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JOHN

Chapter 1
1 In the beginning was the Word. The
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was with God before he be-
gan to create anything. 3 He is the
one who carried out God’s command to
create everything—yes, absolutely every-
thing that was made! 4 All life is in the
Word, so he could give life to everything
and everyone. The Word was God’s light
that shone on everyone, everywhere. 5

This light shone in the darkness, and the
darkness tried to put it out, but it could
not.
6 God sent a man named John. 7 He came
to testify to the people about the light.
What he said was true, and he proclaimed
that message so that everyone might be-
lieve. 8 John himself was not the light, but
he came to tell people about the light. 9

Thiswas the true light that shines upon ev-
eryone, and that light was coming into the
world.
10 The Word was in the world and, al-
though he had made the world, none of
its people knew who he was. 11 Although
he came to the world he owned, and even
to his own people, the Jews, they rejected
him. 12 But all who took him into their
lives and trusted in him, to them he gave
the right to become God’s children. 13

These are children born from God. They
were not born by means of a normal hu-
man birth nor out of a human desire or
choice nor because of a husband’s desire
to become a father.
14 Now the Word became a real human
being and lived here where we live for a
while. Wehave seen himdisplay his splen-
did and amazing nature, the nature of the

one andonly Sonof the Father, who shows
us that God loves us faithfully and teaches
us about his truth.
15 One day John the Baptizer was telling
people about the Word, and Jesus came to
him. John shouted to the crowd around
him, “I told you someone would come af-
ter me, someone who is much more im-
portant than I am. He existed long before
me, eternal ages, before I was born. This
man here! This is that man I was talking
about!” 16 We have all benefited very
much from what he has done. Again and
again, he has acted very kindly toward us.
17 Moses proclaimed God’s laws to the Jew-
ish people. Jesus the Messiah was kind to
us far beyond what we deserved and he
taught us true things about God. 18 No one
has ever seen God. But, Jesus the Messiah,
who himself is God, is always close to the
Father, and he has made us know him.
19 This is what John gave as his testimony:
The Jews sent priests and the Levites from
Jerusalem; they came to ask John, “Who
are you?” 20 So John testified to them and
said, “I am not the Messiah!” 21 Then they
asked him, “What do you say about your-
self? Are you Elijah?” He said, “No.” They
asked again, “Are you the Prophet whom
the prophets say will come?” John an-
swered, “No.” 22 So they asked him once
more, “Then who do you claim to be? Tell
us so that we can go back and report to
those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” 23 He answered as Isaiah the
prophet had written, “I am the one shout-
ing in thewilderness, ‘Make the road good
for the Lord to come to us.’ ”
24 Some of these people came to John from
the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Since
you say you are not the Messiah nor Eli-
jah nor the Prophet, thenwhy are you bap-
tizing?” 26 John replied, ”I am baptizing
people with water, but there is now some-
one standing among youwhomyoudonot
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know. 27 He follows after me, but I am not
important enough even to untie his san-
dals.”
28 These things happened at the village of
Bethany over on the east side of the Jor-
dan River. That is the place where John
was baptizing.
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming to-
ward him. He said to the people, ”Look!
TheLambofGod,whowill give his life as a
sacrifice to take away the sins of theworld.
30 He is the one of whom I said, ‘Someone
will come aftermewho ismore important
than I am, because he existed long before
me, eternal ages, before I was born.’ 31 I
did not know him at first, but now I know
who he is. My work was to come and bap-
tize with water those who were sorry and
turned from their sins. I want the people
of Israel to know who he is.”
32 It was John’s work to tell us what he
saw. He spoke like this, ”I saw God’s Spirit
as he was descending from heaven in the
form of a dove. The Spirit came down
and remained on Jesus. 33 At first, I my-
self did not know him, but God sent me
to baptize people with water, people who
said they wanted to turn from their sinful
ways. God told me, ‘The man on whom
youwill seemy Spirit descend and remain
is the one who will baptize all of you with
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I bear
witness to you that he is the Son of God.”
35 John the Baptizer was at the same place
again the next day with two of his disci-
ples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by,
he said, “Look! The Lamb of God, the
man whom God appointed to give his life,
like a lamb killed by the people of Israel
as a payment for their sins!” 37 The
two disciples of John, when they heard
John, left John and followed him. 38 Je-
sus turned around and saw them follow-
ing him, and he asked them, “What are
you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi

(whichmeans ‘teacher’), tell us where you
are staying.” 39He replied, “Comewithme,
and you will see!” So they came and saw
where Jesus was staying, and they stayed
with him that day, it was getting late. (It
was about 4 pm.)

40 One of those two disciples who followed
Jesus was named Andrew; he was Simon
Peter’s brother. 41 Andrew first went off
to find his brother Simon. When he came
to him, he said, “We have found the Mes-
siah (which means ‘Christ’)!” 42 Andrew
took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked intently
at Peter, and said, “You are Simon. Your
father’s name is John. You will be given
the name Cephas.” Cephas is an Ara-
maic name that means ‘solid rock.’ (Peter
means the same thing in Greek.)

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave
the Jordan River valley. He went to the
region around Galilee and found a man
named Philip. Jesus said to him, “Come
with me.” 44 Philip, Andrew, and Peter
were all from the town of Bethsaida (in
Galilee). 45 Then Philip went to search
for his friend Nathaniel. When he came
to him, he said, “We have found the one
Moses wrote about, the Messiah. The
prophets prophesied that he would come.
The Messiah is Jesus. He is from the
town of Nazareth. His father’s name is
Joseph.” 46 Nathaniel replied, “From
Nazareth? Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip replied, “Come and you
will see!” 47 When Jesus saw Nathaniel
approaching, he described Nathaniel be-
fore he met him, “Here is an honest and
good Israelite! He never deceives any-
one!” 48 Nathaniel asked him, “How do
you know what kind of man I am? You
do not know me.” Jesus replied, “I saw
you before Philip called you, when you
were sitting by yourself under thefig tree.”
49 Then Nathaniel declared, “Teacher, you
must be the Son of God! You are the King
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of Israel we have been waiting for!” 50 Je-
sus replied to him, “Do you trust in me
just because I told you that I saw you un-
der the fig tree? You will see me do things
that are much greater than that!” 51 Then
Jesus said to him, “I am telling you the
truth: Just like the vision your ancestor Ja-
cob long ago saw, some day you will see
heaven opened up, and you will see God’s
angels going up and coming down on me,
the Son of Man.”

Chapter 2
1 Three days later, there was a wedding in
Cana, a city in Galilee, and Jesus’ mother
was there. 2 They also invited Jesus and
his disciples to the wedding. 3 They
served wine to those attending the wed-
ding and they drank all the wine they had.
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They are out
of wine.” 4 Jesus said to her, “Madam,
what does that have to do with me? The
chosen time to begin my most important
work has not come yet.” 5 Jesus’ mother
turned and said to the servants, “Do what-
ever he tells you.” 6 Therewere six empty
stone jars there. They held water so that
the guests and servants could wash their
hands and feet, and so that other Jewish
rites of cleansing could be done. Each jar
could hold 75 to 115 liters. 7 Jesus said
to the servants, “Fill the jars with water!”
So they filled the jars to the brim. 8 Then
he told them, “Now, draw some water out
of a jar and take it to the director of the
feast.” So the servants did that. 9 The di-
rector of the feast tasted the water, which
had now become wine. He did not know
where the wine had come from, although
the servants knew. So he called the bride-
groom to himself. 10 “Everyone serves the
best wine first, and later when the guests
have drunk a lot and the best is gone, then
they serve the cheap wine. But you have

kept the best wine until now.” 11 That
was the first miracle Jesus did, one that
signified truth about Jesus. He did it in
the village of Cana, in the region of Galilee.
There he showed that he could do amaz-
ing things. So the disciples trusted in him.
12 After this Jesus and his mother and
brothers, along with his disciples, went
down to the city of Capernaum, and they
stayed there a few days.
13 Now it was almost time for the Jewish
Passover Celebration. Jesus and his disci-
ples went up to Jerusalem. 14 There in the
temple courtyard he saw men selling cat-
tle, sheep, and pigeons. The animals were
sold to those who were making their sac-
rifices at the temple. He also saw men sit-
ting at tables selling temple money. 15

So Jesus made a whip from some leather
cords and he used it to drive out the sheep
and the cattle from the temple. He over-
turned the tables of the moneychangers
and scattered their coins on the ground.
16 He commanded those who were selling
pigeons, “Take these pigeons out of here!
Do not turn my Father’s house into a mar-
ketplace!” 17 This reminded his disciples
about what someone had written in the
scriptures long before, “I love your house
so much, O God, that I will die for it.”
18 The Jewish leaders asked him, “What
miracle can you do for us to prove you
have permission fromGod to do what you
are doing?” 19 Jesus replied to them, “De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will
rebuild it again.” 20 “Are you saying that
you are you going to rebuild this entire
temple is just three days?” they asked him.
“It took forty-six years to build this tem-
ple.” 21 However, the temple Jesus was
speaking about was his own body, not the
temple building. 22 Later, after Jesus had
died and God had raised him from the
dead, his disciples remembered what he
had said about the temple. They believed
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both what the scriptures said and what Je-
sus himself had said.
23When Jesuswas in Jerusalemduring the
Passover Festival, many people trusted in
him because they saw the miracles that
signified truth about Jesus. 24 Neverthe-
less, Jesus knew what people were like,
and because he knew them so well, he did
not trust them. 25 He did not need anyone
to tell him how evil people were. He knew
everything about them.

Chapter 3
1 There was a man named Nicodemus. He
was a member of the Pharisees, a very
strict group within the Jewish faith of that
day. He was an important man, a mem-
ber of the highest Jewish governing coun-
cil. 2 He went by night to see Jesus. He
said to Jesus, “Teacher, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God.
We know this because no one could per-
form the miracles you are doing unless
God helped him.” 3 Jesus replied to
what Nicodemus said, “I am telling you
the truth, no one can enter God’s kingdom
unless he is born again.” 4 Then Nicode-
mus said to him, “How can a person be
born again when he is old? No one can en-
ter his mother’s womb and be born a sec-
ond time!” 5 Jesus answered, ”I guaran-
tee that this also is true, no one can enter
God’s kingdom unless he is born both by
water and the Spirit. 6 If someone is born
from a human, that person is a human
being. But those who are born again by
the work of God’s Spirit have a new spir-
itual nature that God makes within them.
7 Do not be amazed when I tell you that
you must be born again. 8 It is like this:
The wind blows wherever it wants. You
hear the sound of the wind, but you do
not know where it comes from or where

it goes. It is just like that with everyone
who is made alive by the Spirit: The Spirit
gives a new birth to whomever he desires.
9 Nicodemus replied to him, “How can this
be true?” 10 Jesus replied to him, ”You
are an important teacher in Israel, and yet
you do not understand what I am saying?
11 I am telling you the truth, we say the
things thatwe know to be true, andwe are
telling youwhatwe have seen, yet none of
you to whomwe speak these things trusts
what we are saying. 12 If you do not trust
what I say when I tell you about things of
this earth, how will you trust what I say
when I tell you about things of heaven? 13

I, the Son of Man, am the only one who
has gone up to heaven, and I am the only
one who has come down here to the earth.
14 Long ago Moses, when he was in the
wilderness during the Exodus, lifted up
a poisonous snake on a pole and all who
looked up at it were saved. In the same
way, the Son of Man must be lifted up 15

so thatwhoever looks up and trusts in him
will have eternal life.

16 God loved the world in this way: He
gave his only Son, so that anyone who
trusts in him would not die, but would
have everlasting life. 17 God did not send
his Son into the world to pronounce sen-
tence on it, but to save it. 18 Everyone who
trusts in the Son, Godwill never condemn.
But everyone who does not trust in him,
God has already put under his condemna-
tion, because they did not put their trust
in the name of the only Son of God. 19

God has made his justice for sinful people
plain for all to see: His light has come into
the world, but the people of this world
have loved their darkness and they hide
from the light. They loved the darkness
because what they were doing was ugly
and evil. 20 Everyone who does wicked
deeds hates the light, and they never will
come to it because the light exposes what
they do and reveals how wicked they are.
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21 But those who do what is good and true
come to the light so that what they domay
be seen by all and so that all might know
that theywere obeying Godwhen they did
these things.
22 After those things happened, Jesus and
his disciples went to the region of Judea.
He stayed there a while with his disciples
and he baptized many people.
23 John the Baptizer was also baptizing
people near the village of Aenon near
Salim in the region of Samaria. There was
much water in that place, and so many
people kept coming to John. 24 This is be-
fore the time when John’s enemies had
put him in prison. 25 An argument arose
between some of John’s disciples and one
particular Jewish man about washing to
make oneself acceptable to God. 26 Those
who were arguing came to John and said,
“Teacher, there was a man who was with
you when you were baptizing people on
the other side of the Jordan River. You
pointed him out to us and told us who he
was. Well, now he is baptizing across the
way in Judea and many people are going
out to him.” 27 John replied to them, ”A
person cannot receive even one thing un-
less God gives it to him. 28 You know I
was telling the truth when I told you, ’I
am not the Messiah, but I was sent be-
fore him to make the road good for when
he came.” 29 I am like the friend of the
bridegroom. I am standing there waiting
for the groom to come. The friend of the
bridegroom is very happy when he hears
the bridegroom’s voice when he finally ar-
rives. Therefore, because all this has hap-
pened, my joy is overflowing because he
has come. 30 Over time he will grow in sta-
tus and importance, and Iwill become less
and less important.
31 Jesus comes from heaven, and he is
higher in position than anyone else. We
have our home on earth, and we can

speak only of things that belong to the
earth. The one who comes from heaven
is above everyone on the earth and every-
thing there is. 32 Now there is one here
who gives his testimony to what he has
seen and heard, but no one accepts what
he says or trusts it to be true. 33 However,
those who have trusted in what he said,
they testify that God is the source of all
truth, and that he alone is the measure
and standard of everything that is true. 34

God has sent his spokesman, and what he
has said is true, for he speaks God’s words.
And he gives his Spirit with no concern for
how much he gives. 35 The Father loves
the Son and he puts everything under his
power. 36 Whoever trusts in God’s Son has
everlasting life. Whoever does not obey
the Son of God can never have everlasting
life, and the righteous fury of God for ev-
ery sinwhich that person has donewill re-
main upon him forever.”

