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Introduction to the Gospel of John translationNotes

translationNotes

Introduction to the Gospel of John

Part 1: General Introduction

Outline of the Gospel of John

1. Introduction about who Jesus is (1:1-18)

2. Jesus is baptized, and he chooses twelve disciples (1:19-51)
3. Jesus preaches, teaches, and heals people (2-11)

4. The seven days before Jesus’ death (12-19)

e Mary anoints the feet of Jesus (12:1-11)

e Jesusrides a donkey into Jerusalem (12:12-19)

e Some Greek men want to see Jesus (12:20-36)
The Jewish leaders reject Jesus (12:37-50)

e Jesus teaches his disciples (13-17)

e Jesus is arrested and undergoes trial (18:1-19:15)
e Jesus is crucified and buried (19:16-42)

5. Jesus rises from the dead (20:1-29)
6. John says why he wrote his gospel (20:30-31)
7. Jesus meets with the disciples (21)

What is the Gospel of John about?

The Gospel of John is one of four books in the New Testament that describe some of the life of Jesus
Christ. The authors of the gospels wrote about different aspects of who Jesus was and what he did.
John said that he wrote his gospel “so that people might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
the living God” (20:31).

John’s Gospel is very different from the other three Gospels. John does not include some of the
teachings and events that the other writers included in their gospels. Also, John wrote about some
teachings and events that are not in the other gospels.

John wrote much about the signs Jesus did to prove that what Jesus said about himself was true.
(See: sign, signs, proof, reminder)

How should the title of this book be translated?

Translators may choose to call this book by its traditional title, “The Gospel of John” or “The Gospel
According to John.” Or they may choose a title that may be clearer, such as, “The Good News About
Jesus That John Wrote.” (See: How to Translate Names)
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Who wrote the Gospel of John?

This book does not give the name of the author. However, since early Christian times, most Chris-
tians have thought that the Apostle John was the author.

Part 2: Important Religious and Cultural Concepts

Why does John write so much about the final week of Jesus’ life?

John wrote much about Jesus’ final week. He wanted his readers to think deeply about Jesus’ final
week and his death on the cross. He wanted people to understand that Jesus willingly died on the
cross so that God could forgive them for sinning against him. (See: sin, sins, sinned, sinful, sinner,
sinning)

Part 3: Important Translation Issues

What do the words “remain,” “reside,” and “abide” mean in the Gospel of John?

John often used the words “remain,” “reside”, and “abide” as metaphors. John spoke of a believer
becoming more faithful to Jesus and knowing Jesus better as if Jesus’ word “remained” in the be-
liever. Also, John spoke of someone being spiritually joined to someone else as if the person “re-
mained” in the other person. Christians are said to “remain” in Christ and in God. The Father is
said to “remain” in the Son, and the Son is said to “remain” in the Father. The Son is said to “remain”
in believers. The Holy Spirit is also said to “remain” in the believers.

Many translators will find it impossible to represent these ideas in their languages in exactly the
same way. For example, Jesus intended to express the idea of the Christian being spiritually to-
gether with him when he said, “He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in
him” (John 6:56). The UDB uses the idea of “will be joined to me, and I will be joined to him.” But
translators may have to find other ways of expressing the idea.

In the passage, “If my words remain in you” (John 15:7), the UDB expresses this idea as, “If you live
by my message.” Translators may find it possible to use this translation as a model.

What are the major issues in the text of the Gospel of John?

