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GENESIS

GENESIS

and trees. 13 This was an evening and
morning, the third day.
14

Chapter 1
1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 When he began
to create the earth, it was shapeless and
completely desolate. Darkness covered
the surface of the deep water. And the
Spirit of God was hovering over the wa3
ter.
God said, “I command there to
be light,” and there was light. 4 God was
pleased with the light. Then he made the
light shine in some places at certain times,
while in other places there was still darkness. 5 He named the light “day,” and he
named the darkness “night.” This was an
evening and morning, the ﬁrst day.
6

Then God said, “I command that there be
an empty space like a huge dome to separate the water into two parts.” 7 And that
is what happened. God made the empty
space like a huge dome and it separated
the water that is above it from the water
on the earth that is below it. 8 God named
the space like a huge dome “sky.” This was
an evening and morning, the second day.
9

Then God said, “I command the water
that is below the sky to come together, and
dry ground to appear and rise above it.”
And that is what happened. 10 God gave to
the ground the name “earth,” and he gave
to the water that came together the name
“oceans.” God was pleased with the earth
and the oceans. 11 Then God said, “I command the earth to produce many kinds of
plants that reproduce themselves—plants
that will produce seeds and trees that will
produce fruit with their seed in it.” And
that is what happened. 12 Then plants
grew on the earth. Each kind of plant began to produce its own kind of seed, and
each kind of tree produced fruit with its
seed in it. God was pleased with the plants

5

Then God said, ”I command many lights
to shine in the sky. They will distinguish
day from night. By the changes in their
appearance they will indicate the time
for various festivals and other things that
people do at certain times and in certain
years. 15 I also want these lights in the
sky to shine down on the earth.” And that
is what happened. 16 God made two of
them to be very big lights. The biggest
one, the sun, he made to govern the day
and the smaller one, the moon, he made to
govern the night. He also made the stars.
17
God set all of them in the sky to shine
on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the
night, and to separate the light of the daytime from the darkness of the nighttime.
God was pleased with the lights. 19 This
was an evening and morning, the fourth
day. 20 Then God said, “Fill the waters
with all kinds of living things that I have
made, and ﬁll the sky with birds that ﬂy
above the earth.” 21 So God created the
very large creatures that live in the sea,
and he created all the other living things
that are found, in very great numbers, in
the waters. He also created every kind
of bird that has wings. All these creatures would be able to produce their own
offspring. God looked at all that he had
made and he was pleased with them. 22
So God blessed them. He said, “Produce
offspring and become very numerous. I
want the creatures in the water to live
throughout all the bodies of water, and
the birds also to become very numerous.”
23
This was an evening and morning, the
ﬁfth day. 24 Then God said, “I command
the earth to produce various kinds of animals that reproduce themselves to live on
the earth. There will be many kinds of
domestic animals, creatures that crawl on
the ground, and large wild animals.” And
that is what happened. 25 God made all

GENESIS
kinds of wild animals and domestic animals and all kinds of creatures that crawl
on the ground. They could all produce
more animals of their same kind. God was
pleased with them.
26

Then God said, “Let us make human beings to be like us. I want them to rule over
the ﬁsh in the sea, over the birds in the sky,
over all the domestic animals, and over all
the other creatures that move across the
surface of the ground.” 27 So God created
human beings that were like him in many
ways. He made them to be like himself. He
created them as male and female. 28 God
blessed them, saying, “Produce many children, who should live all over the earth
and rule over it. I want you to rule over
the ﬁsh in the sea and the birds in the
sky and over all the creatures that move
across the surface of the ground.” 29 God
said, ”Look! I have given you all the plants
that produce seeds all over the earth, and
all the trees that produce fruit. All these
things are for you to eat. 30 I have given
all the green plants to be food for all the
wild animals, for the birds, and for all the
creatures that move across the surface of
the ground, that is, for everything that has
life-giving breath in it.” And that is what
happened. 31 God was pleased with everything that he had made. Truly, it was all
very good. This was an evening and morning, the sixth day.

Chapter 2
1

That is the way God created the heavens
and the earth and the living things that
ﬁlled them. 2 By the time it was the seventh day, God had ﬁnished the work of
creating everything, so he did not work
anymore on that day. 3 God declared that
each seventh day would have his favor.
He set those days apart to be special days,

6

because on the seventh day God did not
work anymore, after ﬁnishing all his work
of creating everything. 4 What follows
is how God created the heavens and the
earth.
God, whose name is Yahweh, made the
heavens and the earth. 5 At ﬁrst there
were no plants growing, because Yahweh
God had not yet caused rain to fall on
the ground. Furthermore, there was no
one to plow the ground for planting crops.
6
Instead, mist rose up from the ground,
so that there was water all over the surface of the ground. 7 Then Yahweh God
took some soil and formed a man. He
breathed into the man’s nostrils his own
breath that makes things alive, and as a
result the man became a whole living person. 8 Yahweh God made a park in a place
named Eden, which was east of the land
of Canaan. There he placed the man that
he had formed. 9 Yahweh God caused to
grow from the ground every kind of tree
that is beautiful to see and that produces
fruit that is good to eat. He also placed in
the middle of the park a tree whose fruit
would enable those who ate it to live forever. He also placed there another tree
whose fruit would enable those who ate it
to know what actions were good to do and
what actions were evil to do.
10

A river ﬂowed from Eden to provide
water for the park. Outside of Eden, the
11
river divided into four rivers.
The
name of the ﬁrst river is Pishon. That
river ﬂows through all the land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 That gold is
very pure. There is also a sweet-smelling
gum called bdellium and valuable stones
called onyx. 13 The name of the second
river is Gihon. That river ﬂows through
all the land of Cush. 14 The name of the
third river is Tigris. It ﬂows east of the city
of Ashur. The name of the fourth river is
Euphrates.

GENESIS
15

Yahweh God took the man and put him
in Eden to plow it and take care of it. 16-17
But Yahweh said to him, “I will not permit
you to eat the fruit of the tree that will enable you to know what actions are good to
do and what actions are evil to do. If you
eat any fruit from that tree, on the day you
eat it you will surely die. But I will permit
you to eat the fruit of any of the other trees
in the park.”
18

Chapter 3
1

Now the snake was more cunning than
all the other wild animals that Yahweh
God had made. The snake said to her, “Did
God really say to you, ‘Do not eat the fruit
from any of the trees in the park’?” 2 The
woman replied, ”What God said was, ’Do
not eat the fruit from the tree that is in the
middle of the park or touch it. If you do
that, you will die. 3 But you can eat fruit
from any of the other trees.’” 4 The snake
said to the woman, ”No, you will certainly
not die. God said that 5 only because he
knows that when you eat fruit from that
tree, you will understand new things. It
will be as though your eyes were opened,
and you will know what is good to do and
what is evil to do, just as God does.” 6 The
woman saw that the fruit on that tree was
good to eat, and it was very beautiful. She
desired it because she thought it would
make her wise. So she picked some of the
fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her
7
Immediately
husband, and he ate it.
it was as though their eyes were opened,
and they realized that they were naked, so
they were ashamed. So they picked some
ﬁg leaves and fastened them together to
make clothes for themselves.

Yahweh God said, “It is not good for this
man to be alone. So I will make someone
who will be a suitable partner for him.” 19
Yahweh God had taken some soil and had
formed all kinds of animals and birds, and
he brought them to the man to hear what
names he would give to them. And the
man gave a name to every living animal
that Yahweh had made. 20 Then the man
gave names to all the kinds of cattle, birds,
and wild animals, but none of these creatures was a partner that was suitable for
the man. 21 So Yahweh God caused the
man to become deeply asleep. While the
man was sleeping, Yahweh took out one
of the man’s ribs. Then he immediately
closed the opening in his body and healed
it. 22 Yahweh then made a woman from
the rib that he had taken from the man’s
body, and he brought her to the man. 23
The man exclaimed, “Finally, this is truly
8
Late that afternoon, when a cool breeze
someone like me! Her bones came from
one of my bones, and her ﬂesh came from was blowing, they heard the sound of Yahmy ﬂesh. So I will call her woman, be- weh God as he was walking in the park.
So the man and his wife hid themselves
cause she was taken from me, a man.”
among the bushes in the park, so that Yah24
weh
God would not see them. 9 But YahThe ﬁrst woman was taken from the
man’s body, so that is why when a man weh God called to the man, saying to him,
and a woman marry, they must leave “Why are you trying to hide from me?” 10
their parents. The man will join very The man replied, “I heard the sound of
closely to his wife, so that the two of them your footsteps in the garden, and I was
naked, so I was afraid and I hid from you.”
will be as though they are one person.
11
God said, “How did you ﬁnd out you
25
Although the man and his wife were were naked? It must be because you ate
naked, they were not ashamed about be- some of the fruit from the tree that I told
ing naked.
you, ‘Do not eat its fruit.’ Is that what
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you have done?” 12 The man said, “You
gave me this woman to be with me. She
is the one who gave me some of the fruit
from that tree, so I ate it.” 13 Then Yahweh God said to the woman, “Why did you
do such a thing?” The woman replied, “I
ate it because the snake deceived me.” 14
Then Yahweh God said to the snake, ”Because you did this, of all the domestic animals and the wild animals, I will curse you
alone. As a result, you and all other snakes
will crawl on the ground on your bellies,
and so what you eat will have dirt on it as
long as you live. 15 I will cause you and the
woman to be enemies to each other, and
I will cause your descendant and her descendant to be enemies toward each other.
You will bite his heel, but he will crush
your head.” 16 Then Yahweh said to the
woman, “I will make you have great pain
when you give birth to children. You will
want to be with your husband, but he will
rule over you.” 17 Then he said to the man,
”You listened to what your wife said, and
you ate some of the fruit of the tree about
which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat it.’
So I will make it diﬃcult to grow things
in the ground because of what you did.
You will have to work hard as long as you
live to produce things from the ground to
eat. 18 Thornbushes and thistle plants and
other weeds will grow and prevent what
you have planted from growing. And for
food, you will have to eat things that just
grow in your ﬁelds. 19 All your life you will
sweat as you work hard to produce food to
eat. Then you will die, and your body will
be buried in the ground. I made you from
soil, so your body will become soil again.”
20

The man, whose name was Adam,
named his wife Eve, which means “living,” because she became the ancestor of
all living people. 21 Then Yahweh God
killed some animals and made clothes
from their skins for Adam and his wife.

8

22

Then Yahweh God said, “Look! Those
two have become like us because they
know what is good to do and what is evil
to do. So now, it will not be good if they
reach out and pick and eat some of the
fruit from the tree which enables people
who eat it to live forever!” 23 So Yahweh God drove out the man and his wife
from the park of Eden. Yahweh God had
created Adam from the ground, and he
forced him to plow the ground. 24 After
Yahweh God drove them out, on the east
side of the park he placed cherubim and a
ﬂaming sword that ﬂashed back and forth,
in order to block the entrance, so that people could not go back to the tree that enables anyone who eats its fruit to live forever.

Chapter 4
1

Adam slept with his wife Eve, and she
became pregnant and gave birth to a son
whom she named Cain, which means “produce,” because, she said, “By Yahweh’s
help I have produced a son.”
2

Some time later she gave birth to another
son, and she named him Abel. After those
boys grew up, Abel tended sheep and
goats, and Cain became a farmer. 3 One
day it happened that Cain harvested some
of the crops he had grown and brought
them to Yahweh as a gift for him, 4 and
Abel took from his ﬂock some of the ﬁrst
lambs that had been born and killed them
and, as a gift, gave to Yahweh the fatty
parts, which were the best parts. Yahweh
was pleased with Abel and his offering, 5
but he was not pleased with Cain and his
offering. So Cain became very angry, and
his expression became unpleasant. 6 Yahweh said to Cain, ”You should not be angry! You should not scowl like that! 7 If
you do what is right, I will accept you. But
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if you do not do what is right, the evil that dering’, which was east of Eden.
you want to do will devour you, like a lion 17
Some time later, Cain slept with his
waiting outside your door to attack you.
wife, and she became pregnant and gave
Your desire to sin wants to control you, but
birth to a son, whom she named Enoch.
you must control it.”
Then Cain started to build a city, and he
8
But one day, Cain said to his younger named the city ‘Enoch,’ the same name
18
Enoch grew up and
brother Abel, “Come with me to the ﬁelds.” that his son had.
So they went together. And when they married and became the father of a son
were in the countryside, suddenly Cain at- whom he named Irad. When Irad grew
up he became the father of a son whom
tacked his brother Abel and killed him.
he named Mehujael. Mehujael grew up
9
Then, even though Yahweh knew what and became the father of a son whom
Cain had done, he said to Cain, “Do he named Methushael. Methushael grew
19
you know where Abel, your younger up and became the father of Lamech.
brother, is?” Cain replied, “No, I do When Lamech grew up he married two
not know. My job is not to guard my women. The name of one was Adah and
20
10
Adah
Yahweh said, the name of the other was Zillah.
younger brother!”
gave
birth
to
a
son
named
Jabal.
Later,
”What you have done is terrible! Your
brother’s blood that has soaked into the Jabal became the ﬁrst person who lived
ground convicts you of your guilt. 11 You in tents because he traveled from place
21
His
have killed your younger brother, and, to place to take care of livestock.
now that the ground has soaked up your younger brother’s name was Jubal. He
younger brother’s blood, you are not wel- was the ﬁrst person who made a lyre and
22
come on it and your efforts to produce a ﬂute. Lamech’s other wife Zillah gave
crops on it will fail. 12 When you till the birth to a son whom she named Tubalground to plant crops, the ground will pro- Cain. Later he learned how to make things
duce very little for you. You will contin- out of bronze and iron. The name of
ually wander around the earth, and not Tubal-Cain’s younger sister was Naamah.
have any place to live permanently.” 13 23
One day Lamech said to his two wives,
Cain replied to Yahweh, ”You are punish”Adah and Zillah, my two wives, listen
ing me more then I can endure. 14 You are
carefully to what I am saying. A young
about to expel me from the ground that
man struck me and wounded me, so I
I have been tilling, and I will no longer
killed him. 24 Yahweh said long ago that
be able to come into your presence. Furhe would avenge and punish anyone who
thermore, I will be continually wanderkilled Cain seven times as much as he puning around the earth with no place to live
ished Cain. So if anyone tries to kill me,
permanently, and anyone who sees me
may he be punished seventy-seven times
will kill me.” 15 But Yahweh said to him,
as much.”
“No, that will not happen. I will put a
mark on you to warn anyone who sees 25 Adam continued to sleep with his wife,
you that I will punish him severely if he and she again became pregnant and gave
kills you. I will punish that person seven birth to another son, whom she named
times as severely as I am punishing you.” Seth. She said, “I name him Seth because
16
God has given me another child to take the
Then Yahweh put a mark on Cain.
So Cain left Yahweh and went to live in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.” 26
the land called Nod, which means ‘wan- When Seth grew up, he became the father
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of a son whom he named Enosh. About Enoch was born, and he became the fathat time people began to worship Yah- ther of other sons and daughters. 20 Jared
weh.
lived 962 years altogether, and then he
died. 21 When Enoch was sixty-ﬁve years
old, he became the father of Methuselah.
22
Enoch lived in close fellowship with God
for three hundred years after Methuselah
was born, and he became the father of
1
This is a list of those who descended other sons and daughters. 23 Enoch lived
from Adam. When God created humans, 365 years. 24 He was in close fellowship
he made them to be like him in many ways. with God, and one day he disappeared, be2
He created one man and one woman. He cause God took him away to be with him.
blessed them, and on the day that he cre- 25 When Methuselah was 187 years old, he
ated them, he called them ‘human beings.’ became the father of Lamech. 26 Methuse3
When Adam was 130 years old, he be- lah lived 782 years after Lamech was born,
came the father of a son who was just like and became the father of other sons and
him. That was the son he named Seth. 4 Af- daughters. 27 Methuselah lived 969 years
ter Seth was born, Adam lived eight hun- altogether, and then he died. 28 When
dred more years, and during those years Lamech was 182 years old, he became the
he became the father of other sons and father of a son, 29 whom he named Noah,
daughters. 5 Adam lived 930 years alto- because, as he said, “He will bring us regether, and then he died. 6 When Seth lief from all the hard work we have been
was 105 years old, he became the father doing to produce food from the ground
of Enosh. 7 After Enosh was born, Seth that Yahweh cursed.”
30
Lamech lived
lived 807 more years, and became the fa- 595 years after Noah was born and bether of other sons and daughters. 8 Seth came the father of other sons and daughlived 912 years altogether, and then he ters. 31 Lamech lived 777 years altogether,
died. 9 When Enosh was ninety years old, and then he died. 32 When Noah was ﬁve
he became the father of Kenan. 10 After Ke- hundred years old, he became the father
nan was born, Enosh lived 815 more years of sons whom he named Shem, Ham, and
and became the father of other sons and Japheth.
daughters. 11 Enosh lived 905 years altogether, and then he died. 12 When Kenan
was seventy years old, he became the father of Mahalalel. 13 After Mahalalel was
born, Kenan lived 840 more years and became the father of other sons and daugh- 1 When people began to become very
ters. 14 Kenan lived 910 years altogether, numerous all over the earth, and many
15
and then he died.
When Mahalalel daughters were born to them, 2 some
was sixty-ﬁve years old, he became the fa- of the heavenly beings saw that the huther of Jared. 16 After Jared was born, Ma- man women were very beautiful. So they
halalel lived 830 more years and became took whichever ones they chose to bethe father of other sons and daughters. 17 come their wives. 3 Then Yahweh said,
Mahalalel lived 895 years altogether, and “My breath will not remain in people for18
then he died.
When Jared was 162 ever, to keep them alive. They are made of
years old, he became the father of Enoch. weak ﬂesh. They will live not more than
19
Jared lived eight hundred years after 120 years before they die.”

Chapter 5

Chapter 6
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4

When these heavenly beings slept with
human women, they gave birth to children. These were the giants who lived on
the earth at that time and also later. These
giants were heroic ﬁghters; they were famous men from long ago.
5

Yahweh saw that people on the earth had
become very wicked, and everything they
thought in their inner beings was evil continually. 6 Yahweh was sorry that he had
made people on the earth and it made him
sad. 7 So Yahweh said, “I will completely
destroy the people I made. I will also destroy all the larger animals and the creatures that move close to the ground and
the birds. None of them will remain on the
earth, because I regret that I made them.”
8

But Yahweh was pleased with Noah. 9
This is what happened: Noah was a man
whose behavior was always righteous. No
one who lived at that time could criticize
him about anything. Noah lived in close
fellowship with God. 10 Noah became the
father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.
11

God could see that everyone else on
earth was very wicked, and everywhere
on the earth, people were acting cruelly
and violently toward each other. 12 God
looked at everyone and saw how evil people were, because all people on the earth
had begun to behave in an evil way. 13
So God said to Noah, ”I have decided to
destroy all people, because all over the
earth people are acting violently toward
each other. So I am about to get rid of
them as well as everything else on the
earth. 14 Make for yourself a large boat
from cypress wood. Make rooms inside
it. Cover the outside and the inside with
tar to make it waterproof. 15 This is how
you must make it: It must be 138 meters
long, twenty-three meters wide, and fourteen meters high. 16 Make a roof for the
boat. Leave a space of about half a meter

between the sides and the roof to let air
and light enter. Make it with three decks
inside, and put a door in one side. 17 Listen carefully! I am about to bring a ﬂood
that will destroy everything that lives beneath the sky. Everything on the earth
will die. 18 But I will make my covenant
with you. You and your wife, your sons
and their wives will enter the boat. 19 You
must also bring two of all living creatures,
a male and a female, into the boat with
you, so that they also may remain alive. 20
Two of every kind of creature will come
to you in order for you to keep them alive.
They will include two of each kind of bird
and two of each kind of larger animal and
two of each kind of creature that moves
close to the ground. 21 You must also take
some of every kind of food that you and all
these creatures will need, and store it in
the boat.” 22 So Noah did everything that
God told him to do.

Chapter 7
1

Then Yahweh said to Noah, ”I have seen
that from all the people who are now living, you alone always act righteously. So
I want you and all your family to go into
the boat. 2 Take with you seven pairs of every kind of animal that I have said I will
accept for sacriﬁces. Take seven males
and seven females. Also take one male
and one female from every kind of animal
that I have said that I will not accept for
sacriﬁces. 3 Also take seven pairs of every kind of bird from to keep their descendants alive all over the earth. 4 Do this
because seven days from now I will cause
rain to fall on the earth. It will rain constantly for forty days and nights. In this
way, I will destroy everything that I have
made that is on the earth.”
5

Noah did everything that Yahweh told
him to do. 6 Noah was six hundred years
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old when the ﬂood came on the earth. 7
Before it started to rain, Noah and his wife
and his sons and his sons’ wives all went
into the boat to escape from the ﬂood wa8
ter.
Pairs of animals, those that God
said that he would accept for sacriﬁces
and those that he would not accept for sacriﬁces, and pairs of birds and pairs of all
the kinds of creatures that move close to
the ground, 9 males and females, came to
Noah and then went into the boat, just as
God told Noah that they would do. 10 After seven days had ended, it started to rain
and a ﬂood began to cover the earth. 11
When Noah was six hundred years old, on
the seventeenth day of the second month,
all the water that is under the surface of
the earth burst out, and it began to rain so
hard that it was as though a dam in the sky
burst open. 12 Rain fell on the earth constantly for forty days and nights. 13 On
the day that it started to rain, Noah went
into the boat with his wife, and his three
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and their
wives. 14 They and some of every kind of
wild animal, and every kind of domestic
animal, and every kind of creature that
moves close to the ground, and every kind
of bird, and every other creature that has
wings, all entered the boat. 15 Pairs of all
creatures that breathed came to Noah and
entered the boat. 16 There were a male
and a female of each creature that came
to Noah, just as God had said they would
do. After they were all in the boat, Yahweh
shut the door.
17

For forty days the water kept coming
and the ﬂood increased and lifted the boat
up above the ground. 18 The rushing water rose higher and higher on the earth,
and the boat ﬂoated on the surface of the
water. 19 The water rushed higher and
higher all over the earth until it covered
all the mountains and everything under
heaven. 20 Even the highest mountains
were covered by more than six meters of

21
water.
As a result, every living being on the surface of the earth died. That
included the birds, the domestic animals,
the wild animals, and all the other creatures that move around on the ground, as
well as all the people. 22 Everything that
breathed, that was a creature of the land,
died. 23 In this way every living thing on
the earth perished—the people, the larger
animals, the creatures that crawl, and the
birds. The only ones that remained alive
were Noah and those who were in the boat
with him. 24 The waters remained at full
ﬂood like that on the earth for 150 days.

Chapter 8
1

But God did not forget about Noah, or
about all the wild animals and all the
kinds of domestic animals that were with
him in the boat. So one day God sent a
wind to blow across the earth, and the
wind caused the water to begin to recede.
2
God caused the water that was under the
earth to stop bursting out, and he caused
the ﬂoodgates of water from the sky to
close so that it stopped raining. 3 The water on the earth gradually receded. By one
hundred ﬁfty days after the ﬂood began,
much of the water was gone. 4 On the
seventeenth day of the seventh month, the
boat came to rest on one of the mountains
in the region of Ararat. 5 The water continued to recede until, on the ﬁrst day of the
tenth month of that year, the tops of other
mountains became visible. 6 Forty days
later, Noah opened the window that he
had made in the side of the boat, and sent
out a raven. 7 The raven ﬂew back and
forth to and from the boat until the water
dried up from the surface of the ground.
8
Then Noah sent out a dove to ﬁnd out
if the water had all receded from the surface of the ground. 9 But the dove did not
ﬁnd any place to perch, so it ﬂew back
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to Noah in the boat, because there was
still water all over the surface of the earth.
So Noah reached out his hand and took
the dove back inside the boat. 10 Noah
waited seven more days. Then he sent the
dove out of the boat again. 11 This time
the dove returned to him in the evening
and, surprisingly, there was a leaf from an
olive tree that the dove had just plucked in
its beak. Then Noah knew that the water
had truly receded from the surface of the
ground. 12 Noah waited again seven more
days. Then he sent the dove out again, but
this time it did not return to him.
13

Noah was now 601 years old. By the ﬁrst
day of the ﬁrst month of that year, the water had completely drained away from the
ground. Noah removed the covering on
top of the boat, and he was surprised to
see that the surface of the ground was drying. 14 By the twenty-seventh day of the
next month, the ground was completely
dry. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 ”Leave
the boat, along with your wife, your sons,
and their wives. 17 Bring out with you all
the birds, the domestic animals, and all
the kinds of creatures that move close to
the ground, in order that they can spread
all over the earth and become very numerous.” 18 So Noah left the boat, along with
his wife, his sons, and their wives. 19 Then
all the creatures, including all those that
move close to the ground, all the birds,
and every animal that moves on the earth,
left the boat. They left the boat in groups
of their own kind.
20

Then Noah built an altar to Yahweh. He
took some of the animals and birds that
were acceptable as sacriﬁces and killed
them. Then he burned them whole on
the altar. 21 When Yahweh smelled the
pleasant odor, he was pleased with the
sacriﬁce. Then he said to himself, ”I will
never again devastate everything on the
earth because of the sinful things people

do. Even though all that people think in
their minds is evil from the time they are
young, I will not destroy all the living beings again, as I did this time. 22 As long as
the earth exists, the seasons for planting
seeds and seasons for harvesting crops,
the times when it is cold and times when
it is hot, the summer and winter, the daytime and nighttime will continue.”

Chapter 9
1

Then God blessed Noah and his sons. He
said to them, ”I want you to have many
children who will live all over the earth. 2
All the larger animals on the earth, all the
birds, all the creatures that move close to
the ground, and all the ﬁsh, will be very
afraid of you. I place them under your
3
Previously I allowed you
authority.
to eat green plants for food, but now you
may eat everything that lives and moves.
4
But you must not eat meat that still has
the blood in it, because the life is in its
5
I punish any creature who
blood.
kills a human being—that they answer to
Yahweh—whether it be an animal or from
a human being. I demand that murderers must suffer for their crimes and pay
with their own lives. Even when an animal kills a person, that animal must also
have their life taken because they have
taken the life of a human being. 6 For I
made people to be like myself. So I insist
that if someone murders another human
being, another person must kill him. Anyone who pours another’s blood out must
himself lose his own blood.
7

As for you, I want you to produce many
children, in order that they and their descendants may live all over the earth.”
8

God also said to Noah and his sons, 9
”Listen carefully. I am now making a
covenant with you and with your descen-
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dants, 10 and with every creature with you,
that is alive—including the birds, the domestic animals, and the wild animals—
every living animal creature on the earth
that came out of the boat with you. 11 This
is the covenant that I am making with you:
I will never again destroy all living beings
by a ﬂood, or destroy everything else on
the earth by a ﬂood.”

23

Then Shem and Japheth took a large
cloth and placed it across their backs, and
walked backwards into the tent. They covered their father’s naked body with the
cloth. Their faces were turned away from
their father, so they did not see him naked.
24
When Noah woke up and was sober
again, he found out how badly Ham, his
youngest son, had behaved toward him. 25
He said, ”I am cursing Ham’s son, Canaan,
12
Then God said to him, ”This is the sign
and his descendants. They will be like
to guarantee that I will keep the covenant
slaves to their uncles.
that I am making with you and with all
26
I praise Yahweh, whom Shem worliving beings, a covenant that I will keep
forever: 13 From time to time I will put ships. May Canaan’s descendants be sera rainbow in the sky. It will be the sign vants to Shem’s descendants. 27 But may
of my covenant with you and with every- God make the Japheth’s territory larger.
thing on the earth. 14 When I cause rain May he allow Japheth’s descendants to
to fall from the clouds, and a rainbow ap- live peacefully among the descendants of
pears in the sky, 15 it will remind me about Shem. May Canaan’s descendants be their
the covenant that I have made with you slaves.”
and with all living creatures, my promise 28 Noah lived 350 more years after the
that there will never again be a ﬂood that ﬂood. 29 He died when he was 950 years
will destroy all living creatures. 16 When- old.
ever there is a rainbow in the sky, I will
see it, and I will think about the covenant
that I have made with every living being
that is upon the earth, a promise that I will
keep forever.”
1
These are the descendants of Noah’s
17
Then God said to Noah, “The rainbow
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. They
will be the sign of the covenant that I have
became the fathers of many children afmade with all living beings on the earth.”
2
ter the ﬂood.
The sons of Japheth
18
The sons of Noah who came out of boat were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal,
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham later Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer
became the father of Canaan. 19 All the were Askenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4
people on the earth are descended from The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish,
these three sons of Noah.
Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 The sons and
20
Noah began to farm the land. He their families who were descended from
planted grapevines. 21 After they pro- Javan lived in the islands and in the lands
duced grapes, he made wine from them. close to the ocean. Their descendants beOne day, when he had drunk too much came people groups, each with its6 own
The
of the wine, he became drunk, and he language, clans, and territory.
sons
of
Ham
were
Cush,
Egypt,
Put,
and
22
Ham, the falay naked in his tent.
ther of Canaan, saw his father lying naked Canaan.

Chapter 10

in the tent. So he went outside and told 7 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah,
his two older brothers what he had seen. Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtah. The sons of

14

GENESIS
25

Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.
8

Another one of Cush’s sons was Nimrod.
Nimrod was the ﬁrst person on earth who
became a mighty warrior. 9 Yahweh saw
that he had become a great hunter. That
is why people say to a great hunter, “Yahweh sees that you are a great hunter like
Nimrod.” 10 Nimrod became a king who
ruled in Babylonia land. The ﬁrst cities
over which he ruled were Babel, Erech,
11
Akkad, and Kalneh.
From there he
went with other people to Assyria, and
there they built the cities of Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12 and Resen. Resen was
a large city between Nineveh and Calah.
13

Eber became the father of two sons.
One of them was named Peleg, which
means “division,” because during the time
he lived, people on the earth became divided and scattered everywhere. Peleg’s
younger brother was Joktan. 26 Joktan became the father of Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were sons of Joktan. 30 The areas in which the clans began
to live extended from Mesha to Sephar,
which is in the hill country in the east.
31
They are descendants from the sons of
Shem. They became people groups that
had their own clans, their own languages,
and their own land.

Ham’s son, Egypt, became the ancestor of the Lud, Anam, Lehab and Naph- 32 All these clans descended from the sons
tuh, 14 Pathrus, Casluh and Caphtor peo- of Noah. Each clan had its own genealple groups. The Philistine people were de- ogy and each became a separate people
scended from Casluh.
group. Those people groups formed after
15
Ham’s youngest son, Canaan, became the ﬂood and spread all around the earth.
the father of Sidon, who was his eldest son,
and Heth, his younger son. 16 Canaan was
also the ancestor of the Jebus, Amor, Girgash, 17 Hiv, Ark, Sin, 18 Arved, Zemar and
Hamath people groups. Later the descen- 1
At this time, all the people in the world
dants of Canaan scattered over a large
2
As people
area. 19 Their land extended from the city spoke the same language.
moved
around
in
the
east,
they
arrived at
of Sidon in the north as far south as Gaza
of Babylon and began
near Gerar, and then east toward Sodom, a plain in the region
3
Then
they said to each
to
live
there.
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboyim towns,
other, “Let us make bricks and bake them
as far as the town of Lasha.
to make them hard, for building!” So they
20
Those are the descendants of Ham. used bricks instead of stones, and used tar
They became people groups that had their instead of mortar to hold them together.
own clans, their own languages, and their 4 They said, “Let us build a city for ourown lands.
selves! We also ought to build a very high
tower that reaches up to the sky! In that
21
Shem, the older brother of Japheth, also
way people will know who we are! If we
had sons, and he became the ancestor of
do not do this, we will be scattered all over
all the descendants of Eber. 22 The sons
the earth!”
of Shem were Elam, Ashur, Arphachshad,
Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram 5 One day Yahweh came down to see the
24
were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.
city and the tower that the people were
Arphachshad became the father of She- building. 6 Yahweh said, ”These people
lah. Shelah became the father of Eber. are one group that all speak the same lan-
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guage. If they have begun to do this, then
there is nothing that they will decide to
do that will be impossible for them! 7 So,
let us go down there and make the people speak different languages, so that they
will not be able to understand what each
other is saying.”

Serug was born, Reu lived 207 more years
and became the father of other sons and
daughters.
22

When Serug was thirty years old, he became the father of Nahor. 23 After Nahor
was born, Serug lived two hundred more
years and became the father of other sons
8
By doing this, Yahweh caused them to and daughters.
scatter all over the earth, and the peo- 24
When Nahor was twenty-nine years old,
ple stopped building the city. 9 The city
he became the father of Terah. 25 After
was called Babel, because there Yahweh
Terah was born, Nahor lived 119 more
caused the people all over the earth to no
years and became the father of other sons
longer speak only one language. And Yahand daughters.
weh caused them to scatter all over the
26
After Terah was seventy years old, he
earth from that place.
became the father of Abram, Nahor, and
10
These are those who descended from
Haran.
Shem. Two years after the ﬂood, when
Shem was one hundred years old, he be- 27 This is what happened concerning the
came the father of Arphaxad. 11 After descendants of Terah: Terah’s sons were
Arphaxad was born, Shem lived ﬁve hun- Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran’s son
dred more years and became the father of was named Lot. 28 Haran’s father was with
him when Haran died in the city of Ur,
other sons and daughters.
in the country of the Chaldeans. This is
12
When Arphachshad was thirty-ﬁve
the land where he was born. 29 Abram
years old, he became the father of Shelah.
and Nahor both married. Abram’s wife
13
After Shelah was born, Arphaxad lived
was named Sarai, and Nahor’s wife was
403 more years and became the father of
named Milkah. Milkah and her sister
other sons and daughters.
Iskah were the daughters of Haran. 30
14
When Shelah was thirty years old, he be- Sarai was unable to have any children.
came the father of Eber. 15 After Eber was 31
Terah decided to leave Ur and go to live
born, Shelah lived 403 more years and bein the land of Canaan. So he took his son
came the father of other sons and daughAbram and his grandson Lot son of Haters.
ran, and Abram’s wife Sarai with him. But
16
When Eber was thirty-four years old, he instead of going to Canaan, they stopped
became the father of Peleg. 17 After Pe- at the town of Haran and lived there. 32
leg was born, Eber lived 430 more years When Terah was 205 years old, he died in
and became the father of other sons and Haran.
daughters.
18

When Peleg was thirty years old, he became the father of Reu. 19 After Reu was
born, Peleg lived 209 more years and became the father of other sons and daugh- 1 Then Yahweh said to Abram, ”Leave this
ters.
country where you are now living. Leave
20
When Reu was thirty-two years old, your father’s clan and his family, and go to
he became the father of Serug. 21 After a land that I will show you. 2 I will cause
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your descendants to become a large nation. I will bless you and cause you to become famous. What I do for you will be a
blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who
bless you, and I will curse those who do
evil things to you. I will bless all the clans
on earth through you.”
4

So Abram left Haran, as Yahweh told him
to do. Abram was seventy-ﬁve years old
when he left there along with his family
and Lot’s family. 5 Abram took his wife
Sarai and his nephew Lot; he also took
with himself all the possessions and slaves
that they had accumulated in Haran. They
left from there and went to the land of
6
Canaan.
In Canaan they traveled as
far as Shechem and camped by a tall tree
called the tree of Moreh. When this happened, the Canaanite people were living
in that land.
7

and so they will spare my life because of
you.”
14

And that was what happened. As soon
as they arrived in Egypt, the people in
Egypt saw that his wife was indeed very
beautiful. 15 When the king’s oﬃcials saw
her, they told the king how beautiful she
was. Then the king took her into his
palace. 16 The king treated Abram kindly
because of Sarai, and he gave Abram
sheep and cattle and donkeys and male
and female slaves and camels. 17 But because the king had taken Sarai, Abram’s
wife, Yahweh caused the king and the others in his household to be inﬂicted with
terrible diseases. 18 So the king summoned Abram and said to him, ”You have
done a terrible thing to me! Why did you
not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why
did you say that she is your sister, so that I
took her to be my wife? You should not
have done that! So now take your wife,
leave here and go!” 20 Then the king ordered his oﬃcials to take Abram and his
wife and all his possessions out of Egypt.

Then Yahweh appeared to Abram and
said to him, “I will give this land to your
descendants.” Then Abram built an altar to offer a sacriﬁce to Yahweh, who
had appeared to him. 8 From Shechem,
Abram and his family traveled to the hills
that were east of Bethel. Bethel was to
the west of where they set up their tent,
and Ai was to the east. There he built
another altar and offered a sacriﬁce and 1
So Abram and Sarai left Egypt and went
worshiped Yahweh there. 9 Then they left
back to the southern Judean wilderness.
there and continued traveling south to the
They took along all their possessions, and
Negev desert.
Lot went with them. 2 Abram was very
10
There was a famine in that land, so they rich. He owned a lot of livestock, silver,
3
They continued traveling
went further south to live for awhile in and gold.
the land of Egypt, because the lack of food from place to place from the southern
in the land where they were was very se- Judean wilderness toward Bethel, to the
vere. 11 When they were coming near to place between Bethel and Ai where they
the land of Egypt, Abram said to his wife had previously set up their tents. 4 This
Sarai, ”Listen, I know that you are a very is also where Abram had built an altar;
5
beautiful woman. 12 When the people in there he worshiped Yahweh again.
Egypt see you, they will say, ‘This woman Lot, who was traveling with Abram, also
is his wife!’ and they will kill me, but they had ﬂocks of sheep and goats and herds
will not kill you. 13 So I ask you to tell them of cattle and tents. 6 The two of them
that you are my sister, so that I will be safe had so many animals that they could not
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all stay in the same area. There was not
enough land to provide water and food
for all their animals. 7 Furthermore, the
men who took care of Abram’s livestock
started quarreling with the men who took
care of Lot’s livestock. The descendants of
Canaan and Perez were also living in that
area. 8 Then Abram said to Lot, ”Since
we are close relatives, it is not good for us
to quarrel, or for the men who take care of
your animals to quarrel with the men who
take care of my animals. 9 There is plenty
of land for both of us. So we should separate. You can choose whatever part you
want. If you want the area over there, I
will stay here. If you want the area here, I
will go over there.” 10 Lot looked toward
Zoar and saw that there was plenty of water all over the plain near the Jordan River.
This was before Yahweh destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrah which were on that plain.
In those days, it was like the garden of
Yahweh, like the land in Egypt near the
Nile River. 11 So Lot chose for himself
the land in the plain of the Jordan River.
He left his uncle, Abram, and moved east.
12
Abram stayed in the land of Canaan,
and Lot went to live near the cities in the
plain of the Jordan River, and he set up his
tents near Sodom. 13 Now the people who
lived in Sodom were extremely wicked
and sinned terribly against Yahweh.
14

After Abram and Lot separated, Yahweh said to Abram, ”Look around at this
whole area where you are. Look north
and south, look east and west. 15 I will
give to you and to your descendants all the
land that you see; I will give it to you forever. 16 I will cause your descendants to
be as numerous as particles of dust! If a
man tried to count the particles of dust, it
would be the same as if he tried to count
your descendants. 17 Walk through the
land in every direction, because I am going to give it all to you.” 18 So Abram took
down his tents and moved to Hebron and

settled by the big trees of Mamre. He built
a stone altar there to make sacriﬁces to
Yahweh.

Chapter 14
1

There were four kings who were allies. They were King Amraphel of Babylonia, King Arioch of Ellasar, King Chedorlaomer of Elam, and King Tidal of Goiim.
2
They prepared to attack a group of ﬁve
kings: King Bera of Sodom, King Birsha of
Gomorrah, King Shinab of Admah, King
Shemeber of Zeboyim, and the king of
Bela, the city that is now called Zoar. 3
Those ﬁve kings and their armies gathered together in the Valley of Siddim,
which is also called the Valley of the Dead
Sea, to ﬁght against the four kings and
their armies. 4 For twelve years King Chedorlaomer had ruled them. But in the thirteenth year, they rebelled against King
Chedorlaomer and refused to give him
any more tribute money. 5 The next year,
King Chedorlaomer and the other kings
that were with him gathered their armies
and started coming toward the area of the
ﬁve kings. They defeated the Rephaite
people in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzite
people in Ham, and the Emite people in
Shaveh Kiriathaim. 6 They also defeated
the Horite people in their hill area of Seir
as far as El Paran near the desert. 7 Then
they turned around and went to En Mishpat, which is now called Kadesh. They
conquered all the land belonging to the
Amalekite people and the Amorite people
who were living in Hazezon Tamar.
8

Then the armies of the kings of Sodom,
Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboyim and Bela
marched out to ﬁght the armies of the
four kings in Siddim Valley. 9 They fought
against the armies of Chedorlaomer the
king of Elam, Tidal the king of Goiim, Amraphel the king of Shinar, and Arioch the
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king of Ellasar. The armies of four kings
were ﬁghting against the armies of ﬁve
kings. 10 TheValley of Siddim was full of
tar pits. So when the armies of the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah tried to run away,
many of the men fell into these pits. The
others escaped and ran away to the hills.
11
As they ﬂed, their enemies seized all of
the valuable things in Sodom and Gomorrah, including all the food. 12 They also
captured Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom
13-14
at that time.
At that time, Abram
was living near the big trees that belonged
to Mamre, who belonged to the Amor
clan. Abram had made an agreement with
Mamre and his two brothers, Eshcol and
Aner, that they would help each other if
there was a war. One of the men who escaped from the battle told Abram the Hebrew what had happened and that the enemy had captured his nephew, Lot, and
taken him away. So Abram summoned
318 men who were his servants, men who
had been with Abram since they were
born and who knew how to ﬁght as warriors. They all went together and pursued their enemies as far as the city of
Dan. 15 During the night, Abram divided
the men into several groups, and they attacked their enemies from various directions and defeated them. They pursued
them as far as Hobah, which was north
of the city of Damascus. 16 Abram’s men
recovered all of the goods that had been
taken. They also rescued Lot and all his
possessions and also the women and others who their enemies had taken.
17

As Abram was returning home after he
and his men had defeated the armies of
King Chedorlaomer and the other kings
who had fought alongside him, the King of
Sodom went north to meet him in Shaveh
Valley, which people also call the King’s
Valley. 18 Melchizedek, the king of the city
of Salem, was also a priest of the supreme

God. He brought some bread and wine to
Abram. 19 Then he blessed Abram and
said, ”I ask the supreme God, the one who
created heaven and earth, to bless you.
20
I praise the supreme God, because he
has enabled you to defeat your enemies.”
Then Abram gave to Melchizedek a tenth
part of all the things he had captured. 21
The King of Sodom said to Abram, “You
can keep all the goods you recovered. Just
let me take back the people from my city
whom you captured.” 22 But Abram said
to the King of Sodom, ”I have solemnly
promised Yahweh, the supreme God, the
one who created heaven and earth, 23 that
I will not take even one thread or a thong
of a sandal from anything that belongs to
you. As a result, you will never be able
to say, ‘I caused Abram to become rich.’
24
The only thing I will accept is the food
that my men have eaten. But Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre went with me and fought
alongside me, so let them have a share of
the goods we brought back.”

Chapter 15
1

Some time later, Abram had a vision in
which Yahweh spoke to him and said, “Do
not be afraid of anything, I will protect
you and I will give a great reward.” 2
But Abram replied, “Lord Yahweh, how
can you give me what I truly want, because I have no children, and the one who
will inherit all my possessions is my servant Eliezer, from Damascus!” 3 Abram
also said, “You have not given me any children, so a servant in my household will inherit everything that I own!” 4 Yahweh
replied, “No! He will not be the one who
will inherit it. Instead, you yourself will
be the father of the one who will inherit
everything you own.” 5 Then Yahweh took
Abram outside of his tent and said, “Look
up at the sky! Can you count the stars?
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No, you cannot count them because there
are so many of them, and your descendants will be as numerous as the stars.”
6
Abram believed that what Yahweh said
would happen. Because of that, Yahweh
considered him as good. 7 Yahweh also
said to him, “I am Yahweh. I am the one
who brought you from Ur in the land of
Chaldea. I brought you here to give you
this land to possess.” 8 But Abram replied,
“Lord Yahweh, how can I know for sure
that this land will belong to me?” 9 God
said to him, “Bring a three year old heifer
and a three year old goat to me, and a dove
and a pigeon.” 10 So Abram brought all of
them. He killed them and cut each of the
animals in half. He arranged the halves of
each one, side by side. But he did not cut
the pigeon and dove in half. 11 Birds that
eat dead animals came down to eat the
carcasses, but Abram drove them away.
12
As the sun was going down, Abram fell
sound asleep, and suddenly everything
around him became dark and frightening.
13
Then Yahweh said to Abram, ”I want
you to know that your descendants will
become foreigners living in a land that
does not belong to them. They will become slaves of the owners of that land.
The owners of the land will mistreat them
for four hundred years. 14 But then I will
punish the people of that country where
they are slaves. Then your descendants
will leave that country, taking many possessions with them. 15 But as for you, you
will die peacefully and be buried when
you are very old. 16 After your descendants have been slaves for four hundred
years, they will come back here. They
will take control of this land and defeat
the Amor people. This will not happen
before that time, because the Amor people have not yet sinned to the degree that
I would punish them like that for it.” 17
When the sun had set and it was dark,
unexpectedly a blazing torch and a clay

pot containing burning coals from which
smoke was rising appeared and went between the halves of the animals. 18 On
that day Yahweh made a covenant with
Abram. Yahweh told him, ”I will give to
your descendants all the land between the
river that is on the eastern border of Egypt
to the south, and north to the Euphrates
River. 19 That is the land where the Ken,
the Keniz, the Kidmon, 20 the Heth, the
Perez, the Repha, 21 the Amor, the Canaan,
the Girgash, and the Jebus people groups
live.”

Chapter 16
1

Up to that time, Abram’s wife Sarai had
not given birth to any children for Abram.
But she had a female slave from Egypt,
whose name was Hagar. 2 Sarai said to
Abram, “Listen to me! Yahweh has not allowed me to become pregnant. So sleep
with my slave Hagar. Perhaps she will
bear children whom I can consider to be
mine.” Abram agreed to do what Sarai
said. 3 This happened ten years after
Abram and Sarai went to live in Canaan
land. In this way Abram took Hagar,
Sarai’s slave from Egypt, to be his second
wife. 4 So he slept with Hagar, and she became pregnant. When she realized that
she was pregnant, she began to despise
her mistress Sarai. 5 Then Sarai said to
Abram, “It is your fault! I put my servant
into your arms so that you could sleep
with her. Now she is pregnant, and she
despises me because I have no children.
May Yahweh ﬁnd you guilty for doing this
to me!” 6 So Abram said to Sarai, “Listen to me! She is your servant, so act toward her in the way you consider best.”
Then Sarai started to mistreat her, so Ha7
gar ran away.
The angel of Yahweh
went to her as she was near a spring of
water in the desert. It was the spring that
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was alongside the road to Shur. 8 He said
to her, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have
you come from, and where are you going?” She replied, “I have run away from
Sarai, my mistress.” 9 The angel of Yahweh said, “Go back to your mistress and
continue to obey her.” 10 The angel of Yahweh also said to her, “I will enable you to
bear so many descendants that no one will
be able to count them!” 11 The angel of
Yahweh also said to her, ”Listen to this!
You are pregnant. You will give birth to a
son. You must name him Ishmael, which
means ‘God listens,’ because Yahweh has
heard you crying because you feel so miserable. 12 But your son will be as uncontrollable as a wild donkey. He will oppose everyone, and everyone will oppose
him. He will live far away from all his relatives.” 13 Hagar said to herself, “I continue
to live, even though Yahweh has seen me!”
So she called Yahweh, “God, the one who
sees me.” 14 That is why people call the
well there “Beer Lahai Roi,” which means,
“the well of the living one who sees me!” It
is still there, between Kadesh and Bered.
15

So Hagar later gave birth to a son for
Abram, and she named him Ishmael. 16
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar gave birth to Abram’s son Ishmael.

Chapter 17
1

When Abram was ninety-nine years old,
Yahweh appeared to Abram again and
said to him, ”I am God Almighty. I want
you to live your life in the way that I want.
I want you to not do anything wrong. 2
I will conﬁrm my covenant between us,
and I will cause you to have a very great
number of descendants.” 3 Abram bowed
down with his face on the ground. Then
God said to him, 4 ”Listen to this! This is
the covenant I am making with you: You

will be the father of many groups of people. 5 Your name will be Abram no longer.
Instead, your name will be Abraham, because I will make you the father of many
groups of people. 6 I will cause you to have
very, very many descendants, and I will
cause nations and kings to be among them.
7
I will make this covenant between me
and you and the generations of your descendants after you forever. Because of
this covenant, you will worship and follow me as God, and so will your descendants. 8 I will give to you and to your descendants the land of Canaan, the whole
land of Canaan, where you are now living. It will be an everlasting possession
for them, and I will be their God.”
9

Then God said to Abraham, ”Now you
must keep your part of the covenant that
I am making with you, and your descendants must also obey it, for all generations. 10 This is a requirement of the
covenant that I am making between myself and you and all your descendants:
Every male among you must be circumcised. 11 Cutting the foreskins of them
will be the sign that you have accepted
the covenant that I am making with you.
12
Every male child among you must be
circumcised when he is eight days old,
in all future generations. That includes
baby boys in your household and those
born from slaves that have been bought,
and foreigners who live among you but
do not belong to your household. 13 It
does not matter whether their parents are
members of your household or slaves that
you have bought; they must all be circumcised. Your bodies will have this mark to
show you have accepted this everlasting
covenant that I am making. 14 You must
drive out from your community any male
who has not been circumcised, because
that person has disobeyed my covenant.”
15

21

God also said to Abraham, ”As for Sarai,
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your wife, you must not call her Sarai any hold, the ones who had been born there
longer. I will change her name also. Her and those Abraham had bought from forname will now be Sarah. 16 I will bless her, eigners, were also circumcised.
and she will surely give birth to a son for
you. And I will bless her so much that she
will be the ancestor of people of many nations. Kings and people groups will be descended from her.”
1
One day during that year, at the time of
17
Abraham lay down with his face on the day when it was hot, Yahweh appeared to
ground in respect before God. But then he Abraham again near the big trees that belaughed as he said to himself, “Can a man longed to Mamre. Abraham was sitting in
2
who is a hundred years old become a fa- the entrance to his tent. Abraham looked
ther of a son? And since Sarah is ninety up and was surprised to see three men
years old, how can she bear a child?” 18 standing near him. When he saw them,
Then Abraham said to God, “Perhaps you he ran to meet them. He prostrated himwill let Ishmael receive your blessing and self with his face on the ground in respect.
3
He said to one of them, ”Lord, if you
inherit all I possess.” 19 Then God replied,
”No! Your wife Sarah will bear a son for are pleased with me, stay here for a lit4
you. You must name him Isaac. I will es- tle while. Allow my servants to bring a
tablish my covenant with him, one that little water and wash your feet, and then
5
Since you have
will be an everlasting covenant with him rest under this tree.
and his descendants. 20 As for Ishmael, come here to me, allow me to bring you
I have heard what you asked me to do some food so that you can gain strength
for him. I will bless him so that he also before you leave.” The men replied, “All
6
Then
will have many descendants. Among his right, do as you have said.”
Abraham
hurried
into
the
tent
and
said
descendants will be the leaders of twelve
tribes. And I will cause his descendants to Sarah, “Quick, get twenty kilograms of
7
to become a great nation. 21 But it is with our best ﬂour and make some bread!”
Isaac that I will establish my covenant— Then he ran to the herd of cattle and seIsaac, the son whom Sarah will give birth lected a calf whose meat would be tender
to at this time next year.” 22 When God and tasty. He gave it to one of his servants,
8
ﬁnished talking to Abraham, God disap- who hurried to kill and cook it. When the
meat was cooked, Abraham brought some
peared from his sight.
curds, milk, and the meat that the servant
23
On that same day, Abraham took his had prepared. He placed them in front of
son Ishmael and all the males that were them. Then he stood near them under a
in his household, including the sons of tree while they ate. 9 After they ate, they
all the slaves he had bought, and circum- asked him, “Where is Sarah, your wife?”
cised them. He cut off their foreskins, He replied, “She is in the tent.” 10 Then the
24
Abra- leader of the group said, “I will return to
just as God told him to do.
ham was ninety-nine years old when he you in the springtime next year, and liswas circumcised, 25 and Ishmael was thir- ten, your wife Sarah will have an infant
teen years old when Abraham circum- son.” It happened that Sarah was listencised him. 26 It was on that very same day ing at the entrance of the tent, which was
that Abraham and his son Ishmael were behind the man who was speaking. 11
circumcised. 27 All the males in his house- Now Abraham and Sarah were very old,
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and Sarah was far past the time of childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself,
thinking, “My body is worn out, and my
husband is old. So how can I have the pleasure of having a baby?” 13 Yahweh said
to Abraham, ”Why did Sarah laugh? Why
was she thinking, ‘I am too old, so how can
I bear a child’? 14 Is there anything too
diﬃcult for me? I will return about this
time next year in the springtime, the time
I have ﬁxed, and Sarah will have an infant
son.” 15 Then Sarah was afraid, so she lied
and said, “I did not laugh.” But Yahweh
said, “Do not deny it! You did laugh.”
16

When the three men got up to leave,
they looked down into the valley toward
the city of Sodom. Abraham was walking with them to say “Farewell” to them.
17
Yahweh said to himself, ”It is not right
for me to prevent Abraham from knowing what I plan to do. 18 Abraham’s descendants will become a great and powerful people group. And people of all people
groups will be blessed because of what I
do for him. 19 I have chosen him in order
that he will direct his children and their
families so that they will obey me and do
what is right and fair, so that I will do for
Abraham what I have promised to do for
him.” 20 So Yahweh said to Abraham, ”I
have heard the terrible things that some
people have been saying about the people
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Their sins are
very great. 21 So I will go down now, and I
will see if all the terrible things that I have
heard are true or not true.” 22 Then the
two other men turned and started walking toward Sodom. But Abraham kept
standing in front of Yahweh. 23 Abraham
came closer to him and said, ”Will you really destroy people who have done nothing wrong along with the wicked ones? 24
What will you do if there are ﬁfty people
in the city who have done nothing wrong?
Will you really destroy them all, and not
spare the place for the sake of the ﬁfty

righteous people who have done nothing
wrong? 25 Certainly you would not do
such a thing, to kill good people along with
wicked ones, and treat good people and
wicked people the same way. You could
not do that, because you, who are the
judge of everyone on the earth, will certainly do what is right regarding the people of Sodom!” 26 Yahweh replied, “If I ﬁnd
ﬁfty people in Sodom who have done nothing wrong, I will spare the whole place for
their sake.” 27 Abraham replied, ”I should
not be bold like this and speak to you, my
Lord, because I am as worthless as dust
and ashes. 28 But what will you do if there
are only forty-ﬁve people who have done
nothing wrong? Will you destroy everyone in the whole city because there are
only forty-ﬁve and not ﬁfty good people?”
Yahweh replied, “I will not destroy it if
I ﬁnd that there are forty-ﬁve good people.” 29 Abraham continued to speak to
him like this, saying, “What will you do if
you ﬁnd that there are only forty good people there?” Yahweh replied, “I will not destroy them all, for the sake of the forty.”
30
Abraham said, “Please do not be angry
now. Let me speak again. What will you
do if there are only thirty good people?”
He replied, “I will not do it if I ﬁnd that
there are thirty there.” 31 Abraham said,
“I should not be bold and speak to you like
this, my Lord. But what will you do if
you ﬁnd that there are only twenty good
people there?” He replied, “I will not destroy the whole city, for the sake of those
twenty.” 32 Finally, Abraham said, “My
Lord, do not be angry now. Just let me
speak one time more. What will you do if
you ﬁnd that there are only ten good people there?” Yahweh answered, “I will not
destroy the city for the sake of those ten.”
33
Abraham said no more. As soon as Yahweh ﬁnished speaking with Abraham, he
left, and Abraham went home.
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Chapter 19
1

That evening, the two angels arrived
in Sodom. Lot was sitting at the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he
got up to greet them and prostrated himself with his face on the ground. 2 He
said to them, “Gentlemen, please stay in
my house tonight. You can wash your
feet, and early tomorrow you can continue your journey.” But they said, “No,
we will just sleep in the city square.” 3
But Lot kept insisting strongly that they
sleep in his house. So they entered his
house with him, and he prepared a meal
for them. He baked some bread without
yeast, and they ate it. 4 After they ﬁnished
eating, before they went to bed, the men
of the city of Sodom, all of them, from the
young ones to the old ones, surrounded
the house. 5 They called out to Lot, saying,
“Where are the men who came to your
house this evening? Bring them out, so
that we can sleep with them!” 6 Lot went
outside the house and shut the door behind him, so that they could not go inside.
7
He said to them, ”My friends, do not do
such an evil thing! 8 Listen to me. I have
two daughters who have never slept with
any man. Let me bring them out to you
now, and you can do with them whatever
pleases you. But do not do anything to
these men, because they are guests in my
house, so I must protect them!” 9 But they
replied, “Get out of our way! You are a
foreigner; so you have no right to tell us
what is right! We will do worse things to
you than we will do to them!” Then they
lunged toward Lot, and tried forcefully to
break down the door. 10 But the two angels opened the door carefully, reached
out their hands, and pulled Lot inside the
house. Then they quickly shut the door. 11
Then they caused all the men who were
outside the door of the house, young and
old, to become blind, so that they could

12
not ﬁnd the door.
Then the two angels said to Lot, ”Who else is with you
here? If you have sons or sons-in-law or
daughters or anyone else in the city who
is related to you, take them out of the city,
13
because we are going to destroy this
place. Yahweh has heard many terrible
things that some people have said about
this city, and he has sent us to destroy
it.” 14 So Lot went and spoke to the men
who had pledged to marry his daughters.
He said to them, “Hurry! Get out of this
city, because Yahweh is about to destroy
it!” But his future sons-in-law thought he
was joking. 15 As it was about to dawn
the next morning, the two angels urged
Lot, saying, “Get up quickly! Take your
wife and your two daughters who are here
with you and leave! If you do not, you
will be swept away when we destroy the
city!” 16 When Lot hesitated, the angels
grasped his hand and his wife’s hand and
the hands of his two daughters. They led
them outside the city safely. The angels
did that because Yahweh was acting mercifully toward them. 17 When they were
outside the city, one of the angels said, “If
you want to stay alive, run away quickly!
Do not look back! And do not stop anywhere in the valley! Flee to the hills! If
you do not, you will die!” 18 But Lot said
to one of them, ”No, sir, do not make me
do that! 19 Please, listen. You have been
pleased with me and have been very kind
to me and spared my life. But I cannot ﬂee
to the mountain. If I try to do that, I will
die in this disaster. 20 Listen to me. There
is a town nearby. Let me run there now.
It is only a small town, and if you do not
destroy it, our lives will be saved if we go
there.” 21 One of the angels said to Lot,
”I will allow you to do what you have requested. And I will not destroy the town
you are talking about. 22 But hurry! Run
there, because I cannot destroy anything
until you arrive.” People later called the
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name of the town Zoar, which means ‘not- day, his older daughter said to his younger
important,’ because Lot said that it was a daughter, “Listen to me. Last night I slept
small village.
with our father. Let us cause him to become drunk again tonight! This time you
23
As the sun was rising, Lot and his family
can go and sleep with him. If he sleeps
arrived in the town which is now called
with you, you can become pregnant, and
Zoar. 24 Then Yahweh caused ﬁre and
that way you can have a child, too.” 35
burning sulfur to fall down on Sodom and
So that night, they caused their father to
Gomorrah like rain from the sky. 25 In that
become drunk with wine again, and then
way, he destroyed those cities and all the
his younger daughter went and slept with
people who were living in those cities. He
him. But again, he was so drunk that he
also destroyed everything in the valley, indid not know when she lay down with him
cluding all the plants. 26 But Lot’s wife
or when she got up. 36 So Lot caused his
stopped and looked back to see what was
two daughters to become pregnant. 37 The
happening, so she died, and her body later
older one later gave birth to a son, whom
became a pillar of salt.
she named Moab. He became the ancestor
27
That morning, Abraham got up and of the Moab people group. 38 The younger
went to the place where he had stood in one also gave birth to a son, whom she
front of Yahweh. 28 He looked down to- named Ben-Ammi. He became the ancesward Sodom and Gomorrah, and he was tor of the people that are now called the
surprised to see that all over the valley, Ammon people group.
smoke was rising, like the smoke of a huge
furnace.
29

Chapter 20

So when God destroyed those cities in
the valley, he did not forget to help Abraham, and he rescued Lot from the disas- 1
Abraham left Mamre and moved southter that occurred in the cities where Lot
west to the Negev desert. There he lived
lived.
between Kadesh and Shur. He lived as a
30
Lot was afraid to stay in Zoar, so he left foreigner in the town of Gerar. 2 While he
there and moved with his two daughters was there, he told people that Sarah was
to the mountain, and they lived in a cave. his sister, not his wife. Then King Abim31
One day the older daughter said to the elech of Gerar sent some of his men to
younger daughter, ”Our father is old, and get Sarah, and they brought her to him to
there is no man in this area who will sleep be his wife. 3 But God appeared to Abimwith us, as people all over the earth do. elech in a dream during the night and
32
Let us make our father drink wine un- said to him, “Listen to me! You are gotil he gets drunk. Then we can sleep with ing to die because the woman you took
4
him without him knowing it. In that way is another man’s wife.”
But Abimhe will cause us to become pregnant and elech had not slept with her, so he said,
we can bear children who will be our fa- ”Lord, since the people of my nation and
ther’s descendants.” 33 So that night they I are innocent, will you kill us? 5 Abracaused their father to become drunk. And ham told me, ‘She is my sister,’ and she
the older daughter went in and slept with also said, ‘He is my brother.’ I did not inher father, but he was so drunk that he tend to do anything wrong; neither have I
did not know when she lay down with done anything wrong.” 6 God said to him,
34
The next ”Yes, I know that you did not want to do
him or when she got up.
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anything wrong. That is why I prevented
you from sinning against me. I did not
allow you to touch her. 7 Therefore, return this man’s wife to her husband, because he is a prophet. He will pray for
you so that you may live. But if you do
not return her to him, you will certainly
die, and all the members of your household will also certainly die.” 8 Early the
next morning, Abimelech summoned all
his oﬃcials and told them everything that
had happened. When they heard that, his
men were very afraid that God would punish them. 9 Abimelech then summoned
Abraham, and said to him, ”You should
not have done that to us! Did I do something wrong to you? Did I make you want
me and my people to become guilty of a
great sin? You have done things to me that
you should not have done! 10 Why did
you do this?” 11 Abraham replied, ”I said
that she was my sister because I thought,
‘The people in this place certainly do not
respect God. Certainly they do whatever
wrong things they wish. So they will kill
me to get my wife.’ 12 Besides, Sarah really can be considered my sister, because
she is the daughter of my father, although
she is not the daughter of my mother. She
is the daughter of another woman, and I
13
Later, when God told
married her.
me to move away from my father’s household, I said to her, ‘This is the way you can
show that you are faithful to me: Everywhere we go, say about me, “This is my
brother.” ’” 14 So Abimelech brought some
sheep and cattle and gave them to Abraham. He also gave him some male and female slaves. Then he returned Abraham’s
15
And Abimelech
wife Sarah to him.
said to him, “Look! My land is in front of
you. Live in whatever place you wish!” 16
And he said to Sarah, “Look! I am giving a
thousand pieces of silver to your brother.
This is to ensure that no one will bring up
this matter again and say that you have

17
done anything wrong.”
Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech’s wife and his slave girls so that they
could have children. 18 This was because
Yahweh had caused it to be impossible for
any of the women in Abimelech’s household to bear children, because Abimelech
had taken Abraham’s wife Sarah.

Chapter 21
1

Yahweh acted very kindly toward Sarah,
just as he said he would do. He did for
Sarah exactly what he promised to do, 2
for she became pregnant and gave birth to
a son for Abraham when he was very old,
at the time God promised it would happen. 3 Abraham gave the name “Isaac” to
the son Sarah delivered. 4 He also circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days
old, just as God had commanded him to
do. 5 Abraham was one hundred years
old when his son Isaac was born. 6 Sarah
said, “Although I was sad before because
I did not have any children, God has now
enabled me to laugh with joy, and everyone who hears about what God has done
for me will laugh with me.” 7 She also said,
“No one would have said to Abraham that
some day I would nurse a child, but I have
given birth to a son when Abraham is very
old.”
8

The baby grew. The day came when he
was taken off his mother’s milk. On that
day, Abraham prepared a large feast to
celebrate. 9 One day Sarah noticed that
Hagar’s son Ishmael was making fun of
Isaac. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Get
rid of that slave woman from Egypt and
her son! I do not want the son of that
slave woman to take what my son Isaac
will inherit.” 11 Abraham was very upset
about the matter, because he was also con12
But
cerned about his son Ishmael.
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God said to Abraham, ”Do not be upset
about your son, Ishmael, and about your
servant Hagar. Listen to everything that
Sarah tells you to do, and do it, because
Isaac is the one who will be the forefather
of the descendants I promised to give you.
13
But I will also cause the son of your servant Hagar to be the ancestor of a great
people group, because he is also your son.”
14
So Abraham got up early the next morning. He got some food ready, put water in
a bag, and gave it to Hagar. He put the
bag on her shoulder, handed her Ishmael,
and sent them away into the wilderness of
Beersheba.
15

After Hagar and her son had drunk all
the water in the bag, she put the boy under one of the bushes there. 16 Then she
went and sat nearby, about as far as someone can shoot an arrow. She thought, “I
cannot endure seeing my son die!” As she
17
sat there, she began to cry loudly.
Soon God heard the sound of Ishmael, so
he sent one of his angels to call out from
heaven to Hagar. He said, ”Hagar, what is
the matter with you? Do not be afraid, because God has heard the boy crying there.
18
Go lift the boy up and help him be brave,
because I will cause his descendants to become a great people group.” 19 Then God
showed her a well of water. So she went
to the well and ﬁlled the container with
water, and gave the boy a drink.
20

God helped the boy as he grew up in the
wilderness, and he became a good archer.
21
He lived in the wilderness of Paran. Hagar got a wife for him from Egypt.
22

At that time, King Abimelech and Phicol,
the commander of his army, said to Abraham, ”It is clear that God helps you in all
that you do. 23 So now, solemnly promise
to me here, as God is listening, that you
will not deceive me and my children, or
my descendants. Act faithfully toward me
and toward all the people here in the coun-

try where you are now living. Act faithfully toward me, as I have acted toward
you.” 24 So Abraham swore an oath to do
that.
25

Abraham also complained to Abimelech
about one of Abraham’s wells of water
that Abimelech’s servants had taken control of. 26 But Abimelech said, “I do not
know who has done that. You did not tell
me previously, and I did not hear about
it until today.” 27 So Abraham brought
some sheep and cattle and gave them to
Abimelech, and the two of them solemnly
agreed to have peace between themselves.
28
Abraham went to his ﬂock and chose
seven female lambs from it. 29 Abimelech asked Abraham, “Why have you
taken these seven female lambs from your
ﬂock?” 30 Abraham replied, “I want you
to accept these female lambs from me. In
this way, my gift to you will be proof to
everyone that this well belongs to me be31
So Abimelech accause I dug it.”
cepted the lambs. Then Abraham named
that place Beersheba, which means ‘Well
of the oath,’ because he and Abimelech
had sworn an oath there to be peaceful
toward each other. 32 After they made
the treaty at Beersheba, Abimelech and
his army commander, Phicol, left and returned to the land of the Philistines. 33
Abraham planted a tamarisk tree there,
and there he worshiped Yahweh, the eternal God. 34 Abraham stayed as an outsider
in the land of the Philistine people for a
long time.

Chapter 22
1

Several years later, God tested Abraham
to ﬁnd out whether Abraham would obey
him. He called out to Abraham, and Abraham replied, “I am here.” 2 God said,
“Your son, Isaac, whom you love very
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much, is the only son I promised to give
you. Take him with you and go together
to the land of Moriah, and go up a mountain I will show you, and offer him as
a burnt offering.” 3 So Abraham got up
early the next morning, put a saddle on
his donkey, and took with him two of his
servants along with his son, Isaac. He also
chopped some wood for a ﬁre for a burnt
offering. Then they started traveling to
the place God told him about. 4 On the
third day that they were traveling, Abraham looked up and saw in the distance
the place where God wanted him to go. 5
Abraham said to his servants, “You two
stay here with the donkey while the boy
and I go over there. We will worship God
there, and then we will come back to you.”
6
Then Abraham took the wood to start a
ﬁre for the burnt offering and placed it on
his son Isaac for him to carry. Abraham
carried in his hand something for starting
a ﬁre. He also carried a knife, and the two
of them walked along together. 7 Then
Isaac spoke to his father Abraham, saying,
“My father.” Abraham replied, “Yes, my
son, I am here!” Isaac said, “Look, we
have wood and coals to light a ﬁre, but
where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
8
Abraham replied, “My son, God himself
will provide the lamb for the burnt offering.” So the two of them continued walk9
ing along together.
They arrived at
the place God had told him about. There,
Abraham built a stone altar and arranged
the wood on top of it. Then he tied his son
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of
the wood. 10 Then Abraham took the knife
11
and reached out to kill his son.
But
the angel of Yahweh called to him from
heaven and said, “Abraham! Abraham!”
Abraham replied, “I am here!” 12 The angel said, “Do not harm the boy, because
now I know that you respect and obey God.
I know this because you have not refused
to sacriﬁce your only son.”

13

Then Abraham looked up and saw a
ram nearby, in a thicket that had caught
its horns. So Abraham went over and
grabbed the ram and killed it, and sacriﬁced it on the altar as a burnt offering,
instead of his son. 14 Abraham named
that place “Yahweh will provide.” To
the present day people say, “On Yahweh’s
mountain, he will provide.”
15

The angel of Yahweh called out to Abraham from heaven a second time. 16 He
said, ”I, Yahweh, declare to you that you
did what I told you, and you have not held
back your only son. So I solemnly swear,
with myself as my witness, 17 that some
day your descendants will be as many as
the stars in the sky and the grains of sand
on the seashore. Your descendants will defeat their enemies and capture their cities.
18
You obeyed me, so by means of your descendants the people of all the nations on
the earth will be blessed.” 19 Then Abraham and Isaac returned to where his servants were waiting, and they went back
together to Beersheba, and Abraham and
his people continued to stay there.
20

After these things happened, someone
told Abraham, “Your brother Nahor’s wife,
Milkah, has also given birth to children.”
21
Now the oldest son was Uz. The next
was Buz. After him was Kemuel, the
father of Aram. 22 After Kemuel was
Kesed, then Hazo, then Pildash, then Jidlaph, then Bethuel. 23 Bethuel was the
father of Rebekah. Those were the eight
sons of Milkah, wife of Abraham’s brother,
Nahor. 24 Nahor also had a concubine,
whose name was Beumah. She gave birth
to four sons: Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and
Maacah.

Chapter 23
1

28

When Sarah was 127 years old,

2

she
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died at the city of Kiriath Arba, which is
now called Hebron, in the land of Canaan.
3
Then Abraham mourned over her.
He left the body of his wife and spoke to
some of the descendants of Heth. He said,
4
“I am a temporary settler living among
you, so I do not own any land here. Sell
me some land here so that I can bury my
5
wife’s body.”
They replied to him, 6
“Sir, you are a powerful man among us.
Choose one of our ﬁnest tombs and bury
your wife’s body in it. None of us will
refuse to sell land to you for a tomb for
7
your wife’s body.”
Then Abraham
stood up and bowed in respect in front
of the people who owned the land, the
descendants of Heth. 8 He said to them,
”If you say that you are willing for me to
bury my wife’s body here, listen to me,
and ask Ephron son of Zohar, 9 to sell me
the cave in the Machpelah area, which is
at the end of his ﬁeld. Ask him to sell
it to me for the full price he wants, and
to sell it to me in front of you all. In
this way I can have a burial ground.” 10
Now Ephron was sitting among the people at the city gate where many descendants of Heth had gathered. He had heard
what Abraham said to them. 11 Ephron
said, “No, sir, listen to me. I will give to
you the ﬁeld and the cave in it, without
charge, with the people here as witnesses.
12
AbraPlease bury your wife there.”
ham again bowed before the people who
lived in the land, 13 and said to Ephron,
as all the others were listening, “No, listen to me. If you are willing, I will pay
for the ﬁeld. You tell me what the price
is, and I will give it to you. If you accept
it, the ﬁeld will become mine, and I can
bury my wife’s body there.” 14 Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, 15 “Sir, listen to me. The land is worth four hundred
pieces of silver. But the price is not important to you and me. Give me the money
and bury your wife’s body there.” 16 Abra-

ham agreed with Ephron about the price,
and weighed for Ephron the four hundred
pieces of silver he had suggested, as everyone was listening. He used the standard
weights for silver used by people who sold
things.
17

So Ephron’s ﬁeld in the Machpelah area,
near Mamre, and the cave in the ﬁeld, and
all the trees that were in the ﬁeld and
those marking the land’s boundary, they
all became Abraham’s possession. 18 This
is how Abraham bought the property, as
all the descendants of Heth were listening
there at the city gate. 19 After that, Abraham buried his wife Sarah’s body in the
cave in the ﬁeld in the Machpelah area
near Mamre, which is now called Hebron,
in the land of Canaan. 20 So the ﬁeld and
the cave in it were oﬃcially sold to Abraham by the descendants of Heth, for him
to use as a burial ground.

Chapter 24
1

Abraham was now a very old man. Yahweh had blessed Abraham in many ways.
2
One day Abraham said to the chief servant of his household, the man who was
in charge of all Abraham owned, ”Put
your hand between my thighs to solemnly
promise you will do what I tell you. 3
Knowing that Yahweh, God who created
the heavens and the earth, is listening,
promise that you will not get a wife for
my son, Isaac, from the daughters of the
Canaan people among whom I am now living. 4 Instead, go to my country and to
my relatives. Get a wife for my son Isaac
from among them.” 5 The servant asked
him, “If I ﬁnd a woman among your relatives, what should I do if she is not willing to come back with me to this land?
Should I take your son back there to the
country you came from, so he can ﬁnd a
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wife and live there?” 6 Abraham replied
to him, ”No! Be certain that you do not
take my son there! 7 Yahweh, the God who
created the heavens, brought me here. He
brought me from my father’s household
and from the land where my relatives
lived. He spoke to me and made a solemn
promise to me. He said, ‘I will give this
land of Canaan to your descendants.’ He
will send an angel who will go there ahead
of you and enable you to get a wife for
8
my son and bring her to live here.
But if the woman you ﬁnd will not come
back with you, you are free to disregard
the promise you are making. The only
thing that you must not do is to take my
son to live there.” 9 So the servant put
his hand between Abraham’s thighs and
made a solemn promise about the matter.
10

Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and loaded them with all
kinds of goods that his master gave him
to take along. Then he left to go to
Aram Naharaim, which is in northern
Mesopotamia. He arrived in the city of Nahor. 11 When the servant arrived at Nahor, it was in late afternoon, at the time
when the women go to the well to get water. He made the camels kneel down near
the well, which was outside the city. 12
The servant prayed, ”Yahweh, God whom
my master Abraham worships, enable me
to be successful today! Keep faith with
my master, Abraham! 13 Listen to me. I
am standing near a well of water, and
the daughters of the people of the city are
coming to get water. 14 I am asking you
this: I will say to one of the girls, ‘Please
lower your jar so that I may drink some
water.’ If she says, ‘Drink some water, and
I will draw some water for your camels,
too,’ I will know that she is the woman
whom you chose to be a wife for your
servant, Isaac, and I will know that you
have kept faith with my master.” 15 Before he ﬁnished praying, a young woman

named Rebekah arrived there, carrying a
jar on her shoulder. She was the daughter
of Bethuel, the son of Milkah, the wife of
Abraham’s younger brother Nahor. 16 She
was very beautiful and a virgin. No man
had ever slept with her. She went down to
the edge of the well, ﬁlled her jar with water, and then came back up. 17 Abraham’s
servant immediately ran to meet her, and
said, “Please give me a little water from
your jar.” 18 She replied, “Drink some, sir!”
She lowered her jar from her shoulder to
her hands and gave him a drink. 19 After
she had ﬁnished giving him a drink, she
said, “I will also get some water for your
camels, until they have had enough to
drink.” 20 She quickly emptied the water
in her jar into the animals’ water trough.
Then she ran back to the well, and kept getting water for all the camels. 21 The servant just watched her, without saying anything. He wanted to know if Yahweh had
caused his trip to be successful or not. 22
Finally, after the camels ﬁnished drinking,
the servant took out a gold nose ring that
weighed six grams, and two gold bracelets
for her arms, each weighing about 110
grams, gave them to Rebekah, and told her
to put them on. 23 Then he said, “Tell me
whose daughter you are. Also, tell me, is
there room in your father’s house for me
and my men to sleep there tonight?” 24
She replied, ”My father’s name is Bethuel.
He is the son of Nahor and his wife Milkah.
25
Yes, we have room where you all can
sleep tonight, and we also have plenty of
straw and grain to feed the camels.” 26
The servant bowed and worshiped Yahweh. 27 He said, “I thank Yahweh, God
whom my master Abraham worships. He
has continued to show that he is faithful
and trustworthy toward my master. Yahweh led me on this journey straight to the
house of my master’s relatives!” 28 The
girl ran and told everyone in her mother’s
household about what had happened. 29
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Rebekah had a brother whose name was
Laban. Laban went quickly to the servant,
who was outside by the well. 30 He was
surprised to have seen the nose ring and
the bracelets on his sister’s arms and to
have heard Rebekah tell what the man
had said to her. So he went out and saw
the man standing near the camels, close to
the well. 31 He said to the man, “You who
have been blessed by Yahweh, come! Why
are you standing out here? I have prepared a room for you in the house, and a
place for the camels to stay.” 32 So the servant went to the house, and Laban’s servants unloaded the camels. They brought
straw and grain for the camels, and water for him and the men with him to wash
33
They set food in front of
their feet.
him for him to eat, but he said, “I will
not eat until I tell you what I need to tell
you.” So Laban said, “Tell us!” 34 So the
servant said, ”I am Abraham’s servant. 35
Yahweh has greatly blessed my master so
that he has become very rich. Yahweh has
given him many sheep and cattle, a lot of
gold and silver, male and female servants,
camels and donkeys. 36 My master’s wife,
Sarah, bore a son for him when she was
very old, and my master has given to his
son everything he owns. 37 My master
made me solemnly promise, saying, ’Do
not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaan people, in whose land
we are living. 38 Instead, go back to my
father’s family, to my own clan, and get
from them a wife for my son.’ 39 Then
I asked my master, ‘What shall I do if the
woman they give me will not come back
with me?’ 40 He replied, ’Yahweh, whom
I have always obeyed, will send his angel
with you, and he will cause your journey
to be successful. He will make you able to
get a wife for my son from my clan, from
my father’s family. 41 But if my clan refuses to allow her to return with you, you
will be freed from being cursed because

you could not obey me.’
42

When I came today to the well, I prayed,
’Yahweh, God whom my master, Abraham,
worships, if you are going to make me
successful on this journey, please do this
for me: 43 I am standing alongside a well,
where girls will come to draw water. I am
asking you that if I say to a girl, “Please,
give me a little water to drink from your
jar,” 44 and if she says to me, “Certainly,
drink some, and I will also draw some water for your camels,” then let that be the
woman whom you have chosen for my
master’s son!’ 45 Before I ﬁnished praying, Rebekah approached with her water
jar on her shoulder. She went down to
the well and got some water. I said to her,
‘Please give me a drink!’ 46 She quickly
lowered her jar and said, ‘Drink some!
And I will draw water for your camels,
too.’ So I drank some water, and she also
got water for the camels. 47 Then I asked
her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said,
‘The daughter of Bethuel, the son of Nahor
and his wife, Milkah.’ I had her put the
ring in her nose and put the bracelets on
her arms. 48 Then I bowed and worshiped
Yahweh, and I thanked Yahweh God, the
one my master Abraham worships, the
one who led me on the right road to get
the granddaughter of my master’s brother
to be a wife for my master’s son. 49 Now,
if you act faithfully toward my master as
part of his extended family, tell me that
you will do what I am asking. If you will
not do that, tell me that also, so I may
know what to do.” 50 Laban and Bethuel
answered, ”This clearly has come from
Yahweh. So we two cannot say that it is
the right thing or the wrong thing to do. 51
Rebekah is here in front of you. Take her
and go, and let her be a wife for your master’s son, just as Yahweh has indicated.”
52

When Abraham’s servant heard these
words, he bowed down to the ground to
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Yahweh. 53 Then the servant brought out
silver and gold jewelry and clothes, and
gave them to Rebekah. And he gave gifts
to her brother Laban and to her mother.
54
Then they ate a meal and drank. The
men who were with Abraham’s servant
also slept there that night. The next morning, the servant said, “Allow me now to return to my master.” 55 But her brother and
her mother replied, “Let the girl remain
with us for about ten days. After that, you
may take her and go.” 56 But he replied to
them, “Yahweh has made my journey successful, so do not delay me. Let me take
her back to my master now!” 57 They said,
“Let us call the girl and ask her to say what
she wants to do.” 58 So they summoned
Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with
this man now?” She replied, “Yes, I will
go.” 59 So they sent Rebekah, along with
the female servant who had cared for her
all her life, to go with Abraham’s servant
and the men who had come with him. 60
Then they asked God to bless Rebekah and
said to her, “Our sister, we ask that Yahweh will cause you to have millions of descendants, and allow them to completely
defeat all those that hate them.” 61 Then
Rebekah and her servant girls got ready.
They got on their camels and went with
Abraham’s servant. He took Rebekah and
left.
62

Now Isaac was living in the southern
Judean wilderness. He had come from
Beer Lahai Roi. 63 One evening he went
out into the ﬁeld to meditate as he walked.
He looked up and was surprised to see
some camels coming. 64 Rebekah also
looked up and saw Isaac. She got off the
camel 65 and asked the servant, “Who is
that man who is approaching?” The servant replied, “That is Isaac, my master.”
So she took her veil and covered her face,
in order to show modesty in front of him.
66
The servant told Isaac all that had happened. 67 Then Isaac took Rebekah into

the tent that had belonged to his mother,
Sarah, and she became his wife. He loved
her. In this way Isaac was comforted
about his mother’s death.

Chapter 25
1

Some time after Sarah died, Abraham
married another woman, whose name
was Keturah. 2 She later gave birth to
six sons: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 Jokshan became
the father of two sons, Sheba and Dedan.
The descendants of Dedan were the people groups of the Assyrians, the Letush,
and the Leum. 4 The sons of Midian were
Ephah, Epher, Hanok, Abida, and Eldaah.
They were all descendants of Keturah.
5

Abraham declared that after he died,
Isaac would inherit everything he owned.
6
But while Abraham was still living, he
gave gifts to the sons of his concubines
and sent them away to live in a land to
the east, to keep them far from his son.
7
Abraham lived until he was 175 years
old. 8 He died at a very old age and joined
his ancestors who had died previously.
9
His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried his
body in the cave at Machpelah area, near
Mamre, in the ﬁeld that Abraham had
bought from Ephron son of Zohar, a descendant of Heth. 10 It was there that Isaac
and Ishmael buried his body, where Abraham previously buried the body of his
wife Sarah. 11 After Abraham died, God
blessed his son Isaac. Isaac continued living near Beer Lahai Roi.
12

These are those who descended from
Abraham’s son, Ishmael, whom Sarah’s female slave, Hagar from Egypt, gave birth
to. 13 These were their names, in the order in which they were born: Ishmael’s
oldest son was named Nebaioth. After
him were born Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14
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Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15 Hadar, Tema,
Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 16 The
twelve sons of Ishmael became the leaders of the tribes that had those names.
They each had their own settlement and
campsite. 17 Ishmael lived until he was
137 years old. Then he died and joined
his ancestors who had previously died. 18
His descendants settled in the area between Shur and Havilah, near the border of Egypt as a person travels toward
Asshur. But they did not live in peace together.
19

This is what happened concerning Abraham’s son, Isaac. Abraham became the
father of Isaac. 20 When Isaac was forty
years old, he married Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel. Bethuel was one of the
descendants of Aram from Paddan Aram.
Rebekah was the sister of Laban, who belonged to the Aram people. 21 For a long
time after they were married, Rebekah
still had no children. So Isaac prayed to
Yahweh concerning his wife, and Yahweh
answered his prayer. His wife Rebekah
became pregnant. 22 There were two babies in her womb, and they kept jostling
each other. So she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she asked Yahweh
23
Yahweh said to her, “Two
about it.
nations will come from the twins within
you. And those two nations will separate
from each other, and one will be stronger
than the other. And the older will serve
the younger.”
24

When Rebekah gave birth, it was true!
Twin boys were born! 25 The ﬁrst one
born was red, and his body had hair all
over it, like a garment made of hair. So
they named him Esau. 26 Then his brother
was born, grasping Esau’s heel. So they
named him Jacob. Isaac was sixty years
old when the twins were born.
27

When the boys grew up, Esau became
a very good hunter of wild animals. He

spent a lot of time out in the ﬁelds. However, Jacob was a quiet man who stayed
close to the campsite. 28 Isaac liked Esau
more, because he enjoyed the taste of the
meat of the animals that Esau killed. But
Rebekah liked Jacob more.
29

One day while Jacob was cooking some
stew, Esau came home from the ﬁeld, very
hungry. 30 He said to Jacob, “Give me some
of that red stew to eat right now, because
I am starving!” (That is why Esau’s other
name was Edom.) 31 Jacob said, “I will
give you some if you sell me your right
as ﬁrstborn to inherit most of our father’s
wealth.” 32 Esau replied, “Well, I am about
to die from being so hungry. If I die now,
my rights will not help me.” 33 Jacob said,
“Swear to me that you are giving me your
rights as ﬁrstborn!” So that is what Esau
did. He sold his ﬁrstborn rights to Jacob.
34
Then Jacob gave to Esau some bread
and some stew made of lentils. Esau ate
and drank, and then he got up and left. By
doing that, Esau showed that he was not
interested in his rights as ﬁrstborn.

Chapter 26
1

Some time later there was a severe
famine in the land. That was different
from the famine that occurred when Abraham was alive. So Isaac went southeast
to the city of Gerar to talk to Abimelech,
the king of the Philistine people. 2 But
Yahweh appeared to him and said, ”Do not
go down to Egypt! Live in the land that
I tell you! 3 Stay in this land, and I will
help you and bless you, because it is to you
and your descendants that I will give all
these lands, and I will do what I solemnly
promised to your father. 4 I will cause
your descendants to be as numerous as
the stars in the sky. I will give to your descendants all these lands, and I will cause
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your descendants to be a blessing to all
the people groups on the earth. 5 I will
do that because Abraham obeyed me. He
obeyed all that I told him to do, all that I
commanded him to do, all that I declared
and all the laws that I gave him.”
6

So Isaac stayed in Gerar along with his
wife and sons.
7

When the men in Gerar asked who that
woman was, Isaac said, “She is my sister.”
He said that because he was afraid to say,
“She is my wife.” He thought, “Rebekah
is very beautiful, so they will want her.
They will kill me to get her.” 8 When Isaac
had been there a long time, one day Abimelech, the king of the Philistine people,
looked down from a window in his palace
and was surprised to see Isaac caressing
his wife Rebekah. 9 So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said to him, “Now I realize that she is really your wife! So why did
you say, ‘She is my sister’?” Isaac replied
to him, “I said that because I thought that
someone here might kill me to get her.”
10
Abimelech said, “You should not have
done this to us! One of our people might
have slept with your wife, and you would
have caused us to be guilty of a great
sin!” 11 Then Abimelech commanded all
his people, saying, “Do not harm this man
or his wife! Anyone who does that will
surely be executed!”
12

from our area.” 17 So Isaac and his family moved from there. They went and
set up their tents in the Valley of Gerar
18
and settled there.
There were several wells in that area that had been dug
when Isaac’s father Abraham was living,
but Philistine people had ﬁlled them up
with earth after Abraham died. But Isaac
and his servants dug the wells out again,
and Isaac gave the wells the same names
19
that his father had given to them.
Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and discovered a well of fresh water. 20 But the
men who herded animals in the Valley of
Gerar argued with the men who took care
of Isaac’s animals. They said, “The water in this well is ours!” So Isaac named
the well Esek, which means “dispute,” because they disputed about who owned it.
21
Then Isaac’s servants dug another well,
but they quarreled about who owned that
one also. So Isaac named it Sitnah, which
means “opposition.” 22 They moved on
from there and dug another well, but this
time no one quarreled about who owned
it. So he named it Rehoboth, which means
“empty place,” saying, “Yahweh has given
us an empty place to live in, a place that is
not wanted by other people, and we will
become very prosperous here.”
23

From there Isaac went up to Beersheba.
The ﬁrst night that he was there, Yahweh appeared to him and said, “I am
the God whom your father Abraham worshiped. Do not be afraid of anything. I
will help you and bless you, and because
of what I promised my servant Abraham,
I will greatly increase the number of your
descendants.” 25 So Isaac built an altar
there and offered a sacriﬁce to worship
Yahweh. He set up their tents there, and
his servants started to dig a well.
24

Isaac planted grain in that land that
year, and he harvested a very large crop,
because Yahweh had blessed him. 13
Isaac continued to acquire more and more
possessions, until ﬁnally he became very
wealthy. 14 He had large herds of sheep,
goats, and cattle, and many slaves. Because of that, the Philistine people envied
him. 15 So all the wells that the servants
of his father Abraham had dug, the people
ﬁlled up with earth. 16 Then Abimelech 26 While they were digging the well, King
said to Isaac, “You have become more nu- Abimelech came to Isaac from Gerar,
merous than we are, so I want you to leave along with Ahuzzath, his advisor, and Ph-
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icol, the commander of his army. 27 Isaac
asked them, “You acted in a hostile way
toward me before and sent me away. So
why have you come to me now?” 28 One
of them answered, ”We have seen that
Yahweh helps you. So we said to each
other, ‘We should have an agreement between ourselves and Isaac.’ So we should
make a peace treaty with you, 29 stating
that you will not harm us, in the same
way that we did not molest you. We always treated you well, and we sent you
away peacefully. And now Yahweh is
blessing you.” 30 So Isaac made a feast for
them, and they all ate and drank. 31 Early
the next morning they all swore to each
other that they would do what they had
promised. Then Isaac sent them home
peacefully.

the countryside, and hunt for a wild animal for me. 4 Kill one and prepare the
kind of tasty meat that I like. Then bring
it to me so that after I eat it, I can give
you a blessing before I die.” 5 Rebekah
was listening as Isaac said that to his son,
Esau. So when Esau left the tent to go hunting, 6 Rebekah said to her son, Jacob, ”Listen to me. I heard your father talking to
your brother, Esau, saying, 7 ‘Go and kill
some wild animal and bring it here, and
prepare the meat in a tasty way, so that I
may eat it. Then before I die I will give you
my blessing while Yahweh is listening.’ 8
So now, my son, do what I am telling you. 9
Go out to the ﬂock and kill two nice young
goats and bring the meat to me. Then I
will prepare some tasty food for your father, the way he likes it. 10 Then you can
take it to your father, in order that he can
32
That day Isaac’s servants came to him
eat it, and then he will give you his blessand told him about the well that they had
ing before he dies.”
ﬁnished digging. They said, “We found
water in the well!” 33 Isaac named the well 11 But Jacob said to his mother Rebekah,
Shibah, which sounds like the Hebrew ”My brother Esau’s skin has hair all over
word that means “oath.” To the present it, and my skin is not like that! My skin is
time the town there has the name Beer- smooth! 12 What will happen if my father
sheba which means “peace treaty well.”
touches me? He will realize that I am trick34

When Esau was forty years old, he married Judith, the daughter of Beeri, and
Basemath, the daughter of Elon. Both of
those women were descendants of Heth,
not from Isaac’s clan. 35 Esau’s two wives
made life miserable for Isaac and Rebekah.

Chapter 27
1

ing him, and I will bring a curse on myself,
not a blessing!” 13 His mother said to him,
“If that happens, my son, let the curse be
on me. You do what I am telling you. Go
and get the goats for me!” 14 So Jacob went
and killed two goats and brought them to
his mother. Then his mother prepared
some tasty food, just the way his father
liked. 15 Then Rebekah took her older son
Esau’s best clothes that were with her in
the tent, and she put them on her younger
son Jacob. 16 She also put the skins of the
young goats on his hands and the smooth
part of his neck. 17 Then she put into his
hands some bread and the tasty food that
she had prepared.

When Isaac was old, he became almost
blind. One day he summoned Esau, his
ﬁrstborn son, and said to him, “My son?”
He replied, “Here I am!” 2 Isaac said, ”Listen to me. I am very old, and I do not know
when I will die. 3 So take now your bow 18 Jacob took it and went to his father and
and quiver full of arrows and go out into said, “My father!” Isaac replied, “I am
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here; which of my sons are you?” 19 Jacob
said to his father, “I am Esau, your ﬁrstborn son. I did what you told me to do.
Sit up and eat some of the meat so that
you can bless me.” 20 But Isaac asked his
son, “My son, how is it that you were able
to ﬁnd and kill an animal so quickly?” Jacob replied, “Because Yahweh, whom you
worship, enabled me to be successful.” 21
Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near to me, my
son, so that I can touch you and ﬁnd out
whether you are really my son Esau.” 22
So Jacob went close to his father, Isaac.
Isaac touched him and said, “The voice is
the voice of Jacob, but the hands feel hairy,
like the hands of his older brother, Esau.”
23
Isaac did not recognize him, because he
was blind and because Jacob’s hands were
hairy, like those of his older brother, Esau.
So Isaac got ready to bless him. 24 But
ﬁrst Isaac asked, “Are you really my son
Esau?” Jacob replied, “Yes, I am.” 25 Isaac
said, “My son, bring me some of the meat
that you have cooked, so that I may eat
it and then give you my blessing.” So Jacob brought him some, and he ate it. Jacob also brought him some wine, and he
drank it. 26 Then his father, Isaac, said
to him, “My son, come here and kiss me.”
27
So Jacob went to him, and his father
kissed him on the cheek. Isaac smelled
the smell of the clothes Jacob was wearing.
They smelled like Esau’s clothes. So he
said, ”Truly, the smell of my son is like the
smell of a ﬁeld that Yahweh has blessed.
28
I ask that God will send down to you
dew from heaven to water your ﬁelds, and
cause you to have abundant crops from
the soil, and good harvests of grain, and
grapes for wine. 29 I ask that people of
many people groups serve you and bow
down to you. I ask that you rule over your
brothers, and that your mother’s descendants also bow down to you. I ask that
God curse those who curse you, and bless
those who bless you.”

30

After Isaac had ﬁnished blessing Jacob,
and Jacob had just left the room where
his father was, his older brother, Esau,
returned from hunting. 31 Esau cooked
some tasty meat and brought it to his father. He said to his father, “My father,
please sit up and eat some of the meat that
I have cooked, so that you can then give
me your blessing!” 32 His father, Isaac,
said to him, “Who are you?” He answered,
“I am Esau, your ﬁrstborn son!” 33 Then
Isaac began to tremble very violently. He
said, “Then who is it that brought me some
meat from an animal that he had hunted
and killed, and I ate it all? He was here
just before you came. I blessed him, and I
cannot take back that blessing.” 34 When
Esau heard those words of his father, he
cried loudly. He was very disappointed.
He said to his father, “My father, bless me,
too!” 35 But his father said, “Your brother
came, tricked me, and took your blessing!”
36
Esau said, “It is right that his name is Jacob, because he tricked me two times. The
ﬁrst time he took my rights as ﬁrstborn,
and this time he took my blessing!” Then
he asked, “Do you not have any blessing
left for me?” 37 Isaac answered and said to
Esau, “I have declared that your younger
brother will rule over you, and I have declared that all his relatives will serve him.
And I have said that God will give him
plenty of grain and grapes for wine. So,
my son, what can I do for you?” 38 Esau
said to his father, “My father, do you have
only one blessing? My father, bless me,
39
too!” Then Esau cried very loudly.
His father Isaac answered and said to him,
”The place where you will live will be far
from the fertile soil and from the dew that
God sends from heaven to water the ﬁelds.
40
You will rob and kill people in order to
get what you need to live,
and you will be as though you are your
brother’s slave.
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But when you decide to rebel against and your descendants by enabling you to
him, you will free yourself from his con- possess the land in which you are now
trol.”
living as a foreigner, the land that God
promised to give to Abraham and his de41
Because of the blessing that his father
scendants.” 5 So Isaac sent Jacob to Padhad given to Jacob, Esau hated his brother.
dan Aram to live with Rebekah’s brother
Esau said to himself, “After my father dies
Laban son of Bethuel, who belonged to the
and we ﬁnish mourning for him, I will kill
people group of the Arameans. (It was this
Jacob!” 42 But Rebekah found out what her
Rebekah who would later give birth to Jaolder son, Esau, was thinking. So she sumcob and Esau.)
moned her younger son, Jacob, and said
to him, ”Listen to me. Your older brother, 6 Esau found out that his father Isaac had
Esau, is comforting himself by planning to blessed Jacob and then sent him to Padkill you, to get revenge for you tricking dan Aram. He also found out that when
43
your father.
So now, my son, listen his father blessed Jacob, he told him, “Do
carefully to what I am telling you. Escape not marry a woman from the Canaanite
quickly and go and stay with my brother people,” 7 and that Jacob had obeyed his
Laban, in Haran. 44 Stay with him a while, father and mother, and had gone to Paduntil your older brother is no longer an- dan Aram. 8 Esau also realized that his fagry. 45 When he forgets what you did to ther Isaac did not approve of women from
him, I will send a message to you to tell the Canaan people. 9 Because of that, Esau
you to return from there. If Esau killed went to see his relative Ishmael and maryou, then others would kill him, and then ried Mahalath, the daughter of Ishmael.
both my sons would die at the same time!” Mahalath was the sister of Nabaioth and
46

Rebekah then said to Isaac, “These foreign women whom Esau has married,
who are descendants of Heth, are making
my life miserable. If Jacob also marries a
woman from the descendants of Heth in
this area, my life will be worthless!”

Chapter 28
1

Then Isaac summoned Jacob and gave
him a blessing. He told him this: ”Do
not marry a woman from the women of
the Canaanite people. 2 Instead, go right
away to Paddan Aram, to the house of
your mother’s father Bethuel. Ask one of
the daughters of your mother’s brother La3
I will pray that
ban to marry you.
God Almighty bless you, and enable you
to have many descendants, in order that
they will become many different people
groups. 4 I also will pray that he bless you

the granddaughter of Abraham.
10

Meanwhile, Jacob left Beersheba and
started to go toward Haran. 11 When he arrived at a certain place, he stopped there
because the sun had gone down. He took
one of the stones there and put it under
his head to use as a pillow. Then he lay
down and slept there. 12 While he was
sleeping, he had a dream in which he
saw a stairway. The bottom of the stairway was on the earth and the top was
in the sky. Jacob also saw that God’s angels were going up and down the stairway.
13
Then he saw Yahweh standing at the
top of the stairway, saying ”I am Yahweh
God, whom your grandfather Abraham
worshiped and whom Isaac worships. I
will give to you and to your descendants
the land on which you are lying. 14 Your
descendants will be as numerous as the
particles of dust that are on the earth, and
their territory will be very large. It will ex-
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tend in all directions, to the east and to the
west, to the north and to the south. I will
bless all the clans and people groups on
earth through you and your descendants.
15
I will help you and protect you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to
this land. I will not leave you; I will do for
you all that I have promised to do.”

the top of the well. 3 When all the ﬂocks
were gathered there, the shepherds would
work together to roll the stone away from
the top of the well and get water for the
sheep. When they ﬁnished doing that,
they would put the stone back in its place
over the top of the well.
4

On that day, Jacob asked the shepherds
who were sitting there, “Where are you
from?” They replied, “We are from the
city of Haran.” 5 He asked them, “Do
you know Laban, the grandson of Nahor?”
They replied, “Yes, we know him.” 6 Jacob asked them, “Is Laban well?” They
replied, “Yes, he is well. Look! Here comes
his daughter Rachel with the sheep!” 7 Jacob said, “But the sun is still high in the
sky. It is not time for the ﬂocks to be gathered for nighttime. Why do you not give
the sheep some water and then take them
back to graze in the pastures?” 8 They
replied, “No, we cannot do that until all
the ﬂocks are gathered here and the stone
20
Jacob solemnly promised God, saying, is removed from the top of the well. After
”If you will help me and protect me while that, we will give water to the sheep.”
I am taking this journey, and if you give 9 While he was still talking with them,
me enough food to eat and clothes to wear, Rachel came with her father’s sheep. She
21
in order that I can later return safely was the one who took care of her father’s
to my father’s house, then you, Yahweh, sheep. 10 When Jacob saw Rachel, the
will be the God that I will worship. 22 This daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother,
stone that I have set up will mark the place and Laban’s sheep, he went over and by
where you appeared to me. And I will give himself rolled away the stone that covback to you a tenth of everything that you ered the top of the well, and he got wagive to me.”
ter for his uncle’s sheep. 11 Then Jacob
kissed Rachel on the cheek, and he cried
loudly because he was so happy. 12 Jacob
told Rachel that he was one of her father’s
relatives, the son of her aunt Rebekah. So
she ran and told that to her father.
1
Jacob continued on the road, and he
reached the land that was east of the land 13 As soon as Laban heard that Jacob, his
of Canaan. 2 There he saw a well in a sister’s son, was there, he ran to meet him.
ﬁeld, and three ﬂocks of sheep were lying He embraced him and kissed him on the
near the well. It was the well from which cheek. Then he brought him to his home,
shepherds normally got water for their and then Jacob told him all that had hapsheep. There was a large stone covering pened to him. 14 Then Laban said to him,
16

During the night, when Jacob woke up
from sleeping, he thought, “Surely Yahweh is in this place, and until now I was
not aware of it!” 17 He was afraid, and
he said, “This place is terrifying! This is
surely the place where God lives, and this
is the entrance to heaven!” 18 The next
morning Jacob got up, took the stone that
he had put under his head, and set it up
on its end to mark the place where God
had appeared to him. He poured some
olive oil on top of the stone to set it apart
for God. 19 He named that place Bethel,
which means “house of God.” Previously
its name was Luz.

Chapter 29
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ﬁrstborn daughter. 27 After we ﬁnish this
week of celebration, we will let you marry
Jacob stayed there and worked for Laban
the younger one also. But in return, you
for a month. 15 Then Laban said to him
must pay for Rachel by working for me for
“You should not work for me for nothing
another seven years.”
just because you are a relative of mine!
Tell me how much you want me to pay 28 So that is what Jacob did. After the week
you.” 16 Now Laban had two daughters. of celebration was ended, Laban gave him
The older one was named Leah, and the his daughter, Rachel, to be his wife. 29 Layounger one was named Rachel. 17 Leah ban gave his slave girl, Bilhah, to Rachel
had pretty eyes, but Rachel had a very at- to be her servant. 30 Jacob married Rachel
tractive ﬁgure and was beautiful. 18 Jacob also, and he loved Rachel more than he
was in love with Rachel, and he said, “I loved Leah. He worked for Laban for anwill work for you for seven years. That other seven years.
will be my payment for you giving me per- 31 When Yahweh saw that Jacob did not
mission to marry your younger daughter, love Leah very much, he enabled her to beRachel.” 19 Laban replied, “It is better for come pregnant. But Rachel was not able
me to let you marry her than for her to to become pregnant. 32 Leah gave birth
marry some other man! You should stay to a son, whom she named Reuben. She
here with us.” 20 So Jacob worked for La- said, “Yahweh has seen that I was misban for seven years to get Rachel, but to erable, and because of that he has given
him it seemed like it was only a few days, me a son. Now, surely my husband will
because he loved her so much.
love me for giving birth to a son for him.”
“Truly, you are part of my family!”

21

After the seven years were ended, Jacob
said to Laban, “Let me marry Rachel now,
because the time we agreed upon for me
to work for you has ended, and I want to
marry her.” 22 So Laban gathered together
all the people who lived in that area and
made a feast. 23 But that evening, instead
of taking Rachel to Jacob, Laban took his
older daughter, Leah, to him. But because
it was already dark, he could not see that
it was Leah and not Rachel, and he slept
with her. 24 (Laban had already given his
slave girl Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be
her maid.)
25

33

Later she became pregnant again and
gave birth to another son. She said, “Because Yahweh has heard that my husband
does not love me, he has given me this son,
too.” So she named him Simeon, which
means “someone who hears.” 34 Later she
became pregnant again, and gave birth to
another son. She said, “Now, ﬁnally, my
husband will hold me close to him.” So
she named him Levi, which means “hold
35
Later she became pregnant
close.”
again and gave birth to another son. She
said, “This time I will praise Yahweh,” so
she called his name Judah. After that, she
did not give birth to any more children.

The next morning, Jacob was shocked
to see that it was Leah who was with him!
So he went to Laban and told him very angrily, “What you have done to me is disgusting! I worked for you to get Rachel,
did I not? So why did you deceive me?” 1 Rachel realized that she was not becom26
Laban replied, ”In this land, it is not our ing pregnant at all. So she became jealcustom to give a younger daughter to be ous of her older sister, Leah, because Leah
married before we let someone marry our had given birth to four sons. She said to Ja-

Chapter 30
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cob, “Make me pregnant so I can have children. If you do not do that, I will die!” 2
Jacob became angry with Rachel and said,
“I am not God! He is the one who has prevented you from becoming pregnant!” 3
Then she said, “Look, here is my slave, Bilhah. Sleep with her so that she will have
children in my place. In that way I will
have legal children.” 4 So she gave him
her slave, Bilhah, to be another wife for
him, and Jacob slept with her. 5 She became pregnant and bore Jacob a son. 6
Rachel said, “God gave me justice. He has
heard me when I prayed to him, and his
justice was to give me a son.” She named
him Dan, which sounds like the Hebrew
word that means “he gives me justice.” 7
Later, Rachel’s slave Bilhah became pregnant again and gave birth to another son
for Jacob. 8 Then Rachel said, “I have had
a great struggle to have children like my
older sister, but truly I have a son.” So she
named him Naphtali, which sounds like
the Hebrew word that means “struggle.”
9

When Leah realized that she was not
having any more children, she took her
slave, Zilpah, and gave her to Jacob to be
another wife for him. 10 Zilpah soon became pregnant and gave birth to a son
for Jacob. 11 Leah said, “I am truly fortunate!” So she named him Gad, which
means “fortunate.” 12 Later Leah’s slave,
Zilpah, gave birth to another son for Jacob.
13
Leah said, “Now I am very happy, and
people will call me happy.” So she named
him Asher, which means “happy.”
14

During the time when they were harvesting wheat, Reuben went out into the
ﬁelds and saw some mandrakes. He
brought some of them to his mother Leah.
But Rachel saw them and said to Leah,
“Please give me some of those plants that
your son brought to you!” 15 But Leah
said to her, “No! It was bad that you stole
my husband! Now are you going to take

my son’s mandrake plants?” So Rachel
said, “All right, Jacob can sleep with you
tonight, if you give me some of your son’s
mandrake plants.” So Leah agreed with
Rachel.
16

When Jacob returned from the wheat
ﬁelds that evening, Leah went out to meet
him. She said, “You must sleep with me
tonight, because I gave Rachel some mandrake plants to pay her for allowing us to
do that.” So Jacob slept with her that night.
17
God answered Leah’s prayers, and she
became pregnant and bore a ﬁfth son to Jacob. 18 Leah said, “God has rewarded me
for giving my slave to my husband to be
another wife for him.” So she named him
Issachar, which sounds like the Hebrew
word that means “reward.”
19

Leah became pregnant again and bore a
sixth son for Jacob. 20 Leah said, “God has
given me a precious gift. This time my husband will honor me, because I have given
birth to six sons for him.” So she named
him Zebulun.
21

Later she gave birth to a daughter and
named her Dinah.
22

Then God thought about what Rachel
wanted. He heard her pray and enabled
her to become pregnant. 23 She became
pregnant and gave birth to a son. She
said, “God has caused me to be ashamed
no longer for not having children.” 24 She
named him Joseph, which sounds like the
Hebrew words that mean, “Yahweh gave
me another son.”
25

After Rachel had given birth to Joseph,
Jacob said to Laban, ”Now allow me to
stop working for you and let me return to
my own land. 26 You know the work that
I have done for you. So let me take my
wives and my children for whom I worked
for you to get them, and leave.” 27 But Laban said to him, ”If you are pleased with
me, stay here, because I have found out
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by performing a magic ritual that Yahweh
has blessed me because of what you have
done for me. 28 Tell me what you want
me to pay you for continuing to work for
me, and that is what I will pay you.” 29
Jacob said to him, ”You know how I have
worked for you, and you know that your
livestock have increased greatly as I have
taken care of them. 30 You had only a few
animals before I came here. But now you
have a large number of animals and Yahweh has caused them to increase into an
even larger number everywhere I have
taken them. But now I need to start taking
care of the needs of my own family.” 31 Laban replied, “What do you want me to pay
you?” Jacob replied, ”I do not want you to
pay me anything. But if you will do this
one thing for me, I will continue to take
care of your ﬂocks and protect them. 32 Allow me to go and look at all of your ﬂocks
today and remove from them all the speckled sheep, all the spotted sheep, and every
dark-colored lamb, all the goats that are
speckled, and all the goats that are spotted. I want to keep them for myself. They
will be my wages. 33 In that way, in the
future, you will be able to know whether
I have been honest regarding what you
have paid me. If any of my goats have no
speckles or spots, and if any of my lambs
are not dark-colored, you will know that I
have stolen them from you.”
34

ban’s ﬂocks.
37

Then Jacob cut some branches of poplar,
almond, and plane trees.
He peeled
strips of bark from the branches. In this
way, where he peeled the bark off, the
branches were light in color. 38 Then he
placed the peeled branches in the troughs
where they put the water for the animals
to drink, so that the ﬂocks saw them when
they were drinking water. 39 The animals
also mated in front of the branches, and
later they gave birth to animals that were
speckled, or to animals that were spotted,
or to animals that had black and white
stripes on them. 40 During the several
years following, Jacob often separated the
female sheep in Laban’s ﬂock from the
other sheep and goats. When they mated,
he made them look toward the animals
that had black and white stripes, and toward the dark-colored animals. So they
gave birth to animals with similar markings. Then he would separate these animals from Laban’s ﬂocks and keep them
for his own. 41 In addition, whenever the
stronger female sheep were ready to mate,
Jacob put some of those peeled branches
in the troughs in front of them, so that
they would mate in front of the branches.
42
But when weak animals were ready to
mate, he did not put the branches in their
troughs. So they gave birth to weak lambs,
which remained in Laban’s ﬂock, but the
strong ones became part of Jacob’s ﬂock.
43
As a result, Jacob became very rich. He
owned many large ﬂocks. He also owned
many male and female slaves, camels, and
donkeys.

Laban agreed and said, “Yes, we will
35
do as you have said.”
But on that
same day, Laban removed all the male
goats that had black and white stripes on
them or were spotted, and all the female
goats that were speckled or spotted, all the
goats that were partly white, and all the
dark-colored lambs. He separated them
from the other animals and put his sons
in charge of them. 36 Then Laban and his 1 One day, someone told Jacob that Lasons took these animals and journeyed for ban’s sons were complaining and saying,
three days from where Jacob was. Jacob “Jacob has become very rich by taking evcontinued to take care of the rest of La- erything that belonged to our father.” 2

Chapter 31
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Jacob noticed that Laban was not acting So now leave this land immediately and
friendly toward him as he had done be- return to the land where you were born.’”
fore. 3 Then Yahweh said to Jacob, “Go 14
Rachel and Leah replied to him, ”Our faback to your country and your relatives,
ther will not give us anything more when
and I will help you there.”
he dies. 15 He treats us as though we were
4
So Jacob sent a message to Rachel and foreigners! The work that you did for him
Leah, telling them to come out to the pas- all these years was a payment that you
tures where his ﬂocks of sheep and goats gave him for us, but we will not inherit
produced for him.
were. 5 When they arrived, he said to any of the wealth you
16
He
has
spent
it
all!
Certainly
all of the
them, ”I see that your father does not act
friendly toward me as he did previously. wealth that God took away from our faBut God, whom my father worshiped, has ther belongs to us and to our children. So
helped me. 6 You two know that I have do whatever God has told you to do!”

worked very hard for your father. 7 He
has cheated me many times by decreasing
my wages. But God has not allowed him
to do me physical harm. 8 When Laban
said, ‘The speckled animals are the ones
that I will give you to be your wages,’ then
all the animals gave birth to young ones
that were speckled. When he changed his
mind and said, ‘The ones that have black
and white stripes on them will be your
wages,’ then all the animals gave birth to
young ones that were striped. 9 In that
way, God has taken away the livestock
that belonged to your father and has given
them to me.
10

One time, when the animals were mating, I had a dream. In my dream I looked
up and was surprised to see that some of
the male goats that were mating with the
female goats had black and white stripes
on them, some were speckled, and some
were spotted. 11 In the dream, an angel came from God said to me, ‘Jacob!’
12
I replied, ‘I am here!’
He said to
me, ’Look up and you will see that all the
male goats that are mating have black and
white stripes on them, or are speckled or
spotted. This is happening because I have
seen all that Laban has done to you. 13 I
am the God who appeared to you at Bethel,
where you set up a stone, poured olive oil
on it and made a solemn promise to me.

17

Then Jacob put his children and his
wives on camels. 18 He drove all his livestock just ahead of him as they went. He
also took along all the other property and
goods that he added to his own possessions while living in Paddan Aram. This
is how they began their journey back to
his father Isaac, who lived in the land of
Canaan.
19

Now Laban had left to go shear his
sheep. In his absence, Rachel stole the
small wooden idols that were in her father’s tent. 20 Furthermore, Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not telling
him that they were planning to leave. 21
So Jacob and his family ﬂed with all their
possessions. They crossed the Euphrates
River and then started traveling south toward the hill country of the region of
Gilead.
22

On the third day after they left, someone told Laban that Jacob and his family
were gone. 23 So he took some of his relatives with him and started to pursue Jacob. They walked for seven days and they
caught up with him in hill country of the
region of Gilead. 24 Then God appeared to
Laban in a dream at night. He said to him,
“When you catch up to Jacob, be very careful what you say to him.”
25

42

The next day, by the time Laban caught
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up with Jacob, Jacob and his household
had set up their tents in the hills of Gilead.
So Laban and his relatives set up their
26
tents there too.
Then Laban went
to Jacob and said to him, ”Why have you
done this? You have deceived me by carrying away my daughters as though you
had captured them in a war! 27 Why did
you run away and deceive me? Why did
you not tell me that you were going to
leave, so that we could have rejoiced and
sung while people played music on tambourines and harps before I said ‘goodbye’
to you? 28 You did not even let me kiss my
grandchildren and my daughters goodbye
before they left! What you have done was
foolish! 29 My relatives and I have the
power to harm you, but last night the God
whom your father worships said to me in
a dream, ‘Be very careful what you say to
Jacob.’ 30 Now I know you have left because you want to go back home. But why
did you steal my idols?”
31

Jacob replied to Laban, ”I did not tell
you that we were planning to leave, because I was afraid that you would take
your daughters away from me by force.
32
But if you ﬁnd anyone here who has
your idols, we will execute that person.
While our relatives are watching, search
for yourself to see if there is anything that
belongs to you that is here with me. If you
ﬁnd anything, you can take it!” When Jacob said that, he did not know that Rachel
had already stolen her father’s idols.
33

35

Rachel said to her father, “Do not be angry with me, sir, but I cannot stand up in
your presence to show respect for you, because I am having my menstrual period.”
So even after searching more, Laban, he
did not ﬁnd his idols.
36

Then Jacob became angry. He said to Laban, ”What crime did I commit? For what
sin have you pursued me? 37 Now you
have searched through all my possessions,
and you have found nothing that belongs
to you! If you have found anything, put it
here in front of my relatives and your relatives, so that they can decide who is right,
you or me!
38

I was with you for twenty years. In all
that time, your sheep and goats have not
miscarried. I have not killed and eaten
any rams from your ﬂocks. 39 When one
of your animals was attacked and mauled
by a wild animal, I did not bring it to you.
I replaced the dead animal with a living
one of my own animals. Whenever one of
your animals was stolen, during the day
or during the night, you demanded that
I replace it with one of my own animals.
40
I suffered from the heat during the day
and from the cold at night. I was often
not even able to sleep! 41 I lived in your
household for twenty years. I worked for
you for fourteen years to marry your two
daughters, and for six more years to buy
some of your sheep and goats. During that
time, you changed and reduced my wages
ten times. 42 If God, the one whom my
grandfather Abraham worshiped and before whom my father Isaac trembled in
fear, had not been with me and helped me,
you would have sent me away with nothing in my hands! But God saw how much
I was suffering and how hard I was working, so last night he told you that what you
have done to me was wrong.”

Then Laban went into Jacob’s tent, next
into Leah’s tent, and then into the tent of
the two female slaves and searched for
the idols, but he did not ﬁnd them. After he left their tents, he entered Rachel’s
tent. 34 But Rachel had previously taken
the idols and put them in the saddle of a
camel, and she was sitting on the saddle.
So when Laban searched all over for them 43 Laban replied, ”These two women are
inside Rachel’s tent, he did not ﬁnd them. my daughters, and their children are my
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grandchildren, and the animals are my animals. Everything you see here is mine!
44
I cannot do anything in order to keep
them, so we should make a peace agreement, you and I. It will serve as a witness
between you and me.”

slept there that night. 55 The next morning Laban kissed his grandchildren and
his daughters, and he asked God to bless
them. Then Laban and his men left and
returned home.

45

Chapter 32

So Jacob took a large stone and set it on
its end. 46 Then Jacob said to his relatives,
“Gather some stones.” So they gathered
some rocks and put them in a heap, and
they ate some food there near the heap. 47
Laban gave the heap the Aramaic name Jegar Saha Dutha, but Jacob gave the heap
the Hebrew name Galeed. 48 Laban said
to Jacob, “This pile of rocks we have put
here today will help us to remember our
agreement.” That is why Jacob called it
Galeed. 49 They also named the place Mizpah, which sounds like the Hebrew word
that means “watchtower,” because Laban
said, ”We will ask Yahweh to watch you
and me while we are separated from each
other, so that we do not try to harm each
other. 50 If you mistreat my daughters, or
if you take other women to be your wives,
even if no one tells me about it, do not forget that God sees what you and I are doing!”

1

As Jacob and his family continued traveling, some angels came from God and met
him. 2 When Jacob saw them, he said,
“This is God’s army camp!” So he named
that place Mahanaim.
3

Jacob told some men to go ahead of him
to his older brother Esau, who was living
in Seir, that is, the land of Edom. 4 He told
them, ”This is what I want you to say to
Esau: ’I, Jacob, am your servant and you
are my master. I have been living with
our uncle Laban, and I have stayed there
until now. 5 I now own many cattle, donkeys, sheep, goats, and male and female
slaves. Now I am sending this message to
you, sir, hoping that you will be friendly
toward me when I arrive.’”
6

The messengers went and gave that message to Esau. When they returned to Ja51
Laban also said to Jacob, ”You see this cob, they said, “We went to your older
large stone and this pile of rocks that we brother Esau. He is coming to you, and
have set up to be between us. 52 Both this four hundred men are coming with him.”
pile of rocks and this large stone will re- 7
Jacob was very afraid and worried. So
mind us, that I will not go past these rocks
he divided the people who were with him
to harm you and you will not go past these
into two groups. He also divided the sheep
rocks to harm me. 53 May the God whom
and goats, the cattle, and the camels, into
Abraham worshiped, and the god that Natwo groups. 8 He was thinking, “If Esau
hor worshiped, and the gods their ancesand his men come and attack us, perhaps
tor Terah worshiped punish either one of
one of the groups will be left and will be
us, if one of us harms the other.” Jacob
able to escape.” 9 Then Jacob prayed, ”O
solemnly promised by the God whom his
Yahweh God, whom my grandfather Abrafather Isaac feared to do what they said in
ham worshiped and my father Isaac wortheir peace agreement.
ships, you said to me, ‘Go back to your
54
He offered a sacriﬁce to God there in the own land and to your relatives, and I will
hill country, and he invited his relatives to cause good things to happen to you.’ 10 I
eat with him. After they had eaten, they am not worthy for you to have kept your
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covenant in so many faithful and trustworthy ways with me, your servant. I had
only this walking stick with me when I
crossed the Jordan River on my way to Haran, but now I am so wealthy that there
are two large groups of my family and possessions. 11 So now I pray that you will
rescue me from the power of my brother
Esau, because I am afraid that he and his
men will come and attack and kill me and
the children and their mothers. 12 But do
not forget that you have said, ‘I will certainly enable you to prosper, and I will
cause your descendants to be as numerous as the grains of sand on the seashore,
which are so many that no one can count
them.’”
13

Jacob slept in that place that night. The
next morning he selected some animals to
give to his brother Esau. 14 He selected
two hundred female goats and twenty
male goats, two hundred female sheep
and twenty male sheep, 15 thirty female
camels and their offspring, forty cows and
ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten
male donkeys. 16 He divided them into
small herds, and put each herd into the
care of one of his servants. He said to
his servants, “Go ahead of me, one group
at a time, and keep some space between
each herd.” 17 He said to the servant who
was going with the ﬁrst group, ”When my
brother Esau meets you, he will ask you,
‘To whom do you belong, and where are
you going, and to whom do these animals
in front of you belong?’ 18 Tell him, ‘They
belong to your servant Jacob. He has sent
them to you as a gift, sir. And he is coming
behind us.’”
19

He also said the same thing to the servants who were taking care of the second
and third groups, and to the other herdsmen. He said to them, ”When you meet
Esau, I want you to say to him the same
thing that I told the ﬁrst servant. 20 Also

be sure to say ‘Your servant Jacob is coming behind us.’” Jacob told them to say that
because he was thinking, “Perhaps these
gifts that I am sending ahead of me will
cause him to act peacefully toward me.
Later, when I see him, perhaps he will
act kindly toward me.” 21 So the men taking the gifts went ahead, but Jacob himself
stayed in the camp that night.
22

Some time during that night, Jacob got
up and took his two wives, his two female
slaves, and his eleven sons, and he sent
them across the ford at the Jabbok River.
23
After he sent all his people across the
Jabbok River, then he also sent over everything he owned. 24 So Jacob was left
there alone. But a man came and wrestled
with him until dawn. 25 When the man
realized that he was not winning against
Jacob, he struck Jacob’s hip and caused
the thigh bone to pull away from the hip
socket. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go,
because it will soon be daylight.” Jacob
replied, “No, if you will not bless me, I
will not let you go!” 27 The man said to
him, “What is your name?” He replied,
“Jacob.” 28 The man said, “Your name will
no longer be Jacob. Your name will be Israel, which means ‘he struggles with God,’
because you have struggled with God and
with people, and you have won.” 29 Jacob said, “Now, please tell me your name!”
The man replied, “Why do you ask me
what my name is?” But he blessed Jacob
there. 30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, which means “God’s face,” saying “I
looked directly at God, but I did not die because of doing that.”
31

The sun was rising as Jacob left Peniel,
and he was limping because of what had
happened to his hip. 32 The muscle on
his hip joint had been injured. So to this
present time, because of what happened
to Jacob, the Israelite people do not eat the
muscle that is attached to the socket of the
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hips of animals.

gifts that I have brought to you, because
God has acted kindly toward me, and I
still have plenty of animals!” Jacob kept
on urging him to accept the animals, and
ﬁnally Esau accepted them.

Chapter 33
1

Then Jacob joined the rest of his family.
Later that day Jacob looked up and saw
Esau coming, and there were four hundred men with him. Jacob was worried because of that, so he separated the children.
He put Leah’s children with Leah, Rachel’s
children with Rachel, and the two female
slaves’ children with their mothers. 2 He
put the two female slaves and their children in front. He put Leah and her children next. He put Rachel and Joseph at
the rear. 3 He himself went ahead of them
all, and as he continued to approach his
older brother, he prostrated himself with
4
his face on the ground seven times.
But Esau ran to Jacob. He hugged him,
put his arms around his neck, and kissed
him on the cheek. And they both cried. 5
Then Esau looked up and saw the women
and the children. He asked, “Who are
these people who are with you?” Jacob
replied, “These are the wives and children
that God has graciously given to me.” 6
Then the female slaves and their children
came near and bowed in front of Esau.
7
Then Leah and her children came and
bowed down. Finally Joseph and Rachel
came near and bowed down.
8

Esau asked, “What is the meaning of all
the animals that I saw?” Jacob replied, “I
am giving them to you, sir, so that you will
feel good toward me.” 9 But Esau replied,
“My younger brother, I have enough animals! Keep for yourself the animals that
you have!” 10 But Jacob said, ”No, please,
if you feel good toward me, accept these
gifts from me. You have greeted me very
kindly. Seeing you smile at me assures me
that you have forgiven me. It is like seeing the face of God! 11 Please accept these

12

Then Esau said, “Let us continue traveling together, and I will lead you on the
road.” 13 Jacob said, ”You know, sir, that
the children are weak, and that I must
take care of the female sheep and cows
that are sucking their mother’s milk. If I
force them to walk fast for a long distance
in just one day, the animals will all die. 14
You go ahead of me. I will lead the animals
slowly, but I will walk as fast as the children and animals can walk. I will catch up
with you in Seir.” 15 Esau said, “Then allow
me to leave with you some of the men who
came with me, to protect you.” But Jacob
replied, “Why do that? The only thing that
I want is for you to feel good toward me.”
16
So on that day Esau left to return to Seir.
17
But instead of going to Seir, Jacob and
his family went to a place called Succoth.
There he built a house for himself and his
family, and built shelters for his livestock.
That is the reason they named the place
Succoth, which means “shelters.”
18

This is how Jacob and his family left Paddan Aram and traveled safely to the land
of Canaan. There they set up their tents in
a ﬁeld near the city of Shechem. 19 One
of the leaders of the people in that area
was named Hamor. Hamor had several
sons. Jacob paid the sons of Hamor one
hundred pieces of silver for the piece of
ground on which they set up their tents.
20
He built a stone altar there and named
it El Elohe Israel, which means “God, the
God of Israel.”

Chapter 34
1

46

One day Dinah, the daughter of Jacob
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and Leah, went to visit some of the women
in that area. 2 Shechem was one of the
sons of Hamor, and he was descended
from the people group of the Hivites.
When he saw her, he took her and forced
her to have sex with him. 3 He was very
much attracted to her, and he became attached to her. He loved her and he spoke
very tenderly to the girl. 4 So Shechem
said to his father Hamor, “Please get this
girl for me. I want her to become my
wife!”
5

When Jacob found out that Shechem had
seized his daughter Dinah and slept with
her, his sons were still in the ﬁelds with
his livestock, so he said nothing about this
until they returned home.
6

In the meantime, Shechem’s father
Hamor went to talk with Jacob. 7 Jacob’s sons came in from the ﬁeld, and
when they had found out what had happened, they were shocked and very angry, because Shechem had brought much
shame to Israel by forcing himself on Jacob’s daughter. She was their sister! This
was a terrible crime that should never be
done.
8

But Hamor said to them, ”My son
Shechem really likes this girl who is your
daughter and your sister. Please allow
him to marry her. 9 Let us make an agreement: You will give your daughters to our
young men to be their wives, and we will
give our daughters to your young men to
be their wives. 10 You can live among us
and live anywhere in our land that you
wish. You can buy and sell things. If you
ﬁnd land that you want, then you can buy
it.”
11

Then Shechem said to Dinah’s father
and brothers, ”If you feel good toward me
and do what I am asking for, I will give
you whatever you ask for. 12 Tell me what
gifts you want and what bride price you
want, and I will give you what you ask for.

I just want you to give the girl to me to be
my wife.”
13

But because Shechem had done a
shameful thing to their sister Dinah, the
sons of Jacob deceived Shechem and his
father Hamor. 14 They said to them, ”No,
we cannot do that. We cannot give our sister to be the wife of a man who is not circumcised, because that would be a shameful thing for us to do. 15 We will do that
only if you do one thing: You must become
like us by circumcising all the males that
are among you. 16 Then we will give our
daughters to your young men to be your
wives, and we will take your daughters to
be the wives of our young men. We will
live among you, and we will become one
people group. 17 But if you do not agree
to be circumcised, we will take our sister
and leave.”
18

What they said pleased Hamor and his
son Shechem. 19 Shechem wanted very
much to take Jacob’s daughter as his wife;
also, since he was the most respected
person in his father’s family, he quickly
20
agreed to do what they suggested.
Shechem went with Hamor to the meeting
place at the city gate, and they spoke to the
city leaders. They said, 21 ”These men are
friendly toward us. We should let them
live here and travel around. Certainly the
land is big enough to support them and us.
Our young men can marry their daughters, and their young men can marry our
daughters. 22 But these men will agree
to live among us and become one people
group with us only if all our males are circumcised, as they are. 23 But if we do that,
just think! Their cattle, their possessions,
and all their animals will become ours! So
we should agree to do what they suggest,
and then they will live among us!” 24 All
the men who were at the city gate agreed
to what Hamor and Shechem suggested.
Every male in the city was circumcised.
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25

On the third day after that, when the
men of the city were still sore because
of being circumcised, two of Jacob’s sons,
Simeon and Levi, who were Dinah’s brothers, took their swords and entered the city
without anyone stopping them, and killed
all the men. 26 They even killed Hamor
and his son Shechem. Then they took Dinah out of Shechem’s house and left the
27
Then the other sons of Jacob
city.
went into the city where all those dead
bodies were. They looted the city to get
revenge for the shameful thing that had
been done to their sister. 28 They took
away the people’s sheep and goats, their
cattle, their donkeys, and everything else
that they wanted from inside the city and
from out in the countryside. 29 They took
away everything that was valuable, even
the children and the women. They seized
and took away everything that was in the
houses.
30

Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi,
“You have brought me big trouble! Now
the Canaan people group, the Perez people group, and everyone else who lives in
this land will hate me! I do not have many
men to ﬁght for us, so if they all gather together and come to me and attack us, they
will destroy us and all our household!” 31
But they replied, “Should we have allowed
Shechem to treat our sister like a prostitute?”

Chapter 35
1

Also, bathe yourselves and put on clean
clothes. 3 Then we will get ready and go
up to Bethel. There I will build an altar to
worship God. He is the one who helped
me at the time when I was greatly distressed and afraid, and he has been with
me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave
to Jacob all the idols that they had brought,
and all their earrings. Jacob buried them
in the ground under the big oak tree that
was near the city of Shechem.
5

As they prepared to leave there, God
caused the people who lived in the cities
around them to be very afraid of Jacob’s
family, so that they did not pursue them.
6
Jacob and all those who were with him
went to Luz, which is now called Bethel, in
Canaan land. 7 There he built an altar. He
named the place El Bethel, which means
“God of Bethel,” because it was there that
God revealed himself to Jacob when he
was ﬂeeing from his older brother Esau.
8

Deborah, who had taken care of Isaac’s
wife Rebekah when Rebekah was a small
girl, was now very old. She died and was
buried under an oak tree south of Bethel.
So they named that place Allon Bakuth,
which means “oak of weeping.”
9

After Jacob and his family returned from
Paddan Aram, while they were still at
Bethel, God appeared to Jacob again and
blessed him. 10 God said to him again,
“Your name will no longer be Jacob. It will
be Israel.” So Jacob was then called “Is11
Then God said to him, ”I am
rael.”
God Almighty. Produce many children.
Your descendants will become many nations, and some of your descendants will
be kings. 12 The land that I promised to
give to Abraham and Isaac, I will give to
you. I will also give it to your descendants.”

Some time later, God said to Jacob, “Go
up to the city of Bethel and live there.
Build an altar to worship me, God, who appeared to you when you were ﬂeeing from
your older brother Esau.” 2 So Jacob said
to his household and to all the others who 13 When God ﬁnished talking there with
14
Jacob set up a
were with him, ”Get rid of the idols you Jacob, he left him.
brought from the land of Mesopotamia. large stone at the place where God had
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talked with him. He poured some wine
and some olive oil on it to dedicate it to
God. 15 Jacob named that place Bethel,
which means “house of God,” because God
had spoken to him there.
16

Jacob and his family left Bethel and
traveled south toward Ephrath town.
When they were still some distance from
Ephrath, Rachel began to have severe
childbirth pains. 17 When her pain was
the most severe, the midwife said to
Rachel, “Do not be afraid, because now
you have given birth to another son!”
18
But she was dying, and with her last
breath she said, “Name him Ben-Oni,”
which means “son of my sorrow,” but
his father named him Benjamin, which
means “son of my right hand.”
19

After Rachel died, she was buried alongside the road to Ephrath, which is now
called Bethlehem. 20 Jacob set up a large
stone over her grave, and it is still there,
showing where Rachel’s grave is.
21

Jacob, whose new name was Israel, continued traveling with his family, and he
set up his tents on the south side of the
watchtower at Eder. 22 While they were
living in that area, Jacob’s son Reuben
slept with Bilhah, one of his father’s concubines. Someone told Jacob about it, and
it made him very angry.

Hebron. Isaac’s father Abraham had also
lived there. 28 Isaac lived until he was
180 years old. 29 He was very old when he
died and went to join his ancestors who
had died previously. His sons Esau and Jacob buried his body.

Chapter 36
1

These are those who descended from
Esau, whose other name was Edom, and
2
what happened concerning them.
Esau married three women from Canaan
land: Adah, the daughter of Elon the Hittite; Oholibamah, who was the daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon
the Hittite; 3 and Basemath, who was
the daughter of Ishmael and sister of
Nebaioth. 4 Esau’s wife Adah gave birth
to Eliphaz. Basemath gave birth to Reuel.
5
Oholibamah gave birth to Jeush, Jalam,
and Korah. All these sons of Esau were
born while he was living in Canaan land.
6-7

Jacob and Esau had very many possessions. For this reason, they needed more
land for their livestock. The land where
they were living was not big enough for
all their livestock. So Esau, whose other
name was Edom, had taken his wives and
sons and daughters and all the other members of his household, his sheep and goats
and his other animals, and all the other
things he had obtained in Canaan land,
and they had moved to an area that was
away from Jacob. 8 They went to live in
the hill country of Seir.

Now Jacob had twelve sons. 23 The sons of
Leah were Reuben, who was Jacob’s oldest
son, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulon. 24 The sons of Rachel were Joseph
and Benjamin. 25 The sons of Rachel’s female slave Bilhah were Dan and Naphtali. 9
These are those who descended from
26
The sons of Leah’s female slave Zilpah
Esau, the ancestor of the Edom people
were Gad and Asher. All those sons of Jagroup who live in the Seir area. 10 Esau’s
cob, except Benjamin, were born while he
wife Adah gave birth to Eliphaz, and
was living in Paddan Aram.
Esau’s wife Basemath gave birth to Reuel.
27
Jacob went back home to see his fa- 11 The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar,
ther Isaac at Mamre, which is also named Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 Esau’s son
Kiriath Arba, and which is now named Eliphaz also had a concubine. Her name
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was Timna. She gave birth to Amalek. 24 The sons of Zibeon were Aiah and Anah.
Those six men were grandsons of Esau’s This Anah was the one who discovered the
wife Adah.
hot springs in the desert while he was tak13
Reuel’s sons were Nahath, Zerah, ing care of his father Zibeon’s donkeys.
Shammah, and Mizzah. They were grand- 25 Anah had two children—a son
sons of Esau’s wife Basemath.
named Dishon and a daughter named
14
Esau’s wife Oholibamah, who was the Oholibamah.

daughter of Anah and granddaughter of 26 Dishon’s sons were Hemdan, Eshban,
Zibeon, gave birth to three sons: Jeush, Ithran, and Keran.
Jalam, and Korah.
27
Ezer’s sons were Bilhan, Zaavan, and
15
These are the chiefs among the descen- Akan.
dants of Esau. The descendants of Eliphaz, 28
Dishan’s sons were Uz and Aran.
his ﬁrstborn son, these were the chiefs:
Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 16 Korah, 29-30 The people groups who were descenGatam, and Amalek people groups. These dants of Hor lived in Seir land. The names
were chiefs that descended from Eliphaz of the people groups are Lotan, Shobal,
who lived in Edom; they were grandsons Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
of Adah.
31
These are the names of the kings who
17

The sons of Esau’s son Reuel were ancestors of the Nahath, Zerah, Shammah,
and Mizzah people groups. They were descended from Esau’s wife Basemath. They
also lived in Edom.

ruled in Edom before any kings ruled over
the Israelites. 32 Beor’s son Bela became
the ﬁrst king in Edom. The city where he
lived was named Dinhabah.
33

When Bela died, Zerah’s son Jobab beThe sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah, came the king. He was from the city of
whose mother was Anah, were ancestors Bozrah.
of the Jeush, Jalam, and Korah people 34
When Jobab died, Husham became the
groups.
king. He was from the region where the
19
That is the list of the sons of Esau, and Teman people group lived.
the people groups who were their descen- 35
When Husham died, Bedad’s son Hadan
dants.
became the king. Husham’s army fought
20
This is a list of the descendants of Seir, the army of the Midian people group in
who belonged to the Hor people group, the region of Moab and defeated them.
who were the ﬁrst people group who lived The city where Husham lived was Avith.
in the region of Edom: Lotan, Shobal, 36
When Hadad died, Samlah became the
Zibeon, Anah, 21 Dishon, Ezer, and Disking. He was from Masrekah.
han. Those seven men each became ancestors of a people group. Each of the people 37 When Samlah died, Shaul became the
groups had the same name as the name of king. He was from Rehoboth, that was beside the Euphrates river.
their ancestor.
18

The sons of Lotan were Hori and Heman. 38 When Shaul died, Akbor’s son BaalHanan became king.
Lotan’s sister was Timna.
22

23

The sons of Shobal were Alvan, Mana- 39 When Akbor’s son Baal-Hanan died,
hath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.
Hadad became king. The city where he
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lived was named Pau. His wife’s name
was Mehetabel. She was the daughter of
Matred, who was the daughter of Me Zahab.
40-43

Here is a list of all the people groups
that were descendants of Esau: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, Magdiel, and Iram.
They all lived in the land of Edom. The
land where each people group lived got
the same name as the name of the people
group.

to it!” 8 His brothers said to him, “Do you
think that some day you will rule over us?
Are you going to be our king?” They hated
him even more than before because of
what he had told them about his dream.
9

Later he had another dream, and again
he told his older brothers about it. He said,
“Listen to this! I had another dream. In
this dream, the sun and moon and eleven
stars were bowing down to me!” 10 He
also told his father about it. His father
corrected him, saying “What are you suggesting by that dream? Do you think it
means that your mother and I and your
older brothers will some day bow down
to the ground in front of you?” 11 Joseph’s
older brothers resented him, but his fa1
Jacob continued to live in Canaan land, ther kept thinking about what the dream
where his father had lived previously. 2 might mean.
This is what happened to Jacob’s family.
12
One day Joseph’s older brothers went to
When his son Joseph was seventeen years take care of their father’s sheep and goats
old, he was taking care of the ﬂocks of that were in ﬁelds near Shechem. 13 Some
sheep and goats with some of his older time later, Jacob said to Joseph, “Your
brothers. They were sons of his father’s brothers are taking care of the sheep and
concubines, Bilhah and Zilpah. Joseph goats near Shechem. I am going to send
told his father about bad things that his you there to see them.” Joseph replied, “I
brothers were doing.
will go.” 14 Jacob said, “Go and see if they
3
Jacob loved Joseph more than he loved are doing okay, and if the ﬂocks are doing
any of his other children, because Joseph okay. Then come back and give me a rehad been born when Jacob was an old port.” So Jacob sent Joseph from the valley
man. Jacob had someone make for Joseph where they were living, the valley where
a beautiful piece of clothing with long Hebron is located, to go to ﬁnd his brothsleeves. 4 When Joseph’s older brothers ers.

Chapter 37

realized that their father loved him more Then Joseph arrived near the city of
15
than he loved any of them, they hated him. Shechem.
While he was wanderThey never spoke kindly to him.
ing around in the ﬁelds looking for his
brothers, a man saw him and asked him,
5
One night Joseph had a dream. He
“Whom are you looking for?” 16 Joseph
told his brothers about the dream, who
replied, “I am looking for my older brothhated him even more as a result. This
ers. Can you tell me where they are takis in detail what happened: 6 He said to
ing care of their sheep and goats?” 17 The
them, ”Listen to the dream I had! 7 In
man replied, “They are not here anymore.
the dream, we were tying up bundles of
I heard one of them saying, ‘Let us take the
wheat in the ﬁeld. Suddenly my bundle
sheep and goats and go to Dothan town.’ ”
stood up straight, and your bundles gathered around my bundle and bowed down So Joseph left there and went north, and
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found his older brothers near Dothan. 18
But they saw him when he was still far
away, and they decided to kill him. 19 They
said to each other things like, “Here comes
that dreamer!” 20 “Come on, let us kill him
and throw his body into one of the pits!
Then we will tell people that a wild animal
attacked and killed him and ate him. And
then we will ﬁnd out whether his dreams
come true!”
21

Reuben heard what they were saying,
so he tried to persuade them not to kill
Joseph. He said, ”No, we should not kill
him. 22 Do not take his life! We can throw
him into this pit in the desert, but we
should not harm him.” He said that and
then left them, planning to rescue Joseph
later and take him back to his father.
23

29

When Reuben returned to the pit, he
saw that his younger brother was not
there. He was so grieved that he tore his
clothes. 30 He went back to his younger
brothers and said, “The boy is not in the
pit! What can I do now?”
31

They did not dare to tell their father
what they had done. So they decided to
invent a story about what had happened.
They got Joseph’s piece of long-sleeved
clothing. Then they killed a goat and
dipped the clothing into the goat’s blood.
32
They took that piece of clothing back
to their father and said, “We found this!
Look at it. Is it your son’s clothing?” 33 He
recognized it, and he said, “Yes, it is my
son’s! Some ferocious animal must have
attacked and killed him! I am sure that the
animal has torn Joseph to pieces!”

When Joseph arrived where his older 34
Jacob was so grieved that he tore his
brothers were, they seized him and
clothes. He put on sackcloth. He mourned.
ripped off his long-sleeved clothing. 24 35
All of his children came to try to comThen they took him and threw him into
fort him, but he did not pay attention to
the pit. Now the pit was dry; there was
what they said. He said, “No, I will still be
no water in it.
mourning when I die and go to be with my
25
After they sat down to eat some food, son.” So Joseph’s father continued to cry
they looked up and saw a caravan, descen- because of what had happened to his son.
dants of Ishmael, coming from the Gilead 36 In the meantime, the men from Midarea. Their camels were loaded with bags ian took Joseph to Egypt and sold him to
of spices and sweet-smelling resins. They Potiphar, who was one of the king’s oﬃwere going down to Egypt to sell those cials. He was the captain of the soldiers
things there. 26 Judah said to his older and who protected the king.
younger brothers, ”If we kill our younger
brother and hide his body, what will we
gain? 27 So instead of harming him, let
us sell him to these men who are descendants of Ishmael. Do not forget, he is our 1
At that time, Judah left his older and
own younger brother!” So they all agreed
younger
brothers and went down from
to do that.
the hill country and stayed with a man
28
When those traders from the Midian who lived in Adullam. His name was
area came near, Joseph’s brothers pulled Hiram. 2 There he met a woman who
him up out of the pit. Then they sold him was the daughter of a man from Canaan
to the men from Midian for twenty pieces land named Shua. He married her and
of silver. The traders then took Joseph to slept with her. 3 She became pregnant
and later gave birth to a son. His father
Egypt.

Chapter 38
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named him Er. 4 Later she became pregnant again and gave birth to another son,
whom she named Onan. 5 Many years
later, when Judah and his family went to
live in Kezib, Judah’s wife gave birth to another son, and she named him Shelah.
6

When Judah’s oldest son Er grew up, Judah got a wife for him, a woman named
Tamar. 7 But Er did something that Yahweh considered to be very wicked, so Yahweh caused him to die. 8 Then Judah said
to Onan, “Your older brother died without having any sons. So marry his widow
and sleep with her. That is what our customs require that you should do.” 9 But
Onan knew if he did that, any children
who would be born would not be considered to be his. So every time he slept
with his brother’s widow, he spilled his semen on the ground, so that she would not
get pregnant and produce children for his
older brother. 10 Yahweh considered that
what he did was wicked, so he caused him
to die also.
11

Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law
Tamar, “Return to your father’s house, but
do not marry anyone else. When my
youngest son Shelah grows up, he can
marry you.” But Judah really did not
want Shelah to marry her, because he was
afraid that then Shelah would die too, just
as his older brothers had died. So Tamar
obeyed Judah and went back to live in her
father’s house again.
12

her to him to be his wife. So she took
off her widow’s clothes and covered her
head with a veil, so that people would not
recognize her. Then she sat down at the
entrance to Enaim, which is on the road
to Timnah. 15 When Judah came along
and saw her, he thought that she was a
prostitute, because she had covered her
head and sat where prostitutes often sat.
16
Judah did not realize that she was his
daughter-in-law. So he said to her, “Let me
sleep with you.” She replied, “What will
you give me in exchange?” 17 He replied,
“I will send you a young goat from my
ﬂock of goats.” She asked, “Will you give
me something now for me to keep until
you send the goat?” 18 He replied, “What
do you want me to give to you?” She
replied, “Give me the ring that has your
name on it that is tied by a cord around
your neck, and give me the walking stick
that you are holding in your hand.” So
he gave them to her. Then he slept with
her, and she became pregnant. 19 After
she left, she took off the veil and put her
widow’s clothes on again.
20

Judah gave a young goat to his friend
from Adullam, for him to take back to
the woman, as he had promised. But his
friend could not ﬁnd the woman. 21 So
his friend asked the men who lived there,
“Where is the prostitute who was sitting
by the road at Enaim?” They replied,
“There has never been a prostitute here!”
22
So he went back to Judah and said, “I did
not ﬁnd her. Furthermore, the men who
live in that town said, ‘There has never
been a prostitute here.’ ” 23 Judah said,
“She can keep the things that I gave to
her. If we continued to search for her, people would ridicule us. I tried to send this
young goat to her, but you could not ﬁnd
her to give it to her.”

Several years later, Judah’s wife, who
was the daughter of Shua, died. When
the time of mourning for her was ﬁnished, Judah decided to go up to Timnah,
to the place where his men were shearing
his sheep. His friend Hiram, from Adullam, went with him. 13 Someone said to
Tamar, “Your father-in-law is going to Timnah to help the men who are shearing his
sheep.” 14 She realized that now Shelah 24 About three months later, someone told
was grown up, but Judah had not given Judah, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has
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become a prostitute, and now she is preg- work very well. He worked in the house
nant!” Judah said, “Drag her outside of the of his Egyptian master. 3 His master saw
city and burn her to death!”
that Yahweh was helping Joseph and enabling him to be successful in everything
25
But as they were taking her outside of
that he did. 4 Joseph’s master was pleased
the city, she gave the ring and walking
with him, so he appointed him to be his
stick to someone, and told him to take
personal servant. Then he appointed him
them to Judah, and say to him, “The man
to be the one who would take care of evwho owns these things is the one who
erything in his household and all of his
caused me to become pregnant.” She also
possessions. 5 From the time Potiphar apsaid to tell him, “Look at this ring, and the
pointed Joseph to take care of everything
cord that is attached to it, and this walkin his household and all that he owned,
ing stick. Whose are they?” 26 When the
Yahweh blessed the people who lived in
man did that, Judah recognized the ring
Potiphar’s house because of Joseph. He
and the stick. He said, “She is more right
also caused Potiphar’s crops to grow well.
than I am. I did not tell my son Shelah 6
Potiphar allowed Joseph to take care
to marry her, as I promised that I would.”
of everything that he owned. Potiphar
And Judah did not sleep with her again.
needed to decide only about the food he
27
When it was time for her to give birth, ate. He did not worry about anything else
she was surprised that there were twin in his house.
boys in her womb. 28 As she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand. Now Joseph was well built and handsome.
So the midwife fastened a scarlet thread 7 Because of that, after a while, his masaround his wrist, saying, “This one came ter’s wife started to look fondly at Joseph.
out ﬁrst.” 29 But he pulled his hand back So one day she said to him, “Sleep with
inside the womb, and his brother came me!” 8 But he refused, saying to his masout ﬁrst. So she said, “So this is how you ter’s wife, ”Listen! My master is not conbreak your way out ﬁrst!” So she named cerned about anything in this house. He
him Perez, which sounds like the Hebrew has appointed me to take care of everyword that means “breaking out.” 30 Then thing that he owns. 9 No one in this househis younger brother, the one who had the hold has more authority than I do. The
scarlet thread around his wrist, came out. only thing that he has not allowed me to
And he was named Zerah, which sounds have is you, because you are his wife! So
like the Hebrew word that means “red- how could I do this wicked thing that you
are asking me to do? I would be sinning
ness of dawn.”
against God if I did that!” 10 She kept on
asking Joseph day after day to sleep with
her, but he refused. He would not even go
near her.

Chapter 39
1

Meanwhile, the descendants of Ishmael took Joseph down to Egypt. There
Potiphar bought Joseph from them.
Potiphar was an Egyptian who was one
of the king’s oﬃcials and the captain of
the king’s palace guards. 2 Because Yahweh helped Joseph, he was able to do his

11

One day Joseph went into the house
to do his work, and none of the other
household servants were in the house. 12
Potiphar’s wife grabbed his clothing and
said, “Sleep with me!” Joseph ran out of
the house, but his clothing was still in her
hand! 13 When she saw that he had run
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outside leaving his clothing in her hand,
14
she called the household servants. She
said to them, ”Look! This Hebrew man
that my husband brought to us is insulting us! He came into where I was and
tried to force me to sleep with him, but I
screamed loudly. 15 As soon as he heard
me scream, he left his clothing with me
and ran outside!” 16 She kept the clothing beside her until her husband, Joseph’s
master, came home. 17 Then she told him
this story: ”That Hebrew slave whom you
brought here came into where I was and
tried to force me to sleep with him! 18 As
soon as I screamed loudly, he ran outside,
leaving his clothing beside me!” 19 When
Joseph’s master heard this story that his
wife told him, and when she said, “This is
how your slave treated me,” he was very
angry. 20 Joseph’s master took Joseph and
put him in prison, in the place where all
the king’s prisoners were put, and Joseph
stayed there.
21

But Yahweh was kind to Joseph and
helped him because of his covenant with
his ancestors; he caused the prison warden to be pleased with him. 22 So the
prison warden put Joseph in charge of
all those who were in the prison, and in
charge of all the work that was done there.
23
The warden was not concerned with
anything that Joseph was taking care of,
because Yahweh helped Joseph to do all
his work well.

Chapter 40
1

Some time later, two of the king of
Egypt’s oﬃcials did things that displeased
him. One was his chief drink server and
the other was his chief baker. 2 The king
became angry with both of them. 3 So he
had them put in prison, in the house of the
captain of the palace guards. That was the

4
place where Joseph was being kept.
The two men were in prison for a long
time. During that time, the captain of the
palace guards appointed Joseph to bring
them the things they needed.
5

One night the king’s chief drink server
and chief baker each had a dream. Each
dream had a different meaning.
6

The next morning, when Joseph came
to them, he saw that both of them were
looking sad. 7 So he asked them, “Why do
you look so sad today?” 8 One of them answered, “We both had dreams last night,
but there is no one who can tell us the
meaning of the dreams.” Joseph said to
them, “It is God who can tell the meaning
of dreams. So tell me what you dreamed,
9
and God will tell me the meaning.”
So the king’s chief drink server told his
dream to Joseph. He said, ”In my dream
I saw a grapevine in front of me. 10 On
the vine there were three branches. The
branches budded, then they blossomed,
and then they produced clusters of grapes.
11
I was holding the king’s cup, so I took the
ripe grapes and squeezed the juice into
the cup. Then I gave the cup to the king
to drink the juice.” 12 God immediately
told Joseph what the dream meant. So
Joseph said to him, ”This is the meaning
of your dream: The three branches of the
vine represent three days. 13 Within three
days the king will release you from prison.
He will let you do the work that you did
before. You will take cups of wine to the
king as you did before, when you were his
drink server. 14 But when you are out of
prison and everything goes well for you,
please do not forget me. 15 People took
me away by force from the land where my
fellow Hebrews live. I did nothing wrong
there, and also while I have been here in
Egypt, I have done nothing for which I deserved to be put in prison. So be kind to
me and tell the king about me, so that he
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will release me from this prison!”
16

When the chief baker heard that the
meaning of the dream of the king’s drink
server was very good for the chief drink
server, he also said to Joseph, ”I also had
a dream. In the dream I was surprised
to see three baskets of bread stacked on
my head. 17 In the top basket there were
many kinds of baked goods for the king,
but birds were eating them from the top
basket that was on my head!” 18 God
again told Joseph what the dream meant,
so he said, ”The three baskets also represent three days. 19 Within three days the
king will command that your head be cut
off. Then your body will be hung on a
tree, and vultures will come and eat your
ﬂesh.”
20

The third day after that was the king’s
birthday. On that day the king invited all
his oﬃcials to celebrate his birthday. During the celebration, while they were all
gathered there, the king summoned his
chief drink server and chief baker from
the prison. 21 He said that his chief drink
server could have his previous job again,
so once again he started to take cups of
wine to the king. 22 But he commanded
that the chief baker should be killed by being hanged, just as Joseph had said would
happen when he told the two men the
meaning of their dreams.
23

But the chief drink server did not think
about Joseph. Instead, he forgot to do
what Joseph asked him to do.

Chapter 41
1

Two complete years later, the king of
Egypt had a dream. In the dream, he was
standing alongside the Nile River. 2 Suddenly seven healthy fat cows appeared.
They started eating the grass that was on
the riverbank. 3 Soon seven other cows,

unhealthy-looking and thin, came up behind them from the Nile River. They stood
alongside the fat cows that were on the
4
riverbank.
Then the unhealthy thin
cows ate the seven healthy fat cows. And
then the king woke up.
5

The king went to sleep again, and he
had another dream. This time he saw
seven heads of grain that were full of kernels of grain and ripe, and all growing on
one stalk. 6 After that, the king saw that
seven other heads of grain sprouted on
that stalk. They were thin and had been
dried up by the hot east wind. 7 Then
the thin heads of grain swallowed up the
seven ripe full heads. Then the king woke
up. He realized that he had been dreaming.
8

But the next morning he was worried
about the meaning of the dream. So he
summoned all the magicians and wise
men who lived in Egypt. He told them
what he had dreamed, but none of them
could tell him the meaning of the two
dreams.
9

Then the chief drink server said to the
king, ”Now I remember something that I
should have told you! I made a mistake
by forgetting to tell it to you. 10 One time
you were angry with two of us. So you put
me and the chief baker in the prison in the
house of the captain of the palace guards.
11
While we were there, one night each of
us had a dream, and the dreams had different meanings. 12 There was a young
Hebrew man there with us. He was a servant of the captain of the palace guards.
We told him what we had dreamed, and
he told us what our dreams meant. He
told each of us the meaning of our dreams.
13
What happened after that was exactly
the same as the meanings that he told us:
You said I could have my previous job
again, but the other man was killed by being hanged.”
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14

When the king heard that, he told some
servants to bring Joseph to him, and they
quickly brought Joseph out of the prison.
Joseph shaved and put on better clothes,
and then he went and stood in front of the
king. 15 The king said to Joseph, “I had two
dreams, and no one can tell me what they
mean. But someone told me that when
you hear someone tell about a dream he
has had, you can tell that person what the
dream means.” 16 But Joseph replied to
the king, “No, I cannot do that. It is God
who knows the meaning of dreams, but he
will enable me to tell you their meaning,
and they will mean something good.”
17

The king said to Joseph, ”In my ﬁrst
dream I was standing on the bank of the
Nile River. 18 Suddenly seven healthy fat
cows came up out of the river, and they
started eating the grass that was on the
19
Soon seven other cows,
riverbank.
ugly and thin ones, came up behind them
from the river. I never saw such ugly
cows in all the land of Egypt! 20 The thin
ugly cows ate the seven fat cows that came
up ﬁrst. 21 But afterwards, no one would
have known that the thin cows ate them,
because they were just as ugly as they
were before. Then I woke up.
22

Then I had another dream. I saw seven
heads of grain. They were full of kernels of grain and ripe, and they were all
growing on one stalk. 23 Then to my surprise I saw seven other heads of grain that
sprouted. They were thin and had been
dried up by the hot east wind. 24 The thin
heads of grain swallowed the seven good
heads. I told these dreams to the magicians, but none of them could explain to
me what they meant.”
25

Then Joseph said to the king, ”Both your
dreams have the same meaning. God is
revealing to you in your dreams what he
is about to do. 26 The seven healthy cows
represent seven years. The seven good

heads of grain also represent seven years.
The two dreams both have the same meaning. 27 The seven thin ugly cows that came
up behind them and the seven worthless
heads of grain that were dried up by the
hot east wind each represent seven years
of famine. 28 It will happen just as I
have told you, because God has revealed
to you what he is about to do. 29 There
will be seven years in which there will
be plenty of food throughout the land of
Egypt. 30 Then there will be seven years
of famine. Then people will forget all the
years when there was plenty of food, because the famine that will come afterward
will ruin the country. 31 The people will
forget how plentiful food was previously,
because the famine will be very terrible.
32
The reason God gave to you two dreams
is that he has ﬁrmly decided that this will
happen, and he will cause it to happen
very soon.
33

Now I suggest that you should choose a
man who is wise and can make good decisions. I suggest that you appoint him to
direct the affairs of the whole country. 34
You should also appoint supervisors over
the country, in order that they can arrange to collect one-ﬁfth of all the grain
that is harvested during the seven years
35
when food is plentiful.
They should
collect this amount of grain during those
seven years that are coming, when there
will be plenty of food. Each of the cities
should supervise and protect the food that
is stored up. 36 This grain should be kept
so that it can be eaten during the seven
years when there will be a famine here in
Egypt, so that the people in this country
will not die from hunger.”
37

The king and his oﬃcials thought that
this would be a good plan. 38 So the king
said to them, ”Can we ﬁnd any other man
like Joseph, a man to whom God has given
his spirit?
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39

Then the king said to Joseph, ”Because
God has revealed all this to you, it seems
to me that there is no one who is as wise
as you and who can decide wisely about
things. 40 So I will put you in charge of everything in my palace. All the people here
in Egypt must obey what you command.
Only because I am king will I have more
authority than you.”
41

Then the king said to Joseph, “I am now
putting you in charge of the whole coun42
try of Egypt.”
The king took from
his ﬁnger the ring that had his seal on it,
and he put it on Joseph’s ﬁnger. He put
robes made of ﬁne linen on him, and he
put a gold chain around his neck. 43 Then
he arranged for Joseph to ride around in
the chariot that showed that he was the
second most important man in the country. When Joseph rode in the chariot, men
shouted to the people who were on the
road in front of him, “Bow down!” So the
Joseph went out to supervise this work all
over Egypt.
44

The king said to Joseph, “I am the king,
but no one in the whole land of Egypt will
do anything if you do not permit them to
do it.” 45 The king gave Joseph a new name,
Zaphenath-Paneah. He also gave him Asenath to be his wife. She was the daughter
of Potiphera, who was a priest in a temple in the city of On. In this way Joseph
became known through all the land of
Egypt.
46

Joseph was thirty years old when he
started to work for the king of Egypt. To
do his work, he left the king’s palace and
traveled throughout Egypt. 47 During the
next seven years, the land produced abundant crops, so there was plenty of food.
48
As Joseph supervised them, his helpers
collected one-ﬁfth of all the grain that was
produced during those years, and stored
it in the cities. In each city, he had his
helpers store up the grain that was grown

in the ﬁelds that surrounded that city. 49
Joseph had them store up a huge amount
of grain. It looked as plentiful as the sand
on the seashore. There was so much grain
that after a while they stopped keeping
records of how much grain was stored,
because there was more grain than they
could measure.
50

Before the seven years of famine
started, Joseph’s wife Asenath gave birth
to two sons. 51 Joseph named the ﬁrst
one Manasseh, which sounds like the Hebrew word that means “forget,” because
he said, “God has caused me to forget all
my troubles and all my father’s family.” 52
He named his second son Ephraim, which
means “to have children,” because he said,
“God has given me children here in this
land where I have suffered.”
53

Finally the seven years in which there
was plenty of food ended. 54 Then the
seven years of famine started, just as
Joseph had predicted. There was also a
famine in all the other nearby lands, but
although the crops did not grow, there
was food everywhere in Egypt, because of
the grain they had stored up in the cities.
55
When all the people of Egypt had eaten
all of their own food and were still hungry,
they begged the king for food. So the king
told all the people of Egypt, “Go to Joseph
and do what he tells you to do.”
56

When the famine was very bad over the
whole country, Joseph ordered his helpers
to open the storehouses. Then they sold
the grain in the storehouses to the people
of Egypt, because the famine was very severe all over Egypt. 57 People from many
nearby countries came to Egypt to buy
grain from Joseph, because the famine
was very severe everywhere.
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Chapter 42
1

them, “I do not believe you! You have
come just to see whether we would be able
to defend ourselves if we were attacked!”
13
But one of them replied, “No, that is not
true! Originally there were twelve of us
who were brothers, the sons of one man.
Our youngest brother is with our father.
One of them is no longer alive. ”

When someone told Jacob that there was
grain in Egypt that people could buy, he
said to his sons, “Why do you just sit there
looking at each other? We need some
grain!” 2 He said to them, “Someone told
me that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go
down there and buy some for us, in order 14 Joseph replied, ”You are lying! I think
it is just as I told you. You are spies! 15
that we can stay alive!”
3
So Joseph’s ten older brothers went But this is how I will ﬁnd out whether
down to Egypt to buy some grain. 4 what you are saying is true. I think that
But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s as surely as the king lives, you are spies.
younger brother, to go with the others, be- So you will not leave this place16until your
cause he was afraid that something terri- youngest brother comes here! Send one
ble might happen to him like what hap- of your group to go and get your younger
pened to Joseph. 5 So Jacob’s sons went brother and bring him here. I will put
down from Canaan to Egypt to buy grain, the rest of you in prison, in order that I
and others went too, because there was a may test what you have said to ﬁnd out
whether what you are telling me is true.
famine in Canaan also.
If the one who goes does not bring your
6
At that time Joseph was the governor of younger brother here, then, just as surely
Egypt. He was the one who sold grain as the king lives, it will be clear that you
to people who came from all over Egypt are lying and that you are spies.” 17 Then
and from many other countries to buy Joseph put them all in prison for three
grain. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, days.
they prostrated themselves before him
18
7
On the third day after that, Joseph went
As
with their faces to the ground.
to
the prison and said to them, ”I am a man
soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them. But he pretended that he who fears that God will punish me if I do
did not know them. He spoke harshly to not do what I promise. So do what I tell
19
If you
them, saying, “Where do you come from?” you, and I will spare your lives.
One of them replied, “We have come from are honest men, let one of you brothers
stay here in prison, and the rest of you can
Canaan land, to buy some grain.”
take some grain back to your families who
8
Although Joseph recognized his brothers,
are very hungry because of the famine. 20
9
they did not recognize him. Then Joseph
But if you come back here again, you must
remembered what he had dreamed about
bring your youngest brother to me, so that
them many years previously. But he deyou can prove that what you told me is
cided not to tell them yet that he was
true, and as a result I will not have you
their younger brother. He said to them,
executed.” So they agreed to do that.
“You are spies! You have come to ﬁnd out
whether we will be able to defend our- 21 They said to each other, “It is surely
selves if you attack us!” 10 One of them because of what we did to our younger
replied, ”No, sir! We have come to buy brother that we are being punished! We
grain. 11 We are all sons of one man. We saw that he was very distressed when he
are honest men, not spies.” 12 He said to pleaded with us not to harm him. But we
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did not pay any attention to him, and that 29 When they returned to their father in
is why we are having this trouble!”
Canaan land, they told him all that had
happened to them. One of them said, 30
22
Reuben said to them, “I told you not to ”The man who governs the whole land of
harm the boy, but you did not pay atten- Egypt talked very harshly to us. He acted
tion to what I said! Now we are being paid toward us as though we were spying on
back for killing him!”
his country. 31 But we told him, ’We are
32
Origi23
While they were talking with Joseph, honest men! We are not spies.
they were speaking to an interpreter, but nally there were twelve of us who were
when they said these things among them- brothers, the sons of one father. One has
brother is with our
selves, they were speaking in their own died, and our youngest
33
father
in
Canaan.’
The
man who is the
language. They did not know that Joseph
could understand their language and that governor of the land did not believe us, so
he understood what they were saying. 24 he said to us, ’This is how I will know if you
Because of what they said, Joseph real- are truly honest men: Leave one of your
ized that they admitted that what they had brothers here with me. Then the rest of
done to him many years previously was you can take some grain for your families
34
wrong. But he knew that he could not that are starving from hunger and go.
keep from crying, and he did not want But when you return, bring your youngest
them to see him crying, so he left them and brother to me, in order that I will know
went outside the room and began to cry. that you are not spies, but instead, that
But then he returned to them and talked you are honest men. Then I will release
to them again. Then he took Simeon, and your brother for you. And then you can
while they were watching, he told his ser- buy whatever you want in this country.’”

vants to tie him up. He left Simeon in the 35
As they were emptying their sacks, they
prison and told the others that they could
were surprised that in each man’s sack
go.
was his pouch of money! When they and
25
Joseph told his servants to ﬁll the men’s their father saw all the pouches of money,
36
Their father Jasacks with grain, but he also told them to they were frightened.
put the money that each one had paid for cob said to them, “You have caused two of
the grain in the top of his sack. He also my children to be taken from me! Joseph
told them to give them food to eat along is dead, and Simeon is gone! And now
the way. And his brothers received the you want to take Benjamin from me! It
food from Joseph’s servants. 26 His older is I who am suffering because of all these
brothers loaded the sacks of grain on their things that are happening!”
donkeys and left.
37
Reuben said to his father, “I will bring
27
At the place where they stopped to sleep Benjamin back to you. Let me take care
that night, one of them opened his sack of him. If I do not bring Benjamin back
to get some grain for his donkey. He was to you, you may kill both of my sons.” 38
amazed to see his money in the top of But Jacob said, “No, I will not let my son go
the sack. 28 He exclaimed to his brothers, down there with you. His older brother is
“Someone has returned my money! Here dead, and he is the only one of my wife
it is in my sack!” They started shaking Rachel’s sons who is left! If something
with fear, and said to each other, “What harms him while you are traveling, you
would cause me, a gray-haired old man, to
is this that God has done to us?”
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die because of sorrow.”

Chapter 43
1

The famine in Canaan got worse. 2
Finally, when Jacob and his family had
eaten all the grain they had brought from
Egypt, Jacob said to them, “Go back to
Egypt and buy some more grain for us!”
3
But Judah said to him, ”The man who
sold us the grain warned us sternly, ‘I will
not let you see me again if you come and
your younger brother is not with you.’ 4
So if you will send our younger brother
with us, we will go down to Egypt and buy
some grain for you. 5 But if you will not
send him, we will not go down there, because that man said to us, ‘I will not let
you see me again if your younger brother
is not with you.’” 6 Jacob asked, “Why
did you cause me to have this trouble by
telling the man that you had a younger
brother?” 7 One of them replied, “The
man asked about us and about our family. He said, ‘Is your father still living? Do
you have another brother?’ We had to answer his questions. We could not know
that he would say, ‘The next time that you
come down here, bring your brother with
you!’ ”
8

grown in this land, and take them down
to the man as a gift. Take some balm and
honey and spices and myrrh, some pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12 Take twice
as much money as you took the previous
time, because you must return the silver
that someone put in the tops of your sacks.
Perhaps it was a mistake that it was put
13
in your sacks.
Take your youngest
brother and go back to that man. 14 I
will pray that God Almighty will cause that
man to act mercifully toward you, so that
he will let your other brother, as well as
Benjamin, come back here with you. But
as for me, if my sons are taken from me,
then I will not have my sons!”
15

So the men took the gifts that Jacob
said that they should take, and twice the
amount of money that the grain would
cost. They also took Benjamin. They went
down quickly to Egypt, and they stood in
front of Joseph. 16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the man who
was in charge of things in his house, “Take
these men to my house. Slaughter an animal and prepare a meal, because I want
them to eat with me at noon.” He told
his servant in what order they were to be
seated.
17

The man did as Joseph said; he took
18
them to Joseph’s house.
But they
were afraid because he was taking them to
Joseph’s house. They were thinking, “He
is taking us here because of the silver that
was put in our sacks the ﬁrst time that we
came here. While we are eating, he will
have his servants attack us and seize us
and cause us to become his slaves, and
also take our donkeys.”

Then Judah said to his father Jacob,
”Send the boy with me, and we will go immediately, in order that we and you and
our children may get grain and not die
from hunger. 9 I myself will guarantee
that he will return. You can require me to
do what I am promising. If I do not bring
him back to you safely, you can say forever that I am to blame. 10 If we had not 19
They went with the man who was in
wasted so much time, by now we could
charge of things in Joseph’s house. When
have gone there and returned two times!”
they arrived at the entrance of the house,
11
Then their father Jacob said to them, 20 one of them said to him, ”Please, sir, lis”If there is no other way, do this: Put in ten to me. We came down here previously
21
But at the
your sacks some of the best things that are and bought some grain.
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place where we stopped for the night as
we were returning home, we opened our
sacks. We were astonished to see that in
the top of each of our sacks was the exact
amount of silver that we had paid for the
grain! So we have brought it back with us.
22
We have also brought more silver with
us to buy more grain. We do not know
who put the silver in our sacks.”
23

The man replied, “Relax! Do not worry
about it! I received the silver that you
brought. Your God, the God your father
worships, must have put it in your sacks.”
And then he brought Simeon to them from
the prison.
24

Then he took them into Joseph’s house.
He gave them water to wash their feet and
gave them food for their donkeys. 25 He
told them that they were going to eat with
Joseph at noon. So the men prepared their
gifts to give to Joseph when he arrived.

tions, he said to the servants, “Serve the
food!”
32

Now the people of Egypt thought that
it was disgraceful for them to eat with
Hebrews, so the servants served food to
Joseph by himself, and served the other
people of Egypt who ate with him by themselves, and they served Joseph’s older
brothers and younger brother by themselves. 33 His brothers were astonished
to see that their seats were arranged according to their ages, from the youngest
to the oldest! 34 When their portions of
food were served to them from Joseph’s
table, Benjamin’s portion was ﬁve times
as much as anyone else’s portion! So they
ate food and drank wine with Joseph until
they became very cheerful.

Chapter 44

26

When Joseph came home, they presented to him the gifts that they had
brought into the house. Then they bowed
down to the ground in front of him. 27 He
asked them if they were well, and then he
asked, “How is the health of your old father, the one that you told me about? Is he
still living?” 28 One of them replied, “Yes,
your servant, our father, is still alive, and
he is well.” Then again they bowed down
in front of him.
29

Then he saw his younger brother
Benjamin, his own mother’s other son.
He asked them, “Is this your youngest
brother, the one whom you told me
about?” After they said “Yes,” he said to
Benjamin, “Young man, I pray that God
30
Joseph
will act kindly toward you.”
quickly left the room. He realized that he
was about to cry because he was full of
emotion about his younger brother. He
went into his private room and cried there.
31
Then, after he washed the tears from his
face, he came out, and controlling his emo-

1

When his brothers were ready to return
home, Joseph said to the man who was
in charge of things in his house, ”Fill the
sacks of those men with as much grain
as they can carry on their donkeys. And
put in the top of each man’s sack the silver that he paid for the grain. 2 Then put
my silver cup in the top of the youngest
brother’s sack, along with the silver that
he paid for the grain.” So the servant did
what Joseph told him to do.
3

The next morning at dawn the men
were allowed to leave for home with their
donkeys. 4 When they had not gone far
from the city, Joseph said to the servant
in charge of things in his house, ”Pursue
those men immediately. When you catch
up to them, say to them, ’We did good
things for you! Why have you paid us
back by doing something bad to us? 5 You
have stolen the cup that my master drinks
from! It is the cup that he uses to ﬁnd out
things that nobody knows! What you did
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was very wicked!’”

Joseph replied, “No, I could never do anything like that. Only the man in whose
6
When the servant caught up with them,
sack the cup was found will become my
he told them what Joseph had told him
slave. The rest of you can return to your
to say. 7 But one of them replied to him,
father peacefully.”
”Sir, why do you say such things? We are
your servants, and we would never do
8
anything like that!
We even brought 18 Then Judah came near to Joseph and
back to you from Canaan the silver that said, ”Sir, please let me say something to
we found inside the tops of our sacks! So you. You are equal to the king himself,
we certainly would not steal silver or gold so you could command that I be executed;
from your master’s house! 9 If you dis- but do not be angry with me for speaking
cover that any of us has that cup, you can to you. 19 You asked us, ‘Is your father still
execute him, and the rest of us will be- living, and do you have another brother?’
20
come your slaves.”
We answered, ‘Our father is alive, but
10
The man replied, “I will do what you say. he is an old man. He has a young son
But the one who has the cup will not be ex- who was born after our father became an
ecuted. Instead, he will become my slave, old man. That son had an older brother,
who is now dead. So the youngest son is
and the rest of you may return home.”
the only one of his mother’s sons who is
11
Each of the men quickly lowered his still alive, and his father loves him very
sack down from the donkey to the ground much.’ 21 Then you said to us, ‘The next
and opened it. 12 Then the servant started time you come here, bring your younger
to search for the cup in each sack. He brother down to me, so that I can see him.’
started with the oldest brother’s sack and 22 We said to you, ‘No, we cannot do that,
ended with the youngest one’s sack. He because the boy cannot leave his father.
found the cup in Benjamin’s sack and If he leaves his father, his father will die
showed it to them. 13 The brothers tore because of sorrow.’ 23 But you told us,
their clothes because they were so dis- ‘If your youngest brother does not come
mayed. They loaded the sacks on the don- down with you, I will not let you see me
keys again and returned to the city.
again!’ 24 When we returned to our father,
we told him what you said. 25 Months later
14
When Judah and his older and younger
our father said, ‘Go back to Egypt and buy
brothers entered Joseph’s house, Joseph
some more grain!’ 26 But we said, ‘We canwas still there. The servant told Joseph
not go back by ourselves. We will go only
what had happened. Then the brothers
if our youngest brother is with us. We
threw themselves down on the ground in
will not be able to see the man who sells
front of Joseph. 15 He said to them, “Why
grain if our youngest brother is not with
did you do this? Do you not know that a
us.’ 27 Our father replied, ’You know that
man like me can ﬁnd out things that nomy wife Rachel gave birth to two sons for
body knows?”
me. 28 One of them disappeared, and I
16
Judah replied, “Sir, what can we say? said, “A wild animal has surely torn him
How can we prove that we are innocent? to pieces.” And I have not seen him since
God has paid us back for the sins we com- then. 29 If you take this other one from me,
mitted many years ago. So now we will too, and something harms him, you would
become your slaves—both we and the one cause me, an old gray-haired man, to die
in whose sack the cup was found.” 17 But because of my sorrow.’
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30

So please listen. My father will remain
alive only if his youngest son remains
alive. 31 If he sees that the boy is not
with us when we return to him, he will
die. We will cause our gray-haired father
to die because of his sorrow. 32 I guaranteed that the boy would return safely. I
told him, ‘You can require me to do what I
am promising. If I do not bring him back
to you, you can say forever that I am to
blame for not bringing him back to you.’
33

So, please let me remain here as your
slave instead of my youngest brother, and
let the boy return home with his other
older brothers. 34 I cannot return to my
father if the boy is not with me! I do
not want to see how miserable my father
would become!”

Chapter 45
1

Joseph was not able to control his feelings any longer. He did not want to cry
in front of his servants, so he said to
them loudly, “All of you go outside!” After they went outside, there were no Egyptians there with Joseph when he told his
brothers who he was. 2 He cried so loudly
that even the people outside heard it, and
even the people in the king’s palace heard
it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am
Joseph! Is our father still alive?” But his
brothers were not able to reply, because
they were frightened because of what he
4
Then Joseph said to his brothsaid.
ers, “Come close to me!” When they came
closer to him, he said, ”I am your brother
Joseph! I am the one you sold to traders
who brought me here to Egypt! 5 But now,
do not be distressed, and do not be angry with yourselves for having sold me
as a slave. It was God who sent me here
ahead of you in order to keep you from
dying in the famine. 6 There has been a

famine in this country for two years, and
it will continue for ﬁve more years. During this time, no one will plow the ground,
and there will be no crops to harvest. 7
God sent me here ahead of you to keep
you from starving, and to make sure that
your descendants would survive. 8 Therefore, it was not you who sent me here; it
was God who sent me here! He has caused
me to become like a father to the king. I
am in charge of everything in his palace
and the governor of everyone in Egypt! 9
Now return to my father quickly and say
to him, ’This is what your son Joseph says:
”God has caused me to become the governor over the whole land of Egypt. Come
down to me immediately! 10 You can live
in the region of Goshen. You and your children and your grandchildren, your sheep
and goats and cattle, and everything that
you own, will be near me. 11 Since there
will be ﬁve more years of famine, I will
make sure that you have food. If you do
not come here, you and your family and
all of your servants will starve. ”’
12

If you—and Benjamin, too—look closely
at me, all of you will see that it is really
I, Joseph, who am speaking to you. 13 Go
and tell my father about how much honor
I have here in Egypt. And tell him about
everything else that you have seen. Bring
my father down here quickly!”
14

Then he threw his arms around his
younger brother Benjamin’s neck and
cried. And Benjamin hugged him and
cried. 15 Then he kissed his older brothers
on their cheeks, and he cried. After that,
his brothers started to talk with him.
16

Someone went to the palace and told
the news that Joseph’s brothers had come.
The king and all his oﬃcials were pleased.
17
The king said to Joseph, ”Tell your brothers this: ’Put loads of grain on your animals and return to Canaan land. 18 Then
bring your father and your families back
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here. I will give you the best land in Egypt,
and you will have the best food in the land
19
to eat.’
Also tell this to your brothers: ’Take some carts from Egypt to carry
your children and your wives, and get
them and your father and come back here
quickly. 20 Do not worry about bringing
your possessions, because the best things
in Egypt will be yours. Because of that,
you will not need to bring things from
Canaan.’”
21

Jacob’s sons did what the king commanded. Joseph gave them carts and food
to eat along the way, as the king had ordered. 22 To each of them he gave new
clothes, but he gave three hundred pieces
of silver and ﬁve sets of new clothes to
Benjamin! 23 This is what he sent to his father: Ten male donkeys, loaded with some
of the best things that came from Egypt,
and ten female donkeys loaded with grain,
bread, and other food for his father’s trip
to Egypt. 24 Then he sent his brothers on
their way, saying to them “Do not quarrel
along the way!”
25

So the brothers left Egypt and came to
their father Jacob in Canaan land. 26 One
of them told him, “Joseph is still alive! In
fact, he is the governor over all of Egypt!”
Jacob was extremely astonished; he could
27
not believe that it was true.
But
they told him everything that Joseph had
said to them, and Jacob saw the carts that
Joseph had sent to carry him and his family and possessions to Egypt. Then Jacob’s
shock ended. 28 He said, “What you have
said is enough to convince me! My son
Joseph is still alive, and I will go and see
him before I die!”

Chapter 46

at Beersheba, he offered sacriﬁces to God,
the one whom his father Isaac worshiped.
2
That night, God called to Jacob in a vision, saying, “Jacob! Jacob!” He replied,
“I am here!” 3 God said, ”I am God, the one
your father worshiped. Do not be afraid to
go down to Egypt, because I will give you
many descendants, and they will become
a great nation there. 4 I will go down to
Egypt with you, and later I will bring your
descendants back to Canaan again. And
Joseph will be with you when you die.”
5

So Jacob left Beersheba, and his sons
took their father, their wives, and their
children, in the carts that the king had
sent for them to travel in. 6 In this way, Jacob and all his family went to Egypt. They
took with them the livestock and all the
other possessions that they had acquired
in Canaan. 7 Jacob went to Egypt with
all his sons, his daughters, grandsons, and
granddaughters—his whole family.
8

This is a list of the names of the members of Jacob’s family who went with him
to Egypt:
Reuben, Jacob’s oldest son;
9

Reuben’s sons Hanok, Pallu, Hezron, and
Carmi;
10

Simeon and his sons Jemuel, Jamin,
Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul, who was
the son of woman who came from the
Canaanite people group;
11

Levi and his sons Gershon, Kohath, and
Merari;
12

Judah and his sons, Shelah, Perez, and
Zerah (his other sons, Er, and Onan, had
died in Canaan land);
the two sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul;
13

Issachar and his sons Tola, Puah, Jashub,
and Shimron;

1

So Jacob left, taking with him all his fam- 14 Zebulon and his sons Sered, Elon, and
ily and possessions. When they arrived Jahleel
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15

These were the sons of Jacob and Leah, Egypt, there were seventy members of Jawho were born in Paddan Aram, in ad- cob’s family when they were all there in
dition to Dinah his daughter.
There Egypt.
were thirty-three sons and daughters alto- 28
Jacob sent Judah to go ahead of the rest
gether.
of them to talk with Joseph and to ask
16
Gad and his sons Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, for directions on how to travel to Goshen.
Then Judah returned to the rest of his
Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli;
family and they all traveled to the region
17
Asher and his sons Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi,
of Goshen. When they arrived there, 29
and Beriah; and their sister Serah;
Joseph got his chariot ready and went to
Beriah’s sons: Heber and Malkiel;
Goshen to meet his father. When Joseph
arrived, he threw his arms around his fa18
(Those were the children and grandchilther’s neck and cried for a long time. 30 Jadren of Jacob and Zilpah, the slave woman
cob said to Joseph, “I have seen you, and
whom Laban had given to his daughter
now I know that you are still alive! So I
Leah. These were sixteen people altoam ready to die.”
gether.)
31
Then Joseph said to his brothers and to
19
Joseph and Benjamin, the sons of Jacob’s
the rest of his father’s family, ”I will go to
wife Rachel;
the king and say to him, ’My brothers and
20
(Ephraim and Manasseh were Joseph’s my father and the rest of his family, who
two sons. They did not go down to Egypt were living in Canaan land, have all come
because they had been born in Egypt. to me. 32 The men are all shepherds. They
They were sons of Asenath, the daughter take care of their livestock, and they have
of On, who was the priest in the temple in brought with them their sheep, goats, and
the city of On.)
cattle, and everything else that they own.’
33
When the king summons you and asks,
21
Benjamin and his sons Bela, Beker, Ash34
bel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, ‘What work do you do?’ answer by saying, ‘From the time when we were young,
Huppim, and Ard;
we have taken care of livestock, just as
22
(These were the sons and grandsons of our ancestors did.’ If you tell him that, he
Rachel and Jacob. They were fourteen will let you live in the region of Goshen.”
people altogether.)
Joseph told them to say that because the
people of Egypt despised shepherds.
23
Dan and his son Hushim;
24

Naphtali and his sons Jahziel, Guni,
Jezer, and Shillem.
25

Chapter 47

(These were the sons and grandsons
of Jacob and Bilhah, the slave girl whom 1-2
Joseph chose ﬁve of his brothers to go
Laban had given to his daughter Rachel.
with him to talk to the king. He introduced
They were seven people altogether.)
them to the king, and then he said, “My
26
Altogether there were sixty-six descen- father and my brothers have come from
dants of Jacob who went to Egypt with Canaan land. They have brought all their
him. That number does not include his sheep, goats, cattle, and everything else
sons’ wives. 27 Including Jacob and Joseph that they own, and they are living now in
and Joseph’s two sons who were born in region of Goshen.” 3 The king asked the
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brothers, “What work do you do?” They
replied to the king, “We are shepherds,
just as our ancestors were.” 4 They also
said to him, “We have come here to live for
a while in this land, because the famine
is very severe in Canaan, and our animals
have no pasture there. So now, please let
us live in the region of Goshen.”

kept coming to Joseph and saying, “Please
give us some food! If you do not give
us grain, we will die! We have used all
our money to buy food, and we have no
money left!” 16 Joseph replied, “Since your
money is all gone, bring me your livestock. If you do that, I will sell you food
in exchange for your livestock.” 17 So they
brought their livestock to Joseph. He gave
5
The king said to Joseph, ”So your father
them food in exchange for their horses,
and brothers have come to you. 6 They
their sheep and goats, their cattle, and
can live wherever you want in all of of
their donkeys.
Egypt. Give your father and your brothers
the best part of the land. They can live in 18 When that year was ended, the next
Goshen. And if you know that any of them year they came to him and said, ”We canhave any special ability to work with live- not hide this from you: We have no more
stock, have them be in charge of my own money, and now all our cattle belong to
livestock, too.”
you. We have only our bodies and our
7
Then Joseph brought his father Jacob land to give to you. We have nothing else
19
into the palace and introduced him to the left. If you do not give us some food, we
king. Jacob asked God to bless the king. 8 will die! If you do not give us seeds, our
Then the king asked Jacob, “How old are ﬁelds will become useless. Buy us and our
you?” 9 Jacob replied, “I have been travel- land in exchange for food. Then we will
ing around for 130 years. I have not lived be the king’s slaves, and he will own the
as long as my ancestors, but my life has land. Give us seeds so that we can plant
been full of troubles.” 10 Then Jacob again and grow food, in order that we will not
asked God to bless the king and left him. die, and in order that our land will not become like a desert.”
11
That is how Joseph enabled his father
20
So Joseph bought all the farms in Egypt
and brothers to start living in Egypt. As
the king had commanded, he gave them for the king. The people of Egypt each sold
property in the best part of the land, in their land to him because the famine was
Goshen, which is now called Rameses. 12 very severe and they had no other way
Joseph also provided food for all his fa- to buy food. So all the farms became the
21
ther’s family. The amounts that he gave king’s farms. As a result, Joseph caused
them were according to how many chil- all the people from one border of the country to the other to become the king’s slaves.
dren each of them had.
22
But he did not buy the priests’ land, be13
There was no food growing in the whole
cause they received their food from the
country because the famine was very seking regularly. That is the reason they did
vere. The people of Egypt and Canaan
not sell their land to him.
became weak because they did not have
enough food to eat. 14 Joseph received all 23 Joseph said to the people, ”Listen to me!
the money that the people in Egypt and Today I have bought you and your land
Canaan paid for the grain he sold them, for the king. So here are seeds for you so
and he brought it to the king’s palace. 15 that you can plant them in the ground. 24
When the people of Egypt and Canaan had But when you harvest the crop, you must
spent all their money for grain, they all give one-ﬁfth of the crop to the king. The
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rest of the crop you can keep to be seed to
plant in the ﬁelds and to be food for you
and your children and for everyone else
in your household to eat.” 25 They replied,
“You have saved our lives! We want you
to be pleased with us. And we will be the
king’s slaves.”
26

also called Israel, made an effort and sat
up on the bed, even though it was diﬃcult
for him to do that. 3 He said to Joseph,
”When I was at Luz in the land of Canaan,
God Almighty appeared to me. He blessed
me 4 and said to me, ‘I am going to enable
you to become the father of many children. You will have many descendants,
and they will become many people groups.
And I will give this land to your descendants to possess forever.’

So Joseph made a law about all the land
in Egypt, stating that one-ﬁfth of the crops
that are harvested belongs to the king.
That law still exists. Only the land that belonged to the priests did not become the 5 And now I will consider that your two
king’s land.
sons, who were born to you here in
27
Jacob and his family started to live in Egypt before I came here, belong to me.
Egypt, in the region of Goshen. They ac- Ephraim and Manasseh will be my sons,
quired property there. Many children and they will inherit my possessions, just
were born to them there. As a result, their like my sons Reuben and Simeon and the
others will. 6 If you later become the fapopulation increased greatly.
ther of any more children, they will not be
28
Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years. Al- considered to be my children, but instead
together he lived 147 years. 29 When it as my grandchildren. They will receive
was almost time for him to die, he sum- as part of what they inherit some of the
moned his son Joseph and said to him, ”If I same land that is in the territory that their
have pleased you, put your hand between brothers will inherit. 7 Many years ago,
my thighs to solemnly promise that you as I was returning from Paddan Aram,
will be faithful to me as your father and do your mother Rachel sadly died in the land
what I am now trusting you to do: When of Canaan, while we were still traveling,
I die, do not bury me here in Egypt. 30 In- not far from the town of Ephrath. So I
stead, when I die and join my ancestors buried her body there alongside the road
who have died previously, take my body to Ephrath” (which is now called Bethleout of Egypt, and bury it in Canaan where hem).
they are buried.” Joseph replied, “I will do
what you have said.” 31 Jacob said, “Swear 8 When Jacob saw Joseph’s sons, he asked,
to me that you will do it!” So Joseph swore “Who are these boys?” 9 Joseph replied
to do it. Then Jacob bowed down as he to his father, “They are the sons that God
worshiped God, near the head of his bed. has given to me here in Egypt.” Jacob said,
“Bring them close to me so that I can bless
them.” 10 Jacob was almost blind because
he was very old. He could not see well. So
Joseph brought his sons close to his father,
and Jacob kissed them and hugged them.
1
Some time after this, someone told 11
Jacob said to Joseph, “I did not expect to
Joseph, “Your father is ill.” When Joseph
see your face again, but look at this! God
heard that, he took his two sons, Manhas allowed me to see you, and he has alasseh and Ephraim, to see his father. 2
lowed me to see your children, too!”
When someone told Jacob, “Look, your
son Joseph has come to see you!” Jacob, 12 Joseph took the boys from Jacob’s knees.

Chapter 48
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Then he bowed down with his face to the
ground. 13 Then Joseph took both of the
boys, putting Ephraim on his right side toward Jacob’s left hand, and putting Manasseh on his left side toward Jacob’s right
hand, and brought them close to Jacob. 14
But Jacob did not do what Joseph wanted
him to do. Instead, he reached out his
right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head,
even though he was the younger son. He
crossed his arms and put his left hand on
Manasseh’s head, even though Manasseh
was the older son. 15 Then he blessed
Joseph and his sons, saying, ”My grandfather Abraham and my father Isaac conducted their lives as God desired, and to
this very day God has led me and taken
care of me as a shepherd leads and cares
for his sheep. 16 The angel whom he sent
has kept me from being harmed in any
way.

your names when they bless people. They
will say, ‘We pray that God will help you
as he helped Ephraim and Manasseh.’ ” In
that way, Jacob said that Ephraim would
become more important than Manasseh.
21

Then Jacob said to Joseph, ”I am about
to die. But I know that God will help you.
Some day he will take your descendants
back to the land of their ancestors. 22 It
is to you, who stands above your brothers
that I will give the fertile hill in the area
of Shechem. I captured that land from the
Amor people group, ﬁghting them with
my sword and my bow and arrows.”

Chapter 49
1

Jacob summoned all his sons and said to
them, 2 ”Gather around close to me in order that I can tell you what will happen in
I pray that God will bless these boys.
the future. My sons, come and listen to me.
I pray that people will think about me
I am your father, Jacob.
and my ancestors, Abraham and Isaac, be3
Reuben, you are my oldest son. You
cause of what God does for them.
were born when I was young and enerI pray that they will have many descengetic. When I became a grown man, you
dants who will live all over the earth.”
were my ﬁrst child. You are prouder and
17
When Joseph saw that his father had stronger than all the rest of my sons. 4 But
placed his right hand on Ephraim’s head you were as unstable as ocean waves. So
and not on Manasseh’s head, he was dis- now you will not be my most important
tressed. So he took his father’s hand son, because you climbed up onto my bed
to move it from Ephraim’s head to Man- and slept with my concubine. That caused
asseh’s head. 18 Joseph said to him, “My me, your father, to have great shame.
father, that is not right! The one on whom 5
Simeon and Levi, you two brothers have
you put your left hand is my older son.
both acted like criminals. You use your
Put your right hand on his head.” 19 But
swords to act violently. 6 I do not want to
his father refused, saying, “I know that,
be with you when you make evil plans. I
my son; I know what I am doing. Manam too honorable to join you in your meetasseh’s descendants will also become a
ings, because you killed people when you
people group, and they will become imbecame very angry, and you hamstrung
portant. But his younger brother’s descenoxen just to have fun.
dants will become greater than his will.
His descendants will become many na- 7 God says, ‘I will curse them for being
tions.” 20 So he blessed them both on that very angry, for acting very cruelly when
day, saying, “The people in Israel will use they were very furious. I will scatter their
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rule their people. 17 Your descendants will
8
Judah, your older and younger brothers be like snakes at the side of a road, like poiwill praise you. They will bow down be- sonous snakes lying beside a path. They
fore you, because you will thoroughly de- will strike the heels of horses that pass by,
causing the riders to fall backwards as the
feat your enemies.
horses rear up on their hind legs.”
9
Judah is like a young lion that has re- 18
Then Jacob prayed, “Yahweh, I am waitturned to its den satisﬁed after eating the
ing
for you to rescue me from my eneanimals that it has killed. He is like a lion
that lies down and stretches out after eat- mies.”
19
ing; no one would dare to disturb it.
Then Jacob continued telling his sons
10
There will always be a ruler from the what would happen in the future. He
descendants of Judah. Each one will hold said, ”Gad, your tribe will be attacked by
a scepter to show that he has authority a group of bandits, but your tribe will puras a king. He will do that until nations sue and attack them.
descendants throughout Israel land.’

bring tribute to him and show that they 20 Asher, your descendants will eat good
will obey him.
tasting food; they will produce food that
11
The grapevines of his descendants will is delicious enough for kings to eat.
produce grapes very abundantly. As a
result, they will not object to tying their
young donkeys to the grapevines in order that they can eat the leaves of the
grapevines. Wine will be very plentiful, with the result that they will wash
their clothes in wine; they will wash their
cloaks in wine that is as red as blood. 12
Their eyes will be red because of drinking too much wine, but their teeth will be
very white because of drinking much milk
from the cows.
13

Zebulun, your descendants will live by
the seashore where there will be a safe
harbor for ships. Their land will extend
north as far as the city of Sidon.
14

Issachar, your descendants will be like
strong donkeys that are lying down between two groups of sheep. so tired that
they cannot get up! 15 They will see that
their resting place is good and that the
land pleases them very much. But they
will bend their backs to carry heavy loads
and be forced to work for others.

21

Naphtali, your descendants will be like
deer that run free, deer that have beautiful fawns.
22

Joseph, you will have many descendants. Their children will be as many as
the fruit on a vine near a spring of water, whose branches extend over a wall.
23
Their enemies will attack them ﬁercely,
and shoot at them with bows and arrows
and pursue them. 24 But they will hold
their bows steady and their arms will
remain strong, because of the power of
my mighty God, because of Yahweh, who
guides and provides for me, as a shepherd
guides and provides for his sheep. The
people of Israel will ask Yahweh to protect them, as people take refuge on top of
a high rock.
25

God, the one whom I worship, will
help your descendants. God Almighty will
bless them by sending them rain from
the sky and by giving them water from
deep below the ground. He will give them
many children and will nourish them.

16

Dan, although your tribe will be small, 26 The blessings that I want God to give
your leaders will rule their people just as you are great ones. They are greater than
the leaders of other tribes of Israel will the blessings that come from the eternal
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mountains, than the ones that come from
the everlasting hills. Joseph, I pray that
these blessings will be given to you, because you are the leader of your brothers.
27

Benjamin, your descendants will be like
vicious wolves. In the morning they will
kill their enemies like a wolf devours its
prey, and in the evening they will divide
among their warriors the spoils that they
seized from their enemies.”
28

Those twelve sons are the ancestors of
the twelve tribes of Israel. That is what
their father said to them as he blessed
them, telling to each one words that were
right for him.
29

cob’s body, because that is the amount of
time that was always required for them
to embalm a body. The people of Egypt
cried for seventy days because of Jacob’s
4
death.
When the time of mourning
was ﬁnished, Joseph said to the king’s ofﬁcials, ”If you are pleased with me, please
take this message to the king: 5 ‘When
my father was about to die, he told me to
solemnly promise that I would bury his
body in Canaan land, in the tomb that he
himself had prepared. So please let me go
up to Canaan and bury my father’s body.
Then I will return.’”
6

After they gave the king the message,
he replied, “Tell Joseph, ‘Go up and bury
your father’s body, as you swore that you
7
would do.’ ”
So Joseph went up to
Canaan to bury his father’s body. All of the
king’s oﬃcials, all the king’s advisors, and
all the elders in Egypt went with him. 8 His
family’s small children and their sheep
and goats and their cattle stayed in the region of Goshen. But all the rest of Joseph’s
family and his brothers and his father’s
family went with him. 9 Men riding in
chariots and on horses also went along. It
was a huge group.

Then Jacob said to his sons, ”I will soon
die and join my ancestors who have already died. Bury my body where some
of my ancestors are buried, in the cave
that is in the ﬁeld that was bought from
Ephron, who belonged to the Heth people
group. 30 The ﬁeld of Machpelah, was east
of Mamre, in the land of Canaan. Abraham bought it from Ephron to use as a
burial place. 31 That is where they buried
him and his wife Sarah. That is where
they buried my father Isaac and his wife
Rebekah. And that is where I buried my 10
They went to the east side of the Jorwife Leah. 32 That ﬁeld and the cave in it
were bought from the Heth people group; dan River and arrived at Atad. There was
a place there where people threshed the
so that is where I want you to bury me.”
grain to separate the wheat from the chaff.
33
When Jacob ﬁnished giving those in- There they mourned loudly for Jacob for
structions to his sons, he lay down on his a long time. Joseph performed mourning
bed again. Then he stopped breathing and ceremonies for his father for seven days.
11
died.
When the Canaan people group who
lived there saw them mourning like that,
they said, “This is a sad mourning place
for the people of Egypt!” So they named
the place Abel Mizraim, which sounds like
the Hebrew words that mean “mourning
1
Joseph fell on his father’s face and he
of the Egyptians.”
cried over him and kissed him. 2 Joseph
commanded his servants who prepared 12 Then Jacob’s sons did for him what their
the dead for burial to embalm his father’s father had commanded. 13 They crossed
body. 3 It took forty days to embalm Ja- the Jordan River and carried Jacob’s body
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into Canaan land. They buried it in the
cave in the ﬁeld at Machpelah, east of
Mamre town. That was the ﬁeld that Abraham had bought from Ephron, who was
one of the Heth people group, to use as a
burial place.
14

After he had buried his father, Joseph
and his brothers and all the others who
had gone up to Canaan with him for the
funeral returned to Egypt.
15

dren and grandchildren. The children of
Joseph’s grandson Machir, who was Manasseh’s son, were born before Joseph died,
and they were recognized as being his descendants. 24 One day Joseph said to his
older brothers, “I am about to die. But
God will certainly help you. Some day
he will lead your descendants up out of
this land and take them to Canaan, the
land that he solemnly promised to give
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 25 Then
Joseph said, “When God enables you to do
that, you must take my body up from here
to Canaan.” He made his older brothers
solemnly promise to do that.

After Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers became worried. They realized what might
happen. They said, “What will happen
if Joseph is carrying hatred for us and
wants to take revenge on us, because of all 26 So Joseph died in Egypt when he was
the evil things we did to him many years 110 years old. His body was embalmed
ago?” 16 So they sent someone to tell this to and put in a coﬃn there.
Joseph for them: ”Before our father died,
he told us this: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, Please
forgive your older brothers for the evil
thing that they did to you, for their terrible sin against you, because what they
did to you was very wrong.’ So now we,
who are servants of your father’s God, ask
you, please forgive us for what we did
to you.” Joseph cried when he received
their message. 18 Then his older brothers
themselves came and threw themselves
on the ground in front of Joseph, and one
of them said, “Please listen. We will be
your servants.” 19 But Joseph replied to
them, ”Do not be afraid! God is the one
who punishes people; am I God? 20 As
for you, yes, you wanted to do something
very evil to me. But God caused something
good to come from it! He wanted to save
many people from dying of hunger, and
that is what happened! Today they are
alive! 21 So I say again, do not be afraid!
I will make sure that you and your children have enough to eat.” In this way he
reassured them as he spoke to them.
22

Joseph lived with his father’s family in
Egypt until he was 110 years old. 23 He
lived long enough to see Ephraim’s chil-
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raelite people. 13 They made the Israelite
people work very hard. 14 Because the Israelites were slaves, their lives were very
sad. They had to build many buildings
with cement and bricks. They also had to
do work in the ﬁelds. In making the Is1
These were the sons of Jacob (they all raelites do all this work, the Egyptian maswent to the land of Egypt with Jacob, their ters treated them very badly.
father, and with their own households). 15
Now there were two Hebrew midThe sons’ names were: 2 Reuben, Simeon,
wives. Their names were Shiphrah and
Levi, Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, BenPuah. The king of Egypt said to those two
jamin, 4 Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
women, 16 “When you help the Hebrew
5
In all, there were seventy people who
women give birth to their children, if the
went with Jacob. His son Joseph was albaby is a boy, you must kill him. If the
ready in Egypt.
baby is a girl, you may let her live.” 17 But
6
After some time, Joseph and his broth- the midwives feared that God would puners and everyone else in their family who ish them if they obeyed the king. So they
lived in that generation died. 7 But Jacob’s did not do what the king told them to do.
18
descendants gave birth to many children. They allowed the baby boys to live.
The number of his descendants grew very So the king called the two midwives and
large. As a result, there were so many of said to them, “Why are you doing this?
them that they were everywhere in Egypt. Why are you letting the baby boys live?”
8
However, many years later, a new king 19 One of the midwives said to the king,
began to rule in Egypt. He did not know “The Hebrew women are not like the Egypabout all the good things Joseph had done tian women. The Hebrew women are very
for the people of Egypt long ago. 9 He strong. They give birth to their babies besaid to his people, ”Look at what has hap- fore we can get to them to help them.”
pened! The Israelite people have become 20
So God acted kindly toward the midso many and so powerful that they are
wives, and the Hebrew people became
dangerous to us! 10 We must ﬁnd a way to
very numerous and strong. 21 Because the
control them! If we do not do that, there
midwives feared God, God gave them chilwill be more of them. Then, if enemies atdren of their own.
tack us, the Israelites will join with our enemies and ﬁght against us, and they will 22 Then the king commanded all the Egyptian people, saying, “You must throw into
escape from our land.”
the Nile River every Hebrew baby boy that
11
So the king and his leaders put masis born! However, you can allow the baby
ters over the Israelites to cause them to
girls to live.”
suffer very much by making them work
very hard. They made the Israelite people build two cities to store goods for the
king. Those cities were named Pithom
and Rameses. 12 But the more they treated
the Israelite people badly, the more the 1 Now there was a man who was a denumber of Israelites grew, and they be- scendant of Jacob’s son Levi. He married
came so many that they ﬁlled the land. So a woman who was also a descendant of
the Egyptian people began to fear the Is- Levi. 2 She became pregnant and gave
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birth to a baby boy. When she saw that he
was a healthy baby, she hid him for three
months because she was not willing to do
what the king commanded. 3 When she
was unable to hide him any longer, she got
a basket made from tall reeds. She covered the basket with tar so it would ﬂoat in
water. Then she put the baby in the basket
and put the basket in the water. It was at
the edge of the Nile River in the middle of
the tall reeds. 4 His older sister was standing close by, watching to see what would
happen to him.

looked around to see if anyone was watching. Seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian
man and buried his body in the sand.
13

The next day he returned to the same
place. He was surprised to see two Hebrew men ﬁghting each other. He said to
the man who started the ﬁght, “Why are
you hitting your fellow Hebrew?” 14 The
man replied, “Who made you our ruler
and judge? Are you going to kill me just
like you killed that Egyptian man yesterday?” Then Moses was afraid, because he
thought, “Since this man knows what I did,
5
Soon the king’s daughter went down to other people will know, too.”
the river to take a bath. Her female ser- 15-16
When the king heard that Moses
vants walked along the riverbank. She
killed an Egyptian, he ordered his soldiers
saw the basket in the tall reeds in the river,
to kill Moses. But Moses ran away from
so she sent one of her servants to get it. 6
the king and left Egypt. He traveled east
When the servant brought the basket to
to the region of Midian and started to live
her, she opened it, and was surprised to
there. Now the man who was the priest
see a baby inside that was crying. She felt
for the Midian people, whose name was
sad for him, and said, “This must be a HeJethro, had seven daughters. One day as
brew baby.”
Moses sat down beside a well, the seven
7
Then the baby’s older sister walked up daughters came to the well, got water, and
to the king’s daughter and said, “Do you ﬁlled the troughs in order to give water
want me to go and ﬁnd a Hebrew woman to their father’s sheep. 17 Some shepherds
who will be able to nurse the baby for came and started to chase away the girls.
you?” 8 The king’s daughter said to her, But Moses helped the girls and got water
18
“Yes, go and ﬁnd one.” So the girl went for their sheep.
When the girls re9
and found the baby’s mother. The king’s turned to their father Jethro, who was also
daughter said to the mother, “Please take called Reuel, he asked them, “How is it
this baby and nurse him for me. I will that you were able to give water to the
pay you for doing that.” So the baby’s sheep and come home so quickly today?”
mother took him and nursed him. 10 Sev- 19 They replied, “A man from Egypt kept
eral years later, his mother brought the other shepherds from chasing us away.
boy to the king’s daughter. She adopted He also got water for us from the well and
him as though he were her own son. She gave water to the sheep.”
named him Moses, which sounds like the 20
He said to his daughters, “Where is he?
Hebrew words ‘pull out’ because she said,
Why did you leave him out there? Invite
“I pulled him out of the water.”
him in so that he can have something to
11
One day, after Moses had grown up, he eat!” 21 So they did, and Moses ate with
went out of the palace area to see his peo- them. Moses decided to live there. Later,
ple, the Hebrews. He saw how they had Jethro gave Moses his daughter Zipporah
to work very hard. He also saw an Egyp- to be his wife. 22 Later she gave birth to
tian man beating a Hebrew person. 12 He a son, and Moses named him Gershom,

74

EXODUS
which sounds like the Hebrew word that how my people are suffering. 8 So I have
means “foreigner” because he said, “I am come down from heaven to rescue them
a foreigner living in this land.”
from the Egyptians. I will lead them to
23
Many years later the king of Egypt died. a good and large land, a land where they
The Israelite people in Egypt were still cry- can grow many crops and raise much liveing out because of the hard work they had stock, where the descendants of Canaan,
9
to do as slaves. They called out for some- Heth, Amor, Periz, Hiv, and Jebus live.
one to help them, and God heard them. Truly I have now heard my Israelite peohow badly the
24
When he heard them crying out, he ple crying. I have seen
10
So
I am sending
Egyptians
treat
them.
thought about his promise to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. 25 God saw how the Is- you back to Egypt to the king because you
raelite people were being badly treated, will lead my people, the Israelites, out of
Egypt.”
and he wanted to help them.
11

But Moses said to God, “I am not important enough to go to the king in order to
bring your people out of Egypt.” 12 God
said, “I will be with you. When you bring
1
One day, Moses took the ﬂock of Jethro my people out of Egypt, all of you will worhis father in law, priest of Midian, to the ship me right here on this mountain. That
far side of the wilderness. He came to will prove to you that I am the one who
Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 sent you to them.”
When he was on the mountain, Yahweh 13 Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelite
appeared as an angel to Moses from inside people and say to them, ‘God, the one your
a burning bush. As Moses looked at the ancestors worshiped, has sent me to you,’
bush, it was not destroyed by the ﬁre. 3 they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then
Moses thought, “I will go closer to see this what should I say to them?” 14 God replied
strange sight! Why is the bush not burn- to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Tell the Ising up?”
raelite people that the one named ‘I AM’
4
When Yahweh saw Moses come close to has sent you to them.”
the bush, he called out to Moses, “Moses, 15 God also said to Moses, ”You must say to
Moses!” Moses said to God, “Here I am.” 5 the Israelites, ‘Yahweh, the God of your faGod said, “Do not come close to the bush! thers, the God whom Abraham worshiped,
Because I am God, the ground on which whom Isaac worshiped, and whom Jacob
you are standing belongs to me. So take worshiped, has sent me to you. Yahweh is
off your sandals to show respect to me.” my name forever, and this is what all gen6
He said, “I am God, the one your an- erations should call me.’ 16 Go to Egypt
cestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob wor- and gather together the elders. Say to
shiped.” Moses was afraid that God would them, ’Yahweh, the God whom Abraham
kill him if he looked at him, so he turned worshiped, whom Isaac worshiped, and
his head away.
whom Jacob worshiped, has appeared to

Chapter 3

7

Then Yahweh said, ”I have seen how
badly the Egyptians are treating my people in Egypt. I have heard my people
shouting in despair because of what the
slave drivers are making them do. I know

me and said: I have seen what the Egyptian people have done to you. 17 I promise
that I will rescue you from being treated
badly in Egypt, and I will take you to the
land where the descendants of Canaan,
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Heth, Amor, Periz, Hiv, and Jebus live. It
is a good land where you can grow many
crops and raise much livestock.’ 18 The elders will do what you say. Then you and
the elders will go to the king of Egypt, and
you will say to him, ‘Yahweh, whom we
Hebrews worship as God, has met with us.
So now we ask you to allow us to travel for
three days to a place in the wilderness in
order that there we may offer sacriﬁces to
Yahweh, our God.’ 19 But I know that the
king of Egypt will allow you to go only if
he sees that he has no other choice. 20 So
I will use my power by performing many
miracles there. Then he will allow you to
leave. 21 When this happens, I will cause
the people of Egypt to honor the Hebrew
people so that when you leave Egypt, they
will give you what you need for the journey. 22 At that time, each Hebrew woman
will ask for what belongs to the Egyptian
women living nearby. The Egyptians will
give you all they have—silver and gold
jewelry and clothing. You will put these
things on your children. In this way, you
will take everything from the Egyptians.”

Chapter 4
1

Moses said to God, “What should I do if
they do not believe me or listen to me?
What should I do if they say, ‘Yahweh did
not appear to you’?” 2 Yahweh said to him,
“What is that in your hand?” Moses answered, “A staff.” 3 Yahweh said, “Throw
it down on the ground!” So, Moses threw
the staff on the ground and it became a
4
snake, and Moses ran away from it.
But Yahweh said to Moses, “Pick up the
snake by its tail.” So Moses picked up the
snake by the tail, and it became a staff in
his hand again.

they may believe that I, Yahweh, the God
whom Abraham worshiped, whom Isaac
worshiped, and whom Jacob worshiped,
truly appeared to you.”
6

Yahweh said to Moses, “Put your hand
in your robe.” Moses put his hand in
his robe. When he brought his hand out,
it had a disease that made the skin look
white as snow. 7 Then Yahweh said, “Put
your hand in your robe again.” Moses
put his hand back inside his robe. This
time when he brought it out, the disease
was healed, and it looked like his other
hand. 8 Yahweh said, ”You can do that
in front of the Israelite people, too. If they
do not believe you or listen to you after
seeing the ﬁrst miracle, they will believe
you when you perform the second miracle. 9 But if they do not believe you or listen to what you say even after you show
them these two miracles, get some water
from the Nile River and pour it on the dry
ground. When you do that, the water that
you pour on the dry ground will become
blood.”
10

Then Moses said to Yahweh, “Oh Lord, I
have never been good at speaking to people. I am still that way even after you
began talking to me. I speak slowly and
never know what to say.” 11 Then Yahweh
said to him, ”Who made a man’s mouth?
Who is it who makes a man able to speak,
hear, see, or not see? Is it not I, Yahweh? 12
So now go, and I will help you speak, and
I will tell you what to say.” 13 But Moses
replied, “Oh Lord, I ask you, please send
someone else in my place!”
14

Then Yahweh became angry with Moses
and said to him, ”What about Aaron, your
brother, the Levite? He is a good speaker.
He is on his way here right now, and he
will be very happy to see you. 15 You can
talk to him and tell him what to say. I will
5
Yahweh said, “Do the same thing in tell you both what you should do. 16 He
front of the Israelite people in order that will speak for you to the Israelite people.
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He will be your spokesman, and he will had instructed him to do.
think of you as if you were me. 17 Be sure 29
So Aaron and Moses went and gathto take with you the staff that is in your
ered together all of the elders of the Ishand because you will perform miracles
raelites. 30 Aaron told them everything
with it.”
that Yahweh had told Moses, and Moses
18
Moses went back to his father-in-law, performed all the miracles as the people
Jethro, and said to him, “Let me go back to watched. 31 The Israelites believed Aaron
my people in Egypt to see if they are still and Moses. When they heard that Yahweh
alive.” Jethro said to Moses, “Go, and may had seen how the Israelite people were being badly treated and that he was going
God give you peace.”
to help them, they bowed down and wor19
Yahweh said to Moses in Midian, “Go shiped him.
back to Egypt, for the men who were looking for you are now dead.” 20 So Moses
took his wife and sons and set them on a
donkey and walked back to Egypt, and he
took the staff in his hand as God had told
1
him to do.
Then Moses and Aaron went to the king.
21
Yahweh said to Moses, ”When you re- They said to him, “Yahweh God, whom
turn to Egypt, be sure to do all the mira- we Israelite people worship, says this to
cles that I have given you power to do in you: ‘Let my people go to the desert in orthey may have a festival to honor
front of the king. But I will make him re- der that
2
ject you, and he will not let the Israelite me!’ ” But the king said, “Yahweh is no
people leave Egypt. 22 Then say to him, one important. I do not need to pay at’This is what Yahweh says: Israel is like my tention to what he says, or let the Israelite
ﬁrst born son, 23 and I say to you, “Let my people go. I do not know this Yahweh!
son go, so that he may worship me.” But Furthermore, 3I will not let the Israelite
Moses and Aaron replied,
you did not let my son go and because of people go!”
“Yahweh God, the one we Hebrews worthis, I will kill your ﬁrstborn son!’”
ship, has revealed himself to us and told
24
One night, as they were on the way to us what to tell you. So we ask you to let
Egypt, Yahweh appeared to Moses in or- us go for three days into the wilderness.
der to kill him. 25 Then Moses’ wife, Zippo- We must offer sacriﬁces to Yahweh God
rah, took a knife and cut off the foreskin of there. If we do not do that, he will cause
their ﬁrstborn son. Then she touched the us to die from diseases or from attacks by
foreskin to Moses’ feet and said, “You are our enemies.” 4 But the king of Egypt said
a bridegroom of blood to me.” 26 Yahweh to them, “Moses and Aaron, why are you
did not kill Moses. Zipporah said, “You are preventing the Israelite people from worka bridegroom of blood to me” because of ing? Tell those slaves to return to work!” 5
the circumcision.
The king also said, “Listen to me! You people who now live in this land are more nu27
Meanwhile, Yahweh said to Aaron, “Go
merous than we Egyptians. Why are you
into the desert to meet Moses.” So Aaron
stopping them from working?”
went and met Moses at the mountain of
God and kissed him on the cheek. 28 Moses 6 That same day the king commanded the
told Aaron everything that Yahweh had Egyptian slave bosses and the Israelite assaid to him and all the miracles that he sistants who directed the slaves, 7 ”Do not
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continue to give straw to Israelite people
for making bricks. Make them go into
the ﬁelds and gather straw for themselves.
8
However, still force them to make the
same number of bricks that they did before. Do not lower the number at all. They
do not want to work. That is the reason
they are asking me to let them go into the
wilderness to worship their god. 9 Make
the men work harder so that they will not
have time to listen to lies from their leaders!”

you must keep making the same number
of bricks!”
19

The Israelite assistants knew that they
were having a bad time because they had
been told, “We are not going to lower the
number of bricks you must make each
day.” 20 As they left the king’s palace, they
met Aaron and Moses, who were waiting
for them there. 21 They said to Aaron and
Moses, “May Yahweh see what you two
have done! May he punish you because
you have caused the king and his oﬃcials
to hate us! You have given them a reason
10
So the slave bosses and Israelite assisto kill us!”
tants went to where the Israelite people
were and said to them, ”The king has said 22 Moses left them and prayed to Yahweh
that he will no longer give you any straw. again, saying, ”O Yahweh, why have you
11
So you must go and get straw where caused all these evil things to happen to
you can ﬁnd it. But you must keep work- your people? And why did you send me
ing to make the same number of bricks.” here? 23 Ever since I went to the king and
12
So the Israelite people went all over told him what you told me to say, he has
Egypt to ﬁnd straw. 13 The slave bosses treated your people very badly, and you
kept telling them, “Do all the work you have not done anything to help them!”
are assigned each day. Make the same
number of bricks as you did before when
we gave you straw!” 14 When they were
not able to make enough bricks, the slave
bosses working for Pharaoh beat the Is- 1
Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Now you
raelite assistants with sticks. They asked
will see what I will do to the king and his
them, “Why have all the men you are in
people. I will make him let my people go.
charge of not been able to make the same
In fact, by my power I will force him to
number of bricks today as they did bechase them from his land!”
fore?”
2
God also said to Moses, ”I am Yahweh. 3
15
Then the Israelite assistants went to the I am the one who appeared to Abraham,
king and cried out, ”Your Majesty, why Isaac, and Jacob and told them that I was
are you treating us this way? 16 Now they God Almighty, but I did not tell them that
are not giving us any straw for making my name was Yahweh. 4 I also made my
bricks, but they keep telling us to make covenant with them, promising to give
more bricks. And they beat us. But it is them the land of Canaan. That was the
because of your own slave bosses that we land in which they were living as foreigncannot make as many bricks as before!” 17 ers. 5 Furthermore, I have heard the IsBut the king said, ”You are lazy and do not raelite people groan because of the hard
want to work! That is why you keep say- work that the Egyptians have been making, ‘Allow us to go to the desert to wor- ing them do as their slaves. I have thought
6
So
ship Yahweh.’ 18 So get back to work! We about the covenant that I made.
are not going to give you any straw, but tell the Israelite people that I said this:
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’I am Yahweh. I will free you from the
burdens of heavy work that the Egyptians
have forced upon you. I will free you from
being their slaves. With my great power
and by punishing them very harshly, I will
save you. 7 I will cause you to become my
own people, and I will be your God, the
one you worship. You will truly know that
I am Yahweh God, the one who has freed
you from the burdens of work as slaves of
the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you to the
land that I swore to give to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob. You will live in it forever. I, Yahweh, am promising this.’”

years old when he died.
17

The sons of Gershon were Libni and
Shimei. They were ancestors of clans that
have those names.
18

The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel. Kohath was 133 years
old when he died.
19

The sons of Merari were Mahli and
Mushi. All these were the ancestors of the
clans that descended from Levi, in the order in which his sons were born.
20

Amram married his father’s sister,
Moses told that to the Israelite people, Jochebed. She was the mother of Aaron
but they did not believe what he said. and Moses. Amram lived 137 years.
They were very sad because of the hard 21
The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg,
work they were made to do as slaves.
and Zichri.
10
Then Yahweh said to Moses, 11 “Go and
tell the king of Egypt again that he must al- 22 The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzalow the Israelite people to leave his land!” phan, and Sithri.
12
But Moses said to Yahweh, “Please listen 23
Aaron married Elisheba. She was the
to me. Even the Israelite people have not
daughter of Amminadab and sister of
paid attention to what I told them. I am a
Nahshon. Elisheba gave birth to four sons,
poor speaker. So why should the king pay
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
attention to what I tell him?” 13 But Yahweh spoke to Aaron and Moses, “Tell the 24 The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah,
Israelite people and the king of Egypt that and Abiasaph. They were the ancestors of
I have called you two to lead the Israelite the Korahite people.
people out of Egypt.”
25
Aaron’s son Eleazar married one of the
14
Now here is a list of the ancestors of daughters of Putiel, and she gave birth to
Moses and Aaron.
Phinehas. That ends the list of the famiThe sons of Reuben, who was Jacob’s old- lies and clans that were descended from
est son, were: Hanok, Pallu, Hezron, and Levi. 26 Aaron and Moses were the ones
Carmi. They were ancestors of the clans to whom Yahweh said, “Lead all the tribes
of the Israelite people out of Egypt.” 27
that have those same names.
They were the ones who spoke to the king
15
The sons of Simeon were: Jemuel,
of Egypt in order to bring the Israelite peoJamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul.
ple out of Egypt. 28 On the day that YahShaul’s mother was a woman from the
weh spoke to Moses in Egypt, 29 he said, “I
land of Canaan. They also were ancestors
am Yahweh. You must tell the king everyof clans that have those same names.
thing that I say to you.” 30 But Moses said
16
These are the names of the sons of Levi, to Yahweh, “Please listen to me. I am not
in the order in which they were born: Ger- a good speaker. So why should the king
shon, Kohath, and Merari. Levi was 137 listen to what I tell him?”
9
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Chapter 7
1

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Listen to
me. I will cause the king to see you as a
god, and Aaron will be like a prophet because he will speak for you. 2 You must tell
everything I command you to your older
brother Aaron, and he will tell it all to the
king. He must tell the king to let the Israelite people leave his land. 3 But I will
make the king stubborn. Because of this,
even though I will do many kinds of miracles here in Egypt, 4 the king will not believe what you say. Then I will punish the
people of Egypt very severely, and I will
lead the tribes of my Israelite people out
of Egypt. 5 Then, when I show my great
power to the Egyptian people and bring
the Israelite people out from among them,
they will know that I am Yahweh, the allpowerful God.”

is very stubborn. He refuses to allow my
people to go. 15 So tomorrow morning,
go to him as he is going down to the Nile
River to bathe. Wait for him on the riverbank. When he comes out of the water,
show him the staff, the one that had become a snake. 16 Say to him, ’Yahweh God,
the one we Hebrews worship, sent me to
you to tell you to let my people go in order
that they may worship him in the desert.
We told you that, but you have not listened
to us. 17 So now Yahweh says this: ”This is
the way you will know that I am Yahweh,
the all-powerful God. I am going to strike
the water that is in the Nile River with the
staff that is in my hand. When I do that,
the water will become blood. 18 Then the
ﬁsh in the Nile River will die, and the water in the river will smell bad. The Egyptians will not be able to drink water from
the river.“”’

Aaron and Moses did everything that 19 Yahweh said to Moses, “When you are
Yahweh told them to do. 7 At that time, talking to the king, say to Aaron, ‘Hold
Moses was 80 years old, and Aaron was 83 your staff out as though you were holding it over all the water in Egypt—over
years old.
the rivers, the canals, the ponds, and over
8
Yahweh said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “If
the pools of water, in order that all of it
the king says to you, ‘Show me that God
may become blood.’ When Aaron does
sent you by performing a miracle,’ then
that, there will be blood throughout Egypt,
say to Aaron, ‘Throw your staff down in
even in wooden jars and in stone jars.”
front of the king in order that it may become a snake.’ ” 10 So Aaron and Moses 20 So Aaron and Moses did what Yahweh
went to the king and did what Yahweh told told them to do. As the king and his ofthem to do. Aaron threw his staff down in ﬁcials were watching, Aaron lifted up his
front of the king and his oﬃcials, and it be- staff and then struck the water in the Nile
came a snake. 11 Then the king called his River with it. All the water in the river
sorcerers and men who did magic. They turned to blood. 21 Then all the ﬁsh died.
did the same thing, using their magic. 12 The water smelled bad, with the result
They all threw down their staffs, and the that the Egyptians could not drink water
staffs became snakes. But Aaron’s staff, from the river. Everywhere in Egypt the
which had become a snake, swallowed up water became red like blood. 22 But the
all their snakes! 13 But the king continued Egyptian men who did magic did the same
to be stubborn, just as Yahweh had said thing using their magic. So the king rehe would, and he would not believe what mained stubborn, and he would not lisAaron and Moses said.
ten to what Aaron and Moses said, just as
6

14

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”The king Yahweh said would happen.
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king turned and went back to his palace,
and he did not think any more about it.
24
All the Egyptians dug into the ground
near the Nile River to get water to drink
because they could not drink the water
from the river.
25

Then one week passed after Yahweh
turned the water in the Nile River into
blood.