Chapter 4
1 Jesus got a report about the Pharisees.
They found out that Jesus was gaining
more followers than John the Baptizer
and that he was baptizing more people
than John was. 2 But Jesus himself was
not personally doing the work of baptiz-
ing; his disciples were doing that. 3 So
Jesus and his disciples left the region of
Judea and returned once more to Galilee.
4 Now they had to go through the region
of Samaria. 5 So they arrived at a town
called Sychar in the region of Samaria. Sy-
char was near the plot of ground that Ja-
cob had given to his son Joseph long ago.
6 Just outside the town of Sychar was Ja-
cob’s well. Jesus was very tired from his
long journey, and he sat down to rest be-
side the well. It was about noon. 7 A
woman fromSamaria came out to thewell
to draw some water. Jesus said to her,

7



JOHN

“Give me a drink.” 8 Now his disciples had
left him alone because they had gone into
the town to buy food. 9 The woman said
to him, “I am surprised that you, a Jew, are
asking me, a woman from Samaria, for a
drink.” 10 Jesus replied to her, “If you had
known the gift that God wants to give you
and if you had known who is asking you
for a drink, you would have asked me for
a drink, and I would have given you liv-
ing water.” 11 ”Sir, you do not have a
bucket or a rope with which to draw the
water up out of the well, and this well is
deep. Where would you get this living wa-
ter? 12 You cannot be greater than our fa-
ther Jacob. He dug this well that we use
today, and he drank from it himself, as
did his children and his animals.” 13 Jesus
replied to her, ”Everyone who drinks wa-
ter from this well will be thirsty again, 14
but those who drink the water I will give
them will never be thirsty again. The wa-
ter I give will become a spring of water
that fills them up and brings them ever-
lasting life.” 15 The woman said to him,
“Sir, giveme thiswater, so that I will never
be thirsty or have to come here to draw
water again.”

16 Jesus knewshedidnot understandwhat
he was saying, so he said to her, “Madam,
go and call your husband and bring him
here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I
do not have a husband.” Jesus said to
her, ”You are right in saying that you have
no husband, 18 because you have had not
one, but five, husbands, and the man you
are living with now is not your husband.
What you have said about not having a
husband is true.”

19 The woman said to him, ”Sir, I see you
are a prophet. 20 Our ancestorsworshiped
God right here on this mountain, but you
Jews say that Jerusalem is the place we
must worship God. Who is right?” 21 Je-
sus said to her, ”Madam, believemewhen

I say that a time is coming when neither
here on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem,
will people worship the Father. 22 You peo-
ple in Samaria worship what you do not
know. We Jewishworshipers knowwhom
weworship because salvation comes from
the Jews. 23 The time is coming and has
now arrived when those who truly wor-
ship God will worship the Father spiritu-
ally and in truth. The Father searches for
such people so that theymayworship him
in this way. 24 God is Spirit, and those
who worship him must worship him spir-
itually, and the truth must lead them in
worship.” 25 The woman said to him, “I
know that the Messiah is coming (the one
also called ”Christ“). When he comes, he
will tell us everything we need to hear.” 26

Jesus said to her, “I, who am speaking to
you now, I am he!”
27 Just then, the disciples came back from
town. They were amazed that Jesus was
talkingwith awomanwhowasnot amem-
ber of his family. (That was against the
Jewish custom.) Nevertheless, no one was
brave enough to ask him, “What were you
doing talking to a woman by yourself?” or
“Why are you talking with her at all?”
28 The woman left her water jar there and
went back into town. She said to the peo-
ple of the town, 29 “Come and see a man
who told me everything I have ever done!
He could not be theMessiah, could he?” 30

Many people started heading out of town,
going where Jesus was.
31 His disciples, who had just returned
with the food, urged him, “Teacher, eat
something.” 32 Jesus said to them, “I have
food to eat that you know nothing about!”
33 So they were saying to one another, “No
one else could have brought him some-
thing to eat, could they?” 34 Jesus said,
”I will tell what I ammost hungry for: It is
to do what my Father who sent me wants
and to complete all his work. 35 At this
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time of the year you usually say, ‘There
are fourmonths left, and thenwewill har-
vest the crops.’ Yet look all around you!
The fields are ready for harvest at this mo-
ment. The non-Jews are nowwanting God
to rule over them; they are like the fields
that are now ready to be harvested. 36 The
onewho believes this and is ready towork
in this kind of harvest is already receiving
his payment and is gathering much fruit
for eternal life. Those who sow the seed
and those who reap the harvest will be
glad together. 37 This statement is true:
One person plants the seeds, and another
person harvests the crops. 38 I sent you to
gather the harvest from a crop you did not
plant. Others have worked very hard, but
you are now joining in their work.”

39 Many Samaritans who lived in the town
of Sychar put their trust in Jesus because
of what they heard about him from all the
woman told them. She said, “He told me
everything I have ever done.” 40 When
the Samaritans came to Jesus, they urged
him to stay a longer time with them. So
he stayed there two more days. 41 Many
more of them trusted in Jesus because of
what he proclaimed to them. 42 They told
the woman, “We believe in Jesus now, not
just because ofwhat you told us about him
but also because we have heard his mes-
sage for ourselves. Nowwe know that this
man truly is the Savior of the world.”

43 After those two days in Samaria, Je-
sus and his disciples left and went to the
region of Galilee. 44 (Jesus himself con-
firmed that a prophet receives honor in
many places but never in the place where
he grewup.) 45 However, when he arrived
in Galilee, many of the people there wel-
comed him. They knew who he was be-
cause they saw all the things he had done
in Jerusalem during the recent Passover
Festival thatwas held there. 46 Jesuswent
back again to Cana in Galilee. (That was

where he had turned thewater intowine.)
Therewas an official of the kingwho lived
in Capernaum just twenty-seven kilome-
ters away, and his son was very sick. 47

When thatman heard that Jesus had come
back to Galilee from Judea, he went to Je-
sus in Cana and begged him, “Come down
to Capernaum and heal my son. He is
about to die!” 48 Jesus said to him, “Unless
you see me do things that prove who I am
and watch me do miracles, you will not
trust in me!” 49 Yet the official said to him,
“Sir, please come down tomyhome before
my son dies!” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go.
Your son will live.” The man trusted what
Jesus said and he started on his way back
home. 51 As he was traveling down to his
home inCapernaum, his servantsmet him
along the road. They told him, “Your child
is going to live.” 52 He asked them, “At
what time did my son begin to improve?”
They said to him, “His fever ceased yester-
day afternoon at one o’clock.” 53 Then
the boy’s father realized that this was the
time Jesus told him, “Your son lives.” So he
trusted in Jesus, along with everyone who
lived in his house.
54 That was the second time Jesus did
something to prove to people who he was.
He did it during the time that he came
to the region of Galilee, having traveled
there from Judea.

Chapter 5
1 Then the time came for another Jewish
festival, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem
for it. 2 There is in Jerusalem beside one
of the gates going into the city, a place
called the Sheep Gate. At that gate there
is a pool called Bethesda (as it said in Ara-
maic). Next to the pool are five roofed
porches or colonnades. 3-4 There was a
great number of people there who were
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sick, blind, and could not walk. Many peo-
ple who could not walk were lying on the
porch. 5 One man who could not walk
had been there for thirty-eight years. 6 Je-
sus saw him lying there and realized that
he had been in this condition for a long
time. He said to the man, “Do you want to
become healthy and strong?” 7 The man
replied to him, “Sir, I have no one here to
help me get down into the pool when the
water is stirred. While I am trying to get to
the pool, someone else always steps down
in front of me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get
up! Take up your bed and walk!” 9 At
once the man was healed, and he picked
up his bed and walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath, the day of
rest. 10 So the Jewish leaders said to the
man who had been healed, “It is the Sab-
bath day, and you know it is against our
law for you to carry your mat on this day
of rest.” 11 The man who had been healed
said to them, “But the one who healed me
told me, ‘Take up your bed and walk!’ ” 12

They asked him, “Who was that man?” 13

Now although Jesus had healed the man,
the man did not know his name. After
healing him, Jesus had left the man and
disappeared into the crowd.

14 Later, Jesus found the man in the tem-
ple and said to him, “See, you arewell now.
Do not sin anymore, so nothingworse will
happen to you.” 15 The man went away
and told the Jewish leaders that the man
who had healed him was Jesus. 16 So the
Jews began efforts to stop Jesus because
he was doing marvelous things and was
showing his power and because he often
did those works on the Sabbath day. 17

Jesus gave this answer to them, “My Fa-
ther is working even now, and I am also
working.” 18 This is why the Jewswere try-
ing more and more to put Jesus to death,
not only because he was breaking the Sab-
bath day, but also because he even called

God his own Father, claiming that he was
equal to God.

19 Jesus replied to them, ”I am telling you
the truth: I, the Son of Man, can do noth-
ing on my own authority. I can do only
what I see the Father doing. Whatever the
Father does, that is what I, the Son, do. 20

The Father loves me, the Son, and shows
me everything he is doing. Even greater
works than these the Father will showme,
so that you may see what I can do and be
amazed. 21 As the Father raises up those
who have died and gives them life again,
so I, the Son, give life to anyone I want. 22
The Father judges no one, but has given
over all judgment to me, 23 so that all peo-
ple may honor me, the Son, in the same
way that they honor the Father. Whoever
does not honor me cannot honor the Fa-
ther. 24 I am telling you the truth: Any-
onewhohearsmymessage and trusts that
God sent me has eternal life and will not
come into God’s judgment. Instead, he has
gone from being dead to being alive.

25 I am telling you the truth: A time is com-
ing when those who have died will hear
my voice, that of me, the Son of God, and
those who hear me will live. 26 For as the
Father is able to cause people to live, in
the same way he has given power to me,
the Son, to cause them to live. 27 The Fa-
ther has given me authority to do what-
ever he knows is just, because I am the
Son of Man. 28 Do not be surprised at
this because there will be a time when all
people who have died will hear me call,
29 and they will come out of their graves.
Godwill raise to everlasting life thosewho
have done good. But thosewho have done
evil—God will raise them up, but only to
condemn them and punish them forever.
30 I can do nothing on my own. Whatever
I hear from the Father, that is how I judge,
and I judge in a just manner. I judge justly
because I do not try to do what I want, but
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what the Father wants, he who sent me
here.

31 If I alone were the only one to be a
witness about myself, no one would be-
lieve my witness to be true or reliable. 32

Nevertheless, there is someone else who
bears witness about me, and I know that
his testimony about me is true. 33 You
sent messengers to John the Baptizer, and
he told you the truth about me. 34 I do
not actually need for him or anyone else
to be a witness about me, but I am say-
ing these things so that God can save you.
35 John the Baptizer was a burning and
shining lamp, and you were glad to re-
joice for a while in his light. 36 However,
the witness I give about myself is even
greater than the witness John gave about
me. All the things that the Father has al-
lowed me to do—I do those things every
day, and you see me doing them—those
things tell much about who I am; they ex-
plain my purpose for coming here. They
are proof that the Father has sent me. 37

The Fatherwho sentme, he is the onewho
has given testimony about me. You have
never heard his voice and you have never
seen him physically. 38 The proof that you
do not have his word living in you is that
you do not trust me, the one he sent. 39

You carefully study the scriptures because
you think that by studying them you will
find eternal life, and those scriptures tell
about me. 40 Yet still you refuse to come to
me in order that you might receive ever-
lasting life from me.

41 If people praise me or congratulate me,
I ignore them. 42 I know this about you,
you do not love God. 43 I have come
with my Father’s authority, but still you
do not welcome me or trust me. If some-
one else camewith his own authority, you
would listen to him. 44 How can you trust
in me when you work so hard for oth-
ers among yourselves to honor you? Yet

all the while, you refuse to seek the true
honor that comes from the one and only
God.
45 Do not think that I am the one who ac-
cuses you before my Father. You thought
Moses would defend you, so on him you
have set your hopes. However, it is
Moses who accuses you. 46 If you had ac-
cepted what Moses said, you would have
received what I said as the truth. 47 Since
you did not even believe in what Moses
wrote, how could you possibly trust what
I have said to you!”