These are the most significant textual issues in the Gospel of John:

e “waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel of the Lord occasionally went down into
the pool and stirred the water and whoever went first after the stirring of the water, was
made well from the disease they had.” (5:3-4)

Translators are advised not to translate this passage. However, if in the translators’ region, there
are older versions of the Bible that include this passage, the translators can include it. If it is trans-
lated, it should be put inside square brackets ([]) to indicate that it was probably not original to
John’s Gospel. (See: Textual Variants)
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e The story of the adulterous woman (7:53-8:11)

This passage is included in most older and modern versions of the Bible. But it is not in the earliest
copies of the Bible. Translators are advised to translate this passage. It should be put inside of
square brackets ([]) to indicate that it may not have been original to John’s Gospel. (See: Textual
Variants)

Some old versions also have this passage:
e “going through the midst of them, and so passed by” (8:59)

But it is very certain that this passage was not original to the Gospel of John. It should not be
included. (See: Textual Variants)
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John 01 General Notes

Structure and formatting

Some translations indent each line of poetry to make it easier to read. The ULB does this with the
poetry in 1:23, which is quoted from the OT.

Special concepts in this chapter

“The Word”

This is a unique construction used to reference Jesus. He is the “Word of God” embodied in flesh
and the final revelation of God himself on earth. Although this can appear to be a complex teaching,
it is rather simple: Jesus is God, the creator of the heavens and the earth. (See: word of God, words
of God, word of Yahweh, word of the Lord, word of truth, scripture, scriptures, flesh, and reveal,
reveals, revealed, revelation)

Light and Darkness

These are common images in the New Testament. Light is used here to indicate the revelation
of God and his righteousness. Darkness describes sin and sin seeks to remain hidden from God.
(See: light, lights, lighting, lightning, daylight, sunlight, twilight, enlighten, enlightened, righteous,
righteousness, unrighteous, unrighteousness, upright, uprightness, darkness and sin, sins, sinned,
sinful, sinner, sinning)

“Children of God”

When people believes in Jesus, they go from being “children of wrath” to “children of God.” They
are adopted into the “family of God.”They are adopted into the “family of God.” This is an important
image that will be unfolded in the New Testament. (See: believe, believes, believed, believer, belief,
unbeliever, unbelievers, unbelief and adoption, adopt, adopted)

Important figures of speech in this chapter

Metaphors

Although the other gospel accounts frequently contain metaphors in the teachings of Jesus and in
prophecy, the first chapter of this gospel uses metaphors in interpreting the meaning of the life of
Jesus. Because of these metaphors, the reader can see that this gospel is going to be a more in-depth
theological understanding of the life of Jesus. (See: Metaphor)
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Other possible translation difficulties in this chapter

“In the beginning was the word”

The first part of this chapter follows a logical and almost poetic pattern, which will be difficult to
duplicate in translation.

“Son of Man"

Jesus refers to himself as the “Son of Man.” Some languages may not allow a person to refer to
himself in the third person. (See: Son of Man, son of man)

Links:

e John 01:01 Notes
e John intro
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John 1:1-3
UDB:

! In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. % He was with
God before he began to create anything. * He is the one who carried out God’s command to create
everything—yes, absolutely everything that was made!

ULB:

1 1n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 This one
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him there was
not one thing made that has been made.

translationNotes

In the beginning

This refers to the very earliest time before God created the heavens and the earth.

the Word

“Word” here is a metonym for “Jesus.” Translate as “the Word” if possible. If “Word” is feminine
in your language, it could be translated as “the one who is called the Word.” AT: “God’s Message to
mankind” (See: Synecdoche)

All things were made through him

This can be translated with an active verb. AT: “God made all things through him” (See: Active or
Passive)

without him there was not one thing made that has been made

This can be translated with an active verb. If your language does not permit double negatives,
these words should communicate that the opposite of “all things were made through him” is false.
AT: “God did not make anything without him” or “with him there was every thing made that has
been made” or “God made with him every thing that God has made” (See: Active or Passive and
Double Negatives)

translationWords

e God
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translationNotes

Links:

e Introduction to the Gospel of John
e John 01 General Notes
e John 1 translationQuestions
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John 1:4-5
UDB:

4 All life is in the Word, so he could give life to everything and everyone. The Word was God’s light
that shone on everyone, everywhere. ° This light shone in the darkness, and the darkness tried to
put it out, but it could not.

