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PHILIPPIANS
Chapter 1

11, Paul, am writing this to the dear fellow
believers who live in the city of Philippi.
We, Paul and Timothy, are sending this let-
ter to all of you in Philippi whom God has
set apart for himself, you who are joined
to Christ Jesus. We are also sending this
letter to the overseers and deacons who
are serving there. 2 We pray that God our
Father and Jesus Christ our Lord will be
kind to you and give you peace.

3 I thank my God as I pray to him, when-
ever I think about you. 4 I am constantly
praying for you with joy 3 and thanking
God because you are working with Tim-
othy, me, and others in proclaiming the
good news from the first day you believed
until now. ¢ I know that God is doing very
good things among you. I am completely
confident that he will finish those things
at the time when Jesus Christ returns. "’
It is right for me to feel this way about
you because I love you from my heart.
You have been partners with me in car-
rying out the work that God kindly gave
me to do, whether now as I am in prison,
or when I speak in public about the good
news and show people that itis true. 8 God
sees how deeply I desire to be with you,
just as I deeply love you all, just as Christ
Jesus tenderly loves us all.

9 1 am praying for you, that you might
love each other more and more, and that
you might know and understand why God
wants you to do so. ° I also pray that
God will enable you to know what you
should believe and the best ways in which
you should act. I pray for this so that you
might be honest and blameless at the time
when Christ returns. ' I also pray that you
will always do the things that you can do
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because God has declared you good in his
sight because of Jesus Christ. Then other
people will see how you honor God.

12 My fellow believers, I want you to know
that the hard things I have suffered have
not prevented me from proclaiming the
good news to people. Instead, my hard-
ships have enabled even more people to
hear the good news about Christ. 3 In
particular, all the military guards here in
Rome and many other people in this city
now know that I am a prisoner because I
proclaim the good news about Christ. 4
Also, most of the believers here now pro-
claim the good news about Jesus more
courageously and fearlessly because they
trust the Lord more firmly to help them.
They speak about Jesus more confidently
because they have seen the Lord help me
in prison to speak the good news.

15 Some people are proclaiming the good
news because they are jealous and they
want believers to honor them rather than
me. But others are proclaiming the good
news because they love Christ and they
want people who have not heard the good
news to hear it. ¢ Those who proclaim
the good news because they love Christ
know that God appointed me to speak in
public and explain why the good news is
true. 17 But those who are proclaiming
the good news about Christ for selfish rea-
sons do not have good reasons for doing
so. They believe they are causing me more
suffering while I am here in prison. 18
But it does not matter! People are pro-
claiming the good news about Christ, ei-
ther for good reasons or for bad reasons.
So I am rejoicing that people are spread-
ing the message about Jesus Christ! And I
will continue to rejoice in that!

19 T will rejoice because I know that God
will free me from prison. He will do this
because you are praying for me and be-
cause the Spirit of Jesus Christ is helping



me. 201 eagerly and confidently expect
that in no way will I fail to do what I
should do. Instead, I will have courage
now, just as in the past. I will honor Christ
with my body, whether I live or die.

21 As for me, I live to honor Christ. But if I
die, it will be even better for me. 22 On the
other hand, if I continue to live here in my
body in this world, I will be able to serve
Christ here. So I do not know whether I
prefer to live or to die. 23 I cannot choose
which I prefer, living or dying. I long to
die and leave this world and go to be with
Christ, because to be with Christ would be
very much better for anyone. ?* But it is
more necessary that I remain alive here
on earth because you still need me to help
you. % Since I am convinced of this, I
know that I will remain alive with you all
to help you rejoice and trust Christ more.
26 So you should be happy about me be-
cause of Christ Jesus whenIam once again
with you.

27 Most importantly, behave in front of
the people who live around you in a way
that shows that you honor the good news
about Christ. Do this so that whether or
not I come and see you, how you live will
make me happy. They should tell me that
you together are doing your best to be-
lieve and live as the good news teaches us.
28 Do not let any of those people who are
against you frighten you! When you are
courageous and resist them, this will show
them that God will destroy them but will
save you. 29 God is kind to you: He is al-
lowing you to suffer for Christ as well as
to trust in him. 3° You are having to re-
sist those who oppose the good news, just
like you saw that I had to resist such peo-
ple there in Philippi, and just like you hear
that I still have to resist such people here
Now.
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Chapter 2

1 Since Christ encourages us, since he
loves us and comforts us, since God’s
Spirit fellowships with us, and since Christ
is very merciful to us, 2 make me com-
pletely happy by doing the following
things: Agree with one another, love one
another, act together as one person, and
try to accomplish the same things. 3
Never try to make yourselves more im-
portant than others nor boast about what
you are doing. Instead, be humble, and
in particular, honor one another more
than you honor yourselves. 4 Each one of
you should not only be concerned about
your needs. You should also be concerned
about other people and help them when
they have needs.