Chapter 6
1 Jesus went across the lake to the other
side. The name of the lake was the “Sea
of Galilee” to some people; other people
called it the “Sea of Tiberias.” 2 A large
crowd followed him because they had
seen the wonders he had done in healing
people who were very sick. 3 Jesus went
up on a steep hillside and sat down with
his disciples. 4 Now it was the time of the
year for the Passover Festival, a special
celebration of the Jews. 5 Jesus looked up
and saw that therewas a very large crowd
of people making their way toward him.
Jesus said to Philip, “Where will we buy
bread so that all these people can have
something to eat?” 6 He asked Philip this
question to test him, to see what sort of
answer he would give. However, Jesus al-
ready knewwhat hewas going to do about
this problem. 7 Philip replied to him, “If
we had the money that a man can earn in
two hundred days ofwork, it would not be
enough money to buy bread to give each
person in this big crowd even a little piece
to eat.” 8 Another one of his disciples,
Andrew, who was Simon Peter’s brother,
said to Jesus, 9 “There is a boy here who
has five little barley loaves of bread and
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two small fish. Yet, how could so little food
feed somanypeople?” 10 Theplacewhere
the people were all coming together had
a lot of grass. So Jesus said, “Tell the peo-
ple to sit down.” So all of the people sat
down, and after the disciples counted the
crowd, they found that there were about
five thousand people. 11 Then Jesus took
the small loaves of bread and the fish, and
he thanked God for them. Then he passed
the bread and thefish among allwhowere
sitting on the ground. The people ate all
the fish and bread they wanted. 12 When
everyone had finished eating, he said to
the disciples, “Gather up all the pieces of
barley bread that the people did not eat.
Do not let anything go to waste.” 13 So
they gathered up the pieces from the five
barley loaves, and they filled twelve large
baskets full from what was left over.
14 After the people saw the miracle that Je-
sus had performed in front of them, they
said, “Surely he is the Prophet that God
has been going to send into the world!”
15 Jesus knew what the people were plan-
ning; they were about to come and force
him to be their king. So he left them and
went up the mountain to be by himself.
16 When it was evening, his disciples went
down to the Sea of Galilee, 17 got into a
boat, and started to sail across the sea to
the city of Capernaum. It was now dark,
and Jesus was not with them. 18 A strong
wind started to blow, and the waves on
the sea became very rough. 19 After they
had rowed five or six kilometers, the dis-
ciples saw Jesus walking on the water and
coming near the boat. They were terri-
fied! 20 Jesus said to them, “It is I! Do
not be afraid!” 21 They were very glad to
take him into the boat. As soon as he was
with them, their boat arrived at the place
where they were going.
22 The next day the crowd of people that
had stayed on the other side of the lake re-

alized that there had been only one boat
there the day before. They also knew
that Jesus had not gone in the boat with
his disciples. 23 Some men came across
the lake from the city of Tiberias in other
boats they had. They put their boats near
the place where the people had eaten the
bread, that bread for which the Lord had
given thanks to God. 24 When the crowd
realized that neither Jesus nor his disci-
ples were there, some of them got into
those boats and sailed to Capernaum to
find Jesus.
25 They searched and found Jesus in Ca-
pernaum on the other side of the Sea of
Galilee. They asked him, “Teacher, when
did you come here?” 26 Jesus replied
to them, ”I am telling you the truth: You
are not looking for me because you saw
me perform miracles that show who I am.
No! You are looking for me only because
you ate until you were full of the loaves of
bread. 27 Stop working for food that will
soon spoil! Instead, work for the food that
will bring you everlasting life! That is the
bread that I, the Son of Man, God’s chosen
one, will give you. For God the Father ap-
proves of me in every way.”
28 Then the people asked him, “What
works and service should we do to please
God?” 29 Jesus replied, “What God wants
you to do is this: Trust in me, the one
he has sent.” 30 So they said to him,
”Then perform another miracle to prove
who you are so that we can see it and be-
lieve that you came from God. What will
you do for us? 31 Our ancestors atemanna,
just as the scriptures say: ‘God gave them
bread out of the heavens to eat.’”
32 Jesus said to them, ”I am telling you the
truth: It was not Moses who gave your an-
cestors that bread fromheaven. No, it was
my Father, the same onewho is giving you
the true bread from heaven. 33 The true
bread of God is I, the one who has come
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down from heaven in order to make ev-
eryone in the world truly able to live.”

34 They said to him, “Sir, always give us
this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them, ”Just as
people need food to live, everyone needs
me to live spiritually. Those who take or-
dinary food and water will become hun-
gry and thirsty again. But for those who
askme and trustme to enable them to live
spiritually, I will do this for them. 36 Nev-
ertheless, I have told you that, although
you see me, you still do not trust me. 37

All the people my Father gives to me will
come to me, and I will never drive away
anyonewho comes tome. 38 I came down
from heaven not to do what I want, but to
do the will of him who sent me. 39 This
is what the one who sent me wants, that I
lose none of those whom he has given me,
and that I raise all of them up on the last
day. 40 For this is what my Father wants,
that everyone who looks in faith on me,
the Son, andwho trust inme, will have ev-
erlasting life. I will raise them up on the
last day.”

41 The Jewish leaders began to grumble
about Jesus because he said, “I am the
bread who came down from heaven.” 42

They said, “Is this not Jesus, whose father
is Joseph? Do we not know his father and
mother? How can he say with any truth,
‘I have come from heaven’?” 43 Jesus
answered them, ”Stop grumbling among
yourselves. 44 No one can come to me un-
less the Father who sent me draws him to
me. The one who comes to me, I will raise
him up on the last day. 45 It is written in
the Prophets, ‘God will teach them all.’ Ev-
eryone who hears and learns from the Fa-
ther comes to me. 46 No one has seen
the Father except me, the one who comes
from God. I alone have seen the Father. 47
I am telling you the truth: Whoever trusts
in me has everlasting life. 48 I am the
bread that gives true life. 49 Your ances-

tors ate the manna in the wilderness, but
they still died. 50 However, the bread that
I am speaking of is the bread that comes
down from heaven, and the one who eats
it will never die. 51 I am the bread that
makes people truly live, the bread that
came down from heaven. If anyone eats
this bread, he will live forever. The bread
that I give for the life of the world is the
death of my physical body.”

52 The Jewswho had listened to Jesuswere
now angrily arguing among themselves.
They could not understand how anyone
could promise that others would eat his
own body. 53 So Jesus confronted them
with difficult words: ”I am telling you the
truth: Unless you eat the flesh of me, the
Son of Man, and drink my blood, you will
never live forever. 54 Those who eat my
flesh and drinkmy blood will live forever,
and I will make them alive again at the
last day 55 because my flesh is true food
and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever
eats my flesh and drinks my blood will
be joined to me, and I will be joined to
him. 57 My Father, who makes everyone
alive, has sent me, and I live because my
Father has made me able to. In the same
way, those who feed on me will live for-
ever because of what I will do for them.
58 I am the true bread that comes down
from heaven. Anyone who eats me—this
bread—will never die, but will live for-
ever! What I do is not like what hap-
pened to your ancestors because they ate
the manna and then died.” 59 Jesus said
these things while he was teaching in the
synagogue in the city of Capernaum.

60 Many of his disciples said, “What he
is teaching is hard to understand. How
can anyone accept what he is saying?” 61

Jesus was aware that some of his disci-
ples were complaining, so he said to them,
”Does what I teach offend you? 62 What
would you say if you saw me, the Son of
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Man, go back up to heaven? 63 Only the
Spirit gives life that can make anyone live
forever. The human nature is no help in
this matter. The words I have taught you
tell you about the Spirit, and they tell you
about eternal life. 64 Yet there are some
of you who do not trust what I am teach-
ing you.” Jesus said this because he knew
from the start of his work who it was who
would not trust in him, and he knew the
person who would betray him.
65 Thenhe said, “That iswhy I told you that
no one can come to me and to live forever
unless the Father makes him able to come
to me.”
66 From that time on, many of Jesus’ disci-
ples turned back from following him. 67

So he said to the twelve, “You also do not
want to leave me, do you?” 68 Simon Pe-
ter replied, ”Lord, to whom would we go?
Only you have the message that allows us
to live forever! 69 We trust in you, and
we know for certain that you are the Holy
One whom God has sent!” 70 Jesus an-
swered them, “Did I not choose you, the
twelve disciples? Yet one of you is a devil!”
71 He was talking about Judas, the son of
Simon Iscariot. Even though Judas was
one of the twelve, hewas also the onewho
would later betray Jesus.

Chapter 7
1 After this, Jesus went to other areas in
the region of Galilee. He avoided travel-
ing to Judea because the Jewish authori-
ties were searching for a way to charge
him with a crime and to have him put to
death. 2 Now it was time for the Jewish
Festival of Shelters. This was a time to
remember when the Jewish people lived
in tents during the Exodus long ago. 3

Because the festival was to take place in
Judea, Jesus’ brothers said to him, ”Leave

here and go to Judea so your other follow-
ers can see the powerful works you can
do. 4 No one hides his work if he wants
people to know what kind of a person he
is. Show yourself to the world!” 5 For not
even his own brothers trusted in him or
thought he was telling the truth. 6 So Je-
sus said to them, ”It is not yet time for me
to bring my work to an end. However,
you can choose any time you want to ac-
complish whatever you wish. 7 The peo-
ple who live for themselves and love the
things of this world cannot hate you, but
they do hate me. I am the one who tells
them that what they do with their lives is
evil. 8 You go ahead to the festival. I am
not going up now; it is not the right time
for me.” 9 After he said that, Jesus stayed
a little longer in Galilee.

10 However, a few days after his brothers
left for the festival, he also went, but he
did so secretly. 11 The Jewish opponents
of Jesus were looking for him, hoping to
find him at the festival. They were asking
people, “Where is Jesus? Is he here?” 12

Among the crowds,many peoplewere qui-
etly speaking with each other about Jesus.
Some were saying, “He is a good man!”
Others were saying instead, “No! He is de-
ceiving andmisleading the crowds!” 13 Be-
cause they were afraid of the Jewish en-
emies of Jesus, no one spoke of him in
a public place where other people could
overhear what they were saying.

14 When the Festival of Shelters was about
half over, Jesus went to the temple court-
yard and started to teach there. 15 The
Jews were amazed at what he was saying.
They said, “This man never studied our
doctrines with an approved instructor; he
never enrolled in our schools! How does
he know so much?” 16 Jesus replied to
them, ”What I teach does not come from
myself. It comes from the one who sent
me. 17 If anyone chooses to do what
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God wants, he will find out if what I teach
comes from God or if I speak only by my
own authority. 18 Anyone who speaks on
his own authority speaks so others will
honor only him. However, if a servant
works hard to honor the person who sent
him, to give him a good reputation as a
man of integrity, there is no fault in that
kind of a servant. 19 Did not Moses give
you the law? Yet none of you does what
the law demands. You are the ones plot-
ting to murder me right now!

20 Someone in the crowd answered, “You
have a demon! Name the person who
wants to put you to death!” 21 Jesus
replied to the crowd, ”Because I did one
work of power for you to see, you all mar-
vel at it. 22 Moses gave you a law, and
that law says you must circumcise your
male children and that you must do that
exactly seven days after the children are
born. (To be accurate, this rite was from
your forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob, andnot fromMoses, whowrote down
the law about this practice.) Because of
that requirement in the law, you some-
times have to circumcise a baby on the
Sabbath day, and that is working, too!
23 You sometimes circumcise boys on the
Sabbath so that you will not violate the
law of Moses. So why are you angry with
me, saying I worked on the Sabbath when
I was healing a man! Healing someone is
more wonderful, and it is a greater work
than circumcising a baby! 24 Stop decid-
ing whether healing this manwas right or
wrong according to a false application of
God’s law, and that without any thought!
Instead, decide what a person should do
and how he should be judged by the prin-
ciple of what is right and what is just ac-
cording to God, not man.”

25 Some of the people from Jerusalem
were saying, ”Is this not the man they are
trying to put to death? 26He is saying these

things publicly, but the authorities are not
saying anything to oppose him. Is that be-
cause they know he is the Messiah? 27

But this cannot be the Messiah! We know
where this man came from, but when the
Messiah comes, no one will know where
he is from.”
28 So while Jesus was teaching in the tem-
ple courtyard, he called out as he taught,
”Yes, you say you knowme, and you think
you know where I am from. But I have
come here not because I appointed my-
self. Instead, the one who sent me bears
the truth as his testimony, and you do not
know him. 29 I know him because I have
come from him. He is the one who sent
me.”
30 Then they tried to lay their hands on
him, but no one could arrest him because
it was not yet the time for him to complete
his work and for his life to end. 31 Many
in the crowd, after they heard him and
sawhisworks, put their trust in him. They
said, “When theMessiah comes, will he be
able to domoremiraculous signs than this
man has done?” 32 The Pharisees heard
them quietly speaking these things about
Jesus. So they, the chief priests and Phar-
isees together sent some officers to arrest
him.
33 Then Jesus said, ”I will be with you for
a only a short time. Then I am going back
to the one who sent me. 34 You will search
for me, but you will not find me. Where
I am going, you cannot come.” 35 So the
Jewish people who were his enemies said
to themselves, ”Where can this man go
where we cannot find him? Does he in-
tend to go where the Jews are spread all
across the Greek world, and will he teach
the people there these new things? 36

What did he mean when he said, ‘You will
search for me, but you will not be able to
find me,’ and when he said, ‘Where I am
going, you cannot come?’”
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37 So on the last day of the festival, the
great day, Jesus stood up cried out with
a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him
come to me and drink.” 38 Whoever trusts
in me, as the scripture said, ‘Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39

He said this about the Spirit, whom the
Father was going to give to those who
trusted in him. God had not yet sent the
Spirit to live within those who trusted
him because Jesus had not yet finished his
work, that work which would bring great
honor to God by saving his people through
his death.
40 When some of the crowd heard those
words, they said, “This truly is the Prophet
that we were expecting.” 41 Others said,
”The Messiah cannot come from Galilee.
42 Do not the scriptures say that Messiah
must come through the descendants of
David and that he must be born in Bethle-
hem, the village that was David’s home?”
43 So therewas a division of opinion about
Jesus. 44 Some of the people wanted to ar-
rest him. Yet no one laid a hand on him.
45 So the officers returned to the chief
priests and the Pharisees. These were the
officers that the rulers had sent to arrest
Jesus. The Pharisees said to the officers,
“Why did you not seize him and bring
him here?” 46 The officers replied, “No
one ever spoke like this man.” 47 Then
the Pharisees replied, ”Have you been de-
ceived, too? 48 None of the Jewish author-
ities or the Pharisees have trusted in Je-
sus. 49 This crowd who does not know
the teachings of our laws, let them be
cursed!”
50 Then Nicodemus spoke. (He was the
one who had gone to see Jesus at night
to speak with him, and he was one of the
Pharisees.) He said to them, 51 “Our Jew-
ish law does not permit us to condemn a
man before we have listened to him. First,
we give him a hearing, and wemust learn

about what he has done.” 52 They replied
to him, “Are you also fromGalilee? Search
carefully and read what is written in the
scriptures! You will find that no prophet
comes from Galilee.”
53 [Then they all left andwent to their own
homes.