ULB:

4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

translationNotes

In him was life

Here “life” is a metaphor for causing everything to live. AT: “The one who is called the Word is the
one who caused everything to live” (See: Metaphor)

life

Here use a general term for “life.” If you must be more specific, translate as “spiritual life.”

the life was the light of men

“Light” here is a metaphor that means God’s revelation. AT: “he revealed to us the truth about God
as a light reveals what is in the darkness” (See: Metaphor)

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it

Just as darkness cannot put out light, evil people have never prevented the one who is like a light
from revealing God’s truth. AT: “God’s revelation shows the truth even in the midst of evil people,
and evil people have not been able to stop it.” (See: Metonymy)

translationWords

e life, live, lived, lives, living, alive

Links:

e Introduction to the Gospel of John
e John 01 General Notes
e John 1 translationQuestions
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John 1:6-8
UDB:

% God sent a man named John. ” He came to testify to the people about the light. What he said was
true, and he proclaimed that message so that everyone might believe. 8 John himself was not the
light, but he came to tell people about the light.

ULB:

% There was a man who was sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify
about the light, that all might believe through him. ® John was not the light, but came that he might
testify about the light.

translationNotes

testify about the light

Here “light” is a metaphor for the revelation of God in Jesus. AT: “show how Jesus is like the true
light of God” (See: Metaphor)

translationWords

God

John (the apostle)

testimony, testify, witness, witnesses, eyewitness, eyewitnesses

testimony, testify, witness, witnesses, eyewitness, eyewitnesses

believe, believes, believed, believer, belief, unbeliever, unbelievers, unbelief

Links:

e Introduction to the Gospel of John
e John 01 General Notes
e John 1 translationQuestions
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John 1:9

UDB:

% This was the true light that shines upon everyone, and that light was coming into the world.

ULB:

% The true light, which gives light to all men, was coming into the world.

translationNotes

The true light

Here light is a metaphor that represents Jesus as the one who both reveals the truth about God and
is himself that truth. (See: Metaphor)

translationWords

e ftrue, truth, truths
e world, worldly

Links:

e Introduction to the Gospel of John
e John 01 General Notes
e John 1 translationQuestions
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John 1:10-11
UDB:

10 The Word was in the world and, although he had made the world, none of its people knew who
he was. ! Although he came to the world he owned, and even to his own people, the Jews, they
rejected him.

ULB:

10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world did not know him. 1!
He came to his own, and his own did not receive him.

translationNotes

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world did not know him

“Even though he was in this world, and God created everything through him, people still did not
recognize him”

the world did not know him

The “world” is a metonym that stands for all the people who live in the world. AT: “the people did
not know who he really was” (See: Metonymy)

He came to his own, and his own did not receive him

“He came to his own fellow countrymen, and his own fellow countrymen did not accept him either”

receive him

“accept him.” To receive someone is to welcome him and treat him with honor in hopes of building
a relationship with him.

translationWords

e world, worldly

e know, knows, knew, knowing, knowledge, known, make known, makes known, made known,
unknown, foreknew, foreknowledge

® receive, receives, received, receiving, receiver

30



translationNotes John 1:10-11

Links:

e Introduction to the Gospel of John
e John 01 General Notes
e John 1 translationQuestions
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John 1:12-13
UDB:

12 But all who took him into their lives and trusted in him, to them he gave the right to become
God’s children. *® These are children born from God. They were not born by means of a normal
human birth nor out of a human desire or choice nor because of a husband’s desire to become a
father.

ULB:

12 But to as many as received him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God. 3 These were not born of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.

translationNotes

believed in his name

The word “name” is a metonym that stands for Jesus’ identity and everything about him. AT: “be-
lieved in him” (See: Metonymy)

he gave the right

“he gave them the authority” or “he made it possible for them”

children of God

The word “children” is a metaphor that represents our relationship to God, which is like children
to a father. (See: Metaphor)

translationWords

receive, receives, received, receiving, receiver

believe, believes, believed, believer, belief, unbeliever, unbelievers, unbelief
God

flesh

Links