5> Think the same way as Christ Jesus
thinks:

6 Although he is deserving of all the hon-
ors that God should receive,

he took his honors and laid them down,
and did not hold on to them.

7 Instead, he gave up everything,
taking on the qualities of a servant,
and he became a human being.

8 And he humbled himself by taking on
human form,

and in his humility he obeyed God

even though obedience to God meant
he had to die,

and he died a terrible death, the death
of a criminal, death on the cross.

9 Because of Christ’s obedience to him,
God honored him very much;

he honored him more than anyone else
who has ever lived,

10 5o that when everyone hears the
name “Jesus”



everyone will bow down to honor him,

people who are in heaven, and on earth,
and under the earth;

11 50 that everyone will say the same
praises,

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

and they will praise God the Father be-
cause of him.

12 My dear friends, as you always obeyed
God when I was with you, now that I
am apart from you, obey him even more.
Honor God together, be humble, and do
your best to live as those whom God is sav-
ing. 13 For God is working in your hearts
so that you will want to do and then actu-
ally do the good things that please him.

14 Do everything without complaining
or arguing, ® so that you neither do
nor think of anything wrong as you live
among unbelievers, since many of these
are wicked people who call evil good.
Among these wicked people you should
be like the stars at night that shine in the
midst of darkness. ¢ Keep trusting in the
message that can make you live forever. If
you do this, I will rejoice at the time when
Christ returns, because then I will know
that I did not work among you uselessly.

17 And I will greatly rejoice with you all,
even if they kill me, and my blood pours
out like something I offer to God. It will be
in addition to what you sacrifice to God be-
cause you trust in him. 8 In the same way
you, too, should rejoice together with me!

19 T am trusting in the Lord Jesus to be
able to send Timothy to you soon. I hope
that when he returns, he will encourage
me by telling me about what God is do-
ing in your lives. 2° I have no one else
like Timothy who genuinely cares for you.
21 All the others whom I might send to
you are concerned only about their own
matters. They are not concerned enough
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about what Jesus Christ considers impor-
tant. 22 But you know Timothy’s proven
character, because as a son with a father
he served me in the gospel. 23 I confidently
expect to send Timothy to you as soon as I
know what will happen to me. #* And be-
cause I believe that the Lord wants this to
happen, I am confident that they will soon
release me, and that I will come to you my-
self.

25 I believe that I must send Epaphroditus
back to you. He is a fellow believer and
my fellow worker and soldier for Christ,
and your messenger and servant whom
you sent to help me in my need. 26 When
Epaphroditus learned that you heard he
was sick, he became very worried and be-
gan longing to be there with all of you at
Philippi. ?” Indeed, he was so sick that he
almost died, but he did not die. Instead,
God was very kind to him and also to me,
so that Iwould not have a reason to grieve
much. 28 So I am sending him back to
you as quickly as possible. I will do this in
order that you may rejoice when you see
him again, and that I might grieve less. 29
Welcome Epaphroditus with the great joy
we have because the Lord Jesus loves us.
Honor him and other believers like him.
30 As he was working for Christ, he almost
died. He ran the risk of dying in order to
supply the things that I needed, something
you could not do because you are far away
from me.

Chapter 3

1 Finally, my fellow believers, continue to
rejoice because you belong to the Lord.
Though I will now write to you about
those same matters that I mentioned to
you before, this does not make me tired,
and it will protect you from those who
would like to harm you.



2 Beware of those people who are as dan-
gerous to you as wild dogs. They just mu-
tilate men’s bodies so they will become
Jews. 3 But as for us—the Spirit of God
enables us to truly worship God; we re-
joice because we trust in Christ Jesus; and
the rituals or ceremonies that people per-
form mean nothing to us. Therefore we
ourselves are what it truly means to be cir-
cumcised. 4 If anyone could have done
enough things to please God, it would
have been me.

5 They circumcised me seven days after I
was born. I was born as one of the peo-
ple of Israel. I am from the tribe of Ben-
jamin. You cannot find a person more He-
brew than myself! My ancestors were all
Hebrews. And it was as a Pharisee that
I obeyed all the laws of Moses and what
our ancestors taught about them. 61 was
so passionate to make people obey the law
that I caused believers in Christ to suffer.
No one could say that I ever disobeyed the
law.

7 But everything that I then considered to
be important I now consider to be worth-
less, because Christ has changed me. 8
Instead, even more I now consider all
things as not only worthless, but as use-
less garbage to throw away, compared to
how great it is to know Christ Jesus my
Lord. I have removed from my life every-
thing worthless, in order to benefit from
Christ. ® Inow belong completely to Christ.
I know that I cannot make myself good in
God’s sight by keeping the law. Instead I
trust totally in Christ, so God has declared
me good in His sight. 1® When God de-
clared me good in his sight, he did this so
that I could begin to know Christ; so that
God could begin to work in me with the
same power with which he raised Christ
from the dead; so that I could begin to suf-
fer along with Christ as he suffered; and so
that Christ could make me more like him
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when he died. 1! All of this is because I
fully expect that God will cause me to live
again, as he has promised.