Chapter 8
1

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Go back to
the king and tell him, ’Yahweh says that
you must let my people go in order that
they can worship me in the desert. 2 But
if you do not let them go, I will punish you
by sending frogs to cover your country. 3
Not only will the Nile River be full of frogs,
but also the frogs will come up out of the
river into your house. They will come into
your bedroom and onto your bed. They
will be in the houses of your leaders and
all the rest of your people. They will even
get into your ovens and your pans for mixing the materials for baking bread. 4 The
frogs will jump up on you, your oﬃcials,
and on all the rest of your people.’”
5

Yahweh also said to Moses, “Say this to
Aaron: ‘Hold your staff in your hand and
stretch it out as though you were stretching it over the river, the canals, and the
pools, and cause frogs to come up from
all this water and to cover the land of
Egypt.’ ” 6 After Moses told that to him,
Aaron stretched out his hand as though
he were stretching it over all the water
in Egypt. Then the frogs came up from
the water and covered Egypt. 7 But the
men who did magic did the same thing,
and they caused more frogs to come up
from the water onto the land. 8 Then the
king called Moses and said, “Ask Yahweh
to take away these frogs from me and my

people. After that happens, I will allow
your people to go to worship Yahweh.” 9
Moses said to the king, “I will be glad to
pray for you, for your oﬃcials, and for the
rest of your people. I will ask Yahweh to
get rid of the frogs from all your houses.
The only frogs left will be those in the Nile
River. Just tell me when I should pray.” 10
The king replied, “Tomorrow.” So Moses
said, ”I will do what you say, and then
you will know that Yahweh God, the one
we worship, is the only true god, and that
there is no other god like him. 11 The frogs
will leave you, your oﬃcials, and all the
rest of your people. The only ones left will
be in the Nile River.”
12

Then Moses and Aaron left the king.
Moses prayed to Yahweh, asking him to
take away all the frogs he had brought
13
to the king’s land.
Yahweh did just
what Moses asked him to do. As a result,
all the frogs in the houses, in their courtyards, and in their ﬁelds died. 14 The people gathered together all the dead frogs
into big piles, and the land smelled very
bad. 15 But when the king saw that the
problem was ended, he became stubborn
again. Just as Yahweh had said would happen, the king did not do what Aaron and
Moses told him.
16

Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell Aaron
to strike the ground with his staff. When
he does that, all the ﬁne particles of earth
will become gnats all over the land of
Egypt.” 17 Moses and Aaron obeyed Yahweh. Aaron struck the ground with his
staff, and all over Egypt the ﬁne particles of earth became gnats. The gnats
covered the people and all their animals.
18
The men who worked magic tried to
cause gnats to appear, but they could not
do it. So the gnats stayed on the people
and on their animals. 19 The men who
worked magic said to the king, “It is God
who has done this with his power!” But
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the king continued to be stubborn, and ple go to offer sacriﬁces to Yahweh, your
he would not pay attention to what Aaron god, in the desert. But you must not go
and Moses said, just as Yahweh had said. very far. Now pray for me!” 29 Moses
said, “Listen to me! After I leave you, I will
20
Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Get up pray to Yahweh, asking that tomorrow he
early tomorrow morning. Go down to the will cause the swarms of ﬂies to leave you,
river and wait for the king. When he your oﬃcials, and the rest of your people.
comes to bathe, say to him, ’This is what But do not lie to us again by refusing to
Yahweh says to you: ”Let my people go, let our people go to offer sacriﬁces to Yahin order that they may worship me in the weh!”
desert. 21 I warn you that if you do not let 30
Then Moses left the king and prayed
my people go, I will send swarms of ﬂies
to
Yahweh. 31 Yahweh did what Moses
to you. They will come on you, on your
oﬃcials, and on the rest of your people. asked. He got rid of the swarms of ﬂies
The houses of all you Egyptians will be full from around the king, his oﬃcials, and the
32
of ﬂies. They will even cover the ground rest of his people. No ﬂies remained.
22
on which you will be standing.
But But the king was stubborn this time also,
when that happens, I will treat the region and he did not allow the Israelite people
of Goshen differently, because my people to go.
live there. There will be no swarms of
ﬂies there. In that way, you will know that
I, Yahweh, am doing these things here in
this land. 23 I will show you how I act
toward my people and how I act toward 1 Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Go to the
your people. This miracle is going to hap- king and say to him, ’This is what Yahweh,
pen tomorrow¡‘”’
the one we Hebrews worship, says: ”Al-

Chapter 9

24

Early the next morning, Moses told that
to the king, but the king would not listen. So Yahweh did what he said he would
do. He sent great swarms of ﬂies into the
palace of the king and into the houses of
his oﬃcials. The whole country of Egypt
was ruined by the ﬂies. 25 Then the king
called Aaron and Moses and said, “You Israelite people can go and worship your
god, but you must do it here in this land.”
26
But Moses replied, ”It would not be right
for us to do that because we will offer sacriﬁces that are very offensive to the Egyptian people. If we offer sacriﬁces that the
Egyptian people do not like, they will kill
us by throwing stones at us! 27 We need to
travel for three days into the wilderness.
There we will offer sacriﬁces to Yahweh,
the God we worship, just as he commands
us.” 28 So the king said, “I will let your peo-

low my people to go, in order that they
may worship me. 2 If you still refuse to
let them go, 3 I warn you that I will punish
you with my power by sending a terrible
disease on all your livestock to make them
sick and die—on your horses, on your donkeys, on your camels, on your cattle, and
on your ﬂocks of sheep and goats. 4 But
I, Yahweh, will not treat the livestock that
belongs to the Israelite people the same as
yours. You will see that none of the livestock that belongs to the Israelite people
will die.” 5 Tell Pharaoh that I will do this
thing in the land tomorrow.“”’
6

The next day Yahweh did what he said
that he would do. A terrible disease came
upon all of the Egyptians’ livestock, and all
of the livestock died. But none of the Israelite livestock died. 7 The king sent men
to look at what happened, and they were
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surprised to see that none of the Israelite
animals had died. But after they told that
to the king, he continued to be stubborn,
and he did not let the Israelite people go.
8

Then Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses,
”Take a few handfuls of ashes from a furnace. Moses will throw them up into the
air in front of the king. 9 The ashes will
spread all over the country of Egypt like
ﬁne dust. Everywhere in the land, the
ashes will cause boils to be upon both the
Egyptian people and their animals.” 10 So
they got some ashes and went and stood in
front of the king. Moses threw the ashes
up into the air. The ashes spread all over,
causing boils to be upon both the Egyptian
people and their animals. All the boils became open sores. 11 Even the men who
worked magic had boils. Because of this,
they were not able to face Moses because
the men who worked magic had boils just
like all the rest of the Egyptian people. 12
But Yahweh caused the king to continue
to be stubborn. He did not pay any attention to what Moses and Aaron said, just as
Yahweh had told Moses would happen.
13

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Get up
early tomorrow morning. Go and stand
in front of the king and tell him that Yahweh God, the one whom the Hebrew people worship, says this: ’Let my people go
in order that they may worship me in the
wilderness. 14 If you do not let them go,
this time I will punish with disasters, not
only your oﬃcials and the rest of your people, but also you yourself in order that you
might know there is no god like me anywhere in the world. 15 By this time I could
have used my power to strike you and
your people with terrible diseases that
would have killed you all. 16 But I have
let you live. The reason I have let you live
is to show you my power so that people
all over the earth will know how great I
am. 17 You are still acting proudly and

18
refusing to let my people go.
So listen to this: About this time tomorrow I
will cause large balls of ice to fall in Egypt.
From the time Egypt ﬁrst became a nation,
there has never been an ice storm as bad
as this one will be. 19 So you should send a
message to all people to put under shelter
their cattle and everything else that they
own that is out in the ﬁelds. The ice will
fall on every person and every animal that
is out in the ﬁelds and that is not brought
under a shelter, and they will all die.’” So
Moses did what Yahweh said.
20

Some of the king’s oﬃcials who heard
what Yahweh had said became very
afraid. So they brought all their animals
and their slaves under shelters. 21 But
those who did not listen to what Yahweh
had said left their slaves and their an22
imals in the ﬁelds.
Then Yahweh
said to Moses, “Raise your hand up toward the sky, in order that balls of ice
may fall all over the land of Egypt—on the
people, on their animals, and on all the
plants in the ﬁelds.” 23 So Moses lifted
his staff up toward the sky. And Yahweh
sent down balls of ice all over the land
of Egypt. There was also thunder and
lightning. 24 While large balls of ice were
falling, there was thunder, and lightning
struck the ground. There had never been
an ice storm like that since Egypt ﬁrst be25
came a country.
The ice struck everything that was in the ﬁelds all over
Egypt—every person and every animal.
The ice destroyed the plants in the ﬁelds
and stripped the leaves off the trees. 26
Only in the region of Goshen, where the
Israelite people were living, was there no
ice.
27

Then the king sent someone to summon
Aaron and Moses. He said to them, ”This
time I admit that I have sinned. What Yahweh has done is right, and what I and my
people have done is wrong. 28 Pray to Yah-
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weh! We cannot take any more of this 3 So Aaron and Moses went to the king and
thunder and ice! I will let your people said to him, ”Yahweh God, the one whom
go; they do not have to stay in Egypt any we Hebrews worship, says this, ’How long
longer.”
will you stubbornly refuse to do what I tell
29
Moses replied, ”As soon as I go out of you? Let my people go in order that they
4
If
this city, I will lift up my hands and pray to may worship me in the wilderness!
you
do
not
let
them
go,
I
warn
you
that
Yahweh. Then the thunder will cease, and
no more ice will fall. This will happen in tomorrow I5 will bring locusts into your
They will cover the ground
order that you will know that Yahweh, not country.
so
that
you
will
not even be able to see
your gods, controls everything that happens on the earth. 30 But as for you and it. They will eat everything that the ice
your oﬃcials, I know that you do not yet storm did not destroy. They will eat everything that is left on the trees that is still
fear Yahweh God.”
growing. 6 They will ﬁll your houses and
31
When the ice fell, the ﬂax was ruined be- the houses of all your oﬃcials and of all
cause the blossoms were forming, and the the rest of the Egyptians. There will be
barley was ruined because its grain was more locusts than you or your parents or
ripe. 32 But none of the wheat was ruined, your grandparents have ever seen from
because its shoots were still very small.
the time your ancestors ﬁrst came to this
33
So Moses left the king and went outside land until now!’” Then Moses, along with
the city. He lifted up his hands toward Aaron, turned and left the king.
Yahweh and prayed. Then the thunder 7
The king’s oﬃcials said to him, “How
and the ice storm stopped, and the rain
long
is this man going to bring bad things
also stopped falling on the land of Egypt.
34
But when the king saw that the rain, the upon us? Let the Israelites go in order that
ice storm, and the thunder had stopped, they may worship Yahweh, their god. Do
that this man has
he sinned again. He and his oﬃcials con- you not yet understand
8
tinued to be stubborn. 35 So, just as Yah- ruined Egypt?” So they brought Aaron
weh had predicted by what he told Moses, and Moses back to the king. He said to
the king did not allow the Israelite people them, “All right, you can go and worship
Yahweh, your god. But who are the ones
to leave.
who will go?” 9 Moses replied, “We all
need to go, everyone, including those who
are young and those who are old. We need
to take our sons, our daughters, and our
ﬂocks of sheep, goats, and herds of live1
Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Go to the stock because we must have a festival to
king again. I have made him and his of- honor Yahweh.”
ﬁcials stubborn. I have done so in order
that I may have a good reason to do all 10 So the king replied, ”I never want Yahthese miracles among them. 2 I have also weh to help you, and I myself will never
done so in order that you would be able let you take your children and your wives
to tell your children and your grandchil- with you! It is clear that you are planning
dren how I caused the Egyptians to act not to return. 11 So, no, I will not let you all
very foolishly when I performed all these go. The Israelite men may go and worship
miracles. Then all of you will know that I Yahweh if that is what you want.” Then
am Yahweh God.”
the king drove Moses and Aaron from his

Chapter 10
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palace.
12

Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Reach out
your hand as though you were stretching
it over the land to welcome the locusts.
They will come to the country of Egypt
and eat every plant that is left in the land,
every plant that the ice storm did not destroy.”
13

So Moses held out his staff as though he
were stretching it over the whole land of
Egypt. Then Yahweh caused a strong wind
to blow from the east, and it blew over
the land all that day and all that night. By
the next morning, it had brought the lo14
custs.
The locusts swarmed all over
Egypt. The swarm of locusts was larger
than any that had ever been seen in Egypt,
and there will never be a swarm of locusts
like that again in the land. 15 They covered
the surface of the ground and made it appear black. They ate all the plants in the
land and everything on the trees that had
not been destroyed by the ice storm. Nothing that was green was left on any plant or
on any tree anywhere in Egypt.
16

The king quickly called Aaron and
Moses and said, ”I have sinned against
Yahweh, your god, and against you two. 17
So now I ask you to forgive me this one
time for having sinned. Please pray to Yahweh, your god, to take away this terrible
disaster that will cause us all to die.”
18

may be darkness over all the land of Egypt,
a darkness so complete that people will
have to feel around to know where to
walk.” 22 So Moses reached his hand toward the sky, and it became very dark all
over Egypt for three days and nights. 23
People could not see each other. No one
left his house during that whole time. But
there was light in the area where the Israelite people lived.
24

The king called Moses and said, “All
right, you may go and worship Yahweh.
Your wives and your children may go with
you. But your ﬂocks of sheep and goats
and your herds of cattle must remain
here.” 25 But Moses replied, ”No, you must
let us take along the sheep and goats in order that we may have some of them to sacriﬁce and give as burnt offerings to Yahweh, our God. 26 Our livestock must also
go with us; we are not going to leave one
animal behind. We must take them to worship Yahweh. We will not know which animals to sacriﬁce until we get to where we
are going.”
27

But Yahweh made the king continue to
be stubborn. The king would not let the
Israelite people go. 28 The king said to
Moses and Aaron, “Get out of here! Make
sure that you never come to see me again!
The day you see me again, I will have you
killed!” 29 Moses replied, “You are correct!
You will never see me again!”

So Moses and Aaron left the king, and
Moses prayed to Yahweh. 19 Then Yahweh changed the wind so that it blew
strongly from the west, and it blew all the
locusts into the Sea of Reeds. There was
not one locust left anywhere in the coun- 1 Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”I will bring
one more disaster on the king of Egypt and
try of Egypt.
on all his people. After that, he will let
20
But Yahweh made the king stubborn
you leave. In fact, he will chase you out of
again, and the king did not let the Israelite
Egypt. 2 So now, speak to all the Israelite
people go.
people. Tell them to ask all their Egyptian
21
Yahweh said to Moses, “Reach your neighbors, both men and women, to give
hand up toward the sky in order that there them their silver and gold jewelry.” 3 Yah-
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weh made the Egyptians highly respect
the Israelite people. In fact, the king’s oﬃcials and all the rest of the people thought
that Moses was a very great man.
4

Then Moses went to the king and said,
”This is what Yahweh says: ’About midnight tonight I will go through Egypt, 5
and I will cause all the ﬁrstborn sons to
die. From the king’s oldest son to the oldest son of the slave woman who grinds
grain, and the oldest son of everyone else.
I will also kill the oldest males of your livestock. 6 When that happens, people all
over Egypt will lament loudly. They will
lament more loudly than they ever have
lamented before and more than they ever
will again. 7 But among the Israelite people it will be so quiet that not even a dog
will bark! Then you will know for sure
that I, Yahweh, am treating the Egyptians
differently from the Israelites.’ 8 Then
all these oﬃcials of yours will come and
bow down before me and will say, ‘Please
get out of Egypt, you and all the Israelite
people!’ After that, we will leave Egypt!”
When Moses had said that, he left the king
very angrily.
9

Then Yahweh said to Moses, “The king
will not listen to what you say. So I
will perform more miracles in the land of
Egypt.”
10

Aaron and Moses did all these miracles
in front of the king, but Yahweh made the
king stubborn. The king did not let the Israelite people leave his land.

Chapter 12
1

Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses in
Egypt, 2 ”From now on, this month will
be the ﬁrst month of the year for you Is3
raelites.
Tell all the Israelite people
that in each family, the man who heads
the family must take a lamb or a young

goat for his household. 4 If there are not
enough people in his family to eat a whole
cooked lamb, then his family and the family that lives next door may share one animal. Decide how many lambs you need
according to the number of people in each
family and according to how much each
person can eat. 5 The lambs or goats that
you choose must be males, one year olds,
and they must not have any defects. 6 You
must take special care of these animals until the fourteenth day of the month. On
that day, all the Israelite people must kill
the lambs or goats in the evening. 7 Then
they must take some of the blood from
the lambs or goats, and they must smear
it on the two doorposts and on the tops
of the doorframes of the houses in which
they will eat the meat. 8 They must roast
the animals immediately and eat the meat
that night. They must eat it with bitter
herbs and with bread that is baked without yeast. 9 You must not eat any of the
meat raw, and you must not boil the meat.
You must roast it whole without cutting off
the head or the legs or without removing
the internal parts. 10 You must eat all the
meat that evening; do not let any of the
meat remain to be eaten the next morning.
If any of the meat is left the next morning, you must burn it all. 11 When you
eat it, you must be dressed ready to travel.
You must have your sandals on your feet
and your walking staff in your hands. You
must eat it hurriedly. It will be a festival called Passover to honor me, Yahweh.
12
On that night I will go through all the
land of Egypt, and I will kill all the oldest
males in Egypt, both humans and animals.
By doing this, I will punish all the gods in
Egypt. It is I, Yahweh God, who am speaking to you! 13 The blood that you smear
on the doorways will be a mark to show
me the houses in which you Israelites live.
When I see the blood, I will pass over those
houses, and I will not harm the people
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who live there when I come to punish the blood. Then wipe some of the blood on the
Egyptians.
top of the doorframe and on the doorposts
of your houses. The people in each house
14
Each year, you must celebrate this festimust stay inside the house until the next
val on this day to remember what I, Yahmorning. 23 When Yahweh goes through
weh, have done for you. In all the generEgypt to kill the oldest male in each Egypations to come, each year you must celetian family, he will see the blood on your
brate this festival. It must continue fordoorframes, and he will pass over those
15
ever.
For seven days you must eat
houses. He will not allow the angel who
bread that has no yeast in it. On the ﬁrst
causes people to die to enter your houses
day of that week, you must get rid of all the
and kill your oldest sons. 24 You and your
yeast that is in your houses. During those
descendants must celebrate this ritual forseven days, if anyone eats bread that is
ever. 25 When you arrive in the land that
baked with yeast in it, you must drive that
Yahweh will give to you as he promised,
person out from your people. 16 On the
you must keep celebrating this ritual evﬁrst day of that week, you must have a
26
ery year.
When your children ask
holy meeting. You must do the same thing
you, ‘What does this ritual mean?’ 27 you
on the seventh day. People must not work
must tell them, ’This ritual is to remember
on those two days. The only work they
how your ancestors sacriﬁced lambs on
may do is to prepare food for you to eat.
the night that Yahweh’s angel passed over
17
Every year you must keep celebrating the houses of the Israelite people when
this Festival of Unleavened Bread because they were in Egypt. He killed the oldest
it will remind you that it was on this day males in all the Egyptian houses, but he
that I brought your tribes out of the land did not kill the sons in our houses.” After
of Egypt. So every year, in all the genera- Moses told them this, the people all bowed
28
tions to come, you must celebrate this day their heads and worshiped Yahweh.
as a festival. It must continue forever. 18 Then the Israelite people did exactly what
In the ﬁrst month of the year, on the four- Yahweh told Aaron and Moses to tell them
teenth day of that month, the only bread to do.
you may eat is bread that has no yeast in
29
At midnight Yahweh killed all the oldest
it. You must keep doing that each day until
19
sons
of the Egyptian people, all over Egypt.
the twenty-ﬁrst day of that month.
For
those seven days you must not have any This included the king’s oldest son, the oldyeast in your house. During that time, if est sons of the prisoners in the dungeons,
anyone, either an Israelite or a foreigner, and the oldest sons of everyone else. He
eats bread made with yeast, that person also killed the oldest males of all the Egyp30
That night the king, all
will no longer be an Israelite. 20 In your tians’ livestock.
houses, do not eat anything that has yeast his oﬃcials, and all the rest of the Egyptian people awoke and discovered what
in it during those seven days.”
had happened. They wailed loudly all
21
Then Moses summoned all the leaders over Egypt because in every house someof the Israelite people. He said to them, one’s son had died.
”Each family should select a lamb and kill
it, in order that you may eat it to celebrate 31 That night the king called Aaron and
the festival that will be called ‘Passover.’ Moses and said, ”Get up, you and all the
22
Let the lamb’s blood drain into a bowl. other Israelite people, and leave my counGet a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the try now! Go and worship Yahweh, as you
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requested! 32 Take your ﬂocks of sheep night that is dedicated to Yahweh, a night
and goats and herds of cattle, and leave! when the Israelite people in every generaAnd ask Yahweh to bless me, also!”
tion remember how Yahweh kept their ancestors safe.
33
The Egyptians asked the Israelite peo43
Then Yahweh said to Moses and Aaron,
ple to leave their country quickly. They
”These
are my instructions about the
said, “If you do not do that, we will all
34
die!”
So the Israelite people prepared Passover ritual: Do not let foreigners eat
44
to leave at once. They took the bowls the Passover meal. But any male slaves
in which they mixed the dough to make that you have bought may eat it after you
45
Do not let
bread and the dough that was in the bowls have circumcised them.
people
who
are
living
among
you
that are
without any yeast in it, and they wrapped
the bowls in their cloaks. They put the not Israelites, or servants whom you pay
bowls on their shoulders and left. 35 Then money to and who stay only for a while,
46
Each family
the Israelite people did as Moses told them. eat the Passover meal.
They went to their Egyptian neighbors must eat the Passover meal inside its own
and asked them for silver and gold jew- house. Do not take any of the food outside
elry and clothing. 36 Yahweh caused the the house. Do not break the bones of the
47
All the Israelite people must celeEgyptian people to greatly respect the Is- lamb.
brate
this
festival. 48 When someone from
raelite people, so they gave them what
they asked for. In that way, the Israelites another country comes to live with you
carried away the wealth of the Egyptian and wants to celebrate the Passover festival, circumcise all the males in his housepeople.
hold. Then he can eat the Passover meal,
37
The Israelite people walked from the and you should treat that man as though
city of Rameses to the town of Succoth. he had been born an Israelite. But do
There were about 600,000 men who went, not allow men who have not been circumin addition to the women and children. cised to eat the Passover meal. 49 These
38
Many other people who were not Is- rules apply to people who were born as Israelites went along with them. There was raelites and to foreigners who come and
also a large amount of livestock, including live among you.”
ﬂocks of sheep and goats and herds of cat- 50
All the Israelite people obeyed Moses
tle. 39 On their way, they baked bread with
did what Yahweh had comthe dough that they carried with them and Aaron and
51
manded.
On
that very day, Yahweh
when they had been told to leave Egypt.
The dough did not have yeast in it because brought all the tribes of the Israelite peothey were told to leave Egypt so quickly ple out of Egypt.
that they did not have enough time to get
food ready to take with them or enough
time to mix yeast in the dough.

Chapter 13

40

The Israelite people had lived in Egypt
for 430 years. 41 On the day that those
430 years ended, on that very day, all the
tribes of Yahweh’s people left Egypt. 42
It was a night when the Israelites stayed
awake as Yahweh brought them out of
Egypt. So this same night every year is a

1

Yahweh said to Moses, 2 “Set apart all the
ﬁrstborn males in order that they may belong to me. The ﬁrstborn males of the Israelite people and of their animals will be
mine.”

3
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this day! This is the day that you left Egypt.
This is the day you were freed from being their slaves. Yahweh has brought you
out of Egypt by his great power. Do not
eat any bread that has yeast in it whenever you celebrate this day. 4 You are leaving Egypt on this day which is the ﬁrst
day of the month of Aviv. 5 Later, when
Yahweh brings you into the land where
the descendants of Canaan, Heth, Amor,
Hiv, and Jebus now live, the land that he
promised to give to you, a land that will be
very good for raising livestock and growing crops, you must celebrate this festival
6
in this month every year.
For seven
days the bread that you eat must not have
any yeast in it. On the seventh day there
must be a festival to honor Yahweh. 7 Do
not eat bread that has yeast in it for seven
days. You should not have any yeast or
bread made with yeast anywhere in your
land. 8 On the day the festival starts, you
must tell your children, ‘We are doing this
to remember what Yahweh did for our ancestors when they left Egypt.’ 9 This ritual will remind you how Yahweh brought
your ancestors out of Egypt with his great
power. The ritual will be like something
you tie on your forehead or on your wrist.
It will remind you to recite to others what
Yahweh has instructed you. 10 So you must
celebrate this festival every year at the
time Yahweh has appointed.

In the future, when one of your children
asks, ‘What does this mean?’ you must
say to him, ’Yahweh brought our ancestors out of Egypt with his great power, and
freed us from being slaves there. 15 The
king of Egypt did not let them leave his
land, so Yahweh killed all the ﬁrstborn
males in Egypt, both the boys and the ﬁrstborn of their livestock. That is why we
now sacriﬁce to Yahweh all the ﬁrstborn
of our livestock, but we buy back our own
ﬁrstborn sons.’ 16 This will remind you
about how Yahweh brought our ancestors
out of Egypt by his great power; it will be
like something you tie on your wrist or on
your forehead to remind you of that.”
17

When the king of Egypt let the Israelite people go, God did not lead them
to go through the land of the Philistines.
That was a shorter road, but God said,
“It would be bad if my people changed
their minds when they realized that they
will have to ﬁght the Philistines to take
their land. Then they would decide to
go back to Egypt.” 18 Instead, God led
them to go around through the wilderness
toward the Sea of Reeds. When the Israelite people left Egypt, they were carrying weapons to ﬁght their enemies.
19

Moses had them take along the bones
of Joseph with them because Joseph long
ago had made the Israelite people promise
that they would do that. He had said to
11
Yahweh will bring you into the land
them, “God will rescue your descendants
where the descendants of Canaan live, as
out of Egypt. When that happens, you
he promised to you and your ancestors
must carry my bones with you.”
that he would do. When he gives that land
to you, 12 you must give to Yahweh the 20 The Israelite people left Succoth and
ﬁrstborn males of all your animals. These walked to Etham at the edge of the wilderall will belong to Yahweh. 13 You may keep ness, and they set up their tents there.
the ﬁrstborn male donkeys, but you must 21 When they walked during the daytime,
buy them back by killing a lamb in the Yahweh went in front of them in a tall
place of the donkey. If you do not want white cloud to show them the way. Durto buy back the donkey, you must kill it ing the night, he went in front of them in
by breaking its neck. You must buy back a tall cloud that looked like a ﬁre. By doevery one of your own ﬁrstborn sons. 14 ing this, he enabled them to travel in the
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daytime and also at nighttime. 22 The tall
cloud did not leave them. It was always in
front of them, as a bright white cloud in
the daytime and like a tall column of ﬁre
in the night.

Chapter 14
1

Then Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”Tell the
Israelite people to turn around and go
back and set up their tents in front of Pi
Hahiroth. That town is between Migdol
and the sea, near Baal Zephon. Set up
your tents there close to the sea. 3 When
the king knows you have done that, he
will think, ‘The Israelite people are confused. They are wandering around, and
the desert blocks their path.’ 4 But I will
make the king stubborn again, and he will
take his army and come after you. Then
my people will praise me for winning a
victory over the king and his army, and
the Egyptians will know that I am Yahweh.” So Moses told the Israelites that, and
they did what he told them to do.
5

10

When the king’s army got near, the
Israelite people were surprised to see
that the Egyptians were marching toward
them. They were terriﬁed, so they cried
out to Yahweh to help them. 11 Then they
said to Moses, ”Certainly you did not think
that there was not enough room in Egypt
for us to be buried. So why did you bring
us here to die in this wilderness? Look
what you have done to us by bringing us
out of Egypt! 12 That is what we told you
when we were in Egypt. We said, ‘Leave
us alone, and let us work for the Egyptians.’ It would have been better for us
to be slaves for the Egyptians than to die
here in the desert!”
13

Moses said to the people, ”Do not be
afraid! Stand strong and see how Yahweh
will rescue you. He will save you today,
and the result will be that the Egyptians
that you are looking at today—you will
never see them again. 14 Yahweh will ﬁght
for you! Just stay calm. There is nothing
else that you will have to do.”
15

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”You must
not call out to me for help any longer in
this situation. Instead, tell the people to go
forward. 16 Lift up your staff and stretch it
out as though you were stretching it over
the sea. The water will move away so that
the Israelite people can go in the middle of
the sea, walking on dry ground between
the walls of water on each side. 17 I will
make the Egyptians stubborn so that they
will try to follow the Israelites. Then because of what I will do to the king, his
army, his chariots, and his horsemen, my
people will praise me. 18 When I have won
a glorious victory over the king, his chariots, and his horsemen, the other Egyptians will know that I am Yahweh, the God
who can do anything.”

When someone told the king that the Israelite people had left during the night, he
and his leaders changed their minds and
said, “What have we done? The Israelite
people will no longer be our slaves!” 6
So the king got his chariot and his army
ready. 7 Then he selected six hundred
of the best chariots, and in each chariot
he placed a driver, a soldier, and a commander, and they left. 8 Yahweh made
the king of Egypt stubborn, so he and his
army went to pursue the Israelites. The
Israelites marched out with conﬁdence.
9
The Egyptian army, with all the king’s
horses and chariots and horsemen, went
after the Israelites. They caught up with
them as they were camped near the sea 19 Then the angel of God, who had been
close to Pi Hahiroth, in front of Baal in front of the Israelite people, moved and
went behind them. The tall, bright cloud
Zephon.
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that had been in front of them also moved
behind them 20 until it was between the
Egyptian army and the Israelite people.
The cloud caused the Egyptian army to
be in the darkness, but it gave light for
the Israelites. As a result, neither group
could come near the other group during
the whole night.

being like two walls, one on the right side
and one on the left side.
30

That is the way Yahweh saved the Israelite people from the Egyptian army
on that day. The Israelite people saw
the Egyptians lying dead. Their bodies
washed up on the shore. 31 The Israelites
saw what Yahweh did to the Egyptians by
21
That evening, Moses stretched out his his great power, and they were in awe
hand as though he were stretching it over of Yahweh. They trusted in Yahweh, and
the sea. Then Yahweh sent a strong wind they also trusted in Moses.
from the east. It blew all night and pushed
the water apart, and it caused the land between the water to dry up. 22 Then the
Israelite people went on the dry land in
the middle of the sea. The water was like 1
Then Moses and all the Israelite people
a wall on each side of them, on the right
sang a song to Yahweh. They sang,
23
side and on the left side.
Then the
Egyptian army went after them into the
”I will sing to Yahweh because he has
middle of the sea with their horses and won a great victory;
their chariots and chariot drivers. 24 Just
He has thrown the horses and their
before dawn, Yahweh looked down from
riders into the sea!
the ﬁery cloud, and then he caused the
2
Egyptian army to panic. 25 He caused the
Yahweh is the one who makes me
wheels of the chariots to get stuck in the strong, and he is the one I sing about.
ground so that they could hardly move. So
He is the one who has saved me.
the Egyptians said, “Yahweh is ﬁghting for
He is my God, and I will praise him.
the Israelites against us; let us get out of
here!”
He is the one my father worshiped,

Chapter 15

26

Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch
and I will tell others how great he is.
out your arm as though you were stretch3
Yahweh is a warrior;
ing it over the sea. Then the water will
come back on the Egyptians, on their charYahweh is his name.
iots, and their horsemen.” 27 So Moses
4
He has thrown the king’s chariots and
stretched out his arm, and, as the sun was
his army into the sea;
rising, the water returned to its normal
level. The Egyptians tried to escape, but
The king’s best oﬃcers all drowned in
Yahweh hurled them back into the sea. 28 the Sea of Reeds.
The water returned and covered the char5
The water covered them like a ﬂood;
iots, the horsemen, and the whole Egyptian army that had tried to follow the Isthey sank to the bottom like a stone.
raelites into the sea. Every one of the
6
O Yahweh, your power is immense;
Egyptians died. 29 But the Israelite peowith that power, O Yahweh, you have
ple had already crossed through the sea
by walking on dry ground, with the water crushed the enemy into pieces.
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7

14
We honor you greatly because you
The people of other nations will hear
have defeated your enemies.
what you have done,

Because you were angry with them, you
have destroyed them

and they will tremble.
The people in Philistia will be terriﬁed.

like a ﬁre burns up straw.
8

15

You blew on the sea,

The chiefs in Edom will be dismayed.

The leaders in Moab will be so afraid
that they will shake. All those who live in
Canaan will faint.

and the water piled up high;
the water stood up like two walls.

16
They will be terriﬁed and fearful beIn the deepest part of the sea the water
cause of your great strength.
became thick,
But they will be as silent as stones
as though it were frozen.
9

them

Our enemies said, ’We will go after

them,

until we, your people, march past

the people you freed from being slaves
in Egypt.

and catch up to them.
We will draw our swords

17

You will bring us into the promised
land of Canaan.

and strike them.
After we defeat them,
we will divide up everything we take
from them.’
10

But you blew on them with your
breath,

You will enable us to live on your hill,
in the place that you, Yahweh, have
chosen to be your home,

and then the sea covered them.

in the holy place, our Lord,
that you yourself will build.
18

They sank like lead in the big waves.

O Yahweh, you will rule forever!”

19
When the king’s horses and chariots
Yahweh, among their gods, there is
and horsemen tried to go through the sea,
no god like you!
Yahweh caused the water to come back
You are glorious, completely different and cover them. But the Israelite peofrom all that you made.
ple walked through the middle of the sea
on dry ground. 20 Then Miriam, who
There is no one like you!
was Aaron’s older sister and a prophetess,
Everyone fears and praises you for picked up her tambourine, and went out
all the miracles you do!
dancing with all the other women who
12
When you stretched out your right had tambourines. 21 Miriam sang to Yahweh this song:
hand,
11

the earth swallowed up our enemies!

”Sing to Yahweh

because he has triumphed gloriously
You never stop loving us, the people
over his enemies.
that you have rescued;
13

He has thrown the horses and their ridwith your power you are leading us
ers into the sea.”
to the land where you yourself live.
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Then Moses led the Israelite people
away from the Sea of Reeds. They went
to the wilderness of Shur. They walked
for three days, but they could not ﬁnd any
water. 23 So they went on and came to
a place named Marah. There was water
there, but they could not drink it because
it was bitter. That is why they named the
place Marah, which is the Hebrew word
that means ‘bitter.’ 24 The people complained to Moses, saying, “What are we
going to drink?” 25 So Moses prayed to
Yahweh. Then Yahweh showed him a tree.
So he took one of the branches and threw
it into the water, and the water became
good to drink. There at Marah, Yahweh
gave them a ﬁxed rule by which to live. He
also tested them there to determine if they
would obey him. 26 He said, “I am Yahweh, your God. If you will obey me when
I speak to you and do those things that are
right to me, and listen to all the things that
I tell you, I will keep you from all the diseases that I brought on the Egyptians. Do
not forget that I am Yahweh, the one who
heals you.”

4

Yahweh said to Moses, ”Listen to what I
am going to do. I am going to send something from the sky that will take the place
of bread for you. When I do that, the
people must go out of their tents every
day and gather enough to eat on that day.
When I do that, I will ﬁnd out whether
they will obey me or not. 5 On the sixth
day after I start doing that, they will be
able to gather twice as much as on the
other days and not have to gather any on
the seventh day. Then they can prepare it
to eat it.”
6

So Aaron and Moses said to all the
Israelite people, ”This evening you will
know that it was Yahweh, not us, who
brought you out of Egypt. 7 Tomorrow
morning you will see how great Yahweh
is because he has heard how you have
complained against him. He is the one
to whom you have really complained because we are just his servants.” 8 Then
Moses also said, “Each evening Yahweh
will give you meat to eat, and each morning he will give you something that will
take the place of bread because he has
27
After they left Marah, they came to a heard what you have complained about.
place named Elim. There were twelve Yahweh is the one to whom you have resprings of water and seventy palm trees ally complained, not us. We are just his
there. So they camped there.
servants.”
9

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Tell all the
Israelite people, ‘Come and stand here in
the presence of Yahweh because he has
heard what you have been complaining
1
They left Elim, and all the Israelite peoabout.’ ”
ple came to the wilderness of Sin between
Elim and Sinai Mountain. That was on the 10 So Aaron told them that. As Aaron
ﬁfteenth day of the second month after was talking to all the Israelite people, they
they left Egypt. 2 There in the wilderness, looked toward the desert and were surthe Israelite people complained against prised to see the dazzling light of Yahweh
Aaron and Moses. 3 They said to them, in the cloud that had been leading them.
“We wish that Yahweh had killed us in 11 Then Yahweh said to Moses, 12 “I have
Egypt! There we had meat to eat and all heard what the Israelite people have been
the bread that we wanted. But you have complaining about. So say to them, ‘At
brought us into this desert in order that twilight, you will have meat to eat, and
tomorrow morning you will have somewe will all starve to death!”

Chapter 16
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thing that will take the place of bread. You
will have all you want of it to eat. Then
you will know that I am Yahweh, your
God.’ ”
13

That evening quails appeared, and
there were so many that they covered the
campsite. The next morning there was
something like small drops of water all
around the campsite. 14 When the water
dried up, on the ground there was a thin
layer of something that looked like small
white ﬂakes. It looked like ice laying on
the ground. 15 When the Israelite people
saw it, since they had never seen it before and did not know what it was, they
said to each other, “What is it?” Moses
replied to them, ”It is something Yahweh
has given you to eat, to take the place of
bread. 16 This is what Yahweh has commanded: Each of you should gather as
much as you need to eat. Gather two liters
for each person who lives in your tents.”
17

So that is what the Israelite people did.
Some gathered more and some gathered
less. 18 But when they measured what
they had gathered, those who had gathered a lot did not have anything left over.
Those who had gathered less still had
enough to eat. Each person gathered just
enough.
19

the leaders of the people came to Moses
and told him about that, 23 Moses said to
them, “This is what Yahweh has told you:
Tomorrow will be a day for you to rest. It
will be a day for Yahweh. So today, bake or
boil what you will need for today and for
tomorrow. Whatever is left this evening,
you should put aside and keep it to eat tomorrow.”
24

So they did what Moses told them. What
was left over, they kept until the next day.
It did not spoil and did not get maggots
in it! 25 On that day, Moses said, ”Eat today what you have saved from yesterday
because today is a day of rest to Yahweh.
Today you will not ﬁnd any of that food
outside. 26 Every week, you must gather
it for six days; but on the seventh day,
which will be a day of rest for you, you will
not ﬁnd any.” 27 On the seventh day, some
of the people went outside their tents to
gather some of that food, but there was
none. 28 Then Yahweh told Moses to say
this to the people: ”Yahweh is angry because for a long time you people have refused to do all the things that he has told
you to do! 29 Listen! Yahweh has given
you a day of rest. So on the sixth day of
each week, he will be giving you enough
of this food for two days. Each of you
should stay in his tent and do no work on
the seventh day!” 30 So the people rested
on the seventh day.

Moses said to them, “Do not leave any
of it to eat tomorrow morning!” 20 Some
of them did not pay any attention to what
Moses said. They kept some of it until 31 The Israelite people called this food
the next morning. However, it was full of ‘manna,’ which sounds like the Hebrew
maggots and smelled rotten. That made word that means ‘what is it?’ It looked
Moses angry.
white, like the color of coriander seeds,
and it tasted like thin wafers made with
21
Each morning they gathered as much as
honey. 32 Moses said, “This is what Yahthey needed. Later, when the sun got hot,
weh has told you: ‘You must keep two
what was left on the ground melted.
liters of it for all future generations so that
22
On the sixth day after they started gath- they can see the food that took the place of
ering it, each person was able to gather bread that I gave to your ancestors when
33
And
four liters, which was twice as much as I brought them out of Egypt.’ ”
they gathered on the other days. When he said to Aaron, “Take a jar, and put two
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liters of manna in it. Then put it in a place
where Yahweh can see it. It is to be kept
like that for all future generations.” 34
As Yahweh had commanded Moses, Aaron
put the jar in front of the box that contained the stone slabs on which the Ten
Commandments were written. 35 The Israelite people ate manna every day for
forty years until they came to the border
of the land of Canaan. 36 Now two liters is
a tenth of an ephah.

Chapter 17

8

1

Obeying what Yahweh commanded,
all the Israelite people moved from the
wilderness of Sin. They traveled from one
place to another. They camped at a place
called Rephidim, but there was no water
there for the people to drink. 2 So the
people complained to Moses again, saying,
“Give us water to drink!” Moses replied to
them, “Why are you speaking against me?
And why are you trying to test whether
Yahweh has the power to give you what
you need?” 3 But the people were very
thirsty, and they continued to complain to
Moses. They were saying, “Why did you
bring us up out of Egypt? Did you bring
us here to cause us and our children and
animals to die from thirst?”
4

rock.” Moses did what God had said, and
the elders were there with him when the
water ﬂowed out of the rock. 7 Moses
gave that place two names in the Hebrew
language—Masseh, which means ‘testing,’
and Meribah, which means ‘complaining.’
He gave it the name Massah because the
Israelite people were testing Yahweh, saying “Is Yahweh really among us and able
to help us, or not?” and Moses gave it the
name Meribah because they were complaining all the time to him.

So Moses prayed to Yahweh. He said,
“How shall I deal with these people? They
are almost ready to kill me by throwing
stones at me!” 5 Yahweh said to Moses,
”Lead the people and walk in front of
them. Take some of the elders of the Israelite people with you. Carry in your
hand the staff you used to strike the Nile
River. 6 Listen to me! I will stand in
front of you on top of a large rock at the
foot of Mount Sinai. Strike the rock with
your stick. When you do that, water for
the people to drink will ﬂow out of the

Then the people of Amalek came and
fought against the Israelite people at
Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose
some men to go out and ﬁght against the
people of Amalek tomorrow. I will stand
on the top of the hill, holding the staff that
God told me to carry.” 10 So Joshua obeyed
Moses. He took some men to ﬁght against
the people of Amalek. While they were
ﬁghting, Aaron, Hur, and Moses went up
to the top of the hill so that they could
see the whole battle area. 11 Whenever
Moses lifted up his arms, the Israelite men
started to win the battle; whenever he
lowered his arms, the people of Amalek
started to win. 12 But Moses’ arms became
tired. So Aaron and Hur rolled a large
stone for him to sit on. While he was sitting on it, those two held up his arms, one
man on either side of him. In that way,
they kept his arms lifted up until the sun
went down. 13 In this way Joshua and
the men with him defeated the people of
Amalek in battle. 14 Then Yahweh said
to Moses, “Write an account of this battle and then read it to Joshua. Also write
that I will completely destroy the people of
Amalek.” 15 Then Moses built a stone altar
there and named it “Yahweh is my ﬂag.” 16
He said, “A promise was made in front of
the throne of Yahweh: Yahweh will ﬁght
against the people of Amalek forever!”
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Chapter 18
1

Jethro, who was the priest for the people of Midian, and who was also Moses’
father-in-law, heard about all that God
had done for the Israelite people. He
heard about how Yahweh had brought
them out of Egypt. 2 Moses had sent
his wife Zipporah and his two sons back
home when he was returning to Egypt.
But now Jethro came to him, 3 bringing
Zipporah and her sons. One son was
named Gershom, which sounds like the
Hebrew word that means “foreigner” because Moses had said, “I have been a foreigner living in another land.” 4 Her other
son was named Eliezer, which sounds like
the Hebrew word that means “God helps
me” because Moses had said, “God, whom
my father worshiped, has helped me and
saved me from being killed by the king of
Egypt.”
5

While Moses was camped with the Israelite people in the wilderness near Sinai,
God’s holy mountain, Jethro came to him,
bringing along Moses’ wife and two sons.
6
Jethro had sent a message to Moses, “I,
your father-in-law, Jethro, am coming to
see you. I am bringing your wife and
7
her two sons!”
So Moses went out
of the campsite to meet his father-in-law.
He bowed before him and kissed him on
the cheek. They both asked each other,
“Have you been well?” Then they went
into Moses’ tent. 8 Moses told Jethro everything that Yahweh had done to the king
and all the other people in Egypt in order
to help the Israelite people. He also told
him about the troubles they had experienced on the way, and about how Yahweh
9
Jethro was happy
had helped them.
when he heard all that Yahweh had done
for the Israelite people. 10 He said, ”Praise
Yahweh, who has rescued you from the
power of the Egyptian army, and out of

the power of the king of the Egyptians
(who is called Pharaoh), and has set the Israelites free from the control of the Egyptian people! 11 Now I know that Yahweh
is greater than all other gods because he
rescued you from the power of the proud
Egyptians when they were causing you to
suffer.” 12 Then Jethro brought an animal
to sacriﬁce by burning it on the altar as an
offering, and he also offered other sacriﬁces to God. Aaron and the Israelite elders
went with them to eat a meal with Jethro
to honor God.
13

The next day, Moses sat down at the
place where he settled disputes among the
people. The people were bringing their
disputes to Moses from the morning until
the evening. 14 When Jethro saw everything that Moses was doing for the people, he said, “Why are you doing all this
for the people? Why are you doing this
by yourself, and why are all the people
standing around you from the morning
until the evening, asking you to make decisions for them?” 15 Moses replied, ”I am
doing this because the people keep coming to me to ﬁnd out what God desires.
16
When they have a dispute about something, they come to me, and they ask me
to decide which of them is right. I also tell
them all of God’s laws and instructions.”
17
Jethro said to him, ”What you are doing is not good for you or for the people.
18
You and these people will wear yourselves out! This work is too much for
you. You are not able to do it by yourself. 19 Now listen to what I will tell you
to do. If you do what I suggest, God will
help you. You should continue to speak
to God and tell him about the people’s disputes. 20 You should also teach them what
God has commanded and instructed you.
You should also explain to them how they
should conduct their lives and the things
that they should do. 21 In addition, you
should choose some other men to help
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you. Choose men who have respect for
God and who will not accept bribes. Appoint some of them to make decisions for
groups of ten people, some for groups of
ﬁfty people, some for groups of a hundred
people, and some for groups of a thousand
people. 22 Allow them to serve to settle
disputes for the people. The diﬃcult matters they can bring to you, but the matters that are not diﬃcult, they can decide
themselves. That will make the work easier for you as they help you do that work.
23
If you do that, and if God agrees, you
will be able to endure the stress, and all
the people will be able to go home peacefully with their disputes settled quickly.”

if you had been on eagles’ wings here to
me. 5 So now, if you do what I tell you
and obey all that I command you, you will
be my own people. You will be my special
possession from among all of the people,
for all the earth is mine. 6 You will be people over whom I will rule, and you will be
a kingdom where everyone will worship
me like priests, and you will be a nation
only for me.’ That is what you must tell
the Israelite people.”
7

So Moses went down the mountain and
called the elders of the people. He told
them everything that Yahweh had told
him to tell them. 8 The people all said, “We
will do everything that Yahweh has told us
24
Moses listened to his father-in-law and to do.” Then Moses climbed back up the
did all that Jethro told him. 25 Then Moses mountain and reported to Yahweh what
chose capable men from among the Is- the people had said.
raelite people and made them heads over
the people, rulers of thousands, rulers 9 Then Yahweh said to Moses “Listen careof hundreds, rulers of ﬁfties, and rulers fully. I will come to you from inside a thick
of tens. 26 Moses chose them to decide cloud. When I am speaking to you, the
about the people’s disputes. They brought people will hear it, and they will always
the diﬃcult cases to Moses, but they de- believe that you are their leader.” Then
cided the matters that were not diﬃcult Moses told Yahweh what the people said.
by themselves. 27 Then Moses said good- 10 Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Go back
bye to his father-in-law, and Jethro re- down to the people again. Tell them to
turned home.
get ready for my coming. They must purify themselves today and tomorrow, and
wash their clothes, too. 11 They must do
that to be ready on the third day. On that
day I will come down to Mount Sinai to
where all the people can see me. 12 You
1
In the third month after leaving Egypt, must make a boundary around the base
they came to the wilderness of Sinai. 2 Af- of the mountain, and tell them, ‘Be sure
ter they left Rephidim, they came to the that you do not climb the mountain or
wilderness of Sinai, and they set up their even go near it. Anyone who even touches
tents at the base of the mountain. 3 Moses the base of the mountain must be killed.’
climbed up the mountain to talk with God. 13 Do not let anyone touch any person
Yahweh called to him from the top of the or any animal that touches the mountain.
mountain and said, ”This is what I want You must kill any person or animal that
you to say to the Israelite people, the de- touches the mountain by throwing stones
scendants of Jacob, 4 ‘You have seen what at it or shooting it with arrows. But when
I did to the Egyptians. You have seen what you hear a long, loud trumpet sound, the
I did for you and how I brought you as people can come close to the base of the
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mountain.”

people to cross the boundary to come up
to me. If they cross it, I will punish
14
So Moses went down the mountain
them.” 25 So Moses went down the mounagain and told the people to purify themtain again and told the people what Yahselves and to get ready for Yahweh’s comweh had said.
ing. They did what Moses told them to
do, and they also washed their clothes. 15
Then Moses said to the people, “Be ready
on the third day, and you men must not
sleep with your wives until after then.”
1
Then God spoke these words to the Is16
On the third day, during the morning,
2
there was thunder and lightning and a raelite people. ”I am Yahweh your God,
very dark cloud on the mountain. A trum- the one you worship. I am the one who
pet sounded very loudly, and the peo- brought you out of the land of Egypt. I am
ple in the camp shook because they were the one3 who freed you from being slaves
very afraid. 17 Then Moses led the peo- there. You must worship only me;4 you
You
ple outside the camp to meet with God. must not worship any other god.
must
not
carve
a
ﬁgure
to
worship
that
They stood around the base of the mountain. 18 Then Yahweh descended on Mount represents anything in the sky or that is
that is in the water unSinai so that the entire mountain was cov- on the ground or
5
ered in smoke and surrounded by ﬁre. der the ground. You must not bow down
The smoke rose up like the smoke from to any idol and worship it because I am
the chimney of a furnace, and the whole Yahweh your God, and I will not allow you
19
As the to worship any other gods. I will punish
mountain shook violently.
sound of the trumpet continued to be- those who sin and hate me. I will puncome louder, Moses spoke to Yahweh, and ish not only them, but also I will punish
to the third and
Yahweh answered him in a loud voice that their descendants down
6
However,
I will never
fourth
generation.
sounded like thunder. 20 Then Yahweh
came down again onto the top of Mount stop loving thousands of generations of
Sinai, and he summoned Moses to come those who love me and obey my comup to the top of the mountain. So Moses mandments.

Chapter 20

went up. 21 Yahweh said to Moses, ”Go
down again and warn the people not to
cross the boundary in order to look at me.
If they do that, many of them will die. 22
Also, the priests who come near me must
purify themselves, because I am coming
to them. If they do not do that, I will punish them.”
23

Then Moses said to Yahweh, “The people
will not climb the mountain because you
commanded them, saying, ‘Set a boundary around the mountain, to set it apart.’ ”
24
Yahweh said to Moses, “Go down the
mountain and bring Aaron back up with
you. But do not allow the priests or other

7

Do not use my name carelessly because I
am Yahweh your God, the one whom you
should worship, and I will certainly punish those who use my name for wrong purposes.
8

Do not forget that the seventh day of
every week belongs to me, so keep those
days only for me. 9 There are six days each
week for you to do all your work, 10 but
the seventh day is a day of rest, a day dedicated to me, Yahweh your God, the one
whom you should worship. On that day
you must not do any work. You and your
sons and daughters and your male and female slaves must not work. You must not
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even force your livestock to work, and you
must not allow foreigners to work, those
strangers who are living in your country.
11
I, Yahweh, created the sky, the earth, the
ocean, and everything that is in them in
six days. Then I stopped my work of creating everything and rested on the seventh
day. That is the reason that I, Yahweh,
have blessed the rest day and set it apart
to be a sacred day.

told you that you must not make any idols
of silver or gold that you will worship instead of me. 24 Make for me an altar from
earth. Sacriﬁce on it your burnt offerings,
your offerings to promise friendship with
me, and also your sheep and oxen. Worship me in any place that I choose for you
to honor me; if you do that, I will come to
you and bless you. 25 If you make for me
an altar from stones, do not make it from
12
Honor your father and your mother, in stones that you have cut to make them
order that you may live a long time in the look nice because you will make the altar
me if you use
land that I, Yahweh your God, will give unsuitable for worshiping
26
tools to cut the stones.
Do not make an
you.
altar that has steps in front of it because
13
Do not murder anyone.
if you do that, God could see your naked
14
body as you go up the steps.’”
Do not commit adultery with anyone.
15

Do not steal anything.

16

Do not falsely accuse anyone of committing a crime.
17

Do not covet someone else’s house,
someone else’s wife, someone else’s male
or female slave, someone else’s livestock,
someone else’s donkeys, or anything else
that another person owns.”
18

When the people heard the thunder and
saw the lightning, and when they heard
the sound of the trumpet and saw the
smoke on the mountain, they were afraid
and trembled. They stood at a distance
19
and said to Moses, “If you speak to us,
we will listen. But do not let God speak
anymore to us. We are afraid that if he
speaks anymore to us, we will die.” 20
Moses replied to the people, “Do not be
afraid! God has come to determine how
you will behave. He wants you to honor
him and to not sin.”
21

Then, as the people watched from a distance, Moses went close to the black cloud
where God was.
22

Yahweh said to Moses, ”Say this to the Israelite people, ’You have heard how I, Yahweh, have spoken to you from heaven. 23 I

Chapter 21
1

”Here are some other instructions to give
to the Israelite people. 2 When you buy a
Hebrew slave, he is to serve you for only
six years. In the seventh year you must
free him from being your slave, and he
does not have to pay you anything for setting him free. 3 If he was not married before he became your slave, and if he marries someone while he is your slave, his
wife is not to be set free with him. But
if he was married before he became your
slave, you must free both him and his wife.
4
If the master of a slave gives him a wife,
and she gives birth to sons or daughters
while her husband is a slave, only the man
is to be freed. His wife and children will
continue to be slaves of their master. 5
But when it is time for the slave to be set
free, if the slave says, ‘I love my master
and my wife and my children, and I do not
want to be set free,’ 6 then his master must
take him to the place where they worship
God. There he must make the slave stand
against the door or the doorpost. Then the
master will use an awl to make a hole in
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the slave’s ear and fasten something to the the person he strikes does not die but is
slave’s ear to show that he will own that injured and has to stay in bed for a while,
19
slave for the rest of his life.
but later he is able to walk outside using a cane. Then they must not punish
7
If a man sells his daughter to become
the person who hit him, except that they
a slave, she should not be set free after
must make him pay the injured person the
six years as the male slaves are. 8 If the
money he could not earn while he was reman who bought her wanted her to be his
covering as well as the costs for healing.
concubine, but if later he is not pleased
with her, he must sell her back to her fa- 20 If someone hits his male or female slave
ther. He must not sell her to a foreigner with a stick, and if the slave dies, then the
because that would be breaking the con- one who struck him must be punished. 21
tract he made with the girl’s father. 9 If But if the slave lives for a day or two after
the man who buys her wants her to be a he is hit and then dies, you must not punwife for his son, he must then treat her ish the one who hit him. Not having that
as though she were his own daughter. 10 slave to be able to work for him any longer
If the master takes another slave girl to is enough punishment.
be another woman for himself, he must 22
If two people are ﬁghting and they hurt
continue to give the ﬁrst slave concubine
a
pregnant
woman so that she has a misthe same amount of food and clothing that
he gave to her before, and he must con- carriage but the woman is not harmed in
tinue to sleep with her as before. 11 If he any other way, the one who hurt her must
does not do these three things for her, he pay a ﬁne. He must pay whatever the
after a judge apmust free her from being a slave, and she woman’s husband asks
23
But
if the woman is
proves
of
the
ﬁne.
is not required to pay anything for being
hurt in another way, the one who hurt her
set free.
must be caused to suffer in the same way
12
If someone hits a man in order to kill that he caused her to suffer. If she dies, he
him and the man dies, then that person must be killed. 24 If her eye is hurt, or if he
should also be put to death. 13 But if the knocks out her teeth, or her hand or foot is
one who hit the other did not mean to kill hurt, 25 or if she is burned or bruised, the
that person, the one who hit him can go to one who hurt her must be hurt in the same
a place that I will choose for you, and he way. 26 If the owner of a slave strikes the
will be safe there. 14 But if someone gets eye of his male or female slave and that
angry with another person and kills him eye becomes blind, he must free that slave
on purpose, even if the murderer runs to because of what he did to the slave’s eye.
27
the altar, you must kill him.
If someone knocks out one of his slave’s
15
teeth,
he must free the slave because of
Anyone who strikes his father or
what he did to the slave’s tooth.
mother must be killed.
Anyone who kidnaps another person, ei- 28 If a bull gores a man or woman with
ther in order to sell that person or to keep the result that the person dies, you must
kill the bull by throwing stones at it, but
him as a slave, must be killed.
do not eat it. The owner of the bull is
17
Anyone who curses or insults his father
not guilty. 29 But if the bull had attacked
or his mother must be killed.
people several times before and its owner
18
Suppose two people ﬁght, and one hits had been warned, but he did not keep the
the other with a stone or his ﬁst. Suppose bull inside a fence, and it gores a man
16
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or woman to death, then you must kill
the bull by throwing stones at it, and you
must also kill its owner. 30 However, if the
owner of the bull can pay a ﬁne to save
his own life, he must pay the full amount
that the judges say that he must pay. 31 If
someone’s bull attacks and gores another
person’s son or daughter, you must treat
the bull’s owner according to that same
rule. 32 If a bull attacks and gores a male
or female slave, its owner must pay to the
slave’s owner thirty pieces of silver, and
you must kill the bull by throwing stones
at it.
33

Suppose someone has a pit and does
not keep it covered, and someone’s bull
or donkey falls into it and dies. 34 Then
the owner of the pit must pay for the animal that died. He must give the money to
the animal’s owner, but then he can take
away the animal that died and do whatever he wants to with it. 35 If someone’s
bull hurts another person’s bull so that it
dies, the owners of both bulls must sell
the bull that is living, and they must divide between them the money that they
get for it. They must also divide between
them the meat of the animal that died. 36
However, if people know that the bull often attacked other animals before, and its
owner did not keep it inside a fence, then
the owner of that bull must give the owner
of the bull that died one of his own bulls,
but he can take away the animal that died
and do whatever he wants to with it.”

who catches him kills the thief, he is not
guilty of killing him. 3 But if that happens
during the daytime, the one who killed the
thief is guilty of murdering him.
A thief must pay for what he stole. If he
has no animal with which to pay for the
one that he stole, he must be sold to become someone else’s slave, and the money
from his sale must be used to pay for what
he stole. 4 If a thief still has the animal
when he is caught, whether it is a bull or a
donkey or a sheep, and it is still alive, the
thief must pay back the stolen animal as
well as another one of the same kind.
5

If someone allows his animals to eat
grass in his ﬁeld or in his vineyard, and if
the animals stray away and eat the plants
in another person’s ﬁeld, the owner of the
animals must pay the owner of that ﬁeld
by giving him the best from his own ﬁeld
or vineyard.
6

If someone starts a ﬁre and it spreads
through the grass and starts burning in
someone else’s ﬁeld, and the ﬁre burns
grain that is growing or grain that is already cut and stacked, then the person
who started the ﬁre must pay for what has
been lost.
7

Suppose that someone gives another person some money or other valuable item
and asks him to keep it in his house for
a while. And suppose that a thief steals
it from that person’s house. If the thief
is caught, the thief must pay back twice
as much as he stole. 8 But if the thief is
not caught, the owner of the house from
which the item was stolen must stand before the judges so that the judges can say
1
”If someone steals a bull or a sheep and whether the owner of the house was the
then kills it or sells it, he must pay ﬁve one who took the other man’s valuable
bulls for the bull that he stole, and he must item.
pay four sheep for the sheep that he stole. 9
If two people argue about which one of
2
If a thief is caught while he is breaking them owns a bull or a donkey or a sheep
into someone’s house at night, if the one or some clothing, or something else that

Chapter 22
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has been lost, they must stand before the 18 You must kill any woman who practices
judges. The one whom the judges say is sorcery.
lying must pay back to the real owner 19
You must kill any person who sleeps
twice as many bulls or donkeys or sheep
with an animal like a man sleeps with a
or items of clothing.
woman.
10
Suppose someone gives his donkey or 20 You must offer sacriﬁces only to Yahbull or sheep or some other animal to weh. You must kill anyone who offers a
someone else and asks him to take care of sacriﬁce to any other god.
it for a while, and the animal dies or is in21
You must not mistreat a foreigner who
jured or is stolen while no one is watching.
11
comes
to live among you. Do not forThen the person who was taking care
of the animal must swear, knowing that get that you were previously foreigners in
God is listening, that he did not steal the Egypt.
animal. If he did not steal it, the owner of 22 You must not mistreat any widow or any
the animal must accept that the other per- orphan. 23 If you mistreat them and they
son is telling the truth, and the other per- ask me to help them, I will help them, 24
son will not have to pay anything back to and I will be angry with you; I will cause
the owner. 12 But if the animal was stolen you to die in war. Your wives will become
while he was supposed to be taking care of widows, and your children will no longer
it, the man who promised to take care of have fathers.
it must pay back the owner for the animal.
25
13
If you lend money to any of my people
If he says that the animal was killed by
who
are poor, do not act like a moneylenwild animals, he must bring back the remains of the animal that was killed and der and require him to pay interest on the
26
show it to the animal’s owner. If he does money. If he gives you his cloak to guarthat, he will not have to pay anything for antee that he will pay the money back, you
must give the cloak back to him before the
the animal.
sun goes down 27 because he needs it to
14
If someone borrows an animal, and if keep him warm during the night. That is
that animal is hurt or dies when its owner the only covering that poor people have
is not there, the one who borrowed it must when they sleep at night. If you do not act
pay the owner for the animal. 15 But if that mercifully toward him by giving back his
happens when the owner of the animal is cloak, when he cries out to me asking for
there, the one who borrowed it will not my help, I will help him because I always
have to pay back anything. If the man who act mercifully.
borrowed it only rented it, the money that 28
Do not insult God, and do not call on God
he paid to rent it will be enough to pay for
to do harmful things to any ruler of your
the animal dying or being injured.”
people.
16
”If a man forces a girl to sleep with 29
Do not withhold from me the best parts
him, a girl who is a virgin and who is not
of the grain that you harvest, or of the
engaged to be married, he must pay the
olive oil or the wine that you produce. You
bride price for her and marry her. 17 But
will give your ﬁrstborn sons to me.
if her father does not allow her to marry
him, he must pay to the woman’s father 30 Similarly, your ﬁrstborn male cattle and
money that is the same as the bride price sheep belong to me. After those animals
money that men pay for virgins.
are born, allow them to stay with their
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mothers for seven days. On the eighth day often feel because the Egyptians did not
you will give them to me.
treat you well when you were foreigners
there.
31
You are people who are set apart to me.
I detest the meat of any animal that has 10 For six years, plant seeds in your ground
been killed by wild animals. Therefore do and gather the harvest. 11 But on the sevnot eat such meat. Instead, throw it where enth year you must not plant anything. If
the dogs can eat it.”
things grow without your planting seeds,
allow the poor people to harvest and eat
the crops. If there are still crops left over,
allow the wild animals to eat them. Do the
same thing with your grapevine and your
olive trees.
1
”Do not lie about other people. Do not
help someone who is guilty by lying about 12 You may work for six days each week,
what happened.
but on the seventh day you must rest
and not work. Also on the seventh day
2
Do not join with a group of people who
you must allow your work animals, your
are planning do something evil. Do not
slaves, and the foreigners who live among
tell the same lies they do and so keep
you to rest and to become ready to work
the judge from deciding the case justly. 3
again.
When a poor person is on trial, do not testify in his favor just because he is poor and 13 Make certain that you obey everything
you feel sorry for him.
that I have commanded you to do. Do not
4
If you see someone’s bull or donkey pray to other gods. Do not even mention
when it is wandering away loose, take it their names.

Chapter 23

back to its owner even if the owner is your
enemy. 5 If you see someone’s donkey that
has fallen down because of its heavy load,
help the owner to get the donkey up again
even if he is someone who hates you. Do
not just walk away without helping him.
6

Decide the cases of poor people who are
on trial as fairly as you judge the cases of
other people.
7

Do not accuse people falsely. Do not decide that innocent and righteous people
should be killed because I will punish people who do such an evil thing.
8

Do not accept money that is a bribe because oﬃcials who accept bribes are not
able to decide what is right to do, and they
do not allow innocent people to be treated
fairly.

14

Every year you must travel to three festivals to honor me. 15 The ﬁrst one is the
Festival of Bread with no Yeast. Celebrate
it in the month of Aviv, which is the month
in which you left Egypt. Celebrate it in
the way that I commanded you; eat the
bread for seven days. Always bring an offering when you come to worship me. Do
not come empty-handed. 16 The second
festival is the Festival of Harvest. During
that festival you must offer to me the ﬁrst
parts of your crops that grow from the
seeds that you planted. The third festival
is the Festival of Finished Harvest. That
will be after you ﬁnish harvesting your
grain, your grapes, and your fruit. 17 Every year, at each of these times, all the
men must gather together to worship me,
Yahweh God.

9

Do not mistreat foreigners who live 18 When you sacriﬁce an animal and offer
among you. You know how foreigners it to me, you must not offer bread that has
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been baked with yeast. When you offer
sacriﬁces, burn the fat from the animals
on that same day so that no fat remains
the next morning.
19

Each year, when you harvest your crops,
take the best of what you harvest ﬁrst, go
to the place where you worship me, and
give it to me, Yahweh God. When you kill
a young animal, do not cook it by boiling
it in its mother’s milk.”
20

”I am going to send an angel ahead of
you to guard you as you travel and to
bring you safely to the place that I have
prepared for you. 21 Pay attention to
what he says and obey him. Do not rebel
against him because he will have my authority and he will punish you if you rebel
against him. 22 But if you pay attention to
what he says and if you do all that I tell
you to do, I will ﬁght against all of your
23
My angel will go ahead of
enemies.
you and will take you to where the Amor,
Heth, Periz, Canaan, Hiv, and Jebus people groups live, and I will completely get
rid of them. 24 Do not bow down before
their gods or worship them. Do not do the
things that they think that their gods want
them to do. Destroy their gods and smash
to pieces their sacred stones.
25

You must worship me, Yahweh your
God. If you do that, I will bless your food
and water, and I will protect you from becoming sick. 26 No women in your land
will have miscarriages, and no women
will be unable to become pregnant. I will
enable you to live a long time.
27

I will cause the people who oppose you
to become very afraid of me. I will kill
all of the people that you come close to.
Then I will cause them to turn around and
run away from you. 28 I will cause your
enemies to become terriﬁed. I will expel
the Hiv, Canaan, and Heth people groups
from your land. 29 I will not remove all
of them in less than one year. If I did

that, your land would become deserted,
and there would be very many wild animals that would attack you. 30 I will remove those people groups slowly, a few
at a time, until the number of your people
increases and you are able to live everywhere in the land. 31 I will cause the borders of your land to extend from the Sea
of Reeds in the southeast to the Mediterranean Sea in the northwest, and from
the wilderness of Sinai in the southwest
to the Euphrates River in the northeast of
the country. I will give you the power
to remove the people who live there so
that you will remove them as you occupy
more of the country. 32 You must not make
any agreement with those people or with
their gods. 33 Do not allow those people
to live in your land in order that they do
not cause you to sin against me. If you
worship their gods, you will not be able
to escape from worshiping them and sinning against me just as someone caught in
a trap is unable to escape.”

Chapter 24
1

Then Yahweh said to Moses. ”Come
up to me on top of this mountain, you
and Aaron and his sons Nadab and Abihu.
Also take along seventy of the Israelite elders. While you are still some distance
from the top of the mountain, there you
may worship me. 2 Moses, I will allow you
alone to come near to me. The others must
not come near, and the rest of the people
must not come up the mountain.”
3

Moses went and told the people everything that Yahweh had said and all that he
had commanded. The people all replied
together, saying, “We will do everything
that Yahweh has told us to do.” 4 Then
Moses wrote down everything that Yahweh had commanded. Early the next
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morning Moses built a stone altar. He also
set up twelve stones, one for each of the
5
Israelite tribes.
He also chose some
young men. They burned sacriﬁces to Yahweh and they also sacriﬁced some cattle
as offerings to promise friendship with
him. 6 Moses took half of the blood of the
animals that were slaughtered and put it
in bowls. The other half of the blood he
threw against the altar. 7 Then he took
the scroll on which he had written everything that Yahweh had commanded in the
covenant that he had made, and he read
it aloud while all the people were listening. Then all the people said, “We will do
all that Yahweh has told us to do. We will
obey everything.”

those two men.” 15 Then Moses went the
rest of the way up the mountain, and the
cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory
of Yahweh came down on the mountain
and covered it for six days. On the seventh
day, Yahweh called to Moses from the middle of the cloud. 17 When the Israelite people looked at the top of the mountain, the
glory of Yahweh was like a big ﬁre burning there. 18 Moses went into the cloud
on top of the mountain and was there for
forty days and nights.

Chapter 25
1

Yahweh said to Moses,
Then Moses took the blood that was in 2
the bowls and threw it on the people. He ”Tell the Israelites that they must give ofsaid, “This is the blood that conﬁrms the ferings to me. Receive from the people evoffering that they want to give to me.
covenant that Yahweh has made with you ery
3
These
are the things that they may offer:
when he gave you all these commands.”
gold, silver, bronze, 4 blue and purple and
9
Then Moses along with Aaron, Nadab, scarlet dyed wool, ﬁne linen, goats’ hair
Abihu, and the seventy Israelite elders for making cloth, 5 ram skins that have
went up the mountain, 10 and they saw been tanned, sea cow hides, hard wood
God, the one whom the Israelite peo- from acacia trees, 6 olive oil to burn in
ple worship. Under his feet was some- the lamps, spices to put in the olive oil for
thing like a pavement made of blue stones anointing the priests, and spices to put in
called sapphires. They were as clear as the sweet-smelling incense, 7 onyx stones
the sky is when there are no clouds. 11 and other expensive stones to be fastened
God did not harm those Israelite elders be- to the priest’s sacred apron and to be put
cause of their having seen him. They saw on the chest pouch that is to be fastened
God, and they ate and drank together!
to the apron. 8 Tell the people to make
a big sacred tent for me so that I can live
12
Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Come up
in it in their midst. 9 They must make the
to me on top of this mountain. While you
sacred tent and all the things that will be
are here, I will give you two stone slabs
used inside it according to the plan that I
on which I have written all the laws that I
will show you.
have given to you to teach the people.” 13
Then Moses went with his servant Joshua 10 Tell the people to make a sacred chest
part of the way up the mountain where from acacia wood. It is to be one meter
God was. 14 Now Moses had said to the long, three-quarters of a meter wide and
elders, “Stay here with the other people three-quarters of a meter high. 11 Cover
until we return! Do not forget that Aaron the chest with pure gold inside and outand Hur will be with you, so if anyone has side and put a gold border around the top
a dispute while I am gone, he can go to of it. 12 They must make four rings from
8
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ring close to each leg of the table. 27 The
rings should be fastened to the table near
the rim at the legs in order to carry the table with poles. 28 Make two poles from
acacia wood and cover them with gold.
The poles for carrying the table are to be
inserted into the rings. 29 Also tell them
to make plates, spoons, jars, and bowls to
be used when the priests pour out wine to
offer to me. They must all be made from
pure gold. 30 On the table in front of the
chest, there must always be the bread to
display before me that the priests have of17
Tell them to make a lid for the chest fered to me.
from pure gold; it will be the place where I
31
Tell them to make a lampstand from
will cover people’s sins. It also is to be one
pure
gold. They must hammer one large
meter long and three-quarters of a meter
18
wide. Tell them to hammer a large lump lump of gold to make its base and its shaft.
of gold into the form of two creatures that The branches of the lampstand, the cups
have wings for the two ends of the lid. 19 for holding the oil, the ﬂower buds and the
One of these is to be put at each end of ﬂower petals that decorate the branches
the chest, but the gold from which they of the lamp, the base, and the shaft are
are made must be joined to the gold from all to be hammered from one big lump
32
There are to be six branches
which the lid is made. 20 Tell them to place of gold.
on
the
lampstand,
three on each side of
the winged creatures so that their wings
33
Each of the branches is to
touch each other and spread out over the the shaft.
have
on
it
three
gold decorations that will
lid. The two winged creatures were facing each other and they both were looking look like almond blossoms. These decotoward the center of the chest. 21 Put the rations must also have ﬂower buds and
34
stone slabs that I will give you inside the ﬂower petals. On the shaft of the lampchest. Then fasten the lid onto the top of stand there are to be four gold decorations
the chest. 22 I will set times to talk with that also look like almond blossoms, each
35
On
you there. From above the lid of the chest, one with ﬂower buds and petals.
between the two winged creatures, I will each side, there is to be one ﬂower bud
36
tell to you all my laws that you must trans- beneath each of the branches. All these
buds and branches, along with the shaft,
mit to the Israelite people.
are to be hammered from one large lump
23
Tell them to make a table from acacia of pure gold. 37 Also tell them to make
wood. It is to be one meter long, one-half seven small cups for holding oil. One is to
of a meter wide, and three-quarters of a be put on top of the shaft and the others
meter high. 24 Tell them to cover it with are to be put on top of the branches. Place
pure gold and put a gold border around these cups so that when the lamps are lit,
it. 25 Tell them to make a rim all around the light will shine toward the front of the
it, four-ﬁfths of a meter wide, and to put a lampstand. 38 Tell them to make tongs
gold border around the rim. 26 Tell them from pure gold, to remove the burned
to make four rings from gold and fasten wicks and trays in which to put the burned
them to the four corners of the table, one wicks. 39 Tell them to use thirty-three kilogold and fasten them to the legs of the
chest. Put two rings on each side of the
chest. 13 They must make two poles from
acacia wood, and they must cover them
with gold. 14 They must put the poles into
the rings on the sides of the chest so that
the chest can be carried by the poles. 15
The poles must always be left in the rings;
they must not take the poles out of the
rings. 16 Put inside the chest the two stone
slabs that I will give you on which I have
written my commandments.
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grams of pure gold to make the lampstand,
the tongs, and the trays. 40 Make sure that
they make these things according to the
instructions that I am giving you here on
this mountain.”

Chapter 26
1

”Tell the people to make the sacred tent
using ten long strips of ﬁne linen. They
must take blue, purple, and red thread,
and a skilled craftsman must embroider
these strips with designs that represent
the winged creatures that are above the
chest. 2 Each strip is to be twelve and onehalf meters long and one and four-ﬁfths
meters wide. 3 Tell them to sew ﬁve strips
together to make one set, and to sew the
other ﬁve strips together to make another
set. 4 For each set, they must make loops
of blue cloth and fasten them along the
outer edge of the strip, at the end of each
set. 5 They must put ﬁfty loops on the edge
of the ﬁrst set, and ﬁfty loops at the edge of
the second set so that the loops are opposite to each other. 6 Tell them to make ﬁfty
gold clasps to fasten both of the sets together. As a result, the inside of the sacred
tent will be as though it were one piece.
7

Also tell them to make a cover for the sacred tent from eleven pieces of cloth made
from goats’ hair. 8 Each piece of cloth is
to be thirteen and one-half meters long
and one and four-ﬁfths meters wide. 9
Tell them to sew ﬁve of these pieces of
cloth together to make one set, and sew
the other six pieces of cloth together to
make another set. They must fold the
sixth piece of cloth in half to make it double over the front of the sacred tent . 10
Tell them to make one hundred loops of
blue cloth, and to fasten ﬁfty of them to
the outer edge of the one set and fasten
ﬁfty to the outer edge of the other set. 11

Tell them to make ﬁfty bronze clasps and
put them in the cloth loops to join the two
sets together. As a result, the cover for
the sacred tent will be as though it were
12
one piece.
Let the extra part of the
cover, the part that extends beyond the
linen cloth, hang over the back of the sacred tent. 13 The extra half-meter of each
cover, the part that extends beyond the
linen cloth on each side, must hang over
the two sides of the sacred tent to protect the sides. 14 Tell them to make two
more covers for the sacred tent. One is to
be made from rams’ skins that have been
dyed red, and the top cover is to be made
from ﬁne leather.
15

Tell them to make forty-eight frames
from acacia wood, frames that will be set
up to hang the sacred tent covers from
them. 16 Each frame is to be four and
one-half meters long and three-quarters
of a meter wide. 17 They must make two
projections at the bottom of each frame.
These will be to fasten the frames to the
bases underneath them. They must make
these projections at the bottom of each
frame. 18 Make twenty frames for the
19
Tell
south side of the sacred tent.
them to make forty silver bases to go underneath them. Two bases will go under
each frame. The projections at the bottom of each frame are to be made to ﬁt
into the bases. 20 Similarly, tell them to
make twenty frames for the north side of
the sacred tent. 21 They must make forty
silver bases for them also with two bases
to be put under each frame. 22 For the
rear of the sacred tent, on the west side,
tell them to make six frames. 23 Also tell
them to make two extra frames, one for
each corner of the rear of the sacred tent,
to provide more support. 24 The two corner frames must be separated at the bottom but together at the top. At the top of
each of the two corner frames there must
be a gold ring for holding the crossbar. 25
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In that way, for the rear of the sacred tent and a skilled weaver must embroider it
there will be eight frames, and there will with blue, purple, and red yarn. 37 To hold
be sixteen bases, two under each frame.
up this curtain, they must make ﬁve posts
from acacia wood. They must cover them
26
Tell them to make ﬁfteen crossbars with gold and fasten gold clasps to them.
from acacia wood. Five of them will be Also they must make a bronze base for
for the frames on the north side of the sa- each of these posts.
cred tent, 27 ﬁve will be for the south side,
and ﬁve for the frames at the rear of the sacred tent, the west side. 28 Tell them to fasten the crossbars on the north, south, and
west sides of the sacred tent to the middle
of the frames. The two long ones must ex- 1 ”Tell them to make an altar from acatend from one end of the sacred tent to the cia wood. It is to be square, two and oneother, and the crossbar on the west side tenth meters long on each side, and make
must extend from one side of the sacred it one and one-third meters high. 2 They
tent to the other. 29 Tell them to cover must make a projection that looks like a
the frames with gold, and make gold rings horn on each of the top corners. The proto fasten the crossbars to the frames. The jections must be carved from the same
crossbars must also be covered with gold. block of wood as the altar. Tell them to
30
Build the sacred tent in the way that I cover the whole altar with bronze. 3 They
have shown you here on this mountain.” must make pans in which to put the ashes

Chapter 27

31

”Tell them to make a curtain from ﬁne
linen. A skilled craftsman must embroider it with blue, purple, and red yarn making designs to represent the winged creatures that are above the chest. 32 Tell them
to suspend the curtain from four posts
made from acacia wood and covered with
gold. Set each post in a silver base. 33 They
must hang the top of the curtain by hooks
that are fastened to the roof of the sacred tent. Behind the curtain, in the room
called the very holy place, they must put
the chest containing the two stone slabs
on which I have written my commandments. That curtain will separate the holy
34
On
place from the very holy place.
top of the chest in the very holy place they
must put the lid. 35 In the room that is
outside of the very holy place, they must
put the table for the sacred bread on the
north side, and put the lampstand on the
south side. 36 Tell them to make a curtain to cover the entrance of the sacred
tent. They must make it from ﬁne linen,

from the animal sacriﬁces. Also they must
make shovels for cleaning out the ashes,
basins, and forks for turning the meat
as it cooks, and buckets for carrying hot
coals. All of these things must be made
from bronze. 4 Also tell them to make a
bronze grating to hold the wood and burning coals. They must fasten to each of the
corners of the altar a bronze ring for carrying the altar. 5 They must put the grating under the rim that is around the altar.
They must make it so that it is inside the
altar, halfway down. 6 For carrying the
altar, they must make poles from acacia
wood and cover them with bronze. 7 They
must put the poles through the rings on
each side of the altar. The poles are for
carrying the altar. 8 The altar will be like
a box, made from boards of acacia wood.
They must make it according to these instructions that I am giving you here on
this mountain.
9

Around the sacred tent there is to be
a courtyard. To form the courtyard, tell
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them to make curtains of ﬁne linen. On
the south side, the curtain is to be 44 meters long. 10 To support the curtain, tell
them to make twenty bronze posts, and
one bronze base for each post. To fasten the curtains to the posts, they must
make silver hooks, and metal rods covered with silver to fasten the curtains to
the hooks. 11 They must make the same
kind of curtains for the north side of the
courtyard. 12 On the west side of the courtyard they must make a curtain twentytwo meters long. The curtains are to be
supported by ten posts, with a base under each post. 13 On the east side, where
the entrance is, the courtyard must also be
twenty-two meters wide. 14-15 Tell them
to make a curtain seven meters wide with
three posts and three bases for each side
of the entrance to the courtyard. 16 They
must make a curtain from ﬁnely twined
linen nine meters long for the entrance.
A skilled weaver must embroider it with
blue, purple, and red yarn. It must be
supported by four posts, each one with a
17
All the posts around
base under it.
the courtyard must have bands of silver
around them. The clasps must be made
of silver, and the bases must be made of
bronze. 18 The whole courtyard, from
the east entrance to the west end, must
be forty-six meters long and twenty-three
meters wide, and the curtains that enclose
it must be two and one-third meters high.
All the curtains must be made of ﬁne linen,
and all the bases under the posts must be
made of bronze. 19 All the things that are
not made of gold that are to be used inside the sacred tent and in the courtyard,
and all the tent pegs to support the sacred
tent and the curtains, must be made of
bronze.
20

Command the Israelite people that they
must bring to you the best kind of pure
olive oil to burn in the lamp. They must
bring this oil to you so that the lamp is al-

ways burning. 21 Outside the curtain of
the tabernacle, where the sacred chest of
Yahweh is kept, Aaron and his sons must
take care to keep the lamps burning every day from evening to morning. The Israelite people must obey this regulation
throughout all future generations.”

Chapter 28
1

”Call your older brother Aaron and
his sons—Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and
Ithamar. Set them apart from the rest
of the Israelite people in order that they
can serve me as priests. 2 Tell the people to make beautiful clothes for Aaron,
clothes that are suitable for one who has
this digniﬁed and sacred work. 3 Talk to
all the workmen, those to whom I have
given skill to build things. Tell them to
make clothes for Aaron to wear when he
is set apart to become a priest to serve me.
4
The clothes that they are to make are a
sacred pouch for Aaron to wear over his
breast, a sacred apron, a robe, an embroidered tunic, a turban, and a sash. These
are the clothes that your older brother
Aaron and his sons must wear as they
serve me by doing the work that priests do.
5
The skilled workmen must use ﬁne linen
and blue, purple, and red yarn to make
these clothes.
6

The skilled workmen must make the sacred apron from ﬁne linen, and they must
skillfully embroider it with blue, purple,
and red yarn, and with ﬁne gold wire.
7
It must have two shoulder straps that
will join the front part to the back part.
8
A carefully woven belt, which must be
made from the same materials as the sacred apron, must be sewn onto the apron.
9
A skilled workman must take two onyx
stones and carve on them the names of
the twelve sons of Jacob. 10 He must en-
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grave the names in the order in which Jacob’s sons were born. He must engrave
six names on one stone and the other six
names on the other stone. 11 A gem cutter
should engrave these names on the two
stones. Then he should mount the stones
in gold settings. 12 Then he should fasten the stones onto the shoulder straps of
the sacred apron to represent the twelve
tribes of Israel. In that way, Aaron will
carry the names of the tribes on his shoulders in order that I, Yahweh, will never
forget my people. 13 The settings for the
stones must be made from gold. 14 Tell
them to make two chains of gold that are
braided like cords and to fasten the chains
to the settings.”
15

Tell the skilled workman to make a sacred pouch for Aaron to wear over his
chest. He will use this to ﬁnd out what I
want the people to do. They must make it
of the same materials as the sacred apron,
and they must embroider it in the same
way with gold, blue, purple, and red ﬁne
linen. 16 It is to be square, and the material must be folded double so that it is 23
centimeters long and 23 centimeters wide.
17
The skilled workman must fasten four
rows of valuable stones onto the pouch. In
the ﬁrst row, he must put a red ruby, a
yellow topaz, and a red garnet. 18 In the
second row, he must put a green emerald, a blue sapphire, and a diamond. 19
In the third row he must put a red jacinth,
a white agate, and a purple amethyst. 20
In the fourth row, he must put a yellow
beryl, an onyx, and a green jasper. All
of these stones must be mounted in gold
21
A gem cutter should ensettings.
grave on each of these twelve stones the
name of one of the sons of Jacob. These
names will represent the twelve tribes of
Israel. 22 The two chains that are made
from pure gold and braided like cords are
for attaching the sacred pouch to the sacred apron. 23 The workman must make

two gold rings and attach them to the upper corners of the sacred pouch. 24 He
must make two gold cords and fasten one
end of each cord to one of the rings. 25
He must fasten the other end of each cord
to the two settings that enclose the stones.
In that way, the sacred pouch will be attached to the shoulder straps of the sacred
apron. 26 Then he must make two more
gold rings and attach them to the lower
corners of the sacred pouch on the inside
27
edges next to the sacred apron.
He
must make two more gold rings and attach them to the lower part of the front
of the shoulder straps near to where the
shoulder straps are joined to the sacred
apron just above the sash. 28 The skilled
workman must tie the rings on the sacred
pouch to the rings on the sacred apron
with a blue cord so that the sacred pouch
is above the sash and does not come loose
29
In that way,
from the sacred apron.
Aaron will have the names of the twelve
tribes of Israel in the sacred pouch close
to his chest for making decisions when he
enters the holy place. 30 Put into the sacred pouch the two things—named Urim
and Thummim—that the priest will use to
determine my answers to the questions he
asks. In that way, they will be close to his
chest when he enters the holy place to talk
to me. He will use them to determine what
my will is for the Israelite people.”
31

”Tell the workmen to weave only purple cloth for the robe that is to be worn
underneath the priest’s sacred apron. 32 It
is to have an opening through which the
priest can put his head. They must sew
a border around this opening to keep the
33
At the lower
material from tearing.
edge on the robe, they must fasten decorations that look like pomegranate fruit.
They must be woven from blue, purple,
and red yarn. 34 Between each of these
decorations, they must fasten a tiny gold
bell. 35 When Aaron enters the holy place
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in the sacred tent to do his work as a priest
and when he leaves the sacred tent, the
bells will ring as he walks. As a result, he
will not die because of disobeying my instructions.
36

Tell them to make a tiny ornament of
pure gold, and tell a skilled workman to
engrave on it the words, ‘Dedicated to Yahweh.’ 37 They should fasten this ornament
to the front of the turban by a blue cord.
38
Aaron must always wear the turban on
his forehead. Aaron himself must accept
the guilt of the Israelite people because of
any failure to offer their holy gifts to Yahweh as he commanded. When Aaron does
this, Yahweh may accept their gifts.
39

Tell them to weave the long-sleeved tunic from ﬁne linen. Also they must make
from ﬁne linen a turban and a sash, and
they must embroider designs on it.
40

Tell them to make beautiful longsleeved tunics, sashes, waistbands, and
caps for Aaron’s sons. Make ones that will
be suitable for those who have this digniﬁed work. 41 Put these clothes on your
older brother Aaron and on his sons. Then
set them apart for this work by anointing
them with olive oil in order that they may
42
Also tell
serve me by being priests.
them to make linen undershorts for them.
The undershorts should extend from their
waists to their thighs in order that no one
can see their private parts. 43 Aaron and
his sons must always wear those undershorts when they enter the sacred tent or
when they come near to the altar to offer
sacriﬁces in the holy place. If they do not
obey this ritual, I will cause them to die.
Aaron and all his male descendants must
obey this rule forever.”

Aaron and his sons to serve me by being priests. Select one young bull and
two rams that do not have any defects.
2
Bake three kinds of bread using ﬁnely
ground wheat ﬂour without yeast. Bake
some buns that do not have any olive oil in
them, bake some buns that have olive oil
in the dough, and bake some thin wafers
that will be smeared with olive oil after
they are baked. 3 Put them in a basket
and offer them to me when you sacriﬁce
the young bull and the two rams. 4 Take
Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the
sacred tent, and wash them with water. 5
Then put the special clothes on Aaron—
the long-sleeved tunic, the robe that will
be worn underneath the sacred apron, the
sacred apron, the sacred pouch, and the
sash. 6 Put the turban on his head, and
fasten to the turban the ornament that
has the words ‘Dedicated to Yahweh’ engraved on it. 7 Then take the oil and pour
some on his head to dedicate him. 8 Then
bring his sons and put the long-sleeved
tunics on them. 9 Put the sashes around
their waists and the caps on their heads.
That is the ritual by which you are to dedicate them to be priests. Aaron and his
male descendants must serve me by being
priests forever.
10

Then bring the young bull to the entrance of the sacred tent. Tell Aaron and
his sons to put their hands on the head of
the young bull. 11 Then, while they are doing that, kill the young bull by slitting its
throat and catch the blood in a bowl. 12
Take some of that blood with your ﬁnger
and smear it on the projections of the altar. Throw the rest of the blood against
the base of the altar. 13 Take all the fat that
covers the inner organs of the young bull,
the fatty covering of the liver and the two
kidneys with the fat on them, and burn all
these on the altar as an offering to me. 14
But the meat of the young bull and its hide
”Do the following things to dedicate and intestines must be burned outside the

Chapter 29
1

111

EXODUS
camp. That will be an offering for your will please me. 26 Then take the breast of
sins.
the second ram that was killed, and lift it
up high for an offering to me. But then
15
Then select one of the rams, and tell
this part of the animal will be for you to
Aaron and his sons to put their hands on
eat. 27 Set apart for me the ram’s breast
its head. 16 Then kill the ram by slitting its
that you lifted high to offer to me. Also
throat. Catch some of the blood and sprinset apart for me the ram’s thigh that you
kle it upon all four sides of the altar. 17
presented to me, both of these pieces that
Then cut the ram into pieces. Wash its incame from the ram that was slaughtered
ner organs and its legs, and put those with
when
you set apart for me Aaron and his
the head. 18 Then burn them completely
sons as priests. 28 In the future, whenever
on the altar with the rest of the ram. That
the Israelite people present to me, Yahwill be a burnt offering to me, Yahweh,
weh, offerings to restore fellowship with
and the smell will please me.
each other, the breast and the thigh of an19
Take the other ram that was selected imals that they present to me will be for
for these rituals, and tell Aaron and his Aaron and his male descendants to eat.
sons to put their hands on its head. 20 29
After Aaron dies, the special clothes that
Then kill the ram by slitting its throat, and
he wore will belong to his sons. They are
catch some of the blood in a bowl. Smear
to wear those clothes when they are set
some of the blood on the lobe of the right
apart to become priests. 30 Aaron’s son
ears of Aaron and his sons, and on the
who becomes priest and enters the sacred
thumbs of their right hands, and on the
tent and performs rituals in the holy place
big toes of their right feet. Throw the rest
must stay in the sacred tent, wearing these
of the blood against the four sides of the
special clothes, for seven days.
altar. 21 Wipe up some of the blood that
is on the altar, mix it with some of the 31 Take the meat of the other ram that was
oil for anointing, and sprinkle it on Aaron sacriﬁced to set apart Aaron and his sons,
and his clothes, and on his sons and their and boil it in the courtyard. 32 After it is
clothes. By doing this, you will dedicate cooked, Aaron and his sons must eat it,
along with the bread that is left in the basthem and their clothes to me.
ket, at the entrance to the sacred tent. 33
22
Also, cut off the ram’s fat, its fat tail,
They must eat the meat of the ram that
and the fat that covers the inner organs,
was sacriﬁced to cover your sins when
the covering of the liver, the two kidneys
they were dedicated to do this work. They
with the fat on them, and the right thigh.
are the only ones who are permitted to eat
(This ram is for setting Aaron and his sons
this meat. Those who are not priests are
apart for me as priests.) 23 From the basnot allowed to eat it because it is reserved
ket, also take one of each of the kinds of
for the priests. 34 If any of this meat or
bread that was baked without yeast—one
some of the bread is not eaten that night,
made with no oil, one with oil, and one
no one is permitted to eat any of it the
thin wafer. 24 Put all these things in the
next day. It must be completely burned
hands of Aaron and his sons. Then tell
because it is sacred.
them to lift them up high to dedicate them
to me. 25 Then take them from their hands 35 These are the rituals that you must foland burn them on the altar, on top of the low during those seven days when you
other things that were placed there. That dedicate Aaron and his sons for this work.
also will be an offering to me, and its smell You must do all that I have commanded
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you. 36 Each of those seven days you must
also sacriﬁce a young bull for an offering to me in order that I may forgive sins.
Also you must make another offering to
make the altar pure in my sight. You must
also anoint the altar with olive oil to set
it apart. 37 Perform these rituals every
day for seven days to set apart the altar
and make it pure. Then the altar will be
most holy, and whatever touches it must
be treated as holy.

38

Chapter 30
1

”Tell the skilled workers to make an altar from acacia wood for burning incense.
2
It is to be square, one-half meter on each
side. It is to be one meter high. Tell them
to make a projection that looks like a horn
on each of the top corners. The projections must be carved from the same block
of wood from which the altar is made. 3
They must cover the top and the four sides,
including the projections, with pure gold.
Put a gold border around the altar near
the top. 4 They must make two gold rings
for carrying the altar. They must attach
them to the altar below the border, one
on each side of the altar. These rings are
5
for the poles for carrying the altar.
Tell them to make these two poles from
acacia wood and cover them with gold. 6
They must put this incense altar outside
the curtain that hangs in front of the sacred chest and its lid. That is the place
7
Aaron
where I will talk with you.
must burn sweet-smelling incense on this
altar. He must burn some every morning
when he takes care of the lamps, 8 and he
must burn some in the evening when he
lights the lamps. The incense must always
be burning throughout all future generations. 9 The priests must not burn on the
altar any incense that I have not told you
to burn, or burn any animal on it, nor any
ﬂour offering for me, nor pour any wine
on it as an offering. 10 One time every
year Aaron must perform the ritual for
making this altar pure. He must do it by
putting on its four projections some of the
blood from the animal that was sacriﬁced
to cover people’s sins. Aaron and his descendants must do this ritual throughout
all future generations. This altar must be
dedicated to me, Yahweh.”

You must also sacriﬁce lambs and burn
them on the altar. Each of those seven
days you must sacriﬁce two lambs. 39 One
lamb must be sacriﬁced in the morning,
and one must be sacriﬁced in the evening.
40
With the ﬁrst lamb, also offer two liters
of ﬁnely ground wheat ﬂour mixed with
a liter of the best kind of olive oil, and
41
one liter of wine as an offering.
In
the evening, when you sacriﬁce the other
lamb, offer the same amounts of ﬂour,
olive oil, and wine as you did in the morning. This will be an offering to me, Yahweh, that will be burned, and its smell will
please me. 42 You and your descendants
must continue making these offerings to
me, Yahweh, throughout all future generations. You must offer them at the entrance
to the sacred tent. That is where I will
meet with you and speak to you. 43 That is
where I will meet with the Israelite people,
and the brilliant light of my presence will
cause that place to be holy. 44 I will dedicate the sacred tent and the altar. I will
also dedicate Aaron and his sons to serve
me by being priests. 45 I will live among
the Israelite people, and I will be their God.
46
They will know that I am Yahweh God,
the one who brought them out of Egypt in
order that I might live among them. I am 11 Yahweh said to Moses, 12 ”When your
leaders take a census of the Israelite peoYahweh, the God whom they worship.”
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ple, each man who is counted must pay
to me a price to save his life. They must
do this in order that no disaster will happen to them while the people are being
counted. 13 Every man who is counted
must pay to me six grams of silver. They
must use the oﬃcial standard of the tabernacle when they weigh the silver. This silver is to be an offering to Yahweh. 14 All
the men who are at least twenty years old
must pay this amount to me when the people are counted. 15 Rich men must not
pay more than this amount, and poor men
must not pay less than this amount when
they pay this money to save their lives. 16
Your leaders must collect this money from
the Israelite people and give it to those
who will take care of the sacred tent. You
Israelites will see the leaders collect this
money and remember that you need to
make payment to me so you can live.”
17

Yahweh said to Moses, 18 ”Tell the skilled
workers to make a bronze washbasin and
a bronze base for it. They must put it between the sacred tent and the altar and
19
Aaron and
must ﬁll it with water.
his sons must wash their hands and their
feet with this water 20 before they enter
the sacred tent and before they come to
the altar to burn offerings as sacriﬁces. If
they wash, they will obey my instructions
and will not die. 21 They must wash their
hands and their feet in order that they will
not die. They and the males descended
from them must obey this ritual throughout all generations.”
22

Yahweh said to Moses, 23 ”Tell the people to collect some of the ﬁnest spices—
six kilograms of liquid myrrh, three kilograms of sweet-smelling cinnamon, three
kilograms of a sweet-smelling cane, 24 and
six kilograms of cassia. Be sure that they
use the oﬃcial standard when they weigh
these things. 25 Tell an expert perfumer
to mix these with four liters of olive oil

to make sacred oil for anointing. 26 Use
this oil for anointing the sacred tent, the
sacred chest, 27 the table and all the things
that are used with it, the lampstand and
all the things that are used to take care of
it, the altar for burning incense, 28 and the
altar for offering sacriﬁces that the priests
will burn, along with all the things that are
used with it, and the basin and its stand.
29
Dedicate them by anointing them in order that they will be reserved for me. If
any person or thing that is not allowed to
do so touches the altar, no one will be allowed to touch that person or thing. 30
Anoint Aaron and his sons. By doing that,
you will dedicate them to serve me by being priests. 31 Tell the Israelite people,
’This oil will be my special oil that must
be used throughout all future generations.
32
You must not pour it on the bodies of
people who are not priests, and you must
not make other oil to be like it by mixing
those same things. This oil is reserved for
me, and you must consider it to be such. 33
Yahweh will view anyone who makes ointment like this for any other purpose, or
anyone who puts any of this ointment on
someone who is not a priest, as no longer
belonging to his people.’”
34

Yahweh also said to Moses, ”Have an
expert perfumer take equal parts of several sweet spices: Stacte—a resin from
certain gum plants, onycha—from certain shellﬁsh or mollusks, galbanum—
another kind of gum resin, and pure
frankincense—yet another sort of gum
resin. 35 Have him mix them together to
make some perfume and add some salt
to keep it pure and special for me. 36
Have him beat some of it into a ﬁne powder. Then I want you to take some of
it into the sacred tent and sprinkle it in
front of the sacred chest. You all must
consider this incense to be completely reserved for me. 37 The people must not mix
the same spices to make incense for them-
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selves. This incense must be dedicated to
me, Yahweh. 38 I will view anyone who
makes incense like this to use it for perfume as no longer belonging to my people.”

Chapter 31
1

Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”I have chosen
Bezalel son of Uri and grandson of Hur,
from the tribe of Judah. 3 I have ﬁlled
him with my Spirit, and I have given him
special ability to make things; I have enabled him to know how to do very skilled
work. 4 He can engrave skillful designs
in gold, silver, and bronze. 5 He can cut
jewels and enclose them in tiny gold settings. He can carve things from wood and
do other skilled work. 6 I have also appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, from
the tribe of Dan, to work with him. I have
given special ability to other men also in
order that they can make all the things
that I have commanded you to be made. 7
Those things include: The sacred tent, the
sacred chest and its lid, all the other things
that will be inside the sacred tent, 8 the table and all the things that are used with it,
the pure gold lampstand and all the things
that are used to take care of it, the altar
for burning incense, 9 the altar for offering sacriﬁces that will be burned and all
the things that will be used with it, and the
washbasin and its base. 10 Also included
in these things were all the beautiful, special clothes for Aaron and his sons to wear
when they work as priests; 11 the oil for
anointing, and the sweet-smelling incense
for the holy place. The craftsmen must
make all these things exactly as I have told
you that they should do.”

days will remind me and you and your descendants, throughout all future generations, that I, Yahweh, have set you apart
to be my people. 14 You must obey my
rules about the Sabbath days for rest because you must regard them as special for
me. Those who treat these days with disrespect must be killed; this will show that
I no longer consider them to belong to my
people. 15 You may work for six days each
week, but the seventh day of each week is
a solemn rest day, dedicated to me, Yahweh. Anyone who does any work on a Sab16
bath day of rest is to be killed.
You
Israelite people must respect the Sabbath
days of rest, and you and your descendants must observe them throughout all
future generations. I will always require
this of you. 17 The Sabbath days of rest will
remind you Israelite people and me of our
covenant because I, Yahweh, created the
heavens and the earth in six days, and on
the seventh day I stopped doing that work
and rested.’”
18

When Yahweh ﬁnished talking with
Moses on the top of Mount Sinai, he gave
him the two stone slabs on which he
had engraved his commandments with
his own ﬁngers.

Chapter 32
1

Moses stayed on top of the mountain
a long time. When the people saw that
he was not returning, they went to Aaron
and said to him, “Make us gods who will
lead us on our journey. We do not know
what happened to that man Moses, who
brought us here out of Egypt.” 2 Aaron
said to them, “All right, I will do that. Tell
your wives and your children to take off
12
Yahweh said to Moses, 13 ”Tell the Is- all their gold earrings and bring them to
raelite people, ’Obey my instructions re- me.” 3 So the people took off all their gold
garding the Sabbath days for rest. Those earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He
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ing so angry! Change your mind! 13 Think
about your servants Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. You solemnly promised them, saying, ‘I will enable you to have as many descendants as the stars that are in the sky.’
You said to them, ‘I will give to your descendants all the land that I am promis5
When Aaron saw how the people reing to give them. It will be their land foracted, he built an altar in front of the bull.
ever.’”
Then he announced, “Tomorrow we will
have a festival to honor Yahweh!” 6 So 14 So Yahweh changed his mind. He did
the people got up early the next morning not do to his people the terrible thing that
and brought animals to kill and burn as he said he would do.
sacriﬁces on the altar. They also brought 15 Then Moses left from where God was;
sacriﬁces to restore fellowship with oth- he went down the mountain, carrying
ers. Then they sat down to eat and to drink in his hands the two stone slabs on
wine. After a while, they got up and had a which Yahweh had engraved his comwild party.
mandments. He had written on both sides
melted the gold in a ﬁre. He poured the
gold into a mold and made a statue that
looked like a young bull. The people saw
it and said, “This is the god of the Israelite
people! This is the one who rescued us
from the land of Egypt!”

7

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Go down
from the mountain because your people,
the ones that you brought up here from
Egypt, have become bad. 8 They have already left the road that I showed them
and have stopped obeying me! They have
made a statue of a young bull from melted
gold. They have worshiped it and offered
sacriﬁces to it. They are saying, ‘This is the
god of the Israelite people! This is the one
who brought us up from Egypt!’

of the slabs. 16 God himself had made the
slabs, and he was the one who had engraved the commandments on them.
17

Joshua heard the people shouting very
loudly. So when Moses got near the camp,
Joshua met him and said, “There is a noise
in the camp that sounds like the noise of a
battle!” 18 But Moses said,
”No, that does not sound as though the
people have won a victory;

it does not sound as though they have
I know that these people are very stubborn. 10 I am very angry with them, so I been defeated in a battle!
am going to get rid of them. Do not try to
It sounds as though they are singing!”
stop me! Then I will cause you and your 19
As soon as Moses came close to the
descendants to become a great nation.”
camp and saw the statue of the bull and
11
But Moses pleaded with his God, Yah- the people dancing, he became very angry.
weh, and said, ”Yahweh, you should not He threw the stone tablets down onto the
be angry with your people! These are the ground at the base of the mountain, and
people whom you saved from Egypt with they broke. 20 Then he took the statue of
12
Do not do any- the bull that they had made and melted it
very great power!
thing that would allow the people of Egypt in the ﬁre. When it cooled, he ground it
to say, ’Their god led them out from our into ﬁne powder. Then he mixed the powcountry, but he did that only because he der with water and forced the Israelite
21
Then Moses said
wanted to kill them in the mountains and people to drink it.
get rid of them completely! Do not do to to Aaron, “Did these people do something
your people this terrible thing that you to you that led you to make them sin in
have just said that you will do! Stop be- this way?” 22 Aaron replied, ”Please do
9
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not be angry with me, my lord. You know
that these people are likely to do wicked
things. 23 They said to me, ‘Make for us an
idol who will lead us on our journey! As
for that man Moses, the one who brought
us up here from the land of Egypt, we do
not know what has happened to him.’ 24
So I said to them, ‘Everyone who is wearing gold earrings should take them off.’ So
they took them off and gave them to me.
I threw them into the ﬁre, and out came
this statue of a young bull!”
25

Moses saw that Aaron had allowed the
people to get out of control and to do
things that would make their enemies
think the Israelite people were foolish. 26
So he stood at the entrance to the camp
and shouted, “Everyone who is loyal to
Yahweh should come close to me!” So
all the men in the tribe of Levi gathered
around him. 27 Then he said to them, “Yahweh, the God of the Israelite people, commands that every one of you should fasten your sword to your side, and then go
through the camp from this gate to the
other one. Each one of you must kill the
other men, whether they are your brother,
your friend, or your neighbor.” 28 The
men in the tribe of Levi did what Moses
told them to do, and they killed three thousand men on that day. 29 Moses said to
the men in the tribe of Levi, “Today you
have become special servants of Yahweh
by killing even your own sons and your
brothers. As a result Yahweh has blessed
you.”
30

The next day, Moses said to the people, “You have sinned very greatly. But
I will now climb up the mountain again
to talk with Yahweh. Perhaps I can persuade him to forgive you for sinning like
this.” 31 So Moses went up the mountain
and said to Yahweh, ”I am sorry to admit that these people sinned very greatly
when they made for themselves a gold

idol and worshiped it. 32 But now I ask
you to forgive them for their sin. If you
will not forgive them, then erase my name
from the book in which you have written
the names of your people.” 33 But Yahweh said to Moses, ”It is only those who
have sinned against me whose names I
will erase from that book. 34 Now go back
down and lead the Israelite people to the
place about which I told you. Keep in
mind that my angel will go in front of you.
But, at the time that I decide, I will punish
them for their sin.”
35

Later Yahweh caused the people to become sick because they had told Aaron to
make the statue of a young bull.

Chapter 33
1

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Leave this
place and go with the people whom you
led out of Egypt. Go to the land that I
promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that
I would give to their descendants. 2 I will
send my angel ahead of you, and I will remove from that land the people of Canaan,
Amor, Heth, Periz, Hiv, and Jebus. 3 You
will go to a land that will be very good for
raising livestock and growing crops. But I
will not go with you myself because if I did
that, I might annihilate you while you are
traveling because you are very stubborn
people.”
4

When the people heard these words,
they were sad, and no one wore fancy
clothing anymore. 5 Yahweh had said to
Moses, “Tell the Israelite people, ‘You are
very stubborn. If I were to go with you
for even a moment, I would kill you. Now
take off your ﬁne clothing to show that
you are sorry for your sin. Then I will decide how I will punish you.’ ” 6 After the Israelite people left Mount Sinai, they wore
no more fancy clothing.
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7

As the Israelite people were traveling,
whenever they stopped and set up their
tents, Moses set up the sacred tent outside the camp, far from the camp. He
called it “the tent of meeting.” Everyone
who wanted Yahweh to decide something
for them would go out of the camp to the
tent of meeting. 8 Whenever Moses went
out to the tent of meeting, all the people
would stand at their own tent entrances
and watch him until he had walked into
the tent of meeting. 9 Whenever Moses
went into the tent of meeting, the tall
cloud would come down and stay at the
tent entrance, and then Yahweh would
talk with Moses. 10 When the people saw
the tall cloud at the entrance of the tent
of meeting, they would all worship Yahweh at their own tent entrances. 11 Yahweh would speak to Moses face to face like
someone speaks to his friend. Then Moses
would return to the camp. But his young
helper, Joshua son of Nun, would stay in
the tent of meeting.
12

Moses said to Yahweh, ”It is true that
you have told me, ‘Lead the people to the
land that I will show you,’ but you have
not told me whom you will send with
me! Nevertheless, you have said that you
know me well and that you are pleased
with me. 13 So now, if you are truly
pleased with me, I ask you, please tell me
the things that you are going to do in order
that I may know you better and continue
to please you. Please remember that the
Israelite people are the people whom you
chose to belong to you.” 14 Yahweh replied,
“I will go with you, and I will give you rest.”
15
Moses replied, ”If you do not go with me,
do not make us leave this place. 16 The
only way that others will know that you
are pleased with me and with your people is if you go with us! If you go with us,
it will show that we are different from all
the other people on the earth.” 17 Yahweh
replied to Moses, “I will do what you have

asked because I know you well and I am
pleased with you.”
18

Then Moses said, “Please let me see you
19
in all your power.”
Yahweh replied,
”I will let you see how great and powerful I am, and I will tell you clearly that my
name is Yahweh. I will act very kindly and
be merciful to all those whom I choose. 20
But I will not let you see my face because
anyone who sees my face will die. 21 But
look! Here is a place close to me where
you can stand on a large rock. 22 When I
come past you in all my power, I will put
you in a large hole in the rock, and I will
cover your face with my hand until I have
passed by. 23 Then I will take my hand
away, and you will see my back, but you
will not see my face.”

Chapter 34
1

Yahweh said to Moses, ”Cut two slabs of
stone that will be like the ﬁrst slabs, the
ones that you broke. Then I will write
on them the words that were on the ﬁrst
slabs. 2 Get ready tomorrow morning, and
come up to the top of Mount Sinai again
to talk with me there. 3 Do not allow anyone to come up with you. I do not want
anyone else to be anywhere on the mountain. Do not even allow any sheep or cattle
to graze at the base of the mountain.” 4 So
Moses cut two slabs of stone that were like
the ﬁrst ones. He rose early the next morning, picked up the slabs, and carried them
in his hands up to the top of Mount Sinai,
5
Then Yahas Yahweh had told him.
weh came down in the tall cloud and stood
with Moses there. Then he pronounced
his own name, Yahweh, in front of Moses.
6
Yahweh passed in front of him and said,
”I am Yahweh God. I always act mercifully
and kindly toward people and I do not get
angry quickly. I truly love people and I do
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what I promise to do for them. 7 I love people for thousands of generations. I forgive
people for all kinds of sins. But I will certainly punish those who are guilty. I will
punish not only them, but also I will punish their descendants, down to the third
and fourth generation.”
8

Moses bowed low down on the ground
and worshiped Yahweh. 9 He said, “My
Lord, if you are now pleased with me, I
ask that you go with us. These people are
very stubborn, but forgive us for all our
sins, and accept us as the people who belong to you forever.”
10

Yahweh replied, ”I am about to make a
covenant with your people, the Israelite
people. As they are watching, I will perform great miracles. They will see miracles that no one has ever done on the earth
in any people group. Everyone among
your people will see the great things that
I, Yahweh, will do. I will do things for
you all that will make you fear me. 11 Do
what I tell you to do today. I am about
to make the Amor, Canaan, Heth, Periz,
Hiv, and Jebus people groups leave the
land. 12 But be careful that you do not
make a covenant to live peacefully with
any of the people who live in the land into
which you are going because if you do
that, you will begin to do the evil things
that they do. It will be like falling into a
trap. 13 You must tear down their altars,
destroy their idols, and cut down the poles
that they use to worship Asherah. 14 You
must worship only me, and not worship
any other god because I, Yahweh, always
guard my honor, and I will not allow you
15
Do not
to worship any other gods.
make a covenant to live peacefully with
any group that lives in that land. When
they worship their gods and offer sacriﬁces to them and invite you to join them,
do not join them. If you join them, you
will eat the food that they sacriﬁce to their

gods, and you will not be faithful to me.
You will be like women who commit adultery, who are not faithful to their husbands. 16 If you take some of their women
to be wives for your sons, these women
will worship their own gods, and they will
also make your sons worship their gods.
17

Do not pour melted metal into molds to
make statues to worship.
18

Each year, during the month of Aviv, celebrate the Festival of Bread with no Yeast.
During that festival, for seven days you
must not eat bread made with yeast, as
I commanded you, because it was in that
month that you left Egypt.
19

Your ﬁrstborn sons and the ﬁrstborn
male animals of your cattle and sheep and
goats belong to me. 20 The ﬁrstborn of
your male donkeys also belong to me. But
you may buy them back by offering to me
lambs in their place. If you do not do that,
you must kill these animals by breaking
their necks. You must also buy back your
ﬁrstborn sons. You must bring an offering
to me each time you come to worship me.
21

Each week you may work for six days,
but on the seventh day you must rest.
Even during the times when you are plowing the ground and harvesting your crops,
you must rest on the seventh day.
22

Each year celebrate the Festival of Harvest when you begin to harvest the ﬁrst
crop of wheat, and also celebrate the Festival of Finished Harvest when you ﬁnish
harvesting the grain and fruit.
23

Three times each year all the men must
come to worship me, Yahweh, the God of
the Israelite people. 24 I will make the
people groups leave the land, and I will
make your territory larger. No one will try
to conquer your country when you come
to worship Yahweh your God three times
each year, during your festivals.
25
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not offer bread that is made with yeast. talk with Yahweh.
During the Passover festival, when you
sacriﬁce lambs, do not keep any of the
meat until the next morning.
26

Chapter 35

You must bring to my tent of meeting
the ﬁrst part of the grain that you harvest 1 Moses gathered all the Israelite people
every year. When you kill a young animal, together and said to them, ”This is what
do not cook it by boiling it in its mother’s Yahweh has commanded you to do. 2 Each
milk.”
week you may work for six days, but on
27
Yahweh said to Moses, “Write down the the seventh day, you must rest. It is a sawords that I have told you. By giving you cred day, dedicated to Yahweh. Anyone
these commands, I have made a covenant who does any work on the seventh day
must be killed. 3 Do not light a ﬁre in your
with you and with the Israelite people.”
homes on the rest days.”
28
Moses was there on the top of the
mountain with Yahweh for forty days and 4 Moses also said to all the Israelite people,
nights. During that time he did not eat ”This is what Yahweh has commanded. 5
or drink anything. He engraved on the Make offerings to Yahweh. Everyone who
stone slabs the words of the Ten Com- wants to should bring to Yahweh an ofmandments which belonged to Yahweh’s fering. The offerings can be gold, silver,
or bronze, 6 ﬁne white linen, blue, purcovenant.
ple or red woolen cloth, cloth made from
29
When Moses came back down the
goats’ hair, 7 rams’ skins that are tanned,
mountain carrying in his hand the two
sea cow skins, wood from acacia trees, 8
stone slabs on which were written the Ten
oil for the lamps, spices to put into the
Commandments, he did not know that his
olive oil for anointing and to put into the
face was shining. 30 When Aaron and
sweet-smelling incense, 9 onyx stones or
the Israelite people saw Moses, they were
other valuable stones to fasten onto the
amazed that his face was shining, and
priest’s sacred apron and to put on his sathey were afraid to come near him. 31 But
cred chest pouch.
Moses called to them, and Aaron and the
other Israelite leaders came to him, and 10 All the skilled workers among you
he talked with them. 32 Afterwards, all should come and make all the things that
the Israelite people came near, and he told Yahweh has commanded— 11 the sacred
them all the commands that Yahweh had tent with its covering, its fasteners, its
given to him on Mount Sinai. 33 When frames, its crossbars, its posts, and its
Moses ﬁnished talking to the people, he bases: 12 the sacred chest with its poles
covered his face with a cloth. 34 When- and its lid; the curtain that will separate
ever Moses entered the tent of meeting to the holy place from the very holy place.
talk with Yahweh, he would remove the 13 The workers also made the table with
cloth. When he came back out, he would the poles for carrying it and all the things
always tell the Israelite people everything that will be used with the table; the bread
that Yahweh had commanded him to tell to display before God; 14 the lampstand
them. 35 The Israelite people would see for the lamps with all the things that will
that Moses’ face was still shining. Then be used to take care of them; the oil for
he would put the cloth back on his face the lamps; 15 the altar for burning incense
again until the next time that he went to and the poles for carrying the altar; the oil
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for anointing and the sweet-smelling incense; the curtain for the entrance of the
sacred tent; 16 the altar for offering sacriﬁces that will be burned and its bronze
grating; the poles for carrying the altar
and all the things that will be used with
it; the washbasin and its base. 17 They
workers made the curtains to surround
the courtyard and the posts and bases for
the posts to support the curtains; the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; 18
the pegs and ropes for the sacred tent; 19
and the beautiful clothes that Aaron and
his sons are to wear when they do their
work in the holy place.”
20

Then all the Israelite people returned
to their tents. 21 Everyone who wished to
bring an offering to Yahweh did so. They
brought some of the things that would be
used to make the sacred tent, all the other
items that would be used in the rituals,
and everything needed to make the sacred
clothes for the priests. 22 All the men and
women who wished to brought gold ornaments, earrings, rings, necklaces, and
many other kinds of things made of gold,
and they dedicated them to Yahweh. 23
Many people who had blue, purple, or red
woolen cloth or ﬁne white linen or cloth
made from goats’ hair, or rams’ skins that
were tanned, or leather made from sea
cow skins, brought some of these things.
24
All those who had silver or bronze
brought them as offerings to Yahweh. All
those who had some acacia wood that
could be used for any of the work for the
people to worship Yahweh brought it. 25
All the women who were skilled to make
cloth brought ﬁne linen thread and blue,
purple, or red woolen yarn that they had
made. 26 All the women who wanted to
27
All
made thread from goats’ hair.
the leaders brought onyx stones and other
ﬁne stones to be fastened to Aaron’s sacred apron and his sacred chest pouch. 28
They also brought spices to put into the

sweet-smelling incense, and they brought
olive oil for the lamps and for the oil for
anointing and for putting in the sweetsmelling incense. 29 All the Israelite men
and women who wanted to brought these
things to offer them to Yahweh for doing
the work that he had commanded Moses
to do.
30

Moses said to the Israelite people, ”Listen carefully. Yahweh has chosen Bezalel son of Uri and grandson of Hur, from
the tribe of Judah. 31 Yahweh has enabled
his Spirit to live in Bezalel, has given him
ability and knowledge, and has enabled
him to know how to do very skilled work.
32
He can engrave skillful designs in gold,
silver, and bronze. 33 He can cut jewels
and enclose them in tiny gold frames and
can carve things from wood and do other
skilled work. 34 Yahweh has also given
to him and to Oholiab son of Ahisamak,
from the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach
their skills to others. 35 He has given to
them the ability to do all kinds of work
that is done by craftsmen—those who create artistic things, those who make ﬁne
white linen, those who embroider designs
using blue, purple, or red woolen yarn,
and those who make linen cloth. They are
able to plan many kinds of artistic work.

Chapter 36
1

Bezalel and Oholiab will take up this
work along with all the other gifted men
to whom Yahweh had given skills and the
understanding to do all the work needed
to build up the sacred tent. These men
followed all the instructions that Yahweh
gave them.
2

So the cra called Bezalel and Oholiab and
all the other skilled men to whom Yahweh
had given special ability and who wanted
to do some of the work. 3 Moses gave
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them all the things that the people had
brought as offerings to Yahweh for making the sacred tent. But the people continued bringing more things every morning. 4 As a result, the men who were doing various things to make the sacred tent
came to Moses, each of them what Yahweh commanded them. 5 So the craftsmen said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than we need to do the work
that Yahweh has commanded us!” 6 So
Moses gave them a message that others
proclaimed throughout the camp, saying
“No one should bring anything more as an
offering to make the sacred tent!” When
the people heard that, they did not bring
anything more. 7 What they had already
brought was enough to do all the work. In
fact, it was more than was needed!
8

All the most skilled men among the workmen made the sacred tent. They made it
from ten strips of ﬁne linen, and they carefully embroidered it using blue, purple,
and red woolen yarn to make ﬁgures that
resembled the winged creatures. Bezalel
designed all this. 9 Each strip was twelve
and four-ﬁfths meters long and one and
four-ﬁfths meters wide. 10 Bezalel and his
men sewed ﬁve strips together to make
one set, and they sewed the other ﬁve
strips together to make the other set. 11
For each set, Bezalel and his men made
loops of blue cloth and fastened them on
the outer edge of the strip, at the end of
each set. 12 They put 50 loops on the edge
of the ﬁrst set, and 50 loops on the edge of
the second set. 13 They made 50 gold fasteners to attach both of the sets together.
In that way, the inside of the sacred tent
was as though it were one piece. 14 Bezalel and his men made a cover for the sacred tent from 11 pieces of cloth made
from goats’ hair. 15 Each piece of cloth
was eighteen and one-third meters long
and one and four-ﬁfths meters wide. 16
They sewed ﬁve of these pieces of cloth to-

gether to make one set, and they sewed
the other six pieces of cloth together to
make another set. 17 They made one hundred loops of blue cloth. They fastened
ﬁfty of them to the outer edge of the one
set and they fastened ﬁfty to the outer
edge of the other set. 18 Bezalel and his
men made 50 bronze clasps and joined
the two sets together with them. In that
way it formed one cover. 19 They made
two more covers for the sacred tent. They
made one from rams’ skins that had been
tanned, and they made the top cover from
20
goatskin leather.
Bezalel and his
men made forty-eight frames from acacia wood and set them up to support the
covers for the sacred tent. 21 Each frame
was four and three-ﬁfths meters long and
three-quarters of a meter wide. 22 They
made two projections at the bottom of
each frame. These were for fastening
the frames to the bases underneath them.
Each frame had these projections. 23 The
skilled workmen made twenty frames for
the south side of the sacred tent. 24 Bezalel and his men made forty silver bases to
go underneath them. Two bases went under each frame. The projections on each
frame ﬁt into these bases. 25 Similarly,
they made twenty frames for the north
side of the sacred tent. 26 They also made
forty silver bases for them with two bases
under each frame. 27 For the rear of the
sacred tent, on the west side, Bezalel and
his men made six frames. 28 They also
made two extra frames, one for each corner of the rear of the sacred tent, to pro29
The two corner
vide extra support.
frames were separate from each other at
the bottom but joined together at the top.
At the top of each of the two corner frames,
Bezalel and his men fastened a gold ring
for holding the crossbar. 30 In that way,
for the rear of the sacred tent there were
eight frames, and there were 16 bases, two
bases under each frame. 31 Bezalel and
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his men made 15 crossbars from acacia
wood. Five of them were for the frames
on the north side of the sacred tent, 32 ﬁve
for the south side, and ﬁve for the frames
at the rear of the sacred tent, the west
side. 33 The workmen made crossbars on
the north, south, and west sides of the sacred tent and fastened them to the middle of the frames. The two long crossbars
extended from one end of the sacred tent
to the other, and the crossbar on the west
side extended from one side of the sacred
tent to the other. 34 The workmen covered
the frames with gold and fastened gold
rings to the poles. They then put the crossbars into the rings. They also covered the
crossbars with gold.
35

Bezalel and his men made a curtain
from ﬁne white linen. Skilled craftsmen
embroidered it with blue, purple, and red
woolen yarn, making designs to represent
the winged creatures. 36 They hung the
curtain from four posts that were made
from acacia wood and covered with gold.
They set each post in a silver base. 37 Bezalel and his men made a curtain to cover
the entrance of the sacred tent. They
made it from ﬁne linen, and a skilled
weaver embroidered it with blue, purple,
and red woolen yarn. 38 To support this
curtain, they also made ﬁve posts from
acacia wood and fastened gold clasps to
them. They covered the posts and their
rods with gold and made a bronze base for
each of those posts.

Chapter 37
1

Then Bezalel and his men made the
sacred chest from acacia wood. It was
one meter long, three-quarters of a meter
wide, and three-quarters of a meter high.
2
They covered it with pure gold inside
and outside the chest, and they made a

gold border around the top of it. 3 They
made four rings from gold and fastened
them to the legs of the chest. They put
4
two rings on each side of the chest.
They made two poles from acacia wood
and covered them with gold. 5 They put
the poles into the rings on the sides of the
chest, in order that Levites could carry the
chest using the poles. 6 They made a lid for
the chest. It also was one meter long and
three-quarters of a meter wide. 7 Bezalel and his men made two winged creatures from hammered gold, to put them
on the two ends of the chest’s lid. 8 They
put one creature at each end of the chest,
and they joined the gold of the creatures
to the gold of the lid so that the creatures
were one piece with the lid. 9 They placed
the winged creatures so that their wings
touched each other and spread out over
the lid. The creatures faced each other,
looking toward the lid’s center.
10

Bezalel and his men made a table from
acacia wood. It was one meter long, onehalf meter wide, and three-quarters of a
meter high. 11 They covered it with pure
gold, and they put a gold border around
it. 12 They made a rim all around it, fourﬁfths of a meter wide. Then they put
a gold border around the rim. 13 They
made four rings from gold and fastened
the rings to the four corners of the table, one ring close to each leg of the ta14
Bezalel and his men fastened
ble.
the rings to the table near the rim. 15
They made two poles from acacia wood
and covered them with gold. They then
inserted the poles for carrying the table
into the rings. 16 They also made from
pure gold all the things for the table—the
plates, the cups, the jars and the bowls
to be used when the priests poured out
wine to offer to Yahweh. 17 Bezalel and
his men made the lampstand from pure
gold. Its base and shaft were hammered
from one large lump of gold. The cups
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for holding the oil, the ﬂower buds and
the petals that decorated the branches of
the lamp, the base, and the shaft were
all hammered from one big lump of gold.
18
There were six branches on the lampstand, three on each side of the shaft. 19
Each of the six branches had on it three
things that looked like almond blossoms.
These things also had ﬂower buds and
20
ﬂower petals.
On the shaft of the
lampstand there were four gold cups that
also looked like almond blossoms, each
one with ﬂower buds and ﬂower petals. 21
On each side, beneath and extending from
each branch, there was one ﬂower bud. 22
All these ﬂower buds and branches, along
with the shaft, were hammered from one
large lump of pure gold. 23 Bezalel and
his men also made seven small cups for
holding oil. They made from pure gold
the tongs for removing the burned wicks
and the trays in which to put the burned
wicks. 24 They used thirty-three kilograms
of pure gold to make the lampstand and
all the things that the priests would use to
take care of it.
25

Bezalel and his men made the altar for
burning incense from acacia wood. It was
square, one-half meter on each side and
one meter high. They made a projection
that looked like a horn on each of the
top corners. The projections were carved
from the same block of wood as the altar.
26
They covered the top and the four sides,
including the projections, with pure gold.
They put a gold border around the altar
near the top. 27 Bezalel and his men made
two gold rings for carrying the altar. Then
they attached them to the altar below the
border, one on each side of the altar. The
poles for carrying the altar ﬁt into those
rings. 28 They made those two poles from
acacia wood and covered them with gold.
29
They also made the sacred oil for anointing and the pure sweet-smelling incense.
A skilled perfumer mixed the incense to-

gether.

Chapter 38
1

Bezalel and his men made the altar for
burning sacriﬁces out of acacia wood. It
was square, two and one-third meters on
each side, and it was one and two-ﬁfths
meters high. 2 They made a projection
that looked like a horn on each of the
top corners. The projections were carved
from the same block of wood from which
the altar was made. They covered the
whole altar with bronze. 3 They made
the pans in which to put the ashes from
the animal sacriﬁces. They also made the
shovels for cleaning out the ashes. They
made the basins and forks for turning the
meat as it cooked, and buckets for carrying hot coals. They made all of these
things from bronze. 4 They also made a
bronze grate to hold the wood and burning coals. They put the grate under the
rim that was around the altar. They made
it so that it was inside the altar, halfway
down. 5 They made bronze rings in which
to put the poles for carrying the altar, and
fastened them to each of the corners of the
altar. 6 They made the poles from acacia wood and covered them with bronze.
7
They put the poles for carrying the altar
through the rings on each side of the altar.
The altar was like an open box, made from
boards of acacia wood.
8

Bezalel and his men made the washbasin
and its base from bronze. The bronze
was from the mirrors that belonged to the
women who worked at the entrance of the
sacred tent.
9

Around the sacred tent Bezalel and his
helpers made a courtyard. To form the
courtyard, they made curtains of ﬁne
white linen. On the south side, the curtain
was forty-ﬁve and three-quarters meters
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long. 10 To support the curtain, they made
twenty bronze posts and twenty bronze
bases, one for under each post. To fasten the curtains to the posts, they made
silver hooks, and they made metal rods
11
covered with silver.
They made the
same kind of curtains, posts, bases and
hooks for the north side of the courtyard.
12
On the west side of the courtyard, they
made a curtain twenty-three meters long.
They also made ten posts to support the
curtains and ten bases, with silver hooks
and metal rods covered with silver. 13 On
the east side, where the entrance is, the
courtyard was twenty-three meters wide.
14
On one side of the entrance, Bezalel
and his men made a curtain about seven
meters wide with three posts and three
bases. 15 On the other side of the entrance,
they made a curtain about seven meters
wide with three posts and three bases. 16
They made all the curtains around the
17
courtyard from ﬁne linen.
All the
posts around the courtyard were made of
bronze, but they covered the tops with silver. They connected the posts with metal
rods that they covered with silver. They
also made the clasps and hooks with silver. 18 For the entrance of the courtyard,
they made a curtain from ﬁne white linen,
and a skilled weaver embroidered it with
blue, purple, and red woolen yarn. The
curtain was nine meters long and two and
one-third meters high, just like the other
curtains around the courtyard. 19 All the
curtains were made of ﬁne linen. They
were supported by four posts, and under
each post was a base made of bronze. All
the posts around the courtyard were connected with metal rods covered with silver. The clasps were made of silver, and
the tops of the posts were covered with
silver. 20 All the tent pegs to support the
sacred tent and the curtains around the
courtyard were made of bronze.
21

used to make the sacred tent. Moses told
some men from the tribe of Levi to count
all the materials used and write down
the amounts. Ithamar son of Aaron the
priest, supervised those men. 22 Bezalel
son of Uri and grandson of Hur made all
the things that Yahweh had commanded
Moses to make. 23 Bezalel’s helper was
Oholiab son of Ahisamak, from the tribe
of Dan. Oholiab was a skilled engraver
who made artistic things. He embroidered designs using blue, purple, and red
woolen yarn, and linen. 24 All the gold
that was used to make the sacred tent
weighed 965 kilograms. They used the oﬃcial standard when they weighed the gold.
25
All the silver that the people contributed
when the leaders took the census weighed
about 3,320 kilograms. They also used the
oﬃcial standard when they weighed the
silver. 26 All the men who were at least
twenty years old were counted, and they
each paid the required amount. That was
a total of 603,550 men. 27 They used 33
kilograms of silver for making each of the
one hundred bases to put under the posts
to support the curtains of the sacred tent,
for a total of 3,300 kilograms in all. 28 Bezalel and his helpers used the twenty kilograms of silver that was not used for the
bases to make the rods and the hooks for
the posts and to cover the tops of the posts.
29
The bronze that the people contributed
weighed about 2,300 kilograms. 30 With
the bronze Bezalel and his helpers made
the bases to support the posts at the entrance of the sacred tent. They also made
the altar for burning sacriﬁces with its
grate and the tools to be used with it, 31 the
bases for the posts that supported the curtains that surrounded the courtyard, the
bases for the entrance to the courtyard,
and the pegs for the sacred tent and for
the curtains around the courtyard.

Here is a list of the amounts of metal
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Chapter 39
1

Bezalel, Oholiab, and the other skilled
workmen made the beautiful clothes for
Aaron to wear while he did his work as a
priest in the holy place. They made them
from blue, purple, and red woolen cloth,
just as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
2
They made the sacred apron from ﬁne
white linen and from blue, purple, and
red woolen cloth. 3 They hammered some
thin sheets of gold and cut them into thin
strips that they embroidered into the ﬁne
linen and into the blue, purple, and red
cloth. 4 The sacred apron had two shoulder straps, to join the front part to the back
part at its sides. 5 A carefully woven belt,
which was made from the same materials as the sacred apron, was sewn onto
the sacred apron. This was made exactly
6
as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
Bezalel and his men cut two onyx stones
and enclosed them in a tiny frame, and a
skilled gem cutter engraved on the stones
the names of the twelve sons of Jacob. 7
They fastened the stones to the shoulder
straps of the sacred apron to represent the
twelve tribes of Israel, exactly as Yahweh
had commanded Moses. 8 They made the
sacred chest pouch with the same materials as the sacred apron and embroidered
it in the same way. 9 It was square, and
the material was folded double, so that
it was twenty-three centimeters on each
side. 10 They fastened four rows of valuable stones onto the pouch. In the ﬁrst
row, they put a red ruby, a yellow topaz,
and a red garnet. 11 In the second row,
they put a green emerald, a blue sapphire,
and a white diamond. 12 In the third row
they put a red jacinth, a white agate, and
a purple amethyst. 13 In the fourth row,
they put a yellow beryl, a red carnelian,
and a green jasper. They put tiny gold
frames around each of the stones. 14 On
each of the twelve stones they engraved

the name of one of the sons of Jacob, to
represent one of the twelve tribes of Israel.
15
They made two chains from pure gold
and braided them like cords, to attach the
sacred pouch to the sacred apron. 16 They
made two gold rings, and they attached
them to the upper corners of the sacred
pouch. 17 They fastened one end of each
gold chain to a ring. 18 They fastened the
other end of each chain to one of the two
settings that enclosed the stones and then
attached the sacred pouch to the shoulder
straps of the sacred apron. 19 Then they
made two more gold rings and attached
them to the lower corners of the sacred
pouch, on the inside edges, next to the sacred apron. 20 They made two more gold
rings and attached them to the lower part
of the front of the shoulder straps, near to
where the shoulder straps were joined to
the sacred apron, just above the carefully
woven sash. 21 They tied the rings on the
sacred pouch to the rings on the sacred
apron with a blue cord, so that the sacred
pouch was above the sash and would not
come loose from the sacred apron. They
did these things just as Yahweh had instructed Moses to do.
22

They made the robe that was to be worn
underneath the priest’s sacred apron;
they used only blue cloth. 23 It had an
opening through which the priest would
put his head. They sewed a border around
this opening to prevent the material from
tearing. 24 At the lower edge on the robe
they fastened decorations that resembled
pomegranate fruit. The decorations were
woven from blue, purple, and red woolen
yarn. 25 Between each of these decorations, they fastened a tiny bell made from
pure gold 26 for Aaron to wear while he
did his work as a priest. They made all
these things exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
27
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ﬁne linen for Aaron and his sons. 28 They
also made a turban of ﬁne linen for Aaron
to wear around his head. They made the
caps and the undershorts for Aaron’s sons
from ﬁne linen. 29 They made the embroidered sash for Aaron from ﬁne linen and
from blue, purple, and red woolen cloth,
and they embroidered designs on it using
blue, purple, and red woolen yarn, exactly
30
as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
They also made the tiny ornament of pure
gold and had a skilled workman engrave
on it the words, “Dedicated to Yahweh.” 31
They fastened this to the front of the turban by a blue cord, just as Yahweh had
commanded Moses.
32

Finally, they ﬁnished all the work of
making the sacred tent and brought everything to Moses. They had made them
exactly as Yahweh had commanded them
to. 33 They brought to him the sacred tent
and all the things that were used with it—
the hooks, the frames, the crossbars, the
posts and their bases; 34 the coverings for
the sacred tent that were made of tanned
rams’ skins and goatskins; the curtains; 35
the sacred chest that contained the stone
slabs on which the commandments were
written and the lid for the chest. 36 The
workers also ﬁnished these items for the
sacred tent: The table with all the things
to be used with it and the bread to display before God; 37 the lampstand made
of pure gold with all its lamps and the
things that were used to take care of it,
and the oil for the lamps; 38 the golden altar for burning incense, the oil for anointing, the sweet-smelling incense, and the
curtain for the entrance to the sacred tent;
39
the bronze altar for burning sacriﬁces
with its bronze grating, the poles for carrying it, and all the other things that were
used with it, as well as the washbasin and
40
its base.
They also brought the curtains that would surround the courtyard,
the posts and bases that supported them,

the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard and its ropes, the tent pegs, and all
the other things that would be used in the
sacred tent; 41 the beautiful sacred clothes
for Aaron and his sons to wear when they
did their work in the holy place, and the
clothes for his sons to wear as they did
their work as priests. 42 The people of
Israel had done all this work exactly as
Yahweh had commanded Moses. 43 Then
Moses saw all the work that they had done.
Truly, they had done everything exactly as
Yahweh had commanded that it should be
done. Then Moses blessed the workmen.

Chapter 40
1

Then Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”Next year,
on the ﬁrst day of the ﬁrst month, tell the
people to set up the sacred tent. 3 Put inside it the sacred chest that contains the
stone slabs on which are engraved the Ten
Commandments, and hang its curtain in
front of it. 4 Bring the table into the sacred
tent, and place on it all the things that they
made for it. Then bring in the lampstand
and set the lamps in it. 5 Put the gold altar for burning incense in front of the sacred chest, and set up the curtain at the entrance of the sacred tent. 6 Put the altar for
burning sacriﬁces in front of the sacred
tent. 7 Put the washbasin between the sacred tent and the altar, and ﬁll it with water. 8 Hang the curtains around the courtyard, and also hang up the curtain that
your workmen made for the entrance. 9
Then take the oil for anointing and put it
on the sacred tent and everything that is
in it, to set it all apart for me. Then it will
be very special, reserved only for me. 10
Also put some of the oil on the altar on
which the priests will burn the sacriﬁces
that they will offer to me. Also put some of
the oil on all the things that they will use at
the altar, and set them apart for me. Then
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they will be special, reserved only for me.
11
Also put some of the oil on the washbasin and its base, to set them apart for
me. 12 Then bring Aaron and his sons to
the entrance of the sacred tent, and wash
them with water. 13 Then set Aaron apart
for me by putting his special clothes on
him and by pouring oil on him. Do this
so he may serve me as a priest who comes
before me. 14 Also bring Aaron’s sons and
put their special tunics on them; 15 then
pour oil on them just as you did on their father. Do this so that they also may worship
me as priests. By pouring oil on them, you
will cause them and their descendants to
be priests throughout all their future generations.”
16

Moses and the men working with him
did all these things exactly as Yahweh had
17
On the ﬁrst
commanded him to do.
day of the ﬁrst month of the next year,
the year after the people had come out of
Egypt, the people set up the sacred tent. 18
They did what Moses told them to do; they
set up the sacred tent and its bases; they
set up the frames, attached the crossbars,
and put up the posts for the curtains. 19
Then they spread out the coverings over
the sacred tent, exactly as Yahweh had
commanded Moses. 20 Then Moses took
the two stone slabs on which the commandments were written and put them
into the sacred chest. He caused the workmen to put the carrying poles into the
rings on the chest and put the lid on top
of it. 21 Then Moses took the chest into
the holy place inside the sacred tent and
hung the curtain. After he did that, the
people who were outside could not see
the chest. He did all this exactly as Yahweh had commanded him. 22 He caused
the workmen to set the table inside the sacred tent, on the north side, outside the
curtain. 23 They placed on the table the
bread in order to display it before Yahweh, exactly as Yahweh had commanded

Moses to do. 24 Moses’s workmen set the
lampstand inside the sacred tent, on the
south side, on the other side of the table. 25
Then they set the lamps on the lampstand
in Yahweh’s presence, exactly as Yahweh
26
had commanded.
Moses’s workmen
set the gold altar for burning incense inside the sacred tent, in front of the curtain that separated the holy place from the
very holy place, 27 and they burned some
sweet-smelling incense on it, exactly as
Yahweh had commanded Moses to do. 28
Moses’s workmen hung the curtain at the
entrance to the sacred tent. 29 At the entrance to the sacred tent, they placed the
altar for offering sacriﬁces that the priests
were to burn. Then they burned on it the
meat and the ﬂour that they offered, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses
to do. 30 They set the washbasin between
the sacred tent and the bronze altar, and
they ﬁlled the washbasin with water. 31-32
Every time Moses, Aaron, or Aaron’s sons
went into the sacred tent or went up to the
altar, they washed their hands and feet,
exactly as Yahweh had commanded them
through Moses to do. 33 Moses’s workmen
hung up the curtains that surrounded the
courtyard and the altar, and they hung the
curtain at the entrance to the courtyard.
In this way Moses caused the people to
complete all that work.
34

Then the tall cloud covered the sacred
tent, and Yahweh’s power and brilliant
light ﬁlled the sacred tent. 35 Because the
light was very bright, Moses was not able
36
From that
to enter the sacred tent.
day, whenever the people of Israel wanted
to move to another place, they went only
when the cloud rose from above the sacred tent and moved on. 37 If the cloud
did not rise, they stayed where they were
and waited for the cloud to rise and move.
38
Wherever they traveled, the cloud that
showed Yahweh’s presence was above the
sacred tent during the day, and a bright
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ﬁre was over it at night. All the people of
Israel could see it at any time, for as long
as they were traveling to the land that God
had promised to give them.
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one of the priests will take all of it and
completely burn all of it on the altar. And
the good odor as the sacriﬁce burns will
be pleasing to Yahweh.

Chapter 1

14

1

While Moses was standing near the entrance to the sacred tent, Yahweh called to
him from inside the tent. He said to Moses
2
to say this to the Israelite people: ”When
any of you brings an offering to Yahweh,
bring one of your sheep or goats or cattle.
3

If what you are offering is a bull to be
completely burned on the altar, it must be
without any defect. You must take it to the
entrance to the sacred tent, in order that it
may be acceptable to Yahweh. 4 You must
lay your hands on the head of the bull.
When you do that, Yahweh will accept its
death in your place to forgive you for the
sins that you have committed. 5 You must
slaughter the young bull in front of Yahweh. Then Aaron’s sons, who are priests,
will bring the blood and throw it against
all sides of the altar near the entrance to
the sacred tent. 6 You must remove the
skin of the animal and cut the animal into
pieces. You must wash the inner parts and
the legs of the bull. 7 Then Aaron’s sons
will put wood on the altar and light a ﬁre.
8
Then they will arrange the pieces, including the head and the fat, on the burning
wood. 9 Then one of the priests will completely burn all of it on the altar. And the
good odor will be pleasing to Yahweh.

If what you are offering to Yahweh is
birds, you must offer a dove or a young
pigeon. 15 The priest will take it to the altar and wring off its head. Then he will
burn the head on the altar. He will drain
out the bird’s blood onto the side of the
altar. 16 Then he will remove the bird’s
craw and what is inside it, and throw it on
the east side of the altar, where they also
throw the ashes. 17 Then he will grasp the
bird’s wings and tear the bird open partially, but never all the way. Then he will
burn it completely in the ﬁre on the altar.
And the good odor will be pleasing to Yahweh.

Chapter 2
1

If you bring to Yahweh an offering of
ﬂour, it must consist of ﬁnely ground
ﬂour. You must pour olive oil on it, as well
as some incense, 2 and take it to one of the
priests. The priest will take a handful of
it and burn it on the altar. That part will
symbolize how our prayers go up to Yahweh as we give him thanks for his goodness. 3 The part of that ﬂour offering that
is not burned will belong to Aaron and
his sons. It is something set apart for the
priests out of the offerings that you will
10
If you are offering a sheep or a goat, it
give to Yahweh.
must be a male without any defect. 11 You
must slaughter it in front of Yahweh, on 4 If you bring an offering that is made
the north side of the altar and drain all from ﬂour, something that is baked in
the blood into a bowl. Then Aaron’s sons an oven, it must be made from ﬁnely
will sprinkle the blood against all sides of ground ﬂour. You may bring loaves made
the altar. 12 You must cut the animal into from ﬂour mixed with olive oil but withpieces. You must wash the inner parts and out yeast, or you may bring wafers with
the legs of the animal. Then the priests olive oil smeared on them, but also made
will arrange the pieces, including the head without yeast. 5 If your ﬂour offering is
and the fat, on the burning wood. 13 Then cooked on a griddle, it must be made from

130

LEVITICUS
ﬁnely ground ﬂour mixed with olive oil
and without yeast. 6 You must crumble it
and pour olive oil on it. That will be your
offering made from ﬂour. 7 If your offering that is made from ﬂour is cooked in
a pan, it must be made of ﬁnely ground
8
ﬂour mixed with olive oil.
Bring to
Yahweh your ﬂour offering. Give it to the
priest, and he will take it to the altar. 9 He
will take a part of it that will symbolize
that all the ﬂour offering belongs to Yahweh. He will burn that part on the altar,
and the good odor as it burns will be pleasing to Yahweh. 10 The part of the ﬂour
offering that is not burned will belong to
Aaron and his sons. It is something set
apart for God from the offerings given to
Yahweh by burning them in a ﬁre.
11

Every ﬂour offering that is made from
grain and that you bring to Yahweh must
be made without yeast, because you must
not put any yeast or honey in any offering
to Yahweh that a priest burns on the altar.
12
You may bring to Yahweh an offering of
the ﬁrst part of your harvest, but that offering is not to be burned on the altar to
produce a good odor that will be pleasing
to Yahweh. 13 Put salt on all your offerings
that are made from ﬂour. The salt represents the covenant that your God made
with you, so be sure that you do not forget
to put salt on those ﬂour offerings.
14

If you bring to Yahweh a ﬂour offering from the ﬁrst part of your harvest of
grain, offer some new grain that has been
crushed and roasted in a ﬁre. 15 Put olive
oil and incense on it, and that will be your
offering made from ﬂour. 16 The priest
will take a part of it that will symbolize
that all the offering truly belongs to Yahweh. He will burn that part on the altar,
to be an offering given to Yahweh by burning it in a ﬁre.

Chapter 3
1

When you offer to Yahweh an animal
to promise friendship with him, you may
bring a bull or a cow from your herd of
cattle, but what you present to Yahweh
must be an animal that has no defects.
2
You must bring the animal to the entrance to the sacred tent. You must lay
your hands on its head. Then you must
slaughter it and catch some of its blood in
a bowl. Then one of Aaron’s sons, one of
the priests, will sprinkle the blood against
all sides of the altar. 3 From that offering you must bring to Yahweh a sacriﬁce
that a priest will burn in the ﬁre. That will
consist of all the fat that covers the inner
parts of the animal, or which is attached
to them— 4 the kidneys and the fat that
is attached to them near the lower back
muscle, and the fat that covers the liver.
5
Then one of the priests will burn those
things on the altar, along with the other
parts of the animal that he will completely
burn as an offering to Yahweh. And the
good odor will be pleasing to Yahweh.
6

If that offering to promise friendship
with Yahweh is a sheep or a goat, it must
also be an animal that has no defects. 7 If
you offer a lamb, you must present it to
Yahweh at the entrance to the sacred tent.
You must lay your hands on the lamb’s
head and then slaughter it. You must
catch some of its blood in a bowl. 8 Then
one of the priests will sprinkle that blood
against all sides of the altar. 9 From that
offering you must separate these things to
be a sacriﬁce to Yahweh that is burned: Its
fat, the fat tail that you must cut off close
to the backbone, and all the fat that covers the inner parts of the lamb or which
is attached to them— 10 the kidneys with
the fat that is on them near the lower back
muscle, and the fat that covers the liver. 11
One of the priests will burn those things
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6
on the altar to be an offering to Yahweh. the sacred tent.
He must dip one of
Those things will come from your food his ﬁngers into the blood and sprinkle it
supplies.
seven times in the presence of Yahweh, in
the holy
12
If your offering is a goat, you must front of the curtain that separates
7
place
from
the
very
holy
place.
Then
he
take it to Yahweh. 13 You must lay your
hands on its head. Then you must slaugh- must put some of the blood on the projecter it in front of the sacred tent. Then tions at the corners of the altar where fraone of Aaron’s sons will sprinkle the blood grant incense is burned in the sacred tent
against all sides of the altar. 14 From that in the presence of Yahweh. The remainoffering you must separate these things to ing part of the bull’s blood that is still in
be a sacriﬁce to Yahweh that is burned: the bowl, he must pour out at the base
All the fat that covers the inner parts of of the altar, where sacriﬁces are burned,
8
the animal or which is attached to them. at the entrance to the sacred tent.
15
Also separate the kidneys with the fat From that offering the high priest must
that is on them near the lower back mus- separate these things from the bull that is
cle, and the fat that covers the liver. 16 to be burned: The fat that covers the inThe priest will burn those things on the ner parts of9 the bull or which is attached
altar to be an offering to Yahweh. Those to them— the kidneys and the fat that
things will come from your food supplies. is attached to them near the lower back
muscle, and the fat that covers the liver.
And the good odor will be pleasing to Yah- 10
Then the high priest must completely
weh. All the fat of the animals that are sacburn those things on the altar. That will
riﬁced belongs to Yahweh.
be just like when the fat is removed from
17
This is a command that must be obeyed an animal that is sacriﬁced to promised
by you and your descendants forever, friendship with Yahweh. 11 But all the
wherever you live. You must not eat the other parts of the animal—its skin and all
fat or the blood of any animal.”
its other meat, its head and its legs, its inner parts and the intestines, 12 he must
take outside the camp and throw them in
a place that is made acceptable to Yahweh,
where the ashes are thrown, and he must
1
Then Yahweh told Moses 2 to say this to burn them in a ﬁre on the pile of ashes.

Chapter 4

the Israelite people, ”This is what anyone 13 If all the Israelite people sin without
must do if he sins without intending to sin, intending to sin, doing something that is
that is, if he does something that breaks forbidden in any of Yahweh’s commands,
any of Yahweh’s commands.
they will be guilty, even if they do not re3
If the high priest sins and that causes all alize that they have sinned. 14 When they
the people to be guilty, he must bring to realize that they have committed a sin, toYahweh a young bull that has no defects. gether they must bring a young bull to be
That will be an offering for the sin that he an offering for their sin, to the front of
has committed. 4 He must bring the bull the sacred tent. 15 The elders must lay
to the entrance to the sacred tent. He must their hands on the bull’s head in the preslay his hands on its head. Then he must ence of Yahweh and slaughter it and catch
slaughter it in front of Yahweh and catch some of the blood in a bowl. 16 Then the
some of the blood in a bowl. 5 Then the high priest must take some of that blood
priest must take some of that blood into into the sacred tent. 17 He must dip one
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of his ﬁngers into the blood and sprinkle
it seven times in the presence of Yahweh,
in front of the curtain that separates the
holy place from the very holy place. 18
Then he must put some of the blood on
the projections at the corners of the altar
that is in the presence of Yahweh in the sacred tent. The remaining part of the bull’s
blood he must pour out at the base of the
altar where sacriﬁces are burned, at the
entrance of the sacred tent. 19 He must remove all the animal’s fat and burn it on
the altar. 20 He must do with this bull the
same things that he did with the bull that
was an offering for his own sins, and they
will be forgiven. 21 Then the priest must
take the other parts of the bull outside the
camp and burn them, like he does when
he himself has sinned. That will be the offering for the sin that all the people have
committed, and they will be forgiven.

a priest sins without intending to sin, and
does something that is forbidden in any of
the commands of Yahweh his God, he will
be guilty. 28 When he realizes that he has
committed a sin, he must bring as his offering a female goat that has no defects. 29
He must lay his hands on the goat’s head
and slaughter it at the place where they
slaughter the animals that they will burn
completely on the altar, and catch some
of the blood in a bowl. 30 Then the priest
must dip one of his ﬁngers in it, and put
some of the blood on the projections at the
corners of the altar. Then he must pour
out the rest of the blood at the base of the
31
altar.
Then he must remove all the
goat’s fat, and burn all the fat on the altar,
like was done with the fat of the offering
to maintain fellowship with Yahweh. And
the good odor will be pleasing to Yahweh.
As a result of the priest doing that, the person will no longer be guilty for his sin, and
22
When one of the leaders sins without he will be forgiven.
intending to sin, doing something that is
forbidden in any of the commands of Yahweh his God, he will be guilty. 23 When
he realizes that he has committed a sin,
32
If that person brings a lamb to be his
he must bring as his offering a male goat
24
He must lay his offering for sin, he must bring a female
that has no defects.
33
He must lay
hands on the goat’s head in the presence lamb that has no defects.
of Yahweh and slaughter it at the place his hands on the lamb’s head and slaughwhere they slaughter the animals that will ter it at the place where they slaughter the
be completely burned on the altar. That animals that will be completely burned on
will be an offering for his sin. 25 Then the the altar, and catch some of the blood in a
34
Then the priest must dip one of
priest must put some of the animal’s blood bowl.
into a bowl and dip one of his ﬁngers in it his ﬁngers in it and put some of the blood
and put some of the blood on the corners on the projections at the corners of the alof the projections of the altar. Then he tar. Then he must pour out the rest of the
35
Then he
must pour out the rest of the blood at the blood at the base of the altar.
26
must
remove
all
the
lamb’s
fat,
and
burn
Then he must burn all
base of the altar.
the fat on the altar, like was done with the all the fat on the altar, like was done with
fat of the offering to promise friendship the fat of the offering to promise friendwith Yahweh. As a result of the priest’s do- ship with Yahweh. He must burn it on top
ing that, the leader will no longer be guilty of the other offerings to Yahweh that are
being burned. As a result, the priest will
for his sin and he will be forgiven.
request God to forgive that person for his
27
If one of the Israelite people who is not sin, and he will be forgiven.
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Chapter 5

an offering for your sin. 10 The priest will
then do what I have commanded and offer
the other bird to be completely burned on
1
If a judge orders any of you to tell in the altar. Then you will no longer be guilty
court something that you have seen or for the sin you have committed, and Yahsomething that you heard someone say, weh will forgive you.
but if you refuse to say what you know to
be true, you must pay a penalty for refus- 11 However, if you are very poor and cannot afford two doves or two pigeons, you
ing to tell what you know.
must bring to be an offering for your sin
2
If you accidentally touch something
two liters of ﬁne ﬂour. You must not put
which God considers impure such as the
olive oil or incense on it, because it is an
carcass of a wild animal or the carcass of
12
You must take it to
offering for sin.
your animals that has died, or of an anthe priest. He will take a handful of it to
imal that crawls along the ground, you
symbolize that the whole offering truly bemust pay a penalty.
longs to Yahweh, and burn it on the altar,
3
If you touch anything that has made any- on top of the other offerings. 13 When he
one else unacceptable to God, even if you does that, the priest will enable you to no
did not intend to touch it, when you real- longer be guilty for any of the sins that you
ize what you have done, you must pay a have committed, and God will forgive you.
penalty.
The part of the offering that is not burned
4
If you carelessly make a solemn promise will belong to the priest, just as in the case
to do something that is either good or that of the offerings made from ﬂour.”

is bad, when you realize that you cannot 14 Yahweh also said to Moses to tell the
do it, you must pay a penalty.
people: 15 ”When you sin, without intend5
If you are guilty of committing any of ing to, by not giving to me, Yahweh, the
those sins, you must confess what you things that you are required to give to him,
have done. 6 And as a penalty, you must you must pay a penalty by bringing to me
bring to Yahweh a female lamb or female a ram that has no defects. You must degoat as an offering for the sin that you termine how much silver it is worth, by
have committed, and the priest will sac- using the oﬃcial standard in the sacred
riﬁce it, and then you will no longer be tent. It will be an offering to cause you to
no longer be guilty. 16 But you must also
guilty for your sin.
make restitution for failing to pay him
7
If you are poor and cannot afford to
what has been set apart as only for him.
bring a lamb, you must bring to Yahweh
Also, you must add one-ﬁfth of its value.
two doves or two pigeons. One will be an
You must give that to the priest. He will
offering for your sin, and the other will be
offer the ram as a sacriﬁce for the sin that
an offering that will be completely burned
you have committed and cause you to no
on the altar. 8 You must bring them to the
longer be guilty, and I will forgive you.
priest. First he will offer one of them to be
an offering for your sin. He will wring its 17 If you sin by doing something that is forneck to kill it, but he must not pull off its bidden in any of my commands, even if
head completely. 9 Then he must sprinkle you do not know that you have disobeyed
some of the blood against the side of the al- one of my commands, you are still guilty;
tar. The remaining blood must be drained you must pay a penalty to me. 18 When
out at the base of the altar. That will be you realize what you have done, you must
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bring a ram to the priest as an offering
in order that you will no longer be guilty.
You must bring one that has no defects.
The priest will offer the ram to be a sacriﬁce to me, and as a result you will no
longer be guilty for the sin that you have
committed, and I will forgive you. 19 It is
an offering to cause you to no longer be
guilty for sinning against me.”

he must remove the ashes of the offering
from the ﬁre and put them beside the altar. 11 Then he must take off those clothes
and put on other clothes, and take the
ashes outside the camp, to a place that
has been made acceptable to me. 12 The
ﬁre on the altar must always be kept burning. The priest must not allow it to go out.
Each morning the priest must put more
ﬁrewood on the ﬁre. Then he must arrange more offerings on the ﬁre, and burn
on the altar the fat of the offerings to be
burned to promise friendship with Yahweh. 13 The ﬁre on the altar must be kept
1
Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”If you sin burning continually. The priest must not
against me by deceiving someone—if you allow it to go out.”
refuse to return what someone has lent 14
”These are the regulations concerning
you, or if you steal something of his, 3 or
the
offerings made from ﬂour. Aaron’s
if you ﬁnd something and swear that you
them to Yahweh in front
do not have it, you are guilty. 4 You must sons must bring
15
of
the
altar.
The
priest must take a handreturn to its owner what you have stolen
or what someone has lent to you and you ful of ﬁne ﬂour mixed with olive oil and
have not returned, or what you found that incense and burn that on the altar. That
someone else had lost, or whatever you handful will signify that the whole offerlied about. 5 You must not only return ing truly belongs to me. And the good
burns, will be
anything like that to its owner, but you odor, while the offering
16
Aaron and his sons
must also pay to the owner an additional pleasing to me.
one-ﬁfth of its value. 6 You must also bring may eat the remaining part of the grain
to the priest a ram to be an offering to me, offering. But they must eat it in a place
in the courtyard
in order that you will no longer be guilty. that is set apart for God,
17
It must not have
The ram that you bring must be one that of the sacred tent.
yeast
mixed
with
it.
Like
the offerings for
has no defects, one that has the value that
has been oﬃcially determined. 7 Then the sin and the offerings to cause people to
priest will offer that ram to be a sacriﬁce no longer be guilty of sin, that offering
18
Any
that will cause you to no longer be guilty, is very special, reserved for me.
and I will forgive you for the wrong things male descendants of Aaron are permitted
to eat it, because it is their permanent regthat you did.”
ular share of the offerings given to me and
8
Yahweh also said to Moses, 9 ”Tell this to burned in the ﬁre on the altar. Whoever
Aaron and his sons: These are the regu- touches them will be considered to be set
lations concerning the offerings that will apart for the honor of Yahweh.”
be completely burned on the altar: The offering must remain on the altar all during 19 Yahweh also said to Moses, 20 ”Tell
the night, and the ﬁre on the altar must al- Aaron and his sons that this is the offerways be kept burning. 10 The next morn- ing that they must bring to me on the day
ing the priest must put on his linen un- that any of them is ordained: That person
derclothes and linen outer clothes. Then must bring two liters of ﬁne ﬂour as an
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offering made from grain ﬂour. He must
bring half of it in the morning and half of
it in the evening. 21 He must mix it well
with olive oil and bake it in a shallow pan.
He must then break it into small pieces
to be burned on the altar. And the good
odor, while it burns, will be pleasing to
me. 22 I have commanded that the descendants of Aaron who are appointed to become the high priests after Aaron dies are
the ones who must prepare those things.
They must be completely burned on the altar to be sacriﬁces to me. 23 Every offering
that a priest gives that is made from ﬂour
must be completely burned. No one is to
eat any of it.”

24

Yahweh also told Moses to 25 tell Aaron
and his sons, ”These are the regulations
concerning the offerings for the sins of the
people. The priest will kill the sacriﬁce at
the place where the offerings are burned;
it is killed before Yahweh and the offering is dedicated to Yahweh. 26 The priest
who makes the offering for sin, may eat
the offering given to Yahweh. The priest
can only eat it in the place in the courtyard that has been set apart for eating sacriﬁces. 27 Any other person who touches
any of its meat will belong to me. And
if its blood is splattered on your clothes,
you must wash the clothes in a holy place.
28
If the meat is cooked in a clay pot, the
pot must be broken afterwards. But if it is
cooked in a bronze pot, the pot must be
scoured afterwards and rinsed with water. 29 Any male in a priest’s family may
eat some of the cooked meat. That meat is
very special. 30 But if the blood of those
offerings is brought into the sacred tent
to enable the people to be forgiven for
having sinned, the meat of those animals
must not be eaten. The priest must burn
that meat completely.”

Chapter 7
1

”These are the regulations concerning
the offerings for when people are guilty of
not giving to Yahweh the things that are required to be given to him. Those are very
sacred offerings. 2 A priest must slaughter
each animal that people offer for this purpose in the same place where they slaughter the animals that they will completely
burn. The priest must sprinkle the animal’s blood on all sides of the altar. 3 All
their fat, the fat tails that are cut close to
the backbone, and all the fat that covers
the inner parts of the animals or which
is attached to them, must be burned on
the altar. 4 This includes the kidneys with
their fat near the lower back muscle, and
the fat that covers the liver. The priest
must remove all these fatty pieces. 5 The
priest must burn these pieces on the altar
to be offerings to me, Yahweh. They are
an offering for the people, for me to forgive them when they have not done what
I required them to do. 6 All the males in
the priest’s family are permitted to eat its
meat, but it must be eaten in a place set
apart for me, because it is very special to
me.
7

The regulation is the same for the offerings to cause people to become acceptable
to me again and the offerings for when
they are guilty of not giving to me the
things that I required from them. The
meat of those offerings belongs to the
priest who offers them. 8 When a priest
slaughters an animal that he will completely burn on the altar, he may keep the
animal’s hide for himself. 9 Offerings of
things made from ﬂour that are baked in
an oven or cooked in a pan or in a shallow pan belong to the priest who sacriﬁces those things for another person. 10
And offerings of things made from ﬂour,
whether they were mixed with olive oil
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or not, also belong to the Aaron’s descen- the meat of the offering to promise frienddants.
ship with Yahweh, meat that belongs to
Yahweh, he must no longer be allowed to
11
These are the regulations concerning
21
associate with God’s people.
If anythe offerings that people make to promise
one touches something that God considers
friendship with Yahweh.
to be impure and very displeasing to him,
12
If you bring an offering to thank Yah- whether it is from a human or from an
weh, along with the animal that you animal, and then he eats any of the meat
slaughter you must offer loaves of bread of the offering to promise friendship with
made with olive oil mixed with the ﬂour Yahweh, meat that belongs to Yahweh, he
but without yeast, and wafers that are must no longer be allowed to associate
made without yeast but with olive oil with God’s people.”
smeared on them, and loaves made from
ﬁne ﬂour with olive oil mixed well with 22 Yahweh also said to Moses: 23 ”Say this
the ﬂour. 13 Along with that offering to to the Israelite people: ’Do not eat any of
thank Yahweh, you must bring an offer- the fat of cattle or sheep or goats. 24 The fat
ing of loaves made with yeast. 14 You must of an animal that is found dead or that has
bring one of each kind for an offering to been killed by a wild animal may be used
Yahweh, but they belong to the priest who for other purposes, but you must not eat
sprinkles against the altar the blood of the it. 25 Anyone who eats the fat of an animal
animal that is slaughtered as an offering from which an offering has been made to
to promise friendship with Yahweh. 15 Yahweh must no longer be allowed to assoThe meat of that offering must be eaten on ciate with God’s people. 26 And wherever
the day that it is offered. None of it may be you live, you must not eat the blood of any
left to be eaten on the next day.
bird or animal. 27 If anyone eats blood,
he must no longer be allowed to associate
16
However, if your offering is the result
with God’s people.”
of a vow that you made to Yahweh, or if
it is an offering that you make voluntarily, 28
Yahweh also said to Moses, 29 ”Tell the Isyou may eat some of the meat on the day
raelite people this: ’Anyone who brings an
it is offered, and anything that is left may
offering to promise friendship with Yahbe eaten on the next day. 17 But any meat
weh must bring part of it to be a sacriﬁce
that is left until the third day must be comto Yahweh. 30 He himself must bring the
pletely burned. 18 If any meat from the ofoffering that will be burned in the ﬁre. He
fering to promise friendship with Yahweh
must bring the fat along with the breast
is eaten on the third day, Yahweh will not
of the animal and lift it high in front of
accept that offering. It will be useless to
Yahweh to present it as an offering to him.
offer it because Yahweh will consider that 31
The priest must burn the fat on the alit is worthless. Anyone who eats some of
tar, but the breast belongs to Aaron and
it will have to pay a penalty to Yahweh.
all his descendants. 32 You must give to
19
Meat that touches something that God the priest the right thigh of the animal that
considers to be impure must not be eaten. you presented to promise friendship with
33
It must be completely burned. But as for Yahweh.
The son of Aaron who ofother mea, anyone who has performed fers the blood and the fat of that sacriﬁce
the rituals to become acceptable to God will receive the right thigh of the animal
is allowed to eat it. 20 If anyone who has as his share. 34 From the offerings that
not performed those rituals eats some of the Israelite people give to promise friend-
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ship with Yahweh, he has declared that he
has given to Aaron and his descendants
the breast that is lifted high and the right
thigh that is offered. Those portions will
always be their regular share from the Israelite people.
35

Those are the portions of the offerings
brought to Yahweh and burned in ﬁre that
are allotted to Aaron and his descendants
on the day that you, Moses, will set apart
to serve Yahweh as priests. 36 Yahweh
commands that on the day that the priests
are appointed, that the Israelite people
must always give those portions to the
priests.’”
37

So those are the regulations for the offerings that are to be completely burned
on the altar, the offerings made from
ﬂour, the offerings to cause people to become acceptable to God again, the offerings for when people are guilty of not giving to Yahweh the things that are required
to be given to him, the offerings given
when the priests are appointed, and the
offerings to promise friendship with Yahweh. 38 They are regulations that Yahweh
gave to Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day
that he commanded the Israelite people to
start bringing their offerings to him, in the
wilderness around Sinai.

Chapter 8
1

Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”Bring
Aaron and his sons, and bring their special clothes, the oil for anointing them, the
bull to be offered to cause them to become acceptable to God, the two rams to
be slaughtered, and the basket containing
bread made without yeast. 3 Then gather
all the people at the entrance to the sacred
tent.” 4 Moses did what Yahweh told him
to do, and all the people gathered there.
5

Then Moses said to the people, “This is

what Yahweh has commanded us to do.”
6
Then he brought Aaron and his sons forward and washed them. 7 He put the special tunic on Aaron, tied the sash around
him, put on him the special robe, and put
on him the sacred vest. He fastened the
sacred vest around him, using the ﬁnely
woven waistband. 8 He put the sacred
pouch on his chest and put into it the two
stones for him to use to determine what
God wants. 9 Then he wrapped the turban around Aaron’s head and fastened on
the front of it the gold ornament the object
that showed that he was dedicated to God,
as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
10

Then Moses took the olive oil and
anointed the sacred tent and everything
in it, and dedicated it all to Yahweh. 11
He sprinkled some of the oil on the altar seven times. He anointed the altar
and all the things used with it, and its
huge washbasin and its stand, to dedicate
12
He poured some
them to Yahweh.
of the oil on Aaron’s head and anointed
him, to dedicate him to Yahweh. 13 Then
he brought forward Aaron’s sons. He put
tunics on them, tied sashes around them,
and wrapped turbans around their heads,
as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
14

Then he brought the bull for the offering to cause people to become acceptable
to God. Then Aaron and his sons put their
hands on the bull’s head. 15 Then Moses
slaughtered the bull, caught some of its
blood in a bowl, and with his ﬁnger put
some of it on the projections at the corners
of the altar, to purify the altar. He poured
the rest of the blood at the base of the altar.
By doing that, he caused it to be a suitable
16
place for burning sacriﬁces for sin.
Moses took all the fat that covers the inner parts of the animal, including the liver
and kidneys, and burned them on the altar. 17 He took the rest of the bull, including the hide and intestines, and burned
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them outside the camp, like Yahweh had sons as priests. And the aroma while it
commanded Moses.
burned was pleasing to Yahweh. 29 Moses
also took the breast of the second ram and
18
Then he brought the ram for the offer- lifted it high before Yahweh to offer it to
ing that would be completely burned on him, as Yahweh had commanded. The
the altar, and Aaron and his sons laid their breast was Moses’ share of the ram that
hands on its head. 19 Then Moses slaugh- was sacriﬁced to dedicate the priests.
tered the ram and sprinkled its blood on 30
Then Moses took some of the olive oil for
all sides of the altar. 20-21 He cut the ram
anointing Aaron and his sons, and some of
into pieces and washed the inner parts
the blood that was on the altar and sprinand hind legs. Then he put the head, the
kled it on Aaron and his sons and on their
fat, and the other parts of the ram on
clothes. By doing that, he set apart Aaron
the altar. As it burned, the aroma of the
to be priest, together with his sons and
smoke was pleasing to Yahweh. It was an
their clothes.
offering to Yahweh that was burned, as
31
Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons,
Yahweh had commanded Moses.
”Boil the meat of the second ram at the en22
Then he brought the other ram, the one trance of the sacred tent, and eat it there
for consecrating the priests, and Aaron with the bread that is in the basket, as I
and his sons laid their hands on its head. told you to do. 32 Burn up any of the meat
23-24
Moses slaughtered that ram, caught and bread that remains. 33 The time for
some of its blood in a bowl, and put some you to be set apart as priests will be seven
of that blood on the lobes of the right ears, days, so do not leave the entrance of the sathe thumbs of the right hands, and the cred tent for seven days. 34 What we have
big toes of the right feet of Aaron and his done today is what Yahweh commanded
sons to indicate that what they listened to to cause you to be forgiven for your sins.
and what they did and where they went 35 You must stay at the entrance to the sa25
He cred tent for seven days and seven nights
should be directed by Yahweh.
picked up all the fat of the ram, its fat and do what Yahweh requires, in order
tail, the fat that covered the inner parts, that you will not die because of disobeying
including the fat that covered the liver him. I am telling you that because that is
and kidneys, and the right thigh of the what Yahweh has commanded me to tell
ram. 26-27 Then from the basket containing you.”
the bread that was made without yeast, 36
So Aaron and his sons did everything
the bread which had been dedicated to
that Yahweh told Moses to tell them.
Yahweh, he picked up one loaf of bread
made without olive oil, and one loaf that
was made by mixing the ﬂour with olive
oil, and one wafer. He put those on top
of the portions of fat, and put them into
the hands of Aaron and his sons. Then 1 Eight days later Moses summoned the elthey lifted them up in the presence of Yah- ders of Israel. 2 Then he said to Aaron,
weh to show that it was an offering that ”Take a young bull so you can offer it for
28
Then Moses took your sins, and a ram so that you can burn
belonged to him.
those things from their hands and burned it whole on the altar, both of them withthem on the altar. That was the offering out any defects, and offer them to Yahweh.
that was burned to appoint Aaron and his 3 Then say to the Israelite people, ’Take a
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male goat to offer it for your sins. Also
take a calf and a lamb that have no defects,
so that you can burn them whole on the
altar. 4 Also take an ox and a ram to offer
them, so you may promise friendship with
Yahweh, along with an offering of ﬂour
mixed with olive oil. Do this because today Yahweh is going to appear to you.’”
5

After Moses gave these instructions to
the Israelites, some of them brought these
things and went to the courtyard in front
of the sacred tent. Then all the people
came near and stood in front of Yahweh.
6
Then Moses said, “This is what Yahweh
has commanded you to do, in order that
his glory will appear to you.”

parts and the legs of the animal, and he
burned them on the altar, on top of the
other pieces of the animal.
15

Then Aaron brought the animals that
would be sacriﬁces for the Israelite people.
He took a goat and slaughtered it for the
people’s sins, as he had done with the goat
for his own offering.
16

Then he brought the animal for the
offering in order to burn it whole. He
slaughtered it and offered it in the way
that Yahweh had commanded him to do.
17
He also brought the offering made from
ﬂour. He took a handful of it and burned
it on the altar, as he had done with the
animal that he had sacriﬁced earlier that
7
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the morning.
altar and sacriﬁce the animal that is your
18
Then he slaughtered the ox and the ram
offering to enable you to be forgiven for
the sins you have committed. Also bring to be an offering for the Israelite people
the animal that you will burn whole on to promise friendship with Yahweh. His
the altar. Because of those offerings, God sons handed him the bowl containing the
will forgive you and the people for the sins blood, and he sprinkled the blood against
19
that you have committed. Do these things all sides of the altar. But he took the fat
that Yahweh has commanded you to do.” from the ox and the ram, including their
fat tails that were cut close to the back8
So Aaron came up to the altar and slaugh- bone, and all the fat that covered the livtered the calf as an offering for his sins. ers and the kidneys.
20
He put these
9
His sons brought its blood to him in a parts on top of the breasts of those anibowl. He dipped his ﬁnger into the blood mals and carried them to the altar to burn
and put some of it on the projections at the them. 21 Then, doing what Moses had comcorners of the altar. He poured out the manded, he lifted up in front of Yahweh
rest of the blood at the base of the altar. the breast and the right thigh of those ani10
He burned the fat, including that which mals to show that those two animals comcovered the kidneys and the liver, as Yah- pletely belonged to Yahweh.
weh had commanded him. 11 Then Aaron
22
Then Aaron lifted his arms toward the
went outside the camp and there burned
people and asked Yahweh to bless them.
the rest of the meat and the hide.
Then
having ﬁnished making all those of12
Then Aaron slaughtered the animal that
ferings, he stepped down from the place
he was going to burn whole on the altar.
where the altar was.
His sons handed him the bowl containing
its blood, and he sprinkled the blood on 23 Then Aaron and Moses entered the saall sides of the altar. 13 Then they handed cred tent. When they came out later, they
him the head and the pieces of the ani- asked Yahweh to bless the people. And
mal that would be burned, and he burned suddenly the glory of Yahweh appeared
them on the altar. 14 He washed the inner to all the people. 24 A ﬁre from Yahweh
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appeared and burned up the entire offering, together with the fat that was on the
altar. When all the people saw this happen, they shouted joyfully and prostrated
themselves on the ground to worship Yahweh.

the people. But you must let your relatives and all your fellow Israelites engage
in mourning ceremonies for those whom
Yahweh has destroyed by ﬁre. 7 But you
must not leave the entrance of the sacred
tent to join those who are mourning, because if you do that, you also will die. Do
not forget that Yahweh has set you apart
to work for him here, and he does not
want you to become deﬁled by touching
a corpse.” So they obeyed Moses; they did
1
Two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, not join the rest of the people in mourning
took the pans in which they burned in- for their cousins’ death.
cense. They put some burning coals in
8
9
them and put incense on top of the coals, Then Yahweh said to Aaron, ”You and
but this ﬁre was not acceptable to Yahweh your two sons who are still alive must not
because it was not the kind that he had drink wine or other fermented drinks becommanded them to burn. 2 So suddenly fore you enter the sacred tent. If you do
a ﬁre from Yahweh appeared and burned that, you will die. That is a command that
3
Then you and your descendants must obey forthem up in his own presence.
10
Moses said to Aaron, ”This is what Yahweh ever. You must do that in order to learn
what things are holy and what things are
was talking about when he said,
not holy; you must also learn what things
’Those priests who come near to me— I will accept what I will not accept. 11 And
I will show them that they must honor you must teach the Israelite people all the
laws that I gave to them by telling them to
me;
Moses.”
in the presence of all the people
12
Moses said to Aaron and his two sons
I am the one whom they must honor.’”
who were still alive, Eleazar and Ithamar,
But Aaron said nothing.
”Take the offering made from ﬂour that is
left after a portion of it has been offered
4
Then Moses summoned Mishael and
to Yahweh to be burned, and eat it alongElzaphan, who were the sons of Aaron’s
side the altar. It should not be eaten elseuncle Uzziel, and said to them, “Take the
where because it is very holy. 13 Eat it in a
corpses of your cousins outside the camp,
holy place. It is the share for you and your
away from being in front of the sacred
sons from the meat that you have burned
tent.” 5 So they carried the corpses, on
as offerings. Yahweh has commanded me
which were still the special tunics, outside
to tell you this. 14 But you and your sons
the camp, and buried them.
and daughters are permitted to eat the
6
Then Moses said to Aaron and his other breast and the thigh that were lifted up
two sons Eleazar and Ithamar, ”You are in front of Yahweh. Eat them in any place
sad because Nadab and Abihu died, but that is holy. They have been given to you
you must act like you always do. Do not and your descendants as your share of
allow the hair on your heads to remain the offerings when the Israelites promise
uncombed, and do not tear your clothes. friendship with Yahweh. 15 The thigh and
If you do, Yahweh will be angry with all the breast that were lifted up in front of
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Yahweh must be brought with the portions of fat to be burned, to be lifted up
and offered in his presence. They will be
the regular share for you and your descendants, as Yahweh has commanded.”
16

When Moses inquired about the goat
that the priests had sacriﬁced for the people’s sins, he found out that the priests
had burned it all. So he was angry with
Eleazar and Ithamar and asked them, 17
”Why did you not eat near the sacred tent
the meat of the sin offering? It was very
special for Yahweh; he gave it to you so
he could forgive the sins of the people. 18
Since its blood was not taken into the holy
place inside the sacred tent, you should
have eaten the meat of the goat outside
the sacred tent, as I commanded.”
19

Aaron replied to Moses, “Today the people brought to Yahweh their offering for
him to forgive their sins, and also the
offering we burned completely to please
Yahweh. But think about the terrible
thing that happened to my other two sons!
Would Yahweh have been pleased if I had
eaten some of the people’s sin offering today?” 20 When Moses heard that, he was
satisﬁed and said nothing more.

Chapter 11
1

9

Of all the creatures that live in the oceans
and the streams, you are permitted to eat
any that have ﬁns and scales. 10 But you
must detest and not eat those that do not
have ﬁns and scales. That include crea11
You must
tures that are very small.
despise them, and you must not eat their
meat, and you must detest their carcasses.
12
You must detest everything that lives
in the water that does not have ﬁns and
scales.
13

There are some birds that you must
detest and not eat. They include eagles,
vultures, 14 kites, any kind of falcon, 15
any kind of raven, 16 horned owls, screech
owls, seagulls, and any kind of hawk. 17
Also small owls, large owls, cormorants, 18
white owls, barn owls, ospreys, 19 storks,
any kind of heron, hoopoes, and bats.
20

2

Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, ”Tell
the people that this is what I say: ’Of all the
animals that live on the land, these are the
ones that you are permitted to eat. 3 The
ones that have hooves that are completely
split and that chew their cuds—you may
eat these animals.
4

split hooves, so they are unacceptable for
5
you to eat.
Rock badgers chew their
cuds but do not have split hooves, so they
are unacceptable for you to eat. 6 Rabbits chew their cuds but do not have split
hooves, so they are unacceptable for you
to eat. 7 Pigs have completely split hooves
but they do not chew their cuds, so they
are not acceptable for you to eat. 8 All of
those animals are unacceptable for you,
so you must not eat their meat or even
touch their carcasses.

There are some animals that chew their
cuds but do not have split hooves, and
some animals that have split hooves but
do not chew their cuds. You must not
eat any of those animals. For example,
camels chew their cuds but do not have

You must detest and not eat ﬂying insects that also walk on the ground. 21
But you are permitted to eat creatures
with wings that sometimes walk on the
ground if they have jointed legs for hopping around. 22 They include locusts, katydids, crickets, and grasshoppers. 23 But
you must detest and not eat other insects
with wings that have four legs.
24

There are certain creatures that will
make you unacceptable to me if you touch
their carcasses. Anyone who touches their
carcasses must not touch other people until that evening. 25 Anyone who picks
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up one of their carcasses must wash his comes unacceptable to me, and you must
36
clothes and not touch other people until not use it again.
If one of their carthat evening.
casses falls into a spring or a pit for storing water, the water may still be drunk,
26
The animals whose carcasses you must but anyone who touches one of those carnot touch are those that have hooves that casses becomes unacceptable to me. 37 If
are not completely divided or animals one of those carcasses falls on seeds that
that do not chew their cud. Anyone who are to be planted, those seeds are still actouches the carcasses of any of those ani- ceptable to be planted. 38 But if water has
mals becomes deﬁled. 27 From all the an- been put on the seeds and then a carcass
imals that walk on the ground, you must falls on it, the seeds must be thrown away;
not touch the carcasses of those that have you must regard them as unacceptable.
paws to walk on. Anyone who touches one
of their carcasses must not touch other 39 If an animal whose meat you are permitpeople until that evening. 28 Anyone who ted to eat dies, anyone who touches its carpicks up one of their carcasses must wash cass must not touch other people until that
his clothes and not touch other people un- evening. 40 Anyone who eats some meat
til that evening, because touching their from that carcass must wash his clothes,
carcasses makes you unacceptable to me. and then he must not touch anyone until
that evening.
29
Of all the animals that walk on the
ground, these are the ones that make you 41-42 All creatures that crawl along the
unacceptable if you touch them: Weasels, ground, including those that move on
rats, any kind of big lizard, 30 geckos, mon- their bellies and those that crawl along,
itor lizards and other lizards, skinks, and are detestable, and they must not be eaten.
chameleons. 31 The creatures that crawl 43 Do not deﬁle yourselves by eating any
along the ground make you unacceptable of those creatures. Be very careful about
to me. Anyone who touches one of their this. 44 I am Yahweh your God, and I am
carcasses must not touch other people un- holy, so you must set yourselves apart for
til the evening. 32 When one of those my honor, and you must be holy. You
creatures dies and falls on something, the must avoid eating things that cause you
thing that it falls on, whatever it is used to be unacceptable to me. Do not cause
for, will become deﬁled, whether it is yourselves to become unacceptable to me
made of wood, cloth, the hide of some ani- by eating creatures that crawl along on
mal or from rough cloth. You must put the the ground. 45 I am Yahweh, the one who
object into water. Then you must not use freed you from being slaves in Egypt, in
it until that evening. 33 If one of those un- order that you might worship me. Thereclean creatures falls into a clay pot, every- fore, because I am holy, you must be holy.
thing in it becomes deﬁled, and you must
break that pot. 34 If you pour water from 46 Those are the regulations concerning
that pot onto any food, you must not eat animals and birds, all the living creatures
that food. And you must not drink any that live in water or creep along on the
water from that pot. 35 Anything that one ground. 47 You must learn what things I
of the carcasses of those creatures falls say are acceptable to me and what things
on becomes deﬁled, even if the creature are not, and learn what things you are perfalls into an oven or a cooking pot. Any- mitted to eat and what things you are not
thing that it falls on must be broken. It be- permitted to eat.’”

143

LEVITICUS

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

1

Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”Tell this
to the Israelite people. If a woman gives
birth to a boy, she must be avoided for
seven days, as she must be avoided when
she is menstruating each month. 3 The
baby boy must be circumcised eight days
after he is born. 4 Then the woman must
wait thirty-three days to be puriﬁed from
her bleeding during childbirth. She must
not touch anything that is sacred, that belongs to me only, or enter the area of the
sacred tent, until that time is ended. 5 If a
woman gives birth to a baby girl, she must
be avoided for two weeks, as she must be
avoided when she is menstruating each
month. Then she must wait sixty-six days
to be puriﬁed from her bleeding when the
baby was born.
6

When that time for her to be puriﬁed
is ended, that woman must bring to the
priest at the entrance of the sacred tent a
one year old lamb. The priest will burn
it whole on the altar. The woman must
also bring a dove or a young pigeon for
the priest to sacriﬁce it, so that Yahweh
will accept her again. 7 The priest will offer these animals to Yahweh in order that
she may be made acceptable to him again.
Then she will be puriﬁed from her ﬂow of
blood when the baby was born.

1

Yahweh said this to Aaron and Moses: 2
”When someone has on his skin a swelling,
a scab, or a shiny spot that seems to be infected, then someone must bring him to
Aaron or to one of his sons who are also
priests. 3 The priest must examine that
part of the person’s skin. If the hair in that
area has become white and it appears that
the sore is deeper than just on the skin,
then it is a skin disease that other people
are in danger of receiving from him. If
that is what the priest sees, he must declare that this sick person is not ﬁt to be
with other people. 4 If the spot on the person’s skin is white but it does not appear
that the sore is deeper than the surface of
the skin, the priest must keep him away
from all other people for seven days. 5
After seven days, the priest must examine
the person again. If the priest sees that the
sore has not changed and has not spread,
he must keep the person away from people for yet another seven days. 6 Again,
after those seven more days have passed,
the priest must examine the person once
more. If the sore has faded and has not
spread, the priest will declare that the person is ﬁt to be with other people again.
His skin condition is only a rash; it is not
contagious. After the person washes his
clothes, the priest will allow him to be
with other people again. 7 But if the sore
spreads after the priest has examined him,
the person must go to the priest again. 8
The priest will examine him; if the sore
has spread to more of the skin, it is a contagious skin disease, and the priest will declare that the person is not ﬁt to be with
other people.

Those are the regulations for women who
give birth to a baby boy or girl. 8 If a
woman who gives birth to a child cannot
afford a lamb, she must bring two doves
or two pigeons. One will be burned completely on the altar, and one will be an
offering to enable her to become acceptable to God again. By doing that, the priest 9 When anyone has a contagious skin
will cause her to be forgiven for any sins disease, someone must bring him to the
she has committed, and she no longer will priest. 10 The priest must examine him. If
there is a white swelling in the skin that
need to be avoided.”
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has caused the hair there to become white,
and if the ﬂesh in that area is painful, 11
then it is a permanent skin disease; the
priest will declare that the person is not ﬁt
to be with other people. The priest does
not need to keep that person away from
others for seven days in order to examine
him again, because he already knows that
the person is unﬁt to be with others.
12

If the disease spreads all over someone’s
body, and the priest examines that person
and sees that it is covering his skin from
his head to his feet, 13 and it has caused all
his skin to become white which will indicate that the disease has ended, the priest
will declare that the person does not have
to stay away from other people. 14 But if
the person has open sores, he has a contagious skin disease. 15 When the priest
sees that, he must declare that the person
has a contagious skin disease and is unﬁt
to be with other people. 16 But if the person’s ﬂesh changes and becomes white, he
must go to the priest again. 17 The priest
must examine him again, and if the sores
have become white, the priest will declare
that this person is now ﬁt to be with other
people again.
18

When someone had a boil on his skin
and it has now healed, 19 but in the place
where the boil was, there is now a white
swelling or a bright spot, he must go to the
priest. 20 The priest must examine it. If
it seems to be deeper than the surface of
the skin, and if the hair in that spot has
become white, it is a contagious skin disease that has appeared where the boil had
been. And the priest must declare that
the person is unﬁt to be with other people. 21 But when the priest examines it,
if he ﬁnds no white hair in that spot, and
if he ﬁnds that it is only on the surface
of the skin and has become less bright,
then the priest must keep him away from
other people for seven days. 22 But if it is

spreading, it is contagious, and the priest
must declare that the person is unﬁt to be
with other people. 23 But if that spot is unchanged and has not spread, it is only a
scar from the boil, and the priest will declare that the person is ﬁt to be with other
people again.
24

When someone has a burn on his skin
and a bright or white spot appears, and
the ﬂesh in that area is painful, 25 the
priest must examine the spot. If the hair
in that spot has turned white and it seems
to be deeper than just the surface of the
skin, it is a contagious skin disease that
has appeared where the burn was, and
the priest must declare that the person is
unﬁt to be with other people. 26 But if the
priest examines it and sees that there is
no white hair in that spot and it is only on
the surface of the skin, and that the spot
has faded, the priest must keep the person
away from other people for seven days. 27
After seven days, the priest will examine
him again. If the sore is spreading, it is
a contagious skin disease, and the priest
will declare that the person is unﬁt to be
with other people. 28 However, if the spot
is not changed and has not spread but has
faded, then it is only a scar from the burn;
the priest must declare that the person is
ﬁt to be with other people.
29

If a man or a woman has a sore on the
head or chin, 30 the priest must examine
that person. If the sore seems to be deeper
than just on the surface of the skin, and if
the hair in that spot has thinned out and
has become yellowish, then it is a contagious skin disease that causes itching. In
that case, the priest must declare that the
person is unﬁt to be with other people. 31
But when the priest examines that kind of
sore, if it seems to be only on the surface
of the skin and there is no healthy hair
in it, the priest will keep the person away
from other people for seven days. 32 On
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the seventh day, the priest must examine
the sore again. If it has not spread and if
there is no yellow hair in that spot, and
if it appears to be only on the surface of
the skin, 33 the person must shave the hair
near the sore but not the hair on the sore.
And the priest will keep the person away
from other people for seven more days. 34
On the seventh day, the priest must examine that spot again. If it has not spread
and it appears to be only on the surface
of the skin, the priest will declare that the
person is ﬁt to be with people again. The
person must wash his clothes, and then
he join with other people. 35 But if the
sore later spreads, 36 the priest must examine him again. If the itch has spread,
the priest does not need to look for yellow hair, because it is clear that the person has a contagious skin disease. 37 However, if the priest thinks that the spot has
not changed, and if healthy hair is growing in that area, it is clear that the itch has
healed, and the priest will declare that the
person is ﬁt to be with other people again.

45

Anyone who has a contagious skin disease must wear torn clothes and not comb
his hair. When he is near other people, he
must cover the lower part of his face and
call out, ‘Do not come near me! I have a
contagious skin disease!’ 46 He is not allowed to be with other people as long as
he has the disease. He must live alone, outside the camp.”
47-48

”Sometimes a person’s clothing gets
mildew on it. It may be clothing that is woven from wool or made from linen or from
leather, or it may be another item that has
leather in it. 49 If the contaminated part
is greenish or reddish, there is spreading
mildew, and the owner must show it to
a priest. 50 The priest must examine it
and then put it in a separate place by itself for seven days. 51 On the seventh day
he must examine it again. If the mildew
has spread, it is clear that it is mildew that
destroys what it is on, and the clothing or
item must not be used again. 52 The owner
must completely burn the item that has
the mildew in it, whatever kind of item it
38
When a man or a woman has white is.
spots on the skin, 39 the priest should ex53
But when the priest examines it, if the
amine them. But if the spots are dull
mildew
has not spread, 54 he must tell the
white, it is only a rash, and the priest will
declare that the person is ﬁt to be with person who owns it to wash it. Then he
must put it in a separate place for another
other people.
seven days. 55 After seven days, the priest
40
If a man loses all his hair and becomes must examine it again. If the color of the
bald, he does not need to stay away from mildew has not changed, even though it
other people. 41 The same is true if he has has not spread, that item must not be used
lost his hair at the front of his scalp and again. It does not matter if the mildew is
42
But on the inside of the item or on the outside.
his forehead has become bald.
if he gets a bright sore on his bald head It must be burned. 56 But when the priest
or on his forehead, then he has a conta- examines it after it has been washed, if the
gious skin disease. 43 The priest must ex- mildew has faded, he must tear out the
amine him. If the swollen sore is a bright part that had the mildew in it. 57 If the
spot like a spot on someone who has a con- mildew reappears on that item, it is clear
tagious skin disease, 44 the priest will de- that it is spreading, and the owner must
clare that the man has a contagious skin burn the entire item. 58 But after the clothdisease and is not ﬁt to be with other peo- ing is washed and the mildew disappears,
ple.
the owner must wash it again, and then he
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10

may use it again.
59

These are the regulations concerning
mildew on things made of wool or linen or
leather, for deciding whether the owner
may continue to use those things or not.”

Chapter 14
1

Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”These are
the regulations for anyone who has been
3
healed of a contagious skin disease.
Other people must tell the priest about
that person. The priest will go outside the
camp and examine him. If the skin disease has been healed, 4 the priest will say
that someone must bring two live birds
that are acceptable to Yahweh, along with
some cedar wood, some scarlet yarn, and
some hyssop. 5 Then the priest will command that one of the birds be killed while
it is being held over a clay pot containing water from a spring, that is, fresh water. 6 Then the priest will dip the other
bird, along with the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, into that water,
which now has blood from the bird that
was killed. 7 Then he must sprinkle some
of the water and blood on the person who
was healed. He must sprinkle it on him
seven times. Then he will declare that the
person is permitted to be with other people again. And the priest will release the
other bird and allow it to ﬂy away.
8

Then the person who was healed must
wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, and
bathe. After he does those things, he is allowed to return to the camp, but he must
stay outside his tent for seven days. 9 On
the seventh day, he must again shave off
all his hair, including his beard and his
eyebrows. Then he must again wash his
clothes and bathe. After he does those
things, he will be allowed to be with other
people again.

The next day that person must bring
two male lambs and one female lamb; the
female lamb must be one year old, and the
animals must have no defects. He must
also bring about six and one-half liters of
a ﬁne ﬂour offering, mixed with olive oil,
to be an offering, and about one-third liter
of olive oil. 11 The priest who declared that
the person’s skin disease has ended must
bring that person and his offerings to Yahweh at the entrance to the sacred tent.
12

Then the priest must take one of the
male lambs and lift it high, along with the
olive oil, to show that he is giving this to
Yahweh as a guilt offering—because the
sick person was not able to give to Yahweh
the things that he was required to give
him. 13 Then the priest must slaughter the
lamb in the special place where the priests
kill the other sacriﬁces as well. Like the offering to enable people to be forgiven, God
considers this guilt offering to be very special, and so the meat from it belongs to the
priest. 14 The priest must take some of
that animal’s blood and put it on person’s
right earlobe, on his right thumb, and on
his right big toe. 15 Then the priest must
take some of the olive oil and pour it into
the palm of his own left hand. 16 Then he
must dip his right foreﬁnger into that oil
and sprinkle it in front of Yahweh seven
times. 17 Next, the priest must put some
of that oil in his hand on the person’s right
earlobe, on his right thumb, and on his
right big toe. He must put the oil in those
three places, exactly where he has already
put the blood. 18 The priest must put what
is left of the oil in his hand onto the person’s head; this will show that Yahweh has
forgiven that person’s sins.
19

Then the priest must slaughter the female lamb that the person brought; this
will be the offering for the person’s sins, so
that Yahweh will forgive him. After that,
the priest will slaughter the second male
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lamb and burn it whole on the altar. 20
He will also burn on the altar the offering made from ﬂour, along with the whole
burnt offering. Then the person will be acceptable in the camp; he will be allowed to
be with the other people.
21

But if the person has gotten well is poor
and cannot afford to bring all those animals, he must bring to the priest one male
lamb for the priest to lift it up and offer
it to Yahweh. This will be a sacriﬁce because the sick person was not able to give
to Yahweh the things that he was required
to give him. He must also bring about two
liters of ﬂour offering mixed with about
one-third liter of olive oil; this will be an
offering made from ﬂour. He must also
bring about one-third liter of olive oil. 22
He must also bring doves or two pigeons,
one for Yahweh to as to offer for his sins,
and one for the priest to burn completely
on the altar.
23

On that same day, the eighth day, that
person must take those things to the priest
at the entrance to the sacred tent, to offer
them to Yahweh. 24 Then the priest will
take the lamb for the guilt offering and
the olive oil, and he will raise them up as
an offering to Yahweh and present them
to him. 25 Then the priest will slaughter
that lamb and catch some of the blood in
a bowl. He will take some of the blood and
put it onto the person’s right earlobe, his
right thumb, and his right big toe. 26 Then
the priest must take some of the olive oil
and pour it into the palm of his own left
hand. 27 Then he must dip his right foreﬁnger into that oil and sprinkle it in front
of Yahweh seven times. 28 He must put
some of the oil in his palm on exactly the
same places where he put the blood. 29
He must put the rest of the oil that is in
his hand on the head of the person whose
has gotten well. This will show that Yahweh has forgiven that person’s sins. 30

Then the priest must sacriﬁce the doves or
young pigeons, whichever kind that person has brought. 31 One will be a sin offering and the other will be completely
burned on the altar, along with the offering made from ﬂour. By doing that, the
priest will atone for that person’s sins.
32

These are the regulations for anyone
who has a contagious skin disease and
who is poor and cannot afford the usual
offerings, in order that he can be with people again.”
33

Yahweh also said to Aaron and Moses,
”I am about to give you the land of
Canaan to belong to your people permanently. When you enter that land, there
will be times when I cause mildew to appear inside one of your houses. 35 If that
happens, the owner of that house must go
to the priest and tell him, ‘There is something in my house that looks like mildew.’
36
Then the priest will say to him, ‘Take
everything out of the house before I enter it to examine the mildew. If you do
not do that, I will declare that everything
in the house is contaminated.’ 37 After
the owner takes everything outside of his
house, the priest will go in and inspect the
house. If the mildew has caused greenish
or reddish spots on the walls that seem to
be deeper than only on the surface of the
walls, 38 the priest will go outside of the
house and lock it up for seven days. 39
On the seventh day, he must go into the
house and inspect it again. If the mildew
on the walls has spread, 40 the priest will
tell someone to tear out all the stones in
the walls that have mildew on them and
throw in the dump outside the town. 41
Then the owner must scrape all the walls
inside the house, and everything that is
scraped off must be thrown into a dump
outside the town. 42 Then the owner must
get new stones to replace the ones that
had mildew on them, and take new clay
34
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and plaster to cover the stones in the walls touch those things or not.”
of the house.
43

If the mildew appears again in the
house after that is done, 44 the priest must
go and examine the house again. If the
mildew has spread inside the house, it will
be clear that the mildew is the kind that
destroys houses, and no one will be al45
lowed to live in it.
It must be completely torn down—the stones, the timber
and the plaster—and all those things must
be thrown into a dump outside the town.
46

Anyone who goes into that house while
it is locked up will not be allowed to be
with other people until sunset of that day.
47
Anyone who sleeps in that house or eats
in that house during that time must wash
his clothes.

Chapter 15
1

Yahweh also said to Moses and Aaron,
”Tell this to the Israelites: When an unusual, infected ﬂuid comes out of a man’s
private parts, no one should touch that
man. 3 Whether that ﬂuid is blocked or
continues to drip, no one should touch
him.
2

4

No one should touch any bed that such a
man lies on, nor anything he sits on. 5 Anyone who touches that person’s bed must
wash his clothes and bathe, and allow no
one to touch him until that evening. 6
Anyone who sits on something that man
48
But when the priest comes to examine has sat on must wash his clothes and
the house after it has been plastered, if bathe, and allow no one to touch him until
the mildew has not spread, he will de- that evening.
clare that people may live in it, because 7
Anyone who touches such a man must
the mildew is gone. 49 But before people
wash his clothes and bathe, and allow no
are allowed to live in it, the priest must
one to touch him until that evening.
take two birds, some cedar wood, some
red yarn, and some hyssop. 50 He must 8 If such a man spits on someone else, that
kill one of the birds while holding it over person must allow no one to touch him.
a clay pot containing water taken from a He must wash his clothes, and he must alspring. 51 Then he must take the cedar low no one to touch him until evening.
wood, the hyssop, the red bird, and dip 9
Everything that a man who has such a
them into the blood of the dead bird, and
ﬂow of ﬂuid sits on while he is riding a
sprinkle some of that blood and water on
horse or a donkey should not be touched.
52
By doing all 10
the house seven times.
Anyone who touches a seat or saddle
those things he will enable the house to be
that he was sitting on also should allow no
ﬁt for the owner to live in again. 53 Then
one to touch him until that evening. And
he must release the other bird and allow
anyone who picks up those things must
it to ﬂy away. By doing that, he will ﬁnwash his clothes and bathe, and no one
ish the ritual for causing the house to be
should touch him until that evening. 11 If
acceptable for people to live in it again.
the person with the ﬂow of ﬂuid wishes
54
Those are the regulations for conta- to touch someone else, he must ﬁrst rinse
gious diseases, for itching sores, 55 for his hands in water; if he touches anymildew on clothes or in a house, 56 and one without doing that ﬁrst, the one he
for swellings, rashes, or bright spots on touched must wash his clothes and bathe,
sores; 57 these regulations will determine and allow no one to touch him until that
whether people will still be permitted to evening.
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If such a man touches a clay pot, some- for seven days, and no one may touch the
one must break it. Anything made from bed that he has lain on.
wood that he touches—someone must 25
If a woman has a ﬂow of blood for many
rinse it in water.
days, a ﬂow that is not her normal men13
If such a man gets well from his ﬂow of strual ﬂow of blood, or if her ﬂow of blood
ﬂuid, he must wait for seven days. Then continues after her menstrual ﬂow ends,
he must wash his clothes and bathe in wa- no one may touch her until it stops. 26
ter from a spring or stream. Then he will And no one may touch the bed that she lies
be able to be with others. 14 On the eighth on or anything that she sits on while that
day, he must take two doves or two pi- ﬂow of blood continues, just as during her
geons and come in front of Yahweh at the normal menstrual period. 27 Anyone who
entrance of the sacred tent, and give them touches those things must not touch anyto the priest. 15 The priest will sacriﬁce one else. He must wash his clothes and
them. One bird will be an offering for the bathe, and he may not touch anyone else
man’s sin, and the priest will completely until that evening.
burn the other one on the altar. Then the 28
If the woman is healed of her ﬂow of
man will be pure again and acceptable to
blood, she must wait seven days before
Yahweh.
she touches anyone. 29 On the eighth day,
16
When semen accidentally ﬂows from she must take doves or young pigeons to
a man’s private parts, he must bathe his the priest at the entrance to the sacred
whole body, and no one may touch him tent. 30 The priest must sacriﬁce one of
until that evening. 17 Any clothing or them as an offering for her sins, and he
leather that has semen on it must be must completely burn the other one on
washed, and no one may touch it until that the altar. Then she will be pure again and
evening. 18 When a man has slept with a acceptable to Yahweh.
woman and gives her semen, both of them 31
You must do these things in order that
must bathe, and no one may touch them
the people, at the times when they are ununtil that evening.
acceptable to me, do not deﬁle my sacred
19
When a woman has her menstrual pe- tent, where I live among them. For it they
riod, no one may touch her for seven days. do deﬁle it, they will die.
If anyone touches her during that time, no 32
Those are the regulations for a man who
one may touch the person who touched
has
a discharge from his body, or who
her until that evening. 20 No one may
when that haptouch anything that she lies on or sits on has an emission of semen,
33
during that time. 21 Anyone who touches pens he is unclean; and for any woman
her bed must wash his clothes and bathe, during her menstrual period, and for any
and no one may touch that person until man who sleeps with a woman during her
that evening. 22-23 Anyone who touches menstrual period.’”
something that she has been sitting on,
a bed or anything else, must wash his
clothes, and no one may touch that person
until that evening.

Chapter 16

24

If a man sleeps with a woman dur- 1 After the two sons of Aaron died because
ing that time and some of her menstrual they burned incense to Yahweh in a manblood touches him, no one may touch him ner that was contrary to what he had com-
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manded, Yahweh spoke to Moses. 2 He
said to him, ”Tell your brother Aaron not
to go into the very holy place, which is
inside the inmost curtain, where the sacred chest and its lid are, and where I
am present in the cloud that is over it. If
Aaron goes in that room when it is not the
proper time, he will die!
3

When Aaron enters the very holy place
in the sacred tent, he must bring a bull
that will be killed to become an offering
for sins, and a ram to be killed to be an
offering that the priests will burn whole
on the altar. 4 Then Aaron must bathe his
whole body and put on the linen underwear and the linen tunic. He must tie the
linen sash around his waist and wrap the
turban around his head. These are his sacred garments. 5 The Israelite people must
then bring to him two male goats to be
killed as an offering for sin, and a ram to
be killed and burned whole on the altar.
6

Aaron must offer the bull to me to be
a sacriﬁce in order that I will forgive his
sins and his family’s sins. 7 Then he must
bring the two male goats to me at the entrance to the sacred tent. 8 He must cast
lots to determine which goat will be sacriﬁced to me and which will be the goat that
he will set free. 9 Aaron must bring to me
the goat that was chosen to be sacriﬁced.
It will be an offering for the people’s sins.
10
Aaron must also bring to me the other
goat. But it is not to be killed. It will be
freed while it is still alive. When Aaron
sends it into the wilderness, I will forgive
the people’s sins.
11

Then Aaron must bring the young bull
to me, for it to be an offering for himself and for his family. He must slaughter that bull to be an offering for their
sins, and he must drain the blood into a
basin. 12 Then he must take some burning
coals from the bronze altar and put them
into the incense burner. Then he must ﬁll

his hands with fragrant, ﬁnely ground incense. Then he must take the incense and
the incense burner inside the curtain into
the very holy place, in the sacred tent. 13
In the presence of Yahweh, he must put
the incense on the burning coals. And a
cloud of burning incense will rise up over
the lid of the sacred chest. If he obeys
these instructions, he will not die when he
14
presents these offerings to Yahweh.
Then Aaron must dip his ﬁnger into the
basin and sprinkle some blood on the lid
of the sacred chest, and also sprinkle some
blood seven times against the front of the
chest.
15

Aaron must then go outside the sacred
tent and slaughter the goat, for it to be an
offering for the sins of the people. Then
he must bring its blood into the very holy
place behind the curtain. There he must
sprinkle some of that blood on the lid of
the sacred chest and against the front of
the chest, as he did with the bull’s blood.
16
By doing that, he will purify the very
holy place. And he must sprinkle more
of the blood on the sacred tent, because I
am present where the tent is, in the midst
of the camp of the Israelite people, who
have become unacceptable to me because
of their sins. 17 When Aaron goes into
the very holy place in the sacred tent to
purify it, no one else is permitted to enter
the other part of the sacred tent. Only after Aaron has performed rituals to enable
me to forgive him and his family, and all
the Israelite people, is any priest permitted to enter the sacred tent.
18

Then Aaron must go outside the tent to
purify my altar. He must do this by smearing some of the blood from the bull and
some of the blood from the goat on each
of the projections at the corners of the altar. 19 Then Aaron must dip his ﬁnger into
the basin of blood and sprinkle some of
the blood over the altar seven times. By

151

LEVITICUS
doing that, he will separate the altar from must fast and not do any work. This is a
the Israelites’ deeds that are unacceptable rule that you must always obey—all you
to me. The altar will be set apart for me. native born Israelites and all the foreigners living among you. 30 On that day,
20
When Aaron has ﬁnished purifying the
Aaron will perform rituals to enable me
very holy place inside the sacred tent and
to forgive you all, and then I will free you
all of the sacred tent and the altar, he must
all from the guilt of all your sins. 31 That
bring the goat that was chosen to be set
will be a day for you to rest and not do
free. 21 He must put both of his hands
any work, like the Sabbath days, and you
on the goat’s head and confess all the sins
must fast all that day. That is a permaof the Israelite people. By doing that, he
nent command for you all to obey. 32 The
will put the guilt of their sins on the goat’s
priest who is anointed with olive oil and
head. Then he must give the goat to a man
set apart from others to serve Yahweh, he
who is chosen, and that man will send the
will offer a sacriﬁce, put on linen clothes
goat out into the wilderness. 22 I will view
that are set apart for the honor of God, 33
the goat as carrying away into the wilderand offer sacriﬁces. He will do this to puness the guilt for all the sins that the peorify the very holy place, all of the sacred
ple have committed.
tent, the altar, the priests, and all the Is23
When Aaron leaves the very holy place raelites, as Aaron did. 34 This will be a perand goes into the other part of the sacred manent command for you to obey once evtent, he must take off the linen clothes that ery year, to enable me to forgive you Ishe had put on; he must leave those special raelite people for the sins that you have
clothes there. 24 Then he must bathe in committed.”
a sacred place, put on his regular clothes,
and sacriﬁce the animals that he will burn Moses obeyed all the instructions that Yahwhole on the altar, for his own sins and for weh had given to him.
the sins of the Israelite people. Then Yahweh will forgive their sins. 25 He must
also burn on the altar all the fat of the two
animals that were sacriﬁced.

Chapter 17

26

After the man who was to lead the
goat into the wilderness has done that
and set it free, then he must return, wash
his clothes, and bathe himself. Then he
27
may enter the camp again.
The carcasses of the bull and the goat that were
slaughtered as an offering for the people’s
sins, to make atonement for them, must
be carried outside the camp and burned.
The hides of these animals, their inner
organs, and their dung must be burned.
28
The man who burns those things must
then wash his clothes and bathe before he
comes back into the camp.

1

Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”Speak to
Aaron and his sons and to all the other Israelites. Tell them that I am giving them
the following commands: 3 If you sacriﬁce
an ox, a lamb, or a goat, you must bring
it to the priest at the entrance to the area
of the sacred tent, so that he may present
it to me there. 4 If you slaughter it anywhere else as a sacriﬁce, whether in the
camp or outside of it, you will be guilty
of shedding its blood in an unacceptable
place. If you do that, you will no longer
be allowed to be with Yahweh’s people. 5
Yahweh is telling you to do this so that
29
On the tenth day of the seventh month, you will no longer offer sacriﬁces in the
on the day that I have appointed, you all open ﬁelds; instead, you must offer them
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to him in the proper manner: By taking
them to the priest at the entrance to the
area of the sacred tent, to be offerings
to promise friendship with him. 6 After
the priest slaughters the animal, he must
sprinkle some of its blood against the altar at the entrance to the sacred tent, and
burn its fat for an aroma that is pleasing
to Yahweh. 7 You people must no longer
give sacriﬁces to the images that resemble goats. You people must obey this command for all time.”
8

Yahweh also said this to Moses: ”Tell
Aaron and his sons to tell the people
that if any Israelite or any foreigner living among them brings an offering for a
priest to burn whole on the altar, or if he
brings any other sacriﬁce, 9 but if he does
not bring it to the entrance of the sacred
tent area as be a sacriﬁce to me, that person will no longer be allowed to be with
my people.
10

I will reject any Israelite or any foreigner who is living among you who consumes the blood of any animal, and he will
no longer be allowed to associate with my
people. 11 That is because the life of every
animal is in its blood. I have declared that
it is blood that is to be offered on the altar, so that I will forgive people their sins.
12
That is why I say that neither you Israelites, nor any foreigner living among
you, may consume any blood.
13

If any of you Israelites or any foreigner
who is living among you goes hunting and
kills an animal or bird that I allow you to
eat, you must drain out its blood onto the
ground and cover it with earth. 14 This
is because the life of every creature is in
its blood. That is why I have said to you Israelites that anyone who consumes blood
from an animal must no longer be allowed
to associate with my people.

from an animal that died or that was
killed by wild animals, you must wash
your clothes and bathe. Then you must
not touch anyone else until that evening.
16
If you do not obey this rule, I will certainly punish you.’”

Chapter 18
1

Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”Speak to
the Israelite people and tell them that I,
Yahweh, say this, ’I am Yahweh, your God.
3
After seeing how the Egyptians behaved,
among whom you also lived, you must not
do what they did. And you must not behave as the Canaanites live, into whose
land I am taking you. You must avoid their
4
practices.
You must obey all of my
laws; you must do everything that I, Yahweh your God, am commanding you. 5 If
you obey all my decrees and laws, you will
continue to remain alive for a long time. I,
Yahweh, am promising you this. Here are
some of my laws.
6

Do not sleep with any of your close relatives. It is I, Yahweh, who am commanding that.
7

Do not disgrace your father by sleeping
with your mother. Do not disgrace your
mother in this manner.
8

Do not sleep with any of your father’s
other wives, because that would disgrace
your father.
9

Do not sleep with either your full sister
or half-sister. It does not matter whether
she was born and raised in your house or
somewhere else.
10

Do not sleep with your granddaughter,
because that would disgrace you.
11

Do not sleep with your half-sister, one
If any of you Israelites or any foreigner whose father is also your father; she is
who is living among you eats any meat your sister.
15
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12

Do not sleep with your father’s sister, be- the land had vomited out the people who
cause she is your father’s close relative.
lived there. 26 But you must all obey my
13
Do not sleep with your mother’s sister, laws and decrees. This includes both you
the forbecause she is your mother’s close rela- people who were born here and
27
eigners
who
live
among
you.
As
for all
tive.
those detestable things, before you came,
14
Do not disgrace your father’s brother by the people who lived in this land did them,
sleeping with his wife, because she is your and they deﬁled the land. 28 So if you also
aunt.
deﬁle the land, I will get rid of you as I
15
Do not sleep with your daughter-in-law, got rid of the people of those nations that
were here before you came.
because she is your son’s wife.
Do not sleep with your brother’s 29 You must not allow people who do
wife, because that would disgrace your any of those detestable things to associate
with you, who are my people. 30 Obey
brother.
all that I command you to do, and do
17
Do not sleep with the daughter or grandnot deﬁle yourselves by following any of
daughter of any woman with whom you
the disgusting habits of the people who
have previously slept. They are her close
were there before you came. I, Yahweh
relatives. Sleeping with any of them
your God, am the one who is commanding
would be an evil thing to do.
these things.’”
18
While your wife is still living, do not
marry your wife’s sister and sleep with
her.
16

19

Do not sleep with any woman while she
is having her menstrual period.

Chapter 19
1

Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”Speak to
Do not deﬁle yourself by sleeping with all the people of Israel and tell them this:
someone else’s wife.
’You must be holy, because Yahweh your
21
Do not give any of your children to God is holy, and he wants you to be like
be burned to be as a sacriﬁce to the god him.
Molech, because that would dishonor me, 3 Each of you must respect your father and
Yahweh, your God.
your mother. And you must honor the
22
No man should sleep with another man. Sabbath days. It is Yahweh, your God, who
is commanding you to do these things.
That is detestable.
20

No one, man or woman, should deﬁle 4 Do not worship idols, which are worth
himself by sleeping with an animal. That nothing, or make metal statues of gods for
yourselves. Yahweh is your God; it is he
is a perverse action.
who is telling you this. He is the only one
24
Do not deﬁle yourselves in any of these
you must worship.
ways, because doing these things is how
the people of the nations became unac- 5 Yahweh also says this: ’When you bring
ceptable to me, the people groups that I an offering to promise friendship with me,
will drive out as you advance into the land offer it in a way that I will accept. 6 The
that I am giving you. 25 They even caused meat should be eaten on the day that you
the land to become deﬁled, so I punished sacriﬁce it, but you may eat some of it on
them for their sins, and it was as though the next day. However, you must burn
23
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anything that remains until the third day.
7
For any of it to be eaten on the third day
is very displeasing to me, and I will not accept that offering. 8 I will punish anyone
who eats it after the second day, because
he will have not respected what I say is
holy. And that person must no longer be
allowed to associate with my people.
9

When you harvest your grain, leave the
grain standing at the edges of the ﬁeld and
in the corners. Do not pick up the sheaves
that have fallen to the ground. 10 And
when you harvest your grapes, do not go
back a second time to try to harvest some
more, and do not pick up the grapes that
have fallen on the ground. Leave those
things for the poor people and for foreigners who are living among you. I, Yahweh your God, am commanding you those
things.
11

Do not steal anything.

Do not remain silent in court if your testimony would keep an innocent person being executed. I, Yahweh, am commanding
this.
17

Do not hate anyone. Instead, honestly
rebuke others who ought to be rebuked, in
order that you also will not be guilty.
18

Do not try to get revenge against someone or be angry with someone for a long
time. Instead, love other people like you
love yourself. I, Yahweh your God, am
commanding this.
19

Obey my laws.

Do not allow two different kinds of animals to mate with each other.
Do not plant two different kinds of seed in
the same ﬁeld.
Do not wear clothing made from two different kinds of material.
20

Do not tell lies.
Do not deceive each other.
12

Do not call upon me to punish you if you
say something that you know is false. If
you do this, you will dishonor me. Do not
forget that I am Yahweh, your God.
13

Do not cheat anyone or steal from anyone.
If you have agreed to pay your workers
at the end of the day, do what you have
promised. Do not keep those wages until
the next day.

If a man sleeps with a slave woman who
has been promised to marry some other
man, but if she has not been bought by
that man and is still a slave, these two people must be punished. But because she
was still a slave, she and the man who
slept with her must not be executed. 21
However, that man must bring a ram to
be slaughtered at the entrance of the sacred tent area, to be an offering in order
that he no longer be guilty for his sin. 22
The priest will offer that ram to me. Then
I will forgive that man for the sin which
he committed.

Do not curse deaf people, and do not 23 When you enter the land that I have
put things in the path of blind people to promised to give to you, and when you
cause them to stumble. I, Yahweh, am plant various kinds of fruit trees, you
must not eat any of their fruit for three
commanding this.
years. 24 In the fourth year you must set
15
Always judge people fairly. Do not do
aside all of their fruit to belong to me; you
special favors for either poor people or
must set it apart as holy, an offering to
rich people.
give me praise. 25 But in the ﬁfth year,
16
Do not spread false rumors about other you will be permitted to eat their fruit. If
people.
you do that, your trees will produce much
14
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fruit. I, Yahweh your God, am promising weights on the scales and measuring basthat.
kets and other measuring containers. I
am Yahweh, your God, who brought you
26
Do not eat any meat that still has the anout of Egypt.
imal’s blood in it.
37
Obey carefully all my laws and decrees.
Do not consult spirits to ﬁnd out what will
It is I, Yahweh, who am commanding you
happen in the future, and do not practice
these things.’”
sorcery.
27

Do not shave the hair at the sides of your
heads as pagan people do.
28

Chapter 20

Do not cut your bodies when you are
mourning for people who have died, and 1 Yahweh also said this to Moses: 2 ”Tell
do not put tattoos on your bodies. I, Yah- the Israelite people, ’Any Israelite or any
weh your God, am commanding this.
foreigner who is living in Israel who sac29
Do not disgrace your daughters by forc- riﬁces any of his children as an offering
ing them to become prostitutes. If you to the idol Molech must die. The people of
kill him by throwing stones
cause them to become prostitutes, soon the town must
3
I will reject such people and
the land will be ﬁlled with prostitutes and at him.
cause
them
to no longer be with my peoall other kinds of people’s wicked behav4
ple. If the people of that man’s town igior.
nore it when he kills any of his children
30
Honor my Sabbath days and revere my to offer him to Molech, and if they do not
sacred tent, because I am Yahweh.
execute that person, 5 I myself will punish
31
Do not seek advice from those who try that person and his clan. I will command
to get the spirits of dead people give them that he must no longer be with my peoadvice. If you do that, I will no longer ac- ple. And I will do the same thing to any
others who are unfaithful to me and who
cept you. I am Yahweh your God.
worship Molech.
32
Stand up when old people enter the 6
room, and show that you respect them. I will reject those who go to those who
You must also honor me, your God; that consult the spirits of dead people, or who
go to fortune tellers who ask spirits to adis who I am.
vise them. I will reject such people; they
33
When foreigners live among you in will no longer be with my own people.
your land, do not mistreat them. 34 You 7
Set yourselves apart for my honor, so
must treat them like you treat your felthat
you may belong to me, because I am
low citizens. Love them as you love your8
selves, and do not forget that once when Yahweh your God. Carefully obey everyyou were foreigners in Egypt you were thing that I have commanded you. I am
badly mistreated by the people of Egypt. I, Yahweh, the one who sets you apart from
Yahweh your God, am commanding you to the other peoples so that I am honored.
9
do this.
If anyone curses his father or his mother,
you
must execute him. He himself will be
35
When you are measuring things, to
responsible for his own death.
see how long they are or how much they
weigh or how many there are, 36 use 10 If a man commits adultery with some
correct measuring sticks and scales and other man’s wife, then you must execute
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both of them, the man and the woman.

have done, they must be responsible for
their actions. And when they die, their
11
If a man sleeps with one of his fachildren would be stripped of the rights to
ther’s wives, he has dishonored his father.
any inheritance they would have received
So you must execute both that man and
from their parents.
woman; they will be responsible for their
own deaths.
21
12
If a man marries his brother’s wife, it
If a man sleeps with his daughter-inis
a sin because he has dishonored his
law, you must execute them both. They
have exchanged good for evil; they both brother’s marriage. The rights of inheritance would be stripped away from any
deserve to die.
children they would have received from
13
If two men have slept together, they from their parents.
have done something detestable. You
must execute them both; they will be re22
Obey all my decrees and laws carefully,
sponsible for their own deaths.
in
order that you will not have to leave the
14
If a man marries both a woman and her
land to which I am bringing you. 23 Do not
mother, that is a wicked thing. You must
imitate the customs of the people of the
burn all three of them to death, in order
land from which I am going to drive them
that no one among you continues to comout, as you advance into it. I hate them bemit such an evil deed.
cause they have done all those things. 24
15
If a man sleeps with an animal, you But I said to you, “You will take their land
must execute both him and that animal.
from them. I will give it to you to be yours,
a land that is very fertile. I am Yahweh
16
Similarly, if a woman sleeps with an anyour God, who has set you apart from the
imal, you must execute both her and that
people of other nations.”
animal. They will be responsible for their
own deaths.
25
17
So you must distinguish between birds
If a man sleeps with his sister, the
daughter of either his mother or his and animals that are unacceptable to me
father—if they have slept together, that is and those that are acceptable to me. Do
disgraceful. They will no longer be with not deﬁle yourselves by eating birds or anmy people. Because he has slept with his imals, or anything that crawls along on
the ground, things that I have said are unsister, he is guilty.
acceptable for you. 26 You must live as
18
If a man sleeps with a woman during a people who are set apart for my honor,
her menstrual period, they have both re- because I, Yahweh, am also set apart and I
vealed her ﬂowing blood, so neither of do everything for my honor. I have taken
them must be with my people anymore.
you out of the other nations, because you
19
No man must sleep with the sister of are mine.
either his father or his mother, because
he would be disgracing someone who is 27
You must execute any man or woman
a close relative. You must punish such a
among you who consults the spirits of
man, as well as the woman.
dead people or other spirits. Kill them by
20
If a man sleeps with his uncle’s wife, he throwing stones at them; they will be rehas dishonored his uncle. What for they sponsible for their own deaths.’”
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Chapter 21
1

Yahweh also said to Moses, ”Speak to the
priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them,
2
’You priests must not cause yourselves
to become unﬁt to do my work by touching any dead body. You are permitted to
touch only the corpses of close relatives,
such as your mother, father, son, daughter or your brother. 3 You may also touch
the corpse of a sister if she is not married and has been living in your house, because she has no husband to bury her. 4
You priests must not cause yourselves to
become unﬁt to do my work by touching
the dead bodies of other relatives of yours.
5

You priests must not shave your heads or
the edges of your beards; you must not cut
your bodies to show that you are mourning for someone who has died. 6 You must
act in ways that I, your God, consider to
be suitable for you, my priests; you must
not disgrace me. You are the ones who
will present to me the offerings that you
will burn. These offerings will be made to
me from your food supplies. So you must
act in ways that are suitable, because you
honor me.

work by having his head anointed with
olive oil. He is also the one who has been
appointed to wear the garments that are
made and set apart for the honor of Yahweh. He must not allow the hair on his
head to remain uncombed, and he must
not tear his clothes when he is mourning
for someone. 11 He must not enter any
place where there is a corpse. He must
not do that and cause himself to become
unﬁt for his work, even if it is his father
or his mother who has died. 12 He must
not leave the sacred tent to join those who
are mourning, because he would cause
himself to become unﬁt for his work and
would also deﬁle the sacred tent. He must
not leave the sacred tent at that time, because by being anointed with olive oil he
has been appointed to serve his God in the
sacred tent. I, Yahweh, am the one who
am commanding this.
13

Women whom you priests marry must
be virgins. 14-15 You priests must not marry
widows or prostitutes or divorced women,
because if you do that, and if you later
have sons, they will not be acceptable to
be priests among your people. You must
marry only virgins from among your own
people. I am Yahweh, who sets priests
7
You priests must not marry women who apart for my honor and for those who worhave been prostitutes or who have been ship me.’”
divorced from their husbands, because
you priests are set apart for God. 8 You 16 Yahweh also said to Moses, 17 ”Say this
must remember that I have set you apart to Aaron: ’For all future time, none of your
to worship me. It is as though you were descendants who has any defects on his
offering food to me, your God. Regard body will be allowed to come near the alyourselves as belonging to me, because I, tar to offer sacriﬁces to me which will be
Yahweh, am the one who made you to be like my food. 18 No one who is blind or
priests, and I have nothing to do with any lame or deformed, or whose face is disﬁgured, 19 no man with a crippled foot
evil—I am holy.
or a crippled hand, 20 no man who has
9
If a priest’s daughter becomes a prosa hunchback or an abnormally short pertitute, she disgraces her father, and you
son, no man whose eyes are defective, no
must burn her in a ﬁre.
man who has a skin disease or whose pri10
The high priest is the one among his vate parts have been damaged. 21 No derelatives who has been appointed for that scendant of Aaron, the ﬁrst high priest,
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who has any defect is allowed to come to
the altar to offer to me, his God, sacriﬁces
that will be burned. 22 Priests who have
defects are permitted to eat the various
kinds of holy food offered to me. 23 But
because of their defects, they must not go
near the curtain in the sacred tent or near
the altar, because if they did that, they
would desecrate my sacred tent. I am Yahweh, the one who sets those places apart
for myself and for my honor.’”

body with water. 7 After the sun sets, he
may eat food from the sacred offerings, because they are now his food that is to be
eaten. 8 But he must not eat anything that
has died a natural death or that has been
killed by wild animals, because if he did
that, he would be unﬁt to work for me. I,
Yahweh, am commanding those things.
9

The priests must obey my commandments; they must not despise them, or
they will become guilty and die. I am Yah24
So Moses told this to Aaron and to his weh, the one who sets them apart for my
sons and to all the Israelite people.
honor.
10

Chapter 22
1

Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”Explain
to Aaron and his sons about when they
should not touch or eat any food that the
people have dedicated to me by giving it
as a sacriﬁce. They must not dishonor me
or my name. I am Yahweh.
3

Tell them that for all future time, if they
or any of their descendants become unﬁt
for any reason to do the work that priests
must do, they must not go near anything
the people of Israel have dedicated to me
as an offering. Anyone who violates this
rule will no longer be part of my people. I
am Yahweh.
4

If any descendant of Aaron has a contagious skin disease or a discharge from
his private parts, he is not allowed to
eat any of the sacred offerings until he is
cured. He will also be unﬁt for his work
if he touches anything that has touched
a corpse, or if he touches anyone who as
an emission of semen, 5 or if he touches
anything that crawls on the ground, or if
he touches any person who causes him to
be unﬁt for his work. 6 Any priest who
touches anything unclean will be unclean
until evening. He must not eat any of
the holy things, unless he ﬁrst washes his

No one who does not belong to a priest’s
family is permitted to eat from the sacred
offering. No one who is visiting the priest,
or one that has been hired by the priest,
none of them is permitted to eat it. 11 But
if a priest buys a slave, or if a slave is born
in his house, that slave is permitted to eat
such food. 12 If a priest’s daughter marries a man who is not a priest, she is no
longer permitted to eat the sacred foods
that were given to Yahweh as gifts or offerings. 13 But suppose that a priest’s daughter who has no children becomes a widow
or becomes divorced, and suppose also
that she returns to her father’s house to
live there as she did when she was young.
In that case, she may eat the same food
that her father eats. But no other person
is permitted to eat any of it.
14

If anyone who is not permitted to eat
a sacred offering eats it without realizing
that it is sacred, he must pay the priest
for the food and add an extra one-ﬁfth to
it. 15 When the priests bring offerings to
me, the sacred offerings that the Israelite
people bring to them, they must not treat
those offerings as though they were not
special to me; 16 the people must not allow anyone who is not a priest to eat any
of those offerings. If they did that, they
would become guilty. I am Yahweh, the
one who sets the Israelite people apart
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from other people and makes them holy 29 When you sacriﬁce an animal to thank
for my honor.”
me for what I have done, sacriﬁce it in a
way that I will accept. 30 The meat must
17
18
Yahweh also said to Moses, ”Speak to be eaten on that day. Do not leave any of
Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelite it until the next morning. I, Yahweh, am
people and tell them that I say this to them, the one who is commanding this.
’If any of you Israelites or foreigners who 31
Obey all my commands. I, Yahweh, am
live in Israel brings to me an animal that
32
Do not dishonor
will be completely burned on the altar, ei- commanding them.
ther as a result of a solemn promise that me by disobeying them. You Israelite peoyou made to me or to be an offering that is ple must acknowledge that I, Yahweh, am
given voluntarily, 19 you must bring from holy, and33I am the one who causes you to
your cattle or sheep or goats an animal be holy. And I am the one who brought
that has no defects, in order that I may you out of Egypt in order that I, Yahweh,
20
accept it.
Do not bring any animals will be your God.”
that have defects, because I will not accept
them for you. 21 Similarly, when someone
brings from his cattle or sheep or goats
an offering to promise friendship with me,
either to fulﬁll a promise that he made
1
Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”Tell the Isto me or to be a voluntary offering—for
me to accept it, it must have no defects raelites about the festivals for Yahweh,
or blemishes. 22 Do not offer to me ani- the days when you all must gather tomals that are blind or injured or maimed, gether in holy assemblies on set times
or any animal that has warts or a fester- each year, as festivals in which you woring sore. 23 You may present to me to be ship me.
a voluntary offering an ox or a sheep that 3 You may work for six days each week,
is injured or stunted, but it will not be ac- but on the seventh day you must not do
cepted to fulﬁll a promise made to me. 24 any work. You must rest. It is a sacred day
You must not offer to me animals whose when you must gather together to wortesticles are bruised, crushed, torn or cut. ship me. Wherever you live, you must rest
You must not present these kind of dam- on that day.
aged animals as offerings to Yahweh any4
where in the land where you live, 25 and There are festivals that I am establishing
you must not accept such animals that are for you. These will be sacred days when
5
sold to you by a foreigner. You must not you must gather together to worship me.
offer them to me as food for me. Such an- The ﬁrst festival is the Passover. That festiimals will not be accepted by me, because val will begin at twilight on the appointed
day each spring and end the following day.
they are deformed or have defects.’”
6
The next day will begin the Festival of
26
27
Yahweh also said to Moses, ”When a Bread with no Yeast. That festival will concalf or lamb or goat is born, it must remain tinue for seven days. During that time, the
with its mother for seven days. After that, bread that you eat must be made without
it can be accepted to be an offering to me yeast. 7 On the ﬁrst day of that festival, all
that will be burned. 28 Do not slaughter a of you must stop your regular work and
cow or a sheep and its newborn young on gather together to worship me. 8 On each
of the seven days, you must present to me
the same day.

Chapter 23
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several animals as an offering to be completely burned on the altar. On the seventh day, all of you must again stop your
regular work and gather to worship me.”
9

Yahweh also told Moses 10 to tell the Israelite people about other festivals. He
said, ”After you arrive in the land which
I am giving to you, and when you harvest
your crops for the ﬁrst time there, bring
to the priest some of the ﬁrst grain that
you harvest. 11 On the day after the next
Sabbath day, the priest will lift it up high
to dedicate it to me, in order that I may
12
accept it as your gift.
On that same
day you must sacriﬁce to me a one year
old male lamb that has no defects. You
must burn it on the altar. 13 You must also
burn a ﬂour offering. That offering must
consist of four and one-half liters of good
ﬂour, ground grain, mixed with olive oil.
The smell of those things burning will be
very pleasing to me. Along with that, you
must also offer one liter of wine, which
will be a liquid offering. 14 Do not eat any
bread or any roasted or unroasted grain
on that day until after you have brought
those offerings to me, your God. You and
all your descendants must always obey
these commands, wherever you live.
15

Count seven weeks and one day after
the priest offers that bundle of grain to
me. 16 Then on the day after the seventh
Sabbath, each family must bring to me
an offering from the new crop of grain.
17
From your homes, bring two loaves of
bread to the priest. He will lift them up
high to dedicate them as an offering to
me. Those loaves must be baked from four
and one-half liters of good ﬂour that has
yeast mixed with it. That bread will be
an offering to me from the ﬁrst wheat that
you harvest each year. 18 Along with this
bread, you must present to me seven one
year old lambs with no defects, one young
bull, and two rams. They must all be com-

pletely burned on the altar. All those offerings, with the ﬂour offering and the wine
offering, will be burned, and the smell of
all those things burning will be very pleasing to me. 19 Then you must also kill one
male goat as an offering for your sins, and
two one year old male lambs to be an offering for you to promise friendship with
me. 20 The priest will lift up these offerings high to dedicate them to me. He will
also offer the loaves of bread that were
baked from the ﬁrst wheat that you harvest. Those offerings are special to me;
but they are for the priest. 21 On that
day, you must stop your regular work and
gather to worship me. You and all your
descendants must always obey these commands, wherever you live.
22

When you harvest the grain in your
ﬁelds, do not harvest what is along the
edges of the ﬁelds, and do not pick up the
grain that the harvesters drop. Leave it
for the poor people and for the foreigners
who are living among you. Do not forget
that it is I, Yahweh your God, who am commanding those things!”
23

Yahweh also told Moses 24 to give these
instructions to the Israelite people: ”Each
year in the seventh month, on the ﬁrst day
of that month, all of you must celebrate
that day, on which you will completely
rest. You must not do any work on that
day. When the priests blow their trumpets loudly, you all must gather together
as a holy assembly, to worship me. 25 All of
you must not do any regular work on that
day. Instead, you must present offerings
to me that will be burned on the altar.”
26

Yahweh also said to Moses, 27 ”You must
celebrate a day on which you request that
I forgive you for the sins that you have
committed. That day will be nine days after the festival when the priests blow the
trumpets. On that day you must not eat.
You must gather together to worship me
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and present offerings to me that will be
burned on the altar. 28 You must not do
any work on that day, because it is the Day
of Atonement, when the priests will offer
sacriﬁces to me to atone for your sins. 29
You must drive out from the people anyone who does not go without eating on
that day. 30 I will get rid of anyone who
does any kind of work on that day. 31 You
must not work at all! You and all your
descendants must always obey these commands, wherever you live. 32 That day will
be a day of complete rest for all of you, and
on that day you must fast to show that you
are sorry for having sinned. That day of
rest and going without food will begin on
the evening before the day in which you
ask me to forgive you for your sins, and
it will end on the evening of the following
day.”
33

and offerings of wine. Each offering must
be brought on the day that I have indicated. 38 You must celebrate these festivals in addition to worshiping me on the
Sabbath days. And you must give me all
those offerings in addition to the offerings
that people personally decide to give, and
in addition to the offerings that people
make to accompany the solemn promises
that they have made.
39

Returning to my instructions about the
Festival of Shelters, you must celebrate
this festival after you have harvested all
the crops. On the ﬁrst day and on the last
day of that festival, you must rest com40
pletely.
But on the ﬁrst day, you
are permitted to pick the best fruit from
trees. You will also take branches from
the palm trees, leafy branches from other
trees, and willow trees near the stream,
and make shelters to live in for that week.
Then rejoice in my presence for those
seven days. 41 You must celebrate this festival for seven days every year. You and
all your descendants must always obey
these commands, wherever you live. You
must celebrate this festival in the seventh
42
During the seven days of
month.
that festival, all of you people who have
been Israelites all of your lives must live
in shelters. 43 This festival will always remind your descendants that their ancestors lived in shelters for many years after
I rescued them from Egypt. Do not forget
that I, Yahweh your God, am the one who
is commanding this.”

Yahweh also said to Moses, 34 ”Tell
the Israelite people that each year they
must also celebrate the Festival of Shelters. That festival will begin ﬁve days after the Day of Atonement. This festival
will last for seven days. 35 On the ﬁrst
day of that festival, the people must gather
together to worship me, and they must
not do any regular work. 36 On each of
the seven days of this festival, they must
present to me an offering of animals that
will be burned on the altar. On the eighth
day, they must gather again as a holy assembly to worship me and present to me
another animal that will be burned on the
altar. That also will be a sacred gathering, and they must not work on that day, 44 So Moses gave to the Israelite people
either.
all these instructions concerning the festivals that Yahweh wanted them to cele37
To summarize, those are the festivals brate each year.
that I have appointed. Celebrate these festivals by gathering together to present to
me all the various offerings that will be
burned on the altar—animals that will be
burned completely, and offerings of ﬂour,
offerings to promise friendship with me, 1 Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”Command

Chapter 24
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the Israelite people to constantly bring
you clear oil made from pressed olives to
burn in the lamps in the sacred tent, in
order that those lamps will burn all the
time. 3 Outside the curtain of the very
holy place, Aaron must take care of the
lamps in my presence continually, in order that they will burn all during the night.
That regulation must be obeyed forever. 4
The priests must constantly take care of
the lamps that burn in my presence.
5

Also, each week you must take some ﬁne
ﬂour and bake twelve very big loaves of
bread, using four and one-half liters of
ﬂour for each loaf. 6 Put the loaves in
two rows, with six loaves in each row, on
the table covered with pure gold, in my
7
presence.
Along each row, place on
the gold table some pure incense to be
burned as an offering to me instead of the
bread. 8 The priests must put new loaves
of bread on the table each Sabbath day, to
signify the covenant that will never end,
which I have made with you Israelites. 9
When the loaves are removed from the
table, they will belong to Aaron and his
sons. They must eat them in a place set
aside for this purpose, because they are
part of the offerings—the offerings that
belong only to me—that are given to me
by being burned.”
10-11

what he said must put their hands on his
head to indicate that he is guilty, and then
all the people must kill him by throwing
stones at him. 15 Tell the Israelites, ’If anyone curses me, he must endure the consequences. 16 So anyone who curses me
must be executed. All the people must
throw stones at him. It does not matter if
he is a foreigner or an Israelite from birth.
Anyone who curses me must be executed.
17

Also, if anyone murders another person, the people must execute him. 18 And
anyone who kills another person’s animal
must give that person a live animal to re19
place the one that he killed.
And if
one person injures another person, the injured person is allowed to injure the person who injured him in the same way. 20
If someone breaks one of another person’s
bones, that person is allowed to break
one of the bones of the person who injured him. If someone gouges out an
eye of another person, that person is allowed to gouge out the eye of the person
who injured him. If someone knocks out
the tooth of another person, that person
is allowed to knock out one of his teeth.
What is done to the offender must be the
same as what he did to the other person.
21
Whoever kills another person’s animal
must give that person a live animal to replace the one that he killed, but the people must execute anyone who murders another person. 22 You Israelites and foreigners who live among must all have that
same law. I, Yahweh your God, am the one
who has commanded it.”