Chapter 8
1 Jesus went with his disciples to the
Mount of Olives, and they stayed near
there that night. 2 Early the next morn-
ing, Jesus returned to the temple court-
yard. Many people gathered around him,
and he sat down to teach them. 3 Then
menwho taught the Jewish laws and some
who were Pharisees brought a woman to
him. She had been caught in the act of
adultery—she had been sleeping with a
man who was not her husband. They
made her stand up in the front of this
group so they could question her. 4 They
said to Jesus, ”Teacher, this woman was
caught committing adultery with a man,
someone not her husband. 5 Now Moses
commanded us in the law that we must
execute such a woman with stones. Nev-
ertheless, what do you say we should do?”
6 They asked this question as a trap so
that they could accuse him of saying some-
thing wrong. If he said that they should
not kill her, they could say that he dishon-
ored the law of Moses. However, if he
said that they should kill her, he would be
breaking the Roman law that reserved for
the governor the power to execute people.

However, Jesus bent down and wrote
something on the ground with his finger.
7 While they continued to question him,
he stood up and said to them, “Whichever
one of you has never sinned, you are one
who should lead the rest to punish her.
You throw the first stone!” 8 Then Jesus
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stooped down and wrote some more on
the ground. 9 After they heard what
he said, those who were questioning him
started walking away, one by one, the
older ones first and then the younger ones.
They knew they were all sinners. Finally
only Jesus was there with the woman. 10

Jesus stood up and asked her, “Woman,
where are those who accuse you? Has no
one brought a charge against you that you
must be punished?” 11 She said, “No, sir,
no one.” Then Jesus said, “I do not con-
demn you either. Go home now, and from
now on, do not sin like this anymore!”] [1]

12 Jesus spoke to the people again. He said,
”I am the light of the world. Anyone who
follows me will have the light that gives
life, and he will never walk in darkness
again. 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “It
sounds as though you are trying to con-
vince us to trust you by talking about your-
self more and more! What you say about
yourself does not prove anything!” 14 Je-
sus replied, ”Even if I were the only one to
say these things about myself, what I say
is true because I knowwhere I came from
and I know where I am going. Neverthe-
less, you do not know where I came from
and you do not know where I am going.
15 You judge people according to human
standards and the laws of men. I have
not come at this time to judge anyone. 16

When I do judge, it will be right and just
because I am not the only one who will
bring justice. I and the Father who sent
me, we will execute justice together. 17

It is written in your law that a matter can
be settled only when there are at least two
witnesses to give evidence in the case. 18 I
ambringing evidence to you aboutmyself,
andmy Fatherwho sentme also brings ev-
idence about me. So you should believe
that what we tell you is true.”

19 Then they asked him, “Where is your
father?” Jesus replied, “You do not know

me, and you do not know my Father. If
you knewme, youwould also knowmyFa-
ther.” 20 He said these things when hewas
near the treasury within the temple court-
yard, the place where the people brought
in their offerings. Yet no one arrested him
because it was not yet time for him to die.
21 Jesus also said to them, “I am going
away, and you will seek me, but it is cer-
tain that you will die in your sin. Where
I am going, you cannot come.” 22 His
Jewish opponents said among themselves,
“Perhaps he is thinking that he will kill
himself, and that is what he means when
he says, ‘Where I am going you cannot
come.’ ” 23 Jesus continued saying to
them, ”You are from this earth below, but I
am from heaven above. You belong to this
world. I do not belong to this world. 24 I
told you that youwill die and that Godwill
condemn you for your sins. This will cer-
tainly happen unless you trust that I am
God, as I say I am.”
25 “Who are you?” they asked him. Jesus
said to them, ”Ever since the very begin-
ning, I have been telling you! 26 I could
judge you and say that you are guilty of
many things. Instead, I will say only this:
The one who sent me tells the truth, and
I tell the people in the world only what I
have heard from him.”
27 They did not understand that he was
talking about the Father. 28 So Jesus said,
”When you have lifted me up on a cross
to kill me—me, the Son of Man,— you will
know that I am God, and you will know
that I do not do anything on my own au-
thority. Instead, I only saywhatmy Father
has taught me to say. 29 He who sent me
is with me, and he has not left me alone
because I do only the things that delight
him.” 30 As Jesus was saying these things,
many more people trusted in him.
31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who now
were saying that they trusted in him, ”If
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you listen to all I teach you and live by
it in everything you do, you are truly my
disciples. 32 You will know the truth, and
the truth will lead you to be free from ev-
erything that made you its slaves.” 33 They
answered him, ”We are the descendants
of Abraham, andwe have never been any-
one’s slaves. Why do you say we need to
be free? 34 Jesus replied, ”I am telling you
the truth: All who sin obey their sinful de-
sires just as a slave is forced to obey his
master. 35 Slaves will not remain as per-
manent members of a family but may be
set free to return home or sold. However,
a son is a member of the family forever.
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be
absolutely free. 37 I know that you are
in Abraham’s family; you are his descen-
dants. Yet, your people are trying to put
me to death. You will not trust anything I
say. 38 I tell you all about the wonders and
wisdommy Father has shownme, but you
are only doing what your father told you
to do.”

39 They replied to him, “Abraham is our
ancestor.” Jesus said to them, ”If youwere
Abraham’s descendants, you would be do-
ing the things he did. 40 I have been telling
you the truth that I heard from God, but
you are trying to put me to death. Abra-
ham did not do things like that. 41 No! You
are doing the things that your real father
did.” They said to him, “We do not know
about you, but we are not illegitimate chil-
dren. We have only one Father, and that
is God.” 42 Jesus said to them, ”If God
were your Father, you would love me be-
cause I came from God and now I have
come here to this world. I did not come
because I myself decided to come but be-
cause he sent me. 43 I will tell you why
you do not understand what I say. It is
because you do not accept my message or
my teachings. 44 You belong to your father,
the devil, and you desire to do what he
wants. He was a murderer from the time

people first sinned. He has abandoned
God’s truth; it is not in him. Whenever he
lies, he is speaking according to his char-
acter because he is a liar; everyone who
lies does what the devil wants him to do.
45 Because I tell you the truth, you do not
believe me! 46 Which one of you finds me
guilty of sin? Since I tell you the truth,
what reason do you give for not trusting
me? 47 Those who belong to God hear and
obey what he tells them. The reason that
you do not hear and obey his message is
that you do not belong to God.”

48 His Jewish enemies replied to him, “We
are certainly right in stating that you are a
Samaritan—you are not really a true Jew
at all!—and that a demon lives in you!” 49

Jesus replied, ”A demon does not live in
me! I honor my Father, and you dishonor
me! 50 I do not try to persuade people to
praise me. There is someone else who de-
sires to give me what I deserve, and he is
the one who will judge everything that I
say and do. 51 I am telling you the truth: If
anyone holds firm to my word and trusts
in it as I gave it, that person will never
die!”

52 Then his Jewish enemies said to him,
”Now we are sure that a demon lives
within you! Abraham and the prophets
died long ago! Yet you say that anyone
who holds firm to what you teach will not
die! 53 You are not greater than our father
Abraham. He died and all the prophets
died with him. So who do you think you
are?” 54 Jesus replied, ”If I tried to get peo-
ple to praise me, that would be worthless.
It is my Father who praises me, my char-
acter and goodness, and yet he is the one
of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 Al-
though you do not know him, I do know
him. If I said that I did not know him, I
would be a liar like you. I know him and
I always obey what he says. 56 Your father
Abraham was happy when, as a prophet,
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he looked forward and saw what I could
do.”
57 Then the Jewish leaders said to him,
“You are not fifty years old yet! You have
seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “I
am telling you the truth, before Abraham
was, I AM.” 59 So they picked up stones to
put him to death. However, Jesus hid him-
self, left the temple, and went somewhere
else.

8:11 [1]The best ancient copies do not have
John 7:35-8:11

Chapter 9
1 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man
who had been blind his whole life, since
the day he was born. 2 The disciples asked
him, “Teacher, whose sin caused this man
to be born blind? Was it this man himself
who sinned, or was it his parents?” 3

Jesus replied, ”It was not that either this
man or his parents sinned. He was born
blind so that today people may see the
powerful work God would do in him. 4

Wemust do the works of the one who sent
me while it is still day. Night is on the way
and when it arrives, no one will be able to
work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am
the light of the world.”
6 When he said this, he spit on the ground.
Hemademudwith his saliva, and applied
it like amedicine to theman’s eyes. 7 Then
Jesus said to him, “Go andwash in the pool
of Siloam!” (The name of the pool means
‘sent’). So themanwent andwashed in the
pool. When he came back, he was able to
see. 8 The man’s neighbors and others
who had seen him when he was begging
said, “Is that not the man who used to sit
here and beg?” 9 Some said, “He is the

one.” Others said, “No, but he just looks
like that man.” However, theman himself
said, “Yes, I am the man!” 10 So they said
to him, “How is it that you are now able to
see?” 11 He replied, “The man called Jesus
made somemud and used it likemedicine
and put it on my eyes. Then he told me
to go to the pool of Siloam and wash. So I
went there and washed, and then I could
see for the first time.” 12 They said to him,
“Where is that man?” He said, “I do not
know.”

13 Some of the people there took the man
to a gathering of the Pharisees. 14 Now it
was on the Sabbath day when Jesus did
this miracle. 15 So the Pharisees asked the
man again about how he was now able to
see. He said to them, “The man put mud
on my eyes and I washed, and now I see.”
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “We know
this man Jesus is not from God because he
does not keep the Sabbath day.” Others
from that group asked, “If he were a sin-
ner, how could he do suchworks of power
that everyone sees?” So therewas a differ-
ence of opinion among the Pharisees. 17

They asked the blindman again, “What do
you say about him, since he is the onewho
restored your sight?” Theman said, “He is
a prophet.”

18 Now the Jews who were opposed to
Jesus did not believe the man had been
blind and then became able to see. So they
sent someone to bring in the man’s par-
ents so that they could be questioned also.
19 They asked his parents, “Is this your
son? Do you say that he was blind from
the day he was born? How, then, is he
able to see?” 20 His parents replied, ”We
know that this is our son. Weknow that he
was blind when he was born. 21 Neverthe-
less, we do not know how he is now able
to see. We also do not know who healed
his eyes. Ask him, he is old enough to
speak for himself.” 22 The Jews who were
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against Jesus had previously agreed with
one another that they would take anyone
who declared that Jesus was the Messiah
and ban him from the synagogue. 23 That
is why his parents said, “Ask him, he is old
enough to speak for himself.”

24 So they called the man who had been
blind, and they asked him to come before
them a second time. When he got there,
they said to him, “Swear to God that you
will speak only the truth! We know that
this man who healed you is a sinner and
that he does not keep the law that Moses
gave us.” 25 He replied, “Whether he is a
sinner or not, I do not know. One thing
I do know is that I used to be blind, but
now I see.” 26 So they said to him, “What
did he do to you? How did he heal you so
that you now see?” 27 He answered them,
“I have told you that already, but you did
not believe me. Why do you want me to
tell you again? Do you also really want
to become his disciples?” 28 Then they
became angry and insulted him: ”You are
that man’s disciple, but we are Moses’ dis-
ciples! 29 We know that God spoke to
Moses; but about thisman, we do not even
know where he comes from.” 30 The man
replied, ”That is very amazing! You do
not know where he comes from, but he is
the one who opened my eyes so that I can
see! 31 We know that God does not listen
to the prayers of sinners, thosewho ignore
his law, but he listens to people who wor-
ship him and who do what he wants. 32

Not since the beginning of theworld has it
been heard anywhere that someone was
able to open the eyes of a man who was
blind from birth! 33 If this man had not
come from God, he could do nothing like
that!” 34 They replied to him, “You were
born in sin and have lived your whole life
entirely in sin! Do you think you are qual-
ified to teach us?” Then they banned him
from the synagogue.

35 Jesus heard about what the Pharisees
did to the man he healed, how they threw
him out of the synagogue. So he went and
searched for the man. When he found
him, he said to him, “Do you believe inme,
the Son of Man?” 36 The man answered,
“Sir, who is he? Tell me, so that I may be-
lieve in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him. He is the onewho is speak-
ing to you now.” 38 The man said, “Lord, I
believe.” Then hewent down on his knees
and worshiped him.
39 Jesus said, “I have come into this world
to judge the world so that those who do
not see may see and so that those who see
may become blind.” 40 Some of the Phar-
isees who were with him heard him say
this, and they asked Jesus, “Are we also
blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, ”If you were
blind, you would have no guilt. However,
because you now defend yourself and say,
‘We see,’ your guilt is staying with you.