12 1 do not claim that all of these things
have fully happened to me yet. But I
keep trying to receive these things, be-
cause these things are why Christ Jesus
took possession of me. 13 My fellow be-
lievers, I certainly do not yet think that all
these things have completely happened to
me. But I am like a runner, because I do
not look backward as I run toward the fin-
ish line. 1 Instead, I keep running toward
the finish line, in order to win the prize,
which is to live forever with God. This
is what God has called me for, and what
Christ Jesus has made possible. 15 So all
of us who have become strong believers
should think this same way. But if any
of you do not think this same way, God
will reveal this to you. 1 Whatever is true
about us now, however far we have come,
let us trust Christ more and more in the
same way we have done until now.

17 My fellow believers, join with me and
imitate me, and observe closely those peo-
ple who live as I do, and imitate our ex-
ample. 18 There are many people who say
that they believe in Christ, but they really
oppose what he did on the cross for us.
I have told you about those people many
times before, and now I am sad, even cry-
ing, as I tell you about them again. °
God will destroy them in the end because
their god is their desire to eat, and they
live shamefully and think about things of
the earth. 2% As for us, we are citizens
of heaven. It is from heaven that we are
eagerly awaiting our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ to return. 2! He will change the
bodies we have now, weak and humble
bodies, into bodies like his own powerful
body. He will do this with the same power
with which he controls all things.



Chapter 4

1 My fellow believers, I love you and I
long for you. You give me joy; you will be
the reason for which God will reward me.
Dear friends, continue to believe firmly in
the Lord, as I have described to you in this
letter.

2 Turge you, Euodia, and I urge you, Synty-
che, to again have a peaceful relationship
with each other, because you are both
joined to the Lord Jesus. 3 And I also urge
you, my faithful partner, please help these
women. They have faithfully proclaimed
the good news and worked with me, to-
gether with Clement and the rest of my
fellow laborers, whose names are in The
Book of Life in which God has written the
names of all those people who will live for-
ever.

4 Always rejoice for the Lord Jesus! I say
again, rejoice! 5 All people must see that
you are gentle because the Lord is near.
6 Do not worry about anything. Instead,
in every situation pray to God, tell him ex-
actly what you need, and ask him to help
you. And thank God for all he does for
you. 7 Then God’s peace, which is much
greater than we can understand, will be
like a soldier that is guarding how you feel
and how you think, as we are joined to
Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, my fellow believers, whatever
is true, whatever is worthy for people to
honor, whatever is right, whatever no one
can find fault with, whatever is pleasing,
whatever people should admire, what-
ever is good, whatever deserves people to
praise it: These are the things that you
should always be thinking about. ® Those
things that I have taught you and that you
have received from me, those things that
you have heard me say and that you have
seen me do, those are the things that you
yourselves should always do. Then God,
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who gives us his peace, will be with you.

10 T rejoice greatly and thank the Lord
because now, after some time, you sent
money to me, and so you have once again
shown that you are concerned about me.
Indeed, you were concerned about me all
the time, but you had no opportunity to
show it. 11 I am not saying this because I
need certain things. In fact, [ have learned
to be content with whatever I have. 12 1
am able to be needy or to have plenty. I
have learned how to be satisfied in all cir-
cumstances. I know the secret of how to
be happy at all times. 1 I am able to do ev-
erything because Christ makes me strong.
14 Nevertheless, you did the right thing to
share with me in my hardship.

15 My friends there at Philippi, you your-
selves know that during the time I first
proclaimed the good news to you, when
I left there to go away from the province
of Macedonia, no assembly of believers
sent me funds or helped me in any way ex-
cept you only! 1 Even when I was in the
city of Thessalonica, you sent money more
than once to supply what I needed. 17 I say
this, not because I desire that you give me
money now. Instead, I want to see you do
even more things that God will praise you
for.

18 T have plenty of things now. I have
so many things that you sent me through
Epaphroditus. These things are like when
priests burn an animal sacrifice to God
and it smells good to him. * God, whom
I serve, will supply everything you need
because you belong to Jesus Christ, who
owns the splendor and wealth of heaven.
20 5o people should praise God our Father,
who will rule forever and ever in brilliant
light! Amen!

21 Greet for me all the believers. They
all belong to God! The believers with me
greet you, as well. 22 All of God’s people
here send their greetings to you. Espe-
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cially the fellow believers who work in the 23 My desire is that our Lord Jesus Christ
palace of Caesar, the emperor, send their will continue to act kindly toward you all.
greetings to you.
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