There was a man whose mother’s
name was Shelomith. She was an Israelite
whose father was Dibri from the tribe of
Dan. Her son’s father was from Egypt.
One day this man and another Israelite
man started to ﬁght inside the camp. And
while they were ﬁghting, that man cursed
Yahweh. 12 So the Israelite people seized
him and guarded him until they could ﬁnd 23
Then Moses told the Israelites what
out what Yahweh would reveal to them
they must do to the man who cursed Yahwhat they should do to that man.
weh, so they took the man outside the
13
Then Yahweh said to Moses, 14 ”Tie up camp and killed him by throwing stones at
and take outside the camp the man who him. They did what Yahweh commanded
has cursed me. There all those who heard Moses to tell them to do.
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Chapter 25
1

Yahweh said to Moses on Mount Sinai, 2
”Tell the Israelites that Yahweh is giving
these commands to them: When you enter the land that he is about to give you,
every seventh year you must honor him
by not planting any crops. You must al3
low the ground to rest.
During six
years, you are to plant crops in your ﬁelds,
prune your grapevines, and harvest your
crops. 4 But during the seventh year you
must allow your ﬁelds to rest, in order
to honor Yahweh. Do not plant seeds in
your ﬁelds or prune your grapevines dur5
ing the seventh year.
In the seventh
year, you must not bring workers together
to harvest whatever grain has grown in
your ﬁelds; you must not bring workers
together to harvest whatever grapes have
grown on the vines that you did not cut
back. You must allow the land to rest for
that one year. 6 But you are permitted to
eat whatever crops have grown by themselves during that year. You and your
male and female servants, and workers
whom you have hired, and any foreigners
who are living among you—you may all
eat those things. 7 And your livestock and
the wild animals in your land are permitted to eat them during that year as well.

eth year, will be a year in which you must
rejoice and obey Yahweh’s special instructions. During that year do not plant anything, and do not harvest in your usual
manner the crops or grapes that have
grown by themselves. 12 It will be a year
for you to rejoice in, the year of Jubilee.
You will treat it as special, and eat only
what has grown by itself.
13

In that year of celebration, the year of
Jubilee, and everyone must return to their
property to the original owner of it.
14

If you sell some of your land to a fellow Israelite or if you buy some land from
one of them, you must treat that person
fairly. 15 If you buy land, the price that
you will pay will depend on the number
of years until the next celebration of Jubilee. If someone sells land to you, he
will charge a price that reﬂects the number of years remaining until the next year
of celebration of Jubilee, when all property will be returned to their original owners. 16 If there will be many years before
the next time for the celebration of Jubilee,
the price will be higher. If there will be
only a few years until the next year of celebration, the price will be lower. You could
say that what he is really selling you is
the number of crops you could harvest before the next year of the celebration of Jubilee. 17 Do not cheat each other. Instead,
8-9
After every forty-nine years has ended,
honor Yahweh. It is Yahweh, whom we Isyou must do this for the celebration of Juraelites worship, who is commanding us
bilee. On the tenth day of the seventh
to do these things.
month of the next year, blow trumpets
throughout the country, to announce the 18 Obey all my laws carefully. If you do
10
Set apart that that, you will continue to live safely in
Day of Atonement.
year in order to honor Yahweh. You must your country. 19 The crops will grow well
proclaim everywhere, to all the people, on the land, and you will have plenty to
that this year will be the time for giving eat. 20 But you may ask, “If we do not
the land back to the families that ﬁrst plant or harvest our crops during the sevowned it when Yahweh brought you into enth year, what will we have to eat?” 21
your land. It will also be the time for set- Yahweh answers you that he will bless
ting free any of Yahweh’s people who are you very much during the sixth year, with
slaves. 11 This year of Jubilee, the ﬁfti- the result that during that year there will
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be enough crops to provide food for you
for three years. 22 Then, after you plant
seed during the eighth year and wait for
the crops to grow, you will eat the food
grown in the sixth year; you will continue
to eat it until you harvest your crops in the
ninth year.
23

You must not sell any of your land
to belong to someone else permanently,
because the land is not yours. It is really mine, and you are only living on it
temporarily and farming it for me. 24
Throughout the country that you will possess, you must remember that if someone
sells some of his land to you, he is permitted to buy it back from you at any time.

the year of celebration of Jubilee. 31 But
houses that are in villages without walls
are considered to be as though they were
in a ﬁeld. So if someone sells one of those
houses, he is permitted to buy it back at
any time. And even if he does not buy it,
he will take possession of it again at the
year of the celebration of Jubilee.
32

The descendants of Levi are a special
case, however. If they sell their houses
in the cities that belong to them, they are
permitted to buy them back at any time.
33
But even if they do not buy back those
houses, they will become theirs again in
the year of the celebration of Jubilee, because those houses are in their cities, on
land that the other Israelites had given to
25
So if one of your fellow Israelites bethem. 34 But the pastureland near their
comes poor and sells some of his property
towns must not be sold. It must belong to
to you for money, the person who is most
the original owners permanently.
closely related to him is permitted to come
and buy back that land for him. 26 How- 35 If one of your fellow Israelites becomes
ever, if a man has no one to buy the land poor and is unable to buy what he needs,
for him, but if he himself prospers again others of you must help him as you would
and has saved enough money to buy that help a foreigner who is living among you
land back, 27 he must calculate how many temporarily. 36 If you lend money to
years there will be until the next year of him, do not charge any kind of interest.
celebration. Then he must pay to the man Instead, show by what you do that you
who bought the land the money that the honor your God; you must help that man,
other man would have earned by growing in order that he will be able to continue to
crops on that land for those years. 28 But if live among you. 37 If you lend him money,
the original owner does not have enough do not charge interest; and if you sell food
money to buy back the land that he sold, to him, charge him only what you paid for
it will continue to belong to the man who it. Do not try to make a proﬁt from it. 38 Do
bought it until the next year of the celebra- not forget that it is Yahweh your God who
tion of Jubilee. In that year he will take is giving you these commands; it is, after
possession of it again, and he will be able all, Yahweh who brought you out of Egypt
to be your God and to give you the land of
to farm it again.
Canaan.
29
If someone sells a house in a city that
has a wall around it, during the next year 39 If one of your fellow Israelites becomes
he will be permitted to buy it back from poor and sells himself to you, do not force
the man who bought it. 30 If he does not him to work like a slave. 40 Treat him as
buy it during that year, it will belong per- you treat workers whom you hire or like
manently to the man who bought it, and someone who is living on your land temto that man’s descendants. He does not porarily. He must work for you only until
need to return it to the original owner in the year of the celebration of Jubilee. 41
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During that year, you must free him, and
he may go back to his family and to the
property that his ancestors owned. 42 It
is as though we Israelites are all Yahweh’s
slaves, whom he freed from being slaves
in Egypt. So none of you should buy each
other and make each other into slaves. 43
And do not treat the Israelites whom you
buy cruelly. Instead, honor Yahweh, our
God.
44

During those years that he is working for
the man who bought him, the man who
bought him must treat him like he would
treat a hired worker, and all of you must
make sure that his owner does not treat
him cruelly.
54

And even if a fellow Israelite who has
sold himself to a rich man is not able to
pay for himself to be freed by any of these
ways, he and his children must be freed in
the year of the celebration of Jubilee, 55 because it is as though you Israelites are my
slaves, whom I, Yahweh your God, freed
from being slaves in Egypt.’”

If you want to have slaves, you are permitted to buy them from nearby people
45
groups.
You are also permitted to
buy some of the foreigners who are living
among you, and members of their clans
that were born in your country. You may
own them. 46 They will be your slaves for
the remaining years of your life, and after
you die, it is permitted for your children 1
Yahweh also said this to Moses on Mount
to own them. But you must not act in bruSinai, ”Do not make idols or set up carved
tal ways toward your fellow Israelites.
ﬁgures or sacred stones to worship as if
47
Suppose a foreigner who is living they were God. And do not put on your
among you becomes rich, and if a fellow property a stone that you have carved so
Israelite becomes poor and sells himself to you can bow down to it. You must worship
that foreigner or to a member of his clan, only me, Yahweh, your God.

Chapter 26

48

it is permitted for someone to pay for
him to be freed. It is permitted for one of
his relatives to pay for him to be released.
49
An uncle or a cousin or another relative
in his clan may pay for him to be released.
Or, if he prospers and gets enough money,
he is permitted to pay for his own release.
50
The man who wants to pay for his own
release must count the number of years
until the next year of the celebration of Jubilee. The price he pays to the man who
bought him will depend on the pay that
would be given to a hired worker for that
number of remaining years. 51 If there
are a lot of years that remain until the year
of celebration, he must pay for his release
a larger amount of the money. 52 If there
are only a few years that remain until the
year of the celebration of Jubilee, he must
pay a smaller amount to be released. 53

2

Honor the Sabbath days and revere my
sacred tent, because I, Yahweh, live there.
3

If you carefully obey all my commands, 4
I will send rain for you at the proper times
in order that crops will grow on your land
and there will be plenty of fruit on your
5
You will continue harvesting
trees.
and threshing grain until it is time to harvest grapes, and you will continue to harvest grapes until it is time to start planting
things in the following year. You will have
all the food that you want to eat, and you
will live safely in your land.
6

If you obey all my laws, there will be
peace in your country, and when you lie
down to sleep. Nothing will cause you to
be afraid. I will get rid of the dangerous
animals in your country, and there will
be no wars in your country. 7 You will
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pursue your enemies and kill them with
your swords. 8 Five of you will pursue a
hundred of them, and a hundred of you
will pursue ten thousand of them and kill
them.
9

If you obey all my laws, I will bless
you and cause you to have many children.
And I will do what I said that I would do
in the covenant that I made with you. 10
When you are still eating food from the
harvest from the previous year, it will be
necessary for you to throw away some
of it to make space to store the new harvest. 11 I will live among you in my sacred tent, and I will never reject you. 12
I will live among you and continue to be
your God, and you will continue to be my
people. 13 I am Yahweh your God, the one
who brought you out of Egypt in order
that you would no longer be slaves of the
people of Egypt. When you were there, it
was as though you were animals that were
pulling plows for the people of Egypt, but
I broke the bars of the yokes that they had
put around your necks; I made you able to
walk with your heads up.

if you still refuse to obey me, I will continue to punish you again and again for
the sins that you have committed. 19 I
will punish you so much that you will no
longer be stubborn or proud. I will not
let any rain fall in your land. It will be as
though the sky were made of iron, and the
ground were as hard as bronze. 20 You will
uselessly work very hard to plant seeds,
because crops will not grow in the hard
soil in your ﬁelds, and fruit will not grow
on your trees.
21

If you continue to act against me and
refuse to obey me, I will cause you to
experience disasters again and again, as
you deserve to experience because of your
sins. 22 I will send wild animals to attack
you, and they will kill your little children
and destroy your cattle. There will be very
few of you who will remain alive, with the
result that there will be very few people
traveling about on the roads in your country.
23

But suppose you pay no attention to me;
suppose you refuse to obey what I have
told you to do. 15 Suppose that you reject
my decrees and laws, and do not obey me,
but that instead you reject the covenant
16
In that case,
that I made with you.
these are the things that I will do to you. I
will suddenly send disasters that will ruin
you. You will have diseases that cannot be
cured, and fevers that will cause you to become blind and will slowly kill you. It will
be useless for you to plant your ﬁelds, because your enemies will eat the crops that
grow. 17 I will reject you, so your enemies
will conquer you. Then they will rule over
you, and you will be so terriﬁed that you
will run away even if they do not pursue
you.

When you experience those things that
I do to punish you, if you still do not pay
attention to me, and if you continue to act
against me, 24 I myself will act against you,
and I will punish you for your sins again
and again. 25 I will send armies to you to
punish you for not doing the things that
I commanded you to do in the covenant
that I made with you. If you try to escape
from your enemies by hiding behind your
city walls, I will send plagues to you, and
I will allow your enemies to capture you.
26
When I destroy your supplies of food,
there will be very little ﬂour with which
to make bread. As a result, ten women
will be able to bake all their bread in only
one oven. When the bread is baked, each
woman will divide it among the members
of her family, but there will be very little
for each one, and when they have eaten
all of it, they will still be hungry.

18

27

14

But after all these things happen to you,
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do not obey me, if you still act against me,
28
I will be very angry with you, and I will
act against you; I myself will punish you
29
for your sins again and again.
You
will be so hungry that you will kill your
sons and daughters and eat their ﬂesh. 30
I will make sure that other people destroy
the hills where you have worshiped idols.
I will smash the altars where you burn
incense to worship your gods, and I will
cause your corpses to be piled on the lifeless ﬁgures of your idols. And I will hate
31
you.
I will cause your cities to become heaps of ruins, and I will cause the
buildings that you built for your idols to
collapse. And I will not be pleased at all
with the aroma of your offerings that are
burned on the altar. 32 I will completely
ruin your country, with the result that
even your enemies who capture it will be
shocked when they see this happen. 33 I
will enable your enemies to kill you with
their swords, and I will cause them to scatter the rest of you among other people
groups. I will make sure that they ruin
your country and destroy your cities. 34
After that happens, as long as you are living in your enemies’ countries, I will allow
your land to rest, as you should have done
every seven years. 35 During all the time
that no one is in your land, it will be able
to rest. This will be unlike you, who never
allowed it to rest while you were there.

because of your sins and the sins of your
ancestors.
40-41

But your descendants must confess
their sins and the sins that their ancestors
committed. Their ancestors acted unfaithfully toward me and were hostile to me, so
I forced them to go to their enemies’ countries. But when your descendants humble themselves and stop being very stubborn and accept being punished for their
sins, 42 I will keep in mind the covenant
that I made with your ancestors Abraham
and Isaac and Jacob, and what I promised
43
to them about the land of Canaan.
But before that happens, my people will
be forced to leave their land, with the result that the land will be able to rest while
no one is in it, and while I am punishing
the people for rejecting my laws and hating my decrees. 44 But I will still not reject them or hate them and destroy them
completely. I will not cancel the covenant
that I made with them. I will still be Yahweh, the God whom they should worship.
45
I will keep in mind the covenant that I
made with your ancestors when I brought
them out of Egypt, something that the people of all nations heard about. I did this so
that I, Yahweh, would be your God.”
46

Those are the commandments, the decrees, and the laws that Yahweh established on Mount Sinai between himself
and the Israelite people by giving them to
36
As for you people who will remain alive Moses to tell to them.
in the countries to which your enemies
will have taken you, I will make you very
afraid, so when you hear the wind blowing leaves, you will run away. 37 You will
run as if a man with a sword were chasing
you, and you will fall down, even though 1 Yahweh also said to Moses, 2 ”Tell the
no one is coming behind you. You will Israelite people these things for me: ’If a
stumble over each other trying to ﬂee. You man solemnly promises to set apart anwill not be able to stand and ﬁght your en- other person to belong only to Yahweh,
emies. 38 Many of you will die in your en- Yahweh will be willing to set that peremies’ countries. 39 And those of you who son free from having to do that if the reremain alive will slowly die and rot there sponsible man pays the priest an amount
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to Yahweh. 11 If the animal that he wishes
to give to Yahweh is a kind that is unacceptable to be an offering, he must take
the animal to the priest. 12 The priest then
will decide what its value is, according
to the animal’s quality. Whatever value
ﬁfty pieces of silver for men who are
the priests sets will be the value, and that
between twenty and sixty years old;
is the price of the animal. 13 If the man
4
thirty pieces of silver for adult who gave the animal later decides that he
women who are between twenty and sixty wants to buy it back, he must pay to the
years old.
priest that price plus an added one-ﬁfth.
of money. The priest must calculate the
amount of money in terms of the silver
pieces that they use in Yahweh’s sacred
tent. 3 These are the amounts that Yahweh has set for this kind of transaction:

5

Twenty pieces of silver would be 14
Similarly, if someone dedicates his
paid for young men who are between ﬁve
house, and to set it apart for the honor of
and twenty years old;
Yahweh, the priest will decide how much
ten pieces of silver for young women it is worth, which will depend on the
who are between ﬁve and twenty years house’s condition. Whatever the priest
says that it is worth, that will be its value.
old;
15
If a man set apart his house for the
6
ﬁve pieces of silver for boys who are
honor of Yahweh, but later he wants to
between one month and ﬁve years old;
buy it back, he must pay that price plus an
three pieces of silver for girls who are added one-ﬁfth, and then the house will
between one month and ﬁve years old.
belong to him again.
7

Fifteen pieces of silver would 16 If someone sets apart for the honor of
be paid for men who are more than sixty Yahweh some of the property that belongs
years old;
to him and his family, its value will be
ten pieces of silver for women who determined by the quantity of seed that
would be needed to sow that entire tract
are more than sixty years old.
of land. It will be ten pieces of silver for
8
If anyone who has made such a solemn
each 220 liters of seed. 17 If the man sets
promise is very poor and unable to pay to
apart for the honor of Yahweh the land
set free the person whom he has given to
during the year of the celebration of JuYahweh, he must take that person to the
bilee, its value will be the full amount. 18
priest. The priest will set the price for freeBut if he sets apart his ﬁeld to Yahweh afing him to an amount that the person can
ter the year of the celebration of Jubilee,
pay.
the priest will count the number of years
9
If someone solemnly promises Yahweh until the next year of the celebration of Juto give him an animal that is acceptable bilee, and if there are not many years that
to him, that animal becomes very special remain, the price will be much lower than
to Yahweh; it belongs to him alone. 10 the full price. 19 If the person who set
The person who promised to give it must apart the ﬁeld for Yahweh later wants to
not give another animal instead of the one buy it back, he must pay to the priest the
that he promised. He must not substitute price that the priest says it is worth, plus
a bad one for a good one or even a better an added one-ﬁfth, and then the ﬁeld will
one than the one offered. If he tries to do belong to that man again. 20 However, if
that, both animals will become dedicated he does not buy it back, or if it has been
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sold to someone else, he will never be permitted to buy it back again. 21 In the year
of the celebration of Jubilee, it will be permanently set apart as a holy gift for Yahweh, and it will be given to the priest.
22

he must pay to the priest what it is worth
32
plus an added one-ﬁfth.
And every
ten domestic animals belongs to Yahweh.
When a shepherd counts them as they
pass under his walking stick, to decide
which ones he will give to me, he must
mark every tenth one as belonging to Yahweh. 33 When he does that, he must not
pick out the good ones or leave the bad
ones, or substitute bad ones for good ones.
If he substitutes one animal for another,
both animals will belong to Yahweh, and
the shepherd will not be permitted to buy
them back.”

If someone sets apart for the honor of
Yahweh some land that he has bought,
land which is not part of the land that
his family has always owned, 23 the priest
must count the number of years until the
next year of the celebration of Jubilee to
determine how much it is worth, and the
man must pay that amount to the priest
on that day, and then that land will belong
34
Those are the commands that Yahweh
to him again, and his payment becomes a
24
gave
to Moses on Mount Sinai to tell to the
holy gift to Yahweh.
However, in the
year of the celebration of Jubilee, the land people.
will again come into the possession of the
person from whom he bought it, the person whose family had always owned that
land. 25 All the silver that is paid must be
calculated in terms of the oﬃcial pieces of
silver in the sacred tent.
26

No one is permitted to dedicate the ﬁrstborn of any cow or sheep for any purpose,
because the ﬁrstborn already belongs to
Yahweh. 27 If someone gives to him an animal that is not acceptable to him, that person may later buy it back by paying what
it is worth plus an added one-ﬁfth of its
value. If he does not buy it back, it must
be sold for its standard price.
28

However, no slave or animal or family
land that someone owns can be sold or
bought back after it has been dedicated to
Yahweh. It becomes holy to Yahweh.
29

No person who has done something that
Yahweh considers to be very wicked is permitted to go free. The people must certainly execute such a person.
30

One tenth of all the crops and grain or
fruit that is produced on anyone’s land is
sacred and belongs to Yahweh. 31 If anyone wants to buy back any of that tenth,
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Ahira son of Enan, from the tribe of
Naphtali.”
16

Chapter 1
1

In the second month of the year after the
Israelite people had left Egypt, Yahweh
spoke to Moses while he was in the sacred
tent, in the wilderness of Sinai. Yahweh
said to him, 2 ”Count how many Israelite
men, from each family in Israel, and count
them by name. 3 You and Aaron must
count the men who are at least twenty
years old, those who can serve as soldiers
in the army. Write down the number of
the men, along with the names of their
clans and families. 4 I have chosen one
man from each of the tribes to help you to
do this. Each one must be a leader of his
clan.
5-6

Their names are:

Elizur son of Shedeur, from the tribe of
Reuben;

These were the men whom Yahweh
chose from the people. They were leaders
of their tribes. They were the chief men of
the clans of the Israelite people.
17

Aaron and Moses summoned all these
leaders, 18 and they gathered all of the
people on that same day. They listed the
names of all the men who were at least
20 years old, and with their names they
wrote the names of their clans and their
family groups 19 just as Moses had commanded. They wrote the names while the
Israelites were there in the wilderness of
Sinai.
20-21

There were 46,500 men from the
tribe of Reuben (who was Jacob’s oldest
son) who were at least twenty years old
and were able to ﬁght in battles. They
were listed by their names, their clans,
and their family groups.
22-23

There were 59,300 men from the
tribe of Simeon who were at least twenty
Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, from the years old and were able to ﬁght in battribe of Simeon; 7-9 Nahshon son of Ammi- tles. They were listed by their names,
nadab, from the tribe of Judah;
their clans, and their family groups.
Nethanel son of Zuar, from the tribe of
24-25
There were 45,650 men from
Issachar;
the tribe of Gad who were at least twenty
Eliab son of Helon, from the tribe of years old and were able to ﬁght in batZebulun; 10-11 Elishama son of Ammihud, tles. They were listed by their names,
their clans, and their family groups.
from the tribe of Joseph’s son Ephraim;
26-27
There were 74,600 men from the
Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, from the
tribe of Judah who were at least twenty
tribe of Joseph’s son Manasseh;
years old and were able to ﬁght in batAbidan son of Gideoni, from the tribe
tles. They were listed by their names,
of Benjamin;
their clans, and their family groups.
12-15
Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai, from
28-29
There were 54,400 men from the
the tribe of Dan;
tribe of Issachar who were at least twenty
Pagiel son of Ocran, from the tribe of years old and were able to ﬁght in battles. They were listed by their names,
Asher;
their clans, and their family groups.
Eliasaph son of Deuel, from the tribe of
30-31
There were 57,400 men from the
Gad;

171

NUMBERS
tribe of Zebulun who were at least twenty
years old and were able to ﬁght in battles. They were listed by their names,
their clans, and their family groups.
32-33

There were 40,500 men from the
tribe of Ephraim who were at least twenty
years old and were able to ﬁght in battles. They were listed by their names,
their clans, and their family groups.
34-35

There were 32,200 men from
the tribe of Manasseh who were at least
twenty years old and were able to ﬁght in
battles. They were listed by their names,
their clans, and their family groups.
36-37

There were 35,400 men from
the tribe of Benjamin who were at least
twenty years old and were able to ﬁght in
battles. They were listed by their names,
their clans, and their family groups.
38-39

There were 62,700 men from the
tribe of Dan who were at least twenty
years old and were able to ﬁght in battles. They were listed by their names,
their clans, and their family groups.
40-41

of Israel, do not count the men in the
50
tribe of Levi.
Appoint the male descendants of Levi to take care of the sacred tent and the chest inside it that contains the tablets on which are written the
Ten Commandments. They must also take
care of the other things that are inside
the tent. When you travel, they are the
ones who must carry the sacred tent and
all the things that are inside it, and they
must take care of it and set up their tents
around it. 51 Whenever it is time for all
of you to move to another location, the descendants of Levi are the ones who must
dismantle the sacred tent. And when it is
time to stop traveling, they are the ones
who must set it up again. Any other person who goes near the sacred tent to do
this work must be executed. 52 The people of each Israelite tribe must set up their
tents in their own area, and they must set
up a ﬂag that represents their tribe. 53
But the male descendants of Levi must set
up their tents around the sacred tent in
order to protect the other Israelite people
from being punished by Yahweh for coming close to the sacred tent. The descendants of Levi are the ones who must stand
around the sacred tent to guard it.”

There were 41,500 men from the
tribe of Asher who were at least twenty
years old and were able to ﬁght in battles. They were listed by their names, 54 So the Israelite people did everything
their clans, and their family groups.
just like Yahweh had commanded Moses.
42-43

There were 53,400 men from the
tribe of Naphtali who were at least twenty
years old and were able to ﬁght in battles. They were listed by their names,
their clans, and their family groups.

Chapter 2
1

Then Yahweh said this to Aaron and
Moses, 2 ”When the Israelites set up their
tents, they are to set them up in areas that
surround the sacred tent, but not close to
it. The people of each tribe must set up
their tents in a different area. Each tribe
must put up a ﬂag in that area that identi47
But this number did not include the
ﬁes their tribe.
names of the men of the tribe of Levi,
48
because Yahweh had said to Moses, 49 3-4 The people of the tribe of Judah must
”When you count the men of the tribes set up their tents on the east side of
44-45

That was the number of men from
each tribe that Aaron and Moses and the
twelve leaders of the tribes of Israel listed,
along with the names of their clans. 46 The
total was 603,550 men.
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the sacred tent, close to their tribal ﬂag. 20-21 The people of the tribe of Manasseh
Nahshon son of Amminadab, will be the will set up their tents beside Ephraim.
leader of the 74,600 men of the tribe of Ju- Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, will be the
dah.
leader of the 32,200 men of the tribe of
5-6
The people of the tribe of Issachar will Manasseh.
set up their tents beside Judah. Nethanel 22-23 The people of the tribe of Benjamin
son of Zuar will be the leader of the 54,400 will set up their tents beside Manasseh.
men of the tribe of Issachar.
Abidan son of Gideoni, will be the leader
7-8
The people of the tribe of Zebulun will of the 35,400 men of the tribe of Benset up their tents beside Issachar. Eliab jamin.
son of Helon, will be the leader of the 24 So there will be 108,100 troops on the
57,400 men of the tribe of Zebulun.
west side of the sacred tent. Those three
9
So there will be 186,400 troops on the tribes will follow the second group, beeast side of the sacred tent. Whenever the hind the descendants of Levi.
Israelites move to a new location, those 25-26 The tribe of Dan must set up their
three tribes must go in front of the others. tents on the north side of the sacred tent,
10-11
The tribe of Reuben must set up their close to their tribal ﬂag. Ahiezer son of
tents on the south side of the sacred tent, Ammishaddai, will be the leader of the
close to their tribal ﬂag. Elizur son of 62,700 men of the tribe of Dan.
Shedeur, will be the leader of the 46,500 27-28 The people of the tribe of Asher will
men of the tribe of Reuben.
set up their tents beside Dan. Pagiel son
12-13
The people of the tribe of Simeon will of Ocran, will be the leader of the 41,500
set up their tents beside Reuben. Shelu- men of the tribe of Asher.
miel son of Zurishaddai, will be the leader 29-30 The people of the tribe of Napthali will
of the 59,300 men of the tribe of Simeon. set up their tents beside Asher. Ahira son

The people of the tribe of Gad will set of Enan, will be the leader of the 53,400
up their tents beside Simeon. Eliasaph son men of the tribe of Naphtali.
of Deuel, will be the leader of the 45,650 31 So there will be 157,600 troops on the
men of the tribe of Gad.
north side of the sacred tent. Those three
16
So there will be 151,450 troops on the tribes will be last. They must carry their
south side of the sacred tent. Those three own ﬂags when the Israelites travel.”
tribes will follow the ﬁrst group when the 32 So there were 603,550 Israelite men
Israelites travel.
who were able to ﬁght who were listed
14-15

17

Behind that group will walk the descendants of Levi, who will carry the sacred
tent. The Israelites will march in the same
order that they always set up their tents.
Each tribe will carry its own ﬂag.
18-19

The tribe of Ephraim must set up their
tents on the west side of the sacred tent,
close to their tribal ﬂag. Elishama son of
Ammihud, will be the leader of the 40,500
men of the tribe of Ephraim.

according to their families’ ancestors. 33
But just as Yahweh had commanded, the
names of the descendants of Levi were not
included.
34

The Israelites did everything that Yahweh had told Moses. They set up their
tents close to their tribal ﬂags, and when
they traveled to a new location, they
walked with their own clans and family
groups.
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Chapter 3

They belong to me, Yahweh.”
14

1

These are some of the things that happened to Aaron and Moses when Yahweh
spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai.
2

Aaron had four sons. They were Nadab
the oldest, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
3
These are the names of Aaron’s sons
who were anointed priests and set apart
as priests and whom he ordained to serve
as priests. 4 But, while Yahweh was watching, Nadab and Abihu died in the wilderness of Sinai because they burned incense
in a manner that was disobedient to what
Yahweh had commanded. They had no
sons, so Eleazar and Ithamar were the
only sons of Aaron who were left to be
priests, along with their father Aaron.

Yahweh spoke to Moses again in the
wilderness of Sinai. He said, 15 “Count the
male members of the tribe of Levi. Write
down their names and the names of their
clans and family groups. Count all the
males who are at least one month old.” 16
So Moses counted them, just as Yahweh
commanded.
17

Levi had three sons, whose names
were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.
18

Gershon had two sons, Libni and
Shimei. The clans who were descended
from them had the same names as those
two sons.
19

Kohath had four sons, Amram,
Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. The clans who
5
Then Yahweh said to Moses, 6 ”Bring the were descended from them had the same
men of the tribe of Levi and present them names as those four sons.
to Aaron, in order that they may assist
20
Merari had two sons, Mahli and
him. 7 They will serve Aaron and all the Mushi. The clans who were descended
other Israelite people, while they do their from them had the same names as those
work inside the sacred tent and outside it. two sons.
8
They must serve all the Israelite people
Those are the clans who were deby taking care of all the things that are in9
Appoint them to scended from Levi.
side the sacred tent.
help Aaron and his two sons. I have cho- 21 The two clans descended from Gershon
sen them from all the Israelite people to are those that were descended from his
do that. 10 Appoint Aaron and his two sons sons Libni and Shimei. 22 In those two
to do the work that priests do. But anyone clans there were 7,500 males who were at
else who comes close to the sacred tent to least one month old. 23 They were told to
do that work must be executed.”
set up their tents on the west side of the
11

Yahweh also told Moses, 12 ”Note that
from all the Israelites I have chosen the
men of the tribe of Levi to take the places
of all the ﬁrstborn sons of the Israelite
people. The male descendants of Levi belong to me, 13 because truly all the ﬁrstborn males belong to me. That is because
on the day that I killed all the ﬁrstborn
sons of the people of Egypt, I spared all
the ﬁrstborn sons of the Israelites and set
them apart for myself. I also set apart the
ﬁrstborn males of your domestic animals.

sacred tent. 24 The leader of those two
clans was Eliasaph son of Lael. 25 Their
work was to take care of the sacred tent,
including its curtains and coverings and
the curtain at its entrance, 26 the curtains
that formed the walls around the courtyard that is around the tent and around
the altar, the curtains that were at the entrance of the courtyard, and the ropes for
fastening the tent. They also did all the
work of taking care of the things outside
the sacred tent.
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27

The clans that were descended from Kohath were those descended from his sons
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 28 In
those four clans there were 8,600 males
who were at least one month old. The
work of the men of the clans was to take
care of the things that are inside the sacred tent. 29 They set up their tents on the
south side of the sacred tent. 30 The leader
of those four clans was Elizaphan son of
Uzziel. 31 The work of the men of those
clans was to take care of the sacred chest,
the table on which the priest put the sacred bread, the lampstand, the altars, all
the items that the priest used in the sacred
tent, and the curtain that is inside the tent.
Their work was also to take care of the
things inside the tent.

ple. Only the priests were permitted to do
that. Yahweh declared that anyone else
who went near the tent to do the work that
the priests do must be executed.
39

When Aaron and Moses counted all
the males who were at least one month
old, who belonged to the clans descended
from Levi, the total was twenty-two thousand.
40

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Now count
all the other ﬁrstborn males in Israel who
are at least one month old, and write
down their names. 41 Also, set apart for
me the descendants of Levi to be substitutes for the ﬁrstborn males of the other
Israelites. And set apart for me the livestock of the descendants of Levi to be substitutes for the ﬁrstborn livestock of the
32
Aaron’s son Eleazar was the leader of
other Israelite people.”
all the male descendants of Levi. He supervised all the work that was done at the 42 So Moses did that. He counted the ﬁrstsacred tent.
born males of all the Israelite people, as
Yahweh
had commanded. 43 The total of
33
The clans that were descended from
those who were at least one month old
Merari were those descended from his
was 22,273.
sons Mahli and Mushi. 34 In those two
clans there were 6,200 males who were at 44 Then Yahweh said to Moses, 45 ”Set apart
least one month old. 35 They were told to the descendants of Levi to be substitutes
set up their tents on the north side of the for the ﬁrstborn males of the other Issacred tent. The leader of those two clans raelite people. The descendants of Levi
46
was Zuriel son of Abihail. 36 The work belong to me, Yahweh.
There are
of the men of those two clans was to take 273 more ﬁrstborn males of the other Iscare of the frames that held up the tent, raelite people than of the descendants of
the crossbars, the pillars, and the bases. Levi. 47-48 To pay for these 273 males, colThey also did all the work that was con- lect ﬁve pieces of silver for each of them.
nected with those items. 37 Their work Each of those pieces of silver must weigh
was also to take care of the posts that held the same as each of the silver pieces that
up the curtains that formed the walls of are stored in the sacred tent. Give this silthe courtyard, and all the bases, tent pegs, ver to Aaron and his sons.”
and ropes that fastened those curtains.
49
So Moses did that. He collected the sil38
Aaron and Moses and Aaron’s sons were ver from those 273 males. 50 The total was
told to set up their tents in the area in 1,365 pieces of silver. Each silver piece
front of the sacred tent, on the east side. weighed the same as each of the silver
Their work was to supervise the work that pieces stored in the sacred tent. 51 Moses
would be done in and around the sacred gave these silver pieces to Aaron and his
tent, for the beneﬁt of the Israelite peo- sons, as Yahweh had commanded.
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Chapter 4

cloth over the gold altar which is used
for burning incense. Over this they must
spread a covering made from sea cow
1
Then Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”Write skins. Then they must insert into the rings
down the names of the men who belong to of that altar the poles for carrying it.
the clans descended from Kohath. 3 Write
the names of the men who are between 30 12 They must take all the other items that
and 50 years old. These will be men who are inside the sacred tent and wrap them
in a blue cloth, cover that with a coverwill do work at the sacred tent.
ing made from sea cow skins, and place
4
The work of these descendants of Koall that on a frame for carrying it.
hath will be to take care of the sacred
items that are used when the people wor- 13 Then they must remove the ashes from
ship at the sacred tent. 5 When you Is- the altar on which they have burned sacriraelites move to another location, Aaron ﬁces. Then they must cover the altar with
and his sons must enter the tent to take a purple cloth. 14 Then they must spread
down the curtain that separates the very on top of the cloth all the items used at the
holy place from the holy place in the sa- altar—the pans for carrying the hot coals,
cred tent. They must cover the sacred the meat forks, the shovels, the bowls that
chest with that curtain. 6 Then they must hold the blood to sprinkle on the people,
cover that with a covering made from sea and all the other containers. Then they
cow skins. Over that they must spread a must spread over all those things a coverblue cloth. Then they must insert into the ing made from sea cow skins. Then they
rings on the chest the poles for carrying must insert into the rings at the sides of
it.
the altar the poles for carrying it.
7

Then they must put a blue cloth over
the table on which the priests will put the
bread to display before God. On top of the
cloth they must put the bowls for incense,
the pans, the other dishes, the jars for the
wine that will be offered as a sacriﬁce, and
the sacred bread. 8 Over all of this they
must spread a scarlet cloth. Finally, they
must put on top a covering made from sea
cow skins. Then they must insert into the
rings at the corners of the tables the poles
for carrying it.
9

Then with another blue cloth they must
cover the lampstand, the lamps, the lamp
snuffers, the trays, and the special jars of
olive oil to burn in the lamps. 10 They must
cover the lampstand and all the other
items with a covering made from sea cow
skins. They must place all these things on
a frame for carrying them.
11

15

When Aaron and his sons have ﬁnished
covering all these sacred things, the Israelite people will be ready to move to a
new location. The descendants of Kohath
must come and carry all the sacred things
to the next place where the Israelites will
set up their tents. But the descendants of
Kohath must not touch any of these sacred
items, because they will immediately die
if they touch them. They are the ones who
will carry these things, but they must not
touch them.
16

Aaron’s son Eleazar will have the work
of taking care of the olive oil for the lamps,
the sweet smelling incense, the ﬂour that
will be burned on the altar each day,
and the olive oil for anointing the priests.
Eleazar is the one who will supervise the
work that is done at the sacred tent and
the men who take care of everything that
Then they must spread another blue is in it.”
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Then Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses,
“When the descendants of Kohath approach the sacred items in the sacred tent
to take them to another location, Aaron
and his sons must always go in with them
and show each of them what work to do
and what things to carry. But the descendants of Kohath must not enter the sacred tent at any other time and look at the
things that are in it. If they do that, I will
get rid of all the descendants of Kohath.”
18-20

21

clans descended from Merari. 30 Write
the names of the men who are between
thirty and ﬁfty years old. They will be
men who will also work at the sacred tent.
31
Their work will be to carry the frames
that hold up the sacred tent, the crossbars,
the posts that hold up the curtains, and the
bases. 32 They must also carry the posts
for the curtains that form the walls of the
courtyard and the bases for the posts, the
tent pegs, and the ropes to fasten the curtains. Tell each man what things he must
carry. 33 Those are the tasks that the descendants of Merari must do at the sacred
tent. Aaron’s son Ithamar is the one who
will supervise them.”

Yahweh also said to Moses, 22 ”Write
down the names of all the men who belong to the clans descended from Gershon.
23
Write the names of the men who are between thirty and ﬁfty years old. They will
be men who will also do work at the sa- 34 So Aaron and Moses and the Israelite
cred tent.
leaders counted the descendants of Kohath, writing also the names of their clans
24
This is the work that they must do and
and family groups. 35 They counted all the
the things that they must carry when you
men who were between thirty and ﬁfty
move to a new location: 25 They must
years old who were able to work at the
carry the curtains of the sacred tent. They
sacred tent. 36 The total was 2,750 men.
must carry the sacred tent and all the 37
They were the descendants of Kohath
things that cover it, including the outer
who were able to work at the sacred tent.
covering made from sea cow skins, and
Aaron and Moses counted them just as
the curtain which is at the entrance of the
Yahweh had commanded Moses.
sacred tent. 26 They must also carry the
curtains that form the wall that surrounds 38 They also counted the descendants of
the courtyard that surrounds the sacred Gershon, writing also the names of their
tent and the altar, the curtain that is at the clans and family groups. 39 They counted
entrance to the courtyard, and the ropes all the men who were between thirty and
that fasten the curtains. They must also ﬁfty years old who were able to work at
do the packing and loading of these things. the sacred tent. 40 The total was 2,630 men.
27
Aaron and his sons will supervise the 41 They were the descendants of Gershon
work of all the descendants of Gershom. who were able to work at the sacred tent.
That work includes carrying those things Aaron and Moses counted them as Yahand doing other work that is necessary for weh had commanded.
moving them. They must tell each of the 42
They also counted the descendants of
descendants of Gershom what things they
Merari, writing also the names of their
must carry. 28 Those are the tasks that you
clans and family groups. 43 They counted
must give to the men who belong to the
all the men who were between thirty and
clans descended from Gershom. Aaron’s
ﬁfty years old who were able to work at
son Ithamar is the one who will supervise
the sacred tent. 44 The total was 3,200 men.
their work.
45
They were the descendants of Merari
29
Count also the men who belong to the who were able to work. Aaron and Moses
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counted them as Yahweh had commanded whom the wrong was done has died and
Moses.
there is no relative to whom the money
can be paid, then the money belongs to
46
So Aaron and Moses and the Israelite
me, and it must be paid to the priest. In
leaders counted all the descendants of
addition, the one who did the wrong must
Levi, writing also the names of their clans
give a male sheep to the priest to sacriﬁce
and family groups. 47 They counted all the
in order that that person’s sin may be formen who were between thirty and ﬁfty
given. 9 All the sacred offerings that the
years old. They were ones who were able
Israelites present to me by bringing them
to work at the sacred tent and who carto the priest will belong to the priest. 10
ried the tent and everything that was conThe priest can keep those gifts.’”
nected with it. 48 The total was 8,580 men.
49
They completed the counting of all the 11 Yahweh also said this to Moses: 12 ”Tell
descendants of Levi, as Yahweh had com- this to the Israelite people: ’Suppose a
manded Moses. And they told each man man thinks that his wife has not always
what work he was to do and what things slept faithfully only with him. 13 Suppose
he must carry when they moved to a new he thinks that she has slept with another
location.
man, but he does not know if this is true or

Chapter 5
1

Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”Tell this to
the Israelite people: ’You must send away
from your camp where you have your
tents any man or woman who has leprosy and anyone who has a discharge of
some ﬂuid from his body, and anyone
who has become unacceptable to God because of having touched a corpse. 3 Send
them away in order that they will not
touch people in the camp area where I
live among you and cause them to become
unacceptable to me.’” 4 So the Israelite
people obeyed what Yahweh commanded
Moses.
5

6

Yahweh also told Moses, ”Tell this to
the Israelite people: ’If someone commits
a crime against another person, I consider
that that person has done wrong to me. 7
That person must confess that he or she is
guilty, and he or she must pay to the person to whom wrong was done what others consider to be a suitable payment for
what he has done, and he must pay an ex8
If the person against
tra 20 percent.

not, because he did not see her do it. She
was not caught in the act and the fact that
she broke her vow to her husband could
not be proved because no one saw her doing that. 14 But if the woman’s husband
is jealous, and if he suspects that she has
committed adultery, and he would want
to know whether that is true or not, and
so there is a test whether she had been
impure. 15 To test whether she had committed adultery he should take his wife to
the priest. He must take along as an offering two liters of barley ﬂour. The priest
must not pour olive oil or incense on it, because this is an offering that the man has
brought because he is jealous. It is an offering to ﬁnd out if she is guilty or not.
16

The priest must tell the woman to stand
in front of the altar in my presence. 17 He
must put some sacred water in a clay jar,
and then he must put some dirt from the
ﬂoor of the sacred tent into the water. 18
He must untie the woman’s hair. Then he
must put in her hands the ﬂour offering
that her jealous husband is offering to determine whether she has committed adultery or not. The priest must hold the bowl
that contains bitter water that will cause
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the woman to be cursed if she is guilty. 19
The priest must require her to solemnly
declare that she will tell the truth. He
must say to her, ”Has another man slept
with you? Have you faithfully slept only
with your husband or not? If you have
not slept with another man, nothing bad
will happen to you if you drink the water. 20 But if you have slept with another
man, Yahweh will curse you. 21-22 Your
womb will shrivel up and your stomach
will swell up. You will never be able to
give birth to children, and as a result, everyone will curse you and avoid you. If
you have committed adultery, when you
drink this water, that is what will happen
to you.” Then the woman must answer, “If
I am guilty, I will not object if that happens.”

not done what the husband suspected, he
will not be punished for doing something
wrong by bringing his wife to the priest.
But if his wife is guilty, she will suffer as a
result.’”

Chapter 6

Yahweh also said this to Moses: 2 ”Tell
this to the Israelite people: If any of you
wants to make a solemn promise to dedicate himself to belong to me in a special way, after you obey these instructions,
you will be called a Nazir, which means ‘a
dedicated person.’ 3 You must not drink
any wine or other alcoholic drink. You
must not drink grape juice or eat grapes
or raisins. 4 You must not eat anything
23
Then the priest must write with ink on that comes from grapevines, not even the
a small scroll these curses and then wash skins or seeds of grapes, during the time
the ink off into the bitter water. 24-25 The that you are a Nazir.
priest must take from her the offering of 5 Even your hair will be dedicated to me
barley ﬂour that she is holding; he must during the time that you are a Nazir, so
lift it up to dedicate it to me. Then he must you must never allow anyone to cut your
put it on the altar 26 and burn part of it as a hair. Until the time that your solemn
sacriﬁce. Then the woman must drink the promise to dedicate yourself to me is
bitter water. 27 If the woman has com- ended, you must allow your hair to grow
mitted adultery instead of faithfully sleep- long. 6 And you must not go near a corpse
ing only with her husband, the water will during the time that you are a Nazir. 7
cause her to suffer greatly. Her stomach Even if the person who died is your fawill swell up and her womb will shrink, ther or your mother or your brother or
and she will be unable to give birth to chil- your sister, you must not cause yourself
dren. And then her relatives will curse to become unacceptable to me by coming
her. 28 But if she is innocent, her body will close to the corpse. Your long hair shows
not be harmed, and she will still be able to that you belong to me in a special way,
give birth to children.
so you must do what you have solemnly
29

That is the ritual that must be performed when a woman who is married
has sinned by committing adultery, 30 or
when a man is jealous and suspects that
his wife has slept with another man. The
priest must tell that woman to stand at
the altar in my presence and obey these
instructions. 31 Even if the woman has

1

promised and not cut your hair. 8 You are
required to keep doing this all the time
that you are dedicated to me in this special way.

9

If anyone dies very suddenly when he
is near you, then your hair that you have
dedicated to me is no longer sacred. So
you must wait seven days and then shave
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it all off. Then you must perform a special ritual to cause yourself to become ac10
ceptable to me again.
The next day
you must bring two doves or two pigeons
to the priest at the entrance of the sacred
tent. 11 The priest must kill the birds and
offer them as sacriﬁces. One of them will
be an offering to take away the guilt of
your sin, and the other will be an offering
that is burned completely to please me. After the priests burns them on the altar, I
will forgive you for having come close to
a corpse, and when your hair grows again
it will be dedicated to me again. 12 The
amount of time that you were set apart
for me the previous time does not count,
because you had become unacceptable to
me by coming close to a corpse during the
time that you were a Nazir. So you must
again make a solemn promise to dedicate
yourself to me for the entire amount of
time that you indicated the previous time.
And you must also sacriﬁce a one year old
lamb to take away your guilt.

and will forgive you. 17 Then he will kill
the full-grown ram as an offering to restore fellowship with me, and he will also
burn on the altar some of the bread and
the ﬂour and wine.
18

After that, you must stand at the entrance of the sacred tent and shave off
your hair. Then you must put that hair in
the ﬁre that is under the animal that has
been sacriﬁced on the altar to restore fellowship with me.
19

The meat from the ram’s shoulder must
be boiled. After it is cooked, the priest
will take it along with one of the loaves
of bread and one wafer which has been
brushed with olive oil, and he will put
them in your hands. 20 Then the priest will
take them back and lift them up high to
dedicate them to me. They now belong to
the priest, and he is permitted to eat some
of the meat from the ram’s shoulder and
from its ribs and from one of its thighs, because that meat is his share of the sacriﬁce.
After that, you will no longer be a Nazir,
13
When the time that you promised to and you will again be permitted to drink
dedicate yourself to me is ended, go to the wine.
entrance of the sacred tent 14 and offer as 21
Those are the regulations about the ofsacriﬁces to me three animals that have
no defects. Offer a one year old ram that ferings that Nazir solemnly promise to
will be burned completely, a one year old bring to me to end their time of being dedfemale lamb as a sacriﬁce to take away the icated to me. They must bring these offerguilt of your sin, and one full-grown ram ings, but if they want to, they may bring
as a sacriﬁce to restore fellowship with additional offerings. And they must do
everything that they solemnly promised
me.
to do when they dedicated themselves to
15
When you bring those animals, you me.”
must also bring some wine to offer as a 22
Yahweh also said to Moses, 23 ”Tell
sacriﬁce. And you must also bring a basAaron and his sons that when they ask me
ket of bread that you have made with very
to bless the people, they must say,
good ﬂour and olive oil. But you must not
24
’Yahweh bless you
put any yeast in the bread. Also brush
some olive oil on some thin wafers and
and protect you.
bring them to the priest.
25
May he smile on you
16
The priest will put the young lamb and
and act kindly toward you.
the young ram on the altar and completely
26
May he be good to you
burn them, in order that I will be pleased
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and cause things to go well for you.’” bring his gifts for the dedication of the altar.”
27
Then Yahweh said, “If Aaron and his
12-13
sons ask me to bless the Israelite people,
On the ﬁrst day, Nahshon son
truly I will bless them.”
of Amminadab, from the tribe of Judah
brought his gifts:
14

and a small gold dish that weighed 113
grams and was ﬁlled with incense.

Chapter 7
1

When Moses had ﬁnished setting up the
sacred tent, he poured oil on it, and set it
apart for the honor of Yahweh. He also
dedicated the things that are inside the sacred tent, and the altar for burning sacriﬁces, and all the things that would be
used at the altar. 2 Then the leaders of the
twelve Israelite tribes, the same men who
had helped Aaron and Moses to count the
men who could ﬁght in battles, 3 came to
the sacred tent, bringing gifts to Yahweh.
They brought six sturdy carts and twelve
oxen, one ox from each of the leaders and
a cart from each of the two leaders.

15-17

They also brought the gifts of a young
bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male
lamb, to be sacriﬁced completely by being
burned on the altar,
a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s
guilt for their sins,
18-19

On the second day, Nethanel son
of Zuar, the leader of Issachar, brought his
gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and onehalf kilograms and a silver bowl that
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram. Both of
these were full of good ﬂour and mixed
with
olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They
4
Then Yahweh said to Moses, 5 “Accept were both weighed using the standard
these gifts, in order that the descendants scales,
of Levi can use them for carrying the sacred items that are here at the sacred a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams,
ﬁlled with incense.
tent.”
6

So Moses took the carts and oxen and
gave them to the descendants of Levi. 7
He gave two carts and four oxen to the
descendants of Gershon for their work, 8
and he gave four carts and eight oxen to
the descendants of Merari for their work.
Aaron’s son Ithamar was the supervisor
of all their work. 9 But he did not give
any carts or oxen to the descendants of
Kohath, because they took care of the sacred items that were to be carried on their
shoulders, not on carts.
10

On the day that the altar was dedicated,
the twelve leaders brought other gifts to
be dedicated and put them in front of the
altar. 11 Yahweh said to Moses, “On each
of the next twelve days one leader should

20-23

Nethanel also brought the gifts of a
young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old
male lamb, to be sacriﬁced completely by
being burned on the altar,
a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s
guilt for their sins,
24-26

On the third day, Eliab son
of Helon, leader of the tribe of Zebulun
brought his gifts:
a silver dish that weighed one and onehalf kilograms and a silver bowl that
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of
which were full of good ﬂour and mixed
with olive oil to be ﬂour offering. They
both were weighed using the standard
scales,
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a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s
ﬁlled with incense.
guilt for their sins,
27-29

42-44
Eliab also brought a young bull, a ram,
On the sixth day, Eliasaph son of
and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacri- Deuel, leader of the tribe of Gad brought
ﬁced completely by being burned on the his gifts:
altar,
a silver dish that weighed one and onea goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s half kilograms and a silver bowl that
guilt for their sins,
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of
30-32
On the fourth day, Elizur son which were full of good ﬂour and mixed
of Shedeur, leader of the tribe of Reuben with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They
both were weighed using the standard
brought his gifts:
scales,
a silver dish that weighed one and onehalf kilograms and a silver bowl that a small gold dish that weighed about 110
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of grams, ﬁlled with incense.
which were full of good ﬂour and mixed 45-47 Eliasaph also brought a young bull, a
with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be
both were weighed using the standard sacriﬁced completely by being burned on
scales,
the altar,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams,
a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s
ﬁlled with incense.
guilt for their sins,
33-35
Elizur also brought a young bull, a
48-50
On the seventh day, Elishama
ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be
son of Ammihud, leader of the tribe of
sacriﬁced completely by being burned on
Ephraim brought his gifts:
the altar,
a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s a silver dish that weighed one and onehalf kilograms and a silver bowl that
guilt for their sins,
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of
36-38
On the ﬁfth day, Shelumiel son of which were full of good ﬂour and mixed
Zurishaddai, leader of the tribe of Simeon with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They
brought his gifts:
both were weighed using the standard
a silver dish that weighed one and one- scales,
half kilograms and a silver bowl that a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams,
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of ﬁlled with incense.
which were full of good ﬂour and mixed
51-53
Elishama also brought a young bull, a
with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings; they
both were weighed using the standard ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be
sacriﬁced completely by being burned on
scales,
the altar,
a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams,
a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s
ﬁlled with incense.
guilt for their sins,
39-41
Shelumiel also brought a young bull,
54-56
a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to
On the eighth day, Gamaliel son of
be sacriﬁced completely by being burned Pedahzur, leader of the tribe of Manasseh
on the altar,
brought his gifts:
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a silver dish that weighed one and onehalf kilograms and a silver bowl that
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of
which were full of good ﬂour and mixed
with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They
both were weighed using the standard
scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams,
ﬁlled with incense.
69-71

Ahiezer also brought a young bull, a
ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be
sacriﬁced completely by being burned on
the altar,

a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s
a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams,
guilt for their sins,
ﬁlled with incense.
72-74
On the eleventh day, Pagiel
57-59
Gamaliel also brought a young bull, a
son of Okran, leader of the tribe of Asher
ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be
brought his gifts:
sacriﬁced completely by being burned on
a silver dish that weighed one and onethe altar,
a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s half kilograms and a silver bowl that
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of
guilt for their sins,
which were full of good ﬂour and mixed
60-62
On the ninth day, Abidan son with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They
of Gideoni, leader of the tribe of Benjamin both were weighed using the standard
brought his gifts:
scales,
a silver dish that weighed one and one- a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams,
half kilograms and a silver bowl that ﬁlled with incense.
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of 75-77
Pagiel also brought a young bull, a
which were full of good ﬂour and mixed
with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be
both were weighed using the standard sacriﬁced completely by being burned on
the altar,
scales,
a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s
guilt for their sins,
ﬁlled with incense.
78-80
63-65
On the twelveth day, Ahira
Adiban also brought a young bull, a
ram, and a one year-old male lamb, to be son of Enan, leader of the tribe of Naphsacriﬁced completely by being burned on tali brought his gifts:
the altar,
a silver dish that weighed one and one-

a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s half kilograms and a silver bowl that
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of
guilt for their sins,
which were full of good ﬂour and mixed
66-68
On the tenth day, Ahiezer son of
with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They
Ammishaddai, leader of the tribe of Dan
both were weighed using the standard
brought his gifts:
scales,
a silver dish that weighed one and onea small gold dish that weighed 110 grams,
half kilograms and a silver bowl that
ﬁlled with incense.
weighed four-ﬁfths of a kilogram, both of
which were full of good ﬂour and mixed 81-83 Ahira also brought a young bull, a
with olive oil to be ﬂour offerings. They ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be
both were weighed using the standard sacriﬁced completely by being burned on
the altar,
scales,
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a goat to be sacriﬁced to remove people’s able to me by setting them apart from the
guilt for their sins,
other Israelite people. 7 Do that by sprin84-86
When the altar was dedicated to Yah- kling them with water which will symbolweh, those twelve leaders brought these ize their being freed from the guilt of their
sins. Then they must shave off all the hair
gifts:
of their bodies and wash their clothes. 8
twelve silver plates and twelve silver Then they must bring one bull and some
bowls, weighing a total of twenty-six and ﬂour mixed with olive oil. Those things
one-half kilograms, each of them weighed will be burned as sacriﬁces. They must
on the scales kept in the sacred tent,
also bring another bull that will be sacriand twelve gold dishes ﬁlled with incense, ﬁced to take away the guilt of their sins.
9
Then you must summon all the Israelite
weighing a total of one and two-ﬁfths
kilograms, each weighed on those same people to come together in front of the
sacred tent, to gather around the descenscales.
dants of Levi. 10 Then the Israelite people
87-88
The twelve leaders also brought must lay their hands on the descendants
twelve bulls, twelve rams, and twelve one- of Levi. 11 Aaron must then present them
year-old male lambs to be sacriﬁced com- to me to be a gift from the Israelite people,
pletely by being burned along with the as if he had lifted them up to me, in order
ﬂour offerings,
that they can work for me at the sacred
twelve goats to be sacriﬁced to take away tent.
the guilt of the people’s sins,
12
After that, the descendants of Levi must
89
Whenever Moses entered the sacred
place their hands on the heads of the two
tent to talk with Yahweh, he heard Yahbulls. Then the bulls will be killed and
weh’s voice speaking between the two imburned on the altar. One will be an ofages of creatures with wings that were
fering to take away the guilt of their sins,
above the lid of the sacred chest.
and the other will be completely burned
to please me. 13 The descendants of Levi
must stand at the altar in front of Aaron
and his sons, and you must then dedicate
them to me, as if you had lifted them up to
1
2
Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell Aaron to me. 14 This ritual will show that the deput the seven lamps on the lampstand and scendants of Levi are set apart from the
place them in such a way that they shine other Israelites and that they belong to
me.
toward the front of the lampstand.”

Chapter 8

3

So Moses told him what Yahweh said,
and he did that. 4 The lampstand had been
made from gold that had been hammered
from one large lump of gold, from its base
to the decorations at the top that resembled ﬂowers. The lampstand was made
exactly as Yahweh had told Moses that it
should be made.

15

After the descendants of Levi have been
made acceptable to me, and presented to
me like a special offering as if they had
been lifted up to me, they may start to
work at the sacred tent. 16 They will belong to me. They will work for me as substitutes for the ﬁrstborn males of all the
Israelites, who also belong to me. 17 All
5
Yahweh also said to Moses, 6 ”You must the ﬁrstborn males in Israel, both the peocause the descendants of Levi to be accept- ple and the animals, are mine. When I
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caused all the ﬁrstborn sons of the people
of Egypt to die, I set them apart for myself.
But I spared the ﬁrstborn of all males of
the Israelites, of people and animals, because they are mine. 18 But now I have
chosen the descendants of Levi to take the
places of the ﬁrsborn male sons of the
other Israelites. 19 I have appointed the
descendants of Levi to help Aaron and his
sons at the sacred tent, as Aaron and his
sons offer the sacriﬁces to take away the
guilt of the Israelite people’s sins, and to
prevent the Israelites from coming close
to the tent with the result that a plague
would cause many of them to become sick
and die.”

Chapter 9
1

One year after the Israelites left Egypt,
on the ﬁrst month of the second year,
while they were in the wilderness of
Sinai, Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”Tell the Israelite people that they must celebrate the
Passover festival again. 3 They must do it
on the fourteenth day of this month, early
in the evening, and they must obey all the
instructions about it that I gave you previously.”
4

So Moses told the people what Yahweh
had said about celebrating the Passover.
5
The people celebrated it there in the
wilderness of Sinai, in the evening of the
fourteenth day of the month, just as Yah20
Aaron and Moses and the other Is- weh had commanded Moses.
raelites helped the descendants of Levi 6 But some of the Israelite people had
to do everything that Yahweh had com- touched a corpse, and as a result they had
manded. 21 The descendants of Levi sprin- become unﬁt to celebrate the Passover. So
kled themselves with water to symbolize they asked Aaron and Moses, 7 “It is true
that they had been freed from the guilt of that we have touched a corpse. But why
their sins, and they washed their clothes. should that prevent us from celebrating
Then Aaron brought them to the altar to the Passover festival and offering sacripresent them to Yahweh, just as if he had ﬁces to Yahweh like everyone else?”
lifted them up to him, and he offered sac8
Moses replied, “Wait here until I go into
riﬁces to take away the guilt of their sins
the
sacred tent and ﬁnd out what Yahweh
and cause them to become acceptable to
22
After that, the descendants of says about it.”
Yahweh.
Levi started to work at the sacred tent to 9 So Moses went into the tent and asked
assist Aaron and his sons. They did that Yahweh what he should tell the people,
just as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
and this is what Yahweh said: 10 ”Tell
23

Yahweh also said this to Moses: 24 ”The
descendants of Levi who are between
twenty-ﬁve years and ﬁfty years old will
work at the sacred tent. 25 But after they
become ﬁfty years old, they must retire. 26
They may help their fellow descendants
of Levi do their work at the sacred tent,
but they must not do the work themselves.
That is what you must tell them about the
work they will do.”

this to the Israelite people: ’If any of you
or your descendants touch a corpse and
as a result become unacceptable to me,
or if you are away from home on a long
trip at the time to celebrate the Passover,
you will still be permitted to celebrate
it. 11 But you must celebrate it exactly
one month later, early in the evening of
the fourteenth day of that month. Eat
the meat of the lamb for the Passover
festival with bread that is baked without
yeast, and eat bitter herbs. 12 Do not leave
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any of it until the next morning. And do
not break any of the lamb’s bones. Obey
all the regulations about celebrating the
Passover. 13 But if any of you has not done
anything that would make you unﬁt to celebrate the Passover festival, and you are
not away from home on a long trip, and
you do not sacriﬁce to me at the proper
time, you will no longer belong to my people. You will be punished.

the cloud stayed over the sacred tent for
two days, or for a month, or for a year, during that time the people stayed where they
were. But when the cloud rose up into the
sky, they started to move. 23 When Yahweh commanded them to stop and set up
their tents, they did that. When he told
them to move, they moved. They did whatever Yahweh told Moses they should do.

14

Chapter 10

Settled foreigners who live among you
must also celebrate the Passover festival
and obey all my commands concerning
it.’”
15-16

On the day that the sacred tent was
set up, a cloud covered it. But from the
time that the sun set until the time that
the sun rose the next day, the cloud resembled a huge ﬁre. And that is what happened every day that the Israelites were
in the wilderness. 17 When the cloud
rose up and started to move to a new location, the Israelites followed it. When
the cloud stopped, the Israelites stopped
18
The Isthere and set up their tents.
raelites moved when Yahweh told them
to move and stopped when Yahweh told
them to stop by causing the cloud to move
or stop. When the cloud stayed over
the sacred tent, the Israelites stayed at
that place. 19 Sometimes the cloud stayed
over the sacred tent for a long time, so
when that happened, the Israelites did not
move. 20 Sometimes the cloud remained
over the sacred tent for only a few days.
The people stopped and set up their tents
as Yahweh commanded them, and they
moved to a new location when Yahweh
commanded them to do that. 21 Sometimes the cloud stayed in one place for
only one day. When that happened, when
the cloud rose up into the sky the next
morning, then the people moved. Whenever the cloud moved, during the day or
during the night, the people moved. 22 If

1

Yahweh also told Moses, 2 ”Tell someone
to make two trumpets by hammering each
one from one lump of silver. Blow the
trumpets to summon the people to come
together and also to signal that they must
move their tents to a new location. 3 If
both trumpets are blown, it means that
everyone must gather together at the entrance of the sacred tent. 4 If only one
trumpet is blown, it means that only the
twelve leaders of the tribes must gather together. 5 If the trumpets are blown loudly,
the tribes that are to the east of the sacred tent should start to move. 6 When
the trumpets are blown loudly the second time, the tribes that are to the south
should start to move. The loud blasts on
the trumpet will signal that they should
start to move. 7 When you want only to
gather the people together, blow the trumpets, but do not blow them as loudly.
8

The priests who are descended from
Aaron are the ones who should blow the
trumpets. That is a regulation that will
9
never be changed.
When you ﬁght
against enemies who attack you in your
own land, tell the priests to blow the trumpets loudly. I, Yahweh, your God, will hear
that, and I will rescue you from your en10
Also tell the priests to blow
emies.
the trumpets when the people are happy,
and at the festivals each year, and at the
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times when they celebrate the new moon
each month. Tell them to blow the trumpets when the people bring offerings that
will be completely burned, and when they
bring offerings to restore fellowship with
me. If they do that, it will help you to think
about me. You must do that, because I am
Yahweh your God.”
11

next. Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, was their
leader. 24 The group from the tribe of Benjamin was next. Abidan son of Gideoni,
was their leader.
25

The ones who went last were the groups
from the tribe of Dan, carrying their ﬂag.
Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai, was their
leader. 26 The group from the tribe of
Asher went next. Pagiel son of Ocran, was
their leader. 27 The group from the tribe
of Naphtali went last. Ahira son of Enan,
was their leader. 28 That was the order in
which the groups of Israelite tribes traveled.

In the second year after the Israelites
left Egypt, on the twentieth day of the
second month, the cloud rose up from
above the sacred tent. 12 So the Israelites
moved from the wilderness of Sinai, and
they continued traveling north until the
cloud stopped in the wilderness of Paran. 29
One day Moses said to his brother-in13
That was the ﬁrst time they moved,
obeying the instructions that Yahweh had law Hobab son of Reuel from the Midian
people group, “We are on the way to the
given to Moses to tell them.
place that Yahweh promised to give to us.
14
The group that went ﬁrst, carrying their Come with us, and we will take good care
ﬂag, was the group from the tribe of Ju- of you, because Yahweh has promised to
dah. Nahshon son of Amminadab, was do good things for us Israelite people.”
their leader. 15 The group from the tribe
30
But Hobab replied, “No, I will not go
of Issachar followed them. Nethanel son
of Zuar, was their leader. 16 The group with you. I want to return to my own land
from the tribe of Zebulun went next. Eliab and to my own family.”

son of Helon, was their leader. 17 Then 31 But Moses said, ”Please do not leave us.
they dismantled the sacred tent, and the You know the places where we can set up
descendants of Gershon and Merari car- our tents in this desert, and you can guide
ried it, and they went next.
us. 32 Come with us. We will share with
18
The group from the tribe of Reuben you all the good things that Yahweh gives
went next, carrying their ﬂag. Elizur son to us.”
of Shedeur was their leader. 19 The group 33 So Hobab agreed to go with them. The
from the tribe of Simeon was next. Shelu- Israelites left Mount Sinai, which they
miel son of Zurishaddai was their leader. called the Mountain of Yahweh, and they
20
The group from the tribe of Gad was walked for three days. The men carrying
next. Eliasaph son of Deuel was their the sacred chest went in front of the other
leader. 21 The group descended from Ko- people for those three days, and they kept
hath was next. They carried the sacred looking for a place to set up their tents. 34
items from the sacred tent. The sacred The cloud sent by Yahweh was over them
tent was set up at the new location before every day.
they arrived there.
35
Each morning when the men who were
22
The group from the tribe of Ephraim
carrying the sacred chest started to walk,
was next, carrying their ﬂag. Elishama
Moses said,
son of Ammihud, was their leader. 23 The
group from the tribe of Manasseh went
”Yahweh, arise!
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Scatter your enemies!
Cause those who hate you to run away
from you!”
36

And each time the men stopped to set
down the sacred chest, Moses said,
“Yahweh, stay close to the multiplied
thousands of us Israelites!”

Chapter 11
1

One day the people complained to Yahweh about their troubles. When Yahweh
heard what they were saying, he became
angry. So he sent a ﬁre which burned
among the people at the edge of their
camp. 2 Then the people cried out to
Moses, and he prayed to Yahweh. Then
the ﬁre stopped burning. 3 So they called
that place Taberah, which means ‘Burning,’ because the ﬁre from Yahweh had
burned among them.
4

Then some troublemakers from other
people groups who were traveling with
the Israelites began to want better food.
And when they started complaining the
Israelite people also started to complain.
They said, ”We wish we had some meat
to eat! 5 We remember the ﬁsh that we
ate while we were in Egypt, ﬁsh that was
given to us without cost. And we had all
the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and
garlic we could eat. 6 But now we have lost
our appetite, because all we have to eat is
this manna!”

manna came down on the ground where
their tents were, like dew from the sky.
10

Moses heard all the Israelite people complaining as they were standing in the entrances of their tents. Yahweh became
very angry, and Moses was also very per11
turbed.
He went into the sacred
tent and asked Yahweh, ”Why have you
brought this trouble on me, your servant?
Act mercifully to me! What wrong have
I done, with the result that you have appointed me to take care of all of these
people? 12 I am not their father. Why
have you told me to take care of them
like a woman carries around her baby and
nurses it? How can I take them to the land
that you promised to give to our ancestors? 13 Where can I get meat to feed to all
these people? They keep complaining to
me, saying, ‘Give us some meat to eat!’ 14 I
cannot carry all these people’s burdens by
myself! They are like a heavy load to me,
and I cannot carry this very heavy load
anymore. 15 If you intend to act like this
toward me, kill me now. If you are really
concerned about me, be kind to me and
kill me to end my misery of trying to take
care of them!”
16

Then Yahweh said to Moses, ”Summon
seventy men whom you know are leaders among the Israelite people. Tell them
to stand with you in front of the sacred
tent. 17 I will come down and talk with you
there. Then I will take some of the power
of my Spirit that you have, and I will put
that power on them also. They will help
you to take care of some of the things that
7
The manna resembled small white seeds.
the people are concerned about, in order
8
Each morning the people would go out
that you will not need to do it alone.
and gather some from the surface of the
ground. Then they made ﬂour by grind- 18 Furthermore, say to the people, ’Make
ing it or pounding it with stones. Then yourselves acceptable to me, and tomorthey added water and boiled it in a pot, row you will have meat to eat. You
or they made ﬂat cakes with it and baked were complaining, and Yahweh heard you
them. The cakes tasted like bread that was when you were saying, “We want some
9
Each night the meat to eat. We had better food in Egypt!”
baked with olive oil.
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Now Yahweh will give you some meat,
and you will eat it. 19 You will eat meat not
only for one or two days, or only for ﬁve or
ten or twenty days. 20 You will eat meat every day for one month, and then you will
loathe it, and it will cause you to want to
vomit. This will happen because you have
rejected Yahweh who is here among you,
and you have wailed in his presence, saying “We would have had better food to eat
if we had not left Egypt.”’”
21

But Moses replied to Yahweh, ”There
are six hundred thousand men plus
women and children here with me, so why
do you say ‘I will give them plenty of meat
every day for a month!’? 22 Even if we
killed all the sheep and cattle, that would
not be enough to provide meat for all of
them! Even if we caught all the ﬁsh in the
sea and gave it to them, that would not be
enough!” 23 But Yahweh said to Moses, “Do
you think that I have no power? You will
now see if I can do what I say I will do.”
24

So Moses went out from the sacred tent
and told the people what Yahweh had said.
Then he gathered together the seventy
leaders and told them to stand around the
sacred tent.
25

28

Joshua, who had helped Moses since he
was a young man, said, “Sir, tell them to
stop doing that!”
29

But Moses replied, “Are you worried
that they might injure my reputation? I
wish that all Yahweh’s people could prophesy. I wish that Yahweh would give the
power of his Spirit to all of them!” 30 Then
Moses and all the leaders went back to
their tents.
31

Then Yahweh sent a strong wind from
the sea. It blew quail into the area all
around the camp, and caused the quail
to fall onto the ground. They were piled
up on the ground a meter high! 32 So
the people went out and gathered up the
quail all that day, and all that night, and
all of the following day. It seemed as
though each person gathered two cubic
meters! They spread the quail out on
the ground all around the camp, so that
the quail would lose their moisture. 33
Then they cooked them and started to eat
them. But while they were still eating the
meat, Yahweh showed that he was very
angry with them. He sent a severe plague
on them, and many people died. 34 The
people who died and were buried were
the ones who had said they wanted to
eat meat like they had formerly eaten in
Egypt. So they called that place Kibroth
Hattaavah, which means ‘graves of those
who craved.’

Then Yahweh came down in the cloud
that was above the tent and spoke to
Moses. He took some of the power of the
Spirit that he had given to Moses and gave
it to the seventy leaders. By means of 35 From there, the Israelites continued
the power of the Spirit within them, they walking east until they arrived at Hazeprophesied, but they did that only once.
roth, where they stopped and stayed for
a long time.
26
Two of the leaders whom Moses appointed, Eldad and Medad, were not there
when the rest of them gathered together.
They had not left their tents to go and
stand around the sacred tent. But Yahweh’s Spirit came on them also, and they 1-2 Moses’ older sister Miriam and his
started to prophesy. 27 So a young man older brother Aaron were jealous of
ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are Moses and said, “Is Moses the only one
prophesying where all their tents are!”
to whom Yahweh has spoken messages to

Chapter 12
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tell to us? Does Yahweh not speak messages through us two also?” They also criticized Moses because he had married a
woman who was a descendant of the Cush
people group. And Yahweh heard Miriam
and Aaron complaining about Moses.

to be like a baby that is already dead when
it is born, whose ﬂesh is already half decayed!”
13

So Moses cried out to Yahweh, saying,
“God, I plead with you to heal her!”
14

But Yahweh replied, “If her father had
The truth was that Moses was a very rebuked her for doing something wrong
humble person. He was more humble by spitting in her face, she would have
than anyone else on the earth.
been ashamed for seven days. She should
4
So immediately Yahweh spoke to Moses be ashamed because of what she has done.
and to Aaron and Miriam. He said, “All So send her outside the camp for seven
three of you must go and stand at the sa- days. Then she will not have leprosy anycred tent.” So they did that. 5 Then Yah- more, and she may return to the camp.”
weh descended to the entrance of the tent 15 So they sent her outside the camp for
in a cloud that resembled a huge white pil- seven days. The people did not move to
lar. He told Aaron and Miriam to step for- another location until she returned.
ward, so they did. 6 Then he said to them, 16 But after she returned, they left Haze3

roth and moved north in the Paran Desert
and set up their tents there.

”Listen to me!

When a prophet is among you,
I usually reveal myself to him by allowing him to see visions,
and I speak to him in dreams.

Chapter 13

1
2
But that is not the way I speak to my Yahweh said to Moses, “Send some men
to Canaan to explore it. That is the land
servant Moses.
that I will give to you Israelites. Send men
I trust that he will lead my people who are leaders in their tribes.”
well.
3
So Moses did what Yahweh commanded
8
So I talk to him face to face.
him. He sent out twelve Israelite men
who
were all leaders of their tribes. He
I speak to him clearly, not using parasent them from their camp at Paran in the
bles.
desert. 4 These are the names of the men
He has even seen what I look like.
and the tribes they belonged to:
So you should be afraid to criticize
Shammua son of Zaccur, from the tribe
my servant Moses!”
of Reuben;
7

9

Yahweh was very angry with Miriam
5
Shaphat son of Hori, from the tribe of
and Aaron, and he left.
Simeon;
10
6
When the cloud rose up from the saCaleb son of Jephunneh, from the tribe
cred tent, Aaron looked at Miriam, and he of Judah;
saw that her skin was as white as snow,
7
Igal son of Joseph, from the tribe of
because she now had leprosy. 11 Aaron
Issachar;
said to Moses, ”My master, please do not
8
Hoshea the son of Nun, from the tribe
punish us for this sin that we have fool12
Do not allow Miriam of Ephraim;
ishly committed.
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9

Palti son of Raphu, from the tribe of a city that was built seven years before the
Benjamin;
city of Zoan was built in Egypt. 23 In one
10
Gaddiel son of Sodi, from the tribe of valley, they cut from a grapevine one cluster of grapes. Because it was very large,
Zebulun;
they needed two men to carry it on a pole.
11
Gaddi son of Susi, from the tribe of They also picked some pomegranates and
Joseph’s descendent Manasseh;
some ﬁgs to carry back to their camp.
24
12
They called that place Eshcol which
Ammiel the son of Gemalli, from the
means ‘cluster’ because they had cut that
tribe of Dan;
huge cluster of grapes there. 25 After they
13
Sethur son of Michael, from the tribe explored the land for forty days, they reof Asher;
turned to their camp.
14
Nahbi son of Vophsi, from the tribe 26
They came to Aaron and Moses and the
of Naphtali;
rest of the Israelite people in the wilder15
and Geuel son of Maki, from the tribe ness at Paran. They reported to everyone
of Gad.
what they had seen. They also showed
the fruit that they had brought back.
16
Those are the names of the men whom them
27
But
this is what they reported to Moses:
Moses sent out to explore Canaan. Before
they left, Moses gave Hoshea a new name, ”We arrived in the land that you sent us
Joshua, which means ‘Yahweh is the one to explore. It is truly a beautiful land. It
is a very fertile land. Here is some of the
who saves.’
fruit. 28 But the people who live there are
17
Before Moses sent them to explore very strong. Their cities are large and are
Canaan, he said to them, ”Go through the surrounded by walls. We even saw some
southern Judean wilderness, and then go of the huge descendants of Anak there.
north into the hill country. 18 See what 29 The descendants of Amalek live in the
the land is like. See if the people who live southern part of the land, and the descenthere are strong or weak. See if there are dants of Heth, Jebus, and Amor live in
many people or only a few people. 19 Find the hill country to the north. The descenout what kind of land they live in. Is it dants of Canaan live along the coast of the
good or bad? Find out about the towns Mediterranean Sea and along the Jordan
in which they live. Do they have walls River.”
around them or not? 20 Find out about the
30
Caleb told the people who were standsoil. Is it fertile or not? Find out if there
are trees there. Try to bring back some of ing near Moses to be quiet. Then he said,
the fruit that grows in that land.” He said “We should go there and take the land, bethat because it was the beginning of the cause we are certainly able to conquer it!”
time to harvest grapes.
31
But the men who had gone with him
21

So those men went to Canaan. They
went through the entire land, from the
wilderness of Zin in the south all the way
to the city of Rehob near Lebo Hamath
in the north. 22 In the southern Judean
wilderness, they went to Hebron, where
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, huge men
descended from Anak, lived. Hebron was

said, “No, we cannot attack and defeat
those people. They are much stronger
32
than we are!”
So those men gave
to the Israelite people a bad report about
the land that they had explored. They
said, ”The land that we explored destroys
the life those who try to attack it. And
all the people living there are very tall.
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33

We also saw giants there. They are
the descendants of Anak (who come from
the Nephilim, those giant people). When
we saw these giants we felt as small as
grasshoppers and they thought that we
looked like grasshoppers too.”

Chapter 14

13

1

That night, all the Israelite people cried
loudly. 2 The next day they all complained
against Aaron and Moses. All the men
said, ”We wish that we had died in Egypt,
or in this wilderness! 3 Why is Yahweh
bringing us to this land, where we men
will be killed with swords? And they will
take away our wives and children to be
their slaves. Instead of going to Canaan, it
would be better for us to return to Egypt!”
4
Then some of them said to each other,
“We should choose a leader who will take
us back to Egypt!”
5

Then Aaron and Moses bowed down to
pray in front of all the Israelite people who
had gathered there. 6 Joshua and Caleb,
two of the men who had explored the land,
tore their clothes because they were very
dismayed. 7 They said to the Israelite people, ”The land that we explored is very
good. 8 If Yahweh is pleased with us, he
will lead us into that very fertile land, and
9
he will give it to us.
So do not rebel
against Yahweh! And do not be afraid of
the people in that land! We will gobble
them up! They do not have anyone who
will protect them, but Yahweh will be with
us and help us. So do not be afraid of
them!”
10

am tired of them not believing in what I
can do, in spite of all the miracles I have
performed among them. 12 So I will send
a plague among them and get rid of them.
But I will cause your descendants to become a great nation. They will be a nation
that is much greater and stronger than
these people are.”

Then all the Israelite people talked
about killing Caleb and Joshua by throwing stones at them. But suddenly Yahweh’s glory appeared to them at the sacred tent. 11 Then Yahweh said to Moses,
”How long will these people reject me? I

But Moses replied to Yahweh, ”Please do
not do that, because the people of Egypt
will hear about it! You brought these Israelite people from Egypt by your great
power, 14 and the people of Egypt will tell
that to the descendants of Canaan who
live in this land. Yahweh, they have already heard about you. They know that
you have been with these people and that
they have seen you face to face. They have
heard that your cloud is like a huge pillar that stays over them, and by that cloud
you lead them during the day, and that the
cloud becomes like a ﬁre at night to give
them light. 15 If you kill these people all
at one time, the people groups who have
heard about your power will say, 16 ‘Yahweh was not able to bring them into the
land that he promised to give to them, so
he killed them in the wilderness.’
17

So Yahweh, now show that you are very
powerful. You said, 18 ‘I do not quickly become angry. Instead, I love people greatly,
and I forgive people for having sinned
and having disobeyed my laws. But I
will always punish people who are guilty
of doing what is wrong. When parents
sin, I will punish them, but I will also
punish their children and their grandchildren and their great-grandchildren and
their great-great-grandchildren.’ 19 So, because you love your people with a great
covenant loyalty, forgive these people for
the sins that they have committed, just
like you have continued to forgive them
ever since they left Egypt.”
20
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them, as you requested me to. 21 But,
just as certainly as I live and that people all over the world can see my glory,
I solemnly declare that 22 all these people saw my glory and all the miracles that
I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, but they disobeyed me, and many
times they tested whether they could continue to do evil things without my punish23
ing them.
Because of that, not one
of them will see the land that I promised
their ancestors that I would give to them.
No one who rejected me will see that land.
24
But Caleb, who serves me well, is different from the others. He obeys me completely. So I will bring him into that land
that he has already seen, and his descendants will inherit some of it. 25 So, since
the descendants of Amalek and Canaan
who are living in the valleys in Canaan are
very strong, when you leave here tomorrow, instead of traveling toward Canaan,
go back along the road through the wilderness toward the Sea of Reeds.”
26

Then Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses,
”How long will the wicked people of
this nation keep complaining about me?
I have heard everything that they have
28
So now tell
grumbled against me.
them this: ’Just as certainly as I, Yahweh, live, I will do exactly what you said
would happen. 29 I will cause all of you to
die here in this wilderness! Because you
grumbled against me, none of you who
are more than twenty years old and who
were counted when Moses counted everyone 30 will enter the land that I solemnly
promised to give to you. Only Caleb and
Joshua will enter that land. 31 You said
that your children would be taken from
you to become slaves, but I will take them
into the land, and they will enjoy living in
the land that you rejected. 32 But as for
you adults, you will die here in this wilderness. 33 Your children will wander around
in this wilderness as shepherds for forty
27

years. Because you adults were not loyal
to me, your children will suffer until you
all die in the wilderness. 34 You will suffer
for your sins for forty years. That will be
one year for each of the forty days that the
twelve men explored Canaan land. And I
will be like an enemy to you. 35 This will
certainly happen because I, Yahweh, have
said it! I will do these things to every one
in this group that has plotted against me.
They will all die right here in this wilderness!’”
36-37

Then Yahweh attacked the ten men
who had discouraged the people, so that
they died. These were the men who had
explored Canaan and then told the people that they would not be able to take
over the land. It was because of the men
that the people spoke against Moses. 38 Of
the twelve men who had explored Canaan,
only Joshua and Caleb remained alive.
39

When Moses reported to the Israelite
people what Yahweh had said, many of
them were very sad. 40 So the people
got up early the next morning and started
to go toward the hill country in Canaan.
They said, “We know that we have sinned,
but now we are ready to enter the land
that Yahweh promised to give to us.”
41

But Moses said, ”Yahweh commanded
you to return to the desert, so why are you
now disobeying him? It will not succeed.
42
Do not try to enter the land now! If you
try, your enemies will defeat you, because
Yahweh will not be with you. 43 When you
begin to ﬁght the descendants of Amalek
and Canaan, they will slaughter you! Yahweh will abandon you, because you have
abandoned him.”
44

But even though Moses did not leave the
camp, and the sacred chest that contained
the Ten Commandments was not taken
from the camp, the people began to go toward the hill country in Canaan. 45 Then
the descendants of Amalek and Canaan
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who lived in those hills came down and me. Sometimes you will offer a sacriﬁce
attacked them; they chased them as far to restore fellowship with me. 9 When you
south as Hormah.
offer these sacriﬁces, you must also offer
a ﬂour offering of about six and one-half
liters of ﬁnely ground ﬂour mixed with
about two liters of olive oil. 10 Also pour
on the altar two quarts of wine to be an
offering. While those special gifts are be1
Then Yahweh told Moses, 2 ”Tell this to ing burned, the smell from it will be very
11
the Israelite people, ’When you arrive in pleasing to me.
Each time someone
3
the land that I am giving to you, you offers a bull or a ram or a male lamb or
must offer to me special sacriﬁces which young goat to be a sacriﬁce, it must be
will be pleasing to me when the priest done that way. 12 You must obey these inburns them on the altar. Some of them structions for each animal that you bring
may be offerings that will be completely to me for an offering.
burned on the altar. Some of them may be
to indicate that you have made a solemn 13 All of you people who have been Ispromise to me. Some of them may be of- raelites all of your lives must obey these
ferings that you yourselves have decided regulations when you offer sacriﬁces that
to make. Some of them may be offerings will be pleasing to me when they are
at one of the festivals that you celebrate burned on the altar. 14 If any foreigners
each year. These offerings may be taken visit you or live among you, if they also
from your herds of cattle or from your want to bring a sacriﬁce that will be pleasﬂocks of sheep and goats. 4 When you ing to me when it is burned on the altar,
give these offerings, you must also bring they must obey these same instructions.
to me a ﬂour offering of about two liters of 15 I consider that those who have always
nice ﬂour mixed with about a liter of olive been Israelites and those who are foreignoil. 5 When you offer a young ram or goat ers are equal, and so they must all obey
for the sacriﬁce that will be completely the same instructions. All of your descenburned up, or when you offer as a sacri- dants must also continue to obey these inﬁce of every young lamb, you should pre- structions of mine. 16 You Israelites and
pare a liter of wine to be used as a drink the foreigners who live among you must
offering.
all obey the same instructions.’”

Chapter 15

6

When you offer a ram to be a sacriﬁce, you must also bring an offering of
about three and four-ﬁfths liters of ﬁnely
ground ﬂour mixed with about one and
one-quarter liters of olive oil. 7 And also
pour on the altar about one and oneﬁfth liters of wine. While they are being
burned, the smell of it will be very pleasing to me.
8

Sometimes you will offer a young bull to
be completely burned on the altar. Sometimes you will offer a sacriﬁce to indicate
that you have made a solemn promise to

17

Yahweh also said to Moses, 18 ”Tell these
instructions to the Israelite people, ’When
you arrive in the land to which I am taking you, 19 and you eat the crops that are
growing there, you must set some of them
aside to be a sacred offering to me, and
present them to me. 20 Each year set aside
some of the ﬁrst grain that you gather after you have threshed it. Bake a loaf of
bread from the ﬁrst ﬂour that you grind
and present it before me as a sacred offering. 21 Every year, you and your descendants must continue to make and present
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to me a loaf of bread baked with ﬂour disobeyed them, so they must be punished
from the ﬁrst part of the grain that you for their sin by never being allowed to live
harvest.
among you again.’”
22

There may be times when you Israelites
do not obey all these instructions that I
have given to Moses to tell you, but not
because you intended to disobey them. 23
There may be times when some of your
descendants do not obey all these instructions that I have given to Moses to tell to
you. 24 If you or they sin by forgetting to
obey these instructions and none of the Israelite people realize that they were doing that, one young bull as an offering
for all the people must be brought to the
priest. That will be pleasing to me when
it is burned on the altar. They must also
bring to me a ﬂour offering and an offering of wine, and a male goat, to be sacriﬁced to remove the guilt of their sin. 25
By offering these sacriﬁces, the priest will
make atonement for all of you Israelite
people. Then, as a result of their bringing
to me an offering to be burned on the altar,
you will be forgiven, because you sinned
without realizing that you were sinning.
26
You Israelite people, and the foreigners
who are living among you, will all be forgiven.
27

If one person commits a sin without realizing that he was sinning, that person
must bring to me a female goat to be an
offering to take away that person’s guilt
for that sin. 28 The priest will offer it to be
a sacriﬁce to remove the guilt of that person’s sin, and that person will be forgiven.
29
You Israelites and all the foreigners who
live among you must obey these same instructions.
30

32

One day, while the Israelites were in
the wilderness, some of them saw a man
who was gathering ﬁrewood on the Sabbath day. 33 Those who saw him doing
that brought him to Aaron and Moses and
the rest of the Israelite people. 34 They
guarded him carefully, because they did
not know what to do to punish him. 35
Then Yahweh said to Moses, “The man
must be executed. All of you must kill
him by throwing stones at him outside the
camp.” 36 So they all took the man outside the camp and killed him by throwing
stones at him, as Yahweh had commanded
Moses that they should do.
37

Yahweh also said to Moses, 38 ”Tell this
to the Israelite people: ’You and all your
descendants must twist threads together
to make tassels, and then attach them with
blue cords to the bottom edges of your
clothes. 39 When you look at the tassels,
you will remember all the instructions
that I gave to you, and you will obey them.
In that way, you will not be unfaithful to
me. You will not be like an unfaithful prostitute who does the shameful things that
she looks at and desires to do. 40 Seeing
those tassels will help you to remember
that you must obey all my commands and
that you must be my holy people. 41 Do not
forget that I am Yahweh, your God. I am
the one who brought you out of Egypt in
order that you might belong to me. I am
Yahweh, your God.’”

Chapter 16

But those who disobey my commands
deliberately, both Israelites and the foreigners who live among you, have sinned 1 One day Korah son of Izhar and a deagainst me by doing that. So they must be scendant of Levi’s son Kohath, conspired
expelled from your camp. 31 They have with Dathan and Abiram, who were the
despised my commands and deliberately sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth. They
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were all from the tribe of Reuben. 2 Those
four men incited 250 other people who
were leaders among the Israelite people
to join them in rebelling against Moses. 3
They came together to criticize Aaron and
Moses. They said to them, “You two are using more authority than you should! Yahweh has set apart all of us Israelite people,
and he is with all of us. So why do you act
as though you were more important than
the rest of us people who belong to Yahweh?”
4

When Moses heard what they were saying, he prostrated himself on the ground. 5
Then he said to Korah and those who were
with Korah, ”Tomorrow morning Yahweh
will show to us whom he has chosen to be
his priest, and who is holy and allowed
to come near to him. Yahweh will permit only those whom he chooses to come
into his presence. 6 So Korah, tomorrow
you and those who are with you must prepare your pans to burn incense. 7 Then
you must light a ﬁre in them and burn the
incense in the presence of Yahweh. Then
we will see which one of us Yahweh has
chosen to be his holy servant. It is you
men who are descendants of Levi who
are trying to use more authority than you
should!”
8

Then Moses spoke again to Korah. He
said, ”You men who are descendants of
Levi, listen to me! 9 You know that Yahweh, the God of Israel has chosen you
Levites from the community of Israel so
you can work for him at his sacred tent
and serve the people. Does that seem to
you like a small thing for you to do? 10
Yahweh has brought you, Korah, and your
fellow descendants of Levi, near to himself. Now are you demanding to become
priests also? 11 It is really Yahweh against
whom you and your fellow descendants of
Levi are rebelling. Aaron is not the one
about whom you are really complaining.”

12

Then Moses summoned Dathan and Abiram, but they refused to come. They sent a
message saying, ”We will not come to you!
13
You brought us out of Egypt, which was
a very fertile land, in order to cause us to
die here in this desert. That was bad. But
now you are also trying to boss us, and
that is worse. 14 You have not given us a
new land to live in, a land that has good
ﬁelds and vineyards. You are only trying
to blind these people. So we will not come
to you.”
15

Then Moses became very angry. He said
to Yahweh, “Do not accept the grain offerings that they have brought. I have not
taken anything from them, not even one
donkey, and I have never done anything
wrong to them, so they have no reason to
complain against me.”
16

Then Moses said to Korah, ”You and all
those who are with you must come here
tomorrow and stand in front of Yahweh.
Aaron will also be here. 17 You and all the
250 men who are with you must each take
a pan in which to burn incense, and put incense in it, to burn it to be an offering to
Yahweh. Aaron will do the same thing.”
18

So each of those men got a pan to burn
incense. They put in it incense and hot
coals to light it, and then they all stood at
the entrance of the sacred tent with Aaron
and Moses. 19 Then Korah summoned all
the people who supported him and who
were against Moses, and they also gathered at the entrance of the tent. Then the
glory of Yahweh appeared to all of them.
20
Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 21 “Get
away from all these people, in order that I
can get rid of them immediately!”
22

But Aaron and Moses prostrated themselves on the ground. They pleaded with
Yahweh, saying, “God, you are the one
who caused all these people to live. Only
one of these men has sinned. So, is it right
for you to be angry with all the people?”
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23

Yahweh said to Moses, 24 “Okay, but tell 35 And then a ﬁre from Yahweh came
all the people to get away from the tents down from the sky and burned up the 250
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”
men who were burning the incense!

Then Yahweh said to Moses, 37 ”Tell
Aaron’s son Eleazar to take the pans that
had incense in them away from the ﬁre
and to scatter the burning coals. The pans
that those men were carrying are holy because they burned incense to me in them.
38
Those men have now died because of
their sin. So Eleazar must take their pans
and hammer the metal to make it become
very thin. He must make a covering for
the altar with that metal. Those pans were
used to offer incense to me, so they are
holy. What happened to those pans will
28
Then Moses said, ”I was not the one now warn the Israelite people.”
who decided to do all these things that I
39-40
So Eleazar the priest collected the 250
have done. It was Yahweh who chose me
and sent me to do them. And now he will pans for burning incense that had been
prove that to you. 29 If these men die in used by the men who died in the ﬁre. He
a normal way, then it will be clear that hammered the pans very thin to make
Yahweh did not choose me. 30 But if Yah- a covering for the altar, as Yahweh told
weh does something that has never hap- Moses should be done. That warned the Ispened before, if he causes the ground that raelites that only those who were descenis under their feet to open up and swallow dants of Aaron were permitted to burn inthese men and their families and all their cense as an offering to Yahweh. If anypossessions, and they fall into the opening one else did that, the same thing would
and are buried while they are still alive, happen to him as happened to Korah and
then you will know that these men have those with him.
41
insulted Yahweh.”
But the following morning, all the Israelite people started to complain against
31
As soon as Moses said this, the ground
Aaron
and Moses saying “You have killed
split open beneath those men. 32 It swalmany people who belonged to Yahweh!”
lowed those men and their families and
all those who were standing there with Ko- 42 When all the people gathered together
rah and all of their possessions. 33 They to protest about what Aaron and Moses
fell into the opening in the ground while had done, they looked at the sacred tent
they were still alive, and all their posses- and saw that the sacred cloud had covered
sions fell into the opening also. They dis- it, and the glory of Yahweh had appeared.
appeared, and the ground closed back up 43 Aaron and Moses went and stood in
again. 34 They screamed as they fell, and front of the sacred tent. 44 Then Yahweh
all the people who were standing nearby said to Moses, 45 “Get away from these peoheard them scream. The people were ter- ple, in order that I can get rid of them imriﬁed and cried out as they ran away, say- mediately without injuring you two!” But
ing, “We do not want the ground to swal- Aaron and Moses prostrated themselves
on the ground and prayed.
low us, also!”
25

So Moses stood up and went to the tents
of Dathan and Abiram. The Israelite leaders followed him. 26 He told the people,
“Get away from the tents of these wicked
men, and do not touch anything that belongs to them! If you touch anything, you
will die because of their sins!” 27 So all
the people moved away from the tents of
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Dathan and
Abiram came out of their tents with their
wives and children and babies, and stood
at the entrance of their tents.

36
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46

Moses said to Aaron, “Quickly take another pan and put in it some burning coals
from the altar. Put incense in the pan, and
carry it out among the people to atone for
the sins of the people. Yahweh is very angry with them, and I know that a severe
plague has already started among them.”
47
So Aaron did what Moses told him. He
took the burning incense out among the
people. The plague had already started
to strike the people, but Aaron continued
to burn the incense to make atonement
for the sins of the people. 48 He stood between the people who had already died
and those who were still alive, and then
the plague stopped. 49 But 14,700 people
had already died from that plague, in addition to the people who died with Korah.
50
Then after the plague had ended, Aaron
and Moses returned to the entrance of the
sacred tent.

raelite leaders, including Aaron, brought
his walking stick to Moses. 7 Moses placed
the sticks inside the sacred tent in front of
the sacred chest.
8

The following morning, when he went
into the tent, he saw that Aaron’s stick,
which represented the tribe of Levi, had
sprouted. It had produced leaves and blossoms, and it had also produced almonds
that were ripe! 9 Moses brought all the
sticks out of the sacred tent and showed
them to the people. Each of the twelve
leaders took back his own stick.
10

Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Put
Aaron’s stick in front of the sacred chest,
and let it stay there permanently. That
will be a warning to people who want to
rebel against me. Then no more people
will die because of complaining against
me.” 11 So Moses did what Yahweh had
commanded.
12

Then the Israelite people said to Moses,
”We are going to die! All of us are surely
going to die! 13 Everyone who comes close
1
Then Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”Tell the Is- to Yahweh’s sacred tent dies. Are the rest
raelite people to bring to you twelve walk- of us going to die, also?”
ing sticks. They should bring one from
each of the leaders of the twelve tribes.
You should carve each leader’s name on
3
There must be one stick
his stick.
for the leader of each tribe, so you must 1 Yahweh said to Aaron, ”You and your
carve Aaron’s name on the stick for the sons and the other members of your fatribe of Levi. 4 Put those walking sticks ther’s family are the ones who will be
inside the sacred tent, in front of the sa- punished if anything bad happens to the
cred chest that has in it the tablets on things inside the sacred tent. And you and
which the Ten Commandments are writ- your sons will be punished if any priest
ten. That is the place where I always talk does something bad. 2 Require that those
with you. 5 Buds will sprout on the stick who belong to your tribe, the tribe of Levi,
of the man whom I have chosen to be the must assist you and your sons while you
priest. When the people see that, they will perform your work at the sacred tent. 3
stop their constantly complaining about But while they do that work, they must not
you because they will realize that he is the go near the sacred items inside the tent or
one whom I have chosen.”
near the altar. If they do that, they will

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

6

So Moses told the people what Yahweh die, and you will die, too! 4 They may ashad said. Then each of the twelve Is- sist you in doing all the work to take care
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of the sacred tent, but no one else is per- are permitted to eat from these offerings.
mitted to come near the place where you 12
I am also giving to you the ﬁrst food
are working.
that people harvest each year and bring
5
You are the ones who will do the sacred to me—the best olive oil and new wine
13
All of the ﬁrst crops that
work inside the sacred tent and at the al- and grain.
people
harvest
and bring to me belong to
tar. If you obey these instructions, I will
not become very angry with the Israelite you. Anyone in your family who has per6
people again.
I myself have chosen formed the ritual to become acceptable to
the descendants of Levi from the other Is- me is permitted to eat that food.
raelites in order that they may be your spe- 14 Everything in Israel that is devoted to
cial helpers. They are like a gift that I have me, will be yours. 15 The ﬁrstborn males,
given you to work at the sacred tent. 7 both humans and domestic animals, that
But it is you and your sons, who are the are offered to me, will be yours. But peopriests, who must perform all the details ple must buy back their ﬁrstborn sons and
I have commanded concerning the altar the ﬁrstborn animals that may not be used
and with what happens inside the Very for sacriﬁces. 16 They must buy them back
Holy Place. I am giving to you this work when they are one month old. The price
of serving as priests. So anyone else who that they must pay for each one is ﬁve
tries to do that work must be executed.”
pieces of silver. They must weigh the sil8

Yahweh also said to Aaron, ”I myself
have appointed you to take care of all the
sacred offerings that the Israelite people
bring to me. I have given all these sacred
offerings to you and to your sons. You and
your descendants will get a share of these
offerings permanently. 9 The parts of the
offerings that are not completely burned
on the altar belong to you. Those parts of
the sacred offerings, including the ﬂour offerings, the offerings to make atonement
for sins and to remove the guilt of sins,
are set apart, and are to be given to you
and your sons. 10 You are to eat it as a
most holy offering. Every male in your
clan may eat it. But you must have respect
for those offerings because they are holy
to you.
11

ver on the scales that are in the sacred
tent.
17

But they are not permitted to buy back
the ﬁrstborn cattle or sheep or goats. They
are holy and have been set apart for me.
Slaughter them and sprinkle their blood
on the altar. Then completely burn the fat
of those animals on the altar to be an offering to me. The smell as they burn will
be very pleasing to me. 18 The meat from
those offerings will be yours, just like the
breast and right thigh of animals that are
presented to me to restore fellowship with
me, as the priest lifts them up high in front
of the altar, are yours. 19 Anything that
the Israelite people present to me as holy
gifts, I am giving to you. They are for
you and your sons and daughters to eat.
They will always be your share. This is an
agreement that I am making with you, an
agreement that will last forever. I am also
making this agreement with your descendants.”

The priests lift up high the sacred offerings while they are standing in front of
the altar. All of those offerings that the Israelites present to me belong to you and
your sons and daughters. They will always be your share. All the members of 20 Yahweh also said to Aaron, ”You priests
your family who have performed the rit- will not receive any of the land or the propuals to cause them to be acceptable to me erty like the other Israelite people will re-
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ceive. I am what you will receive.
21

When the Israelite people bring to me a
tenth of all the crops and of their newborn
animals, I will give that to you descendants of Levi. That will be your payment
for the work you do at the sacred tent. 22
The other Israelites must not go near that
tent. If they go near it, I will consider that
their doing that is a sin, and they will die
for committing that sin. 23 Only the descendants of Levi are permitted to work
at the sacred tent, and they will be punished if anything bad happens to it. That
is a law that will never be changed. You
descendants of Levi will not receive any
land to own among all the other Israelite
people. 24 The Israelites must present one
tenth of all their crops and animals as offerings to me, and that is what I give to the
descendents of Levi so they can provide
for themselves. This is why I said that I
will not give the descendants of Levi any
land to own.
25

want to, because it is your payment for
the work that you do at the sacred tent.
32
If you give to the priests the best portions of what you receive, you will not be
punished by me for accepting one tenth
of the gifts that the people bring to me.
But you must consider those gifts to be
sacred. If you sin by eating those things
in ways that are contrary to these regulations that I have given to you, you will be
executed.’”

Chapter 19
1

Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 2 ”I
am now giving to you another regulation.
Tell the Israelite people to bring to you one
reddish brown cow that has no defects. It
must be an animal that has never been
3
Give it to
used for plowing ground.
Eleazar the priest. He must take it outside the camp and someone will slaughter
it. 4 And Eleazar must dip one of his ﬁngers in the blood and sprinkle some of it
seven times on the ground near the sacred
tent. 5 Then, while Eleazar watches, the
cow must be burned completely—its hide,
its meat, the rest of its blood, and even
its dung. 6 Eliezer then must take a stick
of cedar wood, a stalk of a plant named
hyssop, and some scarlet yarn, and throw
them into the ﬁre where the cow is burning.

Yahweh said to Moses, 26 ”Tell this to
the descendants of Levi, ’When you receive one tenth of all the crops and animals from the Israelite people, you must
present one tenth of all that to me to be
a sacred offering, 27 just like the other Israelites present one tenth of the grain and
28
wine that they produce.
You must
present to me one tenth of all that you
receive from the Israelite people. That
will be your sacred offering to me. You
must present it to Aaron. 29 Select the best 7 Then the priest must wash his clothes
parts of the things that are given to you to and bathe. After doing that, he may represent them to me.’
turn to the camp. But he will be unﬁt for doing any sacred work until that
30
Also, tell this to the descendants of Levi,
evening. 8 The man who burns the cow
’When you present those best portions of
must also wash his clothes and bathe, and
grain and wine as your offering to me, I
he will also be unacceptable to me until
will consider that those gifts are as though
that evening.
they came from your own grain and wine.
31
You descendants of Levi and your fam- 9 Then someone who has not become unilies are permitted to eat the rest of that acceptable to me must gather up the ashes
food, and you may eat it wherever you of the cow and put them in a sacred place
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outside the camp. The ashes must be kept
there for the people of Israel to use when
they mix it with water for the ritual to remove the guilt of sin. 10 The man who
gathers up the ashes of the cow must also
wash his clothes, and he also will be unﬁt to do anymore sacred work until that
evening. That is a regulation that will
never be changed. It must be obeyed by
you Israelite people and by any foreigners
who live among you.
11

and put in a jar. Then some fresh water
must be poured over the ashes. 18 Then
someone who has not become unacceptable to me must take a stalk of a plant
named hyssop and dip it into the water.
Then that person must sprinkle some of
the water on the tent where that person
died, on the things that are in the tent, and
on the people who were in the tent. He
must also sprinkle some of that water on
any person who touched a human bone
or who touched a person who had been
killed, or who touched a person who died
of natural causes, or who touched a grave.
19
On the third day and on the seventh
day after that, the person who is acceptable to me must sprinkle some of that water on those who have become unacceptable to me. On the seventh day, the people who are performing that ritual to become acceptable to me again must wash
their clothes and bathe. If they do that, on
that evening they will become acceptable
to me again.

All those who touch a corpse will be unacceptable to me for seven days. 12 On
the third day and on the seventh day after touching a corpse, in order to become
acceptable to me again, they must sprinkle on themselves some of that water for
removing the guilt of their sin. If they do
not do that on both of those days, they will
continue to be unacceptable to me. 13 All
those who touch a corpse, and do not perform in the correct way the ritual to become acceptable to me again, deﬁle Yahweh’s sacred tent. They will no longer be
permitted to live among the Israelite people. The water to remove the guilt of sin 20 If those who have become unacceptable
was not sprinkled on them, so they con- to me do not become acceptable to me
tinue to be unacceptable to me.
again by doing this, they will no longer
14
There is another practice that must be be permitted to live among to the Israelite
performed when someone dies inside a people, because they have deﬁled my satent. All those who were inside that tent cred tent. They did not sprinkle on themwhen that person died or who enter that selves the water that removes the guilt of
tent will be unacceptable to me for seven their sins, so they remain unacceptable to
21
That is a law for the Israelite peodays. 15 Any jars that are inside that tent me.
that are not covered are not permitted to ple that will never be changed. Those who
be used. 16 If someone who is out in a sprinkle that water on themselves must
ﬁeld touches the corpse of someone who then wash their clothes. And anyone who
was murdered, or who died from natural touches that water which removes guilt
causes, or if someone touches a bone from for sins will remain unacceptable to God
some human or touches a grave, that per- until that evening.
son will be unacceptable to me for seven
days.

22

Anything and any person that someone
For someone like that to become accept- who has become unacceptable to me has
able to me again, some of the ashes from touched will remain unacceptable to me
the cow that was burned must be taken until that evening.”
17
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Chapter 20

they wanted.
12

1

In the ﬁrst month of the next year, the Israelite people traveled to the wilderness
of Zin and camped near Kadesh. While
they were there, Moses’ sister Miriam
died and was buried there.
2

There was no water for the people to
drink there, so they came to Aaron and
Moses. 3 They complained and said, ”We
wish that we had died in front of Yahweh’s
sacred tent when our fellow Israelites
died! 4 Did you bring us, who are Yahweh’s people, into this desert to die along
with our livestock? 5 Why did you bring us
from Egypt to this miserable place? There
is no grain, there are no ﬁgs, no grapes,
and no pomegranates here. And there is
no water for us to drink!”
6

Moses and Aaron turned away from the
people and went to the entrance of the
sacred tent and prostrated themselves on
the ground. Just then Yahweh appeared to
them with his bright glory. 7 When Yahweh appeared in glory, he said, 8 “You and
Aaron must take Aaron’s walking stick
with you and gather all the people together. While the people are watching,
command that large rock over there to
pour out water. Water for the people will
ﬂow from it. All they and all their livestock will have enough water to drink.”
9

So Moses did what Yahweh told him to
do. He took Aaron’s walking stick from
the place in the sacred tent where it was
10
Then Moses and Aaron sumkept.
moned all the people to gather at the rock.
Then Moses shouted to them, “All you rebellious people, listen! Is it necessary for
us to bring to you water from this rock?”
11
Then Moses raised his hand and instead
of speaking to the rock, he struck the rock
two times with the walking stick. And
water gushed out. So all the people and
their livestock drank all the water that

But Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses,
“You did not trust me or honor me before
the people of Israel, and so you will not
lead them into the land I have given to
them!”
13

Later this place was called the Meribah,
which means ‘arguing’, because there the
Israelite people argued against Yahweh,
and there he showed his honor and holiness to them by giving them water.
14

While the people were at Kadesh, Moses
sent messengers to the king of Edom to tell
him this,
”Your relatives, the Israelite people,
are sending you this message. You know
the many troubles that have happened to
us. 15 You know that our ancestors went
down to Egypt. You know that they stayed
there for many years. They suffered because the rulers of Egypt caused them
to become their slaves and to work very
hard.
16

But when they called out to Yahweh,
he heard them and sent an angel who
brought them out of Egypt. Now we have
set up our tents here at Kadesh, a town
on the border of your land. 17 Please allow us to travel through your country. We
will be careful to not walk through your
ﬁelds and your vineyards. We will not
even drink water from your wells. As we
travel, we will stay on the king’s highway,
the main road that goes from the south to
the north, and we will not leave that road
until we have crossed the border of your
country in the north.”
18

But the king of Edom refused. He
replied, “Stay out of my country! If you
try to enter it, I will send my army to attack you!”
19

The Israelite messengers replied, “If we
travel through your country, we will stay
on the main road. If we and any of our
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livestock drink any of your water, we will
pay for it. We want only to travel through
your country. We do not want anything
else.”
20

But the king replied, “No! Stay out of
our country! We will not allow you to
travel through our land!” Then he sent the
strongest soldiers in his army to prevent
the Israelites from entering his country.
21

So, because the king of Edom refused
to allow the Israelites to travel through
his country, the Israelites turned and traveled a different way.
22

The Israelite people left Kadesh. They
went to Mount Hor, 23 which is at the border of Edom. While they were there, Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 24 ”It is time
for Aaron to die. He will not enter the
land that I am giving to you Israelites, because the two of you disobeyed me when
I told you to speak to the rock to cause the
water to ﬂow at Meribah. 25 Now you,
Moses, take Aaron and his son Eleazar up
on Mount Hor. 26 There you must remove
Aaron’s clothes that he wears when he
does the works of a priest, and put them
on his son, Eleazar. Aaron will die up
there.”
27

So Moses did what Yahweh commanded.
The three of them climbed up Mount Hor,
while all the Israelite people watched. 28
At the top of the mountain, Moses took
off the clothes that Aaron wore while he
did the work of a priest and put them on
Eleazar. Then Aaron died there on the top
of the mountain, and Eleazar and Moses
went back down. 29 When the Israelite
people realized that Aaron had died, they
all mourned for him for thirty days.

Chapter 21

area where the Canaanites lived, in the
southern Judean wilderness. He heard a
report that the Israelites were approaching on the road to Atharim village. So
his army attacked the Israelites and cap2
tured some of them.
Then the Israelites declared this solemnly, “Yahweh,
if you will help us to defeat these people, we will completely destroy all their
towns.” 3 Yahweh heard what they requested, and he enabled them to defeat
the army of this Canaan people group.
The Israelite soldiers killed all the people
and destroyed their towns. Ever since that
time, that place has been called Hormah
which means “destruction.”
4

Then the Israelites left Mount Hor and
traveled on the road toward the Sea of
Reeds, in order to go around the land of
Edom. But the people became impatient
along the way, 5 and they began to grumble against God and against Moses. They
said, “Why have you brought us out of
Egypt to die here in this desert? There is
nothing to eat here, and nothing to drink.
And we detest this lousy manna food!”
6

So Yahweh sent poisonous snakes among
them. Many of the people were bitten by
the snakes and died. 7 Then the people
came to Moses and cried out, saying, “We
now know that we have sinned against
Yahweh and against you. Pray to Yahweh,
asking that he will take away the snakes!”
So Moses prayed for the people.
8

Then Yahweh told him, “Make a model
of a poisonous snake, and attach it to the
top of a pole. If those who are bitten by
the snakes look at that model, they will
recover.” 9 So Moses made a snake from
bronze and attached it to the top of a pole.
Then, when those who had been bitten by
a snake looked at the bronze snake, they
recovered!
10

1

Then the Israelites traveled to Oboth
The king of the city of Arad lived in the and camped there. 11 Then they left Oboth
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and went to Iye Abarim in the wilderness
on the eastern border of Moab. 12 From
there they traveled to the valley where the
Zered riverbed is, and camped there. 13
Then they traveled to the north side of the
Arnon River. That area is in the wilderness next to the land where the Amorites
live. The Arnon River is the boundary between Moab and where the Amorites live.
14
That is why it is written down in the
book of the book of the wars of Yahweh,
”Waheb in Suphah, and the ravines
there,
and the Arnon River
15

and the ravines there,

which extend as far as Ar village on
the border of Moab.”
16

From there the Israelites traveled to
Beer. There was a well there where Yahweh previously had said to Moses, “Gather
the people together, and I will give them
water.” 17 There the Israelites sang this
song:
”O well, give us water!
Sing about this well!
18

south to the north, until we have ﬁnished
traveling through your land. We will not
walk through any ﬁeld or vineyard, or
drink water from your wells.”
23

But King Sihon refused. He would not
allow them to walk through his land. Instead, he sent his whole army to attack the
Israelites in the desert. They attacked the
Israelites at Jahaz village. 24 But the Israelites completely defeated them and occupied their land, from the Arnon River in
the south to the Jabbok River in the north.
They stopped at the border of the land
where the Ammon people group lived, because the Ammon army was defending
the border strongly. 25 So the Israelites occupied all the cities and towns where the
Amorites lived, and some of the Israelites
began to live in them. They occupied the
city of Heshbon and the nearby villages. 26
Heshbon was the capital of the country. It
was the city where King Sihon ruled. His
army had previously defeated the army of
the king of Moab, and then his people had
begun to live in all of the land of Moab as
far as the Arnon River in the south.
27

For that reason, one of the poets wrote
long ago,

Sing about this well
which our leaders dug;

they dug out the dirt with their royal
scepters and their walking sticks.”

”Come to Heshbon, the city where King
Sihon ruled.
We want the city to be restored.

28
Then the Israelites left that wilderness
A ﬁre blazed from Heshbon.
19
The Isand went through Mattanah.
It burned down the city of Ar in Moab.
raelites also went throught Nahaliel, and
Bamoth village. 20 Then they went to the
It destroyed everything on the hills
valley in Moab where Mount Pisgah rises along the Arnon River.
above the wilderness.
29
You people of Moab, terrible things
21
Then the Israelites sent messengers to have happened to you!
Sihon, the king of the Amor people group.
You people who worship your god
This was the message that they gave him,
Chemosh
have been annihilated!
22
“Allow us to travel through your
country. We will stay on the king’s highThe men who worshiped Chemosh have
way, the main road that goes from the run away and are now refugees,
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and the women who worshiped him he saw that the Israelites were very nuhave been captured by the army of Sihon, merous, he and his people became territhe king of the Amor people group.
ﬁed.
But we have defeated those descen- 4 So the king of Moab went to the leaders of the Midian people group and said
dants of Amor,
to them, “This huge group of Israelites will
all the way from Heshbon in the north
wipe out everything around them, like an
to the city of Dibon in the south.
ox devours grass!”
We have completely obliterated them as Balak was the king of Moab. 5 He sent
far as the cities of Nophah and Medeba.” messengers to a prophet named Balaam,
30

So the Israelite people began to live in who was living in his own area, in Pethor,
near the Euphrates River. He sent this
the land where the Amorites lived.
message to request that Balaam would
32
After Moses sent some men to explore come to help him,
the area near the city of Jazer, Israelite
”A huge group of people has arrived
people began to live in all the towns in
that region and expelled the Amor peo- here from Egypt. It looks like they are covple group who lived there. 33 Then they ering the entire land! And they have be6
turned north toward the region of Bashan, gun to live close to us. Because they are
but King Og of Bashan and all his army at- very powerful, we are afraid of them. So
please come and curse them for me. Then
tacked them at the city of Edrei.
my army may be able to defeat them and
34
Yahweh said to Moses, “Do not be afraid expel them from the land where they are
of Og, because I am going to enable your now living. I know that good things will
men to defeat him and his army, and to happen to the people whom you bless, and
take possession of all his land. You will do disasters will happen to the people whom
to him what you did to Sihon, the king of you curse.”
the Amor people group, who ruled in Hes- 7
Balak’s messengers, who were leaders of
hbon.”
both the Moab and Midian people groups,
35
And that is what happened. The Is- took money with them to pay Balaam in
raelites defeated Og’s army, and killed order that he would come and curse the
King Og and his sons and all his people. Israelites. They went to Balaam and told
Not a person survived! And then the Is- him what Balak had said.
raelites began to live in their land.
8
Balaam said, “Stay here tonight. Tomorrow morning I will tell you whatever Yahweh tells me that I should say to you.”
31

Chapter 22

So the leaders from Moab stayed there
that night. 9 During the night, God ap1
Then the Israelites traveled west to the peared to Balaam and asked him, “Who
plain of Moab that was in the Valley of the are these men who are staying with you?”
Jordan River, across the river from Jeri- 10
Balaam replied, ”Balak, the king of
cho.
Moab, sent these men to tell me this mes2
But King Balak son of Zippor, who ruled sage, 11 ‘A huge group of people has come
Moab, found out what the Israelites had from Egypt, and they have spread all over
done to the Amor people group. 3 When this area. Please come immediately to

205

NUMBERS
curse them. Then I may be able to defeat vants were riding on their donkeys, 23 Balthem and expel them from this area.’”
aam’s donkey saw the angel. The angel
was standing in the road and was holding
12
God replied to Balaam, “Do not go with
a sword in his hand, but Balaam did not
them! I have blessed those people, so you
see him.
must not curse them!”
Balaam’s donkey turned off the road into
13
The next morning, Balaam got up and
a ﬁeld. So Balaam struck the donkey and
told Balak’s men, “Go back home. But go
24
forced it to go back onto the road.
by yourselves, because Yahweh is not alThen the angel stood in a place where the
lowing me to go with you.”
road was very narrow, between two vine14
So the men from Moab returned to King yards, with walls on each side of the road.
Balak and they reported to him, “Balaam 25 When the donkey saw the angel standrefused to come with us.”
ing there, it walked very close to the wall
to try to get past the angel. As a result, it
15
But Balak sent another group of leaders
bashed Balaam’s foot against the wall. So
to Balaam. It was a group that was larger
Balaam struck the donkey again.
and they were more important than the
men in the ﬁrst group. 16 They went to Bal- 26 Then the angel went further along the
road and stood at a place that was exaam and told him this,
tremely narrow, with the result that the
”This is what King Balak says, ’Please
donkey could not get past at all. 27 This
do not allow anything to hinder you from
time, when the donkey saw the angel, it
coming here. 17 I will pay you a lot of
lay down on the ground with Balaam sitmoney if you come, and I will do anything
ting on top of it. Balaam became exthat you ask me to do. Just come and curse
tremely angry, and he struck the donkey
these Israelite people for me!’”
again with his walking stick. 28 Then Yah18
But Balaam answered them, ”Even if weh enabled the donkey to speak! It said
Balak would give me a palace ﬁlled with to Balaam, “What bad thing have I done
silver and gold, I would not do anything to to you that caused you to strike me three
disobey Yahweh, my God. 19 But stay here times?”
one more night, like the other messengers 29 Balaam shouted, “I struck you because
did, and I will ﬁnd out if Yahweh has any- you have caused me to appear to be foolthing more to say to me.”
ish! If I had a sword with me, I would kill
That night God appeared to Balaam
again and said to him, “These men have
come to request that you go back with
them, so you may go with them, but do
only what I tell you to do!”

you!”

21

Balaam said, “No.”

20

So the next morning, Balaam put a saddle on his donkey and he departed with
two of his servants along with the men
from Moab. 22 Even though God had given
Balaam permission to go, he was still angry. So he sent one of his angels to Balaam. This angel stood in the road to block
Balaam’s path. As Balaam and the two ser-

30

But the donkey answered, “I am your
own donkey, the one that you have always
ridden! Have I ever done anything like
this previously?”
31

Then Yahweh enabled Balaam to see
the angel standing on the road, holding a
sword in his hand. Balaam realized that
it was an angel and prostrated himself on
the ground in front of the angel.
32
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strike your donkey three times? I have
come to block your path because what you
are planning to do is wrong. 33 Three
times your donkey saw me and turned
away from me. If it had not done that, I
would certainly have killed you already,
but I would have allowed the donkey to
live.”
34

Then Balaam said to the angel, “I have
sinned. But I did not realize that you were
standing there, trying to block my path. So
if you do not want me to continue going, I
will return home.”

Chapter 23
1

Balaam said to King Balak, “Build here
seven altars for me. Then kill seven young
bulls and seven rams for a sacriﬁce.” 2 So
Balak did that. And then he and Balaam
each burned a young bull and a ram as a
sacriﬁce on each altar.
3

Then Balaam said to Balak, “You stand
here close to your burned offerings, and
I will go and ask Yahweh if he has something else to tell me. Then I will tell you
what he says to me.”

35

But the angel replied, “I will allow you to Then Balaam went by himself to the top of
go with these men, but you must say only a hill. 4 While he was on the top of the hill,
what I tell you to say!”
God appeared to him there. Balaam said
to him, “We have built seven altars, and I
So Balaam went on with the leaders whom have killed and burned a young bull and
Balak had sent.
a ram as a sacriﬁce to you on each altar.”
36

When King Balak heard that Balaam
was coming, he went to meet him at a
city in Moab that is located alongside the
Arnon River, near the border of his own
land. 37 When he arrived where Balaam
was, he said to him, “I sent you a message
saying that you should come immediately!
Why did you not come? Did you think that
I was not able to pay you a lot of money for
coming?”
38

5

Then Yahweh gave Balaam a message to
give to King Balak. Then he said, “Go back
and tell him what I told you.”
6

When Balaam returned to Balak, Balak
was standing with the leaders from Moab
beside the offerings he had burned on the
altar. 7 This is the message that Balaam
told them,
”Balak summoned me to come here
from Aram;

Balaam replied, “I have come here now,
the king of Moab brought me here
but I am not able to say anything that I
from the hills at the eastern side of Aram.
want to. I will say only the words that God
He said, ’Come and curse the descentells me to say.”
dants of Jacob for me!
39
Then Balaam went with Balak to Kiriath
Come and say that bad things will
Huzoth. 40 There Balak killed some cattle
happen
to these Israelite people!’
and sheep as sacriﬁces, and offered parts
8
of the meat to Balaam and the leaders who
But how can I curse people whom God
41
were with him.
They slept there, and has not cursed?
the next morning Balak took Balaam part
How can I ﬁght against people against
way up the mountain to Bamoth Baal vilwhom Yahweh does not ﬁght?
lage. From there, they could see some of
9
I have seen them from the tops of the
the Israelite people who were down berocky peaks,
low.
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I have seen them from the hills.

hear what I have to say, you son of
Zippor!
I see that they are a group of people who
19
live by themselves.
God is not a human being.
They have separated themselves from
other nations.

Humans lie, but God never lies.

He never changes his mind, as humans
Who can count the descendants of do.
Jacob, as numerous as particles of dust!
Whatever he has said that he will do,
Who can count even a fourth of the he does.
number of the Israelite people?
Whatever he has promised to do, he
I wish that I will die like righteous peo- has done it.
ple die.
20
He commanded me to request him to
I hope that I will die peacefully like bless the Israelites,
they will die.”
So he has blessed them, and I cannot
11
Then Balak said, “What have you done change that.
to me? I brought you here to curse my ene21
Yahweh their God is with them;
mies, but instead you have blessed them!”
the people shout that he is their true
12
But Balaam replied, “I can say only what
Yahweh tells me to say. I cannot say any- king.
10

thing else.”

So the descendants of Jacob will not be
harmed,
Then King Balak told Balaam, “Come
with me to another place. There you will
they will not endure trouble without
see only part of the Israelite people, and God.
you will be able to curse those people for
22
God brought them out slavery in
me.” 14 So Balak took Balaam to a ﬁeld on
Egypt
the top of Mount Pisgah. There, again he
and has led them through the wilderbuilt seven altars and offered a young bull
ness with strength like a wild ox.
and a ram as a sacriﬁce on each altar.
13

15

23
Then Balaam said to the king, “Stand
When people curse the descendants
here close to your burned offerings, while of Jacob, they will not be harmed,
I go and talk with Yahweh.”
when people work sorcery on them,
16
So Balaam did that, and Yahweh ap- it will have no power.
peared to Balaam again and gave him anSo now people will say about the descenother message. Then he said, “Go back to
dants of Jacob,
Balak and tell him that message.”
‘God has done wonderful things for
17
So Balaam returned to where the king
the Israelites!’
and the leaders from Moab were standing,
24
They are very strong, like lionesses
next to the altar where Balak had burned
the sacriﬁces. Balak asked him, “What did that are ready to attack other animals.
Yahweh say?”
They stand ﬁrm like lions.
18

Then Balaam told him this message,
”Balak, listen carefully,

The lions refuse to rest until they have
killed and eaten their prey
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and drunk the blood of the animals
My eyes are open as I prostrate myself
they slaughtered.”
in front of him.
5
You descendants of Jacob, your tents
Then Balak said to Balaam, “If you will
not curse them, then I certainly do not are very beautiful!
want you to bless them!”
The places where you live are lovely!
26
6
But Balaam replied, “I told you that I
Your tents are spread out in front of
must do only what Yahweh tells me to do!” me like groves of palm trees in valleys,
25

27

Then King Balak said to Balaam, “Come
like gardens alongside a river.
with me; I will take you to another place.
They are like strong aloe trees that YahPerhaps it will please God to allow you
28
to curse them from that place.”
So weh has planted,
like strong cedar trees that grow along
Balak took Balaam to the top of Mount
Peor where they could look down and see the rivers.
the Israelites in the desert.
7
Your water buckets will always be full.
29
Balaam again told Balak, “Build me
The seeds that you plant will always
seven altars again and kill seven young have plenty of water to make them grow.
bulls and seven rams for a sacriﬁce.” 30
The Israelites’ king will be greater than
So Balak did what Balaam told him to do.
King
Agag.
He burned a young bull and a ram on each
altar as sacriﬁces.
The kingdom that he rules will be
honored.
8

Chapter 24
1

Balaam now realized that Yahweh
wanted to bless the Israelite people, not
curse them. So he did not use magic like
a shaman would do to ﬁnd out what Yahweh wanted, as he often did. Instead, he
turned toward the desert. 2 He saw the Israelite people camped there in their tents,
with each tribe gathered in one group.
Then the Spirit of God came upon him, 3
and this is the prophetic message that he
gave to Balak:

God brought them out of Egypt,

leading them along with his great
power that is like a wild ox.
God devastates all the nations that oppose him.
He breaks all those people’s bones
into pieces,
and shoots them with his arrows.
9

The Israelites are like lions that
crouch and lie down, ready to spring on
their prey,

”I, Balaam son of Beor, am giving this
prophecy.

like lionesses that are resting.
No one would dare to arouse them!

God will bless everyone who blesses you
This prophecy that I speak is as a man Israelites,
who sees what will happen in the future
and he will curse everyone who curses
clearly speaks.
you.”
4
I hear this message from God.
10
Then King Balak was extremely angry

I see a vision from the one who is with Balaam. He showed with his hands
all-powerful.
that he was very angry, and he shouted,
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saying, ”I summoned you here to curse my
he will wipe out the descendants of
enemies! Instead, you have blessed them Seth.
three times! 11 So now, get out of here! Go
18
The Israelites will occupy Edom,
back home! I said that I would pay you a
lot of money if you cursed them, but Yahand they will conquer their enemies
weh has prevented you from getting any who live near Mount Seir.
pay!”
The Israelite people will be victorious.
12
Balaam said to Balak, ”Do you not re19
A ruler will come who is a descendant
member what I told the messengers that
13
of
Jacob.
you sent to me? I said,
‘Even if Balak
would give me a palace ﬁlled with silver
He will get rid of the people who
and gold, I would not disobey Yahweh. I
still live in the city where Balaam ﬁrst met
cannot do anything bad or anything that
Balak.”
is good that he does not approve of.’ And
I told you that I could say only what Yah- 20 Then Balaam looked out over where the
weh says to me. 14 So yes, I will return to Amalek people group lived, and he prophmy people, but ﬁrst, allow me to tell you esied this,
what will happen to you Moab people in
”The Amalek people group were the
the future.”
greatest nation,
15
Then Balaam said this to Balak:
but they will be wiped out.”
”I, Balaam, son of Beor, am again giving
21
Then he looked out over the area where
a prophecy.
This prophecy that I speak is again as the Kenite people group lived, and he
a man who sees what will happen in the prophesied this,
future clearly speaks.
16

”You think that the place where you live
is secure

I hear a message from God;

I know things that God, who lives in
heaven, has revealed to me.
I see a vision from the one who is allpowerful.
My eyes are open as I prostrate myself
in front of him.

like a nest that is made in the cliffs,
22

but you will be wiped out

you.”
23

when the army of Assyria conquers

Balaam ended his prophecies by saying,

17

The things that I see in the vision are
”Also, who can survive when God does
not going to happen now.
all these things?
I see things that God will cause to
24
Ships will come from the Island of
happen in the future.
Cyprus ,
A man who is a descendant of Jacob will
appear like a star;

a king who holds a scepter will be one
of the Israelite people.

and the men in those ships will defeat
the armies of Assyria and Eber.
But God will get rid of those men, too.”

He will crush the heads of you people 25 Then Balaam and Balak returned to
their homes.
of Moab;
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Chapter 25
1

has has caused me to stop being angry
with the Israelite people, by being as eager as I am to stop this sinful behavior. I
was ready to get rid of all the Israelite people because I was extremely angry, but
Phinehas has prevented me from doing
12
that.
Now tell him that I am making a special peace agreement with him.
13
In this agreement, I am promising to
give to him and to his descendants the
right to be priests. I am doing this because he showed that he was very eager to
honor me, his God, by stopping this sinful
behavior. He has satisﬁed my holy righteousness against the sinfulness of Israel
by causing me to forgive them for their
sin.”

While the Israelites were camped at a
place called Acacia Grove, some of the
men became unfaithful to God by sleeping
with some of the women of the Moab people group who lived in that area. 2 Then
those women invited the men to come
when the sacriﬁces were being offered to
their gods. The Israelite men accepted.
They went to the feasts with the women
and worshiped the gods of the Moab people group. 3 By doing that, the Israelite
people joined the women in worshiping
the god Baal who the Moab people group
thought lived on Mount Peor. That caused
Yahweh to become very angry with his
14
The Israelite man who was killed with
people, and he sent a severe plague on
the
woman of the Moab people group
many of the Israelite people.
was named Zimri son of Salu, who was
4
Yahweh said this to Moses: “Seize all the the leader of a family from the tribe of
leaders of those who are doing this and ex- Simeon. 15 The woman’s name was Kozbi.
ecute them while I am watching. Do that She was the daughter of Zur, who was the
in the daytime. After you do that, I will no leader of one of the clans of the Midian
longer be angry with the Israelite people.” people group.
5

So Moses said to the other Israelite lead- 16 Then Yahweh said to Moses, 17 ”Take
ers, “Each of you must execute your men your men and attack the Midian people
who have joined others in worshiping group and kill them. 18 They have beBaal.”
come your enemies, because they tricked
6
But later, while many people were cry- you Israelite people and induced many of
ing at the entrance of the sacred tent, one you to worship Baal, and because one of
of the Israelite men brought a woman your men slept with Kozbi, who was the
from the Midian people group into his tent daughter of a leader of the Midian peoand started to sleep with her. Moses and ple group. She was killed at the time the
all the people heard of it. 7 When Phine- plague started because of the people who
has, who was a grandson of Aaron, heard sinned at Mount Peor.”
8
this, he grabbed a spear.
Then he
rushed into the man’s tent. He thrust the
spear completely through the man’s body
and into the woman’s belly and killed both
of them. When he did that, the plague that 1
After the plague ended, Yahweh said to
had started to strike the Israelites stopped.
Eleazar and Moses, 2 “Count all the people
9
But twenty-four thousand people had alof Israel again. Write down the names of
ready died from that plague.
all the men who are at least 20 years old
10
11
Then Yahweh said to Moses,
”Phine- who are able to ﬁght in battles, along with

Chapter 26
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their family names.” 3 So while the Israelites were on the plains of Moab, by the
Jordan across from Jericho, Eleazar and
Moses told this to the Israelite leaders, 4
“Write down the names of all the Israelite
men who are at least 20 years old, as Yahweh has commanded us.”

the Zerahites descended from his son
Zerah,
The Israelite leaders counted 22,200
men from the tribe of Simeon.
15-18

These are the descendants of Gad:

the Zephonites descended from his son
So they did that, and this is a record of all Zephon,
the descendants of Jacob who came out of the Haggites descended from his son
Egypt who were still alive.
Haggi,
5-7

These are the descendants of the Shunites descended from his son
Reuben, Jacob’s oldest son:
Shuni,
the Hanokites descended from his son the Oznites descended from his son Ozni,
Hanok,
the Erites descended from his son Eri,
the Palluites descended from his son the Arodites descended from his son Arod,
Pallu,
The Israelite leaders counted 40,500
the Hezronites descended from his son men from the tribe of Gad.
Hezron,
19-22
Judah’s sons, Er and Onan, died
The Israelite leaders counted 43,730 in Canaan before they had any children.
men from the tribe of Reuben. 8 Pallu’s These are the descendants of Judah:
son was Eliab 9 and his grandsons were
the Shelanites descended from his son
Nemuel, Dathan and Abiram. Dathan
Shelah,
and Abiram were the leaders who joined
with Korah to conspire against Aaron and the Perezites descended from his son
Perez,
Moses and rebelled against Yahweh.
10

But the earth opened up and swallowed
them and Korah. Yahweh also sent a ﬁre
that burned up 250 men who supported
those three men. That was a warning to
all the Israelite people that they should respect and obey the leaders whom Yahweh
had appointed. 11 But the descendants of
Korah did not die on that day.
12-14

Simeon:

Perez was the father of Hezron and
Hamul.
The Hezronites descended from Hezron,
The Israelite leaders counted 76,500
men from the tribe of Judah.
23-25

Issachar:

These are the descendants of

These are the descendants of the Tolaites descended from his son Tola,
the Puites descended from his son Puah,

the Nemuelites descended from his son the Jashubites descended from his son
Nemuel,
Jashub,
the Jaminites descended from his son
The Israelite leaders counted 64,300
Jamin,
men from the tribe of Issachar.
26-27
These are the descendants of
the Jakinites descended from his son
Zebulun:
Jakin,
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38-41
the Seredites descended from his son
These are the descendants of
Sered,
Benjamin:

the Elonites descended from his son Elon, the Belaites descended from his son Bela,
The Israelite leaders counted 60,500 the Ashbelites descended from his son
Ashbel,
men from the tribe of Zebulun.
28-29
The sons of Joseph are Manasseh the Ahiramites descended from his son
and Ephraim. These are the descendants Ahiram,
of Manasseh:

the Shuphamites descended from his son
Shephupham,

Makir was the father of Gilead.
30-32

Gilead:

Theses are the descendants of

the Iezerites descended from his son
Iezer,
the Helekites descended from his son
Helek,

man.

Bela was the father of Ard and Naa-

The Ardites descended from his son Ard,
The Israelite leaders counted 45,600
men from the tribe of Benjamin.
42-43

These are the descendants of Dan:

The Israelite leaders counted 64,400
the Asrielites descended from his son Asmen
from
the tribe of Dan.
riel,
44-47
These are the descendants of
the Shechemites descended from his son
Asher:
Shechem,

the Imnites descended from his son Imthe Shemidaites descended from his son
nah,
Shemida,
the Ishvites descended from his son Ishvi,
33-34
Hepher’s son ZelopheBeriah had two sons, Heber and
had did not have any sons, but he had
ﬁve daughters—Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Malkiel.
Milkah, and Tirzah.
The Heberites descended from his son
The Israelite leaders counted 52,700 Heber
men from the tribe of Manasseh, who was the Malkielites descended from his son
one of the sons of Joseph.
Malkiel.
35-37

Ephriam:

These are the descendants of

The Israelite leaders counted 53,400
men from the tribe of Asher.

48-50
These are the descendants of
the Shuthelahites descended from his son
Napthali:
Shuthelah,

the Becherites descended from his son the Jahzeelites descended from his son
Jahzeel,
Becher,
These are the descendents of Shuthe- the Gunites descended from his son Guni,
lah:

the Jezerites descended from his son
Jezer,
The Israelite leaders counted 32,500
The Israelite leaders counted 45,400
men from the tribe of Ephraim, who was
men from the tribe of Naphtali.
Joseph’s other son.
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51

The total of the Israelite men whom pened. The only ones who were still alive
the leaders counted was 601,730.
were Jephunneh’s son Caleb and Nun’s
son Joshua.
52
Then Yahweh said to Moses, 53 ”Divide
Canaan land among the tribes. Distribute
the land according to the number of people in each tribe that are on your lists.
54-56
Decide by casting lots to determine
which group will get which area, but give
the largest areas to the groups with the 1 One day the ﬁve daughters of Zelophemost people.”
had came to Moses. They were Mahlah,
2
57
The leaders also counted the male de- Noah, Hoglah, Milkah, and Tirzah. They
scendants of Levi. They were in clans de- came to the entrance of the sacred tent
scended from Gershon, Kohath, and Mer- and stood in front of Eleazar, Moses, the
and many other Israelite
ari. 58 These also included people from tribal leaders,
3
the clans of Libni, Hebron, Mahli, Mushi, people. They said, ”Our father died durand Korah. All of them were descendants ing the time that we were in the desert,
of Levi. Kohath was the ancestor of Am- and he did not have any sons. But he
ram, 59 whose wife was Jochebed. She was not among those who supported Koalso was a descendant of Levi, but she rah, who rebelled against Yahweh, and he
was born in Egypt. She and Amram had died because of4his own sin. He did not
two sons, Aaron and Moses, and their have any sons. Why should the name of
60
Aaron’s sons his clan disappear because our father had
older sister Miriam.
were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. no sons? So give us some land like our fa61
But Nadab and Abihu died when they ther’s relatives will be getting!”

Chapter 27

burned incense for a sacriﬁce to Yahweh 5 So Moses asked Yahweh what to do about
in a way that disobeyed what Yahweh had their case. 6 And Yahweh replied, 7 ”What
commanded.
the daughters of Zelophehad are request62
The leaders counted twenty-three thou- ing is right. You must give them some land,
sand men from the descendants of Levi just as you are giving to their father’s relwho were at least one month old. But atives. Give to each of them some of the
these men were not counted when the land that would have been given to their
rest of the Israelite people were counted, brothers if they had any.
because were not given any land at that 8
Also tell this to the Israelite people: ’If a
time.
man who has no sons dies, give the things
63
Those were the men whom Eleazar that his sons would have inherited to his
and Moses said should be counted. They daughters. 9 If the man has no sons or
counted the Israelite people on the plains daughters, give to his brothers the things
of Moab, on the east side of the Jordan that his sons and daughters would have
River, across from Jericho. 64 None of inherited. 10 If the man had no brothers,
the men whom they counted were on the give to his father’s brothers the things that
lists that were made by Aaron and Moses his sons or daughters or brothers would
when the Israelites were in the wilder- have inherited. 11 If the man’s father has
65
ness of Sinai.
They were told what no brothers, give to his closest relative the
Yahweh had said. He said, “They will all things that the others would have inherdie in this desert,” and that is what hap- ited.’ That will be a rule for the Israelite
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people, because I am giving this as a com- him to do.
mand to you, Moses, to tell them.”
12

One day, Yahweh said to Moses, ”Climb
to the top of the Abarim mountains east of
the Jordan River. Then look out over the
land that I am giving to the Israelite people. 13 After you have seen it, you will die
just like your older brother Aaron did. 14
The reason that you will die and not enter that land is that you both disobeyed
my instructions in the wilderness of Zin.
When the Israelite people rebelled against
me there at Meribah, near Kadesh, I told
you to speak to the rock to cause water to
ﬂow out of it. But because you struck the
rock instead of speaking to it, you did not
show the people my holy power.”
15

Then Moses said this to Yahweh, 16 ”Yahweh, you are the God who directs the spirits of all people. So please appoint a new
leader for the Israelite people. 17 Appoint
someone who will lead your people when
they go to ﬁght a battle, so that they will
not just wander around like sheep that do
not have a shepherd.”
18

Yahweh replied, ”Get Joshua son of Nun,
who has my Spirit within him. Lay your
hands on him to appoint him. 19 Cause
him to stand in front of Eleazar the priest,
as all the people are watching, and commission him to be the new leader of the
Israelite people. 20 Give to him some of
the authority that you now have, in order
that all the Israelite people will know that
they must obey him. 21 When you all need
me to guide you, Joshua will stand in front
of Eleazar. Then by casting lots Eleazar
will determine what they should do. At
Joshua’s command all people of Israel will
mobilize themselves together.”

Chapter 28
1

Yahweh said this to Moses, 2 ”Tell this to
the Israelite people, ’Bring to me the offerings that will be burned on the altar.
When they are burned, the smell will be
very pleasing to me. And tell them that
they must bring them at the proper time.
3
Tell them that what they must bring to
me each day are two male lambs that are
one year old. They must have no defects.
They must be completely burned on the altar. 4 They should bring one in the morning and the other early in the evening. 5
They must also bring a ﬂour offering of
two liters of ﬁnely-ground ﬂour, mixed
6
with a liter of olive oil.
That is the
offering that they must bring every day.
They started to bring those offerings while
you were at Mount Sinai. When those offerings are burned on the altar, the smell
will be very pleasing to me. 7 When they
burn each lamb, they must also pour on
the sacred altar in the holy place one liter
of wine. 8 In the evening, when they offer
the second lamb, they must also bring the
same offerings of ﬂour and wine as they
burned in the morning. When they are
burned, the smell will also be very pleasing to me.
9

On each Sabbath, you must bring two
male lambs that have no defects. Also
bring a ﬂour offering of four and one-half
liters of ﬁnely ground ﬂour mixed with
olive oil and a wine offering of four and
one-half liters of wine. 10 Those are the offerings that are to be burned on the altar
each Sabbath. Those are in addition to the
22
So Moses did what Yahweh commanded.
offerings of two lambs and wine that you
He presented Joshua to Eleazar and to
must bring each day.
all the Israelite people. 23 Moses laid his
hands on him and commissioned him to 11 On the ﬁrst day of each month you must
do the work that Yahweh told Moses to tell bring to me an offering of two young bulls,
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one male sheep, and seven male lambs
that are one year old. All of these must be
without defects. They must all be burned
completely on the altar. 12 Also bring with
each bull an offering of six liters of ﬁnelyground ﬂour mixed with olive oil. With
each male sheep make an offering of four
liters of nice ﬂour mixed with olive oil.
13
Also bring an offering of two liters of
ﬁnely-ground ﬂour mixed with olive oil
with each lamb. When all of these are
burned on the altar, the smell will be very
14
pleasing to me.
With each bull also
bring two liters of wine. With each male
sheep, bring one and one-ﬁfth liters of
wine. With each lamb bring one liter of
wine. These offerings must be brought on
the ﬁrst day of each month and burned
completely on the altar. 15 In addition to
these offerings that you burn, you must
bring to me one goat for an offering to remove the guilt of your sins.
16

The Passover festival must be celebrated to honor me each year on the fourteenth day of your ﬁrst month. 17 The Festival of Unleavened Bread will start on the
next day. For the following seven days,
the bread that you eat must be made without yeast. 18 On the ﬁrst day of that festival, you must gather together to worship
me, and you must not do any regular work
that you would normally do. 19 On that
day, you must bring to me for an offering
that will be completely burned on the altar two young bulls, one male sheep, and
seven male lambs that are one year old.
They must all have no defects. 20 With
each of these bulls, bring a grain offering
of six liters of ﬁnely-ground ﬂour mixed
with olive oil. With the male sheep, bring
a grain offering of four liters of ﬁnely
ground ﬂour mixed with olive oil. 21 With
each of the seven lambs, bring an offering
of two liters of ﬁnely-ground ﬂour mixed
with olive oil. 22 Also bring one goat for a
sacriﬁce to make atonement for your sin.

23

Bring these offerings in addition to the
offerings that you bring each morning. 24
The smell of the grain that is burned on
the altar each day for seven days will be
very pleasing to me. Bring the grain in
addition to the animals and the wine that
you burn on the altar. 25 On the seventh
day of that festival, you must again gather
together to worship me, and you must not
do any regular work that you would normally do.
26

On the day of the Harvest festival, when
you bring to me the ﬁrst grain that you
have harvested, you must gather together
to worship me. Do not do any regular
work that you would normally do on that
day. 27 Bring to me two young bulls, one
male sheep, and seven male lambs that
are one year old. When they are completely burned on the altar, the smell will
be very pleasing to me. 28 Also bring a
ﬂour offering of ﬁnely ground ﬂour mixed
with olive oil. For each bull bring ﬁve and
three-quarters of a liter, and with each
male sheep bring three and four-ﬁfths
liters. 29 For each of the lambs bring two
liters. 30 Also sacriﬁce one male goat to
make atonement for your sins. 31 Bring
these offerings and the offering of wine
in addition to the animals and ﬂour that
you burn on the altar each day. And remember that the animals that you sacriﬁce must have no defects.’”

Chapter 29
1

”Each year, gather together to worship
me on the ﬁrst day of your seventh month,
and do not do any regular work that you
would normally do on that day. On that
day the priests must blow their trumpets.
2

When the offerings on the altar on
that day are being completely burned, the
smell will be very pleasing to me. The ani-
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mals that you must bring are one young
bull, one male sheep, and seven male
lambs that are one year old. They must
3
have no defects.
With these animals
bring a grain offering of ﬁnely ground
ﬂour mixed with olive oil. With the bull,
bring ﬁve and three-quarters liters. With
the male sheep, bring three and four-ﬁfths
liters, 4 and with each of the seven lambs
bring two liters. 5 Also offer one male goat
to atone for your sins. 6 All of those animals will be in addition to the animals
that are completely burned on the altar
each morning and on the ﬁrst day of each
month. The offerings of ﬂour and wine
must be made exactly as I have decreed
that you are to do. When these offerings
are burned, the smell will be very pleasing
to me.
7

”Each year, on the tenth day of your seventh month, you must gather together to
worship me. Do not eat any food or do any
work on that day. 8 When you burn offerings on the altar on that day, the smell will
be very pleasing to me. The animals that
you must bring are one young bull, one
male sheep, and seven male lambs that
are one year old. They must have no defects. 9 With the bull, bring a ﬂour offering of ﬁve and three-quarters liters of
ﬁnely ground ﬂour mixed with olive oil.
With the male sheep, bring three and fourﬁfths liters. 10 With each of the lambs,
bring two liters. 11 Also bring one male
goat to remove the guilt of your sins, and
the animals and ﬂour and wine that you
burn on the altar each day to atone for
your sins. Those offerings will be in addition to the animals and ﬂour and wine
that are completely burned on the altar
each day.

that day. You must continue to celebrate
for seven days. 13 When the offerings are
burned on the altar, the smell will be very
pleasing to me. The animals that you must
bring are thirteen young bulls, two male
sheep, and fourteen male lambs that are
one year old. These animals must have
14
no defects.
With each of the thirteen bulls, bring a ﬂour offering of ﬁve
and three-quarters liters of ﬁnely-ground
ﬂour mixed with olive oil. With each of
the male sheep, bring three and four-ﬁfths
liters. 15 With each of the fourteen lambs,
bring two liters. 16 Also bring one male
goat to be sacriﬁced to remove the guilt of
your sins, in addition to the offerings of
animals and ﬂour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.
17

On the second day of the festival, you
must bring to the altar twelve young bulls,
two rams, and fourteen lambs that are one
year old. These animals must have no defects. 18 Bring also with the animals the
offerings of ﬂour and wine that are required. 19 Also offer one male goat; sacriﬁce it to remove the guilt of your sins.
These animals will be in addition to the offerings of animals and ﬂour and wine that
are completely burned on the altar each
day.
20

On the third day of the festival, you
must bring to the altar eleven young bulls,
two rams, and fourteen lambs that are one
year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar,
and their smell will please me. 21 Bring
also with the animals the offerings of ﬂour
and wine that are required. 22 Also offer
one male goat to be sacriﬁced to remove
the guilt of your sins. These animals will
be in addition to the offerings of animals
and ﬂour and wine that are completely
12
On the ﬁfteenth day of your seventh
burned on the altar each day.
month, you must all gather together to
worship me. You must not do any regu- 23 On the fourth day of the festival, you
lar work that you would normally do on must bring to the altar ten young bulls,
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two rams, and fourteen lambs that are one
year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar,
and their smell will please me. 24 Bring
also with the animals the offerings of ﬂour
and wine that are required. 25 Also offer
one male goat to be sacriﬁced to remove
the guilt of your sins. These animals will
be in addition to the offerings of animals
and ﬂour and wine that are completely
burned on the altar each day.
26

On the ﬁfth day of the festival, you must
bring to the altar nine young bulls, two
rams, and fourteen lambs that are one
year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar,
and their smell will please me. 27 Bring
also with the animals the offerings of ﬂour
and wine that are required. 28 Also offer
one male goat to be sacriﬁced to remove
the guilt of your sins. These animals will
be in addition to the offerings of animals
and ﬂour and wine that are completely
burned on the altar each day.
29

one male goat to be sacriﬁced to remove
the guilt of your sins. These animals will
be in addition to the offerings of animals
and ﬂour and wine that are completely
burned on the altar each day.
35

Eight days after the start of that festival, you must again gather together to
worship me; you must not do any regular work that you would normally do on
that day. 36 On that day, you must bring to
the altar one bull, one full-grown ram, and
seven lambs that are one year old. These
animals must have no defects. They must
all be burned on the altar, and their smell
will please me. 37 Bring also with the bull
and the male sheep and each of the lambs
the offerings of ﬂour and wine that are required. 38 Also offer one male goat to be
sacriﬁced to remove the guilt of your sins.
These animals will be in addition to the offerings of animals and ﬂour and wine that
are completely burned on the altar each
day.
39

At your festivals, these are the offerings that you must bring to me: The offerings that will be completely burned on
the altar, the grain offerings, the wine offerings, and the offerings to restore fellowship with me. Those are in addition to the
offerings that you give to me because you
promised to do something, and other special offerings that you want to give to me.”

On the sixth day of the festival, you
must bring to the altar eight young bulls,
two rams, and fourteen lambs that are one
year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar,
and their smell will please me. 30 Bring
also with the animals the offerings of ﬂour
and wine that are required. 31 Also offer
one male goat to be sacriﬁced to remove 40 Then Moses told to the Israelite peothe guilt of your sins. These animals will ple all the things that Yahweh had combe in addition to the offerings of animals manded him.
and ﬂour and wine that are completely
burned on the altar each day.
32

Chapter 30

On the seventh day of the festival, you
must bring to the altar seven young bulls,
two rams, and fourteen lambs that are one 1
Moses spoke with the leaders of the Isyear old. These animals must have no deraelite tribes. He told them these comfects. They must all be burned on the altar,
mands that Yahweh had given to him:
and their smell will please me. 33 Bring
also with the animals the offerings of ﬂour 2 ”If a man solemnly promises Yahweh
and wine that are required. 34 Also offer that he will do something, he must do
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what he promised.

Yahweh will punish.”

If a young woman who is still living with 16 Those are the rules that Yahweh gave
her parents solemnly promises to Yahweh to Moses for husbands and wives, and for
to do something, 4 and if her father hears young women who are still living with
about what she promised, and if he does their parents.
not say anything to her, she must do what
she promised. 5 And if her father hears
about all she promised to do, but he says
nothing to her, then she must keep all the
promises she made.
1
Yahweh spoke to Moses and said, 2 “Tell
6
If her father overrules her on the day the Israelite people that they should pay
he hears all the vows she made and back the Midian people group for what
her solemn promises with which she has they did to you. After that happens, you
bound herself, then they will stand. Yah- will die.”
weh will forgive her because her father 3
So Moses said to the people, ”Get some
had overruled her. 7 If she marries a husmen prepared for battle. Yahweh will enband while under the vows, or she makes
able them to pay back the Midian people
rash utterances by which she obligates
group for what they did to us. 4 Select a
herself, they will stand. 8 But if her husthousand men from each tribe to ﬁght.”
band stops her on the day that he hears 5
So twelve thousand men prepared for
about it, then he cancels the vow that she
ﬁghting in the battle, one thousand from
has made, the rash talk of her lips with
6
each tribe.
When Moses sent them
which she has bound herself. Yahweh will
to the battle, Phinehas son of Eleazar the
release her.
priest, went with them. He took with him
9
If a widow or a woman who has been some of the things from the sacred tent
divorced makes a promise, she must do and the trumpets that would be blown to
what she promised.
give the signal to start the battle.
3

Chapter 31

10

If a woman who is married promises
to do something, 11 and if her husband
hears about it but does not object, she
must do what she promised. 12 But if he
hears about it and does not allow her to
do that, she does not need to do what she
promised, and Yahweh will forgive her for
not doing it. 13 A woman’s husband may
require her to do what she has promised,
or he may not allow her to do what she
has promised. 14 If he does not object for
several days after he hears about it, she
must do what she promised. 15 But if he
waits a long time after she has promised
to do something and then he tells her that
he will not permit her to do it, if she does
not do what she promised, she will not be
punished. Her husband is the one whom

7

The Israelite men fought the soldiers
from the Midian people group, as Yahweh
had told Moses to tell them to do, and they
killed every man from the Midian people
group. 8 Among those whom they killed
were the ﬁve kings of the Midian people
group—Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba.
They also killed Balaam with a sword son
of Beor. 9 They captured all the women
and children of the Midian people group
and took away their cattle, their ﬂocks of
sheep, and herds of goats, and all their
other possessions. 10 Then they burned
down all the houses in the towns and villages where the people of the Midian people group lived. 11 But they took home
with them all the women and children
and animals and possessions. 12 They

219

NUMBERS
brought all these to Eleazer and Moses,
and to the rest of the Israelite people who
were at their camp on the plains of Moab,
near the Jordan River, across from Jericho.
13
Eleazar and all the leaders of the people
and Moses went outside the camp to greet
them.

to become acceptable to God. The things
that would burn if you put them in a ﬁre,
sprinkle them with that water. 24 On the
seventh day, wash your clothes, and then
you will become acceptable to God again.
After you do that, you may return to the
camp.”

Yahweh also said to Moses, 26 ”Write
down a list of all the goods, the women,
and the animals that were captured in the
battle. 27 Then tell Eleazar and the leaders of the family groups that they must
they must divide all those things between
the men who fought in the battle and the
28
From the men
rest of the people.
who fought in the battle, take one from
every ﬁve hundred people and from every ﬁve hundred cattle and donkeys and
sheep, to be a tax for me. 29 Take these
things to Eleazar to be my share as the
offering presented to me. 30 And from
the other things, take one item from every ﬁfty. That includes people, cattle,
donkeys, sheep, goats, and other animals.
Give those things to the descendants of
Levi who take care of my sacred tent.” 31
19
All of you who have killed someone or
So Eleazar and Moses did what Yahweh
touched the corpse of someone who was
commanded.
killed in the battle must stay outside the
camp for seven days. On the third day and 32-35 There were 675,000 sheep, seventyon the seventh day, you must perform the two thousand cattle, sixty-one thousand
ritual to enable you to become acceptable donkeys, and thirty- virgins that they had
to God again. 20 You must also wash your captured from the Midian people group.
clothes and anything that you took to the 36
The men who fought in the battle took
battle that is made of leather or goat’s hair
337,000 sheep from the battle, 37 and they
or wood.”
gave 675 of them to Yahweh. 38 They took
21
Then Eleazar said to the soldiers who thirty-six thousand cattle and gave 72 of
had returned from the battle, ”This is them to Yahweh. 39 They took 30,500 donwhat Yahweh has instructed Moses. 22 You keys, and they gave 61 of them to Yahweh.
must put into a ﬁre any gold or silver or 40 They took sixteen thousand virgins, and
bronze or iron or tin or lead things that they gave 32 of them to Yahweh.
you brought back from the battle. 23 Put 41
Moses gave to Eleazar all the animals
everything that will not burn into the ﬁre,
that had been presented to Yahweh, as
and then they will be acceptable for you
Yahweh had commanded.
to use. But also sprinkle those things with
the water that causes things and people 42-46 Moses separated what those who had
14

But Moses was angry with some of
the men who had returned from the battle. He was angry with the army oﬃcers,
those men who were commanders over
thousands of men and those who were
commanders over hundreds of men. 15
He asked them, ”Why did you allow the
women to live? 16 They are the ones who
did what Balaam suggested and urged our
people to worship Baal instead of Yahweh.
As a result, Yahweh caused a plague to
strike his people while they were at Peor.
17
So, now you must kill all the boys of the
Midian people group, and also kill all the
women who have slept with any man. 18
Spare only the girls who are virgins. You
can keep them to be your wives or your
slaves.

25
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fought in the battle received from what
the other people received. The people received 337,500 sheep, thirty-six thousand
cattle, 30,500 donkeys, and sixteen thousand virgins. 47 From what the people
received, Moses took one from every ﬁfty
items and gave them to Yahweh. That included animals and people. As Yahweh
commanded, Moses gave them all to the
descendants of Levi who took care of the
sacred tent.
48

Then the army oﬃcers, those who were
commanders over thousands of men and
those who were commanders over hundreds of men, they came to Moses. 49 They
said, ”We, who are your servants, have
counted the soldiers whom we command,
and we found that none of them is miss50
ing.
So to thank Yahweh for that,
we have brought to him a gift of the gold
items that we found after the battle, gold
arm bands and bracelets and rings, earrings and necklaces. We hope that this
will atone for our sins.”
51

So Eleazar and Moses accepted the gold
52
items that they brought.
The total
of the offering they presented weighed
about one hundred and ninety one kilograms. 53 Each soldier had taken these
things for himself. 54 Eleazar and Moses
accepted these gold items from these commanders and put them in the sacred tent
to remind the Israelite people about how
Yahweh had helped them defeat the Midian people group.

Chapter 32
1

The people of the tribes of Reuben and
Gad had a lot of livestock. They saw that
the land near the city of Jazer and the region of Gilead east of the Jordan River had
good grass for the animals to graze on. 2 So
their leaders came to Eleazar and the lead-

ers of the people and Moses. They said, 3
”We have a great amount of livestock. 4
Yahweh has enabled us Israelites to capture some land that is very good for animals to graze on—the land near the towns
of Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon. 5 If
it pleases you, we would like this land to
be ours, instead of land on the other side
of the Jordan River.”
6

Moses replied to the leaders of the tribes
of Gad and Reuben, ”It is not right for
your fellow Israelites to go to ﬁght in wars
and you stay here! 7 If you do that, you
will cause the other Israelites to be discouraged, with the result that they will
not cross the Jordan River to the land that
Yahweh is giving to them. 8 Our ancestors did the same kind of thing. I sent
them from Kadesh Barnea to see what the
land of Canaan was like. 9 They went as
far as Eshcol Valley, but when they saw
the huge people in the land, they returned
and caused the Israelite people to be discouraged saying, ‘We should not try to enter the land that Yahweh said that he is giving to us.’ 10 So Yahweh became very angry with them, and he solemnly declared
this, 11-12 ‘From all the people who came
out of Egypt, the only ones who are at least
twenty years old who will see the land
that I promised to give to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, are Jephunneh’s son Caleb and
Nun’s son Joshua, because they trusted
me completely. None of the other people
who came out of Egypt will even see that
land, because they have not completely
13
So Yahweh
believed in my power.’
was angry with the Israelite people, and
as a result he has caused us to wander in
this desert for forty years. Finally, all the
people who had sinned against Yahweh
by refusing to trust him died, one by one.
14
And you are acting like your ancestors
did! You sinful Israelite people are going
to cause Yahweh to be more angry with
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you than he was with our ancestors! 15 If dan River and ﬁght for Yahweh, just as
you stop trusting him, he will cause you you, our leader, have said.”
and all your fellow Israelites to stay longer 28
So Moses gave instructions about them
in the desert, and he will get rid of all of
to Eleazar, Joshua, and the leaders of the
you!”
Israelite tribes. 29 Moses said to them,
16
Then the leaders of the tribes of Reuben ”If the men from the tribes of Gad and
and Gad said to Moses, ”First we will build Reuben prepare for battle and cross the
pens for our animals and build cities for Jordan River with you, in order to do what
our families here. 17 Then our families Yahweh desires and help you to take that
will live in strong cities with walls around land, give them the Gilead area to belong
them, and they will be safe from the peo- to them. 30 But if they do not take their
ple who live in this land. Then we will weapons and go with you prepared to
get ready to ﬁght battles. We will help the ﬁght, they will not receive this land. They
other Israelites to get land on the other will need to accept some land in Canaan,
side of the river. 18 We will not return like the rest of you will do.”
to our homes until every Israelite has re- 31
The leaders of the tribes of Gad and
ceived some land. 19 We will not take any
Reuben replied, ”We will do what you
land on the west side of the Jordan River,
have said and what Yahweh has said. 32
because our land will be here on the east
We will cross the river into Canaan land,
side.”
and we will do what Yahweh desires and
20
So Moses told them, ”I will tell you what be prepared for battle. But our land will
you must do. You must get ready to ﬁght be here on the east side of the Jordan
battles for Yahweh. 21 You must cross the River.”
Jordan River carrying your weapons. 22 33
So Moses agreed to give that land to the
After Yahweh helps us to take that land
tribes of Gad and Reuben and to half of
from the people who live there, you will
the tribe of Joseph’s son Manasseh. That
be permitted to return to your homes. You
land was previously the land where Sihon,
will have done what you have promised
the king of the Amor people group, ruled,
Yahweh and the Israelite people that you
and the land where Og, the king of Bashan
would do, and you may keep this land to
region, ruled, including its cities and surbe your own, given to you by Yahweh.
rounding land.
23
But if you do not do these things, you 34
The people of the tribe of Gad rebuilt
will be sinning against Yahweh, and he
Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 35 Atroth Shophan,
will punish you for that sin. 24 Now you
Jazer, Jogbehah, 36 Beth Nimrah, and Beth
can build cities for your families and pens
Haran cities.
Those were cities with
for your animals, but after doing that, you
strong walls around them. And they also
must do what you have promised.”
built pens for their sheep.
25
The leaders of the tribes of Gad and 37
The people of the tribe of Reuben rebuilt
Reuben replied, ”We will do what you
Heshbon, Elealeh, Kiriathaim, 38 Nebo,
have asked us to do, because you are our
Baal Meon, and Sibmah cities. When they
leader. 26 Our wives and children and
rebuilt Nebo and Baal Meon, they gave
our cattle and sheep and goats will stay
new names to those cities.
here in the cities of the Gilead area, 27 but
we will prepare to go to battle. We will 39 The descendants of Manasseh’s son
take our weapons and go across the Jor- Makir went to the region of Gilead and
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took it away from the Amor people group.
40
So Moses gave Gilead to the family of
Makir, and they started to live there. 41
Jair, who was also a descendant of Manasseh, went and captured the small towns
in that region, and he named them the
Towns of Jair. 42 A man named Nobah
went and captured the city of Kenath and
the nearby towns, and then he used his
own name to be the new name of that
area.

9

Then they left Marah and went to
Elim. There were twelve springs and seventy palm trees there. They set up their
tents there.
10

Then they left Elim and went to
the area near the Sea of Reeds and set up
their tents there.
11

Then they left the Sea of Reeds and
went near the wilderness of Sinai and set
up their tents there.
12

Chapter 33
1

Then they left the wilderness
of Sinai and went to Dophkah and set up
their tents there.
13

Then they left Dophkah and went
to Alush and set up their tents there.

Here is a list of the places where the
14
Then they left Alush and went and
Israelites went as Aaron and Moses led
2
them after they left Egypt. Yahweh com- set up their tents at Rephidim, where they
manded Moses to write down the names had no water to drink.
of the places where they went.
15
Then they left Rephidim and went
3
to
the
wilderness
of the Sinai and set up
On the ﬁfteenth day of the
ﬁrst month of the year, the day after they their tents there.
16
celebrated the Passover, they left the city
Then they left the wilderness of the
of Rameses in Egypt and marched boldly Sinai and went to Kibroth Hattaavah and
while the Egyptian army was coming be- set up their tents there.
hind them. 4 As they left, the people of
17
Then they left Kibroth Hattaavah
Egypt were still burying the bodies of their
ﬁrstborn sons. By killing them, Yahweh and went to Hazeroth and set up their
showed that the gods that the people of tents there.
18
Egypt worshiped were false gods.
Then they left Hazeroth and went
to Rithmah and set up their tents there.
5
After leaving Rameses, they
19
Then they left Rithmah and went
ﬁrst went to Succoth and set up their tents
to Rimmon Perez and set up their tents
there.
there.
6
Then they left Succoth and went to
20
Then they left Rimmon Perez
Etham, at the edge of the desert, and set
and went to Libnah and set up their tents
up their tents there.
there.
7
Then they left Etham and returned
21
Then they left Libnah and went to
to Pi Hahiroth, to the east of Baal Zephon,
Rissah
and
set up their tents there.
and set up their tents near Migdol.
22
Then they left Rissah and set up
8
Then they left Pi Hahiroth and
walked through the Sea of Reeds and con- their tents at Kehelathah.
23
Then they left Kehelathah; they
tinued three days into the Etham Desert,
went to Mount Shepher and set up their
and set their tents at Marah.
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40

tents there.

That was when the king of the city
of
Arad
heard that the Israelites were com24
Then they left Mount Shepher and
ing. Arad was in the southern wilderness
went to Haradah and set up their tents
in the land of Canaan, where the Canaan
there.
people group lived.
25
Then they left Haradah and went
41
The Israelites left Mount Hor and
to Makheloth and set up their tents there. went to Zalmonah and set up their tents
Then they left Makheloth and went there.
42
to Tahath and set up their tents there.
Then they left Zalmonah and went
to
Punon
and set up tents there.
27
Then they left Tahath and went to
26

Terah and set up their tents there.

43

28

Then they left Terah and went to
Mithcah and set up their tents there.

Then they left Punon and went to
Oboth and set up their tents there.
44

Then they left Oboth and went to
Iye Abarim, which was on the border of
29
Then they left Mithcah and went to the region of Moab, and set up their tents
Hashmonah and set up their tents there. there.
30
45
Then they left Hashmonah and went
Then they left Iye Abarim and went
to Moseroth and set up their tents there. to Dibon Gad and set up their tents there.
31

46
Then they left Moseroth and went to
Then they left Dibon Gad and set
Bene Jaakan and set up their tents there. up their tents at Almon Diblathaim.
47
Then they left Almon Diblathaim
Then they left Bene Jaakan and
went to Hor Haggidgad and set up their and went to the Abarim Mountains, near
Nebo and set up their tents there.
tents there.
32

48
Then they left the Abarim mounThen they left Hor Haggidgad and
tains
and
went to the plains of Moab, near
went to Jotbathah and set up their tents
the Jordan River, across from Jericho. 49
there.
They set up their tents there on the plains
34
Then they left Jotbathah and went of Moab. Their tents stretched for several
to Abronah and set up their tents there.
kilometers from Beth Jeshimoth to Abel
35
Then they left Abronah and went to Shittim.
33

Ezion Geber and set up their tents there.

50

36

Then they left Ezion Geber and
went to the wilderness of Zin and set up
their tents at Kadesh there.
37

Then they left Kadesh and went to
Mount Hor, at the border of Edom, and set
up their tents there. 38 Aaron the priest
obeyed Yahweh and climbed up the mountain. There he died, on the ﬁrst day of
their ﬁfth month, forty years after the Israelites left Egypt. 39 Aaron was 123 years
old when he died.

While we were there on the plains of
Moab near the Jordan River, across from
Jericho, Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
51
”Tell this to the Israelite people, ’When
you cross the Jordan River and enter the
region of Canaan, 52 you must force all the
people who live there to leave. Destroy
all their carved ﬁgures and all cast ﬁgures made of metal. Wreck all the places
where they worship their idols. 53 Take
their land from them and start to live
there, because I have given their land to
you for you to own.
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54

Divide up the land by casting lots to
decide which group will get which area.
Give the larger areas to the groups that
have more people, and give the smaller areas to the groups that have fewer people.
Each tribe will receive its own land. 55 If
you do not force the people who live there
to leave, they will cause you to have much
trouble. They will be like sharp hooks in
your eyes, and like thorns in your sides.
And they will bring trouble to you, in that
land where you will be living. 56 And then
I will punish you, as I had planned to punish them.’”

Hazar Enan and extend south to Shepham.
11
From there it will extend east of Ain to
Riblah and then along the hills that are
east of Galilee Lake. 12 Then the border
will extend south along the Jordan River
and end at the Dead Sea.
Those will be the borders around your
country.’”
13

So Moses told all that to the Israelite people. Then he said to them, ”That is the land
that you will receive. You must cast lots to
decide which area will go to each of the
nine and a half tribes, because Yahweh
has commanded that it should be divided
among them. 14 The tribes of Reuben, Gad,
and half of the tribe of Manasseh have already received the land in which they will
live. 15 They have received land on the
1
Yahweh said to Moses, 2 ”Tell this to east side of the Jordan River, across from
the Israelite people, ’You will soon enter Jericho.”
Canaan land, and it will become yours. 16
Then Yahweh said to Moses,
The following will be the borders of the
17
land. 3 On the south you will receive part
”These are the men who will diof the wilderness of Zin, near the border vide the land. First, Eleazar and Joshua, 18
of the region of Edom. On the east side, but other leaders from each of the twelve
the border will start at the south end of tribes will help them divide the land.
the Dead Sea.
19
From the tribe of Judah, appoint Jephun4
It will extend to a little south of the neh’s son Caleb.
Scorpion Pass, and extend west through
20
From the tribe of Simeon appoint Amthe wilderness of Sin and south of Kadesh
mihud’s son Shemuel.
Barnea. From there it will extend to
21
Hazar Addar and from there to Azmon. 5
From the tribe of Benjamin appoint
From Azmon it will extend west to the dry Kislon’s son Elidad.
riverbed at the border of Egypt and then
22
From the tribe of Dan appoint Jogli’s
to the Mediterranean Sea.
son Bukki.
6
The border on the west will be the
23
From the tribe of Manasseh appoint
Mediterranean Sea.
Ephod’s son Hanniel.
7
The border on the north will start from
24
From the tribe of Ephraim appoint
the Mediterranean Sea and extend west to
Shiphtan’s son Kemuel.
Mount Hor. 8 From there it will extend to
25
From the tribe of Zebulun appoint
Lebo Hamath and then to Zedad. 9 From
there the border will extend to Ziphron, Parnak’s son Elizaphan.
and it will end at Hazar Enan.
26
From the tribe of Issachar appoint
10
The border on the east will start at Azzan’s son Paltiel.

Chapter 34
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27

From the tribe of Asher appoint Sh- cities, and the tribes that have fewer cities
elomi’s son Ahihud.
will give fewer cities.”
28

From the tribe of Naphtali appoint 9 Yahweh also said to Moses, 10 ”Tell this
Ammihud’s son Pedahel.”
to the Israelite people, ’When you cross
29
Yahweh commanded that all those were the Jordan River and enter the region of
the men who should divide the region of Canaan, 11 you must choose some cities to
which people can run to be safe. If someCanaan among the Israelite people.
one kills another person, the one who
killed that person may run to one of those
cities and be safe. 12 One of the relatives
of the person who was killed may think he
must avenge his relative’s death by killing
1
Yahweh told this to Moses while the Is- the murderer. But in that city, the killer
raelites were on the plain in Moab near will be safe because the people in that city
the Jordan River, across from Jericho, 2 would kill those relatives if they tried to
”Tell the Israelite people that from the get revenge there. The man who killed
land that they will receive, they must give someone accidentally must be put on trial
to the descendants of Levi some cities in in a court. 13 You must set apart six cities
which they can live. They must also give to be cities to which someone who killed
3
them some land around these cities.
another person accidentally may run and
These cities will be for the descendants of be safe. 14 There must be three of these
Levi to live in, and around the cities will cities on the east side of the Jordan River
be land for their cattle and ﬂocks of sheep and three on the west side, in the region
and goats and other animals.
of Canaan. 15 Those six cities will be cities
4
The land that you give them for their ani- where Israelite people may run and be
mals must extend out for 457 meters from safe, and where foreigners and other peo5
Also measure ple who are living among you can also run
the walls of the cities.
920 meters in each direction out from the and be safe. Any of those people who acciwalls of each city. That additional land dentally kills someone may run to one of
will be land for their animals outside the these cities and be safe there.

Chapter 35

walls of the cities.
6

16-18

Six of the cities that you give to the descendants of Levi will be cities to which
people can run to be safe. If someone accidentally kills someone else, the one who
killed that person may run to one of those
cities to be safe. 7 You must also give to the
descendants of Levi forty-two other cities
and the land around those cities for their
animals. 8 The Israelite tribes who have
the most people must give them more
cities than the tribes who have fewer people give. Each tribe must give some of its
cities to the descendants of Levi, but the
tribes that have more land must give more

But you must consider that anyone
who kills another person with an iron
weapon or with a big rock or with a piece
of wood, is a murderer, and the one who
killed the other person must be executed.
19
A relative of the person who was murdered must be the one who executes the
murderer as soon as he ﬁnds him. 20 If
someone shoves another person over a
cliff or throws something at another person 21 or hits that person with his hand
and causes that person to die, if he did
it because he hated that person, then you
must consider that he is a murderer, and
must be executed. A relative of the per-
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son who was killed must be the one who person, the one who is accused may be exexecutes the murderer as soon as he ﬁnds ecuted only if there are people who saw
him.
him do it. There must be more than one
witness. No one is permitted to be exe22
But someone might accidentally shove
cuted if there was only one witness.
someone else, or he might accidentally
throw something at another person and 31 If there is a murderer who truly should
hit him, but not because he hates that be executed, do not spare his life by acperson. 23 Or he might drop a rock on cepting a ransom. He must be executed.
someone that he could not see. There is 32 If someone has run to a city where
a law for the one who does that did not he will be safe, do not allow him to give
plan to hurt anyone and did not hate the you money in order that you will permit
24
person who was killed.
That law is him to return to his home before the high
that the people of that city must decide priest dies.
whether the relative of the dead person
33
You must execute people who truly murhas the right to get revenge, or whether
the one who killed the other person truly der others. If you did not do that, you
did it accidentally. 25 If they decide that would be causing the people who live in
the killer planned to kill the other person, the land to become unacceptable to me.
they must not allow him to stay in their Anyone who deliberately kills an innocent
34
city. But if they decide that it was done person must be executed. I am Yahweh,
accidentally, they must protect the killer and I live among you Israelites, so do not
from being killed by the dead person’s rel- spoil the land by allowing people to murative. They must send the killer to one of der others without being punished.’”
the cities where he will be safe, and allow
him to stay there until the high priest dies.
After that, the killer may go back to his
home, because the dead person’s relative
1
no longer has the right to get revenge.
The family leaders of the clan of Gilead

Chapter 36

of the tribe of Manasseh went to Moses
and the other family leaders of the Israelite people. 2 They said to Moses, ”Yahweh commanded you, our leader, to apportion the land to the Israelite tribes by
casting lots to decide which group would
get which area. Yahweh also commanded
you to give the land that belonged to our
fellow Israelite Zelophehad to his daughters. 3 But if his daughters marry men
from the other Israelite tribes, that land
will no longer belong to our tribe. People of other tribes will get it. So some
of our land will no longer belong to us.
4
When the year of the celebration of Ju29
You must always obey these legal probilee comes, when all the land that has
ceedings, wherever you live.
been bought by someone is returned to its
30
If someone is accused of killing another original owners, the land that belonged to
26

But while the high priest is still living,
the person who is in that safe city must
not leave that city. 27 If he goes outside the
city, and if a relative of the dead person
ﬁnds him, that relative is permitted to kill
that person, and people will not consider
that the relative is guilty of murder. 28 The
killer must stay in that city where he will
be safe until the high priest dies. He will
be safe from revenge after that, because
the death of the high priest will be considered to be a sacriﬁce to atone for that murder. After that, the killer may return to his
home.
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Zelophehad will belong to the tribes of the
men that his daughters marry. So some of
our land, the land that we received from
our fathers, will be taken from us, and we
will never own it again.”
5

Yahweh told Moses what to reply to
them, so Moses said this to them, ”These
men from the tribe of Manasseh are right.
6
This is what Yahweh is saying to the
daughters of Zelophehad, ‘Each of you
may marry anyone you want to, but you
must marry only someone from your own
tribe.’ 7 In that way, the land that belongs
to Israelites will not be passed from one
tribe to another tribe. Each Israelite will
keep the land in the tribe that belonged to
his ancestors. 8 A woman who inherits
her father’s land may get married, but she
must marry someone from her own tribe.
In that way, every Israelite will keep the
land that belonged to his ancestors. 9 The
land must not be passed from one tribe
to another tribe. Each Israelite tribe must
keep the land that it received from its ancestors.”
10

Zelophehad’s daughters obeyed what
11
The ﬁve
Yahweh told Moses.
daughters—Mahlah,
Tirzah,
Hoglah,
Milkah and Noah—married their cousins,
their father’s relatives. 12 The men whom
they married were from the tribe of Manasseh, so their land continued to belong to
their father’s family and tribe.
13

Those were the commands and decrees
that Yahweh gave to Moses to tell to the
Israelites, while they were on the plains
of Moab, close to the Jordan River, across
from Jericho.
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that I would give it to them and to their
descendants. So now go and occupy it.’”
9

Chapter 1
1

In this book is written what Moses had
said to all the Israelites, after they had
set up their tents east of the Jordan—in
the desert plain along the Jordan—near
a place named Suph, between Paran on
one side of the Jordan River and the towns
of Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab
on the other side of the river. 2 To walk
from Mount Sinai to Kadesh Barnea, people usually travel for only eleven days,
going by way of the hill country called
Edom.
3

Forty years after the Israelites had left
Egypt, Moses told the Israelite people everything that Yahweh had commanded
him. 4 This was after they had defeated
Sihon, the king of the Amor people group,
who lived in the city of Heshbon, and Og,
the king of the region of Bashan, who lived
in towns of Ashtaroth and Edrei.
5

Moses told them these things while the
people were in Moab, on the east side of
the Jordan River. He explained to them
God’s instructions. This is what he said to
them:
6

”Yahweh our God said to us when we
were at Mount Sinai, ’You have stayed
for a very long time at the foot of this
mountain. 7 So now continue traveling.
Go to the hill country where the Amorites live and to the nearby areas—to the
plain along the Jordan, to the hill country,
to the western foothills, to the southern
Judean wilderness, to the Mediterranean
seacoast, to all the land of Canaan, to the
Lebanon mountains, and northeast to the
great Euphrates River. 8 I will give that
land to you. I, Yahweh, promised to your
ancestors Abraham and Isaac and Jacob

Moses also said to the people, ”When we
were still at Mount Sinai, I said to your
ancestors, ’It is a very big task for me to
govern all of you. I cannot do it by myself. 10 Yahweh our God has caused us
Israelites to become as numerous as the
stars in the sky. 11 And I hope that Yahweh,
the God whom our ancestors worshiped,
will cause us to become a thousand times
as numerous as we are now and that he
will bless us just like he promised to do. 12
But I certainly cannot deal with all of your
complaints and disputes. 13 So choose
some men from your tribes who are wise
and who have good sense and who are respected. Then I will appoint them to be
your leaders.’
14

Your ancestors replied, ‘What you have
suggested is good for us to do.’
15

So I took the wise and respected
men that your ancestors chose from your
tribes, and I appointed them to be your
leaders. I appointed some to rule over
one thousand people, some to have authority over one hundred people, some to
have authority over ﬁfty people, and some
to have authority over ten people. I also
appointed other oﬃcers from throughout
your tribes. 16 I instructed your leaders,
’Listen to the disputes that occur among
your people. Judge each dispute, including disputes between close relatives and
quarrels between your people and people
from other countries who live among you.
17
You must not play favorites. You must
treat poor people and important people
equally. You must not worry about what
anyone will think, because you will decide
matters as God wants you to. If any dispute is very diﬃcult and you are unable to
decide it, bring it to me, and I will decide.’
18
At that time I also told to you many other
things.”
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19

”Then, just like Yahweh our God commanded us, we left Mount Sinai and went
through that huge desert that is very dangerous, on the road to the hill country
where the Amor people group live. We
20
arrived at Kadesh Barnea.
I said to
your ancestors, ’We have now come to the
hill country where the Amor people group
live. This is part of the area that Yahweh
our God, the one whom our ancestors worshiped, is giving to us. 21 Note that Yahweh
our God is giving this land to us. So go and
occupy it as he commanded. Do not be at
all afraid.’

29

Then I said to your ancestors, ’Do not
be afraid at all of those people! 30 Yahweh our God will go ahead of you, and he
will ﬁght for you, just like you saw him do
for you in Egypt 31 and in the desert. You
saw how he brought you safely here, like
a man would carry his son. ’
32-33

I reminded them that he always went
ahead of them while they traveled in the
desert. He directed them by a pillar of ﬁre
during the night and a pillar of cloud during the day. He showed them places to
set up their tents. But in spite of what I
said, your ancestors would not trust Yah22
But your ancestors all came to me and weh our God.
said, ‘Before we go, we should ﬁrst send 34
Yahweh heard what they said, and he
some men there to explore the land, in orbecame angry. He solemnly declared, 35-36
der that they can return and tell us which
‘Caleb son of Jephunneh, will enter the
will be the best road to go there and what
land. He has obeyed me completely. So
kind of towns are there.’
I will give to him and to his descendants
23
I thought that it would be good to do some of the land that he explored. He is
that, so I chose twelve men, one man from the only one of all you people who will
each tribe. 24 They went up into the hill enter that land. None of these evil peocountry as far as Eshcol Valley, and they ple will ever see that good land which I
25
They picked solemnly promised to give to your ancesexplored all that area.
some of the fruit that they found there and tors.’
brought it to us. They reported that the 37
But because of what your ancestors did,
land that Yahweh our God was giving to
Yahweh was also angry with me. He said
us is very good.”
to me, ’You also will not go enter that land.
38
26
Joshua son of Nun, who is your helper,
”But your ancestors refused to go and
conquer that land. They rebelled against will enter it. Encourage him, because he is
what Yahweh our God had commanded the one who will enable you Israelite peothem to do, and they would not go into ple to occupy that land.’
that land. 27 Your ancestors stayed in their 39
Then Yahweh said to all of us, ’You
tents and complained. They said, ’Yahweh
said that your children would be captured
hates us. So he has brought us here from
by your enemies. Because they are very
Egypt just to allow the Amor people group
young, they do not yet know what is good
to destroy us. 28 We do not want to go
and what is evil. But they are the ones to
there. The men whom we sent there have
whom I will give that land, and they will
made us very discouraged. They have told
enter it and occupy it. 40 But as for you,
us that the people there are much stronger
turn around and go back into the desert,
and taller than we are, and that there are
toward the Sea of Reeds.’
very high walls around their towns. Also
they reported that they had seen giants 41 Then your ancestors replied, ‘We have
sinned; we have disobeyed Yahweh. So
there that are descendants of Anak.’
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we will go and attack the people who live
in that land, just as Yahweh our God has
commanded us to do.’ And each of their
men put on his weapons, and they thought
that it would be easy to invade the hill
country.

will be afraid of you, 5 but do not start to
ﬁght against them, because I am not going
to give you even a tiny bit of their land. I
have given that land to the descendants of
Esau. 6 When you travel near their land,
buy food and water from them.’

42

7

But Yahweh said to me, ‘Tell them, “Do
not go there and attack those people, because I will not go with you, and if you go,
you can be sure that your enemy will defeat you.” ’

Do not forget that Yahweh our God has
blessed you in everything that you have
done. He knows what has happened to
you while you have wandered in this huge
desert. But he has been with you during
43
So I said that to your ancestors, but those forty years, and as a result you have
they did not want to listen to what I said. had everything that you needed.
They again rebelled against what Yahweh 8 So we continued to travel. We avoided
commanded them to do. Their soldiers going through the hill country where the
proudly marched up into that hill coun- descendants of Esau live. We turned from
try. 44 Then the men of the Amor people the road that goes along the plain of the
group who lived in that region came out Jordan valley, and comes up from Ezion
of their towns and attacked those soldiers. Geber and Elath, and we traveled along
They chased your ancestors’ soldiers like a the desert road of Moab.
swarm of bees would chase a person, and
9
Yahweh said to me, ‘Do not bother the
they pursued their men south from Edom
people
of Moab, and do not start to ﬁght
and defeated them at the city of Hormah.
45
So your ancestors went back to Kadesh against them, because I am not going to
Barnea and cried out to request Yahweh give you any of their land. Do not forget
to help them, but he did not listen to them. that they are descendants of Abraham’s
He did not pay any attention to them. 46 nephew Lot, and I have given to them the
So we stayed there at Kadesh Barnea for a city of Ar.’”
long time.”
10
A large group of giants called Emim for-

Chapter 2
1

”Then we turned around and went
through the desert toward the Sea of
Reeds as Yahweh told us to do, and we
wandered in Edom for many years.
2

Then Yahweh said to me, 3 ’You have
been wandering around this hill country
for a long enough time. Now turn and
travel toward the north. 4 And tell the
people that they are about to travel near
the land that belongs to the descendants
of Esau, who are also descendants of Isaac.
They live in the hill country of Edom. They

merly lived there. They were as tall as the
giants who were descendants of Anak. 11
They and the descendants of Anak are also
called the Repha giants, but the people of
Moab call them Emim. 12 The Hor people group also formerly lived in the Edom
area, but the descendants of Esau chased
them out. They defeated and killed them
and settled in their land, just as the Israelite people later expelled their enemies
from the land that Yahweh gave to them.)
13

Moses also said to the Israelite people, ”Then we crossed the Zered Gorge,
as Yahweh told us to do. 14 It had been
thirty-eight years from the time we ﬁrst
left Kadesh Barnea until we crossed the
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Zered Gorge. During those years, all the
Israelite ﬁghting men of that generation
died, as Yahweh had solemnly said would
happen. 15 They died because Yahweh opposed them until he had gotten rid of all
of them.
16

After all the men who had been old
enough to ﬁght in wars had died, 17 Yahweh said to me, 18 ’Today you all must
travel through the region of Moab, near
Ar, their city. 19 When you come near the
border of the land where the Ammon people group live, do not bother them or start
to ﬁght against them. They are also descendants of Lot, so I am not going to give
you any of the land that I have given to
them.’”
20

(That region is also called the land of the
Repha giants, who formerly lived there.
The Ammon people group call them the
Zamzum group. 21 They were a large
and powerful group, who were as tall as
the descendants of Anak. But Yahweh
destroyed them, and the Ammon people
group drove them away and took their
land from them and started to live there.
22
Yahweh had done the same thing for
the descendants of Esau who live in the
hill country of Edom. He got rid of the
Hor people group, with the result that the
Edom people group took their land from
them and started to live there. They still
23
live there.
People who came from
the island of Crete got rid of the Av group
who previously lived in the land close to
the Mediterranean Sea, as far south as
Gaza. They took their land from them and
started to live there.)
24

”After we had gone through the region
of Moab, Yahweh said to us, ’Now cross the
Arnon River. I will help you to defeat the
army of Sihon, the king of the Amor people group, who lives in the city of Heshbon. So attack their army and start to take
their land from them. 25 Today I will be-

gin to cause everyone, everywhere, to be
afraid of you. Everyone who hears about
you will tremble and be terriﬁed.’
26

Then I sent messengers to go from the
desert, where we were, to King Sihon at
Heshbon. I told them to give this peaceful message to the king: 27 ’Please allow us
to travel through your land. We promise
that we will stay on the road; we will not
turn off to the right or to the left. 28 We
will pay for any food or water that you
allow us to buy. We want only to walk
through your country 29 until we cross the
Jordan River into the land that Yahweh
our God is giving to us. Do for us just as the
descendants of Esau who live in the Edom
area and the Moab people group did for us
when they allowed us to go through their
areas.’ 30 But King Sihon would not allow
us to go through his country. That was because Yahweh our God caused him to be
stubborn. The result was that Yahweh enabled us to defeat his army and take his
land, which we still live in.
31

Yahweh said to me, ‘Listen! I am about
to allow you to defeat Sihon’s army and to
take the people’s land from them. So start
to occupy it!’
32

Then Sihon came out of the city with all
his army to ﬁght against us at the town
of Jahaz. 33 But God enabled us to defeat
them, and we killed Sihon, his sons, and
34
all his soldiers.
We captured their
cities and destroyed them all. We killed
all the men and women and children; we
did not allow any of them to remain alive.
35
We took the valuable things that were
in the cities that we captured, and also
their cattle. 36 Yahweh our God enabled
us to capture all their towns from Aroer
in the south, which is at the edge of the
Arnon River Valley, to the region of Gilead
in the north. Some of their cities had walls
around them, but we were still able to
capture them. 37 But we did not go near
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the area where the Ammon people group
live, or the banks of the Jabbok River, or
the towns of the hill country, or any other
place where Yahweh our God told us not
to go.”

11
to Og’s kingdom.”
(Og was the last
king who was a descendant of the Repha
giants. His bed was made of iron. It was
four meters long and two meters wide. It
was in the city of Rabbah in the region of
Ammon.)

Chapter 3

12

1

”Then we turned north and went toward
the region of Bashan. Og, the king of that
area, and all his soldiers marched south to
ﬁght against us at the city of Edrei. 2 Yahweh said to me, ‘Do not be afraid of him,
because I will enable your army to defeat
him and all his army and to capture all
their land. Do to him what you did to Sihon, the king of the Amor people group,
who ruled in Heshbon.’
3

So Yahweh enabled us to defeat King Og
and all his army. We killed them all; we
did not allow any of them to remain alive.
4
There were sixty cities in that region of
Argob, in King Og’s kingdom of Bashan.
But we captured all of them. 5 All those
cities had high walls around them with
gates and bars. We also captured many
villages that did not have walls around
them. 6 We completely destroyed everything, just as we had done in the area that
King Sihon ruled. We killed all the men,
women, and children. 7 But from those
cities we took for ourselves all the livestock and other valuable things.

”From the land that we captured at that
time, I allotted to the tribes of Reuben and
Gad the land north of the city of Aroer
near the Arnon River, and some of the hill
country of Gilead, along with the nearby
cities. 13 The other part of Gilead and all
of Bashan, which was the region of Argob that King Og had ruled, I allotted to
half of the tribe of Manasseh.” (The entire region of Bashan is called the land of
the Repha giants.) 14 ”Jair, a man from
the tribe of Manasseh, conquered all of
Bashan as far north as the border of the
Geshur and Maacath territories. He gave
his own name to the villages there, and
they are still called the villages of Jair.
15

The northern part of the Gilead region
I allotted to the Machir clan, who are descendants of the tribe of Manasseh. 16 I allotted to the tribes of Reuben and Gad the
southern part of Gilead, extending south
to the Arnon River. The middle of the
river is the southern boundary. The northern boundary is the Jabbok River, which is
part of the border of region of Ammon. 17
The border extends from the plain along
the east side of the Jordan valley, from
Kinnereth in the north (known as the Sea
of Galilee), to the Sea of Arabah (known
8
So at that time we took from those two
as the Dead Sea) in the south, and to the
kings of the Amor people group all the
slopes of Mount Pisgah on the east.
land east of the Jordan River, from the
Arnon River gorge in the south to Mount 18 At that time, I told you three tribes,
Hermon in the north.” 9 (That mountain is ’Yahweh our God is giving you this land
called Sirion by the people of the city of east of the Jordan River, for you to ocSidon and is called Senir by the Amor peo- cupy. So now, your soldiers must take
ple group.) 10 “We captured all the towns their weapons and go across the Jordan
on the plateau, and all the region of Gilead, River ahead of the men from the other
and all of Bashan as far east as the cities Israelite tribes to help them to conquer
of Edrei and Salekah, which also belonged the land that God is going to give to them.
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19

But your wives and children and your
very numerous cattle must stay in the
towns that I have allotted to you. 20 Your
men must help your fellow Israelites until
Yahweh enables them to live there peacefully after they capture all the land that
Yahweh our God is giving to them on the
west side of the Jordan River, just like he
did for you here on the east side of the
river. After that, you all may return to this
land that I have allotted to you.’
21

29

So we remained in the Jordan River valley close to the town of Beth Peor.”

Chapter 4
1

”Now, you Israelite people, obey all the
rules and regulations that I will teach you.
If you do that, you will remain alive and
you will enter and occupy the land that
Yahweh, the God whom your ancestors
worshiped, is giving to you. 2 Do not add
anything to what I command you, and do
not take anything away from what I tell
you. Obey all the commands of Yahweh
our God that I am giving to you.

And I told Joshua, ’You have seen everything that Yahweh our God did to those
two kings, Sihon and Og. He will do the
same thing to the people who are now in
the land that you will be entering. 22 Do
not be afraid of those people, because Yah- 3 You have seen what Yahweh did at Baal
weh our God is the one who will ﬁght for Peor. He destroyed all the people who
you all.’”
worshiped the god Baal there, 4 but all of
23
”At that time, I earnestly prayed, saying you who faithfully continued to worship
24
’Yahweh our Lord, you have merely be- Yahweh our God are still alive today.
gun to show me that you are very great 5 Note that I have taught you all the rules
and to show me the powerful things that and regulations, just like Yahweh our God
you can do. There is certainly no god in told me to do. He wants you to obey them
heaven or on earth who can do the power- when you are living in the land that you
ful things that you have done. 25 So please are about to enter and occupy. 6 Obey
allow me to cross the Jordan River and them faithfully because, if you do that,
to see the good land on the east side, the you will show the people of other nations
beautiful hill country and the mountains that you are very wise. When they hear
in Lebanon.’
about all these laws, they will say, ‘The
26
But Yahweh was angry with me because people of this great 7nation of Israel are cerof what your ancestors had done, so he tainly very wise!’ Even if other nations
would not pay attention to me. Instead, he are great, there is none of them that has
to them as Yahweh
said, ’That is enough talk from you! Do not a god who is as near
8
our
God
is
to
us!
And
there is no other
talk to me about that again! 27 You will
climb up to the top of Mount Pisgah and nation, even if it is a great nation, that has
look toward the west and to the east, to- laws that are as just as the laws that I am
ward the north and to the south. You must speaking to you today.
look at it all carefully, because you will not
cross the Jordan River to see the land from
there. 28 But tell Joshua what he must do;
encourage him to be strong, because he is
the one who will lead the people across
the river so they can occupy the land that
you will see from the top of the mountain.’

9

But be very careful! Do not forget what
you have seen God do. Remember those
things as long as you are alive. Tell them
to your children and your grandchildren.
10
Tell them about the day that your ancestors stood in the presence of Yahweh our
God at Mount Sinai, when he said to me,
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‘Gather the people together, in order that
they can hear what I say. I want them to
learn to respect me and honor me for me
as long as they are alive, and I want them
to teach their children to do that also.’
11
Tell your children that your ancestors
came near to the foot of the mountain,
while the mountain burned with a ﬁre
that went up to the sky, and the mountain
was covered with dark clouds and black
smoke. 12 Then Yahweh spoke to your ancestors out of the middle of the ﬁre. Your
ancestors heard him speak, but they did
not see him. They only heard his voice.
13
And he declared to them his covenant
that he wants you also to obey. He gave
them the Ten Commandments. He wrote
those on two stone tablets. 14 Yahweh commanded me to teach all the rules and regulations to you, in order that you would
obey them in the land that you are about
to enter and occupy.
15

On the day that Yahweh spoke to your
ancestors at Mount Sinai, they did not see
him. So be careful! 16 Do not sin by
making for yourselves any carved ﬁgure!
Do not make anything that resembles the
likeness of any person, either a man or a
woman, 17 or that resembles any animal
or any bird 18 or any reptile or any ﬁsh in
the deep ocean. 19 And be careful to not
look up toward the sky and be tempted
to worship anything that you see there—
the sun or the moon or the stars. Yahweh our God has given those to help all
people everywhere, but you must not worship them. 20 Yahweh has brought your
ancestors out of Egypt, where they were
suffering as though they were in a blazing
furnace, in order that they would be people who belong to him, which is what you
are today.
21

But Yahweh was angry with me because of what your ancestors did. And
he promised that I would never enter the

land that he is giving to you. 22 He swore
that I would die here in this land and
never cross the Jordan River. But you
will go across it, and you will occupy that
land. 23 Be sure that you do not forget the
covenant that Yahweh our God made with
you, and do not make a carved ﬁgure in
the likeness of anything he has forbidden
you. 24 You must not do that because Yahweh your God wants everyone to worship
him alone. He will destroy anyone who
worships idols.
25

When you have been in the land of
Canaan for a long time and you have children and grandchildren, do not sin by
making a carved ﬁgure that represents
anything, because Yahweh says that is evil,
and if you do that, you will cause him to
become angry with you and punish you.
26
Today I am requesting everyone who
is in heaven and everyone who is on the
earth to watch what you are doing. If you
disobey what I am telling you, you will
soon all die in the land that you will be
crossing the Jordan River to occupy. You
will not live very long there; Yahweh will
27
completely get rid of many of you.
And the rest of you, Yahweh will force
you to go and live among the people of
many other nations. Only a few of you
will survive there. 28 When you are in
those nations, you will worship gods that
are made of wood and stone, gods made
by humans, gods that cannot see anything
or hear anything or eat anything or smell
anything. 29 But while you are there, you
will try to know Yahweh your God, and
if you try with your entire heart to know
him, he will answer you. 30 In the future,
when you are being mistreated there and
all those bad things happen to you, you
will again worship only Yahweh and obey
him. 31 Yahweh is a God who acts mercifully. If you continue to obey him, he
will not abandon you or destroy you or forget the agreement that he solemnly made
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with your ancestors.”

you will live a long time in the land that
Yahweh
our God is giving to you, for it to
32
”Now think about the past, about the
belong to you forever.”
time before you were born, about all the
time since God ﬁrst created people here
on the earth. You could search everywhere, in heaven and on the earth. Has 41 Then Moses chose three cities that are
anything like this ever happened that is as on the east side of the Jordan River. 42 If
great as what Yahweh did for us Israelite someone accidentally killed another perpeople? 33 Has any group ever remained son, a person who had not been his enemy
alive after they heard a god speak to them previously, he could escape to one of those
from the middle of a ﬁre, like we did? 34 cities. He would be safe in one of those
Certainly God has never before tried to cities because the people there would protake a huge group of people from one na- tect him. 43 For the tribe of Reuben, Moses
tion to another location, like he did for us chose the city of Bezer in the wilderness;
when he brought us out of Egypt. We saw for the tribe of Gad, he chose the city of
Yahweh our God use his great power to do Ramoth in the region of Gilead. For the
miracles to show us who he is, and sent tribe of Manasseh, Moses chose the city of
plagues, and did many other things that Golan in the region of Bashan.
terriﬁed people, and how he rescued us
when the army of Egypt tried to attack us.
35

Yahweh showed all these things to you,
in order that you would know that only he
is truly God, and that there is no other God.
36
He allowed your ancestors to hear him
speak from heaven in order that he could
discipline them. Here on the earth he allowed them to see his great ﬁre on Mount
Sinai, and he spoke to them from the middle of the ﬁre. 37 Because he loved our
ancestors, he chose you Israelites who are
their descendants, and by his great power
he brought your ancestors out of Egypt. 38
As they traveled, he expelled the people of
nations that were greater and more powerful than they were, in order that they
could capture their land and cause it to become yours, which is what is happening
now.
39

So today you should think about the
fact that Yahweh is God, that he rules in
heaven and also on the earth, and that
there is no other god. 40 Obey all the rules
and regulations that I am giving to you today, in order that things will go well for
you and for your descendants, and that

44

Moses gave God’s laws to the Israelite
people. 45 They included all the solemn
commands, instructions and laws that
Moses spoke to the people of Israel after
they had come out of Egypt, 46 when they
were in the valley east of the Jordan River.
They were across from the town of Beth
Peor, in the land that previously was ruled
by Sihon, the king of the Amor people
group, who lived in Heshbon. Moses and
the other Israelites had defeated his army
when they came out of Egypt. 47 They captured Sihon’s land and the land that Og,
the king of the region of Bashan, had ruled.
Those were the two kings who ruled the
Amor people group in the area east of the
Jordan River. 48 Their land extended from
the city of Aroer in the south along the
Arnon River, as far north as Mount Sirion,
which most people call Mount Hermon. 49
It also included all the area in the plain
east of the Jordan River valley, extending
to the Sea of Arabah (known as the Dead
Sea) and east to the slopes of Mount Pisgah.
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Chapter 5

cially, as I, Yahweh your God, am commanding you.

13
There are six days each week for you to
Moses summoned all the people of Israel
do
all your work, 14 but the seventh day is
and said to them,
a rest day, a day dedicated to me, Yahweh
”You Israelite people, listen to all the rules your God. On that day you must not do
and decrees that I am giving to you today. any work. You and your sons and daughLearn them and be sure to obey them. 2 ters and your male and female slaves
When we were at Mount Sinai, Yahweh must not work. You must not even force
our God made a covenant with us. 3 But your livestock to work, and you must not
this covenant was not only for our ances- tell foreigners to work, those who are livtors. He made it also for us, who are alive ing in your country. You must allow your
now. 4 Yahweh spoke with us face to face slaves to rest on that day just like you
on that mountain, from the middle of the do. 15 Do not forget that you were slaves
ﬁre. 5 On that day, I stood between your in Egypt, and that I, Yahweh your God,
ancestors and Yahweh to tell them what brought you out from there by my very
he said, because they were afraid of the great power. That is the reason that I am
ﬁre, and they did not want to climb up the commanding that all of you must rest on
mountain. This is what Yahweh said: 6 ’I the seventh day each week.
am Yahweh your God, the one you wor16
Honor your fathers and your mothship. I am the one who brought you out of
ers,
just
like I, Yahweh your God, am comthe land of Egypt. I am the one who freed
manding you, in order that you as a peoyou from being slaves there.
ple group may live a long time in the land
7
You must worship only me; you must that I, Yahweh your God, will give you,
not worship any other god.
and in order that things will go well for
8
You must not make a carved ﬁgure of you there.
1

anything that represents any living creature that exists in the skies, or on the earth,
in the waters of the earth.
9

You must not bow down to any idol and
worship it, because I am Yahweh God, and
I will not tolerate you doing that. I will
punish anyone who does that, and their
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. 10 But I will steadfastly love thousands of generations of those who love me
and obey my commandments.

17

Do not murder anyone.

18

Do not commit adultery.

19

Do not steal anything.

20

Do not tell lies about anyone when you
are speaking in court.
21

Do not covet someone else’s wife,
someone else’s house, someone else’s
ﬁelds, someone else’s male slave or female
slave, someone else’s livestock, someone
else’s donkeys, or anything else that an11
Do not speak my name carelessly or other person owns.’
for wrong purposes, because I am Yahweh 22
Those are the commandments that YahGod, the one whom you should worship,
weh spoke to your ancestors. When they
and I will certainly punish those who do
were gathered there at the bottom of the
that.
mountain, he spoke with a very loud voice
12
Do not forget that the seventh day from the middle of the ﬁre, and there
of every week is for you to honor me spe- were dark clouds surrounding the moun-
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tain. He spoke only those Ten Command- erything that Yahweh our God has comments, no more. Then he wrote them on manded us to do. Do not disobey any of
two stone tablets and gave them to me.
his laws. 33 Conduct your lives as Yahweh
our God has commanded us to do, in or23
After your ancestors heard Yahweh’s
der that you may live a long time, and in
voice when he spoke to them out of the
order that things will go well for you when
darkness, while there was a big ﬁre burnyou are living in the land that you will ocing on the mountain, their leaders and elcupy.’”
ders came to me, 24 and one of them said,
’Listen to us! Yahweh our God showed us
that he is very great and glorious when
we heard him speak from the ﬁre. Today we have realized that it is possible
for us human beings to continue to live
1
25
”These are the commandments and rules
even though God has spoken to us.
But we are afraid that we will die. We are and decrees that Yahweh our God comafraid that this immense ﬁre will burn us manded me to teach to you. He wants
all up, if we go on hearing Yahweh’s voice. you to obey them in the land that you are
2
26
He wants
We are the only people on earth who about to enter and occupy.
you
to
honor
him,
and
he
wants
you and
have remained alive after hearing the allpowerful God speak to them from a ﬁre! your descendants to always obey all these
27
So Moses, you go up the mountain and rules and regulations that I am giving
listen to everything that Yahweh our God to you, in order that you may live for a
3
So, you Israelite people,
says. Then come back and tell us every- long time.
listen
to
them
carefully
and obey them.
thing that he has said, and we will listen
If you do that, things will go well with
to what he has said and obey it.’
you, and you will become a very numer28
Yahweh heard your leaders say that, so ous nation when you are living in that
when I went back up the mountain, Yah- very fertile land. That is what Yahweh,
weh said to me, ’I have heard what your the God whom our ancestors worshiped,
leaders have said, and what they have promised would happen.
said is right. 29 I surely wish that they
4
would always think like that and have an You Israelite people, listen! Only Yahweh
5
awesome respect for me and obey all my is our God. You must love him with all
commandments, in order that things may your inner being and with all that you feel
6
Never
go well for them and for their descendants and in every way that you can.
forget these commands that I am giving
forever.
to you today. 7 Teach them to your chil30
So go down and tell them to return to
dren again and again. Talk about them all
their tents. 31 But then you come back up
the time. When you are in your houses
here and stand near me, and I will give to
and when you are walking outside, talk
you all the rules and decrees that I want
about them also when you are lying down
them to obey. Then you can teach them
and when you wake up. 8 Write them on
to the people, in order that they will obey
tiny scrolls and fasten them to your arms,
them when they are in the land that I am
and write them on bands that you fasten
giving to them.’
to your foreheads to help you to remem32
So I went back down to the people and ber them. 9 Write them on the doorposts
said to them, ’Be sure that you do ev- of your houses and on your city gates.

Chapter 6
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10

Yahweh our God solemnly promised to
your ancestors Abraham and Isaac and Jacob that he would give you a land that already has in it large and prosperous cities
that you did not build. 11 He said that
the houses in those cities will already be
full of many good things that someone
else put there; you did not put them there.
There will be wells that someone else dug.
There will be vineyards and olive trees
that someone else planted. So when Yahweh brings you into that land, and you
have all that you want to eat, 12 be sure
that you do not forget Yahweh, who rescued you from being slaves in Egypt and
gave all these things to you.

brought them out of Egypt by his great
power. 22 They saw him do many kinds of
miracles and terrifying things to the people of Egypt and to the king and his oﬃcials. 23 He rescued our ancestors from
Egypt and brought them here to give them
this land, just as he solemnly promised
our ancestors that he would do. 24 And
he commanded us to obey all these laws
and to honor him, so that things would go
well with us, and so that he would protect
our nation and enable us to prosper, as
he is doing now. 25 Yahweh our God will
approve of us if we carefully obey everything that he has commanded us to do.’”

13

Chapter 7

You must honor Yahweh our God, and
you must worship him alone. When you
make a solemn oath to tell the truth or
to do something, do it in his name. 14
You must not worship any other gods, the
gods that the people groups who live in
this land worship. 15 Yahweh our God,
who lives among you, will not accept people who worship anyone or anything else.
So if you worship any other god, Yahweh
will be very angry with you, and he will
16
Do not do
destroy you completely.
sinful things to ﬁnd out whether Yahweh
will punish you or not, like your ancestors
did at Massah. 17 Be sure that you always
obey all the laws, the weighty instructions,
and the regulations that he has given to
you. 18 Do what Yahweh says is right and
good. If you do that, things will go well
with you. You will be able to enter and occupy the good land that Yahweh solemnly
promised to give to our ancestors. 19 He
will do that by driving out your enemies
from that land, just as he promised to do.
20

In the future, your children will ask you,
‘Why did Yahweh our God command us to
obey all these rules and decrees?’ 21 Then
you will tell them, ’Our ancestors were
slaves of the king in Egypt, but Yahweh

1

”Yahweh our God will bring you to the
land that you will soon enter and occupy.
As you advance, he will drive out from
that land seven people groups that are
more powerful and more numerous than
you are. These are the Heth, the Girgash,
the Amor, the Canaan, the Periz, the Hiv,
and the Jebus people groups. 2 When Yahweh our God enables you to defeat them,
you must kill them all. You must make no
agreement with them, and you must not
act mercifully toward them. 3 You must
not marry any of them. You must not allow your daughters to marry any of their
sons, or allow your sons to marry any of
their daughters. 4 If you did that, those
people would persuade your children to
stop worshiping Yahweh and to worship
other gods. If that happens, Yahweh will
be very angry with you and he will destroy
you very quickly. 5 This is what you must
do to those people: Tear down their altars,
break apart the stone pillars that are dedicated to their gods, cut down the poles that
they use when they worship the goddess
Asherah, and burn their molded idols. 6
You must do that because you are a group
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of people who belong only to Yahweh our
God. He has chosen you from all the people groups in the world to be his own special people.

Egypt, but he will make all your enemies
sick with them. 16 You must destroy all
the people groups that Yahweh our God
enables you to conquer. Do not act mercifully toward any of them. And do not
7
It was not because you were more worship their gods, because if you do that,
numerous than any other people group it would be like falling into a trap from
that Yahweh chose you; you are one of which you will never be able to escape.
the smallest people groups on the earth.
17
8
Do not think to yourselves, ‘These peoInstead, it is because Yahweh loved
you and because he wanted to do what ple groups are more numerous than we
he solemnly promised to your ancestors. are. We will never be able to drive them
18
Do not be afraid of them. Instead,
That is the reason that he rescued you by out.’
his great power from slavery in Egypt and think about what Yahweh our God did to
from Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. 9 So do the king of Egypt and to all the people
19
Do not forget the ternot forget that Yahweh is our God. He is whom he ruled.
rible
plagues
that
your
ancestors saw him
faithful to us; he keeps his covenant for a
thousand generations of people who love inﬂict on the people of Egypt, and the varhim and who obey his commandments. 10 ious kinds of miracles that God did in orBut as for those who hate him, he will der to bring your ancestors out of Egypt.
pay them back; he will punish them and Yahweh our God will do the same kind of
things to the people groups that you are
quickly destroy them.
afraid of now. 20 Furthermore, he will
11
So you must be sure to obey all the com- cause them to become terriﬁed, and he
mandments and rules and decrees that I will destroy those who remain alive and
am giving to you today. 12 If you pay at- run away to hide from you. 21 Do not be
tention to these decrees and always obey afraid of those people, because Yahweh
them, Yahweh our God will do what he our God will be with you. He is a great
has agreed to do for you, and he will faith- God; he is the one that people are afraid of.
fully love you, which is what he solemnly 22 He will gradually drive out those people
promised to your ancestors that he would groups. You should not try to drive all of
do. 13 He will love you and bless you. He them out at one time, because if you did
will enable you to have many children. He that, the number of wild animals would
will bless your ﬁelds, with the result that quickly increase, and you would not be
you will have plenty of grain and grapes to able to get rid of them. 23 Instead, Yahweh
make wine and plenty of olive oil. You will will enable you to defeat your enemies
have many cattle and sheep. He will do one people group at a time. He will cause
all these things for you in the land that he them to panic until they are destroyed. 24
promised to your ancestors that he would He will enable you to defeat their kings.
give to you. 14 He will bless you more than After you kill them, their names will be
he will bless any other people group. All forgotten. No people group will be able
of you will be able to have children. All to stop you; you will destroy all of them.
of your livestock will be able to produce 25 You must burn the carved ﬁgures that
offspring. 15 And Yahweh will protect you represent their gods. Do not desire to take
from all illnesses. He will not make you the silver or gold decorations that are on
to be sick with any of the dreadful dis- those idols, because if you take them for
eases that our ancestors knew about in yourselves, they will be like a trap to catch
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you. Yahweh hates every part of those
idols. 26 You must not bring any of those
disgusting idols into your houses, because
if you do that, God will curse you like he
curses them. You must hate and despise
those idols, because they are things that
Yahweh has cursed and he promises to destroy them.”

about to bring you into a good land, which
has streams which ﬂow down from the
hills and ﬂow out of springs in the valleys.
8
It is a land on which wheat and barley
grow, a land where there are ﬁg trees and
pomegranates, and a land where there are
olive trees and honey. 9 It is a land where
there will be plenty of food for you, where
you will not lack anything, a land which
has iron ore in its rocks and from which
you can dig copper ore from its hills. 10 Every day you will eat until your stomachs
are full, and you will thank Yahweh our
1
”You must faithfully obey all the com- God for the fertile land that he has given
mandments that I am giving you today. you.
If you do that, you will live a long time, 11
But when that happens, be sure not
you will become very numerous, and your
to forget Yahweh our God by disobeying
people will occupy the land that Yahweh
his commandments and rules and regusolemnly promised your ancestors that he
lations that I am giving to you today. 12
would give to you. 2 And do not forget
Your stomachs will be full every day, and
how Yahweh our God led us as we traveled
you will build good houses and live in
through the desert during these past forty
them. But you might forget Yahweh’s comyears. He caused you to have many probmandments. 13 Indeed, when the numlems, because he wanted to cause you to
ber of your cattle and sheep has greatly
realize that you needed to trust him and
increased, and when you have accumunot yourselves. And he wanted to test
lated a large amount of silver and gold,
you, to ﬁnd out what you intended to do,
and the amount of all your other posseswhether you would obey his commandsions has greatly increased, 14 be sure
3
So he caused you to
ments or not.
that you do not become proud and forhave diﬃculties. He allowed you to beget Yahweh our God, who rescued your
come hungry. Then he gave you manna,
ancestors from being slaves in Egypt and
food from heaven, food that you and your
brought them out from there. 15 Do not
ancestors had never eaten before. He did
forget that he led them while they travthat to teach you that people need food for
eled through that huge and terrible desert,
their bodies, but they also need food for
where there were poisonous snakes and
their spirits, which comes from paying atscorpions. And do not forget that where
tention to everything that Yahweh says. 4
the ground was very dry and there was no
During those forty years, our clothes did
water, he caused water to ﬂow for them
not wear out, and our feet did not swell
out of solid rock. 16 Do not forget that in
from walking through the desert. 5 Do not
that desert he gave your ancestors manna
forget that Yahweh our God corrects us
to eat, food that they had never eaten. He
and punishes us, like parents correct their
caused them to have, because he wanted
children.
to cause them to realize that they needed
6
So obey the commandments of Yahweh to trust him and not themselves. And he
our God, and conduct your lives as he wanted to test them, to ﬁnd out what they
wants you to do, and honor him. 7 He is intended to do, in order that when those

Chapter 8

241

DEUTERONOMY
diﬃculties ended, he would do many good
things for them. 17 Be sure that you do not
think to yourselves, ‘I have acquired all
these things by my own power and abil18
ity.’
Do not forget that it is Yahweh
our God who has enabled you to become
rich. He does this because he faithfully
does what he solemnly promised our ancestors that he would do.
19

I solemnly warn you, that if you forget
Yahweh our God and turn to other gods
and start to bow down to them and worship them, he will certainly destroy you.
20
If you do not obey Yahweh our God, he
will certainly destroy you just like he will
destroy the people groups that you will
ﬁght against.

truth is that it is because the people in
that land are wicked that Yahweh will
drive out them as you advance. 5 I say
again that it is not because you are righteous within yourselves or because you do
things that are righteous that you will enter and capture that land. It is because
those people groups are very wicked that
Yahweh our God will expel them as you advance, and because he intends to do what
he solemnly promised to your ancestors
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that he would
do. 6 I want you to know that it is not because you are righteous that Yahweh our
God is giving you this good land. I say that
because you are not righteous; you are a
very stubborn people.”
7

Chapter 9
1

”Never forget what your ancestors did in
the desert that caused Yahweh our God to
become angry. From the day that we left
Egypt until the day that we arrived here,
you also have continually rebelled against
him. 8 Even at Mount Sinai your ancestors
caused Yahweh to become angry. Because
he was very angry, he was ready to get
rid of all of them. 9 When I climbed the
mountain to receive from him the stone
tablets on which he had written the Ten
Commandments, I stayed there forty days
and nights, and during that time I did not
eat or drink anything. 10 Yahweh gave
me the two stone tablets on which he had
written the commandments with his own
ﬁngers. They were the words that he had
spoken to your ancestors from the ﬁre on
that mountain, when they were gathered
together at the bottom of the mountain.

You people of Israel, listen to me! You
will soon cross the Jordan River. In the
land that you will enter, there are large
cities that have very high walls around
them that seem to extend up to the sky.
There are people groups in that land that
are more numerous and more powerful
than you are. 2 Those people are very
tall and strong. Some of them are giants
who are descendants of Anak. You know
about them, and you have heard people
say that no one can defeat the descen3
I want you to know
dants of Anak.
that Yahweh our God will go ahead of you.
He will be like a raging ﬁre. While you
advance, he will defeat and destroy them.
As a result, you will quickly be able to 11
At the end of those forty days and nights,
drive out some of them and kill the others,
Yahweh gave me those two stone tablets
which is what Yahweh promised that you
on which he had written those commandwould do.
ments. 12 But then he said to me, ‘Go down
4
After Yahweh our God has expelled them the mountain immediately, because the
for you, do not say to yourselves, ‘It is people whom you are leading, the people
because we are righteous that Yahweh whom you led out of Egypt, have commithas enabled us to capture this land.’ The ted a terrible sin! They have very quickly
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done what I commanded them not to do. it in a ﬁre and crushed it and ground it
They have made for themselves a cast ﬁg- into very tiny pieces. Then I threw those
ure of a calf to worship.’
tiny pieces into the stream that ﬂowed
down the mountain.
13
Then Yahweh said to me, ’I have been
22
Your ancestors also caused Yahweh to
watching these people, and I see that they
14
become
very angry by what they did at
are very stubborn. So do not try to stop
me. I am going to destroy all of them, places that they named Taberah, Massah,
with the result that no one anywhere will and Kibroth Hattaavah.
remember their names. Then I will en- 23 And when we were at Kadesh Barnea,
able you to become the ancestor of a na- Yahweh said to your ancestors, ‘Go up and
tion that will be more numerous and more capture the land that I am about to give to
powerful than they are.’
you!’ But they rebelled against him. They
did not obey
15
So I turned and went down the moun- did not trust him, and they
24
tain, carrying in my hands the two stone what he told them to do. Your ancestors
tablets on which the Ten Commandments rebelled against Yahweh from the ﬁrst day
were written. Fire was burning all over that I knew them, in Egypt, and you have
the mountain. 16 I looked, and I was been exactly the same as your ancestors.
shocked to see that your ancestors had
committed a great sin against Yahweh.
They very quickly had begun to do what
Yahweh our God had commanded them
not to do. They had requested Aaron to
make for them a metal image of a calf to
17
So while they were watchworship.
ing, I lifted up those two stone tablets and
threw them on the ground, and they broke
into pieces.
18

Then I prostrated myself on the ground
in Yahweh’s presence as I had done before, and I did not eat or drink anything
for forty days and nights. I did that because your ancestors had sinned against
Yahweh and caused him to become very
angry. 19 I was afraid that because Yahweh was very angry with them, he would
get rid of all of them. But again I prayed
that he would not do that, and again he listened to me and answered my prayer. 20
Yahweh was also very angry with Aaron
for making that golden calf and was ready
to kill him. But at the same time I prayed
for Aaron also, and Yahweh answered my
prayer. 21 Your ancestors had sinned by
requesting Aaron to make a metal statue
of a calf. So I took that statue and I melted

25

So, as I said, I lay on the ground in Yahweh’s presence for forty days and nights,
because Yahweh had said that he would
destroy your ancestors. 26 And I prayed to
Yahweh, saying, ’Lord Yahweh, these people belong to you; do not destroy them.
They are people whom you rescued and
brought out of Egypt by your very great
27
Do not forget what you
power.
promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Ignore how stubborn and wicked these
people have been, and the sin that they
have committed. 28 If you do not do that,
and if you destroy them, the people of
Egypt will hear about it and say that you
were not able to bring them into the land
that you promised to give to them. They
will say that you took them into the desert
only to kill them there because you hated
them. 29 Do not forget that they are your
people. You chose them to belong to you.
You brought them out from Egypt by your
very great power.’”

Chapter 10
1
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tablets like the ﬁrst ones. And make a
wooden chest to put them in. Then bring
the tablets up to me on this mountain. 2 I
will write on those tablets the same words
that I wrote on the ﬁrst tablets, the ones
that you broke. Then you can put them in
the chest.’

on the mountain forty days and nights,
just like I did the ﬁrst time. I prayed
to Yahweh, and he answered my prayers
again and said that he would not destroy
your ancestors. 11 Then Yahweh said to
me, ‘Continue your journey, going in front
of the people, to occupy the land that I
solemnly promised your ancestors that I
3
So I made a chest. I used wood from
would give to you.’”
an acacia tree to make it. Then I cut
two tablets of stone like the ﬁrst ones, 12 ”Now, you Israelite people, I will tell you
and I went up the mountain carrying the what Yahweh our God says that you do.
tablets. 4 There Yahweh wrote on the He requires you to honor him, to conduct
tablets the same Ten Commandments that your lives as he wants you to, to love him,
he had written on the ﬁrst tablet. They are and to serve him with all that you desire
the commandments that he had spoken to and all that you feel, 13 and to obey all of
your ancestors from the midst of the ﬁre his commandments which I am giving to
on the mountain, when they had gathered you today, so they will help you.
at the bottom of the mountain. Then Yahweh gave the tablets to me. 5 Carrying the 14 Do not forget that Yahweh our God owns
tablets, I turned and went down the moun- even the sky and everything that is in it.
tain. Then, just as he had commanded, I He also owns the earth and everything
put them in the chest that I had made. And that is on it. 15 But although he owns all
they are still there.”
those things, Yahweh also loved your ancestors; from all the people groups on the
6
(Then, from the wells that belonged to
earth he chose us, their descendants, and
the people of Jaakan, the Israelite people
we are still his people. 16 So you must
traveled to Moserah. There Aaron died
change your inner beings and stop being
and was buried, and his son Eleazar took
stubborn. 17 Yahweh our God is greater
his place and became the high priest. 7
than all gods, and he is greater than all
From there, the Israelites traveled to Gudrulers. He is very powerful, more than
godah, and from there to Jotbathah, which
18
8 others, and he does not accept bribes.
was a place that had many streams.
He makes sure that orphans and widows
At that time, Yahweh chose the tribe of
are treated fairly. He loves even foreignLevi to carry the chest that contained
ers who live among us Israelite people,
the tablets on which were written the
and he gives them food and clothes. 19
Ten Commandments, and to stand in YahSo you must love those foreigners too, beweh’s presence in the sacred tent, to ofcause you were once foreigners when you
fer sacriﬁces, and to pray for Yahweh to
were living in Egypt. 20 Be sure to honor
bless the people. They are still doing those
Yahweh our God and worship only him.
things at the present time. 9 That is the reaBe faithful to him, and say that he should
son that the tribe of Levi did not receive
punish you if you do not do what you
any land like the other tribes did. What
promise. 21 He is the one whom you must
they received was the honor of being Yahpraise. He is our God, and we have seen
weh’s priests, which is what he said that
the great and awesome things that he has
they should do.)
done for us. 22 When our ancestors, Ja10
Moses continued to speak: ”I stayed cob and his family, went down to Egypt,
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there were only seventy of them. But now be strong and able to cross the river and
Yahweh our God has caused us to be as nu- occupy the land that you are about to enmerous as the stars in the sky.”
ter, 9 and in order that you will live for a
long time in that land, a land that Yahweh
solemnly promised your ancestors that he
would give to them and to their descendants, a land that is very fertile. 10 The
1
”Because of all that Yahweh your God land that you are about to enter and ochas done for you, you must love and con- cupy is not like the land of Egypt, where
tinually obey all his rules and decrees your ancestors lived. In Egypt, after they
and commandments. 2 It was you and planted seeds, it was necessary for them
work hard to water the plants that grew.
your ancestors, not your children, whom to
11
But the land that you are about to enhe punished because you disobeyed him,
putting you through many diﬃculties to ter is a land where there are many hills
valleys, where there is plenty of rain.
teach and train you. So starting today, and
12
Yahweh takes care of that land. He
continue to think about how his punishment, his mighty power, and his great watches over it every day, from the beginstrength to do whatever he wants to do to ning of each year to the end of each year.

Chapter 11

you. 3 Remember the many different miracles that he performed in Egypt, miracles
that showed how powerful and great he
is. Think about what he did to the king
of Egypt and to all the land that he ruled.
4
Your children did not see the army of
Egypt, or their horses and their chariots
destroyed by Yahweh’s power. Your children did not see how Yahweh caused the
Sea of Reeds to ﬂood and sweep away the
army of Egypt as they were coming after
their ancestors. Your children did not understand that Yahweh continues to make
Egypt’s army weak even to this day. 5 Your
children do not know how Yahweh took
care of their ancestors in the desert before
they all came to this place. 6 Think about
what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the
two sons of Eliab from the tribe of Reuben.
While all of your ancestors were watching, the earth split open, and they fell into
the opening and disappeared, along with
their families and their tents, their servants, and their animals. 7 You and your
ancestors have seen all these miracles that
Yahweh performed.

13

Today I am commanding you to love
Yahweh our God and to serve him with
your entire inner beings. If you do that, 14
each year he will send rain on your land at
the right times. As a result, you will have
grain and grapes to make wine and olives
to make olive oil. 15 And he will cause
grass to grow in your ﬁelds for your livestock to eat. You will have all the food that
you want.
16

But I warn you, do not stop worshiping
Yahweh our God; do not start to worship
other gods, 17 because if you do that, Yahweh will become very angry with you. He
will prevent any rain from falling. As a
result, the crops will not grow, and you
will soon die from hunger in the good land
that Yahweh is about to give to you. 18
So, keep thinking about what Yahweh has
commanded you. Write these words on
tiny scrolls and fasten them to your arms,
and write them on bands that you fasten
to your foreheads to help you to remember them. 19 Teach them to your children
again and again. Talk about them all the
8
So obey all the commandments that I am time: When you are in your houses and
giving you today, in order that you will when you are walking outside; talk about
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them when you are lying down and when
you are doing things. 20 Write them on
the doorposts and on the gates of your
cities. 21 Do that in order that you and
your children will live for such a very long
time in the land that Yahweh promised to
our ancestors that he would give to them.
That land will belong to you and your descendants as long as there is a sky above
the earth.

west of the plain along the Jordan, in the
land where the Canaanites live. They live
close to the sacred trees near Gilgal.) 31
”You will soon cross the Jordan River to occupy the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you. When you enter that land and
start to live there, 32 be sure to obey all the
rules and decrees that I am giving to you
today.”

22

Chapter 12

Faithfully continue to obey what I am
commanding you to do—to love Yahweh
our God, and to conduct your lives as he
wants you to do, and to be faithful to him.
23
If you do that, Yahweh will drive out
all the people groups in that land as you
advance, people groups that are more numerous and more powerful than you are.
24
All the ground in that land on which
you walk will be yours. Your territory
will extend from the desert in the south
to the Lebanon Mountains in the north,
and from the Euphrates River in the east
to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 25
Yahweh our God will cause all the people
in that land to be very afraid of you, which
is what he promised, with the result that
no people group will be able to stop you.
26

Listen carefully: Today I am telling you
that Yahweh will either bless you or he
will curse you. 27 If you obey the commandments of Yahweh our God that I am
giving to you today, he will bless you. 28
But if you do not obey them, and if you
stop worshiping him and start worshiping
other gods to whom you were never faithful before, he will curse you. 29 And when
Yahweh brings you into the land that you
are about to enter and occupy, some of
you must stand on top of Mount Gerizim
and proclaim what will cause Yahweh to
bless you, and the others must stand on
top of Mount Ebal and proclaim what will
cause Yahweh to curse you.” 30 (Those two
mountains are west of the Jordan River,

1

”I will now tell you the rules and decrees
that you must faithfully obey in the land
that Yahweh, the God whom our ancestors worshiped, is giving to you to occupy.
You must obey these laws all the time that
you are alive. 2 When you drive out those
people groups whose land you will take,
you must destroy all the places where they
worshiped their gods, places on the tops
of mountains and hills and beside large
trees. 3 You must tear down their altars
and smash their pillars. Burn the statues
of their goddess Asherah and chop down
their carved ﬁgures, in order that no one
will ever worship them in those places
again.
4

Do not worship Yahweh like the people
in Canaan worship their gods. 5 Instead,
you must go to the place that Yahweh will
choose. It will be in the area where one
of your tribes will live. That is where
you must enter Yahweh’s presence and
worship him. 6 That is the place where
you must bring your sacriﬁces that the
priests will burn whole on the altar, and
your other sacriﬁces that your yourselves
present to me, your tithes, other offerings that you promise to give me, the ﬁrstborn animals from your cattle and sheep,
or any other kind of offering. 7 There,
in the presence of Yahweh our God, you
and your families will eat the good things
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that you have worked to produce, and you mals that Yahweh our God will bless you
will be happy, because he has blessed you by giving them to you. Those who are at
very, very much.
that time clean or unclean may all eat that
meat, just like you would eat the meat of
8
When you are in that land, you must not
a deer or an antelope. 16 But you must
do some of the things that we have been
not eat the blood of any animal; you must
doing. Until now, you have all been worlet the blood drain onto the ground before
shiping Yahweh the way you want to, 9
you cook the meat. 17 In the places where
because you have not yet arrived in the
you live, you must not eat the things that
land which he will allow you to permayou are offering to Yahweh: You must not
nently possess, where you will be able to
eat the tithes of your grain or of your wine,
live peacefully. 10 But when you cross the
or of your olive oil, or the ﬁrstborn of your
Jordan River, you will start to live in the
cattle and sheep, or the offerings that you
land that Yahweh our God is giving to you.
yourselves decide to present to Yahweh,
He will protect you from all your enemies
or any other offerings. 18 Instead, you
that will surround you, and you will live
and your children and your male and fepeacefully.
male servants and the descendants of Levi
11
who
live in your towns must eat those
Yahweh will choose one place where he
wants you to worship him. That is the things in the presence of Yahweh in the
place to which you must bring all the of- place that he chooses. And you should
ferings that I command you to bring: The be happy about everything that you have
19
Be sure that you take care of the
sacriﬁces that the priests will burn whole done.
descendants
of Levi all during the time
on the altar, your other sacriﬁces, other
offerings that you yourselves decide to that you live in your land.
present, your tithes, and all the special of- 20
When Yahweh our God gives you much
ferings that you will solemnly promise to
more
land than you will have at ﬁrst—and
give to Yahweh. 12 Rejoice there in the
he has promised to do this, and when you
presence of Yahweh, along with your chilsay, ‘I would like some meat to eat,’ you
dren, your male and female servants, and
are permitted to eat meat whenever you
the descendants of Levi who live in your
want to. 21 If the place that Yahweh our
towns. Do not forget that the descendants
God chooses to be the place for you to worof Levi will not have their own land, like
ship him is far from where you live, you
you do. 13 Be sure that you do not offer
are permitted to kill some of your cattle
burn animals as sacriﬁces anywhere you
or sheep that Yahweh has given to you,
want to. 14 You must offer them only in the
and you may eat that meat in the town
place that Yahweh will choose for you, in
where you live, just like I have told you to
an area that belongs to one of your tribes.
do. 22 Those who are either clean or unThat is the only place where he wants you
clean at the time may eat that meat, just
to offer sacriﬁces that the priests will burn
like you would eat the meat of a deer or
whole on the altar, and to do the other
an antelope. 23 But be sure that you do
things that I am commanding you to do
not eat the blood of any animal, because it
when you worship him.
is the blood that sustains life in living be15
However, God will permit you to kill ings. You must not eat the life along with
and eat the meat of your animals in the the meat. 24 Do not eat the blood; instead,
places where you live. As often as you let it drain onto the ground. 25 If you obey
want to, you may eat meat from the ani- this command and do what Yahweh says
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is right for you to do, things will go well meaning of dreams or perform various
for you and for your descendants.
kinds of miracles. 2 They will say those
26
But the offerings that Yahweh has told things in order to induce you to worship
you to set aside for him, and the other gods that you have never known about beofferings that you yourselves decide to fore. 3But even if what they predict hapgive, you must take to the place that he pens, do not pay attention to what they
will choose. 27 There the priest will burn say. Yahweh our God will be testing you
those offerings on Yahweh’s altar. He will to ﬁnd out if4 you love him with all your inkill the animals, drain out the blood, and ner being. You must conduct your lives
throw some of it onto the sides of the altar. as Yahweh our God wants you to, and you
And you may eat some of that meat. 28 must honor him, do what he tells you to
Faithfully obey all these things that I have do, and trust in him.

commanded you. If you do that, things
will go well forever for you and your descendants, because you will be doing what
Yahweh our God says is right for you to do
and what pleases him.
29

When you enter the land that you will
occupy, as you advance, Yahweh our God
will destroy the people groups that live
there. 30 After he does that, be sure that
you do not worship the gods that they
have been worshiping, because if you do
that, it will be like a trap that will catch
you. Do not ask anyone about those gods,
saying, ‘Tell me how they worshiped their
gods, in order that I can worship Yahweh
in the same way.’ 31 Do not try to worship
Yahweh our God like they have worshiped
their gods, because when they worship
them, they do disgusting things, things
that Yahweh hates. The worst thing that
they do is that they sacriﬁce their own children and burn them on their altars.
32

Be sure to do everything that I have commanded you to do. Do not add anything
to these commands, and do not take anything away from them.