Chapter 10
1 ”I am telling you the truth: The one who
enters into the sheep pen, must always en-
ter through the gate. If he climbs in any
other way, he is not the one who cares for
the sheep, but he is a thief and a criminal
who steals the sheep. 2 The man who en-
ters the pen through the gate is the true
shepherd, for he takes care of the sheep. 3

The hired man who guards the gate when
the shepherd is away will open the gate
for him when he comes. However, the
sheep recognize only the shepherd’s voice
and only when he calls them by name.
Then he leads them outside of the pen to
feed them and to give them water. 4 After
he has brought out all of his own sheep,
he goes in front of them. His sheep are ea-
ger to follow him because they know his
voice. 5 They will never follow a stranger
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who calls out to them. They will run away
from him because they do not recognize
the stranger’s voice.”

6 Jesus used this illustration from thework
of shepherds. Nevertheless, his disciples
did not understand what he was telling
them. 7 So Jesus spoke to them again,
”I am telling you the truth: I am the gate
throughwhich all the sheep enter into the
pen. 8 All who came before me, they were
thieves and criminals who stole the sheep;
but the sheep did not listen to them, and
theywould not follow them. 9 Imyself am
like that gate. If anyone enters through
the gate and goes into the pen where the
sheep are, he will be safe, and he will go
out and find good pasture. 10 The thief
comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. I
have come so that they may have life and
that life will be full to overflowing.

11 I am like a good shepherd. The good
shepherd will die in order to protect and
to save his sheep. 12 Someone pays the
hiredmanmoney towatch over the sheep.
He does not treat the sheep like they be-
long to him; he is just an employee doing
a job. So when he sees a wolf coming to
kill the sheep, he does not risk his life. He
leaves the sheep and runs away so that it
is possible for the wolf to attack the sheep,
seizing some of them and scattering oth-
ers. 13 The hired worker runs away be-
cause he is only working for the money.
He does not care about what happens to
the sheep. 14 I am, myself, the good shep-
herd. I know my own sheep, and my own
sheep know me, 15 just as I know my Fa-
ther, and my Father knows me. Because
of that, I am willing to die for my sheep.
16 I have other sheep that do not belong
to the same group of sheep that you do. I
will cause them to listen to me also. They
will listen to me, so there will eventually
be only one flock of sheep under me, the
only shepherd. 17 The reason my Father

loves me is that I will sacrifice my life. I
will give up my life, and I will take it up to
live again. 18 No one is causing me to lay
down my life. I have chosen to sacrifice
myself. I have authority to lay down my
life and I have authority to take it up and
to live again. This work is frommy Father,
and he has commanded me to do it.”

19 After hearing these words Jesus had
been speaking, the Jews were divided in
their opinion of him. 20 Many of them
said, “A demon is controlling him and has
caused him to become crazy. Do not waste
time listening to him!” 21 Others said,
“What he is saying is not something aman
oppressed by a demonwould ever say. No
demon can open the eyes of a blindman!”

22 The time for the celebration called
the Festival of Dedication had now come,
the time when the Jewish people remem-
bered when their ancestors purified the
temple in Jerusalem and gave it to God
again. It was in the winter. 23 Jesus was
walking in the temple courtyard in the
place called Solomon’s porch. 24 The Jew-
ish opponents of Jesus gathered around
him and said, “How long will you keep us
wondering about who you are? If you are
the Messiah, tell us plainly so that we can
know.” 25 Jesus answered them, ”I have
told you, but you would not believe me.
You know who I am because of the mira-
cles and other things I do by my Father’s
name and his authority. Those things tell
you all you need to know about me. 26 You
do not believe in me because you do not
belong tome. Youare sheepwhobelong to
another shepherd. 27 My sheep hear my
voice. I know each one of them by name;
they followmeandobeyme. 28 I give them
eternal life. No one can ever destroy them,
and no one will ever be able to steal them
away fromme. 29 My Father gave them to
me; he is greater than anyone, so no one
is able to steal them away from him. 30 I
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and the Father are one.”
31 The enemies of Jesus again picked up
stones to throw at him and to put him to
death. 32 Jesus said to them, “You have
seen me do many good works, things that
my Father had told me to do. For which of
them are you going to stone me?” 33 The
Jewish opponents replied, “We are want-
ing to take your life, not because you did
any good work, but because you, just a
man, are insulting God and are making
yourself God!” 34 Jesus replied to them,
”In the scriptures it is written what God
said to the rulers whom he had appointed:
‘I have said that you are like gods (with
great honor and with power over many).’
35 God said that to those leaders when
he appointed them. No one objected to
that, and nothing that is in scripture can
be shown to be false. 36 I am the one
whom my Father chose to send here into
this world. So why are you angry with
me for saying that I am equal with God
when I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37

If I were not doing the works that my Fa-
ther told me to do, I would not expect you
to believe in me. 38 However, because I
am doing these works, place your trust in
what these works tell you about me even
though you do not trust what I say. If you
do that, then you will know and under-
stand that my Father is in me and that I
am in my Father.”
39 After they heard that, they tried to seize
Jesus again, but he got away from them
one more time.
40 Then Jesus went back across to the east
side of the Jordan River. He went to the
place where John the Baptizer had bap-
tized many people at the beginning of his
ministry. Jesus stayed there for several
days. 41 Many people came to him. They
were saying, “John the Baptizer never per-
formed a miracle, but this man has per-
formed many miracles! Everything that

John said about this man is true!” 42 Many
people came to trust him; they put their
trust in who he was and in what he would
do for them.

Chapter 11
1 A man named Lazarus fell very sick.
He lived in the village of Bethany where
Mary and Martha lived. 2 This is the same
Mary who later would pour perfume on
the Lord to show her love and honor of
him, and would wipe his feet with her
hair. It was her brother Lazarus who was
sick. 3 So the two sisters sent someone to
tell Jesus about Lazarus; they said, “Lord,
the one you love is ill.” 4When Jesus heard
about Lazarus’ illness, he said, “This ill-
ness will not end in the death of Lazarus.
The purpose of this illness is so that people
may see and know how great God is when
he does wonderful things and so that I,
the Son of God, also will show his great
power.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, her
sister Mary, and Lazarus. 6 Nevertheless,
when Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick,
he delayed going to see him. He stayed
where he was for two more days.
7 Then he said to disciples, “Let us go back
to Judea.” 8 The disciples said, “Teacher,
just a shortwhile ago the Jewswhooppose
you wanted to murder you with stones,
and nowyouwant to go back there again!”
9 Jesus answered them, ”You know there
are twelve hours of light in a day, is that
not true? The one who walks during the
daytime will walk safely because he can
seewhat is in the road. 10However, when
a person walks during the night, he may
easily stumble because he cannot see.”
11 After saying these things, he said to
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but I will go there to wake him
up.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord,
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if he has fallen asleep, he will get well.” 13

Jesus was really speaking about Lazarus’
death, but the disciples thought that he
was talking about the sleep that we all
know gives us rest. 14 Then he told them
plainly, “Lazarus has died.” 15 Jesus con-
tinued, “But, for your sakes, I am glad that
I was not there when he died so that you
may see why you can trust in me. Now it
is time; let us go to him.” 16 Then Thomas,
who was called ‘The Twin,’ said to the rest
of the disciples, “Let us also go with Jesus
so that we may die with him.”

17 When Jesus arrived in Bethany, he
found that Lazarus had already died and
had been in the tomb for four days. 18

Now Jerusalem was only about three kilo-
meters from Bethany. 19 Many Jews knew
Lazarus and his family, and they came
from Jerusalem to comfort Martha and
Mary over their brother’s death. 20 When
Martha heard someone say Jesus was
nearby, she went out to the road to meet
him. Mary did not get up but stayed in the
house. 21 When Martha saw Jesus, she
said to him, ”Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. 22 Yet,
even now I know that whatever you ask
from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24

Martha said to him, “I know that he will
come alive again on the day when God
raises all the dead on the last day.” 25 Je-
sus said to her, ”I am the one who raises
people from the dead; I am the one who
gives them life. Whoever trusts in me,
even if he dies, yet he will live again. 26

All thosewho receive life joined tome and
who trust in me—they will never die. Do
you believe me?” 27 She said to him, ”Yes,
Lord! I trust what you say and I trust who
you are, that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, the one God promisedwould come
into the world.

28 After she said that, she returned to the

house and took Mary her sister aside pri-
vately and said to her, “The Teacher is
here, and he is calling for you.” 29 When
Mary heard this, she got up quickly and
went out to him. 30 Now Jesus had not
yet come into the village; he was still at
the place where Martha had met him. 31

The people who had come to the house
to comfort the sisters saw Mary get up
quickly and go outside. So they followed
her, thinking that she was going to the
tomb where they had buried Lazarus in
order to grieve for her brother there.
32 Mary came to the place where Jesus
was; when she saw him, she fell down
before him at his feet and said, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her griev-
ing and crying, and that the mourners
who had come with her were also crying,
he cried out in distress deep within his
spirit, and he was very upset. 34 He said,
“Where have you laid his body?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus
wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how much
he loved Lazarus!” 37 However, some oth-
ers said, “Did he not open the eyes of the
blind man? Why could he not have kept
this man from dying?”
38 Jesus was physically shaken and emo-
tionally upset when he came to the tomb.
It was a cave, and the entrance had been
covered by a large stone. 39 Jesus gave a
command to those standing there, “Take
away the stone.” However, Martha ob-
jected, “Lord, by this time there will be a
putrid odor, for he has been dead for four
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell
you the truth when I told you that if you
trustedme, youwould see who God is and
you would know what God can do?”
41 So they took away the stone. Jesus
looked up toward heaven and said, ”Fa-
ther, I thank you that you have heard me.
42 I know that you always hear me. I said
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this for the sake of the people who are
standing here so that they might put their
trust in you and have confidence in the
fact that you sentme.” 43 After he said that,
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” 44 Themanwhohad died came
out! His hands were still wrapped and
his feet were still bound with linen strips
of cloth, and there was a cloth wrapped
around his face aswell. Jesus said to them,
“Take off the strips of cloth that bind him
and untie him. Let him go.”
45 As a result, many of the Jews who had
come to see Mary and who had witnessed
what Jesus did, put their trust in him. 46

Nevertheless, some of the others went to
the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
had done. 47 So the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered all themembers of the
Jewish council together. Theywere saying
to each other, ”What are we going to do?
This man is performing many miracles. 48
If we allow him to keep doing them, ev-
eryone will trust in him and rebel against
Rome. Then the Roman army will come
and destroy both our temple and our na-
tion!”
49 One of them on the council was Ca-
iaphas, the high priest for that year. He
said to them, ”You all know nothing! 50

Do you not realize that it is better that one
mandie for the people than that thewhole
nation perishes?” 51 He said that, not be-
cause he thought of it himself. Instead,
since he was the high priest that year,
he was prophesying that Jesus would die
for the Jewish nation. 52 But he was also
prophesying that Jesus would die, not just
for the Jewish nation only, but also so he
could gather into one nation from all the
children of God, those who live in other
lands everywhere. 53 So from that day for-
ward, the council began to look for any
way to arrest Jesus and put him to death.
54 Because of that, Jesus no longer trav-

eled around publicly among his Jewish op-
ponents. Instead, he left Jerusalem and,
with the disciples, went to a town called
Ephraim in an area near the wilderness
and desert region. There he stayed with
his disciples for a while.
55 Now it was almost time for the Jew-
ish Passover Celebration, and many wor-
shipers went up from the country and the
villages to Jerusalem. They would wash
themselves in preparation, to make them-
selves clean according to the Jewish rules,
so that they would be allowed to celebrate
the Passover. 56 The worshipers who
came to Jerusalem for the Passover Festi-
val were all looking for Jesus. When they
came and stood in the temple, they said
to one another, “What do you think? He
will not come to the Passover, will he?” 57

The Jewish chief priests and the Pharisees
had issued orders that if anyone found out
where Jesus was, they should report it to
them, so that they could arrest him.

Chapter 12
1 Jesus arrived in Bethany six days before
the Passover Festival began. Bethany was
the village where Lazarus lived, the man
Jesus made alive again after he had died.
2 There in Bethany, they gave a dinner to
honor Jesus. Martha made preparations
for the dinner, and Lazarus was among
those who were sitting together and eat-
ing. 3 Then Mary took a bottle of expen-
sive perfume (called nard) and, to honor
Jesus, she poured it out on his feet and
then wiped his feet with her hair. The
fragrance of the perfume filled the entire
house.
4 However, one of his disciples, Judas Is-
cariot, (hewas the onewhobroke the trust
Jesus had in him, and soon he would give
Jesus up to his enemies)—he objected and
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said, 5 “We should have sold this perfume
for three hundred days’ wages and given
the money to the poor.” 6 He said this, not
because he cared about the poor people,
but because hewas a thief. He kept charge
of the bag that held their money, but he
would take money for his own use when-
ever hewanted. 7 Then Jesus said, ”Leave
her alone! She bought this perfume for
the day when I would die and they would
bury me. 8 You will always have the poor
with you, but you will not always have
me.”
9 A large crowdof Jews in Jerusalemheard
that Jesus was in Bethany, so they went
there. They came not only because Je-
sus was there, but also to see Lazarus,
whom Jesus had made alive. 10 Then the
chief priests decided it was necessary to
put Lazarus to death, as well, 11 for it
was because of him that many of the Jews
were no longer believing inwhat the chief
priests were teaching; instead, they were
putting their trust in Jesus.
12 The next day the large crowd that had
come for the Passover Festival heard that
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 So
they cut branches from palm trees and
went out to welcome him as he came into
the city. They were shouting, “Hosanna!
Praise God! God bless the One who comes
in the Name of the Lord! Welcome, King
of Israel!” 14 When Jesus came near to
Jerusalem, he found a young donkey and
sat on it, riding into the city. By doing this,
he fulfilledwhat had beenwritten in scrip-
ture:

15 ”Do not be afraid, you who live in
Jerusalem.