Chapter 13
1

Possibly there will be people among you
who say that they are prophets. They
may say that they are able to interpret the

5

But you must execute anyone who
falsely says that he is a prophet, or someone who falsely says that he can interpret
dreams, or who tells you to rebel against
Yahweh our God, who rescued your ancestors from being slaves in Egypt. People like that are only wanting to cause you
to stop living as Yahweh has commanded
you to do. Execute them to get rid of this
6
It does not matter
evil among you.
if even your brother or your daughter or
your wife or some close friend secretly
urges you and says ‘Let us worship other
gods, gods that neither you nor your ancestors have never known about.’ 7 Some
of them may encourage you to worship
gods that people groups that live near you
worship, or gods that groups who live far
away worship. 8 Do not do what they suggest. Do not even listen to them. Do not
act mercifully toward them, and do not
keep secret what they have done. 9 Execute them! You be the ﬁrst one to throw
stones at them to kill them; then everyone else must throw stones at them, too.
10
Kill such people by throwing stones at
them, because they are trying to cause you
to stop worshiping Yahweh our God, who
rescued your ancestors from being slaves
in Egypt. 11 When they are executed, all
the Israelite people will hear what happened, and they will become afraid, and
none of them will do such an evil thing
again.
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12

When you are living in one of the towns
in the land that Yahweh our God is giving
to you, you may hear 13 that some worthless people among you are deceiving the
people of their town, saying, ‘Let us go and
worship other gods.’ 14 Examine the facts
about it thoroughly. Suppose you ﬁnd out
that it is true that such a disgraceful thing
has happened. 15 Then kill all the people in that town. And kill all their livestock, too. Destroy the town completely. 16
Gather all the possessions that belonged to
the people who lived there and pile them
up in the city plaza. Then burn the town
and everything in it, as though it were an
offering to Yahweh that was completely
burned on the altar. The ruins must stay
there forever; the town must never be rebuilt. 17 You must not take for yourselves
anything that Yahweh has said must be destroyed, because if you do what I say, Yahweh will stop being angry with you, and
he will act mercifully toward you. And
he will cause you to have many children,
which is what he promised our ancestors
that he would do. 18 Yahweh our God will
do all those things if you do what he is
telling you to do, and if you obey all the
commandments that I am giving to you today and do what Yahweh says is right for
you to do.

We are people who belong to Yahweh
our God. So when people die, do not
show that you are grieving by gashing
yourselves or by shaving the hair on your
foreheads like the other people groups do.
2
We belong to Yahweh alone. Yahweh
chose us from all the other people groups
on the earth to be his special people.
3

11

You are permitted to eat the ﬂesh of any
bird that is acceptable to Yahweh. 12 But
eagles, vultures, osprey, 13 buzzards, and
all kinds of kites you may not eat. 14 You
are not permitted to eat all kinds of crows
and ravens, 15 and the ostrich, and the
night hawk, the sea gull, no kind of hawk,
16
the little owl, the great owl, the white
owl, 17 pelicans, vultures that eat dead animals, cormorants. 18 And you are not
permitted to each the stork, any kind of
heron, the hoopoe, and the bat you must
not eat.
19

Chapter 14
1

kinds of deer, gazelles, wild goats, and
6
mountain sheep.
Those are animals
that have split hooves and that also chew
the cud. 7 But there are other animals
that chew the cud that you must not eat.
Those are camels, rabbits, and rock badgers. They chew the cud, but their hooves
are not split. So they are not acceptable
for you to eat. 8 Do not eat pigs. They are
unacceptable for you to eat; their hooves
are split, but they do not chew the cud. Do
not eat the meat of those animals; do not
even touch their dead bodies. 9 You are
permitted to eat any ﬁsh that has scales
and ﬁns. 10 But anything else that lives
in the water that does not have scales and
ﬁns, you must not eat, because they must
be unacceptable to you.

All insects with wings and which swarm
are unacceptable to Yahweh; do not eat
them. 20 But other insects with wings are
acceptable to eat.
21

Do not eat any animal that has died naturally. You may allow foreigners who live
among you to eat those things, or you may
sell them to other foreigners. But you belong to Yahweh our God; those who belong to him are not permitted to eat the
ﬂesh of animals whose blood has not been
drained out.

Do not eat anything that Yahweh detests.
The animals whose meat you are per- You must not cook a young sheep or goat
mitted to eat are cattle, sheep, goats, 5 all in its mother’s milk.”
4
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22

”Once each year you must set apart a
tenth of all the crops that are produced
in your ﬁelds. 23 Take them to the place
that Yahweh our God will choose for you
to worship him. There you must eat the
tenth of your grain, your wine, your olive
oil, and the meat of the ﬁrstborn male animals of your cattle and your sheep. Do
this in order that you may learn to always
honor Yahweh, the one who has blessed
you by giving you these things. 24 If the
place that Yahweh has chosen for you to
worship him is very far from your home,
with the result that you are not able to
take there the tithes of your crops with
which Yahweh has blessed you, do this:
25
Sell the tenth of your crops, wrap the
money carefully in a cloth, and take it
with you to the place of worship that Yah26
weh has chosen.
There, with that
money, you may buy whatever you want
to—beef or lamb or wine or fermented
drinks. And there, in the presence of Yahweh, you and your families should eat and
drink those things and be happy. 27 But be
sure to not neglect to help the descendants
of Levi who live in your towns, because
they will not own any land.
28

At the end of every three years, bring
a tithe of all your crops that have been
produced in that year and store it in your
towns. 29 That food will be for the descendants of Levi, because they will not
have their own land, and for the foreigners who live among you, and for orphans
and widows who live in your towns. They
are permitted to come to where the food is
stored and take what they need. Do that in
order that Yahweh our God will bless you
in everything that you do.

Chapter 15

of you who has lent money to a fellow Israelite must cancel that debt. You must
not insist that he pay it back. You must
do that because Yahweh has declared that
the debts must be canceled every seven
years. 3 During that year you may require foreigners who live among you to
pay what they owe you, but you must not
demand that from any fellow Israelite. 4-5
Yahweh our God will bless you in the land
that he is giving to you. If you obey Yahweh our God and obey all the commandments that I am giving to you today, there
will not be any poor people among you.
6
Yahweh our God will bless you like he
has promised to do, and you will be able
to lend money to people of other people
groups, but you will not need to borrow
from any of them. You will control the ﬁnances of many people groups, but they
will not control your ﬁnances.
7

In the towns that Yahweh our God is giving to you, if there are any Israelites who
are poor, do not be selﬁsh and refuse to
help them. 8 Instead, be generous and
lend them the money that they need. 9 Be
sure that you do not say to yourself, ‘The
year when debts will be canceled is near,
so I do not want to lend anyone any money
now, because he will not need to pay it
back when that year comes.’ It would be
evil to even think that. If you act in an
unfriendly way toward a needy fellow Israelite, and give him nothing, he will cry
out to Yahweh against you, and Yahweh
will say that you have sinned by not helping that person. 10 Give freely to poor people and give generously. If you do that,
Yahweh will bless you in everything that
you do. 11 There will always be some poor
people in your land, so I command you to
give generously to poor people, to your fellow Israelites.

1

At the end of every seven years, you must 12 If any of your fellow Israelite men or
cancel all debts. 2 Do it like this: Each women sell themselves to one of you to
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become your slave, you must free them
after they have worked for you for six
years. When the seventh year comes, you
must free them. 13 When you free them,
do not allow them to go empty-handed.
14
Instead, give to them generously from
the things with which Yahweh has blessed
15
you—sheep, grain, and wine.
Do
not forget that your ancestors were once
slaves in Egypt and that Yahweh our God
freed them. That is the reason that I am
now commanding you to do this.
16

But one of your slaves may say, ‘I do not
want to leave you.’ Perhaps he loves you
and your family because you have treated
him well. 17 If he says that, take him to the
door of your house and, while he is standing against the doorway, pierce one of his
earlobes with an awl. That will indicate
that he will be your slave for the rest of
his life. Do the same thing to any female
slave who does not want to leave you.
18

Do not complain when you are required
to free your slaves. Keep in mind that they
served you for six years, and that you paid
them only half as much as you pay the servants that you hire. If you free them, Yahweh our God will bless you in everything
that you do.
19

Set aside for the honor of Yahweh our
God the ﬁrstborn male animals from your
cattle and sheep. Do not force them to
do any work for you, and do not shear
the wool of the ﬁrstborn animals. 20 You
and your family must kill them and eat
their meat in the presence of Yahweh at
the place that he chooses for you to worship him. 21 But if the animals have any
defects, if they are lame or blind, or if they
have any other serious defect, you must
not sacriﬁce them to Yahweh our God. 22
You may kill and eat the meat of those animals in your towns. Those who have done
things that cause them to become unacceptable to God and those who have not

done such things are permitted to eat that
meat, just like anyone is permitted to eat
the meat of a gazelle or a deer. 23 But you
must not eat any of the blood; you must
drain all the blood on the ground when
you kill those animals.

Chapter 16
1

Each year honor Yahweh our God by celebrating the Passover Festival in the month
of Aviv in early spring. It was on a night in
that month that Yahweh rescued your ancestors from Egypt. 2 In order to celebrate
that festival, go to the place that Yahweh
will choose for you to worship him, and
offer there one young animal from your
cattle or your sheep to be the Passover
sacriﬁce. 3 When you eat the Passover
meal, the bread that you eat must not have
yeast in it. You must eat this kind of bread,
which will be called the bread of suffering,
for seven days. This is to help you to remember all during the time that you are
alive that when your ancestors left Egypt,
where they were suffering because they
were slaves, they left very quickly. They
did not have time to put in yeast and wait
for the dough to swell up. 4 During that festival, which will last for seven days, you
must not have any yeast in any house in
your land. Furthermore, the meat of the
animal that you sacriﬁce on the evening of
the ﬁrst day of the Passover Festival must
be eaten during that night; do not allow
any of it to remain until the next day.
5-6

To honor Yahweh our God, you must offer the Passover sacriﬁce only at the place
that he chooses for you to worship him; do
not offer that sacriﬁce in any other town
in the land that Yahweh is giving to you.
Offer that sacriﬁce when the sun is setting,
at the same time of day that your ancestors started to leave Egypt. 7 Boil the meat
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and eat it at the place of worship that Yahweh our God chooses. The next morning,
you may return to your tents. 8 Each day
for six days the bread that you eat must
have no yeast in it. On the seventh day,
you must all gather to worship Yahweh
our God. It will be a day of rest, you must
not do any work on that day.

must gather to worship Yahweh our God
at the place that he will choose, to celebrate three festivals: The Festival of Bread
with no Yeast, the Festival of Pentecost,
and the Festival of Shelters. No one should
come before Yahweh without an offering.
Each of you men must bring an offering
for Yahweh to these festivals. 17 The offerings should be in proportion to the bless9
Each year, from the day that you start
ings that Yahweh has given you during
to harvest your grain, count seven weeks.
that year.
10
Then, to honor Yahweh our God, celebrate the Festival of Pentecost. Do that 18 Appoint judges and other oﬃcials
by bringing to him an offering of grain. throughout your tribes, in all the towns
Yahweh has blessed you by causing it to in the land that Yahweh our God is givgrow in your ﬁelds during that year. If ing to you. They must judge people fairly.
you had a big harvest, bring a big offer- 19 They must not judge unjustly. They
ing. If you had a small harvest, bring a must not favor one person more than ansmall offering. 11 Each married couple other. The judges must not accept bribes,
should be joyful in the presence of Yah- because if a judge accepts a bribe, even if
weh. Their children, their servants, the he is wise and honest, it will be very diﬃdescendants of Levi who are in that town, cult for him to judge fairly; he will do what
and the foreigners, orphans, and widows the person who gave him the bribe wants
who are living among you, should also be him to do and declare that the innocent
joyful. Bring those offerings to the place people must be punished. 20 You must be
of worship that Yahweh will choose.
completely fair and just, in order that you
12
When you celebrate these festivals by may live long enough to occupy the land
obeying these commands, remember that that Yahweh our God is giving to you.
your ancestors were slaves in Egypt.
13

21

When you make an altar to worship Yahweh our God, do not put next to it any
wooden pole that represents the goddess
Asherah. 22 And do not set up any stone pillar to worship any idol, because Yahweh
hates them.

Each year, after you have threshed all
your grain and pressed the juice from all
your grapes, you must celebrate the Festival of Shelters for seven days. 14 Each
married couple along with their children,
their servants, the descendants of Levi
who are in that town, and the foreigners, orphans, and widows who are living
among you, should be joyful in the presence of Yahweh. 15 Honor Yahweh our
God by celebrating this festival for seven 1 Do not sacriﬁce to Yahweh our God any
days in the place that he chooses for you to cattle or sheep or goats that have any deworship him. You should all be joyful, be- fects, because Yahweh detests that kind of
cause Yahweh will have blessed your har- gift.
vest and all the other work that you have 2
When you are living in any of the towns
done.
in the land that Yahweh our God is giv16
So, each year all of you Israelite men ing to you, suppose some man or woman

Chapter 17
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sins by disobeying the covenant that Yahweh has made with you. 3 Suppose that
person has worshiped and bowed down
to other gods, or the sun, or the moon, or
the stars. 4 If someone tells you that some
person has been doing that, you must investigate it thoroughly to see whether this
detestable thing has happened in Israel.
5
If it has happened, then you must take
outside the town the man or woman who
has done it. Then you must kill that person by throwing stones at him or her. 6
But you are allowed to execute such people only if at least two witnesses testify
that they saw them doing that. They must
not be executed if there is only one witness. 7 The witnesses should throw stones
at the guilty person. Then the other people should throw stones until person dies.
By doing that, you will get rid of this evil
practice from among you.
8

Sometimes it will be very diﬃcult for a
judge to decide what really happened. He
might be trying to decide whether, when
someone injured or killed another person,
that person did it accidentally or deliberately. Or he might be trying to decide if
some person is taking another person to
court unfairly. If in any town it is very difﬁcult to know what really happened, and
if the judge cannot decide it, you should
go to the place that Yahweh our God has
chosen for you to worship him. 9 There
you should present the case to the descendants of Levi who are priests, and to the
judge who is serving at that time, and they
should decide what should be done. 10 After they make their decision, you must do
what they tell you to do. 11 Accept what
they have decided, and do what they say
that you should do. Do not try to change
in any way what they have decided. 12
You must execute anyone who proudly disobeys the judge or the priest who stands
there in the presence of Yahweh and decides what should be done. By doing that,

you will get rid of this evil practice from
among you. 13 Then after that person is
executed, all the people will hear about it,
and they will be afraid, and none of them
will act that way anymore.
14

I know that after you have occupied
the land that Yahweh our God is giving
to you, and you are living there, you will
say, ‘We should have a king to rule over us,
like the kings that other nations around
us have.’ 15 Yahweh our God will permit
you to have a king, but be sure that you appoint someone whom he has chosen. That
man must be an Israelite; you must not
appoint someone who is a foreigner to be
your king. 16 After he becomes the king,
he should not acquire a large number of
horses for himself. He should not send
people to Egypt to buy horses for him, because Yahweh said to you, ‘Never return
to Egypt for anything!’ 17 And he must not
have a lot of wives, because if he did that,
they would turn him away from worshiping only Yahweh. And he must not acquire
a lot of silver and gold.
18

When he becomes your king, he must
appoint someone to copy these laws. He
must copy them from the scroll that is kept
by the priests descended from Levi. 19 He
must keep this new scroll near him and
read from it every day of his life, in order
that he may learn to have an awesome respect for Yahweh, and to faithfully obey
all the rules and regulations that are written in these laws. 20 If he does that, he
will not think that he is more important
than his fellow Israelites, and he will completely obey Yahweh’s commands. As a result, he and his descendants will rule as
kings in Israel for many years.”

Chapter 18
1
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of Levi, will not receive any land in Israel.
Instead, they will receive some of the food
that other people offer to be burned on the
altar to be sacriﬁced to Yahweh and some
of the other sacriﬁces that will be offered
to Yahweh. 2 They will not be allotted any
land like the other tribes will be. What
they will receive is the honor of being Yahweh’s priests, which is what he said that
they should have.

use magic to ﬁnd out what will happen in
the future. Do not interpret omens to ﬁnd
out what will happen. Do not practice sorcery. Do not put spells on people. 11 Do
not try to talk with spirits of dead people.
Do not do magic. 12 Yahweh hates people who do any of those disgusting things.
And as you advance through that land, he
is going to drive out the people groups because they do those disgusting things. 13
But you must always be faithful to Yahweh
3
When the people bring an ox or a sheep
and avoid doing any of those disgusting
to be sacriﬁced, they must give to the
things.
priests the shoulder, the cheeks, and the
stomach of those animals. 4 You must also 14 The people groups that you are about to
give to them the ﬁrst part of the grain expel from the land that you will occupy
that you harvest, and the ﬁrst part of the consult soothsayers and those who pracwine that you make, and the ﬁrst part of tice divination. But as for you, Yahweh
the olive oil that you make, and the ﬁrst our God does not allow you to do that. 15
part of the wool that you shear from your Some day he will send from among you
sheep. 5 You must do this because Yahweh a prophet like me. He will tell you what
our God has chosen the tribe of Levi from will happen in the future, and you must
all of your tribes, in order that it would be obey him. 16 On the day that your ancesones from that tribe who would always be tors were gathered at the bottom of Mount
Sinai, they pleaded with me saying, ‘We
the priests who would serve him.
do not want Yahweh to speak to us again,
6
If any man from the tribe of Levi who
and we do not want to see this huge ﬁre
has been living in one of the towns in Isthat is burning on the mountain!’ Your anrael wants to come from there to the place
cestors said that because they were afraid
of worship that Yahweh has chosen, and
that they would die if Yahweh spoke to
to start living there, 7 he is permitted to
them again.
serve Yahweh there as a priest, just like
the other men from the tribe of Levi who 17 Then Yahweh said to me, ’What they
have been serving there. 8 He must be have said is true. 18 So I will send from
given the same amount of food that the among them a prophet like you. I will
other priests receive. He is permitted to tell him what to say, and then he will tell
keep the money that his relatives receive people everything that I tell him to say.
for selling some of their possessions and 19 He will speak for me. And I will punish anyone who does not heed what he
send to him.
says. 20 But if any person says that he is
9
When you enter the land that Yahweh
a prophet and dares to speak a message
our God is giving you, you must not imiwhich he falsely says comes from me but
tate the disgusting things that the people
which I did not tell him to speak, or anygroups who are there now do. 10 You must
one who speaks a message that he says
not sacriﬁce any of your children by burnother gods have revealed to him, he must
ing them on your altars. Do not try to
be executed for doing that.’
use supernatural power to discover what
will happen in the future. Do not try to 21 But perhaps you will say to yourself,
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‘How can we know if a message that someone tells us does not come from Yahweh?’ 22 The answer is that when someone speaks a message about what will happen in the future, a message that he says
was revealed by Yahweh, if what he says
does not happen, you will know that the
message did not come from Yahweh. That
person has wrongly claimed that it was revealed to him by Yahweh. So you do not
need to be afraid of anything that he says.

able to catch the other person before he
arrives at that city. 7 Therefore, I give you
this command, that you select three cities
for this purpose.
8-9

If you do everything that I am today
commanding you to do, and if you love
Yahweh our God, and if you conduct your
lives as he wants you to do, Yahweh our
God will give you much more land than
you will have when you ﬁrst occupy it,
which is what he promised to do. He will
give you all the land which he promised
your ancestors that he would give to you.
When he gives you that land, you must select three more cities to which people may
escape. 10 Do this in order that people who
1
After Yahweh our God has destroyed the are innocent will not die, and you will not
people groups from the land that he is giv- be guilty for allowing them to be executed,
ing to you, and after you have driven them in the land that Yahweh is giving to you.
out from their cities and you start to live 11
But suppose someone hates his enemy
in their houses, 2-3 you must divide into
three parts the land that he is giving to and hides and waits for that person to
you. Then select a city in each part. You come along the road. Then when he
must make good roads in order that peo- passes by, suddenly he attacks him and
ple can get to those cities easily. Some- murders him. If the attacker ﬂees to one
12
one who kills another person can escape of those cities to be protected there,
the elders of the city where the murdered
to one of those cities to be safe.
man lived must not protect the attacker.
4
This is the rule about someone who has They must send someone to the city to
killed another person. If someone acci- which the other man escaped, and bring
dentally kills another person who was not him to to get revenge, so that he may exehis enemy, he may escape to one of those cute that man. 13 You must not pity those
cities and be safe. 5 For example, if two who murder other people! Instead, you
men go into the forest to cut some wood, must execute them, in order that the peoif the axe head comes off the handle while ple in the land of Israel will not be punone of them is chopping down a tree and ished for murdering innocent people, and
the ax head strikes and kills the other man, in order that things will go well for you.
the man who was using the ax will be al- 14
When you are living in the land that Yahlowed to run to one of those cities and be
weh our God is giving to you, do not move
safe there, because the people of that city
the markers of your neighbors’ property
will protect him. 6 Because he accidenboundaries that were placed there long
tally killed someone, and because the man
ago.
was not his enemy, he can try to run to one
of those cities. If there were only one city, 15 If someone is accused of committing a
it may be a long distance to that city. Then crime, one person who says, ‘I saw him do
if the relative of the man who was killed it’ is not enough to ﬁnd him guilty. There
to get revenge, is very angry, he may be must be at least two people who say, ‘We
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saw him do it.’ If there is only one witness, must stand in front of the troops. 3 He
the judge must not believe that what he must say to them, ’You Israelite men, listen
says is true.
to me! Today you are going to ﬁght against
your enemies. Do not be timid or afraid, 4
16
Or suppose that someone tries to do
because Yahweh our God will go with you.
wrong to another person by falsely accusHe will ﬁght your enemies for you, and he
ing him. 17 Then both of them must go
will enable you to defeat them.’
to the place where the people worship, to
talk to the priests and judges who are serv- 5 Then the army oﬃcers must say to the
ing at that time. 18 The judges must inves- troops, ’If anyone among you has just built
tigate the case carefully. If the judges de- a new house and has not dedicated it to
termine that one of them has accused the God, he should go home and dedicate the
other falsely, 19 that person must be pun- house. If he does not do that, if he dies
ished in the same way that the other one in the battle, someone else will dedicate
6
would have been punished if the judges the house and live in it.
If anyone
had decided that he was guilty. By punish- among you has planted a vineyard and
ing such people, you will get rid of this evil has not yet harvested any grapes from it,
practice from among you. 20 And when he should go home. If he stays here and
that person is punished, everyone will dies in the battle, someone else will harhear what has happened, and they will be vest the grapes and enjoy the wine made
afraid, and no one will dare to act that way from them. 7 If anyone among you has beanymore. 21 You must not pity people who come engaged to marry a woman but has
are punished like that. The rule should not married her yet, he should go home. If
be that a person who has murdered some- he stays here and dies in the battle, someone else must be executed; one of a per- one else will marry her.’
son’s eyes must be gouged out if he has 8
Then the oﬃcers must also say, ‘If anygouged out someone else’s eye, one tooth
one among you is afraid or timid, he
of a person who has knocked out the tooth
should go home, in order that he does not
of another person must be knocked out;
cause his fellow soldiers to also stop being
one hand of a person who has cut off the
courageous.’ 9 When the oﬃcers have ﬁnhand of another person must likewise be
ished speaking to the troops, they must apcut off; one foot of a person who has cut
point commanders over them.
off the foot of another person must also
10
be cut off.
When you go up to a city that is far
away to attack it, ﬁrst tell the people there
that if they surrender, you will not attack
them. 11 If they open the gates of the city
and surrender, they will all become your
12
slaves to work for you.
But if they
1
When your soldiers go to ﬁght your en- refuse to surrender peacefully and decide
emies, and you see that they have many instead to ﬁght against you, your troops
horses and chariots and that their army must surround the city and break through
is much bigger than yours, do not be the walls. 13 Then, when Yahweh our God
afraid of them, because Yahweh our God, enables you to capture the city, you must
who brought your ancestors safely out of kill all the men in the city. 14 But you are
Egypt, will be with you. 2 When you are allowed to take for yourselves the women,
ready to start the battle, the high priest the children, the livestock, and everything
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else that you want to take from the city.
You will be allowed to enjoy all the things
that belonged to your enemies, the things
that Yahweh our God has given to you. 15
You should do that in all the cities that are
far from the land in which you will settle.
16

But in the cities that are in the land that
Yahweh our God is giving to you forever,
you must kill all the people and all the animals. 17 You must get rid of them completely. Get rid of the Heth, the Amor the
Canaan , the Periz, the Hiv, and the Jebus people groups; that is what Yahweh
our God commanded you to do. 18 If you
do not do that, they will teach you to sin
against Yahweh our God and do the disgusting things that they do when they worship their gods.
19

When you surround a city for a long
time, trying to capture it, do not cut down
the fruit trees outside the city. You are allowed to eat the fruit from the trees, but
do not destroy the trees, because they certainly are not your enemies. 20 You are
permitted to cut down the other trees and
use the wood to make ladders and towers
to enable you to go over the walls and capture the city.”

Chapter 21
1

5
its neck.
The priests must go there
also, because Yahweh our God has chosen
them from the tribe of Levi to serve him
and to be his representatives when they
bless people. And he has also chosen them
to settle disputes in which someone has
been injured. 6 The elders from the closest town must wash their hands over the
young cow whose neck was broken, there
in the valley, 7 and they must say, ’We did
not murder this person, and we did not
see who did it. 8 Yahweh, forgive us, your
Israelite people whom you rescued from
Egypt. Do not consider us to be guilty. Instead, forgive us.’ 9 By doing that, you
will be doing what Yahweh considers to be
right, and you will not be considered to be
guilty for murdering that person.
10

When you who are soldiers go to ﬁght
against your enemies, and Yahweh our
God enables you to defeat them, and they
become your prisoners, 11 one of you may
see among them a beautiful woman that
he likes, and he may want to marry her. 12
He should take her to his home, and there
she must shave all the hair off her head
and cut her ﬁngernails to signify that now
she does not belong to her people group
anymore, but now she is becoming an Israelite. 13 She must take off the clothes
that she was wearing when she was captured, and put on Israelite clothes. She
must stay in that man’s house and mourn
for a month because of leaving her parents. After that, he will be allowed to
marry her. 14 Later, if he no longer is
pleased with her, he will be permitted to
allow her to leave him. But because she
was shamed and was forced to sleep with
him, he will not be allowed to treat her
like a slave and sell her to anyone else.

”Suppose someone has been murdered
in a ﬁeld in the land that Yahweh our God
is giving to you, and you do not know who
killed that person. 2 If that happens, your
elders and judges must go out to where
that person’s corpse was found and measure the distance from there to each of
3
the nearby towns.
Then the elders
in the closest town must select a young
cow that has never been used for doing 15 Suppose that a man has two wives, but
work. 4 They must take it to a place near a he likes one of them and dislikes the other
stream where the ground has never been one. And suppose that they both give birth
plowed or planted. There they must break to sons, and that the oldest son is the child
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of the woman that he does not like. 16 On
the day when that man decides which of
his possessions each son will obtain after
he dies, he must not favor the son of the
wife that he loves by giving him the larger
share that should go to the ﬁrstborn son.
17
He must give two-thirds of his possessions to the older son, the son of the wife
whom he does not like. That son is his ﬁrstborn son, and he must be given the largest
share.

Chapter 22
1

If you see an Israelite’s ox or sheep that
has strayed away, do not act as though you
did not see it. Take it back to its owner. 2
But if the owner does not live near you, or
if you do not know who he is, take the animal to your house. It can stay with you until the owner comes, searching for it. Then
you must give the animal to him. 3 You
must do that same thing if you see a donkey, a piece of clothing, or anything else
that someone has lost. Do not refuse to
18
Suppose there is a boy who is very stub- do what you should do. Do not pretend to
born and is always rebelling against his know nothing about the matter.
parents, and who will not heed what they 4
And if you see a fellow Israelite’s donsay to him. And suppose that they punish
key or cow that has fallen down on the
him but he still does not pay attention to
road, do not act as though you did not see
what they tell him. 19 If that happens, his
it. Help the owner to lift the animal up so
parents must take him to the gate of the
that it can stand on its feet again.
city where they live and have him stand
in front of the elders of the city. 20 Then 5 Women must not wear men’s clothes,
the parents must say to the elders of that and men must not wear women’s clothes.
city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and al- Yahweh our God hates people who do
ways rebelling against us. He will not pay things like that.
attention to what we tell him. He eats 6
If you happen to ﬁnd a bird’s nest in a
too much, and he gets drunk.’ 21 Then all
tree
or on the ground, and the mother bird
the elders of that city must execute him
by throwing stones at him. By doing that, is sitting in the nest on its eggs or with the
you will get rid of this evil practice from baby birds,7 do not take the mother bird
among you. And everyone in Israel will and kill it. You are permitted to take the
hear about what happened and they will baby birds, but you must allow the mother
bird to ﬂy away. Do this in order that
be afraid to do what he did.
things will go well for you and that you
will live for a long time.
22

If someone is executed for having committed a crime for which he deserves to
die, and you hang his corpse on a post, 23
you must not allow his corpse to remain
there all night. You must bury it on the
day that he died, because if you keep the
corpse on a post, God will curse the land.
You must bury the corpse that day, in order that you do not deﬁle the land that
Yahweh our God is giving to you.

8

If you build a new house, you must put
a railing around the roof. In this way, you
will not be guilty of having caused someone’s death if a person falls from it and
dies.
9

Do not plant any crop in the area where
your grapevines are growing. If you do,
the priests in Yahweh’s sanctuary will
seize both the seed and the harvest of that
vineyard.
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10

Do not hitch together an ox and a don- has done something in Israel that is very
key for plowing your ﬁelds.
disgraceful, by sleeping with some man
while she was still living in her father’s
11
Do not wear clothing that is made by
house. By executing her like that, you will
weaving together wool and linen.
get rid of this evil practice from among
12
Twist threads together to make tassels you.
and sew them on the four bottom corners 22
If a man is caught while he is sleepof your cloak.
ing with another man’s wife, both of them
13
Suppose a man marries a young woman must be executed. By doing that, you will
and sleeps with her and later decides that get rid of this evil practice from Israel.
he does not want her anymore, 14 and 23
Suppose in some town a man sees a
suppose that he says false things about
young woman who is promised to be marher, and claims that she was not a virgin
ried to another man, and he is caught
when he married her. 15 If that happens,
sleeping with her. 24 You must take both
the young woman’s parents must take the
of them to the gate of that town, where
sheet that was on the bed when the man
the town leaders decide important matand their daughter were married, which
ters. There you must execute them both
still has bloodstains on it, and show it to
by throwing stones at them. You must exthe elders of the city at the gate of the city.
ecute the young woman because she did
16
Then the father of the young woman
not shout for help even though she was in
must say to the elders, ’I gave my daughter
the town. And the man must be executed
to this man to be his wife. But now he says
because he slept with someone who was
that he does not want her anymore. 17 And
already promised to be married. By doing
he has falsely said that she was not a virthat, you will get rid of this evil practice
gin when he married her. But look! Here
from among you
is what proves that my daughter was a virgin! Look at the bloodstains on the sheet 25 But suppose out in the open countryside
where they slept the night that they were a man meets a young woman who is enmarried!’ And he will show the sheet to gaged to be married, and he forces her to
the elders. 18 Then the elders of that city sleep with him. If that happens, only that
must take that man and whip him. 19 They man must be executed. 26 You must not
shall require that he pay a ﬁne of one hun- punish the young woman, because she did
dred pieces of silver and give the money not do anything for which she deserves
to the father of the young woman, be- to be executed. This case is like when
cause the man has brought shame on an one man attacks another man in the counIsraelite young woman. Also, that woman tryside and murders him, 27 because the
must continue to live with him; she is his man who forced her to sleep with him saw
wife. He is not allowed to divorce her dur- her when she was in the open countryside,
and even though she called out for help,
ing the rest of his life.
there was no one there who could rescue
20
But if what the man said is true, and
her.
there is nothing to prove that she was a
virgin when he married her, 21 they must 28 If a man forces a young woman who is
take that young woman to the door of not engaged to be married to sleep with
her father’s house. Then the men of that him, and if someone sees him while he
city must execute her by throwing stones is doing that, 29 that man must pay ﬁfty
at her. They must do that because she pieces of silver to the young woman’s fa-
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ther, and he must marry her, because he 9 When your soldiers are living in camp
shamed her by forcing her to sleep with in time of war, they must avoid doing
him. He is not allowed to divorce her dur- things that would make them unaccepting the rest of his life.
able to God. 10 If any soldier becomes unacceptable to God because semen comes
30
A man must not take what belongs to his
out of his body during the night, the next
father by sleeping with any of his father’s
morning he must go outside the camp and
wives.
stay there during that day. 11 But in the
evening of that day, he must bathe himself, and at sunset he will be allowed to
come back into the camp.

Chapter 23

12

Your soldiers must have a toilet area outAny male person whose reproductive or- side the camp where you can go when you
gans have been destroyed may not be in- need to. 13 When you go to ﬁght against
cluded as one of Yahweh’s people.
your enemies, carry a stick along along
with
your weapons, in order that when
2
No illegitimate person or descendant of
an illegitimate person, extending to the you need to defecate, you can dig a hole
tenth generation, shall be included as one with the stick, and then cover up the14hole
when you have ﬁnished defecating. You
of Yahweh’s people.
must keep the camp acceptable to Yahweh
3
No one from the Ammon or Moab peo- our God, because he is with you in your
ple groups shall be included as one of camp to protect you and to enable you to
Yahweh’s people, extending to the tenth defeat your enemies. Do not do anything
generation. 4 One reason for this is that disgraceful that would cause Yahweh to
their leaders refused to give your ances- stop you from being his people.
tors food and water when they were trav- 15
If slaves who escape from their masters
eling from Egypt to Canaan. Another reason is that they paid Balaam son of Beor come to you and request you to protect
from the town of Pethor in Mesopotamia, them,16do not send them back to their masAllow them to stay among you, in
to curse you Israelites. 5 But Yahweh our ters.
God did not pay attention to Balaam; in- whatever town they choose, and do not
stead, he caused Balaam to bless your an- mistreat them.
cestors, because Yahweh loved them. 6 As 17 Do not allow any Israelite man or
long as Israel is a nation, you must not woman to become prostitutes at the temdo anything to cause things to go well for ple. 18 Also, do not allow any people who
those two people groups to enable them to earned money from being a prostitute to
prosper.
bring any of that money into the temple
of Yahweh our God, even if they solemnly
7
But do not despise anyone from the
promised to pay that money to him. YahEdom people group, because they are deweh hates those who are prostitutes.
scendants of your ancestor Isaac, just like
you are. And do not despise people from 19 When you lend money or food or anyEgypt, because they treated your ances- thing else to a fellow Israelite, do not
tors well when they ﬁrst lived in Egypt. 8 charge them interest. 20 You are allowed
The grandchildren of people from Edom to charge interest when you lend money
and Egypt who live among you now may to foreigners who live in your land, but
be included among Yahweh’s people.
not when you lend money to Israelites. Do
1
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this in order that Yahweh our God will if he married her again. You must not sin
bless you in everything that you do in the by doing that in the land that Yahweh our
land that you are about to enter and oc- God is giving to you.
cupy.
5
When a man has just become married,
21
When you solemnly promise to give he must not be required to become a solsomething to Yahweh your God or to do dier in the army or be required to do any
something for him, do not delay in doing other work for the government. He must
it. Yahweh expects you to do what you be exempt from such work for one year afpromised, and if you do not do it, you ter being married. He should stay at home
will be committing a sin. 22 But if you and make his wife happy for that year.
do not solemnly promise to do something, 6
Anyone who lends money to someone
that is not sinful. 23 But if you voluntarily
else
is allowed to require that person to
promise to do something, you must do it.
give him something to guarantee that he
24
When you walk through someone else’s will pay back the money that he borrowed,
vineyard, you are allowed to pick and eat but he must not take from him his millas many grapes as you want, but you must stone because that would be taking from
not put any in a container and take them the other person the millstone that his
away. 25 When you walk along a path in family needs to make ﬂour for baking
someone else’s ﬁeld of grain, you are al- bread to stay alive.
lowed to pluck some of the grain and eat 7
If someone kidnaps a fellow Israelite to
it, but you must not cut any grain with a
make that person his slave or to sell him
sickle and take it with you.
to become someone else’s slave, you must
execute the person who did that. By doing that, you will get rid of this evil from
among you.

Chapter 24
1

Suppose a man marries a woman and
later decides that he does not want her because there is something offensive, and he
sends her away from his house. And suppose he writes a paper in which he says
that he is divorcing her, and he gives the
paper to her and sends her away from
his house 2 Then suppose that she goes
away. She is allowed to marry another
man. 3 Suppose that that man later also
decides that he does not like her, and that
he also writes a paper in which he says
that he is divorcing her, and he sends her
away from his house. Or, suppose that the
second husband dies. 4 If either of those
things happen, her ﬁrst husband must not
marry her again. He must consider that
she has become unacceptable to Yahweh.
Yahweh would consider it to be disgusting

8

If you are suffering from leprosy, be sure
to do everything that the priests, who are
from the tribe of Levi, tell you to do. Obey
carefully the instructions that I have given
to them. 9 Do not forget what Yahweh our
God did to Miriam, when she became a
leper, as your ancestors were coming out
of Egypt.
10

When you lend something to someone,
do not go into his house to take the cloak
that he says that he will give you to guarantee that he will return what he has borrowed. 11 Stand outside his house, and the
man to whom you are lending something
will bring the cloak out to you. 12 But if he
is poor, do not keep that cloak overnight.
13
When the sun sets, take the cloak back
to him, in order that he may wear it while
he sleeps. If you do that, he will ask God
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to bless you, and Yahweh our God will be you to be kind to those who are needy.”
pleased with you.
14

Do not mistreat any servants whom
you have hired who are poor and needy,
whether they are Israelites or foreigners
who are living in your town. 15 Every
day, before sunset, you must pay them the
money that they have earned. They are
poor and they need to get their pay. If
you do not pay them right away, they will
cry out against you to Yahweh, and he will
punish you for having sinned like that.
16

Parents must not be executed for crimes
that their children have committed, and
children must not be executed for crimes
that their parents have committed. People should be executed only for the crimes
that they themselves have committed.
17

You must do for foreigners who live
among you and for orphans the things
that the laws state that must be done for
them. And if you lend something to a
widow, do not take her coat from her as a
guarantee that she will return it. 18 Do not
forget that you had great troubles when
you were slaves in Egypt, and that Yahweh
our God rescued you from there. That is
why I am commanding you to help others
who have troubles.

Chapter 25
1

”If two Israelites have a dispute and
they go to a court, the judge will probably decide that one is innocent and that
the other one is guilty. 2 If the judge says
that the guilty person must be punished,
he shall command him to lie with his face
on the ground and be whipped. The number of times he is struck with a whip will
depend on what kind of crime he committed. 3 It is permitted that he be struck
as many as forty times, but no more than
that. If he is struck more than forty times,
he would be humiliated publicly.
4

When your ox is walking on the grain to
separate it from the chaff, do not prevent
it from eating some of grain.
5

If two brothers live on the same property, and one of them who has no son dies,
the man’s widow should not marry someone who is not a member of his family.
The dead man’s brother must marry her
and sleep with her. It is his duty to do that.
6
If she later gives birth to a son, that son is
to be considered the son of the man who
19
When you harvest your crops, if you died, in order that the dead man’s name
have forgotten that you left one bundle in will not disappear from Israel.
the ﬁeld, do not go back to get it. Leave 7 But if the dead man’s brother does not
it there for foreigners, orphans, and wid- want to marry that woman, she must
ows. If you do that, Yahweh will bless you stand at the city gate. She must say to
in everything that you do. 20 And when the city leaders, ‘My husband’s brother reyou have harvested all your olives from fuses to marry me in order that I may
the trees once, do not go back to pick the give birth to a son who will prevent the
ones that are still on the trees. 21 Sim- dead man’s name from disappearing in Isilarly, when you pick the grapes in your rael.’ 8 Then the elders must summon that
vineyard, do not go back a second time man and talk to him. Perhaps he will still
9
In that
to try to ﬁnd more. Leave them for the refuse to marry that widow.
foreigners, orphans, and widows among case, she must go up to him while the elyou. 22 Do not forget that Yahweh acted ders are watching, and take off one of his
kindly toward you when you were slaves sandals to symbolize that he would not rein Egypt. That is why I am commanding ceive any of her property, spit in his face,
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Chapter 26

and say to him, ‘This is what happens to
the man who refuses to do what is needed
to allow his dead brother to have a son in 1
order that our family name does not dis- After you occupy the land that Yahweh
to you, and you have setappear.’ 10 After that happens, that man’s our God is giving
2
family will be known as ‘the family of the tled there, each of you must take some
of the ﬁrst crops that you harvest, put it
man whose sandal was pulled off.’
in a basket, and take it to the place that
Yahweh will have chosen for you to wor11
When two men are ﬁghting with each ship there. 3 Go to the high priest who is
other, and the one man’s wife comes up serving at that time and say to him, ‘By givto help her husband by grabbing hold of ing you this ﬁrst part of my harvest today,
the other man’s private parts, 12 do not act I am declaring to Yahweh our God that I
mercifully toward her; cut off her hand.
have picked it in the land that he solemnly
promised to our ancestors to give to us.’
4
Then the priest must take the basket of
13-14
When you are buying or selling things,
food from your hand and put it on the
do not try to cheat people by having two
altar where sacriﬁces are offered to Yahkinds of weights, one which you use when
weh our God. 5 Then in Yahweh’s presyou buy something and one which you
ence you must say this: ’My ancestor Jause when you sell something, or two kinds
cob was a man from Aram and powerof measuring baskets, one which you use
ful nation. He took his family to Egypt.
when you buy something and one which
They were a small group when they went
you use when you sell something. 15 Althere, but they lived there and their deways use correct weights and correct meascendants became a very large and powsuring baskets, in order that Yahweh our
erful nation. 6 Then the people of Egypt
God will allow you to live a long time in
acted very harshly toward them, and they
the land that he is giving to you. 16 Yahweh
forced them to become their slaves and
hates all those who act dishonestly, and he
to work very hard. 7 Then our ancestors
will punish them.
cried out to you, Yahweh our God, and you
heard them. You saw that they were suf17
Continue to remember what the Amalek fering, and that they were forced to work
people group did to your ancestors when very hard, and were being oppressed. 8
they were coming out of Egypt. 18 They at- Then by your great power and by performtacked your ancestors as they were travel- ing many kinds of miracles, and other tering, when they were weak and exhausted. rifying things, you brought them out of
Those people were not afraid of God at Egypt. 9 You brought us to this land and
all, so they attacked your ancestors from gave it to us, a land that is very fertile. 10
the rear and killed all those who were un- So now, Yahweh, I have brought to you the
able to walk as fast as the others. 19 There- ﬁrst part of the harvest from the land that
fore, when Yahweh our God has given you I received.’ Then you must set the basket
the land that he promised to give you, and down in Yahweh’s presence and worship
when he has enabled you to rest from him there. 11 And you must celebrate by
ﬁghting all your enemies around you, kill eating a meal together to thank Yahweh
all the Amalek people group, with the re- our God for all the good things that he has
sult that no one will remember them any- given to you and to your family. And you
must invite the descendants of Levi and
more. Do not forget to do this!
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the foreigners who are living among you obey all his commands. 19 If you do that,
to also rejoice and eat with you.
he will cause you to become greater than
any other nation that he has established,
12
Every third year, you must bring to the and he will enable you to praise him and
descendants of Levi and to the foreign- honor him. You are a special people to
ers who are living among you and the Yahweh, set apart and holy to him, just as
orphans and the widows a tithe of your he promised.”
crops, in order that in every town they
will have plenty to eat. 13 Then you must
say to Yahweh, ’I have brought to you,
from my house, all of the tenth from my
harvest this year, the tenth that I have set 1
Moses, along with the other Israelite
aside for you. I am giving it to the deleaders, said this to the people: ”Obey all
scendants of Levi, to the foreigners, the
the commandments that I am giving to
orphans, and the widows, as you comyou today. 2 Soon you will cross the Jormanded us to do. I have not disobeyed
dan River and enter the land that Yahany of your commands about the tenth
weh, your God, promised to give to you.
portion, and I have not forgotten any of
There, set up some large stones and cover
14
your commands about it.
I declare
them with plaster. 3 Write on those stones
that I have not eaten any food from the
all these laws and teachings, when you
tenth portion while I was mourning for
enter that very fertile land that Yahweh,
someone who died. And I have not taken
the God whom our ancestors worshiped,
any of it out of my house while I was
promised to give to you. 4 When you have
in any condition unacceptable to you; I
crossed the Jordan River, set up some
have not offered any of it to spirits of
large stones on Mount Ebal, just as I told
dead people. Yahweh, I have obeyed you
you, and cover them with plaster. 5 And
and done everything that you have combuild a stone altar there to offer sacriﬁces
manded us concerning the tenth portion.
to Yahweh, but do not do any work on
15
So please look down from your holy
those stones with iron tools. 6 The altar
place in heaven, and bless us, your Isthat you make to burn sacriﬁces to Yahraelite people. Also bless this very fertile
weh our God must be made with uncut
land which you have given to us, which is
stones. 7 And there you must sacriﬁce ofwhat you promised our ancestors that you
ferings to restore fellowship with Yahweh,
would do.’
and you must eat your share of those of16
Today Yahweh our God is commanding ferings8 and rejoice in the presence of YahAnd, when you write these laws
you to obey all these rules and decrees. weh.
So obey them faithfully, with all your in- on those stones, you must write them very
ner being. 17 Today you have declared clearly.”

Chapter 27

that he is your God, and that you will conduct your lives as he wants you to do, and
that you will obey all his commands and
rules and decrees, and that you will do
18
And toall that he tells you to do.
day Yahweh has declared that you are his
people, which is what he promised that
you would be, and he commands you to

9

Then Moses, along with the priests, said
to all the Israelite people, ”You Israelite
people, be quiet and listen to what I am
saying. Today you have become the people who belong to Yahweh, our God. 10 So
you must do what he tells you, and obey
all the rules and regulations that I am giving to you today.”
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11

On that same day Moses said to the IsAnd all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
raelite people, 12 ”After you have crossed
21
‘Yahweh will curse anyone who sleeps
over the Jordan River, the tribes of with any animal.’
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
Benjamin must stand on Mount Gerizim
22
and request Yahweh to bless the people.
‘Yahweh will curse anyone who sleeps
13
And the tribes of Reuben, Gad, Asher, with his sister or with his half-sister.’
Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali must stand on
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
Mount Ebal and listen to the things that
23
‘Yahweh will curse anyone who sleeps
Yahweh will do when he curses the peowith his mother-in-law.’
ple.
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
14
The descendants of Levi must shout
these words loudly:

24

‘Yahweh will curse anyone who secretly murders someone else.’

15

’Yahweh will curse anyone who
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
carves a ﬁgure from wood or stone or
25
casts a ﬁgure from metal, and secretly sets
‘Yahweh will curse anyone who, beit up and worships it.
cause someone else has given him a bribe,
Yahweh considers that those things murders someone who is innocent.’
are detestable.’
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
26

‘Yahweh will curse anyone who by disobeying these laws refuses to declare that
16
‘Yahweh will curse anyone who disthose laws are good.’
honors his father or his mother.’
And all the people must reply,
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’ ‘Amen.’”
17
‘Yahweh will curse anyone who
removes someone else’s markers of property boundaries.’
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

Chapter 28

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

1

”If you do what Yahweh our God tells
‘Yahweh will curse anyone who leads you to do and faithfully obey everything
a blind person to go in the wrong direc- that I am today commanding you to do, he
tion.’
will cause you to become greater than any
2
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’ other nation on the earth. If you obey
Yahweh, all these blessings will come to
19
‘Yahweh will curse anyone who de- you.
prives foreigners or orphans or widow of
3
He will bless everything that you do
the things that the laws state must be done
when
you are in the cities
for them.’
and he will bless every thing that you
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
do when you are working in the ﬁelds.
20
’Yahweh will curse anyone who shows
4
He will bless you by giving
no respect for his father
you many children and by giving you
by sleeping with any of his father’s abundant crops, and plenty of cattle and
wives.’
sheep.
18
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5

He will bless you by giving you plenty manding you today, and if you never worof grain to make bread.
ship other gods.
6

He will bless you everywhere—when 15 But if you do not do what Yahweh our
you go out of your houses and when you God is telling you to do, and if you do
come into your houses.
not faithfully obey all his rules and regu7
Yahweh will enable you to defeat lations that I am giving to you today, he
will bring these curses upon you and he
the armies of your enemies;
will let them have their full force against
they will attack you from one direc- you.
tion, but they will run away from you in
16
He will curse you when you are in
seven directions.
the cities
8
Yahweh will bless you by ﬁlling your
and he will curse you when you are
barns with grain, and he will bless all the
working
in the ﬁelds.
work that you do;
17
He will curse you by not giving you
he will bless you in the land that he
much
grain
to make bread.
is giving to you.
18
He will curse you by giving you
If you obey all the commandments that
only
a
few
children, by giving you poor
Yahweh our God has given to you and if
you live your lives by following his com- crops, and by not giving you many cattle
mandments, he will make you his own, his and sheep.
holy people, which is just as he promised.
19
He will curse you everywhere—
9

Then all the people groups on the earth when you go out of your houses and when
will realize that you belong to Yahweh, you come into your houses.
and they will be afraid of you.
20
If you do evil things and reject Yahweh,
11
And Yahweh will cause you to prosper
he will curse you by causing you to be
very much. He will give you many chilconfused, and to be frustrated in all that
dren, many cattle, and abundant crops in
you do,
the land that he solemnly promised to our
until your enemies quickly and comancestors that he would give to you.
pletely destroy you .
12
At the time that rain is needed, Yahweh
21
Yahweh will send terrible diseases
will send it from where he stores it in the
sky, and he will bless all your work, with on you,
the result that you will be able to lend
until not one of you remains alive in
money to many other nations, but you will
the land that you are about to enter and
not need to borrow money from them.
occupy.
13
If you faithfully obey all of the com22
Yahweh will aﬄict you with dismands of Yahweh our God that I am giving
eases that shrivel your bodies, with fever,
you today, Yahweh will cause your nation
with inﬂammation.
to be superior to other nations, not infeIt will be extremely hot, and it will
rior to them; you will always be prospernot rain.
ous and you will never be needy.
10

14

Yahweh will do all these things for you
There will be scorching winds, and
if you do not stop obeying what I am com- he will cause your crops to rot.
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30
All these things will strike you until
Some of you men will be engaged to
you die.
marry a young woman, but someone else
will forcibly sleep with her.
23
No rain will fall from the sky, with
You will build houses, but you will
the result that the ground will be as hard
never live in them.
as iron.

You will plant grapevines, but you
Instead of sending rain, Yahweh will
send strong winds to blow sand and dust will not eat the grapes; someone else will
over your land, until your land is ruined. eat them.
24

31
Your enemies will butcher your
Yahweh will enable your enemies
cattle while you watch them, and you will
to defeat you;
not get any of the meat to eat.
your soldiers will attack them from
They will drag away your donkeys
one direction, but will run away from
while
you
watch them do it, and they will
them in seven directions,
not give them back to you.
and when the people of other nations
They will take away your sheep; and
see what is happening to you, they will say
there will not be anyone to help you resthat it is horrible.
cue them.
26
You will die, and birds and wild
32
While you watch, your sons and
animals will come and eat your corpses,
daughters will be given to foreigners to
and there will not be anyone to scare become their slaves. Every day you will
them away.
watch for your children to return, but you
will watch in vain.
27
Yahweh will cause you to have boils
33
People from a foreign nation will
on your skin, like he caused the people of
take all the crops that you worked hard to
Egypt to have many years ago.
produce,
He will cause you to have tumors,
and they will constantly treat you
open sores, and your skin will itch, but
harshly
and cruelly.
there will be nothing that will cure those
diseases.
34
The result will be that all these ter25

Yahweh will cause some of you to rible things that you see will cause you to
become insane; he will cause some of you become insane.
35
to become blind, and he will cause some
Yahweh will cause your legs to be
of your minds to become confused.
covered with painful boils that cannot be
29
Because you will not be able to see healed,
28

where you are going, at midday you will
and you will have boils from the botgrope around with your hands, like peo- tom of your feet to the top of your head.
ple do in the darkness.
36
Yahweh will cause your king and the
You will not prosper in anything that rest of you to be taken to another country,
you do.
to a place in which you and your ancestors
have never lived,
You will continually be oppressed
and robbed, and there will not be anyone
and there you will worship and serve
to help you.
gods that are made of wood or stone.
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37

When the people groups in nearby served him very joyfully, but you did not
countries see what has happened to you, do that.
they will be shocked;
48
Therefore, you will work for the enethey will taunt you and make fun of mies whom Yahweh will send to attack
you in every place where Yahweh drives you. You will be hungry and thirsty; you
you.
will not have clothes to wear; and you will
38
You will plant plenty of seeds in lack everything else that you need. And
your ﬁelds, but you will reap only a small Yahweh will cause you to become slaves
harvest, because locusts will eat the crops. and work hard until he destroys you.
You will plant grapevines and 49 Yahweh will bring against you an army
take care of them, but you will not pick from very far away, soldiers who speak
any grapes to make wine, because worms a language that you do not understand.
They will swoop down on you quickly like
will eat the vines.
an eagle. 50 They will be ﬁerce looking.
40
Olive trees will grow everywhere in
They will not act mercifully toward anyyour land, but you will not get any olive oil
one, not even young children and old peoto rub on your skin because the olives will
ple. 51 They will kill and eat your livedrop on the ground before they are ripe.
stock, and they will eat your crops, and
41
You will have sons and daughters, you will starve. They will not leave for
but they will not stay with you, because you any grain or wine or olive oil or catthey will be captured and taken away.
tle or sheep; and you will all die from
52
42
Your enemies will surround
Swarms of locusts will eat your hunger.
your
towns
throughout
the land that Yahcrops and the leaves of all your trees.
weh your God is about to give to you, and
43
Foreigners who live in your they will break down the high and strong
land will become more and more power- walls around your towns, walls which you
ful, and you will become less and less pow- trusted would protect you.
erful.
53
When your enemies are surrounding
44
They will have money to lend to
your towns, you will be extremely hunyou, but you will not have any money to
gry, with the result that you will eat the
lend to them.
ﬂesh of your own sons and daughters
They will be superior to you, and you that Yahweh your God has given to you.
54-55
will be inferior to them.
When your enemies have surrounded
45
All these disasters will happen to you your towns, even the most gentle and senand continue to happen to you until you sitive men among you will want food very
are destroyed, if you do not do what Yah- desperately, with the result that they will
weh your God told you to do, and do not kill their own children and eat their ﬂesh,
obey all the rules and regulations that he because they will not have anything else
to eat. They will not even share any of it
gave to you.
with their brothers or wives whom they
46
These disasters will solemnly warn you love very much or with any of their other
and your descendants forever what hap- children who are still alive. 56-57 Even the
pens to groups who disobey Yahweh.
most gentle and kind women among you,
47
Because Yahweh blessed you abun- who are very rich with the result that they
dantly in many ways, you should have have never been forced to walk anywhere,
39
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will do the same thing. When your enemies have surrounded your towns, those
women will be extremely hungry, with
the result that after they give birth to a
child, they will secretly kill the baby and
eat its ﬂesh and also eat the afterbirth.
And they will not share any of it with their
husbands whom they love very much or
with any of their other children.
58

If you do not faithfully obey all of the
laws that I am writing, and if you do not
have the utmost respect for Yahweh our
glorious God, 59 he will punish you by
sending on you and on your descendants
great aﬄictions and plagues which will
last for many years. 60 He will bring on
you the plagues that he sent on the people
of Egypt, and you will never be healed. 61
He will also send on you many other sicknesses and diseases that I have not talked
about in these laws, until you all will die.
62
You became as numerous as the stars
in the sky, but only a few of you will remain alive, if you do not obey Yahweh
your God. 63 Yahweh was very happy to
do good things for you and to cause you to
become very numerous, but now he will
be happy to ruin you and get rid of you.
Those of you who do not die from these
plagues will be snatched away from the
land that you will soon be entering to possess.
64

Yahweh will scatter you among many
people groups, all over the earth, and in
those places you will worship other gods
that are made of wood or stone, gods
which you and your ancestors have never
65
In those areas you will not
known.
have any peace. You will feel hopeless
and be discouraged. 66 You will always
be afraid that your enemies will kill you.
You will be very fearful, all day and all
night. 67 Because you will be very fearful and because you will very distressed
because of the terrible things that you see,

each morning you will say ‘I wish it were
evening already!’ and each evening you
will say ‘I wish it were morning already!’
68
Yahweh will send some of you back to
Egypt in ships, even though he promised
that you would never be forced to go there
again. There in Egypt you will try to sell
yourselves to become slaves of your enemies in order to have food to eat, but no
one will buy you.”

Chapter 29
1

These are the covenantal commands of
Yahweh that the Israelites were required
to obey. When they were in the region
of Moab on the east side of the Jordan
River, Moses commanded them to keep
these regulations. These regulations became part of the covenant that Yahweh
had made with them at Mount Sinai.
2

Moses summoned all the Israelite people
and said to them, ”You saw for yourselves
what Yahweh did to the king of Egypt and
to his oﬃcials and to his entire country. 3
You saw all the plagues that Yahweh sent
on them, and all the various miracles that
he performed. 4 But to this day, Yahweh
has not enabled you to understand the
meaning of all that you have seen and
heard. 5 For forty years Yahweh has led
you while you traveled through the desert.
During that time, your clothes and your
sandals have not worn out. 6 You did not
have bread to eat or wine or other fermented drinks to drink, but Yahweh took
care of you, in order that you would know
that he is your God.
7

And when we came to this place, Sihon,
the king who ruled in the city of Heshbon,
and Og, the king who ruled the region of
Bashan, came out with their armies to attack us, but we defeated them. 8 We took
their land and divided it among the tribes
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of Reuben and Gad, and half of the tribe the curses that I have told you about will
of Manasseh.
happen to that person, until Yahweh destroys that person and his family forever.
9
So obey faithfully all of this covenant, in 21
From all the tribes of Israel, Yahweh will
order that you will prosper in everything
choose
that individual to suffer all the disthat you do. 10 Today all of us are standasters that I have listed in the covenant—
ing in the presence of Yahweh our God—I,
all the bad things that will happen to anythe leaders of all your tribes, your elders,
one whom Yahweh curses for disobeying
your oﬃcials, all you Israelite men, 11 your
the laws that I have written in this scroll.
wives, your children, and the foreigners
who live among us and cut wood for us 22 In future years, your descendants and
12
You are all people from other countries will see the
and carry water for us.
here today to agree to accept this covenant disasters and the illnesses that Yahweh
with Yahweh, and to bind yourselves to has caused to happen to you. 23 They will
it. 13 He is making this agreement with see that all your land has been ruined by
you in order to make sure that you are his burning sulfur and salt. Nothing will have
people, and that he is your God. This is been planted. Not even weeds will be
what he promised to do for you, and what there. Your land will resemble the cities
he solemnly promised to your ancestors of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that he would of Admah and Zeboyim, which Yahweh
do. 14 This covenant is not only with you. destroyed when he was very angry with
15
God is making this agreement with us those people. 24 And the people from those
who are here today and also with our de- other nations will ask, ‘Why did Yahweh
scendants who are not yet born.
do this to this land? Why was he so angry
16

You remember the things that our ancestors suffered in Egypt, and how they
traveled through the land that belonged to
other nations after they came out of Egypt.
17
In those countries they saw those disgusting idols made of wood and stone and
decorated with silver and gold. 18 So be
sure that no man or woman or family or
tribe that is here today turns away from
Yahweh our God, to worship any of the
gods of those people groups. If you do that,
you will bring disaster on yourselves.
19

with the people who lived here?’
25

Then other people will reply, ’It is because they refused to obey the covenant
that they had made with Yahweh, the God
whom their ancestors worshiped, when
he brought them out of Egypt. 26 Instead,
they wroshiped other gods that they had
never worshiped before, gods that Yah27
weh had not told them to worship.
So Yahweh became very angry with the
people of this land, and he has caused
to happen to them all the disasters that
their leader warned them about. 28 Yahweh became extremely angry with them
and took them out of their land, and threw
them into another land, and they are still
there.’

Be sure that no one here today who
hears the words of this covenant says to
himself, ‘Everything will go well with me,
even if I stubbornly do what I want to.’ If
you do that, the result will be that Yahweh
will eventually destroy all of you, both
20
Yah- 29 There are some things that Yahweh our
good people and evil people.
weh will not forgive anyone who is stub- God has kept secret, but he has revealed
born like that. Instead, he will be ex- his law to us, and he expects us and our
tremely angry with that person, and all descendants to obey it forever.
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Chapter 30

all that you desire and with all that you
feel.

1

11

I have now told you about the ways that
Yahweh our God will bless you if you obey
him and the ways that he will curse you if
you disobey him. But if you choose not to
obey his laws, some day you will be living
in the countries to which he will have scattered you, and you will remember what
I told you. 2 Then, if you and your children begin to worship Yahweh our God
and faithfully obey all that I have today
commanded you to do, 3 he will again act
mercifully toward you. He will bring you
back from the nations to which he scattered you, and he will cause you to be
4
prosperous again.
Even if you have
been scattered to the most distant places
on the earth, Yahweh our God will gather
you from there and bring you back to your
land. 5 He will enable you to possess again
the land where your ancestors lived. And
he will cause you to be more prosperous
and more numerous than you are now. 6
Yahweh our God will change your inner
beings, with the result that you will love
him with all that you desire and with all
that you feel. And then you will continue
to live in that land. 7 Yahweh our God
will send all the disasters that I have told
you about on your enemies and on those
who oppressed you. 8 As you did before,
you will do what Yahweh wants you to do,
and you will obey all the commands that
I have given to you today. 9 Yahweh our
God will cause you to be very prosperous
in all that you do. You will have many children and many cattle, and you will produce abundant crops. He will again be
happy to enable you to prosper, just like
he was happy to enable your ancestors to
prosper. 10 But he will do those things
only if you do what he has told you to do,
and only if you obey all his rules and regulations that I have written about in this
book, and only if you turn to Yahweh with

The commands that I am giving to you
today are not very diﬃcult for you to obey,
and they are not diﬃcult to know. 12 They
are not hidden in heaven. You do not need
to say, ‘Who can go up to heaven for us
to bring them down here to us so we can
learn them?’ 13 And they are not on the
other side of the sea. You do not need
to say, ‘Who will cross the sea for us and
bring them back to us, so we can learn
them?’ 14 No, his commands are here with
you. You know them, and you can say
them again and again. So you can easily
obey them.
15

So listen! Today I am allowing you to
choose between doing what is evil and doing what is good, between what will enable you to live for a long time and what
will cause you to die while you are still
young. 16 I say again, if you obey the decrees of Yahweh our God that I am giving
to you today, and if you love him and conduct your lives as he wants you to do, and
if you obey all his rules and regulations,
you will prosper and become very numerous, and Yahweh our God will bless you in
the land that you are about to enter and
possess.
17

But if you stop worshiping Yahweh, and
if you refuse to obey what he says, and if
you allow others to persuade you to worship other gods, 18 I am warning you today
that you will soon die. Your people will
not live for very long in the land that you
are about to cross the Jordan River to enter and possess.
19

I am requesting everyone in heaven and
on the earth to testify to you, that today I
am allowing you to choose whether you
want to live for a long time or to soon die,
whether you want Yahweh to bless you or
to curse you. So choose to live. 20 Decide
to love Yahweh our God and to obey him.
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If you do that, you and your descendants
will live for a long time in the land that
Yahweh solemnly promised to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that he
would give to them.”

Chapter 31
1

When Moses ﬁnished saying all that to
the Israelite people, 2 ”I am 120 years old.
I am no longer able to go everywhere that
you need to go, so I cannot be your leader
any longer. Furthermore, Yahweh has
told me that I will not cross the Jordan
River. 3 But Yahweh our God will go ahead
of you. He will enable you to destroy the
nations that are living there, in order that
you can occupy their land. Joshua will be
your leader, which is what Yahweh has
4
Yahweh will do to
already told me.
those nations what he did to Sihon and Og,
the two kings of the Amor people group
when he destroyed their armies and their
people groups. 5 Yahweh will enable you
to conquer those people groups, but you
must kill all of those people, which is what
I have commanded you to do. 6 Be brave
and conﬁdent. Do not be afraid of those
people. Do not forget that it is Yahweh our
God who will go with you. He will always
help you and never abandon you.”
7

Then Moses called Joshua to his side and
said to him, ”Be brave and conﬁdent. You
are the one who will lead these people into
the land that Yahweh promised to our ancestors that he would give to them, and
you will enable them to occupy it. 8 It
is Yahweh who will go ahead of you. He
will be with you. He will always help you.
He will never abandon you. So do not be
afraid or dismayed.”
9

Moses wrote down all these laws and
gave the scroll to the priests, who carried
the sacred chest. He also gave the scroll

to all the Israelite elders. 10 Moses told
them, ”At the end of every seven years, at
the time that all debts are canceled, read
this to the people during the Festival of
Shelters. 11 Read it to all the Israelite people when they gather at the place that Yahweh chooses for them to worship him. 12
Gather together everyone—men, women,
children, even the foreigners who are living in your towns—in order that they may
hear these laws and learn to have an awesome respect for Yahweh our God, and to
faithfully obey everything that is written
in these laws. 13 If they do that, your descendants, who have never known these
laws, will hear them and will also learn to
have an awesome respect for Yahweh our
God, during all the years that they live in
the land that you are about to cross the Jordan River to occupy.”
14

Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Listen
carefully. You will soon die. Summon
Joshua, and you will go to the sacred tent
with him, in order that I may appoint him
to be the new leader.” So Joshua and
Moses went to the sacred tent.
15

There Yahweh appeared to them in a pillar of cloud, and that cloud was over the
entrance to the tent. 16 Yahweh said to
Moses, ”You will soon die. Then these people will become unfaithful to me. They
will stop obeying the covenant that I made
with them. They will begin to worship
the foreign gods that are worshiped by the
people of the land that they will enter. 17
When that happens, I will become very angry with them. I will abandon them and
refuse to help them any longer. Many bad
things will happen to them, and they will
be destroyed. Then they will say among
themselves, ‘These things are happening
to us because our God is no longer with
us.’ 18 And because of all the evil things
that they will have done, and especially
because they will have started to worship
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other gods, I will refuse to help them.
19

have rebelled against Yahweh all during
the time that I have been with them, and
they will rebel much more after I die! 28
So gather all the elders of the tribes and
your oﬃcials, in order that I can teach
them the words of this song, and so that
I can request all those who are in heaven
and on the earth to be witnesses to testify
against these people. 29 I say this, because
I know that after I die, the people will become very wicked. They will stop doing
everything that I have commanded them
to do. And in the future, because of all
the evil things that they will do, they will
cause Yahweh to become angry with them.
Then he will cause them to experience disasters.”

So I am going to give you, Moses, a song.
Write it on a scroll and teach it to the Israelite people and make them memorize
it. It will be like a witness that accuses
them. 20 I am about to take them into a
very fertile land, a land that I solemnly
promised their ancestors that I would give
to them. There they will have plenty to
eat, with the result that their stomachs
will always be full and they will become
fat. But then they will turn to other gods
and start to worship them, and they will
despise me and break the covenant that I
have made with them. 21 And many terrible disasters will happen to them. After
that happens, their descendants will remember this song, and it will be like a wit- 30 Then, while all the Israelite people
ness that says, ‘Now you know why Yah- listened, Moses sang this entire song to
weh punished your ancestors.’ I will soon them:
take them into the land that I solemnly
promised that I would give to them; but
even now, before I do that, I know what
they are thinking that they will do when
they are living there.” 22 So on the very
1
”Listen to me, all you who are in the
day that Yahweh gave Moses that song,
Moses also taught it to the Israelite people. heavens,

Chapter 32

and all you who are on the earth, listen
Then Yahweh appointed Joshua as
leader and said to him, “Be brave and to what I say.
2
conﬁdent, because you will lead the IsI wish that my song may help you like
raelite people into the land that I solemnly the rain helps you,
promised that I would give to them. And I
or like the dew on the ground in the
will be with you.”
morning,
24
Moses ﬁnished writing all the law onto
or like a gentle rain on the young plants,
a scroll. 25 Then he told the descendants of
Levi, who were carrying the Sacred Chest
like showers of rain on the grass.
that contained the Ten Commandments,
3
I will praise Yahweh.
26
”Take this scroll on which these laws
are written, and place it beside the Sacred
And all you people should praise how
Chest that contains the covenant that Yah- great our God is.
weh our God made with you, in order that
4
He is like a rock on top of which we
it may remain there to testify about what
are protected;
Yahweh will do to the people if they diseverything that he does is perfect and
obey him. 27 I say this because I know
that these people are very stubborn. They completely just.
23
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He always does what he says that he
as every person takes good care of his
will do;
own eyes.
11

he never does anything that is wrong.
5

But you Israelite people have been
very unfaithful to him;

Yahweh protected his people just like
an eagle encourages its babies to ﬂy
and ﬂutters over them,

spreading its wings and catching them
because of your sins, you no longer deif they start to fall.
serve to be his children.
You are extremely wicked and deceitful.
6

You foolish and senseless people,

is this the way that you should repay
Yahweh for all that he has done for you?
He is your father; he created you;
he caused you to become a nation.
7

Think about what happened long ago;

12

them;

Yahweh was the only one who led

no other foreign god helped them.
13

After they entered the land that Yahweh promised to give to them,
Yahweh enabled them to rule the hill
country;

consider what happened to your ancestors.

they ate the crops that grew in the ﬁelds.
They found honey in the rocks,

and their olive trees grew even in stony
Ask your parents, and they will inform ground.
you;
14
The cows gave them plenty of curds;
ask the older people, and they will tell the goats gave them plenty of milk,
you.
they had well fed sheep and cattle,
8
When God, who is greater than any
they had very good wheat,
other god, long ago divided the people into
groups,
and they made delicious wine from
their grapes.
he assigned to the nations their land.
15
The Israelite people became rich and
He determined where each people
prosperous,
group should live
but then they rebelled against God;
and limited to each people group their

own gods.

they abandoned him, the one who cre9
But Yahweh decided that we would be ated them,
his people;
the one who powerfully saves them.
16
he chose us, the descendants of Jacob,
He abandoned them because they
to belong to him.
started to worship other gods.
10

He saw our ancestors when they were
Because of their worshiping disgusting
in a desert,
idols,
wandering in a land that was desolate.

he became angry.

17
He protected them and took care of
They offered sacriﬁces to gods who
were really demons,
them,
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gods that their ancestors had never
they will feel as though I am shooting
known;
all my arrows on them.
24
they offered sacriﬁces to gods that they
They will die because of being hungry
had recently found out about,
and because of having hot fevers

gods whom your ancestors had never
had any respect for.

and because of terrible diseases;
I will send wild animals to attack them,

18

They forgot the true God, the one who
protects them,

and poisonous snakes to bite them.

25
Outside their houses, their enemies
the one who created them and caused
will kill them with swords,
them to live.
19
and in their homes, their enemies will
When Yahweh saw that they had
cause them to be terriﬁed.
abandoned him, he became angry,

Their enemies will kill young men and
so he rejected the Israelite people who
young women,
were like his sons and daughters.
20

He said, ’They are very wicked people,

very unfaithful;

and they will kill infants and old people
with gray hair.
26

so I will no longer help them,
and then I will watch and see what happens to them.
21

Because they now are worshiping
idols, which are not really gods,

I wanted only to scatter them to distant countries
in order that no one would ever remember them.
27

But if I did that, their enemies would
wrongly boast

they have caused me to be like a jealous
that they were the ones who had gotten
husband because I want them to worship
rid
of my people;
only me.
they would say, ”We are the ones who
So now, in order to cause them to bedefeated
them;
come angry,

it was not Yahweh who has done all
I will now send to attack them an army
these
things.”’
of a nation of worthless and foolish peo28
ple.
You Israelites are a nation of people
22
who
do
not have any sense.
I will be very angry, and I will destroy
them
None of you are wise.
like a ﬁre that will burn all the way
29
If you were wise, you would underdown to the place where dead people are; stand why you would be punished;
that ﬁre will destroy the earth and evyou would have realized what was goerything that grows on it,
ing to happen to you.
and it will even burn what is down under the mountains.

30

You would have realized why a thousand of your soldiers would be defeated
23
I will pile up on them many disasters; by only one of the enemy soldiers,
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37
and why two of your enemies would
Then Yahweh will ask you, ’Where
chase away ten thousand Israelite sol- are the gods
diers.
that you thought would protect you?
You would realize that this would hap38
You gave to those gods the best parts
pen only if God, the one who always de- of the animals that you sacriﬁced,
fended you, had put you in the hands of
and you poured out wine for them to
your enemies,
drink.
that Yahweh had abandoned you.
So they should rise and help you;
31
Your enemies know that their gods
they should be the ones who will protect
are not powerful like Yahweh, our God,
you!
so their gods could not have defeated
39
But now you will realize that I, only I,
us Israelites.
am God;
32
Your enemies are like grapevines
there is no other god who is a real god.
planted near the ruins of the cities of
I am the one who can kill people and
Sodom and Gomorrah;
who can cause people to live;
the grapes from those vines are bitter
I can wound people, and I can heal peoand poisonous.
ple,
33
The wine from those grapes is like
and there is no one who can prevent me
the poison of snakes.
from doing those things.
34
Yahweh says, ’I know what I have
40
I raise my hand toward heaven and
planned to do to the Israelite people and
solemnly declare
to their enemies,
that just as sure as I live forever, I will
and I have locked up those plans as
act.
someone would lock up his valuable pos41
When I sharpen my sword
sessions.

and prepare to punish people,

35

I am the one who will get revenge
and pay those enemies back for what they
have done to my people,
at the right time for them to be punished;
they will soon experience disasters,

I will get revenge on my enemies,
and I will pay back those who hate me.
42

I will kill all of my enemies with a
sword;
it will be as though I had arrows that
were covered with their blood.

and I will punish them quickly.’
36

But Yahweh will say that you who are
truly his people are innocent,

I will kill all those whom I capture
and cut off their heads.’

and he will act mercifully toward you
You people of all nations, you should
who serve him,
praise Yahweh’s people,
43

when he sees that you are helpless,

because Yahweh gets revenge on those
and that there are very few of you, who kill the people who serve him,
slaves or free people, who are still alive.
and he cleanses his people’s land
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which has become deﬁled because of of Edom
their sins.”
and like his light shone on us when we
44
were
in the desert near Mount Paran after
Joshua and Moses sang that song while
45 we left Mount Sinai.
the Israelite people were listening.
Then they ﬁnished singing to them this
He came with ten thousand angels,
46
Moses said, ”Never forget all
song.
and there was a ﬂaming ﬁre at his right
these commands that I have been giving
you today. Teach these laws to your chil- side.
3
dren, in order that they will faithfully
Yahweh truly loves his people
47
obey all of them. These instructions are
and protects all those who belong to
very important. If you obey them, you
will live a long time in the land that you him.
are about to cross the Jordan River to ocSo they prostrate themselves in front of
cupy.”
him,
and they listen to his instructions.

48

On that same day, Yahweh said to Moses,
”Go to the Abarim mountain range here
in the region of Moab, across from Jericho. Climb Mount Nebo and look toward
the west to see Canaan, the land that I am
about to give to the Israelite people. 50
You will die on that mountain, like your
older brother Aaron died on Mount Hor.
51
You will die because both of you disobeyed me in the presence of the Israelite
people, when you all were at the springs
of Meribah near Kadesh in the wilderness
of Zin. You did not honor and respect me
in the presence of the Israelite people in
the way that I deserve because I am God.
52
When you are on that mountain where I
told you to go, you will see in the distance
in front of you the land that I am about
to give to the Israelite people, but you will
not enter it.”
49

Chapter 33

4

I gave them laws to obey,

laws that would forever be for the descendants of Jacob.
5

So Yahweh became the king of his Israelite people
when all the tribes and their leaders
had gathered together.
6

I say this about the tribe of Reuben:

I desire that their tribe will never disappear,
but that they will never become numerous.
7

I say this about the tribe of Judah:

Yahweh, listen to them when they call
out for help;
and after they separate from the other
tribes, unite them with the other tribes
again.
Fight for them,

1

Before God’s prophet Moses died, he
and help them to ﬁght against their enasked God to bless the Israelite people. 2 emies.
This is what he said:
8
I say this about the tribe of Levi:
”Yahweh came and spoke to us at Mount
Yahweh, give to those who are dedicated
Sinai;
to you the sacred stones that they will use
he came like the sun rises in the region to ﬁnd out what you want to be done;
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15
You tested them at a spring in the desert,
I desire that Yahweh give them that
a spring that they named Massah and also very nice fruit that will grow on trees in
named Meribah
their ancient mountains.
16
I desire that Yahweh will bless their
to ﬁnd out if they would remain loyal
land and that he ﬁll the land with many
to you.
9
The tribe of Levi did what you told good crops.

I desire that Yahweh will bless the tribes
and obeyed the covenant that you had of Joseph in all those ways,
because he was the leader over his older
made with the Israelite people;
those laws were more important to brothers when they were in Egypt.
them to do

17

The descendants of Joseph will be as
strong
as a bull;
than their siblings and parents and chilwith their weapons they will wound
dren.
10
The tribe of Levi will teach the Is- their enemies like a wild ox gores other
raelite people your decrees and your laws, animals with its horns.
them

They will push other people groups,
and they are the ones who will burn
all of them, to the most distant places
incense and who will completely burn
on the altar the offerings that the people on the earth.
bring.
That is what the descendants of the two
11
sons of Joseph will do,
Yahweh, bless their work
and accept all that they do.
Crush all their enemies;

do not enable their enemies to be able
to ﬁght against them again.
12

I say this about the tribe of Benjamin:
They are the tribe that Yahweh loves;
he keeps them safe.
He protects them continually,
and he lives among their hills.

13

the ten thousands of the tribe of
Ephraim and the thousands of the tribe of
Manasseh.
18

I say this about the tribes of Zebulun
and Issachar:
I desire that the people of Zebulun will
prosper in their travels across the seas,
and that the people of Issachar will prosper while they stay at home and take care
of their cattle and crops.
19

They will invite people from the other
Israelite tribes to the mountain where
I desire that Yahweh will bless their land they worship Yahweh,
I say this about the tribes of Joseph:
by giving them rain from the sky

and they will offer correct sacriﬁces to
him.
and water from deep down in the
ground.
They will become rich from the trade
14
I desire that Yahweh will bless their that they carry out on the seas
land by giving them good fruit ripened by
and from using the sand along the sea
the sun
to make things.
and good crops in the right months.

20
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Praise Yahweh, the one who made their
I desire all the time that they live and
territory large.
not be harmed by anyone.
26
You people of Israel, there is no god
The people of their tribe will attack their
enemies ﬁercely like a lion that crouches, like your God,

who rides majestically across the sky to
waiting to tear off the arm or the scalp
help you.
of some animal.
27
God, who lives forever, is the one
They chose the best part of the land
who gives you refuge;
for themselves;
21

it is as though he puts his everlasting
a large share of the land, a share that
should be given to a leader was allotted to arms under you to support you.
them.
He will drive out your enemies while
When the leaders of the tribes of Israel you advance;
gathered together,
he has told you to destroy all of them.
they decided that the tribe of Gad should
have a large share of the land.

28

So you Israelite people will live safely;

you descendants of Jacob will not be
The tribe of Gad obeyed the commands disturbed by others;
of Yahweh and the things that he decided
in the land where you will live, there
that they should do.
will
be plenty of grain and wine,
22
I say this about the tribe of Dan:
and plenty of rain will fall from the sky.
The people of the tribe of Dan are like
29
You people of Israel, how fortunate
a young lion;
are you.
they leap out from their caves in the
There is certainly no nation like your
region of Bashan to attack their enemies.
nation,
23
I say this about the tribe of Naphtali:
whom Yahweh has rescued from being
The people of the tribe of Naphtali have slaves in Egypt.
been blessed by Yahweh, who has been
He will be like a shield to protect you
very kind to them;
and like a sword to enable you to defeat
their land extends far south from Lake
your
enemies.
Galilee.
24

I say this about the tribe of Asher:

Yahweh will bless the descendants of
Asher more than he will bless the other
tribes.
Yahweh will favor them most of all.

Your enemies will come to you begging
for you to act mercifully toward them,
but you will trample on their backs.”

Chapter 34

I desire that their land will be ﬁlled with
olive trees that will produce a lot of olives 1 Then Moses climbed up from the plains
to make olive oil.
in the region of Moab to Mount Nebo,
25
Their towns will be protected by high to the highest point on Mount Pisgah,
walls with gates that have bronze and iron which is across the Jordan River from Jeribars;
cho. There Yahweh showed him all the
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land that the Israelites would occupy. He great and terrifying deeds that Moses pershowed him the region of Gilead as far formed while all the Israelites watched.
north as the city of Dan; 2 all the land that
the tribe of Naphtali would occupy; all the
land that the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh had occupied; all the land that the
tribe of Judah would occupy as far west as
the Mediterranean Sea; 3 the desert area
in the south part of Judah; and the Valley of the Jordan that extends from Jericho in the north to the city of Zoar in the
south. 4 Then Yahweh said to him, “You
have now seen this land that I solemnly
promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
saying ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I
have allowed you to see it from a distance,
but you will not go there.”
5

So Moses, who always served Yahweh
faithfully, died there in the land of in
Moab, which is what Yahweh said would
happen. 6 Yahweh buried Moses’ body in
the valley in the land of Moab, across from
the town of Beth Peor, but to this day no
one knows where he is buried. 7 Moses
was 120 years old when he died, but he
was still very strong, and he could still see
very well. 8 The Israelite people mourned
for him in the plains of Moab for thirty
days.
9

God caused Joshua to be very wise, because Moses had put his hands on Joshua
to appoint him to be their new leader. The
Israelite people obeyed Joshua, and they
obeyed all the commands that Yahweh
had given to Moses to tell to the Israelite
people.
10

Since the time that Moses lived, there
has never been a prophet in Israel like
him, for Yahweh spoke with him face to
face. 11 No other prophet has performed
all the kinds of powerful miracles that
Yahweh caused him to do against Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, against all his servants, and
against the people of Egypt. 12 No other
prophet has been able to perform all the
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ple: ‘Prepare all the food that you will take
with you. In three days you will go across
the Jordan River in front of you, and you
will go in and capture the land that Yahweh, your God, is about to give to you.’ ”

Chapter 1
1

After Moses the servant of Yahweh, died,
Yahweh said this to Nun’s son Joshua, who
had been Moses’ servant leader: 2 ”You
know that my servant Moses is now dead.
So now get ready to cross over the Jordan
River, you and all these people. Enter the
land that I will soon give to the people of
Israel. 3 Everywhere you walk in this land,
I will give to you, as I promised Moses. 4
That land will extend from the wilderness
in the south to the Lebanon mountains in
the northwest, to the Euphrates River, and
to the Mediterranean Sea on the west. It
will include all the land where the Hittites
live. 5 No group will be able to defeat you
as long as you live. I will help you as I
helped Moses. I promise that I will not
abandon you and I will never leave you.
6

Be strong and brave, because you will
lead these people so they can take this
land as their own, the land that I promised
to give to their ancestors. 7 Just be strong
and very brave. Be sure to obey all the
laws that my servant Moses taught you;
carry out each one of them. If you do so,
you will be successful wherever you go. 8
Talk with each other about the book of the
law that Moses taught you. Think about
those laws during the day and during the
night. Follow the laws and do what they
tell you to do, and they teach you to live
so you may gain wealth and be successful.
9
Do not forget that I have commanded
you to be strong and brave. Do not be
afraid and do not be discouraged. I, Yahweh your God, will be with you wherever
you go.”
10

Then Joshua commanded the leaders
of the people of Israel, 11 “Go throughout
the camp and give these orders to the peo-

12

Then Joshua spoke to the families of the
descendants of Reuben and Gad, and to
the half of the tribe of Manasseh that was
going to settle on the east side of the Jordan River: 13 ”Keep in mind the orders
that Moses the servant of Yahweh, gave
you. Moses said, ’Yahweh, your God, has
promised to give you a place where you
can settle down permanently—this place
will be the land where you will live. 14
Your wives, your little children, and your
livestock may stay here in this land on the
east side of the Jordan River, but all your
soldiers and your fellow tribesmen must
cross the river, ahead of your other fellow Israelites, in order to help them. 15
You must help them in battle until Yahweh has enabled your fellow Israelites to
permanently settle in the land there, the
land that they will capture, the land that
Yahweh your God is giving to them. Then
each of you will come back to the land that
you will settle in, and you will live there—
I mean the land that Moses, Yahweh’s servant, gave you here on the east side of the
Jordan River.”
16

The people answered Joshua, ”We will
obey every order you have given us, and
we will go wherever you tell us to go. 17
We will obey you just as we obeyed Moses.
We pray that Yahweh will be with you as
he was with Moses. 18 We will put to death
anyone who rebels and refuses to follow
your orders. Just remember, Joshua, to be
strong and brave!”

Chapter 2
1

281
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camp at Acacia. He told them, “Go ﬁnd
out all that you can about the land, especially about Jericho.” They left the camp,
and they came to Jericho, to the house of
a prostitute whose name was Rahab. They
stayed there. 2 Someone told the king of
Jericho, “Look! Some Israelite men have
come here tonight to look at our land!” 3
So the king sent a messenger to tell Rahab,
“Bring out the men who came to you and
entered your house, because they have
come here to look at our land!” 4 Now
the woman had taken the men and hidden them in her house. So she said to the
king’s men, ”Yes, it is true that those men
came to me, but I did not know where they
had come from. 5 They left when it was
dark, about the time that the guards close
the city gates. I do not know where they
were going. If you hurry, you might catch
up with them.” 6 But in reality, the woman
had taken the two men up on to the ﬂat
roof of her house and hidden them under
bundles of ﬂax that were drying on her
roof. 7 The king’s men went out of the
city to search for them on the road that
leads to the fords across the Jordan River.
The guards shut the city gates as the king’s
men went out.
8

Before the Israelite men lay down to
sleep that night, Rahab went up to the roof
9
and said to them, ”We know that Yahweh
has given you this land. All our people
are terriﬁed of you—we are so afraid of
you that we will not resist you at all. 10
We have heard about how Yahweh dried
up the water of the Sea of Reeds for you
to cross when you left Egypt. We heard
what you did to Sihon and Og, the two
kings of the Amorites who lived on the
other side of the Jordan River, and how
you totally destroyed everyone and everything in their kingdom. 11 When we heard
about those things, we were terriﬁed. We
no longer have courage to ﬁght against
you, for Yahweh is God, and he rules ev-

erything up in heaven and down here on
earth. 12 So now I want you to solemnly
promise me before Yahweh, so that he
may punish you if you do not do what you
say. Promise me that you will act kindly
to me and my family. Give me a guarantee that you will do what you promise,
13
and that you will spare the lives of my
father and my mother, my brothers and
sisters, and all of their families, and that
you will rescue my family when the Israelites destroy this city.” 14 The two men
replied, “We will give up our lives if we
do not do as we say! If you do not tell
others what we are planning to do, then
we will have to act kindly toward all your
family, when Yahweh gives us this land.”
15
One of the outside walls of the house
where Rahab lived was part of the wall
of the city. She fastened a rope through
a window that was built into the wall, so
the men could climb out the window and
down the wall. 16 Then she said to them,
“When you leave the city, go up into the
hills so that the men who are searching
for you will not ﬁnd you. Hide in caves in
the hills for three days until the men who
are searching for you come back. Then
you can return to your camp.” 17 The two
men gave her a red cord and said to her,
”This is what you must do, if you do not do
this, we will not be required to do what
we have solemnly promised. 18 You must
tie this red cord in the window by which
you let us down, and you must gather together your father and your mother and
your brothers, and everyone in your father’s household. 19 If anyone in your family goes outside this house into the street,
he will be risking his life, and we will not
be responsible if he is killed. But if anyone
who is in this house with you is injured,
we will be guilty. 20 Also, if you tell anyone what we are planning to do, we are
not required to do what we had promised
to do for you and your family.” 21 Rahab
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said, “I agree to do what you say.” So she
sent them away, and they left her. And
she tied the red cord so it would hang out
22
of the window.
When the two men
left the city, they went up into the hills.
They stayed there for three days while the
men who had been sent by the king continued to search for them. They searched all
along the road, but they did not ﬁnd the
two men. 23 Then the two men started
back toward their camp. They went down
to the river, crossed it and returned so
they could report to Joshua. They told him
everything that had happened to them. 24
They said to Joshua, “Yahweh has indeed
given this land to us. The people there will
not be able to resist us because they are
too afraid.”

Chapter 3
1

Joshua and all the other Israelites got up
early the next morning. They left their
camp at the Acacias and went down to the
Jordan River. They camped there before
they crossed over the river. 2 After three
days, the oﬃcers went through the middle
of the camp. 3 They instructed the people,
”As soon as you see the priests, some of the
descendants of Levi, carrying the sacred
chest of Yahweh your God, then you will
know it is time to leave this place and follow the sacred chest. 4 Keep nine hundred
meters away from it. Do not come closer
than that to it. You do not know the way
you should go, since you have not gone
this way before.”
5

Then Joshua told the people, “Perform
the ceremonies needed to make yourselves acceptable to Yahweh and to give
him honor, because tomorrow he is going
to do things for you that will amaze you.”
6

Then Joshua said to the priests, “Carry
the chest and go in front of the people.” So

they lifted up the sacred chest and went in
front of the people.
7

Then Yahweh said to Joshua, ”This is the
day that I will begin to show all people of
Israel that you are a great leader. Then
they will honor you and know that, as I
was with Moses, I am with you. 8 Tell the
priests who are carrying the sacred chest,
‘When you come to the edge of the Jordan
River, stand still in the Jordan.’” 9 Then
Joshua said to the people of Israel, ”Come
here and listen to what Yahweh, your God,
has said. 10 This is how you will know that
God, who can do anything, is among you.
With your own eyes you will see how he
will take away the land from the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites,
the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 See! The sacred chest that belongs to the God who rules over all the
earth, is about to be carried into the Jor12
So choose
dan River ahead of you.
twelve men, one from each of the tribes of
Israel. 13 When the priests who are carrying the chest set their feet in the waters of
the Jordan River, the water will stop ﬂowing. The water coming from upstream
will stop and stay in one heap. It will not
ﬂow down the river.”
14

So when the Israelite crossed the river,
the priests who were carrying sacred
chest went in front of them. 15 And as
soon as the priests reached the edge of
the Jordan river and stepped into the water (now it was the springtime, when the
river ﬂoods over its banks), 16 and the water stopped ﬂowing and it piled up far upstream. The water did not ﬂow in the
Jordan from the town called Adam, near
Zarethan, all the way down to the Sea of
Arabah (which is called the Dead Sea), so
the people were able to cross the river
17
The priests who were
near Jericho.
carrying the sacred chest of Yahweh stood
on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan
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River; they continued to stand there until ing, and they put the stones down there. 9
all the people of Israel crossed the river on Then Joshua took twelve other stones and
dry ground.
stacked them up in the middle of the Jordan River, where the priests who carried
the sacred chest of Yahweh were standing.
And that monument is still there to this
day.

Chapter 4
1

After the people of Israel all crossed
over the Jordan River, Yahweh said to
Joshua, 2 ”Choose twelve men, one from
each tribe, and tell them to pick up twelve
large stones from the middle of the Jordan, where the priests are standing in the
dry riverbed. 3 Carry those stones and
put them down at the place you will stay
tonight.”
4

So Joshua chose twelve men, one from
each tribe. Joshua called them together 5
and said to them, ”Go into the middle of
the Jordan riverbed, to the place where
the priests are standing and holding the
sacred chest that Yahweh, your God, gave
you. Each of you must pick up a large
stone, one for each tribe, each one carrying a stone on his shoulder—twelve stones
for the twelve tribes of the people of Israel.
6
These stones will be a monument for you
to see. In the future, your children will
ask, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 Tell
them that the water in the Jordan River
was blocked off when the priests were carrying the sacred chest that Yahweh gave
us. When the chest was carried into the
Jordan River, the water was blocked off so
that we were able to cross the Jordan on
dry ground. Where we leave these stones
is the place for the people of Israel to forever remember what Yahweh has done.”
8

So the people of Israel did what Joshua
commanded them to do. They went and
picked up twelve large stones from the
middle of the Jordan riverbed, one stone
for each of the tribes of Israel, just as
Yahweh had told Joshua, and they carried the stones to where they were stay-

10

The priests who carried the chest stood
in the middle of the Jordan River until
the people had ﬁnished crossing the river,
as Yahweh had commanded Joshua to tell
them to do. This also was as Moses had
commanded Joshua to do. The people
crossed the river quickly. 11 As soon as
all the people had crossed over, then the
sacred chest of Yahweh and the priests
who carried it, crossed over. All the peo12
The solple were there watching.
diers of the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and of
half of the soldiers of the tribe of Manasseh, crossed over ahead of the rest of
the Israelite people. As Moses had ordered them to do, they marched in the formation of an army. 13 About forty thousand men were marching before Yahweh.
These men were armed and prepared for
war, and they were heading for the plains
of Jericho where they would ﬁght a battle. 14 On that day, all the people of Israel
saw that Yahweh had made Joshua a great
leader. And they honored Joshua just as
they had honored Moses—all the days of
15
Yahweh said to Joshua, 16
his life.
“Now order the priests who are carrying
the sacred chest of the testimony to come
up from the dry Jordan riverbed.” 17 So
Joshua commanded the priests to come up
from the river. 18 Then the priests, carrying the sacret chest containing the Ten
Commandments that Yahweh had given
to Moses, came up out of the riverbed.
And as soon as they walked up out of the
riverbed, the water of the Jordan River
ﬂowed again, and the river ﬂooded over
again, as it had done four days before.
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19

It was on the tenth day of the ﬁrst month
of that year that the people crossed over
the Jordan River and they camped at a
place called Gilgal (which is east of the
city of Jericho). 20 Joshua set up the large
stones at Gilgal. 21 He said to the people
of Israel, ”In the future, your descendants
will ask, ‘Why are these stones here?’ 22
Tell them, ‘This is where Israel crossed the
Jordan River on dry ground.’ 23 Yahweh,
your God, dried up the river for you, until you had all crossed over. Yahweh, the
God you worship, did to the Jordan River
just as he did to the Sea of Reeds, when he
caused it to become dry until we had all
crossed over it, just as he did here. 24 Yahweh did that in order that all the peoples
of the earth may know that he is powerful, and so you may forever give him the
honor he deserves.”

Chapter 5

the boys who had been born while they
were in the desert after they left Egypt,
6
had not been circumcised.
The people of Israel walked through the desert
for forty years, until all the people, including all the men who were old enough
to be soldiers, they all had died. They
had not obeyed Yahweh, so Yahweh said
that they would not see the land that he
had promised to them—a land that was
very fertile—the land was so fertile that
they said it had milk and honey ﬂowing
through it, just as rivers ﬂow with water.
7
It was the children of those who had died
that Yahweh raised up in their place. He
circumcised them because they had not
been circumcised when they were walking through the wilderness. 8 After all
the Israelite males had been circumcised,
they remained in the camp and rested until they healed. 9 Then Yahweh said to
Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the disgrace of Egypt from you.” So, the name of
the place is Gilgal, even now.
10

In the evening of the fourteenth day
of that month, while the Israelite people
were camped at Gilgal, on the plain near
the city of Jericho, there they celebrated
the Passover feast. 11 The day after the
Passover they ate some bread made without yeast, and they roasted the grain. 12
The next day God stopped sending manna
for them to eat. They ate food that had
grown in the land of Canaan beginning
2
At that timeYahweh said to Joshua, “Now that year.
make knives from ﬂint stones and circumcise all the Israelite males who have 13 While Joshua was standing near Jerinot been circumcised.” 3 So Joshua made cho, he looked up and saw a man in front
sharp stone knives and circumcised the Is- of him. The man had drawn his sword
raelite males at a place that is now called and was holding it in his hand. Joshua apGibeath Haaraloth. 4 The reason they did proached him and asked him, “Are you on
that is that all the men who left Egypt, all our side, or are you on the side of our enethose old enough to be soldiers, they all mies?” 14 The man replied, “Neither side.
had been circumcised, but all of them had I am the commander of Yahweh’s army,
died in the desert after they left Egypt. 5 and now I have come.” Then Joshua fell
They had been circumcised in Egypt, but to the ground with his face on the earth
1

All the kings of the Amorites on the west
of the Jordan River and all the kings of
Canaanites, who lived close to the Mediterranean coast, heard about how Yahweh
had dried up the water of the Jordan River
until all the people of Israel had crossed
over. They were so afraid that they became too afraid to ﬁght the Israelites, because they had heard all about them.

285

JOSHUA
to show him respect. Joshua said to him,
“What do you, my master, command me
to do? I am your servant.” 15 The commander of Yahweh’s army replied, “Take your
sandals off of your feet, for the ground on
which you are standing is holy.” So Joshua
took off his sandals.

Chapter 6
1

Now every gate of the city of Jericho
was shut tight, because the people were
afraid of the army of Israel. No one could
go enter or leave the city. 2 Yahweh said
to Joshua, ”See what I am doing! I am
giving Jericho to you. It will be yours—
the city along with its king and all its
brave soldiers. 3 You will march around
the city, one time all the way around it.
All the brave soldiers will go around it
one time each day for six days. 4 Tell
seven priests to march around with them.
They will each carry a trumpet as they
march before the sacred chest of Yahweh. On the seventh day, the army must
march around the city seven times, and
the priests must play the trumpets with a
loud blast of sound while they march. 5
After they have all marched around the
city seven times, the priests must make
a very long blast with their ram’s horn
trumpets. When the people of Israel hear
that, they must shout very loudly, and the
city wall will collapse. Then every soldier
must advance straight into the city.”
6

So Joshua summoned the priests and
said to them, “Tell four priests to carry
Yahweh’s sacred chest, and tell the priests
to carry seven trumpets made from ram’s
horns and let them go in front of the sacred chest of Yahweh.” 7 And he told the
people, “Go on and march around the city
and let the armed men go ahead of Yahweh’s sacred chest.”

8

Just as Joshua commanded his army, the
seven priests, each one carrying a trumpet, marched as Yahweh had directed
them. As they walked around the city,
the priests gave a blast on their trumpets.
The ones who carried Yahweh’s sacred
chest followed them. 9 The armed soldiers
marched in front of the priests who were
blowing on their trumpets. When the rest
of the soldiers followed the chest, while
they were all marching, the priests kept
blowing their trumpets. 10 But the rest
of the people were silent, because Joshua
had commanded them, saying, “Do not
make a war cry. Do not yell or say even
one word until the day when I tell you to
shout. On that day, you must shout!” 11 So
the men carrying Yahweh’s sacred chest
and all the others did what Joshua told
them to do. They marched around the city
once each day. Then they all returned to
the camp and stayed there at night.
12

The next morning, Joshua and the
priests got up early and picked up Yahweh’s sacred chest. 13 The seven priests
who were carrying trumpets made of
rams horns went in front of the men carrying the sacred chest. They gave loud blasts
from their trumpets as they marched. The
soldiers walked in front of them and the
rear guard of the army followed the sacred chest of Yahweh. Again, the priests
kept blowing their trumpets. 14 So on
that second day, once again they marched
around the city one time and then returned to the camp. They did the same
thing for six days.
15

On the seventh day, they got up at dawn;
they all marched around the city the same
way that they had done before, but this
time they marched around the city seven
times. 16 As they were marching around
the seventh time, when the priests were
about to sound the long blast on their
trumpets, Joshua commanded the people,
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”Shout! Because Yahweh is giving this city
to you! 17 Yahweh has declared that you
must destroy the city and everything in it
to show that it belongs to him. Only Rahab the prostitute will live—and all who
are in her house with her—because she
hid the spies we sent. 18 And because Yahweh has declared that everything must
be destroyed, you must not take any of
the things in the city. If you take anything, you will cause Yahweh to destroy
the camp of Israel and bring trouble to it.
19
But all the silver and gold and articles
made from iron and bronze that you ﬁnd,
you must set apart for Yahweh. You must
put those things in his treasury.”
20

So they did what Joshua told them to
do. When the priests blew a long blast
on their trumpets, the people gave a loud
shout, and the wall of the city collapsed!
Then the people went up into the city, going straight into the city from wherever
they were standing when the wall fell, and
they captured the city. 21 They killed every
living thing in the city—men and women,
young people and old people, even cattle
and sheep and donkeys.
22

Then Joshua said to the two men who
had spied on the land, “Go to the prostitute’s house. Bring her out, along with all
her family, just as you solemnly promised
to her.” 23 So, the young men who had examined the land went and brought Rahab
out. They brought out her father, mother,
brothers, and all the relatives that were
with her. They brought them to a place
outside the camp of Israel. 24 Then they
burned the city, along with everything in
it. They saved the silver, gold, and all the
vessels of bronze and iron, which they put
into the treasury of the house of Yahweh.
25
But Joshua allowed Rahab the prostitute, and her father’s household, and everyone with her, to live. Her descendants
live in Israel to this day because she hid

the spies that Joshua sent to spy on Jericho,
and they promised to spare her life.
26

At that time, Joshua declared this very
solemnly: “May Yahweh curse anyone
who rebuilds this city, Jericho. When that
person lays its foundation, may his oldest
son die. And when he ﬁnishes building
the city wall and sets up its gates, may his
youngest son die.”
27

Yahweh was with Joshua, and everyone
in the land knew who Joshua was.

Chapter 7
1

Yahweh had commanded that all the
things that they had captured in Jericho
should be destroyed to show that they
belonged to him. But there was a man
from the tribe of Judah named Achan.
He was a son of Carmi, a grandson of
Zabdi, and a great-grandson of Zerah. He
disobeyed what Yahweh had commanded
and took for himself some of those things.
So Yahweh became very angry with the Israelites.
2

Now Joshua told some of his men to go
from Jericho to the city of Ai, which was
east of Bethel and near Beth Aven. He
said to them, “Go to Ai and scout the area.”
So the men went up and they scouted the
town.
3

When they returned to Joshua they said,
“There are only a few people in Ai. So
just send two or three thousand to attack
them. There is no need to make all our
soldiers go.” 4 So about three thousand
Israelite men went to attack Ai. But they
did not defeat them. Instead, they had
to run for their lives. 5 The enemy killed
about thirty-six Israelites and chased the
rest from the city gate to the bottom of the
hill, and then to a place where people had
cut stone out from a hill. When the people
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of Israel saw this, they were very afraid cho that you have hidden with your posand lost all their courage.
sessions.”
6

Joshua tore his clothes to show that he
was sad. He and the leaders of Israel
threw themselves on the ground because
they were so sad and angry. They lay
there until dark in front of Yahweh’s sacred chest. 7 Then Joshua prayed and said,
”Yahweh Lord, you brought us Israelites
safely across the Jordan River. So why are
you now allowing the Amorites to destroy
us? We should have made a different decision; we should have stayed on the other
side of the Jordan River! 8 O Lord, I have
no more words to say to you. Israel has
run away in defeat. We have turned our
backs in shame as we ran away from our
enemies. I do not know what to say. 9 The
Canaanites and all the other people who
are living in this land will hear about this.
Then they will surround us and kill all of
us! Then what will you do to defend your
honor?”
10

But Yahweh said to Joshua, ”Stand up!
Stop lying there with your face in the dirt!
11
Israel has sinned. You have disobeyed
the commands that I told you to obey.
They have lied, they have stolen, and they
have taken what they stole and put them
in with their own possessions, in order to
hide it. 12 That is why the people of Israel
have been unable to defeat their enemies.
That is why they have run away, and now
you yourselves will be destroyed. If you
do not do as I commanded you and destroy everything that you took from Jericho, I will not help you anymore!
13

Now go and tell the people that tomorrow they must set themselves apart and
prepare to honor Yahweh. “You have kept
for yourselves the things that I told you
to destroy, that should have been given to
me,” says Yahweh, the God of Israel. “You
will never defeat your enemies until you
get rid of those things you took from Jeri-

14

Tomorrow morning you must present
yourselves before me, tribe by tribe. Then
the tribe that I select by lot will come before me by each of their families. The
family that I select by lot will come near
by each of their households. The household that I select by lot will come before
me each one, one at a time. 15 Then the
one who has taken some of the things that
should have been given to me—he will be
destroyed in a ﬁre. He and everything he
owns will be burned, because he has disobeyed the promise and agreement that
Yahweh made with us, and he has committed a disgraceful sin among the people of
Israel.”
16

Early the next morning, Joshua told all
the Israelite people to come near to the
place of worship, tribe by tribe. When
they did that, Yahweh indicated that a
man from the tribe of Judah was the one
selected. 17 Then the clans of Judah presented themselves, and Yahweh selected
the clan of Zerah. Then the families of
Zerah’s clan presented themselves, and
Yahweh indicated that he was selecting
someone from the family of Zabdi. 18 Then
Joshua told the men from that family to
present each member of their family, one
at a time, so that the guilty person may
be selected. And Yahweh indicated that
Achan was the guilty man and he was
taken out of the people of Judah. Achan
was the son of Carmi; Carmi was the son
of Zabdi; and Zabdi was the son of Zerah.
19

Then Joshua said to Achan, “Son, make
your confession to Yahweh, the God of Israel. Tell me what you did, and do not try
to hide it from me.”
20

Achan replied, ”It is true. I have sinned
against Yahweh, the God of Israel. This is
what I did: 21 Among the things in Jericho
that I saw was a beautiful coat from Baby-
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lonia. I also saw over two kilograms of silver and some gold that weighed six hundred grams. I wanted those things very
much for myself, so I took them. I buried
them in the ground under my tent. You
will ﬁnd them there. The silver is buried
beneath it all.”
22

So Joshua sent some men to ﬁnd those
things. They ran to Achan’s tent and found
all the things hidden there. 23 The men
brought them all out of the tent and took
them to Joshua and the rest of Israel. Then
they laid them out, like an offering to Yahweh.
24

Then Joshua and the rest of the people led Achan down to a valley. They
also brought the silver, the coat, the gold,
Achan’s wife and sons and daughters, and
his cattle and donkeys and sheep, and his
tent, and everything else that he owned.
25
Joshua said, “I do not know why you
caused so much trouble for us, but now
Yahweh will bring trouble to you.” Then
all the people threw stones at Achan so
that he died, and they burned them all
with ﬁre, and they threw stones at them
all.
26

I will permit you to take all their possessions and keep them for yourselves. But
ﬁrst, tell some of your soldiers to hide behind the city and prepare to attack it.”
3

So Joshua led all his army toward Ai. He
chose thirty thousand men—his strongest
men, men known for their bravery in
battle—and he sent them out during the
night. 4 He said to them, ”Pay attention!
Some of you must prepare a surprise attack on the city—an attack formed behind
the city. Do not go far from the city. All of
you get ready to attack. 5 I and the men
who are with me will march toward the
city in the morning. The men in the city
will come out to ﬁght us, as they did before. Then we will turn around and start
to run away from them. 6 They will think
that we are running away from them like
we did before. So they will chase us away
from the city. While we are running away
from them, 7 those of you who are hiding
must come out and rush into the city and
capture it. Yahweh, your God, will give the
city to you. 8 After you capture the city,
burn it. Do what Yahweh has commanded
us to do. Those are the orders I am giving
to you.”

They piled rocks over the ashes of their 9
Then Joshua prepared to send some of
corpses, and those rocks are still there.
them to hide and wait between Ai and
That is why that valley is called the Valley
Bethel, which was west of Ai. But Joshua
of Trouble to this day.
slept that night among the main force of
soldiers.

Chapter 8
1

10

Then Yahweh said to Joshua, ”Do not be
afraid or discouraged. Take with you all
the soldiers you have and go there again.
Go up to Ai. See! I am giving you victory
over the king of Ai, and you will capture
his people, and his city, and his land. 2
Your army will do to the people of Ai and
their king like what you did to the people
of Jericho and their king. But this time

Early the next morning, Joshua gathered his soldiers together. He led the soldiers and the other Israelite leaders; they
all went to attack the people of Ai. 11 They
all set up their tents close to Ai, just to the
north of the city, where all the people of
the city could see them. There was a valley
between them and the city of Ai. 12 Joshua
had taken about ﬁve thousand men and
told them to go and stay hidden so they
could make a surprise attack, just west of
13
So
the city, between Ai and Bethel.
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those men did that. The main group of soldiers was north of the city, and the others
were hiding west of the city. That night
Joshua went down into the valley.

the men of Ai were surrouned by the two
groups of Israelite soldiers. None of the
men of Ai escaped. The Israelites fought
until they killed all of them. 23 But they
captured the king of Ai and brought him
14
When the king of Ai saw the Israelite
to Joshua.
army, he and his soldiers got up early the
next morning and quickly went out of the 24 While they were ﬁghting, the Israelite
city to ﬁght them. They went to a place army pursued the men of Ai into the ﬁelds
east of the city, and from there they could and into the wilderness, and killed all of
look over the plain of the Jordan River, them. Then they went to Ai and killed
but they did not know that some Israelite everyone and anything still alive there.
soldiers were hiding ready to attack them 25 They killed twelve thousand men and
from behind the city. 15 Joshua and the women. 26 Joshua continued to point his
Israelite soldiers who were with him al- spear toward Ai until all the people in Ai
lowed the army of Ai to push them back. had been killed. 27 The Israelite soldiers
And the army of Israel ran toward the took for themselves the animals and the
wilderness. 16 The men in Ai were ordered other things that had belonged to the peoto chase after Joshua and his men. So they ple of Ai, just as Yahweh had told Joshua
left the city and pursued Joshua and his that they should do.
army. 17 All the men of Ai and the men of 28
Joshua and his soldiers burned Ai and
Bethel pursued the Israelite army. They
caused it to become a pile of ruins fordid not leave even one man in Ai to defend
ever. It is an abandoned place even toit. And they left the city gates wide open.
day. 29 Joshua hanged the king of Ai on
18
Then Yahweh said to Joshua, “Lift up a tree and left his corpse hanging there
your spear and point it toward Ai, because until the evening. At sunset Joshua told
I am going to enable your soldiers to cap- his men to take the king’s body down from
ture it!” So Joshua pointed his spear to- the tree and to throw it where the city gate
ward Ai. 19 When the Israelite men who had been. After they did that, they made
were hiding saw that, they rushed out a great mound of rocks on top of his body.
from the places where they were hiding That pile of rocks is still there to this day.
and ran into the city. They captured it and 30
Then Joshua told his men to build on
quickly set it on ﬁre.
Mount Ebal an altar for Yahweh, the God
20
When the men of Ai looked back, they of Israel. 31 They built it just like Moses,
saw smoke rising from their city. But they the man who served God well, had written
could not escape, because the Israelite previously in the laws that God had given
troops stopped running away and had to him. They made it from stones that
turned around and now were facing the had not been cut, stones on which they
army that had been coming after them. 21 had done no work using iron tools. The IsJoshua and his men saw that the men who raelites then offered sacriﬁces to Yahweh
had been hiding had captured the city and that were burned completely on the alwere burning it, and they saw the smoke tar. They also made sacriﬁces to promise
rising. So they turned back and began friendship with him. 32 As the Israelites
killing the men of Ai. 22 Meanwhile, the watched, Joshua wrote on stones a copy of
soldiers who had captured the city came the laws that Yahweh had given to Moses.
out and attacked them from the rear. So 33 The Israelite leaders, the oﬃcials, the
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judges, and other Israelites were there,
standing nearby. Many people who were
not Israelites were also there. Half of the
people stood on one side of the valley below Mount Ebal, and the other half of the
people stood on the other side of the valley
below Mount Gerizim. The sacred chest
was in the valley between the two groups.
And they blessed the people of Israel just
as Moses the servant of Yahweh had told
them to do, at the very ﬁrst.

people. These men gathered some old
sacks and some old leather wine bags that
had been mended after they were cracked,
and they put these on the backs of their
donkeys. 5 They put on old sandals that
had been patched and wore old ragged
clothes. And they took along bread that
was dry and moldy. 6 They went to where
Joshua and the other Israelites had set up
their tents near Gilgal. They said to them,
“We have traveled from a land very far
away. Please make a peace treaty with
34
Then Joshua read to the people all that
us.”
Moses had written previously. That included what Yahweh had taught them 7 The Israelite leaders said to those men
and the ways that he promised to bless from Gilead (they were Hivites), “Perhaps
them if they obeyed his commands, or to you really live close by. How can we make
curse them if they disobeyed them. 35 a treaty with you?”
Joshua carefully read all the commands 8 They replied to Joshua and insisted, “We
that Moses had given; he read every word are your servants!”
in front of the entire assembly of Israel.
All the women and the little children were But Joshua answered, “Who are you?
there as well, and also the foreigners who Where do you actually come from?”
9
were living among the people of Israel.
The men from Gibeon answered, ”We
want to be your servants. We have come
here from a distant land, because of the
fame of Yahweh your God. We heard
about all the great things he did in Egypt.
10
And we have heard about what he did to
1
There were several kings who ruled
the two kings of the Amorites who are on
in lands on the west side of the Jordan
the east side of the Jordan River—Sihon,
River. They were the kings of the Hitthe king who ruled in Heshbon, and Og,
tites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the
the king of Bashan who lived in Ashtaroth.
Perizites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 11
So our leaders and the rest of our people
They lived in the hill country, in the lower
said to us, ‘Take some food and go to talk
hills further west, and on the plains bewith the Israelites. Tell them, “We want to
side the Mediterranean Sea. They heard
be your servants. So make a peace agreeabout what happened at Ai. 2 So they all
ment with us.” ’ 12 ”Look at our bread. It
gathered their armies under one leader
was fresh and warm when we baked it on
to ﬁght against Joshua and the Israelite
the day that we left our homes to come
army.
here to you. But now it is dry and moldy.
3
However, when the people who lived 13 Look at our leather wine bags, they
in the city of Gibeon heard that Joshua’s were new when we ﬁlled them with wine
army had defeated the people of Jericho before we left, but now they are cracked
and Ai, 4 they decided to trick the Is- and old. Our clothes and our sandals are
raelites. They sent some of their men who worn out from traveling on the long road
pretended to be ambassadors for their to come here.”

Chapter 9
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14

The Israelite leaders accepted some of
their old food and ate a meal with them
in order to make a peace treaty. They
did not think to ask Yahweh what they
should do. 15 In this way, Joshua agreed to
make peace. The Israelites made a treaty
with the men from Gibeon, in which they
agreed not to kill these strangers. All the
Israelite leaders made a solemn vow to
this effect.
16

However, three days later the Israelites
found out that the men had only come
from Gibeon and that they really lived
close by. 17 So they went to where the
men from Gibeon lived. After traveling only three days, they came to their
cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth, and
Kiriath Jearim. 18 But the Israelites did
not attack those cities because they had
made a solemn vow to live peacefully with
them, and because Yahweh had heard the
promise they made.
All the people of Israel grumbled against
their leaders for making this treaty. 19
But the leaders answered, ”We promised
to live peacefully with them and Yahweh,
the God of Israel, heard us promise to do
that. So now we cannot do them any harm.
20
If we kill them, God will be very angry
with us and punish us because we did not
keep our promise to them, a promise that
binds us by solemn oath. But this is what
we can do: 21 We will allow them to live,
but they will become our servants; they
will cut wood and carry water for all the
people.” This is what happened, just as the
leaders planned.
22

Then Joshua summoned the men from
Gibeon and asked them, ”Why did you lie
to us? Your homes are near to us; you live
close to us, but you told us that you were
from a far land! 23 Now you are going to
live under a curse. You will become our
slaves. You will always be our slaves, and
you will be forced to cut wood and carry

water for the house of our God.”
24

The men from Gibeon replied, ”We lied
to you because we were afraid that you
would kill us. We heard that Yahweh, your
God, had declared to his servant Moses
that he would enable your people to kill
all of us in Canaan, and that he would give
you our lands. 25 So now you should decide what you will do with us. Do to us
whatever you think is good and right.”
26

So Joshua saved the lives of the people of Gibeon; he did not permit the
army of Israel to harm them. 27 Instead,
he forced them to become the Israelites’
slaves. They cut wood and carried water
for Israel. They also brought the wood
and water that was needed for the sacred
altar of Yahweh. And the people of Gibeon
are still doing that to this present time.

Chapter 10
1

Adoni-Zedek, the king of the city of
Jerusalem, heard that Joshua’s army had
captured Ai and had completely destroyed
everything in the town. He heard that
they had done to the people of Ai and to
their king the same thing that they had
done to the people of Jericho and their
king. He also heard that the people of the
city of Gibeon had made peace with the
Israelite people and that they were now
living among the Israelites. 2 The people of Jerusalem became very afraid because Gibeon was an important city, like
the other cities that were so important
that they had their own kings. Gibeon was
larger than Ai, and all its soldiers were experienced. 3 So King Adoni-Zedek sent a
message to Hosham the king of Hebron, to
Piram the king of Jarmuth, to Jarmuth the
king of Lachish, and to Debir the king of
Eglon. 4 In the message he said, “Please
come up and help me attack Gibeon, be-
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cause the people of Gibeon have made 13 And the sun stood still and the moon did
peace with Joshua and the Israelites.”
not move, until the Israelite army killed
5
So those ﬁve kings who ruled all the their enemies. Was this not written in the
groups who were descendants of Amor— Book of Jashar?

the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth,
”The sun stopped while it was in the
Lachish, and Debir—came to Gibeon with middle of the sky,
all of their soldiers and surrounded the
and did not set for about a whole day.”
city, to ﬁght against it.
14
On that day, Yahweh performed a great
6
The people of Gibeon sent a message to miracle. There was never a day like that
Joshua while he was in the camp at Gil- previously, and there has never been a
gal. They said, “We are your servants. So day like that since, when Yahweh did
do not forsake us. Come up to us quickly this kind of thing because a human being
and save us! Help us, because the kings of asked him to. On that day, Yahweh truly
the Amorites and their armies have joined went to war for Israel.
their forces together to attack us!”
15
Joshua and all Israel with him returned
7
So Joshua and all his army, including to their camp at Gilgal.
the soldiers and his best ﬁghting men,
16
Now the ﬁve kings ran away and hid
marched up from Gilgal. 8 Then Yahweh
17
said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of those themselves in a cave at Makkedah.
armies! I will enable your army to defeat Then someone told Joshua, “We found
them. None of their soldiers will resist those ﬁve kings, hiding in a cave at
Makkedah!” 18 When Joshua heard that,
you.”
he said, ”Roll some very large stones over
9
Joshua’s army marched all night and the entrance of the cave, and leave some
arrived very early in the morning. 10 soldiers there to guard them. 19 But do
And Yahweh caused their enemies to be- not stay there! Pursue your enemies! Atcome confused when they saw the Is- tack them from behind! Do not allow
raelite army. Joshua led the army and them to escape to their cities, because Yahhe killed them—a great number of them weh, your God, will help you triumph over
were killed at Gibeon, and he came after them.”
the rest of them as they were going up the
20
So Joshua’s army did what he told them
road to Beth Horon. He also killed them
to
do. They killed almost all of the enemy
along the road that goes to the cities of
Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As they ﬂed in soldiers, but a few of them survived and
21
Then
front of the Israelite army, Yahweh threw were able to reach their cities.
Joshua’s
army
returned
to
Joshua,
who
down on them huge stones from the sky.
More of them died from hailstones than was still in their camp at Makkedah. No
died by the swords of the army of Israel. one in the land dared any longer to criticize the Israelites.
12
On the day that Yahweh enabled the
22
Then Joshua said, “Open the entrance
Israelite army to defeat the Amorites,
Joshua said to Yahweh while the Israelite of the cave and bring out to me those ﬁve
kings!” 23 So the soldiers brought those
people were watching,
ﬁve kings out of the cave—the kings of
”Sun, stand still over Gibeon,
Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and
and you, moon, be still over the Valley Eglon. 24 When they brought those kings
to Joshua and forced them to lie on the
of Aijalon.”
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ground, he summoned all the Israelite soldiers and he said to the army commanders, “Come here and put your feet on the
necks of these kings!” So the commanders did that. 25 Then Joshua said to them,
“Do not be afraid of any of our enemies!
Never be discouraged! Be strong and
courageous. This is what Yahweh will do
to all the enemies you will ﬁght!” 26 Then
Joshua killed each of the ﬁve kings with
his sword and hung their bodies from ﬁve
trees. He left their bodies to hang on the
trees until sunset. 27 At sunset, Joshua told
them to take the bodies down from the
trees and throw them into the cave where
they were hiding. So the soldiers did that,
and then they put those large rocks at the
entrance of the cave again. And the bones
of the kings are in that cave even to this
day.
28

That is how Joshua’s army attacked and
captured Makkedah. They killed the king
and everyone else in the city. They did not
leave even any living creature alive. They
did to the king of Makkedah the same
thing that they had done to the king of Jericho.
29

Then Joshua and all Israel went southwest from Makkedah to Libnah and attacked it. 30 Yahweh enabled the Israelites
to conquer that city and its king. Joshua
killed everything that lived in the city; he
did not spare even one person. Joshua
killed the king of Libnah just as he had
killed the king of Jericho.
31

diers of Lachish, but Joshua’s army defeated Horam and his army, and did not
allow even one of them to remain alive.
34

Then Joshua and his army went west
from Lachish to the city of Eglon. They
surrounded it and attacked it. 35 On
that same day, they captured the city and
killed everyone in it, just as they had done
at Lachish.
36

Then Joshua and his army marched
from Eglon up into the hills to the city of
Hebron. They waged war against it 37 and
captured it. They killed the king and every living thing, as they had done at Eglon.
They did not leave one person alive.
38

Then Joshua and his army turned and
went to the city of Debir and waged war
against it. 39 They captured the city and
its king, and they also captured the nearby
villages. Then they killed every living
thing in it; they did not allow even one person to stay alive. They did to these people
the same as they had done at Hebron and
Libnah.
40

In this way, Joshua and his army
conquered the entire southern part of
Canaan. They defeated the kings who
ruled the hill country, the southern
Judean wilderness, the lowlands, and the
foothills. They killed every living thing in
those places, just as Yahweh, the God of
Israel commanded them. 41 Joshua’s soldiers killed people in all the cities from
Kadesh Barnea to Gaza, including all the
country of Goshen to Gibeon. 42 In one
campaign, Joshua’s army conquered all
the kings and took possession of all their
territory, because Yahweh, the God of Israel, was ﬁghting for them.

Then Joshua and his army went south
from Libnah to Lachish. He surrounded
the city and waged war against it. 32
On the second day of the battle, Yahweh
gave the city to the Israelites, and they
conquered it. They killed everything that
lived in it, including all the people. He
did at Lachish the same thing that he had
33
King Horam from 43 Then Joshua and his army returned to
done at Libnah.
Gezer and his army came to help the sol- their camp at Gilgal.
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Chapter 11

city of Hazor, and captured it, and killed
their king. Hazor was the most important city of all these kingdoms that fought
1
When King Jabin of Hazor heard about
against Israel. 11 They killed everything
all these things that had happened, he
that was living in Hazor, and then they
sent messages to Jobab, king of Madon, to
burned the city to ashes.
the king of Shimron, and to the king of
Akshaph, requesting them to send their 12 Joshua’s army captured all of those
armies to come and help him ﬁght against cities and killed all of their kings. They did
the Israelites. 2 He also sent messages to that as Moses, the man who served Yahthe kings in the northern hills and to the weh well, had commanded them to do. 13
kings in the plain along the Jordan, south Joshua’s men burned Hazor, but they did
of the Sea of Galilee, in the low country. not burn any of the other cities that were
He also sent a message to the king of the built on mounds and were surrounded by
14
high country of Dor in the west, 3 to the wall.
The Israelites took for themkings of the Canaanites in both the east selves the animals that they found in the
and the west, to the Amorites, the Hittites, ﬁelds and everything else that was valuthe Perizzites, and to the Jebusites who able. But they killed every human being
lived in the hill country, and to the Hivites and every living thing in the cities. 15
by Mount Hermon in the region of Mizpah. As Yahweh had given Moses instructions
4
So the armies of all those kings gathered to act, in the same way Moses also gave
together. Their men were as many as the Joshua commands to act. And Joshua did
grains of sand on the seashore. They also everything that Yahweh had commanded
came with horses and chariots in great Moses to do.
numbers. 5 All of those kings met at the
ﬁxed time and set up their armies in a 16 Joshua’s army defeated all the people
camp at the brook of Merom, in order to who were living in that land. They took
wage war against Israel.
control of the hill country and the south6
Then Yahweh said to Joshua, “Do not be ern Judean wilderness, all the area of
afraid of them, because at this time tomor- Goshen, the western foothills, and the
row I will give them to you. You will defeat plain along the Jordan. They took control
them and kill all of them. Then you must of all the mountains in Israel and of all
17
cripple all their horses and burn all their the lowlands near the mountains. They
took control over all the land from Mount
chariots.”
Halak in the south of Edom to Baalgaal
7
So Joshua and his army came to the in the valley near the region of Lebanon
brook of Merom and without warning at- to the north, near Mount Hermon. They
tacked their enemies. 8 Yahweh enabled captured all the kings of those areas and
the Israelites to defeat them. They pur- killed them.
18
Joshua’s men fought
sued them to the city of Sidon, to Mis- against all those kings for a long time. 19
rephothmaim, and to Mizpah in the east. There was only one city that made a peace
They attacked them until they had killed treaty with the Israelites; they were the
them all. 9 Then Joshua did what Yahweh people of the Hivites who lived in Gibeon.
told them to do: He crippled their ene- The Israelites captured all the other cities
mies’ horses and he burned up their char- in battles. 20 Yahweh caused the people in
iots.
all those other groups to be stubborn, with
10
So Joshua and his army went back to the the result that they fought against the Is-
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raelite army, and so God used the Israelite
army to destroy them all. God did not hold
back the Israelite army from totally destroying their enemies. This is what Yahweh had commanded Moses to do.
21

Joshua’s army also fought the Anakite
giants who lived in the hills near Hebron,
Debir, and Anah. They also fought against
the people who lived in the hill country
of Judah and Israel, and they killed all of
those people and destroyed their cities as
well. 22 As a result, there were no descendants of Anak who remained alive in Israel. Only a few remained alive in Gaza,
23
Gath, and Ashdod.
Joshua’s army
took control of all the land, just as Yahweh long ago had told Moses to do. Yahweh gave the land to the Israelites, because he had promised to give it to them.
Then Joshua divided the land among the
Israelite tribes. And after that, there was
peace in the land.

Chapter 12
1

The Israelites took control of the land
that was east of the Jordan River, from the
Arnon River gorge in the south to Mount
Hermon in the north, including all the
land on the eastern side of the plain along
the Jordan.
2

4

The other king whom the Israelite army
defeated was Og, the king of the region
of Bashan. He was the last of the descendants of the giant people of Rapha. He
lived in the cities of Ashtaroth and Edrei.
5
He ruled over the area from Mount Hermon and Salekah in the north, and over
all Bashan in the east, and to the borders
of the Geshurites and Maacathites to the
west. Og ruled over half of the region of
Gilead, as far as the border of the land
ruled by Sihon, king of Heshbon.
6

Moses, who had served Yahweh so faithfully, and all the Israelite army had defeated the armies of those kings. Then
Moses gave that land to the tribes of
Reuben and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh.
7

Joshua and the Israelite army also defeated kings who ruled over the land on
the west side of the Jordan River. That
land was between Baal Gad in the valley near Lebanon to Mount Halak, which
goes up to Edom. Joshua gave land to
the tribes of Israel for them to possess, 8
as well as the hill country, the lowlands,
the plain along the Jordan, the mountainsides, in the desert, and in the southern
Judean wilderness, the land of the Hittites,
Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites,
9
and the Jebusites.
The kings that
the Israelites conquered were those of the
following cities: Jericho, Ai (which was
near Bethel), 10 Jerusalem, Hebron, 11 Jarmuth, Lachish, 12 Eglon, Gezer, 13 Debir,
Geder, 14 Hormah, Arad, 15 Libnah, Adullam, 16 Makkedah, Bethel, 17 Tappuah,
Hepher, 18 Aphek, Lasharon, 19 Madon,
Hazor, 20 Shimron Meron, Akshaph, 21
Taanach, Megiddo, 22 Kedesh, Jokneam in
the Carmel area, 23 Dor in the Naphoth Dor
area, Goyim in the region of Gilgal, 24 and
Tirzah.

Sihon was the king of the Amorites. He
lived in Heshbon and ruled over the area
from Aroer along the Arnon River gorge,
north to the Jabbok River. His land started
in the middle of the gorge, which was the
border between his land and the land of
the Ammonites. Sihon also ruled over half
of the region of Gilead. 3 Sihon also ruled
over the land on the eastern plain along
the Jordan, from the Sea of Galilee south
to the Dead Sea. He also ruled over the
land east of the Dead Sea from Beth Jeshi- There was a total of thirty-one kings that
the Israelite army defeated.
moth south to Mount Pisgah.
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Chapter 13
1

When Joshua was very old, Yahweh said
to him, ”Joshua, you are now an old man,
but there is still a lot of land for your army
to capture. 2 Here is a list of the lands
that remain: The region of the Philistines
and all those of the Geshurites, 3 (from Shihor, which is located to the east of Egypt,
and to Ekron in the north; the ﬁve rulers
of the cities of the Philistines, Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron—the territory of the Avvites). 4 In the south, you
must still capture the regions where the
Canaan people groups live; and Arah that
belongs to the Sidonians, to Aphek, to the
boundary of the Amorites; 5 the land of
the Gebalite, all Lebanon, toward the east,
from Baal Gad below Mount Hermon to
Lebo Hamath.
6

Still to capture are all the people who live
in the hill country from Lebanon to Misrephothmaim, including all the people of
the city of Sidon. I will drive them out before your army. Be sure to give that area
to the Israelite people when you divide the
land among them, as I gave you orders to
do so. 7 Divide all that land as an inheritance among the nine tribes and the half
tribe of Manasseh.”
8

Along with the half tribe of Manasseh,
the Reubenites and the Gadites received
their possessions on the east side of the
Jordan River, the lands that Moses assigned to them. 9 These lands stretched
from Aroer, which is on the edge of the
Arnon Gorge (including the city that is located in the middle of the gorge), to all the
plateau of Medeba, extending down as far
as the city of Dibon. 10 These lands also included the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, the king who had reigned in Heshbon,
and they extended to the border of the Ammonites; 11 Gilead, and the region of the
Geshurites and Maacathites, including all

of Mount Hermon, and all of the region of
Bashan extending to the city of Salekah;
12
all the kingdom of Og within the region
of Bashan, he who reigned in the cities of
Ashtaroth and Edrei (these are what was
left of the remnant of the Rephaim); these
people Moses had attacked with the sword
13
and driven away.
But the Israelites
did not force out of Canaan the people
of Geshur and the Maacathites. Instead,
these people live with the Israelites even
at the present time.
14

The Levites received no assignment of
lands; they were the only tribe that received no land. Moses gave them no possessions. Yahweh, the God of Israel, told
them that the offerings given to himself
would be their possession.
15

Moses had allotted land to each clan
in the tribe of Reuben. 16 So their territory extended from Aroer, on the edge of
the Valley of the Arnon River, and the city
that is in the middle of the valley, and
includes the region of the plateau near
17
It also includes Heshbon
Medeba.
and all its cities that are in the plateau
including Dibon, and Bamoth Baal, and
Beth Baal Meon; 18 and Jahaz, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath, 19 and Kiriathaim,
and Sibmah, and Zereth Shahar, which
20
stands on a hill within the valley.
The territory also includes Beth Peor, the
slopes of Mount Pisgah, Beth Jeshimoth,
21
all the cities situated along the plateau,
and all the kingdom of Sihon, the king of
the Amorites, who reigned there in Heshbon, the ones that Moses defeated along
with the leaders of Midian, who were Evi,
Rekem, Zur, Hur and Reba, the princes of
Sihon who ruled there. 22 The people of
Israel killed with the sword Balaam son
of Beor, the one who practiced divination.
The people of Israel also killed with the
sword many others at that same time. 23
The border of the people of the tribe of
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Reuben is the Jordan River. This was the
inheritance given to the people of Reuben
and assigned to all their clans. They lived
there in their cities and villages.

tributed to the people of Israel on the
plains of Moab, when they were beyond
the Jordan just east of Jericho. 33 But to
the tribe of Levi Moses gave no inheritance. Yahweh, who is the God of Israel,
24
Moses also gave land to the tribe of
promised them that he would be their inGad, to the people of Gad, and allotted to
heritance.
each of their families the land they needed
to live on. 25 They lived near Jazer, in
all the cities of Gilead, and in half the
land where the Ammonites lived, all the
way to Aroer, which is a city east of Rabbah. 26 Their land extended from Hesh- 1
Eleazar, the leader of all the priests,
bon to Ramath Mizpah and Betonim, all
Joshua, and the leaders of the twelve
the way to Mahanaim and to the region
tribes decided what land to allot to each
27
of Debir.
Their land was also in
2
of the Israelite tribes in Canaan.
the valley: Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, SucThe assignments were made by casting
coth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom
lots for each one of the nine and oneof Sihon, who had been king of Heshbon;
half tribes. This was just as Yahweh had
his kingdom had bordered on the Jordan
commanded Moses to do, so that the land
River and extended to the lower end of
could be assigned to each of the tribes
the Sea of Galilee, eastward beyond the
and their clans. 3-4 Now Moses had given
Jordan River. 28 This is the inheritance
land as a permanent possession to two
of the people of Gad that was allotted to
and one-half tribes before Israel crossed
them according to the needs of their clans,
over the Jordan River. But to the Levites
along with the cities and villages where
he gave no inheritance; they were treated
they lived.
differently because of their priestly duties.
29
Moses gave inheritance of land to the No portion of the land was given to the
half tribe of Manasseh for them to live Levites. They were, however, given cities
on. It was allotted to the half tribe of in which to live, including pastureland
the people of Manasseh according to the for their livestock so they could sustain
needs of their clans. 30 Their territory was their families. And the people of Joseph
from Mahanaim, including all the region were divided into two tribes, Manasseh
of Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of and Ephraim. 5 The people of Israel did
Bashan, and all the towns of Jair, which as Yahweh commanded Moses: They gave
are in Bashan. There are sixty cities in out portions of the land as permanent posthe region. 31 Their land also included sessions.
half of the region of Gilead, as well as 6
Some men from the tribe of Judah went
the cities of Ashtaroth and Edrei (someto Joshua while he and all the Israelites
times referred to as the royal cities of Og
were at Gilgal. Among those men was Jein Bashan). These were allotted to the
phunneh’s son Caleb. He said to Joshua,
people of Machir son of Manasseh, and
”I am sure that you remember what Yahthat would include half the descendants of
weh said to the prophet Moses concernMachir, assigned to their clans according
ing you and me when we were at Kadesh
to their need.
Barnea. 7 I was forty years old at that time.
32
These were the lands that Moses dis- Moses sent me from Kadesh Barnea and

Chapter 14
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you and some other men to explore this
land. When we returned, I gave to Moses
a true report about what we had seen. 8
The other men who went with us gave a
report that caused the people to be afraid.
But I fully followed Yahweh and obeyed
everything he commanded us to do. 9
Moses promised me, ‘It is a ﬁrm promise
that the land on which you walked will
become yours as your permanent possession, to belong to you and your descendants forever. I am giving it to you because you obeyed Yahweh, my God, in everything you did.’
10

Now Yahweh has done for me as he
promised he would. Forty-ﬁve years have
passed since Moses said that to me during
the time that we were still in the wilderness. And just as Yahweh promised, he
has kept me alive and well all during that
time. Look at me! I am eighty-ﬁve years
old. 11 I am as strong today as I was on
the day that Moses sent me to explore this
land. My strength is now as my strength
was when I was young. I can wage war
or I can travel far away and still have the
strength to come home. 12 So please give
me the hill country that Yahweh promised
to give to me on that day long ago. At that
time, you heard me say that the Anakim
lived there. You heard me say that their
cities were large and that they had walls
around them to protect them. But now,
perhaps Yahweh will help me to drive
them away with our army, just as Yahweh
promised.”
13

So Joshua asked God to bless Caleb, and
he gave to Caleb the city of Hebron. 14 In
this way, Hebron became the permanent
possession and the home of Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite. To this day his
descendants live there because Caleb did
everything that Yahweh, the God of Israel, told him to do. 15 Now the name of
Hebron formerly was Kiriath Arba (Arba

had been the greatest man among the
Anakim). And there was peace in the land;
they no longer waged war.

Chapter 15
1

The land that was assigned to the tribe of
Judah was divided among its clans. Their
land extended south to the wilderness of
Sin at the border of Edom.
2

Their south border of the land that
was assigned to the tribe of Judah started
at the end of the Salt Sea (also called the
Dead Sea), from the bay that faces to the
south. 3 It then went southward and up
the hill of Akrabbim and continued along
to Sin, and then it went up once more
south of Kadesh Barnea, beside Hezron,
up to Addar, and then it bent around to
Karka. 4 From there it continued past
Azmon, and from there it ran beside the
brook of Egypt; from there it turned west
to the Mediterranean Sea. That will be
your south border. 5 The eastern border
of the land of the tribe of Judah was the
Dead Sea. It extended north to the end of
the Jordan River, where it empties into the
Dead Sea. 6 The northern border continued from that point, and extended north
to Beth Hoglah. From there it went further north of Beth Arabah to the Stone of
Bohan (a stone that had been set up by Bohan, son of Reuben). 7 From that point
the border turned west and went through
the Valley of Achor to Debir. From there it
turned north again to go to Gilgal. Gilgal is
north of the road that goes over the hill of
Adummim, on the south side of the river
valley. From Gilgal the border extended
west to the springs at En Shemesh, and
from there to En Rogel. 8 From that point
the border along the south shoulder of
the Jebusite city (that is, Jerusalem). The
boundary goes to the top of the hill on the
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west side ofValley of Hinnom, at the northern end of the Valley of Rephaim. 9 From
there the border extended northwest to
the top of the hills leading to the spring
of Nephtoah, and from there to the cities
near Mount Ephron. From there the border extended west toward Baalah (which
is now named Kiriath Jearim). 10 Then
the border continued to extend west, past
Baalah, to Mount Seir. Then it went southwest along the north side of Mount Jearim
(which is also called Kesalon), and went
down to Beth Shemesh. From there it
passed by Timnah. 11 The border continued northwest to the hill north of Ekron.
From there it extended west to Shikkeron
and past Mount Baalah, on to Jabneel, and
then northwest to the Mediterranean Sea.
12

The western border of the land that
was assigned to the tribe of Judah was the
Mediterranean Sea. All the clans of Judah
lived inside those borders.
13

Yahweh commanded Joshua to give part
of the land of the tribe of Judah to Caleb.
So he gave to Caleb the city of Kiriath Arba,
which is now called Hebron. (Arba was
the father of Anak.) 14 Caleb forced the
three clans of the Anak people group to
leave Hebron. Those were the Sheshai,
Ahiman, and Talmai clans. 15 Then Caleb
left there and went to ﬁght against the people who were living in Debir (which was
16
previously named Kiriath Sepher).
Caleb said, “If someone attacks the people
in Kiriath Sepher and captures their city,
I will give my daughter Aksah for him to
marry.” 17 Othniel son of Caleb’s brother
Kenaz, captured the city. So Caleb gave his
daughter, Aksah, for him to marry.
18

19

Aksah replied, “Yes, I want you to do
something for me. You have given me the
land of the southern Judean wilderness,
but there is no water there. So please give
me some land that has springs.” So Caleb
gave her the upper and lower springs near
Hebron.
20

Here is a list of the towns in the land
that God had promised to give to the tribe
of Judah. Each clan was assigned some of
the land.
21

The tribe of Judah was assigned all these
cities in the southern Judean wilderness,
near the border of the region of Edom:
Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, 22 Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 23 Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan,
24
Ziph, Telem, and Bealoth. 25 Also Hazor
Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron (also called Hazor), 26 Amam, Shema, Molodah, 27 Hazar
Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet, 28 Hazar
29
Shual, Beersheba, and Biziothiah.
Also Baalah, Iyim, Ezem, 30 Eltolad, Kesil,
Hormah, 31 Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah, 32 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon. There were twenty-nine cities, together with their surrounding villages.
33

The tribe of Judah was assigned these
cities in the northern part of the western
foothills: Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,
34

Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam, Jarmuth, Adullam, Sokoh,
Azekah, 36 Shaaraim, Adithaim, and Gederah (also called Gederothaim). There
were fourteen cities, together with their
surrounding villages.
35

37

The tribe of Judah was also assigned these cities in the southern part of
the western foothills: Zenan, Hadashah,
Migdalgad, 38 Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel,
39
40
Lachish, Bozkath, and Eglon.
41
Also Kabbon, Lahmas, Kitlish, Gederoth,
Bethdagon, Naamah, and Makkedah.

When Caleb’s daughter married Othniel,
she told him to ask her father to give her a
ﬁeld. Then Aksah went to talk with her father Caleb. As she got down from her donThere were sixteen cities, together
key, Caleb asked her, “Do you want somewith their surrounding villages.
thing?”
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42

The tribe of Judah was also
assigned these cities in the central part
of the western foothills: Libnah, Ether,
Ashan, 43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, 44 Keilah,
Aczib, and Mareshah. There were nine
cities, together with their surrounding villages.
45

There was also the city of Ekron,
with its surrounding towns and its villages. 46 From Ekron to the Mediterranean
Sea, Judah’s territory also included all the
land near the city of Ashdod, including its
villages.

rounding villages.
60

The tribe of Judah was also assigned
two towns in the northern part of the hill
country, Rabbah and Kiriath Baal (which
is also named Kiriath Jearim).
61

The tribe of Judah was also assigned these towns in the desert near the
Dead Sea: Beth Arabah, Middin, Secacah,
62
Nibshan, the City of Salt, and En Gedi.
There were six cities, together with their
surrounding villages.
63

The army of the tribe of Judah was not
47
Ashdod and its surrounding towns and able to drive out the Jebusites and so they
villages; the city of Gaza and its surround- stayed in Jerusalem. So today they are still
ing towns and villages down to the brook living among the tribe of Judah.
of Egypt and to the Mediterranean Sea.
The border followed the coastline.
48

The tribe of Judah was also assigned
these towns in the southwest part of the
hill country: Shamir, Jattir, Sokoh, 49 Dannah, Kiriath Sannah (also called Debir), 50
Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 51 Goshen, Holon,
and Giloh. There were eleven cities, together with their surrounding villages.
52

The tribe of Judah was also assigned these towns in the south central
part of the hill country: Arab, Dumah,
Eshan, 53 Janim, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah,
54
Humtah, Kiriath Arba (now called Hebron), and Zior. There were nine cities, together with their surrounding villages.
55

The tribe of Judah was also
assigned these towns in the southeastern
part of the hill country: Maon, Carmel,
Ziph, Juttah, 56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah,
57
Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah. There were
ten cities, together with their surrounding
villages.
58

The tribe of Judah was also assigned
these towns in the central part of the
hill country: Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor, 59
Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon. There
were six cities, together with their sur-

Chapter 16
1

The land that was assigned to the two
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh—the
tribes that were descended from Joseph—
started at the Jordan River, east of Jericho. 2 It extended west from Jericho to
Bethel, and then to Luz, and it passed on to
Ataroth, which is the territory where the
Archites live. 3 From there it extended
west to the border of the land where the
Japhletites lived, and then west to the area
near Lower Beth Horon. From there it
continued west to Gezer, and from there
to the Mediterranean Sea. 4 This was the
territory that the people of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, received as their permanent possession. 5 The border of the
land that was assigned to the clans of the
tribe of Ephraim started at Ataroth Addar
in the east. It extended to Upper Beth
Horon 6 and continued to the Mediterranean Sea. From Mikmethath on the
north it turned eastward toward Taanath
Shiloh, and went on toward the east to
Janoah. 7 They went down from Janoah
to Ataroth and then on to Naarah. From
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there it reached the city of Jericho, end8
ing at the Jordan River.
The northern border extended from Tappuah west
to the ravine of Kanah, and ended at the
Mediterranean Sea. This was the land that
was assigned to all the clans of the tribe
of Ephraim. 9 Some of the cites and their
dependant villages that were set apart
for the people of Ephraim were actually
within the assigned territory of the people
of Manasseh.

as you have given to the men in our tribe.”
So Eleazar did what Yahweh had commanded: He assigned some land to them,
just as he had done for their uncles. 5 So
the tribe of Manasseh eventually had ten
sections of land west of the Jordan River
and two sections on the east side of the Jordan River in Gilead. 6 And these women in
the tribe of Manasseh also were assigned
land on the west side of the river just like
the men. The other parts of Gilead were
assigned to the rest of the people of Man10
The people of the tribe of Ephraim could
asseh.
not force the Canaanites to leave Gezer.
7
The Canaanites still live there. However,
The land assigned to the tribe of Manthe people of Ephraim forced them to be asseh was between the land where the
their slaves.
tribe of Asher lives and Mikmethath, near
Shechem. The border extended south to
the spring of Tappuah. 8 The land near
the city of Tappuah belonged to the tribe
of Manasseh. But Tappuah itself was on
the border with the tribe of Ephraim and
1
This is a list of the land that was allot- in fact belonged to the Ephraimites.
9
ted to the tribe of Manasseh. Manasseh’s The border extended down south to the
oldest son was Makir, and his grandson brook of Kanah, and all the cities south
was Gilead. Their descendants were as- of that stream belonged to Manasseh. The
signed the lands in the regions of Gilead border of Manasseh was on the north side
and Bashan, in honor of Makir, who had of the brook of Kanah; it extended to the
been a great soldier. 2 Land was also allot- Mediterranean Sea. 10 The land to the
ted to the other clans in the tribe of Man- south belong to Ephraim and the land to
asseh: The clans of Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, the north belonged to the tribe of ManShechem, Hepher, and Shemida. These asseh; the Mediterranean Sea was Manhad been the names of Manasseh’s male asseh’s border. The tribe of Asher was on
descendants (he himself had been a son of the north side of the boundary, while the
Joseph). Assignments of land were made tribe of Issachar was to the east.
for each clan.
11
But there were cities inside the terri3
Now Zelophehad son of Hepher, a detory assigned to the tribes of Issachar and
scendant of Gilead, who had been the son
Asher, that, along with their surroundof Makir and grandson of Manasseh, had
ing villages, were in fact assigned to peono sons. He had only daughters, and
ple from the tribe of Manasseh. These
their names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
cities were Beth Shan, Ibleam, Dor, Endor,
Milkah, and Tirzah. 4 These women went
Taanach, and Megiddo (and the third city
to Eleazar (the leader of all the priests),
in the list is Napheth).
and to Joshua and the other Israelite leaders. They said, “We want you to give us 12 The men of the tribe of Manasseh were
some land, because Yahweh told Moses not able to force the people who lived in
that he should give to us some land, just those cities to leave, so the Canaanite peo-
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13
ple continued to live in their land.
When the people of Israel grew strong
they forced those Canaanites to work for
them as slaves but they were not able to
take their land away from them.

set up the tent where they worshiped Yahweh. There was no more war in the land. 2
However, there seven tribes of Israel had
not yet been assigned any land. 3 Joshua
said to the people of Israel, ”Why are you
waiting such a long time? How long are
14
The descendants of Joseph (that is, the
you going to delay going into the land that
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh) said to
Yahweh, the God whom your ancestors
Joshua, “You have assigned to us only one
worshiped, has promised to give to you?
area of land, but we have a great number
of people in our tribes. In every way Yah- 4 Choose three men from each of your
weh has blessed us, so why did you give us seven tribes. I will send them out to exonly a small portion of land to live on?”
plore the parts of the land which you have
15

Joshua replied to them, “Since you have
a lot of people, go up and cut down the
trees in the forest and make a place for
your crops and for yourselves to live in
the land of the Perizzites and the Raphaim.
This is what you must do, since the hill
country is too cramped for you to live
there.”
16

The people of the tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh replied, “The hill country is not
big enough for us. But we cannot spread
out into the plain because of the Canaanites who live on it. The Canaanites in Beth
Shan and the surrounding villages have
chariots with iron wheels.”
17

not occupied yet. When they ﬁnish, they
will write a report to tell you what the land
is like. They will also make a map to show
you where cities and important places are
located and which tribe will live in which
area. 5 They will divide the remaining
land into seven parts. The tribe of Judah
will keep its land in the south, and the
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh will keep
their land in the north. 6 But in their report, the men from the seven tribes should
describe the seven parts of the remaining
land that they wish to receive, and bring
the report to me. While Yahweh is watching, I will cast lots to decide which land
should be assigned to each tribe. 7 But the
tribe of Levi will not be assigned any land,
because their reward is to be Yahweh’s
priests. The tribes of Gad, Reuben, and the
half tribe of Manasseh have already been
assigned their land on the east side of the
Jordan River, just as Moses, the man who
served God well, decided, so they will not
get any more land.”

Joshua replied to the house of Joseph,
that is, to Ephraim and Manasseh; he said,
”Your people are indeed very numerous
and very powerful. So I will make one
more assignment of land for you: 18 the
hill country will belong to you, too. You
will have to cut down the trees in order to
make it your own, and to make a place for
you to live. You will drive out the Canaan8
When the men who were chosen got
ites, even though they are strong and have
ready
to leave, Joshua told them, “Go and
chariots with iron wheels.”
explore the land. Then write a report of
what you have seen, and bring it back to
me. Then while Yahweh is watching, I
will cast lots here at Shiloh, to determine
what area each tribe will receive.” 9 So
1
The entire assembly of the people of Is- the men left and walked through the area.
rael met together at Shiloh. There they Then they described in a scroll each of the
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seven parts into which they had divided
the land, together with their cities. Then
they returned to Joshua, who was still at
Shiloh. 10 After Joshua read their report,
while Yahweh was watching, he cast lots
to choose which land would be assigned
to each of the seven Israelite tribes.

extended east to the northern edge of Beth
Hoglah and ended at the north end of the
Dead Sea, where the Jordan River ﬂows
into the Dead Sea. That was the boundary
on the south.
20

The Jordan River was the eastern
boundary of the land assigned to the tribe
11
The ﬁrst tribe that was assigned land of Benjamin. Those were the boundaries
was the tribe of Benjamin. Each clan in of the land assigned to them, each border
that tribe was assigned some of the land well described in turn.
that was between the area that was as- 21
The cities in the land assigned to the
signed to the tribe of Judah and the area
tribe of Benjamin were Jericho, Beth
that was assigned to the tribes of Ephraim
Hoglah, Emek Keziz, 22 Beth Arabah, Zeand Manasseh.
maraim, Bethel, 23 Avvim, Parah, Ophrah,
12
24
The northern border started at the
Kephar Ammoni, Ophni, and Geba. AlJordan River and extended west along the together there were fourteen cities, not
northern side of Jericho, into the hill coun- counting their villages.
try. From there the border extended west
25
The tribe of Benjamin also had the
to the wilderness near Beth Aven. 13 From
cities of Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 26 Mizthere it extended south to Luz (which is
pah, Kephirah, Mozah, 27 Rekem, Irpeel,
now called Bethel). From there it goes
Taralah, 28 Zelah, Haeleph, Jebus (the city
down to Ataroth Addar, which is on the
where the Jebusites lived, which is now
hill south of Lower Beth Horon.
called Jerusalem), Gibeah, and Kiriath. Al14
At the hill south of Beth Horon, together there were fourteen cities, not
the border turned and extended south to counting their villages. All that area was
Kiriath Baal (which is also named Kiriath assigned to the clans of the tribe of BenJearim). That is a town where people of jamin.
the tribe of Judah live. That was the western border.
15

The south border of their land
started near Kiriath Jearim and extended
west to the springs of Nephtoah. 16 From
there it extended down to the bottom of
the hill, near the Valley of Ben Hinnom,
on the north side of the Valley of Rephaim.
The border extended down along the Hinnom Valley, south of the city where the Jebusites lived, to En Rogel. 17 From there
the border extended west to En Shemesh
and continued to Geliloth near the hill of
Adummim. Then it extended to the great
stone of Reuben’s son Bohan. 18 From
there the border extended to the northern
edge of Beth Arabah and down into the
plain along the Jordan. 19 From there it

Chapter 19
1

The second tribe that was assigned land
was the tribe of Simeon. Each clan in that
tribe was assigned some land that was in
the middle of Judah’s territory.
2

Simeon’s land included the
following cities: Beer Sheba, Sheba, Moladah, 3 Hazarshual, Balah, Ezem, 4 Elto5
lad, Bethul, and Hormah.
Simeon’s
land also included the cities of Ziklag, Beth
Markaboth. Hazarsusah, 6 Beth Lebaoth,
and Sharuhen. There were thirteen cities,
together with their surrounding villages.
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included the four cities of Ain, Rimmon,
Ether, and Ashan, and their surrounding
villages. 8 They were also assigned some
villages in an area that extended south to
Baalath Beer (which is also called Ramah
in the southern wilderness). That was the
land assigned to the clans of the tribe of
Simeon.

area that was assigned to the tribe of Issachar was close to the cities of Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth Shemesh, and ended
in the east at the Jordan River. Altogether
there were sixteen cities, together with
their surrounding villages.
23

Those cities and surrounding villages
were in the land assigned to the clans of
9
The tribe of Judah had been assigned the tribe of Issachar.
much more land than they needed, so part 24 The ﬁfth tribe that was assigned land
of their land was given to the tribe of was the tribe of Asher. Each of the clans in
Simeon.
that tribe was assigned some of the land.
10

25
The third tribe that was assigned land
Their land included the cities of
was the tribe of Zebulun. Each clan of that Helkath, Hali, Beten, Akshaph, 26 Allamtribe was assigned some of the land.
melek, Amad, and Mishal. The western
The southern border started at border started at Mount Carmel and Shi27
11
From there it extended
Sarid. It extended west to Maralah and horlibnath.
on to Dabbesheth, and extended to the southeast to the city of Bethdagon, and
brook in front of the city of Jokneam. 12 then to the area that was allotted to the
The border turned to the east from Sarid tribe of Zebulun, and farther to the Valley
and went to the area near Chisloth Ta- of Iphtah El. From there the border exbor and then on to Daberath, and farther tended east and then north to Beth Emek
28
From there it exon to Japhia. 13 From there it extended and Neiel and Kabul.
east to Gath Hepher and Eth Kazin, and tended west to the cities of Abdon, Rehob,
north to Rimmon. From there the border Hammon, and Kanah, and continued to
29
turned toward Neah. 14 From Neah the Sidon, which was a very large city.
border extended south to Hannathon and From Sidon, the border extended south
from there to the Valley of Iphtah El. 15 toward Ramah and to the very large city
Zebulun’s area included the cities of Kat- of Tyre that had strong walls around it.
tath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethle- From there the border extended west to
hem. Altogether there were twelve cities, Hosah and ended at the Mediterranean
Sea, in the region of Aczib, 30 Ummah,
together with their nearby villages.
Aphek, and Rehob. Altogether there were
16
That was the land that was allotted to twenty-two cities, together with their surthe clans of the tribe of Zebulun, including rounding villages.
the cities and their surrounding villages. 31
Those cities and their villages were
17
The fourth tribe that was assigned land within the land that was assigned to the
was the tribe of Issachar. Each of the clans clans of the tribe of Asher.
of that tribe was assigned some of the 32
The sixth tribe that was assigned land
land. 18 Their land included the cities of
was the tribe of Naphtali. Each of the
Jezreel, Kesulloth, Shunem, 19 Hapharaim,
clans in that tribe was assigned some of
Shion, and Anaharath. 20 Issachar’s land
the land.
also included the cities of Rabbith, Kish33
The border of Naphtali’s land
ion, Ebez, 21 Remeth, En Gannim, En Had22
dah, and Beth Pazzez. The border of the started in the west at the huge oak tree
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at Zaanannim, near the city of Heleph. It
extended east through Adami Nekeb and
Jabneel, then to Lakkum, and ended at the
Jordan River. 34 The western boundary
extended through Aznothtabor as far as
Hukkok. It extended to the borders of the
tribe of Zebulun at the south, to the border
of the tribe of Asher on the west, and the to
Jordan River to the east. 35 Within their
land were many cities with strong walls
around them. These cities were Ziddim,
Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Kinnereth, 36
Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 37 Kedesh, Edrei,
38
and Enhazor.
Naphtali’s cities with
strong walls also included Yiron, Migdal
El, Horem, Bethanath, and Bethshemesh.
Altogether there were nineteen cities, together with their surrounding villages.

the land among the tribes, they also assigned some land to Joshua. 50 They assigned to him the city of Timnath Serah.
Yahweh had said that he could have whatever city he wanted, and that was the city
that he chose. It was in the hill country that had been assigned to the tribe of
Ephraim. Joshua rebuilt the city and lived
there.
51

Those were the areas that were assigned to the various tribes of Israel.
Eleazar (the leader of all the priests),
Joshua, and the leaders of each tribe divided up the land while they were all at
Shiloh, by casting lots to decide which
area each tribe would receive. They did
that while Yahweh was watching at the entrance of the sacred tent. In that way they
39
Those cities and surrounding villages completed dividing up the land.
were in the land that was assigned to the
clans of the tribe of Naphtali.
40

The seventh tribe that was assigned
land was the tribe of Dan. Each of the
clans in that tribe was assigned some of
the land. 41 Their land included the cities
of Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, 42 Shaalab43
bin, Aijalon, and Ithlah.
Dan’s land
also included the cities of Elon, Timnah,
Ekron, 44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 45
Jehud, Beneberak, Gath Rimmon, 46 Mejarkon, Rakkon, and the area near Joppa.
47

But the people of the tribe of Dan were
unable to take control of the land that
had been assigned to them. So they went
northeast and fought against the people
in the city of Leshem. They defeated and
killed all those people. Then they settled
down to live in Leshem, and changed the
name of the city to Dan, the man from
whom their tribe descended.

Chapter 20
1

Then Yahweh said to Joshua, 2 ”Tell the
Israelite people that they should choose
some cities to which people can run in order to be safe, as I told Moses that you
should do. 3 If someone kills another person accidentally, without intending to kill
that person, then he can run to one of
these cities and be safe.

4

When that person arrives at the gate
of one of those cities, he must stop there
and tell the leaders of the city what happened. If they believe him, they must allow him to enter the city, and they must
give him a place to live among them. 5
If some relative of the dead person comes
to that city to get revenge, the leaders of
that city must not allow the relative to take
the killer, because what happened was ac48
All of those cities and surrounding vilcidental. He did not hate that person; he
lages were in the land that was assigned
did not deliberately kill him. 6 The person
to the clans in the tribe of Dan.
who killed someone else must stay in that
49
After the Israelite leaders had divided city until the city judges put him on trial.
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Only if the judges decide that the person
who has run to their city did not deliberately kill the other person will they allow
him to stay in that city, and he must stay
there until the high priest who was serving at the time of the offense dies. Then
the man may safely go back to his own
home.”
7

So the Israelites chose these cities to be
cities to which people could run to be safe:
Kedesh in the region of Galilee, in the hill
country where the tribe of Naphtali lived;
Shechem in the hill country where the
tribe of Ephraim lived; and Kiriath Arba
(which is now called Hebron) in the hill
country where the tribe of Judah lived; 8
Bezer, on the east side of the Jordan River
near Jericho, in the wilderness, where
the tribe of Reuben lived; Ramoth in the
region of Gilead, in the land where the
tribe of Gad lived; and Golan in the region
of Bashan, where the tribe of Manasseh
9
Any Israelite or any foreigner
lived.
who lived among them, anyone who had
killed someone accidentally, was allowed
to run to one of those cities. There he
would be safe from some relative of the
person who died coming there and killing
him to get revenge. He could stay in that
city until he was put on trial to decide
whether he was telling the truth when he
said that he did not kill that person on purpose.

Chapter 21
1

obeyed this command from Yahweh. They
gave cities and pasturelands to the tribe of
Levi out of their own lands that had been
assigned to them.
4

First Israelite leaders cast lots to assign
some cities to the descendants of Kohath.
These were clans that were the descendants of Aaron. They assigned thirteen
cities in areas that the tribes of Judah,
Simeon, and Benjamin possessed. 5 To
the other clans descended from Kohath, Israelite leaders assigned ten cities in areas
that the tribes of Ephraim and Dan possessed, as well as the part of the tribe of
Manasseh that lives on the west side of the
Jordan River.
6

To the people in the clans descended
from Gershon, Israelite leaders assigned
thirteen cities the areas that the tribes of
Issachar, Asher, and Naphtali possessed,
as well as the half tribe of Manasseh in region of Bashan.
7

To the people in the clans descended
from Merari, the Israelite leaders assigned twelve cities in areas that the tribes
of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun possessed.
8

In this way, the Israelite leaders gave
cities and pasturelands to the tribe of Levi,
just as Yahweh had commanded Moses
that they should do.
9

These are the names of the cities and surrounding pasturelands that the Israelite
leaders assigned to the tribe of Levi in areas where the tribes of Judah and Simeon
lived.
10

First, the Israelite leaders assigned
cities to certain clans descended from Kohath, the clans of Aaron’s descendants,
those in the tribe of Levi who served as
priests. The Israelite leaders cast lots ﬁrst
for these clans descended from Kohath.

The leaders of the clans of the Levites
came to Shiloh to speak with Eleazar the
priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the heads
of the clans of the people of Israel. 2 They
said to them, “Yahweh commanded Moses
11
that you should give us cities where we
The Israelite leaders assigned
can live and where we can have pasture to them Kiriath Arba (which is now called
for our animals.” 3 So the Israelite leaders Hebron), in the hill country of Judah (Arba
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had been the father of Anak). They also
gave the pasturelands around the city.
12
However, the Israelite leaders had already assigned the cultivated ﬁelds and
villages surrounding Kiriath Arba to Caleb
son of Jephunneh.
13

In this way, the Israelite leaders assigned Hebron to the descendants of
Aaron the priest. Hebron was one of the
cities to which people could run if they accidentally killed a person. To Aaron’s descendants they also gave the cities of Libnah, 14 Jattir, Eshtemoa, 15 Holon, Debir, 16
Ain, Juttah, and Bethshemesh—nine cities
with all their pasturelands. These cities
were located in the areas that the tribes
of Judah and Simeon had possessed.

cities were Taanach and Gath Rimmon—
two cities with all their pasturelands.
26

There were ten cities in all, together
with their surrounding pasturelands, that
these particular clans descended from Kohath received.
27

The Israelite leaders also cast lots in order to assign cities and their surrounding
pasturelands to the clans descended from
Gershon. These clans were also descendants of Levi.

So these clans received two cities from
the area the tribe of Manasseh received—
that is, the half of the tribe that had settled
down on the east side of the Jordan River.
Those cities were Golan in the region of
17
The Israelite leaders also gave the Bashan, which was one of the cities to
descendants of Aaron some cities in the which people could run, and Beeshtarah—
area that the tribe of Benjamin possessed: two cities with their pasturelands.
28
Gibeon, Geba, 18 Anathoth, and Almon—
These clans also received
four cities with all their pasturelands.
some cities from the area that the tribe
Those cities were
19
Altogether there were thirteen cities of Issachar possessed.
29
Jarmuth, and En
with their surrounding pastureland that Kishion, Daberath,
Gannim—four
cities
with
their pasturethe Israelite leaders assigned to the
lands.
priests, the descendants of Aaron.

30
These clans received some cities
The other clans descended from Kohath
received four cities in the area that the from the area that the tribe of Asher possessed. These cities were Mishal, Abdon,
tribe of Ephraim possessed.
31
Helkath, and Rehob—four cities with
21
Those cities were Shechem (which their pasturelands.
was one of the cities to which people could
32
These clans received some
run if they killed someone unintention22
ally), Gezer, Kibzaim, and Beth Horon— cities from the area that the tribe of Naphtali possessed. These cities were Kedesh
four cities with all their pasturelands.
in the region of Galilee (one of the cities
23
These particular clans descended
to which people could run if they killed
from Kohath also received four cities
a person unintentionally), Hammoth Dor,
with their surrounding pasturelands in
and Kartan—three cities with their pasthe area that the tribe of Dan possessed.
turelands.
These cities were Eltekeh, Gibbethon, 24 Aijalon, and Gath Rimmon—four cities with 33 Altogether, therefore, the Gershonite received thirteen cities, together with their
all their pasturelands.
surrounding pasturelands.
25
These clans descended from Kohath
also received two cities from the area that 34 The Israelite leaders also assigned cities
the tribe of Manasseh possessed. These to the rest of the Levites, that is, the peo20
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ple who belonged to the clans descended
from Merari.

Chapter 22

These clans received some cities in
areas that the tribe of Zebulun possessed.
These cities were Jokneam, Kartah, 35 Dimnah, and Nahalal—four cities with their
pasturelands.

1

36

The clans descended from
Merari also received cities in the area
that the tribe of Reuben possessed. These
cities were Bezer, Jahaz, 37 Kedemoth, and
Mephaath—four cities with their pasturelands.
38

The clans descended from Merari also received cities in the area that the
tribe of Gad possessed. These cities were
Ramoth, which was one of the cities in
Gilead to which people could run if they
killed a person unintentionally, and Mahanaim. 39 There were also the cities of
Heshbon, and Jazer—four cities in all, together with their pasturelands.
40

Joshua then summoned the leaders of
the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half tribe
of Manasseh. 2 He said to them, ”You have
done everything that Moses the servant
of Yahweh, commanded you to do. You
have also done what I commanded you to
do. 3 For a long time you have helped the
other tribes to defeat their enemies. You
have obeyed everything that Yahweh your
God taught you and commanded you to do.
4
He promised to give peace to your fellow Israelites, and he has done what he
promised. So now you may go back to
your homes, to the land that Moses gave
to you, on the east side of the Jordan River.
5
Moses also commanded you to love Yahweh your God and to live your life as he
wants you to live. He told you to obey
his commands, to trust in him and to turn
away from all others. Do this as you worship him and serve him by everything that
you think and everything that you do.”

In all the clans descended from Mer6
ari received twelve cities because the Is- Then Joshua blessed them and sent them
away, so they went back to their tents. 7
raelite leaders had cast lots for them.
Moses had given the region of Bashan, to
41
So the Levites received all together the east of the Jordan River, to one-half
forty-eight cities from the areas that the of the tribe of Manasseh, and Joshua had
other tribes of Israel possessed, as well as given land on the west side of the Jorthe pasturelands belonging to those cities. dan River to the other half of that tribe.
42
These cities each had surrounding pas- When Joshua sent them away to their
tureland.
tents, he asked God to bless them. 8 He
said to them, “Go back to your tents with
43
It was in this way that Yahweh assigned
much money with many animals and silto the Israelite people all the land that
ver, gold, bronze, and iron, and with many
he had promised to give to their ancesbeautiful clothes. But you should share
tors. The Israelite people took control of
the plunder from your enemies with your
these areas and settled down in them. 44
brothers and sisters.”
Just as he had promised their ancestors,
Yahweh allowed them to have peace with 9 So the people of Reuben, Gad, and the
the enemies that surrounded them. None half tribe of Manasseh left the other peoof their enemies defeated them. Yahweh ple of Israel at Shiloh in the region of
helped Israel defeat all their enemies. 45 Canaan. They returned home to the reYahweh kept every promise he made to gion of Gilead, which belonged belonged
the Israelites. Every promise came true.
to them, because Moses had assigned it to
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19

them by Yahweh’s command.
10

They arrived at the western bank of
the Jordan River in the land of Canaan.
There the people of Reuben, Gad, and the
half tribe of Manasseh built an altar—a
very large and impressive altar. 11 The
other people of Israel heard about this altar; they were concerned about what the
people of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe
of Manasseh had built. It was an altar at
the entrance to the land of Canaan. It was
built at the city of Geliloth, near the Jordan, on the side that was part of the land
of Israel. 12 The people of Israel heard of
this, and the whole assembly of the people came together at Shiloh. They decided
to go to war against them because of this
altar.
13

But ﬁrst, the Israelites sent Phinehas
son of Eleazar and the leader of all the
priests, to talk with the people of Reuben,
Gad, and Manasseh. 14 They also sent one
leader from each of the ten tribes of Israel
west of the Jordan River. Each of the leaders was an important leader in his own
clan.
15

Those leaders went to the region of
Gilead to talk to the people of Reuben,
Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh. They
said, 16 ”All the other Israelites are asking,
’What is this you have done? You have disobeyed the commands of God. You have
turned against Yahweh by building your
own altar here in this place. You you rebelled against the Yahweh. 17 Have you
forgotten about how Yahweh punished us
at Peor, when we stopped worshiping him
and began to worship other gods? Yahweh sent a deadly sickness among the people of Israel, and many died from it. 18
Maybe you have built this altar because
you have stopped worshiping Yahweh. If
this is true, you have rebelled like this
against him, and he will be angry with all
the people of Israel.’

”If you think that Yahweh considers
your land here is not suitable for worshiping him, come back to our land, where
Yahweh’s sacred tent is. We can share our
land with you. But do not rebel against
Yahweh or against us by building another
altar for Yahweh our God. 20 Surely you
remember what happened when Zerah’s
son Achan refused to obey Yahweh’s command to destroy everything in Jericho?
That one man disobeyed God’s command,
but many other Israelites were punished
for what he did.”
21

The leaders of the tribes of Reuben, Gad,
and the half tribe of Manasseh replied, 22
”Yahweh, the almighty God, knows why
we did that, and we want you to know,
too. If we have not been faithful to our
promise to serve Yahweh, do not have any
mercy on us, but take our lives. 23 If we
have built this altar so we can stop obeying Yahweh, or if we have built this altar
to offer sacriﬁces, grain offerings, or sacriﬁces to promise friendship with him, in
violation of the law, may Yahweh punish
us and even take our lives.
24

No, we built this altar because we were
afraid that your children might speak to
our children one day in the future and
ask, ’What have you to do with Yahweh,
the God of Israel?” 25 We are afraid that
they will say to our children, ”Yahweh
made the Jordan River to be a boundary
between us and you people of Reuben and
you people of Gad. You have nothing to do
with Yahweh.’ And your children might
try to stop our children from worshiping
Yahweh.
26

So we said, ’Let us now build an altar,
but not for bringing sacriﬁces nor for any
offerings. 27 Instead, we want it to be a
monument to prove to you, to ourselves,
and to all of our descendants after us, that
we truly worship Yahweh. We indeed worship him by our burned sacriﬁces and our
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Chapter 23

offerings, and our offerings to promise
friendship with him. We built this altar
so your descendants may never say to our 1
A long time later, by the time Yahweh
descendants in the future, “Yahweh never
had allowed the Israelites to live in peace,
gave you any portion of this land; you do
without fearing any longer any enemies,
not belong here.”’
Joshua had become very old.
28
In the future, if your descendants say 2 Joshua called for all of Israel’s elders and
that, our descendants can say, ‘Look at the leaders, together with their judges and ofaltar that our ancestors made! It is ex- ﬁcers, to come and listen to him. When
actly like Yahweh’s altar at Shiloh, but we they arrived, he began to speak to them:
do not burn sacriﬁces on it. It is a mon- ”I am now very old. 3 We have all seen
ument which means that we and you to- what Yahweh our God has done to all the
gether worship Yahweh!’ 29 We certainly nations in this land. Yahweh our God has
do not want to rebel against Yahweh or fought for us. 4 I have given to you the nastop doing what he desires. This altar was tions that remain. Their lands will also be
never intended to be used for the sacri- your permanent possession for the tribes
ﬁces, for burning ﬂour offerings or for of Israel, just as are the lands of the people
making other sacriﬁces. We know that groups that our people destroyed when I
there is only one true altar for Yahweh our was leading them—all those other nations
God and that it is in front of the sacred that the Israelites destroyed from the Jortent.”
dan to the Mediterranean Sea when I was
30

When Phinehas the priest and the other
ten leaders of the people of Israel heard
what the people of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh said, they were pleased. 31 So Phinehas said to them, ”Now we know that Yahweh is with all of us Israelites, and that
you were not rebelling against him when
you built that altar. Because what you did
did not break Yahweh’s laws, we are sure
that he will not punish us.
32

Then Phinehas and the Israelite leaders
left the people of the tribes of Reuben and
Gad in the region of Gilead, and returned
to Canaan. There they told the other Israelites what had happened. 33 They were
pleased, and they thanked God. They did
not talk anymore about ﬁghting against
the people of the tribes of Reuben and Gad
and destroying everything in their land.

the leader. 5 Yahweh your God will force
those people out from their lands. He will
capture their lands from them, in order
that you might settle down in those lands.
This is what he has promised to do for
you.
6

Pay careful attention so that you obey
all that are written in the book of laws
that Moses wrote down. Do not disobey
them or change any of them. 7 If you
obey the law of Moses, you will not mix
our people with those people groups. Do
not even mention the names of their gods,
and do use the names of their gods when
you make promises or take oaths. Do not
worship those gods or bow down to them.
8
Love Yahweh and trust in him, as you
have been doing. Do not stop worshiping
him.
9

Yahweh has forced many great and powThe people of the tribes of Reuben and erful nations to get out of your way as you
Gad named their new altar “Reminder,” advanced. No one has been able to stop
and they said, “It is a reminder to us all you. 10 Any single soldier among you will
be able to cause a thousand men of war
that Yahweh is God.”
34
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in the army of your enemy, to run away,
because Yahweh your God ﬁghts for you.
That is what he promised to do. 11 So do
all you can to love Yahweh your God.
12

2
selves before God.
Joshua said to
all of them, ”This is what Yahweh, the
God we Israelite people worship, is saying: ’Long ago, your ancestors, including Abraham’s father Terah and Abraham’s younger brother Nahor, lived far
beyond the Euphrates River, where they
worshiped other gods. 3 But I took your
ancestor Abraham, and I led him into the
land of Canaan. I gave him many descendants through his son Isaac. 4 I gave Isaac
his own sons, Jacob and Esau. I gave Esau
the hill country of Edom as his own, but I
sent Jacob and his children went down to
Egypt, where they lived for many years.

However, if you stop doing what Yahweh desires; if you associate with those
people groups who survived the wars
with our people, or if you marry them
and become their friends, and if they become friends with you, 13 then you can be
sure that Yahweh our God will not help
you force them out of your land. They
will become like traps that will catch you.
They will be like whips that strike your
backs, and like thorns that will stick you
in the eye. Your people group will become 5 I sent Moses and his brother Aaron to
weaker and weaker until you die out in Egypt, and I caused the people of Egypt to
this land, this very good land that Yahweh suffer many terrible plagues. After that, I
our God has given to us.
brought your people out of Egypt. 6 When
14
It is almost time for me to die, like ev- I brought your ancestors out of Egypt, they
eryone else does. You know deep within came to the sea. The Egyptian army puryou, that every single thing that Yahweh sued them with chariots and on horsepromised to do for you, he has done it. 15 back, as far as the Sea of Reeds.” 7 Joshua
He has given to you all the good things continued to speak: ”When you pleaded
he promised. In the same way, the other to Yahweh for help, he caused darkness to
things that he promised, things that are come between the nation of Israel and the
not good, will also happen if you do what Egyptian army, and he covered the Egypis evil. In that case he will take your lives tian army with the waters of the sea so
and your land away from you. 16 If you that your enemies were drowned. This is
do not obey the covenant between Yah- what Yahweh says: ’You saw what I did in
weh and you, and if you leave him and Egypt. You lived in the desert for many
go and worship other gods and bow down years.
to them, Yahweh will become very angry
8
Then I brought you to the land of the
with you, just as a ﬁre starts from a spark.
Very quickly he will take away your lives, Amorites, who lived on the east side of
and he will take away this good land from the Jordan River (the other side of the
you, the same land he has now given to Jordan River from us here today). They
fought against you, but I made you deyou.”
feat them and destroy them; you captured
their land. But I was the one who actually destroyed them, and I let you see everything that I did for you. 9 Then Balak
son of Zippor, king of Moab, prepared his
1
Joshua brought together the elders, army and attacked Israel. He sent for
leader, judges, and oﬃcers of the na- Beor’s son Balaam, and he told him to call
tion of Israel, and they presented them- for a curse from Yahweh on your people.

Chapter 24
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But I would not listen to Balaam. In- always worship Yahweh! We promise that
stead, I made him bless you, and I saved we will never worship or bow down to any
you from his curse.
other gods! 17 It was Yahweh who brought
our ancestors up out of Egypt. He res11
Then you all crossed the Jordan River
cued us from that land, where they were
and came to Jericho. The leaders of
slaves. We saw him perform great miraJericho fought against you, as did the
cles, and he protected us when we were
armies of the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
traveling. He protected us wherever we
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites,
went; he kept us safe from the armies of
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. I made all
many kings. We became a great nation,
of you more powerful than they were, and
and we have entered this land. 18 Yahweh
you defeated them all. 12 I am the one
drove out all the people before us. He dewho caused them to panic. They acted
feated the Amorites, who lived in the land.
as if they were being chased by hornets.
So we will worship and bow down to YahAnd you drove out the two kings of the
weh, for he is our God.”
Amorites as your army moved ahead and
pushed them away. But it was not because 19 But Joshua replied to the people, ”You
of your swords or your bows and arrows, cannot serve Yahweh! He is a holy God,
but it was because that I, Yahweh, was and he will not allow you to worship other
ﬁghting on your side. 13 So I gave you gods. He will not forgive you for breaka land that you had not cleared or plowed, ing his laws, or when you sin, 20 if you forand I gave you cities that you did not build. sake Yahweh and worship other gods. If
Now you live in those cities, and you eat you forget him, he will turn and do the
the grapes from grapevines that you did same harm to you as he did to your enenot plant, and you eat olives from trees mies, and he will burn you as with ﬁre! He
that you did not plant.’
will do all this to, after he has been so good
to you—if you turn your back on him and
14
Joshua continued to speak: ”Now be
leave him.” 21 But the people answered
afraid and be in awe of Yahweh. WorJoshua, “No, we will worship Yahweh.”
ship him sincerely, and be faithful when
you make promises to him. Throw away 22 Then Joshua said, “You are bearing witthe idols that your ancestors worshiped ness to what you have said. You have chowhen they lived on the far side of the sen Yahweh and you are promising to worEuphrates River, and when they lived in ship him alone.” They replied, “Yes, that
Egypt. Worship Yahweh alone. 15 If you is what we promise to do.” 23 Then Joshua
do not want to worship Yahweh, then de- said, “You must throw away all the other
cide today what gods you will worship. In idols you have with you, and with all the
that case, you must decide whether you strength you have within you, you must
will worship the gods of your ancestors, turn to Yahweh and worship him as your
the gods that they worshiped when they God, and no other.” 24 The people replied,
lived on the other side of the Euphrates “We will worship Yahweh, our God, and
River, or whether you will worhsip the we will obey him alone.”
gods of the Amorites, the gods that those 25
On that same day, Joshua made a
people worshiped in this land where you
covenant with the people.
There at
now live. But as for me and my family, we
Shechem, he wrote down for them all
will worship Yahweh.”
the decrees and laws that Yahweh com16
The Israelite people answered, ”We will manded them to obey. 26 He wrote down
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all the words that were in the book of the
law of God. He took a great stone and set it
up there at Shechem, under the large oak
tree that grew beside the place where they
worshiped Yahweh. 27 Joshua said to all
the people, “Look! This stone will bear testimony against us. This is the place where
we promised that we would serve Yahweh.
This stone will be a place to remember our
promise to Yahweh, and a place to remind
us of what will happen to us if we do not
keep our promise to God.” 28 Then Joshua
sent the people away, and they went to the
places that were assigned to them.
29

After these things happened, Joshua son
of Nun, the servant of Yahweh, died. He
was 110 years old when he died. 30 They
buried his body on his own property in
Timnathserah. It is in the north hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 31
The people of Israel worshiped Yahweh as
long as the elders who had served with
Joshua were alive; they had seen everything that Yahweh had done for Israel. 32
Joseph’s bones, which the people of Israel
had brought up out of Egypt, were buried
at Shechem, in the piece of land that Jacob
had bought long ago for the price of one
hundred pieces of silver. He had bought it
from Hamor, the father of Shechem. That
piece of land became a permanent possession for Joseph’s descendants. 33 Eleazar
son of Aaron, also died. They buried his
body at Gibeah, the city that belonged to
Phinehas, his son, in the hill country of
Ephraim.
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ﬁght the Canaanites who lived in the hill
country, in the southern Judean wilderness, and in the foothills to the west. 10 The
men of Judah also went to ﬁght against the
Canaanites who lived in the city of Hebron
(which used to be named Kiriath Arba).
1
After Joshua died, the Israelite peo- They defeated the armies of kings Sheshai,
ple asked Yahweh, “Which of our tribes Ahiman, and Talmai.
should attack the Canaanites ﬁrst?”
11
Then they left that area and went to
2
Yahweh replied, “The men of the tribe of ﬁght against the people living in the city
Judah must attack ﬁrst. I will enable the of Debir, which was previously named
tribe of Judah to defeat the Canaanites.”
Kiriath Sepher. 12 Before they attacked the
3
The men of Judah went to their fellow Is- city, Caleb said to them, “The person who
raelites, the men from the tribe of Simeon, attacks and captures Kiriath Sepher,13I will
and said to them, “Come and help us to allow him to marry my daughter.” Othﬁght the Canaanites in order that we can niel, who was the son of Caleb’s younger
take from them the land that Yahweh al- brother Kenaz, captured the city. So Caleb
lotted to us. If you do that, we will go with gave his daughter Aksah to him, to beyou and help you conquer the people in come his wife.

Chapter 1

the land that Yahweh promised to give to 14 After Aksah married Othniel, she asked
you.” So the men from the tribe of Simeon him to request her father to give him a
went with the men of the tribe of Judah.
ﬁeld. Then she rode back to her father
4
When the men of those two tribes at- Caleb’s house on her donkey. When she
tacked, Yahweh enabled them to defeat got off the donkey, Caleb asked her, “What
ten thousand men of the Canaanites and do you want?”
the Perizzites at the city of Bezek. 5 During the battle they found Adoni-Bezek, the
leader of the city. 6 Adoni-Bezek tried to
run away. The Israelites pursued him and
caught him. Then they cut off his thumbs
and his big toes.

15

She replied, “I want you to do a favor
for me. You have given me the land of the
southern Judean wilderness, but it is very
dry there. So please also give me some
land that has springs of water.” So Caleb
gave her some land on higher ground that
7
Adoni-Bezek said, “My army captured had a spring, and some land on lower
seventy kings. We cut off their thumbs ground that had a spring in it.
and big toes. After that, we forced those 16 The Kenites who were descendants of
kings to eat scraps that fell from our table. Moses’ father-in-law left Jericho, which
Now God has paid me back for what I did.” was called “The City of Palm Trees.” They
Then the men of Judah took Adoni-Bezek went with some of the men of Judah to live
to Jerusalem, and he died there.
with them in the southern Judean wilderThe army of Judah fought against the ness, near the city of Arad.
men of Jerusalem, and they captured the 17
The men of Judah and their fellow Iscity. With their swords they killed the peoraelites from the tribe of Simeon defeated
ple who lived there and they burned the
the Canaanites who lived in the city of
houses in the city.
Zephath. They completely destroyed the
9
Later, the men of Judah went down to city and gave it a new name, Hormah,
8
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which means “complete destruction.” 18
The men of Judah also captured Gaza,
Ashkelon, and Ekron cities and all the land
that is near those cities. 19 Yahweh helped
the men of Judah to capture the hill country, but they could not force the people
who were living in the plains to leave, because they had better weapons—they had
iron chariots.
20

The city of Hebron was given to Caleb
because Moses had promised him that he
could have that city. And Caleb forced
the three clans descended from Anak to
leave that area. 21 But the tribe of Benjamin could not force the Jebusites to
leave Jerusalem. So, since that time the
Jebusites have lived in Jerusalem with of
the tribe of Benjamin.
22

The men of the tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh went to ﬁght against the men
of city of Bethel, and Yahweh helped them.
23
They sent some spies to ﬁnd out everything that they could ﬁnd out about Bethel,
which was previously called Luz. 24 The
spies saw a man who was coming out of
the city. They said to him, “If you show us
a way to get into the city, we will be kind
to you and we will not kill you.” 25 So
the man showed them a way to enter the
city. The men of the tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh entered the city and killed all
the people with their swords, but they did
not kill the man who showed them how
to get into the city, and they did not kill
his family. 26 That man went to the area
where the descendants of Heth lived, and
he built a city. He named the city Luz, and
that is still the name of that city.
27

There were Canaanites who lived in
Beth Shan, Taanach, Dor, Ibleam, and
Megiddo cities and in the surrounding
villages. The men of the tribe of Manasseh did not force them to leave those
towns, because the Canaanites were determined to stay there. 28 Later, the Is-

raelites became stronger, and they forced
the Canaanites to work for them as their
slaves, but they did not force all the
29
Canaanites to leave their land.
The
men of the tribe of Ephraim did not force
the Canaanites to leave the city of Gezer.
So the Canaanites continued to live with
30
the tribe of Ephraim.
The men of
the tribe of Zebulun did not force the
Canaanites who were living in the cities of
Kitron and Nahalol to leave. They stayed
there and lived with the tribe of Zebulun,
but the people of Zebulun forced them to
31
work for them as their slaves.
The
men of the tribe of Asher did not force
the Canaanites who lived in Akko, Sidon,
Ahlab, Aczib, Helbah, Aphek and Rehob
cities to leave. 32 So the tribe of Asher
lived with the Canaanites (those who were
still there), and did not make them leave.
33
The men of the tribe of Naphtali did
not compel the people who lived in the
cities of Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath to
leave, so they continued to live with the
Canaanites in those cities, but the Canaanites were forced to work as the slaves of
Naphtali. 34 The Amorites forced the tribe
of Dan to live in the hills. They did not allow them to come down and live on the
plain. 35 The Amorites were determined
to stay at Mount Heres and in the cities
of Aijalon and Shaalbim. But when the Israelites became stronger, they forced the
Amorites to work as their slaves. 36 The
land where the Amorites lived extended
from Scorpion Pass toward the west beyond Sela, up into the hill country.

Chapter 2
1

The angel of Yahweh went up from Gilgal
to a place that the people of Israel would
soon call Bokim. He said to the Israelite
people, ”I brought your ancestors up here
from Egypt. I led them into this land that
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I solemnly promised to give to your ancestors. I said to them, ’I will never break the
covenant I made with you. 2 But as for you,
you must never agree to have peace with
the people who live in this land. You must
tear down the altars where they make sacriﬁces to idols.’ But you have not obeyed
3
me.
So now, I am telling you that I
will not drive out your enemies as you advance. They will be like thorns in your
sides. And they will try to trap you by persuading you to worship their idols.”

This caused Yahweh to be very angry. 14
Because Yahweh was angry, he allowed
people from other groups to attack them
and steal their crops and animals. They
were no longer able to resist their enemies, and Yahweh allowed all their enemies around them to defeat them. 15
Whenever the Israelites went to ﬁght their
enemies, Yahweh always worked against
them and allowed their enemies to defeat
them, just as he had said he would do. So
the Israelites were greatly distressed.

4

After he said that to all the Israelites, the 16
Then Yahweh brought leaders to them.
people lamented loudly. 5 They named
These leaders rescued the Israelites from
that place Bokim, which means “weepthe people who were attacking them. 17
ing.” There they offered sacriﬁces to YahBut the Israelites still would not obey their
weh.
leaders. Instead, they betrayed Yahweh
6
After Joshua sent the people of Israel for idols, like prostitutes to other gods
away, each group went to possess the land and they worshiped those idols. They
that had been permanently assigned to were not like their ancestors. Their anthe people. 7 They obeyed Yahweh as long cestors obeyed what Yahweh commanded,
as Joshua was alive, and as long as the but these new people quickly stopped beelders, those who had seen all the great having as their ancestors had behaved.
things that Yahweh had done for Israel, 18 Whenever Yahweh brought a leader
to them, he helped that leader and enwere alive.
abled him to rescue the people from their
8
Then Yahweh’s servant Joshua died. He
He did that as long as that
9 enemies.
was 110 years old when he died.
leader was alive. Yahweh pitied them as
They buried his body in the land that
they groaned because they were being ophe had received from Moses, at Timnath
pressed and caused to suffer. 19 But afHeres, in the area where the descendants
ter that leader died, the people always beof Ephraim lived, north of Mount Gaash.
gan behaving in more evil ways than their
10
After all the people who lived at the ancestors had behaved. They worshiped
same time as Joshua died, more people other gods and bowed down to them and
grew up who did not know Yahweh and did all the things that they thought those
had not seen him do the great things he gods wanted them to do.
11-13
had done for the Israelite people.
They did things that Yahweh said were 20 So Yahweh was very angry with the
very evil. They worshiped idols that rep- Israelite people. He said, ”These peoresented the god Baal and the female fer- ple have disobeyed the covenant that I
tility goddess, the Ashtoreth. They wor- made with their ancestors. They have not
shiped the various gods that the people done what I told them to do. 21 So I will
groups around them worshiped. They no longer expel the people groups that
stopped worshiping Yahweh, the God Joshua left in this land when he died. 22
their ancestors worshiped, the one who I will use them to test the Israelite people
had brought their ancestors out of Egypt. to see whether they will do what I want
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them to do, as their ancestors did.” 23 Yahweh allowed these people groups to stay
in that land for a long time after the people of Israel had come. He did not expel
them by allowing Joshua and his men to
defeat them.

Rishathaim, who was king of Aram Naharaim in Mesopotamia. The people of Israel served Cushan-Rishathaim for eight
years. 9 But when they pleaded to Yahweh to help them, he brought a leader
to rescue them. He was Othniel (the son
of Caleb’s younger brother, Kenaz). 10
Yahweh’s Spirit gave him power and insight, and he became their leader. He led
an army that fought against the army of
Cushan-Rishathaim, and Othniel defeated
11
1
After that, for forty years there
At that time there were still many peo- them.
ple groups in Canaan. Yahweh left them was peace in the land, until Othniel died.
there to test the Israelite people because 12
After that, the Israelites again did things
many of the Israelites in Canaan had not
that
Yahweh had forbidden them to do,
2
fought in any of the previous wars. So
Yahweh did this to teach the new genera- things that were very evil. Yahweh made
tion of Israelites how to wage war. 3 This is the army of King Eglon, who ruled the
so that he
a list of the people groups that Yahweh left land of Moab, much stronger
13
Eglon perthere to test the Israelites: The Philistines could defeat the Israelites.
suaded
the
leaders
of
the
Ammonites
and
and their ﬁve leaders, the people living
in the area near the city of Sidon, the de- the Amalekites to join their armies with
scendants of Canaan, and the Hivites who his army to attack Israel. They captured
was called “The City of
were living in the mountains of Lebanon Jericho, which
14
between Mount Baal Hermon and Lebo Palm Trees.” Then King Eglon ruled the
Hamath (“the pass of Hamath”). 4 Yah- Israelites for eighteen years.
weh left these people groups there to test 15
But then the Israelites again pleaded
the Israelites, to see if they would obey
to Yahweh to help them. So he brought
his commands which he had told Moses
another leader to rescue them. He was
to give them. 5 The Israelites lived among
Ehud son of Gera, a left-handed man from
the people groups of the Canaanites, the
the descendants of Benjamin. The IsHivites, the Amorites, the Perizites, the
raelites sent him to King Eglon to give him
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6 But the Isthe money he required every year so he
raelites took the daughters of those people
16
Ehud had
would not attack them.
to be their own wives, and gave their own
with him a short double-edged sword, onedaughters to those men to marry them.
half meter in length. He hid it under his
And they worshiped the gods of those peoclothes by strapping the sword to his right
ple.
thigh. 17 He gave the money to King Eglon,
7
The Israelites did things that Yahweh who was a very fat man. 18 Then Ehud
said were very evil. They forgot about started to go back home with the men who
Yahweh, their God, and they started to had carried the money. 19 When they arworship the idols that represented the god rived at the stone quarries near Gilgal, he
Baal and the goddess Asherah. 8 There- told the other men to go on, but he himself
fore Yahweh was very angry with Israel, turned around and went back to the king
and he handed them over that they might of Moab. When he arrived at the palace,
live under the power of King Cushan- he said to the king, “Your majesty, I have
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a secret message for you.” So the king told Moab who tried to cross the river to esall his servants to be quiet, and he sent cape. 29 At that time, the Israelites killed
them out of the room.
about ten thousand people from Moab.
They were all strong and capable men,
20
Then, as Eglon was sitting alone in the
but not one of them escaped. 30 On that
upstairs room of his summer palace, Ehud
day, the Israelites conquered the people of
came close to him and said, “I have a mesMoab. Then there was peace in their land
sage for you from God.” Just then the king
for eighty years.
21
got up from his chair.
As the king
got up, Ehud reached with his left hand 31 After Ehud died, Shamgar became their
and pulled the dagger from his right thigh, leader. He rescued the Israelites from the
and plunged it into the king’s belly. 22 He Philistines. In one battle he killed six hunthrust it in so far that the handle went dred Philistines with an ox goad.
into the king’s belly, and the blade came
out the king’s back. Ehud did not pull the
dagger out. He left it there, with the handle buried in the king’s fat. 23 Then Ehud
left the room. He went out to the porch.
1
After Ehud died, the Israelites did not
He shut the doors to the room and locked
obey Yahweh and they did evil things, and
them.
Yahweh
saw what they were doing. 2 So he
24
After he had gone, his servants came allowed the army of Jabin, one of the kings
back, but they saw that the doors of the in the region of Canaan, who ruled in the
room were locked. They said, “The king city of Hazor, to conquer the Israelites.
must be defecating in the inner room.” 25 The commander of his army was Sisera,
So they waited, but when the king did not who lived in Harosheth (where many of
open the doors of the room, after a while those who were not Israelites lived). 3
they were worried. They got a key and un- Sisera’s army had nine hundred chariots
locked the doors. And they saw that their made out of iron. For twenty years he cruking was lying on the ﬂoor, dead.
elly oppressed the Israelites. Then they
26
Meanwhile, Ehud escaped. He passed pleaded to Yahweh to help them.
by the stone quarries and arrived at 4
Now Deborah, a woman who proclaimed
Seirah, in the hill country where the dethe
word of Yahweh (who was the wife
scendants of Ephraim lived. 27 There he
of Lappidoth), was a leading judge in Isblew a trumpet to tell everyone that the
rael at that time. 5 She would sit under
people should join him to ﬁght the peoher palm tree (they called it the “palm
ple of Moab. So the Israelites went with
of Deborah”) at a place between Ramah
him from the hills. They went down toand Bethel, in the hill country where the
ward the Jordan River, with Ehud leading
descendants of Ephraim lived, and peothem.
ple would come to her and ask her to set28
He said to the men, “Yahweh is going tle their legal disputes. She would deter6
to allow us to defeat your enemies, the mine what was right and fair.
One
people of Moab. So follow me!” So they day she sent for Barak son of Abinoam
followed him down to the river, and they and called him to come to her. He was
stationed some of their men at the place from Kedesh (in the area where the dewhere people can walk across the river, in scendants of Naphtali lived). She said to
order that they could kill any people from him, ”This is what Yahweh, the God we
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worship, is commanding you to do: ’Take
ten thousand men with you, some from
Naphtali and some of Zebulun, and gather
all your men together at Mount Tabor. 7
Yahweh will make me able to persuade
Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, to
come with his chariots and his army, to
the river Kishon, a few miles away. I will
enable your men to defeat them there.’”

down from his chariot and ran away. 16
But Barak and his men pursued the other
chariots and the enemy soldiers as far
as Harosheth (where the non-Israelites
lived). They killed all of the men in Sisera’s army. Not one man survived.
17

But Sisera ran to Jael’s tent. He did that
because Sisera’s master, Jabin of the city
of Hazor, was a good friend of her hus8
Barak replied, “I will go only if you go band Heber.
with me. If you will not go with me, I will
18
Jael went out to greet Sisera. She said
not go.”
to him, “Sir, come into my tent! Do not be
9
She replied, “Indeed I will go with you. afraid!” So he went into the tent and lay
But because that is what you have decided down, and she covered him with a blanto do, Yahweh will enable a woman to de- ket.
feat Sisera, and the result will be that no
one will honor you for doing that.” So 19 He said to her, “I am thirsty; can you
Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 give me some water?” So she opened a
There he summoned men from Zebulun leather container of milk, and gave him a
and Naphtali. Ten thousand men came drink. Then she covered him with a blanto him, and then they went together with ket again.
Deborah to Mount Tabor.
20
He said to her, “Stand in the entrance of
11
At that time Heber (the Kenite) had the tent. If someone comes and asks, ‘Is
moved away from the Kenites with his anyone else here?’, say ‘No’.”
wife Jael, and set up his tent near the
21
Sisera was very exhausted, so he soon
big oak tree at Zaanannim, near Kedesh.
was
asleep. While he was sleeping, Jael
(Heber was a descendant of Moses’ fathercrept quietly to him, holding a hammer
in-law Hobab.)
and a tent peg. She pounded the peg
12
Someone told Sisera that Barak son through his skull, and she hammered the
of Abinoam had gone up on Mount Ta- peg all the way through his head and it
bor with an army. 13 Sisera gathered stuck into the ground, and he died.
his troops with their nine hundred char22
When Barak came to Jael’s tent to look
iots, and they marched from Harosheth
for
Sisera, she went out to greet him. She
(where the non-Israelites lived) to the
said, “Come in, and I will show you the
river Kishon.
man you are searching for!” So he fol14
Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get go- lowed her into the tent, and he saw Sising! This is the day that Yahweh will era lying there, dead, with the tent peg still
enable your army to defeat the army of piercing through his head.
Sisera. Yahweh is going ahead of you!”
So Barak led his men as they descended 23 On that day God enabled the Israelites
from Mount Tabor. 15 As they advanced, to defeat the army of Jabin, one of the
Yahweh caused Sisera and all his chari- kings of the Canaanites. 24 The Israelites
ots and his army to have great diﬃculty became stronger and stronger, and they
maneuvering around. So Sisera jumped destroyed Jabin and his army.
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Chapter 5
1

On that day, Deborah and Barak (the son
of Abinoam) sang this song:

and then they took away the shields
and spears from forty thousand Israelite
soldiers.
Not one was left with a metal weapon.

9
I am thankful for the leaders and sol”When the leaders of the Israelite peodiers who volunteered to ﬁght.
ple really lead them, and the people willI praise you, Yahweh, for them!
ingly follow them, it is time to praise Yahweh!
10
You wealthy people who ride on don3
keys,
Listen, you kings! Pay attention, you
leaders!
sitting on nice padded saddles,
2

I will sing to Yahweh. With this song
and you people who just walk on the
I will praise Yahweh, the God of Israel.
road,
think about all this!
O Yahweh, when you came from Seir,
when you marched from that land, also
11
Listen to the voices of the singers
known as Edom,
who gather at the places where the animals drink water.
the earth shook,
They tell about how Yahweh acted
and rain poured down from the skies.
righteously
5
The mountains shook when you came,
when he enabled the Israelite warjust like Mount Sinai shook when you riors to conquer their enemies.
appeared there,
Yahweh’s people marched down to the
because you are Yahweh,
city gates.
4

12

the God of Israel.
6

When Shamgar was our leader and in
the days of Jael,
we were afraid to walk on the main
roads;

The people came to my house and
shouted,
‘Deborah, wake up! Wake up and start
singing!’
They also shouted,

‘Barak (son of Abinoam), get up, and
instead, caravans of travelers walked
capture our enemies!’
on winding, less traveled roads
13
Later, some of the Israelite people
to avoid being molested.
who survived the battle
7
There were few warriors willing to
came down from the highlands to where
ﬁght in Israel
their leaders were.
until I, Deborah, became their leader.

These were men who belonged to
Yahweh
and they came down to me
I became like a mother to the Israelite
people. 8 When the Israelite people abanto ﬁght their enemies alongside these
doned Yahweh and chose new gods,
warriors.
cities,

enemies attacked the gates of the

14

Some came from the tribe descended
from Ephraim.
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19
They came from land that once beThe kings of Canaan fought us at
longed to the descendants of Amalek.
Taanach, near the springs in Megiddo Valley.
Men from the tribe descended from BenBut since they did not defeat us,
jamin followed them.

they did not carry away any silver or
Troops from the group descended
other
treasures from the battle.
from Machir also came down,
20
It was as though the stars in the heavand oﬃcers from the tribe descended
from Zebulun came down, carrying staffs ens fought for us
to show they were important.

and as though those stars in their
paths
fought
against Sisera.
15
Leaders from the tribes descended
21
The river Kishon swept them away—
from Issachar joined Barak and me.
They followed Barak, rushing down
into the valley.

that river that has been there for ages.

I will tell myself to be brave and conBut men from the tribe descended from tinue marching on.
22
Reuben could not decide what they should
The hooves of the horses of Sisera’s
do.
army pounded the ground.
Those powerful horses kept galloping
Why did you men stay at your ﬁrealong.
places,
16

23
The angel sent by Yahweh said,
waiting to hear the shepherds whistle for their ﬂocks of sheep to come to the
’I curse the people of the town of
pens?
Meroz
Men in the tribe descended from
because they did not come to help YahReuben could not decide
weh

whether they would join us to ﬁght
to defeat the mighty warriors of
our enemies, or not.
Canaan.’
17

Similarly, the men living in the Gilead
area stayed at home, east of the Jordan
River.

24

But God is very pleased with Jael,
(the wife of Heber the Kenite).

He is more pleased with her than with
And the men from the tribe descended all the other women who live in tents.
from Dan,
25
Sisera asked for some water,
why did they stay home?
and Jael gave him some milk.
The tribe descended from Asher sat by
She brought him some yogurt in a bowl
the seashore.
that was suitable for kings.
26
They stayed in their coves.
Then, when he was asleep, she
18
But men from the tribe descended reached for a tent peg with her left hand,
from Zebulun risked their lives on the batand she reached for a hammer with
tleﬁeld,
her right hand.

She hit Sisera hard with it and crushed
and men descended from Naphtali
were ready to do that, also.
his head.
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She pounded the tent peg right people of Midian to conquer them and
through his head.
rule them for seven years. 2 The people
of Midian treated the Israelites so cruelly
27
He collapsed at her feet
that the Israelites ﬂed to the mountains.
and he fell and he layed there and did There they made places to live in caves
not move.
and places to be safe. 3 At the time when
the Israelites planted their crops in the
At her feet he sank down,
ﬁelds, the people of Midian and Amalek
and there he fell limp. He was dead. and people from the east attacked the Is28
Sisera’s mother looked out from her raelites. 4 They set up tents in the area,
and then destroyed the crops as far south
window.
as Gaza. They did not leave anything for
She waited for him to return.
the Israelites to eat and took away the
She said, ’Why is he taking so long to sheep, the cattle and the donkeys. 5 They
come home in his chariot?
came into Israel with their tents and their
Why do I not hear the sound of the livestock like a swarm of locusts. There
were so many of them that arrived riding
wheels of his chariot?’
on their camels that no one could count.
29
Her wisest princesses replied to her, They stayed so they could ruin the land.
6
The people of Midian took almost evand she kept consoling herself by
erything the Israelites owned. So ﬁnally
repeating those words:
the Israelites pleaded for Yahweh to help
30
’Perhaps they are dividing up the them.
things and the people they captured after
7
the battle.
When the Israelites pleaded with Yahweh
to help them because of what the
Each soldier will get one or two
people from Midian had done to them,
women who will bear them children.
8
Yahweh sent to them a prophet, who
Sisera will get some beautiful robes, said, ”This is what Yahweh the God of Isand some beautiful embroidered rael says, ’I brought up your ancestors out
of Egypt, out of the places where you all
robes for me.’
were
slaves. 9 But I rescued them from
31
But that is not what happened! Yahthe leaders of Egypt and from all the othweh, I hope that all your enemies will die
ers who oppressed you. I expelled their
as Sisera did!
enemies from this land, and gave it to you.
And I desire that all those who love 10 I told you and your ancestors, “I am Yahyou, Yahweh, be as strong as the sun when weh, your God. You are now in the land of
it rises!”
the Amorites, but you must not worship
There was peace again in the land for forty the gods they worship here in this land
in which you are living.” But you did not
years.
obey me.’”
11

One day the angel of Yahweh appeared
and sat under a big oak tree at the town
of Ophrah. (That tree belonged to Joash,
1
Again the Israelites did what Yahweh who was from the clan of Abiezer.) Joash’s
said was very evil. So he allowed the son Gideon was threshing wheat in the pit
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did that.
Then Yahweh reached out
and touched the meat and bread with the
walking stick that was in his hand. A ﬁre
ﬂamed up from the rock and burned up
the meat and the bread that Gideon had
brought! And then the angel of Yahweh
disappeared. 22 When Gideon realized
13
Gideon replied, “Sir, if Yahweh is helpthat it was the angel of Yahweh, he exing us, why have all these bad things hapclaimed, “O, Lord Yahweh, I have seen the
pened to us? We heard about all the miraface of the angel of Yahweh!”
cles that Yahweh performed for our ancestors. We heard people tell us about how he 23 But Yahweh called to him and said, “Do
rescued them from being slaves in Egypt. not be afraid! You will not die!”
But now Yahweh has abandoned us, and 24
Then Gideon built an altar to worship
we are ruled by the people from Midian.”
Yahweh there. He named it ‘Yahweh is
14
Then Yahweh turned toward him and Peace.’ That altar is still there at the town
said, “You have the strength to rescue the of Ophrah, in the land of the Abiezrites.
Israelites from the people of Midian. I am 25
That night Yahweh said to Gideon, ”Take
sending you to do that!”
the bull that belongs to your father and an15
Gideon replied, “But Lord, how can I other bull, one that is seven years old, and
rescue the Israelites? My clan is the least tear down the altar that your father built
signiﬁcant in the whole tribe descended to worship the god Baal. Also cut down the
from Manasseh, and I am the least signiﬁ- pole for worshiping the goddess Asherah
that is there beside it. 26 Then build a
cant person in my whole family!”
stone altar to worship me, your God Yah16
Yahweh said to him, “I will help you. So
weh, here on this hill. Take the wood from
you will defeat the Midianite army as easthe Asherah pole you cut down and make
ily as if you were ﬁghting only one man!”
a ﬁre to burn the meat of these bulls as a
17
Gideon replied, ”If you are truly pleased burnt offering to me.”
with me, do something which will prove 27
So Gideon and ten of his servants did
that you who are speaking to me are rewhat Yahweh commanded. But they did
ally Yahweh. 18 But do not go away until I
it at night, because he was afraid what the
go and bring back an offering to you.”
other members of his family and the other
Yahweh answered, “Very well, I will stay men in town would do to him if they found
here until you return.”
out that he had done that.

where they pressed grapes to make wine.
He was threshing the grain there in order
to hide it from the people of Midian. 12
Yahweh went over to Gideon and said to
him, “You mighty warrior, Yahweh is helping you!”

19

Gideon hurried to his home. He killed a
young goat and cooked it. Then he took a
about twenty-two liters of ﬂour and baked
some bread without yeast. Then he put
the cooked meat in a basket, and put the
broth from the meat in a pot, and took it
to Yahweh, who was sitting under the tree.

28

Early the next morning, as soon as the
men got up, they saw that the altar to Baal
was in ruins, and the Asherah pole was
gone. They saw that there was a new altar
there, and on it was what remained from
the bulls they had sacriﬁced.
29

The people asked each other, “Who did
Then the angel of God said to him, “Put this?” After they investigated, someone
the meat and the bread on this rock. Then told them that it was Gideon son of Joash
pour the broth on top of it.” So Gideon who had done it.
20
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The men of the town said to Joash,
“Bring your son out here! He must be
put to death, because he destroyed our
god Baal’s altar and cut down the Asherah
pole where we worship!”

one more thing. Tonight I will put the
ﬂeece out again. This time, let the ﬂeece
remain dry, while the ground is wet with
the dew.” 40 So that night, God did what
Gideon asked him to do. The next morning the ﬂeece was dry, but the ground was
31
But Joash replied to those who came
covered with dew.
against him, “Are you trying to defend
Baal? Are you trying to argue his case?
Anyone who tries to defend Baal should
be executed by tomorrow morning! If
Baal is truly a god, he ought to be able
to defend himself, when someone tears 1 The next morning, Jerub Baal (his name
down his altar!” 32 From that time, people is also Gideon) and his men got up early
called Gideon Jerub Baal, which means and went as far as the spring of Harod.
“Baal should defend himself,” because he The army of Midian was camped north of
had torn down Baal’s altar.
them, in the valley near the hill of Moreh.
2
Yahweh said to Gideon, ”You have too
33
Soon after that, the armies of the people of Midian and of Amalek and the many soldiers with you. If I allow all
people from the east gathered together. of you to ﬁght the army of Midian and
They crossed the Jordan River to attack your army defeats them, they will boast
by
the Israelites. They set up their tents to me that they defeated their enemies
3
So
tell
themselves,
without
my
help.
34
Then Yahin the Valley of Jezreel.
weh’s Spirit took control of Gideon. He the men, ‘Whoever among you is timid
blew a ram’s horn to summon the men or afraid may leave us and depart from
to prepare to ﬁght. So the men of the Mount Gilead.’” So after Gideon told that
clan of Abiezer came to him. 35 He also to them, twenty-two thousand of them
sent messengers throughout the tribes de- went home. Only ten thousand men were
scended from Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, left there.

Chapter 7

and Naphtali to tell their soldiers to come, 4 But Yahweh told Gideon, “There are
and all of them came.
still too many men! Take them down to
36
Then Gideon said to God, ”If you are the spring, and there I will choose from
truly going to enable me to rescue the among them, which ones will go with you
Israelite people as you promised, 37 con- and which ones will not go.”

ﬁrm it by doing this: Tonight I will put
a dry wool ﬂeece on the ground where I
thresh the grain. Tomorrow morning, if
the ﬂeece is wet with dew but the ground
is dry, then I will know that I am the one
you will enable to rescue the people of
Israel as you promised.” 38 And that is
what happened. When Gideon got up the
next morning, he picked up the ﬂeece, and
squeezed out a whole bowlful of water!

5

When Gideon took the men down to
the spring, Yahweh told him, “When they
drink, put into one group the ones who lap
the water with their tongues, like dogs do.
Put into another group the ones who kneel
down to drink with their mouths in the
water.” 6 So when they drank, only three
hundred men lapped the water with their
tongues. All the others drank by kneeling
down and putting their mouths into the
39
Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be water.
angry with me, but let me ask you to do 7 Then Yahweh told Gideon, “The three
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hundred men who lapped the water will
be your army! I will help them defeat
the Midianite army. Let all the others go
home!” 8 So Gideon’s three hundred men
collected the food and rams’ horns (used
as trumpets) from all the other men, and
then he sent them home.
The men of Midian were camping in the
valley below Gideon. 9 During that night,
Yahweh said to Gideon, ”Get up and go
down to their camp, and you will hear
something that will convince you that I
will enable your men to defeat them. 10
But if you are afraid to go by yourself, take
your servant Purah with you. 11 Go down
and listen to what some of the Midian soldiers are saying. Then you will be very encouraged, and you will be ready to attack
their camp.” So Gideon took Purah with
him, and they went down to the edge of
the enemy camp. 12 The armies of the people of Midian and Amalek and from the
east had set up their tents and looked like
a swarm of locusts. It seemed that their
camels were too many to count, like the
grains of sand on the seashore.

groups. He gave each man a ram’s horn
(as a trumpet) and an empty clay jar. He
also gave each of them a torch to carry.
17

Then he said to them, ”Watch me. When
we come close to the enemy camp, spread
out to surround the camp. Then do exactly
what I do. 18 As soon as my men blow
their ram’s horns, you men in the other
two groups surrounding the camp blow
your horns and shout, ‘We are doing this
for Yahweh and for Gideon!’”
19

A while before midnight, at the “middle of the watch,” just when a new group
of guards took the places of the previous guards, Gideon and the hundred men
with him arrived at the edge of the Midian camp. Suddenly he and his men
blew their horns, and broke the jars that
20
they were carrying.
Then the men
in all three groups blew their horns and
smashed their jars. They held the torches
high with their left hands, and held up
the horns with their right hands and alternatively blew them and shouted, “We
have swords to ﬁght for Yahweh and for
Gideon!” 21 Each of Gideon’s men stood in
13
Gideon crept closer and heard one man his position around the enemy camp. As
telling a friend about a dream. He said, they watched, all the Midian men started
“I just had a dream, and in the dream I running around and shouting in a panic.
saw a round loaf of barley bread tumble
22
While the three hundred Israelite men
down into our Midian camp. It struck a
kept
blowing their horns, Yahweh caused
tent so hard that the tent turned upside
the Midianites to start ﬁghting each other
down and collapsed!”
with
their swords. Some of them killed
14
His friend said, “Your dream can mean
each other. The rest ﬂed. Some ﬂed south
only one thing. It means that God will ento Beth Shittah. Some ﬂed to the town
able Gideon, the man of Israel, to defeat
of Zerarah, as far as the border of Abel
all of the armies that are here with us men
Meholah, near Tabbath. 23 The men of
from Midian.”
Israel gathered together more men from
15
When Gideon heard the man tell about the tribes of Naphtali, Asher, and Manhis dream and the meaning of that dream, asseh and they went after the army of Midhe thanked God. Then he and Purah ian. 24 Gideon sent messengers throughreturned to the Israelite camp, and he out the hill country where the descenshouted to the men, “Get up! Because God dants of Ephraim lived, saying, “Go down
is enabling you to defeat the men from and attack the army of Midian. Go down
Midian!” 16 He divided his men into three to the Jordan River, to the places where

326

JUDGES
people can wade across, to prevent enemy 6 But the leaders of Succoth replied, “You
troops from crossing it! Station men as far are ready to capture Zebah and Zalmunna
south as Beth Barah.”
and put them under your power as prisonSo the men of Ephraim did what Gideon ers. You are strong enough to get food for
told them to do. 25 They also captured yourself. So why should we give bread to
Oreb and Zeeb, the two generals of the your army?”

Midian army. They killed Oreb at the big
rock which is now called the rock of Oreb,
and they killed Zeeb at the place where
they crush grapes that is now called the
winepress of Zeeb. Afterwards, the Israelites cut off the heads of Oreb and Zeeb
and brought them to Gideon, who was on
the other side of the Jordan River.

7

Gideon replied, “Because you said that,
Yahweh will help us capture Zebah and
Zalmunna and take them from you. We
will come to you and we will make whips
from the thorns and sharp barbs that
grow in the desert. We will use those
thorns and barbs to tear your ﬂesh to
pieces!”
8

Gideon and his three hundred men went
up to Peniel and asked for food there in
the same way. But the people gave him
the same answer. 9 So he said to the men
1
Then the soldiers from the tribe of of Peniel, “After I defeat those kings and
Ephraim said to Gideon, “Why have you make peace, then I will come and pull
acted toward us like this? When you went down this tower!”
out to ﬁght against the army of Midian, 10 By that time, Zebah and Zalmunna had
why did you not call us to help you?” They gone to Karkor town with ﬁfteen thouargued very much with Gideon.
sand troops. They were all that were

Chapter 8

2

But Gideon replied, ”I have done very little compared with what you have done!
The grapes you do not bother to pick in
the land of Ephraim are much better than
the whole harvest among the descendants
of Abiezer! 3 God helped you defeat Oreb
and Zeeb, the generals of the army from
Midian. That is much more important
than what I did!” After Gideon told them
that, they no longer resented what he had
done.
4

Then Gideon and his three hundred men
went east. They came to the Jordan River
and crossed it. Although they were very
tired, they continued to pursue their enemies. 5 When they arrived at the town of
Succoth, Gideon said to the town leaders,
“Please give my men bread that they may
eat it! They are very tired. We are pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of
Midian.”

left of the armies that had come from the
people of the East, and 120,000 of their
men had already been killed. 11 Gideon
and his men went east along the road on
which caravans travel. They went past
the villages of Nobah and Jogbehah and
arrived at the enemy camp by surprise.
12
Zebah and Zalmunna ﬂed, but Gideon’s
men pursued them. He captured the two
kings of Midian—Zebah and Zalmunna,
and their whole army was sent off in confusion.
13

After that, Gideon and his men took Zebah and Zalmunna with them and started
to return, going through the pass of Heres.
14
There he met a young man from Succoth, and sought advice from him. He
asked him to identify all the names of the
leaders in the town. The young man told
him the names of seventy-seven men. 15
Then Gideon and his men returned to Suc-
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coth and said to those leaders, “Here are
Zebah and Zalmunna. When we were
here before, you made fun of me and
said ‘You have not caught Zebah and Zalmunna yet! After you catch them, we will
give your exhausted men some food.’ ” 16
Then Gideon’s men took the town leaders
and whipped them with whips made from
briers from the desert, to teach them that
they deserved to be punished for doing
things like that. 17 Then they went to Peniel and tore down the tower, and killed
all the men in the town.

25

They replied, “We will be glad to give the
earrings to you!” So they spread a cloth on
the ground, and each man threw on it the
gold earrings that he had taken from those
whom he had killed in the battle. 26 The
weight of all the earrings was twenty kilograms. That did not include other things
that they gave to Gideon—the other ornaments or the pendants or the clothes that
their kings wore or the gold chains that
27
were on the necks of their camels.
Gideon made for the people a sacred garment that they worshiped instead of worshiping only God. Gideon and all his fam18
Then Gideon said to Zebah and Zalily sinned by worshiping it.
munna, “The men you killed near Mount
Tabor, what did they look like?”
28
That is how the Israelites defeated the
They replied, “They were like you; they all
people
from Midian. The people of Midlooked like they were sons of a king.”
ian did not become strong enough to at19
Gideon replied, “They were my broth- tack Israel again. So while Gideon was
ers! Just as surely as Yahweh lives, I would alive, there was peace in the land for forty
not kill you if you had not killed them.” 20 years.
Then he turned to his oldest son, Jether.
He said to him, “Kill them!” But Jether was
29
Gideon went back home to live there. 30
only a boy, and he was afraid, so he did not
He had many wives, and they bore him
pull out his sword to kill them.
seventy sons. 31 He also had a slave wife in
21
Then Zebah and Zalmunna said to the city of Shechem, who bore him a son
Gideon, “Do not ask a young boy to do the whom he named Abimelech. 32 Gideon
work that a man should do!” So Gideon son of Joash died when he was very old.
killed both of them. Then he took the They buried his body in the grave where
golden crescent-shaped ornaments from his father Joash was buried, at Ophrah, in
the necks of their camels.
the land of the Abietherites.
22
Then a group of Israelite men came
to Gideon and said to him, “You be our 33
But as soon as Gideon died, the Isruler! We want you and your son and
raelites left God and gave themselves to
your grandsons to be our rulers, because
worship the images of the god Baal, like
you rescued us from the Midian army.”
adultresses leave their husbands and go
23
But Gideon replied, “No, I will not rule to other men. They made Baal-Berith the
over you, and my son will not rule over god they worshiped. 34 They forgot about
you. Yahweh will rule over you.” 24 Then Yahweh, the one who had rescued them
he said, “I request only one thing. I re- from all their enemies that surrounded
quest that each of you give me one earring them. 35 And even though Gideon had
from the things you captured after the bat- done many good things for the Israelites,
tle.” Now all the men descended from Ish- they did not act kindly toward Gideon’s
family.
mael wore earrings.
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Chapter 9
1

Gideon’s son Abimelech went to talk
with his mother’s brothers in the city of
Shechem. Gideon was also called Jerub
Baal. He said to them and to all his
mother’s relatives, 2 “Ask all the leaders
of Shechem: ‘Do you think it would be
good for all seventy of Gideon’s sons to
rule over you? Or would it be better to
have only one man, Abimelech, to rule
over you?’ And do not forget that I am a
part of your family! ”
3

So Abimelech’s mother’s brothers spoke
to all the leaders of Shechem about what
Abimelech had said. They said to each
other, “We should allow Abimelech to rule
over us, because he is our relative.” 4 So
the leaders of Shechem took from the temple of their god Baal-Berith one kilo of silver and gave it to Abimelech. With that
silver he paid some worthless troublemakers to help him, and they went with Abim5
Abimelech
elech wherever he went.
went to Ophrah, his father’s town, and
he murdered his seventy brothers, the
sons of his father Gideon. They killed all
those men on one huge rock. But Gideon’s
youngest son Jotham hid from Abimelech
and his men, and he escaped. 6 Then all
the leaders of the towns of Shechem and
Bethmillo gathered under the big sacred
tree at Shechem. There they appointed
Abimelech to be their leader.
7

When Jotham heard about that, he
climbed up Mount Gerizim. He stood at
the top of the mountain and shouted to
the people down below, ”You leaders of
Shechem, listen to me, in order that God
will listen to you! 8 One day the trees decided to appoint a king to rule over all of
them. So they said to the olive tree, ‘You
be our king!’
9

But the olive tree said, ‘No! I will not
be your king! Men and gods enjoy the oil

from my fruit. I will not stop producing
olives from which we make that oil, in order to rule over you other trees!’
10

Then the trees said to the ﬁg tree, ‘You
come and be our king!’
11

But the ﬁg tree replied, ‘No! I do not
want to stop producing my good sweet
fruit, and go and rule over you other
trees!’
12

Then the trees said to the grapevine,
‘Come and be our king!’
13

But the grapevine replied, ‘No! I will not
be your king! The new wine that is made
from my grapes causes people and gods
who drink it to become very happy. I do
not want to stop producing grapes and go
and rule over you other trees!’
14

Then all the trees said to the thornbush,
‘Come and be our king!’
15

The thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you
truly want to appoint me to be your king,
come into the shade of my tiny branches.
But if you do not want to do that, I hope
that ﬁre will come out from me and burn
up all the cedar trees in Lebanon country!’”
16

After Jotham ﬁnished telling them this
parable, he said, ”So now I ask you, were
you being completely honest and sincere
when you appointed Abimelech to be your
king? Have you rewarded Gideon (who is
also called Jerub Baal) by honoring him as
he deserved because of all the good things
17
Do not forget
he did for you? No!
that my father fought a battle for you, and
he was willing to die for you if that were
necessary, to save you from the power
of the Midian people group. 18 But now
you have rebelled against my father’s family, and you have murdered seventy of his
sons on one huge rock. And you have appointed Abimelech—who is the son of my
father’s slave girl, not the son of his wife—
to be the king who will rule you people
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of Shechem. You have done that only because he is one of your relatives! 19 So, if
today you think that you have truly acted
fairly and sincerely toward Gideon and
his family, I hope that he will cause you
to be happy and that you will cause him
to be happy. 20 But if what you did was
not right, I wish that Abimelech will destroy Shechem and Beth Millo!” I wish that
the leaders of Shechem and Beth Millo will
also destroy Abimelech!”
21

After Jotham ﬁnished saying that, he
escaped from them and ran away to the
town of Beer. He stayed there because
he was afraid that his brother Abimelech
would try to kill him.
22

For three years Abimelech was the
leader over the people of Israel. 23 Then
God sent an evil spirit to cause trouble
between Abimelech and the leaders of
Shechem, with the result that the leaders
of Shechem rebelled against Abimelech.
24
The leaders of Shechem had helped
Abimelech murder seventy of Gideon’s
sons, who were his brothers. So now God
sent the evil spirit to punish all of them
for what they had done. 25 The leaders
of Shechem set an ambush on the hilltops.
Those men robbed everyone who passed
by. But someone told Abimelech about it,
so he did not go near them.
26

There was a man named Gaal son of
Ebed who moved into Shechem, along
with his brothers. The leaders of Shechem
grew to trust him. 27 They went out to
their vineyards to pick some grapes. They
pressed the grapes to make juice, and then
they made wine. Then they had a feast
in the house of their god, and they ate a
lot of food and drank a lot of wine. Then
28
Gaal son of
they cursed Abimelech.
Ebed said, ”Why should we allow Abimelech to rule over us? Is he not the son
of Jerub Baal? And is Zebul not his oﬃcer? You should serve the men of Hamor,

Shechem’s father! Why should we serve
Abimelech? 29 If you would appoint me
to be your leader, I would get rid of Abimelech. I would say to him, ‘Get your army
ready! Come and ﬁght us!’”
30

Someone told Zebul what Gaal had said,
and he became very angry. 31 He sent
messengers to Abimelech. They told him,
”Gaal and his brothers have come here to
Shechem, and they are stirring up the people so they will rebel against you. 32 You
and your men should get up during the
night and go and hide in the ﬁelds outside the city. 33 As soon as the sun rises
in the morning, get up and attack the city.
When Gaal and his men come out to ﬁght
against you, you can do to them whatever
you want to.”
34

So Abimelech and all the men who were
with him got up during the night. They divided into four groups and hid in the ﬁelds
near Shechem. 35 The next morning, Gaal
went out and stood at the entrance to the
city gate. While he was standing there,
Abimelech and his soldiers came out of
their hiding places and started walking toward the city.
36

When Gaal saw the soldiers, he said to
Zebul, “Look! There are people coming
down from the hills!”
But Zebul said, “You are seeing only the
shadows of trees on the hills. They are
not people; they only look like people.” 37
But Gaal looked again, and said, “Look!
There are people coming down in the middle of the land! There is a group of them
coming down from by way of the oak tree
where people claim to talk with the spirits
of dead people!”
38

Zebul said to Gaal, ”Now what good is
your bragging? You who said, ‘Who is
Abimelech that we should serve him?’ Are
these not the men you hated? Go out now
and ﬁght against them.
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39

So Gaal led the men of Shechem outside the city to ﬁght the army of Abimelech. 40 Abimelech and his men pursued them, and they killed many of Gaal’s
men before they could return safely in41
side the city gate.
Abimelech then
stayed at Arumah, about ﬁve miles away
from Shechem, and Zebul’s men forced
Gaal and his brothers to leave Shechem.
42

The next day, the people of Shechem
got ready to leave the city and work in
their ﬁelds. When someone told Abimelech about that, 43 he divided his men
into three groups, and told them to hide in
the ﬁelds. So they did that. And when they
saw the people coming out of the city, they
jumped up and attacked them. 44 Abimelech and the men who were with him ran
to the city gate. The other two groups ran
out to the people in the ﬁelds and attacked
them. 45 Abimelech and his men fought all
day. They captured the city and killed all
the people. They tore down all the buildings, and then they threw salt over the ruins to try to keep anything from growing
there again.
46

When the leaders who lived in the
tower outside of Shechem heard what
had happened, they ran and hid inside
the fortress, which was also a temple of
their god El-Berith. 47 But someone told
Abimelech that all the leaders had gath48
ered there.
So he and all the men
who were with him went up Mount Zalmon, which is near Shechem. Abimelech
cut some branches of trees with an axe,
and put them on his shoulders. Then he
said to all the men who were with him,
“Quickly, do what I have just done!” 49
So his men all cut branches carried them
down the mountain, following Abimelech.
They went to the fortress and piled the
branches against its walls. Then they kindled a ﬁre, and the ﬁre burned down
the fortress and killed all the people who

were inside. So all the people who were inside the fortress—about a thousand men
and women—died.
50

Then Abimelech and his men went to
the city of Thebez. They surrounded it
and captured it. 51 But there was a strong
tower inside the city. So all the men,
women, and leaders of the city ran to the
tower. When they were all inside, they
locked the door. Then they climbed up to
the roof of the tower. 52 Abimelech and
his men came to the tower and he came
up to the door to light a ﬁre to burn down
the door. 53 But when Abimelech came
near the doorway, a woman who was on
the roof dropped the upper half of a large
grinding stone on his head, which cracked
the bone of his skull.
54

Abimelech quickly called to the young
man who carried Abimelech’s weapons,
and said, “Pull out your sword and kill me
with it! I do not want people to say ‘A
woman killed Abimelech.’ ” So the young
man thrust his sword into Abimelech, and
Abimelech died. 55 When the Israelite soldiers saw that Abimelech was dead, they
all returned to their homes.
56

In that way God punished Abimelech
for all the evil things that he had done to
his father by murdering all seventy of his
brothers. 57 God also punished the men of
Shechem for the evil things that they had
done. And when these things happened,
it made true the curse of Jotham son of
Jerub Baal.