Look! Your King is coming.

He is riding on a donkey’s colt!”
16 When this happened, his disciples did
not understand that this was a fulfillment
of prophecy. However, after Jesus had fin-

ished his work and had received again his
full powers as God, they looked back and
remembered what the prophets had writ-
ten about him and what people had done
to him.
17 The crowd that was following along
with Jesus kept telling others what they
had seen: That Jesus had called Lazarus
out of the tomb and had made him alive
again. 18 The other crowd of people, those
whowent out of the city gate tomeet Jesus,
did so because they heard he had done
great things to show them his power. 19

So the Pharisees said to each other, “See!
We are gaining no advantage here. Look!
The whole world is following him!”
20 Among those whowent up to Jerusalem
during the Passover Festival were some
Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was
from Bethsaida in the district of Galilee.
They had something to ask him; they said,
“Sir, would you introduce us to Jesus?” 22

So Philip reported this to Andrew, and
they both went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus an-
swered Philip and Andrew, ”It is time for
God to show the people everything that I,
the Son ofMan, have done and to tell them
all that I have said. 24 I am telling you the
truth: Unless a seed of wheat is planted
in the earth and dies, it remains only one
seed; but after it dies in the ground, then it
will grow and produce a harvest of many
seeds. 25 Anyone who tries to live to
please himself will fail, but anyone who
does not live to please himself will keep
his life forever. 26 If anyonewants to serve
me, he must also follow me because my
servant must be where I am. The Father
will honor everyone who serves me.
27 Nowmy soul is greatly troubled. Should
I say, ‘Father, save me from this time
when I will suffer and die!’? No, for this
is the very reason I came into this world.
28 My Father, show how powerful you are
in all you have said, in all you have done,
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and in all you are!”

Then God spoke from heaven, “I have al-
ready displayed my nature, my words,
and my works; and I will do it again!” 29

The crowd that was there heard the voice
of God, but some said it was just thun-
der. Others said an angel had spoken to
Jesus. 30 Jesus replied to them, ”The voice
you heard speakingwas God’s voice. How-
ever, he spoke not for my benefit, but for
yours! 31 Now is the time for God to judge
the world. Now is the time when he will
drive out Satan, the one who rules this
world. 32 As for me, when people raise
me high on a cross, I will draw everyone
to myself.” 33 He said this to let the people
know how he would die.
34 Someone in the crowd answered him,
“We understand from the scriptures that
the Messiah will live forever. So why do
you say that the Son of Manwill die? Who
is this ‘Son of Man’?” 35 Jesus answered,
”My light will shine on you for just a lit-
tle longer. Walk in the light while you
have my light, or the darkness will over-
take you. Those who walk in the darkness
cannot see where they are going! 36 Trust
in that light while you have the light; then
you will belong to the light.

After he said those things, Jesus left them
and hid from them. 37 Although Jesus had
done many miracles, most of the people
did not believe what he had told them. 38

This was to make come true what Isaiah
the prophet had written long ago:

”Lord, who has believed anything that
they have heard from us?

The Lord has shown us howhe can pow-
erfully rescue us!” 39 Yet, they could not
trust in him for the reason that Isaiah had
written: 40 ”The Lord has made them so
they cannot see,

and he has made them stubborn;

they cannot even see with their eyes,

If they could, they would understand;

they would repent and pray for me to
forgive them.

For this reason, I cannot heal them!”
41 Isaiah wrote those words long ago be-
cause he understood that the Messiah
would serve God powerfully.
42 Although this was true, many of the
leaders of the Jewish people put their trust
in Jesus. Nevertheless, they greatly feared
that the Pharisees would ban them from
the synagogues, so they did not speak out
about trusting in Jesus. 43 They preferred
that other people praise and respect them
rather than that God would praise them.
44 Jesus shouted out to the crowd that had
gathered, ”Thosewhoput their trust inme
are not only putting their trust in me but
also are putting their trust in the Father
who sent me. 45 When you see me, you
are also seeing the one who sent me. 46

I have come into the world as the light of
the world; whoever puts his trust in me
will not remain in the darkness.
47 I do not judge those who listen to
my words but refuse to obey me. I did
not come into the world to condemn the
world. 48 Yet, there is something that will
condemn those who reject me and do not
follow my message. They are condemned
by the message I have spoken to them. 49

When I taught aboutGod, Iwas notmerely
saying what I thought. The Father, who
sent me, gave me clear instructions on
what I should say and how I should say it.
50 I know that the Father’s most important
instructions are the ones that teach peo-
ple how to live forever, and I have said ex-
actly what my Father has told me to say.”

Chapter 13
1 It was now the day before the Passover
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Festival was to begin. Jesus knew it was
time for him to leave this world and to re-
turn to his Father. He showed how much
he loved those who were with him here
in this world, and he loved them until the
end of his life. 2 Before Jesus and the disci-
ples had their evening meal, the devil had
already put the thought into the mind of
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, that he
would hand Jesus over to his enemies. 3

Yet Jesus knew that his Father had given
him complete power and authority over
everything. He also knew that he himself
had come from God and would soon re-
turn to God. 4 Jesus got up from the din-
ner. He took off his outer clothing and
wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 He
poured out some water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to
wipe them dry with the towel.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
7 Jesus replied to him, “You do not un-
derstand now what I am doing for you,
but later you will understand.” 8 Peter
said, “You will never wash my feet!” Je-
sus replied to him, “If I do not wash you,
then you have nothing to do with me.” 9

So Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, wash
not only my feet! Wash my hands and my
head also!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One
who has taken a bath needs only to wash
his feet. The rest of his body is already
clean. You are clean, but not all of you.” 11

He knewwhowas going to hand him over.
That is the reason he said, “Not all of you
are clean.”

12 After he finished washing their feet, he
put his outer clothing on again. Then he
sat down at his place again and said, ”Do
you understandwhat I have done for you?
13 You call me ‘teacher’ and ’Lord. You are
right to say this, for that is what I am. 14

If I, your teacher and Lord, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one an-

other’s feet. 15 I have given you an exam-
ple to follow in order that you should do
as I have done for you. 16 I am telling you
the truth: A servant is not greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than
the one who has sent him. 17 If you know
these things, how fortunate you will be if
you do them.
18 I am not saying this about all of you. I
know the ones I have chosen. However,
what is written in scripture must come
true: ‘The one who ate my food with me
as a friend, he has turned against me and
treated me like an enemy.’
19 I am telling you this now before he
hands me over so that when it does hap-
pen, you may believe that I am God. 20 I
am telling you the truth: If you receive the
one I send to you, you are also receiving
me; and whoever receives me, is also re-
ceiving my Father, the one who sent me.”
21 After Jesus said this, he was troubled
within himself. He solemnly declared, “I
am telling you the truth: One of you is go-
ing to hand me over to my enemies.” 22

The disciples looked at one another. They
were confused about which of them he
was talking about. 23 One of the disciples,
John, the onewhom Jesus especially loved,
was at the table next to Jesus. 24 Simon
Peter motioned to John that he should ask
Jesus which disciple he was talking about.
25 So John leaned back against Jesus and
asked him quietly, “Lord, who is it?” 26

Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I
will give this piece of bread after I dip it in
the bowl.” Then he dipped the bread and
gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.
27 As soon as Judas took the piece of bread,
Satan entered in to him and took control
of him. Jesus said to him, “Whatever you
need to do, do it quickly.” 28 No one else
at the table knew why Jesus had said that
to him. 29 Some thought that because Ju-
das had the money bag, Jesus was telling
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him to go and buy some things needed for
the Passover Festival. Others thought Je-
sus was telling Judas to give something to
the poor. 30 After receiving the bread, im-
mediately Judas went out. It was night.
31 After Judas left, Jesus said, ”Now God
will make people know what I, the Son of
Man, am doing. I, the Son of Man, will
make people know what God is doing as
well, and people will praise him for it. 32

Since I, the Son of Man, make God known
to people and since I honor him, God will
also honor me. God will do this immedi-
ately.
33 Little children, I am with you just a lit-
tle while longer. You will look for me; but,
just as I told the Jews, and as I am now
telling you, where I am going, you cannot
come. 34 I will give you this new com-
mand: Youmust love one another, just as I
have loved you. 35 If you love one another,
all people will know that you are my disci-
ples.”
36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where
are you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I
am going, you cannot come with me now;
but you will come later.” 37 Peter said,
“Lord, why can I not come with you now?
I would lay downmy life for you!” 38 Jesus
answered, “Would you really lay down
your life for me, Peter? I am telling you
the truth: The rooster will not crow in the
morning before you will say three times
that you do not know me!”

Chapter 14
1 ”Do not be upset or anxious. You are
trusting in God; trust also in me. 2 Where
my Father lives there are many places to
live. If that were not true, I would have
told you. I go there to prepare a place for
you. 3 If I am going there to prepare a
place for you, I will return and take you

to be with me, so that where I am, there
you may be with me. 4 You know where I
am going, and you know the way.”
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, ”I am
the way, I am the truth, and I am the life.
No one can come to the Father and live
with him unless he comes through me. 7

If you knew me, you would have known
my Father also. From now on, you know
him and you have seen him.”
8 Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the
Father and that will be all we will ever
want!” 9 Jesus said to him, ”Philip, I have
been with you so long, and still you do not
know me. Those who have seen me, have
seen my Father. So why do you say ‘Show
us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that
I am joined to my Father and that my Fa-
ther is joined to me? The things I have
told you—I did not think of these things;
rather, it is my Father who has sent me
to tell you all of these things, for my Fa-
ther is joined to me and works through
me. 11 Trust me because I have told you
that I am joined to the Father and that the
Father is joined to me, or else trust me be-
cause of all the signs and mighty acts you
have seen me do. 12 I am telling you
the truth: Whoever trusts in me will also
do the things that I do. He will do even
greater works because I am going to be
with the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in
my name, that I will do. I will do this in
order that everyone might honor the Fa-
ther and that they might know the Father
because of everything that I, his Son, do. 14
If you ask the Father for anything because
you belong to me, I will do it.
15 If you love me, you will live as I have
taught you. 16 Then I will ask the Father
to give you another gift, and he will send
you another Helper, one who will come
alongside you to be with you forever. 17
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He is the Spirit who tells the truth about
God. The unbelieving people in this world
will never welcome Him. The world can-
not see him or know him. You know him
because he lives with you and he will be
joined to you. 18 I will not abandon
you and leave you with no one to care for
you; I will come to you. 19 Soon the world
will not see me anymore, but you will see
me. Because I live, you will live. 20 When
you see me again, you will know that I
am joined to the Father and that you are
joined to me and I to you. 21 Everyone
who has heard my commandments and
obeys them, they are the ones who love
me. And the ones who love me, my Father
will love them, too; I will love them and I
will reveal myself to them.”

22 Then Judas (not Iscariot, but the other
disciple with the same name) spoke to Je-
sus. He said, “Lord, how will you reveal
yourself just to us and not to the whole
world?” 23 Jesus replied to him, ”This is
how you can tell whether people love me:
Whether they do what I have told you to
do. Any people like this, my Father will
love them. He and I will come to them
and live with them. 24 As for those who
do not love me, they will not obey what
I have told them to do. The things I have
told you are not things that I have decided
to say onmy own; instead, they are things
that my Father has sent me to tell you.
25 I have said these things to you while
I am still with you. 26 The Helper, the
onewho comes alongside to bewith you—
my Father will send him in my name. He
will teach you everything that you need to
know. He will also cause you to remem-
ber all the things that I have told you. 27

As I leave you with peace, it is my peace
that I am giving to you. I give you a kind
of peace no one and nothing that belongs
to this world can give you. So do not be
upset or anxious; and do not be afraid.

28 You heardme say to you that I am going
away and will later come back to you. If
you lovedme, youwould be glad that I am
going back to the Father because the Fa-
ther is greater than I am. 29 I have told you
these things now before they happen so
that, when they do happen, you will con-
tinue to trust me. 30 I will not be able
to talk with you much longer because the
ruler of this world is coming. However,
he has no power over me, 31 and I will do
what the Father has commandedme to do.
This is so that the world will know forever
that I love the Father. Come, let us go from
here.”

Chapter 15
1 ”I am the true vine, and my Father is
the gardener. 2 Every branch in me that
does not grow fruit—my Father cuts it off
and takes it away. As for every branch
that gives good fruit, he makes it clean
by pruning it so that it may produce even
more fruit. 3 You are already pure be-
cause of the message I spoke to you. 4

Remain joined to me, and I will remain
joined to you. As the branch cannot bear
any fruit on its own, neither can you bear
fruit unless you stay joined to me and de-
pend upon me for everything.
5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain joined to me and I remain
joined to you, youwill bearmuch fruit, for
apart fromme you can do nothing at all. 6
Everyone who does not stay joined to me
and draw his life from me will be thrown
away like a dead branch. Those branches
are gathered together and thrown into the
fire and burned. 7 If you stay joined to me
and live by my message, you can ask God
for anything, and he will do it. 8 When
you bear much fruit, it causes people to
honor the Father. Then you are my disci-
ples.
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9 As the Father loved me, so I have loved
you. Continue to allow me to love you. 10

If you obey what I tell you to do, you will
continue to allowme to love you. You will
be like me in this way: I obeyed what my
Father required me to do, and because of
my obedience, I have stayed in his love.
That will be true of you, too. 11 I told
you these things so that my joy may be
in you, and so that you may rejoice to the
fullest extent. 12 What I command you
to do is this: Love each other in the way
that I have loved you. 13 You can have
no greater love than this, that you give up
your life for your friends. 14 You are my
friends if you not only listen to my com-
mands but also live by them. 15 I no longer
call you my servants, for the servant does
not understand what his master is doing.
I now call you friends, for everything I
heard frommy Father I made it all known
to you so that you also could understand
it. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose
you for a reason, so that you should go
out and bear much fruit and so that your
fruit should last forever. As a result, ev-
erything you ask the Father in my name,
he will do for you. 17 This is what I com-
mand you to do: Love one another.