Chapter 10
1

The king after Abimelech was Tola son of
Puah and grandson of Dodo. He became
the leader to rescue the Israelite people
from their enemies. He was from tribe
of Issachar, and yet he lived in the city of
Shamir in the hill country of the tribe of
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Ephraim. 2 He ruled as judge over Israel shiping other gods. Therefore, I will not
for twenty-three years. Then he died and rescue you again and again. 14 You have
was buried in Shamir.
chosen those gods to be the ones you worship. So ask them to help you. Let them be
3
After Tola died, Jair (the Gileadite) ruled
the ones who rescue you when you are in
as judge over Israel for twenty-two years.
trouble!”
4
He had thirty sons, and each of them had
15
But the people of Israel said to Yahweh,
his own donkey to ride on. They had thirty
“We
have sinned. Punish us in whatever
cities in Gilead that are still named even
today, Havvoth Jair (or the Cities of Jair). 5 way you wish. But please rescue us to16
Then the Israelites threw away
Then Jair died and was buried in the city day!”
the
idols
of
the foreign gods they had cherof Kamon.
ished, and they worshiped Yahweh. He
6
The Israelites did even more evil that saw that they were suffering very much,
Yahweh saw them do. They worshiped and he reached the limit of his endurance
the Baal idols and female fertility idols over the misery of Israel.
called the Asthoreths. They worshiped the 17
The Ammon people group gathered to
gods of the people groups of Aram, Sidon,
ﬁght
against the Israelites, and they set
Moab, and Ammon people groups, and the
gods of the Philistines. They forgot about up their tents in Gilead. The Israelite soland set up their tents at
Yahweh and stopped worshiping him. 7 So diers gathered
18
Mizpah.
The
leaders of the people of
Yahweh was very angry with them, and
he allowed the Philistines and Ammonites Gilead said to each other, “Who will lead
8
They crushed and our attack against the Ammonite army?
to conquer Israel.
oppressed the Israelites that year, and for The one who will lead us will become the
eighteen years they oppressed all the peo- leader of all us who live in Gilead.”
ple of Israel who lived on the east side of
the Jordan River. That was the land of the
Amorites, which is in Gilead. 9 Then the
Amonites crossed over the Jordan River
to ﬁght against the people of the tribes 1 There was a man from the region of
of Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim. They Gilead named Jephthah. He proved himcaused the Israelites’ to live their lives self to be a great warrior. But his mother
with great fear and dread. 10 So the Is- was a prostitute. His father was Gilead.
raelites cried out to Yahweh, saying “We 2 Gilead’s wife gave birth to several sons.
have sinned against you. We have aban- When they grew up, they forced Jephthah
doned you, and we have worshiped the to leave home, saying to him, “You are
idols of Baal.”
the son of another woman, not the son of
11
Yahweh answered them, saying, ”I de- our mother. So when our father dies, you3
livered you from the people groups of the will not receive any of his property.”
Egyptians, the Amorites, the Ammonites, So Jephthah ran away from his brothers,
the Philistines, 12 and also from the Sido- and he lived in the land of Tob. While
nians, the Amalekites, and the Maonites. I he was there, some lawless men joined todid this because they hurt and imprisoned gether with Jepthah, and they came and
you. You cried out to me, and I brought went with each other.

Chapter 11

13
But now you have 4 Some time later, the soldiers of Ammon
you to freedom.
abandoned me, and you have been wor- attacked the soldiers of Israel. 5 And the
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leaders of the Gilead went out to ﬁnd Jephthah so they could bring him back, and
away from the land of Tob. 6 They said
to him, “Come with us and lead our army,
and help us ﬁght the army of Ammon!”
7

But Jephthah replied, “You hated me!
You forced me to leave my father’s house!
So why have you come to me now and ask
for my help, just when you have trouble?”
8

The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
“That is why we are coming to you now.
Come and ﬁght with us and lead our soldiers against the soldiers of Ammon, and
you will be the leader over everyone who
lives in Gilead.”
9

Jephthah answered them, “If I go back to
Gilead with you to ﬁght against the army
of Ammon, and if Yahweh helps us to defeat them, then I will be your leader.”
10

They replied, “Yahweh is a witness to everything we are saying to you. So he will
punish us if we do not what we are promising you.” 11 So Jephthah went with them
back to Gilead, and the people appointed
him to be their leader and the commander
of their army. And Jephthah repeated to
Yahweh there at Mizpah the terms of the
agreement he had made.
12

Jephthah sent messengers to the king
of the Ammon people group. They asked
the king, “What have we done to make
you angry, so your army is coming to ﬁght
against the people in our land?”
13

The king replied, “You took our land
when you came here from Egypt. You took
all our land east of the Jordan River, from
the Arnon River in the south to the Jabbok
River in the north. So now give it back to
us without a ﬁght.”
14

So Jephthah sent the messengers to the
king again. 15 They said to him, ”This is
what Jephthah says: ’Israel did not take
the land of the Moabites and the Ammonites. 16 When the Israelite people

came out of Egypt, they walked through
the desert to the Sea of Reeds, and then
walked across it and traveled to the town
of Kadesh at the border of the region of
17
Edom.
They sent messengers to the
king of the Edomites to say to him, “Please
allow us to walk across your land.” But
the king of the Edomites refused. Later
they sent the same message to the king
of the Moabites, but he also refused to
allow them to go through his land. So
the Israelites stayed at Kadesh for a long
time. 18 Then the Israelites went into the
desert and walked outside the borders of
the Edom and Moab. They walked east
of Moab, and then north of the Arnon
River, which is the northern border of
Moab. They did not cross into the territory
of Moab, for the Arnon was the border of
Moab.
19

Then the leaders of Israel sent a message to Sihon, the king of the Amorites,
who ruled in Heshbon. They asked him,
“Please allow us Israelite people to cross
through your land so we may go into the
land that is ours.” 20 But Sihon did not
trust the Israelites to pass through his land
in peace. So he gathered all his soldiers
and they set up their tents at the village
of Jahaz, and there he fought against Is21
rael.
But Yahweh, the God of Israel,
gave help to the Israelite army and they
defeated Sihon and his army. Then they
took possession of all the land where the
Amorites had lived. 22 The Israelites took
all the land that belonged to the Amorites,
from the Arnon River in the south to the
Jabbok River in the north, and from the
desert in the east to the Jordan River in the
west.
23

It was Yahweh, the God of Israel, who
forced the Amorites to leave the places
where they lived, as the Israelites advanced. So do you now think that you can
now take possession of their land? 24 You
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have the right to the land when Chemosh
gives it to you. And we will live in the land
that Yahweh our God has given to us! 25
Are you better than Balak son of Zippor,
the king of the Moab? He never dared
to ﬁght against Israel! 26 For three hundred years the Israelites lived in the cities
of Heshbon and Aroer, in the surrounding towns, and in all the cities along the
Arnon River. Why have you Ammonites
not taken back those cities during all those
years? 27 We have not done wrong against
you, but you are doing wrong against me
by attacking me and my army. I trust
that Yahweh, who is the judge, will decide
whether the people of Israel or the people
of Ammon are in the right.’”
28

But the king of the Ammon ignored the
warning contained in this message from
Jephthah.
29

Then the Spirit of Yahweh took control of Jephthah. Jephthah went through
Gilead and through the area where the
tribe of Manasseh lived, to enlist men for
his army. He ﬁnally gathered them together in the city of Mizpah in Gilead to
ﬁght against the Ammonites. 30 There
Jephthah made a solemn promise to Yahweh, saying ”If you will give me help to my
army to defeat the Ammonites, 31 when I
return from the battle, I will sacriﬁce to
you whatever comes out of my house to
greet me. That will belong to you.”

was joyfully playing a tambourine and
dancing. She was his only child and he
had no other sons or daughters. 35 When
Jephthah saw his daughter, he tore his
clothes to show that he was very sad about
what he was going to do. He said to her,
“My daughter, seeing you now, you have
crushed me with a terrible sorrow, because I made a solemn promise to Yahweh to sacriﬁce the ﬁrst one who came
out of my house, and I must do what I
promised.”
36

His daughter said, “My father, you made
a solemn promise to Yahweh. So you must
do to me what you promised, because you
said that you would do that if Yahweh
helped you to defeat our enemies, the Ammonites.” 37 Then she also said, “But allow
me to do one thing. First, allow me to go
into the hills and wander around for two
months. Since I will never be married and
have children, allow me and my friends to
go and cry together.”
38

Jephthah replied, “All right, you may
go.” So she left for two months. She and
her friends stayed in the hills and they
cried for her because she would never
be married. 39 After two months, she returned to her father Jephthah, and he did
to her what he had solemnly promised. So
his daughter never was married.

Because of that, the Israelites now have a
custom. 40 Every year the young Israelite
32
Then Jephthah and his men went from women go into the hills for four days to reMizpah to attack the Ammonites, and Yah- member and cry about what happened to
weh enabled his army to defeat them. 33 the daughter of Jephthah.
Jephthah and his men killed them, from
the city of Aroer all the way to the area
around the city of Minnith. They destroyed twenty cities, as far as the city
of Abel Keramim. So the Israelites com- 1
The men of the tribe of Ephraim called
pletely defeated the Ammonites.
together their soldiers, and they crossed
34
When Jephthah returned to his home in the Jordan River and went to the town of
Mizpah, his daughter was the ﬁrst one to Zaphon to talk with Jephthah. They said
come out of the house to meet him. She to him, “Why did you not ask us to help

Chapter 12
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your army ﬁght the Ammonites. So we judge over Israel. 9 He had thirty sons
will burn down your house while you are and he gave thirty daughters away in marin it.”
riage. He brought in thirty daughters
from families outside his clan. He was a
2
Jephthah replied, ”The Ammonites opleader and a judge over Israel for seven
pressed us. And I asked you to come and
years. 10 When died, he was buried in
rescue us from them, you refused. When
Bethlehem.
I called to you, you did not come to our
11
3
After Ibzan died, a man named Elon,
When I saw that you would
rescue.
not come to help us, I risked my own life from the tribe of Zebulun, became a
by leading our people to pass through the leader of Israel. He was their leader for
12
people of Ammon. And Yahweh helped us ten years. Then he died and was buried
to defeat them. So why do you come to in the city of Aijalon in the area where the
tribe of Zebulun lives.
ﬁght against me today?”
4

Then Jephthah called together the soldiers of Gilead to ﬁght against the soldiers
of Ephraim. They attacked them because
men of the tribe of Ephraim said, ”You
men from Gilead are just refugees here in
5
the land of Ephraim and Manasseh.
The Gileadites captured the low places in
the Jordan River where people could cross
over the river and go to the territory of
Ephraim. If someone from the tribe of
Ephraim came to the ford to try to escape, he would say, “Allow me to cross the
river.” Then the men of Gilead would ask
him, “Are you from the tribe of Ephraim?”
If he said “No,” 6 they would say to him,
“Say the word ‘Shibboleth.’ ” The men of
Ephraim could not pronounce that word
correctly. So if the person from the tribe
of Ephraim said “Sibboleth,” they would
know that he was lying and that he was
really from the tribe of Ephraim, and they
would kill him there at the ford.
So the men of Gilead killed forty-two thousand people from the tribe of Ephraim at
that time.
7

Jephthah, the man from Gilead, served
as a judge and leader over Israel for six
years. Then he died and was buried in one
of the towns of Gilead.
8

After Jephthah died, a man named Ibzan,
from Bethlehem, became a leader and a

13

After Elon died, a man named Abdon
son of Hillel, from the city of Pirathon, became a leader and a judge over Israel. 14
He had forty sons and thirty grandsons.
They had seventy donkeys. Abdon was a
leader and a judge over Israel for eight
years. 15 When Abdon died, he was buried
in Pirathon, in the land of Ephraim, in the
hill country of the Amalekites.

Chapter 13
1

Again the Israelite people did evil, and
Yahweh saw what they had done. So
Yahweh helped the Philistines to conquer
them. They ruled over the Israelites for
forty years.
2

There was a man named Manoah from
the family of Dan who lived in the town
of Zorah. His wife was unable to become
pregnant, and so she had not given birth.
3
One day, the angel of Yahweh appeared
to Manoah’s wife and said to her, ”Even
though you have not been able to give
birth to any children until now, you will
soon become pregnant and you will give
birth to a son. 4 From now until he is born,
you must not drink any wine or other alcoholic drink, and you must not eat any
food that the law says we should not eat. 5
You will become pregnant. After you give
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birth to your son, no one may ever cut his should not eat.”
hair. He will be dedicated to God even be- 15
Then Manoah said, “Please stay here unfore he is born until the day he dies. He
til
we can kill and cook a young goat for
will begin the work that will rescue Israel
you.”
from the power of the Philistines.”
6

The woman ran and told her husband,
”A man whom God sent came to me. I was
very afraid of him, because he was like
an angel from God. I did not ask where
he came from, and he did not tell me his
name. 7 But he told me, ‘You have become
pregnant, and you will give birth to a son.
Until then, you must not drink any wine
or any alcoholic drink, and you must not
eat any food that God’s law says you are
not to eat. Your son will be a Nazirite; that
is one who is dedicated to God before he
is born and until the day he dies.’”
8

Then Manoah prayed to Yahweh, saying,
“O Lord, I plead with you, allow that man
whom you sent to us to come again and
teach us how we should raise the boy who
will be born to us.”
9

God did what Manoah asked, and his angel came to the woman again. This time
she was out in the ﬁeld. But again her husband Manoah was not with her. 10 So she
quickly ran and said to her husband, “The
man who appeared to me a few days ago
has come back again!”
11

16

Yahweh’s angel replied, “I will stay here,
but I will not eat anything. However, you
may kill an animal and sacriﬁce it as a
burned offering to Yahweh.” But Manoah
did not yet realize that this was Yahweh’s
angel.
17

Then Manoah asked him, “What is your
name? When what you have promised
happens, we want to honor you.”
18

Yahweh’s angel replied, “Why do you
ask me my name? It is too marvelous.”
19
Then Manoah killed a young goat and
burned it on a rock, along with a grain offering, as a sacriﬁce to Yahweh. Then he
did an amazing thing as Manoah and his
wife watched. 20 When the ﬂames went up
from the altar toward the sky, Yahweh’s
angel went up in the ﬂame from the altar. Manoah and his wife saw that and
lay facedown on the ground. 21 Although
Yahweh’s angel did not appear again to
Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized
who this person really was.
22

So Manoah said, “Now we are sure to
die, because we have seen God!”

Manoah ran back with his wife and
asked him, “Are you the man who talked 23 But his wife said, “No, I do not think so.
with my wife a few days ago?” He replied, If Yahweh intended to kill us, he would not
“Yes I am.”
have accepted the burned offering and
12
Manoah asked him, “When what you the grain offering. And he would not have
promised occurs and my wife gives birth appeared to us and told us the wonderto a son, what rules will there be for the ful thing that would happen to us, and he
child, and what work will he do when he would not have performed this miracle.”
grows up?”
24
When their son was born, they named
13
Yahweh’s angel replied, ”Your wife must him Samson. Yahweh blessed him as he
obey all the instructions I gave her. 14 Be- grew up. 25 While he was in Mahanehdan,
fore the baby is born, she must not eat which is between the towns of Zorah and
grapes, drink wine or any other alcoholic Eshtaol, Yahweh’s Spirit began to control
drink, or eat anything that the law says we him.
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Chapter 14

lion.
10

1

Samson went down to the town of Timnah, and there he saw a young Philistine
woman. 2 When he returned home, he
told his mother and father, “I saw one of
the daughters of the Philistines in Timnah,
and I want you to get her for me so I can
marry her.”
3

His mother and father objected very
strongly. They said, “Is there no woman
from our tribe, or from the other Israelite
tribes, that you could marry? Why do you
want a wife from the Philistines, who are
not circumcised and do not worship Yahweh?”
But Samson told his father, “Get her for
me! She is the one I want!” 4 His mother
and father did not realize that Yahweh
was arranging this. He was preparing a
way for Samson to create a conﬂict with
the Philistines, for they were ruling over
5
Then Samson
Israel at that time.
went down to Timnah with his mother
and father. A young lion attacked him and
roared at him near the vineyards close to
the town. 6 Then Yahweh’s Spirit came on
Samson, and he tore the lion apart with
his hands. He did it as easily as if it had
been a young goat. But he did not tell his
mother and father about it. 7 When they
arrived in Timnah, Samson talked with
the young woman, and he liked her very
much. And his father made arrangements
for the wedding.
8

Later, when Samson returned to Timnah
for the wedding, he turned off the path to
see the lion carcass. He discovered that a
swarm of bees had made a nest in the carcass and had made some honey. 9 So he
dug out some of the honey into his hands
and ate some of it as he was walking along.
He also gave some of it to his mother and
father, but he did not tell them that he had
taken the honey from the carcass of the

As his father was making the ﬁnal
arrangements for the marriage, Samson
gave a feast for the young men in that area.
That was the custom for men to do when
they were about to be married. 11 As soon
as her relatives saw him, they brought
him thirty of their friends to be with him.
12

Samson said to them, ”Allow me to tell
you a riddle. If you tell me the correct
meaning of my riddle during these seven
days of the celebration, I will give each
one of you a linen robe and an extra set
of clothes. 13 But if you cannot tell me the
correct meaning, you must each give me
a linen robe and an extra set of clothes.”
They replied, “All right. Tell us your riddle.”
14

So he said,

”From out of the eater I found something to eat;
from out of the strong I found something sweet.”
But for three days they could not tell him
the meaning of the riddle.
15

On the fourth day, they said to Samson’s
wife, “Use your tricks and make your husband tell you the meaning of the riddle.
If you do not do that, we will burn down
your father’s house, with you and your
family inside it! Did you invite us here
only to make us poor by forcing us to buy
a lot of clothes for your husband?”
16

So Samson’s wife came to him, crying.
She said to him, “You do not really love me.
You hate me! You have told a riddle to my
friends, but you have not told me the answer to it!”
He replied, “I have not even told my own
mother and father the answers, so why
should I tell you?” 17 She continued to cry
every time she was with him, all during
the rest of the celebration. Finally, on the
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seventh day, because she continued to nag Philistines!” 4 Then he went out into the
him, he told her the answer to the riddle. ﬁelds and caught three hundred foxes. He
Then she told it to the young men.
tied their tails together, two by two. He
5
18
So before sunset on the seventh day, the fastened torches to each pair of tails.
young men came to Samson and said to Then he lit the torches and let the foxes
run through the ﬁelds of the Philistines.
him,
The ﬁre from the torches burned all the
”Nothing is sweeter than honey;
grain to the ground, including the grain
that had been cut and stacked in bunNothing is as strong as a lion.”
dles. The ﬁre also burned down their
Samson replied, ”People use their own angrapevines and their olive trees.
imals to plow their ﬁelds. My bride is like
a young heifer that you have used, but she 6 The Philistines asked, “Who did this?”
Someone told them, “Samson did it. He
does not belong to you!
married a woman from Timnah, but then
If you had not forced her to ask me,
his father-in-law gave her to the man who
you would not have learned the an- was Samson’s best friend at the wedding,
swer!”
and she married him.” So the Philistines
19
Then Yahweh’s Spirit powerfully came went to Timnah and got the woman and
on Samson. He went down to the coast her father, and burned them to death.
at the city of Ashkelon and killed thirty 7 Samson found out about that and said
men. He took their clothes and went to them, “Because you have done this, I
back to Timnah; then he gave them to the will get revenge on you, and then I will be
men at the feast. But he was very an- happy!” 8 So he attacked the Philistines fugry about what had happened, so he went riously and killed many of them. Then he
back home to live with his mother and fa- went to hide in a cave in the large rock at
ther. 20 So his wife’s father gave her in- a place called Etam.
stead to the man who had been Samson’s
9
The Philistines did not know where he
special friend when he got married.
was, so they went up to where the descendants of Judah lived, and they arranged
themselves for battle at the town of Lehi.
10
The men there asked the Philistines,
“Why do you want to attack us?”
1
During the time that they were harvesting the wheat, Samson took a young goat The Philistines replied, “We have come to
to Timnah as a present for his wife. He capture Samson. We have come to get rewanted to sleep with his wife, but her fa- venge on him for what he did to us.”
ther would not let him go into her room. 11 Someone there knew where Samson

Chapter 15

2

He said to Samson, “I really thought that
you hated her. So I gave her to the man
who was your best friend at the wedding,
and she has married him. But look, her
younger sister is more beautiful than she
is. Take her instead.”
3

was hiding. So three thousand men from
Judah went down to get Samson at the
cave in the rock where he was hiding.
They said to Samson, “Do you not realize
that the people of Philistia are ruling over
us? Do you not realize what they will do
to us?”

Samson replied, “No! And this time
I have a right to get revenge on you Samson replied, “The only thing I did was
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that I got revenge on them for what they 20 Samson was the leader and judge over
did to me.”
Israel for twenty years, but during that
12
But the men from Judah said to him, time the Philistines were in control of the
“We have come to tie you up and put you entire land.
in the hands of the Philistines.”

Samson said, “All right, but promise me
that you yourselves will not kill me!”
13

They replied, “We will just tie you up
and take you to the Philistines. We will not
kill you.” So they tied him with two new
ropes and led him away from the cave. 14
When they arrived at Lehi, the Philistines
came toward him, shouting triumphantly.
But Yahweh’s Spirit powerfully came on
Samson. He snapped the ropes on his
arms as easily as if they had been stalks
of burned ﬂax, and they fell off his wrists.
15
Then he saw a donkey’s jawbone lying
on the ground. It was new, so it was hard.
He picked it up and killed about a thousand Philistine men with it. 16 Then Samson sang:

Chapter 16
1

Samson went to the city of Gaza. He saw
a prostitute there, and he spent the night
with her. 2 The Gazites were told, “Samson has come here.” They surrounded the
place where Samson was, and they waited
in secret all night long. They were beside
the city gate, so they would be sure he
could not escape. They said, “Let us wait
until the light, and then we will kill him.”
3

But Samson did not stay there all night.
At midnight, he got up. He went to the
city gate, he took hold of its two posts, and
he lifted them up out of the ground, with
its connecting cross bar still attached. He
put it on his shoulders and carried it many
”With the jawbone of a donkey
miles uphill, in front of the town of HeI have made them like a heap of dead bron.
donkeys.
4
Later Samson fell in love with a woman
With the jawbone of a donkey

I have killed a thousand men.”
17

When he ﬁnished, he threw the jawbone away, but later that place was called
Ramath Lehi (or Jawbone Hill).
18

Then Samson was very thirsty, so he
called out to Yahweh, “You have given me
strength to win a great victory. So now
must I die because of being thirsty, with
the result that those heathen, uncircum19
cised Philistines will capture me?”
So God caused water to gush out of a depression in the ground at Lehi. Samson
drank from it and soon felt strong again.
He named that place En Hakkore (or “The
spring of the one who called out”). That
spring can still be found at Lehi, even today.

named Delilah. She lived in the Valley of
Sorek (in the Philistine area). 5 The Philistine leaders went to her and said, “Use
your tricks to ﬁnd out from Samson what
makes him so strong. And ﬁnd out how we
can subdue him and tie him up securely.
If you do that, each of us will give you
1,100 pieces of silver.”
6

So Delilah went to Samson and said,
“Please tell me what makes you so strong,
and tell me how someone can subdue you
and tie you up.”
7

Samson said, “If someone ties me with
seven new bowstrings, ones that are not
dry yet, I will become as weak as other
men.”
8

So after Delilah told that to the Philistine leaders, they brought seven new bow-
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strings to Delilah. 9 Then she hid the leaders in one of the rooms in her house. She
tied Samson up with the bowstrings and
then called out, “Samson! The Philistines
have come here to capture you!” But Samson snapped the bowstrings as easily as
though they had been strings that had
been singed in a ﬁre. So the Philistines did
not ﬁnd out what made Samson so strong.

still have not told me what really makes
you so strong!” 16 Day after day she used
every trick to get him to tell her his secret. He thought he would die from her
nagging.

So again, Delilah held the seven braids of
his hair, and wove them into the threads
on the loom, 14 and she secured them
with a pin. Then she called out, “Samson!
The Philistines have come to capture you!”
But Samson woke up and pulled away his
hair, taking with it the pin of the loom and
the fabric in the loom.

21

17

Finally Samson told her the truth. He
said, “I have been set apart for God since
the day I was born. And because of that,
my hair has never been cut. If my hair
10
Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have were shaved off, my strength would be
deceived me and lied to me! Now tell me gone, and I would be as weak as other
the truth, how someone can tie you up se- men.”
curely.”
18
Delilah realized that this time he
11
Samson replied, “If someone ties me had told her the truth. So she called
with new ropes, ones that have never together the Philistine leaders, saying,
been used, I will be as weak as other men.” “Come back one more time, because Samson has ﬁnally told me the secret about
12
So again, she told the Philistine leadhis strength.” So the Philistine leaders reers, and then came and hid in the room
turned and gave Delilah the money they
as they did before. And again she called
promised to give her. 19 Again she lulled
out, “Samson! The Philistines have come
Samson to sleep, with his head in her lap.
to capture you!” But Samson snapped the
Then she called one of the Philistine men
ropes on his arms as easily as if they had
to come and cut off Samson’s hair. As he
been threads.
did that, Samson became weak; he had no
13
Then Delilah said, “You have deceived more strength.
me and lied to me again! Please tell me 20
Then after she tied him up, she called
how someone can tie you up securely!”
out, “Samson! The Philistines have come
Samson replied, “If you weave the seven
to capture you!”
braids of my hair into the threads you
are weaving on the loom, and then fasten He woke up and thought, “I will do as I did
those threads with a nail that makes the before. I will shake these ropes off myself
threads tight, then I will become as weak and be free!” But he did not realize that
as other men.”
Yahweh had left him.

15

Then Delilah said to him, “How can
you say that you love me when you do
not tell me the truth about yourself? You
have deceived me three times, and you

So the Philistine men seized him and
gouged out his eyes. Then they took him
to Gaza. There they put him in prison
and bound him with bronze chains. They
made him turn a large millstone to grind
grain every day. 22 But his hair started to
grow again after it had been cut.
23

Several months later the Philistine leaders celebrated a big festival. During the
festival they offered sacriﬁces to their god
Dagon. They praised him, saying, “Our
god has enabled us to defeat our great en-
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emy Samson!”

the place where Samson’s father Manoah
was
buried. Now Samson had led Israel
24
When the other people saw Samson,
for twenty years.
they also praised their god Dagon, saying,
”Our god has put our great enemy into
our hands.
Our god helped us to capture the one
who has harmed our country so much!”

Chapter 17

1
There was a man named Micah who
By that time the people were half-drunk.
lived in the hill country where the tribe
They shouted, “Bring Samson out of the
of Ephraim live. 2 One day he said to his
prison! Bring him here so he can entermother, “I heard you curse whoever stole
tain us!”
eleven hundred pieces of silver from your
So they brought Samson from the prison house. I am the one who took the silver,
and made him stand in the center of the and I still have it.” His mother replied,
temple. They made him stand between “My son, I pray that Yahweh will bless
the two pillars that held up the roof. 26 you.”
Samson said to the servant who was lead- 3
Micah gave all the silver back to his
ing him by his hand, “Place my hands
mother.
Then she said to herself, “I will
against the two pillars. I want to rest
against them.” 27 At that time the temple give this silver to Yahweh. I will have
was full of men and women. All the Philis- someone make a carved ﬁgure and a cast
tine leaders were also there. And there ﬁgure from this silver.”
were about three thousand people on the 4 After he gave the silver to his mother, she
roof, watching Samson and making fun of took two hundred pieces and gave them to
him. 28 Samson prayed to Yahweh and a metal worker. With the silver that man
he said, “Lord Yahweh, think about me made a carved ﬁgure and a cast metal ﬁgagain! Please give me strength only this ure, and gave them to Micah. Micah put
once more, so that I may get revenge on them in his house.
the Philistines for gouging out my eyes!”
5
29
He had a house in which he worshiped
Then Samson held on to the two center
pillars on which the building rested. He his idols. He made a vest that was worn
leaned against them, one pillar with his by priests, and some household idols and
right hand, and his left hand on the other Micah gave one of his sons the task of be6
At that
pillar. 30 Then he shouted to God, “Let me ing the priest for all his idols.
die with the Philistines!” He pushed with time, the Israel did not have a king, and
all his strength. The pillars collapsed, and everyone did what was right, as they saw
the temple crashed down on the Philistine it.
leaders and all the other Philistine people, 7
There was a young man who had been
and they all died. So Samson killed more
living in Bethlehem in the area where the
people when he died than he had killed all
tribe of Judah lives. He wanted to work as
during his life.
a priest because he was a member of the
31
Later his brothers and their relatives tribe of Levi. 8 So he left Bethlehem to ﬁnd
went down from Zorah to Gaza to get another place to live and work. He came
his body. They took it back home and to Micah’s house in the hill country where
buried it between Zorah and Eshtaol, at the tribe of Ephraim lived.
25
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9

Micah asked him, “Where are you 5 So they said to him, “Please ask God if we
from?”
will succeed in what we are trying to do on
this journey.”
He replied, “I come from Bethlehem. I am
from the tribe of Levi, and I am looking 6 The young man replied, “Go in the knowlfor a place to live and work as a priest.” edge that Yahweh will be with you on this
10
Micah said to him, “Stay with me, and journey.”
you can advise me and be my priest. Each 7
Then the ﬁve men left. When they came
year I will give to you ten pieces of silver
to the city of Laish, they saw that the peoand some new clothes. And I will provide
ple there lived safely, as the people did in
food for you.” 11 So the young man agreed
the city of Sidon. The people there thought
to live with Micah. He became like one of
that they were safe, because there was no
12
Micah’s own sons.
Micah appointed
one nearby to cause trouble for them, they
him to be a priest, and he lived in Micah’s
were
far from Sidon, and they rarely had
house. 13 Then Micah said, “Now I know
contact with any outsiders.
that Yahweh will do good things for me,
8
When those ﬁve men returned to Zorah
because I have a man from the tribe of
and Eshtaol, their relatives asked them
Levi to be my priest.”
“What did you ﬁnd out?”

Chapter 18
1

At that time the Israelites had no king.

9

They replied, ”We have found some land,
and it is very good. We should go and attack the people who live there. Why are
you staying here and doing nothing? Do
not wait any longer! We should go immediately and take possession of that land!
10
When you go there, you will see that
there is plenty of land, and it has everything that we will need. The people there
are not expecting anyone to attack them.
God is certainly giving that land to us.”

The tribe of Dan was looking for a good
place for them to settle down. The other Israelite tribes had been able to receive the
land that had been allotted to them, but
the tribe of Dan had not been able to do
that. 2 So they chose ﬁve soldiers from
their clans, men who lived in the cities of 11
So six hundred men from the tribe of
Zorah and Eshtaol, to go through the land
Dan left Zorah and Eshtaol, carrying their
and explore it and try to ﬁnd some land
weapons. 12 On their way they set up their
where their tribe could live.
tents near the city of Kiriath Jearim in the
They came to Micah’s house in the hill area where the tribe of Judah live. That is
country where the tribe of Ephraim lived, why the area west of Kiriath Jearim was
and they stayed there that night. 3 While named Mahaneh Dan (or the “Camp of
they were in his house, when they heard Dan”), and that is still its name. 13 From
the young man who had become Micah’s there, they went to the hill country where
priest talking, they recognized him from the tribe of Ephraim lived. And they arhis accent. So they went to him and asked rived at Micah’s house.
him, “Who brought you here? What are 14
The ﬁve men who had explored the land
you doing here? Why did you come here?”
near Laish said to their fellow Israelites,
4
He told them the things that Micah had “Do you know that in one of these houses
done for him. And he said, “Micah has there is a sacred vest, several household
hired me, and I have become his priest.” idols, a carved ﬁgure and a cast metal ﬁg-
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ure? We think that you know what you
should do.” 15 So they went to the house
where the man from the tribe of Levi lived,
which was the house where Micah lived,
and they greeted the young man from the
tribe of Levi who was Micah’s priest. 16
The six hundred men of the tribe of Dan
stood outside the gate of the house, carrying their weapons. 17 The ﬁve men who
had explored the land went into Micah’s
house, and took the carved ﬁgure, the sacred vest, the household gods, and the cast
metal ﬁgure. While they did that, the six
hundred men stood outside the gate, talking with the priest.
18

When the priest saw them bringing out
the carved ﬁgure, the sacred vest, the
household gods, and cast metal ﬁgure,
and he said to them, “What are you doing?”
19

They replied, “Be quiet! Do not say anything! You come with us and be like a father to us and a priest for us. Is it better
for you to stay here and be a priest for the
people in the house of one man, or to be a
priest for a clan, and a priest for a whole
tribe of Israelites?” 20 The priest liked
what they were suggesting. So he took the
sacred vest and the household gods, and
the carved ﬁgure, and he prepared to go
21
with the people.
All the men made
their wives and little children, their animals, and everything else that they owned
to travel just in front of themselves.
22

After they had gone a little distance
from Micah’s house, Micah saw what was
happening. He quickly summoned the
men who lived near him, and they ran and
caught up with the men from the tribe of
Dan. 23 They shouted at them. The men of
the tribe of Dan turned around and said to
Micah, “What is the problem? Why have
you gathered these men to pursue us?”
24

Micah shouted, “You took the silver
idols that were made for me! You also

took my priest! I do not have anything
left! So why do you ask me, ‘What is the
problem?’ ”
25

The men from the tribe of Dan replied,
“You better not say anything about this
matter. Some of our men might become
angry and attack you, killing you and your
family!” 26 Then the men from the tribe
of Dan continued walking. Micah realized
that there was a very large group of them,
so that it would be useless for him to try to
ﬁght them. So he turned around and went
home.
27

The men of the tribe of Dan were carrying the things that had been made for
Micah, and they also took his priest, and
they continued traveling to Laish. They
attacked the people who were peacefully
living there, and killed them with their
swords. Then they burned everything in
the city. 28 There was no group of people
to rescue the people of Laish. Laish was
far from Sidon, so the people who lived
there could not help the people of Laish.
And the people of Laish had no other allies. Laish was in a valley near the town
of Beth Rehob.
The people of the tribe of Dan rebuilt the
city and started to live there. 29 They gave
a new name to the city, they called it Dan,
in honor of their ancestor whose name
was Dan. He was one of Israel’s sons. The
town used to be called Laish. 30 The people of the tribe of Dan set up in the city
a carved ﬁgure that had been made for
Micah. Jonathan son of Gershom, and the
grandson of Moses, was appointed to be
their priest. His descendants continued
to be priests until the Israelites were captured and taken away. 31 After the people
of the tribe of Dan set up the carved ﬁgure that had been made for Micah, and it
stayed there as long as the house of God
was in Shiloh.
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Chapter 19
1

At that time the Israelite people had no
king.
There was a man from the tribe of Levi
who lived in a remote place in the hill
country where the tribe of Ephraim lives.
He had previously taken to live with him
a woman who was a slave. She was from
Bethlehem, in the area where the tribe of
Judah lives. 2 But she started to sleep with
other men also. Then she left him and
returned to her father’s house in Bethlehem. She stayed there for four months.
3
Then her husband took his servant and
two donkeys and went to Bethlehem. He
went to ask her to come back to live with
him again. When he arrived at her father’s house, she invited him to come in.
Her father was happy to see him. 4 The
woman’s father asked him to stay. So he
stayed there for three days. During that
time he ate and drank and slept there.
5

On the fourth day, they all got up early
in the morning. The man from the tribe
of Levi was preparing to leave, but the
woman’s father said to him, “Eat something before you go.” 6 So the two men
sat down to eat and drink together. Then
the woman’s father said to him, “Please
stay another night. Relax and have a good
time.” 7 The man from the tribe of Levi
wanted to leave, but the woman’s father
requested him to stay one more night. So
he stayed again that night. 8 On the ﬁfth
day, the man got up early and prepared to
leave. But the woman’s father said to him
again, “Have something to eat. Wait until this afternoon, and then leave.” So the
two men ate together.
9

In the afternoon, when the man from the
tribe of Levi and his slave wife and his
servant got up to leave, the woman’s father said, “It will soon be dark. The day
is almost ﬁnished. Stay here tonight and

have a good time. Tomorrow morning
you can get up early and leave for your
home.” 10 But the man from the tribe of
Levi did not want to stay for another night.
He put saddles on his two donkeys, and
started to go with his slave wife and his
servant toward the city of Jebus, which is
now named Jerusalem.
11

When it was late in the afternoon, they
came near to Jebus. The servant said to his
master, “We should stop in this city where
the Jebus people group live, and stay here
tonight.”
12

But his master said, “No, it would not
be good for us to stay here where foreign
people live. There are no Israelite people
here. We will go on to the city of Gibeah.”
13
He said to his servant, “Let us go. It is
not far to Gibeah. We can go there, or we
can go a bit further to Ramah. We can stay
in one of those two cities tonight.” 14 So
they continued walking. When they came
near to Gibeah, where people from the
tribe of Benjamin live, the sun was setting.
15
They stopped to stay there that night.
They went to the public square of that city
and sat down. But no one who passed by
invited them to stay in their house for that
night.
16

But then an old man came by. He had
been working in the ﬁelds. He was from
the hill country of the tribe of Ephraim,
but at that time he was living in Gibeah.
17
He realized that the man from the tribe
of Levi was only traveling and that he did
not have a place to stay in that city. So
he asked the man, “Where have you come
from? And where are you going?”
18

He replied, ”We are traveling from
Bethlehem to my home in the hill country where people of the tribe of Ephraim
live. I went from there to Bethlehem, but
now we are going to Shiloh where Yahweh’s house is. No one here has invited
us to stay in their house tonight. 19 We
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have straw and food for our donkeys, and not answer. He put her body on the donbread and wine for me and the young key, and he and his servant traveled to his
woman and my servant. We do not need home.
anything else.”
29
When he arrived at his home, he took
20
The old man said, “May everything go a knife and he cut the body of the slave
well for you. I can provide whatever you woman into twelve pieces. Then he sent
need. Do not stay here in the square one piece to each area of Israel, along with
tonight.” 21 Then the old man took them a message telling what had happened. 30
to his house. He gave food to the donkeys. Everyone who saw a piece of the body and
He gave water to the man and the woman the message said, “Nothing like this has
and the servant to wash their feet. And ever happened before. Not since our anthe old man gave them something to eat cestors left Egypt have we heard of such a
terrible thing. We need to think carefully
and drink.
about it. Someone should decide what we
22
While they were having a good time to- should do.”
gether, some wicked men from that city
surrounded the house and started to bang
on the door. They shouted to the old man,
“Bring out to us the man who has come
to your house. We want to have sex with
1
him.”
All the soldiers of Israel came out united
as
one man, from the city of Dan in the
23
The old man went outside and said to
them, ”My brothers, I will not do that. north to Beersheba in the south, and from
That would be a very evil thing. This man the region of Gilead to the east of the Joris a guest in my house. You should not do dan River, all of them heard what had haptogether before
such a terrible thing! 24 Look, my virgin pened. So they gathered
2
The
leaders
of eleven
Yahweh
at
Mizpah.
daughter and his concubine are here. I
will bring them out to you now. You may of the tribes of Israel stood in front of the
do to them whatever you wish, but do not people who gathered there. There were
400,000 men on foot, ﬁghting men who
do such a terrible thing to this man!”
were there. 3 The people of the tribe of
25
But the men did not pay attention to Benjamin heard that the other Israelites
what he said. So the man took his con- had gone up to Mizpah, but none of the
cubine and sent her to them, outside the men from the Benjamin tribe had gone to
house. They forced her to have sex with the meeting there.
them and abused her all night. Then at
The people of Israel asked about the evil
dawn, they let her go. 26 She returned to
thing that had happened. 4 So the Levite
the old man’s house, and she fell down
who was the husband of the woman who
at the doorway and lay there until it was
had been killed replied, ”My slave wife
light.
and I came to Gibeah, wanting to stay
27
5
The next morning, her master got up there that night.
That evening, the
and went outside of the house to continue men of Gibeah came to attack me. They
his journey. He saw his slave wife lying surrounded the house where I was staythere at the doorway of the house, her ing and wanted to have sex with me and
hands still touching the doorsill. 28 He said then kill me. They abused my slave wife
to her, “Get up! Let us go!” But she did and raped her all night, and she died. 6 I
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took her body home and cut it into pieces.
Then I sent one piece to each area of Israel,
because I wanted you all to know about
this wicked and disgraceful thing that has
been done here in Israel. 7 So now, all you
Israelite people, speak, and tell me what
you think should be done!”
8

All the people stood up, and unitedly
said, ”None of us will go home! Not one of
us will return to his house! 9 This is what
we must do to the people of Gibeah. First,
we will cast lots to determine which group
10
should attack them.
We will choose
one tenth of our number to get supplies
we will need to punish Gibeah for the terrible thing that they have done here in Israel.” 11 And all the Israelite people agreed
that the people of Gibeah should be punished.
12

Then the Israelite men sent messengers
throughout the tribe of Benjamin. They
demanded, ”Do you realize that some of
your men have done a very evil thing? 13
Bring those wicked men to us, in order
that we can execute them. By doing that,
we will get rid of this evil thing that has
happened in Israel.”
But the people of the tribe of Benjamin
paid no attention to their fellow Israelites.
14
The men of the tribe of Benjamin left
their cities and gathered at Gibeah to ﬁght
15
In that one
the other Israelites.
day the men of the tribe of Benjamin recruited twenty-six thousand ﬁghting men.
They also chose seven hundred men from
Gibeah. 16 From all those soldiers there
were seven hundred men who were lefthanded, and each of them could sling a
stone without missing a target that was
very small and as narrow as a hair.
17

The soldiers of Israel, not including
the soldiers from Benjamin, numbered
400,000 men. All of these were trained to
ﬁght with the sword, men experienced at
ﬁghting in war.

18

Those other Israelites went up to Bethel
and asked advice from God, “Which tribe
should be the ﬁrst to attack the men from
the tribe of Benjamin?”
Yahweh answered, “The men from the
tribe of Judah should go ﬁrst.”
19

The next morning, the Israelite men
went and set up their tents near Gibeah.
20
Then they went to ﬁght against the men
from the tribe of Benjamin, and stood in
their positions for ﬁghting a battle, facing Gibeah. 21 The men of the tribe of
Benjamin came out of Gibeah and fought
against them, and they killed twenty-two
thousand soldiers from Israel on that day.
22
But the soldiers of Israel encouraged
themselves. Then they got ready to ﬁght
the next day in the same battle lines as
on the ﬁrst day. 23 Then they came together and begged Yahweh for help; they
prayed until evening. They asked advice
from Yahweh about what they should do:
“Should we go again to ﬁght against our
brothers, the people of Benjamin?” Yah24
The
weh answered, “Attack them!”
next day they again stood in their positions for ﬁghting, just as they had done on
the previous day. 25 The men of the tribe
of Benjamin came out of Gibeah and attacked the Israelites, and killed eighteen
thousand more of their men.
26

In the afternoon, all the people of Israel who had not been killed again went
to Bethel. There they sat down and cried
to Yahweh, and they fasted until it was
evening. They brought some offerings
which they burned completely on the altar, and they also brought some offerings
to restore fellowship with Yahweh. 27 The
people of Israel asked Yahweh,—for the
ark of the covenant of God was there in
those days, 28 and Phinehas son of Eleazar,
was the grandson of Aaron; he was serving before the ark in those days—“Should
we go out to battle once more against the
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people of Benjamin, who are out brothers, or should we stop?” Yahweh said, “Attack! For tomorrow I will help you defeat
them.” 29 Israelite men set up an ambush
in the ﬁelds around Gibeah. 30 The other
Israelite men went and stood in their positions for ﬁghting a battle just as they had
done on the previous days. 31 When the
men of the tribe of Benjamin came out of
the city to ﬁght against them, the Israelite
men retreated away from the city, and
the men of the tribe of Benjamin pursued
them. The men of the tribe of Benjamin
killed many Israelites, like they had done
before. They killed about thirty Israelites,
who died in the ﬁelds and on the roads—
one of the roads went to Bethel and another road went to Gibeah.
32

The men of the tribe of Benjamin said,
“We are defeating them like we did before!” But then Israelite men did what
they had planned. The main group of
Israelite men retreated a short distance
from the city, to trick the men of Gibeah
and cause them to pursue the Israelite
men along the roads outside the city.
33

The main group of Israelite men left
their positions and retreated, and then
they stood in their battle positions again
at a place named Baal Tamar. Then the
soldiers of Israel who had been hiding in
secret places ran out from their places
34
Then the other
in Maareh Gibeah.
ten thousand Israelites came out from the
places where they had been hiding, west
of Gibeah, and attacked the city. They
were men who had come from all parts of
Israel. There was a very big battle. But the
men of the tribe of Benjamin did not know
that they were about to have a disastrous
defeat. 35 Yahweh enabled the Israelite
men to defeat the men of the tribe of Benjamin. They killed 25,100 of them, all of
36
So the solthem were ﬁghting men.
diers of Benjamin saw they were defeated.

The men of Israel had given ground to Benjamin, because they were counting on the
men they had placed in hidden positions
outside Gibeah to go out and shift the battle in their favor. 37 Then the men who
were hiding got up and hurried and they
rushed into Gibeah, and with their swords
they killed everyone who lived in the city.
38
Now the arranged signal between the
soldiers of Israel and the men hiding in secret would be that a great cloud of smoke
would rise up out of the city.
39

By that time, Israelite men had turned
away from attacking, so the men of the
tribe of Benjamin said, “We are winning
the battle, as we did before!” 40 But then
smoke from the burning buildings began
to rise up from the city. The men of the
tribe of Benjamin turned around and saw
that the whole city was burning. 41 Then
the main group of Israelite men also saw
the smoke, and they knew that the smoke
signaled that they should turn around and
begin to attack. The men of the tribe of
Benjamin were very afraid, because they
realized that they were about to have a
disastrous defeat. 42 So the men of the
tribe of Benjamin tried to run away toward the wilderness to escape from the Israelite men, but they were not able to escape, because the Israelite men who had
burned the two cities came out of those
cities and killed many of them. 43 They
surrounded some of the men of the tribe
of Benjamin, and pursued the others to
the area east of Gibeah. 44 They killed
eighteen thousand strong soldiers of the
45
tribe of Benjamin.
Then the rest of
the men of the tribe of Benjamin realized
that they had been defeated. They ran toward the rock of Rimmon, but the Israelite
men killed ﬁve thousand more men of the
tribe of Benjamin who fell behind along
the roads. They pursued the rest of them
to Gidom, and they killed two thousand
more.
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46

Altogether, there were twenty-ﬁve
thousand—men of the tribe of Benjamin
who were killed, all of them were experienced ﬁghting men. 47 But six hundred
men of the tribe of Benjamin ran to the
rock of Rimmon in the wilderness. They
stayed there for four months. 48 Then
the Israelite men went back to the land
belonging to the tribe of Benjamin, and
killed the people in every city. They also
killed all the animals, and destroyed everything else that they found there. And
they burned all the cities that they came
to.

Chapter 21
1

When the Israelite men had gathered
at Mizpah before the battle started, they
solemnly declared, “None of us will ever
allow one of our daughters to marry any
man from the tribe of Benjamin!” 2 But
now the Israelites went to Bethel and
cried loudly to Yahweh all day until the
sun went down. 3 They kept saying, ”Yahweh, God of us Israelite people, one of the
tribes of us Israelites does not exist anymore! Why has this happened to us?
4

Early the next morning the people built
an altar. Then they completely burned
some sacriﬁces on the altar, and also offered other sacriﬁces to restore fellowship
with God.
5

been cut off from Israel. 7 What can we
do to make certain that the men of the
tribe of Benjamin who were not killed will
have wives?” Yahweh heard us solemnly
declare that we would not allow any of
our daughters to marry any man from the
tribe of Benjamin. 8 Then one of them
asked, “Which of the tribes of Israel did
not send any men here to Mizpah?” 9
They realized that when the soldiers were
counted, there was no one who had come
from the city of Jabesh Gilead.
10

So all the Israelites decided to send
twelve thousand very good soldiers to
Jabesh Gilead to kill the people there, even
the women and the children. 11 They told
this to those men: “This is what you must
do: You must kill every man in Jabesh
Gilead. You must also kill every married woman. But do not kill the unmarried women.” 12 So those soldiers went to
Jabesh Gilead and killed all the men, married women, and the children. But they
found four hundred virgin young women
there. So they brought them to their camp
at Shiloh in Canaan, across the river from
the region of Gilead that belonged to the
tribe of Benjamin.
13

Then all the Israelites who had gathered
sent a message to the six hundred men
who were at the rock of Rimmon. They
said that they would like to make peace
with them. 14 So the men came back from
the rock of Rimmon. The Israelites gave
to them the young women from Jabesh
Gilead. But there were only four hundred
women There were not enough women
for those six hundred men.

Then, because they had solemnly declared that anyone who did not meet with
them at Mizpah to help ﬁght the men of
the tribe of Benjamin would be killed, they
asked among themselves, “Were there any 15 The Israelites still felt sorry for the men
of the tribes of Israel who did not come to of the tribe of Benjamin, because Yahweh
Mizpah to meet with us in the presence of had set the other tribes against them. 16
Yahweh?”
The Israelite leaders said, ”We have killed
6
The Israelites felt sorry for their fellow Is- all the married women of the tribe of Benraelites from the tribe of Benjamin. They jamin. Where can we get women to be
said, ”Today one of our Israelite tribes has wives of the men who are still alive? 17
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These men must have wives to give birth
to children, in order that their families of
Benjamin will continue. If that does not
happen, all the people of one of the tribes
of Israel will all die out, and the tribe will
be destroyed. 18 But we cannot allow our
daughters to marry these men, because
we solemnly declared that Yahweh will
curse anyone who gives one of his daughters to become a wife of any man of the
tribe of Benjamin.” 19 Then they had an
idea. They said, “Every year there is a festival to honor Yahweh at Shiloh, which is
north of Bethel and east of the road that
extends from Bethel to Shechem, and it is
south of the city of Lebonah.”

been burned down, and they lived there.
24

The other Israelites went to their home
in the areas where their tribes and clans
lived, the areas that God had allotted to
them.
25

At that time, the Israelite people did not
have a king. Everyone did what was right
according to his own opinion.

20

So the Israelite leaders told the men of
the tribe of Benjamin, ”When it is the time
for that festival, go to Shiloh and hide in
the vineyards. 21 Keep watching for the
young women to come out of the city to
dance. When they come out, run out of
the vineyards. Each of you can seize one
of the young women of Shiloh. Then you
can all return to your homes with those
22
If their fathers or brothers
women.
come to us and complain about what you
have done, we will say to them, ‘Act kindly
toward the men of the tribe of Benjamin.
When we fought them, we did not leave
any women alive to become their wives,
and you did not give those young women
to the men from the tribe of Benjamin.
They stole them. So you will not be guilty,
even though you said that you would not
give any of your daughters to marry one
of them.’”
23

So that is what the men of the tribe
of Benjamin did. They went to Shiloh at
the time of the festival. And when the
young women were dancing, each man
caught one of them and took her away and
married her. Then they took their wives
back to the land that God had given to
them. They rebuilt their cities that had
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Chapter 1
1

During the time that judges ruled Israel,
there was a famine in that country. There
was a man who lived in Israel named
Elimelek who left Israel and went to live
for a while in the country of Moab. He
went with his wife, Naomi, and his two
sons, Mahlon and Kilion. 2 Elimelek was
from the clan of Ephrath that was living
in the town of Bethlehem, in the region
of Judah. They came to Moab and stayed
there.
3

Then Elimelek died, and Naomi had
only her two sons with her. 4 They married women from Moab. One of them
was named Orpah and the other one was
named Ruth. But after they had lived in
that area for about ten years, 5 Mahlon
and Kilion also died. So then Naomi was
left alone without her sons or husband.
6

Then Naomi heard while still in Moab
that Yahweh had helped his people and
that now there was plenty of food in Israel.
So she got ready to return to Bethlehem
with her two daughters-in-law. 7 They left
the place where they had been living and
started to travel back to the land of Judah.
8
As they were walking, Naomi said to her
two daughters-in-law, ”Each of you should
turn around and go back to your mother’s
home. May Yahweh be as kind to you as
you have been to me and our loved ones
who have died. 9 I hope that he will allow
each of you to have another husband in
whose home you will be secure.” Then she
kissed each of them, and they cried aloud.
10
They each said, “No, we want to return
with you to your relatives.”
11

But Naomi said, ”No, my daughters, return home. It will not do any good for you

to come with me! It is not possible for
me to have more sons who could become
your husbands. 12 You should go back. It
is too late for me to have another husband.
Even if I got married today and had more
sons, 13 would you remain unmarried until they grew up? No, my daughters! It
makes me even more sad than you are, because Yahweh has sent me so much trouble.”
14

Then Ruth and Orpah started crying
again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law
goodbye and left, but Ruth refused to
leave Naomi. 15 Naomi said to her, “Look!
Your sister-in-law is going back to her relatives and to her gods! Go back with her!”
16
But Ruth replied, ”No! Please do not
ask me to go back and leave you! Where
you go, I will go. Where you stay, I will
stay. Your relatives will be my relatives,
and I will worship the God you worship.
17
Where you die, I will die. Where they
bury you, they will bury me. May Yahweh punish me severely if I ever leave you.
We will never be separated until one of us
dies.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth
was very determined to go with her, she
stopped urging her to return home.
19

So the two women continued walking
until they came to Bethlehem. When they
arrived there, everyone in the town was
very happy to see them. The women of
the town exclaimed, “It is hard to believe
that this is Naomi!” 20 Naomi said to them,
”You should not call me Naomi any more,
because it means ‘pleasant.’ Instead, call
me Mara, because it means ‘bitter.’ God
Almighty has made my life very bitter. 21
When I left here my life was full because
I had a family. But Yahweh has brought
me back here empty, without my family.
Do not call me Naomi. Yahweh has punished me. Almighty God has caused a
great tragedy to happen to me.”
22
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along with her daughter-in-law Ruth, the
woman from Moab. And it happened that
when they arrived in Bethlehem, the barley harvest was just beginning.

Chapter 2

10

1

There was a man named Boaz who
lived in Bethlehem. He was a relative of
Naomi’s dead husband, Elimelek. He was
also rich and inﬂuential.
2

vant girls. 9 Watch where the men are harvesting, and follow along behind my servant girls. I have told the men who are
harvesting not to bother you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get some water to drink from the jars that the men
have ﬁlled.”

One day Ruth said to Naomi, “Let me go
to the ﬁelds and pick up the stalks of grain
that the harvesters leave behind. I will go
behind any harvester who gives me permission.” Naomi replied, “Go ahead, my
daughter.” 3 So Ruth went out to the ﬁelds
and began to pick up the grain left behind
by the men who were harvesting. And it
turned out that she was working in a ﬁeld
that belonged to Boaz, the relative of her
father-in-law, Elimelek!

When he said that, she knelt before
him, with her face touching the ground.
She exclaimed, “Why are you being so
kind to me? I did not think you would
pay any attention to me since I am a foreigner!” 11 Boaz replied, ”People have told
me about everything you have done for
your mother-in-law since your husband
died. They told me that you left your parents and your homeland, and you came
here to live among people whom you did
not know. 12 I pray that Yahweh will repay
you for what you have done. May you receive full payment for your actions from
the God of Israel, because he is the one you
have come to and he will protect you!”
13

She replied, “Sir, I hope I will continue
Just then, Boaz returned from town. He to please you. You have comforted me
greeted the harvesters, saying, “May Yah- with your kindness, even though I am not
weh be with you!” They replied, “May Yah- even one of your servant girls.”
weh bless you!”
14
When it was time to eat, Boaz said to her,
5
Then Boaz saw Ruth, and asked the fore- “Come over here and get some food. Take
man, “Who is that young woman related this bread and dip it in the vinegar and eat
to?” 6 The foreman replied, ”She is the it.” Then when she sat down with the harwoman from Moab who returned from vesters, he offered her some roasted grain.
there with her mother-in-law Naomi. 7 She ate all that she wanted and had some
She said to me, ‘Please let me pick up some left over. 15 As she stood up to go back to
grain. I will only walk behind the men work, Boaz ordered his workers, ”Even if
who are harvesting the grain and gather she gathers some grain near the bundles
what they leave.’ I gave her permission, of grain that have been cut, do not try to
and she has been working in the ﬁeld stop her. 16 Instead, make sure that you
from this morning until now. She has only pull out some stalks of grain from the buntaken a short rest, when she rested in the dles and leave them on the ground for her
shelter.”
to pick up, and do not scold her.”
4

8

Then Boaz went over to Ruth and said 17 So Ruth gathered grain in the ﬁeld unto her, ”Young lady, listen to me. You do til evening. Then she threshed the barley
not need to go to any other ﬁeld to gather that she had gathered, to separate the kergrain. You should stay here with my ser- nels from the stalks, and the barley ﬁlled
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a large basket. 18 She carried it back to
town and showed her mother-in-law how
much she had gathered. She also gave her
mother-in-law the grain that was left over
19
from her lunch.
Her mother-in-law
asked her, “Where did you gather all this
grain today? In whose ﬁeld exactly did
you work? May God do good to the man
who was so kind to you.” Then Ruth told
her about where she had been working.
She said, “The name of that ﬁeld’s owner
is Boaz.” 20 Naomi said to her daughterin-law, “May Yahweh bless him! He has
not stopped acting kindly toward us, who
are still living, and to our husbands who
have died.” Then she added, “That man is
a close relative of Elimelek; in fact, he is
one of those responsible for taking care of
us.”
21

Then Ruth said, “He also said to me,
‘Stay with my workers until they have
completed bringing in all my grain from
the ﬁeld.’ ”
22

Naomi replied, “My daughter, it will be
good for you to go to his ﬁeld with his servant girls, because if you go to someone
else’s ﬁeld, someone might harm you.”
23

He will be separating the grain from the
chaff. 3 Bathe yourself and put on some
perfume. Put on your best clothes. Then
go down to the place where they thresh
the grain. But do not let him know that
you are there until he is ﬁnished eating
and drinking. 4 When he has ﬁnished eating, notice where he lies down to sleep.
Then when he is asleep, go over to him,
uncover his feet, and lie close to his feet.
When he wakes up, he will tell you what
to do.”
5

Ruth replied, “I will do everything that
you have told me to do.” 6 So she went
down to the place where they thresh the
grain. There she did everything that her
mother-in-law had told her to do.
7

When Boaz ﬁnished eating and drinking,
he was feeling good. Then he went over
to the far end of the pile of grain. He lay
down there and went to sleep. Then Ruth
approached him quietly. She took the covering off his feet and lay down there. 8
In the middle of the night, he woke up
suddenly. He sat up and realized that a
woman was lying at his feet. 9 He asked
her, “Who are you?” She replied, “I am
your servant, Ruth. Since you are the one
responsible for my dead husband’s family,
spread the corner of your cloak over me.”

So Ruth worked alongside of Boaz’s servant girls. She gathered stalks of grain
until the workers had ﬁnished harvesting both the barley and the wheat. Dur- 10
Boaz replied, ”May Yahweh bless you,
ing that time she continued to live with
my dear! You acted kindly toward your
Naomi.
mother-in-law previously, and now you
are acting even more kindly toward me by
not chasing after a young man to marry,
whether rich or poor. 11 Now, my dear,
I will do everything that you ask. Do
1
One day, Naomi said to Ruth, ”My daugh- not be afraid, because all the people in
ter, I think that I should try to arrange for this town know that you are an honorable
you to have a home and a husband who woman. 12 But there is one problem. Alwill provide for you. 2 Boaz is a close rela- though it is true that I am a close relative
tive of ours, and he has been very kind by of yours, there is another man who is an
letting you gather grain with his servant even closer relative than I am, one who
girls. Listen carefully. Tonight he will be stands closer to your mother-in-law than I
at the place where they thresh the barley. do, and therefore he is really the one who

Chapter 3
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is responsible for you. 13 You stay here for
the rest of the night. Tomorrow morning I
will tell this man about you. If he says that
he will take responsibility for you, ﬁne, we
will let him marry you. But if he is not willing to do that, I solemnly promise that as
surely as Yahweh lives, I will marry you
and take care of you. So stay here until it
is morning.”
14

So she lay at his feet until morning.
But she got up and left before it was light
enough that people would be able to recognize her, because Boaz said, “It would be
best if no one knows that a woman was
here.” 15 He also said to her, “Bring to
me your cloak and spread it out.” When
she did that, he poured into it a generous
amount of barley and put it on her back.
Then he went into town.
16

When Ruth arrived home, her motherin-law asked her, “Is that you, my daughter?” Then Ruth told her everything that
Boaz had done for her and what he had
said. 17 She also said to Naomi, “He
gave me all this barley, saying, ‘I do not
want you to return to your mother-in-law
empty-handed.’ ” 18 Then Naomi said, “My
daughter, just wait here until we see what
happens. I am sure that Boaz will surely
take care of this matter today.”

7

At that time, it was the custom in Israel
that when two people agreed to redeem
or exchange anything between them, one
man would take off one of his sandals and
give it to the other man. That was the way
they ﬁnalized transactions in Israel. 8 So
the relative said to Boaz, “You buy the ﬁeld
yourself!” And he took off one of his sandals and gave it to Boaz.
9

Chapter 4
1

wants to sell her right to the piece of land
that belonged to our relative Elimelek. 4 I
thought that I should tell you about that,
and suggest that you buy it, while these
elders who are sitting here are listening.
If you are willing to buy the property, do
that. But if you do not want to buy it, tell
me, so that I will know. I am suggesting
this to you because you are the one who
has the ﬁrst right to buy it, and if you do
not buy it, I am next in line.” The man
replied, “I will buy it!” 5 Then Boaz told
him, “When you buy the land from Naomi,
you will also need to marry Ruth, our relative’s widow from Moab, in order that she
may have a son to inherit the property and
carry on the name of her dead husband.”
6
Then the nearer relative said, “If that is
so, I do not want to buy the property, because then my own children would not inherit the property. I give you the right to
buy the property instead of me!”

Meanwhile, Boaz went up to the meeting place at the gate leading into the town
and sat down there. Before long, the close
relative that Boaz had mentioned came
along. Boaz said to him, “My cousin, come
over here and sit down.” So the man went
and sat down. 2 Boaz then gathered ten
of the elders of the town and asked them
to join them. So they sat down. 3 Then
Boaz said to his relative, ”As you know,
Naomi has returned from Moab. Now she

Then Boaz said to the elders and to all
the other people who were there, ”Today
you have all seen that I have bought from
Naomi all the property that belonged to
Elimelek, Mahlon, and Kilion. 10 I am
also taking Ruth, the woman from Moab,
Mahlon’s widow, to be my wife. This is in
order that she may give birth to a son who
will inherit the property. In this way he
will carry on the family name among his
relatives and here in his hometown. Today you all are witnesses of what I have
done.”
11
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sitting at the town gate agreed and said,
“Yes, we are witnesses.” One of them
added, ”May Yahweh allow this woman,
who will be coming into your home, to be
like Rachel and Leah, the two who bore
our ancestors and started our people, Israel. We hope that you will become rich
in the clan of Ephrathah, and become famous here in Bethlehem. 12 May your
family be like the family of your ancestor
Perez son of Judah, and Tamar, because
of the many descendants that Yahweh will
give to you and this young woman.”
13

So Boaz took Ruth to be his wife and
slept with her. Yahweh enabled her to
become pregnant, and she gave birth to
a son. 14 The women of Bethlehem said
to Naomi, ”Praise Yahweh! Now he has
given you a grandson who will be the
one who will have the responsibility to
take care of you. May he become famous
throughout Israel. 15 He will make you
feel young again, and he will take care of
you when you become old, because your
daughter-in-law, who loves you, has given
birth to him. She has been better to you
than if you had seven sons.”
16

Then Naomi took the baby and put him
on her lap, and became a second mother
for him. 17 The women who were living
nearby said, “It is as though Naomi now
has a son!” And they named him Obed.
Later, Obed became the father of Jesse,
who became the father of David.
18-22

Here is a list of the descendants of
Perez: Perez’s son was Hezron. Hezron’s
son was Ram. Ram’s son was Amminadab. Amminadab’s son was Nahshon.
Nahshon’s son was Salmon. Salmon’s son
was Boaz. Boaz’s son was Obed. Obed’s
son was Jesse. Jesse’s son was David.
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Chapter 1
1

on a chair by the doorway of the sacred
tent of Yahweh. 10 Hannah was very distressed, and she cried very sorrowfully as
11
she prayed to Yahweh.
She made a
solemn promise, saying, “O Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, if you will
look at me and see how I miserable I am,
and think kindly about me and allow me
to give birth to a son, then I will dedicate
him to you for the rest of his life. And to
show that he is dedicated to you, no one
will ever be allowed to cut his hair.”

There was a man named Elkanah, a
descendant of Zuph, who lived in the
city of Ramah in the hill country, where
the people of the tribe of Ephraim lived.
His father was Jeroham, his grandfather
was Elihu, and his great-grandfather was
Tohu. He belonged to the clan of Zuph. 2 12
As she was praying like that to Yahweh,
He had two wives: Hannah and Peninnah.
lips moving as
Now Peninnah had several children, but Eli the priest saw Hannah’s
13
she
was
praying.
But
Hannah
was only
Hannah had no children.
praying silently; she was not making any
3
Once every year Elkanah went up with sound. So Eli thought that she was drunk.
his family from Ramah to the city of 14 He said to her, “How long will you conShiloh. He would go there to worship Yah- tinue to get drunk? Get rid of your wine!”
weh, commander of the angel armies, and
15
Hannah replied, ”Sir, I am not drunk! I
offer sacriﬁces to him. The two sons of
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, helped their fa- have not been drinking wine or any other
ther to do the work as priests of Yahweh alcoholic drink. I feel very miserable and
there. 4 Each time Elkanah offered sac- I have been telling Yahweh about how I
16
riﬁces there, he would give some of the feel. Do not think that I am a worthless
meat to Peninnah and some to each of her woman. I have been praying like this be5
But he gave a cause I am so ashamed and upset.”
sons and daughters.
larger amount of meat to Hannah because 17 Eli replied, “I wish that things may go
he loved her very much, even though Yah- well for you. I desire that God, the one
weh had not permitted her to give birth to we Israelite people worship, may give you
any children. 6 But his other wife, Penin- what you asked of him.”
nah, would mock Hannah to make her feel
18
She replied, “I want you to think highly
miserable, reminding her Yahweh had not
7
about
me.” Then she returned to her famallowed her to bear children.
This happened every year. When they went up to ily and after she ate something, she was
the temple of Yahweh at Shiloh, Peninnah sad no more.
always ridiculed Hannah so much that 19 Early the next morning, Elkanah and
Hannah cried and would not eat. 8 Then his family got up and worshiped Yahweh
Elkanah would say to her, “Hannah, why again, and then they returned to their
are you crying? Why are you eating noth- home at Ramah. Then Elkanah slept
ing? You are so sad! Surely it is better for with Hannah, and Yahweh answered her
you to have me as your husband than to prayer. 20 She became pregnant and
have even ten sons!”
gave birth to a son. She named him
9

One year, after they had ﬁnished eating Samuel, which sounds like the words in
and drinking at Shiloh, Hannah stood up the Hebrew language that mean “heard
to pray. Eli the priest was nearby, sitting by God,” because she said, “Yahweh heard
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me when I requested a son from him.”

because you, Yahweh has rescued me
from
being mocked by them.
21
The following year, Elkanah went up to
2
Shiloh with his family to make the kind of
There is no one who is holy like you,
sacriﬁce he made each year, and also to Yahweh.
give a special offering to God that he had
There is no other god like you.
promised to give him previously. 22 But
The is no one like you, our God, who
Hannah did not go with them. She said
to her husband, “After I have weaned the can protect us as though you were putting
baby, I will take him to Shiloh and present us on top of a huge rock where we can be
him to Yahweh, and he will stay there for safe from danger.
the rest of his life.”
3
You people who oppose God, stop
23
Elkanah said, “Do what you think is boasting!
best. Stay here until you have weaned
Yahweh is a God who knows everyhim. What I desire is that Yahweh may enthing,
able you to do what you have promised.”
and he will evaluate everyone’s actions.
So Hannah stayed at home and nursed her
son until she weaned him.
So do not speak so arrogantly!
24

After she weaned him, even though
Samuel was very young, she took him to
the house of Yahweh that was at Shiloh.
She took along with her and her son a
three year old bull, about twenty liters of
ﬂour, and a container of wine. 25 After
Hannah and Elkanah had slaughtered the
bull and offered it to Yahweh on the altar, they brought the boy to Eli. 26 Then
Hannah said to him, ”Sir, do you remember me? I am the woman who prayed as I
stood here beside you several years ago. 27
I prayed that Yahweh would enable me to
give birth to a child, and this is that child!
28
So now I am presenting him to Yahweh.
He will belong to Yahweh as long as he
lives.” Then Elkanah and his family worshiped Yahweh there.

4

Yahweh, you break the bows of mighty
soldiers,
but you give strength to those who
stumble because they are weak.
5

Many people who previously had
plenty to eat, now have to work for other
people to earn money to buy food,
but many who were always hungry
are not hungry anymore.
The woman who did not have any children before, now has given birth to many
children,
and the woman who had many children before, now is very lonely because
they have all died.
6

Chapter 2

Yahweh, you cause some people to die,

and you restore some people who
were almost dead.

For some people, it seems that they will
soon go to where dead people go, but you
”In my inner being I rejoice in what you, cause them to become healthy again.
Yahweh, have done.
7
Yahweh, you cause some people to
I am strong because I belong to you. be poor, and you cause some people to be
I laugh at my enemies
rich,
1

Then Hannah prayed, saying,
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you humble some people, and you the temple, a priest would send his serhonor some people.
vant, who would come with a large threepronged fork in his hand. 14 He would
8
Sometimes you lift poor people up so
stick the fork into the meat in the pot, and
that they are no longer sitting in the dust,
whatever meat fastened onto the fork, he
and you raise up needy people so would take and give it to the priest who
that they are no longer sitting on heaps of sent him. 15 However, before the fat on
the meat was cut off and burned as a sacashes;
riﬁce to Yahweh, the servant of Eli’s sons
you cause them to sit next to princes;
would come to the man who was makyou cause them to sit on seats where ing the sacriﬁce and say to him, “Give me
some meat now to take to the priest for
people who are highly honored sit.
him to roast! He wants raw meat; he does
Yahweh, you are the one who laid the
not want boiled meat.”
foundations of the earth,
16
If the man said to the servant, “Let the
and you have set the whole world on priests cut off and burn the fat ﬁrst; then
those foundations.
you can take what you want,” the servant
9
would reply, “No, give it to me now; if you
You will protect your loyal people,
do not give it to me, I will take it forcebut you will cause the wicked to die fully!”
and to descend to the dark place where
17
Yahweh considered that the young sons
the dead go.
of Eli were committing a very great sin, beWe do not defeat our enemies by our cause they were treating very disrespectown strength.
fully the offerings that were being given
10
Yahweh, you will break into pieces to Yahweh.
those who oppose you.

18

You will cause thunder in the sky to
show that you oppose them.
Yahweh, you will judge people everywhere, even those who live in the most remote places on the earth.
You will give strength to the
king whom you will appoint, and give him
great power over his enemies.”
11

Then Elkanah and his family returned
to Ramah, but Samuel, the little boy,
stayed to help Eli the priest serve Yahweh.
12

Eli’s two sons, who were also priests,
were very wicked. They were not faithful to Yahweh. 13 The custom was that
while the people were boiling the meat
from their sacriﬁces in the huge pot at

As for Samuel, who was still a very
young boy, he continued to do work for
Yahweh, wearing a little sacred apron
made out of linen, like the high priest
wore. 19 Each year his mother made a
new little robe for him and took it to him
when she went up to Shiloh with her hus20
band to offer a sacriﬁce.
Then Eli
would ask God to bless Elkanah and his
wife, and he would say to Elkanah, “I hope
that Yahweh will enable your wife to give
birth to other children, to take the place
of the one whom she dedicated to Yahweh.” Then Elkanah and his family would
return home. 21 Yahweh was indeed very
kind to Hannah, for he enabled her to give
birth to three other sons and two daughters. Their son Samuel grew up while he
was doing work for Yahweh in his temple.
22
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heard about all the evil things that his
sons were doing to the Israelite people.
He heard that they sometimes slept with
the women who worked at the entrance
to the tent where God spoke to his people. 23 He said to them, ”It is terrible that
you do such things! Many people keep
telling me about the evil things that you
do. 24 My sons, stop it! The reports about
you that the people who belong to Yah25
weh tell others are terrible!
If one
person sins against another person, God
can intercede between them. But if someone sins against Yahweh, who will speak
up for him?” But Eli’s sons would not listen to what their father said. This was because Yahweh had decided that someone
needed to kill them.

honor me, but I will despise those who
despise me. 31 Listen carefully! There
will soon be a time when I will cause all
the strong young men in your family to
die. The result will be that no men in your
family will live long enough to become old
men. 32 You will be distressed and envious as you see the blessings that I will give
to the other people in Israel. And I repeat
that no men in your family will ever live
long enough to become old men. 33 There
is one of your descendants whom I will
spare; I will not prevent him from serving
me as a priest. But he will become blind
from weeping; he will always be sad and
grieving. But all your other descendants
will die violently. 34 And your two sons,
Hophni and Phinehas, will both die on the
same day. And that will prove to you that
26
The boy Samuel continued to grow up, all that I have said will come true.
and the things that he did pleased Yahweh 35
I have chosen another man to be my
27
One day, a prophet
and the people.
priest.
He is one who will serve me faithcame to Eli and told him, ”This is what
Yahweh has told me: ’When your ances- fully: He will do everything I want. I will
tors were slaves of the king of Egypt, I ap- make sure that his descendants will be
helppeared to Aaron. 28 From all the tribes of priests and will always serve me by
36
All of
the Israelite people, I chose him and his ing the king whom I will choose.
your
descendants
who
remain
alive
will
male descendants to be priests for me. I
appointed them to go up to my altar, to have to go to that priest and ask him to
burn incense, to wear a sacred apron as give them money and food, and they will
they worked for me. And I declared that each have to say, “Please allow me to help
they could take and eat some of the meat the other priests, in order that I may earn
that the Israelite people burned on the al- some money to buy some food.”’”
tar. 29 So why do you show disrespect
for the sacriﬁces and offerings that I commanded the people to bring to me? You
are honoring your sons more than you are
honoring me, by allowing them to get fat 1 While he was still a boy, Samuel was
from eating the best parts of all the sacri- serving Yahweh while Eli supervised him.
ﬁces that the Israelite people bring to me!’ At that time there were very few messages

Chapter 3

30

Therefore, this is what Yahweh, the God
whom we Israelites worship, declares: ’I
deﬁnitely promised that Aaron and his descendants would continue to serve me forever. But now I declare this: It will not
continue like that! I will honor those who

that anyone received from Yahweh, and
very few people saw visions that Yahweh
gave them.
2

By that time Eli’s eyes were very weak;
he was almost blind. One night he was
sleeping in his room, 3 and Samuel was
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sleeping in the temple of Yahweh, where
the sacred chest was kept. There was a
lamp there that represented the presence
of God, and it was still burning. 4 Just
then Yahweh called, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Samuel replied, “I am here!”
5

Then he got up and ran to Eli. He said to
him, “I am here, because you called me!”
But Eli replied, “No, I did not call you. Go
back to your bed.” So Samuel went and lay
down again.
6

him that I would punish his family forever. 14 I solemnly promised to Eli’s family, ‘You will never be able to avoid the
consequences for your sin, even if you
give me sacriﬁces or offerings.’”
15

Samuel lay down again until morning.
Then he got up and opened the doors of
the building as usual. He was afraid to
tell Eli about the vision that Yahweh had
given him. 16 But Eli called him and said,
“Samuel, my son!” Samuel answered, “I
am here!”

Then Yahweh called again, “Samuel!” So
Samuel got up again and went to Eli and 17 Eli asked him, “What was it that Yahweh
said, “I am here, because you called me!” told you? Do not conceal it! I want God to
But Eli said, “No, my son, I did not call you. punish you severely if you do not tell me
everything that he said to you.”
Go back and lie down.”
At that time Samuel had not yet known 18 So Samuel told him everything. He did
what it was like for Yahweh to speak to not refuse to tell him anything. Then Eli
him, because Yahweh had not previously said, “He is Yahweh. I am willing for him
to do what he thinks is best.”
revealed anything to him.
7

After Samuel lay down again, Yahweh 19 As Samuel grew up, Yahweh helped
called him a third time. So again Samuel him; he made everything that Samuel pregot up and went to Eli and said, “I am here, dicted to come true. 20 So all the people
of Israel, from the northern end of the
because you called me!”
country to the southern end, realized that
Then Eli realized that it was Yahweh who
Samuel was truly a prophet of Yahweh. 21
9
So he said to
was calling the boy.
Yahweh continued to appear to Samuel in
Samuel, “Go and lie down again. If someShiloh and give messages to him.
one calls you again, say ‘Speak to me, Yahweh, because I am listening!’ ” So Samuel
went and lay down again. 10 Then Yahweh came and stood and called as he had
done the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak to me, because 1 Samuel told to all the people of Israel the
I am listening!”
messages that God gave him.
8

Chapter 4

11

Then Yahweh said to Samuel, ”Listen
carefully. I am about to do something
here in Israel that will shock everyone
12
When that hapwho hears about it.
pens, I will punish Eli and his family. I
will do to them everything that I said
that I would do. 13 His sons have shown
great disrespect for me by the disgraceful things they have done, and Eli did not
keep them back from doing it. So I told

At that time the Israelite army went to
ﬁght against the army of the Philistine
people. The Israelite army set up their
tents at Ebenezer, and the Philistine army
set up their tents at Aphek. 2 The Philistine army attacked the Israelite army, and
as the battle continued, the Philistines defeated the Israelites and killed about four
thousand of their soldiers. 3 When the
remaining Israelite soldiers returned to

359

1 SAMUEL
their camp, the Israelite elders said, “Why
did Yahweh allow the Philistine army to
defeat us today? We should bring the sacred chest here from Shiloh, in order that
Yahweh will go with us when we go to the
battle again, so that that our enemies will
not defeat us again!”

place where the armies were ﬁghting. He
tore his clothes and threw soil on his head
to show that he was very sad. He arrived at Shiloh late that afternoon. 13 Eli
was waiting beside the road. He wanted
to hear news about the battle, and he
was also very anxious to know if anything
bad had happened to God’s sacred chest.
4
So the soldiers sent some men to Shiloh,
When the messenger arrived and told peoand those men brought back the sacred
ple what had happened, everyone in the
chest, the chest of Yahweh, who sat on
town started to cry loudly.
a throne between the statues of winged
creatures that were on top of the chest. 14 Eli asked, “Why are they making all that
The two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, noise?” The messenger ran over to Eli and
went with them.
told him the news.
5

When the Israelite people saw the men
bringing the sacred chest into their camp,
they were so happy that they shouted
loudly. They shouted so loudly that the
ground shook! 6 The Philistines asked,
“What are the people in the Hebrew camp
shouting about?” Someone told them
that they were shouting because the sacred chest of Yahweh had been brought to
them. 7 Then they became very afraid.
They said, ”Their God has come into their
camp to help them! We are in big trouble
now! Nothing like this has happened to
us before! 8 No one can save us now! This
is the God who struck the people of Egypt
with many plagues before the Israelites
left Egypt and traveled through the desert.
9
You Philistine men, be courageous! Fight
very hard! If you do not do that, they will
defeat us, and then you will become their
slaves, just as they have been our slaves
previously!”
10

So the Philistine men fought very hard,
and they defeated the Israelites. They
killed thirty thousand Israelite soldiers,
and the other Israelite soldiers ﬂed and
ran away to their tents. 11 The Philistines
captured the sacred chest, and they killed
Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas.
12

On that same day, one man of the tribe
descended from Benjamin ran from the

15

At that time, Eli was ninety-eight years
old, and he was blind. 16 The messenger
said to Eli, “I have just come from where
the armies were ﬁghting. I left there earlier today.” Eli asked, “What happened?”
17

The man replied, “The Philistines defeated our army. They killed thousands of
our soldiers, and the others ran away. The
Philistines killed your two sons, Hophni
and Phinehas. They also captured God’s
sacred chest.”
18

Eli was very old, and he was very fat;
and when he heard what had happened
to the sacred chest, he fell backward from
his seat beside the city gate. His neck was
broken and he died. He had led the Israelite people for forty years.
19

The wife of Eli’s son Phinehas was pregnant, and it was almost time for her to
give birth to her baby. When she heard
that God’s sacred chest had been captured
and that her husband and her father-inlaw were dead, her labor pains suddenly
began and were too much for her. She
quickly gave birth to a boy, but she began
to die. 20 As she was dying, the women
who were helping her tried to encourage
her by saying to her, “You have given birth
to a son!” But she did not pay any attention to what they said.
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21

She named the boy Ichabod, which
means “no glory,” because she said, “God’s
glory has departed from Israel.” She said
that because God’s sacred chest had been
captured and because her husband and
her father-in-law had died. 22 She said,
“God’s glory has left Israel, because God’s
sacred chest has been captured!” And
then she died.

Chapter 5
1

After the army of the Philistia people
group captured God’s sacred chest in the
town of Ebenezer, they took it to Ashdod,
one of their largest cities. 2 They carried
it into the temple of their god Dagon and
placed it alongside a statue of Dagon. 3 But
early the next morning, when the people
of Ashdod went to see it, they saw that the
statue had fallen on its face in front of Yahweh’s sacred chest! So they set the statue
4
But the followup in its place again.
ing morning, they saw that it had fallen
down in front of the sacred chest again.
But this time, it was as if someone had
cut the statue’s head and hands off; they
were lying in the doorway. Only its body
remained in one piece. 5 That is the reason that ever since that time, the priests of
Dagon and everyone else who enters the
temple of Dagon in Ashdod do not step on
the doorsill where the hands and head of
Dagon had fallen.
6

the Philistia people group and asked them,
“What should we do with the sacred chest
of the God of the Israelites?”
The kings replied, “Take the sacred chest
to the city of Gath.” So they moved it to
Gath. 9 But after they took it to Gath, Yahweh powerfully struck the people of that
city also, with the result that many men,
including young men and old men, got tumors on their skins. Then the people became very afraid. 10 So they took the sacred chest to the city of Ekron.
But when the men carried the sacred
chest into Ekron, the people there cried
out, “Why are you bringing the sacred
chest of the God of the Israelites into our
city? By doing that you will cause us and
the rest of our people to die!” 11 So the
people of Ekron also summoned the Philistine kings. When they came, the people
said to them, “Take this sacred chest of the
god of the Israelites back to its own place!
If you do not do that quickly, we will all
die!” The people were terriﬁed because
they knew that God was starting to punish them severely. 12 Some of the people in
Ekron had already died, and the rest of the
people were suffering because of tumors
on their skins. So they all cried out to their
gods to help them.

Chapter 6
1

The people of Philistia kept the God’s sacred chest in their area for seven months.
2
Then they summoned their priests and
their diviners. They asked them, “What
should we do with the sacred chest of Yahweh? Tell us how we should send it back
to its own land.”

Then Yahweh made the people of Ashdod suffer very much with tumors. Many
sickened and died, both in the city and
in the surrounding region. 7 The people of Ashdod realized why this was happening, and they cried out, “The God of
the Israelites is punishing us and our god 3 Those men replied, “Send with it an ofDagon. So we cannot allow the sacred fering to show Yahweh that you know that
chest of the God of the Israelites to remain you are guilty for capturing the chest, in
here!” 8 They summoned the ﬁve kings of order that the plague will stop. If you do

361

1 SAMUEL
that, and then if you are healed, you will 10 So the people did what the priests and
know that he is the one who caused the diviners told them to do. They made a
plague to strike you. And you will know cart, and hitched two cows to it. They took
why you have been suffering until now.” the calves from their mothers. 11 They
put in the cart Yahweh’s sacred chest and
4
The people of Philistia asked, “What kind
the box with the models of the gold rats
of offering should we send?”
and the tumors. 12 Then the cows started
The men replied, ”Make ﬁve gold mod- walking, and they went straight toward
els of the tumors on your skin, and ﬁve Bethshemesh. They stayed on the road,
gold models of rats. Make ﬁve of each and were mooing all the time. They did
because that will be the same number as not turn to the left or to the right. The ﬁve
the number of your kings, and because kings of the region of Philistia followed
the plague has struck both you people and the cows until they reached the edge of
your ﬁve kings. 5 Make models that rep- Bethshemesh.
resent the rats and the tumors that are
13
At that time, the people of Bethshemesh
ruining your land. Make them in order
to honor the god of the Israelite people. were harvesting wheat in the valley outIf you do that, perhaps Yahweh will stop side the city. When the cows came along
punishing you, your gods, and your land. the road, they looked up and saw the sa6
Do not be stubborn as Pharaoh and the cred chest. They were extremely happy
14-15
The cows pulled the cart
Egyptians were. Remember that Yahweh to see it.
ﬁnally made them suffer more than they into the ﬁeld of a man named Joshua, and
could bear, and that they ﬁnally allowed they stopped alongside a large rock. Several men from the tribe of Levi lifted from
the Israelites to leave their land.
the cart the sacred chest and the box con7
So you must build a new cart. Then get taining the gold models of the rats and the
two cows that have very recently given tumors, and put them all on the large rock.
birth to calves. They must be cows that Then the people smashed the cart and kinhave never been hitched to a cart. Hitch dled a ﬁre with the wood from which the
those cows to the new cart, and take the cart had been made. They slaughtered
calves away from their mothers. 8 Put the cows and burned their bodies on the
their god’s sacred chest on the cart. Also ﬁre to be an offering for Yahweh that
put in the cart the ﬁve gold models of would be completely burned. That day
the tumors on your skin and the ﬁve gold the people of Bethshemesh offered to Yahmodels of rats. Put them in a small box weh many sacriﬁces that were completely
alongside the sacred chest. They will be burned, and other sacriﬁces. 16 The ﬁve
an offering to show that you know that kings from the region of Philistia watched
you deserved to be punished for captur- all this, and then they returned to Ekron,
ing the sacred chest. Then send the cows that same day.
down the road, pulling the cart. 9 Watch
the cart as the cows pull it. If they pull it to 17 The ﬁve gold models of tumors that
the town of Bethshemesh in Israel, we will they sent to be an offering to Yahweh to
know that it was their god who brought show that they knew that they deserved
this plague on us. But if they do not take it to be punished were gifts from those ﬁve
there, we will know that it was not the god kings who were rulers of the cities of Ashof the Israelites who has punished us. We dod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron. 18
The models of the ﬁve gold rats were gifts
will know that it happened by chance.”
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from the people of those ﬁve cities and
the surrounding towns. The large rock
at Bethshemesh, on which the men of the
tribe of Levi set the sacred chest, is still
there in the ﬁeld that belonged to Joshua.
When people see it, they remember what
happened there.
19

Ashtoreth, and they began to worship only
Yahweh.
5

Then Samuel told them, “All you Israelite people must gather with me at
Mizpah. Then I will pray to Yahweh for
you.” 6 So they gathered at Mizpah, where
Samuel acted as leader for the people of
Israel. They had a big ceremony there.
They drew water from a well, and poured
the water on the ground while Yahweh
watched. To show that they were sorry for
having worshiped idols, they did not eat
any food on that day, and they confessed
that they had sinned against Yahweh.

But some men from Bethshemesh
looked into Yahweh’s sacred chest, and because of that, Yahweh caused 50,070 of
them to die. Then the people mourned
very much because Yahweh punished
those men like that. 20 They said, “Who
can stand before Yahweh, our holy God?
Where can we send away this sacred 7 When the kings of the region of Philischest?”
tia heard that the Israelite people had
21
They sent messengers to the people of gathered at Mizpah, they led their armies
the city of Kiriath Jearim to tell them, there to attack the Israelites. When the Is“The people of Philistia have returned Yah- raelites found out that the Philistine army
weh’s sacred chest to us! Come here and was approaching them, they became very
afraid. 8 They told Samuel, “Pray to Yahtake it to your city!”
weh to rescue us from the Philistine army,
and do not stop pleading with him!” 9 So
Samuel took a very young lamb and killed
it and offered it to Yahweh to be a sacriﬁce
that was completely burned on the altar.
1
When the men of Kiriath Jearim received Then he prayed and pleaded that Yahweh
the message, they came to Bethshemesh would help the Israelites, and Yahweh did
and took the sacred chest of Yahweh. They help them.
took it to the house of Abinadab, which 10
While Samuel was burning the offerwas on a hillside. They set apart Abiing, the Philistine army came near to atnadab’s son Eleazar to take care of the
tack the Israelites. But Yahweh caused it
chest.
to thunder very loudly. The men of the
2
The sacred chest stayed in Kiriath Jearim Philistine army became very frightened,
for a long time. It stayed there for twenty and then they panicked. So the Israelites
years. During that time all the people were able to drive them back completely.
of Israel mourned because it seemed that 11 The Israelite men ran out of Mizpah
Yahweh had abandoned them, and they and chased the Philistine soldiers almost
wanted to turn to him for help again.
to the town of Beth Kar. They killed many
Philistine soldiers who were trying to run
3
Then Samuel said to all the Israelite peoaway.
ple, “If you truly want to honor Yahweh
again, you must get rid of your statues of 12 After that happened, Samuel took a
the goddess Ashtoreth and the idols the large stone and set it up between the
Philistine people.” 4 So the Israelites got towns of Mizpah and Shen. He named
rid of all their statues of the gods Baal and the stone “Ebenezer,” which means “stone

Chapter 7
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of help,” because he said “Yahweh has
13
helped us until the present time.”
So the Philistine people were defeated,
and for a long time they did not enter
the Israelite land to attack them again.
During the time that Samuel was alive,
Yahweh powerfully protected the Israelite
people from being attacked by the Philistine army.
14

The Israelite army was able to capture
again the Israelite towns between Ekron
and Gath that the Philistine army had captured before. The Israelites were also able
to take again the other areas around those
cities that the Philistine army had taken
from the Israelites previously. And there
was peace between the Israelites and the
Amor people group.
15

Samuel continued to be the leader of
the Israelite people until he died. 16 Every
year he traveled among the cities of Bethel
and Gilgal and Mizpah. In those cities
he listened to disputes between people
and made decisions about them. 17 After
he made decisions in each of those cities,
he returned to his home at Ramah, and
he would listen to people’s disputes there,
also, and make decisions about them. He
built an altar at Ramah to offer sacriﬁces
to Yahweh.

Chapter 8
1

When Samuel became old, he appointed
his two sons, Joel and Abijah, to lead the
people of Israel. 2 They judged people’s
disputes in the town of Beersheba. 3 But
they were not like their father. They
wanted only to get a lot of money. They accepted bribes, and they did not make honest decisions about people’s disputes.
4

Finally, the Israelite leaders met in the
town of Ramah to discuss the matter with
Samuel. 5 They said to him, “Listen! You

are now old, and your sons are not like
you. Appoint a king to rule over us, like
the kings that other countries have!”
6

Samuel was very unhappy with them
for requesting that, so he prayed to Yahweh about it. 7 Yahweh replied, ”Do what
they have requested you to do. But do not
think that you are the one whom they are
really rejecting. I have been their king,
and I am the one they are really reject8
ing.
Ever since I brought them out
of Egypt, they have rejected me, and they
have worshiped other gods. And now they
are also rejecting you in the same way. 9
Do what they are asking you to do. But
warn them about how their kings will act
toward them!”
10

So Samuel told those people what Yahweh had said. 11 He said, ”If a king rules
over you, this is what he will do to you:
He will force many of your sons to join the
army. He will make some of them run in
front of your chariots to clear things out of
the way. 12 Some of them will be commanders of his soldiers, but others will work
for him like slaves. He will force some
of them to plow his ﬁelds and then later
harvest his crops. He will force others to
make his weapons and equipment for his
chariots. 13 The king will take some of
your daughters from you and force them
to make perfumes for him and cook food
for him and bake bread for him. 14 He will
take your best ﬁelds and vineyards and
olive tree groves, and give them to his own
oﬃcials. 15 He will take a tenth of your harvests and distribute it among the oﬃcers
and servants who work in his palace. 16
He will take from you your male and female servants, your best cattle and donkeys, and force them to work for him. 17
He will take one tenth of your sheep and
goats. And you will become his slaves! 18
When that time comes, you will complain
loudly to the king, the king that you your-
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selves have chosen, but Yahweh will not 6 But the servant said, “I have another
pay attention to you.”
idea. There is one of God’s prophets who
lives in this town. People respect him
19
But the people refused to pay attention
very much, because everything he preto what Samuel said. They said, ”We do
dicts comes true. Let us go and talk to him.
not care about what you say! We want a
Perhaps he can tell us where we can go to
king! 20 We want to be like the other naﬁnd the donkeys.”
tions. We want a king to rule us and to
7
Saul replied to the servant, “If we go to
lead our soldiers when they go to ﬁght.”
talk
with him, we should give a gift to him,
21
When Samuel told Yahweh what the
but what can we give to him? We have no
people had said, 22 Yahweh replied, “Do
more food in our sacks. Do we have anywhat they are telling you to do. Give them
thing else to give to him?”
a king!” So Samuel agreed, and then he
8
The servant replied, “Look at this! I have
sent the people home.
a small piece of silver. I can give this to
him, and then he will tell us where to go
to ﬁnd the donkeys.” 9-11 Saul said, “Very
good, let us go talk to him.” So they went
to the town where the prophet lived. As
1
Now there was a rich and inﬂuential they were going up the hill into the town,
man, whose name was Kish. He belonged they met some young women who were
to the tribe descended from Benjamin. coming out of the town to get some waKish was son of Abiel and the grandson of ter from a well. One of them asked the
Zeror. He was from the family of Bekorath women, “Is the seer in the town today?”
and from the clan of Aphiah. 2 Kish had a They said that because previously, if peoson whose name was Saul. He was more ple in Israel wanted a message from God,
handsome than any of the other Israelite they would say, “Let us go to the seer,” and
men, and he was a head taller than any of people who now are called prophets were
the other Israelite men.
at that time called seers, or “those who
12
The women
3
One day, some of Kish’s female donkeys see visions from God.”
wandered off. So Kish told Saul, “Take replied, ”Yes, he is in the town. In fact,
one of my servants with you, and go and he is walking on the road ahead of you.
search for the donkeys!” 4 So Saul did He arrived in the town today because the
that. He took a servant, and they walked people are going to offer a sacriﬁce on the
the people gather to worship
through the hill country where the de- altar where
13
If you go quickly, you will have
scendants of Ephraim lived, and then they God.
time
to
talk
to him before he goes there.
went through the regions of Shalishah and
Shaalim, and then they went through all The people who have been invited will
the region belonging to the tribue of Ben- not start eating until he arrives there and
jamin, but they could not ﬁnd the don- blesses the sacriﬁce.”

Chapter 9

keys.

14

So Saul and the servant entered the
town. As they went through the gates,
5
Finally, they came to the region of Zuph.
they saw Samuel as he was coming toward
Then Saul said to the servant, “Let us go
them; he was on his way to where people
back home. If we do not do that, my father
were going to offer sacriﬁces.
will stop worrying about the donkeys and
15
On the previous day, Yahweh had told
start worrying about us.”
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Samuel, 16 “At this time tomorrow, I will
send to you a man from the land where
the descendants of Benjamin live. Pour
olive oil on his head to indicate that he will
be the leader of my Israelite people. I have
seen that my people are suffering because
the Philistine people are oppressing them,
and I have heard my people as they have
called out to me for help. The man whom
you anoint will rescue my people from the
power of the Philistine people.”
17

24

So the cook brought the leg and the meat
that was on it; he set it in front of Saul.
Samuel said to Saul, “Start eating it. I told
the cook to save this for you, so that you
could eat it at this time, when all these people whom I invited are here.” So Saul and
Samuel ate together.
25

After they ﬁnished eating, they returned to the town. Then Samuel took
Saul up to the ﬂat roof of his house, and
talked with him there.

When Samuel saw Saul, Yahweh said to 26 As the sun was rising the next mornhim, “This is the man I told you about yes- ing, Samuel called up to Saul, “Get up! It
terday! He is the one who will rule my peo- is time for me to send you on the road
ple!”
back home.” So Samuel got up, and later
18
Saul saw Samuel at the town gate, but he Samuel and Saul left the house together.
did not know that it was Samuel. He went 27 When they got to the edge of the
over to him and asked him, “Can you tell town, Samuel told Saul to send his servant
me, where is the house of the man who ahead. After the servant left, Samuel said
sees visions from God?”
to Saul, “Stay here for a few minutes, in
19

Samuel replied, ”I am that man. Go
ahead of me with your servant to the place
where the people make sacriﬁces. Both
of you will eat with me today. Tomorrow morning I will tell you what you are
wanting to know, and then I will send
20
Also, do not worry anyyou home.
more about those donkeys that wandered
away three days ago. Someone has found
them.”
21

Saul replied, “I am from the tribe of
Benjamin, the smallest of all tribes! And
my family is the least important family in
our tribe! So why are you talking to me
like this, about the Israelite people wanting me and my family?”
22

Then Samuel brought Saul and the servant into the big dining room, and told
them to sit at the head of the table, indicating that he was honoring them more than
he was honoring the thirty people who
had been invited. 23 Then Samuel told
the cook, “Bring to me the special piece of
meat that I told you to set aside.”

order that I can give you a message I received from God.”

Chapter 10
1

Then Samuel took a small jar of olive
oil and poured some of it on Saul’s head.
Then he kissed Saul on the cheek, and
told him, ”I am doing this because Yahweh
has chosen you to be the leader of his Israelite people. 2 When you leave me today, and when you arrive near Rachel’s
tomb at Zelzah, in the region of the tribe
of Benjamin, you will meet two men. They
will say to you, ‘The donkeys have been
found, but now your father is worrying
about you, and he is asking people if they
have seen you.’
3

When you arrive at the large oak tree
at the town of Tabor, you will see three
men coming toward you. They will be on
their way to worship God at Bethel. One
of them will be leading three young goats,
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one will be carrying three loaves of bread,
and one will be carrying a container of
wine. 4 They will greet you, and they will
offer you two of the loaves of bread. Accept them.
5

When you arrive at the hill where people worship God near the town of Gibeah,
where there is a camp where the Philistine soldiers stay, you will meet a group of
prophets who will be coming down from
the altar on top of the hill. There will be
people in front of them who will be playing various musical instruments: A harp,
a tambourine, a ﬂute, and a lyre. And
all of them will be shouting out messages
from God. 6 At that time the Spirit of Yahweh will come upon you, and you also will
shout out in the same way. You will be
changed, so that you will become like a different person. 7 After those things occur,
do whatever you think is right to do, because God is with you.

12

One of the men who lived there replied,
“It does not matter who the parents of
these other prophets are. What matters
is that, amazingly, Saul is speaking messages from God.” And that is why, when
people are very skeptical about some report, they think about what happened to
Saul and say, “Is Saul really one of the
prophets?” 13 When Saul ﬁnished speaking the messages that God gave him, he
went to the place where the people offered sacriﬁces.
14

Later, Saul’s uncle saw him there, and
asked him, “Where did you go?” Saul
replied, “We went to look for the donkeys. When we could not ﬁnd them, we
came here to ask Samuel if he could tell
us where they were.”
15

Saul’s uncle replied, “What did Samuel
tell you?”
16

Saul replied, “He assured us that someone
had found the donkeys.” But he did
8
Then go ahead of me, down to the city
not tell his uncle what Samuel had said
of Gilgal, and wait for me for seven days.
about him becoming the king of Israel.
Then I will join you there to burn sacriﬁces and offer other sacriﬁces to enable 17 Later Samuel summoned the people of
you to continue to have fellowship with Israel to gather at Mizpah to hear a mesGod. When I arrive there, I will tell you sage from Yahweh. 18 After they arrived,
what other things you should do.”
he said to them, ”This is what Yahweh, the
God we Israelite people worship, says: ’I
9
As Saul started to leave there, God
brought you Israelite people out of Egypt.
changed Saul’s inner being. And all the
I rescued your ancestors from the power
things that Samuel had predicted hapof the rulers of Egypt and from all the
pened on that day. 10 When Saul and
other kings who oppressed them. 19 I am
his servant arrived at Gibeah, they saw
the one who saves you from all your trousome prophets who were speaking mesbles and diﬃculties. But you have shown
sages that came directly from God. As the
that you do not want to worship me. Inprophets were approaching Saul and his
stead, you have asked me to select a man
servant, God’s Spirit came upon Saul powto rule you as king. So now, your tribal
erfully, and he also began to shout out
and clan leaders must gather in my presmessages from God. 11 When people who
ence.’”
had known Saul previously heard him doing what the prophets were doing, they 20 When those representatives came near
said to each other, “What has happened to Samuel, God indicated that he had choto this son of Kish? Is he now really one of sen someone from the tribe descended
from Benjamin. 21 Then Samuel told repthe prophets?”
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resentatives of the tribe of Benjamin to
come forward, and God indicated that
from that tribe he had chosen someone
from the family of Matri, and then God indicated that from the family of Matri he
had chosen Saul son of Kish. But when
they looked for Saul, they could not ﬁnd
him. 22 So they asked Yahweh, “Has someone else been chosen, perhaps?” Yahweh
replied, “The man is hiding among the
army equipment.”
23

So they quickly went there and found
Saul, and brought him in front of all the
people. They could see that truly he was
a head taller than anyone else. 24 Then
Samuel said to all the people there, “This
is the king whom Yahweh has chosen for
you. Truly, there is no one else like him in
all Israel!” All the people shouted, “May
this king live a long time!”
25

Jabesh appointed someone who said to Nahash, “Make an agreement with us not to
kill us, and then we will let you rule us.”
2

Nahash replied, “I will do that if you do
one thing. Allow us to gouge out all the
right eyes of your people. By doing that
we will cause the people in other countries to despise all you Israelite people.”
3

The leaders of Jabesh replied, “Do not
attack us for the next seven days. During that time, we will send messengers
throughout Israel to tell them what you
are demanding. If no one will help us,
then we will surrender to you.”
4

So the leaders of Jabesh sent messengers
throughout Israel. When the messengers
came to Gibeah, which was the city where
Saul lived, and they told the people there
about the situation, everyone started to
cry. 5 At that time, Saul was plowing in
the ﬁeld. When he returned home, he
asked, “Why are all the people crying?” So
they told him what the messengers from
Jabesh had reported.

Then Samuel told the people what
things that the king would force them to
do, and all the things the king was required to do. He wrote all those things in a
scroll, and then he put it in the place of the
temple where Yahweh was. Then Samuel 6 Then God’s Spirit came powerfully upon
sent all the people home.
Saul, and he became very angry because
26
When Saul returned to his home in the of what Nahash wanted to do. 7 He took
town of Gibeah, a group of courageous two of his oxen and killed them and cut
men decided to continually accompany them into pieces. Then he sent messenSaul. They did that because God moti- gers carrying those pieces throughout Isvated them to do that. 27 But some worth- rael to tell people this message: “Saul says
less men said, “How can this man save us that he cut this ox in pieces, and that he
from our enemies?” They despised him will do the same thing to the oxen of anyand refused to give him any gifts to show one who refuses to come with him and
that they would be loyal to him. But Saul Samuel to ﬁght the army from Ammon!”
Then Yahweh caused all the people of Isdid not say anything to rebuke them.
rael to be afraid of what Saul might do
to them if they did not go and help Saul.
So the men all gathered together. 8 When
Saul counted them at Bezek, he saw that
there were 300,000 Israelite men there, as
1
About a month later, King Nahash of Amwell as thirty thousand men from the tribe
mon led his army across the Jordan River,
of Judah.
and they surrounded the city of Jabesh in
the region of Gilead. But all the men of 9 So Saul sent messengers back to the peo-

Chapter 11
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ple at Jabesh to tell them, “We will rescue you by the time the weather is hot tomorrow morning.” The messengers went
and told the people of Jabesh, who became
very happy when they heard the news. 10
Then the men of Jabesh told Nahash, “Tomorrow we will surrender to you, and
then you can do to us whatever you want
to.”
11

with you now, but I have appointed Saul
instead of one of them, and he is now your
leader. I am now old, and my hair is gray.
I have been your leader ever since I was a
boy. 3 Now tell me, while Yahweh is listening, and while the king whom he has chosen is listening, whose ox or donkey have I
stolen during all those years? Whom have
I cheated? Whom have I oppressed badly?
From whom have I accepted a bribe, in
order that I would ignore the evil things
he had done? If I have done any of these
things, tell me, and I will pay back what I
owe.”

But before the sun rose the next morning, Saul and his army arrived. He divided
them into three groups. They rushed into
the camp of the soldiers from Ammon,
and attacked them. By noontime they had
killed most of them, and those who were 4 They replied, “No, you have never
not killed scattered. Each of them who ran cheated anyone or oppressed anyone or
away ran away alone.
accepted a bribe from anyone.”
12

Then the people of Jabesh said to 5 Then Samuel said, “Today Yahweh can
Samuel, “Where are those men who said testify, and the king whom you chose can
that they did not want Saul to be our king? testify, that I have not taken a bribe from
Bring them here, and we will kill them!” anyone.” They replied, “Yes, Yahweh can
13
But Saul replied, “No, we are not going say that he knows that is true.”

to execute anyone today, because this is 6 Samuel continued by saying, ”Yahweh is
the day that Yahweh has saved us Israelite the one who appointed Moses and Aaron
people. It is a day to rejoice, not to kill any- to lead our ancestors. He is the one who
one.”
brought them out of Egypt. And he is the
14
Then Samuel said to the people, “Let us one who will testify that what I am say7
all go to Gilgal, and there we will again ing is true. Now while Yahweh is listenproclaim that Saul is our king.” 15 So they ing, stand here quietly while I accuse you
went to Gilgal. There, knowing that Yah- and tell you that your requesting a king inweh was watching, they proclaimed that stead of trusting Yahweh to lead you was
Saul was their king. Then they offered sac- wrong. I will do that by reminding you
riﬁces to enable them to continue to have of all the great miracles that Yahweh perfellowship with Yahweh. And Saul and formed for you and your ancestors.
all the other Israelite people were very 8 Many years after our ancestor Jacob
happy.
went to Egypt, his descendants pleaded to
Yahweh to help them. So Yahweh sent
Moses and Aaron to them, and they led
our ancestors out of Egypt, and eventually
they settled in this land.

Chapter 12
1

Then Samuel said this to all the Israelite 9 But our ancestors soon forgot about
people: ”I have done everything that you Yahweh, their God. So he allowed Sistold me to do, and I have given a king to era, the commander of the army from Harule you. 2 My own sons are grown up and zor, to defeat them. He also allowed the
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Philistines and the army of the king of
Moab to ﬁght our ancestors and defeat
10
them.
Then our ancestors pleaded
with Yahweh again to help them. They admitted, ‘Yahweh, we have sinned, and we
have forsaken you. We have worshiped
idols that represent the god Baal and the
goddess Ashtoreth. But if you rescue us
from our enemies, we will worship you
only.’ 11 So Yahweh sent men such as
Gideon, Barak, Jephthah, and me to save
you. And as a result, you did not have to
worry about any enemies attacking you.
12

But now, when King Nahash of Ammon
came with his army to attack you, you
were afraid. So you came to me, and said,
‘We want a king to rule us,’ even though
Yahweh was already your king! 13 So now,
look, here is the king whom you have chosen. You asked for a king, and Yahweh
has now appointed a king for you. 14 If
you honor Yahweh and if you serve him,
and if you listen to what he says and obey
what he commands, and if you and the
king who rules over you do what Yahweh
your God wants you to do, things will go
well for you all. 15 But if you do not listen to what Yahweh says, if you disobey
what he commands, then he will punish
you, just as he punished our ancestors.
16

Now stand here quietly and see the
great thing that Yahweh is about to do.
17
You know that it does not rain at this
time of the year, during the time when
you harvest wheat. But I will ask Yahweh
to send thunder and lightning and rain today. When he does that, you will realize
that Yahweh considers that you have done
a very wicked thing by requesting a king.”

requesting a king! Pray to Yahweh, your
God, in order that we will not die because
of having done that!”
20

Samuel replied, ”Do not be afraid! You
have done this evil thing, but do not stop
doing the things that Yahweh wants you
to do. Instead, serve Yahweh with your
whole inner being. 21 Do not abandon Yahweh and worship useless idols. They cannot help you or save you from your enemies, because they are truly useless. 22
Yahweh decided to make us his people.
So he will not abandon us people whom
he has chosen, because he would injure
his own reputation of being completely
faithful if he did that. 23 But as for me,
I have solemnly promised that I will not
sin against Yahweh by ceasing to pray for
you. And I will continue to teach you what
things are good and right for you to do.
24
But you must honor Yahweh and serve
him with your whole inner being. Never
forget all the great things that he has done
for you. 25 If you keep doing wicked things,
he will get rid of you and your king!”

Chapter 13
1

Saul was thirty years old when he began
to reign. He ruled for forty years.
2

Some years after he became king, he
chose three thousand men from the Israelite army to go with him to ﬁght the
Philistines. Then he sent the other soldiers back home. Of the men he chose,
two thousand stayed with Saul at Micmash and in the hill country near Bethel,
18
Then Samuel prayed to Yahweh, and and a thousand stayed with Saul’s son
Yahweh caused it to thunder and lightning Jonathan at Gibeah, in the area of the tribe
and rain. So all the people became very of Benjamin.
afraid of Yahweh and of Samuel.
3
Jonathan and the men who were
19
They cried out to Samuel, “Pray for us! with him attacked the Philistine soldiers
We have added to our previous sins by who were camped at Geba. The other
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Philistines heard about that. So Saul realized that the army of Philistia would
probably come to ﬁght the Israelites again.
So Saul sent messengers to blow trumpets throughout Israel to gather the people together and proclaim to them, “All
you Hebrews need to hear that now the
Philistines will start a war with us!” 4 The
messengers told the rest of the army to
gather together with Saul at Gilgal. And
all the people in Israel heard the news.
People were saying, “Saul’s army has attacked the Philistine camp, with the result
that now the Philistines hate us Israelites
very much.”

So the men did that. 10 And just as he was
ﬁnished burning these offerings, Samuel
arrived. Saul went to greet him.
11

Samuel saw what Saul had done, and he
said to Saul, “Why have you done this?”
Saul replied, ”I saw that my men were
leaving me and running away, and that
you did not come here during the time
that you said that you would come, and
that the Philistine army was gathering together at Micmash.
12

So I thought, ‘The Philistine army is going to attack us here at Gilgal, and I have
not yet asked Yahweh to bless us.’ So I felt
it was necessary to offer the burnt offer5
The Philistines gathered together and ings to seek God’s blessings.”
were given equipment to ﬁght the Is13
Samuel replied, ”What you did was very
raelites. The Philistines had three thousand chariots and six thousand chariot foolish! You have not obeyed what Yahdrivers. Their soldiers seemed to be as weh, your God, commanded about sacrimany as grains of sand on the seashore. ﬁces. If you had obeyed him, God would
They went up and set up their tents at have allowed you and your descendants
14
But now
Micmash, to the east of Beth Aven, that to rule Israel for a long time.
is, Bethel. 6 The Philistines attacked the because of what you have done, you will
Israelites very strongly, and the Israelite die, and after you die, none of your desoldiers realized that they were in a very scendants will continue to rule. Yahweh is
bad situation. So many of the Israelite sol- seeking a man to be king who be just the
diers hid in caves and holes in the ground, kind of person that he wants him to be, so
or among the rocks, or in pits, or in wells. that he can appoint him to be the leader
7
Some of them crossed the Jordan River of his people. Yahweh will do this beand went to the area where the region cause you have not obeyed what he comof the tribe of Gad and to the region of manded.”
Gilead.
15
Then Samuel left Gilgal and went up to
But Saul stayed at Gilgal. All the soldiers
who were with him were shaking because
they were so afraid. 8 Saul waited seven
days, which was the number of days that
Samuel had told him to wait for him. But
Samuel did not come to Gilgal during that
time, so many of the men in Saul’s army
began to leave him and run away. 9 So
Saul said to the soldiers, “Bring to me an
animal to be completely burned on the altar and one for the offering to enable us
to continue to have fellowship with God.”

Gibeah. Saul stayed at Gilgal with his soldiers. There were only about six hundred
of them left who did not run away.
16

Saul and his son Jonathan and the soldiers who were with them went to the city
of Geba in the area of the tribe of Benjamin and set up their tents there. The
Philistine army set up their tents at Mic17
Three groups of Philistia solmash.
diers soon left the place where their army
was staying, and went and made raids on
Israelite towns. One group went north to-
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ward the city of Ophrah in the region of
Shual. 18 One group went west to the city
of Beth Horon. The third group went toward the Israelite border, above Zeboim
Valley, near the wilderness.

soldiers who were with him were sitting
around a pomegranate tree at a place
where the people threshed grain, near
Gibeah. 3 Ahijah the priest was also there,
one of those who wore the sacred apron.
Ahijah son of Ahitub, who was a brother
19
At that time, there were no men in Isof Ichabod. Ichabod and Ahitub were the
rael who were blacksmiths. The people
sons of Phinehas son of Eli, who had been
of Philistia would not permit the Israelites
Yahweh’s priest at Shiloh.
to have men who could do that, because
they were afraid that they would make Now no one knew that Jonathan had left
iron swords and spears for the Hebrews to the Israelite camp.
use. 20 So whenever the Israelites needed 4
Jonathan planned that he and the young
to sharpen the blades of their plows, or
man would go through a narrow pass to
picks, or axes, or sickles, they were forced
get to where the Philistine army was. The
to take those things to a Philistine man
cliff on one side of the pass was named
who could sharpen those things. 21 They
Bozez, and the other cliff was named
needed to pay about eight grams of silver
Seneh. 5 One cliff faced north toward
for the sharpening of their plow blades
Michmash, and the cliff on the other side
and their picks. They needed to pay about
faced south toward the town of Geba.
four grams of silver for the sharpening of
6
their axes or sickles, or to straighten the Jonathan said to the young man who carried his weapons, “Come with me. We will
goads used to drive the oxen.
go to where those pagans have set up their
22
So because the Israelites could not make tents. Perhaps Yahweh will help us. It
swords and spears our of iron, at the time does not matter whether we are only two
when the Israelites fought against the men or many people; nothing can stop
army of Philistia. Saul and Jonathan were Yahweh from enabling us to defeat them.”
the only Israelite men who had swords.
7
The young man who was carrying
None of the others had a sword. They had
only bows and arrows and some kinds of Jonathan’s weapons said, “Do what you
think is the best thing for us to do. I will
other weapons.
be helping you.”
23
Before the battle started, some Philis8
Then Jonathan said, ”Very well, come
tine men went to the mountain pass outwith me. We will cross the valley to where
side Micmash to guard it.
the Philistine army is, and allow them to
see us. 9 If they then say to us, ‘You two
stay there until we come down to you,’ we
will stay there and not go up to them. 10
But if they say to us, ‘Come up here,’ that
1
One day, Jonathan said to the young man will show us that Yahweh will enable us to
who carried his weapons, “Come with me; defeat them. Then we will go up and ﬁght
we will go over to where the Philistine sol- them.”
diers have put up their tents.” So they 11
When the two of them crossed the valwent, but Jonathan did not tell his father
ley, the Philistine soldiers saw them comwhat they were going to do.
ing. They said, “Look! The Hebrews are
2
On that day, Saul and the six hundred crawling out of the holes in which they
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have been hiding!” 12 Then the Philistine
soldiers who were closest to Jonathan and
the young man who carried his weapons
said, “Come up here, and we will teach
you something about how to ﬁght!”
Jonathan said to the young man who was
with him, “Come behind me and climb up,
because Yahweh is going to help us to defeat them!” 13 So Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and his feet because it was
very steep. The young man climbed up
following him. As Jonathan climbed, he
struck and killed many Philistine soldiers,
and the young man who was with him
killed many more as he followed behind
Jonathan. 14 In that ﬁrst battle the two
of them killed about twenty Philistine soldiers in an area that was a half-hectare.
15

Then all the other Philistine soldiers, the
ones in the camp and the ones who had
been attacking the Israelite towns, ones
who were out in the ﬁeld much closer,
panicked. Then God caused the ground
to shake, and they all became terriﬁed
afraid.
16

Saul’s lookouts were in the town of
Gibeah in the region of the tribe of Benjamin. They saw that the soldiers of the
Philistine army were running away in all
directions. 17 Saul realized that some of
his soldiers must have attacked the Philistine army. So he said to the soldiers who
were with him, “Check to see if any of our
men are not here.” So they checked, and
found out that Jonathan and the man who
carried his weapons were gone.

20

Then Saul gathered his men and they
went toward the battle. They found that
the Philistine soldiers were so confused
that they were striking each other with
their swords. 21 Before that, some of the
Hebrew men had deserted their army and
gone to join with the Philistine army. But
now those men revolted and joined with
Saul and Jonathan and the other Israelite
22
Some of the Israelite solsoldiers.
diers had previously run away and hidden in the mountains where the tribe of
Ephraim lived. But when they heard that
the Philistine soldiers were running away,
they came down and joined the other Israelite soldiers and pursued the Philistine soldiers. 23 So Yahweh rescued the
Israelites on that day. The Israelite soldiers continued to pursue their enemies
beyond the town of Beth Aven.
24

Before Saul’s soldiers went to the battle,
Saul declared to them solemnly, ”I do not
want any of you to eat any food before this
evening, before we have defeated all our
enemies. If anyone eats anything, Yahweh
will curse because they were very hungry.
25

The Israelite army went into the forest, and they found honeycombs on the
ground, but they did not eat any honey. 26
They were afraid to eat any, because they
had solemnly promised that they would
not eat any food. 27 But Jonathan did not
hear that his father had bound the people by a solemn promise. Jonathan had
left the camp very early in the morning
and when he saw a honeycomb, he dipped
the end of his walking stick into it and ate
some honey. After he ate the honey, he
18
So Saul said to Ahijah the priest, “Bring
felt stronger.
the sacred chest here.” For the Israelite
people had been carrying the sacred chest 28 But one of the Israelite soldiers saw him
with them. 19 But while Saul was talking and said to him, “Your father solemnly deto the priest, he saw that the Philistine sol- clared to us that Yahweh would curse anydiers were becoming more panicked. So one who ate any food today. So now we
Saul said to Ahijah, “Do not bring the sa- are very tired and weak from being huncred chest at this time.”
gry because we obeyed him.” 29 Jonathan
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exclaimed, ”My father had caused trouble
for all of us! See how refreshed I am after
eating a little honey! 30 If he had permitted all of us to eat from the food we took
from our enemies while we were pursuing them, we would have been able to kill
many more of their soldiers!”
31

The Israelites pursued and killed Philistine soldiers all that day, from Micmash
town west to Aijalon. But they continued to become more weak from being
hungry. 32 They had taken many sheep
and cattle that the Philistine soldiers had
abandoned. Now, because they were extremely hungry, they butchered some of
those animals and ate the meat without
draining the blood from the animals. 33
One of the soldiers told Saul, “Look! The
men are sinning against Yahweh by eating
meat that still has blood in it!”

So Saul asked God, “Should we chase the
Philistine soldiers? Will you enable us to
defeat them?” But God did not answer
Saul that day.
38

Then Saul summoned all the leaders of
his army. He said to them, ”I am sure that
God has not answered me because someone has sinned. We must ﬁnd out what sin
someone has committed. 39 Yahweh has
rescued us from the Philistine army. Just
as surely as Yahweh is alive, whoever has
sinned must be executed. Even if it is my
son Jonathan who has sinned, he must be
executed.”
His men knew who was guilty, but none
of them said anything to Saul. 40 Then
Saul said to all the Israelite soldiers, “You
stand on one side. My son Jonathan and I
will stand on the other side.”

His men replied, “Do whatever you think
Saul replied to the men who were near
is best.” 41 Then Saul prayed to Yahweh,
him, “They have disobeyed Yahweh! Roll
the Israelites’ God, “Tell me who is guilty
a large stone over here!”
and who is not guilty.” Then the priest
34
After they did that, he said to those men, cast lots, and they indicated that it was ei“Go and tell all the soldiers that each of ther Jonathan or Saul who was the guilty
them must bring an ox or a sheep to me, one, and that the other men were not
and kill it here on this stone, and drain guilty. 42 Then Saul said to the priest,
the blood before he eats any of the meat. “Throw the stones again to indicate which
They should not sin against Yahweh by of us two is guilty.” So he did, and the
eating meat from some animal without stones indicated that Jonathan was the
draining its blood.” So that night all the guilty one.
soldiers brought animals and slaughtered 43
Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me
them there. Then Saul built an altar to
what you have done that was wrong.”
35
That was the ﬁrst
worship Yahweh.
Jonathan replied, “I ate a little bit of honey.
time that he built an altar for Yahweh.
It was only a little bit that was on the end
36
Then Saul said to the Israelite solof my stick. Do I deserve to be executed bediers, “Let us chase the Philistine soldiers
cause of doing that?” 44 Saul replied, “Yes,
tonight. We can attack them all night. We
you must be executed! I hope that God
will not allow any of them to escape alive.”
will strike me and kill me if you are not
The Israelite soldiers answered, “We will executed for having done that!”
do whatever you think is the best thing for 45
But the Israelite soldiers said to Saul,
us to do.”
“Jonathan has won a great victory for all
But the priest said, “We should ask Yah- us Israelites. Should he be executed for
weh what he thinks we should do.” 37 eating some honey ? Certainly not! Just as
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Egypt. 3 So now go with your army and
attack the Amalek people group. Destroy
them completely—destroy them and everything that belongs to them—the men
and women, their children and infants,
So by saying that the Israelite soldiers restheir cattle and sheep and camels and doncued Jonathan, and he was not executed.
keys. Do not spare any of them!’”
46
Then Saul ordered his soldiers to stop
pursuing the Philistine army, so the Philis- 4 So Saul summoned the army, and they
tine soldiers returned to their homes.
gathered at Telaim town. There were
47
After Saul became the ruler, he fought 200,000 soldiers. Ten thousand of them
were
against enemies on every side. He fought were from Judah, and the others
5
Then
Saul
from
the
other
Israelite
tribes.
against Moab, the Ammonites, Edom, the
kings of Zobah, and the Philistines. Wher- went with his army to a town where some
ever the Israelite army fought, they de- of the Amalek people group lived. The
48
feated their enemies.
Saul’s army army prepared to attack6 them suddenly
Then Saul sent
fought bravely and defeated the very tall by hiding in the valley.
descendants of Amalek. His army rescued this message to the Kenite people group
the Israelites from those who had plun- who lived in that area: “You acted kindly
toward all our Israelite ancestors when
dered them.
they left Egypt. But we are going to kill all
49
Saul’s sons were Jonathan, Ishbosheth, of the Amalek people group, because they
and Malki-Shua. He also had two daugh- opposed our ancestors. So move away
ters, Merab and her younger sister Michal. from where the Amalek people group live.
50
Saul’s wife was Ahinoam, the daugh- If you do not move away, you will be killed
ter of Ahimaaz. The commander of Saul’s when they are killed.” So when the Kenarmy was Abner son of Saul’s uncle Ner. 51 ite people group heard that, they immediSaul’s father Kish and Abner’s father Ner ately left that area.
were both sons of Abiel.
7
Then Saul’s army slaughtered the
52
All the time that Saul was alive, his army Amalek people group, from the town of
fought against the Philistine army. And Havilah in the east to the town of Shur in
whenever Saul saw a young man who was the west. Shur was at the border between
brave and strong, he forced him to join his Israel and Egypt. 8 Saul’s army captured
army.
Agag, the king of the Amalek people group,
but they killed everyone else. 9 They not
only spared Agag, but they also took the
best sheep and goats and cattle. They took
everything that was good. They destroyed
only the animals that they considered to
1
One day Samuel said to Saul, ”Yahweh
be worthless.
sent me to appoint you to be the king
of the Israelite people. So now listen to 10 Then Yahweh said to Samuel, 11 “I am
this message from Yahweh: 2 Yahweh, sorry that I appointed Saul to be your king,
commander of the angel armies, has de- because he has stopped worshiping me.
clared this: ’I am going to punish the He has not obeyed what I commanded
descendants of Amalek for attacking the him to do.” Samuel was very disturbed
Israelite people after the Israelites left when he heard that, and he cried out to
surely as Yahweh lives, we will not allow
you to injure him in any manner, because
today God helped Jonathan to kill many
soldiers of the Philistine army!”

Chapter 15
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22

Yahweh all that night.

But Samuel replied,

12

Early the next morning, Samuel got up
”Which do you think pleases Yahweh
and went to talk with Saul. But some- more, animals that are completely burned
one told Samuel, “Saul went to the city of on the altar and other sacriﬁces,
Carmel, where he has set up a monument
or people obeying him ?
to honor himself. Now he has left there
It is better to obey Yahweh than to offer
and gone down to Gilgal.”
sacriﬁces to him.
13
When Samuel arrived at Gilgal and
It is better to pay attention to what he
came to Saul, Saul said, “I wish that Yahweh may bless you! I have obeyed what says than to burn the fat of rams, which
God said should be sacriﬁced to him.
Yahweh told me to do.”
23
To rebel against God is as sinful as
But Samuel replied, “If that is true, why
is it that I hear cattle mooing and I hear doing sorcery,
sheep bleating?”
and being stubborn is as sinful as wor15
Saul replied, “The soldiers took them shiping idols.
from the Amalek people group. They
So, because you disobeyed what Yahsaved the best sheep and cattle, in order
weh told you to do,
to offer them as sacriﬁces to Yahweh, your
he has declared that you will no longer
God. But we have completely destroyed
be
king.”
all the others.”
14

Samuel said to Saul, “Stop talking! Al- 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, ”Yes, I have
low me to tell you what Yahweh said to me sinned. I disobeyed what you told me to
do, which is what Yahweh commanded. I
last night.”
did that because I was afraid of what my
Saul replied, “Tell me what he said.” 17
men would say if I did not do what they
Samuel said, ”Previously you did not think
wanted. So I did what they demanded.
that you were important. But now you 25
But now, please forgive me for having
have become the leader of the tribes of Issinned. And come back with me to where
rael. Yahweh appointed you to be their
the people are in order that I may worship
king. 18 And Yahweh sent you to do someYahweh.”
thing for him. He said to you, ‘Go and get
rid of all those sinful people, the Amalek 26 But Samuel replied, “No, I will not go
people group. Attack them and kill all back with you. You have rejected what
of them.’ 19 So why did you not obey Yahweh commanded you to do. So he has
Yahweh? Why did you take the plunder rejected you, and declared that you will
for yourself instead of destroying it? You no longer be the king of Israel. So I do not
have done what Yahweh says is evil, and want to talk anymore with you, either.”
he knows it!”
27
As Samuel turned to leave, Saul tried to
16

20

Saul replied to Samuel, ”I did what Yahweh sent me to do! I brought back King
Agag, but we killed everyone else! 21 My
men brought back only the best sheep and
cattle and other things, in order to sacriﬁce them to Yahweh your God here at Gilgal.”

stop him by grabbing the edge of Samuel’s
robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him,
”Today Yahweh has torn away from you
the kingdom of Israel. He will appoint
someone else to be king, someone who is a
better man than you are. 29 And since the
one who is the glorious God of the Israelite
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people does not lie, he will not change his
mind. Humans sometimes change their
minds, but God does not do that, because
he is not a human.”
30

Then Saul pleaded again. He said, “I
know that I have sinned. But please
honor me in front of the leaders of the
Israelite people and in front of all the
other Israelite people by coming back to
them with me in order that I may worship
Yahweh your God.” 31 So Samuel ﬁnally
agreed to do that, and they went together
back to where the people were, and Saul
worshiped Yahweh there.
32

Then Samuel said, “Bring King Agag
to me.” So they brought Agag to him.
Agag was brought before him, and he was
locked in chains. He thought, “Surely the
bitterness of death is past!”

go to Bethlehem to anoint someone with
the oil, and appoint him to be king. I am
sending you there to a man named Jesse,
because I have chosen one of his sons to
be the king of Israel.”
2

But Samuel said, “I am afraid to go. If
Saul hears that I have appointed someone
else to be king, he will kill me.” Yahweh
answered, ”Take with you a female cow
that has not calved, and say to people that
you have come to kill it and offer it as a
sacriﬁce to me.
3

Invite Jesse to come to the sacriﬁce.
When he comes, I will show you what you
should do. And I will show you which of
his sons I have chosen to be the king. Then
you should anoint him with the olive oil to
be the king.”
4

Samuel did what Yahweh told him to do.
He went to Bethlehem. When the town
”You have killed the sons of many leaders came to him, they trembled, because they were worried that Samuel had
women with your sword,
come to rebuke them about something.
so now your mother will no longer One of them asked him, “Have you come
have a son.”
to speak peacefully to us?”
33

But Samuel said to him,

And Samuel cut Agag into pieces with his 5 Samuel replied, “Yes. I have come peacesword, there at Gilgal, where the Israelites fully, to make a sacriﬁce to Yahweh. Set
worshiped Yahweh.
yourself apart for the honor of Yahweh,
34
Then Samuel left there and returned to and then come with me to where they will
his home in Ramah, and Saul went to his offer the sacriﬁce.” Then Samuel set apart
home in Gibeah. 35 Samuel never saw Saul Jesse to do what honors God, along with
again, but he was very sad about what his sons, and then he invited them to the
Saul had done. And Yahweh was very sacriﬁce.
sorry that he had appointed Saul to be the 6 When they arrived there, Samuel looked
king of Israel.
at Jesse’s oldest son Eliab, and thought,
“Surely this is the one whom Yahweh has
appointed be king!”

Chapter 16
1

7

Finally, Yahweh said to Samuel, “I have
decided that I will not allow Saul to continue to be the king. So you should not
keep feeling sad about what he has done.
Put some olive oil in a small container and

But Yahweh said to Samuel, “Do not
think that he is the one whom I have chosen because of his being handsome and
very tall, because I have not chosen him.
I do not evaluate people as people do. You
people evaluate people by their appearance, but I evaluate people by what is in
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their inner beings.”
8

Then Jesse told his next oldest son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front
of Samuel. But when he did that, Samuel
said, “Yahweh has not chosen this one, either.” 9 Then Jesse told his next oldest son
Shammah to step forward. He stepped forward, but Samuel said, “Yahweh has not
chosen this one, either.” 10 Similarly, Jesse
told his other four sons to walk in front
of Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “Yahweh has not chosen any of these sons of
yours.” 11 Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Do
you have any other sons?” Jesse replied,
“My youngest son is not here; he is out
in the ﬁelds taking care of the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send someone to bring him
here! We will not sit down to eat until he
gets here.”

Then you will calm down and you will be
well again.”
17

Saul replied, “Fine, ﬁnd for me a man
who can play the harp well, and bring him
to me.”
18

One of his servants said to him, “A man
named Jesse, in the city of Bethlehem, has
a son who plays the harp very well. Furthermore, he is a brave man, and is a capable soldier. He is handsome and he always speaks wisely. And Yahweh always
protects him.”
19

So Saul sent some messengers to Jesse.
He told them to say to Jesse, “Send your
son David to me, the one who takes care of
sheep.” 20 So after they went and told that
to Jesse, he agreed and got a young goat, a
container of wine, a donkey on which he
put some loaves of bread and gave them
12
So Jesse sent someone to bring David to David to take to Saul as a present.
there. And when David arrived, Samuel 21
Then David went to Saul and started
saw that he was handsome and healthy,
and had bright eyes. Then Yahweh said, to work for him. Saul liked David very
“This is the one whom I have chosen; much, and he became the man who carried Saul’s weapons when Saul went to
anoint him to be king.”
ﬁght in battles. 22 Then Saul sent a mes13
So as David stood there in front of his senger to go to Jesse and tell him, “I am
older brothers, Samuel took the container pleased with David. Please let him stay
of oil that he had brought and poured here and work for me.”
some of it on David’s head to set him apart 23
Jesse agreed, and after that, whenever
to serve God. After they all ate, Samuel
the evil spirit whom God sent tormented
left there and returned to Ramah. But YahSaul, David played the harp. Then Saul
weh’s Spirit came on David powerfully,
would become calm, and the evil spirit
and stayed with David for the rest of his
would leave him.
life.
14

But Yahweh’s Spirit left Saul. Instead of
his Spirit staying with Saul, Yahweh sent
an evil spirit to Saul to terrify him repeatedly.
15

One of his servants said to him, ”It is evident that an evil spirit sent by God is terrifying you. 16 So we suggest that you allow
us your servants here to search for a man
who plays the harp well. He can play the
harp whenever the evil spirit bothers you.

Chapter 17
1

The Philistines gathered their army to
ﬁght the Israelite army. They gathered together near Sokoh, in the area where the
descendants of Judah lived. They set up
their tents at Ephes Dammim, which is be2
Saul gathtween Sokoh and Azekah.
ered the Israelite army near Elah Valley,
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and they set up their tents. Then they sometimes he stayed in Bethlehem to take
all took their places, ready to ﬁght the care of his father’s sheep.
Philistines. 3 So the Philistine and Israelite 16
For forty days Goliath came out from the
armies faced each other. They were on
Philistine camp and stood there mocking
two hills, with a valley between them.
the Israelite army. He kept telling the Is4
Then Goliath, from the city of Gath, came raelites to choose one man to ﬁght with
out from the Philistine camp. He was a him. He did this twice each day, in the
great warrior, three meters tall. 5 He wore morning and in the evening.
a helmet made of bronze to protect his 17
One day, Jesse said to David, ”Here is
head, and he wore a coat made of metal
a sack of roasted grain and ten loaves of
plates to protect his body. The metal coat
bread. Take these quickly to your older
weighed about ﬁfty-ﬁve kilograms. 6 He
brothers. 18 And here are ten large chunks
wore bronze guards on his legs. He had a
of cheese. Take them to their commansmall bronze spear fastened on his back.
der. And see how things are going with
7
He also had a big spear. It had a cord
your older brothers. Then if they are safe,
on it to enable him to throw it better. Its
bring back something to show they are all
iron head weighed about seven kilograms.
right.
A soldier carrying Goliath’s huge shield
19
walked in front of him.
Your brothers are with Saul and all
the other Israelite soldiers, camped along8
Goliath stood there and shouted to the
side Elah Valley, preparing to ﬁght the
Israelite army, ”I can see you are lined up
Philistines.” 20 So David arranged for anfor battle, but you will not ﬁght me. You
other shepherd to take care of the sheep.
can see that I am a Philistine soldier who is
Early the next morning he took the food
ready to ﬁght, but you are just the slaves of
and went to the Israelite camp, as Jesse
Saul. Choose one man who can ﬁght for all
told him to do. He arrived there just as
of you and send him down here to me! 9 If
the Israelite soldiers were forming their
he ﬁghts with me and kills me, then my felranks and going out to the battleﬁeld. As
low Philistines will all be your slaves. But
they went, they were shouting a war cry.
if I defeat him and kill him, then you Is- 21
The Philistine army and the Israelite
raelites will all be our slaves. 10 None of
army stood on the hillsides, facing each
you Israelite men can defeat me! Send me
other, ready for the battle. 22 David gave
a man who will ﬁght with me!” 11 When
the food to the man who was taking care
Saul and all the Israelite soldiers heard
of the war equipment. He told him to
that, they were very terriﬁed.
take care of the food that he brought, and
12
Now David son of Jesse was from the then he went and greeted his older brothclan of Ephrath. He lived in Bethlehem, in ers. 23 While he was talking with them,
the region of the tribe of Judah. Jesse had he saw Goliath coming out from among
eight sons. When Saul was king, Jesse had the Philistine soldiers, shouting to the Isalready become a very old man. 13 Jesse’s raelites, challenging them to send a man
three oldest sons, Eliab and Abinadab and to ﬁght him. David heard what Goliath
Shammah, had gone with Saul to ﬁght the was saying. 24 When all the Israelite solPhilistines. 14 David was Jesse’s youngest diers saw Goliath, they were terriﬁed and
son. While his three oldest brothers were started to run away. 25 They were saying
with Saul, 15 David went back and forth. to each other, “Look at him coming up toSometimes he went to Saul’s camp, and ward us! And listen to him as he deﬁes us
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Israelites! The king says that he will give a
big reward to whoever kills this man. He
also says that he will give his daughter to
that man for him to marry her, and that
he will no longer require that man’s family to pay taxes.”
26

David talked to some of the men who
were standing near him. He said, “This
Philistine—this uncircumcised man—
should not be mocking the all-powerful
God. What will be given to the person who
kills this Philistine and stops him from
shaming us Israelites?”
27

The men told him the same thing that
the other men had said, about what the
king would do for anyone who killed Goliath.
28

Whenever a lion or a bear came and carried away a lamb, 35 I went after it and attacked it and rescued the lamb from the
animal’s mouth. Then I grabbed the animal by its jaw and struck it and killed it.
36
I have killed both lions and bears. And I
will do the same to this heathen Philistine,
because he has deﬁed the army of the allpowerful God! 37 Yahweh has rescued me
from paws of lions and bears, and he will
rescue me from this Philistine!” Then Saul
said to David, “All right, go and ﬁght him,
and I hope that Yahweh will help you!”
38

Then Saul gave to David his own clothes
that he always wore in battles, and he
gave him a bronze helmet and a coat
made of metal plates. 39 David put these
things on. Then he fastened his sword
over them and tried to walk. But he could
not walk, because he was not accustomed
to wearing those things. So David said
to Saul, “I cannot ﬁght wearing all these
things, because I am not accustomed to
wearing them!” So he took them off.

But when David’s oldest brother Eliab
heard David talking to the men, he was
angry. He said to David, “Why have you
come down here? Is someone taking care
of those few sheep that you left in the
desert? I know you are just a troublemaking boy! You just want to watch the bat- 40 Then he took his walking staff; then
tle!”
he chose ﬁve smooth stones out of a
29
David replied, “Have I done something streambed. He put them in the pouch of
wrong? I was merely asking a question!” his shoulder bag. Then he put his sling in
30
Then he walked over to another man his hand and started walking toward Goand asked him the same question, but the liath.
man gave him the same answer. Each
time he asked someone, he received the
same answer. 31 Finally, someone told
King Saul what David had asked, and Saul
sent someone to bring David to him.
32

David told King Saul, “No one should
worry because of that Philistine man. I
will go and ﬁght with him!”
33

Saul said to David, “You are only a
young man, and he has been a very powerful soldier all his life. So you are not able
to go and ﬁght with him!”
34

David replied, ”I have been taking
care of my father’s sheep for many years.

41

Goliath walked toward David, with the
soldier who was carrying his shield walking in front of him. When he got near
David, 42 he looked at David closely. He
saw that David had a handsome face and
healthy body, but that he was only a
young man. So he sneered at David. 43
He said to David, “Are you coming to me
with a stick because you think that I am
a dog?” Then he called out to his gods to
harm David. 44 He said to David, “Come
here to me, and I will kill you and give
your dead body to the birds and wild animals to eat!”
45
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with a sword and a spear and a small
spear. But I am coming to you in the
name of Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies. He is the God whom the army of
Israel worships, and he is the God whom
you have deﬁed. 46 Today Yahweh will
enable me to defeat you. I will strike
you down and cut off your head. And
we Israelites will kill many Philistine soldiers and give their bodies to the birds
and wild animals to eat. And everyone
in the world will hear about it and know
that we Israelite people worship an allpowerful God. 47 And everyone here will
know that Yahweh can rescue people without a sword or a spear. Yahweh always
wins his battles, and he will enable us to
defeat all of you Philistines.”

weapons in his own tent.

48

Chapter 18

55

As Saul watched David going toward Goliath, he said to Abner, the commander of
his army, “Abner, whose son is that young
man?” Abner replied, “As sure as you are
alive, I do not know.”
56

Then the king said, “Find out whose son
he is!”
57

Later, as David returned from killing Goliath, Abner took him to Saul. David was
carrying Goliath’s head.
58

Saul asked him, “Young man, whose son
are you?” David replied, “Sir, I am the son
of your servant Jesse, who lives in Bethlehem.”

As Goliath came closer to attack David,
David ran quickly toward him. 49 He put
his hand into his shoulder bag and took
out one stone. He put in his sling and 1 After David ﬁnished talking with Saul, he
hurled it toward Goliath. The stone hit Go- met Saul’s son, Jonathan. Jonathan immeliath in the forehead and cracked his skull, diately liked David; in fact, he began to
and he fell facedown to the ground.
love him. 2 From that day, Saul kept David
him; he did not let him
50-51
Then David ran and stood over Go- with him to serve
3
Because
he loved David
return
home.
liath. He pulled Goliath’s sword from its
sheath and killed him with it, and then so much, Jonathan made a solemn agreecut off his head. In that way David de- ment with David. They promised each4
feated the Philistine without having his other that they would always be friends.
own sword. He used only a sling and a Jonathan took off his own outer robe and
gave it to David. He also gave David his
stone!
soldier’s tunic, his sword, his bow and arWhen the other Philistines saw that their rows, and his belt.
great warrior was dead, they ran away. 52 5
David went wherever Saul sent him.
The Israelite men shouted and ran after
And whatever Saul told him to do, David
them. They pursued them all the way to
did it very successfully. As a result, Saul
the city of Gath and to the gates of the city
appointed David as a commander in the
of Ekron. They struck them down as they
army. All the oﬃcers and other men in
went, with the result that dead Philistines
the army approved of that.
were lying on the road all the way from
Shaaraim to Gath and Ekron. 53 When 6 But when the men in the army were
the Israelites returned from chasing the returning home after David had killed
Philistines, they plundered the Philistine Goliath, Israelite women came out from
camp. 54 David later took the head of Go- many cities and towns. They greeted King
liath to Jerusalem, but he kept Goliath’s Saul while they were singing and dancing
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very joyfully, playing tambourines and against the Philistines.” He said that belyres. 7 As they danced, they sang this cause he thought, “I will not try to get
song:
rid of David by myself. I will allow the
Philistines to do that.”
”Saul has killed a thousand enemy sol18
diers,
But David said to Saul, “I am not a very
But David has killed ten thousand of important person, and my family is not
very important. Also my clan is not a very
them.”
important Israelite clan. So I do not de8
When Saul heard them singing that, he serve to become your son-in-law.” 19 So,
did not like it. He became very angry. when it was time for Merab to be given
He said to himself, “They are saying that to David to become his wife, instead, Saul
David killed ten thousand men, but that gave her to a man named Adriel, from
I have killed only one thousand. Soon Meholah.
they will want to make him their king!” 9
20
However, Saul’s other daughter, Michal,
From that time, Saul watched David very
fell
in love with David. When they told
closely because he was suspicious that
Saul about that, he was pleased. 21 He
David would try to become king.
thought, “I will give Michal to him, in
10
The next day, an evil spirit sent by God order that she may trap him, and the
suddenly took control of Saul. He began Philistines will be able to kill him.” So
to act like a madman, inside his house. he said to David, “You can marry Michal,”
David was playing the lyre for him, as he and by saying that, he indicated for the
did every day. Saul was holding a spear second time that David would become his
in his hand, 11 and he hurled it at David, son-in-law.
thinking, “I will fasten David to the wall
22
Saul told his servants, “Talk to David priwith the spear!” He did that two times, but
vately,
and say to him, ‘Listen, the king is
David jumped aside both times.
pleased with you, and all of us his servants
12
Because it became evident that Yahweh love you. So now we think that you should
had abandoned Saul but that he was help- marry Michal and become the king’s soning David, Saul was afraid of David. 13 in-law.’ ”
So he appointed David as a commander of
a thousand soldiers and sent David away 23 So they said that to David. But David
from him, hoping that David would be said, “It would be a great honor to become
killed in a battle. But when David led his the king’s son-in-law. But I do not think
soldiers in their battles, 14 he always had that I should do that, because I am only a
great success, because Yahweh was help- poor and insigniﬁcant man.”
ing him. 15 When Saul heard that David 24
Saul’s servant told him what David had
and his soldiers were very successful, he
25
said.
Saul replied, “Go and say to
became more afraid of David. 16 But all
David, ‘In order for the king to allow you
the people of Israel and of Judah loved
to marry Michal, he wants you to kill one
David, because he led the soldiers very
hundred Philistines and to cut off their
successfully in the battles.
foreskins and bring the foreskins to him
17
One day Saul said to David, “I am ready to prove that you have killed them. In that
to give you my oldest daughter, Merab, to way he will get revenge on his enemies.’ ”
be your wife. I will do that if you serve But what Saul really wanted was that the
me bravely by ﬁghting battles for Yahweh Philistines would kill David while he was
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trying to kill them.

thing to harm your servant David! He has
never done anything to harm you! Everything that he has done has helped you
very much. 5 He was in danger of being
killed when he fought against Goliath, the
great soldier of the Philistine army. By enabling David to kill him, Yahweh won a
great victory for all the people of Israel.
You were very happy when you saw that.
Why would you want to do anything now
to harm David? There is no reason for you
to kill him, because he has not done anything wrong!”

26

When the servants told that to David,
he was very pleased that he could become
the king’s son-in-law by doing that. The
king had said how many days he would
27
allow for David to do that.
But before that time ended, David and his men
went and killed, not one hundred, but
two hundred Philistines! He brought their
foreskins to Saul, and counted them while
Saul was watching, in order to prove that
he had fulﬁlled what the king required so
that he could become Saul’s son-in-law. So
then Saul was obligated to allow David to 6 Saul listened to what Jonathan said.
marry his daughter Michal.
Then Saul said, “I solemnly promise that
28
But when Saul realized that Yahweh just as surely as Yahweh is alive, I will not
was helping David, and that his daughter kill David.”

loved David, 29 he became more afraid of 7 Afterward, Jonathan summoned David
David. So as long as Saul lived, he was and told him what he and Saul had said.
David’s enemy.
Then Jonathan brought David to Saul, and
30
The Philistine armies repeatedly came David served Saul as he had done before.

to ﬁght the Israelites, but every time they
fought, David and his soldiers were more
successful than any of Saul’s other army
commanders. As a result, David became
very famous.

8

One day a war started again, and David
led his soldiers to ﬁght against the Philistine army. David’s army attacked them
very furiously, with the result that the
Philistine army ran away.
9

Chapter 19
1

Then Saul urged all his servants and his
son Jonathan to kill David. But Jonathan
liked David very much. 2 So he warned
David, ”My father Saul is seeking for a way
to kill you. So be careful. Tomorrow morning go and ﬁnd a place to hide in the ﬁeld.
3
I will ask my father to go out there with
me. While we are out there, I will talk to
him about you. Then I will tell you everything that he tells me.” So David did what
Jonathan told him to do.

But one day when Saul was sitting in
his house, an evil spirit sent from Yahweh
suddenly came upon Saul. David was playing his harp for Saul. 10 Saul hurled his
spear at David to try to fasten him to the
wall. David dodged, and the spear did not
hit him. The spear stuck in the wall, but
David ran out into the darkness and escaped.
11

Then Saul sent messengers to David’s
house. He told them to watch the house
and to kill David while he was leaving the
house the following morning. But David’s
wife Michal saw them and warned him,
saying, “To save your life, you must run
4
The next morning, Jonathan spoke with away tonight, because if you do not do
his father, saying many good things about that, you will be killed tomorrow!” 12 So
David. He said, ”You should never do any- she enabled David to climb out through a
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window, and he ran away and escaped. 13
Then Michal took an idol that was in the
house and put it in the bed. She covered
it with some of David’s clothes, and put
some goat’s hair on the head of the idol.
14

When the messengers came to the
house the next morning, she told them
that David was sick and could not get out
of bed.
15

When they reported that to Saul, he told
them to go back to David’s house. He said
to them, “Bring him to me lying on his
bed, in order that I can kill him!” 16 But
when those men entered David’s house,
they saw that there was only an idol in the
bed, with goat’s hair on its head.
17

and David?”
The people replied, “They are at Naioth
near the city of Ramah.” 23 While Saul
was walking toward Naioth, the Spirit
of God also came upon him. While he
walked on, he shouted messages from Yahweh until he came to Naioth. 24 There he
took off his outer clothes, and he spoke
messages from God in front of Samuel. He
lay on the ground doing that all day and all
night. That is the reason that when people see someone doing something that is
very unexpected, they say, “Is Saul also a
prophet?”

Chapter 20

When they reported that to Saul, Saul
summoned Michal and said to her, “Why 1 David ran away from Naioth. He went
did you trick me like that? You allowed my to Jonathan and asked him, “What have I
enemy to escape!”
done to displease your father? What did
Michal replied to Saul, “David told me that I do that was wrong? Why is he trying to
if I did not help him to escape, he would kill me?”
2
kill me!”
Jonathan replied, “My father is certainly
18

After David had escaped from Saul, he
went to Samuel, who was at his home
in Ramah. He told Samuel everything
that Saul had done to try to kill him.
Then David and Samuel went to Naioth,
which was nearby, and they stayed there.
19
Someone told Saul that David was in
Naioth, 20 so Saul sent some messengers
to capture him. When those messengers
arrived in Ramah, they met some men
who were shouting messages from Yahweh, and Samuel was there as their leader.
When Saul’s messengers met them, the
Spirit of God came upon Saul’s men, and
21
they also shouted in the same way.
When Saul heard about that, he sent more
messengers, but they also started to shout
out messages from Yahweh. 22 Finally,
Saul also went to Ramah. When he arrived at the well at a place named Seku,
he asked people there, “Where are Samuel

not trying to kill you! He always tells me
before he does anything that he is planning. He tells me about important things
and unimportant things that he plans to
do. Why would he refuse to tell me if he
were planning to kill you? So what you
are saying cannot be true.”
3

Then David solemnly declared this to
Jonathan: “Your father knows very well
that you and I are very good friends, so
he says to himself, ‘I will not tell Jonathan
what I am going to do. If I tell Jonathan, he
will be upset, and then he will tell David.’
But just as surely as Yahweh is alive and
you are alive, I am only one step away
from being killed.”
4

Jonathan said to David, “I will do whatever you tell me to do.”
5

David replied, ”Tomorrow we will celebrate the festival of the new moon. I al-
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ways eat with the king at that festival. But
tomorrow I will hide in the ﬁeld, and I will
stay there for one night. I will stay there
until the evening of the day after tomorrow. 6 If your father asks why I am not
there at the festival, say to him, ‘David requested me to allow him to go to his home
in Bethlehem, where his family will offer
the sacriﬁce that they offer every year.’
7
If your father says ‘Very well’, then I
know I will be safe. But if he becomes extremely angry, you will know that he is determined to harm me. 8 Please be kind to
me. Yahweh heard you when you made a
solemn agreement with me that you and
I will always be good friends. But if I deserve to be punished, you should kill me
yourself, rather than allow your father to
punish me.”
9

Jonathan replied, “I will never do that!
If I ever ﬁnd out that my father is determined to harm you, I will certainly tell
you.”
10

David asked him, “How will I ﬁnd out
if your father answers you harshly?” 11
Jonathan replied, “Come with me. We will
go out into the ﬁeld.” So they went together out into the ﬁeld.
12

There Jonathan said to David, ”I
promise this while Yahweh, the God
whom we Israelites worship, is listening:
At this time the day after tomorrow, I will
ﬁnd out what my father is thinking about
you. If he is saying good things about you,
I will certainly send a message to you to
tell that to you. 13 But if he is planning
to hurt you, I hope that Yahweh will punish me very severely if I do not tell you
in advance and help you ﬂee, so that you
might go away in safety. I hope that Yahweh will be with you and help you like he
has helped my father. 14 But while I am
still alive, please act kindly toward me because of the oath that we both swore in
Yahweh’s sight; do not kill me when you

become king. 15 But if I die, never stop acting kindly toward my family for the sake
of our oath, even after Yahweh has gotten
rid of all your enemies all over the earth.”
16

So Jonathan made a solemn agreement
with David and his descendants. And he
said, “I hope that Yahweh will get rid of
17
all your enemies.”
And Jonathan
requested David to repeat his solemn
promise to be his close friend, because
Jonathan loved David as much as he loved
himself.
18

Then Jonathan said, ”Tomorrow we will
celebrate the festival of the new moon.
When you are not sitting at your place
when we eat, my father will miss you. 19
The day after tomorrow, in the evening go
to the place where you hid before. Wait by
the pile of stones. 20 I will come out and
shoot three arrows as though I were trying to shoot at a target. The arrows will
hit the ground close to the pile of stones.
21
Then I will send a boy to bring the arrows back to me. If you hear me say to
him, ‘They are closer to me,’ then just as
surely as Yahweh is alive, you will know
that everything is ﬁne, and that you will
22
But if I tell him, ‘The
not be killed.
arrows are farther away,’ you will know
that you must leave immediately, because
Yahweh wants you to run away. 23 I hope
that Yahweh will watch you and me and
enable us to never forget what we have
promised each other.”
24

So David went and hid in the ﬁeld.
When the festival of the new moon
started, the king sat down to eat. 25 He
sat where he usually sat, close to the wall.
Jonathan sat across from him, and Abner the army commander sat next to Saul.
But no one was sitting in the place where
David usually sat. 26 On that day, Saul
did not say anything about David, because
he was thinking, “Something must have
happened that caused David to become
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unacceptable to worship God.” 27 But the
next day, when David was not sitting at
the place where he usually sat, Saul asked
Jonathan, “Why has that son of Jesse not
been here to eat with us yesterday and today?”

called out, “The arrow is further away!”
38
Then he shouted to the boy, “Go quickly;
do not wait! Do not stop!” The boy
picked up the arrow and brought it back
to Jonathan. 39 But the boy did not understand the meaning of what Jonathan had
said; only Jonathan and David knew. 40
28
Jonathan replied, ”David earnestly reThen Jonathan gave his bow and arrows
quested me that I permit him to go to Bethto the boy and told him, “Go back to the
lehem. 29 He said, ‘Please allow me to go,
town.”
because our family is going to offer a sac41
When the boy left, David came out from
riﬁce. My older brother insisted that I be
there. So please allow me to go to be with behind the pile of stones, where he had
my older brothers.’ I allowed David to go, been hiding. He went to Jonathan and
and that is the reason that he is not here bowed in front of Jonathan three times,
with his face touching the ground. Then
eating with you.”
David and Jonathan kissed each other on
30
Saul was furious! He said to Jonathan, the cheek, and they cried together. But
”I know that you are being loyal to that David cried more than Jonathan.
son of Jesse. But you will cause shame to
42
Jonathan said to David, “May things go
come to yourself and to your mother. 31
well
for you as you go. Yahweh has heard
As long as Jesse’s son is living, you will
never become the king, and you will never what we solemnly promised to always do
rule over this kingdom! So now, summon for each other, and what we said that
David, and bring him to me. He must be our descendants must do for each other.”
Then David left, and Jonathan went back
executed!”
to the town.
32
Jonathan asked his father, “Why should
David be executed? What wrong has he
done?” 33 Then Saul threw his spear at
Jonathan in order to kill him, but the spear
did not hit him. So Jonathan knew that his 1
David ﬂed from there and went to the
father really wanted to kill David.
city of Nob to see Ahimelech the priest.
34
Jonathan was very angry, and he left Ahimelech trembled when he saw David
the room. On that second day of the fes- because he was afraid that something bad
tival he refused to eat anything. He was had happened. He said to David, “Why are
disgusted about what his father had done, you alone? Why have no men come with
and he was worried about David.
you?”

Chapter 21

35

The following morning Jonathan went
out to the ﬁeld to give a message to David,
as he had agreed that he would do. He
took a young boy with him. 36 Jonathan
said to the boy, “Run and ﬁnd the arrows
that I shoot.” The boy started running,
and Jonathan shot an arrow ahead of the
boy. 37 The boy ran to the place where
the arrow hit the ground, but Jonathan

2

David deceived Ahimelech by replying,
”The king sent me. But he does not want
anyone to know anything about what he
sent me to do. I have told my men where
they should meet me. 3 Now I want to
know, do you have any food here for me
to eat? Could you give me ﬁve loaves of
bread, or whatever other food that you
can ﬁnd?”
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4

The priest answered David, “There is no
ordinary bread here, but I have some of
the sacred bread that was placed before
Yahweh. Your men may eat it if they have
not slept with women recently.”

to the city of Gath in the region of Philistia,
to stay with King Achish. 11 But the oﬃcers
of King Achish did not approve of David’s
coming. They said to King Achish, ”This
man David is just as powerful as the king
of his land. Our enemies, the Israelite peo5
David replied, “They have not been near
ple, honored him by dancing and singing,
women for many days. I do not allow
’Saul has killed thousands of his enemy men to deﬁle themselves by sleeping
mies,
with women while they are preparing to
ﬁght in battles. They must continue to
but David has killed tens of thousands
keep themselves acceptable to God when of them!’”
they are on ordinary trips, and today they
12
David heard what those men were sayhave certainly kept themselves acceptable
to God because now we are doing some- ing, so he was afraid of what King Achish
13
So he pretended that
thing very special.” 6 Now the only bread might do to him.
that the priest had was the bread on dis- he was insane. He started scratching on
play before God, the bread that had been the gates of the city and allowing his saliva
placed in Yahweh’s presence in the sacred to run down his beard.
tent. So the priest gave David some of that 14 Then King Achish said to his men, ”Look
bread. On that day the priest had taken at this man! He is acting like an insane
those loaves from the table and replaced man! Why have you brought him to me?
15
them with fresh loaves.
Have you brought him because I do not
7
It happened that Doeg, from the Edom already have enough insane men here in
people group, was there on that day to my house?”
make himself acceptable to Yahweh, and
he saw what Ahimelech did. He was one
of Saul’s oﬃcials and the leader of Saul’s
shepherds.
8

David asked Ahimelech, “Do you have a
spear or a sword that I can use? The king
appointed us to do this task and told us to
leave immediately, so I did not have time
to bring any weapons.”
9

Ahimelech replied, “I have only the
sword that belonged to Goliath the giant
from the Philisti people group whom you
killed in Elah Valley. It is wrapped in a
cloth, and is behind the sacred apron in
the sacred tent. If you want it, take it, because I have no other weapon here.”
David replied, “Truly, there is no other
sword that is as good as that one! Give it to
me.” 10 So Ahimelech gave it to him, and
David left there. He and his men and went

Chapter 22
1

David and his men left Gath and went
east to hide in a cave on a hill near the
town of Adullam. Soon his older brothers and all his other relatives came and
stayed with him there. 2 Then other
men came there. Some were men who
had caused trouble, some were men who
owed money, and some were men who
were unhappy for any reason. They continued to come until there were four hundred men there, and David was their
leader.
3

Later they left there and went east to the
city of Mizpah in the land of Moab. There
David asked the king of Moab, “Please allow my father and mother to live here
with you until I know what God is going
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to do for me.” 4 The king gave him permission, so David’s parents stayed with the
king of Moab all the time that David and
the men who were with him were hiding
in that area.
5

One day the prophet Gad told David,
“Leave your hideout here and return to Judah.” So David and his men went to the
Hereth Forest in Judah.
6

One day, someone told Saul that David
and his men had arrived in Judah. On
that day, Saul was sitting underneath the
tamarisk tree on a hill near the town of
Gibeah. He was holding his spear and was
surrounded by his army oﬃcers. 7 He
shouted to them, ”You men of the tribe of
Benjamin, listen to me! Do you think that
the son of Jesse will give all of you ﬁelds
and vineyards if he becomes your king?
Will he appoint all of you to become generals and captains in his army ? 8 Is that why
you have all conspired against me, as he
is doing today? Not one of you informed
me that my own son had sworn friendship
with him! Not one of you has had any pity
on me or told me that my son has encouraged the son of Jesse to revolt against me,
to hide out from me!”
9

Doeg, a man from the Edom people
group, was standing there with Saul’s oﬃcers. He said to Saul, ”When I was at Nob, I
saw that son of Jesse talking to Ahimelech
the priest. 10 Ahimelech asked Yahweh
what David should do. Then Ahimelech
gave to David some food and the sword of
Goliath, that Philistine giant.”

bread and a sword. You requested God to
tell David what he should do. David has
rebelled against me, and right now he is
hiding somewhere, waiting to attack me.”
14

Ahimelech replied, ”I do not understand
why you are saying that, because David,
your son-in-law, the captain of your bodyguards, is very loyal to you. No one is
more loyal to you than David! Everyone in
your household respects him very much.
15
Furthermore, this was certainly not the
ﬁrst time that I requested God to say what
he wanted David to do. And it is not right
for you to accuse me or any of my relatives
of trying to get rid of you, because I do not
know anything about anyone wanting to
do that.”
16

The king then shouted, “Ahimelech, you
and your all your relatives are going to be
executed right now!”
17

Then he commanded his bodyguards,
“Kill these priests of Yahweh, because they
are allies of David, and they are conspiring with David against me! They knew
that David was trying to run away from
me, but they did not tell me!”
But Saul’s bodyguards refused to kill Yahweh’s priests.
18

Then the king said to Doeg, “You kill
them!” So Doeg, the man from the Edom
people group, went out and struck them
down with his sword. On that day he
killed eighty-ﬁve men who were able to
wear the sacred aprons because they were
all God’s priests. 19 He also went and killed
many people in Nob, the city where the
11
Then Saul summoned Ahimelech and priests lived. He killed men, women, chilall Ahimelech’s relatives who were priests dren, babies, cattle, donkeys, and sheep
at Nob. So they all came to the king. 12 Saul there.
said to Ahimelech, “You son of Ahitub, lis- 20
But Abiathar, Ahimelech’s son, escaped.
ten to me!”
He ran away and joined David and the
Ahimelech answered, “Yes, sir!” 13 Saul men who were with him. 21 He told David
said, “Why are you and Jesse’s son conspir- that Saul had commanded Doeg to kill Yahing to get rid of me? You gave him some weh’s priests. 22 Then David said to him,
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”That man from the Edom people group,
Doeg, was there at Nob on the day that I
was there. I knew that he would surely
tell Saul what happened. So it is my fault
that your father and all of his family have
been killed. 23 You stay with me, and do
not be afraid. The man who wants to kill
you wants to kill me also, but you will be
safe if you stay with me.”

8

So Saul summoned his army, and they
prepared to go down to Keilah to attack
David and his men.
9

But David found out that Saul was planning for his army to attack him. So he
said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring here
the sacred apron.” 10 So when Abiathar
brought it, David prayed, ”Yahweh, God
of us Israelites, I have heard that Saul is
planning to come here with his army and
destroy Keilah because I am here. 11 Will
Saul come down here to Keilah, as people
reported to me? Will the leaders of Keilah
1
One day someone told David, “You need enable Saul to capture me? Yahweh, God
to know that the Philistine army is attack- of us Israelites, please tell me!”
ing the town of Keilah and that they are Yahweh answered, “Yes, Saul will come
stealing grain from where men are thresh- down.” 12 Then David asked, “Will the
ing it.” 2 David asked Yahweh, “Should my leaders of Keilah enable Saul’s army to
men and I go to ﬁght against those men capture me and my men if we stay here?”
from the Philistia people group?”
By means of the stones in the sacred vest,
Yahweh answered, “Yes, go. Attack them, Yahweh replied, “Yes, they will.”
13
So
and rescue the people of Keilah.” 3 But David and his six hundred men left Keilah.
David’s men said to him, “We are afraid They continued to move from one place
that Saul will attack us here in Judah. We to another, wherever they thought that
will be more afraid if we go to Keilah Saul would not ﬁnd them. And when Saul
where the Philistine army is!”
found out that David had escaped from
4
So David asked Yahweh again if they Keilah, he did not go there.
should go to Keilah. Yahweh answered, 14 David and his man stayed in hiding
“Yes, go down to Keilah. I will help you to places in the desert and in the hills of the
defeat the Philistines.” 5 So David and his wilderness of Ziph. Every day Saul sent
men went to Keilah. They fought against men to search for David, but Yahweh did
the Philistines and captured many of their not allow them to capture David.
cattle. David and his men killed many of
the Philistine men and rescued the people 15 While David and his men were at a
place named Horesh in the wilderness of
of Keilah.
Ziph, he found out that Saul was com6
Abiathar son of Ahimelech, ﬂed to be
ing there to kill him. 16 But Saul’s son
with David at Keilah, and he brought a saJonathan went to David at Horesh and
cred apron with him to use to determine
encouraged him to continue to trust in
what God wanted him to do.
17
God.
Jonathan told him, “Do not be
7
Soon Saul found out that David was at afraid, because my father will not be able
Keilah. So he said, “That is good! God is en- to harm you. Some day you will be the
abling me to capture him! He has trapped king of Israel, and I will be the second
himself in that town, because it has high most important man in Israel. My father
walls with gates around it.”
Saul also knows that.” 18 Then the two

Chapter 23

389

1 SAMUEL
of them repeated their solemn promise
that Yahweh had heard them make previously, that they would always be loyal
to each other. Then Jonathan went home,
but David stayed at Horesh.
19

Saul stopped pursuing David, and he and
his soldiers went to ﬁght against the Philistine army. That is the reason that people
call that place the Rock of Escape. 29 David
and his men also left that place and went
to places to hide safely at Engedi.

Some people from Ziph went to Saul
when he was at Gibeah, and they told him,
”David and his men are hiding in our land!
They are hiding in places at Horesh on the
hill of Hakilah, south of a place named
Jeshimon. 20 So, O king, come down there 1 After Saul and his soldiers returned
any time that you want to. It is our duty to home after ﬁghting against the Philiscapture him and put him in your hands.” tine army, someone reported to Saul that
into the
21
Saul replied, ”I hope that Yahweh will David and his men had gone
2
When Saul
bless you for telling that to me. 22 Go back wilderness near EnGedi.
and ﬁnd out more about him. Find out heard that, he chose three thousand men
exactly where he is staying, and ﬁnd out from various areas in Israel, and they
who has seen him there. People tell me went to search for David and his men at
that he is very clever, so we need to be the Rocks of Wild Goats.

Chapter 24

clever also to be able to capture him. 23
Find out all the places where he and his
men hide. Then come back and tell me everything that you have found out. Then I
will take my army and go there with you.
If David is in any of the clans of Judah, we
will search for him and ﬁnd him!”
24

So those people went back to Ziph before Saul went there. At that time David
and his men were in the desert of Maon,
south of Jeshimon. 25 Saul and his soldiers
went to search for David, but David heard
about that. So he and his men went further south to a rocky hill in the wilderness
of Maon. When Saul heard about that, he
and his men followed David and his men
to the wilderness of Maon.
26

3

At a place where the road was alongside
some sheep pens, Saul left the road and entered a cave to relieve himself. He did not
know that David and his men were hiding
further inside that same cave! 4 David’s
men saw Saul and whispered to David,
“Today is the day that Yahweh spoke about
when he said, ‘I will enable you to defeat
your enemy.’ You can do to him whatever
you want to!” So David crept toward the
entrance of the cave and cut off with his
knife a small piece of Saul’s robe. 5 And
then he returned to his men.

But David felt guilty for having cut off a
piece of Saul’s robe. 6 He said to his men,
“I should not have done that to the king! I
hope that Yahweh will never allow me to
attack the one whom God has appointed,
because Yahweh is the one who chose him
to be the king.” 7 By saying that, David restrained his men and did not allow them
to kill Saul.

Saul and his soldiers were walking
along one side of the hill, and David and
his men were on the other side. David
and his men were hurrying to escape from
Saul’s soldiers, because Saul and his soldiers were coming much closer. 27 But 8 After Saul left the cave and started to
then a messenger came to Saul and said to walk on the road again, David came out
him, “Come quickly! The Philistine army of the cave and shouted to Saul, “King
is attacking the people in our land!” 28 So Saul!” Saul turned around and looked,
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and David bowed down with his face
touching the ground. 9 Then he said to
Saul, ”Why do you pay attention to people
when they say ‘David wants to harm you’?
10
Today you can see with your own eyes
that what they say is not true. Yahweh
put you in a place where I and my men
could have killed you when you were in
this cave. Some of my men told me that
I should do that, but I did not allow them
to do that. I said to them, ‘I will not harm
my master, because he is the king whom
Yahweh appointed.’ 11 Your majesty, look
at this piece of your robe that is in my
hand! I cut it from your robe, but I did
not kill you. So now you should be able to
understand that I am not planning to do
anything evil to you. I have not done anything wrong to you, but you are searching
for me to kill me. 12 I desire that Yahweh
may punish you for the wrong things that
you have done to me. But I will never try
to harm you. 13 There is a proverb that
has the words, ‘Evil things are done by evil
people.’ But I am not evil, so I will not do
evil things to you.
14

You are the king of Israel. So why are
you pursuing me? What is it you are chasing? I am nothing more than a dead dog
or a ﬂea. 15 I hope that Yahweh will decide who is right in this matter, you or I?
And when he decides in my favor, I hope
he will defend me and save me from your
power.”
16

When David ﬁnished saying that to Saul,
Saul called out to him and asked, “My son
David, is that your voice that I am hearing?” Then he cried loudly. 17 He said,
”You are a better man than I am. You have
done something very good to me when I
tried to do something very bad to you. 18
When Yahweh put me in a place in that
cave where you could have easily killed
me, you did not do that. 19 No one lets
his enemy go free after he ﬁnds him. But

you have done this. I hope that Yahweh
will reward you for your acting kindly toward me today. 20 I know that some day
you will surely become the king, and that
your kingdom will prosper as you rule the
Israelite people. 21 Now while Yahweh
is listening, solemnly me that you will not
kill my family and get rid of all my descendants.”
22

David solemnly promised Saul that he
would not harm Saul’s family. Then Saul
went back home, and David and his men
went back up into the place where they
had been hiding.

Chapter 25
1

Soon after that, Samuel died, and all the
Israelite people gathered and mourned
for him. They buried his body outside his
home in Ramah.
Then David and his men moved to the
2
In the town of
wilderness of Paran.
Maon there was a very rich man. This
man kept his property and livestock in a
town nearby that is called Carmel. He
had much property and livestock and he
owned three thousand sheep and one
thousand goats.
Carmel is where he
sheared his sheep. 3 His name was Nabal;
he was a descendant of Caleb. His wife
Abigail was a wise and beautiful woman,
but Nabal was very cruel and treated people very unkindly.
4

One day while David and his men were
in the desert, someone told him that Nabal was cutting the wool from his sheep. 5
So David told ten of his men, ”Go to Nabal
at Carmel and greet him for me. 6 Then
tell him this message from me: ’I wish that
things may go well for you and your family and for everything that you possess.
7
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the wool from your sheep. Previously,
when your shepherds were among us, we
did not harm them. All the time that your
shepherds were among us at Camel, we
did not steal any sheep from them. 8 You
can ask your servants if this is true, and
they will tell you that it is true. We have
come here at a time when you are celebrating, so I ask you to please be kind to us
and give these men whatever extra food
you have, for me, David, and my men to
eat.’”
9

When David’s men arrived where Nabal was, they gave David’s message to him,
and they waited for him to reply. But
Nabal spoke harshly to them. 10 He said
to them, ”Who does this man, this son of
Jesse, think that he is? There are many
slaves who are running away from their
masters at the present time, and it seems
to me that he is just one of them. 11 I
give bread and water to the men who are
cutting the wool from my sheep, and I
give them meat from animals that I have
slaughtered. Why should I take some of
those things and give them to a group of
outlaws?”
12

Then David’s men returned and told
him what Nabal had said. 13 When David
heard this, he told his men, “We are going to kill Nabal; fasten your swords!” So
he fastened on his sword, and about four
hundred men fastened their swords and
went with him. There were two hundred
of his men who stayed with their supplies.
14

One of Nabal’s servants found out what
David and his men were planning to do,
so he went to Nabal’s wife Abigail and said
to her, ”David sent some messengers from
the desert to greet our master Nabal, but
Nabal only yelled at them. 15 All the time
that we were in the ﬁelds close to them,
those men of David were very kind to us.
They did not harm us. They did not steal

anything from us. 16 They protected us
during the daytime and during the night.
They were like a wall around us to protect
us while we were taking care of our sheep.
17
So now you should think about it and
decide what you can do. If you do not do
something, terrible things will happen to
our master and to all his family. Nabal is
an extremely wicked man, so he will not
listen to anyone who tries to tell him what
to do.”
18

When Abigail heard that, she very
quickly gathered two hundred loaves of
bread, and also got two leather bags full
of wine, the meat from ﬁve sheep, a
bushel of roasted grain, a hundred packs
of raisins, and two hundred packs of dried
ﬁgs. She put all those things on donkeys.
19
Then she told her servants, “Go ahead of
me. I will follow you.” But she did not tell
her husband what she was going to do.
20

Abigail rode on her donkey and came
down to the place in the hills where David
and his men were staying. Suddenly
David and his men met her. 21 David had
been saying to his men, ”It was useless for
us to protect that man and all his possessions here in this wilderness. We did not
steal anything that belonged to him, but
he has acted badly toward me in return
for our good actions toward him. 22 I hope
that God will strike me and kill me if he or
even one male person belonging to him is
still alive tomorrow morning!”
23

When Abigail saw David, she quickly
got down from her donkey and bowed
before him, with her face touching the
ground. 24 Then she prostrated herself
at David’s feet and said to him, ”Sir, I deserve to be punished for what my husband has done. Please listen to what I say
to you. 25 Please do not pay attention to
what this worthless man Nabal has said.
His name means ‘fool,’ and he surely is a
foolish man. But I, who am willing to be
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your servant, did not see the messengers
whom you sent to him. 26 Yahweh has prevented you from getting revenge on anyone and killing anyone. I hope that just
as surely as Yahweh lives and as surely
as you live, your enemies will be cursed
like Nabal is. 27 I have brought a gift for
you and for the men who are with you.
28
Please forgive me if I have done anything wrong to you. Yahweh will surely
reward you by allowing many of your descendants to become kings of Israel, because you are ﬁghting the battles that Yahweh wants you to ﬁght. And I know that
throughout all your life you have not done
anything wrong. 29 Even when those who
are trying to kill you pursue you, you are
safe because Yahweh your God takes care
of you. You will be protected like a bundle that is safely tied up. But your enemies
will disappear like stones that are hurled
30
Yahweh has promised
from a sling.
to do good things for you, and he will do
what he has promised. And he will cause
you to become the ruler of the Israelite
people. 31 When that happens, do not kill
any people in his household. Then you
will not think that you deserve to be punished for having punished and killed innocent people. And when Yahweh enables
you to become king, please do not forget
to be kind to me.”
32

David replied to Abigail, ”I praise Yahweh, the God whom we Israelites worship,
because he sent you to talk with me. 33 I
hope today God may help you because you
have wisely kept me from killing people
today, and from paying back evil for evil.
34
Just as surely as Yahweh the God whom
we Israelites worship is alive, he has prevented me from harming you. If you had
not come quickly to talk to me, neither Nabal nor even one of Nabal’s men or boys
would be still alive tomorrow morning.”
35

Then David accepted the gifts that Abi-

gail had brought to him. He said to her,
“I hope that things may go well for you. I
have heard what you said, and I will do
what you have requested.”
36

When Abigail returned to Nabal, he was
in his house, having a big celebration like
kings have. He was very drunk and feeling very happy. So Abigail did not say anything to him that night about her meet37
ing with David.
The next morning,
when he was no longer drunk, she told
him everything that had happened when
she talked with David. Immediately, he
had a stroke and could move no longer. 38
About ten days later Yahweh struck him
again, and he died.
39

After David heard that Nabal was dead,
he said, “I praise Yahweh! Nabal insulted
me, but Yahweh has shown that I have
been right. He has prevented me from doing anything wrong. And he has punished
Nabal for the wrong that he did.”
Then David sent messengers to Abigail, to
ask her if she would become his wife. 40
His servants went to Carmel and said to
Abigail, “David sent us to take you to become his wife.” 41 Abigail bowed down
with her face touching the ground. Then
she told the messengers to tell David, “I
am happy to become your wife. I will be
your servant. And I am willing to wash the
feet of your servants.” 42 Abigail quickly
got on her donkey and went with David’s
messengers. Five of her female servants
went with her. When she arrived where
43
David was, she became his wife.
David had previously married Ahinoam, a
woman from Jezreel near Carmel. So both
Abigail and Ahinoam were now David’s
wives. 44 King Saul’s daughter Michal was
also David’s wife, but Saul had given her
to Laish’s son Paltiel, who was in the town
of Gallim.
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Chapter 26

9

1

One day some of the people of Ziph town
went to Saul while he was at Gibeah, and
they said to him, “David is hiding in a cave
on the hill of Hakilah, east of the town of
Jeshimon.”
2

So Saul chose three thousand of the best
Israelite soldiers and went with them to
the wilderness of Ziph to search for David.
3
Saul and his men set up their tents close
to the road on the hill of Hakilah, east
of the town of Jeshimon, but David and
his men stayed in the wilderness. When
David heard that Saul was searching for
him, 4 he sent some spies to ﬁnd out if it
was true that Saul had come to Hakilah.

But David whispered to Abishai, ”No, do
not kill Saul. Yahweh has appointed him
to be king, so Yahweh will surely punish
anyone who kills him. 10 Just as surely
as Yahweh is alive, he himself will punish Saul. Perhaps Yahweh will strike him
when it is Saul’s time to die, or perhaps
Saul will be killed in a battle. 11 But I hope
that Yahweh will prevent me from harming the king whom he has appointed. Let
us take Saul’s spear and water jug that are
near his head. Then let us get out of here!”
12

So David took the spear and the jug, and
he and Abishai left. No one saw them
or knew what they were doing, and no
one woke up, because Yahweh had caused
them to be sound asleep.
13

David and Abishai went across the valThen that evening David went to the ley and climbed to the top of the hill, a long
place where Saul had set up his tent. From way from Saul’s camp.
a distance he saw where Saul and his 14 Then David shouted to Abner, “Abner,
army commander, Abner, were sleeping. can you hear me?”
Saul was sleeping with all his army sleepAbner replied “Who are you, waking up
ing around him.
15
the king by calling out to him?”
6
David went back to where his men were David replied, ”I am sure that you are the
and talked to Ahimelech, who was from greatest man in Israel ! So why did you
the Heth people group, and Joab’s brother not guard your master, the king? SomeAbishai, whose mother was David’s older one came into your camp in order to kill
sister Zeruiah. He asked them, “Who will your master, the king. 16 You have done
go with me down into the camp where a very poor job of guarding Saul. So just
as surely as Yahweh is alive, you and your
Saul is?”
men should be executed! You have not
Abishai replied, “I will go with you.” 7 So
guarded your master whom Yahweh apthat night David and Abishai crept into
pointed to be the king. Where are the
Saul’s camp. They saw that Saul was
king’s spear and the water jug that were
asleep. His spear was stuck in the ground
close to his head?”
near his head. Saul was asleep in the mid17
Saul woke up and recognized that it was
dle of the camp. Abner and the other solDavid’s
voice. He called out, saying, “My
diers were sleeping around Saul.
son David, is that your voice?”
8
Abishai whispered to David, “Today Yahweh has enabled us to kill your enemy! David replied, “Yes, your majesty it is my
Allow me to fasten Saul to the ground by voice.”
thrusting my spear into him. It will be nec- 18 Then David added, ”Sir, why are you
essary for me to strike him only once. I pursuing me? I have done nothing wrong!
19
Your majesty, listen to me! If Yahweh
will not need to strike him twice.”
5
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has caused you to be angry with me, I
want him to accept a sacriﬁce from me.
But if it is people who have caused you
to be angry with me, I hope that Yahweh
will curse them. They have forced me to
leave the land that Yahweh gave to me.
They have told me, ‘Go somewhere else
and worship other gods!’ 20 Now do not
force me to die away from the land and
presence of Yahweh. You, the king, are
looking for me, but I am as good as a ﬂea
or a wild bird that someone hunts in the
hills.”

best thing that I can do is to escape and go
to the region of Philistia. If I do that, Saul
will stop searching for me here in Israel,
and I will be safe.”
2

So David and his six hundred men left
Israel and went to see Maok’s son Achish,
who was king of the city of Gath in the region of Philistia. 3 David and his men and
their families started to live there in Gath,
the city where King Achish lived. David’s
two wives were with him—Ahinoam from
Jezreel, and Nabal’s widow Abigail, from
Carmel. 4 When Saul heard that David
21
Then Saul said, “David, my son, I have had run away and was living in Gath, he
sinned by trying to kill you. So come back stopped searching for David.
home. Today you have considered my life 5
One day David said to Achish, “If you
to be very valuable and so you have not
are
pleased with us, give us a place in one
killed me. So I will not try to harm you. I
have made a big mistake and have acted of the small villages where we can stay.
There is no need for us to stay in the city
foolishly.”
where you are the king.”
22
David replied, ”I will leave your spear 6
Achish liked what David suggested. So
here. Send one of your young men here
that
day Achish gave to David the town of
23
Yahweh rewards us for the
to get it.
things that we do that are right and for Ziklag. As a result, Ziklag has belonged to
being loyal to him. Even when Yahweh the kings of Judah since that time.
placed me where I could easily have killed 7 David and his men lived in the region of
you, I refused to do that, because you are Philistia for sixteen months. 8 During that
the one whom Yahweh has appointed to time, David and his men raided the people
be the king. 24 Just as I considered your who lived in the areas where the Geshur,
life to be valuable and spared your life to- Girzi, and Amalek people groups lived.
day, I hope that Yahweh will consider my Those people had lived there from long belife to be valuable and spare my life and fore. That area extended south to Shur
save me from all my troubles.”
and to the border of Egypt. 9 Whenever
25
Then Saul said to David, “My son David, David’s men attacked them, they killed all
I pray that Yahweh may bless you. May the men and women, and they took all the
people’s sheep and cattle and donkeys and
you do great things very successfully.”
camels, and even their clothes. Then they
Then David returned to his men, and Saul would bring those things back home, and
went back home.
David would go to talk to Achish.
10

Each time Achish would ask David,
“Where did you go raiding today?” Sometimes David would say that they had gone
to the southern part of Judah, and some1
But David thought, “Some day Saul will times he would say that they had gone to
capture me if I stay around here. So the where the Jerahmeelites lived in the south,
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or that he had fought against the Kenites
who lived in the south. 11 David’s men
never brought back to Gath any man or
woman who was still alive. David thought,
“If we do not kill everyone, some of them
who are still alive they will go and tell
Achish the truth about what we really
did.” David did that all the time that he
and his men lived in the region of Philistia. 12 So Achish believed what David told
him; he thought, “Because of what David
has done, his own people, the Israelites,
must now hate him very much. So he will
have to stay here and serve me forever.”

6

He prayed to Yahweh, but Yahweh did
not answer him. Yahweh did not tell Saul
what he should do by giving him a dream,
or by having the priest throw the marked
stones in his sacred pouch, or by giving
a message about Saul to any prophet. 7
Then Saul said to his servants, “Find for
me a woman who talks to the spirits of
dead people, in order that I can ask her
what will happen.” His servants replied,
“There is a woman in the town of Endor
who does that.”
8

So Saul took off the clothes that showed
that he was the king, and he put on ordinary clothes to disguise himself. Then he
and two of his men went during the night
to talk to that woman. Saul said to her,
“I want you to talk to a spirit of someone
1
Some time later, the people of Philis- who has died. Cause to appear the person
tia gathered their army to attack the Is- whose name I will give to you.”
raelites again. King Achish told David, “I 9 But the woman replied, “You surely
am expecting that you and your men will know what Saul has done. He expelled
join with my men to attack the Israelites.” from this land all the people who talk
2
David replied, “We will go with you, and to spirits of dead people and all fortune
then you will see for yourself what we can tellers. I think that you are trying to trap
me, in order that I will be executed for dodo!”
ing something that is not permitted.”
Achish said, “Very well, I will appoint you 10
Saul replied, solemnly asking Yahweh
to be my permanent bodyguard.”
to listen to what he was saying, “Just as
3
Now while Samuel was still alive, Saul surely as Yahweh is alive, you will not be
did some things that pleased Yahweh. One punished for doing this.”
of the good things that Saul did was to ex- 11
Then the woman said, “Whom do you
pel from Israel all the people who were
fortune tellers or who talked to the spirits want me to cause to appear?”
of dead people. But Samuel had died, and Saul replied, “Cause Samuel to appear.”
all the Israelite people had mourned for 12
So the woman did that. But when she
him. Then they had buried him in Ramah,
saw Samuel, she screamed. She said, “You
his hometown.
have tricked me ! You are Saul! You will
4
The army of Philistia gathered and set execute me for doing this!”
up their tents at the city of Shunem, in the 13
Saul said to her, “Do not be afraid. What
north of Israel. Saul gathered the Israelite
do you see?”
army and set up their tents at Gilboa in
5
the eastern part of the same valley.
The woman said, “I see a god coming up
When Saul saw the army of Philistia, he out of the ground.” 14 Saul said, “What
became so afraid that his heart pounded. does he look like?”
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The woman replied, “An old man wearing please pay attention to what I say. Allow
a robe is appearing.”
me to give you some food, in order that
you will eat it and get enough strength to
Then Saul knew that it was Samuel. So
go back to your army.”
he bowed down with his face touching the
15
ground.
Samuel said to Saul, “Why 23 But Saul refused. He said, “No, I will not
have you bothered me by causing me to eat anything.” Then Saul’s servants also
urged him to eat something, and ﬁnally
appear?”
he listened to them. He got up from the
Saul said, “I am very worried. The army of
ground and sat on the bed.
Philistia is about to attack my army, and
God has abandoned me. He does not an- 24 The woman had a fat calf close to her
swer my questions anymore. He does not house. She quickly slaughtered it and
give me dreams to tell me what to do or cooked it. She took some ﬂour and mixed
give messages to prophets to tell me what it with olive oil, and baked it without
to do. That is the reason that I came to putting in any yeast. 25 She placed the food
see you. So you tell me what I should do!” in front of Saul and his servants, and they
16
Samuel said, ”Yahweh has abandoned ate some of it. Then that same night they
you and has become your enemy. So why got up and left.
do you ask me what you should do? 17 He
has done what he told me previously that
he would do to you. He has torn the kingdom away from you, and he is giving it to
someone who is another Israelite—David. 1
The Philistine army gathered at the Val18
You did not obey Yahweh. Yahweh was
ley of Aphek. The Israelites set up their
very angry with the Amalek people group.
tents at the city of Jezreel, which was in
You did not kill all of their animals, with
the same valley. 2 The kings of Philisthe result that you did not show that he
tia divided their men into groups; some
was very angry with them. That is the reagroups had one hundred soldiers and
son that he is refusing to answer you tosome groups had one thousand soldiers.
day. 19 Yahweh will enable the Philistine
David and his men were marching behind,
army to defeat you and all the other Iswith King Achish. 3 But the Philistine comraelite soldiers. And tomorrow you and
manders asked, “What are these Hebrews
your sons will be with me in the place
doing here, marching with us to battle?”
where spirits of dead people are. Yahweh will cause the whole Israelite army to Achish replied, “Their leader is David. He
be defeated by the Philistine army.” After previously worked for King Saul of Israel,
but now he has been living near me for
Samuel said that, he disappeared.
more than a year. During all the time
20
Saul immediately fell ﬂat on the ground.
since he left Saul, I have not seen that he
He was so afraid because of what Samuel
has any faults.” 4 But the Philistine army
had said that he lost all his strength. He
commanders were angry with Achish for
was also very weak because he had not
allowing David’s army to be going with
eaten anything all that day and night.
them. They said to him, ”Send David and
21
The woman saw that he was very wor- his men back to the city that you gave to
ried. She said to him, ”Listen to me! I have him! We do not want him to go with us
done what you requested me to do. I could into the battle. If he goes with us, we
22
So now will have an enemy in our own midst! He
be executed for doing that.
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would please Saul by killing our own soldiers! 5 Have you forgotten that David is
the one about whom the Israelites dance
and sing, saying,

that men of the Amalek people group
had raided Ziklag and some towns in the
southern Judean wilderness. They had
destroyed Ziklag and burned down all
the buildings. 2 They had captured the
’Saul has killed a thousand of our enewomen and the children and everyone
mies,
else, and had taken them away. But they
but David has killed ten thousand of had not killed anyone.
them’?”
3
When David and his men came to Ziklag,
6
So Achish summoned David, and said to they saw that the town had been burned,
him, ”Just as surely as Yahweh is alive, you and that their wives and sons and daughhave been loyal to me. I would like very ters had been captured and taken away.
much for you to ﬁght along with my army. 4 David and his men cried loudly, until
Since the day that you came to me, I have they were so weak that they could not cry
not found that you have any faults. But anymore. 5 David’s two wives, Ahinoam
the other kings do not trust you. 7 So all of and Abigail, had also been taken away. 6
you go back home, and I hope to do any- David’s men were threatening to kill him
thing that the other kings of Philistia will by throwing stones at him, because they
were very angry because their sons and
not be pleased with.”
daughters had been taken away. David
8
David replied, “What wrong have I done?
was very distressed, but Yahweh his God
Since the day that I ﬁrst came to you until
gave him strength.
today, have I done anything that you think
is evil? Your majesty, why will you not al- 7 Then David did not know what to do, so
low me to go and ﬁght against your ene- he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring to me
the sacred apron and the sacred vest.” So
mies?”
Abiathar brought them, 8 and David asked
9
Achish replied, ”I know I can trust you
Yahweh, “Should I and my men pursue the
as much as I could trust an angel from
men who took our families? Will we be
God. But the commanders of my army
able to catch up to them?”
have said, ‘We will not allow David and
his men to go with us into the battle.’ 10 Yahweh answered by means of the stones
So early tomorrow morning you and your in the sacred vest: “Yes, pursue them. You
men must leave. Get up as soon as it gets will catch up to them, and you will be able
to rescue your families.” 9 So David and
light and leave.”
the six hundred men who were with him
11
So David and his men got up early
left, and they came to the ravine of Besor.
the following morning and returned to
Some of his men stayed there with some of
the area where the Philistine people lived.
their supplies. 10 David and four hundred
But the Philistine army went up to the city
men continued to pursue the men who
of Jezreel.
captured their families. The other two
hundred men stayed there at the ravine,
because they were so exhausted that they
could not cross the ravine.

Chapter 30

11

As David and the four hundred men
Three days later, when David and his were going, they saw a man from Egypt in
men arrived at Ziklag, they discovered a ﬁeld; so they took him to David. They
1
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gave the man some water to drink and
some food to eat. 12 They also gave him a
piece of ﬁg cake and two clusters of raisins.
The man had not had anything to eat or
drink for three days and nights, but after
he ate and drank he felt refreshed.

and cattle that had been captured, and his
men caused these animals to go in front
of the rest of the cattle; they said, “These
are animals that we captured in the battle;
they belong to David!”
21

David and his men got back to where
David asked him, “Who is your master? the other two hundred men were waitAnd where do you come from?”
ing, the men who did not go with David
He replied, ”I am from Egypt. I am a slave because they were very exhausted. They
of a man from the Amalek people group. had stayed at the ravine of Besor. When
Three days ago my master left me here, be- they saw David and his men coming, they
cause I was sick and I was not able to go went out to greet them. And David greeted
with them. 14 We had raided the southern them also.
13

Judean wilderness of the Kerethites, and 22 But some of the men who had gone with
some other towns in Judah, and the south- David, men who were evil and troubleern Judean wilderness of the Calebites. makers, said, “These two hundred men
We also burned Ziklag.”
did not go with us. So we should not give
15
David asked him, “Can you lead us to to them any of the things that we recovered. Each of them should take only his
this group of raiders?”
wife and children and go back to their
He replied, “Yes, I will do that if you ask homes.”
God to listen while you promise that you
will not kill me or give me back to my mas- 23 David replied, ”No, my fellow Israelites,
ter. If you promise that, I will take you to that would not be right. Yahweh has prothem.” 16 David agreed to do that, so the tected us and enabled us to defeat the enman from Egypt led David and his men emies who attacked our town. 24 Who
to where the men from the Amalek peo- will pay attention to you if you say things
ple group were. Those men were lying like that? The men who stayed here with
on the ground, eating and drinking and our supplies will get the same amount that
celebrating because they had captured the men who went into the battle will get.
many things from the regions of Philistia They will all receive the same amount.”
and Judah. 17 David and his men fought 25 David made that to be a law for the Isagainst them from sunset that day until raelite people, and that is still a law in Isthe evening of the following day. Four rael.
hundred of them escaped and rode away 26
When David and all the others arrived
on camels, but none of the others escaped.
in
Ziklag, David sent to his friends who
18
David rescued his two wives, and he
were leaders in Judah some of the things
and his men got back everything else that
that they had captured from the Amalek
the men of the Amalek people group had
people group. He said to them, “Here is a
taken. 19 Nothing was missing. They took
present for you. These are things that we
all their people back to Ziklag—young peotook from Yahweh’s enemies.”
ple and old people, their wives, their sons
and their daughters. They also recovered 27 Here is a list of the cities and towns
all the other things that the men of the to whose leaders David sent gifts: Bethel,
Amalek people group had taken from Zik- Ramoth in the southern part of Judah, Jatlag. 20 They took with them the sheep tir, 28 Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa. 29 Also
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Rakal, the cities where the descendants of
Jehrameel and the cities where the Kenite
people group live, 30 Hormah, Bor Ashan,
Athak, 31 Hebron, and all the other places
where David and his men had often gone.

to take away the weapons of the dead
Israelite soldiers, they found the bodies
of Saul and his three sons on Mount
9
Gilboa.
They cut off Saul’s head and
took his weapons. Then they sent messengers throughout their land to proclaim the
news in the temples, where they kept their
idols, and to the other people, that their
army had defeated the Israelites. 10 They
put Saul’s weapons in the temple of their
1
Later, the Philistines again fought goddess Asherah. They also fastened the
against the Israelites. The Israelites ran bodies of Saul and his sons to the wall that
away from them, and many Israelites surrounded the city of Beth Shan.
2
were killed on Mount Gilboa.
The 11
When the people who lived in Jabesh
Philistines caught up with Saul and his
three sons, and they killed three of his in the region of Gilead heard what the
12
sons, Jonathan and Abinadab and Malki- Philistines had done to Saul’s corpse,
Shua. 3 The ﬁghting was very ﬁerce all their bravest soldiers walked all night
around Saul. When the Philistine archers to Beth Shan. They took the corpses of
caught up with Saul, they wounded him Saul and his sons down from the city wall,
and they took them back to Jabesh and
badly with their arrows.
burned the corpses there. 13 They took
4
Saul said to the man who was carrying the bones and buried them under a big
his weapons, “Take out your sword and tamarisk tree. Then they fasted for seven
kill me with it, in order that these heathen days.
Philistines will not be able to thrust their
swords into me and make fun of me while
I am dying.”

Chapter 31

But the man who was carrying Saul’s
weapons was terriﬁed, and refused to do
that. So Saul took his own sword and fell
on it. The sword pierced his body, and
he died. 5 When the man carrying his
weapons saw that Saul was dead, he also
threw himself on his own sword and died.
6
So Saul, three of his sons, and the man
who carried Saul’s weapons, all died on
that same day.
7

When the Israelite people on the north
side of the Valley of Jezreel and on the
east side of the Jordan River heard that
the Israelite army had run away and that
Saul and his sons had died, they left their
towns and ran away. Then the Philistines
came and occupied their cities.
8

The next day, when the Philistines came

400

2 SAMUEL

2 SAMUEL

the crown from his head and his armband,
which I have brought to you, my master.”
11

Then David took hold of his clothing
and he tore it apart, and all the men who
were with him tore their clothes apart as
well. 12 They tore their clothing because
they were very sad and they refused to eat
anything until evening because they remembered that Saul and his son Jonathan
had died, and that so many of the people
of Yahweh had died, and they were sad
because of the great dangers the descendants of Israel had gone through, and because so many of them died in battle.

Chapter 1
1

After Saul died, David and the men who
were with him returned to the town of
Ziklag after defeating the descendants of
Amalek. They stayed in Ziklag for two
days. 2 On the third day, a man unexpectedly arrived there who had been in Saul’s
army. He had torn his clothes and put
dust on his head to show that he was grieving. He came to David and prostrated him- 13
But David asked the young man who
self on the ground in front of David to
had
told him about the battle, “Where are
show respect for him.
you from?” He replied, “My father is a
3
David asked him, “Where have you come descendant of Amalek, but we live in Isfrom?” The man replied, “From the Is- rael.”
raelite army.”
14
David asked him, ”Why were you not
4
David asked him, “What happened? afraid that you would be punished if you
Tell me about the battle!”
The man killed Saul, whom Yahweh made king?
replied, “Our soldiers ran away. Many of 15-16 You yourself said, ‘I killed the man
them were killed. And Saul and his son whom Yahweh appointed to be the king.’
Jonathan are dead.”
So you have made yourself guilty; you de5
David said to the young man, “How serve to die!” Then David summoned one
do you know that Saul and Jonathan are of his soldiers and said to him, “Kill him!”
So the soldier killed him.
dead?”
6

The young man replied, ”I was on Mount
Gilboa where the ﬁghting was. I saw Saul;
he was leaning on his spear. The enemy
chariots and their drivers were coming
very close to him. 7 Saul turned around
and saw me, and he called out to me. I answered him and said, ‘What do you want
me to do?’

17

Then David composed this sad song
about Saul and Jonathan, 18 and he ordered the men with him to teach it to the
people of Judah. The song is called “The
Bow,” and it has been written down in the
Book of Jashar:
19

”You Israelite people, your glorious leaders have been killed on the moun8
He replied, ‘Who are you?’ I replied, ‘I tains!
am a descendant of Amalek.’
It is very sad that these mighty men
have died!
9
Then he said to me, ‘Come over here and
20
kill me. I am in very much pain.’
Do not tell it to our enemies in the
region of Philistia.
10
So I went to him and killed him, because
I saw that he was wounded very badly
Do not tell the people who live in the
and would not continue to live. I took city of Gath.
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Do not proclaim it in the streets of the
It was even better than the way that
city of Ashkelon, or their women would a woman loves her husband and her chilcelebrate.
dren.
27
Do not allow those pagan women to
It is very sad that these mighty men
rejoice.
have died,
21

I hope there will be no rain or dew
and that their weapons are now no
ever again on the mountains of Gilboa
more!
and that no grain will grow in the ﬁelds
there,
because it was there that the shield of
Saul, the mighty king, fell to the ground.

Chapter 2

1
Some time after that, David asked YahNow there is no one to rub olive oil on
weh,
“Should I go up to one of the towns
Saul’s shield.
in Judah?” Yahweh replied, “Yes, go up
22
Jonathan’s arrows were his servants there.” Then David asked, “To which town
who always pierced his enemies and drew should I go?” Yahweh replied, “To Hetheir blood.
bron.”

and Saul’s sword was his servant who 2 So David went up there, taking his two
always struck his enemies.
wives, Ahinoam who was from the city of
23
Saul and Jonathan were loved; they Jezreel, and Abigail, the widow of Nabal,
who was from the city of Carmel. 3 He also
pleased many people.
took the men who had been with him, toThey were together while they lived gether with their families. They all started
and when they died.
to live in the city of Hebron and its sur4
Then the men of
In battle they were swifter than eagles rounding villages.
Judah
came
to
Hebron,
and one of them
and stronger than lions.
poured olive oil on David’s head to show
24
You women in Israel, weep about Saul. they were appointing him to be the king
He provided beautiful scarlet clothes of the tribe of Judah.
for you
on.

and gave you gold ornaments to put

25

It is very sad that my brother Jonathan
has died
He was a mighty soldiers, and his
enemies killed him on the mountain.
26

you.

Jonathan, my dear friend, I grieve for
You were very dear to me.

You loved me in a wonderful manner.

When David found out that the people of
the city of Jabesh in the region of Gilead
had buried Saul’s body, 5 he sent messengers to the men of Jabesh to tell them, ”I
desire that Yahweh will bless you for having buried Saul. By doing this, you have
6
shown that you were loyal to him.
Now I also desire that Yahweh will faithfully love you and be loyal to you. And
I will do good things for you because of
what you have done for Saul. 7 Now, although Saul your king is dead, be strong
and courageous, like the people of Judah,
who have appointed me to be their king.”
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8

However, Ner’s son Abner, the commander of Saul’s army, took Saul’s son Ishbosheth and went across the Jordan River
to the city of Mahanaim. 9 There Abner proclaimed that Ishbosheth was now
the king ruling the regions of Gilead and
Jezreel, and the tribes of Asher, Ephraim,
and Benjamin. That meant that he was the
king of most of Israel.

pursue Abner. He ran straight toward Abner, without stopping. 20 Abner looked
behind him, and said, “Is that you, Asahel?” Asahel replied, “Yes!”
21

Abner shouted, “Stop chasing me; go after someone else!” But Asahel would not
stop pursuing Abner.
22

So Abner yelled at him again, “Stop chasing
me! Why should I kill you? How could
10
Ishbosheth was forty years old when he
started to rule over the Israelite people. I face your brother Joab and explain your
He ruled them for two years. But the tribe death to him?”
of Judah was loyal to David. 11 David ruled 23 But Asahel refused to stop pursuing
them for seven and a half years while he Abner. So Abner suddenly turned and
was living in Hebron.
thrust the butt end of his spear into
12
One day Abner and the oﬃcials of Is- Asahel’s stomach. Because he thrust it
bosheth went from Mahanaim across the very strongly, that end of the spear went
Jordan River to the city of Gibeon. 13 Joab, though his body and came out at Asahel’s
whose mother was Zeruiah, and some back, and he fell to the ground, dead. All
of David’s oﬃcials went from Hebron to the other soldiers who came to the place
Gibeon, and they met at the pool of water where his body was lying stopped and
there. They all sat down, one group on stood there, stunned at Asahel’s body.

one side of the pool and the other group 24 But Joab and Abishai continued to puron the other side.
sue Abner. At sunset they came to the hill
14
Abner said to Joab, “Let us tell some of of Ammah, which is east of Giah, along the
25
our young men to ﬁght each other!” Joab road to the wilderness near Gibeon. The
men from the tribe of Benjamin gathered
replied, “Very well!”
around Abner in a line of battle and stood
15
So twelve men from the tribe of at the top of a hill.
Benjamin fought for Ishbosheth, against
26
16
Then Abner called out to Joab, saying,
Each of
twelve of David’s soldiers.
them grabbed the head of the man against ”Are we going to continue to ﬁght forever?
whom he was ﬁghting, and thrust his Do you not realize that if we continue
sword into that man’s side. The result ﬁghting the result will be very bad? We
was that all twenty-four of them fell down are all descendants of Jacob, so we should
dead. So that area in Gibeon is now called stop ﬁghting each other! How long will it
be until you tell your soldiers to stop pur“Field of Swords.”
suing us?
17
Then the others started to ﬁght also. It
was a very ﬁerce battle. Abner and the 27 Joab replied, “Just as surely as God lives,
men of Israel were defeated by David’s sol- if you had not said that, my soldiers would
have continued pursuing your men until
diers.
tomorrow morning!”
18
Zeruiah’s three sons were there on that
day: Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Asahel 28 So Joab blew a trumpet to signal that
was able to run very fast. He could run as they should stop ﬁghting. So all his men
fast as a wild gazelle. 19 Asahel started to stopped pursing the soldiers of Israel.
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That night Abner and his soldiers went David’s wives.
through the plain along the Jordan River.
These sons of David were all born in
They crossed the Jordan and marched all
Hebron.
the next morning, and they ﬁnally arrived
6
During the conﬂict between those who
back at Mahanaim.
wanted
Saul’s son to rule over them and
30
Joab and his soldiers gathered together those who wanted David to rule over
after they stopped chasing Abner. Then them, Abner was becoming more inﬂuenJoab found out that in addition to Asa- tial among those who wanted Saul’s son
hel, only nineteen of them had been killed to be the king. 7 Saul had as one of his
in the battle. 31 But David’s soldiers had wives a slave woman named Rizpah, the
killed 360 of Abner’s men, all from the daughter of Aiah. But one day Abner
tribe of Benjamin. 32 Some of Joab’s sol- slept with her. So Ishbosheth said to Abdiers took Asahel’s body and buried it ner, “Why have you slept with my father’s
in the tomb where his father had been slave wife?”
buried, in Bethlehem. Then they marched
8
Abner became very angry about what
all during the night, and at dawn they arIshbosheth
said to him. He said to Ishrived back home at Hebron.
bosheth, ”Do you think that I am a worthless dog from Judah? From the beginning
I have been loyal to Saul your father, to his
brothers, and to his friends. And I have
kept David’s army from defeating you. So
1
After that, a long war developed be- now why are you criticizing me about
tween those who wanted Saul’s son to be what I have done with some woman? 9-10
their king and those who wanted David Yahweh solemnly promised that he would
to be their king. But more and more peo- not allow Saul and his descendants to conple began to want David, while fewer and tinue to rule. He promised that he would
fewer wanted Saul’s son.
cause David to rule over all the tribes of
2
David’s wives gave birth to six sons Israel and Judah, from the city of Dan far
at Hebron. The oldest was Amnon, whose in the north to the city of Beersheba far in
mother was Ahinoam from the city of the south. So I hope that God will kill me
if I do not enable that to happen!” 11 IshJezreel.
bosheth was very afraid of Abner, so he
3
The next son was Kileab, whose did not say anything to reply to Abner.
mother was Abigail, the widow of Nabal,
12
Then Abner sent messengers to David
from the city of Carmel.
when he was at Hebron to say to him, “EiThe next son was Absalom, whose ther you or I should be the ruler of this enmother was Maacah, the daughter of Tal- tire nation, but not Isbosheth. However,
mai, the king of the region of Geshur.
if you make an agreement with me, I will
4
The next son was Adionijah, whose help you by encouraging all the people of
Israel to ask for you to be their king.” 13
mother was Haggith.
David sent back this reply, “Good! I am
The next son was Shephatiah, whose
willing to make an agreement with you.
mother was Abital.
But before that happens, there is one thing
5
The youngest son was Ithream, that you must do. When you come to see
whose mother was Eglah, another one of me, you must bring my wife Michal, Saul’s

Chapter 3
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daughter.” 14 Then David sent messengers to Ishbosheth to say to him, “I killed
one hundred men from Philistia and cut
off their foreskins to give to Saul to pay
for Michal to be my wife. So now give her
back to me!”

safely.
24

So Joab went to the king and said, ”Why
have you done that? Listen to me! Abner
is your enemy, but when he came to you,
you allowed him to leave! 25 Do you not
know that he came to you to deceive you
15
So Ishbosheth sent some men to take and to ﬁnd out everything that you are doMichal from her husband Paltiel. But ing, and all the places that you go to?”
when they took her, her husband followed 26
After Joab left David, he sent some mesthem all the way to the city of Bahurim,
sengers
to get Abner. They found him at
crying as he went. 16 Then Abner turned
the well of Sirah and brought him back
and said to him, “Go back home!” so he
to Hebron, but David did not know that
did.
27
they had done this.
So when Ab17
Abner went to the Israelite leaders and ner returned to Hebron, Joab met him at
talked with them. He said, ”You have the city gate, and took him into a side
wanted David to be your king for a long room as though he wanted to speak with
time. 18 So now you have an opportu- him privately. Then he stabbed Abner in
nity for this to happen. Keep in mind the stomach with his knife. In that way
that Yahweh promised this, ‘With the help he murdered Abner because Abner had
of David, who serves me well, I will res- killed Joab’s brother Asahel.
cue my people from the power of all their 28
Later, after David heard what had hapother enemies’.” 19 Abner also spoke to the
pened, he said, ”Yahweh knows that I and
people of the tribe of Benjamin. Then he
the people of my kingdom are not at all rewent to Hebron to tell David what all the
sponsible for Abner. 29 I hope that there
people of Israel and the people of the tribe
will always be someone in his family who
of Benjamin had agreed to do.
has sores, or someone who is a leper, or
20
When Abner came with twenty of his some man who is forced to do women’s
soldiers to see David at Hebron, David work, or someone who is killed in a bat21
made a feast for all of them.
After- tle, or someone who does not have enough
wards, Abner said to David, “Sir, I will food to eat!”
now go and encourage all the people of 30
That is how Joab and his brother
Israel to accept you to be their king, as
Abishai murdered Abner, because he had
you have desired.” Then Abner left, peacekilled their brother Asahel in the battle at
fully.
Gibeon.
22
Soon after that, Joab and some of 31
Then David said to Joab and to all Joab’s
David’s other soldiers returned to Hebron
soldiers, “Tear your clothes and put on
after raiding one of their enemy’s villages,
coarse cloth to show that you are sad, and
bringing with them a lot of things that
mourn for Abner!” And at the funeral,
they had captured. But Abner was not
King David walked behind the men who
there at Hebron, because David had alwere carrying the coﬃn. 32 They buried
ready sent him safely away. 23 When Joab
Abner’s body at Hebron. And at the grave,
and the soldiers who were with him arthe king cried loudly, and all the other peorived, someone told him that Abner had
ple also cried.
come there and talked with the king, and
that the king allowed Abner to go away 33 David sang this sad song to lament for
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Abner:

years old when Saul and Jonathan died
”It is not right that Abner should have in the battle. When people brought that
news from Jezreel, Mephibosheth’s nursedied in disgrace!
maid picked him up and ran away, but she
34
No one tied his hands or put chains ran very fast and she dropped him, and he
on his feet, as they do to criminals.
became crippled in his legs.
No, he was murdered by wicked men!” 5 One day, Recab and Baanah left their
35

Then many people came to David to tell
him to eat some food before sunset, but
David refused. He said, “I hope that God
will kill me if I eat any food before the sun
goes down!” 36 All the people saw what
David did, and they were pleased. Truly,
everything that the king did pleased the
people.

home to go to Ishbosheth’s house. They
arrived there about noontime, when Ishbosheth was taking his midday nap. 6
The woman who was serving as the doorkeeper was sifting wheat; but she became
sleepy and then fell asleep. So Recab and
his brother Baanah were able to creep in
quietly.

37

7

So all the people realized that the king
had not wanted Abner to be killed. 38 The
king said to his oﬃcials, ”Do you not realize that a leader and a great man has died
today in Israel? 39 Even though Yahweh
appointed me to be the king, today I feel
weak. These two sons of Zeruiah, Joab and
Abishai, are very violent. I cannot control
them. So I hope that Yahweh will punish
them severely in return for this wicked
deed that they have done!”

They entered Ishbosheth’s bedroom,
where he was sleeping. They killed him
with their swords and cut off his head.
They carried his head and walked all night
8
through the plain along the Jordan.
They took the head of Ishbosheth to David
at Hebron. They said to him, “Here is the
head of Ishbosheth, the son of your enemy
Saul, who tried to kill you. Your Majesty,
today Yahweh has allowed you to get revenge on Saul and his descendants!”
9

Chapter 4
1

When Saul’s son Ishbosheth heard that
Abner had been killed at Hebron, he became very discouraged, and all the Israelite people with him. 2 Ishbosheth had
two oﬃcers who were leaders of groups
of soldiers. They were brothers with the
names of Baanah and Recab; they were
sons of Rimmon from the town of Beeroth
in the tribe of Benjamin. Now Beeroth is
in the area that had been assigned to the
tribe of Benjamin. 3 But the original inhabitants of Beeroth had ﬂed to the town of
Gittaim, where they still live.

But David replied to them, ”Just as surely
as Yahweh lives—and he is the one who
has rescued me from all trouble, I will tell
you this: 10 When a messenger came to
Ziklag and told me ‘Saul is dead!’ (and he
thought that the news that he was bringing to me was good news), I told one of my
soldiers to kill him. That was the reward
I gave to him for his news! 11 So because
you two evil men have murdered a man
who did nothing wrong—and you killed
him when he was sleeping on his bed in
his own house, I will do something worse
to you. I will surely get revenge on you
two for murdering him, and wipe you off
from the earth!”
12

Then David gave a command to his solSaul’s son Jonathan had a son named diers, and they killed the two men, and cut
Mephibosheth. Mephibosheth was ﬁve off their hands and their feet, and hung
4
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their bodies on a pole near the pool at blind people’.” That is why people say,
Hebron. But they took the head of Ish- “Those who are ‘blind and crippled’ are
bosheth and buried it respectfully in the not allowed to go into David’s palace.”
tomb of Abner, there at Hebron.
9
After David and his soldiers captured
the city with its strong walls around it, he
lived there, and they named it the city of
David. David and his soldiers built the
city around the fortress, starting where
was ﬁlled in on the east side of the
1
Then the leaders of all the tribes of Is- the land
10
David continued to become more
rael came to David at Hebron and said to hill.
and
more
powerful because Yahweh, comhim, ”Listen, we have the same ancestors
that you do. 2 In the past, when Saul was mander of the angel armies, was helping
our king, it was you who led our soldiers him.

Chapter 5

into battle. You are the one to whom Yah- 11 One day Hiram, the king of the city
weh promised, ‘You will be the leader of of Tyre, sent ambassadors to David to
my people. You will be their king.’”
talk about making an agreement between
3
So while Yahweh was listening, all those their countries. Hiram agreed to provide
leaders of the people of Israel declared cedar trees to make lumber, and he also
there at Hebron that David would be their agreed that he would send carpenters12and
Beking. And David made an with them. They masons to build a palace for David.
anointed him with olive oil to set him cause Hiram did these things, David reapart to be the king of the Israelites. 4 alized that Yahweh had truly appointed
David was thirty years old when he be- him to be the king of Israel. He also recame their king. He ruled them for forty alized that because Yahweh loved the Isyears. 5 In Hebron he had ruled over the raelites and chosen them to belong to himtribe of Judah for seven and a half years, self, he had increased David’s own power
and in Jerusalem he would rule over all as king.

the people of Judah and Israel for thirty- 13 After David moved from Hebron to
three years.
Jerusalem, he took more slave women to
be his wives, and he also married other
6
One day King David and his soldiers
women. All of those women gave birth to
went to Jerusalem to ﬁght against the Jemore sons and daughters. 14 The names of
bus people group who lived there. The
his sons who were born in Jerusalem were
people there thought that David’s army
Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15
would not be able to capture the city, so
Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elthey said to David, “Your army will never
ishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.
be able to get inside our city! Even the
blind and crippled people can stop you!” 17 When the Philistine people heard that
7
But David’s army did indeed capture David had been made king of Israel, their
the fortress on Mount Zion; later it was army went up toward Jerusalem to try to
8
known as the city of David.
On that capture David. But David heard that they
day, David said to his soldiers, “Those who were coming, so he went down to another
want to get rid of the Jebus people should fortiﬁed place. 18 The army of Philistia argo through the water tunnel to enter the rived at the Valley of Rephaim southwest
city. That is where my enemies are, even of Jerusalem and spread themselves out
my enemies who are ‘crippled people and inside it. 19 David asked Yahweh, “Should
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my men and I attack the Philistine army?
Will you enable us to defeat them?” Yahweh replied, “Yes, attack them, because I
will certainly enable your army to defeat
them.”
20

So David and his army went to where
the Philistine army was, and there they
defeated them. Then David said, “Yahweh has burst through my enemies like
a ﬂood.” So that place is called Baal Perazim. 21 The Philistine men left their idols
there, and David and his soldiers took
them away.
22

Then the Philistine army returned to the
Valley of Rephaim and spread all over the
valley once again. 23 So again David asked
Yahweh if his army should attack them.
But Yahweh replied, ”Do not attack them
from here. Tell your men to go around
them and attack them from the other side,
near the balsam trees. 24 When you hear
something in the tops of the balsam trees
that sounds like an army marching, attack
them. Then you will know that I will have
gone ahead of you to enable your army to
defeat their army.” 25 So David did what
Yahweh told him to do, and his army defeated the Philistine army and chased it
from the city of Geba all the way west to
the city of Gezer.

Chapter 6
1

3
remained unseen.
The sacred chest
was in the house of Abinadab, on top of a
hill. They went there, and put the chest on
a new cart. Uzzah and Ahio, Abinadab’s
two sons, were guiding the oxen that were
pulling the cart. 4 Uzzah walked alongside
the cart, and Ahio walked in front of it. 5
David and all the Israelite men were celebrating in God’s presence, singing with all
their strength and playing wooden lyres
and harps, and beating tambourines, and
clashing castanets and cymbals.
6

But when they came to the place where
Nakon threshed grain, the oxen stumbled.
So Uzzah put his hand on the sacred chest
to steady it. 7 Yahweh immediately became very angry with Uzzah, and killed
him right there alongside the sacred chest,
because he had touched the chest.
8

But David was angry because Yahweh
had punished Uzzah. So ever since that
time, that place has been called Perez Uzzah.
9

Then David was afraid of what else Yahweh would do to punish them, so he said,
“How can I take the sacred chest with me
to Jerusalem?” 10 So he decided not to
take the sacred chest to Jerusalem. Instead, they took it to another place, the
house of Obed Edom the Gittite. 11 They
left the sacred chest in the house of Obed
Edom for three months, and during that
time Yahweh blessed him and his family.
12

Then David chose thirty thousand Israelite men and gathered them together.
2
He led them to the place in Judah formerly called Baalah, now called Kiriath
Jearim. They went in order to bring the
sacred chest to Jerusalem , the chest that
had the name of Yahweh, commander of
the angel armies, written on it, and that
had the ﬁgures of the winged creatures on
top of it. Between those statues was where
Yahweh himself was present, though he

Some time later, people told David, “Yahweh has blessed Obed Edom and his family because he is taking care of the sacred chest!” When David heard that, he
and some other men went to Obed Edom’s
house, and very joyfully brought the sacred chest from there to Jerusalem. 13
When the men who were carrying the
sacred chest had walked six steps, they
stopped, and there David killed a bull and
a fat calf, and offered them to Yahweh
14
David was wearing
as a sacriﬁce.
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only a linen cloth wrapped around his 23 As a result, Saul’s daughter never gave
waist, and was dancing very energetically birth to any children.
to honor Yahweh. 15 David and the Israelite men took the sacred chest up to
Jerusalem, shouting loudly and blowing
trumpets.

Chapter 7

16

While they were carrying the sacred
chest into the city, his wife Michal, Saul’s
daughter, looked out the window of her
house. She saw King David leaping and
dancing to honor Yahweh. But she was disgusted with him.

1

The king began to live in his palace. By
now Yahweh had caused the enemy people groups to stop attacking Israel. 2 One
day David said to the prophet Nathan, “It
is not right that I am here, living in a beautiful house made of cedar wood, but the
17
They brought the sacred chest into the chest that contains God’s Ten Commandtent that David had erected for it. Then ments is kept in a tent!”
David gave to Yahweh offerings to be com- 3
Then Nathan said to the king, “Yahweh is
pletely burned on an altar, and other ofhelping you, so do about the sacred chest
ferings to promise friendship with Yahwhatever
you think is right.”
18
weh.
When David had ﬁnished offering those sacriﬁces, he asked Yahweh, 4 But that night, Yahweh spoke to Nathan:
commander of the angel armies, to bless
5
”Go and tell my servant, David,
the people. 19 He also distributed food to that this is what Yahweh says to him: He
all the people. To each man and woman is not the one who will build a temple for
he gave a loaf of bread, some meat, and a me to live in. 6 I have not lived in any
raisin cake. Then they all returned to their building from the day that I brought the Ishomes.
raelites up from Egypt until now. Instead,
20

When David went home to ask Yahweh
to bless his family, his wife Michal came
out to meet him. She said to him, “Maybe
you, the king of Israel, think that you were
acting in an honorable way today, but really, you acted like a fool. You were nearly
naked in front of the female servants of
your oﬃcials!”
21

David replied to Michal, ”I was doing
that to honor Yahweh, who chose me instead of your father and other members
of his family, to be the king of the Israelite
people, the people who belong to Yahweh.
And I will continue to dance to honor Yahweh! 22 Even though you think that what
I did was disgraceful, I will continue to
act in this way because I am willing to
be made a fool in my own eyes. But the
female servants whom you were talking
about, they will give me honor!”

I have been living in my sacred tent, moving from one place to another with the
people. 7 Wherever I went with the Israelites as they traveled, I never said to
any of the leaders whom I appointed to
lead them, ‘Why have you not built me a
temple made of cedar wood?’
8

So tell my servant David that Yahweh,
the commander of the angel armies, says
that he took him from a pasture and from
taking care of sheep, and appointed him
to become the ruler of my Israelite people. 9 Remind him I have been with him
wherever he has gone. I have gotten rid
of all his enemies who attacked him. I will
make him very famous, as well known
as the names of all the greatest men who
10-11
Forhave ever lived on the earth.
merly, during the time that I appointed
leaders for my Israelite people, many vio-
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lent groups oppressed them. But this will
not happen anymore. I have chosen a
place where my people can live peacefully
and where no one will disturb them anymore. I will make all their enemies stop
attacking them. And I will defeat all their
enemies.
Tell David that I declare to him that
I, Yahweh, will enable his descendants to
rule after him. 12 When he dies and is
buried, I will appoint one of his own sons
to be king, and I will make him to be a
very powerful king. 13 He is the one who
will arrange for a temple to be built for
me. I will make his rule over Israel to last
forever. 14 I will be like a father to him,
and it will be as though he is a son to me.
When he does something that is wrong,
I will punish him as fathers punish their
sons. 15 But I will never stop faithfully
loving him as I stopped loving Saul, whom
I removed from being king before David
became king. 16 David’s descendants will
rule the kingdom of Israel forever. Their
rule will never end.”

have done them just because you wanted
to do them and because you decided to do
them.
22

O Yahweh my God, you are great.
There is no one like you. Only you are God,
just as we have always heard. 23 And there
is no other nation in the world like Israel. Israel is the only nation on the earth
whose people you went out to rescue, as
you rescued them from Egypt. Then you
made them belong to you yourself. And
for doing all these things, you are now
well known throughout the world. As
your people advanced through this land,
you drove out other people groups who
were in Canaan, along with their gods. 24
You caused us Israelites to be your people
forever, and you, Yahweh, have become
our God!
25

And now, Yahweh my God, I pray
that you will cause the things that you
promised to me about my descendants to
come true and be true forever, and that
you will do the things that you said that
you would do. 26 When that happens, you
17
So Nathan told David everything that will become famous forever, and people
Yahweh had told him.
will exclaim, ‘Yahweh, the commander of
18
When David heard Nathan’s message, angel armies, is the God who rules Israel.’
he went into the sacred tent and sat in Yah- And you will cause that there will forever
be descendants of mine who will rule.
weh’s presence, and prayed this:
27
Yahweh, the God whom we Is”Yahweh, my God, I am not worthy of
all the things that you have done for me, raelite people worship, you have revealed
to me that you will make some of my deand my family is not worthy either.
scendants kings. For that reason, I have
19
And now, O Yahweh my God, in
been brave enough to pray like this to you.
addition to everything else, you have spo- 28
So now, O Yahweh, because you are God,
ken about what will happen to my descenwe can trust that you will do what you
dants in the future for many generations.
promise. You have promised these good
20
O Yahweh God, what more can things to me. 29 So now I ask you that if
I, David, say to you for honoring me? Al- it pleases you, you will bless my descenthough you know very well what I am like, dants, in order that they may continue
Yahweh my God, you have acted toward to rule forever. Yahweh God, you have
me as though I were the most important promised these things, so I know that if
man on the earth! 21 You have done all you do these things, you will keep blessing
these great things to teach me, and you my descendants forever.”
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Chapter 8

9

1

Some time later, David’s army attacked
the Philistine army and defeated them.
They took control over the Philistine city
of Gath and its surrounding villages.
2

David’s army also defeated the army
of the Moab people group. David forced
their soldiers to lie down on the ground
close to each other. His men killed two out
of every three of them. The others of the
Moab people were forced to accept David
as their ruler, and they were forced to give
to him every year the payment that he demanded.

When Tou, the king of the city of Hamath
in Aram, heard that David’s army had defeated the entire army of King Hadadezer,
10
he sent his son Joram to greet King
David and to congratulate him about his
army defeating Hadadezer’s army, which
Tou’s army had fought many times. Joram
brought to David many gifts made from
gold, silver, and bronze.
11

King David dedicated all those items to
Yahweh. He also dedicated the silver and
gold that his army had taken from the nations that they had conquered. 12 They
had taken items from the people groups of
Edom and Moab, from Ammon, from the
3
David’s army also defeated the army Philistine, from the those who descended
of Hadadezer son of Rehob, who ruled from Amalek, and from the people whom
the region of Zobah in Aram. That hap- Hadadezer previously ruled.
pened when he went try to regain power
over the area at the upper part of the Eu- 13 When David returned after defeating
phrates River. 4 David’s army captured the armies of Aram, he became more fa1,700 of Hadadezer’s soldiers who used mous because his army killed eighteen
chariots, and twenty thousand soldiers on thousand soldiers from the Edom people
foot. They also crippled all but one hun- group in the Valley of Salt near the Dead
dred of the horses, and they would be Sea.
used to pull chariots.
5

When the army of Aram came from the
city of Damascus to help King Hadadezer’s
army, David’s soldiers killed twenty-two
thousand of them. 6 Then David stationed
groups of his soldiers in their area, and
the people of Aram were forced to accept
David to be their ruler, and to give to
David’s government every year the payment of tribute money that he demanded.
And Yahweh enabled David’s army to win
victories wherever they went.
7

King David’s soldiers took the gold
shields that were carried by Hadadezer’s
oﬃcials, and brought them to Jerusalem.
8
They also brought to Jerusalem much
bronze that they found in Tebah and
Berothai, two cities that King Hadadezer
had previously ruled.

14

David stationed groups of his soldiers
throughout the region of Edom, and
forced the people there to accept him to be
their king. Yahweh enabled David’s army
to win battles wherever they went.
15

David ruled over all the Israelite people, and he always did for them what was
fair and just. 16 Joab was the army commander. Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud, was
the man who reported to the people everything that David decided that they should
do. 17 Zadok son of Ahitub and Ahimelech
son of Abiathar were the priests. Seraiah
was the oﬃcial secretary; 18 Benaiah son
of Jehoiada was the commander of David’s
bodyguards, and David’s sons were his advisors.
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Chapter 9

and his family. 10 You and your ﬁfteen
sons and your twenty servants must plow
the land for Mephibosheth’s family and
1
One day David asked some of his serplant crops and harvest them, in order
vants, “Is there anyone who is a descenthat they will have food to eat. But Mephidant of Saul to whom I can act kindly?” He
bosheth will eat with me at my house.”
asked this because he had loved Jonathan.
11
Ziba replied to the king, “Your Majesty,
2
They told him that there was in
I will do everything that you have comJerusalem a man named Ziba who had
manded me to do.” So after that, Mephibeen a servant of Saul’s family. So David
bosheth always ate at the king’s table, as
sent messengers to summon Ziba. When
though he were one of the king’s sons.
he arrived, the king asked him, “Are you
Ziba?” He replied, “Yes, your Majesty, I 12 Mephibosheth had a young son named
am.”
Mika. All of Ziba’s family became servants
13
So Mephibosheth,
3
The king asked him, “Is there anyone in of Mephibosheth.
Saul’s family to whom I can act kindly, as who was still crippled in both of his feet,
I promised God that I would do?” Ziba started to live in Jerusalem, and he always
replied, “Yes, there is one son of Jonathan ate at the king’s table.

who is still alive. His feet are crippled.”
4

The king asked him, “Where is he?”
Ziba replied, “He is living in the house of
Machir son of Ammiel, in the city of Lo Debar east of the Jordan River.”
5

So King David sent messengers to bring
Mephibosheth to Jerusalem.
6

When Mephibosheth came to David, he
knelt down with his face on the ground,
to show respect. Then David said, “Mephibosheth!” He replied, “Yes, your Majesty,
how may I serve you?”
7

David said to him, “Do not be afraid. I
will be kind to you because Jonathan your
father was my friend. I will give back
to you all the land that belonged to your
grandfather Saul. And I want you to always eat with me in my house.”
8

Mephibosheth bowed in front of David
again and said, “Sir, I am as worthless as
a dead dog. I do not deserve that you act
kindly toward me!”
9

Then the king summoned Saul’s servant
Ziba and said to him, ”Saul was your
master, and now I am giving to Mephibosheth everything that belonged to Saul

Chapter 10
1

Some time later, Nahash, the king of
the Ammon people group, died; then his
son Hanun became their king. 2 David
thought to himself, “Nahash was kind to
me, so I will be kind to his son.” So David
sent some oﬃcials there, to tell Hanun
that David was sorry that Hanun’s father
had died.
When those messengers arrived in the
land of Ammon, 3 the Ammonite leaders
said to Hanun, “Do you think that it is
to honor your father that David has sent
these men to say that he is sorry that
you father died? We think that he has
sent them here to look around the city
to determine how his army can conquer
4
Hanun believed what they said.
us!”
So he commanded some soldiers to seize
David’s oﬃcials and insult them by shaving off one side of their beards, and by
cutting off the lower part of their robes,
with the result that their buttocks could be
seen, and then they sent them away.
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5

The men were very humiliated, so they
did not want to return home. When David
found out about what had happened to
his oﬃcials, he sent someone to tell them,
“Stay at Jericho until your beards have
grown again, and then return home.”
6

they also started to run away from Abishai
and his men; they retreated back inside
the city. Then Joab and his army left that
place and went back to Jerusalem.
15

After the leaders of the army of Aram
saw that the Israelite army had defeated
them, they gathered all their troops together. 16 Their king, Hadadezer, summoned the soldiers of Aram who lived on
the east side of the Euphrates River. They
gathered at the city of Helam. Their commander was Shobak.