18 If the world despises you, you should re-
alize that it hated me first. 19 If you be-
longed to the unbelievers in this world,
the world would love you, and you would
love what they love and do what they do.
But you do not belong to them; instead, I
chose you to come out from among them.
That is the reason the unbelievers in this
world despise you. 20 Remember when I
taught you this: ‘A servant is not greater
than his master.’ Since they have made
me suffer, you can be sure they will make
you suffer also. If any of them have re-
ceived my teachings and followed them,
they will also follow what you teach them.
21 The unbelievers in this world will do
horrible things to you because you repre-

sentme and because they do not knowmy
Father, who has sent me to you. 22 If I had
not come and spoken God’s message to
them, they would not have been guilty of
rejecting me and my message. However,
now I have come and told themGod’smes-
sage, and they have no excuse for their sin.
23 Whoever hatesme also hatesmy Father.
24 If I had not done those things among
them, those things in which I showed my
power, things that no one else has ever
done, they would not have been guilty of
sin. Yet now that they have seen me, they
hate me, and they hate my Father, too. 25

Thesewordswerewritten in their lawand
have now come true: ‘They hated me for
no reason.’
26 When the Helper comes, he is the one
who will come from the Father and who
will comfort you. He is the Spirit who tells
the truth about God and me. He will tell
everyone who I am, and he will show ev-
eryone all that I have done. 27 You also
must tell everyone what you know about
me because you have been with me the
whole time from the very first days when
I began to teach the people and to do mir-
acles.”

Chapter 16
1 I told you these things so that you would
not stumble or stop trusting inmebecause
of the difficulties youmust face. 2 Difficult
days are ahead. Your enemies will stop
you from worshiping in the synagogues.
However, something even worse will hap-
pen. The days are coming when people
will put you to death and think that they
are pleasing God. 3 They will do this be-
cause they have not known the Father or
me. 4 I have told you these things so that at
the time when these hardships come, you
will remember that I warned you. I did
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not tell you these things at the beginning
because I was with you then.
5 ”Now I am going back to the Father. He
is the one who sent me. Yet none of you
dares to ask me, ‘Where are you going?’
6 Because I have said these things to you,
now sorrow has filled up your hearts. 7 I
tell you the truth, it is good for you that
I am going away. Unless I go away, the
Helperwho comforts youwill not come. If
I go away, I will send him to you. 8 When
the Helper comes, he will convict them
of the sins they have committed; he will
show them that they do not reach God’s
standard of goodness; and he promises
them that God will judge them because
they did what God commanded them not
to do. 9 Their guilt from sin comes because
they could not put their trust in me. 10

Their failure to measure up to God’s stan-
dard of goodness is confirmed because I
am going back to my Father, and you will
no longer see me. 11 Their final account-
ing will come when God brings his pun-
ishment against them for their sin. This is
shown by the punishment that Satan, the
prince of this world, will receive because
he fought against God.
12 I have many more things I want to tell
you. However, if I tell you now, you will
not be able to live well knowing these
things. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will lead you into all the truth you
need to know. He will not speak from his
own authority, but whatever he hears he
will tell you, and he will tell you ahead of
time about things that will happen. 14 The
Spirit will honor me by telling you who I
amand showing youwhat I have done. He
will explain to you everything he heard
from me. 15 Everything my Father has
belongs to me. That is why I said that the
Spirit will take whatever he receives from
me and will explain it to you.
16 In a little while, you will not see me.

Then after a little while, you will see me
again.” 17 So some of his disciples said
to one another, “What does Jesus mean
when he says to us, ‘In a little while, you
will not see me,’ and ‘after a little while,
you will see me again’ and what does he
mean by ‘because I am going back to my
Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does
he mean by saying, ‘after a little while’?
We do not understand what he is saying.”

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him
more questions. So he said to the disci-
ples, ”Whyare you asking each otherwhat
I meant? I said that in a little while, you
would not see me; and then after a lit-
tle while, you would see me again. 20 I
am telling you the truth: You will cry and
grieve, but those who belong to this world
will rejoice. You will go through great sad-
ness, but your sadness will turn into joy.
21 This is like a woman who is suffering
the pains of labor when giving birth. Af-
ter her baby is born, she forgets her an-
guish because of the joy she has that her
child has beenborn into theworld. 22 You,
like her, have sorrow now, but I will see
you again and God will give you great joy,
joy no one can take from you. 23 On that
day, you will have no more questions to
ask me. I am telling you the truth: What-
ever you ask the Father, he will it give it to
you when you ask because you are joined
tome. 24 Up until now, you have not asked
for anything like that. Ask and you will
receive it, and God will give you such joy
that fills everything.

25 I have been speaking these things us-
ing language of parables and riddles, but
there will soon be a time when I will no
longer use that kind of language. Instead,
I will tell you all about my Father in lan-
guage that you can clearly understand. 26

At that time you will make your requests
to God inmy name and according to God’s
purposes. I will not have to ask the Father
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to meet your needs, 27 for the Father him-
self loves you because you have loved me
andhaveput your trust inmeandbecause
you know that I came from God. 28 I came
from the Father, and I entered this world.
Now I am leaving this world, and I am go-
ing back to the Father.”
29 Then his disciples said, ”Finally! Now
you are speaking plainly and not using fig-
urative language. 30 Now we understand
that you know everything. There is no
need to ask you questions. This is why we
gave you our trust, and we know for cer-
tain that you came from God.”
31 Jesus replied to them, ”Do you now fi-
nally put your trust in me? 32 Look!
The time is coming when others will scat-
ter you everywhere! Each one will go to-
ward his own home, and you will leave
me. However, I will not be alone because
the Father is alwayswithme. 33 I have told
you these things so youmay have peace in
me. In the world you have trials and sor-
rows, but be brave! I have conquered the
world!”

Chapter 17
1 After Jesus said these things, he looked
up to the sky and said, ”Father, it is time
for you to announce to everyone and to
tell themwho I, your Son, am, and to show
them all that I have done. Do this so that
I, your Son, may reveal you to everyone
who you really are, the great King who
can do anything. 2 Do this just as you
have allowed me, your Son, to rule over
all people. Father, you have done this in
order that I might be able to them live
forever—all whom you have given to me.
3 This is everlasting life: To know you,
Father—you, who are the only true God,
and to know me, Jesus the Messiah, the
one whom you have sent into the world.

4 I have brought all kinds of people to you
to show them all about you. I did this by
finishing the work you gave me. 5 Father,
give me honor by bringing me into your
own presence, as wewere before the time
we created the world.

6 Thosewhomyou chose fromeveryone in
this world to belong to me—I have taught
themwho you really are andwhat you are
like. They belonged to you and you have
given them to me. They have believed
in what you said to them, and they have
obeyed it. 7 Now they know that every-
thing you have given me comes from you.
8 I gave them the message that you gave
me. They accepted it, and now they know
for sure that I came from you, and they be-
lieve that you sent me. 9 I am praying for
them. I am not praying for those who be-
long to this world, those who continue to
oppose you. I am praying for those whom
you gave me because they belong to you.
10 All I have belongs to you, and all you
have is mine. They know who I am, and
they sincerely tell the truth about who I
am. 11 I am not staying in the world any
longer. However, they are staying in the
world. I am coming to you. Holy Father,
keep them safe; keep them belonging to
yourself by the same power that you gave
to me so that they may be united together,
just as we are. 12 While I was with them, I
kept them safe and watched over them by
your ownpower. Not one of themwas lost,
except the one whom you had destined
for destruction, as the scriptures foretold
long ago.

13 Now I am coming to you, Father. I have
said these things while I am here in the
world so that I may give them my com-
plete joy. 14 I have spoken your messages
to them, and the world has hated them
andwould not listen to yourmessage. The
world hated them because, like me, they
do not belong to this world, but they have
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another home. 15 I am not asking for
you to take them out of this world, but
instead for you to protect them from the
harm that the evil one can do to them.
16 They do not belong to this world, just
as I do not. 17 Set them apart for your-
self by teaching them the truth about your-
self. Teach them what they need to know
so that you can set them apart, for your
messages are completely true. 18 As you
sentme into the world, I am sending them
into the world. 19 I am giving myself com-
pletely to you for their sakes so that they
can truly give themselves to you.
20 ”I amprayingnot only for these, but also
I ampraying for thosewhowill trust inme
when they hear their message. 21 I pray
that they may all be united, just as you
and I are united. Father, you are united
to me, and I am to you—may they also
be united to us. Do this so that the world
will know you sent me. 22 I have shown
them who I am, and they have seen what
I have done. I have taught them this so
that they may be united together, as you
and I are united. 23 I am united with them
and you are united with me. I have done
this so that they may be perfectly united
together and so that the unbelievers may
know that you sent me and that you love
them, just as you love me.
24 ”Father, I want these whom you have
given to me to be with me always where I
am so that they can see the splendor and
majesty you will give to me when I am
with you. You do this because you have
lovedme from before the time we created
the world.
25 O Righteous Father, the world does not
know you, but I know you; and these with
me here know that you have sent me to
them. 26 I have made them knowwho you
are. I will continue to do this so that you
may love them like you love me and so
that I may be united with them.”

Chapter 18
1 When Jesus finished his prayer, he went
with his disciples and crossed the Kidron
Valley. On the other side therewas a grove
of olive trees, and they entered it.
2 Judas, the one who was about to hand Je-
sus over to his enemies, knew where the
place was because Jesus often went there
with his disciples. 3 Now the chief priests
and the Pharisees had ordered some sol-
diers and officers to go there with Judas.
So they went to the garden with lanterns,
torches, and weapons. 4 Jesus knewwhat
was going to happen to him, so he went
forward and asked them, “For whom are
you looking?” 5 They replied to him, “Je-
sus the Nazarene.” Jesus said to them, “I
am that person.” (Now Judas, the onewho
was handing him over, was standing with
them.) 6 When Jesus said to them, “I
am that person,” they swiftly moved back
and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them
again, “For whom are you looking?” They
answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 Jesus
replied to them, ”I told you that I am that
person. Since I am the one you are look-
ing for, let these other men go. 9 This hap-
pened in order to fulfill the words he had
said when he was praying to his Father, “I
did not lose even one of those you gave
me.”
10 Then Simon Peter drew out a short
sword and struck the high priest’s servant,
a man named Malchus, and cut off his
right ear. 11 Jesus said to Peter, “Put your
sword back into its sheath! Of course I
will suffer in the way that my Father has
planned for me to do.”
12 Then the group of soldiers, along with
their captain and some of the temple
guards, seized Jesus and tied him to pre-
vent him from escaping. 13 Then they
took him to Annas, the father-in-law of Ca-
iaphas, who was the high priest that year.
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14 It was Caiaphas who had advised other
leaders that it would be better that one
man should die for the people than that
all the people should perish.
15 Simon Peter followed Jesus and so did
another disciple. The other disciple was
known to the high priest, so he had per-
mission to enter the high priest’s court-
yard when the soldiers took Jesus. 16 Pe-
ter had to stop outside at the gate. So the
other disciple went out again and spoke
to the servant girl who was watching the
gate, and she let Peter in. 17 That servant
girl said to Peter, “You are one the disci-
ples of the man whom they have arrested,
are you not?” He said, “No, I am not.” 18 It
was cold, so the high priest’s servants and
temple guards made a charcoal fire and
were standing and warming themselves
around it. Peter was also there with them.
He was standing and warming himself.
19 The high priest questioned Jesus about
his disciples and what he had been teach-
ing them. 20 Jesus replied, ”I have spoken
openly to everyone. I have always taught
in the synagogues and in the temple, in the
places where our people come together.
I have said nothing in secret. 21 So why
are you asking me these questions? Ask
the people who heard what I taught them.
They know what I said.” 22 When Jesus
said these things, one of the temple guards
standing near him struck him hard with
his hand. He said, “That is not the right
way to answer the high priest.” 23 Jesus
replied to him, “If I had said something
wrong, tell me what it was. However, if
what I said was right, you should not slap
me!” 24 Then Annas sent Jesus, who was
still tied up, to Caiaphas the high priest.
25 Simon Peter was still standing and
warming himself. Another person said to
him, “You are one of the disciples of the
man whom they have arrested, are you
not?” He said, “No, I am not.” 26 One of

the high priest’s servants, a relative of the
man whose ear Peter had cut off, said to
him, “Surely I saw you in the olive tree
grove with the man they have arrested,
did I not?” 27 Peter again denied it, and
immediately a rooster crowed.