Then the Ammonite leaders realized that
they had greatly insulted David. So they
sent some men to hire some soldiers from
other nearby areas to help defend them.
They hired twenty thousand soldiers from
the regions of Beth Rehob and Zobah
northeast of Israel, and twelve thousand 17
When David heard about that, he gathsoldiers from the region of Tob, and one
ered all the Israelite soldiers, and they
thousand soldiers from the army of the
crossed the Jordan River and marched to
king of the region of Maacah.
Helam. There the army of Aram took
7
When David heard about that, he sent their positions, and the battle started. 18
Joab with all of the Israelite army to ﬁght But the Aramites ran away from the Isagainst them. 8 The Ammonite soldiers raelite soldiers. David and his army killed
came outside their city gate and stood seven hundred of their chariot soldiers
in a line ready for battle. At the same and forty thousand other soldiers. They
time, the foreign soldiers whom their king also wounded Shobak, their commander,
had hired grouped themselves in the open and he died there. 19 When all the kings
ﬁelds nearby.
whom Hadadezer ruled realized that Is9
Joab saw that there were enemy sol- rael had defeated them, they made peace
diers in front of his troops and behind his with the Israelites and agreed to accept
troops. So he chose some of the best Is- David as their king. So the Arameans
raelite soldiers, and put them in positions were unwilling to help the Ammonites any
to ﬁght against the soldiers in the ﬁelds. 10 longer, because they were afraid of IsHe told his brother Abishai to command rael.

the other soldiers, those who were facing
the Ammonite soldiers in front of their
city gate. 11 Then Joab said, ”If the soldiers from Aram are too strong for us to
defeat them, your men must come and
help us. But if the Ammonite soldiers are
too strong for you, we will come and help
your men. 12 We must be strong and ﬁght
hard to defend our people and the cities
that belong to our God. I will pray that
Yahweh do what he considers to be good.”
13

So Joab and his army advanced to attack
the army of Aram, and the Aramites ran
away from them. 14 When the Ammonites
saw that the Aramites were running away,

Chapter 11
1

In that region, kings usually went with
their armies to ﬁght their enemies in the
springtime. But the following year, in the
springtime, David did not do that. Instead,
he stayed in Jerusalem, and he sent his
commander Joab to lead the army. So
Joab went with the other oﬃcers and the
rest of the Israelite army. They crossed
the Jordan River and defeated the army of
the Ammon people group. Then they surrounded their capital city, Rabbah.
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2

Late one afternoon, after David woke up
from a short sleep, he walked around the
ﬂat roof of his palace. He saw a woman
who was bathing in the courtyard of her
house. The woman was very beautiful. 3
David sent a messenger to ﬁnd out who
she was. The messenger returned and
said, “She is Bathsheba. She is the daughter of Eliam, and her husband is Uriah,
from the Heth people group.”

solemnly declare that I will never do such
a thing!”
12

Then David said to Uriah, “Stay here today. I will let you return to the battle tomorrow.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem
that day and that night. 13 The next day,
David invited him to a meal. So Uriah had
a meal with David, and David made him
drink a lot of wine so that he would get
drunk, hoping that if he was drunk, he
4
Then David sent more messengers to would sleep with his wife. But that night,
get her. They brought her to David, and Uriah again did not go home. Instead, he
he slept with her. (She had just ﬁnished slept on a cot with the king’s servants.
performing the rituals to make herself 14
Someone reported that to David, so the
pure after her menstrual period.) Then
next
morning he wrote a letter to Joab,
Bathsheba went back home. 5 After some
and gave it to Uriah to take to Joab. 15
time, she realized that she was pregnant.
In the letter, he wrote, “Put Uriah in the
So she sent a messenger to tell David this
front line, where the ﬁghting is the worst.
news.
Then command the soldiers to pull back
6
Then David sent a message to Joab. He from him, in order that our enemies will
said, “Send Uriah, from the Heth people kill him.”
group, to me.” So Joab did that. He 16
So after Joab got the letter, as his army
sent Uriah to David. 7 When he arrived,
was surrounding the city, he sent Uriah
David asked if Joab was well, if other solto a place where he knew that their enediers were well, and how the war was promies’ strongest and best soldiers would be
gressing. 8 Then David, hoping that Uriah
ﬁghting. 17 The men from the city came
would go home and sleep with his wife,
out and fought with Joab’s soldiers. They
said to Uriah, “Now go home and relax for
killed some of David’s oﬃcers, including
a while.” So Uriah left, and David gave
Uriah.
someone a gift to take to Uriah’s house.
18
9
Then Joab sent a messenger to David to
But Uriah did not go home. Instead,
tell
him about the ﬁghting. 19 He said to
he slept at the palace entrance with the
the messenger, ”Tell David the news about
palace guards.
the battle. After you ﬁnish telling that to
10
When someone told David that Uriah
him, 20 if David is angry because so many
did not go to his house that night, David
oﬃcers were killed, he may ask you, ’Why
summoned him again and said to him,
did your soldiers go so close to the city to
“Why did you not go home to be with your
ﬁght? Did you not know that they would
wife last night, after having been away for
shoot arrows at you from the top of the
a long time?”
city wall? 21 Do you not remember how
11
Uriah replied, “The soldiers of Judah Abimelech son of Gideon was killed? A
and Israel are camping in the open ﬁelds, woman who lived in Thebez threw a huge
and even our commander Joab is sleep- millstone on him from the top of a tower,
ing in a tent, and the sacred chest is with and he died. So why did our troops go
them. I could not possibly go home, eat near to the city wall?’ If the king asks this,
and drink, and sleep with my wife. I then tell him, ‘Your oﬃcer Uriah also was

414

2 SAMUEL
killed.’”

man. The rich man did not want to take
one of his own animals and kill it to pre22
So the messenger went and told David
pare a meal for his guest. So instead, he
everything that Joab told him to say. 23
sent men to take the poor man’s lamb;
The messenger said to David, ”Our enethen he had someone kill it and prepare
mies were very brave, and came out of the
a meal with it for his guest.”
city to ﬁght us in the ﬁelds. They were
driving us back at ﬁrst, but then we forced 5 When David heard that, he was very anthem back to the city gate. 24 Then their gry. He said to Nathan, ”I solemnly dearchers shot arrows at us from the top of clare that the man who did that should be
the city wall. They killed some of your of- executed! 6 He should at least pay back
ﬁcers. They killed your oﬃcer Uriah, too.” to the poor man four lambs for doing this,
25
David said to the messenger, “Go back and for not having pity on the poor man.”
to Joab and say to him, ‘Do not worry
about what happened, because no one
ever knows who will die in battle.’ Tell
him that the next time, his troops should
attack the city more strongly and capture
it. Encourage Joab in this way.”
26

When Uriah’s wife Bathsheba heard
that her husband had died, she mourned
for him. 27 When her time of mourning
was over, David sent messengers to bring
her to the palace. In this way she became David’s wife. She later gave birth
to a son. But Yahweh was very displeased
with what David had done.

Chapter 12
1

7

Nathan said to David, ”You are the man I
have been talking about! And this is what
Yahweh, the God whom we Israelites worship, says to you: ’I rescued you from Saul,
and I made you king of Israel. 8 I gave
you his palace; I let you hold his wives
next to you. I made you king over Israel
and Judah. If you had told me that you
were not content with what I gave you, I
would have given you much more! 9 So
why have you rejected what I have commanded, when I said that my people must
not commit adultery? You have done
what I consider to be very evil! You have
arranged for Uriah to die in battle with the
Ammonites, and you have taken his wife
to be your wife! 10 You have rejected me,
because you took Uriah’s wife to be your
wife. So some of your descendants will always die in battle. 11 I solemnly declare
to you that I will cause someone from your
own family to bring disaster to you. I will
take your wives and give them to that person, and he will sleep with them in the daytime, where everyone can see it, and you
will know all about it. 12 What you did, you
did secretly, but what I cause to happen,
everyone in Israel will be able to see it or
know about it.’”

Yahweh told the prophet Nathan what
David had done, and he sent Nathan to tell
this story to David, ”Once there were two
men in a certain city. One man was rich
and the other was poor. 2 The rich man
owned a lot of cattle and sheep. 3 But the
poor man had only one little female lamb,
which he had bought. He raised the lamb,
and it grew up with his own children. He
would give the lamb some of his own food
and let it drink from his cup. He let the 13
David replied, “I have sinned against
lamb sleep as he held it next to himself.
Yahweh.” Nathan said to David, ”Yahweh
The lamb was like a daughter to him.
has overlooked your sin. You will not die
4
One day a visitor came to see the rich because of this sin. 14 But you have shown
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contempt for Yahweh by doing this. So now the baby is dead. So there is no reayour baby will die.”
son for me to fast anymore. I cannot bring
him back to myself. Some day I will go to
15
Then Nathan went home.
where he is, but he will not return to me.”
Then Yahweh caused the baby, the one 24 Then David comforted his wife,
that Uriah’s wife had given birth to, to Bathsheba. Then he slept with her, and
16
become very sick.
So David prayed she became pregnant again and gave
to God that the child would not die. He birth to another son. David named that
fasted, and he went into his room and lay boy Solomon. Yahweh loved this little boy.
all night on the ﬂoor. 17 The next morning 25 He told the prophet Nathan to tell David
his most important servants stood around to name the baby boy Jedidiah, because
him and tried to urge him to get up. But Yahweh loved him.
he would not get up, and he would not eat
26
Meanwhile, Joab’s soldiers attacked
with them.
Rabbah, the capital city of the Ammon
18
One week later the baby died. David’s people group. They captured the king’s
servants were afraid to tell that to David. fortress, which protected the water supThey said to each other, “While the baby ply. 27 Then Joab sent messengers to David
was still alive, we talked to him, but he to tell him this, ”My troops are attacking
would not answer us. Now, if we tell him Rabbah, and we have captured the city’s
that the baby is dead, he may do some- water supply. 28 Now gather your troops
thing to harm himself!”
and come and surround the city and cap19
But when David saw that his servants ture it. If you do not do that, my troops
were whispering something to each other, will capture the city and it will then be
he realized that the baby must be dead. So named for me instead: The City of Joab.”

he asked them, “Is the baby dead?” They 29 So David gathered all his troops. They
replied, “Yes, he is dead.”
went to Rabbah, attacked it, and captured
it. 30 Then David took the crown from the
20
Then David got up from the ﬂoor. He
head of their king and put it on his own
bathed himself, put lotions on his body,
head. It was very heavy; it weighed about
and put on other clothes. Then he went
thirty-three kilograms, and it had a very
into Yahweh’s sacred tent and worshiped
valuable stone in it. His soldiers also took
him. Then he went home. He requested
many other valuable things from the city.
his servants bring some food. They gave 31
Then they brought the people out of the
him some, and he ate it.
city and forced them to work for them, us21
Then his servants said to him, “We do ing saws, iron picks, and axes. David’s
not understand why you have done this! troops also forced them to make bricks.
While the baby was still alive, you cried David’s soldiers did this in all the cities of
for him and refused to eat anything. But the Ammonites. Then David and all of his
now that the baby has died, you are not army returned to Jerusalem.
crying anymore. You got up and ate some
food!”
22

Chapter 13

He replied, ”While the baby was still
alive I fasted and cried. I thought, ‘Perhaps Yahweh will act mercifully toward 1 David’s son Absalom had a beautiful sisme and not allow the baby to die.’ 23 But ter named Tamar. Another of David’s
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sons, Amnon, was attracted to Tamar,
with whom he was a half-brother. 2 He
wanted to sleep with Tamar very much, so
much that he felt sick with desire. But it
seemed impossible for Amnon to get her,
because she was a virgin, so they kept men
away from her.
3

But Amnon had a friend named Jonadab, who was a nephew to David, son of
David’s brother Shimeah. Jehonadab was
a very crafty man.
4

One day Jehonadab said to Amnon, “You
are the king’s son, but every day I see that
you seem very depressed. What is your
problem?” Amnon replied, “I am in love
with Tamar, my half-brother Absalom’s
sister.”
5

Jehonadab said to him, “Lie down on
your bed and pretend that you are sick.
When your father comes to see you, ask
him to let your half-sister Tamar come
and give you some food to eat. Ask for her
to cook the food while you are watching
her. Then she can serve it to you herself.”

food to my bed and serve it to me.” So
Tamar took into his room the breadcakes
that she had made. 11 But when she
brought them close for him to eat them, he
grabbed her and said to her, “Come to bed
with me!”
12

She replied, ”No, do not force me to do
such a disgraceful thing! We never do
things like that in Israel! That would be
shameful! 13 I would not be able to endure being disgraced by having done that.
And as for you, everyone in Israel would
condemn you for having done such a disgraceful deed. So I plead with you, talk to
the king. I am sure that he will allow me
to marry you.” 14 But he paid no attention
to her. He was stronger than she was, so
he forced her to sleep with him.
15

Then Amnon hated her very much. He
hated her much more than he had desired
her. He said to her, “Get up and get out of
here!”
16

But she said to him, “No! It would be
very wrong for you to send me away. It
would
be worse than what you just did to
6
So Amnon lay down and pretended that
me!” But again he paid no attention to her.
he was sick. When the king came to see
him, Amnon said to him, “I am sick. Please 17 He summoned his personal servant and
allow Tamar to come and make a couple said to him, “Take this woman outside,
breadcakes for me while I am watching, away from me, and lock the door so that
she cannot come in again!” 18 So the serand then she can serve them to me.”
vant put her outside and locked the door.
7
So David sent a message to Tamar in the
palace saying, “Amnon is sick; he wants Now Tamar was wearing a decorated long
you to go to his house and prepare some robe, which was the clothing that was usufood for him.” 8 So Tamar went to Am- ally worn by the unmarried daughters of
non’s house, where he was lying in bed. the king at that time. 19 But Tamar tore the
She took some dough and kneaded it, and long robe that she was wearing, and put
formed them into some breadcakes while ashes on her head to show that she was
he was watching her. Then she baked very sad. Then she put her hands on her
them. 9 She took them out of the pan and head to show that she was grieving, and
put them on a plate in front of him, but he she went away crying.
refused to eat them. Then he said to his 20
Her brother Absalom saw her and said
servants in the room, “All the rest of you,
to her, “Has your half-brother Amnon
leave me!” So they all left.
forced you to sleep with him? Please, my
10
Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the sister, do not tell anyone, and do not be-
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come depressed.” So Tamar went to live 30 While they were on their way home,
in Absalom’s house, and she was very sad someone quickly went and reported to
and lonely.
David, “Absalom has killed all of your
other sons. None of them is alive!” 31
21
When King David heard about all this,
The king stood up, tore his clothes because
he became very angry. 22 And Absalom
he was extremely sad, and then he threw
hated Amnon, because he had forced his
himself down on the ground. All the
sister to sleep with him, so he would not
servants who were there also tore their
speak to Amnon about anything.
clothes.
23
However, two years later, Absalom 32
But Jehonadab son of Shimeah, David’s
hired men to shear his sheep at Baal
brother, said, ”Your Majesty, I am sure
Hazor, which is near the tribal land of
that they have not killed all your sons.
Ephraim. They were going to celebrate
I am sure that only Amnon is dead, bewhen they ﬁnished shearing the sheep,
cause Absalom has been determined to do
so Absalom invited all the king’s sons to
this ever since the day that Amnon raped
come and celebrate with him. 24 AbsaTamar. 33 So, your Majesty, do not believe
lom went to the king and said to him, “Sir,
the report that all your sons are dead. I
my workers have been shearing my sheep.
am sure that only Amnon is dead.”
Please come with your oﬃcials to cele34
In the meantime, Absalom ran away.
brate with us!”
25
But the king replied, “No, my son, it Just then, a soldier keeping guard on the
would not be good for all of us to go, be- city wall saw a large crowd of people comcause we are so many people; we would ing down the hill along the road to the
cost you too much.” Absalom continued west. He ran and told the king what he
35
Jonadab said to the king,
urging him, but the king would not go. had seen.
Instead, he said that he hoped that God “Look there! What I told you is true. Your
would bless them while they celebrated. other sons are alive and have come!”
36
26
And as soon as he said that, David’s
Then Absalom said, “If you will not go,
please allow my half-brother Amnon to go sons came in. They all started crying, and
with us.” But the king replied, “Why do David and all his oﬃcials also cried very
much.
you want him to go with you?”
37-38
But Absalom had ﬂed. He went to stay
But Absalom continued to insist, so ﬁnally the king permitted Amnon and all with the king of the region of Geshur. His
name was Talmai son of Ammihud. AbsaDavid’s other sons to go with Absalom.
lom stayed there for three years.
28
So they all went. At the celebration,
But King David mourned for his son AmAbsalom commanded his servants, “Nonon for a long time, 39 but after that, he detice when Amnon has become a bit drunk
sired very much to see Absalom, because
from the wine. Then when I signal to you,
he was no longer grieving about Amnon
kill him. Do not be afraid. You will be dobeing dead.
ing this only because I told you to do it. So
be courageous and do it!” 29 So Absalom’s
servants did what Absalom told them to
do. They killed Amnon. All the rest of
David’s sons saw what happened and ﬂed,
1
Joab realized that the king was longing
riding on their mules.
27

Chapter 14
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to see Absalom. 2 So Joab sent someone to
the city of Tekoa to bring to him a woman
who was very clever. When she arrived,
Joab said to her, ”Pretend that you are
grieving because someone has died. Put
on clothes that show that you are mourning. Do not put any lotion on your body.
Act as if you were a woman who has been
mourning for a long time. 3 And go to the
king, and tell him what I tell you to say.”
Then Joab told her what to say to the king.
4

So the woman from Tekoa went to the
king. She prostrated herself in front of
him to show honor and then said, “Your
Majesty, help me!”
5

The king replied, “What is your problem?” She replied, ”Please, sir, I am a
widow. My husband died some time ago.
6
I had two sons. But one day they quarreled with each other out in the ﬁelds.
There was no one to separate them, and
one of them struck the other one and
killed him. 7 Now, all my family oppose
me. They are insisting that I allow them
to kill my son who is still alive, in order
that they may get revenge for his killing
his brother. But if they do that, I will not
have any son to inherit my possessions. I
will be without any son at all, and my husband will have no son to preserve our family’s name.”

please pray that Yahweh your God will not
allow my relative, who wants to get revenge on my son for killing his brother, to
be able to do that.”
David replied, “As surely as Yahweh lives,
your son will not be harmed at all.” 12
Then the woman said, “Your Majesty,
please allow me to say one more thing to
you.” He replied, “Speak!”
13

The woman said, ”Why have you done
this bad thing to God’s people? You have
not allowed your son Absalom to return
home. By saying what you have just said,
you have certainly declared that what you
have done is wrong. 14 All of us will die.
We are like water that cannot be picked
up after it is spilled on the ground. God
does not take life away, but instead, God
creates ways for those who have been exiled to return and be restored to their people and to their homes.
15

Now, Your Majesty, I have come to you
because others have threatened me. So
I said to myself, ’I will go and talk to the
king, and perhaps he will do what I request him to do. 16 Perhaps he will listen
to me, and save me from the man who is
trying to kill my son. If my son is killed, it
would result in us disappearing from the
land that God gave to us.’
17

And I thought, ‘What the king says will
Then the king said to the woman, “Go
comfort me, because the king is like an anback home. I will take care of this matter
gel of God. He knows what is good and
for you.”
what is evil.’ I pray that Yahweh our God
9
The woman from Tekoa replied to the will be with you.”
king, “Your Majesty, if any criticizes you 18
Then the king said to the woman, “I will
for helping me, my family and I will acnow ask you a question. Answer it; tell
cept the blame. You and the royal family
me the truth.” The woman replied, “Your
will be innocent.”
Majesty, ask your question.”
10
The king said to her, “If anyone says any- 19
The king said, “Was Joab the one who
thing to threaten you, bring that person to
told you to do this?” She replied, ”Yes,
me, and I will make sure that he will never
Your Majesty, as surely as you live, I cancause you trouble again.”
not say anything to avoid telling you what
11
Then the woman said, “Your Majesty, is true. Yes, indeed, it was Joab who told
8
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me to come here, and who told me what
to say. 20 He did it in order to cause you to
think differently about this matter. Your
Majesty, you are as wise as God’s angels,
and it seems that you know everything
that happens on the earth, so you know
why Joab sent me here.”

messenger to him a second time, but he
still would not come.

22

you did not come to me when I sent messengers to you requesting that you come. I
wanted to request that you go to the king
to say to him, ‘Absalom wants to know
what good it did for him to leave Geshur
and come here. He thinks that it would
have been better for him to stay there.
He wants you to allow him to talk to you.
And if you think that he has done something that is wrong, you can command
that he be executed.’ ” 33 So Joab went to
the king and told him what Absalom had
said. Then the king summoned Absalom,
and he came to the king and knelt down
in front of him with his face touching the
ground. Then the king kissed Absalom to
show that he was pleased to see him.

30

Then Absalom said to his servants, “You
know that Joab’s ﬁeld is next to mine, and
that he has barley growing there. Go and
light a ﬁre there to burn the barley.” So
Absalom’s servants went there and lit a
21
Then the king summoned Joab and ﬁre, and all the barley burned.
said to him, “Listen! I have decided to 31 Joab knew who had done it, so he went
do what you want. So go and get that to Absalom’s house and said to him, “Why
young man Absalom and bring him back have your servants burned the barley in
to Jerusalem.”
my ﬁeld?” 32 Absalom replied, “Because
Joab prostrated himself on the ground,
and then he bowed down before the king,
and asked God to bless him. Then Joab
said, “Your Majesty, today I know that you
are pleased with me, because you have
agreed to do what I requested.”
23

Then Joab got up and went to Geshur,
and got Absalom and brought him back
to Jerusalem. 24 But the king said that he
would not allow Absalom to come to him.
He said, “I do not want him to come to see
me.” So Absalom lived in his own house,
and did not go to talk to the king.
25

Now Absalom was very handsome.
There were no imperfections on his body,
from the bottom of his feet to the top of
his head. In all of Israel there was no
one whom people admired more that Absalom. 26 His hair was very thick, and he
cut it only once each year, when it became
very heavy on him. Using the standard
weights, he would weigh the hair that
he cut off, and it always weighed about
two and one-half kilograms. 27 Absalom
had three sons and one daughter named
Tamar. She was a very beautiful woman.
28

After Absalom returned to Jerusalem,
he lived there two years, and during that
time he never was allowed to see the king.
29
So he sent a messenger to go to Joab to
request him to come and talk to him, but
Joab refused to come. So Absalom sent a

Chapter 15
1

Some time later, Absalom acquired a
chariot and horses to pull it. He hired ﬁfty
men to run in front of him to honor him
while he was riding around Jerusalem in
the chariot. 2 Furthermore, he always
rose early each morning and stood by
the city gate. Whenever someone came
there with a dispute with someone that
he wanted the king to decide, Absalom
would call out to him, asking, “What city
are you from?” The person would tell him
what city and tribe he was from. 3 Then

420

2 SAMUEL
Absalom would say to him, “Listen, I am
sure that what you are saying is right. But
there is no one whom the king has appointed to listen to people like you.” 4 Absalom would then add, “I wish that I were
a judge in this land. If I were a judge, anyone who had a dispute could come to me,
and I would decide it fairly.”

said to him, “All the Israelite people are
joining Absalom to rebel against you!”

5

15

And whenever anyone came near to Absalom to bow respectfully in front of him,
Absalom would reach out and embrace
him and kiss him. 6 Absalom did this to everyone in Israel who came to the king with
a dispute to be decided. In that way, Absalom persuaded all the Israelite people to
be more pleased with him than they were
pleased with his father David.

14

So David said to all his oﬃcials, “We
must leave immediately if we want to escape from Absalom! We must go quickly,
before he and his men arrive. If we do not
do that, they will kill us and everyone else
in the city!”
The king’s oﬃcials said, “Very well, your
Majesty, we are ready to do whatever you
wish.”
16

So the king left ten of his slave wives
there to take care of the palace, but all
the other people in his palace went with
him. 17 When they all were leaving the
city, they stopped at the last house. 18 The
king and his oﬃcials stood there while
7
Four years later, Absalom went to the his bodyguards went by in front of him.
king and said, ”Please allow me to go to Six hundred soldiers from the city of Gath
the city of Hebron, in order that I can do also walked by in front of him.
what I promised Yahweh that I would do. 19
Then David said to Ittai, the leader of
8
When I was living in Geshur, in Aram,
the soldiers from Gath, ”Why are you goI promised Yahweh that if he brought me
ing with us? Go back and stay with Absaback to Jerusalem, I would worship him in
lom the new king. You are not an Israelite;
Hebron.”
you are living away from your own land.
9
The king replied, “I will permit you to go 20 You have lived here in Israel for only
a short time. And we do not even know
safely.” So Absalom went to Hebron.
where we will be going. So it is not right
10
But while he was there, he secretly sent for me to force you to wander around with
messengers to all the tribes in Israel to tell us. And take your troops with you. And I
them, “When you hear the sound of the hope that Yahweh will faithfully love and
trumpets being blown, shout, ‘Absalom be loyal to you.”
has become the king at Hebron!’ ” 11 Ab21
But Ittai replied, “Your Majesty, as
salom had taken with him to Hebron two
hundred men from Jerusalem, but they surely as you live, wherever you go, I will
did not know what Absalom was plan- go. I will stay with you whether they kill
ning to do. 12 While Absalom was offer- me or allow me to live.”
ing sacriﬁces at Hebron, he sent a mes- 22 David replied to Ittai, “Very well, march
sage to Ahithophel from the town of Giloh, with us!” So Ittai and all his troops and
requesting him to come. Ahithophel was their families went with David.
one of the king’s advisors. So the number 23
All the people along the road cried when
of people who joined Absalom and who
they saw them walking by. The king and
were ready to rebel against David became
all the others crossed the Kidron Valley
larger.
and went up the hill toward the wilder13
Soon a messenger came to David and ness.
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24

Abiathar and Zadok, the priests, were
also walking with them. The descendants
of Levi who helped the priests also went
with them, carrying the sacred chest that
contained the Ten Commandments. But
they set it on the ground until all the others had left the city.
25

But then the king said to Zadok, ”You
two must take the sacred chest back into
the city. If Yahweh is pleased with me, he
will some day allow me to return to see it
and the place where it is kept. 26 But if he
says that he is not pleased with me, then I
am willing for him to do to me whatever
he thinks is good.”

able to help me. 34 But if you return to
the city, you can help me by saying to Absalom, ‘Your Majesty, I will serve you as
faithfully as I served your father.’ If you
do that and stay near Absalom, you will be
able to oppose any advice that Ahithophel
gives to Absalom. 35 Zadok and Abiathar
the priests are already there. Whatever
you hear people say in the king’s palace,
tell it to Zadok and Abiathar. 36 Keep in
mind that Zadok’s son Ahimaaz and Abiathar’s son Jonathan are also there. You
can tell them whatever you ﬁnd out, and
send them to report it to me.”
37

So David’s friend Hushai returned to the
27
He also said to Zadok, ”Listen to what city, at the same time that Absalom was
I suggest! Return to the city peacefully, entering Jerusalem.
and take your son Ahimaaz and Abiathar’s
son Jonathan with you. 28 I will wait in
the wilderness at the place where people
can walk across the river, until you send a
message to me.” 29 So Zadok and Abiathar 1
When David and the others had gone a
carried the sacred chest back to Jerusalem,
little way past the top of the hill, Mephiand they stayed there.
bosheth’s servant Ziba met him. He had
30
David and those with him went up the with him two donkeys that were carryMount of Olives. David was crying while ing two hundred loaves of bread, one
he walked. He was walking barefoot and hundred bunches of raisins, one hundred
had something covering his head to show bunches of fresh ﬁgs, and a leather bag
that he was sorrowful. All those who full of wine.
were going with him also covered their 2
The king said to Ziba, “What are these
heads and were crying while they walked.
for?”
Ziba replied, “The donkeys are for
31
Someone told David that Ahithophel
your family to ride on, the bread and the
had joined with those who were rebelling
fruit are for your soldiers to eat, and the
against David. So David prayed, “Yahwine is for them to drink when they beweh, cause whatever Ahithophel suggests
come exhausted in the wilderness.”
to Absalom that he should do be consid3
The king said, “Where is Mephibosheth,
ered to be foolish!”
the grandson of your former master
32
When they arrived at the top of the hill,
Saul?” Ziba answered, “He stayed in
where there was a place where the people
Jerusalem, because he thinks that now the
had previously been accustomed to worpeople will allow him to rule the kingdom
ship God, suddenly Hushai, from the Arki
that his grandfather Saul ruled.”
people group, met David. He had torn his
clothes and put dirt on his head to show 4 The king said to Ziba, “Very well, everythat he was very sad. 33 David said to thing that belonged to Mephibosheth is
him, ”If you go with me, you will not be now yours.” Ziba replied, “Your Majesty,

Chapter 16
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I will humbly serve you, and I desire that ing that evening, they were very tired. So
you will always be pleased with me.”
they rested.
5

When King David and those with him
arrived at the city of Bahurim, a man
named Shimei met him. Shimei, whose father was Gera, was a member of the same
clan that Saul’s family belong to. Shimei
was cursing David as he approached. 6
Then he threw stones at David and his oﬃcials, even though the oﬃcials and David’s
bodyguards surrounded David. 7 Shimei
cursed David and said to him, ”Get out of
here, you murderer, you scoundrel! 8 Yahweh is getting revenge on you all for murdering many people in Saul’s family. And
now he is giving Saul’s kingdom to your
son Absalom. You murderer, you are being paid back for the many people that
you have killed!”
9

Then Abishai said to the king, “Your
Majesty, this man is as worthless as a dead
dog! Why should he be allowed to curse
you? Allow me to go over there and cut
off his head!”

15

While that was happening, Absalom
and all the Israelites who were with him
had arrived in Jerusalem. Ahithophel had
also arrived there. 16 When David’s friend
Hushai came to Absalom, he said to Absalom, “I desire that the king will live a long
time! May you live for many years!”
17

Absalom said to Hushai, “You have been
loyal to your friend David for a long time.
So why did you not go with him instead of
coming to me?”
18

Hushai replied, ”It is right for me to
serve the one whom Yahweh and these
people and all the other people of Israel
have chosen to be their king. So I will
stay with you. 19 Besides, whom should
I serve? Why should I not serve my master’s son? Just as I have served your father,
even so, I will serve you.”

10

But the king replied, “You two sons of 20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel,
Zeruiah, I want nothing to do with you. If “What do you advise that we should do?”
he is cursing me because Yahweh told him
to do so, then no one should ask him, ‘Why 21 Ahithophel replied, “Your father left
are you cursing the king?’ ”
some of his slave wives in the palace to
11
Then David said to Abishai and to all take care of it. You should sleep with them.
his oﬃcials, ”You know that my own son When everyone in Israel hears that you
is trying to kill me. So it is not surprising have done that, they will realize that you
that this man from the tribe of Benjamin is hold your father in contempt. Then all
also trying to kill me. Just ignore him, and those who are with you will be very enallow him to curse me. Yahweh has told couraged.” 22 So they set up a tent for Abhim to do that. 12 Perhaps Yahweh will salom on the roof of the palace. And Absasee that I am having all this trouble, and lom went into the tent and slept with his
some day he will repay me by blessing me father’s slave wives, one by one, and evin return for this man cursing me today.” eryone could see them going into the tent.
13
Then David and those who were with
him walked along the road, and Shimei 23 In those days, people accepted what
continued walking along the hillside near Ahithophel recommended as though he
So
him. While he walked along, he cursed was speaking the words of God.
David and threw stones and dirt at him. just as David had always accepted what
14
When David and those stopped travel- Ahithophel said, now Absalom did also.
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Chapter 17

him are also very brave.
11

1

Then Ahithophel said to Absalom, ”Allow
me to choose twelve thousand men, and I
will take them tonight to go after David. 2
We will attack him while he is tired and
discouraged, and make him very afraid.
Everyone with him will run away. We
only need to kill the king. 3 Then we will
bring back all his soldiers to you, and they
will come happily. You need to kill only
one man—David, and then all trouble will
be over.” 4 Absalom and all the Israelite
leaders who were with him thought that
what Ahithophel said would be good to
do.

So what I suggest is that you call all
the Israelite soldiers, from Dan in the far
north to Beersheba in the far south. They
will be as many as the grains of sand on
the seashore. Wait until they come, and
then you yourself should lead us into the
battle. 12 We will ﬁnd your father, wherever he is, and we will attack him from all
sides, as dew covers all the ground. And
neither he nor any of the soldiers who are
with him will survive. 13 If he escapes into
some city, all our soldiers will bring ropes
and pull that city down into the valley. As
a result, not one stone will be left there on
top of the hill where that city was!”
14

Absalom and all the other Israelite men
who were with him said, “What Hushai
suggests is better than what Ahithophel
suggested.” The reason that happened
was that Yahweh had determined that if
they would accept the good advice that
Ahithophel had given them, they would
have been able to defeat David. But as a result of their doing what Hushai suggested,
7
Hushai replied, ”This time what Yahweh would cause a disaster to happen
Ahithophel has suggested is not good ad- to Absalom.
vice. 8 You know that your father and 15
Then Hushai told the two priests,
the men who are with him are strong solZadok and Abiathar, what both he and
diers, and that now they are very angry,
Ahithophel had suggested to Absalom and
like a mother bear whose cubs have been
the Israelite leaders. 16 Then he said to
stolen from her. Furthermore, your fathem, “Send a message quickly to David.
ther knows how to wage war because he
Tell him to not stay at the place where peohas fought in many battles. He will not
ple walk across the river, near the wilderstay with his troops during the night. 9
ness. Instead, he and his soldiers must
Right now he is probably already hiding
cross the Jordan River immediately, in orin one of the pits, or in some other place.
der that they will not be killed.”
If his soldiers start to attack your soldiers,
and if they kill some of them, whoever 17 The priest’s two sons, Jonathan and Ahihears about that will say, ‘Many of the maaz, were waiting at the spring at En
soldiers with Absalom have been killed!’ Rogel, outside Jerusalem. They did not
10
Then your other soldiers, even if they dare to enter the city, because if someone
are as fearless as lions, they will become saw them, he would report it to Absalom.
very afraid. Do not forget that everyone While they were at En Rogel, a female serin Israel knows that your father is a great vant of the two priests would frequently
soldier, and that the soldiers who are with go to them and report to them what was
5

But Absalom said, “Summon Hushai also,
and we will hear what he suggests.” 6 So
when Hushai arrived, Absalom told him
what Ahithophel had suggested. Then he
asked Hushai, “What do you think we
should do? If you do not think that we
should do what Ahithophel advises, tell us
what you think that we should do.”
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happening, and then they would go and
report it to King David. 18 But a young man
saw them, and went and reported it to Absalom. They found out what the young
man had done, so both of them left quickly
and went to stay in the house of a man
in the city of Bahurim. That man had a
well in his courtyard, so the two men went
down into the well to hide. 19 The man’s
wife took a cloth and covered the mouth of
the well, and then scattered grain on top
of it order than no one would even suspect
that a well was there.
20

Some of Absalom’s soldiers found out
where the two men had gone. So they
went to the house, and asked the woman,
“Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”
She replied, “They went across the Jordan
River.”

River. 25 Now Absalom had appointed his
cousin Amasa to be the commander of his
army, instead of Joab. Amasa was the son
of Jether, an Ishmaelite. Amasa’s mother
was Abigail, the daughter of Nahash and
the sister of Joab’s mother Zeruiah. 26
Absalom and his Israelite soldiers set up
their tents in the region of Gilead.
27

When David and his soldiers arrived
at Mahanaim, Shobi son of Nahash from
the Ammonite city of Rabbah, and Machir
son of Ammiel from the city of Lo Debar,
and Barzillai from the city of Rogelim in
Gilead came to them. 28 They brought
sleeping mats, bowls, clay pots, barley,
wheat ﬂour, parched grain, beans, and
lentils. 29 They brought honey and curds,
sheep, and some cream for David and his
soldiers to eat. They knew that David and
his soldiers would be hungry and tired
and thirsty from marching in the wilderness.

So the soldiers crossed the river and
searched for them. But after they could
not ﬁnd them, they returned to Jerusalem.
21
After they had gone, the two men came
out of the well and went and reported to
King David what had happened and what
Ahithophel had suggested. Then they said 1
to him, “Cross the Jordan River quickly!” David arranged his soldiers for the bat22
So David and all his soldiers quickly tle. He divided them into groups, and he
started to cross the river, and by dawn appointed a commander for each one hundred soldiers and a commander for each
they had all crossed to the other side.
one thousand soldiers. 2 He sent them
23
When Ahithophel realized that Absa- out in three groups. Joab commanded
lom was not going to do what he sug- one group, Joab’s brother Abishai comgested, he put a saddle on his donkey manded a second group, and Ittai from
and returned to his own city. He gave Gath commanded the third group. David
to his family instructions about his pos- said to them, “I myself will go with you to
sessions, and then he hanged himself be- battle.”
cause he knew that Absalom would be de- 3
But his soldiers said, “No, we will not alfeated and that he would be considered a
low you to go with us. If they force us to
traitor and be killed. His body was buried
all run away, they will not be concerned
in the tomb where his ancestors had been
about us. Or if they kill half of us, they
buried.
will not care about that, either. To them,
24
David and his soldiers arrived at Ma- capturing you is more important than caphanaim. At the same time, Absalom and turing ten thousand of us. So it would be
all his soldiers also crossed the Jordan better that you stay here in the city and

Chapter 18
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send help to us.”

I had disobeyed the king and killed Absalom, the king would have heard about it,
4
The king replied to them, “Very well, I
because the king hears about everything,
will do whatever seems best to you.” So he
and even you would not have defended
stood at the city gate and watched while
me!”
his soldiers marched out, group by group.
14
Joab said, “I am not going to waste
5
While they were leaving, the king com- time talking to you!” Then he took three
manded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, “For my spears, went to where Absalom was, and
sake, do not harm my son Absalom!” And thrust them into Absalom’s chest while
all the troops heard about this, that David he was still alive, dangling from the oak
had given this order to the three comman- tree. 15 Then ten young men who carders.
ried weapons for Joab surrounded Absa6
So the army went out to ﬁght against lom and ﬁnished killing him.
the Israelite soldiers who were with Absa- 16 Then Joab blew his trumpet to signal
lom. They fought the battle in the forest that they should not ﬁght anymore, and
where people from the tribe of Ephraim his soldiers returned from pursuing Absalived. 7 David’s soldiers defeated Absa- lom’s men. 17 They took Absalom’s body
lom’s soldiers. They killed twenty thou- and threw it into a huge pit in the forest,
sand of them. 8 The battle was fought all and covered it with a huge pile of stones.
over that area, and the number of men Then all the remaining Israelite soldiers
who died because of dangerous things in who had been with Absalom ﬂed to their
the forest was greater than the number of own homes.
men who were killed in the battle.
18
Absalom had no sons to preserve his
9
During the battle, Absalom suddenly family name because his sons had died
came near some of David’s soldiers. Absa- while they were still young. So while Ablom was riding on his mule, and when the salom was alive, he had built a monumule went under the thick branches of a ment to himself in the Valley of Kings near
large oak tree, Absalom’s head was caught Jerusalem, in order that people would rein the branches. The mule kept going, but member him. He put his name on the
Absalom was left dangling in the air.
monument, and people still call it Absa10
One of David’s soldiers saw what hap- lom’s Monument.
pened, and went and told Joab, “I saw Ab- 19 After Absalom had been killed, Zadok’s
salom hanging in an oak tree!”
son Ahimaaz said to Joab, “Allow me to
11
Joab said to the man, “What? You say run to the king to tell him the good news
that you saw him hanging there, so why that Yahweh has rescued him from the
did you not kill him immediately? If you power of his enemies!”

had killed him, I would have given you ten 20 But Joab said to him, “No, I will not allow
pieces of silver and a soldier’s belt!”
you to take news to the king today. Some
other day I will allow you to take some
12
The man replied to Joab, ”Even if you
news, but not today. If you took news togave me a thousand pieces of silver, I
day it would not be good news for the king,
would not have done anything to harm
because his son is dead.”
the king’s son. We all heard the king command you and Abishai and Ittai: ‘For my 21 Then Joab said to David’s servant who
sake, do not harm my son Absalom!’ 13 If was from Ethiopia, “You go and tell the
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king what you have seen.” So the man swer that question, so he replied, “When
from Ethiopia bowed in respect to Joab, Joab sent me, I saw that there was a lot of
and started to run.
confusion, but I do not know what it was
22
Then Ahimaaz said again to Joab, “Even about.”

though that man from Ethiopia is running, 30 Then the king said, “Stand aside.” So
allow me to run behind him.” Joab replied, Ahimaaz stepped aside and stood there.
“My boy, why do you want to do that? 31
Suddenly the man from Ethiopia arYou will not receive any reward for your
rived, and said, “Your Majesty, I have good
news!”
news for you! Yahweh has enabled your
23
But Ahimaaz replied, “That does not soldiers to defeat all those who rebelled
matter, I want to go.” So Joab said, “Very against you!”
well, then, go.” So Ahimaaz ran along an32
The king said to him, “Is the young man
other road through the Valley of the Jordan and arrived where David was, before Absalom safe?” The man from Ethiopia
replied, “Sir, I wish that what happened to
the man from Ethiopia arrived.
him would happen to all of your enemies
24
David was sitting between the outer
and to all those who rebel against you!”
gate and the inner gate of the city. The
watchman went up on top of the city wall 33 The king realized that he meant that Aband stood on the roof over the gates. He salom was dead, so he became extremely
looked out and saw one man running distressed, and he went up to the room
alone. 25 The watchman called down and above the gateway and cried. While he
reported it to the king. The king said, “If was going up, he kept crying out, “O, my
he is alone, that indicates that he is bring- son Absalom! My son! O, my son Absalom,
ing news.” The man who was running con- I desire that I had died instead of you!”
tinued to come closer.
26

Then the watchman saw another man
running. So he called down to the gatekeeper, “Look! There is another man running!” And the king said, “He also is bringing some good news.”
27

The watchman said, “I think the ﬁrst
man must be Ahimaaz, because he is running as Ahimaaz runs.” The king said,
“Ahimaaz is a good man, and I am sure he
is coming with good news.”
28

Chapter 19
1

Someone told Joab that the king was crying and mourning because Absalom had
died. 2 All of David’s soldiers heard that
the king was mourning because Absalom
was dead. So they became sad that they
3
had defeated Absalom’s men.
The
soldiers returned to the city quietly and
ashamed, as if they had lost the battle instead of winning it. 4 The king covered his
face with his hands and kept crying loudly,
“O, my son Absalom! O, Absalom, my son!
My son!”

When Ahimaaz reached the king, he
called out, “I hope that things will go well
with you!” Then he prostrated himself
on the ground in front of the king and
said, “Your Majesty, praise Yahweh our
God, who has rescued you from the men 5 Joab entered the room where the king
who were rebelling against you!”
was, and said to the king, ”Today you have
29
The king said, “Is the young man Absa- caused your soldiers to be ashamed! You
lom safe?” Ahimaaz did not want to an- have humiliated the men who saved your
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life and the lives of your sons and daughters and your ordinary wives and your
slave wives! 6 It seems that you love those
who hate you and that you hate those who
love you. Everyone realizes now that your
commanders and your oﬃcers are not at
all important to you. If Absalom were
still alive and we were all dead today, you
7
So now go
would actually be happy.
and thank your soldiers for what they did.
Because I solemnly declare that if you do
not do that, none of them will still be with
you by tomorrow morning. That would be
worse for you than all the disasters that
you have experienced since you were a
boy.”
8

So the king got up and went and sat at
the city gate. And all the people were told,
“The king is sitting at the gate!” So they all
came and gathered around him.
Meanwhile, all of Absalom’s men had
gone home.
9

Then all the people throughout the tribes
of Israel started to quarrel among themselves. They said to each other, ”The king
rescued us from the people of Philistia
and from our other enemies. But now he
has ﬂed from Absalom and left Israel! 10
We appointed Absalom to be our king, but
he died in the battle against David’s soldiers. So why does someone not try to
bring King David back?”

commander of my army instead of Joab.”
14

By sending that message to them, David
convinced all the people of Judah that they
should be loyal to him. So they sent a message to the king, saying, “We want you and
all your oﬃcials to return here.” 15 So the
king and his oﬃcials started back toward
Jerusalem. When they reached the Jordan
River, the people of Judah came there to
Gilgal to meet the king, and to escort him
across the river.
16

Shimei, the man from the tribe of Benjamin, also came down quickly to the river
with the people of Judah to meet King
David. 17 There were a thousand men
from the tribe of Benjamin who came
with him. Ziba, who had been the servant of Saul, also hurried down to the Jordan River, bringing twenty of his servants
with him. They all came to the king. 18
They all prepared to take the king and all
his family across the river, at the place
where they could walk across it. They
wanted to do whatever the king wanted.
As the king was about to cross the river,
Shimei came to him and prostrated himself in front of the king.
19

He said to the king, ”Your Majesty,
please forgive me. Please do not keep
thinking about the terrible thing that I did
on the day that you left Jerusalem. Do not
think about it anymore. 20 I know that I
11
King David found out what the people have sinned. Look, I have come today, the
were saying. So he sent the two priests, ﬁrst one from the northern tribes to come
Zadok and Abiathar, to say to the leaders here to greet you today, Your Majesty.”
of Judah, ”The king says that he has heard 21
But Abishai son of Zeruiah, said to
that all the Israelite people want him to
David, “He cursed the one whom Yahweh
be king again. And he says, ’Why should
appointed to be the king! So should he not
you be the last ones to bring me back to
be executed for doing that?”
my palace? 12 You are my relatives. We
have the same ancestor. So why should 22 But David said, “You sons of Zeruiah,
you be the last ones to bring me back?’” what am I going to do with you? It is as
13
And say to Amasa, “You are one of my though you had become my enemies torelatives. I hope that God will kill me if I day. I know that I am still king of Israel, so
do not appoint you to be, from now on, the I say that certainly no one in Israel should
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be executed today.” 23 Then the king said and I will take care of you.”
to Shimei, “I solemnly promise that I will 34
But Barzillai replied, ”I certainly do not
not execute you.”
have many more years to live. So why
24
Then Miphibosheth, Saul’s grandson, should I go with you to Jerusalem? 35 I am
came down to the river to greet the king. eighty years old. I do not know what is enHe had not washed his feet or trimmed his joyable and what is not enjoyable. I canbeard or washed his clothes from the time not enjoy what I eat and what I drink. I
that the king left Jerusalem until the day cannot hear the voices of men and women
that he returned. 25 When he arrived from as they sing. So why should I be another
Jerusalem to greet the king, the king said burden to you? 36 I will cross the Jordan
to him, “Mephibosheth, why did you not River with you and go a little further, and
that will be all the reward that I need for
go with me?”
helping you. 37 Then please allow me to
26
He replied, ”Your Majesty, you know return to my home, because that is where
that I am crippled. When I heard that you I want to die, near my parents’ grave. But
were leaving Jerusalem, I said to my ser- here is my son Kimham. Your Majesty, alvant Ziba, ‘Put a saddle on my donkey in low him to go with you and serve you, and
order that I can ride on it and go with the do for him whatever seems good to you!”
king.’ But he deceived me and left without
38
The king replied, “Very well, he will
me. 27 He lied to you about me. But your
Majesty, you are as wise as God’s angel. So cross the river with me, and I will do for
do whatever seems right to you. 28 All of him whatever seems good to you. And I
my grandfather’s family expected that we will do for you whatever you want me to
would be executed. But you did not exe- do.”
cute me. You allowed me to eat food with 39 Then King David and all the others
you at your table! So I certainly do not crossed the Jordan River. He kissed Barzilhave the right to request from you any- lai and asked God to bless him. Then
thing more.”
Barzillai returned to his home.
29

The king replied, “You certainly do not 40 After they crossed the river, Kimham
need to say any more. I have decided that went with the king, and all the army of
you and Ziba will divide equally the land Judah and half the army of the other Isthat belonged to your grandfather Saul.” raelite tribes escorted the king to Gilgal.
30

Mephibosheth replied to the king, “Your 41 Then all the Israelite soldiers from the
Majesty, I am content that you have re- other Israelite tribes came to the king and
turned safely. So allow him to take all the said, “Why is it that our relatives, the men
land.”
from Judah, took you away from us and
wanted
to be the only ones to escort you
31
Barzillai, the man from the region of
and your family across the river, along
Gilead, had come down to the Jordan
with all your men? Why did you not reRiver from his town of Rogelim to escort
quest us to do that?”
the king across the river. 32 Barzillai was
a very old man, eighty years old. He was a 42 The soldiers from Judah replied, “We
very wealthy man, and he had provided did it because the king is from Judah. Why
food for the king and his soldiers while are you angry about this? The king has
they were at Mahanaim. 33 The king said never paid for our food, and he has never
to Barzillai, “Come with me to Jerusalem, given us any gifts.”
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The men of the other Israelite tribes
replied, “There are ten tribes in Israel, and
only one in Judah. So it is ten times more
right for us to say that David is our king
than it is for you to say that. So why
are you despising us? We were certainly
the ﬁrst ones to talk about bringing David
back to Jerusalem to be our king again.”

will harm us more than Absalom did. So
you take my soldiers and pursue him. If
you do not do that, he and his soldiers may
occupy some of the fortiﬁed cities and escape from us.” 7 So Abishai and Joab and
the king’s bodyguards and the other soldiers left Jerusalem to pursue Sheba.
8

When they arrived at the huge rock in
But the men of Judah spoke more harshly the region of Gibeah, Amasa met them.
than the men from the other tribes of Is- Joab was wearing armor for battle and
had a sword fastened to his belt. When
rael did.
he came close to Amasa, he allowed the
sword to fall on the ground.

Chapter 20
1

9

There was also a man there at Gilgal
named Sheba. He was a man who always
caused trouble. He was from the tribe of
Benjamin son of Bikri. He blew a trumpet and called out, “We have nothing to do
with David, that son of Jesse! So, men of Israel, let us go to our homes!”
2

Joab said to Amasa, “Are things going well with you, my friend?” Then
Joab grabbed Amasa’s beard with his right
hand, in order to kiss him. 10 But Amasa
did not see that Joab was holding another
dagger in his other hand. Joab thrust it
into Amasa’s belly, and his insides spilled
out onto the ground. Amasa died immediately. Joab did not need to stab him again.
Then Joab and his brother Abishai continued to pursue Sheba.

So all the men from the Israelite tribes
deserted David and went with Sheba, but
11
One of Joab’s soldiers stood alongside
the men of Judah stayed with David. They
wanted him to be their king, and went Amasa’s body and called out, “Everyone
with him from near the Jordan River up who wants Joab to be our commander and
who wants David to be our king, go with
to Jerusalem.
Joab!” 12 Amasa’s body was lying on the
3
When David arrived at the palace in
road. It was covered with blood. The solJerusalem, he took the ten slave wives
dier of Joab who had called out saw that
whom he had left there to take care of
many other of Joab’s soldiers were stopthe palace and put them in another house.
ping to look at it, so he dragged Amasa’s
He put a guard at that house, and he probody off the road into a ﬁeld and threw a
vided for them what they needed, but he
cloth over the body. 13 After the body had
never had slept with them again. So they
been taken off the road, all the soldiers
remained shut up in their house until they
went with Joab to pursue Sheba.
died. It was as though they were widows.
14
Sheba went through all the tribes of Is4
One day the king said to Amasa, “Sumrael, and arrived at the city that is called
mon the soldiers of Judah to come here
Abel of Beth Maacah in the northern part
within three days, and you must be here
of Israel. All the members of his faalso.” 5 So Amasa went to summon them,
ther Bikri’s clan gathered there and went
but he did not return within the time that
with Sheba into the city. 15 The soldiers
David told him to.
who were with Joab found out that Sheba
6
So David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba had gone there, so they went there and

430

2 SAMUEL
surrounded the city. They built a dirt
ramp up against the city wall. They also
pounded against the wall to cause it to collapse. 16 Then a wise woman who was in
that town stood on the top of the wall and
shouted down, “Listen to me! Tell Joab to
come here, because I want to talk to him!”
17
So after they told Joab, he came there,
and the woman said, “Are you Joab?”

who reported to the people everything
that David decided. 25 Sheva was the ofﬁcial secretary. Zadok and Abiathar were
the priests, 26 and Ira from Jair town was
also one of David’s priests.

He replied, “Yes, I am.” She said to him,
“Listen to what I say.” He replied, “I am
listening.” 18 She said, ”Long ago people
used to say, ‘Go to Abel town to get good
advice about your problems.’ And that is
what people did. 19 We are peaceful and
loyal Israelites. Our people here are important and respected. So why are you trying to destroy a city that belongs to Yahweh?”

1

20

Joab replied, ”I would certainly never
want to ruin or destroy your city! 21 That
is not what we want to do. But Bikri’s
son Sheba, a man from the hill area in the
tribe of Ephraim, is rebelling against King
David. Put this man into our hands, and
then we will go away from this town.”
The woman replied to Joab, “Very well; we
will cut off his head and throw it over the
wall to you.”
22

Then this woman went to the elders of
the town and told them what she had said
to Joab. So they cut off Sheba’s head and
threw it over the wall to Joab. Then Joab
blew his trumpet to signal that the battle was ended, and all his soldiers left the
town and returned to their homes. Joab
returned to Jerusalem and told the king
what had happened.
23

Joab was the commander of the entire Israelite army. Jehoiada’s son Benaiah was the commander of David’s bodyguards. 24 Adoniram supervised the men
who were forced to work for the king.
Ahilud’s son Jehoshaphat was the man

Chapter 21
There was a famine in Israel for three
years that occurred in the time that David
ruled. David prayed to Yahweh about it.
And Yahweh said, “In order for the famine
to end, Saul’s family need to be punished
because Saul killed many people from the
city of Gibeon.”
2

The people of Gibeon were not native
born Israelites. They were a small group
of the Amor people group whom the Israelites had solemnly promised to protect
when they invaded the land of Canaan.
But Saul had tried to kill all of them because he was very eager to enable the people of Judah and Israel to be the only ones
living in that land. So the king summoned
the leaders of Gibeon 3 and said to them,
“What should I do for you? How can I
make up for what Saul did to your people,
in order that you will bless us who belong
to Yahweh and have so many good things
from him?”
4

They replied, “You cannot settle our
quarrel with Saul and his family by giving
us silver or gold. And we do not have the
right to kill any Israelites.”
So David asked, “Then what do you say
that I should do for you?” 5 They replied,
”Saul wanted to get rid of us. He wanted
to annihilate all of us, in order that none
of us would live anywhere in Israel. 6
Put seven of Saul’s descendants into our
hands. We will hang them where Yahweh
is worshiped in Gibeon, our city , the city
where Saul, whom Yahweh chose to be
king, lived.”
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The king replied, “Very well, I will hand
7
them over to you.”
The king did not
hand over Saul’s grandson Mephibosheth
to them, because of what he and Mephibosheth’s father Jonathan had solemnly
promised to each other. 8 Instead, he took
the two sons of Rizpah and Saul, named
Armoni and Mephibosheth—Rizpah was
the daughter of Aiah and had been Saul’s
slave wife; David also the ﬁve sons of
Merab, Saul’s daughter. Merab’s husband
was Adriel son of Barzillai, was from
the city of Meholah. 9 David handed
these men over to the people of Gibeon.
They took those seven men to Gibeon and
hanged them on a hill where they worshiped Yahweh. They died during the time
of the year that the people started to harvest the barley.
10

Then Rizpah took coarse cloth made
from goats’ hair, and spread it on the rock
where the corpses lay. She stayed there
from the time that people started to harvest the barley until the rains started. She
did not allow any birds to come near the
corpses during the day, and she did not allow any animals to come near during the
night. 11 Someone told David what Rizpah
had done. 12 So he went with some of his
servants to Jabesh in the region of Gilead
and got the bones of Saul and his son
Jonathan. The people of Jabesh had stolen
their bones from the plaza in the city of
Beth Shan, where the men from Philistia
had hanged them on the day that they had
killed Saul and Jonathan on Mount Gilboa.
13
David and his men took the bones of
Saul and Jonathan, and they also took the
bones of the seven men from Gibeon who
had been hanged.

had commanded them to do. After that,
because God saw that Saul’s family had
been punished to pay for Saul’s murder of
many people from Gibeon, he answered
the Israelites’ prayers for their land, and
caused the famine to end.
15

The army of Philistia again started to
ﬁght against the army of Israel. And David
and his soldiers went to ﬁght them. During the battle, David became tired. 16 One
of the Philistine men thought that he could
kill David. His name was Ishbi-Benob. He
was a descendant of a group of giants. He
carried a bronze spear that weighed almost three and one-half kilograms, and
he also had a new sword. 17 But Abishai
came to help David, and attacked the giant and killed him. Then David’s soldiers
forced David to promise that he would not
go with them into a battle again. They said
to him, “If you die, and none of your descendants become king, that would be like
extinguishing the last light in Israel.”
18

Some time after that, there was a battle
with the army of Philistia near the village
of Gob. During the battle, Sibbekai, from
the clan of Hushah, killed Saph, one of the
descendants of the Rapha giants.
19

Later there was another battle with the
army of Philistia at Gob. During that battle, Elhanan son of Jair from Bethlehem,
killed the brother of Goliath from Gath,
whose spear shaft was very thick, like the
bar on a weaver’s loom.
20

Later there was another battle near
Gath. There was a huge man there who
liked to ﬁght in battles. He had six ﬁngers
on each hand and six toes on each foot.
He was descended from the Rapha giants.
21
But when he insulted the men in the
14
David’s servants went to the tomb of
Israelite army, Jonathan son of Shimeah,
Saul’s father Kish, in the city of Zela in the
David’s older brother, killed him.
land of the tribe of Benjamin. There they
buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan 22 Those four men were some of the dealso. In this way, they did all that the king scendants of the Rapha giants who had
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lived in Gath, who were killed by David
It was as though the foundations that
and his soldiers.
held up the sky trembled,
because you were angry.

Chapter 22

9

It was as though smoke poured out of
your nostrils

and burning coals and ﬁre that burns
After Yahweh had rescued David from
everything
came out of your mouth.
Saul and his other enemies, David sang a
10
You tore open the skies and came
song to Yahweh. 2 This is what he sang:
down.
”Yahweh, you are like a huge rock on
There was a thick dark cloud under
top of which I can hide.
your feet.
You are like a fortress, and you rescue
11
You rode through the sky on a winged
me.
creature.
3
Yahweh, you protect me. You are like
The wind enabled you to travel swiftly,
a shield,
like a bird.
and you are the powerful one who
12
The darkness was around you, like a
saves me.
blanket
You are like a place where I ﬁnd refuge.
thick clouds that were full of water
You save me from those who act vio- surrounded you.
lently toward me.
13
Out of the lightning in front of you
4
I call out to you, Yahweh.
ﬁre from burning coals ﬂamed.
You deserve to be praised,
14
Then, Yahweh, you spoke like thunder
and you rescue me from my enemies. from the sky.
5
I almost died. It was as if a huge wave
It was your voice, God, you who
had crashed over me,
are greater than all other gods, that was
1

heard.

and almost destroyed me like a ﬂood.

15
When you sent ﬂashes of lightning,
I thought that I would die. It was as
though death had wrapped ropes around
it was as though you shot your arrows
me,
and scattered your enemies.
16
and it was as though I were in a trap
Then the bottom of the ocean was
where I would surely die.
uncovered.
7
But when I was very distressed, I called
The foundations of the world could
out to you, Yahweh.
be seen
6

I cried out to you, my God.

when you shouted, going into battle
against our enemies

You heard me from your temple.
You listened when I called to you to
help me.

and angry at them.
17

Yahweh, you reached down from
8
Then it was as though the earth quaked heaven and lifted me up.
and shook.
You pulled me up from the deep water.
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18

You rescued me from my strong enemies,
from those who hated me.

28

You rescue those who are humble,

but you watch those who are proud
and humiliate them.
29

I could not defeat them because they
were very strong.

Yahweh, you are like a lamp

that causes it to become light when I
am
in
the darkness.
They attacked me when I was experiencing troubles,
30
With your strength I can break
19

but Yahweh, you protected me.

20

You brought me into a place where I
was safe.
You rescued me because you were
pleased with me.
21

Yahweh, you rewarded me because I
do what is right.
You did good things for me because I
was innocent.
22

Yahweh, I have obeyed your laws.

through a line of soldiers blocking my
way;

I can climb over the wall that surrounds their city.
31

My God whom I worship, everything
that you do is perfect.
You always do what you promise that
you will do.
You are like a shield to all those who
request you to protect them.
32

I have not stopped worshiping you, God.
my God.

Yahweh, you are the only one who is

Only you are like a huge rock on top
All of your decrees were in my mind, of which which we are protected.
and I did not stop obeying all your
33
God, you whom I worship are a strong
decrees.
refuge for me.
23

24

You know that I have not done anyYou lead anyone who is pure in the
thing that is evil.
way he should go.
34
I have kept myself from doing things
When I walk in the mountains,
for which you would punish me.
you enable me to walk safely
25
So you have rewarded me in return
as a deer runs, without stumbling.
for my doing what is right,
35
You teach me how to ﬁght in a battle
because you know that I am innocent
of doing wrong things.

in order that I can shoot arrows well
from
a very strong bow.
26
Yahweh, you are faithful to those who
36
always trust in you,
It is as though you have given me a
shield
and you always do what is good to
those whose behavior is always good.

by which you have saved me,

27

You act sincerely toward those whose
and you have answered my prayers
inner beings are pure,
and caused me to become famous.
37
but you are hostile to those who are
You have not allowed my enemies to
capture me,
perverse.
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battle.

and I have not fallen down during

38

I pursued my enemies and defeated
them.

47

Yahweh, you are alive! I praise you!
You are like a huge rock on top of which I
am safe!
You are the one who rescues me.

I did not stop ﬁghting them until they
were all killed.

Everyone should exalt you.
48

You enable me to conquer my eneI struck them down. I stabbed them mies,
with my sword,
and you cause people of other nations
and they fell down at my feet and did to be under my authority.
not stand up again.
49
You delivered me from my enemies,
40
You have given me strength for ﬁghtand you caused me to be honored more
ing battles
than they were.
and caused those who were attacking
You rescued me from men who always
me to fall down; I trampled on them.
acted violently.
41
You caused my enemies to turn and
50
Because of all this, I praise you among
run away from me.
many people groups,
I destroyed those who hated me.
and I sing to praise you.
42
They looked for someone to rescue
51
You enable me, whom you appointed
them, but no one did.
to be king, to conquer my enemies.
They cried out to you, Yahweh, for
You faithfully love me, David, and you
help, but you did not answer them.
will love my descendants forever.”
43
I crushed them, and they became like
tiny particles of dust.
39

I trampled them, and they became
like mud in the streets.

Chapter 23

You rescued me from those who tried 1 David son of Jesse, was a man whom God
caused to become great.
to rebel against me,
44

The God whom Jacob worshiped made
and you appointed me to rule many
him king of Israel.
nations.
David wrote beautiful songs for the peoPeople whom I did not know previple of Israel.
ously are now under my authority.
45

Foreigners humbly bowed down in
front of me.

This is the last song that he wrote:
2

”The Spirit of Yahweh tells me what to

As soon as they heard about me, they say.
obeyed me.
The message that I speak comes from
46
him.
They became afraid,

3
and they came to me, trembling, from
God, the one whom we Israelite people
worship, has spoken.
the places where they were hiding.
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The one who protects us people of 10 but Eleazar stood there and fought the
Israel said to me,
soldiers of Philistia until his arm became
very tired, with the result that his hand
’Kings who rule fairly over people
cramped and he could not stop gripping
have an awesome respect for me, God. his sword. Yahweh won a great victory
4
They are like the sun that shines at on that day. And afterwards the other Israelite soldiers returned to where Eleazar
dawn
was, and stripped off the armor from the
and causes the grass to sprout after
men whom he had killed.
the rain ends.’
And truly, that is how God will surely 11 The third of the greatest warriors was
Shammah son of Agee from the clan of
bless my family
because he made a covenant with me Harar. One time the Philistine soldiers
gathered at the city of Lehi, where there
that will last forever,
was a ﬁeld full of lentils that they wanted
a covenant in which he promises that to steal. The other Israelite soldiers ran
no part of it will ever be changed.
away from the Philistine troops, 12 but
Shammah stood there in the ﬁeld and
He will surely cause me to prosper,
did not let the Philistine soldiers steal the
and he will always help me,
peas, and killed them. Yahweh won a
and that is all that I desire.
great victory on that day.
5

6

But he will get rid of people who do 13
At one time, when it was almost time
not honor him, just as people throw away
to harvest the crops, three of those thirty
thorns
men went down to the Cave of Adullam,
that injure people if they try to pick where David was staying. A group of
them up with their hands.
men from the Philistine army had set
7
Someone who wants to get rid of thorn- up their tents in the Valley of Rephaim
near Jerusalem. 14 David and his solbushes does not grab them,
diers were in the cave because it was safe
but he uses an iron shovel or a spear
there, and another group of Philistine solto dig them out
diers was occupying Bethlehem. 15 One
and then he burns them completely.” day David very much wanted some wa8
These are the names of David’s greatest ter to drink, and said, “I wish that someone would bring me some water from the
soldiers.
well near the gate at Bethlehem!” 16 So
The ﬁrst was Jeshbaal, from the Hachmon his three greatest warriors forced through
clan. He was the leader of the greatest sol- the camp of Philistine soldiers and drew
diers. Once he fought against eight hun- some water from the well, and brought it
dred enemies and killed them all with his to David. But he would not drink it. Inspear.
stead, he poured it out on the ground to
9
The second of the greatest warriors was be an offering to Yahweh. 17 He said, “YahEleazar son of Dodo, who was from the weh, it would certainly not be right for me
clan of Ahoh. One day he was with David to drink this water! That would be like
when they deﬁed the soldiers of Philis- drinking the blood of these men who were
tia who had gathered there for the bat- willing to die for me!” So he refused to
tle. The other Israelite soldiers retreated, drink it.
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That was one of the things that those three Maharai, from the city of Netophah,
great warriors did.
29
Heleb son of Baanah, also from Ne18
tophah,
Abishai, Joab’s younger brother, was
the leader of David’s greatest soldiers. Ithai son of Ribai, from the city of Gibeah
One day he fought against three hundred in the land that belonged to the tribe of
men and killed them all with his spear. Benjamin,
As a result, he also became famous. 19 30
Benaiah, from the city of Pirathon,
He was the most famous of the greatest
soldiers, and he became their leader, but Hiddai, from the valleys near the valleys
even he was not one of the three greatest of Gaash,
warriors.
31
Abi-Albon, from the clan of Arabah,
20

Jehoiada’s son Benaiah, from the city of
Kabzeel, also did great deeds. He killed
two of the best warriors from the Moab
people group. Also, he went down into a
pit on a day when snow was falling on the
ground, and killed a lion there. 21 He also
killed a huge soldier from Egypt who carried a spear. Benaiah had only his club,
but he attacked the giant with it. Then he
snatched the spear from the man’s hand
22
and killed him with his own spear.
Those are some of the things that Benaiah
did. As a result, he became famous, like
the three greatest warriors were. 23 He
was more honored than the other greatest soldiers, but not as famous as the three
greatest. David appointed him to be the
commander of his bodyguards.
24

These are the names of the great
warriors:
Asahel, the younger brother of Joab,
Elhanan son of Dodo, from Bethlehem,
Shammah and Elika, from the clan of
Harod,
Helez, from the city of Pelet,
Abiezer, from the city of Anathoth,

Mebunnai whose other name
Sibbekai, from Hushah’s clan,

Eliahba, from the city of Shaalbon—

The sons of Jashen,
Jonathan son of Shammah from the city of
Harar,
33

Ahiam the son of Sharar, from Harar,

34

Eliphelet son of Ahasbai, from the city
of Maacah,
Eliam son of Ahithophel, from the city of
Gilo,
35

Hezro, from the city of Carmel,

Paarai, from the city of Arba,
36

Igal son of Nathan, from the city of
Zobah,
Bani, from the tribe of Gad;
37

Zelek, from the Ammon people group,

Naharai, the man who carried Joab’s
weapons, from the city of Beeroth,
Ira and Gareb, from the city of Jattir,

39

Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, from the
Heth people group.
Altogether, there were thirty-seven
famous soldiers.

Ira son of Ikkesh, from the city of Tekoa,
27

32

38

25

26

Azmaveth, from the city of Bahurim,

was

Chapter 24

28

Zalmon whose other name was Ilai, 1 Yahweh was angry with the Israelite peofrom Ahoh’s clan,
ple again, so he incited David to cause
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trouble for them. He said to David, “Send 10 But after David’s men had counted the
some men to count the people of Israel people, David regretted that he had told
and Judah.”
them to do that. One night he said to Yahweh, “I have committed a very great sin.
2
So the king said to Joab, the commanPlease forgive me, because what I have
der of his army, “Go with your oﬃcers
done is very foolish.”
through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan
in the far north to Beersheba in the far 11 When David got up the next morning,
south, and count the people, in order that Yahweh gave a message to the prophet
I may know how many people there are Gad. He said to him, 12 “Go and tell this
who are able to be soldiers in the army.” to David, ‘I am allowing you to choose one
3
But Joab replied to the king, “Your of three things to punish you. I will do
Majesty, I wish that Yahweh our God will whichever one you choose.’ ”
cause there to be a hundred times as many
people in Israel as there are now, and I
wish that you would see that happen before you die. But why do you want us to
do this?”

13

So Gad went to David and told him what
Yahweh had said. He said to David, “You
can choose whether there will be three
years of famine in your land, or three
months of your army running away from
4
But the king commanded Joab and his of- your enemies, or three days when there
ﬁcers to do it. So they left the king and will be a plague in your land. You must
think about it and choose which one you
went out to count the people of Israel.
want, and tell me, and I will return to Yah5
They crossed the Jordan River and set weh and tell him what your answer is.”
up their tents south of Aroer, in the mid14
David said to Gad, “All those are very
dle of the valley, in the territory that was
given to the tribe of Gad. From there terrible things for me to choose between!
they went north to Jazer. 6 Then they But allow Yahweh to punish me, because
went north to Gilead and to Kadesh, in he is very merciful. Do not allow humans
the land where the Heth people group to punish me, because they will not be
lived. Then they went to Dan in the far merciful.”
north of Israel, and then further west, to 15 So Yahweh sent a plague on the Israelite
Sidon near the Mediterranean Sea. 7 Then people. It started that morning and did
they went south to Tyre, a city with high not stop until the time that he had chosen.
walls around it, and to all the cities where All over the land, from Dan to Beersheba,
the Hiv and Canaan people groups lived. there were seventy thousand Israelites
Then they went east to Beersheba, in the who died because of the plague. 16 When
southern wilderness of Judah.
Yahweh’s angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy the people by
this plague, Yahweh grieved about punishing any more people. He said to the angel who was killing them with the plague,
“Stop
what you are doing! That is enough!”
9
They reported to the king the number of
When he said that, the angel was standing
people that they had counted. There were
at the ground where Araunah, from the Je800,000 men in Israel and 500,000 men in
bus people group, threshed grain.
Judah who were able to become soldiers
17
When David saw the angel who was
in the army.
8

After nine months and twenty days,
when they had ﬁnished going throughout
the land and counting the people, they returned to Jerusalem.
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causing the people to become sick and
die, he said to Yahweh, “Truly, I am the
one who has committed the sin. I have
done a very wicked thing, but these people are as innocent as sheep. They have
certainly not done anything that is wrong.
So you should punish me and my family,
not these people!”

burned on the altar, and he also offered
sacriﬁces to restore fellowship with Yahweh. Then, Yahweh answered David’s
prayers, and he caused the plague in Israel to end.

18

That day Gad came to David and said
to him, “Go up to the place where Araunah threshes grain, and build an altar to
worship Yahweh there.” 19 So David did
what Gad told him to do, which was what
Yahweh had commanded, and he went up
there. 20 When Araunah looked down and
saw the king and his oﬃcials coming toward him, he prostrated himself on the
ground in front of the king, with his face
touching the ground.
21

Araunah said, “Your Majesty, why have
you come to me?” David replied, “I have
come to buy this ground where you thresh
grain, in order to build an altar to Yahweh
and offer sacriﬁces on it, so that he will
stop the plague.”
22

Araunah replied to David, ”Your
Majesty, offer to Yahweh whatever you
wish. Here, take my oxen to use for the offering that will be completely burned on
the altar. And here, take their yokes and
the boards that I use for the threshing, and
use them for the wood that you will burn.
23
I, Araunah, am giving all this to you, my
king.” Then he said, “I desire that Yahweh
our God will accept your offering.”
24

But the king said to Araunah, “No, I will
not take these things as a gift. I will pay
you for it. I will not offer sacriﬁces that
have cost me nothing, and offer them to
Yahweh to be completely burned on the
altar.” So he paid ﬁfty pieces of silver to
Araunah for the oxen and the ground.
25

Then David built an altar to Yahweh,
and he offered the oxen to be completely
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Jerusalem, to sacriﬁce some sheep and
oxen and fattened cattle. He invited most
of his brothers, King David’s other sons, to
come. He also invited all of the king’s ofﬁcials from Judah to come to the celebration. 10 But he did not invite Nathan, Bena1
When King David was very old, even iah, or the king’s most capable soldiers, or
though his servants put many blankets his younger brother Solomon.
on top of him at night, he was unable to 11
Nathan found out what they were dokeep warm. 2 So they said to him, “Your
ing, so he went to Solomon’s mother
Majesty, allow us to search for a young virBathsheba and asked her, ”Have you not
gin who can stay with you and take care of
heard that Haggith’s son Adonijah is makyou. She can sleep close to you and make
ing himself king? And King David does not
you warm.”
know about it! 12 So if you want to save
3
The king gave them permission, so yourself and your son Solomon from bethey searched throughout Israel for a ing killed, allow me to tell you what you
beautiful young woman. They found a should do. 13 Go right away to King David.
woman named Abishag, from the town of Say to him, ‘Your Majesty, you solemnly
Shunem, and brought her to the king. 4 promised me that my son Solomon would
She was truly very beautiful. She took become the king after you die and that he
care of the king, but the king did not have would sit on your throne and rule. So why
sexual relations with her.
are people saying that Adonijah is now
14
5-6
Then, Bathsheba, while you are
After Absalom died, David’s oldest son king?’
was Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith. still talking to the king, I will come in and
He was a very handsome man. But David tell him that what you are saying to him
had never rebuked him about anything he about Adonijah is true.”

Chapter 1

did. After Absalom died, he thought that
he would become king. So he started to
boast, saying, “I will become king now.”
Then he provided for himself some chariots, and men to drive them, and horses to
pull them, and ﬁfty men to run as his bodyguards in front of those chariots wherever
he went.
7

One day he conferred with Joab, David’s
army commander, and Abiathar the
priest, and they promised to help Adonijah. 8 But other important people refused
to help him. These included Zadok, who
was also a priest, Benaiah who had supervised David’s bodyguards, Nathan the
prophet, Shimei and Rei, and David’s most
capable soldiers.
9

One day Adonijah went to stone of
Zoheleth near En Rogel, which is near

15

So Bathsheba went to see the king in his
bedroom. He was very old, and Abishag
was taking care of him. 16 Bathsheba
bowed very low in front of the king, and
the king asked her, “What do you want?”
17

She replied, ”Your Majesty, you
solemnly promised me, knowing that Yahweh our God was listening, that my son
Solomon would become king after you
die and that he would sit on your throne
and rule. 18 But now, Adonijah has made
himself king, and you do not know anything about it. 19 He has sacriﬁced a lot of
oxen and fattened cattle and sheep, and
he has invited all of your other sons to
the celebration. He has also invited Abiathar the priest and Joab the commander
of your army, but he did not invite your
son Solomon. 20 Your Majesty, all the peo-
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ple of Israel are expecting you to tell them
who is the one who will become king after you are no longer with us. 21 If you
do not do that, what will happen is that
after you die people will consider that my
son Solomon and I are rebelling, and they
will execute us because we did not help
Adonijah to become king.”
22

While she was still talking to the king,
Nathan came to the palace. 23 The king’s
servants told David, “Nathan the prophet
has come.” So Bathsheba left, and Nathan
went into where the king was and knelt
down, with his face on the ground.
24

Then Nathan said, ”Your Majesty, have
you declared that Adonijah will become
king after you? 25 I say that because today he has gone down to En Rogel and
has sacriﬁced a lot of oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep. And he has invited all of
your other sons, Joab the army commander, and Abiathar the priest. They are all
eating and drinking with him and saying,
‘We hope that King Adonijah will live a
long time!’ 26 But he did not invite me or
Zadok the priest or Benaiah or Solomon.
27
Did you say that they should do this
without telling your other oﬃcials who
you want to become king after you are no
longer the king?”
28

Then King David said, “Tell Bathsheba
to come in here again.” So someone went
and told her, and she came in and stood in
front of the king.
29-30

Then the king said, “Yahweh has rescued me from all my troubles. I promised
you, with Yahweh the God whom we Israelites worship listening, that your son
Solomon would be king after I am no
longer the king. Today, as surely as Yahweh lives, I solemnly declare that I will
do what I promised.” 31 Bathsheba knelt
down with her face on the ground and
said, “Your Majesty, I hope you will live
forever!”

32

Then King David said to a servant, “Summon Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet,
and Benaiah.” So a servant went and summoned them. When they came in, 33 he
said to them, ”Put my son Solomon on my
mule. Take him with my oﬃcials down
to the spring at Gihon. 34 There, you two,
Zadok and Nathan, must anoint him with
olive oil to appoint him to be the king of
Israel. Then you two must blow trumpets,
and all the people there must shout, ‘We
hope that King Solomon will live for many
years!’ 35 Then follow him back here, and
he will come and sit on my throne. He will
then become king instead of me. I have appointed him to be the ruler of all the people of Israel and of Judah.”
36

Benaiah replied, ”We will do that! We
hope that Yahweh, who is your God and
our God, will cause it to happen! 37 King
David, Yahweh has helped you. We hope
that he will also help Solomon and enable
him to become an even greater king than
you have been.”
38

So Zadok, Nathan, Benaiah, and the two
groups of men who were the king’s bodyguards went and put Solomon on King
David’s mule and escorted him down to
the spring at Gihon. 39 There Zadok took
the container of olive oil from the sacred
tent and anointed Solomon. Then two
of them blew trumpets, and all the people shouted, “We hope that King Solomon
will live for many years!” 40 Then all the
people followed him back up to the city,
shouting joyfully and playing ﬂutes. They
shouted very loudly, so that the ground
shook.
41

When Adonijah and all his guests were
ﬁnishing eating at their celebration, they
heard the noise. When Joab heard the
sound of the trumpets, he asked, “What is
the meaning of all that noise in the city?”
42

While he was still speaking, Jonathan
son of Abiathar the priest, arrived. Adoni-
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jah said, “Come in! You are a man whom will be executed.” 53 So King Solomon sent
we can trust, so you must be bringing us some men to Adonijah, and they brought
good news!”
him back from the altar. He came to
Solomon and bowed down in front of him.
43
Jonathan replied, ”No, I do not have
Then Solomon said to him, “Go home.”
good news! His Majesty, King David, has
made Solomon to be the king! 44 He sent
Zadok, Nathan, Benaiah, and the his own
groups of bodyguards to go with Solomon.
They put Solomon on King David’s mule.
45
They went down to the spring at Gi- 1 When David knew that he was about to
hon, and there Zadok and Nathan have die, he gave these ﬁnal instructions to his
anointed him to become the king. Now son Solomon:
they have returned from there to the city, 2
”I am about to die, as everyone else on
shouting joyfully. That is why there is that
46
earth
does. Be courageous and conduct
great noise that you are hearing.
So
3
Do what YahSolomon is now our king. 47 Furthermore, yourself as man should.
the palace oﬃcials came to His Majesty, weh our God tells you to do. Conduct yourKing David, to tell him that they approved self as he wants you to do. Obey all of his
of what he had done. They said, ‘We wish laws and commands and decrees and inthat God will make Solomon even more fa- structions that are written in the laws that
mous than you have been and enable him Moses gave us. Do this in order that you
all that you do and wherto be an even better king than you have will prosper in
4
If
you continually do that,
ever
you
go.
been.’ When they said that, the king, lying on his bed, bowed his head to worship Yahweh will do what he promised me. He
Yahweh. 48 Then he said, ‘I praise Yahweh, said, ‘If your descendants do what I tell
the God whom we Israelites worship, be- them to do, and faithfully obey my comcause he has allowed one of my sons to mands with all their inner beings, they
become the king today and has permitted will always be the ones who will rule Israel.’
me to see it happen.’”
5
49
Then all of Adonijah’s guests trembled, There is something else that I want you
so they all immediately got up and left to do. You know what Joab did to me. He
and scattered. 50 Adonijah was afraid of killed my two army commanders, Abner
them violently.
what Solomon would do, so he went to the and Amasa. He murdered
6
sacred tent and grabbed the projections He is guilty of murder. Because you are
at the corners of the altar, because he wise, do to him what you think is best for
thought that no one would kill him there. you to do, but do not allow him to become
51
But someone told Solomon, “See, Adoni- old and die peacefully.

Chapter 2

jah is afraid of you, so he has gone to the
sacred tent and is holding on to the altar.
He is saying, ‘Before I leave, I want King
Solomon to solemnly promise that he will
not command that I be executed.’ ”
52

7

But act kindly toward the sons of Barzillai, the man from the region of Gilead,
and be sure that they always have enough
food to eat. Do that because Barzillai
helped me when I was running away from
your older brother Absalom.

Solomon replied, “If he proves that he
is loyal to me, I will not harm him at all. 8 Also, you remember Gera’s son Shimei
But if he does anything that is wrong, he from the town of Bahurim in the area
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where the descendants of Benjamin live.
You know what he did to me. He cursed
me terribly on the day I left Jerusalem
and went to the town of Mahanaim. But
when he later came down to see me when
I was crossing the Jordan River, I solemnly
promised, while Yahweh listened, that I
would not cause him to be executed. 9 But
now you must surely punish him. You are
a wise man, so you will know what you
should do to him. He is an old man, but
be sure that his blood ﬂows when he dies
.”

The king got up from his throne and went
to greet her and bowed down to her. Then
he sat on his throne again and asked someone to bring a chair for her. So she sat
down at the king’s right side.
20

Then she said, “I have one small thing
that I want you do. Please do not say
that you will not do it.” The king replied,
“Mother, what do you want? I will not
refuse you.”
21

She said, “Allow Abishag to be given
to your older brother Adonijah to be his
10
Then David died and was buried in that wife.”
part of Jerusalem which was called the 22 The king replied angrily, “What? Are
city of David. 11 David had been king of you requesting me to give Abishag to
Israel for forty years. He ruled for seven Adonijah? Does he want me to allow him
years in Hebron and for thirty-three years to rule the kingdom, too? Because he is
in Jerusalem. 12 Solomon became the my older brother, does he think that he
ruler to take the place of his father David should be the king? Does he think that
and took control of all of the kingdom.
Abiathar should be the priest instead of
13
One day Adonijah came to Solomon’s Zadok, and that Joab should be the army
mother Bathsheba. She said to him, “Have commander instead of Benaiah because
you come because you want things to go they supported him when he tried to become the king?”
well?” He replied, “Yes.”
But then he said, “I have something to 23 Then Solomon solemnly promised, rerequest you to do.” She said, “Tell me what questing Yahweh to listen, ”I wish God to
strike me and kill me if I do not cause
you want me to do.”
15
He said, ”You know that all the Israelite Adonijah24 to be executed for requesting
Yahweh has appointed me to
people expected me to be their king be- this!
be
the
king
and placed me here to rule
cause I am David’s oldest son. But that did
not happen. Instead, my younger brother as my father David did. He has promised
became king, because that is what Yah- that my descendants will be the kings of
weh wanted. 16 Now I have one thing that Israel. So just as surely as Yahweh lives,
that Adonijah will be
I request you to do. Please do not refuse to I solemnly promise
25
So
King Solomon gave
executed
today!”
do it.” She replied, “Tell me what you want
orders to Benaiah to go and kill Adonijah,
me to do.”
and Benaiah did that.
17
He said, “Please ask King Solomon to
26
Then Solomon said to Abiathar the
give to me Abishag, the woman from the
town of Shunem, to be my wife. I am sure priest, “Go to the town of Anathoth, to
your land there. You deserve to be killed,
that he will not refuse.”
but I will not execute you now, because
18
Bathsheba replied, “Very well, I will you were the one who supervised the
speak to the king for you.”
men who carried Yahweh’s sacred chest
19
So Bathsheba went to King Solomon. for David my father, and you endured all
14
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the troubles that my father endured.” 27
So Solomon dismissed Abiathar from being the priest of Yahweh. By doing that
he caused to happen what Yahweh had
said many years previously at Shiloh, that
some day he would get rid of the descendants of Eli.

and he appointed Zadok to be the priest
instead of Abiathar.
36

Then the king sent a messenger to
summon Shimei, and the king said to
him, ”Build a house for yourself here in
Jerusalem. Remain there and do not leave
the city to go anywhere. 37 Be sure that
28
Joab had not supported Absalom when the day that you leave Jerusalem and go
he tried to become the king, but he had across the Kidron Brook, you will be exesupported Adonijah. So when Joab heard cuted, and it will be your own fault.”
what had happened, he ran to the sacred 38
Shimei replied, “Your Majesty, what you
tent, and he took hold of the altar because
say
is good. I will do what you have said.”
he thought that no one would kill him
there. 29 When someone told Solomon So Shimei remained in Jerusalem for sevthat Joab had run to the sacred tent and eral years.
was alongside the altar, Solomon told Be- 39 But three years later, two of Shimei’s
naiah, “Go and execute Joab.”
slaves ran away. They went to stay with
30
So Benaiah went to the sacred tent and Maacah’s son Achish, the king of the city
said to Joab, “The king commands that you of Gath. When someone told Shimei that
40
he put a saddle on
come out.” But Joab replied, “No, I will die they were in Gath,
his
donkey
and
got
on
the donkey and
here.” So Benaiah went back to the king
and reported what he had said to Joab, went to Gath. He found his slaves staying
with King Achish and brought them back
and what Joab had replied.
home.
31
The king replied to him, ”Do what he
41
But someone told King Solomon that
has requested. Kill him and bury his body.
Shimei
had gone from Jerusalem to Gath
If you do that, I and my descendants will
42
no longer be punished for what Joab did and had returned. So the king sent a solwhen he killed two men who were inno- dier to summon Shimei and said to him,
32
But I hope that Yahweh will ”I told you to solemnly promise, knowcent.
punish Joab for attacking and killing Ab- ing that Yahweh was listening, that you
ner, the commander of the army of Israel, must not leave Jerusalem. I told you, ‘Be
and Amasa, the commander of the army sure that if you ever leave Jerusalem, you
of Judah, who were both much better men will be executed.’ And you replied to me,
than he is. My father David did not even ‘What you have said is good; I will do what
43
So why did you not do
know that Joab was planning to murder you have said.’
33
what
you
solemnly
promised to Yahweh?
I hope that Yahweh will punish
them.
Joab and his descendants forever for his Why did you disobey what I commanded
murdering Abner and Amasa. But I hope you?”
that things will go well forever for David’s 44
The king also said to Shimei, ”You know
descendants who rule as he did.”
in your inner being all the evil things that
34
So Benaiah went into the sacred tent you did to my father David. So Yahweh
and killed Joab. Joab was buried on his will now punish you for the evil things
property in the wilderness of Judah. 35 that you did. 45 But Yahweh will bless me,
Then the king appointed Benaiah to be the and he will enable David’s descendants to
commander of the army instead of Joab, rule forever.”
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46

Then the king gave a command to Bena- know how to rule my people at all. 8 I live
iah son of Jehoiada. He went out and put among the people whom you have choShimei to death.
sen. They are a very large group of people.
There are very, very many of them; no one
So Solomon obtained complete control of
can count them. 9 So please enable me to
the kingdom.
think clearly, in order that I may rule your
people well. Enable me to know what is
good and what is evil. If you do not do that,
I will never be able to rule this great group
of people who belong to you.”

Chapter 3
1

Now Solomon made an agreement to
marry the king’s daughter. Then Solomon
brought the king’s daughter to live in the
part of Jerusalem called the city of David.
She lived there until Solomon’s workers had ﬁnished building his house, the
temple of Yahweh, and the wall around
Jerusalem. 2 At that time the temple of
Yahweh had not yet been built, so the
Israelite people were still offering sacriﬁces at many other places of worship. 3
Solomon loved Yahweh, and he obeyed all
the instructions that his father David had
given him. But he also offered sacriﬁces
and burned incense at various places.
4

One day the king went to the city of
Gibeon to offer a sacriﬁce there, because
that was where a very famous place of
worship was. He offered a thousand
whole burnt sacriﬁces there. 5 That night,
Yahweh appeared to him in a dream. He
asked him, “What would you like me to
give to you?”
6

Solomon replied, ”You always greatly
and faithfully loved my father David, who
served you well. You did that because
he was faithful to you and acted righteously and honestly toward you. And
you have shown how greatly and faithfully you loved him by giving me to him,
his son, and now I am ruling as he did before he died.

10

Yahweh was very pleased that Solomon
had requested that. 11 God said to him,
”You did not request that you live for many
years or that you become very rich or that
you be able to kill all your enemies. Instead, you have requested that I enable
you to be wise, in order that you will be
able to know and to do what is right while
you govern these people. 12 So I will certainly do what you requested. I will enable you to be very wise. The result will
be that no one who has lived before you
or who will live after you will be as wise
as you are. 13 I will also give you things
that you did not request. I will enable you
to become very rich and honored, all of
the years that you live. You will be richer
and more honored than any other king. 14
If you conduct your life as I want you to,
and if you obey all my laws and commandments, as your father David did, I will enable you to live for many years.”
15

Then Solomon awoke, and he realized
that God had spoken to him in a dream.
Then he went to Jerusalem and stood in
front of the sacred tent where the sacred
chest was, and he offered many sacriﬁces
that were completely burned on the altar
and offerings to promise friendship with
Yahweh. Then he made a feast for all his
oﬃcials.
16

One day two prostitutes came and stood
Now, Yahweh my God, you have enabled in front of King Solomon. 17 One of them
me to be the king like my father was. But said, ”Your Majesty, this woman and I live
I am very young, like a little child. I do not in the same house. I gave birth to a baby
7

445

1 KINGS
while she was there in the house. 18 On mother.”
the third day after my baby was born, this 28
All the Israelite people heard about
woman also gave birth to a baby. Only the
what the king had decided, and they had
two of us were in the house. There was no
an awesome respect for him. They realone else there.
ized that God had truly enabled him to
19
But one night this woman’s baby died be very wise, to judge people’s matters
because she accidentally rolled on top of fairly.
her baby and smothered it. 20 So she got
up at midnight and took my baby boy who
was lying beside me while I was sleeping.
She carried him to her bed and brought
her dead baby and put it in my bed. 21 1
Now when Solomon was king over all IsWhen I awoke the next morning and was
rael, 2 these were his most important oﬃready to nurse my baby, I saw that it was
cials:
dead. But when I looked at it closely in
Azariah, whose father was Zadok, was
the morning light, I saw that it was not my
the priest.
baby!”

Chapter 4

3
Shisha’s sons Elihoreph and Ahijah
But the other woman said, “That is not
true! The baby that is alive is mine, and were the oﬃcial secretaries.
the baby that is dead is yours!” Then the
Ahilud’s son Jehoshaphat was the one
ﬁrst woman said, “No, the dead baby is who announced to the people the king’s
yours, and the one that is alive is mine!” decisions.
And they continued to argue in front of the
4
Benaiah was the army commander.
king.
Zadok and Abiathar were also priests.
23
Then the king said, “Both of you are say5
Azariah, whose father was Nathan,
ing, ‘My baby is the one that is alive and
24
the one that is dead is yours.’ ”
So he was in charge of the governors.
said to one of his servants, “Bring me a
Another of Nathan’s sons, Zabud, was a
sword.” So the servant brought a sword priest and the king’s chief advisor.
to the king. 25 Then the king said to the
6
Ahishar supervised the servants who
servant, “Cut the baby that is alive into
two parts. Give one part to each of the worked in the palace.
women.”
Abda’s son Adoniram supervised the
26
But the woman whose baby was alive men who were forced to do work for the
greatly loved her baby, so she said to the king.
22

king, “No, Your Majesty! Do not allow him
to kill the baby! Give her the child that is
alive!” But the other woman said to the
king, “No, cut it in half. Then it will not be
her baby or my baby.”

7

Solomon appointed twelve men to govern the districts in Israel. They also were
required to provide food for the king and
all the others who lived and worked in the
palace. Each man was required to provide
from his own district the food for one
27
Then the king said to the servant, “Do
month in each year. 8 Their names were:
not kill the baby. Give the baby to the
Ben-Hur, for the hill area of the tribe of
woman who said, ‘Do not cut the baby
in half,’ because she is truly the baby’s Ephraim.
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9

Ben-Deker, for the cities of Makaz, 20 There were as many people in Judah
Shaalbim, Beth Shemesh, and Elon Beth- and Israel as there are grains of sand on
hanan,
the seashore. They had plenty to eat and
drink, and they were happy. 21 Solomon’s
10
Ben-Hesed, for the cities of Arubboth
kingdom extended from the Euphrates
and Sokoh and the area near the city of
River in the northeast to the region of
Hepher,
Philistia in the west and to the border of
11
Ben-Abinadab, who was married Egypt in the south. The conquered people
to Solomon’s daughter Taphath, for all the in those areas paid taxes and were under
district of Dor,
Solomon’s control all during his life.
12

Ahilud’s son Baana, for the cities of
Taanach and Megiddo, for all the region
near the city of Zarethan, and from the
city of Beth Shan south of Jezreel as far as
the cities of Abel Meholah and Jokmeam,
13

Ben-Geber, for the city of Ramoth
in the region of Gilead, for the villages in
Gilead that belonged to Jair, who was a descendant of Manasseh, and for the area of
Argob in the region of Bashan. There were
sixty large cities in that region altogether,
each city with a wall around it and bronze
bars across the gates.
14

Iddo’s son Ahinadab, for the city of
Mahanaim east of the Jordan River;
15

22

The people whom Solomon ruled were
required to bring to Solomon every day
thirty donkey-loads of ﬁne ﬂour and sixty
donkey-loads of wheat, 23 ten head of cattle that had been raised in stalls, twenty
head of cattle raised in pastures, one hundred sheep, grain-fed poultry—and wild
24
game: deer, gazelle, and roebucks.
Solomon ruled over all the area west of
the Euphrates River, from the city of Tiphsah in the northeast to the city of Gaza in
the southwest. He ruled over all the kings
in that area. There was peace between
his government and the governments of
nearby countries. 25 All during the years
that Solomon ruled, the people of Judah
and Israel lived safely.

Ahimaaz, who had married
Solomon’s daughter Basemath, for the ter- 26 Solomon had forty thousand stalls for
ritory of the tribe of Naphtali,
the horses that pulled his chariots and
16
Hushai’s son Baana, for the territory twelve thousand men who rode on horses.
of the tribe of Asher and for the city of 27 His twelve district governors supplied
Aloth,
the food that King Solomon needed for
Paruah’s son Jehoshaphat, for the ter- himself and for all those who ate in the
palace. Each governor supplied food for
ritory of the tribe of Issachar,
one month each year. They provided ev18
Ela’s son Shimei, for the territory of
erything that Solomon required. 28 They
the tribe of Benjamin,
also brought stalks of barley and wheat
19
Uri’s son Geber, for the region of for the fast horses that pulled the chariGilead, the land that Sihon the king of ots and for the other work horses. They
the Amor people group formerly ruled, brought this fodder to the places where
and Og who formerly ruled the region of the horses were kept.
Bashan.
29
God enabled Solomon to be extremely
In addition to all these, Solomon ap- wise and to have great understanding. He
pointed one governor for the territory of enjoyed learning about a huge number of
the tribe of Judah.
things. 30 He was wiser than all the wise
17
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men in the regions east of Israel, and all
the wise men in Egypt. 31 Ethan from
Ezrah and Heman and Kalkol and Darda
and the sons of Mahol were considered to
be very wise, but Solomon was wiser than
all of them. People in all the nearby countries heard about Solomon. 32 He composed more than one thousand songs. 33
He talked about various kinds of plants,
from the huge cedar trees in Lebanon to
the tiny hyssop plants that grow in cracks
in walls. He also talked about wild animals, birds, reptiles, and ﬁsh. 34 People came from all over the world to hear
the wise things that Solomon said. Many
kings sent men to listen to him and then
return and tell them what Solomon said.

will pay your workers whatever you decide. But my men cannot do the work
alone, because they do not know how to
cut down trees like your workers from the
city of Sidon do.”
7

When Hiram heard the message from
Solomon, he was very happy and said, “I
praise Yahweh today for giving David a
very wise son to rule that great nation!”
8

He sent this message back to Solomon, ”I
have heard the message that you sent to
me, and I am ready to do what you ask. I
will provide cedar and cypress logs. 9 My
workers will bring the logs down from the
Lebanon mountains to the Mediterranean
Sea. Then they will tie them together to
make rafts to ﬂoat them in the water along
the coast to the place that you indicate.
Then my workers will untie the logs, and
your workers will take them from there.
What I want you to do is to supply food
1
Hiram, the king of the city of Tyre, had for my men.”
always been a close friend of King David. 10
So Hiram arranged for his workers to
When he heard that Solomon had been apsupply all the cedar and cypress logs that
pointed to become the king after his father
Solomon wanted. 11 Each year Solomon
was no longer king, he sent messengers to
gave Hiram 3,520 cubic meters of wheat
Solomon. 2 Solomon gave those messenand 416,350 liters of pure olive oil to feed
gers this message to take back to Hiram:
his workers. 12 Yahweh enabled Solomon
3
”You know that my father David to be wise, just like he had promised.
led his soldiers to ﬁght many wars against Solomon and Hiram made a treaty.
his enemies in the nearby countries. So he 13
King Solomon forced thirty thousand
could not try to build a temple in which
men from all over Israel to become his
we could worship Yahweh our God, until
workers. 14 Adoniram was their boss.
after Yahweh enabled the Israelite army
Solomon divided the men into three
to defeat all his enemies. 4 But now Yahgroups. Each month ten thousand of them
weh our God has enabled us to have peace
went to Lebanon and worked for a month
with all the surrounding countries. There
there, and then they came back home for
is no danger that we will be attacked. 5
15
Solomon also forced
two months.
Yahweh promised my father David, ‘Your
eighty thousand men to cut stones in the
son, whom I will enable to be king after
hill country and seventy thousand men to
you are no longer king, will build a temhaul the stones to Jerusalem. 16 He also asple for me, Yahweh your God.’
signed 3,300 men to supervise their work.
6
So I am requesting that you com- 17 The king also commanded his workers
mand your workers to cut cedar trees for to cut huge blocks of stones from the quarme. My men will work with them, and I ries and to smooth the sides of the stones.

Chapter 5
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These huge stones were for the founda- did not use hammers or chisels or any
tion of the temple. 18 Solomon’s workers other iron tools there.
and Hiram’s workers and men from the 8
The entrance to the bottom level of this
city of Gebal shaped the stones and preattached structure was on the south side
pared the timber to build the temple.
of the temple. There were stairs from the
bottom level to the middle and top levels.
9
So Solomon’s workers ﬁnished building
the framework of the temple. They made
the ceiling from cedar beams and boards.
10
They built the rooms alongside the main
1
480 years after the Israelite people
chambers
with three levels, each two and
left Egypt, during the fourth year that
Solomon ruled Israel, in the second one-third meters high, and joined them to
month, that of Ziv, Solomon’s workers be- the temple with cedar beams.

Chapter 6

gan to build the temple.

11

2

Inside, the main part of the temple was
twenty-seven meters long, nine meters
wide, and thirteen and one-half meters
3
high.
The front portico was four
and one-half meters deep and nine meters wide, just as wide as the main part
of the temple. 4 There were openings like
windows in the temple walls. The openings were narrower on the outside than
on the inside. 5 Against the two sides and
the back of the temple walls, they built a
structure that had rooms in it. This structure had three levels; each level was two
and one-third meters high. 6 Each room in
the lowest level was two and one-third meters wide. Each room in the middle level
was two and four-ﬁfths meters wide. The
rooms in the top level were three and onetenth meters wide. The wall of the temple at the top level was thinner than the
wall at the middle level, and the wall of the
middle level was thinner than the wall at
the bottom level. In this way, the rooms
could rest on the wall underneath them;
the rooms did not need wooden beams underneath to support them.
7

The huge stones for the foundation of the
temple were cut and shaped at the quarry
to become very smooth. The result was
that while the workers were building the
temple there was no noise, because they

Then Yahweh said this to Solomon, 12 ”I
want to tell you about this temple that you
are building. If you continually obey all
my statutes and decrees and commands,
I will do for you what I promised to your
father David. 13 I will live among the Israelite people, in this temple, and I will
never abandon them.”
14

Solomon’s workers worked to ﬁnish
building the temple. 15 On the inside, they
lined the rooms from the ﬂoor to the ceiling. They made the ﬂoor from cypress
16
Inside the back part of the
boards.
temple they built an inner room, called
the very holy place. It was nine meters
long. All the walls of this room were lined
with cedar boards. 17 In front of the very
holy place was a room that was eighteen
meters long. 18 The cedar boards on the
walls inside the temple were decorated
with carvings of gourds and ﬂowers. The
walls were completely covered with cedar
boards, with the result that the stones of
the walls behind them could not be seen.
19

At the back of the temple they made
the very holy place, in order to put the sacred chest there. 20 That room was nine
meters long, nine meters wide, and nine
meters high. They covered the walls with
very thin sheets of pure gold. For burning
incense they also made an altar of cedar
boards. 21 Solomon told them to cover the

449

1 KINGS
other walls inside the temple with very
thin sheets of pure gold and to fasten gold
chains across the entrance to the very holy
place. 22 They covered all the walls of the
temple and the altar that was outside the
very holy place with very thin sheets of
gold.

frame. 35 The doors were also decorated
with wood carvings of winged creatures,
palm trees, and ﬂowers, and they were
also covered evenly with very thin sheets
of gold.
36

They built a courtyard in front of the
temple. The walls around the courtyard
23
were
made of cedar and stone. To make
Inside the very holy place they made
from olive tree wood large statues of two the walls, between each layer of cedar
creatures with wings. Each one was four beams they put down two layers of stone.
and one-half meters tall. 24-26 They each 37 They laid the foundation of the temwere the same size and had the same ple of Yahweh in the month of Ziv, in the
shape. They each had two wings which fourth year that Solomon ruled. 38 In the
were spread out. Each wing was two and eleventh year that he ruled, in the month
one-third meters long, with the result that of Bul, they ﬁnished building the temple
the distance between the outer ends of and all of its parts, doing exactly what
the two wings was four and one-half me- Solomon’s told them to do. It required
ters across. The height of each cherub seven years to build it.
was four and one-half meters. 27 They
put these statues next to each other in the
very holy place so that the wing of the one
touched the one wing of the other in the
center of the room, and the outer wings
1
touched the walls. 28 They covered the They also built a palace for Solomon, but
it required thirteen years to build it. 2 One
statues with very thin sheets of gold.
of the buildings they built was a large cer29
Solomon told them to decorate the emonial hall. It was called the Palace of
walls of the main room and the very the Forest of Lebanon. It was forty-six meholy place by carving representations of ters long, twenty-three meters wide, and
winged creatures and palm trees and ﬂow- fourteen meters high. It was supported
ers. 30 They also covered the ﬂoor of both by four rows of cedar pillars. There were
3
rooms with very thin sheets of gold.
The
cedar beams across each row.
carpenters
build
a
roof
from
cedar
planks
31
They made a set of doors from olive
tree wood, and placed them at the en- that were attached to beams. The cartrance to the very holy place. The lintel penters made pillars to support the cedar
and doorposts had ﬁve indented sections. beams. There were a total of forty-ﬁve pil32
The doors were decorated by carving lars put in place, making ﬁfteen4 pillars in
on them representations of winged crea- each row to support the roof. On each
tures, palm trees, and ﬂowers. All of of the two side walls there were three
5
these things were covered with very thin sets of windows facing each other. All
sheets of gold. 33 They made a rectangu- the windows and doorways had rectangular doorframe from olive tree wood, with lar frames. The windows along the long
four indented sections, and put it between wall on one side faced the windows on the
the entrance room and the main room. other side.

Chapter 7

34

They made two folding doors from cy- 6 They also built a long room will pillars;
press wood and fastened them to the door- it was twenty-three meters long and four-

450

1 KINGS
teen meters wide. In front of it was a cov- was very skilled at making things from
ered porch whose roof was supported by bronze. Solomon invited him to come to
pillars.
Jerusalem and supervise all the work of
making things from bronze, and Huram
7
Then they made a building called the
agreed.
Hall of the Throne. It was also called the
Hall of Justice. That was where Solomon 15 He made two bronze pillars. Each
decided about people’s disputes. The en- one was eight and one-third meters tall
tire ﬂoor was covered with cedar wood.
and eight and one-half around. 16 He
8
In the courtyard behind the Hall of Judg- also made two gleaming bronze tops to
ment they built a house for Solomon to be put on top of the pillars. Each top
17
live in that was made like the other build- was two and one-third meters tall.
ings. They also built the same kind of Then he made bronze networks of chains
house for his wife, who was the daughter like wreaths to decorate the top of each
pillar. There were seven of these netof the king of Egypt.
18
works
at the top of each pillar.
Hu9
All of these buildings and the walls ram also made bronze ﬁgures that resemaround the palace courtyard were made bled pomegranates. He put two rows of
from stones, from the foundations up pomegranates over the top of each pillar.
to the eaves. The stones had been ex- 19 The top over each pillar was shaped like
pensive for the workers to cut at the a lily. Each lily leaf was one and four-ﬁfths
quarry, according to the sizes that were meters tall.
20
These tops were placed
needed, and the sides of the stones were on a bowl shaped section around which
shaped and smoothed by cutting them were two rows of two hundred ﬁgures of
10
The foundations were pomegranates around the top of each pilwith saws.
also made from huge blocks of expen- lar. 21 His helpers set up the pillars in front
sive stones that had been prepared at the of the entrance of the temple. The pillar
quarry. Some of them were about three on the south side was named Jakin, and
and three-quarters meters long and oth- the pillar on the north side was named
ers were about four and four-ﬁfths me- Boaz. 22 The bronze tops that were shaped
11
On top of the foundation like lilies were placed on top of the pillars.
ters long.
stones were other expensive stones that
had been cut according to the sizes they So Huram and his helpers completed the
needed, as well as cedar beams. 12 The work of making the bronze pillars.
palace courtyard, the inner courtyard in 23
Huram also made a very large round
front of the temple, and the portico in
bronze basin called “The Sea” that was
front of the temple had walls made by
made of metal and cast in a clay mold. It
putting down three layers of cut stones bewas two and one-third meters tall, four
tween each layer of cedar beams.
and three-ﬁfths meters across, and thir13-14
There was a man who lived in the teen and three-quarters meters around. 24
city of Tyre whose name was Huram. He Around the outer edge of the rim of the
was a craftsman. His father had also lived “The Sea” were two rows of ﬁgures that rein Tyre and had also been very skilled sembled gourds that were made of bronze.
at making things from bronze, but Hu- But the gourds were not cast separately.
ram’s father was no longer living. His They were cast in the same mold as the
mother was from the tribe of Naphtali. rest of the tank. For each meter of length
Huram was very wise and intelligent and around the rim of the tank there were
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about eighteen gourds.
25

Huram also cast twelve bronze statues
of oxen. He placed them to face outward.
He placed three of them to face north,
three to face west, three to face south, and
three to face east. His helpers put the
large bronze tank known as “The Sea” so
that it sat on the backs of the statues of the
oxen. 26 The sides of the tank were eight
centimenters thick. The rim was like the
rim of a cup. It curved outward, like the
petals of a lily. When the tank was full, it
held about forty-four cubic meters of water.
27

Huram also made ten bronze carts.
Each was one and four-ﬁfths meters long,
one and four-ﬁfths meters wide, and one
and one-third meters tall. 28 On the
sides of the carts there were panels set in
frames. 29 On those panels were bronze
ﬁgures of lions, oxen, and winged creatures. Below and above the lions and bulls
there were decorations of bronze wreaths.
30
Each cart had four bronze wheels and
two axles made of bronze. At the top corners of each cart were bronze supports to
hold up a basin. On these supports were
also decorations of bronze wreaths. 31 On
top of each cart, under each basin, was
a frame that resembled a circular collar.
The top of each circular frame was fortysix centimeters above the top of the cart,
and the bottom of it was twenty-three centimeters below the top of the cart. There
were also engravings within square panels. 32 The wheels were sixty-nine centimeters high. They were below the panels. The wheels were connected to axles
that had been cast in the same mold as the
rest of the cart. 33 The wheels of the carts
were like the wheels of chariots. The axles,
the rims, the spokes, and the hubs were all
cast from bronze.

cart itself. 35 There was a bronze band
of twenty-three centimeters around the
top of each cart. There were braces attached to the corners of each cart. The
bands and the braces were cast in the
36
same mold as the rest of the cart.
The braces and the panels on the sides
of the carts were also decorated with ﬁgures of winged creatures, lions, and palm
trees, whenever there was space for them,
and there were bronze wreaths all around
them. 37 That is how Huram made the ten
carts. They were all cast in the same mold,
so they were all alike. They all were the
same size and had the same shape.
38

Huram also made ten bronze basins,
one basin for each of the ten stands.
Each basin was one and four-ﬁfths meters across and held 880 liters of water.
39
Huram placed ﬁve of the carts on the
right side of the temple and ﬁve on the left
side of the temple. He put the large tank
known as “The Sea” on the corner that
was toward the east and in the direction of
the south. 40 Huram also made pots, shovels for carrying ashes, and bowls for carrying the blood of the animals that would be
sacriﬁced. He completed all the work that
King Solomon requested him to do for the
temple. This is a list of the bronze things
he made:
41

the two tops to be put on top of the pillars,
the two wreaths of chains to decorate
the tops of the pillars,
42

the four hundred ﬁgures of
pomegranates in four rows, with one hundred in each row; two of these rows were
placed over the head of each pillar,
43

the ten carts,

the ten basins,

34

At the top corners of each cart there
were handles. These were molded into the

the two pillars,

44
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the twelve statues of oxen on whose Yahweh—all the silver and gold, and the
backs the tank was placed,
other valuable items.
45

the pots, shovels for the ashes of the altar, and bowls.

Chapter 8

Huram and his workers made all these
things for King Solomon and put them outside the temple. They were all made of 1 Solomon then summoned to Jerusalem
bronze that the workmen polished for it all the elders of Israel, all the leaders of the
tribes and the leaders of the clans. He arto gleam brightly.
ranged for them to join in bringing to the
46
They made them by pouring melted
temple Yahweh’s sacred chest from Mount
bronze into the clay molds that Huram
Zion, where it was in the part of the city
had set up near the Jordan River valcalled the city of David. 2 So all the Isley, between the cities of Succoth and
raelite leaders came to King Solomon durZarethan.
ing the Festival of Shelters, in the month
47
Solomon did not tell his workers to of Ethanim.
weigh those bronze objects, because there 3
When they had all arrived, the priests
were many items. So no one ever knew
lifted up the sacred chest 4 and brought
what they weighed.
it to the temple. Then the descendants of
48
Solomon’s workers also made all the Levi who assisted the priests helped them
gold items for the temple of Yahweh:
to carry to the temple the sacred tent and
all the sacred things that had been in the
the altar,
tent. 5 Then King Solomon and many of
the table where the bread of the pres- the Israelite people gathered in front of
ence was kept before God,
Yahweh’s sacred chest. And they sacri49
the ten lampstands that were put ﬁced a huge amount of sheep and oxen.
in front of the very holy place, ﬁve on the No one was able to count the sacriﬁces because there were very many.
south side and ﬁve on the north side,
the decorations that resembled ﬂowers,
the lamps,
the tongs to grasp the hot coals,
50

the cups, the gold lamp wick snuffers,
the small lamp bowls, the dishes for incense, the pans for carrying the hot coals,
and the sockets for the doors at the entrance to the very holy place and for the
doors at the entrance to the main room of
the temple.
Those things were all made of gold.
51

So Solomon’s workers ﬁnished all the
work for the temple. Then they placed
in the temple storerooms all the things
that his father David had dedicated to

6

Then the priests brought the sacred chest
into the very holy place in the temple, and
they placed it under the wings of the statues of the winged creatures. 7 The wings
of those statues spread out over the sacred
chest and over the poles by which it was
carried. 8 The poles were very long, with
the result that the ends of the poles could
be seen by people who were standing at
the entrance to the very holy place, but
they could not be seen by people standing
outside the temple. Those poles are still
there. 9 The only things that were in the
sacred chest were the two stone tablets
that Moses had put there at Mount Sinai,
where Yahweh made a covenant with the
people after they left Egypt.
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10

The priests put the sacred chest in the
temple. When they came out of the holy
place, suddenly it was ﬁlled with a cloud.
11
The glory of Yahweh ﬁlled the temple,
with the result that the priests were not
able to continue their work.
12

Then Solomon prayed this:

two stone tablets of the covenant that Yahweh made with our ancestors when he
brought them out of Egypt.”
22

Then Solomon stood in front of the altar
which was in front of the Israelite people
who had gathered there. He spread out
his arms toward heaven, 23 and he prayed,

”Yahweh, you have placed the sun in
”Yahweh, the God whom we Israelite
the sky,
people worship, there is no god like you
but you have decided that you would up in heaven or down here on the earth.
You solemnly promised that you would
live in very dark clouds.
faithfully love us. And that is what you
13
I have built for you a splendid temple,
have done for us who earnestly do what
a place for you to live in forever.”
you want us to do.
14

Then, while all the people stood there,
the king turned around and faced them,
and he asked God to bless them. 15 He
said, ”Praise Yahweh, the God to whom we
Israelites belong! By his own power he
has done what he promised to my father
David. What he promised was this:
16

From the time that I brought my people out of Egypt, I have never chosen any
city in Israel in which a temple should be
built for my people to worship me there.
But I chose you, David, to rule my people.”
17

24

You have done the things that you
promised my father David, who served
you very well, that you would do. Truly,
you promised to do these things for him,
and today we see that by your power you
have done them.
25

So now, Yahweh, the God whom we
Israelites worship, I am requesting that
you do the other things that you promised
my father that you would do. You told
him that there would always be some of
his descendants who would be kings in Israel, if they would conduct their lives as
he did. 26 So now, God of us Israelite people, cause what you promised to do for my
father David, who served you well, to happen.

Then Solomon said, ”My father David
wanted to build a temple in order that
we Israelite people could worship Yahweh
our God there. 18 But Yahweh said to him,
’You have wanted to build a temple for me,
and what you wanted to do was good. 19
27
But God, will you really live on the
However, you are not the one who I want earth among people? There is not enough
to build it. It is one of your sons who I space in heaven for you to have enough
want to build a temple for me.’
space to live there. So this temple that I
20
And now Yahweh has done what he have commanded my workers to build is
promised to do. I have become the king certainly too small for you to live in. 28 But
of Israel to succeed my father, and I am Yahweh, my God, please listen to me while
ruling my people, as Yahweh promised. I I am praying to you this day. 29 I pray
have arranged for this temple to be built that you would protect this temple night
for us Israelites to worship Yahweh, the and day. This is the place about which
God to whom we Israelites belong. 21 I you have said, ‘I will always be there.’ I
have also provided a place in the tem- request that you listen to me whenever I
ple for the sacred chest in which are the turn my face toward this temple and pray.

454

1 KINGS
30

I request that when I pray to you and
your people pray to you while they turn
their faces toward this place, that in your
home in heaven you will hear us and forgive us for the sins that we have committed.
31

Suppose that people accuse someone of doing something wrong to another
person, and they bring him to your altar
outside this holy temple. And suppose
that he says, ‘I did not do that; may God
punish me if I am not telling the truth.’ 32
In that case, listen from heaven and decide who is telling the truth. Then punish the person who is guilty as he deserves
to be punished, and declare that the other
person is innocent.
33

Or suppose that your Israelite people are defeated by their enemies in a battle because they have sinned against you.
Suppose also that they are forced to go to
some distant country. Then suppose that
they stop acting in a sinful way. Suppose
that they face in the direction of this temple and acknowledge you have justly punished them. And suppose that they plead
that you will forgive them. 34 In that case,
listen to them from heaven, forgive your
Israelite people for the sins that they have
committed, and bring them back to this
land that you gave to our ancestors.
35

Or suppose that you do not
allow any rain to fall because your people have sinned against you. Suppose that
they face in the direction of this place and
admit that you have justly punished them.
Suppose also that they stop acting sinfully
and humbly pray to you. 36 In that case,
listen to them in heaven and forgive your
Israelite people for the sins that they have
committed. Teach them the right way to
conduct their lives, and then send rain on
this land that you have given to your people to belong to them permanently.
37

this land experience famine, or suppose
that there is a plague by mildew or by locusts or grasshoppers. Or suppose that
their enemies surround any of their cities
in order to attack them. Suppose that
any of those bad things happen to them.
38
And suppose that your Israelite people
earnestly plead with you, because they
know in their inner beings that they are
suffering because they have sinned. Suppose that they stretch out their arms toward this temple and pray. 39 In that case,
listen to them from your home in heaven,
and forgive them, and help them. You are
the only one who knows what people are
thinking, so act toward each person as he
needs, 40 in order that your people may
then have an awesome respect for you all
the years that they live in this land that
you gave to our ancestors.
41-42

There will be some foreigners
who do not belong to your Israelite people
who will have come here from countries
far away because they have heard that
you are very great, and because they have
heard about the great things that you have
done for your people. Suppose that people
like that come here to this temple to worship you and pray. 43 In that case, in your
home in heaven listen to their prayer, and
do for them what they request you to do.
Do that in order that all the people groups
in the world will know about you and revere you, as we your Israelite people do.
Then they will know that this temple that
I have caused to be built to honor you belongs to you and is where you should be
worshiped.
44

Suppose that you send your
people to go to ﬁght against their enemies.
And suppose that your people pray to you,
wherever they are, and that they turn toward this city that you have chosen and
toward this temple that I have caused to
Suppose that the people of be built for you. 45 In that case, listen in
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heaven to their prayers. Listen to what people. He prayed loudly, saying,
they plead for you to do, and assist them.
56
”Praise Yahweh, who has given
46
It is true that everyone sins. us his people peace, like he promised that
So, suppose that your people sin against he would do. He has done every one of the
you and that you become angry with them. good things that he promised to Moses, the
You might allow their enemies to defeat man who served him very well. 57 I pray
them, capture them, and take them away that our God will be with us like he was
to their own countries, even to countries with our ancestors, and that he will never,
that are far away. 47 And suppose that, never abandon us. 58 I pray that he will
while your people are in those countries cause us to loyally serve him, to conduct
to which they had to go, they sincerely re- our lives as he wants us to, and to obey all
pent and plead with you there saying, ‘We his commandments and statutes and dehave sinned and have done things that crees that he gave to our ancestors. 59 I
are very wicked.’ 48 Suppose that they pray that Yahweh our God will never forvery truly and sincerely repent, and turn get these words that I have prayed, pleadtoward this land that you gave to our an- ing for his help. I pray that he will think
cestors. Suppose that they turn toward about them by day and by night. I pray
this city that you have chosen to be the that he will always act mercifully toward
place where we should worship you, and us Israelite people and toward our king,
toward this temple that I have caused to giving us the things that we need day by
be built for you. Suppose that they then day. 60 If you do that, all the people groups
pray to you. 49 In that case, from your in the world will know that you, Yahweh,
home in heaven listen to them while they are the only one who is God, and that
plead for your help, and help them. 50 For- there is no other one who is God. 61 I pray
give them for all the sins that they have that you, his people, will always be fully
committed against you and cause their en- committed to Yahweh, and that you will
emies to act kindly toward them. 51 Do obey all his statutes and commands, like
not forget that the Israelites are your peo- you are doing now.”
ple. They are your special possession. You 62
Then the king and all the Israelite peobrought our ancestors out of Egypt where
ple who were there offered sacriﬁces to
they were greatly suffering as though they
Yahweh. 63 They sacriﬁced twenty-two
were in a blazing furnace.
thousand cattle and 120,000 sheep to re52
I request that you always listen store fellowship with Yahweh. Then the
to your Israelite people and to their king, king and all the people dedicated the temand heed their prayers whenever they call ple.
out to you to help them. 53 You chose them 64
On that day, the king also dedicated
from all the other people groups in the
the middle part of the courtyard that was
world to belong to you, which is what you
in front of the temple. Then he offered
told Moses to tell them when you brought
there sacriﬁces that would be completely
our ancestors out of Egypt.”
burned on the altar, the offerings of ﬂour
54
After Solomon had ﬁnished praying this and the fat of the animals that were sacand pleading to Yahweh for his help, he riﬁced to restore fellowship with Yahweh.
stood up in front of the altar where he had They sacriﬁced them there because the
been kneeling. He lifted up his arms. 55 bronze altar was not big enough for all
Then he asked God to bless all the Israelite those sacriﬁces to be burned on it that
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day.
65

Then Solomon and all the Israelite people celebrated the Festival of Shelters for
seven days and then for another seven
days, for a total of fourteen days. There
was a huge crowd of people there, some
of whom had come from distant places
like Hamath in the far north and the border of Egypt in the far south. 66 On the ﬁnal day, Solomon sent the people to their
homes. They all praised him and went
home happy because of all the things that
Yahweh had done to bless David and his
Israelite people.

10

Chapter 9
1

After Solomon’s workers had ﬁnished
building the temple and his palace and everything else that Solomon wanted them
to build, 2 Yahweh appeared to him in
a dream a second time, like he had appeared to him at the city of Gibeon. 3 Yahweh said to him,
”I heard what you prayed and
what you pleaded for me to do. I have set
this house apart for myself, for me to be
present in it forever.
4

And as for you, if you conduct
your life as I want you to, like your father
David did, and if you very sincerely obey
all the statutes and decrees that I have
commanded you to obey, 5 I will do what
I promised your father that I would do. I
promised him that Israel would always be
ruled by his descendants.
6

also abandon this temple that I have dedicated. Then people everywhere will despise Israel and make fun of it. 8 Despite
the fact that this temple is very beautiful, there will come a time when everyone
who passes by will be astonished when
they see it, and they will hiss and say,
‘Why has Yahweh done this to this land
and to this temple?’ 9 Other people will reply, ‘It happened because the Israelite people abandoned Yahweh their God, the one
who brought their ancestors out of Egypt.
They started to accept and worship other
gods. And that is why Yahweh has caused
them to experience all these disasters.’”

But suppose that you or your descendants stop worshiping me; suppose that
you disobey the commands and decrees
that I have given to you; suppose that
you start to worship other gods. 7 Then
I will remove my Israelite people from
the land that I have given to them. I will

Solomon’s workers worked for twenty
years to build the temple and the palace.
11
Hiram, the king of the city of Tyre, had
arranged for his workers to give Solomon
all the cedar and pine logs and all the
gold that he needed for this work. After it
was all ﬁnished, King Solomon gave to Hiram twenty cities in the region of Galilee.
12
But when Hiram went from Tyre to
Galilee to see the cities that Solomon had
given to him, he was not pleased with
them. 13 He said to Solomon, “My friend,
those cities that you gave me are worthless.” Because of that, Hiram called that
region Worthless. 14 Hiram gave Solomon
only 4,000 kilograms of gold for those
cities.
15

This is a record of the work that King
Solomon forced men to do. He forced
them to build the temple and his palace
and the landﬁll on the east side of the city,
and the wall around Jerusalem, and to rebuild the cities of Hazor, Megiddo, and
Gezer. 16 The reason they needed to rebuild Gezer was that the army of the king
of Egypt had attacked Gezer and captured
it. Then they had burned the houses in the
city and killed all the people of the Canaan
people group who lived there. The king
of Egypt gave that city to his daughter for
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17
a gift when she married Solomon.
So Solomon’s workers also rebuilt the city
of Gezer, and they also rebuilt the city
of Lower Beth Horon. 18 They also rebuilt the cities of Baalath and Tamar in
the wilderness in the southern part of Judah. 19 They also built the cities where
they kept the supplies for Solomon, the
places where his horses and chariots were
kept. They also built everything else that
he wanted them to build, in Jerusalem and
in Lebanon, and in other places in the
area over which he ruled.
20

There were many people groups who
belonged to the Amor, the Heth, the Periz
, the Hiv, and the Jebus, who were not
killed when the Israelites captured their
land. 21 Their descendants still lived in Israel. It was those people whom Solomon
forced to become his slaves to build all
those places, and they are still slaves. 22
But Solomon did not force any Israelite
people to become slaves. Some of them became soldiers, servants, oﬃcials, army ofﬁcers, commanders of his chariot forces,
23
and men who rode on his horses.
There were 550 oﬃcials who supervised
the slaves who worked to build all those
places.
24

After Solomon’s wife, who was the
daughter of the king of Egypt, moved from
the part of Jerusalem called the city of
David to the palace that Solomon’s workers built for her, Solomon told his workers to ﬁll in the land on the east side of the
city.
25

Three times each year Solomon brought
to the temple offerings that the priests
burned completely on the altar and offerings to promise friendship with Yahweh.
He also brought incense to be burned in
the presence of Yahweh.
And that is how his men ﬁnished building
the temple.

26

King Solomon’s workers also built a
ﬂeet of ships at the city of Ezion Geber,
which is near the city of Elath, on the
shore of the Sea of Reeds, in the land belonging to the Edom people group. 27 King
Hiram sent some expert sailors to go on
the ships with Solomon’s workers. 28 They
sailed to the region of Ophir and brought
back to Solomon about fourteen metric
tons of gold.

Chapter 10
1

The queen who ruled the land of Sheba
heard that Yahweh had caused Solomon
to become famous, so she traveled to
Jerusalem to ask him questions that were
diﬃcult to answer. 2 She came with a
large group of wealthy people, and she
brought camels that were loaded with
spices, precious gems, and much gold.
When she met Solomon, she asked him
questions about all the things in which she
was interested. 3 Solomon answered all
her questions. He explained everything
that she asked about, even things that
were very diﬃcult. 4 The queen realized
that Solomon was very wise. She saw his
palace, 5 she saw the food that was served
on his table every day, she saw where
his oﬃcials lived, their uniforms, the servants who served the food and wine, and
the sacriﬁces that he took to the temple to
be offered. She was extremely amazed.
6

She said to the king, ”Everything that I
heard in my own country about you and
about how wise you are is true! 7 But I
did not believe it was true until I came
here and saw it myself. But really, what
they told me is only half of what they
could have told me about you. You are
extremely wise and rich, more than what
8
How fortunate are
people told me.
your wives! And how fortunate are your
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servants, who are waiting to serve you,
who are listening to the wise things that
you say! 9 Praise Yahweh, your God, who
has shown that he is pleased with you by
causing you to become the king of Israel!
God has always loved the Israelite people,
and therefore he has appointed you to be
their king, in order that you will rule them
fairly and righteously.”
10

Then the queen gave to the king the
things that she had brought. She gave him
over 4,000 kilograms of gold and a large
amount of spices and gems. Never again
did King Solomon receive more spices
than the queen gave him at that time.
11

In the ships that belong to King Hiram,
in which they had previously brought
gold from Ophir, they also brought a large
amount of almug wood and precious gem
stones. 12 King Solomon told his workers
to use that wood to make pillars in the temple and in his palace, and also to make
harps and lyres for the musicians. That
wood was the largest amount of ﬁne wood
that had ever been brought to or seen in
Israel.
13

His workers made three hundred smaller
shields. They covered each of them with
one and three-quarters kilograms of gold.
Then the king put those shields in the
Palace of the Forest of Lebanon.
18

His workers also made for him a large
throne. Part of it was covered with ivory,
and part of it was covered with very ﬁne
gold. 19-20 There were six steps in front
of the throne. There was a statue of a
lion on both sides of each step. So altogether there were twelve statues of lions.
The back of the throne was rounded at
the top. At each side of the throne there
was an armrest and alongside each armrest there was a small statue of a lion.
No throne like that had ever existed in
any other kingdom. 21 All of Solomon’s
cups were made of gold, and all the various dishes in the Palace of the Forest of
Lebanon were made of gold. They did not
make things from silver, because during
the years that Solomon ruled silver was
not considered to be valuable. 22 The king
had a ﬂeet of ships that sailed with the
ships that King Hiram owned. Every three
years the ships returned from the places
to which they had sailed bringing gold, silver, ivory, monkeys, and baboons.

King Solomon gave to the queen from
Sheba everything that she wanted. He
gave her those gifts in addition to the gifts 23
King Solomon became richer and wiser
that he always gave to other rulers who
than any other king. 24 People from all
visited him. Then she and the people who
over the world wanted to come and liscame with her returned to her own land.
ten to the wise things that Solomon said,
14
Each year there was brought to things that God had put into his mind. 25
Solomon a total of twenty-two metric tons All the people who came to him brought
of gold. 15 That was in addition to the taxes presents. They brought things made from
paid to him by the merchants and traders, silver or gold, or robes, or weapons, or
and the annual taxes paid by the kings of spices, or horses, or mules. The people
Arabia and by the governors of the dis- continued to do this every year.
tricts in Israel.
26
Solomon acquired 1,400 chariots and
16
King Solomon’s workers took this gold twelve thousand men who rode on the
and hammered it into thin sheets and cov- horses. Solomon put some of them in
ered two hundred large shields with those Jerusalem and some of them in other
thin sheets of gold. They put six and one- cities where he kept his chariots. 27 Durhalf kilograms of gold on each shield. 17 ing the years that Solomon was king, sil-
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ver became as common in Jerusalem as
stones, and lumber from cedar trees in
the foothills of Judah were as plentiful
as lumber from ﬁg trees. 28 Solomon’s
agents bought horses and supervised the
bringing of them into Israel from the areas of Egypt and Kue that were famous for
breeding horses. 29 In Egypt they bought
chariots and horses. They paid six and
one-half kilograms of silver for each chariot and one and three-ﬁfths kilograms of
silver for each horse. They brought them
to Israel. Then they sold many of them to
the kings of the Hittite people group and
the kings of Aram.

Chapter 11
1

King Solomon married many foreign
women. First he married the daughter of
the king of Egypt. He also married women
from the Heth people group and from the
Moab, Ammon, and Edom people groups,
and from the city of Sidon. 2 He married them even though Yahweh had commanded the Israelite people saying, “Do
not marry people from those areas, because if you do that, they will surely persuade you to worship the gods that they
worship!” 3 Solomon married seven hundred women who were kings’ daughters.
He also had three hundred wives who
were his slaves. And his wives caused him
to stop worshiping God. 4 By the time that
Solomon became old, they had persuaded
him to worship the gods from their countries. He was not completely dedicated
to Yahweh his God like his father David
had been. 5 Solomon worshiped Asherah,
the goddess that the people of Sidon worshiped, and he worshiped Molech, the disgusting god that the Ammon people group
worshiped. 6 Thus Solomon did many
things that Yahweh said were evil. He did
not conduct his life as his father David had

done; he did not conduct his life as Yahweh wanted him to.
7

On the hill to the east of Jerusalem he
built a place to worship Chemosh, the disgusting god that the Moab people group
worshiped, and a place to worship Molech,
the disgusting god that the Ammon people
group worshiped. 8 He also built places
where all his foreign wives could burn incense and offer sacriﬁces to the gods from
their own countries.
9-10

Even though Yahweh, the God whom
the Israelites worshiped, had appeared to
Solomon two times, and had commanded
him to not worship foreign gods, Solomon
refused to obey Yahweh. So Yahweh was
11
angry with Solomon.
Yahweh said
to him, ”You have chosen to disobey the
covenant that I made with you and to disobey what I commanded you. So I am certainly not going to allow you to rule all of
your kingdom. I am going to allow one
of your oﬃcials to rule. 12 But because
of what I promised your father David, I
will allow you to rule all your kingdom
while you are still living. After you die, I
will not allow your son to rule the whole
kingdom. 13 But I will not stop him from
ruling some of the kingdom. I will allow
him to rule one tribe, because of what I
promised to David, who served me well,
and because I want David’s descendants
to rule in Jerusalem, where my temple is
located.”
14

Yahweh caused Hadad, from the family of the kings in the Edom people group,
to rebel against Solomon. 15-16 What happened was that previously, when David’s
army had conquered Edom, his army commander Joab had gone there to help bury
the Israelite soldiers who had been killed
in the battle. Joab and his army remained
in Edom for six months, and during that
time they killed all the males of that area.
17
Hadad was a young child at that time,
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and he had escaped to Egypt, along with
some of his father’s servants from Edom.
18
They went to the region of Midian, and
then they went to the desert area at Paran.
Some other men joined them there. Then
they all traveled to Egypt and went to the
king of Egypt. The king gave Hadad some
land and ordered his servants to give him
some food regularly. 19 The king liked
Hadad. As a result he gave him the sister of his own wife, Queen Tahpenes, to
be Hadad’s wife.

like Hadad did.
26

Another man who rebelled against
Solomon was one of his oﬃcials named
Jeroboam son of Nebat. He was from the
city of Zeredah in the region where the
tribe of Ephraim lives. His mother was a
widow named Zeruah.
27

This is what happened. Solomon’s workers were ﬁlling in the land on the east
side of Jerusalem and repairing the walls
around the city. 28 Jeroboam was a very
capable young man. So, when Solomon
20
Later Hadad’s wife gave birth to a son
saw that he worked very hard, he apnamed Genubath. The sister of Tahpenes
pointed him to supervise all the men who
raised him in the palace, where he lived
were forced to work in the areas where
with the king’s sons.
the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim live.
21
While Hadad was in Egypt, he heard 29
One day when Jeroboam was walking
that David had died, and that Joab, the
alone along the road outside of Jerusalem,
commander of David’s army, was also
the prophet Ahijah from the city of Shiloh
dead. So he said to the king of Egypt,
met him. Ahijah was wearing a new robe,
“Please allow me to return to my own 30
which he took off and tore into twelve
country.”
31
He said to Jeroboam, ”Take
pieces.
22
But the king said to him, “Why do you ten of these pieces for yourself, because
want to go back to your country? Is there Yahweh, the God whom we Israelites worsomething that you lack that you want me ship, says to you, ’I am going to tear the
to give to you?” Hadad replied, “No, but kingdom from Solomon, and I am going to
please just allow me to go.” So the king enable you to become the ruler of ten of
allowed him to leave, and he returned to the tribes of Israel. 32 Solomon’s descenhis own country and became the king of dants will still rule one tribe, because of
what I promised David, a man who served
Edom.
me very well, and because of Jerusalem,
23
God also caused another man named
the city that I have chosen from all the
Rezon son of Eliada, to rebel against
cities in Israel to be the city where my
Solomon. Rezon had run away from his
people will worship me. 33 I am going
master, King Hadadezer of the area of
to do this because Solomon has rejected
Zobah, north of Damascus. 24 Rezon then
me and has been worshiping Asherah, the
became the leader of a group of outlaws.
goddess that the people of Sidon worship,
That happened after David’s army had deChemosh, the god that the Moab people
feated Hadadezer and had also killed all
group worships, and Molech, the god that
his soldiers. Rezon and his men went to
the Ammon people group worships. He
Damascus and started to live there, and
has not conducted his life as I wanted him
the people there appointed him to be their
to. He has not obeyed my statutes and deking. 25 All during the time that Solomon
crees, as his father David did.
was alive, while Rezon was ruling not only
Damascus but all of Aram, he was an en- 34 But I will not take the entire kingdom
emy of Israel and caused trouble for Israel away from him. I will enable him to rule
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Judah all during the years that he is alive.
I will do that because of what I promised
to do for David, whom I chose to be the
king, and who served me well, and who
always obeyed my commandments and
laws. 35 But I will take the other ten tribes
of his kingdom and give them to you to
rule. 36 I will allow Solomon’s son to rule
one tribe, in order that descendants of
David will always rule in Jerusalem, the
city that I have chosen to be the place
where my people worship me. 37 I will
enable you to become the king of Israel,
and you will rule over all the territory that
you want to. 38 If you obey all that I command you to do, and conduct your life as
I want you to, and if you do what I say is
right by obeying my laws and commandments like David did, I will help you. I
will make sure that your descendants will
rule after you die, like I promised to do for
David. 39 Because of Solomon’s sins, I will
punish David’s descendants, but I will not
continue to punish them forever.’”
40

Solomon found out what Ahijah told Jeroboam, so he tried to kill Jeroboam. But
Jeroboam escaped and went to Egypt. He
went to Shishak, the king of Egypt, and
stayed with him until after Solomon died.
41

A record of all the other things that
Solomon did, and all the wise things that
he said, was written in the book of the
events of Solomon. 42 He was king in
Jerusalem and ruled over all of Israel for
forty years. 43 Then Solomon died and was
buried in the part of Jerusalem called the
city of David. Then his son Rehoboam became the king.

also went there. 2 When Jeroboam, who
was still in Egypt, heard about that, he
3
returned from Egypt to Israel.
The
leaders of the northern tribes summoned
him, and they went together to talk to Rehoboam. They said to him, 4 “Your father
Solomon forced us to work very hard, and
if you allow us to work less, we will serve
you faithfully.”
5

He replied, “Go away, and come back
three days from now and I will give you
my answer.” So those leaders and Jeroboam left.
6

Then King Rehoboam consulted his older
men who had advised his father Solomon
while he was still living. He asked them,
“What should I say to answer these men?”
7

They replied, “If you want to serve these
people well, speak kindly to them when
you reply to them. If you do that, they will
always serve you faithfully.”
8

But he ignored what the older men advised him to do. Instead, he consulted the
younger men who had grown up with him,
who were now his advisors. 9 He said to
them, “What do you say that I should answer the men who are asking me to reduce the work that my father required
from them?”
10

They replied, ”This is what you should
tell them: ’My little ﬁnger is thicker than
my father’s waist. 11 What I mean is that
my father required you to work hard. But
I will make those loads heavier. It was as
though my father whipped you, but I will
whip you with scorpions.’”
12

So three days later, Jeroboam and all the
leaders came to Rehoboam again, which is
what he had told them to do. 13 The king
ignored the advice of the older men and
spoke harshly to the Israelite leaders. 14
1
All the people of northern Israel went to He told them what the younger men had
the city of Shechem in order to appoint Re- advised. He said, “My father put heavy
hoboam to be their king. So Rehoboam burdens of work on you, but I will put
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heavier burdens on you. It was as though
he beat you with whips, but I will beat you
with scorpions!” 15 So the king did not
pay any attention to the Israelite leaders.
Now all this happened in order that what
Yahweh wanted would occur, what he had
told the prophet Ahijah about Jeroboam
becoming king of the ten tribes.
16

When the Israelite leaders realized that
the king did not pay any attention to what
they said, they shouted,
”We do not want anything to do with
this descendant of King David!
We will not pay attention to what this
grandson of Jesse says!
You people of Israel, let us go home!
As for this descendant of David, he
can rule his own tribe!”
So the Israelite leaders returned to their
homes. 17 And after that, the only Israelite
people whom Rehoboam ruled over were
those who lived in the territory of the tribe
of Judah.

he gathered 180,000 of the best soldiers
from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.
He wanted them to ﬁght against the northern tribes of Israel and defeat them, in order that he could rule all the tribes of his
kingdom again.
22

But God spoke to the prophet Shemaiah
and said this to him: 23 ”Go and tell this to
Solomon’s son Rehoboam, the king of Judah, and to all the people of the tribes of
Judah and Benjamin and the people from
the northern tribe who live in Judah: 24
‘Yahweh says that you must not go to ﬁght
against your own relatives, the people of
Israel. All of you must go home. What
has happened is what Yahweh wanted to
happen.’” So Shemaiah went and told that
to them, and they all listened what Yahweh had commanded them to do, and they
went home.
25

Then Jeroboam’s workers built walls
around the city of Shechem in the
hill country where the descendants of
Ephraim lived, and he ruled from there
for a while. He and his workers then left
18
Then King Rehoboam went with there and went to the city of Peniel, and
Adoniram to talk to the Israelite people. they built walls around that city.
Adoniram was the man who supervised 26-27 Then Jeroboam said to himself, “If my
all the men who were forced to work for people continue to go to Jerusalem and
Rehoboam. But the Israelite people killed offer sacriﬁces to Yahweh at the temple
him by throwing stones at him. When that there, soon they will again become loyal
happened, King Rehoboam quickly got in to Rehoboam, the king of Judah, and they
his chariot and escaped to Jerusalem. 19 will kill me.”
Ever since that time, the people of the
28
So he consulted his advisors, and then
northern tribes of Israel have been rebelling against the descendants of King he did what they suggested. He told
his workers to make gold statues of two
David.
calves. Then he said to the people, “You
20
When the Israelite people heard that Jer- have been going to Jerusalem to worship
oboam had returned from Egypt, they in- for a long time. You are making too big an
vited him to come to a meeting, and there effort to keep going there. You people of Isthey appointed him to be the king of Israel. rael, look! These statues are the gods that
Only the people of the tribe of Judah con- brought our ancestors up from Egypt! So
tinued to be loyal to the kings descended you can worship these, here!” 29 He told
from King David.
his workers to place one of the statues in
21
When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, the city of Bethel in the south and one in
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the city of Dan in the north. 30 So what Jeroboam did caused the people to sin. Some
of them went and worshiped the calf at
Bethel, and others went and worshiped
the other calf at Dan.
31

Moses had declared that only men from
the tribe of Levi would be priests, but
Jeroboam also told his workers to build
places on the hills where they could worship idols, and then he appointed men
who were not from the tribe of Levi to be
priests for the idols. 32 They had a celebration in the eighth month, on the ﬁfteenth day, like the celebration of living
in temporary shelters that occurred in Judah each year. On the altar that they built
at Bethel, he offered sacriﬁces to the gold
statues of calves that they had made, and
he stationed the priests on the hills where
idols were worshiped, where his workers
33
Jerbuilt houses used for idolatry.
oboam went up to that altar on that day
in the eighth month that he himself had
chosen. There on that altar he burned incense to be a sacriﬁce. And he declared
that the people should celebrate that festival on that same day every year.

said, “This is what will prove to you that
Yahweh has said this: This altar will be
split apart, and the ashes that are on it will
be scattered.”
4

When King Jeroboam heard the prophet
say that, he pointed his ﬁnger at him and
said to his servants, “Seize that man!” But
immediately the king’s arm became paralyzed, with the result that he could not
move it. 5 (The altar split apart, and the
ashes spilled out on the ground, which is
what the prophet said that Yahweh had
predicted would happen.)
6

Then the king said to the prophet,
“Please pray that Yahweh will be merciful
to me and heal my arm!” So the prophet
prayed, and Yahweh completely healed
the king’s arm.
7

Then the king said to the prophet, “Come
home with me and eat some food. And I
will also give you a reward for what you
have done!”
8

But the prophet replied, ”Even if you
would promise to give me half of everything that you own, I will not go with you,
and I will not eat or drink anything with
you here, 9 because Yahweh commanded
me not to eat or drink anything here. He
also commanded me not to return home
on the road on which I came here.” 10 So
1
One day a prophet, obeying what Yahhe started to return home, but he did not
weh commanded him to do, went from
go on the road on which he came to Bethel.
Judah north to Bethel. He arrived there
He went on a different road.
right at the time that Jeroboam was standing at the altar, ready to burn incense. 2 11 At that time there was an old man livSaying what Yahweh told him to say, the ing in Bethel who was also a prophet. His
prophet shouted, “This is what Yahweh sons came and told him what the prophet
says about this altar, ‘I want you to know from Judah had done there on that day,
that some day a descendant of King David and they also told him what the prophet
will be born. His name will be Josiah, and had said to the king. 12 Their father
he will come here. He will slaughter at said, “On which road did he go?” So his
this altar the priests who are burning in- sons showed him the road on which the
cense for sacriﬁces on the hills in this area, prophet from Judah had gone when he left
and he will burn the bones of dead peo- Bethel. 13 Then he said to his sons, “Put a
ple on this altar.’ ” 3 Then the prophet also saddle on my donkey.” So they did that,
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14
and he got on the donkey.
He went
along the road to ﬁnd the prophet from Judah. He found him sitting under an oak
tree. He said to him, “Are you the prophet
who came from Judah?” He replied, “Yes,
I am.”
15

The old prophet said to him, “Come
home with me and eat some food.”
16

25

Some men passed by and were surprised to see the corpse on the road and
the lion standing next to the corpse. So
they went into Bethel and reported what
they had seen.
26

When the old man who had brought
the prophet from Judah to his home heard
about it, he said, “That is the prophet who
disobeyed what Yahweh told him to do!
That is why Yahweh allowed the lion to attack him and kill him. That is what Yahweh said would happen!”

He replied, ”No, I am not allowed to
go with you into your house, or to eat or
drink anything with you, 17 because Yahweh told me, ‘Do not eat or drink anything
27
Then he said to his sons, “Put a sadhere, and do not return home on the road
dle on my donkey.” So they did that. 28
on which you came.’”
Then he rode on the donkey and found
18
Then the old prophet said to him, “I also the prophet’s corpse on the road, and
am a prophet, like you are. Yahweh sent his donkey and the lion were still standan angel to tell me that I should take you ing there alongside the corpse. But the
home with me and give you some food lion had not eaten any of the ﬂesh of the
and drink.” But the old man was lying prophet and had not attacked the donwhen he said that. 19 But because of what key. 29 The old man picked up the corpse
the old prophet said, the prophet from Ju- of the prophet and put it on his donkey
dah returned with him to his home and and brought it back to Bethel, in order
ate some food and drank some water with to mourn for him and to bury his corpse.
30
him.
He buried the prophet’s corpse in the
20
While they were sitting at the table, grave where other people in his family
Yahweh spoke to the old man. 21 Then had been buried. Then he and his sons
he cried out to the prophet from Judah, mourned about him, saying, “We are very
”This is what Yahweh says: ’You have dis- sorry, my brother!”
obeyed him, and you have not done what
he commanded you to do. 22 Instead, you
have come back here and had things to
eat and drink in a place where he commanded you not to do that. As a result,
you will be killed, and your body will not
be buried in the grave where your ancestors are buried.’”

31

After they had buried him, the old
man said to his sons, ”When I die, bury
my corpse in the grave where we buried
the prophet from Judah. Lay my corpse
next to his corpse. 32 And do not forget what he said, things that Yahweh told
him to say about the altar in Bethel, and
what Yahweh told him to say about the
places where they worshiped idols on the
23
When they had ﬁnished eating, the
hills around the towns in Samaria. Those
old man put a saddle on the donkey for
things will surely happen.”
the prophet from Judah, and the prophet
from Judah left. 24 But as he was go- 33 But King Jeroboam still did not stop coning, a lion met him and killed him. The tinuing to do the evil things that he was
prophet’s corpse was lying on the road; doing. Instead, he appointed more priests
the donkey was standing beside it, and the from men who were not descended from
lion was also standing beside the corpse. Levi. He appointed as priest anyone who
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agreed to become one, in order that he
could offer sacriﬁces on the hilltops. 34 Because he committed that sin, a few years
later God got rid of most of Jeroboam’s descendants and did not allow them to become kings of Israel.

Chapter 14
1

well. He obeyed all my commandments
very sincerely, doing only things that I
considered to be right. 9 But you have
done more evil things than all those who
ruled before you. You have rejected me,
and you have caused me to become very
angry by making metal images of other
gods so that you and others could worship
them.
10

So, I am going to cause terrible things
to happen to your family. I will cause
all your male descendants to die, young
ones and old ones. I will completely get
rid of your family just like a man completely burns dung to cook his food. 11
The corpses of any members of your family who die in cities will be eaten by dogs.
And the corpses of any members of your
family who die out in the open ﬁelds will
be eaten by vultures. This will surely happen because I, Yahweh, have said that it
will happen.’

At that time, Jeroboam’s son Abijah became very sick. 2 Jeroboam said to his
wife, ”Disguise yourself in order that no
one will recognize that you are my wife.
Then go to the city of Shiloh, where the
prophet Ahijah lives. He is the one who
predicted that I would become the king
of Israel. 3 Take with you ten loaves of
bread and some small ﬂat cakes, and a jar
of honey, and give them to him. Tell him
about our son, and he will tell you what
will happen to him.” 4 So his wife went to
Shiloh, to Ahijah’s house. Ahijah was un- 12 So go back home. And as soon as you
able to see, because he was very old and enter the city, your son will die. 13 All the
had become blind.
Israelite people will mourn for him and
5
But before she got there, Yahweh told bury him. He is the only one of Jeroboam’s
Ahijah that Jeroboam’s wife was coming family who will be buried properly, beto inquire about their son, who was very cause he is the only one of Jeroboam’s famsick. And Yahweh told Ahijah what he ily with whom Yahweh is at all pleased.
should tell her.
14
Furthermore, Yahweh will appoint for
When she came to him, she pretended to himself a king to rule over Israel who will
6
But when Ahi- get rid of Jeroboam’s descendants. And
be another woman.
jah heard her footsteps as she entered the that will start to happen today! 15 Yahweh
doorway, he said to her, ”Come in, wife will punish the people of Israel. He will
of Jeroboam! Why do you pretend that shake them like the wind shakes the reeds
you are someone else? Yahweh has given that grow in a stream. He will expel the
me bad news to tell you. 7 Go and tell Jer- Israelite people from this good land that
oboam that this is what Yahweh, the God he gave to our ancestors. He will scatter
whom we Israelites worship, says to you: them into countries east of the Euphrates
’I chose you from among the common peo- River, because they have caused him to beple and enabled you to become the king of come very angry by making poles for wormy Israelite people. 8 I took most of the shiping the goddess Asherah. 16 Yahweh
kingdom of Israel away from David’s de- will abandon the Israelite people because
scendants and gave it to you. But you have of the sins that Jeroboam committed, sins
not been like David, who served me very which induced the Israelite people to com-
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mit them.”
17

Jeroboam’s wife returned home to the
city of Tirzah, the new capital of Israel.
And just as she entered her house, her son
died. 18 All the Israelite people mourned
for him and buried him, which is what
Yahweh had told his servant, the prophet
Ahijah, would happen.
19

Everything else that Jeroboam did, and
the record of wars that his army fought,
and how he ruled, is written in the book
of the events of the Kings of Israel. 20 Jeroboam ruled for twenty-two years. Then
he died, and his son Nadab became king.
21

Solomon’s son Rehoboam ruled Judah.
He was forty-one years old when he
started to rule, and he ruled for seventeen years. He ruled in Jerusalem, which
is the city that Yahweh chose out of all
the tribes of Israel to be the place where
he should be worshiped. Rehoboam’s
mother’s name was Naamah. She was
from the Ammon people group.
22

The people of Judah did many things
that Yahweh said were evil. They caused
him to become angry because they committed more sins than their ancestors had
committed. They worshiped many other
gods instead of worshiping only Yahweh.
23
They built places to worship those gods.
On high hills and under big trees they
set up pillars and poles for worshiping
Asherah. 24 Also, there were male prostitutes at these places of worship. The
Israelite people did the same disgraceful
things that had been done by the people whom Yahweh had expelled while
the Israelites were advancing through the
land.

cluding the gold shields that Solomon’s
workers had made. 27 King Rehoboam’s
workers made bronze shields to replace
them and put them into the hands of ofﬁcers who guarded the entrance to the
king’s palace. 28 Every time that the king
went into the temple, those guards carried
those shields, and when he left the temple they returned the shields to the storeroom.
29

Everything else that Rehoboam did is
written in the book of the events of the
Kings of Judah. 30 There were wars continually between the armies of Rehoboam
and Jeroboam. 31 Then Rehoboam died,
and he was buried in the part of Jerusalem
called the city of David, where his ancestors were buried. Then his son Abijah became the king.

Chapter 15
1

After Jeroboam had been the king of
Israel for almost eighteen years, Abijah became the king of Judah. 2 He
ruled for three years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Maacah, the daughter
of Abishalom.
3

Abijah committed the same kind of sins
that his father had committed. He was not
fully dedicated to Yahweh his God, as his
ancestor David had been. 4 But, because
of what Yahweh his God had promised to
David, Yahweh gave Abijah a son to rule in
Jerusalem after him, and in order to protect Jerusalem from their enemies. 5 Yahweh did that because David had always
done what pleased Yahweh and because
David had always obeyed Yahweh. The
25
When Rehoboam had been ruling for only time when he disobeyed Yahweh was
almost ﬁve years, King Shishak of Egypt when he caused Uriah to be killed due to
came with his army to attack Jerusalem. his sin with Bathsheba.
26
They took away all the valuable things 6 There were wars between the armies of
in the temple and in the king’s palace, in- Rehoboam and Jeroboam all during the
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time that Abijah ruled. 7 Everything else
that Abijah did is written in the book of
the events of the Kings of Judah. 8 Abijah died and was buried in the part of
Jerusalem called the city of David, and his
son Asa became king.
9

After Jeroboam had been the king of Israel for almost twenty years, Asa started
to rule Judah. 10 He ruled in Jerusalem
for forty-one years. His grandmother was
Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom.
11

Asa did what was pleasing to Yahweh,
as his ancestor David had done. 12 He got
rid of the male prostitutes who were at the
places where the people worshiped idols,
and he also got rid of all the idols that his
ancestors had made. 13 He also removed
his grandmother Maacah so that she no
longer had inﬂuence in the government
because of being the mother of a previous
king. He did that because she had made
a disgusting wooden statue of the goddess
Asherah. Asa told his workers to cut down
the statue and burned it in the Kidron Valley. 14 He was not able to destroy all the
places where the people worshiped Yahweh, but he continued to be dedicated to
Yahweh all during the time that he lived.
15
He told his workers to place in the temple all the items that his father had dedicated to God, and all the gold and silver
things that he had dedicated to God.
16

There were wars between the armies of
Asa and Baasha, the king of Israel, all during the time that they ruled. 17 Baasha’s
army invaded Judah. They captured the
city of Ramah north of Jerusalem. Then
they started to build a wall around it in
order to prevent people from entering or
leaving the area in Judah that King Asa
ruled.

them to take it to Damascus and give it
to King Ben Hadad who ruled Aram. Ben
Hadad was son of Tabrimmon and grandson of Hezion. He told the oﬃcials to say
this to Ben Hadad: 19 “I want there to be
a peace treaty between me and you, like
there was between my father and your father. For that purpose, I am giving you
this silver and gold. So now please cancel the treaty that you made with Baasha,
the king of Israel, in order that he will take
his soldiers away from attacking mine, because he will be afraid of your army.” 20
So the oﬃcials went and gave the message to Ben Hadad, and he did what Asa
suggested. He sent his army commanders
and their soldiers to attack some of the
towns in Israel. They captured Ijon, Dan,
Abel of Beth Maacah, the area near the
Sea of Galilee, and all the land of the tribe
of Naphtali. 21 When Baasha heard about
that, he told his soldiers to stop working
at Ramah. He and his soldiers returned
to Tirzah and stayed there. 22 Then King
Asa sent a message to all the people in
the towns in Judah, stating that they all
were required to go to Ramah and carry
away the stones and timber that Baasha’s
soldiers had been using to build a wall
around the city. With those stones and
timber they fortiﬁed the city of Mizpah
north of Jerusalem, and Geba, a town in
the territory of the tribe of Benjamin.
23

Everything else that Asa did, the armies
that his soldiers defeated, and the names
of the cities that he caused to be fortiﬁed,
are all written in the book of the events of
the Kings of Judah. But when Asa became
old, he got a disease in his feet. 24 He died
and was buried where his ancestors were
buried in the part of Jerusalem called the
city of David. Then his son Jehoshaphat
18
So Asa told his workers to take all the became king.
silver and gold that was still in the storerooms in the temple and in the palace and 25 After Asa had been the king of Judah
gave it to some of his oﬃcials. He told for almost two years, King Jeroboam’s son
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Chapter 16

Nadab started to rule Israel. He ruled for
two years. 26 He did many things that
Yahweh said were evil. His behavior was
1
During the time that Baasha was king
sinful like his father’s behavior had been,
of
Israel, the prophet Jehu, Hanani’s son,
and what he did induced the people of Isgave Baasha this message that he had rerael to sin.
ceived from Yahweh: 2 ”You were very insigniﬁcant when I caused you to become
27
A man named Baasha, from the tribe of the ruler of my Israelite people. But you
Issachar, planned to harm him. He killed have caused me to become very angry by
Nadab when Nadab and his army had sur- doing the kinds of evil things that King Jerrounded the city of Gibbethon in the re- oboam did. You have also caused me to begion of Philistia. 28 That was when Asa come angry by causing my people to sin.
had been the king ruling Judah for almost 3 So now I will get rid of you and your
three years. Then Baasha became the king family. I will do to you just like I did to
of Israel.
Jeroboam and his family. 4 The bodies of
those in your family who die in this city
will
not be buried. They will be eaten by
29
As soon as he became king, he com- dogs, and the bodies of those who die in
manded his soldiers to kill all of Jer- the ﬁelds will be eaten by vultures.”
oboam’s family.
Doing what Yahweh
5
The other things that Baasha did durhad told the prophet Ahijah from Shiloh
ing
the time that he ruled Israel, and the
would happen, they killed all of Jeroboam’s family. None of them were left. great things that his army did, are written
30
That happened because Yahweh had be- in Book of the Events of the Kings of Is6
come very angry with Jeroboam because rael. When Baasha died, he was buried
of all the sins that Jeroboam had commit- in Tirzah, the capital city. Then his son
ted, and because of the sins that he had Elah became king.
persuaded the people of Israel to commit. 7 Yahweh gave that message about Baasha
31

Everything else that Nadab did is written in Book of the Events of the Kings of
Israel. 32 There were wars between the
armies of King Asa and King Baasha all the
time that they ruled.
33

After Asa had been the king of Judah for
almost three years, Baasha son of Ahijah,
started to rule Israel at the city of Tirzah.
He ruled for twenty-four years. 34 Baasha
did many things that Yahweh said were
evil, and he lived a sinful life just like Jeroboam lived. Baasha’s sinful life set an example for the people of Israel that encouraged them to commit sins that were like
his sins.

and his family to the prophet Jehu.
Baasha had done many deeds that Yahweh said were evil, which caused Yahweh
to become angry. Baasha did the same
kind of deeds that King Jeroboam and his
family had done previously. Yahweh was
also angry with Baasha because he had
killed all of Jeroboam’s family.
8

After Asa had been the king of Judah for
almost twenty-six years, Elah became the
king of Israel. Elah ruled in Tirzah for
only two years.
9

A man named Zimri was one of Elah’s
army oﬃcers. He commanded the drivers
of half of Elah’s army’s chariots. He
made plans to kill Elah while Elah was
in Tirzah, getting drunk at the house of a
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man named Arza. Arza was the man who
took care of the things in the king’s palace.
10
Zimri went into Arza’s house and killed
Elah. Then he became the king of Israel.
That was when Asa had been the king of
Judah for twenty-seven years.
11

As soon as Zimri became king, he killed
all of Baasha’s family. He killed every
male in Baasha’s family and all of Baasha’s
male friends. 12 So he got rid of all of
Baasha’s family. That was just what Yahweh told the prophet Jehu would happen.
13
Baasha and his son Elah had sinned
and induced the Israelite people to sin.
They caused Yahweh, the God whom the
Israelite people worshiped, to become angry, because they both urged the people to
worship worthless idols.

the record of how he rebelled against King
Elah, are written in Book of the Events of
the Kings of Israel.
21

After Zimri died, the Israelite people
were divided among themselves. One
group wanted Tibni son of Ginath, to be
their king. The other group wanted Omri
to be the king. 22 Those who supported
Omri were stronger than those who supported Tibni. So Tibni was killed, and
Omri became king.
23

Omri became king when Asa had been
king of Judah for almost thirty-one years.
Omri ruled Israel for twelve years. For
the ﬁrst six years he ruled in Tirzah. 24
Then he bought a hill from a man named
Shemer and paid him about sixty-six kilograms of silver for it. Then Omri ordered
14
Everything else that Elah did is written his men to build a city on that hill, and
in Book of the Events of the Kings of Is- he called it Samaria, to honor Shemer, the
rael.
man who owned it previously.
15
So Zimri became the king of Israel af- 25 But Omri did many things that Yahweh
ter Asa had been king of Judah for twenty- said were evil. He did more evil deeds
seven years. But Zimri ruled in Tirzah for than any of the kings who ruled Israel beonly seven days. The Israelite army was fore he did. 26 When Jeroboam was prebeseiging Gibeah, a town that belonged to viously the king, he had induced the Isthe Philistine people group. 16 The men in raelite people to sin, and Omri committed
the Israelite army camp heard that Zimri the same kind of sins that Jeroboam did.
had secretly planned to kill King Elah, and The Israelite people caused Yahweh, the
then had killed him. So on that day the God the Israelite people had worshiped,
soldiers chose Omri, the commander of to become very angry, because they wortheir army, to become the king of Israel. 17 shiped worthless idols.
The Israelite army was camped near Gib27
Everything that Omri did, and the
bethon. When they heard what Zimri had
done, they left there and went to Tirzah, record of the victories that his army won,
and surrounded the city. 18 When Zimri are written in Book of the Events of the
28
realized that the city was about to be cap- Kings of Israel. After Omri died, he was
tured, he went into his palace and set it on buried in Samaria, and his son Ahab beﬁre. So the palace burned down, and he came king.
died in the ﬁre. 19 He died because he had 29
Ahab became king of Israel when Asa
sinned by doing many things that Yahweh
had ruled Judah for almost thirty-eight
said were evil. Jeroboam had induced the
years. Ahab ruled in the city of Samaria
Israelite people to sin, and Zimri sinned
for twenty-two years. 30 Ahab did many
just like Jeroboam had sinned.
things that Yahweh said were evil. He
20
All the other things that Zimri did, and did more evil deeds than any of the kings
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31
who ruled Israel before he did.
He
committed the same kind of sins that Jeroboam did, but he did things that were
worse than the things that Jeroboam did.
He married a woman named Jezebel, the
daughter of Ethbaal, the king of the city of
Sidon. Then Ahab started to worship Baal,
the god that the Canaan people group worshiped. 32 He built a temple in Samaria in
order that the Israelite people could worship Baal there, and he put an altar there
for making sacriﬁces to Baal. 33 He also
made an idol that represented Asherah,
Baal’s wife. He did many more things that
caused Yahweh to become angry. He did
more evil things than any of the previous
kings of Israel had done.
34

because I have commanded them to bring
food to you.”
5

So Elijah did what Yahweh commanded
him to do. He went and camped alongside Kerith Brook. 6 Crows bought bread
and meat to him every morning and every evening, and he drank water from the
brook.
7

But after a while, the water in the brook
dried up, because rain did not fall anywhere in the land. 8 Then Yahweh said
to Elijah, 9 “Go and live in the village of
Zarephath, near the city of Sidon. There
is a widow there who will give you food
to eat. I have already told her what to do
about that.” 10 So Elijah did what God said.
He went to Zarephath. As he arrived at
the gates of the village, he saw a widow
who was gathering sticks. He said to her,
“Would you please bring me a cup of wa11
While she was going to get it,
ter?”
he called out to her, “Bring me a piece of
bread, too!”

During the years that Ahab ruled, Hiel,
a man from the city of Bethel, rebuilt the
city of Jericho. But when he started to rebuild the city, his oldest son Abiram died.
And when the city was ﬁnished, while Hiel
was building the city gates, his youngest
son Segub died. They died just as Yahweh
12
But she replied, “Your God knows that
had told Joshua would happen to the sons
what I am telling you is true. I do not have
of anyone who would rebuild Jericho.
even one piece of bread in my house. I
have only a handful of ﬂour in a jar, and
a little olive oil in a jug. I was gathering
a few sticks to use these to make a ﬁre
and cook one more meal, and then after
1
Elijah was a prophet who lived in the my son and I eat that, we will die from
city of Tishbe in the region of Gilead. One hunger.”
day he went to King Ahab and said to him, 13
But Elijah said to her, ”Do not be wor“Yahweh is the God whom we Israelites
ried! Go home and do what you said
worship and the God whom I worship and
that you were going to do. But ﬁrst, bake
serve. Just as certainly as Yahweh lives,
me a little loaf of bread and bring it to
there will be no dew or rain for the next
me. After you do that, take what is left
few years, unless I command it to fall.”
and prepare some food for you and your
2
3
Then Yahweh said to Elijah, ”Because son. 14 I know that you will be able to
you have made the king angry with you, do that, because Yahweh, the God whom
escape from the king and, go to the east, we Israelites worship, says this, ‘There
to the Kerith Brook, east of where it ﬂows will always be plenty of ﬂour and olive
into the Jordan River. 4 You will be able to oil left in your containers, until the time
drink water from the brook, and you will when I send rain again and the crops grow
be able to eat what the crows bring to you, again!’”

Chapter 17
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So the woman did exactly what Elijah
told her to do. And she and her son and Elijah had enough food every day, 16 because
the ﬂour in the jar was never ﬁnished, and
the jug of oil was never empty. That happened just like Yahweh had told Elijah that
it would happen.
17

him that I will soon send rain.”
went to talk to Ahab.

2

So Elijah

In Samaria there was almost no food for
anyone to eat. 3 There was a man there
named Obadiah. He was in charge of
the king’s palace. He greatly revered Yahweh. 4 One time when Queen Jezebel had
tried to kill all Yahweh’s prophets, Obadiah hid a hundred of them in two caves.
He put ﬁfty prophets in each cave, and he
brought food and water to them.

Some time later, the woman’s son became sick. He continued to get worse, and
ﬁnally he died. 18 So the woman went to
Elijah and said to him, “You are a prophet;
so why have you done this to me? Have 5
you come here to punish me for my sins By this time, the famine had become very
severe in Samaria. So Ahab summoned
by causing my son to die?”
Obadiah and said to him, “We must look
19
But Elijah replied, “Give your son to me.” near every spring and in every valley to
So she gave her son to him, and he took the see if we can ﬁnd enough grass to give to
boy’s body from her and carried it up the some of my horses and mules, so that they
steps to the room where he stayed. He laid will not all die.” 6 So they both started
the boy’s body on his bed. 20 Then Elijah walking through the land. Obadiah went
cried out to Yahweh, “O Yahweh my God, by himself in one direction, and Ahab
this widow has kindly allowed me to stay went in another direction by himself.
in her home. So why have you brought 7
While Obadiah was walking along, he
this tragedy to her and caused her son to
die?” 21 Then Elijah stretched himself on saw Elijah coming toward him. Obadiah
top of the boy’s body and called out to Yah- recognized Elijah and bowed down in
weh saying, “Yahweh my God, please al- front of him and said, “Is it really you, Elilow this boy to become alive again!” He jah, my master?”
8
did this three times.
Elijah replied, “Yes. Now go and tell
22
Yahweh heard what Elijah prayed, and Ahab your master that I am here.”

he caused the boy to become alive again. 9 Obadiah objected. He said, ”Sir, I have
23
Elijah carried the boy down the steps not harmed you at all. So why are you
and gave him to his mother. He said, sending me back to Ahab? He will kill
“Look, your son is alive!”
me! 10 Yahweh your God knows that I am
24
The woman said to Elijah, “Now I know telling the truth when I solemnly declare
for certain that you are a prophet and that that King Ahab has searched in every kingthe words that you speak are truly from dom to ﬁnd you. Each time that some
king said to him, ‘Elijah is not here,’ Ahab
Yahweh!”
demanded that the king of that country
solemnly swear that the king was telling
the truth. 11 Now you say to me, ‘Go and
tell your master that Elijah is here!’ 12
But as soon as I leave you, the Spirit of Yah1
For almost three years there was no rain weh will carry you away, and I will not
in Samaria. Then Yahweh said this to Eli- know where he will take you. So when I
jah: “Go and meet with King Ahab and tell tell Ahab that you are here and he comes

Chapter 18
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to me and he does not ﬁnd you here, he
will kill me! But I do not deserve to die because I have revered Yahweh since I was
a boy. 13 My master, have you not heard
about what I did when Jezebel wanted to
kill all of Yahweh’s prophets? I hid a hundred of them in two caves and took food
14
and water to them.
Now, sir, you
say, ‘Go and tell your master that Elijah is
here.’ But if I do that, and he comes and
you are not here, he will kill me!”
15

But Elijah replied, “Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, the one whom I
serve, knows that I am telling the truth as
I solemnly declare that I will go to meet
with Ahab today.”

Yahweh.
22

Then Elijah said to them, ”I am the only
true prophet of Yahweh who is left, but
Baal has 450 prophets. 23 Bring two bulls.
The prophets of Baal may choose the one
that they want. They must kill it and cut it
into pieces and lay the pieces on the wood
that is on the altar that they made. But
they must not light a ﬁre under the wood.
I will kill the other bull and cut it in pieces
and lay the pieces on the altar that I make.
24
Then they must call to their god, and I
will call to Yahweh. The god who answers
by lighting a ﬁre to the wood that is on that
altar is the true God!”

Then all the people thought that Elijah’s
So Obadiah went to tell Ahab that Elijah suggestion was good.
had come. Ahab went to meet with him.
25
17
Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,
When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is
that you, the one who causes trouble for “You call to Baal ﬁrst, because there are
many of you. Choose one of the bulls and
the people of Israel?”
prepare it, and then call to your god. But
18
Elijah replied, ”It is not I who have do not light a ﬁre under the wood!” 26 So
caused trouble for the people of Israel! they killed one of the bulls and cut it up
You and your family are the ones who and placed the pieces on the altar. Then
have caused trouble! You have refused to they called out to Baal all morning. They
obey Yahweh’s commands, and you have shouted, “Baal, answer us!” But no one anworshiped the idols of Baal instead. 19 swered. There was no reply at all .
So now, command all the Israelite people
to come to Mount Carmel, and be sure to Then they danced wildly around the altar
bring all the 450 prophets who worship that they had made.
Baal and the four hundred prophets who 27
About noontime, Elijah started to make
worship the goddess Asherah, the ones to
fun of them. He said, “Surely Baal is a god,
whom your wife Jezebel always invites to
so it seems that you must shout louder!
eat with her.”
Perhaps he is thinking about something,
20
So Ahab summoned all his prophets and or perhaps he has gone to the toilet. Or
all the other Israelite people to the top of perhaps he is traveling somewhere, or
Mount Carmel, and Elijah went up there perhaps he is asleep and you need to
too. 21 Then Elijah stood in front of them wake him up!” 28 So they shouted louder.
and said, “How long are you going to be Then, doing one of the things that they
undecided about who is truly God? If Yah- frequently did when they worshiped Baal,
weh is God, then worship him. If Baal is they slashed themselves with knives and
truly God, then worship him!” But the swords until a lot of blood ﬂowed. 29 They
people said nothing in reply, because they continued calling out to Baal all afternoon.
were afraid of what Jezebel would do to But there was no voice that gave a reply,
them if they admitted that they worshiped no answer, no god who paid attention.
16
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Then Elijah called to the people saying, “Come closer!” So they all crowded
around him. Then Elijah repaired the altar of Yahweh that had been ruined by the
prophets of Baal. 31 Then he took twelve
large stones, each one to represent one of
the Israelite tribes, whose ancestors were
the twelve sons of Jacob. 32 With these
stones he rebuilt Yahweh’s altar. Then
around the altar he dug a little ditch that
was large enough to hold about ﬁfteen
liters of water. 33 He piled wood on top
of the stones. He killed the bull and cut it
in pieces. Then he laid the pieces on top
of the wood. Then he said, “Fill four large
jars with water, and pour the water on top
of the pieces of meat and the wood.” So
they did that.
34

Then he said, “Do the same thing again!”
So they did it again. Then he said, “Do it a
third time!” So they did it again.
35

As a result, the water ﬂowed down below the altar and ﬁlled the ditches.
36

When it was time to offer the evening
sacriﬁces, Elijah walked close to the altar
and prayed. He said, ”Yahweh, you who
are the God that our ancestors Abraham
and Isaac and Jacob worshiped, prove today that you are the God whom the Israelite people should worship, and prove
that I am your servant. Prove that I have
done all these things because you told me
to do them. 37 Yahweh, answer me! Answer me in order that these people will
know that you, Yahweh, are God and that
you have caused them to trust in you
again!”

shouted, “Yahweh is God!
God!”

Yahweh is

40

Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize
all the prophets of Baal! Do not allow any
of them to escape!” So the people seized
all the prophets of Baal, and took them
down the mountain to the river Kishon,
and Elijah killed them all there.
41

Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go and get
something to eat and drink. But do it
quickly, because it is soon going to rain
very hard!” 42 So Ahab and his men left
to prepare a big meal. But Elijah went
back up to the top of Mount Carmel and
prayed.
43

Then he said to his servant, “Go and
look out toward the sea, to see if there are
any rain clouds.” So his servant went and
looked, and came back and said, “I do not
see anything.” This happened six times.
44
But when the servant went the seventh
time, he came back and said, “I saw a very
small cloud above the sea. As I extend
my arm, the cloud is about the size of my
hand.”
Then Elijah shouted to him, “Go and tell
King Ahab to get his chariot ready and go
home immediately! If he does not do that,
the rain will stop him!” 45 Very soon the
sky was full of black clouds. There was
a strong wind, and then it began to rain
very hard. Ahab got into his chariot and
started to return to the city of Jezreel. 46
Yahweh gave extra strength to Elijah. He
tucked his cloak into his belt in order to
run fast, and he ran ahead of Ahab’s chariot all the way to Jezreel.

38

Immediately a ﬁre from Yahweh ﬂashed
down from the sky. The ﬁre burned up the
pieces of meat, the wood, the stones, and
the dirt that was around the altar. It even
dried up all the water in the ditch!

Chapter 19
1

When Ahab got home, he told his wife
When the people saw that, they pros- Jezebel what Elijah had done. He told her
trated themselves on the ground and that Elijah had killed all the prophets of
39
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Baal. 2 So Jezebel sent this message to Elijah, “By this time tomorrow I will have
killed you, just like you killed all those
prophets of Baal. If I do not do that, I hope
the gods will kill me.”

have torn down your altars, and they have
killed all of your prophets. I am the only
one whom they have not killed, and now
they are trying to kill me, too. So I am running away from them.”

3

11

When Elijah received her message, he
was afraid. So taking his servant with
him, he ﬂed in order that he would not be
killed. He went far south to Beersheba, in
Judah. He left his servant there. 4 Then
he went by himself further south into the
desert. He walked all day. He sat down under a broom tree and prayed that Yahweh
would allow him to die. He said, “Yahweh,
I cannot endure anymore. So allow me
to die, because for me to live is no better
than being with my ancestors who have
died.”

Yahweh said to him, “Go out and stand
in front of me on this mountain while I
pass by.” So Elijah did that. While he was
standing there, a strong windstorm struck
the mountain. As a result, rocks were loosened from the mountainside. But Yahweh
was not in the wind. Then there was an
earthquake, but Yahweh was not in the
earthquake.
12

Then there was a ﬁre, but Yahweh was
not in the ﬁre. Then there was a sound
13
like someone whispering quietly.
When Elijah heard that, he wrapped his
5
Then he lay down under the broom tree cloak around his face. He went out of
and slept. But while he was sleeping, an the cave and stood at its entrance. And
angel touched him and woke him up and he heard Yahweh speaking to him, saying
said to him, “Get up and eat some food!” again, “Elijah, why are you here?”
14
He replied again, “I have zealously
6
Elijah looked around and saw some
served
you, Yahweh, commander of angel
bread which had been baked on hot
stones, and he also saw a jar of water. So armies. But the Israelite people have rehe ate some bread and drank some water jected the agreement that they made with
you. They have torn down your altars,
and lay down to sleep again.
and they have killed all of your prophets.
7
Then the angel who had been sent by I am the only one whom they have not
Yahweh came again and touched him, and killed, and now they are trying to kill me,
said, “Get up and eat some more food, be- too. So I am running away from them.”
cause you need more strength to go on 15
Then Yahweh told him, ”Go back to the
a long journey.” 8 So he got up and ate
wilderness near Damascus. When you
and drank some more; because he did
arrive there anoint with olive oil a man
that, he got enough strength to travel for
named Hazael, to appoint him to be the
forty days and nights to Mount Horeb, the
king of Aram. 16 Then anoint Jehu son of
mountain that was dedicated to God. 9 He
Nimshi to be the king of Israel, and also
went into a cave there and slept there that
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat, from the city
night.
of Abel Meholah, to become my prophet
17
Hazael’s army
The next morning, Yahweh said to him, after you are gone.
10
Elijah will kill many people, and those who es“Elijah, why are you here?”
replied, “I have zealously served you, Yah- cape from being killed by his army will
weh, commander of angel armies. But the be killed by Jehu’s army, and those who
Israelite people have rejected the agree- escape from being killed by Jehu’s army
ment that they made with you. They will be killed by Elisha. 18 But you need to
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know that there are still seven thousand 5 The messengers told that to Ben Hadad,
people in Israel who have never bowed to and he sent them back with another mesworship Baal or kissed his idol.”
sage: ”I sent a message to you saying that
you must give me all your silver and gold
19
So Elijah went to Aram and found Elisha
and your wives and your children. 6 But
as he was plowing a ﬁeld with a team of
in addition to that, about this time tomoroxen. There were eleven other men who
row, I will send some of my oﬃcials to
were in front of him, plowing with teams
search your palace and the houses of your
of oxen in the same ﬁeld. Elijah went to
oﬃcials, and to bring to me everything
Elisha, and took off his own coat and put
that they see is valuable.”
it on Elisha, to show Elisha that he wanted
Elisha to take his place as a prophet. Then 7 King Ahab summoned all the leaders of
he started to walk away. 20 Elisha left the Israel, and said to them, “You can see for
oxen standing there and ran after Elijah, yourselves that this man is trying to cause
and said to him, “I will go with you, but much trouble. He sent me a message insisting that I must give him my wives and
ﬁrst let me kiss my parents goodbye.”
my children, my silver and my gold, and I
Elijah replied, “Very well, go home. But agreed to do that.”
do not forget why I have given my cloak
8
to you!” 21 So Elisha went back home. He The leaders and all the other people said
killed his oxen and cut them in pieces and to him, “Do not pay any attention to him!
used the wood from the plow to build a Do not do what he is requesting!”
ﬁre to roast the meat. He distributed the 9 So Ahab said to Ben Hadad’s messenmeat to the other people in his town, and gers, “Tell the king that I agree to give him
they all ate some. Then he went with Eli- the things that he ﬁrst requested, but I
jah and became his helper.
do not agree to allow his oﬃcials to take

Chapter 20
1

Ben Hadad, the king of Aram, gathered
all his army, and he brought thirty-two
lesser kings to join him with their armies
and horses and chariots. They marched
to the city of Samaria, the capital of Israel, and surrounded it and prepared to
attack it. 2 Ben Hadad sent messengers
into the city to King Ahab, and they said
this to him: ”This is what King Ben Hadad
says: 3 ‘You must give to me all your silver and gold, your good-looking wives and
strongest children.’”

anything that they want from my palace
and from the houses of my oﬃcials.” So
the messengers reported that to King Ben
Hadad, and they returned with another
message from Ben Hadad.
10

In that message he said, “We will destroy your city completely, with the result
that there will not be enough ashes left for
each of my soldiers to have one handful!
I hope that the gods will strike me dead if
we do not do that!”
11

King Ahab replied to the messengers,
“Tell King Ben Hadad this: No one wins a
battle before he ﬁghts it, so do not boast
before you should.”
12

Ben Hadad heard that message while he
The king of Israel replied to them, “Tell and the other rulers were drinking wine
this to King Ben Hadad, ‘I agree to do what in their temporary shelters. He told his
you requested. You can have me and ev- men to prepare to attack the city. So his
erything that I own.’ ”
men did that.
4
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At that moment, a prophet came to King
Ahab and said to him, “This is what Yahweh says: ‘Do not be at all afraid of the
large enemy army that you see! I will enable your army to defeat them today, and
you will know that it is I, Yahweh, who has
done it.’ ”
14

Ahab asked, “What group of our army
will defeat them?” The prophet replied,
“The young soldiers whom the district governors command will do it.” The king
asked, “Who should lead the attack?” The
prophet replied, “You should!”
15

Ahab and said to him, “Go back and prepare your soldiers, and think carefully
about what will be necessary for you to do,
because the king of Aram will attack with
his army again in the springtime of next
year.”
23

After the Aramean army was defeated,
Ben Hadad’s oﬃcials said to him, ”The
gods that the Israelites worship are gods
who live in the hills. Samaria is built on
a hill, and that is why their soldiers were
able to defeat us. But if we ﬁght against
them in the plains, we certainly will be
able to defeat them. 24 So, this is what you
should do: You must remove the thirtytwo kings who are leading your troops
and replace them with army commanders.
25
Then gather an army like the army that
was defeated. Gather an army that has
as many horses and chariots as the ﬁrst
army had. Then we will ﬁght the Israelites
in the plains, and we will surely defeat
them.”

So Ahab gathered the young soldiers
who were commanded by the district governors. There were 232 of those men.
Then he also summoned all the Israelite
army. There were only seven thousand
16
They started to attack at
soldiers.
noon, while Ben Hadad and the other
rulers were getting drunk in their temporary shelters. 17 The young soldiers advanced ﬁrst. Some scouts who had been
sent out by Ben Hadad reported to him, Ben Hadad agreed with them, and he did
26
“There are men coming out of Samaria”! what they suggested.
In the spring
of the following year, he gathered his sol18
He said, “It does not matter whether
diers and marched with them to the city
they are coming to ﬁght against us or to
of Aphek east of the Sea of Galilee, to
request for peace. Capture them, but do
ﬁght against the Israelite army. 27 The Isnot kill them!”
raelite army was also gathered together,
19
The young Israelite soldiers went out of and they were given the things that they
the city to attack the Aramean army, and needed for the battle. Then they marched
the other soldiers in the Israelite army fol- out and formed two groups facing the
20
lowed them.
Each Israelite soldier Aramean army. Their army was very
killed an Aramean soldier. The rest of small. They resembled two small ﬂocks
the Aramean army then ran away, and of goats, whereas the Aramean army was
the Israelite soldiers pursued them. But very large and spread all over the countryKing Ben Hadad escaped riding his horse, side.
along with some other men riding horses. 28
A prophet came to King Ahab and said
21
Then the king of Israel went out of the
to him, “This is what Yahweh says: ‘The
city; he and his soldiers captured all the
Arameans say that I am a god who lives
other Aramean horses and chariots, and
in the hills, and that I am not a god who
also killed a large number of Aramean sollives in the valleys. So I will show that they
diers.
are wrong by enabling your men to defeat
22
Then that same prophet went to King this huge army in the valley, and you will
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know that I, Yahweh, have done it.’ ”
29

The two armies stayed in their tents
for seven days, in groups that faced
each other. Then, on the seventh day,
they started ﬁghting. The Israelite army
killed 100,000 Aramean soldiers. 30 The
other Aramean soldiers ran away into
Aphek. Then the wall of the city collapsed
and killed twenty-seven thousand more
Aramean soldiers.

agreement with Ben Hadad, and allowed
him to go home.
35

Then Yahweh spoke to a member of an
association of prophets and told him to request a fellow prophet to strike him. But
that man refused to do it.
36

So the prophet said to him, “Because
you refused to obey what Yahweh told
you to do, a lion will kill you as soon as
you leave me.” And as soon as he left
Ben Hadad also escaped into the city and that prophet, a lion suddenly met him and
hid in the back room of a house. 31 His killed him.
oﬃcials went to him and said, “We have
heard a report that the Israelites act merci- 37 Then the prophet found another
fully. So allow us to go to the king of Israel, prophet, and said to him, “Strike me!” So
wearing course sacks around our waists that man hit him very hard and injured
and ropes on our heads to indicate that we him. 38 Then the prophet put a large banwill be his slaves. Perhaps if we do that, he dage over his face so that no one would
recognize him. Then he went and stood
will allow you to remain alive.”
alongside the road, waiting for the king
32
The king permitted them to do that, so to come by. 39 When the king passed by,
they wrapped coarse sacks around their the prophet cried out to him, saying ”Your
waists and put ropes on their heads, and Majesty, after I was wounded while I was
they went to the king of Israel and said ﬁghting in a battle, a soldier brought to me
to him, “Ben Hadad, who greatly respects one of our enemies who he had captured,
you, says, ‘Please do not kill me.’ ” Ahab and said to me, ‘Guard this man! If he esreplied, “Is he still alive? He is like a capes, you must pay me thirty-three kilobrother to me!”
grams of silver; if you do not pay that, you
40
33
Ben Hadad’s oﬃcials were trying to will be executed!’ But while I was busy
ﬁnd out if Ahab would act mercifully, and doing other things, the man escaped!” The
when Ahab said “brother,” they were op- king of Israel said to him, “That is your
timistic. So they replied, “Yes, he is like problem! You yourself have said that you
your brother!” Ahab said, “Go and bring deserve to be punished.”
him to me.” So they went and brought Ben 41
The prophet immediately took off the
Hadad to him. When Ben Hadad arrived,
bandage, and the king of Israel recognized
Ahab told him to get in the chariot and sit
that he was one of the prophets. 42 The
with him.
prophet said to him, “This is what Yah34
Ben Hadad said to him, “I will give back weh says: ‘You have allowed that man Ben
to you the towns that my father’s army Hadad to escape after I commanded you
took from your father. And I will allow to be sure to execute him! Since you did
you to set up market areas for your mer- not do that, you will be killed instead. And
chants in Damascus my capital, just as my your army will be destroyed because you
father did in Samaria your capital.” Ahab allowed some of his army to escape!’ ” 43
replied, “Because you agree to do that, I The king went back home to Samaria, very
will not execute you.” So Ahab made an angry and depressed.
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Chapter 21

two men who always cause trouble. Give
them places to sit opposite him. Tell these
men to testify that they heard Naboth say
1
King Ahab had a palace in the city of
things that criticized God and the king.
Jezreel. Near the palace was a vineyard
Then
take Naboth out of the city and kill
owned by a man named Naboth. 2 One
him by throwing stones at him.”
day, Ahab went to Naboth and said to him,
11
The leaders received the letters and did
“Your vineyard is close to my palace. I
would like to buy it, so that I can plant what Jezebel had written in the letters
12
They declared a day
some vegetables there. I will give you in for them to do.
exchange a better vineyard somewhere on which the people would all go withelse, or if you prefer, I will pay you for out food. And they gave Naboth a seat
in a place where honored people sat, in
your vineyard.”
front of the people. 13 Two men who al3
But Naboth replied, “That land belonged
ways caused trouble sat opposite Naboth.
to my ancestors, so I want to keep it. I
While everyone was listening, they stated
hope that Yahweh will never allow me to
that they had heard Naboth say things that
give that land to you!”
criticized God and the king. So the peo4
So Ahab became very sullen and angry ple seized Naboth. They took him outside
because of what Naboth had said. He the city and killed him by throwing stones
went home and lay down on his bed. He at him. 14 Then those leaders sent a mesturned his face toward the wall, and he re- sage to Jezebel, saying, “We have executed
fused to eat anything.
Naboth.”
5
His wife Jezebel came in and asked him, 15 When Jezebel found out that Naboth
“Why are you so depressed? Why are you had been killed, she told Ahab, “Naboth
refusing to eat anything?”
is dead. Now you can go and take posses6
Ahab replied, “I talked to Naboth, that sion of the vineyard that he refused to sell
16
man from Jezreel. I told him that I wanted to you.” When Ahab heard that Naboth
his vineyard. I said, ‘I will buy it from you, was dead, he got up and went to the vineor I will give you another vineyard for it.’ yard to claim that he now owned it.
17
But he refused to let me have it.”
Then Yahweh spoke to Elijah the
7

His wife replied, “You are the king of Israel, so you can get whatever you want!
Get up, and eat some food and do not
worry about what Naboth said. I will get
Naboth’s vineyard for you.”
8

prophet. He said, 18 ”Go to Samaria and
talk to Ahab, the king of Israel. He is in
the vineyard of a man named Naboth. He
has gone there to claim that he now owns
it. 19 Tell Ahab that this is what I, Yahweh,
say to him, ‘You have murdered Naboth
and taken his land. So I am telling you this.
In the same place where Naboth died and
dogs came and licked up Naboth’s blood,
you will die and the dogs will lick up your
blood, too!’”

Then Jezebel wrote some letters, and she
signed Ahab’s name on them. She used his
oﬃcial seal to seal them. Then she sent
them to the older leaders and other important men who lived near Naboth and who
decided public matters with him. 9 This is
what she wrote in the letters: ”Proclaim 20 So when Elijah met with Ahab, Ahab
a day when all the people will gather to- said to him, “You, my enemy, have found
gether and fast. Give to Naboth an impor- me!” Elijah answered, ”Yes, I have found
tant place to sit among them. 10 Then ﬁnd you. You have never stopped doing the
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things that Yahweh says are wrong.
21

So this is what Yahweh says to you, ’I
will soon get rid of you. I will kill you, and
I will also kill every male in your household, including those who are slaves and
those who are not slaves. 22 Your family
will all be killed, just like the family of
King Jeroboam and like the family of King
Baasha were killed. I will get rid of you because you have caused me to become very
angry, and you have also induced the Israelite people to sin.’

Chapter 22
1

For almost three years there was no war
between Aram and Israel. 2 Then King Jehoshaphat, who ruled Judah, went to visit
King Ahab, who ruled Israel. 3 While they
were talking, Ahab said to his oﬃcials, “Do
you realize that the Arameans are still occupying our city of Ramoth in the region
of Gilead? And we are doing nothing to retake that city!” 4 Then he turned toward
Jehoshaphat and asked, “Will your army
join my army to ﬁght against the people
23
Yahweh has also told me that your wife
of Ramoth and retake that city?”
Jezebel will be killed, and dogs in Jezreel
will eat her body. 24 The dead bodies of the Jehoshaphat replied, “Certainly! I will do
members of your family who die in this whatever you want, and you may comcity will not be buried. They will be eaten mand my troops. You may take my horses
5
by dogs, and the bodies of those who die into battle, also.”
Then he added,
in the ﬁelds will be eaten by vultures.”
“But we should ask Yahweh ﬁrst, to ﬁnd
out what he wants us to do.” 6 So Ahab
25
There was no man who gave himself
summoned about four hundred of his
as completely to do things that Yahweh
prophets together, and he asked them,
said were evil like Ahab did. But his wife
“Should my army go to ﬁght the people in
Jezebel urged him to do many of those
Ramoth and retake that city, or not?”
things. 26 The most disgusting thing that
Ahab did was to worship idols, just like the They answered, “Yes, go and attack them,
Amor people group had done. And that because God will enable your army to deis why Yahweh took their land from them feat them.”
and gave it to the Israelites.
7
But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there no
27

After Elijah ﬁnished talking to Ahab,
Ahab tore his clothes to show that he was
sorry for all the sins that he had committed. He put on rough clothes that
were made from sacks, and he refused to
eat anything. He even wore those rough
clothes made from sacks when he slept, to
show that he was sorry.

other prophet of Yahweh here whom we
can ask?”
8

The king of Israel replied, “There is one
other man we can ask. His name is Micaiah son of Imlah. But I hate him, because when he prophesies he never says
that anything good will happen to me. He
always predicts that bad things will hap28
29
Then Yahweh said this to Elijah,
“I pen to me.”
have seen that Ahab is now very sorry for Jehoshaphat replied, “King Ahab, you
all the evil things that he has done. So the should not say that!”
things that I promised to do to his family 9
So the king of Israel told one of his oﬃwill not happen while he is still alive. I
cers to summon Micaiah immediately.
will cause them to happen after his son
becomes king. Then those things will hap- 10 The king of Israel and the king of Judah
were both wearing their royal robes and
pen to his family.”
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sitting on thrones at a gate in the city wall
of Samaria. Many prophets were speaking messages to them. 11 One of them,
whose name was Zedekiah son of Kenaanah, had made from iron something
that resembled horns of a bull. Then he
proclaimed to Ahab, “This is what Yahweh
says, ‘With horns like these your army
will keep attacking the Arameans as a bull
attacks another animal, until you completely destroy them!’ ”
12

All the other prophets of Ahab agreed.
They said, “Yes! If you go up to attack
Ramoth in Gilead, you will be successful,
because Yahweh will enable you to defeat
them!”

that he never predicts that anything good
will happen to me! He always predicts
that bad things will happen to me.”
19

But Micaiah continued, saying, ”Listen
to what Yahweh showed to me! In a vision
I saw Yahweh sitting on his throne, with
all the armies of heaven surrounding him,
on his right side and on his left side. 20 And
Yahweh said, ‘Who can persuade Ahab to
go to ﬁght against the people of Ramoth,
in order that he may be killed there?’
Some suggested one thing, and others sug21
gested something else.
Finally one
spirit came to Yahweh and said, ‘I will deceive him!’
22

Yahweh asked him, ‘How will you do
it?’ The spirit replied, ‘I will go and inspire
all of Ahab’s prophets to tell lies.’ Yahweh
said, ‘You will be successful; go and do it!’
23
So now I tell you that Yahweh has let all
of your prophets lie to you. Yahweh has
decided that something terrible will hap14
But Micaiah replied, “As surely as Yahpen to you.”
weh lives, I will tell Ahab only what Yah24
Then Zedekiah walked over to Micaiah
weh tells me to say.”
and slapped him on his face. He said, “Do
15
When Micaiah came to Ahab, Ahab
you think that Yahweh’s Spirit left me in
asked him, “Micaiah, should we go to ﬁght
order to speak to you?”
against the people of Ramoth, or not?”
25
Micaiah replied, “You will ﬁnd out for
Micaiah replied, “Of course you should go!
yourself
to which of us Yahweh’s Spirit
Yahweh will enable your army to defeat
16
But King Ahab realized that has truly spoken on the day when you go
them!”
Micaiah was being sarcastic, so he said into a room of some house to hide from
to Micaiah, “I have told you many times the Aramean troops!”
13

Meanwhile, the messenger who went to
summon Micaiah said to him, “Listen to
me! All the other prophets are predicting that the king’s army will defeat the
Arameans. So be sure that you agree with
them and say what will be favorable.”

that you must always tell only the truth 26 King Ahab commanded his soldiers,
when you say what Yahweh has revealed ”Seize Micaiah and take him to Amon, the
to you!”
governor of this city, and to my son Joash.
27
17
Tell them that I have commanded that
So Micaiah said to him, “The truth is that
they
should put this man in prison and
in a vision I saw all the troops of Israel
scattered on the mountains. They seemed give him only bread and water. Do not
to be like sheep that did not have a shep- give him anything else to eat until I return
herd. And Yahweh said, ‘Their master has safely from the battle!”
been killed. So tell them all to go home 28 Micaiah replied, “If you return safely, it
peacefully.’ ”
will be clear that it was not Yahweh who
18

Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “I told you told me what to say to you!” Then he said
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to all those who were standing there, “Do pened while Ahab was ruling, and about
not forget what I have said to King Ahab!” the palace decorated with much ivory that
they built for him, and the cities that were
29
So the king of Israel and the king of Jubuilt for him, was written in Book of the
dah led their armies to Ramoth in Gilead.
Events of the Kings of Israel. 40 When
30
King Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “I will
Ahab died, his body was buried where
put on different clothes, in order that no
his ancestors were buried. Then his son
one will recognize that I am the king. But
Ahaziah became king.
you should wear your royal robe.” So
41
Before King Ahab died, when he had
Ahab disguised himself, and they both
been ruling in Israel for four years, Asa’s
went into the battle.
son Jehoshaphat started to rule in Judah.
31
The King of Aram had said to his thirty- 42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-ﬁve years old
two men who were driving the chari- when he started to rule, and he ruled
ots, “Attack only the king of Israel!” 32 in Jerusalem for twenty-ﬁve years. His
So when the men who were driving the mother was Azubah, the daughter of
Aramean chariots saw Jehoshaphat wear- Shilhi. 43 Jehoshaphat was a good king,
ing the royal robes, they pursued him. just like his father Asa had been. He did
They shouted, “There is the king of Israel!” things that pleased Yahweh. But while he
But when Jehoshaphat cried out, 33 they was king, he did not remove all the parealized that he was not the king of Israel. gan altars that had been built upon the
So they stopped pursuing him.
hills. So the people continued to offer sac34
But one Aramean soldier shot an ar- riﬁces to idols on those altars and burned
44
row at Ahab, without knowing that it was incense there. Jehoshaphat also made a
Ahab. The arrow struck Ahab between peace treaty with the king of Israel.
the places where the parts of his armor 45 All the other things that happened
joined together. Ahab told the driver of while Jehoshaphat was ruling, and the
his chariot, “Turn the chariot around and great things that he did and the victotake me out of here! I have been severely ries his troops won, are written in Book
wounded!” 35 The battle continued all the of the Events of the Kings of Judah. 46
day. Ahab was sitting propped up in his Jehoshaphat removed from the land the
chariot, facing the Aramean troops. The male prostitutes that still lived in that reblood from his wound ran down to the gion. These were same the male prostiﬂoor of the chariot. And late in the af- tutes who had lived there in the time of
ternoon he died. 36 Just as the sun was his father Asa.
going down, someone among the Israelite 47
At that time, there was no king in Edom.
troops shouted, “The battle is ended! EvA ruler who had been appointed by Jeeryone should return home!”
hoshaphat ruled there.
37
So King Ahab died, and they took his 48
Jehoshaphat ordered some Israelite
body in the chariot to Samaria and buried
men to build a ﬂeet of ships to sail south
his body there. 38 They washed his charto the region of Ophir to get gold. But they
iot alongside the pool in Samaria, a pool
were wrecked at Ezion Geber, so the ships
where the prostitutes bathed. And dogs
never sailed. 49 Before the ships were
came and licked the king’s blood, just like
wrecked, Ahab’s son Ahaziah suggested to
Yahweh had predicted would happen.
Jehoshaphat, “Allow my sailors to go with
39
The account of the other things that hap- your sailors,” but Jehoshaphat refused.
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50

When Jehoshaphat died, his body was
buried where his ancestors were buried
in Jerusalem, the city where King David
had ruled. Then Jehoshaphat’s son Jehoram became king.
51

Before King Jehoshaphat died, when he
had been ruling in Judah for seventeen
years, Ahab’s son Ahaziah began to rule in
Israel. Ahaziah ruled in Samaria for two
years. 52 He did many things that Yahweh
said were evil, doing the evil things that
his father and mother had done and the
evil things that Jeroboam had done—the
king who had induced all the Israelite people to sin by worshiping idols. 53 Ahaziah
bowed in front of Baal’s idol and worshiped it. That caused Yahweh, the God
who is the true God of the Israelite people
as well as all the world, to become very
angry, just as Ahaziah’s father had caused
Yahweh to become angry.
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9

Then the king sent an oﬃcer with ﬁfty
soldiers to seize Elijah. They found Elijah sitting on the top of a hill. The oﬃcer
called out to him, “Prophet, the king commands that you come down here!”

Chapter 1
1

After King Ahab died, the country of
2
Moab rebelled against Israel.
One
day, Ahaziah, the new king of Israel, fell
through the wooden slats in his upstairs
room and was injured. So he sent for his
messengers and commanded them, “Go
and ask of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron,
whether or not I will recover from this injury.”
3

But the angel from Yahweh said to Elijah, the prophet from the city of Tishbe,
”The king of Samaria is sending some messengers to Ekron. Go and meet them and
say to them, ‘Is it because there is no God
in Israel that you wish to ask Baal-Zebub
whether you will recover?’ 4 Yahweh says
that you should tell King Ahaziah that he
will not recover from his being injured; he
will surely die.”
5

So Elijah went to meet the messengers
and told that to them, and they returned
to the king instead of going to Ekron. The
king asked them, “Why have you come
back so quickly?”
6

10

But Elijah replied to the oﬃcer, “I am
a prophet, so I command that ﬁre come
down from the sky and burn up you and
your ﬁfty soldiers!” Immediately, ﬁre
came down from the sky and completely
burned up the oﬃcer and his ﬁfty soldiers.
11

When the king found out about that, he
sent another oﬃcer with ﬁfty more soldiers. They went to where Elijah was, and
the oﬃcer called out to him, “Prophet, the
king commands that you come down immediately!”
12

But Elijah replied, “I am a prophet, so
I command that ﬁre come down from the
sky and kill you and your soldiers!” Then
a ﬁre from God came down from the sky
and killed that oﬃcer and his soldiers.
13

When the king heard about that, he sent
still another oﬃcer with ﬁfty more soldiers. They went to where Elijah was; the
oﬃcer prostrated himself in front of Elijah and said to him, ”Prophet, I plead with
you, be kind to me and my ﬁfty soldiers,
and do not kill us! 14 We know that two
times ﬁre came down from the sky and
killed oﬃcers and the soldiers with them.
So now, please be kind to me!”

They replied, “A man came to meet us
and said to us, ‘Go back to the king who
sent you and tell him that Yahweh says,
“ ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that
you wish to ask Baal-Zebub whether you 15 Then the angel from Yahweh said to Eliwill recover’? Go tell the king that he will jah, “Go down and go with him. Do not be
not recover from being injured; instead, afraid of him.” So Elijah went with them
he will surely die.” ’ ”
to the king.
7
The king said to them, “The man who 16 When Elijah arrived, he said to the king,
came to meet you and told that to you, “This is what Yahweh says: ‘You sent meswhat did he look like?”
sengers to go to Ekron to ask Baal-Zebub,
8

They replied, “He was wearing a cloak
made from camel hair and had a wide
leather belt around his waist.” The king
exclaimed, “That must be Elijah!”

their god, whether you would recover.
You acted as though there is no God in Israel to consult. So you will not recover
from being injured; instead, you are go-
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ing to die!’ ” 17 So Ahaziah died, which
is what Yahweh told Elijah would happen.
Ahaziah’s younger brother Joram became
the new king, at the same time that Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat, had been ruling Judah for almost two years. Ahaziah’s
brother became the king because Ahaziah
had no son to become the king.
18

If you want to know about all the other
things that Ahaziah did, they are written
in Book of the Events of the Kings of Israel.

Chapter 2
1

When Yahweh was about to take the
prophet Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and his fellow prophet Elisha
were traveling south from Gilgal. 2 Elijah
said to Elisha, “Stay here, because Yahweh
has told only me to go to the city of Bethel.”

know that Yahweh is going to take your
master Elijah away from you today?”
He answered again, “Certainly I know
that, but do not talk about it!”
6

Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, because Yahweh has told only me to go to the
Jordan River.”
But again Elisha replied, “As certainly as
Yahweh lives and you live, I will not leave
you!”
So they continued walking together.
7
Fifty men from the association of
prophets who were from Jericho also
went, but they watched from a distance
as Elijah and Elisha stopped at the edge
of the Jordan River. 8 Then Elijah rolled
up his cloak and struck the water with it.
A path opened up for them through the
river, and they walked across as though
they were on dry ground.
9

When they came to the other side, Elijah
said to Elisha, “What do you want me to
But Elisha replied, “Just as certainly as do for you before I am taken away?”
Yahweh lives and you live, I will not leave
Elisha replied, “I want to receive twice as
you!”
much of your power as the other prophets
So they went down together to Bethel. 3 have.”
An association of prophets at Bethel came 10
Elijah replied, “You have asked for
to Elisha and Elijah; they asked Elisha, “Do
you know that Yahweh is going to take something which is diﬃcult for me to
your master Elijah away from you today?” make happen. But if you see me when I
am taken from you, you will get what you
Elisha answered, “Certainly I know that, are requesting. But if you do not see me,
but do not talk about it!” 4 Then Elijah said then you will not get it.”
to Elisha, “Stay here, because Yahweh has 11
As they were walking and talking, sudtold only me to go to Jericho.”
denly a chariot surrounded by ﬁre pulled
But Elisha replied again, “Just as certainly by horses surrounded by ﬁre, appeared.
as Yahweh lives and you live, I will not The chariot driver drove the chariot beleave you!”
tween Elijah and Elisha and separated
them. Then Elijah was taken up to heaven
So they went together to the city of Jeriin a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw it. He cried
cho.
out, “My father! My father! The Israelite
5
As they neared Jericho, another associ- chariots and their drivers have taken my
ation of prophets who were from there master away!” They disappeared into the
came to Elisha and said to him, “Do you sky, and Elisha never saw Elijah again.
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Then Elisha tore his own robe into two
pieces to show that he was deeply sad13
dened.
Elijah’s cloak had fallen off
when he was taken away, so Elisha picked
it up and returned to the bank of the Jordan River. 14 He rolled up the cloak and
struck the water with it, and cried out, “Is
Yahweh, the God of Elijah, here with me,
too?” Then the water separated, and a
path opened up for him, and Elisha went
across.
15

When the association of prophets from
Jericho saw what happened, they exclaimed, “Elisha now has the power that
Elijah had!” They walked over to Elisha
and bowed down in front of him. 16 One
of them said, “Sir, if you permit us, ﬁfty of
our strongest men will go and search for
your master on the other side of the river.
Perhaps the Spirit of Yahweh has left him
on some mountain or in some valley.”
Elisha replied, “No, do not send them.”
17

23

Elisha left Jericho and went up to Bethel.
As he was walking along the road, a group
of young boys from Bethel saw him and
started to make fun of him. They continued shouting, “Go away, you bald-headed
man!” 24 Elisha turned around and reprimanded them in the name of Yahweh. Immediately two female bears came out of
the woods and mauled forty-two of them.
25
Elisha left Bethel and went to Mount
Carmel, and after that he returned to the
city of Samaria.

Chapter 3
1

But they continued to urge him. Finally he was tired of saying “No,” and he
said, “Very well, send them.” So ﬁfty men
searched for three days, but they did not
ﬁnd Elijah. 18 They returned to Jericho,
and Elisha was still there. He said to them,
“I told you that you should not go, because
you would not ﬁnd him!”
19

anymore because of bad water, and the
land will grow fruitful crops.’ ” 22 And the
water became pure, just as Elisha said it
would. Since that time it has always remained pure.

After Jehoshaphat had been ruling Judah
for almost eighteen years, Ahab’s son Joram became the king of Israel. He ruled
in the city of Samaria for twelve years. 2
He did things that Yahweh said were evil,
but he did not do as much evil as his father and mother had done, and he got rid
of the stone pillar for worshiping Baal that
his father had made. 3 But he committed
the sins that King Jeroboam had committed and which induced the Israelite people to sin, and he did not stop committing
the same sins.

Then the leaders of Jericho came to talk
with Elisha. One of them said, “Our master, we have a problem. You can see that
this is a very nice place to live in. But the
water is bad, and as a result, crops will not 4 Mesha, the king of Moab, raised sheep.
Every year he was forced to give 100,000
grow on the land.”
lambs and the wool from 100,000 rams to
20
Elisha said to them, “Put some salt in a
the king of Israel, because his kingdom
new bowl and bring the bowl to me.” So
was controlled by the king of Israel. 5
they brought it to him.
But after King Ahab died, Mesha rebelled
21
Then Elisha went out to the spring from against the king of Israel. 6 So King Joram
which the people in the town got water. left Samaria to call together soldiers from
7
He threw the salt into the spring. Then he across all Israel to go to war.
Then
said, “This is what Yahweh says: ‘I have he sent this message to Jehoshaphat, the
made this water good. No one will die king of Judah: “The king of Moab has re-
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belled against me. So will your army join 14 Elisha replied, ”I serve Yahweh, the commy army and ﬁght against the army of mander of the armies of angels in heaven.
Moab?”
As surely as he lives, if I did not respect Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not
Jehoshaphat replied, “Yes, we will help
even think about doing anything to help
you. We are ready to do whatever you
you. 15 But bring a musician to me.”
want us to. My soldiers and my horses are
So they did that. When the musician
ready to help you.”
played on his harp, the power of Yahweh
8
He asked, “On which road should we
came on Elisha. 16 He said, ”Yahweh says
march to attack them?”
that he will cause this dry streambed to be
Joram replied, “We will go south to full of water. 17 The result will be that your
Jerusalem, where your army will join us. soldiers and your animals that carry supThen we will all go south of the Dead Sea plies and your livestock will have plenty
and then turn north through the wilder- of water to drink. 18 That is not diﬃcult
ness of Edom.”
for Yahweh to do. But He will do more
than that. He will also enable you to de9
So the king of Israel and his army went
feat the army of Moab. 19 You will conwith the kings of Judah and Edom and
quer all their beautiful cities, cities that
their armies. They marched for seven
have high walls around them. You must
days. Then there was no water left for
cut down all their fruit trees, stop water
their soldiers or for their animals that carfrom ﬂowing from their springs, and ruin
ried supplies.
their fertile ﬁelds by covering them with
10
The king of Israel exclaimed, “This is a rocks.”
terrible situation! It seems that Yahweh 20
The next morning, at the time when
will allow the three of us to be captured
they offered the sacriﬁces of grain, they
by the army of Moab!”
were surprised to see water ﬂowing from
11
Jehoshaphat said, “Is there a prophet Edom and covering the ground.
here who can ask Yahweh for us what we 21
When the people of Moab heard that the
should do?”
three kings had come with their armies to
One of Joram’s army oﬃcers said, “Elisha ﬁght against them, all the men who were
son of Shaphat, is here. He was Elijah’s as- able to ﬁght in battles, from the youngest
men to the oldest ones, were summoned,
sistant.”
and they took their positions at the south12
Jehoshaphat said, “It will be good to ask
ern border of their land. 22 But when they
him, because he speaks what Yahweh tells
rose early the next morning, they saw that
him to say.”
the water across from them appeared to
So those three kings went to Elisha. 13 El- be as red as blood. 23 They exclaimed, “It is
isha said to the king of Israel, “Why do you blood! The three enemy armies must have
come to me ? Go and ask those prophets fought and killed each other! So let us go
that your father and mother consulted!” and take everything that they have left!”
But Joram replied, “No, we want you to
ask Yahweh, because it seems that Yahweh has brought us three kings together
in order to allow the army of Moab to capture us.”

24

But when they reached the area where
the Israelite soldiers had set up their tents,
the Israelites attacked the soldiers from
Moab and forced them to retreat. The Israelite soldiers pursued the soldiers from

487

2 KINGS
Moab and killed many of them. 25 The Israelites also destroyed their cities. Whenever they passed fertile ﬁelds, they threw
rocks on those ﬁelds until the ﬁelds were
covered with rocks. They stopped water
from ﬂowing from the springs and cut
down the fruit trees. Finally, only the
capital city, Kir Hareseth, remained. The
Israelite soldiers who threw stones with
slings surrounded the city and attacked
26
When the king of Moab realized
it.
that his army was being defeated, he took
with him seven hundred men who fought
with swords, and they tried to force a way
through the Israelite lines of soldiers to escape to get help from the king of Edom,
whom they hoped would join them, but
they were unable to escape. 27 Then the
king of Moab took his oldest son, who
would have become the next king, and
killed him and offered him as a sacriﬁce
to their god Chemosh, burning him on top
of the city wall. Then God became very angry at the Israelite army, so the army left
and went back to their own land.

Chapter 4
1

you can. 4 Then take the jars into your
house with your sons. Shut the door. Then
pour olive oil from your container into the
other jars. When each jar is full, set it
aside and ﬁll another jar. Keep doing that
until all the jars are full.”
5

So she did what Elisha told her to do.
Her sons kept bringing jars to her, and she
kept ﬁlling them. 6 Soon all the jars were
full. So she said to one of her sons, “Bring
me another jar!” But he replied, “There
are no more jars!” Right then the olive oil
stopped ﬂowing.
7

When she told Elisha what had happened, he said to her, “Now sell the oil.
And with the money you get, pay what
you owe, and there will be enough extra
money to keep buying food for yourself
and your sons.” So she did that.
8

One day Elisha went to the city of
Shunem. There was a wealthy woman
who lived there with her husband. One
day she invited Elisha to her house for a
meal. Elisha went there, and from then on
every time Elisha was in Shunem he went
to their house to eat a meal. 9 One day the
woman said to her husband, ”I am sure
that this man who often comes here is a
prophet who brings messages from God.
10
I think we should make a small room for
him on our ﬂat roof, and put a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp in it. If we do that,
whenever he comes here, he will have a
place to stay.” So they did that.

One day the widow of one of Yahweh’s
prophets came to Elisha and cried out to
him, “My husband, who worked with you,
is dead. You know that he revered Yahweh very much. But now someone to
whom he owed a lot of money has come to
me. I cannot pay him back, so he is threat- 11 One day Elisha returned to Shunem,
ening to take away my two sons to be his and he went up to that room to rest. 12
slaves as payment!”
He said to his servant Gehazi, “Tell the
2
woman
that I want to speak to her.” So
Elisha replied, “What can I do to help
you? Tell me, what do you have in your the servant went and told her. When she
came to the doorway of Elisha’s room, 13
house?”
Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tell her that we are
She replied, “We have only a container of both grateful for all the kind things that
olive oil. We have nothing else.”
she has done for us. Then ask her what
3
Elisha said, ”Go to your neighbors and we can do for her. Ask, ‘Do you want me
borrow from them as many empty jars as to go to the king or the army commander
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to request something for you?’ ”

“Why do you want to go today? This is
Gehazi gave her this message. She replied, not the day when we celebrate the festival
“No, your master does not need to do that, of the new moon, and it is not a Sabbath
because my family are able to give me day!”
what I need.”
But she only replied, “Just do what I re14
Later, Elisha asked Gehazi, “What quested and everything will be all right.”
do you think that we can do for that 24 So she saddled the donkey and said to
woman?”
her servant, “Lead the donkey! Do not
down for me unless I tell you to do
He replied, “Well, she has no son, and her slow 25
so!”
As they approached Mount Carmel,
husband is an old man.”
where Elisha was, Elisha saw her in the
15
Elisha told Gehazi, “Call her back again.” distance. He said to Gehazi, ”Look, the
So Gehazi went and called her. And when woman from Shunem is coming! 26 Run to
the woman returned, as she stood in the her, and ask her if everything is all right
doorway, 16 Elisha said to her, “About this with her and her husband and with her
time next year you will be holding your in- child!”
fant son in your arms.” But she protested,
“Oh, Sir, you are a prophet who brings So Gehazi ran to her and asked her, but
messages from God, so please do not de- she said nothing to Gehazi except, “Yes, everything is ﬁne.”
ceive me by saying things like that!”

27
But when she came to where Elisha was,
But a few months later, the woman became pregnant, and she gave birth to a she prostrated herself on the ground in
son at that time the following year, just front of Elisha and took hold of his feet.
Gehazi started to push her away, but Ellike Elisha had predicted.
isha said, “Do not push her away! Some18
When the child was growing up, one day thing is troubling her very much, but Yahhe went out to the ﬁelds to see his father, weh has not told me what it is.”
who was working with the men who were
28
Then she said to Elisha, “O sir, I did not
harvesting grain. 19 Suddenly the boy exclaimed, “My head hurts! My head hurts!” request you to enable me to give birth to
a son, but I did say, ‘Do not lie to me.’ ”
His father said to one of the servants,
“Carry him home to his mother!” 20 So the 29 Then Elisha realized that something
servant carried him home, and his mother must have happened to her son. So he
held him on her lap. But at noontime the said to Gehazi, “Get ready to leave immeboy died. 21 She carried him up the steps diately. Take my staff stick and go to her
to the prophet’s room and laid him on the home. Do not stop to talk to anyone on
bed. She left him there and went out and the way. Go quickly to where her son is
and lay the staff on the child’s face. If you
shut the door.
do that, perhaps Yahweh will cause him to
22
She then called out to her husband, saylive again.”
ing, “Send to me one of the servants and
a donkey so that I can ride on it quickly 30 But the boy’s mother said, “Just as certo the prophet, and then come back!” But tain as Yahweh lives and you live, I will
she did not tell her husband that their son not go home if you do not go with me.” So
Elisha returned with her to her home.
had died.
17

23

Her husband called out to her and said,

31

489

But Gehazi hurried quickly ahead.

2 KINGS
When he got to the woman’s home, he laid So they would not eat it. 41 Elisha said,
the staff on the child’s face, but the child “Bring me some ﬂour.” They brought him
did not move or say anything.
some, and he threw it in the pot and he
said, “It is all right now. You can eat it.”
So Gehazi returned to meet Elisha along And they ate it, and it did not harm them.
the road, and told him, “The child is still
42
One day a man from the city of Baal Shaldead.” 32 When Elisha reached the house,
he saw that the boy was lying dead on ishah brought to Elisha a sack of freshly
his bed. 33 Elisha went into the room cut grain and twenty loaves of barley
by himself and shut the door and prayed bread, made from the ﬁrst grain that they
to Yahweh. 34 Then he lay down on the had harvested that year.
boy’s body, and put his mouth on the boy’s
mouth, and put his eyes on the boy’s eyes,
and put his hands on the boy’s hands.
Then the boy’s body started to become
warm! 35 Elisha got up and walked back
and forth in the room several times. Then
he stretched his body on the boy’s body
again. The boy sneezed seven times and
opened his eyes!
36

Then Elisha summoned Gehazi. He said,
“Call the boy’s mother.” So Gehazi went
and called her, and when she came in, Elisha said, “Here, take your son.” 37 She
gratefully prostrated herself at Elisha’s
feet. Then she picked up her son and carried him downstairs.
38

Then Elisha returned to Gilgal. But at
that time there was a famine in that area.
One day as the association of prophets
was sitting in front of Elisha listening to
what he was teaching, he said to his servant, “Put a large pot on the ﬁre and make
some stew for these men.”
39

One of the prophets went out to the
ﬁelds to gather some vegetables. But he
gathered only some wild gourds and put
them in his cloak and brought them back.
He shredded them and put them in the
pot, but he did not know that the gourds
were poisonous. 40 He served the stew to
the prophets, but after the men had eaten
only a couple bites, they cried out, “Our
master, there is something in the pot that
will kill us!”

Elisha said to his servant, “Give it to the
group of prophets, so that they can eat
it.” 43 But his servant exclaimed, “Do you
think that we can feed a hundred of us
prophets with only that much? How can
I place this before them all?”
But Elisha replied, “Give it to the prophets
so that they can eat it, because Yahweh
says that there will be plenty for all of
them, and there will be some left over!” 44
After his servant gave it to the prophets,
they ate all that they wanted, and there
was food left over, just as Yahweh had
promised.

Chapter 5
1

A man named Naaman was the commander of the army of Aram. Yahweh had enabled him to win many victories, and the
king of Aram admired and honored him.
Naaman was also a strong and brave soldier, but he had leprosy.
2

Some time previously, groups of soldiers
had invaded the land of Israel, and they
had captured a young girl and taken her
to Aram. She became a servant for Naaman’s wife. 3 One day, that girl said to her,
“I wish that my master would go to see
the prophet in the city of Samaria. That
prophet would heal your husband from
his leprosy.”
4
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the girl from Israel had said, and Naaman
told that to the king. 5-6 The king said to
him, “Very well, go and see the prophet.
I will write a letter for you to take to the
king of Israel, saying that I sent you.” The
king wrote in the letter, “I am sending
this letter with my army commander Naaman, who serves me faithfully. I want you
to heal him of his disease.” So Naaman,
assuming that the king of Israel was the
prophet, took the letter and 330 kilograms
of silver, 66 kilograms of gold, and ten sets
of clothing, to give to the king of Israel,
and he went to Samaria, taking along several servants.
7

When he arrived in Samaria, he gave the
letter to the king of Israel. The king read
the letter. Then, being very dismayed, the
king tore his clothes and said, “I am not
God! I am not able to cause people to live
or to die! Why does the one who wrote
this letter request me to cure this man of
his leprosy? I do not have power to cure
leprosy. The king of Aram is merely looking for an excuse to attack us!”

into my rivers at home and be healed and
cleansed?” So he turned and walked away
in great disgust.
13

But his servants came to him, and one
of them said, “Sir, if that prophet had
told you to do something diﬃcult, you
would certainly have done it. So why do
you refuse to do such a simple thing he
asks, when he says, ”Go down seven times
in the water and be clean?’” 14 So Naaman went down to the Jordan River and
went into the water seven times, as the
prophet had instructed, and his skin became healthy, like the smooth skin of a
young child.
15

Then Naaman and those who were with
him went back to talk to Elisha. They
stood in front of him, and Naaman said,
“Now I know that there are no real gods
anywhere else in the world, but there is
the true God here in Israel! So now please
accept these gifts that I have brought to
you!”
16

But Elisha replied, “Just as certainly as
Yahweh,
the one whom I serve, lives, I will
8
The prophet Elisha heard why the king of
not accept any gifts.” Naaman kept urging
Israel had torn his robe, so he sent a meshim to accept the gifts, but Elisha kept resage to the king, saying, “Why are you upfusing.
set? Send Naaman to me, and he will ﬁnd
out that I am a true prophet in Israel.” 9 17 Then Naaman said, ”Very well, but I
So Naaman went with his horses and char- have one request. This soil here in Israel
iots to Elisha’s house and waited outside is Yahweh’s soil, so please allow me to take
the door. 10 But Elisha did not come to the some soil from this place and put it in
door. Instead, he sent a messenger to Naa- sacks on two mules. Then I will take it
man to tell him, “Go to the Jordan River back home with me and make an altar on
and go down seven times into the water. this soil. From now on, I will offer sacriThen your skin will be well, and you will ﬁces to Yahweh on that altar. I will not
no longer have leprosy.”
offer sacriﬁces to any other god. 18 However, when my master, the king, goes into
11
But Naaman became very angry. He
the temple of the god Rimmon to worship
said, ”I thought that surely he would wave
him, I ask that Yahweh will forgive me behis hand over the leprosy, and pray to Yahcause I will have to bow down, too.”
weh, and heal me! 12 Surely the Abana
River and the Pharpar River in Damascus 19 Elisha replied, “Go home, and do not
in my own country of Aram have better worry about that.” So Naaman and his serwater than any in Israel! Can I not go vants started to travel home.
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20

But then Elisha’s servant Gehazi said to snow.
himself, “It is not good that my master has
allowed this Aramean man to leave like
this. He should have accepted his gifts. So
just as certainly as Yahweh lives, I will go
and catch up with Naaman and get some1
One day the association of prophets said
thing from him.”
to
Elisha, ”Look, this place where we meet
21
So Gehazi hurried to catch up with Naatogether with you is very small. 2 Allow
man. When Naaman saw Gehazi runus to go to the Jordan River and cut down
ning toward him, he stopped the chariot
some trees to make logs to build a new
in which he was riding, jumped out, and
meeting place.” So Elisha said, “Very well,
went to see what Gehazi wanted. He asked
go.”
him, “Is everything all right?”
3
One of them said to Elisha, “Please come
22
Gehazi replied, “Yes, but two young
with us.” So Elisha replied, “Very well, I
prophets from the hill country where the
will go with you.”
descendants of Ephraim live have just arrived. Elisha has sent me to tell you that 4 So they went together. When they
he would like thirty-three kilograms of sil- reached the Jordan River they cut down
ver and two sets of clothing to give to some trees.
them.”
5
But while one of them was cutting down
23
Naaman replied, “Certainly! You can a tree, suddenly the axe head separated
have sixty-six kilograms of silver!” He from the handle and fell into the water.
urged Gehazi to take it. He also gave him He cried out to Elisha, “O, Master, what
two sets of clothing. He tied up the sil- shall I do? The axe is not mine. I borver in two bags and gave them to two of rowed it!”
his servants to carry back to Elisha. 24 6
Elisha replied, “Where did it fall into the
But when they arrived at the hill where Elwater?” After the man showed him the
isha lived, Gehazi took the silver and the
place, Elisha cut off a stick, threw it into
clothes from Naaman’s servants and sent
the water, and the axe head rose to the wathe servants back to Naaman. Then he
ter surface. 7 Elisha said, “Take it out of
took those things into his house and hid
the water.” So the man reached his hand
them. 25 When he went to Elisha, Elisha
down and picked up the axe head.
asked him, “Where did you go, Gehazi?”
8
Whenever the king of Aram prepared to
Gehazi replied, “I did not go anywhere.”
send his army to ﬁght against Israel, he
26
Elisha asked him, ”Do you not realize
ﬁrst consulted his oﬃcers, and then told
that my spirit was there when Naaman
them where they should set up their tents.
got out of his chariot to talk with you? This
is certainly not the time to accept gifts of 9 But each time Elisha would send a mesmoney and clothes and olive groves and sage to warn the king of Israel, telling him
vineyards and sheep and oxen and ser- where the army of Aram was planning to
vants! 27 Because you have done this, you attack them, saying, “Be sure that your
and your children and all your descen- army does not go near that place, because
dants, forever, will have leprosy just like the army of Aram has set up their tents
10
So the king of Israel would
Naaman had!” When Gehazi left the room, there.”
he was a leper. His skin was as white as send messengers to warn the people who
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lived in that place, and the people would blind!” Yahweh answered his prayer and
remain on guard. That happened several caused them to be unable to see clearly.
times.
19
Then Elisha went to them and said, “You
11
The king of Aram was very upset about are not on the right road. This is not the
this, so he summoned his army oﬃcers city that you are searching for. I will take
and said to them, “One of you is revealing you to the man whom you are searching
our plans to the king of Israel. Which one for.” But he led them to the city Samaria,
the capital of Israel.
of you is doing it?”
20
12
As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha
One of his oﬃcers answered, “Your
Majesty, it is not one of us. Elisha the prayed again, saying, “Yahweh, now enprophet knows what we plan to do, and able these soldiers to see correctly again!”
he tells the king of Israel everything. He So Yahweh enabled them to see correctly,
even knows what you say in your own and they were surprised to see that they
were inside Samaria.
bedroom!”
13

The king of Aram replied, “Go and ﬁnd
out where he is, and I will send some men
there to capture him.” Someone told him,
“People say that he is in the city of Dothan,
14
So the king sent
north of Samaria.”
a large group of soldiers to Dothan with
horses and chariots. They arrived at night
and surrounded the city.
15

Early the next morning, Elisha’s servant
got up and went outside the house. He
saw the soldiers of Aram with their horses
and chariots surrounding the town. So he
went inside the house and reported it to
Elisha and exclaimed, “Oh, sir! What are
we going to do?”
16

21

When the king of Israel saw them, he
said to Elisha, “Sir, shall I tell my soldiers
to kill them? Shall we kill all of them?”
22

Elisha replied, “No, you must not kill
them. If your army captured many of
your enemies in a battle, you would certainly not kill them. Give these men something to eat and drink, and then allow
them to return to their king.” 23 So the
king of Israel did that. He told his servants
to provide a big feast for them. And when
they had eaten and drunk plenty, he sent
them away. They returned to the king of
Aram and told him what had happened.
So for a while after that, soldiers from
Aram stopped raiding towns in Israel.

Elisha replied, “Do not be afraid! Those 24 But some time later, Ben Hadad the king
who are helping us are many more than of Aram , assembled his entire army, and
those who are helping them!”
they went to Samaria and surrounded the
25
17
Then he prayed, “Yahweh, I request that city for a long time. Because of that, afyou open my servant’s eyes in order that ter a while there was hardly any food left
he can see what is out there!” So Yah- inside the city, so that eventually a donweh enabled the servant to look out and key’s head, which was usually worthless,
see that surrounding the hill on which cost eighty pieces of silver, and one cup of
the town was built was a huge number dove’s dung cost ﬁve pieces of silver.
of horses and chariots; they seemed to be 26 One day when the king of Israel was
made of ﬁre!
walking on top of the city wall, a woman
18
When the army of Aram prepared to at- cried out to him, “Your Majesty, help me!”
tack Elisha, he prayed again, saying, “Yah- 27 He replied, ”If Yahweh will not help
weh, cause all these soldiers to become you, I certainly cannot. I do not have
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any wheat or wine! 28 What is your problem?” She replied, ”Several days ago, that
women over there said to me, ‘Because we
have nothing left to eat, let us kill your son
today, in order that we can eat his ﬂesh.
Then tomorrow we can kill my son and eat
his ﬂesh.’
29

So we killed my son and cut his body up
and boiled his ﬂesh and ate it. The next
day, I said to her, ‘Now give your son to
me, in order that we can kill him and cook
his ﬂesh and eat it.’ But she has hidden her
son.”

time tomorrow, at the marketplace here
in Samaria, you will be able to buy seven
liters of the best ﬂour for one piece of silver, and fourteen liters of barley for one
piece of silver.’ ”
2

The oﬃcer accompanying the king said
to Elijah, “That cannot happen! Even if
Yahweh himself would open the windows
of the sky and send grain down to us,
that certainly could not happen!” Elisha
replied, “Because you said that, you will
see it happen, but you will not be able to
eat any of the food!”
3

That day there were four men who had
leprosy who were sitting outside the gate
of the city of Samaria. They said to each
other, ”Why should we wait here until we
die? 4 If we go into the city, we will die
there, because there is no food there. If we
remain sitting here, we will die here. So
let us go to where the army of Aram has
set up their tents. If they kill us, we will
die. But if they allow us to remain alive,
we will not die.” 5 So when it was getting
dark, those four men went to the camp
32
So the king sent an oﬃcer to get Elisha.
where the army of Aram had set up their
Before the oﬃcer arrived, Elisha was sit- tents. But when they reached the camp,
ting in his house with some Israelite el- they saw that there was no one there.
ders who were talking with him. Elisha 6 What had happened was that Yahweh
said to them, “That murderer, the king of had caused the army of Aram to hear
Israel, is sending someone here to kill me. something that sounded like a large army
Listen. When he arrives, shut the door marching with chariots and horses. So the
and do not allow him to come in, because soldiers said to each other, “Listen! The
the king will be coming right behind that king of Israel has hired the kings of Egypt
oﬃcer!” 33 And while he was still speak- and the Hittites and their armies, and they
ing, the king and the oﬃcer arrived. The have come to attack us!”
7
So they all
king said, “It is Yahweh who is allowing ran away that evening at sundown and
us to have all this trouble. I will no longer left their tents and their horses and donwait for him to help us.”
keys there, because they were afraid that
30

When the king heard what the woman
said, he tore his robe to show that he was
very upset. The people who were standing
close to the wall were able to see that the
king was wearing rough cloth underneath
his robe because he was very upset. 31
The king exclaimed, “I wish that God will
strike me dead if I do not cut off the head
of Elisha today, because he is the one who
has caused these terrible things to happen
to us!”

they would die if they stayed there.
8

When those four men with leprosy came
to the edge of the area where the soldiers of Aram had set up their tents, they
1
Elisha replied to the king, “Listen to went into one tent and saw all the things
what Yahweh says: ‘He says that by this that had been left there. So they ate and

Chapter 7

494

2 KINGS
drank what was there, and they took the
silver and the gold and clothes. Then they
went outside the tent and hid those things.
Then they entered another tent and took
things from there, and then went outside
and hid them, also.
9

But then they said to each other, “We
are not doing what is right. We have good
news to tell others today. If we do not
tell it to anyone now, and if we wait until
morning to tell it, the people will certainly
punish us. So let us go right now to the
palace and tell it to the king’s oﬃcials!”

thrown away while they were running
away. So the men returned to the king
and reported what they had seen. 16 Then
many of the people of Samaria also went
out of the city and went to where the army
of Aram had set up their tents. They entered all the tents and took everything. So
there was now plenty of everything! As a
result people could buy seven liters of the
best ﬂour for one piece of silver, and fourteen liters of barley for one piece of silver,
which was what Yahweh had said would
happen!
17

The king of Israel had ordered his assistant, the one who had spoken with Elisha, to supervise what was happening at
the city gate. But as he was standing at
the gate, all the people who were rushing outside the city trampled on him, and
he died, which was what Elisha had said
would happen to him. 18 Elisha had told
him that by the next day there would be
plenty of food, with the result that anyone
12
It was in the night that the king heard could buy fourteen liters of barley for one
this news. He got up out of his bed and piece of silver, and seven liters of the best
said to his oﬃcials, “I will tell you what ﬂour for one piece of silver.
the army of Aram is planning to do. They 19 That oﬃcer had answered, “That cerknow that we have no food here, so they tainly cannot happen! Even if Yahweh
have left their tents and are hiding in the himself would open the sky and send
ﬁelds. They think that we will leave the down some grain, that could not happen.”
city to ﬁnd some food, and then they will And Elisha had replied, “Because you said
capture us and capture the city.”
that, you will see it happen, but you will
10

So they went to the guards at the city
gates and called out to them, “We went to
where the army of Aram had set up their
tents, but we did not see or hear anyone
there. Their horses and donkeys were still
tied up, but their tents were all deserted!”
11
The guards shouted the news, and some
people who heard it went to the palace
and reported it there.

13

But one of his oﬃcials said, “Many
of our people have already died from
hunger. If those of us who are still alive all
stay here, we also will die anyway. So let
us send some men with ﬁve of our horses
that are still alive to go and see what has
really happened.”
14

So they chose some men and told them
to go in two chariots and ﬁnd out what
had happened to the army of Aram. 15
They went as far as the Jordan River. All
along the road they saw clothes and equipment that the soldiers from Aram had

not be able to eat any of the food!” 20 And
that is what happened to him. The people
who were rushing out of the city gate trampled on him, and he died.

Chapter 8
1

After Elisha had caused the son of the
woman from the city of Shunem to become alive again, he had told her that
she should leave with her family and live
somewhere else for a while, because Yah-
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weh was going to send a famine in the
land. He said that the famine would last
for seven years. 2 So the woman had done
what Elisha told her to do. She and her
family had gone to live in the region of
Philistia for seven years.
3

him, he said to him, “Your friend Ben
Hadad, the king of Aram, sent me to ask
you whether you think he will recover
from his illness.”
10

Elisha said to Hazael, “Go and say to
him, ‘Yes, you will certainly not die from
this illness,’ but Yahweh has shown me
that he will certainly die before he recovers.” 11 Then Elisha stared at him and had
a terriﬁed look on his face. That caused
Hazael to feel uneasy. Then suddenly Elisha started to cry.

After the seven years were ended, they
returned to their home. The woman went
to the king to request that her house and
her land be given back to her. 4 When
she arrived, the king was talking with Gehazi, Elisha’s servant. The king was saying
to him, “Tell me all the great things that
5
Elisha has done.”
While Gehazi was
telling the king that Elisha had caused the
son of a woman from Shunem to become
alive again, that woman came in and requested the king to enable her to get her
house and land back again. Gehazi exclaimed, “Your Majesty, this is the woman
whose son Elisha caused to become alive
again!”

Elisha replied, “Because Yahweh has enabled me to know the terrible things that
you will do to the people of Israel. Your soldiers will burn their cities that now have
walls around them, kill their ﬁne young
men in battle, crush the heads of their children, and rip open the bellies of their pregnant women with swords.”

6

13

When the king asked her about it, she
told him that what Gehazi had said was
true. The king summoned one of his ofﬁcials and said to him, “Make sure that
this woman gets back everything that she
owned in the past, including the value of
all the crops that have been harvested during these last seven years while she was
away from her land.” So the oﬃcial did
that.
7

Elisha went to Damascus, the capital
of Aram, at the time when Ben Hadad,
the king of Aram, was very sick. When
someone told the king that Elisha was in
Damascus, 8 the king told one of his oﬃcials named Hazael, “Go and talk to that
prophet and take a present with you to
give to him. Request him to ask Yahweh
if I will recover from my illness.”
9

So Hazael went to talk with Elisha. He
took with him forty camels that were carrying many kinds of goods that were produced in Damascus. When Hazael met

12

Hazael said, “Sir, why are you crying?”

Hazael replied, “I am as powerless as a
dog. How could I do such terrible things?”
Elisha replied, “Yahweh has also revealed
to me that you will become the king of
Aram.”
14

Then Hazael left and returned to his
master the king, who asked him, “What
did Elisha say?”
He replied, “He told me that you would
certainly recover.” 15 But the next day,
while the king was sleeping, Hazael took
a blanket and soaked it in water. Then he
spread it on the king’s face in order that
he could not breathe, and he died. Then
Hazael became the king of Aram instead
of Ben Hadad.
16

After King Joram son of Ahab, had been
ruling in Israel for almost ﬁve years, Jehoshaphat’s son Jehoram became the king
of Judah. 17 He was thirty-two years old
when he became the king, and he ruled
in Jerusalem for eight years. 18 His wife
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was the daughter of King Ahab. Like everyone in Ahab’s family, he continually
did the evil things that the previous kings
of Israel had done. He did many things
that Yahweh said were evil. 19 But Yahweh did not want to get rid of the people of
Judah, because of what he had promised
David, who served him very well. He
had promised David that his descendants
would always rule Judah.

weh said were evil.
28

Ahaziah’s army joined the army of King
Joram of Israel to ﬁght against the army of
King Hazael of Aram. Their armies started
ﬁghting at the city of Ramoth in the region of Gilead, and the soldiers of Aram
wounded Joram. 29 King Joram returned
to the city of Jezreel in order to recover
from his wounds. King Ahaziah went to
visit him there.

20

During the time that Jehoram ruled, the
king of Edom rebelled against Judah, and
they appointed their own king. 21 So Jehoram went with his army and all their
chariots to the city of Zair near the border of Edom. There the army of Edom surrounded them. But during the night, Jehoram and the commanders in their chariots
were able to get through the enemy lines
and escaped. And all his soldiers also ﬂed
22
So after that, Edom
to their homes.
was no longer controlled by Judah, and it
is still like that. During that same time,
the people of the city of Libnah also freed
themselves from being controlled by Judah.

Chapter 9
1

Meanwhile, the prophet Elisha summoned one of the other prophets. He said
to him, ”Get ready and go to the city of
Ramoth in the region of Gilead. Take this
jar of olive oil with you. 2 When you arrive
there, search for a man named Jehu son of
Jehoshaphat and grandson of Nimshi. Go
with him into a room away from his companions, 3 and pour some of this oil on his
head. Then say to him, ‘Yahweh declares
that he is appointing you to be the king of
Israel.’ Then open the door and run away
23
If you want to read about the other as quickly as you can.”
things that Jehoram did, they are written 4 So the young prophet went to Ramoth.
in Book of the Events of the Kings of Judah. 5 When he arrived, he saw that the com24
Jehoram died and was buried where manders of the army were having a conthe other kings of Judah had been buried ference. He looked at Jehu and said, “Sir,
in the part of Jerusalem called the city of I have a message for one of you.”
David. Then Jehoram’s son Ahaziah beJehu replied, “Which one of us is the mescame the king.
sage for?”
25
After Ahab’s son Joram has been rulThe young prophet replied, “It is for you,
ing in Israel for almost twelve years, Jecommander.”
horam’s son Ahaziah became the king of
Judah. 26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years 6 So Jehu got up and went with the young
old when he started to rule. He ruled in prophet into a house. There the young
Jerusalem for only one year. His mother’s prophet poured some olive oil on Jehu’s
name was Athaliah, the daughter of King head and said to him, ”Yahweh, the God
Ahab and the granddaughter of King Omri whom we Israelites worship, declares this:
of Israel. 27 King Ahaziah conducted his ’I am appointing you to be the king of my
life just like the members of Ahab’s family Israelite people. 7 You must kill your mashad done. He did many things that Yah- ter King Joram son of Ahab, because I will
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punish Ahab’s wife Jezebel for murdering
many of my prophets and other people
who served me. 8 You must kill not only Joram but all of Ahab’s family. I want to get
rid of every male in the family, including
young ones and old ones. 9 I will get rid
of Ahab’s family, like I got rid of the families of two other kings of Israel, Jeroboam
and Baasha. 10 And when Jezebel dies, her
corpse will not be buried. Dogs will eat
her corpse there in the city of Jezreel.’”
After the young prophet said this, he left
the room and ran. 11 When Jehu came
out of the room to where his other commanders were, they said to him, “Is everything all right? Why did that mad fellow
come to you?”

17

A guard was standing in the watchtower
in Jezreel. He saw Jehu and his men approaching. He called out, “I see a lot of
men who are approaching!” King Joram
heard what the watchman said, so he said
to his soldiers, “Send someone on a horse
to go and ﬁnd out if they are coming peacefully or in order to attack us.”
18

So a man riding a horse rode out to meet
Jehu and said to him, “The king wants to
know if you are coming peacefully.”
Jehu replied, “This is not the time for
you to be concerned about peace! Turn
around and come behind me!”

So the guard in the watchtower reported
that the messenger had reached the group
that was approaching, but he was not reHe replied, “You know what kinds of
turning alone.
things young prophets like him say.”
19
So King Joram sent another messenger
12
They said, “You are lying. Tell us what
who asked Jehu the same question. Again
he said!”
Jehu replied, “This is not the time for
He replied, “He told me several things, you to be concerned about peace! Turn
and then he told me that Yahweh said, ‘I around and follow me!”
am appointing you to be the king of Is- 20
Then the watchman reported again,
rael.’ ”
“That messenger also reached them, but
13
Then they all spread their cloaks on the he is not coming back alone. And the
steps of the building for Jehu to walk out leader of the group must be Jehu son of
on, and they blew trumpets and shouted, Nimshi, because he is driving his chariot
“Jehu is now the king!”
furiously, as Jehu does!”
14-15

King Joram and his army had been defending Ramoth against the attacks by the
army of the king of Aram. King Joram had
returned to the city of Jezreel, to recover
from being wounded in the battle against
the army of Hazael, the king of Aram. And
Jehu made plans to kill Joram. He said to
his other commanders, “If you really want
to help me, then make sure that no one
leaves this city to go to warn the people of
Jezreel about what I am planning to do.”
16
Then Jehu and his oﬃcers got into their
chariots and rode to Jezreel, where Joram
was still recovering. And King Ahaziah of
Judah was there, visiting Joram.

21

Joram said to his soldiers, “Get my chariot ready.” So they did that. Then King Joram and King Ahaziah both rode toward
Jehu, each one in his own chariot. And it
happened that they met Jehu at the ﬁeld
that had previously belonged to Naboth!
22
When Joram met Jehu, he said to him,
“Are you coming to act peacefully toward
me?”
Jehu replied, “How can there be peace
while you and your people are bowing
down to idols and practicing very much
witchcraft like your mother Jezebel did?”
23
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ceived us! They want to kill us!” So Jo- like him! I think you are certainly not
ram turned his chariot around and tried coming to act peacefully toward me!”
to ﬂee.
32
Jehu looked up toward the window, and
24
then
he said, “Who is on my side? AnyBut Jehu drew his bow with strength
and shot an arrow that pierced Joram be- one?” Two or three palace oﬃcials looked
tween his shoulder blades. The arrow down at him from a window. 33 Jehu said
went through Joram’s body and pierced Jo- to them, “Throw her down here!”
ram’s heart, and he slumped down dead in So they threw her down and Jehu ordered
his chariot. 25 Then Jehu said to his assis- that his men drive their chariots and
tant Bidkar, ”Take his corpse and throw it horses over her body, and that is how she
here into the ﬁeld that belonged to Naboth. was killed. Some of her blood splattered
I am sure that you remember that when on the city wall and on the horses that
you and I were riding together in chari- were pulling the chariots. 34 Then Jehu
ots behind King Joram’s father Ahab that went into the palace and ate and drank.
Yahweh said this about Ahab, 26 ‘Yesterday Then he said to some of his men, “Take
I saw Ahab murder Naboth and his sons the corpse of that women whom Yahweh
here. And I solemnly promise that I will has cursed and bury it, because she is a
punish him right here in this same ﬁeld!’ king’s daughter and therefore should be
So take Joram’s corpse and throw it into buried properly.” 35 But when they went
that ﬁeld! That will fulﬁll what Yahweh to get her corpse to bury it, all that was
said would happen.”
left was only her skull and the bones of
27

When King Ahaziah saw what happened, he ﬂed in his chariot toward the
city of Beth Haggan. But Jehu pursued
him and said to his other commanders,
“Shoot him, also!” So they shot him with
arrows while he was riding in his chariot on the road up to Gur, near the city of
Ibleam. He continued going in his chariot until he reached the city of Megiddo,
where he died. 28 His oﬃcials took his
corpse back to Jerusalem and buried it in
the tombs in the part of Jerusalem called
the city of David, where his ancestors had
been buried. 29 Ahaziah had become the
king of Judah when Joram had been ruling
Israel for almost eleven years.
30

Then Jehu went to Jezreel. When Ahab’s
widow Jezebel heard what had happened,
she put paint on her eyelids, and combed
her hair to make it beautiful, and looked
out the window of the palace toward the
street below. 31 While Jehu was entering
the city gate, she called out to him, “You
are like Zimri! You are a murderer just

her feet and her hands. Everything else
was gone. 36 When they reported this to
Jehu, he said, ”That is what Yahweh said
would happen! He told his servant Elijah,
’In the city of Jezreel, dogs will eat the ﬂesh
of Jezebel’s corpse. 37 Her bones will be
scattered there in Jezreel like dung, with
the result that no one will be able to recognize them and say, “These are Jezebel’s
bones.”’”

Chapter 10
1

There were seventy descendants of King
Ahab who were living in Samaria. Jehu
wrote a letter and made copies of it and
sent them to the rulers of the city, to the elders, and to those who raised and tutored
Ahab’s children. 2 This is what he wrote:
”You are the ones who are taking care of
the king’s descendants. You have chariots, horses, and weapons, and you live in
cities that have walls around them. So as

499

2 KINGS
soon as you receive this letter, 3 choose
one of the king’s descendants, the one who
is the best qualiﬁed, and appoint him to be
your king. Then prepare to ﬁght to defend
him.”
4

has happened. He has caused to happen
what he told the prophet Elijah would happen.” 11 Then Jehu executed all the other
relatives of Ahab in Jezreel, all Ahab’s oﬃcers, close friends, and his priests. He did
not allow any of them to remain alive.

But when they got those letters and read
them, they became very afraid. They said, 12 Then Jehu left Jezreel and went toward
”King Joram and King Ahaziah could not Samaria. While he was going there, at a
place called Beth Eked, 13 he met some relresist him; how can we resist him?
atives of King Ahaziah of Judah. He asked
5
So the oﬃcer who was in charge of the them, “Who are you?”
palace and the mayor of the city sent a
message to Jehu saying, “We want to serve They replied, “We are relatives of King
you, and we are ready to do whatever you Ahaziah. We are going to Jezreel to visit
tell us to do. We will not appoint anyone the children of Queen Jezebel and the
to become our king. You do whatever you other members of King Joram’s family.”
think is the best.”
14
Jehu said to his men, “Seize them!” So
6

So Jehu sent a second letter to them, writing this: “If you are on my side, and if
you are ready to obey me, kill King Ahab’s
descendants and cut off their heads and
bring their heads to me here in Jezreel at
this time tomorrow.”

they seized them and killed all of them at
the well of Beth Eked. There were fortytwo people whom they killed. They did
not allow any of them to remain alive.
15

Then Jehu continued to travel toward
Samaria. Along the road he was met by
Now the seventy descendants of King Jonadab, a son of Rechab. Jehu greeted
Ahab were being brought up and super- him and said to him, “Are you thinking in
vised by the leaders of the city of Samaria. the same way that I am thinking?”
7
When they received the letter from Jehu, Jonadab replied, “Yes, I am.”
they killed all seventy of Ahab’s descendants and cut off their heads. They put Jehu said, “If you are, join your hand to
their heads in baskets and sent them to mine.” So Jonadab joined hands with him,
Jehu helped him to get into his chariot.
Jehu at Jezreel. 8 A messenger came to and
16
Jehu
said to him, “Come with me, and
Jehu and told him, “They have brought
the heads of Ahab’s descendants.” So Jehu you will see how eager I am to obey Yahcommanded that the heads should be put weh.” So they rode together to Samaria.
in two piles at the city gate and that the 17 When they arrived in Samaria, Jehu
heads should stay there until the next killed all of Ahab’s relatives who were still
morning.
alive. He did not spare any of them. That
was what Yahweh told Elijah would hap9
The next morning he went out to the city
pen.
gate and said to all the people, ”I am the
one who plotted against King Joram and 18 Then Jehu summoned all the people of
killed him. You are not guilty of doing that. Samaria, and said to them, ”King Ahab
But it was Yahweh, not I, who commanded was devoted to your god Baal a little bit,
that all these descendants of Ahab should but I will serve him much more. 19 So
be killed. 10 I want you to know that ev- now summon all the prophets of Baal, all
erything that Yahweh said would happen of Baal’s priests, and all the others who
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worship Baal. I am going to make a great
sacriﬁce to Baal. I want all of them to be
there. Any of them who is not there will be
executed.” But Jehu was planning to trick
them, because he was planning to kill all
those who worshiped Baal.

ried out the sacred pillar of Baal that was
there, and they burned it. 27 So they destroyed that pillar that honored Baal, and
then they burned down the temple, and
made it a latrine. And that is what it is up
to the present time.

20

28

Then Jehu commanded, “Announce that
we are going to set aside a day to honor
Baal.” So they sent out a proclamation
21
Jehu decided what
about that day.
day they would gather and sent messages
throughout Israel telling everyone what
day to gather, and on that day, everyone
who worshiped Baal came. No one stayed
at home. They all went into the huge temple of Baal and ﬁlled it from one end to the
other. 22 Jehu told the priest who took care
of the sacred robes to bring them out and
give them to the people who worshiped
Baal. So the priest did that.
23

Then Jehu went into the temple of Baal
with Jonadab, and he said to the people
who were there to worship Baal, “Be sure
that only those who worship Baal are here.
Be sure that no one who worships Yahweh
has come in.” 24 Then he and Jonadab prepared to offer sacriﬁces and other offerings to Baal that would be burned whole
on the altar that was there in Samaria. But
Jehu had stationed eighty of his men outside the temple, and had said to them, “I
want you to kill all the people who are
in the temple. Anyone who allows one of
them to escape will be executed!”
25

As soon as Jehu and Jonadab had ﬁnished killing the animals that would be
completely burned to be an offering to
Baal, they went outside and said to the
guards and oﬃcers, “Go in and kill all of
them! Do not allow any of them to escape!” So the guards and oﬃcers went
in and killed them all with their swords.
Then they dragged their corpses outside
the temple. Then they went into the inner room of the temple, 26 and they car-

That is how Jehu got rid of the worship
29
But Jehu did not
of Baal in Israel.
stop committing the kinds of sins that Jeroboam had committed, sins that led the
people of Israel to sin by worshiping the
gold statues of calves in the cities of Bethel
and Dan.
30

Then Yahweh said to Jehu, “You have
done what pleased me by getting rid of
all of Ahab’s descendants. So I promise
you that your son and grandson and greatgrandson and great-great-grandson will
all be kings of Israel.” 31 But Jehu did not
obey all the laws of Yahweh, the God of the
Israelite people. He did not stop committing the sins that Jeroboam had committed, sins that induced the Israelite people
to sin.
32

At that time, Yahweh began to cause the
territory controlled by Israel to become
smaller. The army of King Hazael of Aram
conquered much of the Israelite territory.
33
He conquered the parts east of the Jordan River, as far south as the city of Aroer
on the Arnon River. That included the
regions of Gilead and Bashan, where the
tribes of Gad, Reuben, and half of the tribe
of Manasseh lived.
34

If you want to read more about all the
other things that Jehu did, they are written in Book of the Events of the Kings of
Israel.
35

Jehu died, and was buried in Samaria.
His son Jehoahaz became the king in
place of his father. 36 Jehu had ruled in
Samaria as the king of Israel for twentyeight years.
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Chapter 11

manders of the guards the spears and
shields that had belonged to King David,
11
that were kept in the temple.
Then
1
When King Ahaziah’s mother Athaliah he commanded all the guards to stand in
saw that her son had been killed, she com- their positions, each one with his sword in
manded that all the members of Ahaziah’s his hand, all around the king.
family who might become king must be
12
Then he brought Joash out. He put
executed. 2 So Ahaziah’s sons were all
about to be murdered. But Jehosheba, the crown on his head and gave him a
who was King Jehoram’s daughter and scroll on which were written the rules
Ahaziah’s half-sister, took Ahaziah’s very that the kings needed to obey. Then he
young son Joash and hid him and his poured some olive oil on Joash’s head
nursemaid in a bedroom in the temple. So and proclaimed that he was now the king.
he was not killed. 3 He stayed with Je- The people all clapped their hands and
hosheba for six years. All during that time, shouted, “We desire that the king will live
he remained hidden in the temple, while for many years!”
Athaliah ruled Judah.
13
When Athaliah heard the noise that was
4

Six years later, Jehoiada the high priest
summoned the oﬃcers who supervised
the royal bodyguards and the palace
guards. He told them to come to the temple. There he required them to solemnly
promise that they would do what he
told them to do. And he showed King
Ahaziah’s son Joash to them. 5 He gave
them these instructions: ”There are three
groups of you guards. When one group
ﬁnishes their work on the Sabbath day, divide yourselves into three smaller groups.
One group must guard the palace. 6 Another group must guard at the Sur Gate.
The other group must guard at the gate
7
behind the other groups.
The two
groups that are not working on the Sabbath day must guard the temple to protect little King Joash. 8 You must stand
around the king wherever he goes, with
your weapons in your hands. You must
kill anyone who comes near you.”
9

The oﬃcers who supervised the guards
did what Jehoiada told them to do. Each
one brought to Jehoiada the guards that
he supervised—the guards who were just
ﬁnishing their work and those who were
about to start their work on the Sabbath
day. 10 The priest distributed to the com-

being made by the guards and the other
people, she ran to the temple where the
people were gathered. 14 She saw the new
king standing there alongside one of the
big pillars, which was the place at the temple where the kings usually stood. She
saw that he was surrounded by the temple oﬃcers and men blowing trumpets,
and that the people were shouting joyfully, and some of them were also blowing
trumpets. She tore her clothes to show her
distress and shouted, “You are traitors!
You have betrayed me!” 15 Jehoiada immediately said, “Kill her, but do not do it
here at the temple of Yahweh! Take her
away between two rows of guards. And
kill anyone who tries to rescue her!” 16
She tried to ﬂee, but the guards seized her
and took her to the palace, to the place
where horses enter the courtyard. They
killed her there.
17

Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the king and the people, that they
would always obey Yahweh. He also made
an covenant requiring the people to be
loyal to Joash their king. 18 Then all the
people of Israel who were there went to
the temple of Baal and tore it down. They
smashed the altars and the statues of Baal.
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They also killed Mattan the priest of Baal, most twenty-three years, the priests still
in front of the altars.
had not repaired anything in the temple.
7
So Joash summoned Jehoiada and the
Jehoiada stationed guards at the temple
other priests and said to them, “Why are
19
of Yahweh.
Then he and the oﬃyou not repairing things in the temple? Do
cers of the temple, the oﬃcers who sunot take any more money from those who
pervised the royal bodyguards, and the
are paying taxes. Take the money that was
king’s bodyguards brought the king from
collected for the purpose of repairing the
the temple to the palace. All the people
temple and pay that money to the workfollowed them. Joash entered the palace
ers who will do the repairs.” 8 The priests
at the Guard Gate and sat down on the
agreed to do that, and they also agreed
throne, where the kings had always sat.
that they themselves would not do the re20
All the people of Judah rejoiced. And
pair work.
because Athaliah had been killed, the city
was quiet.
9
Then Jehoiada took a chest and bored a
Joash was seven years old when he be- hole in the lid. He placed it alongside the
altar for burning incense that was on the
came the king of Judah.
right as anyone enters the temple. The
priests who guarded the entrance to the
temple put in the box the money that was
brought to the temple. 10 Whenever they
saw that there was a lot of money in the
1
When Jehu had been ruling Israel for al- chest, the king’s secretary and the high
most seven years, Joash became the king priest would come and count the money.
of Judah. He ruled in Jerusalem for forty Then they would put it in bags and tie
11
years. His mother was Zibiah, from the the bags shut.
Then they would dis2
All during the time tribute the money to the men who supercity of Beersheba.
that Joash was alive, he did what pleased vised the work in the temple. The superviYahweh, because Jehoiada the priest in- sors would use that money to pay the carstructed him. 3 But the places where the penters and builders who did the repair
people worshiped Yahweh elsewhere in work in the temple, 12 and the masons and
the land were not destroyed. They contin- the stone cutters. Also with some of that
ued to offer sacriﬁces and burn incense at money they bought timber and stones that
those places, instead of at the place that had been cut to be used in the repair work,
God had chosen for them in Jerusalem.
and to pay all the other expenses for the
13
But they did not use any of
4
Joash said to the priests, ”You must take repair work.
that
money
to
pay
men to make silver cups
all the money which the people give, both
the money they are required to pay and or wick trimmers for the lamps or bowls
the money that they themselves decide or trumpets or any other items made of silto give, as sacred offerings to buy things ver or gold to be used in the temple.
21

Chapter 12

for the temple. 5 Each priest must take 14
All that money was given to the men
the money from the people who come to
who were doing the work of repairing the
him, and he must use that money to repair
temple. 15 The men who supervised the
the temple whenever he sees that there is
work always did things honestly, so the
something that needs to be repaired.”
king’s secretary and the high priest never
6
But after Joash had been ruling for al- required that the supervisors report what
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they had spent the money for. 16 But the of King Hazael of Aram and his son Ben
money that people gave to pay for sacri- Hadad to defeat the Israelites many times.
ﬁces for their sins was not put in the chest. 4
Then Jehoahaz prayed to Yahweh for
That money belonged to the priests.
help, and Yahweh listened to him, because
17
At that time, Hazael, the king of Aram, he saw that the army of the king of Aram
went with his army and attacked the city was oppressing the Israelites. 5 Yahweh
of Gath and conquered it. Then he de- sent a leader to Israel, who enabled them
cided that they would attack Jerusalem. to be free from Aram’s power. After that,
18
So Joash, the king of Judah, took all the Israelites lived peacefully as they had
6
the money that the previous kings, Je- done previously.
But they still conhoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah, had tinued to commit the same kind of sins
dedicated to Yahweh. He added some of that Jeroboam and his family had commithis own money, and all the gold that was ted and that had led the Israelites to sin.
in the rooms in the temple where valu- Also, the statue of the goddess Asherah reable things were kept, and he sent it all to mained in Samaria.
King Hazael to persuade him not to attack 7
Jerusalem. So King Hazael took his army Jehoahaz had only ﬁfty men who rode on
horses and ten chariots and ten thousand
away from Jerusalem.
other soldiers, because the army of Aram
19
If you want to read more of what Joash had killed all the rest, walking over them
did, it is all written in Book of the Events as people walk over the ground.
of the Kings of Judah. 20-21 Joash’s oﬃ- 8
cials plotted against him, and two of them If you want to read about everything else
killed Joash on the road that goes down to that Jehoahaz did, you can read about it in
the district of Silla. The two men who did the book 9called The History of the Kings
that were Jozabad son of Shimeath, and Je- of Israel. Jehoahaz died and was buried
hozabad son of Shomer. Joash was buried in Samaria. Then his son Jehoash became
in the place where his ancestors were the king.
buried, in the part of Jerusalem called the 10 Jehoash son of Jehoahaz, started to rule
city of David. Then Joash’s son Amaziah in Israel after King Joash had been ruling
became the king of Judah.
in Judah for thirty-seven years. Jehoash
ruled in Samaria for sixteen years. 11 He
did many things that Yahweh said were
evil. He refused to stop worshiping idols,
which was the sin that many years earlier
King Jeroboam had led the Israelite peo1
After Joash had been ruling Judah for alple in committing.
most twenty-three years, Jehu’s son Jehoahaz became the king of Israel. He ruled 12 The other things that happened while
in the city of Samaria for seventeen years. Jehoash was king and all the things that
2
He did many things that Yahweh said he did are written in Book of the Events
were evil and committed the same kind of the Kings of Israel. In that account they
of sins that Jeroboam had committed, sins wrote about his army’s victories, and their
that had induced the people of Israel to sin. war with the army of King Amaziah of JuHe did not stop committing those sins. 3 dah. 13 When Jehoash died, he was buried
So Yahweh became very angry with the Is- in Samaria where the other kings of Israel
raelite people, and he allowed the army were buried. Then his son Jeroboam be-

Chapter 13
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came king.

But as soon as the man’s body touched Elisha’s bones, the dead man became alive
14
Then Elisha became very ill. Just beagain and jumped up!
fore he died, King Joash went to Elisha
and cried in front of him. Saying the 22 King Hazael of Aram sent soldiers to opsame words that Elisha had said when Eli- press the Israelite people during all the
jah was taken to heaven, he said, “My fa- years that Jehoahaz ruled Judah. 23 But
ther! The chariots of us Israelite people Yahweh was very kind to the Israelite
and their drivers are taking my master people. He helped them because of the
away!”
covenant that he had made with their an15
Elisha said to him, “Bring to me a bow cestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He
and some arrows!” So the king did that. 16 would not get rid of the Israelites, and he
Then Elisha told the king to put his hands still has not rejected them.

on the bow and prepare to shoot some ar- 24 When Hazael the king of Aram died, his
rows. And then Elisha put his own hands son Ben Hadad became the king. 25 The
on the king’s hands.
army of King Jehoash of Israel defeated
17
Then Elisha told him, “Have someone the army of King Ben Hadad three times;
open that window toward the east.” So they also recaptured the cities that Ben
a servant opened it. Then Elisha said, Hadad’s army had seized during the time
“Shoot!” So the king did. Then Elisha said, that Jehoash’s father Jehoahaz was ruling
“That is the arrow that indicates that your Israel.
army will defeat the Aramean army. Your
army will completely defeat their army at
the city of Aphek.”
18

Then Elisha said, “Pick up the other arrows and strike the ground with them!”
So the king picked up the arrows and
struck the ground three times. 19 But Elisha was angry with him. He exclaimed,
“You should have struck the ground ﬁve or
six times! If you had done that, your army
would have defeated the Aramean army
until they were completely wiped out! But
now, because you struck the ground only
three times, your army will defeat them
only three times!”
20

Then Elisha died and was buried.

Chapter 14
1

After Jehoash had been ruling Israel for
almost two years, Joash’s son Amaziah became the king of Judah. 2 He was twentyﬁve years old when he started to rule,
and he ruled in Jerusalem for twenty-nine
years. His mother was Jehoaddin. She
was from Jerusalem. 3 Amaziah did many
things that pleased Yahweh, but he did not
do as many things that pleased Yahweh as
King David had done. He did some of the
good things that his father Joash had done.
4
But, like his father, he did not tear down
the other places for worshiping Yahweh.
The people continued to burn incense to
honor Yahweh in those place instead of in
Jerusalem, the place that Yahweh had appointed.

Groups of raiders from Moab came to Israel each year during spring. 21 One year,
when some Israelite people were burying
a man’s body, they saw a group of those
raiders. They were afraid, so quickly
they threw that man’s body into the grave 5 As soon as he was completely in conwhere Elisha had been buried, and they trol of his kingdom, he made his servants
ran away.
execute the oﬃcials who had murdered
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his father. 6 But he did not tell his servants to execute those oﬃcials’ children.
He obeyed what was written in the laws
that God gave to Moses, “Parents must
not be executed for the crimes committed by their parents. People must be executed only for the sins that they themselves have committed.”
7

That was a section of wall about 180 meters long. 14 Jehoash’s soldiers seized all
the gold and silver that they found, all the
objects that were in the temple, and all the
valuable things that were in the palace;
they took them to Samaria. They also took
to Samaria some prisoners to make sure
that Amaziah would cause them no more
trouble.

Amaziah’s soldiers killed ten thousand
soldiers of the Edom people group in the 15 If you want to know about all the other
Valley of Salt south of the Dead Sea, and things that Jehoash did when he was king,
they captured the city of Sela and gave it a including when he and his army fought
new name, Joktheel. That is still its name. against the army of King Amaziah of Juof the Events
8
Then Amaziah sent messengers to King dah, they are written in Book
16
of
the
Kings
of
Israel.
Jehoash
died,
Jehoash of Israel, saying, “Come here and
let us and our armies ﬁght each other in and he was buried in Samaria, where
the other kings of Israel had been buried.
battle.”
Then his son Jeroboam became the king.
9
But King Jehoash replied with this para17
Amaziah, the king of Judah, lived for ﬁfble to King Amaziah: “Once a thornbush
teen
more years after Jehoash, the king of
growing in the mountains in Lebanon
18
If you want to know more
sent a message to a cedar tree, saying, Israel, died.
about
everything
else that Amaziah did,
‘Give your daughter to my son in order
that he may marry her.’ But a wild animal it is written in Book of the Events of the
in Lebanon passed by the thornbush and Kings of Judah.
trampled it.” 10 The meaning of what I am 19 Some people in Jerusalem plotted
saying is that your army has defeated the against him, so he ﬂed to the city of
army of Edom, so now you have become Lachish. But they followed him there and
very proud. But you should be content killed him. 20 They took his corpse back
with defeating the people of Edom; you to Jerusalem and buried it where his anshould allow your soldiers to stay at home. cestors had been buried, in the part of
If you cause trouble by ﬁghting against us, Jerusalem called the city of David.
you will surely cause a disaster to happen
21
Then all the people of Judah appointed
to you and to your people.”
Azariah, whose father was Amaziah, to be
11
But Amaziah refused to pay attention
their king. He became king when he was
to Jehoash’s message. So Jehoash and
sixteen years. 22 After Amaziah’s father
Amaziah led their armies to Beth Shemesh
Amaziah died, Azariah’s army captured
in Judah, and it was there that their
the city of Elath, and it came under the
armies came together to ﬁght each other.
control of Judah again.
12
The Israelite army defeated the army of
Judah, and all the soldiers of Judah ﬂed 23 When Amaziah had been ruling Juand ran back home. 13 Jehoash’s army dah for almost ﬁfteen years, Jeroboam bealso captured King Amaziah there, and came the king of Israel. He ruled in the
they also marched to Jerusalem and tore city of Samaria for forty-one years. 24 He
down the wall that was around the city, did many things that Yahweh said were
from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. evil. He did not stop committing the same
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kind of sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat,
had committed, sins that had induced the
Israelite people to sin also. 25 Jeroboam’s
soldiers conquered again some of the territory that had previously belonged to Israel, from the city of Hamath in the north
to the Dead Sea in the south. That is what
Yahweh, the God whom the Israelites worshiped, promised the prophet Jonah son
of Amittai, from the city of Gath Hepher,
would happen.

5

Yahweh caused Azariah to become a
leper. Azariah was a leper all the remaining years that he lived. He was not allowed to live in the palace. He lived alone
in a house, and his son Jotham ruled the
land.
6

If you want to know about everything
else that Azariah did, it is written in the
book of the events of the Kings of Judah. 7 Azariah died and they buried him
in the part of Jerusalem called the city
26
That happened because Yahweh saw of David, where his ancestors had been
that the Israelites’ enemies were causing buried. Then his son Jotham became the
the Israelites to suffer very much. And king.
there was absolutely no one who would 8
After Azariah had been ruling Judah for
help them. 27 But Yahweh said that he
would not destroy Israel completely, so he almost thirty-eight years, Zechariah son of
Jeroboam, became the king of Israel. He
enabled King Jeroboam to rescue them.
ruled in the city of Samaria for only six
28
If you want to know more about ev- months. 9 He did many things that Yaherything else that Jeroboam did, about weh said were evil, like his ancestors had
how he courageously fought in battle, and done. He committed the same kind of
about how he enabled the Israelites to sins that the ﬁrst Jeroboam had commitcapture again the cities of Damascus and ted, sins that had induced the Israelite peoHamath, they are written in the book of ple to sin.
the events of the Kings of Israel. 29 Jer- 10
Then Shallum son of Jabesh, made plans
oboam died, and was buried where the
other kings of Israel were buried, and his to assassinate Zechariah. He killed him
in the city of Ibleam, and then he became
son Zechariah became the king.
the king. 11 Everything else that Zechariah
did is written in the book of the events
of the Kings of Israel. 12 When Zechariah
died, the dynasty of King Jehu was ﬁnished. This fulﬁlled what Yahweh said to
1
After Jeroboam had been ruling Israel King Jehu would happen, “Your son and
for almost twenty-seven years, Azariah, grandson and great-grandson and greatson of Amaziah king of Judah, began to great-grandson will all be kings of Israel.”
rule. 2 He was sixteen years old when he 13
Shallum son of Jabesh, became the king
started to rule, and he ruled in Jerusalem
of Israel after King Amaziah had been rulfor ﬁfty-two years. His mother was Jecoing Judah for almost thirty-nine years. But
liah. She was from Jerusalem. 3 He did
Shallum ruled in Samaria for only one
things that Yahweh was pleased with, as
month. 14 Then Menahem son of Gadi,
his father Amaziah had done. 4 But the
went up from the city of Tirzah to Samaria
high places where the people continued
and assassinated Shallum. Then Menato practice idolatry were not destroyed.
hem became the king of Israel.
They continued to burn incense as they
15
Everything else that Shallum did, inworshiped their idols.

Chapter 15
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cluding his killing King Zechariah, is writ- evil. He committed the same kind of sins
ten in the book of the events of the Kings that King Jeroboam had committed, sins
of Israel.
that induced the people of Israel to sin.
25
Then one of Pekahiah’s army comman16
At that time Menahem completely deders whose name was Pekah son of Restroyed the city of Tiphsah and killed all
maliah, planned with ﬁfty men, from the
the people who lived there and in the surregion of Gilead to kill Pekahiah and two
rounding territory from Tirzah on. He did
of his assistants, Argob and Arieh. They asthat because the people in the city refused
sassinated the king in a fortiﬁed place in
to surrender to him. With his sword he
the king’s palace in Samaria. Then Pekah
even ripped open the bellies of pregnant
became the king.
women who lived there.
26
Everything else that Pekahiah did is
17
When King Azariah had been ruling Ju- written in the book of the events of the
dah for almost thirty-nine years, Mena- Kings of Israel.
hem son of Gadi, became the king of Israel.
27
When King Azariah had been ruling JuHe ruled in Samaria for ten years. 18 He
dah
for almost ﬁfty-two years, Pekah son
did many things that Yahweh said were
evil. He committed the same kind of sins of Remaliah, became the king of Israel.
28
that King Jeroboam had committed, sins He ruled in Samaria for twenty years.
that induced the people of Israel to sin. He He also did many things that Yahweh said
continued to commit those sins all during were evil. He committed the same kind of
sins that King Jeroboam had committed,
the years that he lived.
sins that induced the people of Israel to
19
Then Pul (also known as Tiglath-Pileser) sin.
king of Assyria came with his army to at29
While Pekah was the king, Tiglathtack Israel. So Menahem gave him about
Pileser,
the king of Assyria, came with
thirty-three metric tons of silver in order
that the king of Assyria would help Mena- his army and captured the cities of Ijon,
hem to continue to be king and rule his Abel of Beth Maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hacountry more strongly. 20 Menahem ob- zor, and the regions of Gilead, Galilee, and
tained that money from the rich men in Naphtali. His army forced the Israelite
Israel. He compelled each of them to con- people to leave their country and go to live
tribute three-ﬁfths of a kilogram of silver. in Assyria.
So Tiglath-Pileser took that money and 30 Then Hoshea son of Elah, planned to
went back home.
kill Pekah. He assassinated him when
Amaziah’s
son Jotham had been ruling
21
If you want to know more about everything that Menahem did, it is written in Judah for almost twenty years. Then
the book of the events of the Kings of Is- Hoshea became the king of Israel.
rael. 22 Menahem died and was buried, 31 Everything else that Pekah did is writand his son Pekahiah became the king of ten in the book of the events of the Kings
Israel.
of Israel.
23

When King Azariah had been ruling Judah for almost ﬁfty years, Menahem’s son
Pekahiah became the king of Israel. He
ruled in Samaria for only two years. 24 He
did many things that Yahweh said were

32

When Pekah had been ruling Israel for
almost two years, Azariah’s son Jotham
began to rule Judah. 33 He was twentyﬁve years old when he started to rule, and
he ruled from Jerusalem for sixteen years.
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His mother was Jerusha, the daughter of
Zadok. 34 He did many things that pleased
Yahweh, as his father Azariah had done.
35
But he did not destroy the places where
the people worshiped Yahweh, and the
people continued to burn incense there
to honor Yahweh. Jotham’s workers built
the Upper Gate of the temple.
36

with his army, and at that time Pekah
(who was the son of King Remaliah of Israel) also came along with his army, and
together their armies came up to attack
Jerusalem, but King Ahaz led a ﬁght to defend the city. The armies surrounded the
city, but they could not conquer it. 6 It
was at that time that the army that was
commanded by King Rezin of Aram drove
out the people of Judah who were living
in the city of Elath, and the city came under the control of the Arameans. This was
the time when some people from Aram began to live in Elath, and they are still living
there.

If you want to know more about everything else that Jotham did, it is written in
the book of the events of the Kings of Judah. 37 It was during the time that Jotham
was the king that Yahweh sent King Rezin
of Aram and King Pekah of Israel with
their armies to attack Judah. 38 Jotham
died and was buried where his ancestors 7 King Ahaz sent messengers to King
had been buried in the part of Jerusalem Tiglath-Pileser of Assyria, to tell this mescalled the city of David. Then his son Ahaz sage to him: “I promise that I will combecame the king of Judah.
pletely do what you tell me to do, as
though I were your son. Please come and
rescue us from the armies of Aram and
Israel who are attacking my country.” 8
Ahaz took the silver and gold that was in
1
When Pekah had been ruling Israel the palace and in the temple and sent it to
for almost seventeen years, Ahaz son of Assyria9 to be a present for the king of AsJotham, became the king of Judah. 2 He syria. So Tiglath-Pileser did what Ahaz
was twenty years old when he became the requested. His army marched to Damasking of Judah. He ruled from Jerusalem cus and captured it, and they took the peofor sixteen years. He did not do things ple of Damascus as prisoners to live in the
that pleased Yahweh his God, good things capital city of Assyria.

Chapter 16

like his ancestor King David had done. 3
Instead, he was as sinful as the kings of
Israel had been. He even sacriﬁced his
son to be an offering to idols. That imitated the disgusting things that the people who previously lived there had done,
people whom Yahweh had driven out as
the Israelites were advancing through the
land. 4 He offered sacriﬁces and burned
incense to honor Yahweh at many different places, including on the tops of
many hills and under many big trees, instead of in Jerusalem as Yahweh had commanded.
5

10

When King Ahaz went to Damascus to
meet King Tiglath-Pileser, he saw the altar that was there. So he sent to Uriah,
the high priest in Jerusalem, a drawing of
the altar and a model that represented exactly the altar in Damascus. 11 So Uriah
built an altar in Jerusalem following the
drawing that King Ahaz had sent. Uriah
ﬁnished the altar before Ahaz returned to
Jerusalem from Damascus. 12 When the
king returned from Damascus, he saw the
altar. 13 He went up to it and burned animal sacriﬁces and a ﬂour offering on it.
He also poured a wine offering on it and
Then King Rezin of Aram, came along threw on it the blood of the offerings to
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promise friendship with God. 14 The old
bronze altar that had been dedicated long
ago to Yahweh was between the new altar
and the temple, so Ahaz moved it to the
north side of his new altar.

years. Hoshea ruled in Samaria for nine
years. 2 He did many things that Yahweh
said were evil, but he did not do as many
evil things as the previous kings of Israel
had done—the ones who had ruled Israel
15
Then King Ahaz ordered Uriah: “Each previously.
morning put on this new altar the sacri- 3
The army of King Shalmaneser of Asﬁces that the priests will burn completely,
syria attacked and defeated the army of
and in the evening put on it the ﬂour offerKing Hoshea. As a result, the Israelites
ing, along with my offering and the offerwere forced to pay much tribute to Asings that the people bring, ones that they
syria each year. 4 But several years later,
will burn completely, and my ﬂour offerHoshea secretly planned to rebel against
ing and the people’s grain and wine offerthe rulers of Assyria. He sent messengers
ings. Pour against the sides of the altar the
to So, king of Egypt, asking if his army
blood of all the animals that are sacriﬁced.
could help the Israelites ﬁght against AsBut the old bronze altar will be only for
syria. Hoshea also stopped paying the tribme to use for divination.” 16 So Uriah did
ute that he had been paying Assyria evwhat the king commanded him to do.
ery year. But the king of Assyria found
17
King Ahaz told his workers to take off out about those things, so he told his ofthe frames of the carts that were outside ﬁcers to put Hoshea in prison. 5 Then he
the temple and to take down the basins brought the army of Assyria to Israel, and
that were on them. They also took down they attacked everywhere in that land.
the large bronze tank called “The Sea” and His army besieged the city of Samaria for
removed it from the backs of the bronze three years. 6 Finally, after King Hoshea
statues of the oxen and put it on a stone had been ruling Israel for nine years, the
foundation. 18 Then to please the king army of Assyria forcefully entered the city
of Assyria, Ahaz had them remove from and captured the people. They took the Isthe temple the roof under which the peo- raelite people to Assyria and forced some
ple walked into the temple on the Sabbath of them to live in the city of Halah. They
day, and closed up the private entrance forced others to live near the Habor River
into the temple for the kings of Judah.
in the district of Gozan. They forced oth19
If you want to know about the other ers to live in the towns where the Mede
things that Ahaz did, they are written in people group lived.
the book of the events of the Kings of Judah. 20 Ahaz died, and he was buried
in the part of Jerusalem called the city
of David, where his ancestors had been
buried. Then his son Hezekiah became
the king.

7

Those things happened because the Israelite people had sinned against Yahweh
their God. He had rescued their ancestors
from the power of the king of Egypt and
brought them safely out of Egypt, but later
they began to worship other gods. 8 They
imitated the things that the pagan peoples
around them practiced. Those were the
very peoples that Yahweh had driven out
as the Israelites occupied their land. The
1
Elah’s son Hoshea began to rule Israel af- people of Israel also did the evil things
ter King Ahaz had ruled Judah for twelve that most of the kings of Israel showed
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them. 9 The Israelite people also secretly
did many things that were not pleasing
to Yahweh their God. They built places
to worship their idols on the hills around
all their cities, including small towns and
big cities with walls around them. 10 They
set up stone pillars to honor gods, and
poles to worship the goddess Asherah at
the top of every high hill and under ev11
ery big tree.
The Israelites burned
incense in every place where they worshiped those gods, just like the peoples
who lived there previously had done—the
groups that Yahweh had driven out from
the land. The Israelites did many wicked
things that caused Yahweh to become angry. 12 Yahweh warned them many times
that they should not worship idols, but
they did it anyway. 13 Yahweh frequently
sent his prophets and seers to warn the
people of Israel and the people of Judah.
The message that Yahweh gave them was,
“Stop doing all the evil things you have
been doing. Obey my commands and my
laws, the laws that I told your ancestors
to obey and that I told the prophets who
served me to tell to you again.”
14

moon, and the stars. 17 They also burned
their own sons and daughters to be sacriﬁces to those gods. They went to fortune
tellers and they practiced sorcery. They
continually chose to do all kinds of evil
things that caused Yahweh to become angry.
18

So because Yahweh was very angry with
the Israelite people, he allowed their enemies to take them away from their country. Only the people of the tribe of Judah
were left in the land. 19 But even the people of Judah did not obey the commands of
Yahweh their God. They imitated the evil
customs that the Israelites had introduced.
20
So Yahweh rejected all the people of Israel and of Judah. He punished them by
allowing the armies of other nations to defeat them and take them away. He got rid
of all of them.
21

Earlier, when Yahweh had forced the
ten tribes of Israel away from the rule of
David’s descendants, those tribes had chosen Jeroboam son of Nebat, to be their
king. Then Jeroboam enticed the people
of Israel to stop worshiping Yahweh and
to worship idols instead. He induced them
to commit great sins. 22 And the Israelite
people continued to do the evil things that
Jeroboam introduced. They did not turn
away from those sins, 23 so ﬁnally Yahweh
got rid of them. That was just what his
prophets had warned would happen. The
Israelite people were taken away to the
land of Assyria, and they are still there.

But the Israelite people would not pay
attention. They were stubborn, just as
their ancestors were. Just as their ancestors did, they refused to trust in Yahweh their God. 15 They rejected Yahweh’s
laws and the covenant that he had made
with their ancestors. They ignored Yahweh’s warnings. They worshiped worthless idols and as a result they themselves
24
The king of Assyria ordered his solbecame worthless. Although Yahweh had
commanded them not to imitate the be- diers to take groups of people from the
havior of the peoples that lived near them, cities of Babylon, Kuthah, Avva, Hamath,
and Sepharvaim to the region of Samaria,
they disobeyed that command.
and to resettle them in the cities there, to
16
The Israelite people disobeyed all of Yah- take the place of the Israelites who lived
weh’s commands. They made two metal there previously. Those people took concalves to worship. They set up two poles trol over Samaria and lived in the cities
to worship the goddess Asherah, and they of Samaria. 25 But those people who came
worshiped the god Baal, and the sun, the from other countries did not worship Yah-
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weh when they ﬁrst arrived in Samaria.
So Yahweh sent lions to kill some of them.
26
Then those people sent a message to
the king of Assyria. They wrote, “We people who have resettled in the towns of
Samaria do not know how to worship the
God that the Israelites worshiped in this
land. So he has sent lions among us to kill
us, because we have not worshiped him
correctly.”
27

When the king of Assyria read this letter, he commanded his oﬃcers, “Send one
of the priests whom you brought here
from Samaria to go back there. Tell him to
teach the people who are now living there
how to worship correctly the God whom
the Israelites worshiped in that land.” 28
So the oﬃcers did that. They sent one of
the Israelite priests back to Samaria. That
priest went to live in the city of Bethel, and
he taught the people there how to worship
Yahweh.
29

But all those people continued to make
their own idols. They took their idols
and placed them in the houses that the
Samaritan people had built upon the hills
all around. Each group of people made
their own gods that they worshiped, and
each of the gods had a name. 30 The people from Babylon made idols to represent
their god Succoth Benoth. The people
from Kuthah made idols to represent their
god Nergal. The people from Hamath
made idols to represent their god Ashima.
31
The people from Avva made idols to represent their gods Nibhaz and Tartak. The
people from Sepharvaim sacriﬁced their
own children. They completely burned
them on altars to be offerings to their
32
gods Adrammelek and Anammelek.
But those people also worshiped Yahweh,
but they also appointed from among their
own groups many people to be priests at
the places where idols were worshiped on
the hills, and these priests could would

offer sacriﬁces for them upon the high
places.
33

So they revered Yahweh, but they also
worshiped their own gods, just as their
people living in their home countries did.
34
These people in Samaria still keep their
old customs. They really do not worship
Yahweh, and they do not obey all the laws
and decrees that Yahweh gave to the descendants of Jacob, to whom he gave the
new name Israel. 35 Yahweh had previously made an covenant with the ancestors of Israel, commanding them not
to worship other gods or bow down to
honor them or do other things to please
them or offer sacriﬁces to them. 36 He
had said to them, ”You must have a sincere respect for me, Yahweh, the one who
brought you out of Egypt with my very
great power. I am the one whom you must
bow down to honor, and I am the one to
whom you must offer sacriﬁces. 37 You
must always obey the laws and decrees
that I told Moses to write for you. You
must not worship other gods. 38 And you
must not forget the covenant that I made
with your ancestors. You must not fear
39
Instead, you
or respect other gods.
must have a sincere respect for me, Yahweh, your God. If you do that, I will rescue
you from the power of all your enemies.”
40

But, the Israelites refused to pay attention to what Yahweh said. Instead, they
continued to adhere to their old customs.
41
So, those people worshiped Yahweh, but
they also worshiped their idols. And their
descendants still do the same thing.

Chapter 18
1

After King Hoshea had been ruling Israel for almost three years, Hezekiah son
of Ahaz, began to rule Judah. 2 He was
twenty-ﬁve years old when he became
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the king of Judah and he ruled from
Jerusalem for twenty-nine years. His
mother was Abijah, the daughter of a man
whose name was Zechariah. 3 Hezekiah
did things that Yahweh said are right, like
4
his ancestor King David had done.
He destroyed the places where people
worshiped Yahweh, and he broke into
pieces the poles for worshiping the goddess Asherah. He also broke into pieces
the bronze replica of a snake that Moses
had made. He did that because the people
had named it Nehushtan, and they were
burning incense in front of it to honor it.
5

to the city of Halah, some were taken to
a place near the Habor River in the region of Gozan, and some were taken to
cities where the Mede people group live.
12
That happened because the Israelites
did not obey Yahweh their God. They
had disobeyed the covenant that Yahweh
had made with their ancestors, and all
the laws that Moses, the man who served
Yahweh very well, had told them to obey.
They would not obey those laws. They
would not even listen to them.
13

After King Hezekiah had been ruling Judah for almost fourteen years, the army of
King Sennacherib of Assyria attacked all
the cities in Judah that had walls around
them. They did not capture Jerusalem,
but they captured all the other cities. 14
King Hezekiah sent a message to Sennacherib, while Sennacherib was in the
city of Lachish, saying, “What I have done
was wrong. Please tell your soldiers to
stop attacking us. If you do that, I will pay
you whatever you tell me to.” So the king
of Assyria said that Hezekiah must pay to
him 10,000 kilograms (or about ten metric
tons) of silver and 1,000 kilograms (about
one metric ton) of gold.

Hezekiah trusted in Yahweh, the God
whom the Israelites worshiped. There
was no king who ruled Judah before him
or after him who was as devoted to Yah6
weh as he was.
He remained loyal
to Yahweh and never disobeyed him. He
carefully obeyed all the commandments
that Yahweh had given to Moses. 7 Yahweh always helped Hezekiah. He was successful in everything he did. He rebelled
against the king of Assyria and refused
to do what the king of Assyria wanted
him to do 8 His army defeated the soldiers of Philistia as far south as the city of
Gaza and the nearby villages. They con- 15 So Hezekiah gave to him all the silver
quered the entire area, from the small- that was in the temple and that was stored
est village with only a watchtower to the in his palace.
largest cities surrounded by walls.
16
Hezekiah’s men also stripped the gold
9
After King Hezekiah had been ruling from the doors of the temple and the gold
Judah for almost four years, and when that he himself had put on the doorposts,
King Hoshea had been ruling Israel for and he sent all that gold to the king of Asalmost seven years, the army of King syria. 17 But the king of Assyria sent a
Shalmaneser of Assyria invaded Israel large army with some of his important ofand surrounded the city of Samaria. 10 ﬁcials from the city of Lachish to persuade
In the third year they captured the city. King Hezekiah to surrender. When they
That was when Hezekiah had been rul- arrived at Jerusalem, they stood alongside
ing Judah for almost six years, and when the aqueduct in which water ﬂows from
Hoshea had been ruling Israel for almost the upper pool into Jerusalem, near the
nine years. 11 The king of Assyria com- road to the ﬁeld where the women wash
manded that the people of Israel be taken clothes. 18 They sent a message requestto Assyria. Some of them were taken ing King Hezekiah to come to them, but
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the king sent three of his oﬃcials to talk to
them. He sent Hilkiah’s son Eliakim, who
supervised the palace, Shebna, the oﬃcial
secretary, and Asaph’s son Joah, who communicated the king’s messages to the people.

us to come here and destroy this land!”
26

Then Eliakim, Shebna and Joah said
to the oﬃcial from Assyria, “Sir, please
speak to us in your Aramaic language, because we understand it. Do not speak to
us in our Hebrew language, because the
19
One of Sennacherib’s important oﬃ- people who are standing on the wall will
cials told them to take this message to understand it and be frightened.”
Hezekiah:
27
But the oﬃcial replied, “Do you think
”This is what the king of Assyria, the great that my master sent me to say these things
king, says: ’What are you trusting in to only to you and not to the people who
rescue you ? 20 You say that you have are standing on the wall? If you reject
weapons to ﬁght us and that some coun- this message, the people in this city will
try has promised to help you, but that is soon need to eat their own dung and drink
only talk. Who do you think will help you their own urine, just like you will, because
to rebel against my soldiers from Assyria? there will be nothing more for you to eat
21
Listen to me! You are relying on the or drink.”
army of Egypt. But that is like using a broken reed for a walking stick on which you 28 Then the oﬃcial stood up and shouted
could lean. It would pierce the hand of in the Hebrew language to the people sitanyone who would lean on it! That is what ting on the wall. He said, ”Listen this
the king of Egypt would be like for any- message from the great king, the king of
one who relied on him for help. 22 But Assyria. He says this: 29 ’Do not allow
perhaps you will say to me, “No, we are Hezekiah to deceive you. He will not be
relying on Yahweh our God to help us.” I able to rescue you from my power. 30
would reply, “Is he not the one whom you Do not allow him to persuade you to rely
insulted by tearing down his houses on on Yahweh, saying that Yahweh will resthe hills where the idols were worshiped cue you, and that the army of Assyria will
and the altars on which you offered sac- never capture this city!’
riﬁces, forcing everyone in Jerusalem and 31
Do not pay attention to what Hezekiah
other places in Judah to worship only in
says! This is what the king of Assyria
front of the altar in Jerusalem?”
says: ’Come out of the city and surrender
23
So I suggest that you make a deal be- to me. If you do that, I will arrange for
tween you and my master, the king of As- each of you to drink the juice from you
syria. I will give you two thousand horses, own grapevines, and to eat ﬁgs from your
but I do not think that you are able to own trees, and to drink water from your
ﬁnd two thousand of your men who can own wells. 32 You will be able to do that
ride on them! 24 You are hoping that the until we come and take you to a land that
king of Egypt will send chariots and men is like your land—a land where there is
riding horses to assist you. But they cer- grain to make bread and vineyards to protainly would not be able to defeat even the duce grapes for making wine. It will be
most unimportant oﬃcial in my army! 25 a land that has plenty of olive trees and
Furthermore, do you think that we have honey.’ If you do what the king of Assyria
come to destroy Jerusalem without Yah- commands, you will not die. You will conweh’s help? It is Yahweh himself who told tinue to live.
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Do not allow Hezekiah to persuade you to
trust in Yahweh, saying that he will rescue you! 33 The gods that people of other
nations worship have never rescued them
from the power of the king of Assyria! 34
Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad?
Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena,
and Ivvah? Did any of their gods delivered Samaria out of my hand? 35 None
of these gods kept their people from being
destroyed by the king of Assyria. Do you
think your God Yahweh, can do any better?

he knows that his master, the king of Assyria, sent him to insult the all-powerful
God and that Yahweh will punish him for
what he said. And Hezekiah requests that
you pray for the few of us who are still
alive here in Jerusalem.”
5

37

When the messengers from Hezekiah
came to Isaiah, and 6 Isaiah instructed
them to go back to their master and tell
him what Yahweh says: ”Those messengers from the king of Assyria have said
evil things about me. But you should not
be disturbed because of what they said.
7
Listen to this: I will cause Sennacherib
to hear a rumor that will worry him, that
other armies are about to attack his country. So he will return to his own country,
and there I will cause him to be assassinated by some men.”

Chapter 19

9

36

But the people who were listening were
silent. No one said anything, because King
Hezekiah had told them, “When the oﬃcial from Assyria talks to you, do not answer him.”

Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah
went back to Hezekiah with their clothes 8 The oﬃcial from Assyria found out that
torn because they were extremely dis- the King of Assyria and his army had left
tressed, and they told him what the oﬃ- the city of Lachish, and that they were atcial from Assyria had said.
tacking Libnah, which was a nearby city.
So the oﬃcial went there to report to him
what had happened in Jerusalem.

1

When King Hezekiah heard what they
reported, he tore his clothes and put on
clothes made of rough cloth because he
was very distressed. Then he went to the
temple to ask God what to do. 2 Then
he summoned Eliakim and Shebna and
the older priests, who were also wearing
clothes made of rough sackcloth, and told
them to talk to Isaiah the prophet, son of
3
He said to them to say these
Amoz.
things to Isaiah: ”King Hezekiah says that
this is a day when we have great distress.
Other nations are causing us to be insulted and disgraced like a woman who
is about to give birth to a child, but she is
not strong enough to do it. 4 Perhaps Yahweh our God has heard everything that
the oﬃcial from Assyria said. Perhaps

Soon after that, King Sennacherib received a report that King Tirhakah of
Ethiopia was leading his army to attack
them. But before King Sennacherib left
Libnah to ﬁght against the army from
Ethiopia, he sent other messengers to King
10
In the letHezekiah with a letter.
ter he wrote this to Hezekiah: ”Do not allow your god on whom you are relying to
deceive you by promising that my army
will never capture Jerusalem. 11 You have
certainly heard what the armies of the
kings of Assyria have done to all the other
countries. Our armies have completely destroyed them. So do you think that you
12
Did the gods of the nawill escape?
tions that were about to be destroyed by
the armies of the previous kings of Assyria
rescue them? Did those gods rescue the
people in the region of Gozan or in the
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cities of Haran and Rezeph in northern
The people of Jerusalem
Aram? Did they rescue the people of Eden
despise you and make fun of you.
who had been deported to the city of Tel
They wag their heads
Assar? None of the gods of those cities
13
was able to rescue them.
What hapto mock you.
pened to the kings of the cities of Hamath,
22
Who do you think that you were deArpad, Sepharvaim, and Ivvah? They are
spising and ridiculing?
all dead.”
Who do you think you were shouting
14
Hezekiah received the letter that the at?
messengers gave him, and he read it.
Who do you think you were looking
Then he went up to the temple and spread
out the letter in front of Yahweh. 15 Then at very proudly?
It was I, the holy God whom the IsHezekiah prayed this: ”Yahweh, the God
to whom we Israelites belong, you are raelites worship.
seated on your throne above the statues
23
The messengers whom you sent
of creatures with wings, above the sacred
made fun of me.
chest. Only you are truly God. You rule all
the kingdoms on this earth. You are the
You said, ’With my many chariots
one who created everything on the earth
I have gone to the highest mountains,
and in the sky. 16 So, Yahweh, please listo the highest mountains in Lebanon.
ten to what I am saying, and look at what
is happening. And listen to what King SenWe have cut down its tallest cedar trees
nacherib has said to insult you, the alland its best cedar trees.
powerful God.
We have been to the most distant peaks
17
Yahweh, it is true that the armies of
and to its densest forests.
the kings of Assyria have completely de24
We have dug wells in other countries
stroyed many nations and ruined their
18
And they have thrown the idols
lands.
and drunk water from them.
of those nations into ﬁres and burned
And by marching through the streams
them. But that was not diﬃcult to do, because they were not gods. They were only of Egypt,
statues made of wood and stone, idols that
we dried them all up!’
were shaped by humans, and that is why
25
But I reply, ’Have you never heard
19
they were destroyed easily.
So now, that long ago
Yahweh our God, please rescue us from
I planned that those things would
the power of the king of Assyria, in order
that the people in all the kingdoms of the happen?
world may know that you, Yahweh, are
I planned it long ago,
the only one who is truly God.”
and now I have been causing it to
20
occur.
Then Isaiah sent this message to
Hezekiah to tell him what Yahweh, the
I planned that your army
God to whom the Israelites belonged, said
would have the power to capture
in response: ”I have heard what you
prayed to me about Sennacherib, the king many cities
of Assyria. 21 This is what I say to that king:
that were surrounded by high walls,
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and cause them to become piles of
But the following year, you Israelites
rubble.
will be able
to plant grain and harvest it,

26

The people who lived in those cities
have no power,

and to plant vineyards and eat the
grapes.
and as a result they became dismayed
and discouraged.
30
The people in Judah who remain alive
They are as frail as plants and grass in will prosper
the ﬁelds,
and have many children;
as frail as grass that grows on the
they will be like plants whose roots go
roofs of houses
deep down into the ground
and is scorched before it can grow

tall.

and which produce much fruit.
31

27

There will be many people in
Jerusalem

But I know everything about you.
I know when you are in your house

who will remain alive,

and when you go outside;

because I, Yahweh, commander of the
I also know that you are raging against armies,
me.
have planned it to happen.
28

me,

So, because you have raged against

and because I have heard you do this,

32

So this is what I, Yahweh, say
about the king of Assyria:

”His armies will not enter this city;

it will be as though I will put a hook in
they will not even shoot any arrows
your nose,
into it.
and I will put an iron bit in your
His soldiers will not march outside the
mouth,
city gates carrying shields,
in order that I can take you where I want
and they will not even build high
you to go.
mounds of earth
I will force you to return to your own
against the city walls
country
to enable them to attack the city.
on the same road on which you came
33
Their king will return to his own counhere,
try
without conquering Jerusalem.’
on the same road on which he came
29
Now I say this to Hezekiah:
here.
’This is what will happen to prove that
I am telling the truth:

He will not enter this city.

That will happen because I, Yahweh,
This year and next year you and your have said it!
people
34
I will defend this city and prevent it
will be able to harvest only wild grain. from being destroyed.
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I will do this for the sake of my own my people, and say to him, ’I, Yahweh, the
reputation
God whom your ancestor King David worshiped, have heard what you prayed. And
and because of what I promised to
I have seen your tears. So, listen, I am goKing David,
ing to heal you. Two days from now you
6
who served me well.’”
will be able to go up to my temple.
I will enable you to live for ﬁfteen more
35
That night, an angel from Yahweh went
years. And I will rescue you and this city
out to where the army of Assyria had put
again from the power of the king of Asup their tents, and killed 185,000 of their
syria. I will defend this city for the sake of
soldiers. When the rest of the soldiers
my own reputation and because of what
woke up the next morning, they saw that
I promised King David, who served me
there were corpses everywhere. 36 Then
well.’”
King Sennacherib left and went home to
7
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria.
Isaiah returned to the palace and told
Hezekiah what Yahweh had said. Then he
37
One day, when he was worshiping in
said to Hezekiah’s servants, “Bring a paste
the temple of his god Nisrok, his two
made of boiled ﬁgs. Put some of it on his
sons, Adrammelek and Sharezer, killed
boils, and he will get well.” The servants
him with their swords. Then they escaped
did that, and the king recovered.
and went to the region of Ararat, northwest of Nineveh. And another of Sen- 8 Then Hezekiah replied to Isaiah, “What
nacherib’s sons, Esarhaddon, became the will Yahweh do to prove that he will heal
me and that two days from now I will be
king of Assyria.
able to go up to the temple?”
9

Isaiah replied, “Yahweh will do something that will prove to you that he will
do what he promised. Do you want him
1
About that time, Hezekiah became very to cause the shadow on the stairway to go
ill. He thought that he was about to die. back ten steps or to go forward ten steps
Isaiah the prophet came to him and said, ?”
“This is what Yahweh says: ‘You should tell 10 Hezekiah replied, “It is easy to for the
the people in your palace what you want shadow to move forward, because that is
them to do after you die, because you are what it always does. Aks Yahweh to make
not going to recover from this illness. You it move backward ten steps on the stairare going to die.’ ”
way that King Ahaz ordered his servants
to build.”
2
Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall
and prayed this: 3 “Yahweh, do not forget 11 So Isaiah prayed earnestly to Yahweh,
that I have always served you faithfully and Yahweh caused the shadow to go
with all my inner being, and I have done backward ten steps.
things that pleased you.” Then Hezekiah 12
At that time, King Marduk-Baladan son
started to cry loudly.
of Baladan, the previous king of Babylo4
Isaiah left the king, but before he nia, heard a report that King Hezekiah
had crossed the middle courtyard of the had been very sick. So he wrote some
palace, Yahweh gave him a message. 5 He letters and gave them to some messensaid, ”Go back to Hezekiah, the ruler of gers to take to Hezekiah, along with a

Chapter 20
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gift. 13 When the messengers arrived,
Hezekiah welcomed them gladly. Then he
showed them all the treasure that was in
his palace and treasuries—the silver and
gold, the spices, the nice-smelling olive oil,
and all the weapons for his soldiers. There
were no valuable things in his storerooms
or anywhere else in his kingdom that he
did not show them.
14

brave deeds in battle, about how he commanded his people to build a reservoir in
the city and a tunnel to be dug to bring water into the reservoir, they are all written
in the book of the events of the Kings of
Judah. 21 Later Hezekiah died, and his son
Manasseh became the king.

Chapter 21

Then the prophet Isaiah went to
Hezekiah and asked him, “Where did
those men come from, and what did they 1 Manasseh was twelve years old when
say to you?”
he began to rule. He ruled Judah for
Hezekiah replied, “They came from a ﬁfty-ﬁve years in Jerusalem. His mother
country very far from here. They came was Hephzibah. 2 He did many things
that Yahweh said were evil. He imitated
from Babylonia.”
the disgusting things that were formerly
15
Isaiah asked, “What did they see in your
done by the people of the nations that Yahpalace?”
weh had driven out from the land of IsHezekiah replied, “They saw everything. I rael as his people advanced through the
showed them absolutely everything that I land. 3 He commanded his workers to
own—all my valuable things.”
rebuild the places of idol worship built
16
Isaiah knew that Hezekiah had done on the hills. Those were the very high
a very foolish thing. So Isaiah said to places that his father Hezekiah had dehim, ”Listen to what Yahweh says to you. stroyed. He directed his workers to build
17
There will be a time when everything altars to offer sacriﬁces of living creatures
that is still in your palace, all the valu- to Baal. Manasseh made a statue of the
able things that were put there by you and goddess Asherah, as Ahab the king of Isyour ancestors, will be carried away to rael had done previously. And Manasseh
Babylon. There will be nothing left here! worshiped the stars and he served them.
4
That is what Yahweh says to you! 18 Fur- He directed his workers to build altars
thermore, some of your own descendants for worshiping foreign gods in the temwill be forced to go there, and they will be ple of Yahweh, even though Yahweh had
castrated in order that they may become said, “It is here in Jerusalem where I want
5
servants in the palace of the king of Baby- people to worship me, forever.” He directed that altars for worshiping the stars
lon.”
be built in both of the courtyards in the
19
Then Hezekiah replied to Isaiah, “The temple grounds. 6 He even sacriﬁced his
message from Yahweh that you have own son and burned him in the ﬁre. He
given to me is good.” He said that be- performed rituals to practice sorcery and
cause he was thinking, “Even if that hap- spells. He also went to people who conpens, there will be peace and security in sulted the spirits of dead people to ﬁnd
Israel all during the remaining time that I out what would happen in the future. He
remain alive.”
did many things that Yahweh said are ex20
If you want to know more about all the tremely evil, things that caused Yahweh to
other things that Hezekiah did, about his become very angry.
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7

He placed the statue of the goddess
Asherah in the temple, the place about
which Yahweh had said to David and his
son Solomon, ”My temple will be here in
Jerusalem. This is the city that I have chosen from all the territory of the twelve
tribes of Israel, where I want people to
worship me forever. 8 And if the Israelite
people obey all my commands and all the
laws that I gave to Moses, the man who
served me very well, I will not again force
them to leave this land that I gave to their
ancestors.” 9 But the people did not pay attention to Yahweh. Manasseh persuaded
them to commit sins that were more evil
than the sins that were committed by the
people of the nations that Yahweh had
driven from the land as the Israelite people advanced.
10

These are some of the things that Yahweh said through his prophets. Many
times Yahweh had given them these messages: 11 ”Manasseh, the king of Judah,
has done these abominable things, things
that are much worse than the things that
the Amor people group did in this land
long ago. He has lead the people of Judah to sin against Yahweh by worshiping
the idols that he worshiped. 12 Therefore,
this is what I, Yahweh, the God whom
you Israelite people worship, says to you:
I am about to cause disaster to come to
Jerusalem and the rest of Judah. It will
be terrible, with the result that everyone who hears about it will be stunned.
13
I will judge and punish the people of
Jerusalem as I punished the family of King
Ahab of Israel. I will remove the people
of Jerusalem as people wipe a plate clean
and then turn it upside down to show that
they are now satisﬁed. 14 And I will abandon the people who remain alive, and I
will allow their enemies to conquer them
and steal everything valuable from their
land. 15 I will do this because my people have done things that I say are very

evil, things which have caused me to become very angry. They have caused me to
become angry continually, ever since the
time that their ancestors left Egypt.”
16

Manasseh commanded his oﬃcials to
kill many innocent people in Jerusalem,
with the result that their blood ﬂowed in
the streets. He did this in addition to persuading the people of Judah to do many
things that Yahweh said were evil.
17

If you want to know more about all the
things that Manasseh did, they are written
in the book of the events of the Kings of Judah. 18 Manasseh died and was buried in
the garden outside his palace, the garden
that Uzza had made. Then his son Amon
became the king.
19

Amon was twenty-two years old when
he became king. He ruled Judah from
Jerusalem for only two years.
His
mother’s name was Meshullemeth. She
was from the city of Jotbah, and was the
daughter of Haruz. 20 He did many things
that Yahweh said were evil, as his father
Manasseh had done. 21 He imitated the
behavior of his father, and he worshiped
the same idols that his father had worshiped. 22 He abandoned Yahweh, the God
whom his ancestors had worshiped, and
did not behave as Yahweh wanted him to
behave. 23 Then one day some of his oﬃcials made plans to kill him. They assassinated him in the palace.
24

But then the people of Judah killed all
those who had assassinated King Amon,
and they appointed his son Josiah to be
their king.
25

If you want to read about the other
things that Amon did, they are written in
the book of the events of the Kings of Judah. 26 Amon was also buried in the tomb
in the garden that Uzza had made. Then
his son Josiah became the king.
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Chapter 22

it to the king.
11

1

Josiah was eight years old when he
became the king of Judah. He ruled
from Jerusalem for thirty-one years. His
mother was Jedidah and his grandfather
was Adaiah from the city of Bozkath. 2
Josiah did things that were pleasing to Yahweh and conducted his life as his ancestor
King David had done. He fully obeyed all
the laws of God.
3

After Josiah had been ruling for almost eighteen years, he sent his secretary Shaphan son of Azaliah and grandson
of Meshullam, to the temple with these
instructions: 4 ”Go to Hilkiah, the high
priest, and tell him to give me a report,
telling me how much money the men who
guard the doors of the temple have collected from the people as offerings. 5 Then
tell him to give all that money to the men
who are supervising the work of repair6
They must give that
ing the temple.
money to the carpenters, the builders, and
the masons, and they should also buy the
timber and the stones that they will use to
repair the temple.” 7 But the men who supervise the work will not be required to
make a report on the money that is given
to them, saying what they spent it for, because those men are completely honest.
8

After Shaphan the king’s secretary said
that to Hilkiah, Hilkiah said to Shaphan,
“I have found in the temple a scroll on
which is written the laws that God gave
to Moses!” Hilkiah gave the scroll to
Shaphan, and he started to read it. 9 Then
Shaphan took the scroll to the king and
said to him, “Your temple guards have
taken the money that was in the temple,
and they have given it to the men who will
supervise the work of repairing the temple.” 10 Then Shaphan said to the king, “I
have brought to you a scroll that Hilkiah
gave to me.” And Shaphan started to read

When the king heard the laws that were
written in the scroll that Shaphan was
reading to him, he tore his clothes because
he was very upset. 12 Then he gave these
instructions to Hilkiah, to Shaphan’s son
Ahikam, to Micaiah’s son Akbor, and to
Asaiah, the king’s special advisor: 13 “Go
and ask Yahweh for me and for all the people of Judah, about what is written in this
scroll that has been found. Because it is
clear that Yahweh is very angry with us because our ancestors disobeyed the things
that are written on this scroll, things that
we should have done.”
14

So Hilkiah, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan,
and Asaiah went to consult a woman
whose name was Huldah, who was a
prophetess who lived in the newer part of
Jerusalem. Her husband Shallum son of
Tikvah and grandson of Harhas, took care
of the robes that were worn in the temple.
Those ﬁve men told her about the scroll.
15

She then told them what Yahweh the
God whom the Israelites worship says,
”Yahweh has a message for the king who
sent you to me, and this is what Yahweh
says: 16 ’Listen to this carefully. I am going to bring a disaster on Jerusalem and
all the people who live here, which is what
was written in the scroll that the king has
read. 17 I will do that because they have
abandoned me, and they burn incense to
honor other gods. They have caused me
to become very angry by all the idols that
they have made, and my anger is like a ﬁre
that will not be put out. 18 The king of Judah sent you to inquire what I, Yahweh,
want him to do. This is what you should
say to him, ”You have paid attention to
what was written in the scroll. 19 Also,
you have repented and humbled yourself
when you heard what I threatened to do
to punish this city and the people who live
here, I have heard what you prayed. I
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said that I would cause this city to be abandoned. It will be a city whose name people
will use when they curse someone. But because you tore your robes and wept in my
presence, I have heard you. 20 So I will
allow you to die and be buried peacefully.
I will cause a great disaster to come to this
place, but you will not be alive to see it.“”’

the region of Judah and to worship on the
high places that were build on the hills.
They had been offering sacriﬁces to Baal,
to the sun, to the moon, the planets, and
the stars. The king stopped them from doing those things. 6 He commanded that
the statue of the goddess Asherah be taken
out of the temple. Then they took it outside Jerusalem, down to the Kidron ValAfter the men heard that, they returned to
ley, and burned it. Then they pounded
King Josiah and gave him that message.
the ashes to powder and scattered that
over the graves of ordinary people. 7 He
also took everything out of the rooms in
the temple where the temple male prostitutes lived. That was where women wove
1
Then the king summoned all the elders robes that were used to worship the godof Jerusalem and of the other places in Ju- dess Asherah.
dah. 2 They went together to the temple, 8-9
Josiah also brought to Jerusalem all
along with the priests and the prophets,
and many other people, from the most the priests who were offering sacriﬁces
important people to the least important in the other cities of Judah. He also despeople. And while they listened, the king ecrated the places on the hills where the
read to them all of the laws that Moses priests had burned incense to honor idols,
had written. He read from the scroll that from Geba in the north to Beersheba in
3
Then the south. Those priests were not allowed
had been found in the temple.
the king stood next to the pillar where to offer sacriﬁces in the temple, but they
the kings stood when they made impor- were allowed to eat the unleavened bread
tant announcements, and, while Yahweh that the priests who worked in the temwas listening, he repeated his promise ple ate. He also commanded that the
to sincerely obey with his inner being altars that were near the gate built by
the covenant. And all the people also Joshua, the mayor of Jerusalem, be destroyed. Those altars were at the left of
promised to obey the covenant.
the main gate into the city.
4
Then the king gave a command to
Hilkiah, the high priest, to all the other 10 Josiah also desecrated the place named
priests who assisted him, and to the men Topheth, in the Ben Hinnom Valley, in
who guarded the entrance to the temple. order that no one could offer his son or
He told them to bring out from the tem- daughter there to be completely burned
ple all the items that people had been us- on the altar as a sacriﬁce to the god
ing to worship Baal, the goddess Asherah, Molech. 11 He also removed the horses
and the stars. After they carried them that the previous kings of Judah had dedout, they burned all those things outside icated to worshiping the sun, and he
the city in the Kidron Valley. Then they burned the chariots that were used in that
took all the ashes to Bethel. 5 There were worship. Those horses and chariots were
many pagan priests whom the previous kept in the courtyard outside the temple,
kings of Judah had appointed to burn in- near the entrance to the temple, and near
cense on the altars scattered throughout the room where one of Josiah’s oﬃcials

Chapter 23
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lived, whose name was Nathan-Melek.

17

Josiah asked, “Whose tomb is that?” The
people of Bethel replied, “It is the tomb
12
Josiah also commanded his servants of the prophet who came from Judah and
to tear down the altars that the pre- predicted that these things that you have
vious kings of Judah had built on the just now done to this altar would happen.”
palace roof, above the room where King 18
Josiah replied, “Allow his tomb to reAhaz had stayed. They also tore down
main
as it is. Do not remove the prophet’s
the altars that had been built by King
Manasseh in the two courtyards outside bones from the tomb.”
the temple. He commanded that they So the people did not remove those bones,
be smashed to pieces and thrown down or the bones of the other prophet, the one
into the Kidron Valley. 13 He also com- who had come from Samaria.
manded that the altars that King Solomon
19
In every city in Israel, at Josiah’s comhad built east of Jerusalem, south of the
Mount of Olives—the so-called Mount of mand, they tore down the houses build
Corruption—be desecrated. Solomon had on hills to worship idols. The ones that
built them for the worship of the disgust- had been built by the previous kings of Ising idols—the statue of the goddess Ash- rael, which had caused Yahweh to become
toreth worshiped by the people in the very angry. He did to all those places of
city of Sidon, Chemosh the god of the idols worship the same thing that he had
20
Moab people group, and Molech the god done to the altars at Bethel. He ordered
of the Ammon people group. 14 They also that all the priests who offered sacriﬁces
broke into pieces the stone pillars that on the places built on the hills where
the Israelite people worshiped, and cut they worshiped idols, and they were to be
down the poles that honored the goddess killed on those altars. Then he burned huAsherah, and they scattered the ground man bones on every one of those altars
to desecrate them. Then he returned to
there with human bones to desecrate it.
Jerusalem.
15
Furthermore, he commanded them to 21
Then the king commanded all the peotear down the place of worship that was
ple to celebrate the Passover festival to
near the city of Bethel, the very same
honor Yahweh their God, which was writplace of worship that had been built by
ten in the law of Moses that they should
King Jeroboam (whose father was Nebat,
do every year. 22 During all the years
the same man who made Israel to sin
that leaders ruled Israel and during all the
against Yahweh). Josiah led the people
years that kings of Israel and the kings of
of Israel to tear down that altar that was
Judah, they had not celebrated that feson the high hill, and they also burned
tival. 23 But now, after Josiah had been
the wooden pole used in the worship of
ruling for almost eighteen years, to honor
the idol that had the name “Asherah.” 16
Yahweh they celebrated the Passover fesThen Josiah looked around and saw some
tival in Jerusalem.
tombs on the hill. He commanded his
men to take the bones out of those tombs 24 Furthermore, Josiah removed from
and burn them on the altar. By doing Jerusalem and other places in Judah all
that, he desecrated the altar. These events the people who practiced sorcery and
were predicted many years before when those who asked the spirits of dead peoYahweh gave his word to Israel by his ple to tell them what they should do. He
prophet.
also removed from Jerusalem and from
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nah. 32 Joahaz did many things that Yahweh said were evil, just like many of his
ancestors had done. 33 King Necho’s army
captured him and tied him up with chains
and took him as a prisoner to the city of Riblah in the district of Hamath, to prevent
him from continuing to rule in Jerusalem.
Necho forced the people of Judah to pay
to him about 3.3 metric tons of silver and
thirty three kilograms of gold. 34 King Necho appointed another son of Josiah, Eliakim, to be the new king, and he changed
26
But Yahweh had become extremely anEliakim’s name to Jehoiakim. Then he
gry with the people of Judah because of all
took Joahaz to Egypt, and later Joahaz
the things that King Manasseh had done to
died there in Egypt.
provoke him, and he continued to be very
angry. 27 He said, “I will do to Judah what 35 King Jehoiakim collected a tax from the
I have done to Israel. I will drive away the people of Judah. He collected more from
people of Judah, with the result that they the rich people and less from the poor
will never enter my presence again. And I people. He collected silver and gold from
will reject Jerusalem, the city that I chose them, in order to pay to the king of Egypt
to belong to me, and I will reject the tem- what he commanded them to give.
ple, the place where I said that I should be 36 Jehoiakim was twenty-ﬁve years old
worshiped.”
when he became the king of Judah, and
the other places in Judah all the household
idols and all the other idols and abominable things. He did those things in order to obey what had been written in the
scroll that Hilkiah had found in the temple. 25 Josiah was devoted to Yahweh with
all that he felt and thought and with all his
strength. There had never been in Judah
or Israel a king like him. He obeyed all the
laws of Moses. And there has never since
then been a king like Josiah.

28

If you want to know more about all the
other things that Josiah did, they are written in the book of the events of the Kings
of Judah.
29

he ruled from Jerusalem for eleven years.
His mother was Zebidah, the daughter of
Pedaiah from the city of Rumah. 37 He did
many things that Yahweh said were evil,
as his ancestors had done.

While he was the king of Judah, King Necho of Egypt led his army north to the Euphrates River to help the king of Assyria.
King Josiah tried to stop the army of Egypt
at the city of Megiddo, but he was killed
in a battle there. 30 His oﬃcials placed 1 While Jehoiakim was ruling Judah, the
his corpse in a chariot and took it back to army of King Nebuchadnezzar of BabyJerusalem, where it was buried in his own lon invaded Judah. They defeated the
tomb.
Judean army, and as a result, Jehoiakim
was required to pay much tribute to
Then the people of Judah poured olive oil
King Nebuchadnezzar. But after three
on Josiah’s son Joahaz, to appoint him to
years, Jehoiakim rebelled. 2 Then Yahweh
be the new king.
sent raiders from Babylonia and Aram,
31
Joahaz was twenty-three years old and from the Moab and Ammon people
when he became the king of Judah, but groups, to attack the people of Judah and
he ruled from Jerusalem for only three kill them, just as Yahweh had told his
months. His mother was Hamutal, the prophets to warn the people would hap3
These things happened to the
daughter of Jeremiah from the city of Lib- pen.

Chapter 24
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people of Judah just as Yahweh had commanded. He decided to destroy the people of Judah because of the many sins that
King Manasseh had committed. 4 Manasseh had even caused many innocent
people in Jerusalem to be killed, and Yahweh would not forgive that.

able things from Yahweh’s temple and
from the king’s palace. They cut up all the
gold items that King Solomon had put in
the temple. 14 They took from Jerusalem
to Babylon ten thousand people, including the important oﬃcials and the best
soldiers and the people who made and
repaired things that were made of metal.
5
The other things that happened while
Only the very poor people were left in JuJehoiakim was king, and all the things
dah.
that he did, are written in the book of the
15
Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers seized King
events of the Kings of Judah. 6 When Jehoiakim died, his son Jehoiachin became Jehoiachin and took him to Babylon, along
with his wives and oﬃcials, his mother,
the king.
and all the important people. 16 They also
7
The army of the king of Babylon defeated took to Babylon all seven thousand solthe army of Egypt. The king of Babylon diers and one thousand men who knew
took control of all the area that the Egyp- how to make and repair things that are
tians formerly controlled, from the brook made from metal. All of these people
at the border of Egypt in the south to the whom they took were able to ﬁght in
Euphrates River in the north. So the army battle. 17 Then the king of Babylon apof the king of Egypt did not return to at- pointed Jehoiachin’s uncle, Mattaniah, to
tack Judah again.
be the king of Judah, and he changed Mat8
Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when taniah’s name to Zedekiah.
he became the king of Judah. His mother’s 18 When Zedekiah was twenty-one years
name was Nehushta. She was the daugh- old, he became king, and he ruled in
ter of a man from Jerusalem named El- Jerusalem for eleven years. His mother’s
nathan. Jehoiachin ruled in Jerusalem for name was Hamutal. She was the daughonly three months. 9 Jehoiachin did many ter of a man named Jeremiah from the
things that Yahweh said were evil, all the city of Libnah. 19 But Zedekiah did many
evil things that his father had done.
things that Yahweh said were evil, just as
20
Because Yahweh
10
While Jehoiachin was king, some oﬃ- Jehoiakim had done.
cers of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was very angry, he ﬁnally drove the peocame along with the whole Babylonian ple out of Jerusalem and the other places
army to Jerusalem, and they surrounded in Judah and sent them to Babylon.
the city. 11 While they were doing that, This is what happened when Zedekiah reNebuchadnezzar himself came to the city. belled against the king of Babylon.
12
Then King Jehoiachin, his mother, his
advisors, important oﬃcers, palace oﬃcials all surrendered to the Babylonian
army.

Chapter 25

When Nebuchadnezzar had been king for
eight years, he captured Jehoiachin and
took him to Babylon. 13 Just as Yahweh
had said would happen, Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers took to Babylon all the valu-

1

After Zedekiah had been ruling for nine
years, on the tenth day of the tenth month
of that year, King Nebuchadnezzar arrived with his whole army. They surrounded Jerusalem. Against the walls of
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the city, they built ramps made of earth,
so that they could climb up and attack
the city. 2 It took them two years to do
that. 3 After Zedekiah had been ruling
for eleven years, by the ninth day of the
fourth month of that year, the famine had
become very bad. All the people’s food
4
was gone.
Then the Babylonian soldiers broke through part of the city wall,
and that enabled them to enter the city.
All the soldiers of Judah tried to escape.
But the Babylonian soldiers surrounded
the city, so the king and the soldiers of Judah waited until it was nighttime. Then
they ﬂed through the gate that was between the two walls near the king’s park.
They ran across the ﬁelds and started to go
down to the plain along the Jordan River.
5
But the Babylonian soldiers chased after them. They caught the king when he
was by himself in the plains of Jericho. He
was by himself because all his soldiers had
6
The Babylonian solabandoned him.
diers took King Zedekiah to the city of Riblah in Babylonia. There the king of Babylon decided what they would do to punish him. 7 The king of Babylon forced
Zedekiah to watch as the Babylonian soldiers killed all of Zedekiah’s sons. Then
they gouged out Zedekiah’s eyes. They put
bronze chains on his hands and feet and
took him to the city of Babylon.

Babylon the people who were still living
in the city, the other people who lived in
the region of Judah, and the soldiers who
had previously surrendered to the Babylonian army. 12 But Nebuzaradan allowed
some of the very poor people to stay in Judah to take care of the vineyards and to
plant crops in the ﬁelds.
13

The Babylonian soldiers broke into
pieces the bronze pillars, the bronze
stands with wheels, and the large bronze
tank known as “The Sea,” all of which
were in the temple courtyard, and they
took all the bronze to Babylon. 14 They
also took the pots, the shovels, the instruments for snuﬃng out the lamps, the
dishes, and all the other bronze items that
the Israelite priests had used for offering
sacriﬁces in the temple. 15 The soldiers
also took away the pans for the ashes of
the sacriﬁces, the basins, and all the other
items made of gold or silver.
16

The bronze from the two pillars, the
bronze stands with wheels, and the huge
tank that was called “The Sea,” were all so
very heavy that they could not be weighed.
These things had been made for the temple when Solomon was the king of Israel.
17
Each of the pillars was eight and onethird meters high. The bronze capital
of each pillar was one and one-third meters high. They were each decorated all
8
On the seventh day in the ﬁfth month of
around with something that looked like
that year, after Nebuchadnezzar had been
a net made of bronze chains connecting
ruling for nineteen years, Nebuzaradan
bronze pomegranates.
arrived in Jerusalem. He was one of
King Nebuchadnezzar’s oﬃcials; he was 18 Nebuzaradan took with him to Babylon
in command of the men who guarded the Seraiah, the high priest; Zephaniah, his asking. 9 He ordered his soldiers to burn sistant; and the three men who guarded
down Yahweh’s temple, the king’s palace, the entrance to the temple. 19 From the
and all the houses in Jerusalem. So they people who were still left in Jerusalem,
burned down all the important buildings he took one oﬃcer from the Judean army,
in the city. 10 Then Nebuzaradan super- ﬁve of the king’s advisors, the chief secrevised the Babylonian soldiers as they tore tary of the army commander who was in
down the walls surrounding Jerusalem. charge of recruiting men to join the army,
11
After that, he and his soldiers took to and sixty other important Judean men. 20
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Nebuzaradan took them all to the king of
Babylon at the city of Riblah. 21 There
at the city of Riblah, in the province of
Hamath, the king of Babylon commanded
that they all be executed.
That is what happened when the people
of Judah were taken forcefully from their
land to Babylon.
22

Then King Nebuchadnezzar appointed
a man named Gedaliah to be the governor
of the people who he still allowed to live
in Judah. Gedaliah was a son of Ahikam
and a grandson of Shaphan. 23 When all
the army commanders in Judah and their
soldiers found out that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah to be the governor, they met with him at the city of Mizpah. These commanders were Ishmael
son of Nethaniah; Johanan son of Kareah;
Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, from the city
of Netophah; and Jaazaniah, from the region of Maacah.

became the king of Babylon. He was kind
to Jehoiachin, and on the twenty-seventh
day of the twelfth month of that same
year, he released Jehoiachin from prison.
28
He always spoke kindly to Jehoiachin
and honored him more than the other
kings who had been taken to Babylon. 29
He gave Jehoiachin new clothes to replace
the clothes that he had been wearing in
prison, and he allowed Jehoiachin to eat
at the king’s table every day for the rest of
his life. 30 The king of Babylon also gave
him money every day, so that he could
buy the things that he needed. The king
continued to do that until Jehoiachin died.

24

Gedaliah solemnly promised them that
the oﬃcials from Babylon were not planning to harm them. He said, “You may
live in this land without being afraid; you
should obey the king of Babylon. If you do,
everything will go well for you.”
25

But in the seventh month of that year,
Ishmael, whose grandfather Elishama
was in the family descended from King
David, went to Mizpah along with ten
other men. They assassinated Gedaliah
and all the men with him. There were also
men from Judah and men from Babylon
whom they assassinated. 26 Then many
of the people from Judah, important people and unimportant ones, and the army
commanders were very afraid of what the
Babylonians would do to them, so they
ﬂed to Egypt.
27

Thirty-seven years after King Jehoiachin of Judah had been taken to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar’s son Awel-Marduk
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Philistia were descended from the Kasluh
people group.
13

Canaan’s ﬁrst son was Sidon. He was
also the ancestor of the people groups of
the Hethites, 14 the Jebusites, the Amorites,
the Girgashites, 15 the Hivites, the Arkites,
These are the descendants of Adam
the Sinites, 16 the Arvadites, the Zemarites,
1
The ﬁrst person God created was Adam. and the Hamathites.
Adam’s son was Seth. Seth’s son was
Enosh. Enosh’s son was Kenan. 2 Kenan’s
son was Mahalalel. Mahalalel’s son was These are the descendants of Shem
17
Jared. Jared’s son was Enoch. 3 Enoch’s
The sons of Shem were Elam, Ashur,
son was Methuselah. Methusalah’s son Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.
was Lamech. Lamech’s son was Noah.
Aram’s sons were Uz, Hul, Gether, and
4
Noah’s sons were Shem, Ham, and
Meshech.
Japheth.
18
Arphachshad was the father of Shelah, who was the father of Eber.
These are the sons of Japheth.
19
Eber had two sons. One was named

Chapter 1

The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Ma- Peleg which sounds like the word that
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and means ‘divided’ because during the time
that he lived, the people on the earth were
Tiras.
divided into various language groups. Pe6
The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, leg’s younger brother was Joktan.
Riphath, and Togarmah.
20
Joktan was the ancestor of
7
The sons of Javan were Elishah, Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 21
Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim.
Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 22 Obal, Abimael,
Sheba, 23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab.
5

24

These are the descendants of Shem,
in order from him to Abraham: Arphaxad,
8
The sons of Ham were Cush, Egypt, Put, Shelah, 25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 26 Serug, Naand Canaan.
hor, Terah, 27 and Abram, whose name
9
The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, was later changed to Abraham.
Sabta, Raamah, and Sabteka.
These are the sons of Ham.

The sons of Raamah were Sheba and These are the descendants of Abraham.
Dedan.
28
Abraham’s sons were Isaac and Ish10
Another son of Cush was Nimrod. mael.
When he grew up, he became a mighty
29
The son of Abraham’s slave wife Hawarrior on the earth.
gar was Ishmael. Ishmael’s twelve sons
11
Egypt was the ancestor of the Lud , were Nebaioth, his ﬁrstborn, then Kedar,
the Anam, the Lehab, the Naphtuh, 12 the Adbeel, Mibsam, 30 Mishma, Dumah,
Pathrus, the Kasluh, and the Caphtor peo- Massa, Hadad, Tema, 31 Jetur, Naphish,
ple groups. The people of the region of and Kedemah.
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After Abraham’s wife Sarah died, he These are the kings of Edom.
took another wife named Keturah. Her 43
These are the names of the kings who
sons were Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midruled the region of Edom before any kings
ian, Ishbak, and Shuah.
ruled over Israel:
Jokshan’s sons were Sheba and Dedan.
Bela son of Beor, was king in Edom, and

Midian’s sons were Ephah, Epher, the name of the city in which he lived was
Dinhabah.
Hanok, Abida, and Eldaah.
44
When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah,
from the city of Bozrah, became the king.
These are the descendants of Esau.
45
When Jobab died, Husham became
33

The son of Abraham’s wife Sarah was the king. He was from the region where
Isaac, and Isaac’s sons were Esau and Ja- the Teman people group lived.
46
cob, whose name was later changed to IsWhen Husham died, Hadad son of Berael.
dad, became the king. He ruled in the city
35
The sons of Esau were Eliphaz, Reuel, of Avith. Hadad’s army defeated the army
of the Midian people group in the region
Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.
of Moab.
36
The sons of Eliphaz were Teman,
47
When Hadad died, Samlah became
Omar, Zepho, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and
the king. He was from the city of MasAmalek.
rekah.
37
Reuel’s sons were Nahath, Zerah,
48
When Samlah died, Shaul became the
Shammah, and Mizzah.
king. He was from the city of Rehoboth
Hannahar.
34

49

When Shaul died, Baal-Hanan son of
Akbor became the king.

These are the descendants of Seir.
38

Another descendant of Esau was
50
When Baal-Hanan died, Hadar beSeir. His descendants lived in the region
came
the
king. He was from the city of
of Edom. Seir’s sons were Lotan, Shobal,
Pau. His wife’s name was Mehetabel; she
Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
was the daughter of Matred and the grand39
51
Lotan’s sons were Hori and Homam, daughter of Me-Zahab.
Then Hadad
and Lotan’s sister was Timna.
died.
40

The chiefs of the Edom people group
Shobal’s sons were Alvan, Manawere Chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 52
hath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.
Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 53 Kenaz, TeZibeon’s sons were Aiah and Anah.
man, Mibzar, 54 and Magdiel. These were
41
the chiefs of Edom.
Anah’s son was Dishon.
1 Dishon’s sons were Hemdan, Eshban,
Ithran, and Keran.
42

Ezer’s sons were Bilhan, Zaavan,
and Akan.
Dishan’s sons were Uz and Aran.

Chapter 2
1

The sons of Jacob were Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, 2 Dan,
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Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Jether, a descendant of Ishmael, and their
Asher.
son was Amasa,
Descendants of Hezron

These are the descendants of Judah.
3

Judah’s sons were Er, Onan, and
Shelah. Their mother was the daughter
of Shua from the Canaan people group.
When Judah’s oldest son Er grew up, he
did something that Yahweh considered to
be very wicked, so Yahweh caused him
to die. 4 Judah and his daughter-in-law
Tamar had twin boys named Perez and
Zerah. So altogether Judah had ﬁve sons.

18

Hezron’s younger son Caleb had
two wives. One of them, Azubah, gave
birth to three sons, Jesher, Shobab, and
Ardon. (The other wife’s name was Jerioth.) 19 When Azubah died, Caleb married Ephrath. Their son was Hur. 20 Hur
was the father of Uri, and Uri was the father of Bezalel.
21

When Hezron was sixty years old,
he
married
a daughter of Makir, who was
5
The sons of Perez were Hezron and
also the father of Gilead. The son of
Hamul.
Hezron and Makir was Segub. 22 Segub
6
Zerah had ﬁve sons: Zimri, Ethan, He- was the father of Jair. Jair’s army conman, Kalkol, and Darda.
trolled twenty-three cities in the region
7
One of the sons of Zimri was Karmi. ruled by Gilead.
23
Karmi’s son Achar caused the people of IsBut the armies of Geshur and Aram
rael to experience much trouble, because captured those towns controlled by Jair.
he stole some of the things that were to be They also captured the city of Kenath and
destroyed because they were dedicated to the nearby towns; altogether they capGod.
tured sixty towns. The people who lived
there were all descendants of Makir, the
8
Ethan’s son was Azariah.
father of Gilead.
9
Hezron’s sons were Jerahmeel, Ram,
24
Shortly after Hezron died, Caleb slept
and Caleb.
with Ephrathah, his father’s widow. She
10
Ram was the father of Ammi- bore a son for Caleb, whose name was Ashnadab, and Amminadab was the father of hur. Asshur became the father of Tekoa.
Nahshon. Nahshon was a leader of the
tribe of Judah.
Jerahmeel’s descendants
11
Nahshon was the father of Salmon,
25
Hezron’s oldest son was Jerahwho was the father of Boaz. 12 Boaz was
the father of Obed, and Obed was the fa- meel. His sons were Ram, Bunah, Oren,
Ozem, and Ahijah. Jerahmeel’s oldest son
ther of Jesse.
was Ram. 26 Jerahmeel had another wife
13
Jesse’s oldest son was Eliab. named Atarah. Their son was Onam.
His other sons were Abinadab, Shimea, 14
27
The sons of Ram, Jerahmeel’s oldest
Nethanel, Raddai, 15 Ozem. The youngest
son, were Maaz, Jamin, and Eker.
was David.
28
Onam’s sons were Shammai and Jada.
16
Their sisters were Zeruiah and AbiShammai’s sons were Nadab and
gail. Zeruiah’s three sons were Abishai,
17
Joab, and Asahel. Abigail’s husband was Abishur.
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29

Abishur’s wife was Abihail. The of Mareshah. Mareshah was the father
sons of Abishur and Abihail were Ahban of Hebron. 43 Hebron’s sons were Korah,
and Molid.
Tappuah, Rekem, and Shema. 44 Shema
30
Nadab’s sons were Seled and was the father of Raham. Raham was the
Appaim. Seled did not have any children. father of Jorkeam. Rekem was the father
31
Appaim’s son was Ishi; Ishi’s son was of Shammai.

45
Shammai was the father of Maon.
Sheshan. One of Sheshan’s daughters was
Maon
was
the father of Beth Zur.
Ahlai.
46
Caleb had a slave wife who was
Shammai’s younger brother was Jada.
Jada’s sons were Jether and Jonathan. named Ephah. Caleb and Ephah’s sons
were Haran, Moza, and Gazez. Haran had
Jether did not have any children.
a son whom he also named Gazez.
33
Jonathan’s sons were Peleth and Zaza.
47
Ephah’s father was Jahdai. Jahdai
Those were the descendants of Jerahwas the father of six sons: Regem, Jotham,
meel.
Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph.
34
Sheshan did not have any sons; he had
48
Caleb had another slave wife whose
only daughters. He had a servant from
name was Maacah. Caleb and Maacah’s
Egypt whose name was Jarha. 35 Sheshan
sons were Sheber, Tirhanah, 49 Shaaph,
allowed his daughter to marry Jarha, and
and Sheva. Shaaph was the father of Madtheir son was Attai.
mannah. Sheva was the father of Makbe36
Attai was the father of Nathan.
nah and Gibea. Caleb’s daughter was Aksah.
Nathan was the father of Zabad.
32

37

Zabad was the father of Ephlal.

Ephlal was the father of Obed.
38

Obed was the father of Jehu.

Jehu was the father of Azariah.
39

Azariah was the father of Helez.

Helez was the father of Eleasah.

50-51

These people were also descendants of Caleb: Caleb had another wife
whose name was Ephrathah. Their oldest son was Hur. Hur’s sons were Shobal,
Salma, and Hareph. Shobal started the
city of Kiriath Jearim. Salma started the
city of Bethlehem. Hareph started the city
of Beth Gader.
52

Shobal’s descendants were Haroeh,
and half of the Manahath people group. 53
Sismai was the father of Shallum.
His descendants also included these clans
41
Shallum was the father of Jekamiah. that lived in Kiriath Jearim: Ithri, Put, Shumath, and Mishra. The clans of Zorath and
And Jekamiah was the father of El- Eshtaol were descendants of the clan of
ishama.
Mishra.
40

Eleasah was the father of Sismai.

54

Salma’s descendants in Bethlehem were the Netophath clan, the clan
Caleb’s descendants
of Atroth Beth Joab, the other half of the
42
Jerahmeel’s younger brother was clan of Manahath, and the clan of Zor.
Caleb.
55
Salma’s descendants also included the
Caleb’s oldest son was Mesha. Mesha families in the city of Jabez who wrote and
was the father of Ziph. Ziph was the father copied important documents. These were
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the clan of Tirath, the clan of Shimeath, The kings of Judah
and the clan of Sucath. They were all from
10
Solomon’s son was King Rehoboam.
the Kenite people group who came from
the city of Hammath, and who had marRehoboam’s son was King Abijah.
ried members of the family of Rekab.
Abijah’s son was King Asa.
Asa’s son was King Jehoshaphat.

Chapter 3

11

Jehoshaphat’s son was King Jehoram.

Jehoram’s son was King Ahaziah.

The sons of King David
1

Six sons of King David were born in the
city of Hebron.
His oldest son was Amnon, whose
mother Ahinoam was from the city of
Jezreel.
His next son was Daniel, whose mother
was Abigail from the city of Carmel. 2 His
next son was Absalom, whose mother was
Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, the king
who ruled in the city of Geshur.

Ahaziah’s son was King Joash.
12

Joash’s son was King Amaziah.

Amaziah’s son was King Azariah.
Azariah’s son was King Jotham.
13

Jotham’s son was King Ahaz.

Ahaz’s son was King Hezekiah.
Hezekiah’s son was King Manasseh.
14

Manasseh’s son was King Amon.

Amon’s son was King Josiah.
His next son was Adonijah, whose
15
Josiah’s oldest son was Johanan. His
mother was Haggith. 3 The next son was
other sons were Jehoiakim, Zedekiah, and
Shephatiah, whose mother was Abital.
Shallum.
His youngest son was Ithream, whose
16
Jehoiakim’s son was Jehoiachin. The
mother was Eglah.
last king was Zedekiah.
4
They were all born in Hebron, where
David ruled for seven and one-half years.

After that, David ruled in Jerusalem for Other descendants of King David after
thirty-three years. 5 Many of David’s chil- the people of Judah were exiled
dren were born in Jerusalem.
17
Jehoiachin was captured and taken
Bathshua, daughter of Ammiel, gave to Babylon. His sons were Shealtiel, 18
birth to four of his sons: Shammua, Malkiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jekamiah,
Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon.
Hoshama, and Nedabiah.
6

19
Nine other sons of David were also
Pedaiah’s sons were Zerubbabel and
born there. They were Ibhar, Elishua, Shimei.
Elphelet, 7 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 8 ElTwo of Zerubbabel’s sons were Meshulishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.
lam and Hananiah, and their sister was
9
In addition to all those sons, David’s Shelomith. 20 Zerubbabel’s ﬁve other sons
slave wives also gave birth to sons. David were Hashubah, Ohel, Berekiah, Hasaalso had a daughter named Tamar.
diah, and Jushab-Hesed.
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21

The sons of Hananiah were Pelatiah
and Jeshaiah. Jeshaiah’s son was Rephaiah. After him, other descendants of Hananiah were Arnan, Obadiah, and Shecaniah.

Koz. Koz was the father of Anub, Hazzobebah, and the ancestor of the clans descended from Aharhel. Aharhel was the
son of Harum.
9

There was another descendant of Judah
Shecaniah’s son was Shemaiah. whose name was Jabez. He was more
Shemaiah’s ﬁve sons were Hattush, Igal, respected than his brothers were. His
Bariah, Neariah, and Shaphat.
mother named him Jabez which means
23
Neariah’s three sons were Elioenai, ‘pain’ because she said, “I was enduring
much pain when I gave birth to him.” 10
Hizkiah, and Azrikam.
One day he prayed to God whom his fel24
Elioenai’s seven sons were Hodaviah, low Israelites worshiped, saying, “Please
Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Dela- greatly bless me and increase my land. Reiah, and Anani.
main with me, and do not allow anyone to
harm me. If you do that for me, I will not
have any pain.” And God did what Jabez
requested him to do.
22

Chapter 4

11

Another descendant of Judah was
Shuhah. His younger brother Kelub was
1
The descendants of Judah were Perez, the father of Mehir. Mehir was the father
of Eshton. 12 Eshton was the father of Beth
Hezron, Karmi, Hur, and Shobal.
Rapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah. Tehinnah
2
Shobal’s son was Reaiah. Reaiah was
started the city of Nahash, but their famithe father of Jahath, and Jahath was the falies lived in a place called Rekah.
ther of Ahumai and Lahad. They were the
13-15
Another descendant of Judah was Jeancestors of the Zorath people group.
phunneh.
His son was Caleb. Caleb’s sons
3
What follows are the names of
were Iru, Elah, and Naam. Elah’s son was
the three men who started the clans that
Kenaz. The sons of Kenaz were Othniel
lived in the city of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma,
and Seraiah.
and Idbash—and they had a sister named
Othniel’s sons were Hathath and
Hazzelelponi. 4 Hur was the ﬁrstborn
son of Ephrathah; he founded the city Meonothai. Meonothai was the father of
of Bethlehem. Hur had these descen- Ophrah.
dants: Penuel and Ezer. Penuel started
Seraiah was the father of Joab.
the clans that lived in the city of Gedor, Joab was the ancestor of the people who
and Ezer started the clans living in the city lived in Craftsmen’s Valley. The valley
of Hushah.
was named that because many of the peoOther clans descended from Judah

Hezron’s son Ashhur, the father of ple who lived there were craftsmen.
Tekoa, had two wives whose names were
16
Another descendant of Judah was JeHelah and Naarah.
hallelel. His sons were Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria,
6
The sons of Asshur and his wife Naarah and Asarel.
were Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and Haa17-18
Another descendant of Judah was
hashtari.
Ezrah. Ezrah’s sons were Jether, Mered,
5

7

The sons of Ashhur and his wife Epher, and Jalon. Mered married Bithiah,
Helah were Zereth, Zohar, Ethnan, 8 and who was the daughter of the king of Egypt.
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The children of Mered and Bithiah were
Miriam, Shammai and Ishbah. Ishbah
was the father of Eshtemoa. Mered had a
wife from Judah. She gave birth to Jered,
Heber, and Jekuthiel. Jered was the father
of Gedor; Heber was the father of Soko,
and Jekuthiel was the father of Zanoah.
19

Hodiah’s wife was Naham’s sister.
Hodiah’s wife was the mother of two sons.
One of them was the father of Keilah, the
ancestor of the Gar people group, and the
other one was the father of Eshtemoa, the
ancestor of the Maacath people group.
20

Another descendant of Judah was Shimon. Shimon’s sons were Amnon, Rinnah,
Ben-Hanan, and Tilon.

children. So the descendants of Simeon
never were as many as the descendants
of his younger brother Judah. 28 The descendants of Simeon lived in these cities
and towns: Beersheba, Moladah, Hazar
Shual, 29 Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, 30 Bethuel,
Hormah, Ziklag, 31 Beth Markaboth, Hazar
Susim, Beth Biri, and Shaaraim. They
lived in those places until David became
king. 32 They also lived in villages near
those towns: Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Token,
and Ashan. 33 There were other villages
where they lived, as far southwest as the
city of Baalath. Those were the places
where they lived, and they wrote down
the names of their family members.
34-38

The men in the following list were the
Another descendant of Judah was leaders of their clans: Meshobab, Jamlech,
Ishi. His descendants were Zoheth and Joshah son of Amaziah, Joel, and Jehu son
Ben-Zoheth.
of Joshibiah. Joshibiah was son of Seraiah
21
One of Judah’s sons was She- and grandson of Asiel. Other clan leadlah. Shelah’s descendants were Er the fa- ers were Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah,
ther of Lekah, Laadah the father of Mare- Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah, and Ziza.
shah and the families of those who made Ziza was son of Shiphi and grandson of
things from linen at Beth Ashbea, 22 Jokim, Allon son of Jedaiah, who was the son of
and the men of the city of Kozeba, and Shimri, who was son of Shemaiah.

Joash and Saraph, two men who married
women from the region of Moab and ruled
in Jashubi Lehem. All their names and
a record of what they did are written in
scrolls. 23 Some of these descendants of
Shelah made pottery for the king. Some of
them lived in the city of Netaim, and some
lived in the city of Gederah.

The members of those families became
very numerous. 39 They went near the
city of Gedor on the east side of the valley to look for pastureland for their ﬂocks
of sheep. 40 They found good pastureland
with plenty of grass. The place was peaceful and quiet.

Previously the descendants of Noah’s son
Simeon’s sons were Nemuel, Jamin, Ham had lived there.
41
But while
Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul.
Hezekiah was the king of Judah, those
25
Shaul’s son was Shallum. Shal- leaders of the tribe of Simeon came to
lum’s son was Mibsam. Mibsam’s son was Gedor and fought against the descendants
of Ham and destroyed their tents. They
Mishma.
also fought against the descendants of
26
Mishma’s son was Hammuel. HamMeun who were living there and they
muel’s son was Zaccur. Zaccur’s son was
killed all of them. So now there are no
Shimei.
descendants of Meun living there. The de27
Shimei had sixteen sons and six daugh- scendants of Simeon started to live there,
ters, but none of his brothers had many because there was good pastureland there
24
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for their sheep.
42

Ishi’s four sons Pelatiah, Neariah,
Rephaiah and Uzziel led ﬁve hundred
other descendants of Simeon and attacked
the people who were living in the hill
country of Edom. 43 They killed the few descendants of Amalek who were still alive.
From that time until now, the descendants
of Simeon have lived in the region of
Edom.

Chapter 5

The names written were: Jeiel (the
leader), then Zechariah, 8 and then Bela
son of Azaz, son of Shema, son of Joel.
Reuben’s clan was very large. Some of
them lived near the city of Aroer as far
north as the city of Nebo and the city of
Baal Meon. 9 Some of them lived further east, as far as the edge of the desert
south of the Euphrates River. They went
there because they had a huge amount of
cattle, with the result that there was not
enough pastureland for them in the region of Gilead.
10

When Saul was king of Israel, the men
in the tribe of Reuben fought against the
descendants of Hagar and defeated them.
These are the descendants of Reuben.
After
that, they lived in the tents that the
1
Reuben was the oldest son of Jacob. descendants of Hagar had lived in previTherefore, he should have received the ously, in all the area east of the region of
special rights that belonged to ﬁrstborn Gilead.
sons. But he slept with his father’s slave
11
The tribe of Gad lived near the
wife, so his father gave those rights to the
sons of his younger brother Joseph. And tribe of Reuben; they lived in the rein the family records, Reuben is not men- gion of Bashan, all the way east to the
12
Joel was their leader;
tioned ﬁrst, as the ﬁrstborn sons always city of Salekah.
2
are. Although Judah became more inﬂu- Shapham was his assistant; other leaders
ential than his brothers, and a ruler of Ju- were Janai and Shaphat in Bashan.
13
dah descended from him, Joseph’s family
Other members of the tribe bereceived the rights that belonged to ﬁrst- longed to seven clans, whose leaders were
born sons. 3 But Reuben was Jacob’s oldest Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jakan,
son.
Zia, and Eber.
14
Reuben’s sons were Hanok, Pallu,
They were descendants of Abihail.
Hezron, and Karmi.
Abihail was son of Huri, Huri was the son
4
Another descendant of Reuben was of Jaroah, Jaroah was the son of Gilead,
Joel. Joel’s son was Shemaiah. Shemaiah’s Gilead was son of Michael, Michael was
son was Gog. Gog’s son was Shimei. 5 the son of Jeshishai, Jeshishai was the son
Shimei’s son was Micah. Micah’s son was of Jahdo, and Jahdo was the son of Buz.

15
Reaiah. Reaiah’s son was Baal. 6 Baal’s son
Ahi was Abdiel’s son. Abdiel was
was Beerah. Beerah was a leader of the Guni’s son. Ahi was the leader of their
tribe of Reuben. But Tiglath-Pileser king clan.
of Assyria captured him and took him to
16
The descendants of Gad lived in the
Assyria.
towns in the regions of Gilead and Bashan,
7
The names of these clans are listed and on all the pastureland on the Plain of
here according to what is written in their Sharon. 17 All of those names were written
in the records of the clans of Gad during
family records.
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the time that Jotham was the king of Judah the one whom their ancestors had worand Jeroboam was the king of Israel.
shiped. They began to worship the gods
that the people of that region had worshiped, the people whom God had enabled
These are the armies of the tribes that them to destroy. 26 So the God whom the
Israelites worshiped incited Pul, the king
lived east of the Jordan River.
of Assyria, to want to conquer those tribes.
18
There were 44,760 soldiers in the tribes Pul’s other name was Tiglath-Pileser. His
of Reuben and Gad and the eastern half army captured the people of the tribes of
of the tribe of Manasseh. They all car- Reuben, Gad, and the eastern half of the
ried shields and swords and bows and tribe of Manasseh, and took them to variarrows. They were all trained to ﬁght ous places in Assyria: Halah, Habor, Hara
well in battles. 19 They attacked the de- and near the Gozan River. They have
scendants of Hagar and the people in the lived in those places from that time to the
cities of Jetur, Naphish, and Nodab. 20 present time.
The men from those three tribes prayed
to God during the battles, requesting him
to help them. So he helped them, because
they trusted in him. He enabled them to
defeat the descendants of Hagar and all
those who were helping them. 21 They These are the descendants of Levi.
took the animals that belonged to the de- 1 Levi’s sons were Gershon, Kohath, and
scendants of Hagar: They took ﬁfty thou- Merari.
sand camels, 250,000 sheep, and two thou2
Kohath’s sons were Amram, Izhar, Hesand donkeys. They also captured 100,000
bron, and Uzziel.
people. 22 But many descendants of Ha3
Amram’s children were Miriam and
gar were killed because God helped the
people of the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and her younger brothers Aaron and Moses.
Manasseh. After that, those three tribes
Aaron’s sons were Nadab, Abihu,
lived in that area until the army of Baby- Eleazar, and Ithamar.
lonia captured them and took them away
4
Eleazar was the father of Phinehas.
to Babylon.
Phinehas was the father of Abishua.

Chapter 6

These are those who lived with eastern
half of the tribe of Manasseh
23

There were many people who belonged
to the eastern half of the tribe of Manasseh. They lived in the region of Bashan
east of the Jordan River, as far north as
Baal Hermon, Senir, and Mount Hermon.
24

Their clan leaders were Epher, Ishi,
Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and
Jahdiel. They were all strong, brave,
and famous soldiers, and leaders of their
25
But they sinned against God,
clans.
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5

Abishua was the father of Bukki.

Bukki was the father of Uzzi.
6

Uzzi was the father of Zerahiah.

Zerahiah was the father of Meraioth.
7

Meraioth was the father of Amariah.

Amariah was the father of Ahitub.
8

Ahitub was the father of Zadok.

Zadok was the father of Ahimaaz.
9

Ahimaaz was the father of Azariah.

Azariah was the father of Johanan.

1 CHRONICLES
10

Johanan was the father of
Azariah. Azariah was a priest in the temple that Solomon commanded to be built
in Jerusalem.
11

Elkanah’s son was Ebiasaph.
Ebiasaph’s son was Assir.
24

Tahath’s son was Uriel.

Azariah was the father of Amariah.

Uriel’s son was Uzziah.

Amariah was the father of Ahitub.
12

Uzziah’s son was Shaul.

Ahitub was the father of Zadok.

25

Zadok was the father of Shallum.
13

Shallum was the father of Hilkiah.

moth,
26

Hilkiah was the father of Azariah.
14

Seraiah was the father of Jozadak.
15
Jozadak was forced to leave his home
when Yahweh sent King Nebuchadnezzar’s army to capture many people in
Jerusalem and other places in Judah and
compel them to go to Babylonia.
16

Levi’s sons were Gershon, Kohath,
and Merari.
Shimei.

27

Jeroham’s son was Elkanah.
28

Samuel’s oldest son was Joel; his other
son was Abijah.
29

Libni’s son was Shimei.
Shimei’s son was Uzzah.
30

Merari’s sons were Mahli and Mushi.

Uzzah’s son was Shimea.

Shimea’s son was Haggiah.

Here is a list of the descendants of Levi,
who became leaders of their clans.
Libni’s son was Jahath.

Merari’s oldest son was Mahli.
Mahli’s son was Libni.

Gershon’s sons were Libni and

Gershon’s oldest son was Libni.

Nahath’s son was Eliab.

Eliab’s son was Jeroham.

Kohath’s sons were Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel.

20

and a son also named Elkana.

Zophai’s son was Nahath.

18

19

Elkanah’s sons were Amasai, Ahi-

Elkanah’s son was Zophai.

Azariah was the father of Seraiah.

17

Assir’s son was Tahath.

Haggiah’s son was Asaiah.
These are the temple musicians.
31

After the sacred chest was brought to
Jerusalem, King David appointed some
21
of the men who were descendants of
Zimmah’s son was Joah.
Levi to be in charge of the music in the
Joah’s son was Iddo.
place where the people worshiped YahIddo’s son was Zerah.
weh. 32 Those musicians ﬁrst sang and
played their instruments in the sacred
Zerah’s son was Jeatherai.
tent, which was also called the tent of
22
Kohath’s other son was Amminadab. meeting, and they continued to do that until Solomon’s workers built the temple of
Amminadab’s son was Korah.
Yahweh in Jerusalem. In all their work,
Korah’s son was Assir.
they obeyed the instructions that David
23
Assir’s son was Elkanah.
had given them.
Jehath’s son was Zimmah.
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33

41

Here is a list of the musicians and their
sons:

Ethni was the son of Zerah.

From Kohath’s descendants there was
Heman, the leader of the singers.

Zerah was the son of Adaiah.
42

Heman was the son of Joel.

Zimmah was the son of Shimei.

Samuel was the son of Elkanah.

43

Elkanah was the son of Jeroham.

Shimei was the son of Jahath.

Jahath was the son of Gershon,

Jeroham was the son of Eliel.

and Gershon was the son of Levi.

Eliel was the son of Toah.
35

Adaiah was the son of Ethan.

Ethan was the son of Zimmah.

Joel was the son of Samuel.
34

Malkijah was the son of Ethni.

44

A group of singers from Merari’s family helped Heman and Asaph. They stood
at the left of Heman. The leader of this
group was Ethan son of Kishi.

Toah was the son of Zuph.

Zuph was the son of Elkanah.
Elkanah was the son of Mahath.

Kishi was the son of Abdi.

Mahath was the son of Amasai.

Abdi was the son of Malluk.

36

Amasai was the son of another man
whose name was Elkanah.

45

Malluk was the son of Hashabiah.

Elkanah was the son of Joel.

Hashabiah was the son of Uzziah.

Joel was the son of Azariah.

Uzziah was the son of Hilkiah.

Azariah was the son of Zephaniah.

46

37

Amzi was the son of Bani.

Zephaniah was the son of Tahath.

Bani was the son of Shemer.

Tahath was the son of Assir.

47

Assir was the son of Ebiasaph.

Mushi was the son of Merari,

Korah was the son of Izhar.

Izhar was the son of Kohath.

Shemer was the son of Mahli.

Mahli was the son of Mushi.

Ebiasaph was the son of Korah.
38

Hilkiah was the son of Amzi.

and Merari was the son of Levi.
48

The other descendants of Levi were
appointed to do other work in the saLevi was the son of Jacob.
cred tent, the place where the people wor39
Heman’s helper was Asaph. His group shiped God.
49
stood at the right side of Heman.
Aaron and his descendants were the
ones who placed on the altar the sacriAsaph was the son of Berekiah.
ﬁces that were to be burned completely,
Berekiah was the son of Shimea.
and they burned incense on another altar.
40
Those sacriﬁces were in order that YahShimea was the son of Michael.
weh would no longer be angry with the
Michael was the son of Baaseiah.
people of Israel for having sinned. Those
Baaseiah was the son of Malkijah.
men also did other work in the very holy
Kohath was the son of Levi.
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place in the sacred tent, obeying the inAltogether, these clans descended
structions that Moses, who served God from Kohath were allotted thirteen cities.
well, had given to them.
61
The other clans descended from Kohath
50
These were the descendants of Aaron: were allotted ten cities from the clans of
the tribe of Manasseh that lived west of
Aaron’s son was Eleazar.
the Jordan River.
Eleazar’s son was Phinehas.
62
The descendants of Gershon were allotted
thirteen cities and towns from the
Phinehas’s son was Abishua.
tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and
51
Abishua’s son was Bukki.
the part of the tribe of Manasseh that lived
in the region of Bashan on the east side of
Bukki’s son was Uzzi.
the Jordan River.
Uzzi’s son was Zerahiah.
63
The descendants of Merari were allot52
Zerahiah’s son was Meraioth.
ted twelve cities and towns from the tribes
of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.
Meraioth’s son was Amariah.
Amariah’s son was Ahitub.
53

Ahitub’s son was Zadok,

and Zadok’s son was Ahimaaz.

64

The leaders of Israel allotted those
towns and the nearby pasturelands to the
descendants of Levi. 65 They also allotted to them the cities and towns from the
tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin
that were listed previously.

This is the land for the descendants of 66 Some of the descendants of Kohath
Levi.
were allotted towns from the tribe of
54
Here is a list of the places where Aaron’s Ephraim.

67
descendants lived. Those who were deThey were allotted Shechem, which
scendants of Kohath were the ﬁrst group was one of the cities to which people could
to be allotted cities to live in.
ﬂee and be protected if they accidentally
killed someone, along with the nearby pas55
They were allotted the city of Hetureland in the hills of Ephraim. They
bron in Judah and the pastureland around
were
also allotted these towns and pasthe city, 56 but the ﬁelds farther from the
tureland near them: Gezer, 68 Jokmeam,
city and the villages near the city were
Beth Horon, 69 Aijalon, and Gath Rimgiven to Caleb’s son of Jephunneh.
mon.
57
The descendants of Aaron who
70
The other descendants of Kohath
were descendants of Kohath were allotted
were allotted the cities of Aner and Bileam
Hebron, one of the cities to which people
and the nearby pastureland from the part
could ﬂee and be protected if they accidenof the tribe of Manasseh that lives west of
tally killed someone. They also were allotthe Jordan River.
ted the towns and pastureland near Libnah, Jattir, Eshtemoa, 58 Hilen, Debir, 59 71 The descendants of Gershon, who were
Ashan, Juttah, and Beth Shemesh. 60 They part of the tribe of Manasseh, lived east
were also allotted the cities of Gibeon, of the Jordan River. They were allotted
Geba, Alemeth, and Anathoth from the the cities and towns and pastureland near
tribe of Benjamin.
them: Golan in the regions of Bashan and
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3

Ashtaroth.

Uzzi’s son was Izrahiah. Izrahiah’s
ﬁve
sons
were Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and
72
From the tribe of Issachar they were
Ishiah. Izrahiah and his sons were all
allotted cities and towns and pastureland
leaders of their clans.
near Kedesh, Daberath, 73 Ramoth, and
4
In the record of Izrahiah’s descenAnem.
dants were the names of thirty-six thou74
From the tribe of Asher they were sand men who were able to be in the army
allotted cities and towns and pastureland because they had many wives and chilnear Mashal, Abdon, 75 Hukok, and Rehob. dren.
76
5
From the tribe of Naphtali they were
In the records of the clans descended
allotted cities and towns and pastureland from Issachar were the names of eightynear Kedesh in the region of Galilee, and seven thousand men able to be in the
the cities of Hammon and Kiriathaim.
army.
77

The other descendants of Levi,
those descended from Merari, were allot- The descendants of Benjamin are listed
ted towns and pasturelands from the tribe next.
of Zebulun near Jokneam, Kartah, Rim6
These are the descendants of Benmono, and Tabor.
jamin. The three sons of Benjamin were
78-79
From the tribe of Reuben Bela, Beker, and Jediael.
they were allotted cities and towns and
7
Bela’s ﬁve sons were Ezbon, Uzzi,
pastureland near Bezer in the wilderness,
Jahzah, Kedemoth, and Mephaath. The Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri. They were all
tribe of Reuben lived east of the Jordan leaders of clans.
In the records of the clans deRiver, across from Jericho.
scended from Bela there were names of
80
From the tribe of Gad, they were
22,034 men who were able to be in the
allotted cities and towns and pastureland
army.
near Ramoth in the region of Gilead, Ma8
Beker’s sons were Zemirah, Joash,
hanaim, 81 Heshbon, and Jazer. Bev
Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeremoth, Abijah,
Anathoth, and Alemeth.

Chapter 7

9

These are the descendants of Issachar.

In the records of the clans descended
from Beker were the names of 20,200 men
and leaders of the clans who were able to
be in the army.

10
Jediael’s son was Bilhan. Bilhan’s sons
Issachar’s four sons were Tola, Puah,
were Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Kenaanah,
Jashub, and Shimron.
Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahishahar.
2
Tola’s sons were Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel,
11
They were all leaders of clans deJahmai, Ibsam, and Samuel. They were all
leaders of the clans descended from them. scended from them.
1

There were 17,200 of them who were
In the record of Tola’s descendants
able
to be in the army.
were the names of 22,600 men who were
12
Shuppim and Huppim were also memable to be in the army during the time that
bers of this clan.
David was the king of Israel.
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One of the descendants of Dan was The descendants of Ephraim are listed
Hushim.
next.
20

The descendants of Naphtali are listed
next.

Ephraim.

13

These are the descendants of Naphtali.
Naphtali’s sons were Jahziel, Guni, Jezer,
and Shillem. They were all descendants
of Jacob’s slave wife Bilhah.

One son of Ephraim was Shuthelah.
Shuthelah’s son was Bered.
Bered’s son was Tahath.
Tahath’s son was Eleadah.
Eleadah’s son was also named Tahath.
21

The descendants of Manasseh are listed
next.

These are the descendants of

Tahath’s son was Zabad.

Zabad’s son was Shuthelah.

Ephraim’s other sons, Ezer and Elead,
went
to the city of Gath to steal some cows
14
These are the descendants of Manand sheep. But they were both killed by
asseh. Manasseh had a slave wife who
some of the men from that city. 22 Their
was from Aram. She was the mother of
father Ephraim cried for them for many
Asriel and Makir.
days, and his family came to comfort him.
23
Makir was the father of Gilead.
Then he and his wife slept to-

Makir had two wives. They were gether again; she became pregnant and
from the clans of Huppim and Shuppim. gave birth to a son. Ephraim named him
Beriah which resembles the word ‘trouOne of Makir’s wives was named ble’ because of the trouble that his famMaacah.
ily had experienced. 24 Ephraim’s daughter was Sheerah. Her workers built three
Makir had another son whose name
towns: Lower Beth Horon, Upper Beth
was Zelophehad. Zelophehad had no sons;
Horon, and Uzzen Sheerah.
he had only daughters.
25
Another son of Ephraim was Rephah.
16
Makir’s wife Maacah gave birth
Rephah’s son was Resheph.
to two sons whom she named Peresh and
Sheresh. Sheresh’s sons were Ulam and
Resheph’s son was Telah.
Rakem.
Telah’s son was Tahan.
17
Ulam’s son was Bedan.
26
Tahan’s son was Ladan.
Those were descendants of Gilead son
Ladan’s son was Ammihud.
of Makir and grandson of Manasseh.
Ammihud’s son was Elishama.
18
Makir’s sister was Hammoleketh, who
27
Elishama’s son was Nun.
was the mother of Ishhod, Abiezer, and
Mahlah.
Nun’s son was Joshua, the man who
led the Israelites after Moses died.
19
Another son of Gilead was Shemida,
whose sons were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, 28 This is a list of the cities and areas where
the descendants of Ephraim lived:
and Aniam.
15
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Bethel and the nearby villages;

40

All those men were descendants of
Asher, and they were all leaders of their
Naaran to the east;
clans. They were brave warriors and exGezer to the west and the nearby vil- cellent leaders. In the record of the clans
lages; and
that are descended from Asher are the
Shechem and the nearby villages. Those names of twenty-six thousand men who
villages extended north as far as Ayyah were able to be in the army.
and the nearby villages.
29

Along the border of the area
where the descendants of Manasseh lived
were these towns: Beth Shan, Taanach,
Megiddo, and Dor, and the nearby vil- These are the descendants of Benjamin.
lages.
1
Benjamin had ﬁve sons: Bela, Ashbel,
The people who lived in all those places Aharah, 2 Nohah, and Rapha.
were descendants of Jacob’s son Joseph.
3
Bela’s sons were Addar, Gera, Abihud,
4
Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah, 5 Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.
These are the descendants of Asher.
6
One of Gera’s sons was Ehud. The
30
Asher’s sons were Imnah, Ishvah,
descendants of Ehud were leaders of their
Ishvi, and Beriah. Their sister was Serah.
clans who lived in the city of Geba, but
31
Beriah’s sons were Heber and Malkiel. they were forced to move to the city of
Manahath. 7 Ehud’s sons were Naaman,
Malkiel was the father of Birzaith
Ahijah, and Gera.
32
Heber was the father of Japhlet,
Gera was the one who led them when
Shomer, and Hotham. Their sister was
they
moved to Manahath. Gera was the faShua.
ther of Uzza and Ahihud.
33
Japhlet’s sons were Pasak, Bimhal,
8-11
Another descendant of Benjamin
and Ashvath.
was Shaharaim. He and his wife Hushim
34
Japhlet’s younger brother was had two sons, Abitub and Elpaal. In
Shomer. Shomer’s sons were Rohgah, the region of Moab, Shaharaim divorced
Hubbah, and Aram.
Hushim and his other wife Baara. Then
35
Shomer’s younger brother was Helem. he married a woman whose name was
Helem’s sons were Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, Hodesh, and they had seven sons: Jobab,
Zibia, Mesha, Malkam, Jeuz, Sakia, and
and Amal.
Mirmah. They were all leaders of their
36
Zophah’s sons were Suah,
clans.
Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah, 37 Bezer,
12-13
Elpaal’s sons were Eber, Misham,
Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran whose
Shemed, Beriah, and Shema. Shemed
other name was Jether, and Beera.
built the cities of Ono and Lod and their
38
Jether’s sons were Jephunneh, Pisnearby villages. Beriah and Shema were
pah, and Ara.
leaders of their clans, who lived in the city
39
Another descendant of Asher was Ulla, of Aijalon. They forced the people who
whose sons were Arah, Hanniel, and Rizia. lived in the city of Gath to leave their city.

Chapter 8
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14-16

36
Beriah’s sons were Ahio, Shashak,
Ahaz was the father of Jehoaddah.
Jeremoth, Zebadiah, Arad, Eder, Michael,
Jehoaddah was the father of Alemeth,
Ishpah, and Joha.
Azmaveth, and Zimri.
17-18
Other descendants of Elpaal were
Zimri was the father of Moza.
also named Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki,
37
Moza was the father of Binea.
Heber,
The son of Binea was Raphah.
Ishmerai, Izliah, and Jobab.

The son of Raphah was Eleasah.
Another descendant of BenThe son of Eleasah was Azel.
jamin was Shimei. Shimei’s descendants
included Jakim, Zicri, Zabdi, Elienai, Zil38
Azel had six sons: Azrikam, Bokeru,
lethai, Eliel, Adaiah, Beraiah, and Shim- Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan.
rath.
39
Azel’s younger brother was Eshek.
22-25
Shashak’s sons were Ishpan,
Eshek’s oldest son was Ulam. His other
Eber, Eliel, Abdon, Zicri, Hanan, Hanasons
were Jeush and Eliphelet.
niah, Elam, Anthothijah, Iphdeiah, and
40
Penuel.
Ulam’s sons were brave warriors and good archers. Altogether they
26-27
Another descendant of
had 150 sons and grandsons.
Benjamin was Jeroham, whose sons
were Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah, All these were the descendants of Benjamin.
Jaareshiah, Elijah, and Zicri.
19-21

28

In the records of these clans it is written
that all those men were leaders of their
clans, and they lived in Jerusalem.
29

Another descendant of Benjamin was
Jeiel. He lived in the city of Gibeon, and he
was the leader of those who lived there.
His wife was Maakah. 30 His oldest son
was Abdon. His other sons were Zur, Kish,
Baal, Ner, Nadab, 31 Gedor, Ahio, Zeker,
and Mikloth.

Chapter 9
1

The names of all the people of Israel
were listed in the scroll named “The
Record of the Kings of Israel.”

Many of the people of Judah were captured and forced to go to Babylon. That
happened because of the sins they had
committed. 2 The ﬁrst people who re32
Mikloth was the father of Shimeah.
turned to Judah many years later and
All these sons of Jeiel also lived near their
lived in their own land and in their
relatives in Jerusalem.
own cities and towns were some Israelite
33
Ner was the father of Kish, and Kish priests, other descendants of Levi, and
men who worked in the temple.
was the father of King Saul.
Saul was the father of Jonathan, Malki- 3 Other people from the tribes of Judah,
Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh also
Shua, Abinadab, and Esh-Baal.
returned to Judah and lived in Jerusalem.
34
Jonathan’s son was Merib-Baal.
What follows is a list of those people of the
Merib-Baal was the father of Micah.
tribe of Judah.
35

4
Micah’s sons were Pithon, Melek,
The tribe of Judah: Uthai son of AmmiTarea, and Ahaz.
hud; Ammihud son of Omri; Omri son of
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Imri; Imri son of Bani; Bani was a descendant of Perez; Perez son of Judah.

Meshillemith son of Immer.
13

Altogether there were 1760 priests
Asaiah and his sons were descendants who returned to Judah. They were leaders
of Shelan. Asaiah was the oldest son in his of their clans, and they all were responsible for doing work in the temple of God.
family.
5

14
From the descendants of Levi who reJeuel and others of his relatives in
turned
to Judah there was: Shemaiah son
Zerah’s clan. There were 690 people in
of Hasshub;
this clan.
6

Hasshub son of Azrikam;

7

From the tribe of Benjamin: Sallu
son of Meshullam; Meshullam son of Hodaviah; Hodaviah son of Hassenuah;
8

Ibneiah son of Jeroham;

Elah son of Uzzi; Uzzi son of Mikri;

Azrikam son of Hashabiah;
Hashabiah was a descendant of Levi’s
youngest son Merari.
15

Other descendants of Levi who reMeshullam son of Shephatiah; Shepha- turned to Judah were: Bakbakkar, Heresh,
Galal, and Mattaniah son of Mika;
tiah son of Reuel; Reuel son of Ibnijah.
Mika son of Zicri;
In other records of the people descended from Benjamin, there are the
Zicri son of Asaph;
names of 956 people who were living in
16
There was also Obadiah son of SheJerusalem. All these were leaders of their
maiah;
clans.
10
Shemaiah son of Galal;
Some of the priests who returned to Ju9

dah were:

Galal son of Jeduthun;

Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, Jakin,
11

and Azariah son of Hilkiah.
Hilkiah son of Meshullam;
Meshullam son of Zadok,

There was also Berekiah son of Asa;
Asa son of Elkanah, who lived in one
of the villages where the Netophath people lived.
17

From the descendants of Levi who
returned to Judah who guarded the temple gates there were Shallum, Akkub, TalMeraioth son of Ahitub;
mon, Ahiman, and some of their relatives.
Ahitub, who was in charge of all the Shallum was their leader. 18 Those gatemen who took care of the temple.
keepers from the tribe of Levi stood at the
12
King’s Gate on the east side of the city:
Adaiah son of Jeroham;
Zadok son of Meraioth;

Jerohamson of Pashhur;

19

Pashhur son of Malchijah;

Kore son of Ebiasaph;
Ebiasaph son of Korah.

Maasai son of Adiel;
Adiel son of Jahzerah;
Jahzerah son of Meshullam;
Meshullam son of Meshillemith;

Shallum son of Kore:

Shallum and his relatives were gatekeepers, and they were responsible to
guard the gates of the temple of Yahweh,
as their ancestors had done.
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20

Previously Phinehas son of Eleazar, hath prepared the new loaves of bread to
had supervised the gatekeepers, and Yah- display before God, the loaves that were
weh was with Phinehas.
placed on the table inside the temple every Sabbath day.
21
Zechariah son of Meshelemiah was
33
Some of the descendants of Levi were
the gatekeeper at the entrance of the temmusicians
who worked in the temple. The
ple.
leaders of those families stayed in the
22
Altogether, there were 212 men who rooms of the temple. They did not do
were chosen to guard the gates. Their any other work in the temple because they
names were written in the records of the they were responsible to serve as musiclans in their villages. King David and the cians day and night.
prophet Samuel appointed those men be- 34
Those are the names of the leaders of
cause those men were dependable. 23 The
work of those gatekeepers and their de- the clans descended from Levi. Their
scendants was to guard the gates of the names were written in the records of the
temple of Yahweh. The temple was built clans. They all lived in Jerusalem.
35
to replace the sacred tent. 24 There were
One of the descendants of Bengatekeepers on each of the four sides of jamin, Jeiel, lived in the city of Gibeon. He
the temple, toward the east, west, north, was the city leader. His wife’s name was
and south. 25 Sometimes it was necessary Maacah.
for the relatives of the gatekeepers who
36
His oldest son was Abdon.
lived in those villages to come and help
His other sons were Zur, Kish, Baal,
them. Each time some of them came, they
26 Ner, Nadab, 37 Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah,
helped the gatekeepers for seven days.
There were four descendants of Levi who and Mikloth.
38
worked every day, and they supervised
Mikloth was the father of Shimeam.
the gatekeepers. They also took care of the Jeiel’s family lived near their relatives in
storerooms and other rooms in the temple Jerusalem.
of God. 27 They remained awake all during
39
Ner was the father of Kish. Kish
the night to guard the temple, and each
was
the
father of King Saul. Saul was the
morning they opened the gates.
father of Jonathan, Malki-Shua, Abinadab,
28
Some of the gatekeepers took care of the and Esh-Baal.
articles that were in the temple. They also
40
Jonathan’s son was Merib-Baal.
took care of the ﬂour, wine, olive oil, inMerib-Baal was the father of Mikah.
cense, and spices that were used in the
41
Mikah’s sons were Pithon, Melek,
sacriﬁces. 29 Other gatekeepers were appointed to take care of the other things in Tahrea, and Ahaz.
30
42
the temple.
But some of the priests
Ahaz was the father of Jadah. Jadah
had the work of mixing the spices. 31 was the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth, and
There was a descendant of Levi named Zimri.
Mattithiah, the oldest son of Shallum, who
Zimri was the father of Moza. 43 Moza
was a descendant of Korah. He was very
dependable so they gave him the work of was the father of Binea.
baking the bread that was used in the ofThe son of Binea was Rephaiah. The
32
Some of the gate- son of Rephaiah was Eleasah. The son of
ferings on the altar.
keepers who were descended from Ko- Eleasah was Azel.
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44

Azel had six sons: Azrikam, Bokeru, news throughout their own area, to their
Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. idols and to the other people. They put
Saul’s armor in the temple where their
idols were, and they hung Saul’s head in
the temple of their god Dagon.

Chapter 10

11

All the people who lived in Jabesh
in the region of Gilead heard what the
Philistines had done to Saul’s corpse. 12
So the bravest men of Jabesh went and
got the corpses of Saul and his sons and
brought them back to Jabesh. They buried
their bones under a large tree in Jabesh.
Then the people of Jabesh fasted for seven
days.

1

The army of Philistia again fought
against the Israelites. The Israelite soldiers ran away from them, and many Israelites were killed on Mount Gilboa. 2
The soldiers of Philistia caught up with
Saul and his sons, and they killed his sons
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malki-Shua. 3
The ﬁghting was very ﬁerce around Saul,
and the archers shot Saul and wounded 13 Saul died because he did not faithfully
him severely.
obey what Yahweh told him to do. He
4
Saul said to the man who was carrying even went to a woman who talks to the
his weapons, “Take out your sword and spirits of dead14people and asked her what
kill me with it, in order that these heathen he should do, instead of asking Yahweh
Philistines will not be able to injure me what he should do. So Yahweh caused
further and make fun of me while I am dy- him to die, and he appointed David son of
ing.” But the man who was carrying Saul’s Jesse, to be the king of Israel.

weapons was terriﬁed and refused to do
that. So Saul took his own sword and fell
on it and died.

Chapter 11

5

When the man carrying his weapons saw
that Saul was dead, he also threw himself 1 Then the people of Israel came to David
on his own sword and died. 6 So Saul and at the city of Hebron and said to him, ”Listhree of his sons all died, and none of his ten, we have the same ancestors that you
have. 2 In the past, when Saul was our
descendants ever became king.
king, it was you who led our Israelite sol7
When the Israelites who were living in
diers in our battles. You are the one to
the valley saw that their army had run
whom Yahweh our God promised, ‘You
away and that Saul and his three sons
will be the leader of my people; you will
were dead, they left their towns and ran
be their king.’”
away. Then the soldiers from Philistia
3
So all the Israelite elders came to David
came and occupied those towns.
at Hebron. There David made a sacred
8
The next day, when the Philistines came
agreement with them while Yahweh was
to take away the weapons of the dead Islistening. They anointed him with olive
raelite soldiers, they found the corpses of
oil to set him apart to be the king of the
Saul and his three sons on Mount Gilboa.
Israelite people. That is what Yahweh had
9
They took the clothes off Saul’s corpse
previously told the prophet Samuel would
and cut off his head and took it and Saul’s
happen.
armor. 10 Then they sent messengers
throughout their land, to proclaim the 4 David and all the Israelite soldiers went
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to Jerusalem. At that time, Jerusalem was
called Jebus, and the people who lived
there were the Jebus people group. 5 They
said to David, “Your soldiers will not be
able to get inside our city!” But David’s
soldiers captured the city, even though it
had strong walls around it, and since then
it has been called the city of David.
6

What happened was this: David said to
his soldiers, “The one who leads our soldiers to attack the Jebus people group will
become the commander of all my army.”
Joab son of Zeruiah, led the soldiers, so he
became the commander of all the army.
7

After they captured the city with its
strong walls around it, David moved there.
That is why they named it the city of David.
8
David’s workers rebuilt the city, starting
where the land was ﬁlled in and extending to the wall that was around the city.
Joab’s men repaired the other parts of the
city. 9 David became more and more powerful because Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, was with him.
10

and fought to defend it and killed many of
the soldiers of Philistia. Yahweh enabled
them to win a great victory on that day.
15

One time three of David’s thirty greatest warriors came to David when he was
camping next to the huge rock outside the
cave near Adullam. At that same time,
the army of Philistia had camped in the
Valley of Rephaim. 16 David was in a
fortress, and some of the soldiers of Philistia were occupying Bethlehem. 17 One
day David very much wanted some water
to drink and said, “I wish that someone
would bring me some water from the well
near the gate at Bethlehem!” 18 So the
three greatest warriors forced through
the camp of Philistia soldiers and drew
some water from the well, and brought it
to David. But he would not drink it. Instead, he poured it out on the ground to
be an offering to Yahweh. 19 He said, “Yahweh, it would certainly not be right for me
to drink this water! That would be like
drinking the blood of these men who were
willing to die for me!” So he refused to
drink it.

Yahweh had promised that David would
become the king. And all the Israelite peoThat was one of the things that David’s
ple were happy that David was their king.
three greatest warriors did.
There were many soldiers who helped 20
Joab’s younger brother Abishai was
David’s kingdom to remain strong. 11 This
the leader of the greatest warriors (called
is a list of David’s most outstanding war“The Three”) and they gave him the great
riors:
honor. One time Abishai fought three
Jashobeam was from the Hachmon clan. hundred enemy soldiers with his spear,
He was the leader of the oﬃcers. One time and he killed them all. 21 So he became
he fought against three hundred enemies as famous as the three greatest warriors
and killed them all with his spear.
(called “The Three”). He became their
commander, even though “The Three” did
12
Next was Eleazar son of Dodo, from
not count him in their number.
the clan of Ahoh. He was one of David’s
three mighty men. 13 One day he was with 22 Jehoiada’s son Benaiah was a brave solDavid at Pas Dammim when the soldiers dier from the city of Kabzeel who did great
of Philistia gathered there for the battle. deeds. He killed two of the best warriors
There was a ﬁeld of barley there. At ﬁrst from the Moab people group. One day
the Israelite soldiers ran away from the he went down into a pit when snow was
soldiers of Philistia, 14 but then David and falling on the ground and killed a lion
Eleazar stopped in the middle of the ﬁeld there. 23 He also killed a soldier from
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Egypt who was two and one-third meters
tall. The soldier from Egypt carried a
spear that was as long as a weaver’s rod.
Benaiah had only a club, but he grabbed
the other man’s spear and killed him with
it. 24 Those are some of the things that
Benaiah did. So he became as famous as
the three greatest warriors. 25 He was
more honored that the other members of
the group of thirty great warriors, but he
did not become a member of the group of
three most outstanding warriors. David
appointed him to be the leader of his bodyguards.
26

These are the names of the great warriors:
Asahel, younger brother of Joab;

35

Eliphal son of Ur;
36

Shammoth, from the Harod;

37

Naarai son of Ezbai;
38

Mibhar son of Hagri;
39

group;

Zelek from the Ammon people

Naharai, the man who carried Joab’s
weapons, from Beeroth;
40

Ira and Gareb from Jattir;

Zabad son of Ahlai;

Ira son of Ikkesh, from Tekoa;

42

Adina son of Shiza, a leader from the
tribe of Reuben, who had thirty soldiers
with him;

Sibbekai, from Hushah;

Ilai from Ahoh;
30

Joel the younger brother of Nathan;

Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, from
the Heth people group;

Abiezer, from Anathoth;
29

Hezro from Carmel;

41

Helez, from the Pelon;
28

Hepher from the Mekerath clan;

Ahijah from the Pelon;

Elhanan son of Dodo, from Bethlehem;
27

Ahiam son of Sharar from Harar;

43

Maharai, from Netophah;

Heled, theson of Baanah, also from
Netophah;

Hanan son of Maacah;

Joshaphat from Mithna;
44

31

Uzzia from Ashterath;

Ithai, son of Ribai, from Gibeah in
Shama and Jeiel, sons of Hotham, from
the land that belonged to the tribe of BenAroer.
jamin;
45
Jediael son of Shimri
Benaiah, from Pirathon town;
and his younger brother Joha, from
Hurai, from the valleys near Mount
Tiz town;
Gaash;
32

Abiel from the clan of Arabah;
33

46

Azmaveth, from Baharum;

Jeribai and Joshaviah, sons of Elnaam;

Eliahba, from Shaalbon;
34

Harar;

Eliel from Mahavah;

Ithmah from the Moab;

The sons of Hashem from Gizon;
Jonathan son of Shagee from the
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Chapter 12

10

Next was Mishmannah.

Next was Jeremiah.

1

11
David went to the city of Ziklag to escape
Next was Attai.
from King Saul. While he was there, many
Next was Eliel.
warriors came and joined him, and they
12
helped him when he fought battles. 2 They
Next was Johanan.
carried bows and arrows. They were able
Next was Elzabad.
to shoot arrows and to sling stones. They
13
Next was another man whose name
could use either their right arms or their
left arms to do that. They were relatives was Jeremiah.
of Saul from the tribe of Benjamin.
The last was Macbannai.
3
Their leader was Ahiezer. Next in com- 14 Those men from the tribe of Gad were
mand was Joash. They were both sons of all army oﬃcers. Some of them comShemaah from the city of Gibeah. These manded one thousand soldiers, and some
are the names of some of those warriors: of them commanded one hundred sol-

diers. 15 They crossed to the west side of
the Jordan River during March, at the time
Berakah;
of the year when the river was ﬂooded.
Jehu from the city of Anathoth;
They chased from there all the people who
4
Ishmaiah from the city of Gibeon, who lived in the valleys on both sides of the
was the leader of the thirty greatest war- river.
16
riors;
Some other men from the tribe of Benjamin
and from Judah also came to David
Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, and Jozin his fortress. 17 David went out of the
abad from the city of Gederah;
cave to meet them and said to them, “If
5
Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, you have come peacefully to help me, I
and Shephatiah from the city of Haruph; am eager to have to join with me. But if
6
Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer and you have come to enable my enemies to
Jashobeam, who were descendants of Ko- capture me, even though I have not done
anything to harm you, I hope that the God
rah;
whom our ancestors worshiped will see it
7
Joelah and Zebadiah, sons of Jeroham,
and condemn you.”
from the city of Gedor.
18
Then God’s Spirit came on Amasai, who
8
Some men from the tribe of Gad east
was the leader of the thirty greatest warof the Jordan River joined David when
riors, and he said,
he was at his fortress in the caves in the
”David, we want to be with you;
desert. They were brave warriors who
were trained for ﬁghting battles and able
you who are the son of Jesse, we will
to use shields and spears well. They were join you.
as ﬁerce as lions, and they could run as
We know that things will go very well
fast as deer on the hills.
for
you and for those who are with you,
9
Ezer was their leader.
because your God is helping you.”
Next in command was Obadiah.
So David welcomed those men, and he apNext was Eliab.
pointed them to be leaders of his soldiers.
Jeziel and Pelet, sons of Azmaveth;
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Some men from the tribe of Manasseh
also joined David when he went with the
soldiers of Philistia to ﬁght against Saul’s
army. But David and his men did not really help the army of Philistia. After the
leaders of Philistia talked about David and
his soldiers, they sent David away. They
said, “If David joins his master Saul again,
we will all be killed.” 20 When David went
to Ziklag, these were the men from the
tribe of Manasseh who went with him:
Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, another
man whose name was Jozabad, Elihu, and
Zillethai. Each of them had been a commander of one thousand men in Saul’s
21
army.
They were all brave soldiers,
and they helped David to ﬁght against the
groups of men who roamed throughout
the country, robbing people. So those men
became commanders in David’s army. 22
Every day more men joined David’s men,
and his army became large, like the army
of God.

the tribe of Benjamin who were Saul’s
relatives. Most of them had previously
wanted one of Saul’s descendants to be the
king.
30

There were 20,800 men from the
tribe of Ephraim who were all brave warriors and trained for ﬁghting battles and
famous in their own clans.
31

There were eighteen thousand men
from the half of the tribe of Manasseh that
lived west of the Jordan River. They were
all chosen to go and help David become
the king.
32

There were two hundred men who
were leaders from the tribe of Issachar
along with their relatives. They always
knew what the Israelites should do, and
they knew the right time to do it. Their
relatives were with them, commanded by
their leaders.
33

There were ﬁfty-ﬁve thousand men
from the tribe of Zebulun. They were all
23
These are the numbers of soldiers who experienced warriors and knew how to
were ready for battle who joined David use all kinds of weapons well. They were
at the city of Hebron. They came to help completely loyal to David.
him to become the king of Israel instead
34
There were one thousand oﬃcers
of Saul, as Yahweh had promised would
from the tribe of Naphtali. With them
happen.
were thirty-seven thousand soldiers, each
24
There were 6,800 men from Judah, carrying shields and spears.
who carried shields and spears.
35
There were 28,600 soldiers from the
25
There were 7,100 men from the tribe tribe of Dan, all trained to ﬁght battles.
of Simeon. They were all strong warriors
36
There were forty-seven thousand extrained to ﬁght battles.
perienced soldiers from the tribe of Asher,
26
There were 4,600 men from the tribe all trained to ﬁght battles.
of Levi.
37
There were also 120,000 soldiers
27
Jehoiada, who was a leader de- from the area east of the Jordan River who
scended from Aaron, was in that group of joined David. They were from the tribes of
descendants of Levi, and there were 3,700 Reuben, Gad, and the eastern half of the
men with him.
tribe of Manasseh. They had all kinds of
28
Zadok, a strong young soldier, was weapons.
also in that group, and there were 22 other 38 All those men were soldiers who volunleaders from his clan who came with him. teered to be in David’s army. They came
29

There were three thousand men from to Hebron wanting very much to enable
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David to be the king of all of the Israelite
people. 39 The men spent three days
there with David, eating and drinking, because their families had given them food
to take with them. 40 Also, their fellow Israelites came from as far away as the area
where the tribes of Issachar, Zebulun, and
Naphtali lived, bringing food on donkeys,
camels, mules, and oxen. They brought a
lot of ﬂour, ﬁg cakes, raisins, wine, olive
oil, cattle and sheep. And throughout Israel, the people were very joyful.

Chapter 13
1

One day David talked with all his army
oﬃcers. Some of them were commanders of one hundred soldiers and some
were commanders of one thousand soldiers. 2 Then he summoned the other Israelite leaders and said to all of them, ”If
it seems to you to be a good thing for us
to do, and if it is what Yahweh our God
wants, let us send a message to our fellow
Israelites in all the areas of our country,
including the priests and descendants of
Levi who are living among them in their
towns and in the nearby pasturelands, to
come and join us, 3 because we want to
bring the sacred chest of our God back to
us. While Saul was the king, we did not
ask God what we should do.” 4 All the people agreed with David, because they all
thought that it was the right thing to do.
5

was above the lid of the sacred chest, and
the sacred chest belongs to Yahweh.
7

The people put the sacred chest on a new
cart and carried it from Abinadab’s house.
Uzzah and Ahio were guiding the oxen
that were pulling the cart. 8 David and
all the Israelite people were celebrating in
God’s presence. They were singing with
all their strength, and playing lyres, harps,
tambourines, and cymbals, and blowing
trumpets.
9

But when David’s men came to the place
where Kidon threshed grain, the oxen
stumbled. So Uzzah reached out with his
hand to prevent the sacred chest from
falling off the cart. 10 Yahweh immediately became very angry with Uzzah, and
as he was watching, he suddently killed
Uzzah. This was because Uzziah had put
his hand on the sacred chest, although
Yahweh had commanded that only the descendants of Levi who help the priests
should touch the sacred chest.
11

David was angry because Yahweh had
punished Uzzah. And now that place
where Uzzah died is called “The Punishment of Uzzah.”
12

That day, David was afraid of God. He
asked himself, ”How can I bring God’s sacred chest to my city? 13 So the men
with David did not take the sacred chest
to Jerusalem. Instead, they took it to the
house of Obed Edom, who was from the
city of Gath. 14 The sacred chest stayed
with Obed Edom’s family in his house for
three months. During that time Yahweh
blessed Obed Edom’s family and everything that he owned.

So David gathered all the Israelite people, from the Shihor River in Egypt to the
city of Lebo Hamath in the north, and told
them that he wanted them to help bring
the sacred chest of God back to Jerusalem
from the city of Kiriath Jearim. 6 David
went with all the Israelite people to the
city of Baalah, which is another name for
Kiriath Jearim, to get the sacred chest. The
people believed that God ruled from be- 1 One day Hiram, the king of the city of
tween the statues of winged creatures that Tyre, sent some messengers to David to

Chapter 14
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talk about making an agreement between
their countries. Then Hiram sent cedar
logs, bricklayers, and carpenters to build
a palace for David. 2 When that happened,
David knew that Yahweh had truly caused
him to be the king of Israel, and that he
had caused his kingdom to be greatly respected. Yahweh did this because he loved
his Israelite people.

David prayed to God to ask him what he
should do, and God replied, saying ”Do not
attack the army of Philistia from the front.
Instead, go around them, and attack them
from the rear in front of the balsam trees.
15
When you hear something in the tops of
the balsam trees that sounds like soldiers
marching, attack them. I, God, will have
gone ahead of you to enable you to defeat
the army of Philistia.” 16 So David did what
3
David married more women in
God commanded him to do, and he and
Jerusalem, and those women gave birth
his army defeated the army of Philistia, all
to more sons and daughters for him. 4
the way from the city of Gibeon west to the
The names of the children that were born
city of Gezer.
to him there in Jerusalem are Shammua,
Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 5 Ibhar, El- 17 So David became famous in all the
ishama, Elpelet, 6 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, nearby countries, and Yahweh caused the
7
Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet.
leaders of all the nations to be afraid of
him.
8
When the army of Philistia heard that
David has been appointed to be king of
all of Israel, they went to try to capture
him. But David heard that they were coming, so he and his soldiers went out to
ﬁght against them. 9 The army of Philis1
David commanded his workers to build
tia had attacked the people in the Valley
of Rephaim southwest of Jerusalem and houses for himself in Jerusalem. He also
had robbed them. 10 David asked God, told them to set up a tent in which to put
2
“Should my men and I go and attack the the sacred chest. He said, “Only the dearmy of Philistia? If we go, will you enable scendants of Levi are permitted to carry
God’s sacred chest, because they are the
us to defeat them?”
ones whom Yahweh chose to carry it and
Yahweh replied, “Yes, go, and I will enable to serve him forever.”
you to defeat them.”
3
David summoned all the people of Israel
11
So David and his men went up to a town to come to Jerusalem. He wanted the sawhere the soldiers of Philistia were stay- cred chest of Yahweh to be put in the place
ing and defeated the soldiers of Philistia. that he had made for it. 4 He summoned
Then David said, “God has completely de- the descendants of Aaron, who was the
feated my enemies by using me and my ﬁrst high priest, and the descendants of
army.” So they named that place “Baal Levi.
Perazim,” which means “The Lord breaks
through.” 12 As the soldiers of Philistia 5 120 descendants of Kohath, who was
ﬂed, they left their idols there. So David Levi’s second son, came, with Uriel their
commanded his soldiers to burn those leader.
idols.
6
There were 220 descendants of Mer13
But soon the army of Philistia attacked ari, Levi’s third son, who came, with Asathe people in that valley again. 14 So again iah their leader.

Chapter 15
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7

There were 130 descendants of Ger- atives Asaph and Ethan. Heman son of
shon, Levi’s ﬁrst son, who came, with Joel Joel; Asaph son of Berekiah. Ethan son
their leader.
of Kushaiah, was a descendant of Mer18
There was also another group of
8
Also, there were 200 people from ari.
descendants
of Levi who were appointed:
Elizaphan’s clan who came, with ShemaZechariah, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel,
iah their leader.
Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mat9
There were 80 people from Hebron’s tithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, and two of
clan who came, with Eliel their leader.
the temple gatekeepers, Obed Edom and
10
Jeiel.
And there were 112 people from
Uzziel’s clan who came, with Amminadab 19 Heman, Asaph and Ethan sang, but
their leader.
also played bronze cymbals. 20 Zechariah,
11

David summoned the priests Zadok and
Abiathar and these descendants of Levi:
Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and
Amminadab. 12 David said to them, ”You
are the leaders of the clans descended
from Levi. You and the other descendants
of Levi must purify yourselves, in order
to be able to do this special work for Yahweh. You must bring the sacred chest of
Yahweh, the God of us Israelites, up to
the place that I have made for it here in
Jerusalem. 13 The ﬁrst time that we tried
to bring it, we did not ask Yahweh how we
should carry it. You descendants of Levi
were not the ones who carried it, so Yahweh our God punished us.”
14

Then the priests and the descendants of
Levi performed the rituals to purify themselves, in order that it would be proper
for them to do the work of carrying the
sacred chest of Yahweh, the God of the Israelite people. 15 The descendants of Levi
fastened poles to the sacred chest so that
they could carry it by fastening poles to it
and putting it on their shoulders, as Moses
had commanded, and as Yahweh had said
that they should.
16

David told the leaders of the descendants of Levi to appoint some of their relatives to sing and play lyres, harps, and
cymbals, and to sing joyful songs while
they were carrying the sacred chest.
17

So they appointed Heman and his rel-

Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab,
Maaseiah, and Benaiah played lyres. 21
Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed
Edom, Jeiel and Azaziah played harps. 22
Kenaniah, the leader of the descendants
of Levi, directed the singing because he
was very capable of doing that.
23

Berekiah and Elkanah were two of the
men who guarded the sacred chest. 24 The
priests Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel,
Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer
were appointed to blow trumpets in front
of the sacred chest. Obed Edom and Jehiah also guarded the sacred chest.
25

David and the Israelite leaders and the
oﬃcers who commanded one thousand
soldiers went to get the sacred chest. They
went to bring it from Obed Edom’s house.
They went very joyfully. 26 God helped
the descendants of Levi who carried the
sacred chest of Yahweh; therefore David
and the leaders sacriﬁced seven bulls and
27
All the
seven rams to thank him.
descendants of Levi who carried the sacred chest, all the singers, and Kenaniah,
the man who directed those who sang, all
wore robes of ﬁne white linen and sacred
vests made of ﬁne linen. David also wore
a waistcloth made of white linen. 28 So
all the of Israelite people joined in bringing the sacred chest up to Jerusalem. They
shouted, blew horns and trumpets, and
played cymbals, lyres, and harps.
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29

While they were bringing the sacred
Those who want to know Yahweh
chest into Jerusalem, Saul’s daughter better should rejoice.
Michal watched them, looking out of a
11
Ask Yahweh to help you and give you
window. When she saw King David danc- his strength,
ing and celebrating, she despised him.
and always seek to be with him!
12

Do not forget the wonderful things
that he has done,

Chapter 16

the miracles and the just laws that he
has
decreed
for us.
They brought the sacred chest to
13
Jerusalem and put it inside the sacred tent
We people are the descendants of his
that David had told his workers to set up. servant Jacob;
Then they brought offerings to be comwe are the people of Israel whom he
pletely burned on the altar and offerings
has
chosen.
to enable them to promise friendship with
14
God. 2 When David had ﬁnished presentYahweh is our God.
ing all those offerings, he asked Yahweh to
His just laws are known by people
bless the people. 3 He gave a loaf of bread,
throughout the world.
some dates, and some raisins to every Is15
He never forgets the covenants that
raelite man and woman who was there.
he has made;
4
Then David appointed some of the dehe made a promise that will last for a
scendants of Levi to stand in front of the
thousand
generations.
sacred tent in which the sacred chest had
16
been placed, to lead the people who worThat is the covenant that he made
shiped and thanked and praised Yahweh, with Abraham,
the God of the Israelite people. 5 Asaph,
and he repeated that covenant to
who played the cymbals, was their leader.
Isaac.
Zechariah was his assistant. The other
17
It was an covenant for the Israelite
descendants of Levi who helped Asaph
were Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mat- people,
tithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-Edom, and
and he wanted that covenant to enJeiel. They played lyres and harps. 6 Be- dure forever.
naiah and Jahaziel were priests who blew
18
What he said was, ”I will give the retrumpets frequently in front of the sacred
gion
of
Canaan to you,
tent in which was the sacred chest.
to belong to you and your descendants
7
On that day, David gave to Asaph and his
forever.”
helpers this psalm to praise Yahweh:
1

8

19

Thank Yahweh and pray to him.

Tell the people of all nations what he
has done.
9

Sing to him; sing songs to praise him.
Tell about all his miraculous deeds.

10

When Yahweh’s people were only a
few in number,

a tiny group of people who were living
in that land like strangers,
20

they continued to wander from one
place to another,

Be glad that you belong to him.

from one kingdom to another.
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them,
them,

He did not allow others to oppress
and he warned kings by saying to

He put the earth ﬁrmly in its place;
and nothing ever will be able to move it.
31

Everything in the sky and on the earth
should be happy.

People everywhere should say, “Yah”Do not harm the people whom I have
weh
is
our king!”
chosen!
22

32

Do not harm my prophets!”
23

You people throughout the world, sing
to Yahweh.
Every day proclaim to others that he
has saved us.

The oceans and all the creatures that
are in the oceans should shout;
the ﬁelds and everything that is in
them should rejoice.
33

When they do that, it will be as though
the trees in the forest will sing joyfully in
24
Tell among the nations that he is great; front of Yahweh.
tell all the people groups the marThat will happen when he comes to
velous things that he has done.
judge everyone on the earth.
25

34
Yahweh is great, and he deserves to
Thank Yahweh, because everything
be praised very much.
that he does is good.
He should be revered more than all
He faithfully loves us forever.
the gods,
35
Say to him, ”God, you are the one who
26
because all the gods that the other rescues us,
people groups worship are only idols,
so gather us together and save us from
but Yahweh is truly great; he created the armies of other nations.
the skies.
When you do that, we will thank you ,
27
God shows his splendor and majesty;
and we will be happy to praise you.”
they shine from where he rules.
36
Praise Yahweh, the God of us Israelite
Strength and beauty are in the place people,
where he lives.
He has always existed, and he will
28
You people in nations all over the exist forever.
world, praise Yahweh!
After the people ﬁnished singing that song,
Praise Yahweh for his glorious power! they all said “Amen!”, and they praised
37
29
Then David left Asaph and the
Praise Yahweh with the glory his Yahweh.
other members of his clan there in front
name deserves.
of the tent in which Yahweh’s sacred chest
Come before him with offerings to
had been placed. He told them that they
give to him!
must do their work there every day. 38
Bow down and worship Yahweh be- David also left Obed Edom and 68 other
cause he is holy and his holiness shines descendants of Levi to work with them.
out from him with wonderful beauty.
Hosah and Obed Edom guarded the en30
Be very afraid in his presence, be- trances of the sacred tent.

cause he is good and powerful, completely 39 David also told Zadok the high priest
and the other priests who worked with
different than you.
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him to remain in front of Yahweh’s sacred
tent, at the place where the Israelite people worshiped Yahweh there in the city
of Gibeon. 40 Every morning and every
evening they burned offerings on the altar, obeying the rules that had been written by Moses, rules that Yahweh had given
to the Israelite people. 41 With them were
Heman and Jeduthun and other descendants of Levi. They were chosen to sing
songs to praise Yahweh because he faithfully loves his people forever. 42 Heman
and Jeduthun were appointed to play the
trumpets and cymbals when the other descendants of Levi sang sacred songs. The
sons of Jeduthun were appointed to guard
the gates of the sacred tent.

other places. 6 Wherever I went with all
the Israelites as they traveled, I never said
to any of their leaders whom I appointed
to lead them, “Why have you not built me
a temple made of cedar wood?”’
7

Therefore, this is what you should say
to my servant David: ’I, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, took you from
a pasture where you were taking care of
sheep, and I appointed you to be the ruler
of my Israelite people. 8 I have been with
you wherever you have gone, and I have
gotten rid of all your enemies who were
in front of you. And now I will cause you
to become very famous, as well known as
the names of the greatest men who have
ever lived on the earth. 9-10 Formerly, dur43
Then all the people left. They all ing the time that I appointed leaders for
returned to their homes, and David re- my Israelite people, many violent groups
turned home to ask Yahweh to bless his oppressed them. But this will not happen
anymore. I have chosen a place where my
family.
Israelite people can live peacefully and no
one will disturb them anymore. I will give
them rest from being attacked by their enemies. And I will defeat all your enemies.

Chapter 17
1

After David began to live in his palace,
he said to the prophet Nathan, “It does not
seem right that I am here living in a palace
made of cedar wood, but Yahweh’s sacred
chest is kept inside a tent!”
2

Nathan replied to David, “Whatever you
are thinking about doing, do it, because
God is with you.”
3

But that night God spoke to Nathan. He
said,
4

I declare to you that I, Yahweh,
will enable your descendants to rule after
you die. 11 When your life ends and you
die and go to be with your ancestors who
have died, I will appoint one of your sons
to become king, and I will enable his kingdom to be strong. 12 He is the one who
will arrange for a temple to be built for me.
And I will make the rule of one of his descendants so strong that it will last forever.
13
I will be like a father to him, and it will
be as though he is a son to me. I stopped
loving Saul, the one who was the king before you became king, but I will never stop
loving your son. 14 I will cause him to rule
over my people and his kingdom will endure forever.’”

”Go and tell my servant David that
this is what I, Yahweh, am saying to him:
’You are not the one who should build a
temple for me to live in. 5 I have not
lived in any building, from the day that
I brought the people of Israel up out of 15
So Nathan reported to David everything
Egypt until now. Instead, I have lived in
that Yahweh had revealed to him.
my sacred tent, moving from one place
to another when the Israelites moved to 16 Then David went into the sacred tent
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and sat in the presence of Yahweh, and cause that forever there will be descenprayed this:
dants of mine who will rule.
25
You, my God, have revealed
”Yahweh my God, I am certainly not
to
me
that
you
will cause some of my deworthy for you to have done of all these
things for me, and my family is not wor- scendants to become kings. So I am brave
enough to pray like this to you. 26 Yahthy, either.
weh, you are God! You have promised to
17
And O God, now, in addition to do these good things for me. 27 And now
everything else, you have spoken about you, Yahweh, have promised to bless my
what will happen to my descendants in descendants, in order that they will conthe future for many generations. Yahweh tinue to rule forever. That will happen bemy God, you have acted toward me as cause you, Yahweh, are the one who has
though I was the most important man on blessed them, and you will keep blessing
the earth!
them forever.”
18
What more can I, David, say to
you for honoring me? Yahweh, you know
what kind of person I am. 19 You have
done all this, Yahweh, and because it is
what you wanted to do. You have done 1
these great things for me and you have re- Some time later, David’s army attacked
vealed to me these things that you have the army of Philistia and defeated them.
promised to do for me, because you love They captured the city of Gath and the surrounding villages.
me.
2
His army also defeated the army of
20
Yahweh, you are great. There is no
The people
one like you. Only you are God, which is the Moab people group.
what we have always heard. 21 And there were forced to accept David to be their
is no nation in the world like Israel. Is- ruler, and also to pay money each year to
rael is the only nation on the earth whose David’s government, in order that David’s
people you went out to rescue. You per- army would protect them.

Chapter 18

formed great and awesome miracles, rescuing our ancestors from being slaves in
Egypt, expelling the people of other people groups who were in Canaan. 22 You
have caused us your Israelite people to
belong to you forever, and you, Yahweh,
have become our God!

3

David’s army also fought against the
army of Hadadezer, the king of the region
of Zobah in Aram near the city of Hamath,
when Hadadezer was trying to establish
control over the area near the Euphrates
River. 4 David’s army captured one thousand of Hadadezer’s chariots, seven thousand chariot drivers, and twenty thou23
And now Yahweh, I pray that
sand soldiers. They hamstrung most of
you will cause the things that you have
their horses; there were only one hundred
promised about me and my descendants
horses that they did not cripple.
to be fulﬁlled forever, and do the things
that you have said that you would do. 24 5 When the army of Aram came from
When that happens, you will be famous the city of Damascus to help Hadadezer’s
forever. And people will exclaim, ‘Yah- army, David’s soldiers killed twenty-two
weh, commander of the angel armies, is thousand of them. 6 Then David stationed
the God who rules Israel!’ And you will groups of his soldiers in Damascus, and
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the people of Aram were forced to accept David to be their ruler, and to pay
to David’s government each year the payment that he demanded. And Yahweh enabled David’s army to win battles everywhere they went.
7

David soldiers took the gold shields
that were carried by the oﬃcers of
Hadadezer’s army and brought them to
Jerusalem. 8 They also brought from
Tebah and Kun, two cities that belonged to
Hadadezer, a lot of bronze, which David’s
son Solomon later used to make the huge
bronze basin called “The Sea” and the pillars and other bronze items for the temple.

Zadok son of Ahitub and Ahimelech son of
Abiathar were the high priests. Shavsha
was the oﬃcial secretary. 17 Benaiah son
of Jehoiada ruled over the Kereth and
Peleth groups who were David’s bodyguards. And David’s sons were his most
important oﬃcials.

Chapter 19
1

Some time later, Nahash, the king of the
Ammon people group, died. Then his son
Hanun became their king. 2 When David
heard about that, he thought to himself,
“Nahash was kind to me, so I will be kind
9
When Tou, the king of the city of Hamath to his son.” So David sent some oﬃcials
in Aram, heard that David’s army had de- there, to tell Hanun that he was sorry to
feated the entire army of King Hadadezer, hear that Hanun’s father had died.
10
he sent his son Hadoram to King David, But when David’s oﬃcials came to Hanun
to greet him and congratulate him about in the land where the Ammonite lived, 3
his defeating Hadadezer’s army, which the leaders of the Ammon people group
had been ﬁghting the army of Tou. Hado- said to Hanun, “Do you think that David
ram brought to David many items made of is really to honor your father that King
gold, silver, and bronze.
David is sending these men to say that he
11
King David dedicated those thngs to Yah- is sorry that your father died? We think
weh, like he had done with the silver and that his men have come to look around
gold that his soldiers had taken from the our city in order to determine how his
Edom and Moab people groups, and from army can conquer us.”
the Ammon people group and from the 4 Hanun believed what they said; so he
people of Philistia, and from the descen- commanded some soldiers who seized
dants of Amalek.
the oﬃcials whom David had sent, and
12
The army of David’s army comman- shaved off their beards, and insulted them
der Abishai, whose mother was Zeruiah, by cutting off the lower part of their robes,
killed eighteen thousand soldiers from and then sent them away.

Edom in the Valley of Salt. 13 Then David 5 The oﬃcials were greatly humiliated.
stationed groups of his soldiers there in When David found out about what had
Edom, and the people of Edom were happened to his oﬃcials, he sent some
forced to become the servants of David.
messengers to them to tell them, “Stay
at Jericho until your beards have grown
14
David ruled over all the Israelite peoagain, and then return home.”
ple, and he always did for them what was
just and fair. 15 Joab son of Zeruiah was 6 Then the leaders of the Ammon people
the chief army commander. Jehoshaphat group realized that they had greatly inson of Ahilud was the record keeper. 16 sulted David. So Hanun and some of his
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oﬃcials sent thirty-three thousand kilograms of silver to hire chariots and chariot drivers from the regions of Aram Naharaim, Aram Maacah and Zobah northeast of Israel. 7 They hired thirty-two thousand chariots and chariot drivers, as well
as the kings of the region of Maacah and
their armies. They came and set up their
tents near the city of Medeba in the region
of Moab. The soldiers from the Ammon
people group also marched out and stood
in their positions at the entrance to their
capital city, Rabbah.

mon people group saw that the soldiers
from Aram were running away, they also
started to run away from Abishai and his
army, and they retreated back inside the
city. So Joab and his army returned to
Jerusalem.

10

seven thousand of their chariot drivers
and forty thousand other soldiers. They
also killed Shophak, their army commander.

16

After the leaders of the army of Aram realized that they had been defeated by the
army of Israel, they sent messengers to another part of Aram on the east side of the
Euphrates river, and brought troops from
there to the battle area, with Shophak, the
commander of Hadadezer’s army, leading
8
When David heard about that, he sent them.
Joab and all his army. 9 The soldiers of the 17 When David heard about that, he gathAmmon people group came out of their ered all the Israelite soldiers, and they
city and lined up for battle at the entrance crossed the Jordan River. They advanced
to their capital city, Rabbah. Meanwhile, and took their battle positions to attack
the other kings who had come with their the army of Aram.
18
But the army
armies stood in their positions in the open of Aram ran away from the soldiers of
ﬁelds.
Israel. However, David’s soldiers killed
Joab saw that there were groups of enemy soldiers in front of his troops and behind his troops. So he selected some of the
best Israelite troops and put them in positions to ﬁght against the soldiers of Aram.
11
He appointed his older brother Abishai
to be the commander of his other soldiers
and he told them to stand in their positions in front of the army of the Ammon
people group. 12 Joab said to them, ”If
the soldiers from Aram are too strong for
us to defeat them, then your soldiers must
come and help us. But if the soldiers from
the Ammon people group are too strong
for you to defeat them, then my soldiers
will come and help your men. 13 We must
be strong and ﬁght hard to defend our people and our cities that belong to our God.
Yahweh will do what he considers to be
good.”
14

So Joab and his troops advanced to ﬁght
the army of Aram; and the soldiers from
Aram were driven away by the army of Israel. 15 And when the soldiers of the Am-

19

When the kings who had been ruled by
Hadadezer realized that they had been defeated by the Israelite army, they made
peace with David, and agreed to allow him
to rule them.
So the rulers of Aram did not want to help
the rulers of the Ammon people group
anymore.

Chapter 20
1

In that region, kings usually went with
their armies to ﬁght their enemies in the
springtime. But the following year, David
did not do that. Instead, he stayed in
Jerusalem, and he sent his commander
Joab to lead the army. Joab took his
troops. They crossed the Jordan River
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and ruined the land of the Ammon people group. Then they went to Rabbah,
the capital city, and surrounded it. David
stayed in Jerusalem for a while. But later
he took more troops and went to help
Joab. Their armies attacked Rabbah and
destroyed it. 2 Then David took the crown
from the head of the king of Rabbah and
put it on his own head. It was very heavy;
it weighed thirty-three kilograms, and it
had many very valuable stones. They also
took many other valuable things from the
city. 3 Then they brought the people out of
the city and forced them to work for their
army, using saws and iron picks and axes.
David’s soldiers did this in all the cities
of the Ammon people group. Then David
and all of his army returned to Jerusalem.

Chapter 21
1

Satan decided to cause the Israelite people to have trouble. So he incited David
to ﬁnd out how many men in Israel were
able to be in the army.
2

So David commanded Joab and the other
army commanders, “Count all the men in
Israel who are able to be in the army. Start
at Beersheba in the south and go all the
way to Dan in the north. Then come back
and report to me, in order that I may know
how many men there are.”
3

But Joab replied, “Your Majesty, I hope
that Yahweh will make our army a hundred times larger than it is now. But we
all serve you. So you should not commit
this sin and make Israel suffer for it.”
4

But David would not change his mind.
So Joab and his soldiers went everywhere
in Israel and in Judah, and counted the
people. Then they returned to Jerusalem,
5
and they reported to David that there
were 1,100,000 men in Israel who could be
in the army, and 470,000 in Judah. 6 However, Joab did not count the men from the
5
In another battle against the soldiers of tribes of Levi and Benjamin, because he
Philistia, Elhanan son of Jair, killed Lahmi, was disgusted with what the king had comthe younger brother of the giant Goliath manded.
from the city of Gath, who had a spear 7
David’s command to count the people
which was as thick as a weaver’s rod.
caused God to become angry, so he told
David that he had decided to punish the
6
There was another battle near Gath. A people of Israel. 8 Then David prayed to
huge man was there who had six ﬁngers God. He said to him, “What I did was very
on each hand and six toes on each foot. foolish. I have sinned greatly by what
He was descended from the Rapha giants. I have done. So now I plead with you,
7
When he made fun of the soldiers of Is- please forgive me.”
rael, Jehonadab son of Shimea killed him. 9 Then Yahweh said to Gad, David’s
Shimea was David’s older brother.
prophet, 10 “Go and tell this to David: ‘I
4

Later, David’s army fought a battle with
the army of Philistia, at the city of Gezer.
During the battle Sibbekai, from Hushah
clan, killed Sippai, one of the descendants
of the of the Rapha giants. So the armies
of Philistia were defeated.

am allowing you to choose one of three
8
Those were some of the descendants of things to punish you. I will do whichever
the Rapha giants who had lived in Gath, one you choose.’ ”
who were killed by David and his sol- 11 So Gad went to David and said to
him, ”This is what Yahweh says: ’You can
diers.

560

1 CHRONICLES
choose one of these punishments: 12 three
years of famine in Israel, or three months
during which your armies will run away
from their enemies who will attack them
with swords, or three days during which I
will send my angel to cause many people
in the country to die because of a plague.’
So you must decide what I will say to answer Yahweh, the one who sent me.”

told Gad to go up to the place where Ornan threshed grain and tell David to build
an altar to worship Yahweh there. 19 So
after Gad told David, he obeyed the message that Yahweh had given to Gad, and
he went up there.
20

David replied to Gad, “I am very distressed. But allow Yahweh to punish me,
because he is very merciful. Do not allow
humans to punish me, because they will
not be merciful.”

While Ornan was threshing some
wheat, he turned and saw the angel. His
four sons who were with him also saw the
angel, and they hid themselves. 21 Then
David approached. When Ornan saw him,
he left the place where he was threshing
grain and prostrated himself, with his face
touching the ground.

14

So Yahweh sent a plague on the people
of Israel, and seventy thousand of them
died because of it. 15 And God sent an angel to destroy the people in Jerusalem by
the plague. But when the angel was standing at the ground where Ornan, from the
Jebus people group, threshed grain, Yahweh saw all the suffering that the people
had endured, and he was grieved. So he
said to the angel, “Stop what you are doing! That is enough!”

22

ordered the men who could be in the
army to be counted. I am the one who
has sinned and done what is very wrong,
but these people are as innocent as sheep.
They have certainly not done anything
that is wrong. So Yahweh my God, punish
me and my family, but do not allow this
plague to continue to cause your people to
become sick and die.”

25

18

27

13

David said to him, “Please sell me this
place for threshing in order that I can
build an altar here to worship Yahweh, in
order that he will stop this plague. I will
pay the full price.”
23

Ornan replied, “Take it! Your Majesty,
do whatever you want to. I will give you
the oxen that thresh the grain for an offering to be completely burned on the altar.
And I will give you the threshing boards
to use as wood on the altar, and I will give
16
David looked up and saw the angel you ﬂour for a ﬂour offering. I will give
whom Yahweh had sent, standing be- all those things to you.”
tween the sky and the ground. The angel 24 But the king said to Ornan, “No, I will
had a sword in his hand that was pointed not take these things as a gift. I will pay
toward Jerusalem. Then David and the el- you the full price for it. I will not take
ders of the city, who were wearing clothes what belongs to you, and offer sacriﬁces
made of rough sackcloth, prostrated them- that have cost me nothing and offer them
selves on the ground.
to Yahweh to be completely burned on the
17
David said to God, “I am the one who altar.”

Then the angel who was sent by Yahweh

So David paid to Ornan six and one-half
kilograms of gold for the whole area. 26
David built an altar to worship Yahweh
there, and he offered sacriﬁces to be completely burned on the altar and sacriﬁces
to restore fellowship with Yahweh. David
prayed to Yahweh, and Yahweh answered
by sending a ﬁre from heaven to burn up
the offerings on the altar.
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told him to put his sword back into its
28
sheath. So the angel did that.
And
when David saw that Yahweh had answered him there at the place where Ornan threshed grain and had ended the
plague, he offered sacriﬁces there. 29 Yahweh’s sacred tent, which Moses had commanded to be set up in the wilderness,
and the altar for burning sacriﬁces completely, were at that time on a hill at the
city of Gibeon. 30 But David did not want
to go there to request God to tell him what
he wanted David to do, because he was
afraid that the angel sent from Yahweh
might strike him with his sword; he realized that this was the place that Yahweh
now wanted sacriﬁces to be made.

Chapter 22
1

Then David said, “Here, at the edge of
Jerusalem, is where we will build the temple for our God Yahweh, and where we
will make the altar for burning the offerings that the Israelite people will bring.”
2

So David commanded that the foreigners
who lived in Israel must gather together.
When they did that, he appointed some
of those men to cut huge stones from the
quarries and to smooth their surfaces, to
3
be used to build the temple of God.
David provided a large amount of iron for
making nails and hinges for the doors in
the gates of the temple. He also provided
a huge amount of bronze for making various utensils; and because there was a
huge amount of it, no one could weigh it
all. 4 He also provided money for buying a large amount of cedar logs. Because
there was a huge number of them, no one
counted them. Those were logs that men
from Tyre and Sidon cities sent to David.

and he does not know what he needs to
know about building buildings, and the
temple of Yahweh must be magniﬁcent. It
must be a glorious building that will become famous, and people throughout the
world must consider it to be glorious. So
now I will begin to prepare for it to be
built, and Solomon will be responsible for
ﬁnishing it.” So David collected a great
amount of building materials before he
died.
6

Then David summoned his son Solomon,
and told him that he should arrange for
a temple to be built for Yahweh, the God
whom the Israelites worshiped. 7 He said
to him, ”I wanted to build a temple to
honor Yahweh, my God. 8 But Yahweh
told a prophet to tell me, ’You have killed
many men in the big battles that you have
fought. I have seen the blood of all the
people whom you killed, so you will not
be the one who will arrange for a temple
to be built to honor me. 9 But you will
have a son who will be king of Israel after
you die. He will be a man who is peaceful and quiet, not a man who kills others.
And I will cause that there will be peace
between him and his enemies who are in
all the nearby lands. His name will be
Solomon, which sounds like the word for
peace. During the time that he is king, people in Israel will be peaceful and safe. 10
He is the one who will arrange for a temple to be built to honor me. He will be like
a son to me, and I will cause some of his
descendants to rule over Israel forever.’
11

So now, my son, I hope that Yahweh will
help you, and enable you to be successful in arranging for building the temple of
Yahweh, your God, which is what he said
that you would do. 12 I also hope that he
will enable you to be wise and to understand what you need to know, and enable
5
David provided all those things because you to obey his laws while you rule over
he thought, “My son Solomon is still young Israel. 13 If you carefully obey all the laws
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and decrees which Yahweh told Moses to 2 David gathered the leaders of Israel and
tell Israel to do, you will be successful. Be the priests and other descendants of Levi.
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid 3 He commanded some of his oﬃcials to
of anything, and do not become discour- count the descendants of Levi who were
aged!
at least thirty years old, and they found
out that there were thirty-eight thousand
14
I have tried hard to provide materials
of them. 4 Then David said, ”From those
for building the temple of Yahweh. I have
thirty-eight thousand men, I want twentyprovided 3,300 metric tons of gold, 33,000
four thousand of them to supervise the
metric tons of silver. I have also provided
work at the temple of Yahweh, and I want
a very large amount of iron and bronze,
six thousand of them to be oﬃcials and
no one has been able to weigh it all. I
judges. 5 I want four thousand to be
have also gathered lumber and stone for
guards at the gates, and four thousand to
the walls of the temple, but you may need
15 praise Yahweh, using the musical instruto get some more of those things.
ments that I have provided for them.”
There are many men in Israel who have
good ability to cut big stones for making 6 David divided the descendants of Levi
stone walls, and carpenters, and men who into three groups; each group consisted of
are very skilled at making various kinds of men who were descendants of one of the
things. 16 There are many men who know three sons of Levi—Gershon, Kohath, and
how to make things from gold and silver Merari.
and bronze and iron. So now I say to you,
begin the work of building the temple, and
I hope that Yahweh will be with you.”
The descendants of Gershon are listed
17
Then David commanded that all the Is- next.
raelite leaders must assist Solomon. He
said to them, 18 ”Yahweh our God is cer- 7 The descendants of Gershon were Ladan
tainly with you. He has allowed you to and Shimei.
have peace with all the nearby nations.
8
There were three sons of Ladan: Jehiel
He has enabled my army to conquer them,
so now Yahweh and my people control was the oldest, and his younger brothers
them. 19 Now you must obey Yahweh with Zetham and Joel.
your entire inner beings. Help Solomon
9
There were three of the sons of Shimei:
to arrange for building the temple for Yah- Shelomoth, Haziel, and Haran.
weh God, in order that you can bring the
They were all leaders of the clans of
sacred chest that contains the Ten Commandments and the other sacred items Ladan.
that belong to Yahweh into the temple that
10
There were four men who were sons
you will build to honor him.”
of Shimei:

Chapter 23

11

Jahath, who was his oldest son,
and his younger brothers Ziza, Jeush, and
Beriah.

1

David was a very old man when he apJeush and Beriah did not have many
pointed his son Solomon to be the next sons, so they were counted as though they
king.
were one family.
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22
The descendants of Kohath are listed
Eleazar had no sons; he had only
next.
daughters. So their cousins, the sons of
Kish, married them.
12
Kohath had four sons: Amram, Izhar,
23
Hebron, and Uzziel.
The three sons of Mushi were Mahli,
Eder,
and Jerimoth.
13
There were two sons of Amram:

Aaron and Moses.

24

Aaron and his descendants were
set apart to dedicate to Yahweh the very
holy things, to offer sacriﬁces to Yahweh,
to serve in his presence, and to declare to
the people what Yahweh would do to bless
them. They were to do those things forever.
14

The sons of Moses, the man who
served God well, were counted as part of
the tribe of Levi. They are listed next.
15

The sons of Moses were Gershom and
Eliezer.
16

Shubael.
17

Eliezer.

The oldest son of Gershom was
Rehabiah was the oldest son of

Those were the descendants of Levi,
whose names were listed according to
their families. They were chosen for special jobs by casting lots. Each person who
was at least twenty years old was listed.
They all worked in the temple of Yahweh.
25
David had said previously, ”Yahweh,
the God to whom we Israelite people belong, has enabled us to have peace, and
he has come to live in Jerusalem forever.
26
Therefore, the descendants of Levi no
longer need to carry the sacred tent and
the items used in the work there.” 27 Obeying the ﬁnal instructions of David before
he died, instructions for doing this work at
the temple, they counted only the descendants of Levi who were at least twenty
years old.
28

The work of those descendants of Levi
Eliezer had no other sons, but Re- was to assist the descendants of Aaron in
habiah had many sons.
their work in Yahweh’s temple. They were
18
The oldest son of Izhar was Sh- to be in charge of the temple courtyards
and the side rooms, the ceremonies for
elomith.
purifying all the sacred things, and to do
19
Hebron had four sons.
other work at the temple. 29 They were
Jeriah was his oldest son, and his also in charge of the loaves of bread on
younger brothers were Amariah, Jahaziel, display before God, the loaves that were
placed each week on the table in the temand Jekameam.
ple, the ﬂour for the ﬂour offerings, and
20
Uzziel had two sons.
the wafers that were made without yeast.
They
also had to measure the ingredients,
Micah was the oldest son, and his
mix them, and bake the bread and wafers.
younger brother was Isshiah.
30
They were also told to stand every morning at the temple and thank Yahweh and
The descendants of Merari are listed praise him. They were also required to do
the same thing every evening. 31 And they
next.
were to do the same thing whenever of21
Merari had two sons: Mahli and Mushi.
ferings that were to be completely burned
The sons of Mahli were Eleazar and on the altar were presented to Yahweh on
Kish.
Sabbath days and during the new moon
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celebrations and other religious festivals. priests and of the families of the other deThey were told how many of them should scendants of Levi also watched.
be there and what they should do each
7
Jehoiarib was the ﬁrst one whose name
time.
was selected by casting lots.
32
So the descendants of Levi did the work
Next Jedaiah was selected.
that was assigned to them by their fellow
8
Next, Harim was selected.
Israelites who were descendants of Aaron.
Next, Seorim was selected.
They did that work at the sacred tent and
9
in the holy place inside the tent, and later
Next, Malkijah was selected.
at the temple.
Next, Mijamin was selected.
10

Next, Hakkoz was selected.

Chapter 24

Next, Abijah was selected.

1

Next, Shecaniah was selected.

11

These are the divisions of the descendants of Aaron the ﬁrst high priest:
Aaron’s four sons were Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar.

12

Next, Jeshua was selected.
Next, Eliashib was selected.

Next, Jakim was selected.

13
Next, Huppah was selected.
But Nadab and Abihu died before their
Next, Jeshebeab was selected.
father died, and they had no children.
14
So their younger brothers Eleazar and
Next, Bilgah was selected.
3
Ithamar became the priests.
Zadok,
Next, Immer was selected.
who was a descendant of Eleazar, and
15
Next, Hezir was selected.
Ahimelech, who was a descendant of
Ithamar, helped David to separate the
Next, Happizzez was selected.
family groups into two groups. Each
16
Next, Pethahiah was selected.
group had certain duties. 4 There were
more leaders among the descendants of
Next, Jehezkel was selected.
Eleazar than there were among the de17
Next, Jakin was selected.
scendants of Ithamar. So they appointed
Next, Gamul was selected.
sixteen leaders from Eleazar’s descen18
dants and eight leaders from Ithamar’s deNext, Delaiah was selected.
5
scendants. There were temple oﬃcials
Next, Maaziah was selected.
and priests who were there, including de19
Those were the men who were chosen
scendants of both Eleazar and Ithamar,
to
be the leaders of the groups that would
to make sure that the work was divided
fairly. So they decided what work each serve in the temple, obeying the regulations that were set down by Aaron, regulagroup would do by casting lots.
tions which Yahweh, the God to whom we
6
Shemaiah son of Nethanel, who was a de- Israelite people belong, had given to him.
scendant of Levi, wrote down the names 20
This is a list of some of the other descenof the leaders of each group while David
dants
of Levi:
and his oﬃcials were watching. Zadok,
From the sons of Amram there was
the high priest, and Ahimelech his assistant, and the leaders of the families of the Shubael.
2
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From the sons of Shubael there was to the families of each oldest brother and
Jehdeiah.
each youngest brother were equal.
21

From Rehabiah son of Eleazar there
was Isshiah, his oldest son.
22

From the descendants of Kohath’s son
Izhar there was Shelomoth.

Chapter 25
1

David and some of the temple oﬃcials
From the descendants of Shelomoth chose some of the descendants of Asaph,
there was Jahath.
Heman, and Jeduthun to be in charge of
23
From the descendants of Kohath’s the preaching, and to play harps and lyres
son Hebron there was his oldest son Jeriah and cymbals. This is a list of the men
and Jeriah’s younger brothers Amariah, whom they chose for that work:
Jahaziel, and Jekameam.
2
From the sons of Asaph they chose Zac-

From the descendants of Kohath’s son cur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Aserelah. Asaph supervised them. And the king apUzziel there was Micah.
pointed Asaph to preach.
From the descendants of Micah there
3
From the sons of Jeduthun they chose
was Shamir.
six
men: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei,
25
And Micah’s younger brother was Hashabiah, and Mattithiah. Jeduthun suIsshiah.
pervised them and also preached, playing
From the descendants of Isshiah was his harp while he thanked and praised
Yahweh.
Zechariah.
24

4
From the sons of Heman they chose
The sons of Merari were Mahli, Mushi,
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shubael, Jerand Jaaziah.
imoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Gid27
From the descendants of Jaaziah
dalti, Romamti-Eze, Joshbekashah, Malthere were Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and
lothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth. 5 They were
Ibri.
all sons of Heman, who was King David’s
28
Mahli’s son Eleazar did not have prophet. God promised to cause Heman
to be strong, so altogether, God gave him
any sons.
fourteen sons and three daughters.
29
From the descendants of Kish there
6
All those men were supervised by their
was his son Jerahmeel.
fathers while they played music in the
30
The sons of Mushi were Mahli, Eder,
temple of Yahweh. They played cymbals,
and Jerimoth.
lyres, and harps. And their fathers—
Those were descendants of Levi who were Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman—were sulisted according to the leaders of their fam- pervised by the king. 7 Those men and
ilies. 31 The jobs they would do were their relatives were all trained and skilled
decided by casting lots like their fellow for playing musical instruments in the
Israelites the descendants of Aaron, did. temple. That was their work for Yahweh.
They cast lots while King David, Zadok, Including their relatives, there were 288
Ahimelech, and the leaders of he families of them. 8 All of them, including ones who
of the priests and the other descendants were young and those who were old, cast
of Levi watched. The jobs that were given lots to determine what work they would
26
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do.

Next, Eliathah and 12 of his sons and relatives were selected.

9

From the family of Asaph, the ﬁrst
ones selected were Joseph and 12 of his 28 Next, Hothir and 12 of his sons and relatives were selected.
sons and relatives.
29
Next, Giddalti and 12 of his sons and
Next, Gedaliah and 12 of his sons and
relatives were selected.
relatives were selected.
10

Next, Zaccur and 12 of his sons and rel- 30 Next, Mahazioth and 12 of his sons and
relatives were selected.
atives were selected.
11

31
Next, Romamti-Eze and 12 of his sons
Next, Nethaniah and 12 of his sons and
and relatives were selected.
relatives were selected.
12

13

Next, Bukkiah and 12 of his sons and
relatives were selected.
14

Next, Jesarelah and 12 of his sons and
relatives were selected.

Chapter 26
1

This is a list of the groups of men who
Next, Jeshaiah and 12 of his sons and rel- guarded the temple gates:
atives were selected.
From the descendants of Korah, there
16
Next, Mattaniah and 12 of his sons and was Meshelemiah son of Kore, who was
relatives were selected.
one of the sons of Asaph.
15

17

2
Next, Shimei and 12 of his sons and
The oldest son of Meshelemiah was
relatives were selected.
Zechariah. His other sons were Jediael, Ze3
18
Next, Azarel and 12 of his sons and rel- badiah, Jathniel, Elam, Jehohanan, and
Eliehoenai.
atives were selected.
19

Next, Hashabiah and 12 of his sons and
relatives were selected.

4

Another guard was Obed Edom.

His oldest son was Shemaiah. His
other sons were Jehozabad, Joah, Sakar,
20
Next, Shubael and 12 of his sons and relNethanel, 5 Ammiel, Issachar, and Peulatives were selected.
lethai. It was because God had blessed
21
Next, Mattithiah and 12 of his sons him that he had many sons.
and relatives were selected.
6
Obed Edom’s son Shemaiah also
22
Next, Jerimoth and 12 of his sons and had sons. They were leaders in their farelatives were selected.
ther’s family because they were capable of
doing many things well.
23
Next, Hananiah and 12 of his sons and
7
The sons of Shemaiah were Othni,
relatives were selected.
Rephael,
Obed, and Elzabad. Shemaiah’s
24
Next, Joshbekashah and 12 of his sons
relatives Elihu and Semakiah were also caand relatives were selected.
pable men.
25
Next, Hanani and 12 of his sons and
8
All of those descendants of Obed
relatives were selected.
Edom and their sons and relatives were
26
Next, Mallothi and 12 of his sons and rel- capable people and strong workers. Altoatives were selected.
gether there were 62 of them.
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9

Another guard was Meshelemiah. He charge of the chests that contained the
and his sons and relatives were also capa- money that was dedicated to God, money
ble people. There were 18 of them alto- that the people brought to the temple.
gether.
21
One of those men was Ladan, a descen10
Another guard was Hosah’s son dant of Gershon. He was the ancestor
Shimri, a descendant of Merari. Hosah of several family groups. Jehiel was the
appointed Shimri to be the leader, even leader of one of those family groups. 22
though he was not Hosah’s oldest son. 11 Others who had that work were Zetham
Hosah’s other sons were Hilkiah, Tabaliah, and his younger brother Joel, who were
and Zechariah. Altogether there were 13 the sons of Jehiel.
sons and relatives of Hosah.
23
Others who did that work were de12
Those men were leaders of the groups of scendants of Amram, Izhar, Hebron and
men who guarded the gates of the temple. Uzziel.
They worked at the temple like their rel24
Shubuel, a descendant of Moses’s
atives did. 13 By casting lots, the leader of
son
Gershom,
was the leader who was
each family chose one gate for their group
25
Others
to guard. All of them, including young in charge of the money chests.
14
who
did
that
work
were
the
descendants
men and old men, cast lots. Shelemiah’s
group was selected to guard the east gate. of Gershom’s younger brother Eliezer.
The group of Shelemiah’s son Zechariah, Those men were Eliezer’s son Rehabiah,
who was a wise counselor, was selected to Rehabiah’s son Jeshaiah, Jeshaiah’s son Joram, Joram’s son Zichri, and Zichri’s son
guard the north gate.
26
Shelomith and his relaShelomith.
15
Then Obed Edom’s group was selected
tives were in charge of all the valuable
to guard the south gate, and his sons were
things that had been dedicated to Yahweh
selected to guard the entrances to the temby King David, by the leaders of the fample storerooms.
ily groups, by the army commanders of
16
Then Shuppim’s group and Hosah’s one thousand soldiers and commanders
group were selected to guard the west gate of 100 soldiers, and by other army comand the Shalleketh Gate on the upper road manders. 27 Some of the things that those
to the temple.
army oﬃcers had taken from Israel’s enethe reThe work for the guards was divided mies in battles they dedicated for 28
And
17
evenly.
Each day there were six de- pair of the temple of Yahweh.
Shelomith
and
his
relatives
were
also
in
scendants of Levi who guarded the east
gate, four who guarded the north gate, charge of everything that had been dedifour who guarded the south gate, and two cated to Yahweh by the prophet Samuel,
at a time who guarded the entrances to by King Saul, and by David’s two army
the storerooms. 18 At the west gate there commanders Abner and Joab.

29
were two men who guarded the courtyard
From the descendants of Izhar, Keand four who guarded the road outside naniah and his sons were given work outthe courtyard.
side the temple area. They were oﬃcials
19
Those were the groups of men who and judges in various places in Israel.
were descendants of Korah and Merari
30
From the descendants of Hebron,
who guarded the gates of the temple.
Hashabiah and his relatives were respon20

Other descendants of Levi were in sible for the work done for Yahweh and
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for the king in all the area west of the
Jordan river. There were 1,700 of them
who were able to do their work well. 31
It was written in the records of the descendants of Hebron that Jeriah was their
leader. When David had been ruling for
almost forty years, they searched in those
records, and they found names of capable
men descended from Hebron who were
at the city of Jazer in the region of Gilead.
32
Jeriah had 2,700 relatives who were
able to do their work well, and who were
leaders of their families. King David put
them in charge of governing the tribes of
Reuben, Gad, and the western half of the
tribe of Manasseh, to be sure that all the
people did what God and the king told
them to do.

Chapter 27

diers, and he was their leader. His son Ammizabad was his assistant.
7

Asahel, Joab’s younger brother, was
the commander of the group that served
during the following month. Asahel’s son
Zebadiah became the commander after
Asahel was killed.
8

The commander for the following
month was Shamhuth, a descendant of
Izrah.
9

The commander for the following
month was Ira son of Ikkesh from the city
of Tekoa.
10

The commander for the following
month was Helez, a member of the clan
of Pelon from the tribe of Ephraim.
11

The commander for the following month was Sibbekai, a descendant of
Zerah from the city of Hushah.
12

The commander for the following month was Abiezer from the city of
1
This is a list of the Israelite men who Anathoth in the tribe of Benjamin.
served the king in the army. Some were
13
The commander for the followleaders of families, some were commanders of one hundred men, some were com- ing month was Maharai, a descendant of
manders of one thousand men, and some Zerah from the city of Netophath.
14
were other oﬃcers. There were twentyThe commander for the following
four thousand men in each group. Each month was Benaiah from the city of Pigroup served one month of each year.
rathon in the tribe of Ephraim.
2

15
Jashobeam, son of Zabdiel, was in
The commander for the last month
charge of the group that served during the of each year was Heldai, a descendant of
ﬁrst month of each year. 3 He was a de- Othniel from the city of Netophath.
scendant of Perez, and he was the com- 16
This is a list of the administrators of the
mander of all the army oﬃcers during the
twelve tribes of Israel:
ﬁrst month of each year.
Eliezer, son of Zicri, was the administra4
Dodai, from the clan of Ahohi, was tor of the tribe of Reuben.
the commander of the group that served
Shephatiah, son of Maacah, was the adduring the following.
ministrator of the tribe of Simeon.
5
Benaiah, son of Jehoiada the high
17
Hashabiah, theson of Kemuel, was
priest, was the commander of the group
that served during the following month. the administrator of the tribe of Levi.
6
Zadok was the administrator of the tribe
He was the one who was a mighty
warrior among David’s thirty greatest sol- of Aaron.
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18

Elihu, David’s older brother, was the workers who farmed the land that beadministrator of the tribe of Judah.
longed to the king.
Omri, son of Michael, was the adminis- 27 Shimei from the city of Ramath was in
trator of the tribe of Issachar.
charge of the king’s vineyards.
19

Ishmaiah, son of Obadiah, was the 28 Baal-Hanan from the city of Geder was
administrator of the tribe of Zebulun.
in charge of storing the olive oil.
Jerimoth, son of Azriel, was the admin- 29 Shitrai from the Plain of Sharon was in
istrator of the tribe of Naphtali.
charge of the herds of cattle that grazed
there.
20
Hoshea, son of Azaziah, was the ad30
ministrator of the tribe of Ephraim.
Obil, a descendant of Ishmael, was in
charge of the camels.
Joel, son of Pedaiah, was the administrator of the tribe of the western half of the Jehdeiah from the city of Meronoth was in
tribe of Manasseh.
charge of the donkeys.
21

Iddo, son of Zechariah, was the ad- 31 Jaziz, a descendant of Hagar, was in
ministrator of the eastern half of the tribe charge of the king’s ﬂocks of sheep.
of Manasseh, in the region of Gilead.
All of those oﬃcials were in charge of the
Jaasiel, son of Abner, was the adminis- things that belonged to King David.
trator of the tribe of Benjamin.
32
David’s uncle Jonathan was a wise
22
Azarel, son of Jeroham, was the ad- counselor for him.
ministrator of the tribe of Dan.
Jehiel, son of Hacmoni, taught the king’s
23
David did not tell Joab to count the men sons.
who were less then twenty years old, be- 33
Ahithophel was the king’s oﬃcial councause Yahweh had promised many years
selor.
previously that there would be as many
people in Israel as there are stars in the 34 Hushai from the Ark people group was
sky. 24 Joab and his helpers started to the king’s special friend.
count the men of Israel, but they did not
Benaiah’s son Jehoiada became the
ﬁnish counting them because Joab knew
king’s advisor after Ahithophel died, and
that Yahweh was angry about their being
later Abiathar became his advisor.
counted. Yahweh punished the people of
Israel because of this counting, and as a result the total number of Israelite men able
to serve in the army was not written on
the scroll about King David’s rule.

Chapter 28

Azmaveth, son of Adiel, was in charge 1 David summoned all the leaders of Israel to come to Jerusalem. He summoned
of the king’s storehouses.
the leaders of the tribes, the leaders of
Jonathan, son of Uzziah, was in charge
the groups that worked for the king, the
of the storehouses in other towns and vilcommanders of one hundred soldiers, the
lages in Israel, and also in charge of the
commanders of one thousand soldiers,
watchtowers.
those who were in charge of the king’s
26
Ezri son of Kelub was in charge of the property and his livestock, those who
25
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taught his sons, all the palace oﬃcials, and abandon you forever. 10 Yahweh has chohis mighty soldiers and bravest warriors. sen you to arrange to build a temple for
him. So think about what I have said, and
2
David stood up and said, ”My fellow Isbe strong and do what he is wanting you
raelites, listen to me. I wanted to build
to do.”
a temple to be a place where we would
put the sacred chest containing Yahweh’s 11
Then David gave to his son Solomon the
covenant, where the sacred chest would
scroll on which were written the plans for
stay permanently. And I made plans to
the main rooms of the temple, its porch, its
build it. 3 But God said to me, ‘You are not
storerooms, all the other upper and lower
the one who will arrange to build a temrooms, the holy place, and the very holy
ple, because you have fought battles and
place having the sacred chest and its lid.
have killed people.’
12
David wrote for him the plans that he
4
But Yahweh, the God to whom we Is- had made for building the courtyards and
raelites belong, had chosen me and my de- all the rooms that surrounded the temple,
scendants to be the kings of Israel forever. including the room where the money and
First he chose Judah to be a leader, and other valuable things that were dedicated
from the people of Judah he chose me to to God were kept. 13 He gave Solomon inbe the king over all of Israel. 5 Yahweh structions for the work groups of priests
has given me many sons, but from them and other descendants of Levi, about all
he chose my son Solomon to be the next the work that they must do to serve in
king to rule his kingdom of Israel. 6 He Yahweh’s temple, and about taking care
said to me, ’Solomon your son is the one of all the things that would be used in the
who will arrange to build my temple and work at the temple. 14 He wrote down how
the courtyards around it, because I have much gold and how much silver should be
chosen him to be like my son and I will be used to make all the items in the temple. 15
like his father. 7 I will enable his kingdom This was a list of how much gold would be
to endure forever if he continues to obey needed for making the gold lampstands
my laws and decrees, like you are doing and the lamps, how much silver to make
the silver lamps and lampstands. 16 There
now.’
was a list for how much gold would be
8
So now, while all you people of Israel, all
needed for making the table on which the
of you who belong to Yahweh, are watchpriests would put the bread to display being, and while God is listening, I command
fore God, how much silver to make the
all you people to carefully obey all the
other tables, 17 and how much pure gold
commands of Yahweh our God, in order
for the meat forks and the bowls and the
that you may continue to possess this good
cups, how much gold for each gold dish,
land and enable your descendants to inhow much silver for each silver dish. 18
herit it forever.
There was a list for how much pure gold
9
And you, my son Solomon, must know would be needed to make the altar for
God like I know him, and you must serve burning incense. He also gave to Solomon
him faithfully and because you want to. his plans for making the golden statues of
You must do that because he knows what winged creatures that would be above the
everyone is thinking and he understands sacred chest of Yahweh, like a chariot for
the reasons that people do what they do. If him.
you seek to know him, he will heed your
prayers. But if you abandon him, he will 19 Then David said, “I have written all
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these plans while Yahweh was directing
me. He has enabled me to understand all
the details of his plan for the temple that
is to be built.”
20

David also said to his son Solomon, ”Be
strong and courageous, and do this work.
Do not be afraid or discouraged, because
Yahweh our God, whom I worship, will be
with you. He will not fail to help you or
abandon you until you ﬁnish all the work
of making the temple of his. 21 The groups
of priests and other descendants of Levi
are ready to begin their work at God’s temple, and every man who has a special skill
will help you in all the work. And my ofﬁcials and the other people will obey you,
whatever you command them to do.”

Chapter 29
1

Then King David said to all the people who had gathered there, ”My son
Solomon, the one whom God has chosen
to be the next king, is young and does
not have much experience. This work of
building the temple is great, because this
glorious building will not be to honor people, but to honor Yahweh our God. 2 From
all the things that I possess, I have provided what will be needed to build the
temple of my God—gold for the things to
be made of gold, silver for the things to
be made of silver, bronze for the things
to be made of bronze, iron for the things
to be made of iron, wood for the things
to be made of wood, and large amounts
of onyx and turquoise and other valuable
stones of various colors, and marble and
all kinds of valuable stones. 3 In addition
to all these things that I have given for the
temple, I am giving my own treasures of
gold and silver, because I very earnestly
desire that this holy temple for my God be
built. 4 I am giving about 100 metric tons

of gold from Ophir and 230 metric tons
of reﬁned silver to cover the walls of the
buildings, 5 for making the other items of
gold and silver, and for the other work to
be done by the craftsmen. So now, I ask
you, who is willing to show by contributing other gifts for the building of the temple that he has dedicated himself to Yahweh?”
6

Then the leaders of the families, the leaders of the tribes of Israel, the commanders
of one thousand soldiers and the commanders of one hundred soldiers, and the ofﬁcials who supervised the work that the
king wanted done, gave gifts willingly. 7
For the work at the temple they gave 165
metric tons and eighty-four kilograms of
gold, 330 metric tons of silver, 600 metric tons of bronze, and 3,300 metric tons
of iron. 8 Any people who owned valuable stones gave them to be put in the
storeroom of the temple. Jehiel, a descendant of Gershon, was appointed to be in
charge of them. 9 The people were happy
to see that their leaders wanted to give
those things; they were happy and enthusiastic to give those things to Yahweh. And
King David also was very happy.
10

Then, while all the people there were listening, David praised Yahweh. He said,
”We praise you, Yahweh,
the God whom our ancestor Jacob
worshiped.
We will praise you forever!
11

You alone are great and powerful;

only you are truly glorious and majestic and wonderful.
And that is true because everything
in heaven and on the earth is yours.
You are the king of all the people in this
world;
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12

19

Because you are very powerful,

And now, please enable my son
Solomon
to faithfully and sincerely
you are able to cause anyone to be
great and be strong.
do everything that is needed to build
this beautiful building
13
So now, our God, we thank you,
for which I have provided all these
and we praise you for being very
things.”
great.

20
Then David said to all the people who
But I and my people are not really able
were
gathered there, “Praise Yahweh our
to give anything to you,
God!” So they all praised Yahweh the
because everything that we have God whom their ancestors also worshiped.
comes from you;
They prostrated themselves on the ground
the things that we have given to you in front of Yahweh and in front of the king.
are only the things that we have received 21 The next day the people offered sacrifrom you.
ﬁces to Yahweh. They presented many an14

You know that we are like foreign- imals to be completely burned on the alers and strangers to you, as our ancestors tar: A thousand bulls, a thousand rams,
a thousand male sheep, offerings of wine,
were.
and many other sacriﬁces for all the peoOur years here on earth are like a
22
On that day the
ple of Israel to eat.
shadow that disappears quickly;
people were joyful and ate and drank in
we know that there is nothing that Yahweh’s honor.
can enable us to escape dying.
Then for the second time they declared
16
Yahweh our God, we have gathered all that Solomon was now the king. As Yahthese things to use in building your tem- weh had commanded, they anointed him
ple,
with olive oil to be the king, and they
23
but all of it really belongs to you, and anointed Zadok to be the high priest.
So Solomon sat on the throne because Yahyou have given it to us.
weh
wanted him to be the king to suc17
My God, I know that you test us peoceed his father David. During the followple,
ing years Solomon prospered, and all the
24
and you are pleased if you ﬁnd out Israelite people obeyed him.
King
that we do what is right.
David’s other sons and all the oﬃcers and
All these things I have given to you be- mighty warriors accepted Solomon to be
their king, and they solemnly promised to
cause I wanted to.
obey him.
And now I have seen that your people
25
Yahweh caused Solomon to be highly
have joyfully and generously given things
respected by all the Israelite people, and
to you.
they honored him very much. No king
18
Yahweh, the God whom our ancestors of Israel had been honored as much as
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob worshiped,
Solomon was.
I desire that your people will continue 26 Jesse’s son David was the king who
to desire to do things like this forever,
ruled all of Israel. 27 He ruled for forty
15

and that they will always be loyal to years: seven years in the city of Hebron
you.
and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 28

573

1 CHRONICLES
He was very rich and very much honored,
and he became an old man. Then he died,
and his son Solomon became the king of
Israel.
29

A record of all the things that King David
did while he ruled, from the beginning
to the end, was on scrolls written by the
prophets Samuel, Nathan, and Gad. 30
They told about his powerful rule, and all
the things that happened to him and to the
people of Israel and in the kingdoms of
other countries while he was ruling Israel.
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to become the king to rule people who are
as many as the dust of the earth. So do
what you promised to my father David. 10
Please enable me to be wise and to know
what I should do, in order that I may rule
these people well, because there is no one
1
King Solomon, David’s son, was able to who can rule all this great nation of yours
gain complete control over his kingdom, without your help.”
because Yahweh his God was with him
11
God replied to Solomon, ”You have not
and enabled him to become a very strong
requested
a huge amount of money or to
king.
be honored or that your enemies be killed.
2-5
When David had been king, he arAnd you have not requested that you be
ranged for a new sacred tent to be made
enabled to live for a long time. Instead,
in Jerusalem. Then David and the Israelite
you have requested that I enable you to be
leaders brought God’s sacred chest from
wise and to know what you should do in
the city of Kiriath Jearim to the new saorder that you may govern well my peocred tent. But when Solomon became the
ple whom I have appointed you to rule.
king, the ﬁrst sacred tent was still in the 12
So I will enable you to be wise and to
city of Gibeon. There was a bronze altar
know what you should do to rule my peothere that Bezalel son of Uri and grandson
ple well. But I will also enable you to have
of Hur, had made was also still at Gibeon,
a huge amount of money and for people
in front of the ﬁrst sacred tent.
everywhere to honor you, more any king
Solomon called together the army com- before you, and more than any king who
manders who directed thousands of sol- will come after you.” 13 Then Solomon and
diers, and the commanders who directed the people who were with him all left the
hundreds of soldiers, with the judges and sacred tent at Gibeon, and they returned
all the other leaders in Israel. He told to Jerusalem. There he ruled the Israelite
them to go with him to Gibeon. So they all people.
went to the place on the hill where idols
14
Solomon acquired 1,400 chariots and
were worshiped at Gibeon. That was the
same place where God had met with his twelve thousand men who rode on horses.
people in the tent which Moses had made. He put some of the chariots and horses in
There Solomon and all the others with Jerusalem, and put some of them in var15
During the years that
him prayed to Yahweh. 6 Then Solomon ious other cities.
went up to the bronze altar in front of Solomon was king, silver and gold were as
the sacred tent, and he offered one thou- common in Jerusalem as stones, and lumsand animals to be killed and completely ber from cedar trees were as plentiful as
lumber from ordinary sycamore trees in
burned on the altar.
the foothills. 16 Solomon’s horses were
7
That night God appeared to Solomon in
imported from Egypt and from the region
a dream and said to him, “Request whatof Kue. 17 In Egypt his men paid seven kiloever you want me to give to you.”
grams of silver for each chariot and one
8
Solomon replied to God, ”You were very and seven-tenths kilograms of silver for
kind to David my father, and now you each horse. They also sold many of them
have appointed me to be the next king. 9 to the kings of the Heth and Aram people
So Yahweh my God, you have caused me groups.

Chapter 1
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Chapter 2
1

Solomon decided that a temple should be
built where Yahweh would be worshiped,
and also that he would build a palace for
himself. 2 He commanded seventy thousand men to carry the building supplies
and eighty thousand men to cut stones
from quarries in the hills. He also chose
3,600 men to supervise them.
3

Solomon sent this message to King Hiram of the city of Tyre:

cedar logs, pine logs, and algum from the
Lebanon mountains. My workers will
work with your workers. 9 In that way,
they will provide me with plenty of lumber. We will need plenty, because I want
the temple that we will build to be large
and beautiful. 10 I will pay to your workers, the men who cut the logs, 4,400 kiloliters of bushels of ground wheat, 4,400
kiloliters of barley, and 440 kiloliters of
wine, and 440 kiloliters of olive oil.”
11

When Hiram received this message,
he replied by sending a message back to
”Many years ago when my father Solomon:
David was building his palace, you sent
”Because Yahweh loves his people,
him cedar logs. Will you send me cedar
he has appointed you to be their king. 12
logs, too?
Let everyone praise Yahweh, the God to
4
We are about to build a temple to whom the Israelite people belong, the one
set it apart for Yahweh, to burn for him who created the sky and the earth! He
incense made from fragrant spices, to al- has given King David a wise son, one who
ways display before him the bread, and to is very intelligent and who has good skill
burn animal offerings every morning and and understanding. He wants to build a
evening and day of rest, as well as at every temple for Yahweh and a palace for him13
new moon and on the other special festi- self.
I will send to you Huram-Abi,
vals to honor Yahweh our God. We want one of my skilled craftsmen. 14 His mother
to do these things forever, as Yahweh has was from the tribe of Dan, and his father
commanded. 5 We want this temple to be was from here in Tyre. He is able to make
a great temple, because our God is greater things from gold and silver and bronze
than all other gods. 6 But no one can build and iron and stone and wood, but he also
a place for God to live in, since even the makes nice things from purple and blue
heavens and the earth are not big enough and red cloth, and he does all kinds of enfor him. I myself an not worthy to build graving. He can make things using any dehim a house, except as a place to offer sac- sign that you give to him. He will work
riﬁces to him.
with your craftsmen, and the craftsmen
7
Therefore, please send me someone who did work for your father, King David.
who is very good at making things from
15
Now please send us the wheat, bargold and silver and bronze and iron, and ley, olive oil, and wine that you promised
at making things from purple and red and to send to us. 16 When you do that, my
blue cloth. He should also know well how workers will cut in the Lebanon mounto engrave designs. I want him to work tains all the logs that you need and bring
in Jerusalem and in other places in Judah them down to the sea. Then we will tie the
with my skilled craftsmen, the ones whom logs together to form rafts with them, and
my father David appointed.
ﬂoat them in the sea to the city of Joppa.
8

I know that your workers are skilled From there, you can arrange for men to
in cutting timber, so also please send me take them up to Jerusalem.”
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17

Solomon told his workers to count all
the people from other countries who were
living in Israel, similar to what his father David had done. There were 153,600
of them. 18 Solomon assigned seventy
thousand of them to carry materials, and
eighty thousand to cut stone from quarries in the hills, and 3,600 of them to supervise the others and be sure that they
worked steadily.

Chapter 3

10

1

Then Solomon’s workers started to build
the temple for Yahweh in Jerusalem. They
built it on Mount Moriah, where an angel
from Yahweh had appeared to his father
David. They built it on the ground that
Ornan, a descendant of the Jebus people
group, had sold to David and where David
said that it should be built. 2 They began
the work on the second day of the second
month, when Solomon had been ruling almost four years.
3

The foundation of the temple was
twenty-seven meters long and nine meters wide. 4 The entrance room across the
front of the temple was also nine meters
long, the same as the temple’s width. The
entrance room was also nine meters high.
Solomon caused workmen to coat the interior of the entrance room with thin sheets
of pure gold.
5

Solomon’s workers used panels of pine
wood to line the main hall of the temple.
Then they covered those panels with very
thin sheets of pure gold. On them they
carved images of palm trees and designs
that resembled chains. 6 They decorated
the temple with very valuable stones. The
gold that they used was from the land of
Parvaim.
7

very thin sheets of gold. They also carved
statues of winged creatures on the walls.
8
They also built the very holy place inside
the temple. It was nine meters long, the
same as the temple’s width. The width of
the very holy place was the same. They
covered its walls with sheets of pure gold
that altogether weighed about twenty metric tons. 9 Each gold nails weighed about
one-half a kilogram. They also covered
the walls of the upper rooms with thin
sheets of gold.

They covered the ceiling beams, doorframes, walls and doors of the temple with

Solomon’s workers made two statues
of creatures with wings to put inside the
very holy place. They covered those statues with very thin sheets of gold. 11-12
Each statue had two long wings. One
wing of each statue touched the wall of
the temple. The other wing of each statue
touched a wing of the other statue. The
wingspan of each cherub was about four
and three-ﬁfths meters across. One wing
of each cherub touched the wall, while
the other reached to the middle of room
and touched the inner wing of the other
cherub. Each wing was two and one-third
meters long.
13

It was nine meters from the outer wing
of the one statue to the outer wing of the
other statue. The statues faced the doorway leading to the main room.
14

Solomon’s workers made a curtain to
separate the main room from the very
holy place. It was made of blue, purple,
and red thread and ﬁne linen. Figures
of winged creatures were embroidered on
15
They made two bronze
the curtain.
pillars and put them at the entrance of
the temple. They were each sixteen meters high. A separate piece was attached
to the top of each pillar; each of the top
pieces was two and one-third meters high.
16
The workers made carvings that resembled chains and put them on top of the pillars. They made carvings that resembled
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pomegranates and attached them to the
chains. There were one hundred of them.
17
They set up the pillars in front of the
temple, one the south side of the entrance
and the other on the north side. The one
of the south side was named Jakin and the
one on the north side was named Boaz.

ple, ﬁve on the south side and ﬁve on the
north side.
8

They made ten tables and put them in the
temple, ﬁve on the south side and ﬁve on
the north side. They also made one hundred gold basins.
9

They constructed one courtyard for the
priests, and a larger courtyard for the
other people. They made doors for the
courtyards and covered them with thin
sheets of bronze. 10 They placed the large
1
Solomon’s workers made a square tank that was called “The Sea” at the southbronze altar, nine meters long on each east corner of the temple.
side, and four and three-ﬁfths meters high.
11
2
They also made pots and shovels for the
They also made a very large round tank
that was called “The Sea,” and it had a cir- ashes of the altar, and other small bowls.
cumference of fourteen meters. 3 Below So Huram and his workers ﬁnished the
the outer rim there were small ﬁgures of work that King Solomon had given him to
bulls that were set in a circle, the bulls do at the temple of God. 12 These were the
were placed 45 centimeters apart around things that they made:
the whole circle. The bulls were cast tothe two large pillars
gether in two rows, and they were also
cast together with the metal basin that
the two bowl shaped tops on top of the
was called “The Sea.” (Each row had three pillars
hundred ﬁgures of bulls.)
13
the four hundred carvings that resem4
“The Sea” was set on twelve large ﬁg- bled pomegranates that were placed in
ures of bulls, with the bulls facing out- two rows, they were made to decorate the
ward. Three bulls faced north, three faced tops of the two pillars.
west, three faced south, and three faced
14
The pomegranate carvings also
east. 5 The sides of the tank were eight cenwere used to decorate the stands, and the
timeters thick. The tank’s brim was fashbasins that were placed on them,
ioned like the brim of a cup; it resembled
15
the very large tank called “The
a lily blossom. The tank held sixty-six kiloSea,” and the ﬁgures of twelve bulls underliters of water.
neath it,
6
The craftsmen also made ten basins for
16
the pots, shovels, meat forks, and
washing the articles that were to be used
in making offerings, and they set ﬁve on all the other things needed for the work
the south side, and ﬁve on the north side. at the altar.
In them the utensils used for the burnt All those things that Huram-Abi and his
offering were washed, and the priests craftsmen made for King Solomon were of
washed themselves in the large bronze bronze that they polished for it to gleam
tank that was called “The Sea.”
17
They made them by pourbrightly.

Chapter 4

7

The craftsmen also made ten gold lamp- ing melted bronze into the clay molds
stands according to how Solomon had in- that Huram-Abi had set up near the Jorstructed them. They put them in the tem- dan River between the cities of Succoth
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and Zarethan. 18 All of those things that during the Festival of Shelters, in the sevSolomon told them to make used a very enth month.
large amount of bronze, so great was the 4
When they had all arrived, the descenamount they used that no one knew how
dants of Levi lifted up the sacred chest, 5
much it all weighed.
and they carried it and the sacred tent and
19
Solomon’s workers also made all these the sacred things that were inside it. The
things that they later put into the temple: priests, who were also descended from
Levi, carried them. 6 King Solomon and
the golden altar,
many of the other people of Israel who
the tables on which the priests put the had gathered there walked in front of the
bread to display before God,
sacred chest. And they sacriﬁced a huge
20
the pure gold lampstands and the amount of sheep and bulls. No one was
pure gold lamps, in which the priests put able to count them because there were
oil to burn in front of the very holy place very many.
(as God had told Moses that the priests 7
The priests then brought the sacred chest
should do),
into the very holy place, into the inner
21
the pure gold decorations that resem- room of the temple, and they placed it
bled ﬂowers,
under the wings of the ﬁgures of winged
creatures. 8 The wings of those ﬁgures
and the lamps and tongs.
spread out over the sacred chest and over
22
The workers also made the pure gold the poles by which it was carried. 9 The
wick trimmers and bowls for sprinkling, poles were very long, with the result that
and dishes and incense burners,
they could be seen by people who were
standing in the entrance to the very holy
the gold doors of the temple,
place, but they could not be seen by anythe gold inner doors leading to the very one standing outside the temple. Those
holy place,
poles are still there. 10 The only things
that were inside the sacred chest were the
two stone tablets that Moses had put there
at Mount Sinai, where Yahweh had made
a covenant with the Israelites after they
1
After Solomon’s workers had ﬁnished came out of Egypt.
building the temple, Solomon put in the 11
Then the priests left the holy place in
temple storerooms everything that his fathe temple. All the priests who were there
ther David had dedicated to Yahweh—all
set themselves apart to serve the priestly
the silver and gold and all the other things
duties, without concern for which group
that were used at the temple.
they were from. 12 All the descendants
2
Then King Solomon summoned to of Levi who were musicians—Asaph, HeJerusalem all the elders of Israel, all the man, Jeduthun, their sons and their other
leaders of the tribes and of the families. relatives—stood on the east side of the alHe wanted them to join in bringing to the tar. They were wearing linen clothes, and
temple Yahweh’s sacred chest from Mount they were playing cymbals, harps, and
Zion, where it was in the part of the city lyres. There were 120 other priests who
13
The men
called the city of David. 3 So all the leaders were blowing trumpets.
of Israel gathered together with the king, blowing trumpets, those playing the cym-
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10
bals and other musical instruments, and
And Yahweh has done what he
the singers, made music together, praising promised to do. I have become the king
Yahweh and singing this song:
of Israel to rule after my father, and I am
ruling the people, as Yahweh promised,
”Yahweh is good to us;
and I have arranged for this temple to
he faithfully loves us forever.”
be built for us to worship Yahweh, the
11
I
Then suddenly the temple was ﬁlled with God to whom we Israelites belong.
a cloud. 14 The glory of Yahweh ﬁlled have put the sacred chest in the temple,
the temple, with the result that the priests in which are the stone tablets showing the
were not able to continue doing their covenant that Yahweh made with us Israelite people.”
work.
12

Chapter 6
1

Then Solomon prayed, ”Yahweh, you
said that you would live in a dark cloud.
2
But now I have built a glorious temple
for you to live in forever!”
3

Then while all the people stood there,
Solomon turned toward the people and
4
asked God to bless them.
He said to
them,

Then Solomon stood in front of the altar that was in front of the people of Israel
who had gathered there. He spread out
his hands as he began to pray. 13 Now His
workers had built a bronze platform there
for him to stand on, which was two and
one-third meters square and one and onehalf meters high. They had put it in the
outer courtyard. Solomon mounted that
platform and then knelt down in front of
all the people of Israel who had gathered
there, and he spread out his arms toward
heaven. 14 Then he prayed,

”Let us praise Yahweh, the God to whom
we Israelites belong, who has caused to
happen what he promised to my father
David. What he said to David was this:

”Yahweh, the God to whom we Israelite
people belong, there is no God like you
in heaven or on the earth. You solemnly
promised in your covenant that you
5
’From the time that I brought my would faithfully love us, and that is what
people out of Egypt, I have never chosen you have done for us who earnestly do
a city in Israel in which a temple should what you want us to do.
15
be built for people to worship me there.
You have done the things that you
Nor did I choose anyone to be the leader promised my father David, who served
of my Israelite people. 6 But now I have you very well, that you would do. Truly,
chosen Jerusalem to be the place for peo- you promised to do those things for him,
ple to worship me, and I have chosen you, and today we see that by your power you
David, to rule my Israelite people.’”
have caused it all to happen.
7

Then Solomon said further, ”My
father David wanted to build a temple for
Yahweh, the God to whom we Israelites belong. 8 But Yahweh said to him, ’It is good
that you wanted to build a house for me. 9
However, you are not the one who I want
to build the temple, It is one of your own
sons who will build it.’