28 Then the soldiers led Jesus from Ca-
iaphas’ house to the headquarters of Pi-
late, the Roman governor. It was early
morning. Pilate was not a Jew, so Je-
sus’ accusers thought that if they entered
his headquarters, they would defile them-
selves and be unable to celebrate the
Passover Festival. So they did not go in.
29 So Pilate came out to talk to them. He
said, “Ofwhat are you accusing thisman?”
30 “If this man were not a criminal, we
would not have brought him to you!” they
replied. 31 Then Pilate said to them, “Take
him yourselves, and judge him by your
own law.” Then the Jewish leaders said,
“Wewant to execute him, but your Roman
law prevents us from doing that.” 32 They
said this in order to make true what Jesus
had said about the kind of death he was
going to die.

33 Pilate then went back inside his head-
quarters. He summoned Jesus and said to
him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 34 Je-
sus replied, “Are you asking because you
yourself want to know, or did others tell
you to ask me this question?” 35 Pilate
replied, “I am not a Jew! Your own nation
and the chief priests have delivered you
over to me. What have you done wrong?”
36 Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not part
of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servantswould have been fight-
ing to keep me from being handed over to
my Jewish opponents, but my kingdom is
not of this world.” 37 Then Pilate said to
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus replied,
“Yes. The reason I was born and came
into this world was to tell people the truth
about God. Everyone who loves the truth
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listens to me.” 38 Pilate asked him, “What
is true?”

After Pilate asked that question, he went
outside and talked to the Jewish leaders
again. He said to them, ”I find he has bro-
ken no law. 39 However, you Jews have
a custom where every year during the
Passover Festival, you ask me to release
one man who is in prison. So would you
like forme to release to you the King of the
Jews?” 40 They shouted again, “No, do not
release this man, but release Barabbas!”
Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.

Chapter 19
1 Then Pilate sent for Jesus. He had his sol-
diers beat him severely usingwhips. 2 The
soldiers also twisted together a crown and
they put it on his head. They also put a
purple robe on him. 3 They mocked him
and said, “Greetings, King of the Jews!”
and they struck him over and over again.
4 Pilate came outside again and said to
the people, “Look, I am bringing him out
to you so that you can know that I find
no reason to punish him.” 5 So Jesus
came out, wearing the crown of thorns
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them,
“Look, here is the man!” 6 When the chief
priests and temple guards saw him, they
shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pi-
late said to them, “Take him yourselves
and crucify him! As for me, I find no rea-
son to punish him.” 7 The Jewish lead-
ers replied to Pilate, “We have a certain
law that says he ought to die because he
claimed to be the Son of God.” 8 When Pi-
late heard this, he was even more afraid.
9 He entered his headquarters once more
and called the soldiers to bring Jesus back
inside. Thenhe said to Jesus, “Fromwhere
do you come?” However, Jesus gave him
no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “Will

you not speak to me? Do you not know
that I have authority to release you, and I
also have authority to crucify you?” 11 Je-
sus answeredhim, “Youwould haveno au-
thority overme at all, if God had not given
it to you. So the one who handed me over
to you is guilty of a worse sin.”
12 From that moment on, Pilate kept try-
ing to release Jesus. However, the Jew-
ish leaders cried out, “If you release this
man, you are no friend of Caesar! Any-
one who makes himself a king, stands op-
posed to Caesar.” 13 When Pilate heard
that, he brought Jesus out. Then Pilate sat
downbefore him in the judgment seat, the
place where he usually pronounced ver-
dicts. This was called “The Stone Pave-
ment,” and in Aramaic it was “Gabbatha.”
14 Now it was the day before the Passover
Festival, the day of preparation. It was
almost noontime when Pilate said to the
Jews, “See, here is your king!” 15 They
shouted, “Take himaway! Take himaway!
Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Should
I crucify your king?” The chief priests
replied, “We have no king but Caesar!” 16

So Pilate handed Jesus over to them, and
they took him away.
17 He went out, carrying his own cross by
himself to the place called “The Place of a
Skull,” which in Aramaic is called “Golgo-
tha.” 18 There they crucified him, and at
the same time they also nailed two other
criminals to their crosses. One was on ei-
ther side, with Jesus in the middle.
19 Pilate also told someone to write on a
board a notice and fasten it to Jesus’ cross.
It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews.’ 20Many Jews read this sign, because
the place where Jesus was crucified was
near the city, and the sign was written
in three languages: Aramaic, Latin, and
Greek. 21 The chief priests went back to
Pilate and said, “You should not have writ-
ten, ‘King of the Jews’, but rather, thisman
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said, ‘I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate
replied, “You must leave the sign exactly
as I have written it.”

23 After the soldiers had put Jesus on the
cross, they took his clothes and divided
them into four parts, one part for each sol-
dier. However, they kept his tunic sepa-
rate. This tunic had been woven from top
to bottom from one piece of cloth. 24 So
they said to each other, “Let us not tear it.
Instead, let us decide who will keep it as
one piece by casting lots for the one who
will get it.” This happened to make come
true the scripture that said,

”They divided my clothes among them.

They cast lots for my clothing.”
25 The soldiers did those things.

Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene
were all standing near his cross. 26 When
Jesus saw his mother standing there and
John, the disciple whom he especially
loved, standing nearby, he said to his
mother, “Mother, here is the one who will
act like a son to you.” 27 And he said to the
disciple, “Here is your mother!” So from
that very moment, that disciple took her
to live in his home.
28 A little later, Jesus knew that every-
thing that God sent him to do had now
been done, and in order to make come
true onefinal thing that the scriptures had
foretold, he said, “I am thirsty!” 29 A jar
of sour wine stood there, so they took a
short branch from a hyssop plant and put
a sponge on it, and they dipped in the sour
wine and held it up to Jesus’ mouth. 30 Af-
ter Jesus drank the sour wine, he said, “It
is finished,” and he bowed his head and
died.
31 This was the day of preparation for the
Passover (and the next day was a very
special Sabbath). It was against the law
to allow dead bodies to remain on the

crosses on the Sabbath, so they went to
Pilate and asked him to break the legs of
the three men so that the men would die
quickly and their bodies would be taken
down. 32 So the soldiers came and broke
the legs of the first and then of the other,
the two men who had been crucified with
Jesus. 33 When they came to Jesus, they
saw he was dead already. So they did not
break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the
soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear,
and right away blood and water poured
out of his body. 35 The one who saw this
bears witness—his testimony is true, and
he knows he is telling the truth—so that
you may put your trust in Jesus. 36 These
things happened in order to fulfill what
was written in scripture: “No one will
break any of his bones.”

37 And they fulfilled another scripture that
read: ‘They will look on the one whom
they have pierced.’

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea,
a disciple of Jesus, but a secret disciple
because he was afraid of the Jews, went
to Pilate and asked him if he might take
away Jesus’ body. Pilate gave Joseph per-
mission, so he came and took away the
body of Jesus. 39 Nicodemus, who had
once come to Jesus at night, also came
and brought with him amixture of myrrh
and aloe spices to prepare the body for
burial. The spices weighed about 33 kilo-
grams. 40 They took the body of Jesus
andwrapped it in strips of linen cloth, and
they packed the wrappings full with all
the spices. 41 Now in the place where Je-
sus was crucified was a garden, and at
the edge of the garden was a new tomb
in which no one had been buried. 42 The
Passover was about to begin that evening,
and they chose this tomb because it was
close at hand and because they could bury
Jesus quickly. So they laid Jesus there.

36



JOHN

Chapter 20
1 Now on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb very
early in the day, while it was still dark.
She saw that someone had moved the
stone away from the tomb. 2 So she
ran to Jerusalem, where Simon Peter
and the other disciple—the one whom Je-
sus loved—were staying, and told them,
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb,
and we do not know where they have put
him!” 3 When they heard this, Peter and
the other disciple rushed out to the tomb.
4 They were both running, but the other
disciplewas faster than Peter and reached
the tomb first. 5 He bent down and looked
into the tomb; he saw the strips of linen
lying there, but he hesitated to go in. 6

Then Simon Peter, who was running be-
hind him, arrived there, but he went in-
side the tomb. He, too, saw the strips of
linen cloth lying there, 7 but he also saw
the cloth cover that had been on Jesus’
head, folded and put aside, separate from
the linen strips. 8 Then the other disci-
ple also went inside; he saw these things
and began to believe that Jesus had risen
from the dead. 9 They still did not under-
stand the scriptures that said Jesus must
rise from the dead.

10 So the disciples went back to their
homes. 11 Mary was left standing just out-
side the tomb, weeping. As she wept, she
bent down and looked into the tomb. 12

She saw two angels dressed inwhite robes
sitting on the very placewhere Jesus’ body
had been, one at the head, the other at the
feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are
you weeping?” She said to them, “They
have taken away my Lord, and I do not
know where they have put him!” 14 After
she said that, she turned around and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know
that it was he. 15 He said to her, “Woman,

why are you weeping? For whom are you
looking?” She thought the man speaking
to her was the gardener, and she said to
him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me
where you have put him, and I will take
him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She
turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rab-
boni!” (which means “Teacher”). 17 Jesus
said to her, “Do not touch me, for I have
not yet gone up to heaven to be with my
Father. Go to my disciples and tell them,
‘I am about to return to heaven to be with
myFather andyour Father, to the onewho
ismy God and your God.’ ” 18 MaryMagda-
lene went to the disciples and announced,
“I have seen the Lord”—and she reported
to them what Jesus had said to her.

19 On the evening of that day, the first
day of the week, the doors were locked,
and the disciples were staying inside be-
cause they were afraid that the Jewish au-
thorities might arrest them. Suddenly Je-
sus came and stood in the middle of their
group; he said to them, “May God give you
peace.” 20 After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. The disciples
had great joy when they saw the Lord! 21

Jesus said to them again, “May God give
you peace. Just as the Father sentme, now
I am sending you.” 22 After he said this,
he breathed on them and said, ”Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins
of anyone, God will forgive them. If you
do not forgive another’s sins, they will be
held against them.”

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, who
was called “The Twin,” was not with the
other disciples when Jesus came to them.
25 The other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” However, he said to them,
“Unless I see the marks of the nails in his
hands and put my fingers in the holes
made by the nails, and unless I put my
hand into the gaping wound on his side,
I will never put my trust in him.”

37



JOHN

26 Eight days later, his discipleswere again
inside the house, and this time Thomas
was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them,
and he said to them all, “May God give you
peace.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here and see my hands, and
put out your hand and place it in my side!
Stop doubting that it is I; put your trust in
me.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Now
you believe that I have risen because you
see me. Yet God gives great happiness to
those who have not seen me and still be-
lieve.”
30 Now Jesus did many other works of
power and miracles that proved who he
is. The disciples witnessed them, but they
were so numerous that I have not written
them all down in this book. 31 Neverthe-
less, I have written these so that you may
have complete confidence that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and so that by
trusting in him, you may have eternal life
in his name.

Chapter 21
1 After that, Jesus appeared to the disciples
by Lake Tiberias (also known as the Sea of
Galilee). He made himself known in this
way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called The
Twin), Nathaniel of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee (James and John), and two
other disciples, were together. 3 Simon Pe-
ter said to the others, “I am going fishing.”
They said, “We will go with you.” They
went out and got into the boat, but that
night they caught nothing. 4 In the morn-
ing as day was breaking, Jesus stood on
the shore, but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “My
friends, do you have any fish?” They said,
“No.” 6 He said to them, “Throw your net

out off the right side of the boat and you
will find some.” They cast it as he told
them, and they caught so many fish in the
net that they were unable to pull the net
into the boat! 7 John, the disciple whom
Jesus especially loved, said to Peter, “It is
the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard him
say this, he tucked up his outer garment
around himself (he hadworn almost noth-
ing while working), and jumped into the
water. 8 The other disciples came to shore
in the boat, pulling behind the net full of
fish. They were not far from shore, only
ninety meters away. 9 When they got to
shore, they saw a charcoal fire ready and
hot, with fish cooking on it, and there was
some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring
someof thefish that youhave just caught!”
11 Simon Peter got back in the boat and
dragged the net to the shore, full of large
fish. There were 153 of them. Even so, the
net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them,
“Come and eat breakfast!” None of the dis-
ciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?”
They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came
and took the bread and gave it to them. He
did the same with the fish. 14 This was the
third time that Jesus appeared to the disci-
ples after God had brought him back from
the dead.

15 When they finished breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me more than these others
love me?” Peter said to him, “Yes, Lord,
you know I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed
my lambs.” 16 Jesus said to him a second
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” He replied, “Yes, Lord, you know
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Be
a shepherd to my sheep.” 17 Jesus said
to him a third time, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me?” Peter was grieved be-
cause Jesus asked him three times, “Do
you loveme?” Peter said, “Lord, you know
everything. You know that I love you.” Je-
sus said, “Feed my sheep.” 18 I am telling
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you the truth: When you were young, you
put your own clothes on and you walked
about wherever you wanted to go. How-
ever, when you are old, you will stretch
out your hands, and someone will dress
you and will lead you where you do not
want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate
how Peter would die in order to honor
God. Then Jesus said to him, “Followme.”
20 Peter turned around and saw John, the
disciple whom Jesus especially loved fol-
lowing them. He was the one who had
leaned close to Jesus at the table and said,
“Lord, who is going to hand you over to
your enemies?” 21 When Peter saw him,
he said to Jesus, “Lord, what is going to
happen to this man?” 22 Jesus said to him,

“If I want him to remain alive until I re-
turn, that is not your concern! You follow
me.” 23 So the report circulated among the
brothers and sisters that this disciple was
not going to die. Yet Jesus did not say that
he would not die. He said only, “If I want
him to remain alive until I return, that is
not your concern!”

24 I, John, am the disciple who is bearing
witness about all these things, and I have
written them down. We know that his tes-
timony is true.

25 Jesus did many other things, so many
that if they were all written down, I sup-
pose the whole world could not contain
the books that would be written.
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