16

So now, Yahweh, the God we Israelites worship Israel, as you promised
your servant David, my father, please
make sure that he will always have a descendant who will be king of Israel. For
you promise you would do this if his descendants were faithful to you. 17 So now,
God of us Israelite people, cause what you
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promised David, who served you well, to fully and humbly pray to you, you who are
become true.
present in this place, 27 then listen from
heaven and forgive the sins of your peo18
But, my God, will you really live
ple. Teach them the right way to conduct
on earth among us? This temple I have
their lives. Then send rain on the land that
built cannot contain you; not even the uniyou gave to your people forever.
verse and heaven itself can contain you. 19
28
But Yahweh, my God, please listen to my
And when the people of this
prayer, while I am pleading with this day land experience famines, or if there is a
and do what I am requesting. 20 Always plague or mildew or locusts or grasshopprotect this temple, this place where you pers, or when their enemies surround any
said you would be present, in order that of their cities in order to attack them—if
you might always hear me when I pray, any of these disaster happens to them— 29
for I am your servant. 21 Listen to me and then if your Israelite people earnestly
when I pray, and listen to your Israelite plead, or if even just one person does
people when they pray, whether we are so—if they stretch out their hands toward
here, or even if we just face in this direc- this temple and pray to you because they
tion. Listen from heaven, where you live; know the weakness and sorrow in their
and when you hear us pray, forgive us.
own hearts— 30 then listen from your
22
If people accuse someone of doing home in heaven and forgive them. You
something wrong to another person, and alone know what each person is thinking,
if they bring him in front of your altar out- so reward each person according to every31
side this holy temple, and if he says, ‘I did thing that he does. Do this in order that
not do that; may God punish me if I am not they might honor you and conduct their
telling the truth,’ 23 then please listen from lives as you want them to, all the time that
heaven and decide who is telling the truth. they live in this land that you gave to our
Then punish the person who is guilty as ancestors.
32
he deserves to be punished, and do good
There will be some foreigners
to the other person as a reward for his in- who do not belong to your Israelite people
nocence.
who have come here from countries far
24
And suppose that your Israelite away because they have heard that you
people are defeated by their enemies be- are very great and powerful. If they turn
33
cause they sinned against you, and forced toward this temple and pray, then from
to go to some distant country. Suppose your home in heaven please listen to their
further that they turn away from their prayer and do for them what they request
sinful behavior and face in the direction you to do. Do that in order that all the
of this temple and acknowledge that you people groups in the world will honor and
have justly punished them; and suppose obey you, as your people of Israel do. And
that they beg you to forgive them. 25 Then do this so that they will know that you are
please listen to them from heaven and for- present in this temple that I have built.
give your them for the sins that they have
34
When you send your people to go
committed, and bring them back to this
and attack their enemies, if they pray to
land that you gave to our ancestors.
you, no matter where they are, and if they
26
When you do not allow any turn toward this city that you have chosen
rain to fall because the people have sinned and toward this temple that I have caused
against you—then, if they stop acting sin- to be built to honor you, 35 then will you
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please listen from heaven to their prayers.
Listen to what they plead for you to do,
and give them help.
36

Chapter 7
1

When Solomon ﬁnished praying, ﬁre
came down from the sky and burned up
the animals that the people had sacriﬁced,
as well as the other offerings. And the
power and light of Yahweh ﬁlled the temple. 2 The light was extremely bright, with
the result that the priests could not enter the temple of Yahweh. 3 When all the
Israelite people who were there saw the
ﬁre coming down and the light of Yahweh
above the temple, they prostrated themselves with their faces touching the stone
pavement. They worshiped and thanked
Yahweh, saying,

It is true that everyone sins.
So when your people sin against you, and
you become angry with them, you might
allow their enemies to capture them and
take them to their countries, even to countries that are far away. 37 When that happens, while they are in those distant countries, if they say ‘We have sinned; we have
done things that are wrong and have done
things that are very wicked,’ 38 suppose
that they repent very sincerely and pray
facing this land that you gave their ancestors, and facing this city that you chose,
and facing this temple that I have built for
’Yahweh is always good to us;
you to be present in. 39 Then from your
he will love us forever, as he promised
home in heaven listen to their prayer, and
listen to them while they plead for your to do.’
help, and do what they ask you to do, 4-5 Then the king and all the people who
and forgive your people who have sinned were there dedicated the temple to Yahagainst you.
weh by offering more sacriﬁces to him.
King Solomon offered twenty-two thou40
Now, my God, look at us as we pray
sand cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats to
to you in this place, and please listen to us.
be sacriﬁced. 6 The priests stood in their
41
Yahweh our God, come and stay in positions, and the other descendants of
Levi stood in their positions holding the
this place with the sacred chest,
musical instruments to praise Yahweh, inthe chest that shows that you are struments that King David had ordered to
be made for praising Yahweh and thankpowerful.
ing him. They sang, “He faithfully loves
Yahweh God, cause your priests to know us forever.” Opposite the other descenclearly that you have rescued them.
dants of Levi the priests stood, blowing
their trumpets, while all the Israelite peoCause us your people to rejoice be- ple were standing and listening.
cause of all the good things that you do for 7
Solomon dedicated the middle part of
us.
the courtyard in front of the temple. Then
42
Yahweh God, do not reject me, the he presented offerings to be completely
king whom you have appointed to be the burned there along with the fat of the animals to be sacriﬁced to maintain fellowking of Israel;
ship with Yahweh. The priests burned
do not forget how faithfuly were them there in the courtyard because in adto David, your servant, because of your dition to those things there were offerings
covenant with him.”
of ﬂour, with the result that there was not
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enough space on the bronze altar to burn make sure that your descendants will alall those sacriﬁces.
ways be kings, which is what I promised
to David your father, when I told him, ‘Per8
Solomon and the other people celebrated
sons from your descendants will always
the Festival of Shelters for seven days.
be the kings of Israel.’
There was a huge group of people who
19
What will I do to you Israelites
celebrated with him. Some of them came
from as far away as Lebohamath in the when you stop worshiping me? What will
far north and from the border of Egypt I do when you disobey the decrees and
in the far south. 9 On the eighth day they commands I have given to you? And what
gathered again to worship Yahweh. They will I do when you start worsshiping other
had celebrated the dedication of the altar gods? 20 This is what I will do: I will cause
for seven days and the Festival of Shelters you to be driven away from this land that
for seven days. 10 Then on the next day I have given to you, and I will reject the
Solomon sent them to their homes. They temple that I have set apart for myself. I
were very joyful because of all the good will make people from all the other peothings that Yahweh had done for David ple groups laugh about what happened to
and Solomon and for all his Israelite peo- house where Yahweh was worshiped. 21
Although this temple is now so magniﬁple.
cent, when that happens, all the people
11
In this way, Solomon’s workers ﬁnished
who pass by will be appalled, and they will
building the temple and Solomon’s palace.
say, ‘Why has Yahweh done terrible things
And Solomon ﬁnished doing everything
like this to this country and to this temelse that he had planned to do. 12 Then
ple?’ 22 And others will reply, ‘It happened
Yahweh appeared to him one night in a
because they rejected Yahweh, the God to
dream and said to him, ”I have heard your
whom their ancestors belonged, the one
prayer, and I have chosen this temple to
who brought their ancestors out of Egypt,
be the place where my people will offer
and they have chosen to worship other
sacriﬁces to me.
gods and try to please them. And that is
13
When I prevent any rain from why Yahweh has caused them to experifalling, or when I command locusts to eat ence all these disasters.’”
all the crops, or when I send a plague
among my people, 14 then if the people
who belong to me, are sorry for their sins
and stop doing them, and if they plead
with me for me to forgive, then I will in- 1
Solomon’s workers took twenty years
deed listen from heaven. I will forgive
to build the temple and his palace. 2
them for having sinned, and I will cause
Then his workers rebuilt the cities that
them to prosper again. 15 I will listen to
King Hiram had given back to him, and
them when they pray to me in this place.
Solomon sent Israelites to live in those
16
I have decided to be present in this tem3
Solomon’s army then went to
cities.
ple, and I have set apart it for myself. I
the town of Hamathzobah and captured
will protect it for all time.
it. 4 They also rebuilt walls around the
17
And as for you, if you obey me city of Tadmor in the wilderness, and in
as David, your father, did, and if you do the region of Hamath, for all the towns
5
They reall that I command you to do, and if you where they kept supplies.
18
I will built the cities of Upper Beth Horon and
obey all my laws and decrees,
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Lower Beth Horon, and built walls around
them with gates and bars for the gates. 6
They also rebuilt the city of Baalath and
all the cities where supplies were kept,
and the cities where Solomon’s chariots
and horses were kept. Solomon’s workers
built whatever he wanted them to build,
in Jerusalem and in Lebanon, and in other
places in the area that he ruled.
7

Solomon forced people from many other
groups who were not Israelites to work
for him as if they were slaves. They were
people from the Heth, Amor, Periz, Hiv,
and Jebus people groups. 8 They were descendants of groups whom the Israelites
had not completely destroyed. Solomon
forced them to become his laborers, and
they are still that at this present time. 9
But Solomon did not force Israelites to
work for him. Israelites became his soldiers and commanders of his chariots and
his chariot drivers. 10 They were also King
Solomon’s chief oﬃcials. There were 250
of them, and they supervised the workers.
11

Solomon brought his wife, who was the
daughter of the king of Egypt, to the place
that his workers had built for her in the
place outside Jerusalem called the city of
David. He said, “I do not want my wife
to live in the palace that my father King
David’s workers built, because the sacred
chest was in that palace for a while, and
any place where the sacred chest has been
is holy.”
12

On the altar that Solomon’s workers had
built in front of the entrance to the temple, Solomon brought many offerings that
were to be completely burned. 13 He did
that obeying what sacriﬁces Moses had declared should be made every day, on the
Sabbath days, to celebrate each day on
which there was a new moon, and on the
three other festivals that were celebrated
each year: the Festival of Bread with No

Yeast, the Festival of Harvest, and the Fes14
tival of Shelters.
Obeying what his
father David had commanded, Solomon
appointed the groups of priests for their
work, and he appointed the descendants
of Levi to lead the people while they sang
to praise Yahweh, and while they assisted
the priests in their daily work. He also
appointed groups of them to guard all
the gates, because that was also what
David, God’s servant, had commanded.
15
The priests and other descendants of
Levi obeyed completely everything that
the king commanded, including the order
to take care of the storerooms.
16

They did all the work of building the
temple that Solomon told them to do, until it was all completed. In the way they
ﬁnished building the temple.
17

Then some of Solomon’s men went to
the cities of Ezion Geber and Elath on the
coast of the Sea of Reeds, next to a region
that belonged to the Edom people group.
18
King Hiram sent him from the city of
Tyre some ships that were commanded by
his oﬃcers. They were men who were experienced sailors. These men went in the
ships with Solomon’s men to the region of
Ophir and brought back about ﬁfteen metric tons of gold, which they delivered to
King Solomon.

Chapter 9
1

The queen who ruled the Sheba area in
Arabia heard that Solomon had become
famous, so she traveled to Jerusalem to
ask him questions that were diﬃcult to
answer. She came with a large group
of servants, and she brought camels that
were loaded with spices, and valuable
gems. When she arrived, she shared her
thoughts with him. 2 Solomon answered
all her questions. He explained every-
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thing that she asked about, even things for those who played music. No one in
that were very diﬃcult.
all the land of Judah had ever seen anything like the quality of the algum wood
3
The queen realized that Solomon was
that was used to make the steps and the
very wise. She saw his palace, 4 she saw
instruments.
the food that was served on his table every day, she saw where his oﬃcials lived, 13 Each year there was brought to
their uniforms, the servants who served Solomon about twenty-two metric tons of
the food and wine, and the sacriﬁces that gold. That was in addition to the taxes
he took to the temple to be offered. She paid to him by the merchants and traders.
14
was extremely amazed.
Also, the kings of Arabia and the governors of the districts in Israel brought gold
5
She said to the king, ”Everything that I
and silver to Solomon.
heard in my own country about you and
about how wise you are is true! 6 But I 15 King Solomon’s workers took this gold
did not believe it was true until I came and hammered it into thin sheets and
here and saw it myself. You are extremely covered two hundred large shields with
wise and rich, even more than what peo- those thin sheets of gold; they put about
ple told me. 7 The men who work for you six and one-half kilograms of gold on
are very fortunate! Your servants who are each shield. 16 His workers made three
constantly standing in front of you and lis- hundred smaller shields. They covered
tening to the wise things that you say are each of them with one and three-quarters
also fortunate! 8 I praise Yahweh your kilograms of gold. Then the king put
God, who has shown that he is pleased those shields in the House of the Forest of
with you by appointing you to be the king Lebanon.
of Israel for him. God has always loved 17
His workers also made for him a large
the Israelite people, and he desires to asthrone.
Part of it was covered with ivory
sist them forever, so he has appointed you
of it was covered with very ﬁne
to be their king, in order that you will rule and part
18
There were six steps in front of
gold.
them fairly and righteously.”
the throne. There was a gold footstool that
9
Then the queen gave to Solomon about was attached to the throne. At each side
four metric tons of gold and a large of the throne there was an armrest, and
amount of spices and gemstones. Never alongside each armrest there was a statue
had King Solomon received more spices of a lion. 19 So there were twelve statthan the queen gave him at that time.
ues of lions. No throne like that had ever
existed in any other kingdom. 20 All of
10-12
King Solomon gave to the queen from
Solomon’s cups were made of gold, and all
Sheba everything that she wanted. He
the various dishes in the House of the Forgave her more than she had given to him.
est of Lebanon were made of gold. They
Then she and those who came with her redid not make things from silver, because
turned to her own land.
during the years that Solomon ruled, silThe men of Hiram worked with the men of ver was not considered to be valuable. 21
Solomon to bring gold from Ophir. They The king had a ﬂeet of ships capable of sailalso brought a large amount of algum ing far out on the ocean. It sailed along
wood. The wood was used to make steps with Hiram’s merchant ﬂeet. Every three
for the house of Yahweh, and they also years the ﬂeet brought gold, silver, ivory,
used the wood to make harps and lyres apes, and baboons.
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22

King Solomon became richer and wiser
than any other king on the earth. 23 Kings
from all over the world wanted to come
and listen to the wise things that Solomon
said, things that God had put into his mind.
24
All the people who came to him brought
presents: things made from silver or gold;
they also brought robes, weapons , spices,
horses, and mules. The merchants continued to do this every year.
25

Solomon had four thousand stalls for
his horses and chariots, and twelve thousand men who rodes horses. Solomon
put some of them in Jerusalem and some
of them in other cities where he kept
his chariots. 26 Solomon ruled over all
the kings in the area from the Euphrates
River in the northeast, to the region of
Philistia in the west, and to the border
27
During the
of Egypt in the south.
years that Solomon was king, he caused
silver to become as common in Jerusalem
as stone; and he caused cedar trees in the
foothills of Judah to become as plentiful
as sycamore ﬁg trees. 28 Solomon’s agents
brought horses to the land of Judah from
Egypt and from many other lands.

the city Shechem in order to appoint Rehoboam to be their king. So Rehoboam
also went there. 2 Now Jeroboam son of
Nebat had ﬂed to Egypt to escape from
King Solomon. While he was in Egypt
he heard about the people wanting to appoint Rehoboam to be their king, and so
he returned to Israel from Egypt. 3 So the
leaders of the northern tribes summoned
Jeroboam, and he went with them to talk
to Rehoboam. They said to Rehoboam, 4
“Your father Solomon forced us to work
very hard, but if you charge us fewer taxes
than we were paying to him, and if you
make us work not so much we will serve
you faithfully.”
5

He replied, “Come back three days from
now, and I will give you my answer.” So
those leaders and Jeroboam left.
6

Then King Rehoboam consulted his older
men who had advised his father Solomon
while he was still alive. He asked them,
“What shall I say to answer these men?”
7

They replied, “If you will be kind to these
people and do things that will please them,
and if you say kind things to them when
29
Lists of all the other things that Solomon you answer them, they will always serve
did are written in the scrolls written by you.”
the prophet Nathan, and by the prophet 8 But he did not agree with what the older
Ahijah from the city of Shiloh, and in men advised him to do. Instead, he conthe scroll in which was written the vi- sulted the younger men who had grown
sions of the prophet Iddo (a scroll in up with him, who were now his advisors.
which Iddo’s visions about Jeroboam son 9 He said to them, “What do you say that
of Nebat were also written). 30 Solomon I should answer the men who are asking
ruled in Jerusalem over all of Israel for me to reduce the work and taxes that my
forty years. 31 Then Solomon died; they father required from them?”
buried him in the part of Jerusalem called
10
The young men who had grown up
‘the city of David.’ And his son Rehoboam
with him replied, ”Those men have said
became the next king.
that your father forced them to work very
hard for him, so they want you to reduce
the work and taxes that your father required from them. But this is what you
should tell them: ‘My little ﬁnger is thicker
1
All the people of northern Israel went to than my father’s waist.’ 11 My father re-

Chapter 10
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quired you people to work hard and pay
high taxes, but I will make the loads you
carry even heavier. My father whipped
you with leather whips, but I will whip
you with scorpions.”

Rehoboam. But the Israelite people killed
him by throwing stones at him. When that
happened, King Rehoboam quickly got in
his chariot and escaped to Jerusalem. 19
Ever since that time, the people of the
12
Three days later, Jeroboam and all the northern tribes of Israel have been releaders came to King Rehoboam again, as belling against the descendants of King
he had instructed them to do. 13 The king David.
ignored the advice of the older men and
spoke harshly to the Israelite leaders. 14
He told them what the younger men had
advised. He said, “My father put heavy
burdens of work and taxes on you, but I 1 When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem,
will put heavier burdens on you. It was as he gathered 180,000 of the best soldiers
though he beat you with whips, but I will from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.
beat you with scorpions!” 15 So the king He wanted them to ﬁght against the northdid not pay any attention to the people’s ern tribes of Israel and defeat them, in orleaders. All this happened in order that der that he could rule all twelves tribes
what Yahweh wanted would occur, what again.
he had told the prophet Ahijah about Jer2
oboam becoming king of the ten tribes out But Yahweh spoke to the prophet Shemaiah and said this to him: 3 ”Go and tell this
of the twelve.
to Solomon’s son Rehoboam, the king of Ju16
When the Israelite leaders realized that dah, and to all the Israelite people of the
the king did not pay any attention to what tribes of Judah and Benjamin: 4 ‘Yahweh
they said, they shouted,
says that you must not go to ﬁght against
”We do not want anything to do with the people of Israel; it is as though they
are your own relatives. All of you must
this descendant of King David!
go home. What has happened is what
We will not pay attention to what this
Yahweh wanted to happen.’” So Shemaiah
grandson of Jesse says!
went and told that to them, and they all
You people of Israel, let us go home!
paid attention to what Yahweh had comAs for this descendant of David, he manded them to do; they did not attack
Jeroboam and his soldiers.
can look after his family himself!”
5
Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem, and his
So the Israelite leaders returned to their
workers built walls around several of the
homes.
cities and towns in Judah to protect them
17
And after that, the only Israelite people against enemy attacks. 6 In the area that
whom Rehoboam ruled over were those belonged to the tribes of Judah and Benwho lived in the territory of the tribe of jamin they built walls around Bethlehem,
Judah, in the countryside and in the cities, Etam, Tekoa, 7 Beth Zur, Soko, Adullam,
towns, and villages.
8
Gath, Mareshah, 9 Adoraim, Lachish,
18
Then King Rehoboam went with Azekah, 10 Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron. 11
Adoniram to talk to the Israelite people. He also appointed an army commander in
Adoniram was the man who supervised each of those cities and towns, and gave
all the men who were forced to work for them supplies of food, olive oil, and wine.

Chapter 11
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12

He put shields and spears in all the cities
and made them well-protected. So he continued to control the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin.

be the leader of his older and younger
brothers, because he wanted to appoint
Abijah to be the next king. 23 He very
wisely sent some of his other sons to other
cities in the areas of the tribes of Judah
13
The priests and other descendants
and Benjamin, and to other cities that had
of Levi throughout Israel supported Rewalls
around them. He gave them plenty
hoboam. 14 The descendants of Levi abanof supplies and many wives.
doned their property and their pastureland, and they came to Jerusalem and to
other places in Judah, because Jeroboam
and his sons would not allow them to
do the work of priests of Yahweh. 15
Instead, Jeroboam appointed the priests 1 After Rehoboam had obtained complete
that he wanted to work at the altars he control of his kingdom, he and all the
commanded to be built on the hills all other people in Judah stopped obeying the
2
As a result, after
around the cities, to offer sacriﬁces to laws of Yahweh.
Rehoboam
had
been
king
for almost ﬁve
the idols that he commanded to be made
16 years, Yahweh sent Shishak, the king of
that resembled goats and calves.
And people from every tribe in Israel who Egypt, with his army to attack Jerusalem.
wanted to worship Yahweh, the God to 3 He brought with his army twelve hunwhom the Israelites belonged, went with dred chariots and sixty thousand soldiers
the descendants of Levi to Jerusalem to of- who rode horses and a very large number
fer sacriﬁces to Yahweh, the God whom of troops from two regions in Libya, and
their ancestors worshiped. 17 They caused from Ethiopia. 4 They captured many of
the kingdom of Judah to be strong, and the cities in Judah that had walls around
for three years they were happy that them, and they came as far as Jerusalem.
Solomon’s son Rehoboam was the king. 5 Then the prophet Shemaiah came to ReDuring that time they conducted their hoboam and the other leaders of Judah
lives righteously as David and Solomon who had gathered in Jerusalem because
had done previously.
they were afraid of the army of Shishak.

Chapter 12

18

Rehoboam married Mahalath. She was
the daughter of David’s son Jerimoth, and
her mother was Abihail, the daughter of
Eliab and granddaughter of Jesse. 19 Rehoboam and Mahalath had three sons:
Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 20 Later
Rehoboam married Maacah, the daughter of Absalom, and they had four sons:
Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith. 21
Rehoboam loved Maacah more than he
loved any other of his wives and slave
wives. Altogether he had eighteen wives
and sixty slave wives, and twenty-eight
sons and sixty daughters.
22

Shemaiah said to them, “Yahweh says this:
‘You have abandoned me; so now I am
abandoning you, to allow you to be captured by the army of Shishak.’ ”
6

Then the king and the other Israelite
leaders humbled themselves and said,
“What Yahweh is doing to us is just.”
7

When Yahweh realized that they had
humbled themselves, he gave this message to Shemaiah: ”Because they have
humbled themselves, I will not allow
them to be destroyed. Instead, I will soon
rescue them. I will not use Shishak’s
army to completely destroy the people
Rehoboam appointed his son Abijah to of Jerusalem, 8 but they will conquer
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Jerusalem and force the people there to was buried in the part of Jerusalem called
do what Shishak wants them to do. As a the city of David. Then his son Abijah beresult, the people of Jerusalem will learn came the king.
that it is better to serve me than to serve
the kings of other countries.”
9

When Shishak’s army attacked
Jerusalem, they took away the valuable
things that were in the temple of Yahweh and in the king’s palace. They took
everything that was valuable, including
the gold shields that Solomon’s workers had made. 10 So King Rehoboam’s
workers made bronze shields to be used
instead of the gold ones, and gave the
bronze shields to the commanders of the
men who guarded the entrance to the his
palace. 11 After that, whenever the king
went to the temple, the guards went with
him, carrying those bronze shields. Then
when the king left, they would return the
shields to the guards’ room.
12

Because Rehoboam humbled himself,
Yahweh stopped being angry with him,
and did not get rid of him. Instead, he
caused good things to happen in Judah.
13

Chapter 13
1

When Jeroboam had been ruling Israel
for almost eighteen years, Abijah became
the king of Judah. 2 He ruled in Jerusalem
for three years. His mother was Micaiah, the daughter of Uriel from the city of
Gibeah.
There was a war between the armies
of Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 Abijah went
into the battle, taking 400,000 of his capable soldiers, and Jeroboam prepared to
ﬁght them, taking 800,000 of his capable
troops.
4

Abijah stood on the top of Mount Zemaraim, which is in the hill country that
belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, and he
shouted, ”Jeroboam and all you other people of Israel, listen to me! 5 You certainly know that Yahweh, whom we Israelites are to worship, made a covenant
with David by which he promised that
his descendants would always rule over
6
But Jeroboam, who was only
Israel.
an oﬃcial of David’s son King Solomon,
rebelled against his king. 7 And when
Solomon’s son Rehoboam became king
and was still young and inexperienced, a
group of worthless scoundrels gathered
around you and rebelled against him.

King Rehoboam again obtained complete control in Jerusalem, and continued
to be the king of Judah. He was fortyone years old when he became the king.
He ruled for seventeen years in Jerusalem,
which is the city that Yahweh had chosen
from all the tribes in Israel to be the place
in which people were to worship him. 14
Rehoboam’s mother’s name was Naamah.
She was from the Ammon people group.
Rehoboam did evil things because he did 8
And now you are planning to ﬁght
not try to ﬁnd out what Yahweh wanted
against the kingdom that Yahweh estabhim to do.
lished to be governed by David’s descen15
An account of all the things that Re- dants. It is true that you have a huge
hoboam did while he was the king, and army, and you and your soldiers have
lists of the members of his family, are in brought with you the golden statues of
the scrolls written by the prophets Shema- calves that Jeroboam’s workers made to
iah and Iddo. The armies of Rehoboam be your gods. 9 But you drove out the
and Jeroboam were constantly ﬁghting priests that Yahweh appointed, men who
each other. 16 When Rehoboam died, he are descendants of Aaron the ﬁrst high
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priest. You also drove out the descendants
of Levi, and you appointed the priests that
you wanted, like the people of other countries do. And so one may even come to
set himself apart for the work of a priest,
even sacriﬁcing a young bull and seven
rams as a sign of his ordination and his
dedication to become a priest. But what
kind of priest is he? He is consecrated to
serve idols that are not gods at all!
10

As for us, Yahweh is our God, and we
have not abandoned him. Our priests who
serve Yahweh are descendants of Aaron,
and the descendants of Levi assist them.
11
Every morning and every evening they
present to Yahweh offerings to be completely burned on the altar, and they burn
fragrant incense. Each week they place
on the sacred table the bread to display
before Yahweh, and each morning they
light the lamps that are on the gold lampstand. We are obeying what Yahweh our
God requires us to do. But you have abandoned him; you no longer worship him.
12
Yahweh is with us; he is our leader.
The priests whom he has appointed will
blow their trumpets to signal that we are
ready to ﬁght a battle against you. You Israelite men, do not ﬁght against Yahweh,
the God to whom your ancestors belonged,
because you will not be successful against
him.”

the army of Israel. 16 The soldiers of Israel
ﬂed from the soldiers of Judah, and God
enabled the army of Judah to defeat them.
17
Abijah and his troops struck the capable soldiers of Israel and killed 500,000 of
them, the best soldiers there were in Israel.
18

So the soldiers of Israel were defeated,
and the soldiers of Judah won the battle
because they trusted in Yahweh, the God
to whom their ancestors belonged.
19

Abijah’s army pursued the army of Jeroboam, and they captured from the people of Israel the cities of Bethel, Jeshanah,
and Ephron, and the surrounding villages.
20
During the remaining time that Abijah
ruled, Jeroboam did not become powerful again. Then Yahweh caused him to become very ill, and he died.
21

But Abijah became more powerful. He
married fourteen wives and had twentytwo sons and sixteen daughters.
22

An account of the other things that Abijah did while he was the was king, including what he said and what he did, is in the
scroll written by the prophet Iddo.

Chapter 14
1

When Abijah died, he was buried in the
part of Jerusalem called the city of David.
13
While he was speaking, Jeroboam sent
His son Asa became the king. While Asa
some of his troops around the army of Juwas ruling, there was peace in Judah for
dah. So while the soldiers who were with
ten years.
Jeroboam were in front of the army of Judah, the other soldiers of Israel were be- 2 Asa did things that Yahweh his God conhind the army of Judah. 14 When the sol- siders to be right and good. 3 His workdiers of Judah turned and saw that they ers got rid of the altars to worship foreign
were going to be attacked from the front gods that were at the hilltops where the
and from the rear, they cried out to Yah- idols were worshiped. They smashed the
weh. The priests blew their trumpets, 15 stone pillars and cut down the poles that
and the men of Judah shouted a loud bat- were there for the goddess Asherah. 4 Asa
tle cry. Then Yahweh enabled Abijah and commanded the people of Judah to worthe army of Judah to defeat Jeroboam and ship only Yahweh, the God whom their
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ancestors worshiped, and to seek his will
and obey his commands. 5 His workers
destroyed all the places where idols were
worshiped on the hilltops, and the altars
for burning incense to idols, in every town
in Judah. As a result, there was peace
while Asa ruled the kingdom of Judah. 6
His workers built cities and constructed
walls around them. No army attacked Judah during those years, because Yahweh
enabled them to have peace.
7

Asa said to the people of Judah, “We
should protect these towns by building
walls around them, with watchtowers and
gates that have bars. This country still
belongs to us because we have requested
Yahweh our God to help us. We requested
him for his help, and he has given us peace
in our entire country.” So they built buildings and succeeded in what they did.
8

Gerar. A huge number of the soldiers
from Ethiopia were killed, with the result
that those who were not killed were unable to ﬁght anymore. They were completely defeated by Yahweh and his army,
and the men of Judah carried away a great
14
amount of their possessions.
The
men of Judah were able to destroy the villages near to the city of Gerar because Yahweh had caused the people there to become terriﬁed and unable to ﬁght. The
army of Judah took away all the valuable
things from those villages. 15 They also attacked the places where the local people
who took care of domestic animals had set
up their tents, and they took away large
ﬂocks and herds of sheep and goats and
camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem.

Chapter 15

Asa had an army of 300,000 men from
Judah. They all carried large shields and 1
The Spirit of God came on Azariah son
spears. He also had 280,000 men from the
of
Oded. 2 Azariah went to talk with Asa
tribe of Benjamin in his army. They also
carried shields, and also bows and arrows. and said to him, ”Asa and all you men
of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, lisThey were all brave soldiers.
ten to me. Yahweh is with you whenever
9
Zerah, a man from Ethiopia, attacked you are with him. If you request him to
Judah with an army of one million men help you, he will help you, but if you aban3
and three hundred chariots. He came to don him, he will abandon you.
For
10
Mareshah, southwest of Jerusalem. Asa many years the Israelite people did not
went with his army to ﬁght against them, have the true God, and they did not have
and both armies took their positions in the priests or God’s laws. 4 But when they exZephathah Valley.
perienced trouble, they turned to Yahweh,
our God, and requested him to help them.
11
Then Asa cried out to Yahweh his God,
And he helped them. 5 At that time, peosaying, “Yahweh, there is no one like you
ple were not safe when they traveled, bewho can help those who have very little
cause all the people who lived in those
power to resist large armies. We have
countries were experiencing many diﬃcome to ﬁght against this huge army. Yahculties. 6 The people of various nations
weh, you are our God; do not allow anywere crushed by armies of other nations,
one to defeat you.”
and people in some cities were crushed
12
Then Yahweh enabled Asa and the army by armies from other cities, because God
of Judah to defeat the army from Ethiopia. was allowing them to experience many
They ﬂed, 13 and Asa and his army pur- diﬃculties. 7 But you people, you must
sued them to the southwest as far as be strong and do not become discouraged,
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because God will reward you for what you made a disgusting pole for worshiping the
do to please him.”
goddess Asherah. So Asa commanded his
workers to cut down that pole, chop it into
8
Asa was encouraged when he heard
pieces, and burn it in the Kidron Valley.
what Azariah son of Oded, prophesied.
He did not allow Maacah to continue to
Asa commanded his workers to remove
inﬂuence the people because she was the
all the detestable idols from everywhere
mother of the previous king. 17 Although
in the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and
Asa’s workers did not get rid of places
from the towns that his soldiers had capwhere people worshiped idols, and those
tured in the hills of the tribe of Ephraim.
high places remained on the hills throughAsa’s workers repaired the altar where
out Asa’s reign. But still, Asa was deterpeople offered sacriﬁces to Yahweh that
mined to do what pleased Yahweh all durwas in front of the entrance to the temple
ing the years that he was alive. 18 He orin Jerusalem. 9 He gathered together all
dered his workers to bring into God’s temthe people of the tribes of Judah and Benple all the silver and gold and other valujamin and many people had come from
able items that he and his father had dedthe tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and
icated to God.
Simeon who were living among them. He
was able to do that because many people 19 There were no more wars in Judah until
had left those tribes in Israel, when they Asa had been ruling Judah almost thirtyﬁve years.
realized that Yahweh was helping him.
10

After Asa had been ruling for almost
ﬁfteen years, in the third month of that
year, those people gathered in Jerusalem.
11
At that time they sacriﬁced to Yahweh
seven hundred bulls and seven thousand
sheep and goats, from the animals that
they had captured when they defeated
the army of Ethiopia. 12 They solemnly
made an agreement to worship very sincerely Yahweh, the God whom our ancestors worshiped. 13 They promised to execute all those who would not worship
Yahweh, including those who were important and who were not important, both
men and women. 14 They shouted and
blew trumpets and other horns while they
solemnly promised to do that. 15 All the
people who were living in Judah were
happy to promise to do that because they
had solemnly promised to do it very sincerely. They eagerly asked Yahweh to
guide them, and he helped them. So he
enabled them to have peace throughout
their country.
16

Chapter 16
1

When Asa had been ruling Judah for almost thirty-six years, King Baasha of Israel went with his army to attack Judah.
They captured the town of Ramah north
of Jerusalem and started to build a wall
around it, in order to prevent any people
from entering or leaving the area in Judah
that King Asa ruled.
2

So Asa told his workers to take all the silver and gold that was in the storerooms of
the temple and in his own palace, and take
and give it to Ben Hadad, the king of Aram,
who was ruling in Damascus. He sent him
a message, saying, 3 “I want there to be
a peace treaty between me and you, like
there was between my father and your father. Look, I am sending you much silver
and gold. So please cancel the treaty that
you have made with Baasha, the king of
Israel, in order that he will take his solKing Asa’s grandmother Maacah had diers away from attacking mine, because
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13
from doctors.
Asa had been ruling
for about forty-one years when he died.
14
People buried him in the tomb that his
workers had made for him in the part
of Jerusalem called “the city of David.”
They laid his corpse on a bed covered
with spices and various perfumes that had
been mixed together. They also lit a huge
ﬁre to honor him.

he will be afraid of your army.”
4

Ben Hadad agreed to do what King Asa
suggested. He sent the commanders of
his armies with their soldiers to attack
some of the towns in Israel. They captured Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim, and all the
cities in the tribe of Naphtali where supplies were kept. 5 When Baasha heard
about that, he commanded his troops to
stop fortifying Ramah. 6 Then King Asa
gathered all the men of Judah, and they
took away from Ramah all the stones and
timber that Baasha’s men had been using
to build the wall around that town. They 1 Then Asa’s son Jehoshaphat became the
took those materials to the cities of Geba king of Judah, and he enabled his army to
and Mizpah north of Jerusalem and built become very strong, with the result that
walls around them.
they could resist attacks from the army of
7
At that time the prophet Hanani went to Israel. 2 He put soldiers in all the cities
King Asa and said to him, ”Because you in Judah around which they had built
relied on the king of Aram and not on walls, and he put soldiers in other places
Yahweh our God, the army of the king of in Judah and in the towns in the tribe of
Aram has escaped from you. 8 Remember Ephraim that soldiers of his father Asa
that the huge armies from Ethiopia were had captured.
very powerful. But when you relied on 3 Yahweh helped Jehoshaphat because in
Yahweh, he enabled your army to defeat his earlier years, when he ﬁrst began his
them. 9 That happened because Yahweh rule, he did the things that pleased Yahsees what is happening all over the earth, weh just as his ancestor King David had
and he strengthens those who completely done. Jehoshaphat did not worship Baal.
trust him. You have done a very foolish 4 Instead, he sought advice from the God
thing, so from now on other armies will whom his father had worshiped, and he
be ﬁghting your army.”
obeyed God’s commands and he did not

Chapter 17

10

Asa was very angry with the prophet because of what the prophet had said. So he
commanded his oﬃcials to put Hanani in
prison. At that same time, he started to
treat some of his people very cruelly.
11

do the evil things that the kings of Israel
kept doing. 5 Yahweh enabled him to completely control his kingdom. All the people of Judah brought gifts to him, with the
result that he became very rich and was
greatly honored. 6 He was completely devoted to doing what pleased Yahweh. His
workers got rid of the places on hilltops
were idols were worshiped and the places
where poles were set up and used to worship the goddess Asherah all throughout
Judah.

All the things that Asa did while he was
ruling, from the time he started to rule
until he died, are written in the book of
the kings of Judah and Israel. 12 When
Asa had been ruling for almost thirty-nine
years, he was aﬄicted with a disease in
his feet. The disease was very severe, but
in spite of that, he did not request help 7 When he had been ruling Judah for alfrom Yahweh. Instead he sought help only most three years, he sent some of his
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oﬃcials—Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah,
Nethanel, and Micaiah—to teach the people in various cities in Judah. 8 With them
he sent several descendants of Levi—
Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel,
Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tob-Adonijah, along with two
priests, Elishama and Jehoram. 9 They
took with them a scroll on which was
written the laws of Yahweh and they
taught them to the people in all the towns
throughout Judah.
10

The people in all the kingdoms surrounding Judah became very afraid of
what Yahweh might do to punish them if
they fought against Judah, so they did not
try to ﬁght Jehoshaphat’s army. 11 Some
people from Philistia brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, and they also brought to him
the silver that he demanded that they pay
to him. Some Arabs brought to him 7,700
rams and 7,700 goats.
12

Jehoshaphat continued to become more
powerful. His workers built forts and
places to store supplies in various towns
in Judah. 13 Then they put large amounts
of supplies in those storehouses.

18

Next was Jehozabad, who commanded 180,000 men who had weapons
for ﬁghting battles.
19

Those were the soldiers who served
the king in Jerusalem, in addition to the
men whom the king had placed in the
other cities in Judah that had walls around
them.

Chapter 18
1

Jehoshaphat became very wealthy and
was greatly honored. But then he arranged for one of his family to marry
someone from the family of King Ahab
of Israel. 2 Several years later, he went
down from Jerusalem to Samaria to visit
Ahab. Ahab welcomed him, and the people who had come with him by slaughtering many sheep and cattle for a feast. 3
Then he asked Jehoshaphat, “Will you and
your army go with my army to attack the
city of Ramoth in the region of Gilead?” Jehoshaphat replied, “My soldiers and I are
at your orders. We will go to war when
you tell us to go.” 4 Then he added, “But
we should ask Yahweh ﬁrst, to ﬁnd out
what he wants us to do.”

Jehoshaphat also placed in Jerusalem soldiers who were experienced. 14 The leaders and numbers from each tribe were as 5 So the king of Israel gathered all his
follows:
four hundred prophets and asked them,
From the tribe of Judah, Adnah was the “Should we go to ﬁght the people of
leader of the soldiers, and he commanded Ramoth, or should we not?”
300,000 soldiers.
They replied, “Yes, go and attack them beHis assistant was Jehohanan, who cause God will enable your army to defeat
them.”
commanded 280,000 soldiers.
15

Next was Zicri’s son Amasiah, who 6 But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there no
volunteered to serve Yahweh in this way; prophet of Yahweh here whom we can
he commanded 200,000 courageous sol- ask?”
diers.
7
The king of Israel replied, “There is still
17
From the tribe of Benjamin, Eliada, one man here, whom we can ask to ﬁnd
who was a brave soldier, was the leader of out what Yahweh wants, His name is Micathe soldiers; he commanded 200,000 men iah son of Imlah. But I hate him because
who had bows, arrows, and shields.
he never says that anything good about
16
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me. He always predicts that bad things 16 Then Micaiah replied, “The truth is that
will happen to me.”
in a vision I saw all the troops of Israel
scattered on the mountains. They seemed
Jehoshaphat replied, “King Ahab, you
to be like sheep that did not have a shepshould not say that!”
herd. And Yahweh said, ‘Their master has
8
So the king of Israel told one of his oﬃ- been killed. So tell them all to go home
peacefully.’ ”
cials to summon Micaiah immediately.
9

Now the king of Israel and the king of Judah were sitting there on thrones, wearing their royal robes. They were sitting by
the gate of Samaria, and all the prophets
were busy saying words of prophecy to
them.
10

17

Ahab turned to Jehoshaphat and said, “I
told you that Micaiah never says anything
good will happen to me! He only predicts
bad things for me.”
18

But Micaiah continued, saying, ”Listen
to what Yahweh showed to me! In a vision I saw Yahweh sitting on his throne,
with all the armies of heaven standing
around him, on his right side and on his
left side. 19 And Yahweh said, ‘Who can
persuade Ahab, the king of Israel, to go to
ﬁght against the people of Ramoth, in order that he may be killed there?’

One of them whose name was Zedekiah
son of Kenaanah, had made from iron
something that resembled the horns of
a bull. He proclaimed to Ahab, “This is
what Yahweh says: ‘With horns like these,
your army will keep attacking the army of
Aram like a bull attacks another animal,
until you completely destroy them.’ ” 11 All Some suggested one thing, and others sugthe other prophets of Ahab agreed. They gested something else.
said, “Yes! If you attack Ramoth in Gilead, 20 Finally one spirit forward and said, ‘I
you will be successful, because Yahweh can do it!’
will enable you to defeat them.”
Yahweh asked him, ‘How will you do it?’
12
The messenger who went to summon 21
The spirit replied, ‘I will go and inspire
Micaiah said to him, “Listen to me! All the
other prophets are predicting the same all of Ahab’s prophets to tell lies.’ Yahweh
thing. You had better do as they are do- said, ‘You will be successful; go and do it!’
22
So now I tell you that Yahweh has
ing!”
caused your prophets to lie to you. Yah13
But Micaiah said, “As surely as Yahweh
weh has decided that something terrible
lives, I will tell him only what he tells me
will happen to you.”
to say.”
23
Then Zedekiah walked over to Micaiah
14
When Micaiah arrived, the king of Is- and slapped him on his face. He said, “Do
rael asked him, “Should we go to attack you think that Yahweh’s spirit left me in
Ramoth, or not?”
order to speak to you?”
Micaiah replied, “Sure, go! Yahweh will 24 Micaiah replied, “You will ﬁnd out for
enable your army to defeat them!”
yourself to which of us Yahweh’s spirit has
15
But King Ahab wished to appear rev- truly spoken on the day when you go into
erent toward Yahweh in front of Je- a room of some house to hide from the
hoshaphat. He said to Miciaiah, “I keep Aramean soldiers!”
telling you to say only what Yahweh tells 25 King Ahab commanded his soldiers, ”Arrest Micaiah and take him to Amon, the
you to say!”

595

2 CHRONICLES

Chapter 19

governor of this city, and to my son Joash.
26
Tell them that I have commanded that
they should put this man in prison and 1
When King Jehoshaphat returned safely
give him only bread and water. Do not
to
his palace in Jerusalem, 2 the prophet
give him anything else to eat until I return
Jehu son of the prophet Hanani, went out
safely from the battle!”
of the city to meet the king, and said to
27
Micaiah replied, “If you return safely, it him, ”It was not right for you to help a
will be clear that it was not Yahweh who wicked man and to love those who hate
told me what to say to you!” Then he said Yahweh. Because of what you have done,
3
to all those who were standing there, “Do Yahweh is angry with you. But you have
not forget what I have said to King Ahab!” done some good things; you got rid of the
poles in this country for worshiping the
28
So the king of Israel and the king of Ju- goddess Asherah, and you have been dedah led their armies to Ramoth in Gilead. termined to do what pleases God.”
29
King Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “I will 4 Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem. But one
put on different clothes, in order that no time, like he had done once previously,
one will recognize that I am the king. But he went out among all the people in the
you should wear your royal robe.” So the country, from the city of Beersheba in the
king of Israel disguised himself, and they far south to the hill country of the tribe
both went into the battle.
of Ephraim in the far north, and he con30

The king of Aram had told his soldiers
who were driving the chariots, “Attack
only the king of Israel! Do not attack anyone else.” 31 So when the soldiers who
were driving the Aramean chariots saw Jehoshaphat wearing the royal robes, they
thought, “He must be the king of Israel!” 32
So they turned to attack him. But when Jehoshaphat cried out, Yahweh helped him,
and they realized that he was not the king
of Israel. And God caused them to stop
pursuing him.
33

But one Aramean soldier shot an arrow at Ahab, without knowing who he
was. The arrow struck Ahab between
the places where the parts of his armor
joined together. Ahab told the driver of
his chariot, “Turn the chariot around and
take me out of here! I have been severely
wounded!” 34 The battle continued all the
day. Ahab was sitting propped up in his
chariot, facing the Aramean soldiers. And
late in the afternoon, when the sun was
setting, he died.

vinced them to return to worshiping Yahweh, the God whom their ancestors worshiped. 5 He appointed judges throughout
Judah, in each of the cities that had walls
6
around them.
He told them, ”Make
your decisions carefully, because you are
judging cases not in order to please people, but to please Yahweh. And he will be
watching you whenever you make a decision. 7 So now revere Yahweh and judge
cases carefully and do not forget that Yahweh our God never acts unjustly, and that
he never does what people want because
they offer him money.”
8

In Jerusalem, Jehoshaphat also appointed some priests and other descendants of Levi and some leaders of Israelite
families to be judges. He told them to do
what Yahweh’s laws said was right when
they settled disputes. Those men lived in
Jerusalem. 9 He told them this: ”You must
always do your work faithfully, honoring
Yahweh. 10 In every dispute that your fellow Israelites who live in the cities want
you to settle, you must warn them to not
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sin against Yahweh by telling lies during
the trial—regardless of whether the trial
is about murder, or about various laws, or
about various royal decress. If you do not
warn them, God will punish you. Do this
so that he does not become angry with you
or your fellow Israelites.
11

Amariah, the high priest, will supervise you in any matter that Yahweh is concerned about, and Zebadiah son of Ishmael, the leader of the tribe of Judah, will
supervise you in any matter that I am concerned about. And the descendants of
Levi will assist you. Act courageously, and
I pray that Yahweh will help those who do
their work well.”

You rule over all the kings and nations on
earth. You can do anything; no one can
successfully oppose you. 7 Our God, you
drove out the people who lived in this land
while your Israelite people advanced into
it, and you certainly gave it to us who are
descendants of Abraham, so that the land
would belong to us forever. 8 Our ancestors lived here and built a temple at which
to worship you. At that time they prayed:
9
‘If we experience disasters, either from
our enemies attacking us, or from disease
or hunger, we will assemble at this temple in your presence, for you agreed to be
present here. We will plead with you because of the things we are suffering, and
you will hear us and will rescue us.’
10

Chapter 20
1

Later armies from Moab and Ammon
and some soldiers from region of Meun,
near Edom, came to ﬁght against Jehoshaphat’s army.
2

You would not allow our Israelite ancestors to enter the countries of Ammon,
Moab, or Edom when they were traveling from Egypt to Canaan. So our ancestors turned away from those areas and did
not attack the people there and did not
destroy them. But now they are coming
here to attack us. 11 We did good things
for them. But now look at how they are
repaying us by trying to drive out us from
the land that you gave to our ancestors to
belong to them and their descendants forever! 12 So, our God, please punish them.
We cannot defeat the enormous army that
is coming to attack us. We do not know
what to do, but we are depending on you
to help us.”

Some men came and told Jehoshaphat,
“A huge army is coming to attack your
army. They are coming from the region
of Edom, from the other side of the Dead
Sea. They have already come to Hazezon Tamar!” Another name for that place
3
Jehoshaphat became very
is Engedi.
afraid, so he decided to ask Yahweh what
he should do. He also proclaimed that
all the people of Judah should fast. 4 The 13 All the men of Judah and their wives,
people of Judah gathered together to re- children, and babies were standing there
quest Yahweh to help them. They came in the presence of Yahweh while Jeto Jerusalem from every town in Judah to hoshaphat prayed.
seek help from Yahweh.
14
Then the Spirit of Yahweh came upon
5
Then Jehoshaphat stood up in front of
Jahaziel son of Zechariah, who was son
the people of Judah in front of the new
of Benaiah, who was son of Jeiel, who
courtyard of the temple, 6 and he prayed
was son of Mattaniah. He was a dethis:
scendant of Levi and a descendant of As”Yahweh, the God whom our an- aph. He stood up in front of the whole
cestors belonged to, you rule from heaven. group that was gathered there, 15 and said,
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”King Jehoshaphat and all you who live
in Jerusalem and in other places in Judah,
listen! This is what Yahweh says to you:
’Do not be afraid or discouraged because
of this huge army that is coming to attack
you, because it is not you who will win this
battle. It is God who will win it. 16 Tomorrow march down toward them. They
will be climbing up through the pass of Ziz
north of En Gedi. You will meet them at
the end of the gorge near wilderness of
Jeruel. 17 But you will not need to ﬁght
this battle. You soldiers from Jerusalem
and other places in Judah, just take your
positions, and then stand still and watch
what will happen. You will see Yahweh
rescue you. Do not be afraid or discouraged. March toward them tomorrow, and
Yahweh will be with you.’”
18

Jehoshaphat prostrated himself with his
face touching the ground, and all the people of Jerusalem and other places in Judah who were there knelt down to worship Yahweh. 19 Then some descendants
of Levi who were descendants of Kohath
and Korah stood up and loudly praised
Yahweh, the God whom the Israelites belonged to.
20

Early the next morning the army left to
go to the desert near the town of Tekoa.
While they were leaving, Jehoshaphat
stood up and said to them, “You people of
Jerusalem and other places in Judah, listen to me! Trust in Yahweh our God; if you
do that, you will be strong. Trust in what
his prophets have said; if you do that, you
will be successful.” 21 Then, after consulting with the people’s leaders, Jehoshaphat
assigned some persons to sign praise ot
Yahweh for his greatness, and for these individuals to lead the entire army to the enemy. They were singing,

22

While they began to sing and praise Yahweh, Yahweh caused some enemy soldiers
to unexpectedly attack the others from
Ammon and Moab and Edom. They defeated the others in their army. 23 Then
the soldiers from Ammon and Moab attacked the soldiers from Edom and completely annihilated them. After they ﬁnished slaughtering the men from Edom,
they slaughtered each other.
24

When the soldiers from Judah came
to the place where they could look down
over the wilderness, they looked toward
that huge army of their enemies, and they
saw only corpses lying on the ground. No
one had survived.
25

So Jehoshaphat and his soldiers went
to take the possessions of their enemies,
and they saw that there was a lot of equipment and clothing and other valuable
things; there was more than they could
carry away. There were very many things,
with the result that it took three days for
them to collect them all. 26 The following
day they gathered in Berakah Valley and
praised Yahweh there. That is why that
valley is still called Berakah, which means
praise.
27

Then while Jehoshaphat led them, all
the soldiers who were from Jerusalem
and other places in Judah returned to
Jerusalem. They were happy because Yahweh had enabled them to defeat their enemies. 28 When they arrived at Jerusalem,
they went to the temple, playing harps,
lutes, and trumpets.
29

People in the kingdoms of the nearby
countries became very afraid when they
heard how Yahweh had fought against
the enemies of the Israelites. 30 Then
there was peace in the kingdom that Je”Thank Yahweh,
hoshaphat ruled, because God had enbecause he faithfully loves us for- abled him to have peace throughout the
ever.”
country.
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31

Jehoshaphat continued to rule Judah.
He was thirty-ﬁve years old when he
became king of Judah, and he ruled in
Jerusalem for twenty-ﬁve years.
His
mother’s name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi. 32 He did things that were
pleasing to Yahweh, like his father Asa
had done, and he did not stop doing those
things. 33 But he did not get rid of the
places where idols were worshiped on
the hills in the countryside, and most of
the people still not erious about obeying
the God whom their ancestors had worshiped.
34

A record of the other things that Jehoshaphat did while he ruled, from the
beginning until he died, is in the scrolls
written by the prophet Jehu son of Hanani.
They are also in the scroll on which was
written a record of the activities of the
kings of Israel.
35

Later, Jehoshaphat made a treaty with
Ahaziah, the king of Israel, who was a very
wicked king. 36 They agreed that their
workers would build a ﬂeet of ships to
use to buy and sell things with other countries. After those ships were built at Ezion
Geber, 37 Eliezer son of Dodavahu of the
city of Mareshah, prophesied against Jehoshaphat. He said, “You have made an alliance with Ahaziah, who is a wicked king.
Therefore, Yahweh will destroy the ships
that your workers have made.” And the
ships were wrecked, and were never able
to sail to other countries.

Chapter 21
1

Then Jehoshaphat died and was buried
where his ancestors were buried in the
part of Jerusalem called the city of David.
His son Jehoram became the next king
of Judah. 2 Jehoram’s younger brothers
were Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariah,

Michael, and Shephatiah. 3 Before Jehoshaphat died, he had given them large
gifts of silver and gold and other valuable
things. He also appointed them to rule various cities in Judah that had walls around
them. But he appointed Jehoram to be the
king of Judah, because Jehoram was his
oldest son.
4

After Jehoram was completely in control of his father’s kingdom, he caused
all of his younger brothers to be killed,
along with some of the leaders of the nation. 5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old
when he became the king, and he ruled
6
in Jerusalem for eight years.
But he
did many of the evil things that the kings
of Israel had done. He did many things
that Yahweh said were evil, things that the
family of Ahab had done, because he married one of Ahab’s daughters. 7 However,
because of the covenant that Yahweh had
made with King David, Yahweh did not
want to get rid of the descendants Judah.
8

While Jehoram was ruling, the people in
the region of Edom rebelled against the
king of Judah and appointed their own
king. 9 So Jehoram and his oﬃcers and
his men in chariots went to Edom. There,
the army of Edom surrounded them. However, Jerhoram and his army attacked
them and broke free from them; then they
escaped during the night. 10 But the king
of Judah was never able to regain control
of Edom, and Edom is still not controlled
by Judah. The people in the city of Libnah
between Judah and Philistia also rebelled
against Judah. Those things happened because Jehoram stopped obeying Yahweh,
the God whom his ancestors belonged to.
11

On the hilltops in Judah he had also built
high places, where they worshiped idols.
He caused the people of Judah to stray
away from Yahweh by worshiping foreign
gods.
12
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the prophet Elijah. Elijah had written this:

Chapter 22

13

Instead, you have continually done the
evil things that the kings of Israel have
done. You have encouraged the people
in Jerusalem and other places in Judah
to stop worshiping Yahweh and to be unfaithful to him. And you have killed your
brothers, men who were better than you
are.’
14

1

The people of Jerusalem appointed Jehoram’s youngest son Ahaziah to be their
king, because the men from Philistia who
had invaded Judah with some Arabs had
killed all of Jehoram’s other sons. So
Ahaziah started to rule Judah.
2

Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when
he became king. He ruled in Jerusalem
for one year. His mother’s name was
Athaliah, a granddaughter of King Omri of
Israel.

So now Yahweh is about to cause disasters to strike very severely the people
in your kingdom and even your own children and your wives, and everything that
you own. 15 And you yourself will have 3 King Ahab conducted his life just like the
an intestinal disease that will continue to members of Ahab’s family had done, bebecome worse, and you will suffer from it cause his mother encouraged him to do
4
until you die.”
He did many
things that are wrong.
things
that
Yahweh
said
were
evil, like the
16
Then Yahweh stirred up some men from
descendants of Ahab had done, because
the Philistia people group and some Arabs
after Ahaziah’s father died, they became
who lived near the coast of the Mediterhis advisors. And Ahaziah died as a reranean Sea, where people from Ethiopia
sult of heeding their bad advice. 5 Before
had settled, to come against Jehoram. 17
he died, he did what they encourage him
Their army invaded Judah and took away
to do by going with Joram son of King
from Jerusalem all the valuable things
Ahab of Israel, to ﬁght against the army
that they found in the king’s palace; they
of Hazael, the king of Aram, at Ramoth
also took away his sons and wives. His
Gilead. Joram was wounded there by the
youngest son, Jehoahaz, was the only one
Arameans.
of his sons whom they did not take away.
6
After he was wounded, Joram went back
18
After that happened, Yahweh caused Je- to the city of Jezreel to recover from his
horam to be aﬄicted with an intestinal battle wounds. Then King Ahaziah went
disease that no doctor could cure. 19 About down to Jezreel to see Joram son of King
two years later, while he had great pain, Ahab, because he had been wounded.
he died because of that disease. The peo7
God caused Ahaziah to die as a result of
ple of Judah had made bonﬁres to honor
his
going to visit Joram. When Ahaziah arhis ancestors when they died, but they did
rived, he went with Joram to meet Jehu
not make a bonﬁre for Jehoram.
son of Nimshi, whom Yahweh had ap20
Jehoram was thirty-two years old when pointed to kill all the descendants of Ahab.
he became the king, and he ruled in 8 While Jehu and the men who were with
Jerusalem for eight years. No one regret- him were killing Ahab’s descendants, they
ted it when he died. His corpse was buried found the leaders of Judah and the sons
in the part of Jerusalem called the city of of Ahaziah’s relatives who had been workDavid, but he was not buried where the ing for Ahaziah, and they killed all of them
other kings of Judah had been buried.
also. 9 Then Jehu went to ﬁnd Ahaziah,
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and his soldiers found Ahaziah while he
was hiding in the city of Samaria. They
brought him to Jehu and executed him.
Then they buried his corpse, because they
said, “He deserves to be buried, because
he was a descendant of Jehoshaphat, who
tried hard to please Yahweh.” After that,
there were no descendants of Ahaziah
who were powerful enough to become the
kings of Judah.
10

”This is the son of the previous king of Judah. So he is the one who must rule, like
Yahweh promised that the descendants of
King David must do.
4

So this is what you must do: One-third of
you priests and other descendants of Levi
who are starting to work on the Sabbath
day must guard the temple doors. 5 Onethird of you must guard the king’s palace,
and one-third of you must guard the Foundation Gate. All the other people will be in
the courtyard outside the temple. 6 Only
the priests and the descendants of Levi
who work there are allowed to enter the
temple, because they are set apart for that
work. All the others must remain in the
courtyard, obeying what Yahweh has commanded. 7 You descendants of Levi must
stand around the young king, each of you
with your weapon in your hand. You must
kill anyone else who tries to enter the temple. And stay close to the king, wherever
he goes.”

When Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah,
saw that her son had been killed, she commanded that all the members of Ahaziah’s
family who might become king must be
executed. 11 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram, took Joash, Ahaziah’s
very young son, away from the other sons
of the king who were about to be murdered, and she hid him and his nursemaid in a bedroom in the temple. Because Jehosheba, who was the daughter
of King Jehoram and the wife of the high
priest Jehoiada, was Ahaziah’s sister, she
was able to hide the child, with the result 8
So the descendants of Levi and all the
that Athaliah could not kill him. 12 He remen of Judah did what Jehoiada had told
mained hidden there for six years while
them. He did not allow anyone to go home
Athaliah ruled Judah.
after he ﬁnished his work on that day.
Each commander took his men, the ones
who were ﬁnishing their work on that
Sabbath day and those who were starting their work on that day. 9 Then Jehoiada gave each of the commanders the
1
The next year, Jehoiada decided that it
spears and the large and small shields that
was necessary to do something. So he
had been put there in the temple by King
made an agreement with the army comDavid. 10 He commanded all the guards
manders of groups of one hundred solto stand in their positions, each with his
diers: Azariah son of Jeroham, Ishmael
sword in his hand, all around the king—
son of Jehohanan, Azariah son of Obed,
near the altar and near the temple, from
Maaseiah son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat
the north side to the south side.
son of Zicri. 2 They went throughout
Judah and gathered the descendants of 11 Then Jehoiada and his sons brought
Levi and the leaders of Israelite families Joash out. They put a crown on his head
from all the cities. When they came to and gave him a scroll on which were writJerusalem, 3 the whole group went to the ten the rules that the kings needed to obey,
temple and made an agreement with the and they proclaimed that he was now the
young king there. Jehoiada said to them, king. They anointed him with olive oil and
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shouted, “We desire that the king will live be allowed to enter.
for many years!”
20
Jehoiada took with him the army com12
When Athaliah heard the noise being manders, the important men, the leaders
made by the people running toward the and many others, and brought the king
king and cheering, she ran to the temple. down from the temple. They went into the
13
She saw the young king there stand- palace through the Upper Gate, and put
ing alongside the pillar at the entrance of the king on his throne. 21 Then all the peothe temple, which is the place at the tem- ple of Judah rejoiced. And there was quiet
ple where the kings usually stood. The throughout the city, because Athaliah had
army commanders and trumpet players been killed.
were standing beside the king, and all the
people of Judah were rejoicing and blowing trumpets, and singers with their musical instruments were leading the people
while they praised God. Then Athaliah 1
tore her robes and started screaming, Joash was seven years old when he became the king of Judah, and he ruled in
“You are committing treason!”
Jerusalem for forty years. His mother’s
14
Jehoiada the high priest said to the army name was Zibiah; she was from the city
commanders, “Kill her, but do not kill her of Beersheba. 2 Joash did what pleased
at the temple of Yahweh!” Then he said Yahweh all during the years that Jehoiada
to them, “Bring Athaliah out between your was the high priest. 3 Jehoiada chose two
ranks and kill anyone who tries to follow women to be Joash’s wives. And they bore
her!” 15 She tried to ﬂee, but they seized Joash sons and daughters.
her as she reached the Horse Gate, before 4
Some years later, Joash decided that the
the palace, and they killed her there. 16
5
He sumThen Jehoiada made an agreement that temple should be repaired.
moned
the
priests
and
other
descendants
he and the king and all the other people
would be Yahweh’s people. 17 Then all the of Levi and said to them, “Go to the cities
people who were there went to the temple of Judah and collect from the people the
of Baal and tore it down. They smashed tax money that they are required to pay
the altars of Baal. They also killed Mattan, each year, and use that money to pay for
the priest of Baal, in front of those altars. repairing the temple. Do it immediately.”
But the descendants of Levi did not do it
18
Then Jehoiada appointed the priests, immediately.
who were also descended from Levi, to 6
So the king summoned Jehoiada and said
take care of the temple. They were part of
to him, “Why have you not required the
the group to whom King David had given
descendants of Levi to bring to Jerusalem
various work at the temple, to sacriﬁce
from various places in Judah the annual
the animals that were to be completely
tax that Moses said that the people of Juburned on the altar, doing what was writdah must pay, for taking care of the sacred
ten in the laws that Moses had given to
tent?”
them. He also told them to rejoice and
sing, which was also what David had com- 7 The temple needed to be repaired bemanded. 19 He also put gatekeepers at the cause the sons of that wicked woman
gates of the temple in order that anyone Athaliah had entered into the temple and
who was unacceptable to God would not had wrecked some of the things, and had
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also used some of the sacred items that 15 Jehoiada became very old. He died
were in it for the worship of Baal.
when he was 130 years old. 16 He was
buried where the kings had been buried,
8
So, obeying what the king commanded, in the part of Jerusalem called the city of
the descendants of Levi made a chest and David. He was buried there because of the
placed it outside the temple, at one of the good things that he had done in Judah for
entrances. 9 Then the king sent letters ev- God and for God’s temple.
erywhere in Judah, requesting everyone 17
After Jehoiada died, the leaders of Juto bring their tax money to the temple,
dah went to Joash, bowed in front of
as Moses had required the Israelite peohim, and persuaded him to do what they
ple to do when they were in the wilder18
So they and the other peowanted.
ness. 10 All the oﬃcials and the other people stopped worshiping at the temple, and
ple agreed, and they brought their contrithey started worshiping the poles dedibutions gladly. They put the money into
cated to the goddess Asherah and other
11
the chest until it was full.
Whenidols. Because they were doing those sinever the descendants of Levi brought the
ful things, God was very angry with the
chest to the king’s oﬃcials, and they saw
people of Jerusalem and with the people
that there was a lot of money in it, the
in other places in Judah. 19 Although Yahking’s secretary and the assistant to the
weh sent prophets to persuade them to rehigh priest would take all the money from
turn to him, and although the prophets
the chest and then put the chest back in
testiﬁed about the evil things that they
its place. They did this frequently, and
had done, the people would not pay attenthey collected a huge amount of money.
tion.
12
The king and Jehoiada gave the money
to the men who were supervising the 20 Then God’s Spirit came upon Zechariah
work of repairing the temple. Those men son of Jehoiada the high priest. He stood
hired stoneworkers and carpenters to re- up front of the people and said, “This is
pair the temple. They also hired men who what God says: Why are you violating Yahworked with iron and bronze to repair the weh’s commandments? You will not be
things in the temple that were broken.
able prosper if you do that. Since you have
stopped obeying Yahweh, he will stop tak13
The men who did the repair work ing care of you.”
worked hard, and the work of repairing 21
But the people planned to kill Zechariah.
the temple progressed. They rebuilt the
And the king permitted them to kill him.
temple to make it as it was originally, and
They killed him by throwing stones at him
they made it stronger. 14 When they had
in the temple courtyard. 22 King Joash forﬁnished the repair work, they brought to
got about how Zechariah’s father Jehoiada
the king and to Jehoiada the money that
had been kind to him. So he commanded
they had not used for the repairs. That
them to kill Jehoiada’s son Zechariah, who
money was used to make things to use
said as he was dying, “I hope that Yahweh
for performing the sacriﬁces that were to
will see what you are doing to me and punbe completely burned on the altar, and
ish you for doing it.”
to make bowls and other gold and silver
things for the temple. As long as Joash 23 Near the end of that year , the army
lived, the people continually brought to of Aram marched to attack the army of
the temple sacriﬁces that were to be com- Joash. They invaded Judah and attacked
Jerusalem and killed all the leaders of
pletely burned on the altar.
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the people. They seized many valuable
things and sent them to their king in Damascus, their capital city. 24 The army of
Aram that came to Judah was very small,
but Yahweh allowed them to defeat the
large army of Judah, because he was punishing Joash and the other people of Judah for having abandoned him, the God
whom their ancestors worshiped. 25 Before the battle ended, Joash was severely
wounded. Then his oﬃcials decided to
kill him for murdering Zechariah son of
Jehoiada the high priest. They killed him
while he was in his bed. They buried him
in the part of Jerusalem called the city
of David, but they did not bury him in
the place where the other kings had been
buried.
26

that Moses had written. In those laws Yahweh had commanded, “People must not
be executed because of what their children have done, and children must not
be executed for what their parents have
done. People must be executed only for
the sins that they themselves have committed.”
5

Amaziah summoned the men of the
tribes of Judah and Benjamin to come to
Jerusalem, and there he put them into
groups, each clan in a group by themselves. Then he appointed oﬃcers to command each group. Some oﬃcers commanded one hundred men, and some
commanded one thousand men. They
counted the men who were at least twenty
years old; altogether there were 300,000
men. They were all men who were ready
to be in the army, and able to ﬁght well,
using spears and shields. 6 Amaziah also
hired 100,000 capable soldiers from Israel;
he paid paid almost 3,300 kilograms (or
about three and one-third metric tons) of
silver for them.

Those who conspired to kill him were
Zabad son of Shimeath, who was a woman
from the Ammon people group, and Jehozabad son of Shimrith, who was a woman
from the Moab people group. 27 An account of the things that were done by the
sons of Joash and the many prophecies
about Joash and what he did to repair the
7
But a prophet came to him and said,
temple are written in the commentary on
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. ”Your Majesty, you must not allow those
Then after Joash died, Amaziah his son be- soldiers from Israel to march with your
soldiers, because Yahweh does not help
came the king.
the people of the tribe of Ephraim or from
anywhere else in Israel. 8 Even if your
soldiers go and ﬁght courageously in battles, God will cause your enemies to defeat
you; do not forget that God has the power
1
Amaziah was twenty-ﬁve years old when to help armies or to cause them to be dehe became the king of Judah, and he ruled feated.”
from Jerusalem for twenty-nine years.
His mother was Jehoaddan. She was from 9 Amaziah asked that prophet, “If I do that,
Jerusalem. 2 Amaziah did many things what about 3,300 kilograms of silver that
that pleased Yahweh, but he did not want I paid to hire those soldiers from Israel?”
3
to do them very much.
As soon as
The prophet replied, “Yahweh is able to
he was in complete control of his kingpay you back more money than you paid
dom, he caused others to execute the ofto hire those soldiers.”
ﬁcials who had murdered his father. 4
But he did not order their sons to be ex- 10 So Amaziah told those soldiers from Isecuted; he obeyed what was in the laws rael to return home. They left to go home,

Chapter 25
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but they were very angry with the king of He wrote, “Come and meet me face to face
Judah for not allowing them to stay and in battle.”
ﬁght.
18
But Jehoash replied this to King
11
Then Amaziah became brave, and he Amaziah: ”One time a thistle growing in
led his army to the Valley of Salt. There the mountains in Lebanon sent a message
they killed ten thousand soldiers from the to a cedar tree, saying, ‘Give your daughEdom people group. 12 The army of Judah ter to my son in order that he can marry
also captured ten thousand other soldiers, her.’ But a wild animal in Lebanon came
took them to the top of a cliff, and threw along and trampled the thistle under his
them all down over the cliff, with the re- feet. 19 What I mean is that you are saying
sult that their bodies were all smashed to to yourself that your army has defeated
pieces.
the army of Edom, so you have become
13
While that was happening, the sol- very proud. You can be proud of your vicdiers from Israel whom Amaziah had sent tory, but you should not ﬁght me. If you
home raided cities and towns in Judea, do, you will only make trouble for yourfrom the city of Samaria to the city of Beth self. I will defeat you, and Judah with
Horon. They killed three thousand people you.”

and took away a great amount of valuable 20 But Amaziah paid no attention to Jethings.
hoash’s message. This happened because
14
When Amaziah returned to Jerusalem God wanted Jehoash’s army to defeat
after his army had slaughtered the sol- them, because they were worshiping the
21
So Jehoash’s army atdiers from Edom, he brought the idols that gods of Edom.
tacked.
Their
two
armies
faced each other
his enemies had worshiped. He set them
22
up to be his own gods. Then he bowed at the city of Beth Shemesh in Judah.
down to worship them and offered sacri- The army of Judah was badly defeated
ﬁces to them. 15 Because of that, Yahweh by the army of Israel, and all the sol23
was very angry with Amaziah. He sent a diers of Judah ﬂed to their homes.
prophet to him, who said, “Why do you King Jehoash’s army also captured King
worship these foreign gods who were not Amaziah there. Then he brought Amaziah
even able to save their own people when to Jerusalem, and his soldiers tore down
the wall that was around the city, from
your army attacked them?”
the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. That
16
While he was still speaking, the king was a section that was one-hundred and
said to him, “We certainly did not appoint eighty meters long. 24 His soldiers also caryou to be one of my advisors. So stop talk- ried away the gold, silver, and other valuing! If you say anything more, I will tell able objects from the temple that the demy soldiers to kill you!”
scendants of Obed Edom had been guardSo the prophet said, “I know that God has ing. They also took away the valuable
determined to get rid of you, because you things in the palace, and they took to
have begun to worship idols, and have not Samaria some prisoners whom they had
heeded my advice.” Then the prophet said captured.
nothing more.
25
King Jehoash of Israel died, and King
17
Some time later Amaziah, the king of Ju- Amaziah of Judah lived for ﬁfteen years
dah, consulted his advisors. Then he sent after that. 26 An account of all the other
a message to Jehoash, the king of Israel. things that Amaziah did while he was the
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king of Judah is written in the book of the
kings of Judah and Israel. 27 From the
time that Amaziah started to disobey Yahweh, some men in Jerusalem planned to
kill him. He was able to escape to the
city of Lachish, but those who wanted to
kill him sent another group of people to
Lachish and killed him there. 28 They put
his corpse on a horse and brought it back
to Jerusalem and buried it where his ancestors had been buried in what is called
the city of Judah.

Chapter 26

9

Uzziah’s workers built watchtowers in
Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, at the Valley Gate, and at the place where the wall
turns, and they placed weapons in those
towers. 10 They also built watchtowers in
the wilderness and dug many wells. They
did that to provide water for a lot of the
king’s cattle that were in the foothills and
in the plains. Uzziah was very interested
in farming, so he also stationed workers
to take care of his ﬁelds, vineyards in the
hills, and in the fertile areas.
11

1

All the people took Uzziah and made
him their king, in the place of his father
Amaziah. Uzziah was sixteen years old at
that time. 2 While he was the king, after
his father King Amaziah had died, he had
his workers rebuild the city of Elath and
brought that city under the protection of
Judah.
3

Uzziah ruled in Jerusalem for ﬁfty-two
years. His mother was Jecoliah; she was
from Jerusalem. 4 Uzziah did the things
that Yahweh said were good, like his father Amaziah had done. 5 He set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah.
Zechariah is the one who taught him to
give honor to God. For as long as he sought
Yahweh, God made him successful.
6

famous as far as the border of Egypt, because he had become very powerful.

Uzziah and his army went to attack the
army of Philistia. They tore down the
walls of the cities of Gath, Jabneh, and Ashdod. Then they rebuilt the cities near Ashdod and in other places in Philistia. 7 God
helped them to ﬁght the army of Philistia and the Arabs who lived in the city of
Gur Baal, and the descendants of Meun
who had come to that area from Edom. 8
Even the Ammon people group paid taxes
to Uzziah each year. So Uzziah became

Uzziah’s army was trained for ﬁghting
battles. They were in groups that were always ready to go into battles. Jeiel, the
king’s secretary, and Maaseiah, one of
the army oﬃcers, counted the men and
placed them in groups. Hananiah, one
of the king’s oﬃcials, was their commander. 12 The total number of the family leaders who led the strongest soldiers in battle was 2,600 in number. 13 In the groups
that those leaders commanded there was
a total of 307,500 well-trained soldiers. It
was a very powerful army, ready to ﬁght
14
Uzziah gave to
the king’s enemies.
each soldier a shield, a spear, a helmet,
a vest made of iron plates, a bow and arrows, and a sling for throwing stones. 15
In Jerusalem his skilled workers made machines to put on the watchtowers and on
the corners of the walls, to shoot arrows
and to hurl large stones. He became very
famous even in distant places, because
God helped him very much and enabled
him to become very powerful.
16

But because Uzziah was very powerful,
he became very proud, and that caused
him to be punished. He disobeyed what
Yahweh his God had commanded. He
went into the temple to burn incense
on the altar where God had said that
only the priests should burn incense. 17
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Azariah, the high priest, and eighty other
brave priests followed him into the temple. 18 They rebuked him and said to him,
“Uzziah, it is not right for you to burn
incense to Yahweh because you are not
set apart to serve as a priest, and only a
priest can burn incense to Yahweh. The
priests are the descendants of Aaron our
ﬁrst high priest, and you are not one of
them! You must leave immediately, because you have disobeyed Yahweh our
God, and he will not honor you for what
you have done!”

Chapter 27

22

7

1

Jotham was twenty-ﬁve years old when
he became the king of Judah. He ruled
from Jerusalem for sixteen years. His
mother was Jerushah, the daughter of the
priest Zadok. 2 Jotham obeyed Yahweh
and did what Yahweh approved. He followed the example of his father Uzziah in
everything he did. (He did not, however,
go into the Temple of Yahweh to burn incense as his father had done.) Yet the peo19
Now Uzziah was holding in his hand ple of Judah continued to do the things
a pan for burning incense, and he be- that showed how sinful they had become.
came very angry with the priests. While
3
he was expressing his anger, while he Jotham’s workers rebuilt the Upper Gate
stood beside the altar of incense in front of the temple, and they did a lot of work
4
of the priests, suddenly spots of leprosy to repair the wall near the hill of Ophel.
20
When They built cities in the hills of Judah, and
appeared on his forehead.
Azariah the high priest and all the other they built forts and towers for defense in
priests who were there looked at him, they the forests.
saw the leprosy on his forehead, so they
quickly took him outside. And truly the 5 During the time that he was the king of
king was eager to leave the temple, be- Judah, his army attacked and defeated the
cause he knew that it was Yahweh who army of the Ammon people group. Then,
had caused him to have that leprosy, and every year during the next three years, he
he did not want it to become worse.
required them to pay to him about three
and one-third metric tons of silver, 2,200
21
King Uzziah had leprosy until he died. kiloliters of wheat, and 2,200 kiloliters of
Because he had leprosy, he lived in a barley.
house that was not near other houses, and
he was not allowed to enter the courtyard 6 Jotham faithfully obeyed Yahweh his
of the temple. His son Jotham supervised God, and as a result he became a very powthe palace and ruled the people of Judah. erful king.

A record of all the other things that
Uzziah did while he was the king of Judah was written by the prophet Isaiah son
of Amoz. 23 Because Uzziah was a leper,
when he died they would not bury him
in the royal tombs. Instead, they buried
him in a nearby cemetery that the kings
owned. Then his son Jotham became the
king of Judah.

A record of everything else that Jotham
did during the time that he was the king,
including the wars that his army fought, is
written in the book of the kings of Judah
and Israel. 8 After he had ruled Judah
for sixteen years, he died when he was
forty-one years old. 9 He was buried in
Jerusalem, and his son Ahaz became the
next king of Judah.
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Chapter 28
1

Ahaz was twenty years old when he became the king of Judah. He ruled from
Jerusalem for sixteen years. His ancestor King David had been a good king, but
Ahaz was not like David. He constantly
disobeyed Yahweh 2 and was as sinful as
the kings of Israel had been. He made
idols of the god Baal by having craftsmen
cast them in metal. 3 He burned incense
in the Valley of Ben Hinnom. He even
killed some of his own sons in ﬁres as sacriﬁces. That imitated the disgusting customs that the people groups who previously lived there had done, people whom
Yahweh had drive out when the Israelites
were advancing through the land. 4 He offered sacriﬁces to idols at the houses built
upon hilltops and under every big green
tree.
5

Therefore Yahweh his God allowed his
army to be defeated by the army of the
king of Aram. They captured many soldiers of Judah and took them as prisoners to Damascus. The army of the king
of Israel also defeated the army of Judah
and killed very many of their soldiers. 6
In one day the army of Remaliah’s son,
King Pekah of Israel, killed 120,000 ﬁne
soldiers in Judah. That happened because
the people of Judah had abandoned Yahweh, the God whom their ancestors worshiped. 7 Zicri, a warrior from the tribe
of Ephraim, killed King Ahaz’s son Maaseiah, Azrikam, who was in charge of the
palace, and Elkanah, the king’s assistant. 8
The soldiers of Israel captured 200,000 of
the people of Judah, including many wives
and sons and daughters of the soldiers of
Judah. They also seized and took back to
Samaria many valuable things.

ing. He said to them, ”Yahweh, the God to
whom your ancestors belonged, was angry with the people of Judah, so he has
handed them over to you, and you have
slaughtered so many in a towering rage. 10
And now you want to sin by causing men
and women from Judah to become your
slaves, but you have certainly offended
Yahweh, our God, in this matter. 11 So
listen to me! Send back to Judah your
fellow countrymen whom you have captured, because Yahweh is extremely angry
with you for what you did to them.”
12

Then some of the leaders of the tribe
of Ephraim—Azariah son of Johanan,
Berekiah son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah
son of Shallum, and Amasa son of Hadlai—
rebuked those who were returning from
the battle. 13 They said to them, “You must
not bring those prisoners here! If you
do that, Yahweh will consider that we are
guilty of sinning. We are already guilty
of committing many sins; do you want to
cause us to be even more guilty by committing another sin? God is already very
angry with us people of Israel!”
14

So, while their leaders and others were
watching, the soldiers released the prisoners, and also gave back to them the valuable things that they had captured. 15 The
leaders assigned some men to take care
of the prisoners. These men took some
of the clothes that the soldiers had taken
from the people of Judah and gave those
clothes to the people who were naked.
They also gave to the prisoners sandals
and other clothes, as well as things to eat
and drink, and they gave them olive oil
to rub on their wounds. They gave donkeys to those who were very weak, in order that they could ride on them. Then
they led them all to Jericho, the city that
had many palm trees. Finally those men
9
But a prophet of Yahweh, whose name
returned to Samaria.
was Oded, was in Samaria. He went out of
the city to meet the army as it was return- 16 About that time, King Ahaz sent a mes-
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sage to the king of Assyria requesting help.
17
He did that because the army from the
Edom people group had come again and
attacked Judah and taken away many of
the people of Judah as prisoners. 18 At
the same time, men from Philistia raided
towns in the foothills and in the southern Judean wilderness. They captured
the cities of Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, and
Gederoth, as well as those of Soko, Timnah, and Gimzo with its nearby villages.
19
Yahweh allowed those things to happen
in order to humble King Ahaz, because
he had encouraged the people of Judah
to do wicked things and had disobeyed
Yahweh very much. 20 Tiglath-Pileser,
the king of Assyria, sent his army saying
that they would help Ahaz, but instead
of helping him, they caused him trouble.
21
Ahaz’s soldiers took some of the valuable things from the temple and from the
king’s palace and from other leaders of Judah, and sent them to the king of Assyria
to pay him to help them, but the king of
Assyria refused to help Ahaz.
22

While King Ahaz was experiencing
those troubles, he disobeyed Yahweh even
more. 23 He offered sacriﬁces to the gods
that were worshiped in Damascus, whose
army had defeated his army. He thought,
“The gods that are worshiped by the kings
of Aram have helped them, so I will offer
sacriﬁces to those gods in order that they
will help me.” But worshiping those gods
caused Ahaz and all of Israel to be ruined.
24

Ahaz gathered all the furnishings that
were used in the temple and broke them
into pieces. He locked the doors of the
temple and set up altars for worshiping
idols at every street corner in Jerusalem.
25
In every city in Judah, his workers built
houses on the hilltops, and there they
burned sacriﬁces to other gods, and that
caused Yahweh, the God whom their ancestors worshiped, to be very angry with

them.
26

A record of the other things that Ahaz
did while he was the king, from when he
started to rule until he died, is written in
the book of the kings ofJudah and Israel.
27
Ahaz died and was buried in Jerusalem,
but he was not buried in the tombs where
the other kings of Israel had been buried.
Then his son Hezekiah became the king.

Chapter 29
1

Hezekiah was twenty-ﬁve years old
when he became the king of Judah. He
ruled from Jerusalem for twenty-nine
years. His mother was Abijah, the daughter of a man whose name was Zechariah.
2
Hezekiah did things that Yahweh considered to be right, like his ancestor King
David had done.
3

During the ﬁrst month of the ﬁrst year
that Hezekiah was ruling Judah, he unlocked the doors of the temple, and his
workers repaired them. 4 Then he gathered the priests and other descendants of
Levi in the courtyard on the east side of
the temple, 5 and he said to them, ”You descendants of Levi, listen to me! Set yourselves apart, and prepare the house of
Yahweh so it is a place that honors Yahweh, whom your ancestors worshiped;
carry out all the ﬁlthiness that is in the
6
Our ancestors disobeyed
holy place.
God; they did many things that he says
are evil, and they did things that are not
pleasing to him. They abandoned this
place where Yahweh lives, and they have
stopped worshiping him. 7 They locked
the doors of the temple and extinguished
the lamps. They did not burn any incense,
and they did not offer any sacriﬁces that
were to be completely burned on the altar in the holy place. 8 Therefore, Yahweh has become very angry with us peo-
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ple of Jerusalem and other places in Judah,
and he has caused other people to become
frightened and horriﬁed of us. And they
ridicule us. You know this very well. 9
That is why our fathers have been killed
in battles, and our sons and daughters and
our wives have been captured and taken
to other countries. 10 But now I intend to
make a covenant with Yahweh, our God,
in order that he will no longer be angry
with us. 11 You who are like my sons, do
not waste any time. Do immediately what
Yahweh wants you to do. Yahweh has chosen you to stand in his presence and offer
sacriﬁces and burn incense.”
12

Then these descendants of Levi started
to work in the temple.
From the descendants of Kohath there
were Mahath the son of Amasai, and Joel
the son of Azariah.
From the descendants of Merari there
were Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the
son of Jehallelel.
From the descendants of Gershon there
were Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden
the son of Joah.
13

From the descendants of Elizaphan
there were Shimri and Jeiel.

it. They brought out into the courtyard
of the temple everything that they had
found in the temple that was not pleasing
to Yahweh. Then the descendants of Levi
took those things down to the Kidron Valley and burned them there. 17 The priests
and other descendants of Levi started this
work on the ﬁrst day of the ﬁrst month
and ﬁnished setting apart for the honor
of Yahweh, the courtyard of the temple on
the eighth day of that month, and they ﬁnished the work of setting the temple apart
for the honor of Yahweh, one week later.
18

Then they went to King Hezekiah and
reported this: ”We have puriﬁed all parts
of the temple, and the altar where sacriﬁces are completely burned, and all the
items used at the altar, the table on which
the priests display the bread before Yahweh, and the things used at that table. 19
Ahaz ruled over us, he disobeyed what
Yahweh had commanded, and he threw
away many of the tools and implements
from the temple many things that should
be there, but now we have brought them
back, we dedicated them to Yahweh’s service, and then we placed them in front of
the altar of Yahweh, where they can be
seen.”

From the descendants of Asaph there 20 Early the next morning, King Hezekiah
were Zechariah and Mattaniah.
gathered together the city oﬃcials, and
14
From the descendants of Heman there they went to the courtyard of the temple.
21
They took with them seven bulls, seven
were Jehiel and Shimei.
rams, seven male lambs, and seven male
From the descendants of Jeduthun there goats to be an offering in order that Yahwere Shemaiah and Uzziel.
weh would forgive the sins of all the peo15
Those men gathered their fellow descen- ple in the kingdom of Judah, and in ordants of Levi and together they prepared der to purify the temple. The king comthemselves for the work of the priesthood. manded that the priests, who were deThey took all the steps to prepare them- scendants of Aaron, should offer those anselves so they could serve the king in Yah- imals to be sacriﬁces to Yahweh on the al22
So ﬁrst the priests slaughtered
weh’s house, because the king was follow- tar.
ing Yahweh’s commands. And the Levites those bulls, and took the blood and sprinentered the temple to clean it up. 16 kled it on the altar. Then they slaughtered
The worked within the temple to purify the rams and sprinkled their blood on the
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altar. Then they slaughtered the lambs
and sprinkled their blood on the altar. 23
The goats that were slaughtered to be an
offering in order that Yahweh would forgive the sins of the people were brought
to the king and the others who were there.
Then the king and those who were present
laid their hands on those goats. 24 Then
the priests slaughtered those goats and
splashed their blood on the altar, to atone
for the sins of Israel. The priests did that
because the king had commanded that offerings that would be completely burned
on the altar and other sacriﬁces should be
made for all the people of Israel.
25

The king then told the descendants of
Levi to stand in the temple with their cymbals, harps, and lyres, obeying what David
and his prophets Gad and Nathan had
commanded. Those were things that Yahweh had told his prophets that the descendants of Levi should do. 26 So the descendants of Levi went and stood in the temple, and began to play the musical instruments that King David had given to them.
And the priests began to blow their trumpets.
27

Then Hezekiah told some of the priests
to slaughter the animals that would be
completely burned on the altar. When
they started to slaughter the animals, the
people started to sing to praise Yahweh,
while the other descendants of Levi were
playing their instruments. 28 All the people who were there bowed to worship
Yahweh, while the singers sang and the
trumpeters played. They continued to do
this until they had ﬁnished slaughtering
all the animals that would be completely
burned.
29

praise Yahweh, singing the songs composed by David and Asaph the prophet. So
they sang songs joyfully, and bowed their
heads to worship.
31

Then Hezekiah said, “You have now set
yourselves apart for the honor of Yahweh.
So come close to the temple and bring animals to be sacriﬁced, and also bring the
other offerings to thank Yahweh for what
he has done for you.” Then those who
wanted to bring animals to be completely
burned on the altar brought them.
32

Altogether they brought seventy bulls,
one hundred rams, and two hundred male
lambs to be completely burned on the
altar. 33 The other animals that they
brought were six hundred bulls and three
thousand sheep and goats that were set
apart for the honor of Yahweh, to be sacriﬁces. 34 There were not enough priests
to remove the skins from the animals that
would be completely burned on the altar. So the descendants of Levi stepped in
to helped the priests until the work was
ﬁnished. The Levites were more hardworking and dedicated that the priests
were.
35

In addition to the all the offerings that
were completely burned on the altar, the
priests burned the fat of the accompanying animals that were sacriﬁced to maintain good fellowship with Yahweh; there
were also offerings of wine.
In this way the worship at the temple began again. 36 And Hezekiah and all the
other people of Judah celebrated, because
God had enabled them to do all the repair
work very quickly.

When they ﬁnished making those offerings, the king and all those who were
there knelt down and worshiped Yahweh.
30
Then King Hezekiah and his oﬃcials 1-3 King Hezekiah, his oﬃcials, and all
commanded the descendants of Levi to the other people who had gathered
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in Jerusalem wanted to celebrate the
Passover festival. But they were not able
to celebrate it at the usual time, because
many of the priests had still not been able
to perform all the rites of purity for themselves, so they were not allowed to do the
work of that festival. Also, not everyone
had come to Jerusalem to celebrate it. So
they decided to celebrate the festival the
following month. 4 The king and all the
other people who had gathered thought
that this was a good plan. 5 So they decided to send messages to all the cities
and villages in Judah and in Israel, from
Beersheba in the far south to Dan in the
far north, including places in the tribes of
Ephraim and Manasseh, to invite people
to come to the temple in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover to honor Yahweh, the
God whom the Israelite people worshiped.
Many of the people had not previously celebrated that festival, even though it had
been written in the law of Moses that they
should do that.
6

Obeying what the king commanded, messengers went throughout Judah and Israel,
taking messages that had been written by
the king and his oﬃcials. This is what they
wrote:
7

Do not act like they did, because what
they did caused Yahweh to punish them
so severely that other people were horriﬁed when they heard of what he had
done. 8 Do not be stubborn as our ancestors were. Do what Yahweh desires. Come
to Jerusalem to the temple, which he has
set apart for his honor forever. Do what
pleases Yahweh our God, in order that he
will no longer be angry with you. 9 If you
return to Yahweh, the people who have
captured our brothers and sisters and our
children will act kindly toward them, and
allow them to return to this land. Do not
forget that Yahweh our God is kind and
merciful. If you return to him, he will no

longer reject you.”
10

The messengers went to all the cities in
the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, as
far north as the tribe of Zebulun, and gave
them this message, but most of the people
there scorned them and ridiculed them.
11
But some of the people of the tribes of
Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun acknowledged their sin and went to Jerusalem. 12
Also in Judah God made the people want
together to obey Yahweh, which is what
the king and his oﬃcials had told them to
do in the message that they sent.
13

So a huge crowd of people gathered
in Jerusalem in the second month of the
year, to celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 14 They removed the altars
of Baal in Jerusalem and took away the
altars for burning incense to honor other
gods; they burned them all in the Kidron
Valley.
15

They slaughtered the Passover lambs
on the fourteenth day of that month. The
priests and the other descendants of Levi
who had not performed the rituals to purify themselves, they were ashamed; and
they set about to make themselves qualiﬁed for the service to Yahweh, and they
brought to the temple animals to be completely burned on the altar in the house of
Yahweh.
16

Then they stood in the places that Moses
had written in his law that they should
stand in. Then the descendants of Levi
gave to the priests bowls containing blood
of the animals that were being sacriﬁced,
and the priests sprinkled the altar with
some of the blood. 17 Many people in the
crowd had not puriﬁed themselves, and
therefore they were not able to kill the
lambs and dedicate them to Yahweh. So
it was necessary for the descendants of
18
AlLevi to kill the lambs for them.
though most of the people who had come
from the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh,
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and Issachar had not puriﬁed themselves,
they ate the food of the Passover Festival anyway, ignoring the rules written by
Moses. But Hezekiah prayed for them,
saying ”Yahweh, you always do what is
good; I pray that you will forgive everyone
19
who sincerely wants to honor you, the
God whom our ancestors worshiped, even
if they have not puriﬁed themselves by
obeying the sacred laws that you gave to
us.” 20 And Yahweh heard what Hezekiah
prayed; he forgave the people, and did not
punish them.
21

The Israelite people who were there in
Jerusalem celebrated the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days. They rejoiced greatly as they celebrated, while
the priests and other descendants of Levi
sang to Yahweh every day and played musical instruments to praise God.
22

other countries who were living in Judah. 26 Everyone in Jerusalem was very
joyful, because nothing like this had happened in Jerusalem since the time when
David’s son Solomon was the king of Israel. 27 The priests and the other descendants of Levi stood up to bless the people, and God heard them, because their
prayers reached up to heaven, the holy
place where God lives.

Chapter 31
1

After the festival ended, the Israelites
who were there went to all the cities in
Judah and smashed the stones for worshiping idols, and cut down the poles for
worshiping the goddess Asherah. They destroyed the high places where idols were
worshiped, and the altars of Baal throughout the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and
also in the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. After destroying all of them, they
returned to their own cities and towns.

Hezekiah thanked all the descendants
of Levi for doing this work for Yahweh,
and for very skillfully leading the people
who were worshiping. For those seven
days the people ate the Passover food
and brought offerings to maintain fellow- 2
Hezekiah divided the priests and other
ship with Yahweh and praised Yahweh,
descendants of Levi into groups. He apthe God whom their ancestors had worpointed some of the groups to offer sacshiped.
riﬁces that would be completely burned
23
Then the whole group decided to cele- on the altar and offerings to maintain felbrate for seven more days; so they cele- lowship with Yahweh. He appointed some
brated joyfully for seven more days. 24 groups to do other work at the temple:
King Hezekiah provided one thousand Some to lead the people in their worship,
bulls and seven thousand sheep to be some to thank Yahweh, and some to sing
slaughtered for the people to eat during songs to praise Yahweh at the gates of the
the festival, and the oﬃcials also gave temple. 3 The king contributed some of
them one thousand bulls and ten thou- his own funds to buy animals that would
sand sheep and goats. Many priests set be sacriﬁced in the morning and in the
themselves apart for serving Yahweh and evening of each day, and on the Sabbath
25
All days, to celebrate the new moons, and durto honor him, at this festival.
the people of Judah rejoiced, including the ing the other feasts, according to what was
priests and other descendants of Levi and written in the laws that Yahweh gave to
all the people from Israel who had come, Moses. 4 Hezekiah told the people living
and including some from other countries in Jerusalem to give to the priests and the
who were living in Israel and some from other descendants of Levi the portions of
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meat that should be given to them, in order that they could devote all their time
to obeying the laws of Yahweh. 5 As soon
as he told that to them, they generously
gave the ﬁrst part of their harvest of grain,
and the ﬁrst part of the new wine that they
produced, and olive oil and honey, and of
the crops that grew in their ﬁelds. They
brought to the temple a tenth of all their
crops. 6 The men of Israel and Judah who
were living in various cities in Judah also
brought a tenth of their cattle and sheep
and goats, and a tenth of other things that
they had set them apart for the honor of
Yahweh their God, and they piled up all
those things in heaps. 7 They started to
do that in the third month and ﬁnished
doing it in the seventh month. 8 When
Hezekiah and his oﬃcials saw the heaps,
they praised Yahweh and requested God
to bless the people.
9

But Hezekiah asked the priests and other
descendants of Levi, “What are these
heaps of things?” 10 Then Azariah the high
priest, a descendant of Zadok, replied,
“Since the time that the people started to
bring their offerings to the temple, we
have had even more food than we need.
This has happened because Yahweh has
greatly blessed our fellow Israelites, with
the result that all this is left over after we
priests and other descendants of Levi took
all that we need!”
11

Then Hezekiah ordered that they
should prepare storerooms at the temple to hold these supplies. 12 Then they
brought into the storerooms all the tithes
and offerings and things and the things
dedicated to Yahweh which the people
had brought. One of the descendants of
Levi whose name was Konaniah was in
charge of those things, and his younger
brother Shimei was his assistant. 13 Those
two men supervised Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Is-

makiah, Mahath and Benaiah while they
did the work. They were appointed by
King Hezekiah; Azariah was in charge of
everything that was done in the temple.
14

Kore son of Imnah, another descendant of Levi, who guarded the east gate
of the temple, was in charge of the offerings to God that were made voluntarily. He distributed to the priests and other
descendants of Levi the offerings and
other things that were dedicated to Yahweh. 15 Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah and Shecaniah faithfully assisted him in the towns where the priests
lived. They distributed those things to
the groups of their fellow priests; they
distributed them to everyone, including
those who were young and those who
were old.
16

They also distributed things to the males
who were at least three years old, those
whose names were on the scrolls where
lists of family names were written. They
were males who were allowed to enter
the temple to perform their tasks each
day, the tasks that each group had been
17
The names of the
assigned to do.
priests were on the scrolls where their
families” names were written. They also
distributed things to groups of descendants of Levi, those who were at least
twenty years old. 18 They included all
their little children and wives and other
sons and daughters whose names were on
the scrolls where the family names were
written, because they also faithfully had
set themselves apart for the honor of Yahweh and his requirements for holiness.
19

Hezekiah also appointed other men
to distribute portions of those offerings
to the priests and other descendants of
Levi who were living in the pasturelands
around the towns of Judah. But they gave
things only to those who were descendants of Aaron the ﬁrst high priest, whose
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names were on the scrolls containing the afraid or discouraged because of the king
names of their families.
of Assyria and the huge army that is with
him, because Yahweh is with us, and his
20
That is what Hezekiah did throughout
power is greater than their power. 8 They
Judah. He always faithfully did things that
have to rely on the power of humans , but
Yahweh his God says are right and good. 21
we have Yahweh our God to help us and to
In everything that he did for the worship
ﬁght battles for us.” So the people became
in the temple, and as he obeyed God’s laws
more conﬁdent because of what Hezekiah,
and commands, he tried to ﬁnd out what
the king of Judah, said.
his God wanted, and he worked energeti9
Later, when Sennacherib and all
cally. So he was successful.
his soldiers were surrounding the city
of Lachish, he sent some oﬃcers to
Jerusalem to give this message to King
Hezekiah and to all the people of Judah
who were there:
1
After King Hezekiah had obeyed Yah10
”I am Sennacherib, the great king of
weh’s instructions and had done all those
things, King Sennacherib of Assyria came Assyria, and this is what I say: While you
with his army and invaded Judah. He are staying in Jerusalem, my soldiers are
commanded his soldiers to surround the surrounding the city. So what11are you deHezekiah
cities that had walls around them, think- pending on to keep you safe?
ing that they would break through those says to you, ‘Yahweh our God will save us
walls and conquer those cities. 2 When from being defeated by the army of you.’
you to die from having no food
Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come He wants 12
with his army and that they intended to or water. Hezekiah is the one who told
attack Jerusalem, 3-4 he consulted with his his men to get rid of that god’s high places
oﬃcials and army leaders. They said to on the hills, and his altars in the counthemselves, “Why should allow the king tryside, saying to you people of Jerusalem
of Assyria and his army to come and ﬁnd and other places in Judah, ‘You must worplenty of water to drink?” So they decided ship at only one altar and burn sacriﬁces
to stop the water from ﬂowing outside the on only that altar.’
13-14
city. A large group of men gathered toDo you people not know what
gether and blocked all the springs and the I and my ancestors have done to all the
stream that ﬂowed through that area. 5 people groups in other countries? We
Then they worked hard to repair all the destroyed them all, and their gods could
sections of the city wall that had been bro- not save them from me. 15 So do not alken, and they built watchtowers on the low Hezekiah to deceive you like this. Do
walls higher. They strengthened the Millo, not believe what he says, because no god
a massive supporting wall on the east side of any nation or kingdom has ever been
of the city of David. They also made a able to rescue his people from being conlarge number of weapons and shields.
quered by my army and the armies of my
ancestors. So certainly your god will not
6
Hezekiah appointed army commanders,
be able to rescue you from my power.”
and he gathered them in front of him in
the square at one of the city gates, and he 16 Sennacherib’s oﬃcers said more things
encouraged them by saying this to them: to insult Yahweh their God and Hezekiah,
7
”Be strong and courageous. Do not be who served God well. 17 King Sennacherib

Chapter 32
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wrote more letters insulting Yahweh, the
God whom the Israelites belonged to. He
wrote, “No god of any of these nations
I have conquered could save his people
from me. Similarly, the god of Hezekiah
will not save his people from my power.”
18
Then the oﬃcers shouted in the Hebrew language to the people who were
on the wall, in order to cause them to be
very terriﬁed , thinking that as a result
the army of Assyria could capture the city
without a battle. 19 They belittled the God
worshiped by the people of Jerusalem like
they belittled the gods of the other people
groups of the world, gods which indeed
were only idols fashioned by craftsmen.
20

not thank Yahweh for acting kindly toward him. Therefore Yahweh was angry
with him and punished him and the people of Jerusalem and other places in Judah. 26 Then Hezekiah said that he was
sorry about being proud, and the people
of Jerusalem also said that they were sorry
for their sins. So Yahweh did not punish them during the remaining years that
Hezekiah was their king.
27

Hezekiah became very rich and was
greatly honored. His workers made storerooms for his silver and gold, for his very
valuable stones, and for spices and shields
and other valuable things. 28 His workers
also built buildings to store the grain and
wine and olive oil that people produced
and brought to him. They also made stalls
for various kinds of cattle, and pens for
his ﬂocks of sheep and goats. 29 They
built cities and acquired for the king great
many ﬂocks of sheep and goats and herds
of cattle, because God had enabled him to
become very rich.

Then King Hezekiah and the prophet
Isaiah cried out to God, praying very
earnestly about this. 21 And that night
Yahweh sent an angel who killed all the
soldiers of Assyria and their leaders and
their oﬃcers in the place where the king
of Assyria and his army had set up their
tents. So the king of Assyria left, and returned to his own country, very disgraced. 30
Hezekiah was the one who told his
And one day when he went into the temworkers to block the place where the waple of his god, some of his sons struck him
ter ﬂows out of the spring of Gihon, and
with their swords and killed him.
to build a tunnel through which the water
22
That is how Yahweh guided and rescued ﬂowed to the west side of the area called
Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem the city of David. He was able to do everyfrom the power of Sennacherib, the king thing that he wanted to do. 31 But when
of Assyria, and from the power of all their messengers who were sent by the rulers
other enemies. That is how he gave them of Babylon came and asked about the mirpeace with all the countries near them. acle that God had performed in the land,
23
Many people brought offerings for Yah- it was then that God left Hezekiah alone
weh to Jerusalem, and also brought valu- in order to test him. God tested him so
able gifts for King Hezekiah. And from that he would know everything that was
that time, Hezekiah was highly respected in Hezekiah’s heart.
by the people of all the other nations.
32
A record of the other things that hap24
About that time, Hezekiah became very pened while Hezekiah was ruling, and the
ill. He thought that he was about to things that he did to please God, is writdie. But he prayed to Yahweh, and Yah- ten on the scroll of the vision of Isaiah the
weh answered him. He performed a prophet. It is also written in the book of
miracle and healed Hezekiah. 25 But the kings of Judah and Israel. 33 When
Hezekiah was very proud, and he did Hezekiah died, he was buried in the tombs
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where the most respected kings of Judah
were buried. Everyone in Jerusalem and
other places in Judah honored him. Then
his son Manasseh became the king.

Chapter 33
1

Manasseh was twelve years old when he
became the king of Judah, and he ruled
from Jerusalem for ﬁfty-ﬁve years. 2 He
did many things that Yahweh said were
evil. He imitated the disgusting things
that were formerly done by the people
groups that Yahweh had expelled from Israel as his people advanced into the land.
3
He commanded his workers to rebuild
the high places upon the hills for worshiping idols, the same ones that his father
Hezekiah had destroyed. He told them to
set up poles to honor the god Baal, and to
make poles to honor the goddess Asherah.
He also bowed down to worship all the
stars. 4 He directed his workers to build
altars for foreign gods in the temple itself,
about which Yahweh had said, “It is here
in Jerusalem that I want people to worship
me, forever.” 5 He directed that altars for
worshiping all the stars be built in both
of the courtyards outside the temple 6 He
even sacriﬁced some of his own sons by
burning them in a ﬁre in the Valley of Ben
Hinnom. He performed rituals to practice
sorcery. He asked fortune tellers for advice. He performed witchcraft. He talked
to people who consulted the spirits of people who had died to ﬁnd out what would
happen in the future. He did many things
that Yahweh says are very evil, things that
caused Yahweh to become very angry.
7

Manasseh took the carved idol that his
workers had made and put it in the temple.
That is the temple concerning which God
had said to David and to his son Solomon,
”My temple will be here in Jerusalem, the

city that I have chosen where I want people to worship me, forever. 8 If they will
obey all the laws and decrees and regulations that I told Moses to give to them,
I will not again force the Israelite people
to leave this land that I gave to their ancestors.” 9 But Manasseh led the people of
Jerusalem and other places in Judah to do
things that are wrong, with the result that
they did more evil than had been done by
the people in the people groups that Yahweh had driven out as the Israelite people
advanced through the land.
10

Yahweh spoke to Manasseh and the people of Judah, but they paid no attention. 11
So Yahweh caused the army commanders
of Assyria and their soldiers to come to
Jerusalem, and they captured Manasseh.
They put a hook in his nose, put bronze
chains on his feet, and took him to Baby12
There, while he was suffering,
lon.
he humbled himself greatly in the presence of Yahweh, the God whom his ancestors worshiped, and pleaded with Yahweh
to help him. 13 When he prayed, Yahweh
heard him and pitied him. So he allowed
him to return to Jerusalem and to rule his
kingdom again. Then Manasseh realized
that Yahweh is God, who can do anything.
14

Later, Manasseh’s workers rebuilt the
eastern section of the outer wall around
Jerusalem, and they made it higher. That
section extended from spring of Gihon
north to the Fish Gate, and around the
part of the city that they called Ophel Hill.
Manasseh also appointed army oﬃcers to
guard each of the cities in Judah that had
walls around them. 15 Manasseh’s workers removed from the temple the idols
and the ﬁgures of gods of other nations.
He also told them to remove the altars
that they had previously built on Mount
Zion and in other places in Jerusalem. He
had all those things thrown out of the
city. 16 Then he told them to repair the
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altar of Yahweh, and he offered sacriﬁces
to restore fellowship with Yahweh and to
thank him. And he told the people of Judah that they must worship only Yahweh.
17
The people continued to offer sacriﬁces
at the high places on the hills, but only to
Yahweh their God.
18

The other things that happened while
Manasseh was ruling, including his
prayer to God and the messages from Yahweh that the prophets spoke to him, are
written in the book of the kings of Israel.
19
What Manasseh prayed and how God
pitied him because of what he pleaded to
God for—also his sins and ways in which
he disobeyed God—also the list of places
where he built the houses on the hills for
idol worship and set up poles to honor the
goddess Asherah and other idols before
he humbled himself—these are all written
in what the prophets wrote. 20 Manasseh
died and was buried in his palace. Then
his son Amon became the king of Judah.
21

Amon was twenty-two years old
when he became king, and he ruled in
Jerusalem for two years. 22 He did many
things that Yahweh said were evil, as his
father Manasseh had done. Amon worshiped all the idols that Manasseh’s workers had made. 23 But he did not humble
himself and turn to Yahweh like his father did. So he became more sinful than
his father had been.
24

Then Amon’s oﬃcials made plans to kill
him. They assassinated him in his palace.
25
But then the people of Judah killed all
those who had assassinated Amon, and
they appointed his son Josiah to be their
king.

Chapter 34

Jerusalem for thirty-one years. 2 He did
things that were pleasing to Yahweh, and
conducted his life like his ancestor King
David had done. He fully obeyed all the
laws of God.
3

When he had been ruling for almost
eight years, while he was still a boy, he began to worship God as his ancestor King
David had done. Four years later, he began to get rid of all the houses that were
built on the hills for idol worship, and they
were all around Jerusalem and in other
places in Judah. They also took down the
poles that were to give honor the goddess
Asherah and the carved idols and metal
statues of gods. 4 While he directed them,
his workers tore down the altars where
people worshiped Baal. They smashed the
altars that were near those altars, where
people burned incense. They smashed the
poles to honor the goddess Asherah and
the idols carved from wood or stone and
metal statues. They smashed them to bits
and scattered the bits over the graves of
those who had offered sacriﬁces to them.
5
They burned the bones of the priests
who had offered sacriﬁces; they burned
them on their own altars. In that way
Josiah caused Jerusalem and other places
in Judah to be acceptable places to worship Yahweh again. 6 In the towns in the
tribes of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon,
and as far north as the tribe of Naphtali
and in the ruins around all those towns, 7
Josiah’s workers tore down the pagan altars and the poles to honor the goddess
Asherah, and crushed the idols to powder, idols that craftsmen had carved. They
also smashed to pieces all the altars for
burning incense throughout Israel. Then
Josiah returned to Jerusalem.
8

When Josiah had been ruling for almost
eighteen years, he decided to do some1
Josiah was eight years old when he be- thing else to cause the land and the temcame the king of Judah. He ruled from ple to be acceptable places to worship Yah-
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weh. So he sent Shaphan son of Azaliah 16 Shaphan took the scroll to the king and
and Maaseiah the governor of the city and said to him, ”Your oﬃcials are doing evJoah son of Joahaz, the secretary, to repair erything that you told them to do. 17 They
the temple of Yahweh.
have taken the money that was in the temple, and they have given it to the men who
9
They went to Hilkiah the high priest
will supervise the men who will repair the
and gave him the money that had been
temple.” 18 Then Shaphan said to the king,
brought to the temple. That was the
“I have also brought to you a scroll that
money that the descendants of Levi who
Hilkiah gave to me.” And Shaphan started
guarded the doors of the temple had colto read it to the king.
lected from the people of the tribes of
Manasseh and Ephraim and other places 19 When the king heard the laws that were
in Israel, and also from all the people in written in the scroll, he tore his clothes beJerusalem and other places in the tribes of cause he was very upset. 20 Then he gave
Judah and Benjamin—all the people of the these instructions to Hilkiah, to Shaphan’s
land who survived.
son Ahikam, to Micah’s son Abdon, to
10
Then Hilkiah gave some of the money to Shaphan, and to Asaiah, the king’s special
21
“Go and ask Yahweh for me,
the men who had been appointed to super- advisor:
and
for
all
his
people who are still alive
vise the work of repairing the temple. The
supervisors paid the men who did the re- in Judah and Israel, about what is written
pair work. 11 They also gave some of the in this scroll that has been found. Because
money to the carpenters and builders to it is clear that Yahweh is very angry with
buy the cut stones and the timber for the us because our ancestors disobeyed what
joists and the beams for the buildings that Yahweh said; they did not obey the laws
that are written on this scroll.”
the kings of Judah had allowed to decay.
12

The workers did their work faithfully.
Their supervisors were Jahath and Obadiah, who were descendants of Levi’s son
Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam,
who were descendants of Levi’s son Kohath. All the descendants of Levi, who
played musical instruments well, 13 supervised all the workers as they did their various jobs. Some of the descendants of Levi
were secretaries; some kept records, and
some guarded the temple gates.
14

While they were giving to the supervisors the money that had been taken to
the temple, Hilkiah the high priest found
a scroll on which was written the laws
that Yahweh had given to Moses to give to
the people. 15 So Hilkiah said to Shaphan,
“I have found in the temple a scroll on
which is written the laws that God gave
to Moses!” Then Hilkiah gave the scroll to
Shaphan.

22

So Hilkiah and the others went to consult a woman whose name was Huldah,
who was a prophetess who lived in the Second District of Jerusalem. Her husband
Shallum son of Tikvah, took care of the
robes that were worn in the temple.
23

When they told her what the king had
said, she said to them, ”This is what Yahweh, the God whom we Israelites say we
worship, says: ’Go back and tell the king
who sent you 24 that this is what Yahweh
says: ”Listen to this carefully. I am going
to bring a disaster on Jerusalem and all
the people who live here. I will send on
them the curses that were written in the
scroll that was read to the king of Judah.
25
I will do that because they have abandoned me, and they burn incense to honor
other gods. They have caused me to become very angry because of all the idols
that they have made.”’ 26 The king of Ju-
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dah sent you to inquire what I, Yahweh,
want. Go and tell him that this is what
I, Yahweh, the God whom you Israelites
worship, say about what you read: 27 ’Because you heeded what was written in the
scroll, and you humbled yourself when
you heard what I said to warn about what
would happen to this city and the people
who live here, and because you tore your
robes and wept in my presence, I have listened to you. 28 So I will allow you to die
in peace, without seeing me punish this
place and the people living in it.’”
So they took her reply back to the king. 29
Then the king summoned all the elders of
Jerusalem and other places in Judea. 30
They went up together to the temple with
the leaders of Judah and many other people of Jerusalem and the priests and other
descendants of Levi, from the least important to the most important ones. And
while they listened, the king read to them
everything that was in the scroll containing God’s laws that had been found in the
temple.
31

Then the king stood next to the pillar at
the entrance to the temple, where kings
stood when they announced something
important, and while Yahweh was listening, he repeated his promise to sincerely
obey, with his entire inner being, Yahweh
and all his commands and regulations and
decrees that were written on the scroll.
32

As long as Josiah was alive, the people
did what was pleasing to Yahweh, the God
whom their ancestors worshiped.

Chapter 35
1

Josiah commanded that the people
should celebrate the Passover Festival in
Jerusalem. So they slaughtered the lambs
for the Passover on the 14th day of the ﬁrst
month. 2 Josiah assigned to the priests
to the tasks that they should perform at
the temple, and encouraged them do their
3
work well.
The descendants of Levi
were the ones who taught all the Israelite
people; they had been set apart for Yahweh. Josiah said to them, ”Put the sacred chest in the temple that the workers of David’s son King Solomon of Israel built. But carry it on poles; do not
carry it on your shoulders. And do well
your work for Yahweh your God and for
his Israelite people. 4 Divide yourselves
into your traditional clans, obeying the
instructions that King David and his son
Solomon wrote.
5

Then stand in the temple area, with each
of you in your own Levite clan, ready
to help your fellow Israelites when they
bring their offerings to the temple. 6
Slaughter the lambs for the Passover. Do
this for your fellow Israelites. Perform the
rituals to set yourselves apart for God’s
honor and to serve Yahweh and do his
work. Prepare the sacriﬁces, doing what
Yahweh told Moses to tell you that you
should do.”

Then the king said that everyone who
lived in Jerusalem and from the tribe of
Benjamin should promise that they also
would obey those laws. And they did that,
agreeing that they would obey the agreement that God, whom their ancestors had 7 Josiah provided from his own ﬂocks and
worshiped, had made with them.
herds thirty thousand young sheep and
33
Josiah instructed his workers to remove goats for the Passover sacriﬁces. He also
all the disgusting idols from all the land of provided three thousand bulls from his
the Israelite people, and he commanded own herds.
that all those from Israel who were there 8 His oﬃcials also voluntarily contributed
should worship only Yahweh their God. animals for the people and the priests and
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the other descendants of Levi. Hilkiah,
Zechariah, and Jehiel, the oﬃcials who
were in charge of the temple, gave to the
priests 2,600 lambs and three hundred cattle to be sacriﬁces for the Passover. 9
Also, Konaniah, along with his younger
brothers Shemaiah and Nethanel, and
Hashabiah, Jeiel, and Jozabad, the leaders
of the descendants of Levi, provided ﬁve
thousand lambs and ﬁve hundred cattle
for the other descendants of Levi, to be
sacriﬁces for the Passover.
10

Everything for the Passover was arranged: The priests and the other descendants of Levi stood in their places in their
groups, as the king had commanded. 11
Then they slaughtered the Passover lambs.
The priests sprinkled the blood from the
bowls that were handed to them, while
the other descendants of Levi removed
the skins from the animals. 12 They set
aside the animals to be completely burned
on the altar, in order to give them to the
various family groups to offer to Yahweh,
obeying the instructions that were written
in the laws God gave Moses. They did the
same thing with the cattle. 13 Obeying
those regulations, they roasted over the
ﬁre the lambs for the Passover. And they
boiled the meat of the sacred offerings in
pots and kettles and pans, and served the
meat immediately to all the people who
were there. 14 After that, they prepared
meat for themselves and for the priests,
because the priests were busy until nighttime, sacriﬁcing the offerings to be completely burned and burning the fat parts
of the offerings. So the descendants of
Levi prepared meat for themselves and
for the priests, who were descendants of
Aaron, the ﬁrst high priest.
15

The musicians, who were descendants
of Asaph, stood in their places, as had
been commanded by King David, Asaph,
Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s prophet.

The men who guarded the gates of the temple did not need to leave their places, because their fellow descendants of Levi prepared food for them to eat.
16

So on that day everything that needed
to done for worshiping Yahweh was done.
They celebrated the Passover Festival ,
and they presented offerings to be completely burned on the altar, which was
what Josiah had commanded. 17 The Israelites who were there celebrated the
Passover on that day, and for seven days
they celebrated the Festival of Unleav18
ened Bread.
The Passover Festival
had not been celebrated like that in Israel
since the time that the prophet Samuel
lived. And none of the kings of Israel had
ever celebrated the Passover like Josiah
did, along with the priests, the other descendants of Levi, and all the other people of Judah and Israel who were there
with the people who lived in Jerusalem.
19
They celebrated this Passover Festival
when Josiah had been ruling for almost
eighteen years.
20

After Josiah had done all those things
to restore the worship at the temple, King
Necho of Egypt went with his army to attack the city of Carchemish alongside the
Euphrates River, and Josiah marched with
his army to ﬁght against them. 21 Necho
sent some messengers to Josiah, to tell
him, “You are the king of Judah, and there
is certainly no reason for you to ﬁght me;
we are attacking the army of Babylonia.
God has told me to hurry. So stop opposing God, who is for me. If you do not stop,
God will get rid of you.”
22

But Josiah would not listen to him. Instead, he disguised himself in order to
be able to attack the army of Egypt without anyone recognizing him. He did not
pay any attention to what God had told
Necho to say. Instead, he and his army
went to ﬁght Necho’s army at the plain of
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Megiddo.

and took him to Egypt.

23

5

Some archers shot King Josiah. He
told his oﬃcers, “Take me away from
here because I am badly wounded.” 24
So they took him out of his chariot and
put him in another chariot that he had
brought with him, and they took him
to Jerusalem, where he died. He was
buried in the tombs where his ancestors had been buried, and all the people
of Jerusalem and other places in Judah
mourned for him.
25

The prophet Jeremiah composed a song
to lament for Josiah, and all the men and
women singers in Israel still mourn for
Josiah by singing that song. That became
a custom in Israel; the words of that song
are written in a scroll of funeral songs.

Jehoiakim was twenty-ﬁve years old
when he became the king of Judah, and he
ruled from Jerusalem for eleven years. He
did many things that Yahweh said were
evil. 6 Then the army of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon attacked Jehoiakim’s
army. They captured Jehoiakim, fastened
him with bronze chains, and took him
to Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers
also took valuable things from the temple.
They took them to Babylon and put them
in King Nebuchadnezzar’s palace there.
8

A record of the other things that happened while Jehoiakim was ruling, the disgusting things that he did and the evil
things that people said that he did, is written in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel. After he was taken to Babylon, his
26-27
A record of the other things that hapson Jehoiachin became the king of Judah.
pened while Josiah ruled, from the time
9
he started to rule until he died, including Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when
how he faithfully was devoted to honoring he became the king of Judah, and he ruled
God by obeying all that was written in the from Jerusalem for only three months and
laws of Yahweh, is written in the book of ten days. He did many things that Yahweh said were evil. 10 During the spring of
the kings ofIsrael and Judah.
the next year, King Nebuchadnezzar sent
soldiers to bring him to Babylon. They
also took to Babylon many valuable things
from the temple of Yahweh. Then Nebuchadnezzar appointed Jehoiachin’s un1
Then the people of Judah chose Josiah’s cle, Zedekiah, to be the king of Judah.
son Jehoahaz and appointed him to be the 11
Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
king in Jerusalem.
when he became the king, and he ruled
2
Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old in Jerusalem for eleven years. 12 He
when he became the king, but he ruled did many things that Yahweh said were
from Jerusalem for only three months. 3 evil. He did not humble himself when the
The king of Egypt captured him and pre- prophet Jeremiah spoke to him a message
vented him from ruling any longer. He from Yahweh to warn him. 13 He would
also forced the people of Judah to pay to not return to Yahweh, the God that the
him a tax of three and one-third metric people of Israel said that they worshiped.
tons of silver and thirty-three kilograms of Zedekiah also rebelled against King Nebgold. 4 The king of Egypt appointed Jehoa- uchadnezzar, who had forced him to
haz’s younger brother Eliakim to be the solemnly promise using God’s name to be
king of Judah. He changed Eliakim’s name loyal to him. Zedekiah became very stubto Jehoiakim. But Necho seized Jehoahaz born. 14 Furthermore, all the leaders of
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the priests and also the people of Judah
became more wicked again, doing all the
disgusting things that the people of the
other nations did, and causing the temple
in Jerusalem that Yahweh had caused to
be holy to become an unacceptable place
to worship him.

the army of Babylonia destroyed Judah,
the soil was allowed to rest. That continued for seventy years, fulﬁlling what Yahweh had told Jeremiah would happen.
22

During the ﬁrst year that Cyrus was the
king of Persia, in order that what Yahweh
told Jeremiah would happen would occur,
Yahweh motivated Cyrus to write this and
15
Yahweh, the God whom the ancestors of
proclaim it throughout his kingdom:
the people of Judah worshiped, gave messages to his prophets many times, and the 23 “I, Cyrus, the king of Persia, declare that
prophets gave those messages to the peo- Yahweh, the God who rules in heaven, has
ple of Judah. Yahweh did that because enabled me to become the ruler of all the
he pitied his people and did not want his kingdoms of this world. And he has aptemple to be destroyed. 16 But the peo- pointed me to command that my workple continually made fun of God’s mes- ers build a temple for him in Jerusalem,
sengers. They despised God’s messages. which is in Judah. I am allowing any of
They ridiculed his prophets, until ﬁnally his people among you to go to Jerusalem.
God became extremely angry with his peo- And I will pray that Yahweh will be with
ple, with the result that nothing could stop them.”
17
him from destroying Judah.
He incited the king of Babylonia to attack Judah with his army. They killed the young
men with their swords, even in the temple. They did not spare anyone, either
young men or young women or old people. God enabled the army of Nebuchadnezzar to defeat all of them. 18 His soldiers took to Babylon all the things that
were used in God’s temple, big things and
little things, all the valuable things, and
the valuable things that belonged to the
king and his oﬃcials. 19 They burned the
temple, and they broke down the wall surrounding Jerusalem. They burned all the
palaces in Jerusalem and destroyed all the
remaining valuable things there.
20

Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers took to Babylon the remaining people who had not
been killed with their swords, Those people became the king’s slaves and his son’s
slaves, until the army of Persia conquered
Babylonia. 21 Moses had said that every
seventh year the people must not plant
their ﬁelds; they must allow the soil to rest.
But the people had not done that. So after
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weh in Jerusalem and put in the temples
of their gods in Babylon. 8 Cyrus commanded Mithredath, the treasurer of the
Persian Empire, to count all these items
and then give them to Sheshbazzar, the
leader of the group that was going to re1
During the ﬁrst year that Cyrus ruled turn to Judah.
the Persian Empire, he did something that 9 This is a list of the items that Cyrus dofulﬁlled the prophecy that Jeremiah had nated: Thirty gold basins, one thousand
spoken. Yahweh motivated Cyrus to write silver basins, twenty-nine other basins, 10
this message, and then Cyrus caused this thirty gold bowls, 410 similar silver bowls,
message to be proclaimed throughout his and one thousand other objects. 11 All toempire: 2 ”I, King Cyrus, rule the Persian gether, there were 5,400 silver and gold
Empire, and I say this: Yahweh, the God items given to Sheshbazzar to take with
who is in heaven, has made me ruler of him when he and the others returned to
all the kingdoms on earth. And he has as- Jerusalem.
signed me to make sure that his people
build a temple for him in Jerusalem, in
Judah. 3 All you people who belong to
God may go up to Jerusalem to rebuild this
temple for Yahweh, the God who lives in
Jerusalem, the God of Israel. 4 The other 1 King Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers cappeople who are living where Israelites are tured many Israelite people and took
now in exile, whose ancestors were ex- them to Babylonia. Many years later,
iled here, must contribute silver and gold some Israelite people returned to Judah.
to those who go. They should also give Some returned to Jerusalem, and some
the Jews the supplies that they will need returned to other places in Judah. They
for the journey to Jerusalem. They should went to the towns where their ancesalso give them some livestock and gifts of tors had lived.
This is a list of the
money to help build the temple of God in groups who returned. 2 The leaders of
Jerusalem.”
those people who returned were Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,
5
Then God motivated some of the priests
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum,
and Levites and some of the leaders of
and Baanah.
the tribes that were descended from Judah and Benjamin to return to Jerusalem. The groups of people who returned to JuThose whom God motivated got ready to dah are listed next. 3 2,172 descendants
return to Jerusalem and build the temple of Parosh 4 372 descendants of Shephafor him there. 6 All of their neighbors tiah 5 775 descendants of Arach 6 2,812 dehelped them by giving them silver and scendants of Pahath-Moab, from the famgolden things, and supplies for the jour- ilies of Jeshua and Joab 7 1,254 descenney, and livestock. They also gave them dants of Elam 8 945 descendants of Zattu
other valuable gifts, and also gave them 9 760 descendants of Zaccai 10 642 descenmoney to buy things for building the tem- dants of Bani 11 623 descendants of Beple. 7 King Cyrus brought out the valu- bai 12 1,222 descendants of Azgad 13 666
able things that King Nebuchadnezzar’s descendants of Adonikam 14 2,056 descensoldiers had taken from the temple of Yah- dants of Bigvai 15 454 descendants of Adin
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Ninety-eight descendants of Ater, who 58 Altogether, there were 392 descendants
descended from Hezekiah 17 323 descen- of temple workers and Solomon’s serdants of Bezai 18 112 descendants of Jorah vants who returned.
19
223 descendants of Hashum 20 Ninty- 59
There was another group who returned
ﬁve descendants of Gibbar
to Judah from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha,
People whose ancestors had lived in these Cerub, Addon, and Immer in Babylonia.
towns in Judah: 21 123 from Bethlehem But they could not prove that they were
22
Fifty-six from Netophah 23 128 from true Israelites. 60 This group included 652
Anathoth 24 Forty-two from Azmaveth 25 people who were descendants of Delaiah,
743 from Kiriath Arim, Kephirah, and Tobiah, and Nekoda.
Beeroth 26 621 from Ramah and Geba 27 61
The descendants of the priests in this
122 from Michmas 28 223 from Bethel and
group
included people belonging to HabaAi 29 Fifty-two from Nebo 30 156 from Magiah’s clan, Hakkoz’s clan, and Barzillai’s
bish 31 1,254 from Elam 32 320 from Harim
clan. Barzillai had married a woman who
33
725 from Lod, Hadid, and Ono 34 345
was
a descendant of Barzillai from the refrom Jericho 35 3,630 from Senaah
gion of Gilead, and he had taken for him36
Priests who returned: 973 descendants self the name of his father-in-law’s clan.
of Jedaiah (that is, those who descended 62
The people in that group searched in
through Jeshua) 37 1,052 descendants of
the documents that had the names of the
Immer 38 1,247 descendants of Pashur 39
ancestors of all the clans, but these men’s
1,017 descendants of Harim
names were not found. So they were not
40
Those from the tribe of Levi who permitted do the work that priests did. 63
returned: Seventy-four descendants of The governor told them that they would
Jeshua and Kadmiel, who were from the need to ask a priest to consult Yahweh
family of Hodaviah 41 128 singers who by casting the sacred lots, to determine
were descendants of Asaph 42 139 gate- whether those men were truly Israelites.
keepers who were descendants of the gate- If the stones showed that those men were
keepers Shallum, Ater, Talmon, Akkub, Israelites, they would be permitted to eat
Hatita, and Shobai
the shares of the sacriﬁces that were given
to the priests.
43
The temple workers who were descendants of these men: Ziha, Hasupha, 64 Altogether 42,360 Israelite people reTabbaoth, 44 Keros, Siaha, Padon, 45 turned to Judah. 65 There were also
Lebanah, Hagabah, Akkub, 46 Hagab, Shal- 7,337 servants and two hundred musimai, Hanan, 47 Giddel, Gahar, Reaiah, 48 cians, both men and women, who re66
Rezin, Nekoda, Gazzam, 49 Uzza, Paseah, turned.
The Israelites brought with
50
51
Besai,
them from Babylonia 736 horses, 245
Asnah, Meunim, Nephusim,
Bakbuk, Hakupha, Harhur, 52 Bazluth, mules, 67 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.
Mehida, Harsha, 53 Barkos, Sisera, Temah, 68
When they arrived at the temple of Yah54
Neziah, and Hatipha.
weh in Jerusalem, some of the clan lead55
The following descendants of King ers gave money for the supplies needed
Solomon’s servants returned to Jerusalem: to rebuild the temple in the same place
Sotai, Hassophereth, Peruda, 56 Jaalah, where the old temple had been. 69 They all
Darkon, Giddel, 57 Shephatiah, Hattil, gave as much money as they were able to
Pochereth Hazzebaim, and Ami.
give. Altogether they gave about ﬁve hun-
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dred kilograms of gold, three metric tons 6 But even though they started bringing
of silver, and one hundred robes for the burned offerings to Yahweh at the beginpriests.
ning of autumn, they had not yet started
7
70
Then the priests, the other descendants building the temple building. So the Isof Levi, the musicians, the temple guards, raelites hired masons and carpenters, and
and some of the other people started they bought logs from cedar trees from
to live in the towns and villages near the people of Tyre and Sidon. They gave
Jerusalem. The rest of the people went those people food, wine, and olive oil as
to the other places in Israel there where payment. They brought the logs down
from the mountains in Lebanon to the
their ancestors had lived.
Mediterranean seacoast and then ﬂoated
them along the coast of the sea to Joppa.
King Cyrus permitted them to do that.
Then the logs were brought from Joppa inland up to Jerusalem.
1
After the Israelite people returned to
8
Jerusalem and they began to live in their The Israelites started to rebuild the temtowns, in the autumn of that year, they ple in the spring of the second year after
all gathered together in Jerusalem. 2 Then they returned to Jerusalem. Zerubbabel
Jeshua son of Jehozadak, and his fellow and Jeshua, together with all the people
priests, and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel who had returned to Jerusalem, worked
and his close friends, all began to re- on the building. All the Levites supervised
9
build the altar of the God of Israel. They this work. Jeshua, his sons, and his other
did that in order that they could sacri- relatives, and Kadmiel and his sons, who
ﬁce burned offerings on it, according to were descendants of Judah, also helped to
what the prophet Moses had written in the supervise the work. The people who were
laws that God had given to him. 3 Even descendants of Henadad, who were also
though they were afraid of the people who all Levites, joined with them in superviswere already living in that area, they re- ing this work.

Chapter 3

built the altar at the same place where the
previous altar had been. They began to
offer sacriﬁces every morning and every
eventing. 4 Fifteen days after they started
to offer these sacriﬁces, the people celebrated the Festival of Shelters, as Moses
had commanded them to do in the decrees
that God had given to him. Each day the
priests offered the sacriﬁces that were required for that day. 5 In addition, they presented the regular burned offerings and
the offerings that were required for the
New Moon festivals and the other festivals
that they celebrated as special times each
year to honor Yahweh. They also brought
other offerings only because they desired
to bring them, not because they were required to bring them.

10

When the builders ﬁnished laying the
foundation of the temple, the priests put
on their robes and stood in their places,
blowing their trumpets. Then the Levites
who were descendants of Asaph clashed
their cymbals to praise Yahweh, just as
King David had many years previously
told Asaph and the other musicians to do.
11
They praised Yahweh and thanked him,
and they sang this song about him:
”He is very good to us!
He honors his covenant faithfulness
for Israel, and he will love us forever.”
Then all the people shouted loudly, praising him because they had ﬁnished laying
12
the foundation of his temple.
Many
of the old priests, Levites, and leaders of
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families remembered what the ﬁrst temple was like, and they cried aloud when
they saw the foundation of this temple being laid because they knew that the new
temple would not be as beautiful as the
ﬁrst temple. But the other people shouted
joyfully. 13 The shouting and the crying
were like one very loud sound that even
people far away could hear.

Chapter 4
1

The enemies of the people of the tribes
of Judah and Benjamin heard that they
had returned from Babylonia and were rebuilding the temple for Yahweh, the God
of Israel. 2 So they went to Zerubbabel
the governor and to the other Jewish leaders and said to them, “We want to help
you build the temple, because we worship
the same God whom you worship. We
have been offering sacriﬁces to him since
Esarhaddon, the king of Assyria, brought
us here.”
3

But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the other
Jewish leaders replied, “We will not allow
you to help us build a temple for our God.
It is we alone who will build it for Yahweh,
as Cyrus, king of Persia, told us to do.”
4

Then the people who had been living
in that land before the Israelites returned
tried to cause the Jews to become discouraged and afraid, so they would stop building the temple. 5 They bribed government
oﬃcials to prevent the Jews from continuing to work on the temple. They did that
all during the time that Cyrus was king
of Persia and also when Darius became
king. 6 Then during the ﬁrst year that Darius’ son Ahasuerus was king, the enemies
of the Jews wrote a letter to the king saying that the Jews were planning to rebel
against the government.
7

Later, when Ahasuerus’ son Artaxerxes

became king of Persia, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and their colleagues wrote a
letter to him. They wrote the letter in the
Aramaic language, and it was translated
into the language of the Persians.
8

Rehum, the high commissioner, and
Shimshai, the provincial secretary, wrote
the letter to King Artaxerxes concerning
what was happening in Jerusalem. 9 They
stated that the letter was from Rehum,
Shimshai, and their associates, the judges,
and other government oﬃcials, who were
from Erech, Babylon, and Susa in the district of Elam. 10 They also wrote that
they represented the other people groups
whom the army of the great and glorious
Ashurbanipal had deported and sent to
live in Samaria and in other cities in the
province west of the Euphrates River.
11

This is what they wrote in the letter:
”This letter is for King Artaxerxes, and
comes from the oﬃcials serving you who
live in the province west of the Euphrates
River. 12 ”Your Majesty, we want you to
know that the Jews who came here from
your territories are rebuilding the city of
Jerusalem. These people are wicked and
want to rebel against you. They are now
repairing the foundations of the walls and
building the walls of the city. 13 It is important for you to know that if they rebuild the city and ﬁnish building the walls,
they will stop paying any taxes. As a result, there will be less money in your trea14
Now, because we are loyal to
sury.
you, and because we do not want you to
be humiliated, we are sending this information to you. 15 And, we suggest that you
order your oﬃcials to search among the
records kept by your ancestors. If you do
that, you will ﬁnd out that the people in
this city have always rebelled against the
government. You will also ﬁnd out that
from long ago these people caused trouble for kings and for rulers of provinces.
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They have always revolted against those
who ruled them. That is the reason that
this city was destroyed by the Babylonian
army. 16 We want you to know that if
they rebuild this city and ﬁnish building
its walls, you will no longer be able to control the people in this province west of the
Euphrates River.” 17 After the king read
this letter, he sent this reply to them: ”To
you Rehum, the high commissioner, and
Shimshai, the provincial secretary, and
their colleagues in Samaria and in other
parts of the province that is west of the
Euphrates River, I send my greetings. 18
The letter that you sent to me was translated and read to me. 19 So then, I ordered
my oﬃcials to search the records. I have
found out that it is true that the people
of that city have always revolted against
their rulers, and that the city is full of people who have rebelled and caused trouble. 20 In the past, powerful kings ruled
in Jerusalem, and they also ruled over
the whole province west of the Euphrates
River. They forced the people there to pay
them all kinds of taxes. 21 So you must
command that the people must stop rebuilding the city. Only if I tell them that
they may rebuild it will they be allowed to
continue. 22 Do this immediately, because
I do not want those people to do anything
to harm the things about which I am concerned.”

23

Messengers took that letter to Rehum
and Shimshai and their colleagues and
read it to them. Then Rehum and the others went quickly to Jerusalem, and they
forced the Jews to stop rebuilding the city
wall. 24 The result was that the Jews
stopped rebuilding the temple. They did
not do any more work to rebuild the temple until the second year after Darius became the king of Persia.

Chapter 5
1

At that time two prophets were giving messages from God to the Jews in
Jerusalem and other cities in Judah. The
prophets were Haggai and Zechariah,
who was a descendant of Iddo. They spoke
those messages representing the God that
the people of Israel worshiped. 2 Then
Zerubbabel and Jeshua led many other
people to being to rebuild the temple of
God in Jerusalem. God’s prophets Haggai
and Zechariah were also with them and
helped them.
3

But Tattenai, the governor of the
province west of the Euphrates River,
and Shethar-Bozenai , his assistant, together with some of their oﬃcials went
to Jerusalem and said to the people, “Who
has permitted you to rebuild this temple?”
4
They also asked the Jews to tell them the
names of the men who were working on
the temple. 5 However, God was taking
care of the Jewish leaders and they were
not stopped by their enemies. They were
waiting for King Darius to make a royal
decree that would either give them permission and his protection so they could
ﬁnish their work on the temple, or stop
their work completely.
6

So Tattenai, Shethar-Bozenai , and their
oﬃcials sent a report to King Darius. 7
This is what they wrote: ”King Darius, we
hope that things are going well for you. 8
We want you to know that we went to Judah, where the temple of the great God
is being rebuilt. The people are building
it with huge stones, and they are putting
wooden beams in the walls. The work is
being done very carefully, and they are
progressing well. 9 We asked the Jewish leaders, ‘Who has permitted you to rebuild this temple?’ 10 We also requested
them to tell us the names of their leaders,
in order that we could tell you who they
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11
were.
But instead of telling us their
leaders’ names, what they said was, ’We
serve the God who created the heaven and
the earth. Many years ago a great king of
Israel told our ancestors to build a temple
here, and now we are rebuilding it. 12
But God, who rules in heaven, allowed the
armies of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylonia, to destroy that temple, because our
ancestors did things that caused God to
become very angry. Nebuchadnezzar’s
army took many of the Israelite people to
Babylonia. 13 However, during the ﬁrst
year that Cyrus king of Babylon started to
rule, he decreed that the temple of God
should be rebuilt. 14 Cyrus returned to
our leaders all the gold and silver objects
that had been taken from the temple and
put in the temple in Babylon. Those objects were given to a man named Sheshbazzar, whom King Cyrus had appointed
to be the governor in Judah. 15 The king
instructed him to take the objects back to
Jerusalem, to the place from where they
had been taken. He also decreed that they
should rebuild the temple at the place
where it had been before. So Cyrus appointed Sheshbazzar to be the governor in
Judah. He also sent all those things made
of gold and silver, for Sheshbazzar to put
into the new temple. 16 So Sheshbazzar
did that. He came here to Jerusalem and
supervised the men who laid the foundation of the temple. And since that time,
the people have been working on the temple, but it is not ﬁnished yet.’ 17 Therefore, your Majesty, please order someone
to search in the place in Babylon where
the important records are kept, to ﬁnd
out whether it is true that King Cyrus decreed that God’s temple should be rebuilt
in Jerusalem. Then you can tell us what
you want us to do about this matter.”

Chapter 6
1

So King Darius commanded someone
to search in the place where important
records were kept, but those documents
were not there in Babylon. 2 They found
a scroll in the fortress city of Ecbatana in
Media that contained the information that
they wanted to know.
This is what was written on that scroll: 3
”During the ﬁrst year that Cyrus ruled the
empire, he sent out a decree concerning
the temple of God that was in Jerusalem.
He said that they must build a new temple in the same place where the Israelite
people had previously offered sacriﬁces,
where the original foundation of the ﬁrst
temple was. The temple must be twentyseven meters high and twenty-seven meters wide. 4 The building must be made
from large stones. After putting down
three layers of stones, a layer of timber
must be put on top of them. This work will
be paid for by money from the royal treasury. 5 Also, the gold and silver objects
that King Nebuchadnezzar took from the
temple of God in Jerusalem and brought to
Babylon must be taken back to Jerusalem.
They must be once again put into God’s
temple.”
6

After reading this, King Darius sent this
message to the leaders of the Jews’ enemies in Jerusalem: ”This is a message
for Tattenai, the governor of the province
west of the Euphrates River, and for his assistant Shethar-Bozenai , and for all your
colleagues: Stay away from that area. 7
Do not interfere with the work of building the temple of God. The temple must
be rebuilt at the same place where the former temple was. And do not hinder the
governor of the Jews or their elders while
they are doing this work. 8 Furthermore,
I command you to help these leaders of
the Jews as they rebuild this temple of God.
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You must give them funds for the building
work from my treasury among you. 9 The
Jewish priests in Jerusalem need young
bulls and rams and lambs to sacriﬁce as
they make burned offerings to the God of
heaven. You must give them the animals
that they need. Also, you must be certain
to give them the wheat, salt, wine, and
olive oil that they need each day for those
sacriﬁces. 10 If you do that, they will be
able to offer sacriﬁces that please the God
who is in heaven, and they will pray that
God will bless me and my sons. 11 If anyone disobeys this decree, my soldiers will
pull a beam from his house. Then they
will lift that man up and impale him on
that beam. Then they will completely destroy that man’s house until only a pile of
rubble is left. 12 God has chosen that city of
Jerusalem as the place where people will
honor him. What I desire is that he will get
rid of any king or any nation that tries to
change this decree or tries to destroy that
temple in Jerusalem. I, Darius, have made
this decree. You must completely obey it.”
13

Tattenai, the governor of the province,
and his assistant Shethar-Bozenai and
their colleagues read the message and immediately obeyed the decree of King Darius. 14 So the Jewish leaders continued
their work of rebuilding the temple. They
were greatly encouraged by the messages
that the prophets Haggai and Zechariah
preached. The Israelites continued building the temple, just as God had commanded them to do and as King Cyrus and
King Darius had decreed. 15 They ﬁnished
building it on third day of the month of
Adar, during the sixth year that King Darius ruled.
16

Then the priests and the Levites and
all the other Israelite people who had returned from Babylon joyfully dedicated
the temple. 17 During the ceremony to dedicate the temple, they sacriﬁced one hun-

dred young bulls, one hundred rams, and
four hundred lambs. They also sacriﬁced
twelve male goats as an offering so that
God would forgive the sins of the people of
the twelve tribes of Israel. 18 Then the Jewish leaders divided the priests and Levites
into groups that would take turns to serve
at the temple. They did this according to
what Moses had written many years previously in the laws that he wrote.
19

On the 14th day of the ﬁrst month, the
Jews who had returned from Babylon celebrated the Passover Festival. 20 To qualify themselves for offering the sacriﬁces,
the priests and Levites had already puriﬁed themselves by performing certain rituals. Then they slaughtered the lambs for
the beneﬁt of all the people who had returned from Babylon, for the other priests,
and for themselves. 21 Those who had
returned from Babylon and who had separated themselves from the unclean people around them who had a different culture, language, and worship, and they
were able now to worship Yahweh, the
God of the Israelite people, and to eat the
Passover meal. 22 They celebrated the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days.
The Israelite people throughout the land
were joyful because Yahweh had changed
the attitude of the king of Assyria toward
them, and as a result, the king had helped
them to rebuild the temple of God, the God
of Israel.

Chapter 7
1

Many years later, while Artaxerxes was
the king of Persia, Ezra went from Babylon to Jerusalem. He was the son of Seraiah and the grandson of Azariah, and the
great-grandson of Hilkiah. 2 Hilkiah was
the son of Shallum, who was the son of
Zadok, who was the son of Ahitub, 3 who
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was the son of Amariah, who was the son
of Azariah, who was the son of Meraioth,
4
who was the son of Zerahiah, who was
the son of Uzzi, who was the son of Bukki,
5
who was the son of Abishua, who was
the son of Phinehas, who was the son of
Eleazar, who was the son of Aaron, the
6
ﬁrst high priest.
Ezra was a man
who knew the laws that Moses wrote very
well. Those were the laws that Yahweh,
the God of Israel, had given to the Israelite people. He left Babylon after the
king had told people to give him anything
he requested. Indeed, Yahweh helped
Ezra very much in all these matters. 7
Some of the priests, some descendants of
Levi, some singers, some gatekeepers, and
some men who worked in the temple, and
some other Israelite people went up with
Ezra to Jerusalem. That was during the
seventh year that Artaxerxes was the king
of Persia.
8

Ezra and the group with him arrived in
Jerusalem in the ﬁfth month of the seventh year that Artaxerxes was king. 9
They had left Babylon on the ﬁrst day of
the ﬁrst month, which was the ﬁrst day of
the Jewish year. Because God acted very
kindly toward them, they arrived safely
in Jerusalem on the ﬁrst day of the ﬁfth
month of that year. 10 During Ezra’s entire life, he devoted himself to studying
the laws of Yahweh and how to obey those
laws. He had also taught those laws and
all the decrees to the Israelite people for
many years.
11

Before Ezra left Babylon to go to
Jerusalem, King Artaxerxes wrote a letter
and gave a copy to him. This is what the
king wrote: 12 ”This letter is from me, Artaxerxes, the greatest of the kings. I am
giving it to Ezra the priest, who has studied very well all the rules and regulations
that the God who is in heaven gave to
the Israelite people. 13 Ezra, I command

that when you return to Jerusalem, any of
the Israelite people in my kingdom who
want to be allowed to go with you. That
includes any priests and descendants of
Levi who will work in the temple who
14
want to go.
I, along with my seven
counselors, am sending you to Jerusalem,
in order that you can determine what is
happening there and in other towns in Judah. You are taking with you a copy of
God’s laws; make sure that the people are
doing everything that is written in those
laws. 15 We are also telling you to take
with you the silver and gold that I and
my advisors are wanting to give to you,
in order that you will present it as an offering to the God of Israel who lives in
Jerusalem. 16 You should also take any silver and gold that the people in the entire
Babylonia province give to you, and the
money that the priests and other Israelite
people have happily said that they would
give to you to be offerings for building
the temple of their God in Jerusalem. 17
With this money, you should buy the bulls,
rams, lambs, and the grain and wine that
the priests will burn on the altar outside
the temple of your God in Jerusalem. 18 If
there is any silver or gold that remains after you have bought all those things, you
and your companions are permitted to
use it to buy whatever you desire, but buy
only things that you know that God wants
you to buy. 19 We have given to you some
valuable items to be used in the temple of
your God. Take them also to Jerusalem. 20
If you need any other things for the temple, you are permitted to get the money for
those things from the royal treasury here.
21
And I, King Artaxerxes, command this
to all the treasurers in the province west
of the Euphrates River: Give to Ezra the
priest who has studied very well the laws
of the God who is in heaven, everything
that he requests, and give it to him quickly.
22
Give him up to three and one-third met-
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ric tons of silver, ﬁve hundred bushels
of wheat, two and one-ﬁfth kiloliters of
wine, the same of olive oil, and all the salt
that they need. 23 Be sure that you provide whatever their God requires for his
temple, because we certainly do not want
him to be angry with me or with my de24
scendants who will later be kings.
We are also commanding that none of the
priests, descendants of Levi who work in
the temple, musicians, temple guards, or
other men who work in the temple, will
25
be required to pay any taxes.
Ezra,
your God has enabled you to become very
wise. Using that wisdom, appoint men in
the province west of the Euphrates River
who will judge cases involving the people,
and men who will judge cases involving
the government. You must appoint men
who know the laws of your God. All of you
must teach God’s laws to others who do
not know them. 26 Everyone who does not
obey God’s laws or the laws of my government must be punished severely. Some of
them will be executed, some will be put in
prison, some will be sent out of the country or have all their property taken away
from them.”
27

Ezra said, ”Praise Yahweh, the God
whom our ancestors worshiped! He has
caused the king to want to honor his temple in Jerusalem. 28 Because God acted
kindly and faithfully toward me, the king
and all his advisors and all his powerful ofﬁcials have also acted kindly toward me.
Because God has helped me, I have been
encouraged, and I have been able to persuade some of the Israelite leaders to go
up to Jerusalem with me.”

to Jerusalem from Babylonia when Artaxerxes was king of Persia: 2 Gershom, in the
clan descended from Aaron’s grandson
Phinehas. Daniel, in the clan descended
from Aaron’s son Ithamar. Hattush, a
descendant of Shecaniah in the clan descended from King David. 3 Zechariah and
150 other men in the clan descended from
4
Eliehoenai son of Zerahiah
Parosh.
and two hundred other men in the clan
descended from Pahath-Moab. 5 Ben Jahaziel and three hundred other men in
the clan descended from Shecaniah. 6
Ebed son of Jonathan and ﬁfty other men
in the clan descended from Adin. 7 Jeshaiah son of Athaliah and seventy other men
in the clan descended from Elam. 8 Zebadiah son of Michael and eighty other
men in the clan descended from Shephatiah. 9 Obadiah son of Jehiel and 218
other men in the clan descended from
Joab. 10 Ben Josiphiah and one hundred
sixty other men in the clan descended
from Shelomith. 11 Zechariah son of Bebai and twenty eight other men in the
clan descended from another man whose
12
name was Bebai.
Johanan son of
Hakkatan and one hundred ten other men
in the clan descended from Azgad. 13 Also
Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah, who returned here later with sixty other men in
the clan descended from Adonikam. 14
Uthai and Zaccur and seventy other men
in the clan descended from Bigvai.
15

Ezra said, ”I gathered together all of
Jews at the canal that goes from Babylon to Ahava. We set up our tents there
and stayed there for three days. During
that time I read the lists of names and
found out that there were priests going
with us, but no other descendants of Levi
who could help them in the temple. 16
So I summoned Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah,
Elnathan, Jarib, another man named El1
This is a list of the names of the lead- nathan, Nathan, Zechariah, and Meshulers of the clans who came with me up lam, who were all leaders of the people.
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I also summoned Joiarib and yet another
man named Elnathan (three in all), who
were teachers. 17 I sent them all to Iddo,
the leader of the descendants of Levi, who
was living in Kasiphia, to request that he
and his relatives and other men who had
worked in the temple in Jerusalem send us
some men who would go with us to work
in God’s new temple.
18

Because God acted kindly toward us,
they brought to us a man named Sherebiah and eighteen of his sons and other
relatives. Sherebiah was a very wise
man, a descendant of Mahli, who was a
grandson of Levi. 19 They also sent to us
Hashabiah, along with Jeshaiah, descendants of Levi’s son Merari, and twenty
of their relatives. 20 They also sent 220
other men to work in the temple. Those
men’s ancestors had been appointed by
King David to assist the descendants of
Levi. I listed the names of all those men.
21

There alongside the Ahava Canal, I announced a time for us all to fast and pray.
I told them that we should humble ourselves in the presence of our God. We
prayed that God would protect us while
we traveled, and also protect our children
and our possessions. 22 Previously we had
told the king that our God takes care of
all those who truly trust in him, but that
he becomes very angry with those who
refuse to obey him. So I would have been
ashamed to ask the king to send soldiers
and men riding on horses to protect us
from our enemies while we were traveling along the road. 23 So we fasted and requested God to protect us, and we prayed
to him.
24

I chose twelve of the leaders of the
priests, Sherebiah and Hashabiah and ten
others. 25 I assigned them to supervise
the transport to Jerusalem of the gifts of
silver and gold and the other valuable
items that the king and his advisors and

other oﬃcials, and the Israelite people
who were living in Babylonia, had contributed for the temple of our God. 26 As I
gave these various items to those priests,
I weighed each of the items. This was
the total: About twenty-one and one-half
metric tons of silver, one hundred items
made from silver that altogether weighed
three and one-third metric tons, three and
one-third metric tons of gold, 27 twenty
gold bowls that altogether weighed about
eight and one-half kilograms, and two
items made of polished bronze that were
as valuable as ones made of gold.
28

I said to those priests, ’You are specially
set apart for Yahweh, the God whom our
ancestors worshiped, and these valuable
things are special to him in the same way.
The people themselves gave these things
to be offerings to Yahweh voluntarily. 29
So guard them carefully, and when we
arrive in Jerusalem, weigh them in the
presence of the priests, the descendants
of Levi who will help the priests, and the
other Israelite leaders there. They will
then put them in the storerooms in the
new temple.’ 30 So the priests and descendants of Levi took from me all the gifts
of silver and gold and the other valuable
items, in order to carry them to the temple
in Jerusalem.
31

On the twelfth day of the ﬁrst month, we
left the Ahava Canal and started to travel
to Jerusalem. Our God took care of us, and
while we traveled, he prevented our enemies and bandits from attacking us. 32 After we arrived in Jerusalem, we rested for
three days. 33 Then on the fourth day we
went to the temple. There the silver and
gold and the other items were weighed
and given to the priest Meremoth son of
Uriah. Eleazar the son of Phinehas and
two descendants of Levi, Jozabad son of
Jeshua and Noadiah son of Binnui, were
with him. 34 They counted everything, and
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wrote down how much they weighed, and what he had said to us about marrying
wrote a description of each item.
women who are not Israelites. 4 So many
of them trembled when they heard that
35
We who had returned from Babylonia
some of those who had returned from
offered to God sacriﬁces on the altar. We
Babylonia had sinned like that. They
offered twelve bulls for all us Israelite peocame and sat with me until it was time to
ple. We also offered ninety-six rams and
offer the evening sacriﬁces of grain.
seventy-seven lambs. We also sacriﬁced
twelve goats to atone for the sins that all 5 When it was time to offer those sacriﬁces,
the people had committed. These were all I was still sitting there, wearing those torn
completely burned on the altar. 36 Some clothes and mourning. I stood up, and
of us who returned from Babylonia took then I quickly prostrated myself on the
to the governors and other oﬃcials of the ground. I lifted up my hands to Yahweh,
province west of the Euphrates River the my God, 6 and this is what I prayed: ’Yahletter that the king had given to us. After weh my God, I am very ashamed to raise
they read the letter, they did all that they my head in front of you. The sins that we
were able to do for us Israelite people and Israelites have committed are very great;
for the temple of God.”
it is as though they have risen up higher
than our heads. As for our guilt for committing those sins, it is as though it rises
up to the heavens. 7 Since the time that
our ancestors lived until now, we have
been very guilty. That is the reason that
1
”Some time later, the Jewish leaders
we and our kings and our priests have
came to me and said, ’Many Israelites, and
been defeated by the armies of the kings
even some priests and other men who are
of other lands. They killed some of our
descendants of Levi who work in the tempeople, they captured some, they robbed
ple, have not kept themselves from doing
some, and they caused them all to be diswhat the other people who are living in
graced, just as we are today. 8 But now,
this land do. They are doing the same
Yahweh God, you have acted very kindly
disgusting things that are being done by
toward us. You have allowed some of us to
the Canaan, Heth, Periz, Jebus, Ammon,
survive. You have revived our spirits and
and Amor people groups, and by the peoallowed us to escape from being slaves in
ple from Moab and Egypt, 2 Speciﬁcally,
Babylonia and to return safely to live in
some Israelite men have married women
this sacred place. 9 We were slaves, but
who are not Israelites, and they have alyou did not abandon us. Instead, because
lowed their sons to do the same thing. So
you are always faithful to your covenant
we, God’s sacred people, have become polwith us, you caused the kings of Persia
luted. And some of our leaders and oﬃto act very kindly toward us. You have
cials have been the ﬁrst ones to betray God
allowed us to continue to live and to rein this way!’
build your temple which had been com3
When I heard that, I was overwhelmed, pletely destroyed. You have allowed us to
so I tore my clothes and tore some hair start to live safely here in Jerusalem and
10
Our God,
from my head and from my beard. Then I in other towns in Judah.
sat down, ashamed of my people since the what more can we say now? In spite of
Israelites knew that God had warned us all that you have done for us, we have disthat he would punish us if we disobeyed obeyed your commands. 11 They are com-
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mands that you gave to your servants, the
prophets, to tell to us. They told us that the
land that we would occupy was polluted
because of the detestable things that were
done by the people who lived there. They
said that the land was ﬁlled from one end
to the other with people who did immoral
things. 12 They said that we should not
allow our daughters to marry their sons!
We should not allow our sons to marry
their daughters! We should not even try
to cause things to go well for those people!
They said that if we obeyed these instructions, our nation would be strong, and we
would enjoy the good crops that grow on
the land, and the land would belong to our
descendants forever. 13 But you punished
us because we were very guilty for having done wicked things. Still, you have
not punished us as much as we deserve to
be punished. I say this because you, our
God, have allowed some of us to survive.
14
However, some of us are again disobeying your commands, and we are marrying
women who do those detestable things. If
we continue to do that, surely you will get
rid of all of us, with the result that none of
us will remain alive. 15 Yahweh, God of
Israel, you always do the right thing! We
are guilty. We are only a few people who
have escaped from Babylonia, but we are
praying to you, even though we do not deserve to be in your presence.“”’

women who are not Israelites. But we can
still hope that Yahweh will be merciful to
us Israelite people. 3 We will do what you,
and the others who have an awesome respect for what our God has commanded,
tell us to do. We will do what God told us
in his laws. We will make a covenant with
our God, saying that we will divorce our
wives who are not Israelites, and we will
send them away with their children. 4 It
is your responsibility to tell us what to do.
So get up, and be courageous, and do what
is necessary. We will support you.”
5

So Ezra stood up and demanded that
the leaders of the priests, the descendants
of Levi, and all the other Israelite people
solemnly declare that they would do what
Shecaniah said that they should do. So
they all solemnly promised to do that. 6
Then Ezra went away from in front of the
temple and went to the room where Jehohanan lived. He stayed there that night,
but he did not eat or drink anything. He
was still sad because some of the Israelites
who had returned from Babylonia had not
faithfully obeyed God’s laws.
7

Then the leaders sent a message to all the
people in Jerusalem and in other towns
in Judah, saying that all those who had
returned from Babylonia should come to
Jerusalem immediately. 8 The leaders also
said that if any of them did not arrive
within three days, they would order that
all the property of those people be taken
from them, and that they must no longer
be considered to belong to the Israelite
people; they would be considered to be
1
While Ezra was kneeling down in front
foreigners.
of the temple and praying and crying, he
was confessing the sins that the Israelite 9 So within three days, all the people of
people had committed. Many people, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin gathmen and women and children, gathered ered in Jerusalem. They were there, sitaround him and also cried very much. 2 ting in the courtyard in front of the temThen Shecaniah son of Jehiel in the clan ple. They were shaking because it was
of Elam, said this to him: ”We have dis- raining hard and because they were worobeyed God. Some of us have married ried that they would be punished for what
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they had done. 10 Then Ezra stood up
and said to them, ”Some of you men have
committed an act of treason against God.
You have married women who are not Israelites. By doing that, you have made
us Israelite people more guilty than we
were before. 11 So now you must worship Yahweh, the God whom your ancestors worshiped, and you must do what he
wants. Separate yourselves from the people of other nations and from the women
from those nations whom you have married.”
12

The whole group answered, shouting
loudly, ”Yes, what you have said is right!
We will do what you have said. 13 But
we are a very large group, and it is raining hard. Also, there are many of us who
have committed this evil sin. This is something that we cannot take care of in one
or two days, and we cannot stand here in
this rain. 14 So allow our leaders to decide for all of us what we should do. Tell
everyone who has married a woman who
is not Israelite to come at a time that you
decide. They should come with the elders
and judges from each city. If we do that,
our God will stop being angry with us because of what we have done.”
15

Jonathan son of Asahel, and Jahzeiah
son of Tikvah disagreed with this, and
Meshullam and Shabbethai, a descendant
of Levi, supported them.
16

But all the others who had returned
from Babylonia said that they would do
it. So Ezra chose leaders of each of the
clans, and I wrote down their names. On
the ﬁrst day of the tenth month these
men came and sat down to investigate
the matter. 17 By the ﬁrst day of the
ﬁrst month of the next year they had ﬁnished determining which men had married women who were not Israelites. 18
This is a list of the names of the priests
who had married non-Jewish women, and

the clans to which they belonged. In
the clan of Jeshua and his brothers, who
were sons of Jehozadak, there were Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah. 19
They solemnly promised to divorce their
wives, and they each sacriﬁced a ram to
be an offering to atone for their sins. 20
In the clan of Immer there were Hanani
and Zebadiah. 21 In the clan of Harim
there were Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah. 22 In the clan of Pashhur there were Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah. 23
The descendants of Levi who had married
non-Jewish women were Jozabad, Shimei,
Kelaiah (whose other name was Kelita),
Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 24 There
was Eliashib the musician. Among the
temple guards there were Shallum, Telem,
and Uri. 25 This is a list of the names of
the other Israelites who had married foreign wives: In the clan of Parosh there
were Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin,
Eleazar, Malchijah, and Benaiah. 26 In
the clan of Elam there were Mattaniah,
Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and Elijah. 27 In the clan of Zattu there were
Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth,
Zabad, and Aziza. 28 In the clan of Bebai
there were Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai,
and Athlai. 29 In the clan of Bani there
were Meshullam, Malluk, Adaiah, Jashub,
30
and Sheal Jeremoth.
In the clan of
Pahath-Moab there were Adna, Kelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh. 31 In the clan of Harim
there were Eliezer, Ishijah, Malkijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32 Benjamin, Malluk, and
33
Shemariah.
In the clan of Hashum
there were Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad,
Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.
34
In the clan of Bani there were Maadai,
Amram, Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Keluhi,
36
Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu. 38 In the clan
of Binnui there were Shimei, 39 Shelemiah,
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Nathan, Adaiah, 40 Maknadebai, Shashai,
Sharai, 41 Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
42
Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph. 43 In the
clan of Nebo there were Jeiel, Mattithiah,
Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, Joel, and Benaiah. 44
Each of those men had married a woman
who was not an Israelite, and some of
them had children by those women.
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I will scatter you among the nations. 9
But if you return to me and obey my commands, even if you have been exiled to
a very remote place, I will gather all of
you up and bring you back to this place
where I showed you how great and glori1
I am Nehemiah son of Hakaliah. I am ous I am.’
writing this account of what I did when I 10
We are your servants. We are the peoreturned to Jerusalem. During the twenple whom you have delivered from slavtieth year after King Artaxerxes began to
ery by your very great power. You did that
rule the Persian Empire, in the month of
because you are able to do whatever you
Kislev. I was in Susa, the capital of Persia.
desire. 11 Yahweh, please hear my prayer,
2
My brother Hanani came to see me. He I who am your servant. Please hear the
and some other men were from Judah. prayers of all your people who have great
I asked them questions about the small joy when they honor you for who you are
number of Jews who had escaped from and what you do. Now I pray you would
the Babylonian exile, and about the city of give me success when I go to the king; and
Jerusalem.
protect me as I make a request of the king
3
They said to me, “The Jews who survived that could put my life in jeopardy. Give
the captivity are living there in Judah with me mercy.”

Chapter 1

great diﬃculty and shame. The wall of the I was serving as one of the most trusted
city was pushed down at many places so servants to the king.
an army could easily come through it, and
not only so, but the gates of the city have
been completely destroyed by ﬁre.”
4

When I heard that, I sat down and cried.
For many days I mourned and fasted, and
I prayed to the God who is in heaven. 5 I
said, ”Yahweh, you are the God who is in
heaven. You are the great and awesome
God, and you keep your sacred bond and
promise with everyone who loves you and
who obeys your rules and commands. 6
Now please look at me and listen to what
I am praying. I pray during the day and at
night for your Israelite people. I confess
that we have sinned. Even I and my family
have sinned against you. 7 We have acted
very wickedly. Many years ago your servant Moses gave us your laws and all the
decrees you commanded us to do, but we
did not keep them.
8

Chapter 2
1

In the month of Nisan during the twentieth year of the rule of King Artaxerxes,
it was time to serve wine to him during a
feast. I took the wine and gave it to the
king. I had never looked sad when I was
before the king. 2 But that day, the king
looked at me and he said to me, “Why are
you so sad? You do not look sick. Perhaps
your spirit is troubled?” Then I was very
afraid.
3

I replied, “O King, may you rule for many,
many years! I am sad for a reason, because the city in which my ancestors are
buried has been turned to rubble, and
all the gates around the city have been
burned to ashes.”

But please remember what you told your
servant Moses. You said, ’If you do not 4 The king replied, “What do you want me
live with faith and obedience before me, to do for you?”
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And before I answered him, I prayed to
God in heaven. 5 Then I replied, “If you
are willing to do it, and if I have pleased
you, then you could send me to Jerusalem,
where my ancestors are buried, so that I
may rebuild the city.”
6

The king (with queen sitting beside him)
asked me, “If I allow you to go, how long
will you be gone? And when will you return?” He gave me permisson to go as
soon as I gave him the dates of my going
there and coming back again.
7

I also said to the king, ”As a reward for
my faithful service to you, please give me
letters addressed to the governors who
oversee the area beyond the Euphrates
River. Please give them orders to allow
me to travel safely through their province
on my way to and from Judah. 8 Also,
please write a letter to Asaph, who manages all the timber in your forest, and tell
him to make beams to repair the gates of
the fortress next to the temple, and to repair the walls of the city, and the house
in which I will live.” The king did what
I requested him to do, because God was
helping me get what I needed for these repairs.

about what God had inspired me to do in
Jerusalem.
13

I passed through the Valley Gate and
went outside of the city wall. Then I went
around the city and passed by the well
called the Jackal’s Well. Then I proceeded
to the Dung Gate. I inspected all the walls
around Jerusalem and found they were
all broken open, and the wooden gates
all around the wall were burned to ashes.
14
Then I went to the Fountain Gate and
to the pool called the King’s Pool, but my
donkey could not get through the narrow
opening. 15 So I turned back and went
along the Kidron Valley and I inspected
the wall there before I turned back and
entered the city again at the Valley Gate.
16
The city oﬃcials did not know where I
had gone, or what I had done. I had not
said anything about it to the Jewish leaders or the oﬃcials or the priests or any of
the others who would do the repair work.
17

I said, “You all know very well the terrible things that have happened to our city.
The city is lies in ruins, and even the gates
are burned down. Come, let us do the
work to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. If
we do that, we will no longer be ashamed
of our city.” 18 Then I told them about how
9
I left to travel to Judah. The king sent
God had kindly helped me when I talked
some army oﬃcers and soldiers riding on
to the king, and what the king had said to
horses to accompany me, to protect me.
me.
When we came to the region where the
governors ruled, I gave them the letters They replied, “Let us get up and build!” So
they got ready to do this good work.
from the king.
10

But when two government oﬃcials, Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant, heard that I had arrived,
they were very angry that someone had
come to help the people of Israel.
11

19

But Sanballat, Tobiah the Ammonite
servant, and Geshem the Arabian, heard
about what we planned to do. They
mocked and made fun of us. They said,
“What is this work that you are doing? Are
you rebelling against the king?”

So I came to Jerusalem and stayed there
three days. 12 I went out of the city in the 20 But I replied, “The God who is in heaven
evening, and I took a few men with me. will give us success. But you have no right
We only had one animal, the one that I to this city, you have no deed, you have no
was riding on. I said nothing to anyone lawful claim to it, and you have no historic
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connection to the city of Jerusalem.”

Chapter 3
1

9

Next to them, Rephaiah son of Hur, who
ruled half of the district of Jerusalem, repaired part of the wall. 10 Next to him,
Jedaiah son of Harumaph repaired part
of the wall near his house. Next to him,
Hattush son of Hashabneiah repaired part
of the wall. 11 Malchijah son of Harim,
and Hashub son of Pahathmoab, repaired
a section of the wall, and also repaired the
Tower of the Ovens. 12 Next to him, Shallum son of Hallohesh, who ruled the other
half of the district of Jerusalem, repaired
part of the wall. His daughters helped him
with the work.

Then Eliashib, the high priest of Israel,
working with the other priests, rebuilt the
Sheep Gate. They set it apart for the honor
of Yahweh, and set the doors of the gate
in place. Then they rebuilt the wall as far
as the Tower of the Hundred, and they set
it apart to honor Yahweh. They also rebuilt the Tower of Hananel. 2 Next to them,
men from Jericho were rebuilding. Next 13
Hanun and people from the city of
to them, Zaccur son of Imri, was rebuildZanoah
repaired the Valley Gate. They
ing.
put the gates in their places, and also put
3
The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish in the bolts and bars for locking the gate.
Gate. They laid in the wooden beams They repaired the wall for 460 meters, as
above the gates, and also set the doors in far as the Dung Gate.
place. Then they aﬃxed the bolt and the 14
Malchijah son of Recab, who ruled the
bars for a strong lock. 4 Next to them, Meremoth, the son of Uriah and grandson of district of Beth Haccherem, repaired the
Hakkoz, repaired the walls to make them Dung Gate. He also put in their places the
strong. Next to him, Meshullam son of bolts and bars for locking the gate.
Berekiah and grandson of Meshezabel, re- 15 Shallum son of Colhozeh, who ruled the
paired part of the wall. Next to him, Zadok district of Mizpah, repaired the Fountain
son of Baana repaired part of the wall. Gate. He put a roof over the gate, and
5
Next to him, Tekoites repaired part of put in their places the gates and the bolts
the wall, but the leaders of Tekoa refused and the bars for locking the gate. Near the
to do the work that their supervisors as- Pool of Siloam he built the wall next to the
signed to them.
king’s garden, as far as the steps that went
down from the city of David. 16 Next to
6
Joiada son of Paseah, and Meshullam
him, Nehemiah son of Azbuk, who ruled
son of Besodeiah, repaired the Old Gate.
half of the district of Beth Zur, repaired
They also put in their places the beams
the wall as far as the tombs in the city
above the gate and put in the bolts and the
of David, to the pool that was man-made,
bars for locking the gate. 7 Next to them
and to the House of the Heroes.
Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the
Meronothite, who were men from Gibeon 17 Next to him, several descendants of Levi
and Mizpah, made repairs on the portion who helped the priests repaired parts of
where the governor of the province be- the wall. Rehum son of Bani repaired one
yond the River lived. 8 Next to him, Uzziel section. Hashabiah, who ruled half of the
son of Harhaiah, and Hananiah, but they district of Keilah, repaired the next secworked on a section of the wall as far as tion on behalf of the people of his district.
the Broad Wall. Harhaiah made things 18 Binnui son of Henadad, who ruled the
from gold, and Hananiah made perfumes. other half of the district of Keilah, re-
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east gate, repaired the next section. 30
Next to him, Hananiah son of Shelemiah,
and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired a section. That was the second section that they repaired. After him Meshullam son of Berechiah repaired the walls in
the section that faced the rooms where he
lived. 31 Next to them, Malchijah, who
also made things from gold, repaired a
section as far as the building used by the
temple servants and merchants, which
was in front of the Appointment Gate and
the upper apartments on the corner. 32
Other men who worked with gold, making
beautiful things, along with merchants, repaired the last section of the wall as far as
22
Next to him, several priests repaired the Sheep Gate.
parts of the wall. The priests from the
area near Jerusalem repaired one section.
23
Next to them, Benjamin and Hasshub
repaired a section in front of their house.
Azariah son of Maaseiah and grandson
of Ananiah, repaired the next section in 1 When Sanballat heard that we were refront of his house. 24 Next to him, Binnui building the city wall, the fact that they
son of Henadad repaired a section, from were rebuilding Jerusalem burned like a
Azariah’s house to where the wall turns ﬁre within him, and he was furious and
a bit. 25 Next to him, Palal son of Uzai he spoke of the Jews with disgust. 2 While
repaired a section, from where the wall his counselors and oﬃcials of the army
turns and from where the watchtower is troops who had come from Samaria were
taller than the upper palace. The watch- listening he said, ”These Jews can hardly
tower is near the courtyard where the stand on their own legs, what do they
guards lived. Next to Palal, Pedaiah son think they are doing? Will they rebuild
of Parosh repaired the wall. 26 Next to him the city and live in it themselves? Will
the temple servants repaired a section fac- they restore the temple and the all the sacing the Water Gate on the east side of the riﬁces that the priests gave to Yahweh?
tall tower. 27 Next to him, the Tekoites re- Will they ﬁnish such a great work in only a
paired a second section that was in front day? Will they turn these burned and useof the tall tower as far as the wall of less rocks into useful material to rebuilt
the wall and will they bring life to the city
Ophel.
again?
28
A group of priests repaired the wall 3
Tobiah was standing beside Sanballat.
north from the Horse Gate. Each one
He said, “That wall they are building is
repaired the section in front of his own
so weak that even if a little fox climbed
house. 29 Next to them, Zadok son of Imup on it, their stone wall would fall to the
mer repaired the section in front of his
ground!”
house. Next to him, Shemaiah son of
Shecaniah, who was the gatekeeper at the 4 Then I prayed. I said, ”Our God, hear us,

paired the next section along with other
descendants of Levi. 19 Next to him, Ezer
son of Jeshua, who ruled the city of Mizpah, repaired another section in front of
the steps which went up to the armory, up
to the point where there is a buttress at the
corner of the wall. 20 Next to him, Baruch
son of Zabbai repaired a section of the
wall with great enthusiasm. He worked
on the section from the door of the house
of Eliashib the high priest to the end of his
house. 21 Next to him, Meremoth son of
Uriah and grandson of Hakkoz repaired a
section from the door of Eliashib’s house
to the end of his house.

Chapter 4
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because they are ridiculing us! Cause the
words of their insults to fall back on themselves! Allow their enemies to come and
capture them and force them to go to a foreign land! 5 They are guilty. Do not take
away their guilt and let them answer for
the sin they committed before you. With
their insults, they are making those who
are rebuilding the walls become very angry!”

were put at the lowest points of the wall,
at the places where the wall would be
most easily crossed over. They would protect it with their swords, their spears, and
their bows and arrows. 14 Then after I inspected everything, I summoned the leaders and other oﬃcials and many of the
other people, and I said to them, “Do not
be afraid of our enemies! Keep in mind
God is great and glorious! And ﬁght to protect your families, your sons and daugh6
But after some time, the workers built
ters, your wives, and your homes!”
the wall around the whole city to about
half its total height. They were able to ac- 15 Our enemies heard that we knew what
complish this because they wanted to do they were planning to do and that God had
spoiled all their plans to stop our work. So
the best work they could do.
we
all returned to work on the wall, at the
7
But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabisame places we were working before.
ans, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites
heard that the work on the wall was con- 16 But after that, only half of the men there
tinuing and that we were ﬁlling in the were doing the work on the wall. The
gaps in the wall, they became very angry. others stood there holding their spears,
8
They all made a plan together to come shields, bows and arrows, and wearing
and ﬁght against the people of Jerusalem, armor for protection. The leaders stood
17
and to cause confusion within it. 9 But we guard behind the people of Judah.
prayed to our God to protect us, and we Those who were building the wall and
put men around the walls to guard the city those who carried the heavy loads on their
day and night because of these who were backs, all of them built the wall with one
so angry with us for rebuilding the wall. hand and held a weapon in the other hand.
18
All who were building the wall had his
10
Then the people of Judah started to say,
sword fastened to his side. The man who
”The men who are working on the wall
would blow the trumpet if our enemies athave used up all their strength. There
tacked was standing at my side.
is too much heavy rubble that we must
move away; we are not able to ﬁnish this 19 Then I said to the oﬃcials, the other important men, and the other people, ”This
work. It is too much for us.
is a huge job, and we are far apart from
11
Besides, our enemies are saying, ‘Before
each other along the wall. 20 If you
the Jews see us, we will rush down on
hear the man blowing the trumpet, gather
them and kill them and stop their work on
around at that place. Our God will ﬁght
the wall!’”
for us!”
12
The Jews who were living near our en- 21
So we continued to work. Half of the
emies came and told us many times, to
men continued to hold their spears all day,
warn us about the wicked plans our enefrom when the sun rose in the morning
mies were planning to carry out against
until the stars appeared at night. 22 At that
us.
time, I also said to the people, “Tell every
13
So I put people from each of the fam- worker and his helper that they must stay
ilies to stand guard at the wall. They inside Jerusalem at night. By doing that,
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they can guard us at night, and they can
work on the wall during the daytime.” 23
During that time, I did not put away my
clothing, and I always carried my weapon
The same was true of my brothers, my servants, and the men who followed me and
served as guards. All of us did the same,
even if we just went to get a drink of water.

“Some of our Jewish relatives have been
forced to sell themselves to become slaves
of the nations. As much as we have been
able, we have been buying them back. But
now you are even selling your own relatives so that they might be sold back to
us, their fellow Jews!” When I said that
to them, they were silent. They did not answer with even a single word.
9

Chapter 5
1

Later, many of the men and their wives
cried out for justice because of what some
of the other Jews were doing. 2 Some of
them said, “We have many children. So
we need a lot of grain to be able to eat and
stay alive.”
3

Others said, “it has been necessary for us
to mortgage the ﬁelds and vineyards and
houses that we own so that we may get
grain to eat during this famine.”
4

Others said, ”We have needed to borrow money to pay the taxes we owe the
king for our ﬁelds and our vineyards. 5
We are Jews just like the other Jews. Our
children are just as important to us as
their children are to them. But we have
been forced to sell our children to become
slaves in order to pay what we owe. We
have already sold some of our daughters
to become slaves. Our ﬁelds and vineyards have been taken away from us, so
now we do not have the money to pay
what we owe.”
6

I was very angry when I heard these
things about which they were so concerned. 7 So I thought about what I could
do about it. I told the leaders and oﬃcials,
“You are charging interest to your own relatives when they borrow money from you.
You know that is wrong!” Then I called
together a large group of people to bring
charges against them. 8 I said to them,

Then I said to them, ”What you are doing is terrible. Should you not obey God
and do what is right? If you did, you
would prevent our enemies from treating
us with disrepect. 10 I and my fellow Jews
and my servants have lent money and
grain to people. But let us all stop charging interest on any of these loans. 11 Also,
you must give back to them their ﬁelds,
their vineyards, their olive tree orchards,
and their houses that you have taken from
them. You must also give back to them the
interest that you charged them when they
borrowed money, grain, wine, and olive
oil from you. You must do this today!”
12

The leaders replied, “We will do what
you have said. We will return to them everything that we forced them to give to us,
and we will not require that they give us
anything more.”
Then I summoned the priests, and I made
them give an oath that they would do
what they promised. 13 I shook out the
folds of my robe and said to them, “If
you do not do what you have just now
promised to do, I hope that God will shake
you like I am shaking my robe.”
They all replied, “Amen, let it be so!” And
they praised Yahweh. Then they did what
they had promised to do.
14

I was appointed to be the governor of
Judea in the twentieth year that Artaxerxes was the king of Persia. From that
time until the thirty-second year, during
those twelve years neither I nor my oﬃ-
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cials accepted the money that we were allowed to receive to buy food because of
my being the governor. 15 The men who
were governors before me had burdened
the people by requiring them forty silver
coins each day for their food and wine.
Even their servants oppressed the people.
But I did not do that, because I wanted to
give honor and respect to God.
16

I also continued to work on this wall,
and we did not buy any land from the people. All those who worked for me joined
me to work on the wall. 17 Also, every day
I was responsible to feed at our table the
Jews and the oﬃcials, one hundred and
ﬁfty people; and we also fed the visitors
who came from other countries around us.
18
Each day I told my servants to serve us
the meat from one ox, six very good sheep,
and birds. And every ten days I gave them
a large new supply of wine. But I knew
that the people were burdened by paying
a great deal of money for taxes, so I did not
accept the money that I was entitled to as
governor.
19

My God, think of me, and reward me for
all that I have done for this people.

Chapter 6
1

Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem, and our
other enemies heard a report that we had
ﬁnished rebuilding the wall, and that now
there were no more gaps, although we
had not yet replaced the doors in the gates.
2
So Sanballat and Geshem sent me a message that read, “Come and talk with us
at a place in the plain of Ono north of
Jerusalem.” But it was no secret that they
wanted to harm me.

with you. 4 They sent me the same message four times, and each time when I
replied to them I said the same thing.
5

Then Sanballat sent one of his servants
to me, bringing a ﬁfth message. This one
was written, but it was not sealed and he
held it in his hand. 6 This is what was written in the message:
”Some people in the nearby countries
have heard a report that you and the other
Jews are rebuilding the wall in order to be
able start a rebellion against the king of
Babylon, and that you are planning to become the king of the Israel. Geshem has
told us that this is the truth.
7

People are also saying that you have
appointed some prophets to proclaim in
Jerusalem that you, Nehemiah, are now
the king in Judea. King Artaxerxes will
certainly hear these reports, and then you
will be in big trouble. So I suggest that
we should meet together to talk about this
matter.”
8

When I read that message, I sent the messenger back to Sanballat to say, “None of
what you are saying is true. You have
made this up in your own imagination.” 9
I said that because I knew that they were
trying to cause us to be afraid, so that
they thought, “They will become so discouraged that they will not work on the
wall any more, and the work will never
be ﬁnished.” So I prayed, “O God, give me
courage.”
10

One day I went to talk with Shemaia son
of Delaiah and grandson of Mehetabel. I
went to talk with him in his house. He was
ordered not to leave his house. He said
to me, “You and I must enter the temple,
and we must go to one of the rooms in the
center of the temple, and lock the doors.
3
So I sent messengers to them, to tell them,
They are going to come to kill you. They
”I am doing an important work, and I canare coming tonight to kill you.”
not go down there. This work should not
be delayed just so I can go down to talk 11 I replied, “I am not that kind of person!
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I would not run and hide in the temple to
save my life! No, I will not do that!” 12 I
thought about what he had said, and I saw
that God had not told Shemaiah what to
say to me. Tobiah and Sanballat had hired
him. 13 They had hired him to frighten
me. They wanted me to disobey God’s
commands and sin by hiding in the temple. If I did that, they would give me a bad
name for what I had done, and then they
would humiliate me.
14

So I prayed, “My God, do not forget what
Tobiah and Sanballat have done. And do
not forget the prophetess Noadiah and the
other prophets who tried to make me be
afraid.”
15

We ﬁnished rebuilding the wall in the
month of Elul, on the twenty-ﬁfth day of
the month. We did all the work in ﬁftytwo days. 16 When our enemies in the
nearby countries heard about that, they
became very afraid and they were humiliated, because they knew it was God who
helped us complete this work.

members of the sacred choir and the other
descendants of Levi the work that they
were to do. 2 I appointed my brother
Hanani as governor of Jerusalem. He was
a faithful man who respected God and
honored him, more than many others. In
addition, Hananiah was appointed commander of the fortress there in Jerusalem.
3
I said to them, “Do not open the gates of
Jerusalem until the sun is hot. And close
the gates and put the bars across the doors
only when gatekeepers are guarding the
gates.” I also told them to appoint some
people who live in Jerusalem to be guards,
and to assign some of them to guard stations around the city, and some would
guard near their own houses.”
4

The city of Jerusalem covered a large
area, but at that time not many people
lived in the city, and they had not rebuilt
5
any of the houses.
God gave me the
idea to summon the leaders and oﬃcials
and other people, and to enroll them by
their families in the books of the records
of the families. I also found the records of
17
During this time, the Jewish leaders
the people who had been the ﬁrst ones to
had been sending many messages to Toreturn to Jerusalem. This is what I found
biah, and Tobiah had been sending meswritten in those records.
sages back to them. 18 Many people in
Judea had sworn their allegiance to To- 6 ”This is a list of the people who returned
biah. He was the son-in-law of Shecaniah to Jerusalem and to other places in Judea.
son of Arah, and Tobiah’s son Jehohanan They had been living in Babylonia. Nebmarried the daughter of Meshullam son uchadnezzar had taken them there. They
of Berekiah. 19 People often talked in my returned to Jerusalem and to Judah. Each
presence about all the good deeds that To- one who returned went back to his own
biah had done, and then they would tell city where his ancestors had lived before
him everything that I said. So Tobiah sent the exile. 7 They came back with Zerubbamany letters to me to try to cause me to bel, Joshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah,
become afraid.
Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth,
Bigvai, Nehum, and Baanah.

Chapter 7
1

The number of men from the people who
returned to Judah are listed next. 8 From
the descendants of Parosh, 2,172,

After the wall had been ﬁnished and we
9
from the descendants of Shephatiah,
had put the gates in their places, we assigned to the temple guards and to the 372,
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10

from the descendants of Arah, 652.

11

From the descendants of Pahathmoab,
the descendants of Jeshua and Joab, 2,818,

35

There were men from Harim, 320,

36

men from Jericho, 345,

37

men from Lod, Hadid, and Ono, 721,

38

men from Senaah, 3,930.

12

from the descendants of Elam, 1,254,

13

from the descendants of Zattu, 845,

14

from the descendants of Zakkai, 760.

15

From the descendants of Bani, 648,

16

from the descendants of Bebai, 628,

40

the descendants of Immer, 1,052,

17

from the descendants of Azgad, 2,322,

41

the descendants of Pashhur, 1,247,

42

the descendants of Harim, 1,017.

18

667.
19

These priests also returned:
39

The descendants of Jedaiah, who are
the family of Jeshua, 973,

from the descendants of Adonikam,
43

Descendants of Levi who returned
From the descendants of Bigvai, 2,067, were:

20

from the descendants of Adin, 655,

21

from the descendants of Ater, whose
other name is Hezekiah, 98,
22

328.
23

from the descendants of Hashum,

From the descendants of Bezai, 324,
24

from the descendants of Hariph,
whose other name is Jorah, 112,
25

from the descendants of Gibeon,
whose other name is Gibbar, ninety-ﬁve.

the descendants of Jeshua, Kadmiel, Binnui, and Hodeva, seventy-four,
44

singers who were descendants of Asaph, 148.
45

Also 138 temple gatekeepers from the
descendants of Shallum, Ater, Talmon,
Akkub, Hatita, and Shobai, returned.
46

Temple workers who returned were descendants of these men:
Ziha, Hasupha, Tabbaoth,

26

Men whose ancestors had lived in
these towns also returned:
188.

Men from Bethlehem and Netophah,

27

128,
28

There were also men from Anathoth,
men from Beth Azmaveth, forty-two,

29

men from Kiriath Jearim, Kephirah
and Beeroth, 743,
30

men from Ramah and Geba, 621.

31

There were men from Micmash, 122,

32

men from Bethel and Ai, 123,

33

men from Nebo, ﬁfty-two,

34

men from Elam, 1,254.

47

Keros, Sia, Padon,

48

Lebanah, Hagabah, Shalmai,

49

Hanan, Giddel, Gahar,

50

Reaiah, Rezin, Nekoda,

51

Gazzam, Uzza, Paseah,

52

Besai, Meunim, Ephusesim who is
also called Nephushesim,
53

Bakbuk, Hakupha, Harhur,

54

Bazluth who is also called Bazluth,
Mehida, Harsha,

57

55

Barkos, Sisera, Temah,

56

Neziah, and Hatipha.

Descendants of the servants of King
Solomon who returned were:

646

NEHEMIAH
Sotai, Sophereth, Perida,
58

Jaalah, Darkon, Giddel,

59

the descendants of Shephatiah, the
descendants of Hattil, the descendants of
Pochereth Hazzebaim, the descendants of
Amon.
60

Altogether, there were 392 temple workers and descendants of Solomon’s servants who returned.
61-62

Another group of 642 people from the
clans of Delaiah, Tobiah, and Nekoda returned from the towns of Telmelah, Telharsha, Kerub, Addon, also known as Addon, and Immer in Babylonia. But they
could not prove that they were descendants of Israel.
63

Priests from the descendants
of Hobaiah, Hakkoz, and Barzillai also returned. Barzillai had married a woman
who is a descendant of a man named
Barzillai from the region of Gilead, and he
had taken his wife’s family name. 64 They
searched in the records that contained
the names of people’s ancestors, but they
could not ﬁnd the names of those families, so they were not allowed to have the
rights and duties that priests had. They
did not qualify to be priests because they
could not trace their family history. 65 The
governor told them they should not be allowed to eat the priests’ share of the food,
taken from the sacriﬁces, and they should
come who could use the marked stones
to ﬁnd what God said about their being
priests once more.
66

Altogether, there were 42,360 people
who returned to Judea. 67 There were also
7,337 of their servants, and two-hundred
and forty-ﬁve singers, counting both men
68
and women.
The Israelites also
brought back from Babylonia 736 horses,
245 mules, 69 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.
70

Some of the leaders of the clans gave

gifts for the work of rebuilding the temple.
The governor gave eight and one-half kilograms of gold, ﬁfty bowls to be used in the
temple, and ﬁve-hundred and thirty robes
for the priests. 71 The other leaders gave
to the treasury one-hundred and seventy
kilograms of gold, and the leaders of the
clans gave a total of one and one-ﬁfth metric tons of silver. 72 The rest of the people
gave one-hundred and seventy kilograms
of gold, and one metric ton of silver, and
sixty-seven robes for the priests.
73

So the priests, the Levites who helped
the priests, the temple guards, the musicians, the temple workers, and many
ordinary people, who were all Israelites,
started to live in the towns and cities of
Judea where their ancestors had lived.
By the seventh month the people of Israel
had gone to their cities and they were living in them.

Chapter 8
1

All the people gathered together in the
plaza that was close to the Water Gate.
Men and women and children who were
old enough to understand gathered together. They asked Ezra to bring out the
scroll of the law that Moses had written
down, and which Yahweh had given as
the law for the people of Israel, for them
to obey its rules and commands. 2 Ezra,
who served God through the sacriﬁces in
the temple, brought out the law and presented it before all the people, to both men
and women, and anyone else who could
understand what he read. He did this on
the ﬁrst day of the seventh month of that
year. 3 So he brought it out and read it to
the people. He read it from early in the
morning until the middle of the day. All
the people listened, men and women, anyone who was able to understand what he
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read. The people listened with great inter- make you strong.”
est to what Ezra read from the book of the 11
The Levites also caused the people to be
law.
quiet, saying “Hush, do not cry, for this is a
4
Ezra stood on top of a high wooden plat- day set apart for Yahweh. Do not be sad!”
form that had been built by the people for 12
So the people went away, and they ate
this purpose. At his right side stood Matand drank, and they sent portions of food
tithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah,
to those who did not have any. They were
and Maaseiah. At his left side stood Pedavery happy, because they understood the
iah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbadmeaning of the words that been read to
danah, Zechariah, and Meshullam.
them.
5
Ezra opened the scroll as he stood on the 13
On the next day, the leaders of the famplatform above the people, and all could
ilies and the priests and the Levites came
see him, and as he opened the book all
together with Ezra to study so they would
the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra praised
gain insight from the words of the law. 14
Yahweh, the great God, and all the peoThey read in the law how Yahweh had orple lifted up their hands and said, “Amen!
dered Moses to command the people of IsAmen!” Then they all bowed down with
rael to live in temporary shelters that entheir faces to the ground, and they wortire month, to remember that their ancesshiped Yahweh.
tors lived in shelters when they walked in
7
Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, the wilderness. 15 They also learned that
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, they should proclaim in Jerusalem and in
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, and Pelaiah, all the towns that the people should go to
were all Levites. They explained the the hills and cut branches from olive trees
meaning of the laws of Moses to the peo- and from wild olive trees and from myrple who were standing there. 8 They also tle trees, palm trees and shade trees. They
read from scrolls the law that God gave to should make shelters from these branches
Moses, and they translated it into the Ara- to live in during the festival, just as Moses
maic language, making the meaning clear wrote about this.
for those who could understand it.
16
So the people went out of the city and
9
Then Nehemiah the governor, and Ezra cut branches and used them to build shelthe priest and scribe, and the Levites who ters. They built shelters on the ﬂat roofs
were interpreting what was being read to of their houses, in their courtyards, in
the people, said to them, “Yahweh your the courtyards of the temple, and in the
God considers that this day is set apart plazas close to the Water Gate and the
from other days. So do not be sad or cry!” Ephraim Gate. 17 All of the Israelite people
For all the people were crying when they who had returned from Babylon built shelheard the law of Moses read by Ezra.
ters and lived in them for one week. The
Israelite people had not celebrated that
10
Then Nehemiah said to them, “Now go
festival like that since the time that Joshua
home and enjoy some good food and have
lived. And the people had very great joy.
something sweet to drink. And send some
of it to people who do not have anything 18 Every day during that week Ezra read
to eat or drink. This is a day set apart to to the people from the book of the law
worship our Lord. Do not be ﬁlled with of God. Then on the eighth day, they folsadness! The joy that Yahweh gives will lowed the decree and called for all the peo-
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ple to come together, so they could bring you knew he was a trustworthy person.
the festival to an end.
Then you made a promise to him pledged
with blood, promising that you would give
to his descendants the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, and the Girgashites.
And
you, Yahweh, have done what you
1
On the twenty-fourth day of the same
month, the people gathered together. promised, because you always do what is
They did not eat food for a while, and right.

Chapter 9

they wore clothes they made from bags
used to carry wheat and other grains, and
they put the dust of the earth on their
heads. 2 The descendants of Israel separated themselvses away from all the foreigners. They stood there and confessed
their own sins and the wicked things their
3
ancestors had done.
They stood and
for three hours they read from the law
of Yahweh, and for another three hours
they spoke out loud about their sins before Yahweh, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. 4 There were Levites
standing on the stairs. They were Jeshua,
Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, another Bani, and Kenani. 5 Then
the leaders of the Levites called out to the
people. They were Jeshua, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and
Pethahiah. They said, ”Stand there and
give praise to Yahweh your God, who has
always lived and will live forever! Yahweh, we praise your glorious name! Your
name is more important than everything
else that is good and wonderful! 6 You
are Yahweh, and no one else. You made
the sky and the heavens above everything,
and all the angels who do God’s will. You
made the earth and everything that is on
it, and you made the seas and everything
that is in them. You give life to everything.
All the angel armies in heaven worship
you.
7

9

You saw how much our ancestors were suffering in Egypt. You heard
them cry to you for help when they were
beside the Sea of Reeds. 10 You performed
many kinds of miracles that caused the
king, his servants, and all his people to
suffer. As a result, you, Yahweh, made
a great name for yourself, and it is still
11
known to be great even today!
You
divided the sea into two parts, and your
people walked through the middle of it on
dry land. You drowned the soldiers of the
Egyptian army under the waters, and they
sank as a stone sinks in the deep! 12 During the day you led them with a cloud like
a pillar for them to follow, and at night
you gave them the light of a pillar of ﬁre,
to show them where to walk.
13

On Mount Sinai you came down
from heaven and spoke to them. You gave
them many regulations and decrees that
are just and reliable, and you gave them
14
commands and laws that are good.
You taught them about your holy Sabbath,
and you gave them commands, and rules,
and a list of laws to obey from your servant Moses. He would tell them to the
people. 15 When they were hungry, you
gave them bread from heaven. When they
were thirsty, you gave them water from
a rock. You said to them to go and take
the land you promised with a vow to give
them.

Yahweh, you are God. You chose
16
Abram and brought him out of Ur in the
But our ancestors were very
Chaldees. You gave him the name Abra- proud and stubborn. They refused even
ham. 8 You saw deep inside of him, and to listen to what you commanded them to
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do. 17 They refused to listen to you. They
forgot about all the miracles that you had
performed for them. They became stubborn, and because they rebelled against
you, they appointed a leader to take them
back to Egypt, where they would be slaves
again! But you are a God who forgives
again and again. You are slow to be angry,
and your love for them is never-ending
and it is great. You did not abandon
them. 18 So, you did not desert them, even
though they melted precious metals and
cast an idol that looked like a calf. They
presented this calf to the people and said,
‘This is your god, who brought you up out
of Egypt,’ while they cursed God and did
what he had forbidden.
19

You always acted mercifully,
and you would not abandon them when
they were in the desert. The bright cloud
which was like a huge pillar continued
to lead them during the daytime, and the
ﬁery cloud showed them where to walk
at night. 20 You sent your good Spirit to
instruct them. You did not withhold the
manna from them when they were hungry and you provided water when they
were thirsty. 21 For forty years you took
care of them in the desert. During all that
time, they did not have need of anything.
Their clothes did not wear out, and their
feet did not swell up.

You enabled the Israelites to control the
Canaanites and their kings so they could
do to those people whatever they needed
25
to do.
Our ancestors’ children captured cities that had walls around them
for protection. They took possession of
fertile land. They occupied houses that
were full of good things and wells that
were already dug. They took possession of
vineyards, groves of olive trees, and fruit
trees. They ate all that they wanted to, and
they were satisﬁed, and they grew fat, and
they were delighted because you were so
good to them.
26

But they disobeyed you and rebelled
against you. They turned their backs on
your law. They killed the prophets who
warned them that they should return to
you. They said and did very evil things
against you. 27 So you handed them over
to their enemies to defeat them. But when
their enemies caused them to suffer, they
called out to you. You heard their cry
from heaven, and because you are very
merciful, you sent them people to help
them, and those leaders rescued them
from their enemies.
28

But after there was a time of
peace again, our ancestors again did evil
things that you hated. So you allowed
their enemies to conquer them and ruled
over them. But whenever they cried out
to you again to help them, you heard them
22
You gave them kingdoms and nafrom heaven, and because you act mercitions of people. They took possession of
fully you rescued them.
even the most distant places in this land.
29
You warned them that they
They occupied the land over which King
Sihon ruled from Heshbon and the land should again obey your laws, but they beover which King Og ruled in the Bashan. came proud and stubborn, and they dis23
You caused our ancestors’ children to obeyed your decrees—and it is by obeying
become as numerous as the stars in the them that a person lives. They purposely
heavens, and you brought them into this ignored what you commanded them to
land, the land you told their fathers to en- do and became stubborn and refused to
ter and take for themselves so they might obey. 30 You were patient with them for
live there. 24 They went in and took the many years. You warned them by the mesland from the people who lived there. sages your Spirit gave to the prophets. But
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they did not listen to those messages. So leaders, the names of the Levites, and the
again you allowed the armies of the na- names of the priests, and then we will seal
tions nearby to defeat them. 31 But be- it.”
cause you act mercifully, you did not destroy them completely or abandon them.
You are a gracious and merciful God!

Chapter 10

32

Our God, you are great! You are
mighty! You are awesome! You faithfully
love us as you promised in your covenant
with us that you fulﬁll! But now we are
having great diﬃculties in all these things.
Do not let our hardships become unimportant to you! They have come on our kings,
on our princes, and on our priests, and on
our prophets, and on our ancestors, and
on all your people, from the days of the
kings of Assyria until today. 33 We know
that you acted justly each time you punished us. You have treated us faithfully,
but we have done evil things. 34 Our kings
and the leaders they appointed and our
priests and our other ancestors did not
obey your laws. They did not heed your
commands or the warnings that you gave
them. 35 Even when they had their own
kings, and they enjoyed the good things
that you did for them in this large and fertile land that you gave to them, they did
not serve you and they would not stop doing what was evil.

1

This is a list of those who signed the
agreement:
I, Nehemiah son of Hakaliah, the governor and also Zedekiah.
2

The priests who signed it were:
Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,
3

Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,

4

Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluk,

5

Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,

6

Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,

7

Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,

8

Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah.

9

The descendants of Levi who signed it
were:
Jeshua son of Azaniah, Binnui from the
clan of Henadad, Kadmiel,
10

Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah,
Hanan,

36

11

Mika, Rehob, Hashabiah,

So now we are slaves here in this
Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
land that you gave to our ancestors, the
13
Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.
land that you gave to them in order that
14
The Israelite leaders who signed it were:
they could enjoy all the good things that
grow here. But we became slaves here!
Parosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, and
37
Because we have sinned, we cannot eat Bani.
the things that grow here. The kings who
15
Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
now rule over us are enjoying the things
16
Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
that grow here. They rule us and take our
17
cattle. We must serve them and do the
Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
things that please them. We are in great
18
Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,
misery.
19
Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,
38
Because of all this, we, the people of Is20
Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
rael are making a solemn agreement on a
21
Meshezabel, Zadok, and Jaddua.
scroll. We will write on it the names of our
12
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22

Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,

23

Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,

24

Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,

25

Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,

26

Ahiah, Hanan, Anan,

27

Malluk, Harim, and Baanah.

28

burned on the altar, the sacred offerings
for the Sabbath days and for celebrating
the new moons and other festivals and offerings that are dedicated to God, the animals to be sacriﬁced to pay the penalty for
the sins of the people of Israel, and anything else that is needed for the work of
taking care of the temple.

The rest of the people made a solemn
agreement, including the priests, gatekeepers, singers, and temple workers.
They also included all the men from other
neighboring peoples who had left their
people and were living in Israel. These
men, along with their wives, their sons
and daughters who were old enough to understand what they were doing, promised
they would obey God’s law. 29 They all
joined with their leaders in making this
solemn agreement. They agreed to obey
all the laws that God had given to Moses.
They agreed to follow and to obey everything that Yahweh our God had commanded, and all his decrees and instructions. They promised to do the following.
30

34

Each year the priests, the descendants of Levi who help the priests, and
the rest of us will cast lots to determine
for that year which families within the
Levites will provide wood to burn on the
altar to burn the sacriﬁces in the house of
our God, as it is written in the law of God.
35

We promise that each year each family will take to the temple an offering from
the ﬁrst food that we grow in our soil and
harvest for food, and from the ﬁrstfruits
that grow on our trees that year.
36

We will take to the house of God our
ﬁrstborn sons and we will also bring ﬁrstborn calves and lambs and baby goats to
be dedicated to God. That is what is written in God’s laws that we must do.

”We will not allow our daughters
37
We will also take to the priests at the
to marry people who live in this land who
do not worship Yahweh, and we will not temple the ﬂour made from the ﬁrst grain
that we harvest each year, and our other
allow our sons to marry them.
offerings of wine, olive oil, and fruit. We
31
If people from other countries who will also take the tithes to the descendants
live in this land bring us grain or other of Levi who help the priests. 38 A priest,
things to sell to us on Sabbath days or any one who is a descendant of Aaron, will
other sacred day, we will not buy anything be with the Levites and supervise them
from them. And in every seventh year, we when they collect the tithes. Then the dewill give rest to the ﬁelds and we will not scendants of Levi must take a portion of
plant any crops that one year, and we will it, ten percent of the things that people
cancel all debts to other Jews.
bring, and put it in the storerooms in the
32
We each also promised ourselves temple. 39 The descendants of Levi and
that every year we will pay about 5 grams some of the people of Israel must take the
of silver for those who serve and take care offerings of grain, wine, and olive oil to
of the temple. 33 With that money they can the storerooms where the various utensils
buy these things: The bread on display be- are kept that are used by those who serve
fore God, the ﬂour that is offered to God in the temple. That is the place where the
by burning it on the altar each day, the priests who are serving at that time, the
animals that were killed and completely gatekeepers, and where those who sing in
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the temple choir, live.

Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah. 8 Two of Sallu’s relatives, Gabbai
We promise that we will not neglect
and Sallai, also settled in Jerusalem.
taking care of the temple of our God.”
Altogether, 928 people from the tribe of
Benjamin settled in Jerusalem. 9 Their
leader was Zichri. The oﬃcial who was
second in command in Jerusalem was Hassenuah.
1
The Israelite leaders and their families
10
The priests who settled in Jerusalem
settled in Jerusalem. The remainder of the
people cast lots to select one family out were Jedaiah son of Joiarib,
of ten who would live in Jerusalem, the 11 Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of
city set apart for God. The remaining nine Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of
lived in the other towns. 2 Those people Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, who was preasked God to bless those who volunteered viously the leader of all the priests. 12 Altoto live in Jerusalem.
gether, 822 members of that clan worked
3
These are the provincial oﬃcials who in the temple.

Chapter 11

came to live in Jerusalem. But in the cities
of Judah everyone lived on his own family
property in their towns. Some from Israel,
the priests, the Levites, the temple servants, and the descendants of Solomon’s
servants came to live in Jerusalem. 4
But some of the people of Judah and the
people of Benjamin stayed and lived in
Jerusalem.

Another priest who settled in Jerusalem
was Adaiah, the son of Jeroham, the son
of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of
Malchijah. 13 Altogether, there were 242
members of that clan who were leaders of
the clan who settled in Jerusalem.

These are from the relatives of Judah: Athaiah son of Uzziah, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son
of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalalel, a descendant of Perez.

Another priest who settled in Jerusalem
was Amashsai the son of Azarel, the son
of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son
of Immer. 14 There were 128 members of
that clan who were valiant soldiers who
settled in Jerusalem. Their leader was
Zabdiel the son of Haggedolim.

5

15

And there was Maaseiah the son of
Baruch, who was the son of Colhozeh,
who was the son of Hazaiah, who was the
son of Adaiah, who was the son of Joiarib,
who was the son of Zechariah, who was a
descendant of Judah’s son Shelah. 6 There
were 468 men who were descendants of
Perez who lived in the city of Jerusalem.
These men were very brave and skilled in
combat.
7

One of the men of the tribe of Benjamin
who decided to live in Jerusalem was Sallu
son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son
of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of

Another descendant of Levi who settled in Jerusalem was Shemaiah the son
of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son
of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni.
16

Two others were Shabbethai and Jozabad, who were prominent men, leaders
of the Levites, who supervised the work
outside the temple. 17 Another one was
Mattaniah, the son of Mika, the son of
Zabdi, the son of Asaph. Mattaniah directed the temple choir when they sang
the prayers to thank God. His assistant
was Bakbukiah. Another one was Abda,
the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the
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son of Jeduthun. 18 Altogether, there were 31 The people of the tribe of Benjamin
284 Levites in the city set apart for God.
lived in Geba, Micmash, Aija, Bethel and
its nearby villages, 32 in Anathoth, in Nob,
19
The gatekeepers who settled in
in Ananiah, 33 in Hazor, in Ramah, in GitJerusalem were Akkub and Talmon. Altotaim, 34 in Hadid, in Zeboim, in Neballat, 35
gether, there were 172 of them and their
in Lod, in Ono, and in Craftsmen’s Valley.
relatives who settled in Jerusalem.
36
Some of the Levites who had lived in
20
The other Israelite people including descendants of Levi and priests lived on Judea were sent to live with the people of
their own property in other towns and Benjamin.
cities in Judea.
21

But the temple workers lived in Ophel in
Jerusalem. They were supervised by Ziha
and Gishpa.

Chapter 12

1
The man who supervised the descen- These are the names of the priests and
dants of Levi who lived in Jerusalem was descendants of Levi that returned from
Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, Babylonia with Zerubbabel and Jeshua
the son of Mattaniah, the son of Mika. Uzzi the high priest. They included
belonged to the clan of Asaph, the clan
Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
that was in charge of the music in the tem2
Amariah, Malluk, Hattush,
ple. 23 The king of Persia had commanded
that the clans should decide what work
3
Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
each clan should do to lead the music in
4
Iddo, Ginnethon, Abijah,
the temple each day.
22

24

Pethahiah son of Meshezabel, who was
from the clan of Zerah and a descendant
of Judah, was the ambassador of the Israelites to the king of Persia.
25

Some of the people who did not settle
in Jerusalem lived in villages close to their
farms. Some from the tribe of Judah lived
in villages near Kiriath Arba, Dibon, and
Jekabzeel. 26 Some lived in Jeshua, in Moladah, in Bethpelet, 27 in Hazarshual, and
in Beersheba and the villages near it. 28
Others lived in Ziklag, in Mekonah and
the villages near it, 29 in Enrimmon, in
Zorah, in Jarmuth, 30 in Zanoah, in Adullam, and in the villages near those cities.
Some lived in Lachish and in the nearby
villages, and some lived in Azekah and the
villages near it. All of those people lived in
Judea, in the area between Beersheba in
the south and Hinnom Valley in the north,
at the edge of Jerusalem.

5

Mijamin, Moadiah, Bilgah,

6

Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,

7

Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah.

All those men were leaders of the priests
and their associates during the time that
Jeshua was the leader of all the priests.
8

Here is a list of the descendants of Levi
who returned: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel,
Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah. Mattaniah and his brothers led the people in
singing songs to thank God. 9 Bakbukiah
and Unni, their associates, formed a choir
that stood across from the other group
when they sang.
10

Jeshua the high priest was the father of
Joiakim, who was the father of Eliashib,
who was the father of Joiada, 11 who was
the father of Jonathan, who was the father
of Jaddua.
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12

When Joiakim was the leader of all the the annals until the time that Eliashib’s
priests, these were the leaders of the fam- grandson Johanan was the leader of all
ilies of priests:
the priests.
Meraiah, of the family of Seraiah,
Hananiah, of the family of Jeremiah,
13

Meshullam, of the family of Ezra,

Jehohanan, of the family of Amariah,
14

Jonathan, of the family of Malluk,

Joseph, of the family of Shecaniah.

24

These were the leaders of the Levites:
Hashabiah, Sherebiah, Jeshua son of Kadmiel, and their brothers who stood across
from them to praise and give thanks to
God. They did that just as King David,
the man who served God, had instructed
them.
25

Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah,
More leaders were Adna, of the family Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were the
gatekeepers. They stood guard at the
of Harim,
storerooms close to the gates of the temHelkai, of the family of Meremoth,
ple. 26 They did that work during the time
16
of Joiakim son of Jeshua and the grandZechariah, of the family of Iddo,
son of Jehozadak, during the time of NeMeshullam, of the family of Ginnethon,
hemiah the governor and Ezra the priest.
17
Zicri, of the family of Abijah.
Ezra also knew the Jewish laws very well.
15

There was also a leader of the family of 27 When we dedicated the wall around
Jerusalem, we summoned the descenMiniamin.
dants of Levi from the places around IsPiltai, of the family of Moadiah.
rael where they lived, so they could come
18
Shammua, of the family of Bilgah,
to celebrate the dedication of the wall.
Jehonathan, of the family of Shemaiah, They would sing songs to thank God and
many of them made music by playing
19
Mattenai, of the family of Joiarib,
cymbals and harps and other stringed
instruments. 28 We summoned the deUzzi, of the family of Jedaiah,
scendants of Levi who constantly sang
20
Kallai, of the family of Sallu,
together. They came to Jerusalem from
nearby areas where they had settled, and
Eber, of the family of Amok,
from places around Netophah, southeast
21
Hashabiah, of the family of Hilkiah,
29
of Jerusalem.
They came also from
and Nethanel, of the family of Jedaiah. three places northeast of Jerusalem, Beth
Gilgal and the areas around Geba and Az22
During time when Eliashib led the
maveth. Near Jerusalem the singers built
Levites, this is a list of them all: Elisahib,
villages where they lived.
Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua were the
leaders of all the priests. They wrote the 30 The priests and descendants of Levi
names of the families who were descen- performed rituals to make them clean in
dants of Levi. When Darius was king of God’s eyes, and they did the same for all
Persia, the priests were responsible for the people, and even for the gates of the
31
Then
recording the names of those who were city and ﬁnally, for the wall.
23
They wrote the I gathered together the leaders of Judah
the heads of families.
names of the leaders of the families who on top of the wall, and I appointed them
were descendants of Levi in the book of to lead two large groups to march around
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the city on top of the wall, thanking God.
As they faced the city, one group walked
to the right toward the Dung Gate. 32 Behind their leaders marched Hoshaiah and
half of the leaders of Judah. 33 Those who
followed after them were Azariah, Ezra,
Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 and some of the priests’
sons who played their trumpets, including Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the
son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah,
the son of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, a
36
Behind them
descendant of Asaph.
marched other members of Zechariah’s
family, including Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and
Hanani. They all were playing the same
kinds of musical instruments that King
David had played many years previously.
Ezra, the man who knew the Jewish laws
very well, marched in front of this group.
37
When they reached the Fountain Gate,
they went up the steps to the city of David,
past the location of David’s palace, and
then to the wall at the Water Gate, on the
east side of the city.
38

The other choir who were singing and
thanking Yahweh marched to the left on
top of the wall. I followed them with half
of the people. We marched past the Tower
of the Ovens to the Broad Wall. 39 From
there we marched past Ephraim Gate, Jeshanah Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of
Hananel, the Tower of the Hundred Soldiers, to the Sheep Gate. We ﬁnished
marching near the gate into the temple.
40
Both the groups reached the house of
God as they were singing and thanking
him. They stood in their places there. I
and the leaders who were with me also
stood in our places.
41

Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. The
singers sang with Jezrahiah who was their
leader. 43 After we went outside the temple, we offered many sacriﬁces. We men
all rejoiced because God had caused us
to be very happy. The women and the
children also rejoiced. People far away
could hear the noise that we made there
in Jerusalem.
44

On that day men were appointed to be
in charge of the storerooms where they
kept the money that people gave for the
temple. They also were in charge of the
tithes and the ﬁrst part of the grain and
fruit that was harvested each year. They
also brought into the storerooms a part of
the harvest from the ﬁelds for the priests
and the descendants of Levi. This was
done because the people of Judah were
so happy to have servants serving in the
house of Yahweh. 45 The priests and
Levites were serving Yahweh in their rituals to purify things, and the musicians
in the temple and the gatekeepers also
did their work as King David and his son
Solomon had declared that they should
do. 46 Ever since the time of David and
Asaph, there have been directors of the
singers, and they sang songs to praise and
thank God. 47 During the years of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah the
governor, all Israel contributed the food
that the singers and temple gatekeepers
needed every day. They set aside what the
Levites needed to live on, and the Levites
set aside for the descendants of Aaron, the
ﬁrst leader of all the priests, what they
needed.

Chapter 13

My group included the priests Eliakim,
Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai,
Zechariah, and Hananiah, with their 1 On that day the priests read and the
trumpets. 42 There was another named people listened, and the passage was read
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with the laws God gave Moses that said
no Amonite or Moabite was ever to be allowed to come into the place where God’s
people worship. 2 The reason for that was
that the people of Ammon and the people
of Moab did not give any food or water
to the Israelites while the Israelites were
going through their areas after they left
Egypt. Instead, the people of Ammon and
Moab paid money to Balaam to inﬂuence
him to curse the Israelites. But God turned
that attempt to curse Israel into a blessing.
3
So when the people heard these laws being read to them, they sent away all the
people whose ancestors had come from
other countries.
4

that all the equipment used in the temple and all the grain offerings and incense
should be put back in that room, where
they belonged.
10

I also found out that the temple musicians and other Levites had left Jerusalem
and returned to their ﬁelds, because the
people of Israel had not been bringing into
the storerooms the food they needed. 11
So I rebuked the oﬃcials, saying to them,
”Why have you not taken care of the services to be held in the temple? So I got
them together and put them back at their
stations.
12

Then all the people of Judah again
started to bring to the temple storerooms
their tithes of grain, wine, and olive oil.
13
I appointed these men to be in charge
of the storerooms. Shelemiah the priest,
Zadok, an expert in the Jewish laws, and
Pedaiah, a descendant of Levi. I appointed Hanan son of Zaccur and grandson of Mattaniah to assist them. I knew
that I could trust those men to distribute
the offerings fairly to their fellow workers.

Previously, Eliashib the priest had been
appointed to be in charge of the storerooms in the temple. He was a relative
of Tobiah. 5 He allowed Eliashib to use
a large room. There they had stored the
grain offerings and the incense. They put
there the equipment that is used in the
temple. They put in there the offerings the
people gave for the Levites. They brought
in tithes of grain and wine and olive oil
that God had commanded for the Levites, 14
My God, do not forget all these good
for the musicians, and the gatekeepers.
deeds that I have done for your temple
And they brought in the gifts to support
and for the work that is done there!
the other priests.
15
During that time, I saw some people
6
During that time I was not in Jerusalem. in Judea who were working on the SabIt was the thirty-second year that Artax- bath day. Some were pressing grapes to
erxes was the king of Babylonia, and I had make wine. Others were putting grain,
gone back to report to the king what I had bags of wine, baskets of grapes, ﬁgs, and
been doing. After I had been there a while, many other things on their donkeys and
I requested the king to allow me to return taking them into Jerusalem. I warned
to Jerusalem. 7 When I returned, I found them not to sell things to the people of
out that Eliashib had done an evil thing. Judea on Sabbath days. 16 I also saw some
He let Tobiah take over a storeroom in the people from Tyre who were living there
very house of God for his own use. 8 I in Jerusalem who were bringing ﬁsh and
became very angry. I went to that room other things into Jerusalem to sell to the
and I threw out everything that belonged people of Judea on the Sabbath day. 17
to Tobiah. 9 Then I commanded that they So I rebuked the Jewish leaders and told
perform a ritual cleansing of that room to them, ”This is a very evil thing that you
make it pure again. And I also ordered are doing! You are making the Sabbath
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days into something God never wanted it
to be. 18 Your ancestors did things like this,
so God punished them. He allowed this
city to be destroyed because of their sin!
And now by breaking the laws for the Sabbath day, you are going to cause God to be
angry with us, and he will punish us even
more!”
19

When it became dark at the gates of
Jerusalem, I put some of my men there, so
they would make sure that no one could
bring any goods into the city to sell on that
day. 20 The merchants and sellers of all
kinds of goods and merchandise camped
outside Jerusalem a few times on Friday
evening when the Sabbath begins, hoping to sell something the next day. 21 I
warned them, “It is useless for you to stay
here outside the walls on Friday night! If
you do this again, I will take you and remove you myself!” So after that, they did
not come on Sabbath days. 22 I also commanded the descendants of Levi to perform the ritual to purify themselves and
to take up their stations to guard the City
Gates, to make sure that the Sabbath was
kept holy by not allowing merchants to enter it on that holy day.

never again marry foreigners and never
allow their children to marry foreigners.
26
I said to them, ”Solomon, the king of Israel, sinned as a result of marrying foreign women. He was greater than any
of the kings of other nations. God loved
him and set him as the king over all the
people of Israel. But his foreign wives
caused even him to sin. 27 Do you think
that we should do what you have done,
you who married foreign wives, and do
what we know is wrong, and commit a
great sin against our God by marrying foreign women who worship idols?”
28

One of the sons of Joiada, the son of
Eliashib the leader of all the priests, married the daughter of Sanballat. So I ran
Joiada’s son out of Jerusalem.
29

My God, remember those who brought
shame to the priesthood, and they broke
the covenant of the priesthood and of the
Levites by what they have done!
30

I took away everything from them that
was from other nations and religions, I
also established regulations for the priests
and descendants of Levi, so they would
know what work each of them should do.
31
I made sure that there was wood to be
My God, do not forget what I have done for burned on the altar at the set times and
you! And be kind to me, as kind as your days. I also arranged for the people to
love is for me.
bring into the storerooms the ﬁrst portion
of the harvest.
23
During that time, I also found out that
many of the Jewish men had married My God, do not forget that I have done all
women from Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. these things, and bless me for doing them.
24
Half of their children spoke the language that people in Ashdod speak or
some other language, and they did not
know how to speak the language of Judah,
only the language of the people where
they lived. 25 So I rebuked those men, and
I asked God to curse them, and I struck
some of them with my ﬁsts, and some of
them I pulled out their hair! Then I forced
them to make a solemn promise, knowing
that God was listening, that they would
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feast in another place in the palace.
10

Chapter 1
1

King Ahasuerus ruled a very big empire which had 127 provinces. It extended
from India in the east to Ethiopia in the
west. 2 He ruled the empire while he lived
in the most strongly fortiﬁed part of the
city of Susa. 3 During the third year after
he had become king, he invited all his administrators and other oﬃcials to a feast.
He invited the armies of Persia and Media to come to the feast. He also invited
the governors and other leaders of the
provinces. 4 The celebration lasted for 180
days. During that time the king showed to
the guests all his wealth and other things
that made his kingdom great.
5

At the end of the feast, the king invited
people to another celebration. He invited
to the feast all the men who worked in
the palace, including both those who did
important work and those who did less
important work. This celebration lasted
for seven days. It was in the courtyard
that was part of the palace garden. 6 The
garden courtyard was decorated with curtains of white cotton and violet, with cords
of ﬁne linen and purple, hanging from silver rings that were suspended from pillars of marble. There were couches of
gold and silver arranged on a mosaic pavement that was made from porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and colored paving
7
The guests drank wine from
stones.
gold cups. Each cup had a different design on it. The king was generous with
the wine, and they had much to drink. 8
There was a lot of wine, because the king
wanted the guests to drink as much as
they wanted, but the rule was, “No one is
forced to drink.”
9

On the seventh day of those banquets,
when King Ahasuerus was partially drunk
from drinking wine, he spoke with Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha,
Zethar, and Karkas (these were the seven
servants who ﬁlled his personal needs
and wishes). 11 He told them to bring
Queen Vashti to him, wearing her royal
crown. He wanted his guests to see how
beautiful she was. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to go to the king. She refused to obey
the command that the servants brought to
her from the king.
13
This made the king very angry.
So
the king talked with the men who were
known to be wise, who understood the
things that happened in their lives and
the laws about these things. 14 Now the
ones close to him were Karshena, Shethar,
Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and
Memukan, seven princes of Persia and
Media. They held the highest positions
in his kingdom, and the king paid attention to them when they spoke. 15 The king
said to them, “Queen Vashti has refused to
obey me when I sent my servants to tell
her to come here. What do our laws say
that we should do to someone who acts
like that?”
16

While the other oﬃcials were present,
Memukan told the king, ”Your majesty,
Queen Vashti has insulted you, and she
has insulted all the oﬃcials and all the
people in all the provinces of your Majesty.
17
All the women throughout the empire
will hear what she has done, and they will
say, ‘The king commanded Queen Vashti
to come to him, and she refused.’ So they
will not obey their husbands, and they will
show them disrespect. 18 Before this day
ends, the wives of all the oﬃcials in Persia
and Media will hear what the queen did,
and they will say to all of your Majesty’s ofQueen Vashti invited the women to a ﬁcials what the queen has said. They will
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have contempt and anger for all men. 19
So if it pleases your Majesty, you should
write a law, like all the laws of Persia and
Media, to be a law that no one can change.
This law should say that Queen Vashti
will never be allowed to see you again,
and you will choose another woman to
be queen, a woman who deserves to be
queen more than she does. 20 When everyone in your empire hears what you have
commanded, all the wives, those who are
important and those who are not important, will honor their husbands.”
21

The king and the other oﬃcials liked
what Memukan suggested, and the king
put it into action. 22 Then he sent letters
to all the provinces, stating that all men
should have complete authority over their
wives and their children. He wrote the
letters in every language and wrote it in
every unique alphabet written in every
province.

Chapter 2
1

After a while, when King Ahasuerus’s
anger had quieted down, he remembered
Vashti. He also thought about the law he
had made because of what she had done. 2
So his personal servants said to him, ”Your
Majesty, you should send some men to
search for beautiful young virgin girls for
the king. 3 After they ﬁnd some, you can
appoint some oﬃcials in each province to
bring them to the place where you keep
your wives here in Susa. They are to
be cared for by Hegai (the king’s eunuch)
who is who protects and cares for these
women, he can arrange for their cosmetics. 4 Then the young girl who pleases you
most can become queen instead of Vashti.”
The king liked what they suggested, so he
did it.

city of Susa, whose name was Mordecai.
He was the son of Jair who was the son of
Shimei, the son of Kish, and he was a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 6 Many years
before that, Nebuchadnezzar, who had
been king of Babylonia, had taken Mordecai and brought him from Jerusalem to
Babylon. This was at the same time that
he took away King Jehoiachin from Judah, along with many others. 7 Mordecai was caring for his cousin, whose Hebrew name was Hadassah. She had a
beautiful face and a lovely ﬁgure, and she
was called Esther. After her father and
mother died, Mordecai took care of Esther as though she were his own daugh8
ter.
After the king commanded that
they search for some beautiful women,
servants brought Esther and many other
young women to the king’s palace in Susa,
and put them under the care of Hegai. 9
Hegai was pleased with Esther. He immediately arranged for her to have the cosmetics she wanted, and he arranged for
special food to be given to her. He assigned servant girls from the king’s palace
and arranged for her to stay in the best
rooms in the women’s part of the palace.
10

Esther did not tell anyone that she was
a Jew, or anything about her relatives, because Mordecai had told her not to tell
anyone. 11 Every day Mordecai walked
near the courtyard of the place where
those women stayed. He stood in the
courtyard hoping to ﬁnd out what was
happening to Esther.
12

Before these women were taken to the
king, for twelve months they received
beauty treatments, and for six months
they were treated with olive oil mixed
with myrrh. 13 When one of these women
was summoned to go to the king, she
was allowed to have whatever she wished
to take with her from the house of the
5
At that time there was a Jew living in the women, when she went to the king’s
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palace. 14 In the evening, she would go to
the king, and the next morning she would
return to the second house of the women,
and to the protection of Shaashgaz, the
king’s oﬃcial in charge of the concubines.
She would not return to the king again, except when the king wanted her and called
her by name.
15

Now when the time came for Esther (the
daughter of Abihail, who was the uncle of
Mordecai) to go in the king, she did not ask
for anything from the house of the women
to take with her, but only what Hegai, the
king’s oﬃcial in charge of the women, suggested. Now Esther pleased everyone who
saw her.
16

Esther was taken up to King Ahasuerus
into royal the residence on the tenth
month (which is the month of Tebeth), in
the seventh year of his reign. 17 The king
loved Esther more than any of the other
women whom they brought to him. So
he put a crown on her head and declared
that Esther would be the queen instead of
Vashti. 18 To celebrate her becoming the
queen, he gave a great feast in her honor,
that he prepared for all his oﬃcials and
servants. He granted relief from paying
taxes to all the provinces and gave expensive gifts to all with generosity that only a
king can give.
19

Later all those young women were gathered together again. By that time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, where
the elders and leaders would hold court
and settle disputes for others in the kingdom. 20 But Esther still did not tell anyone
about her family, or about her people, the
Jews. She continued to do what Mordecai
had told her to do; she continued to respect him and honor him by doing what
he said. 21 One day when Mordecai was at
the king’s gate, two of the king’s oﬃcials
were there. Their names were Bigthana
and Teresh. They were the guards who

protected the king, standing just outside
the king’s own rooms. They became angry with the king, and they were planning
how they could do him great harm. 22
But Mordecai heard about what they were
planning, he told Queen Esther. Then she
told the king, and she told the king that the
information came from Mordecai, calling
him by name. 23 The king investigated it
and conﬁrmed. So the king ordered those
two men be hanged from a gallows. When
that was done, an oﬃcial wrote a report
about it in the book called The History of
the King.

Chapter 3
1

After these things happened, King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite son
of Hammedatha above all the other oﬃcials and he made it clear that Haman was
over all others who served under him. 2
All the other oﬃcials bowed down in front
of Haman to honor him, and they gave
him great honor, as the king commanded
they should. But Mordecai refused to bow
down to Haman or to give him that kind
of honor.
3

The other oﬃcials saw that, and they
asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the
king’s command?” 4 They spoke with him
day after day and he would not do what
they said, or answer them. So they reported to Haman to see if he would tolerate Mordecai’s actions, for Mordecai had
told them that he was a Jew.
5

When Haman learned that Mordecai refused to kneel down or prostrate himself
to him, he became extremely angry. 6
He was too proud to want to punish only
Mordecai. Because the king’s servants
had made it known that Mordecai was
Jewish, Haman wanted all the Jews to be
killed. So this matter became an opportu-
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nity to kill all the Jews everywhere in Aha- with the his own ring, which he had given
suerus’ kingdom.
to Haman to use. 13 Couriers in every
province in the kingdom spread the de7
In the ﬁrst month (which is known as
cree. The order was to kill every Jew, to
the month of Nisan), in the twelfth year
kill them all, and to destroy the Jewish
of Ahasuerus’ reign, they cast Pur (that is,
people, from young to old, children and
they cast lots) in Haman’s presence. They
women. This was to be done on one day—
wanted to select a month and a day in
on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month
which to set this plan in motion. They cast
(which is the month of Adar). When the
lots for each month and day until they deJews were dead, the rest of the people
cided on the twelfth month, the month of
would be allowed to take all their possesAdar.
sions.
8
Then Haman went to the king and said 14
A copy of the letter was made law, by
to him, ”Your Majesty, there is a certain
group of people who live in many areas order of the king, in every province. In
of your empire whose laws are different every province all the people learned that
15
from ours. They even refuse to obey your they should get ready for that day.
laws. You should certainly not let them Then, according to what the king comstay, but instead get rid of them. 9 If it manded, men riding horses took these letpleases you, command that they should all ter quickly to every province in the kingbe killed. If you do that, I will give 330 met- dom. And one of the letters was read
ric tons of silver to be weighed out and aloud to the people who lived and worked
given into the accounts of those who are within the palace in Susa. Then the king
and Haman sat down to drink together,
in of your treasury.”
but the people in the city of Susa were
10
The king liked what Haman said, so, very perplexed.
and to conﬁrm what he decided, he gave
the ring that had his oﬃcial seal from
his signet ring, and gave it to Haman, the
Agagite, the one who hated the Jews. 11
The king told Haman, “I am giving the
money back to you and your people. Do 1
When Mordecai found out about those
with it as you please.”
letters, he was so anguished that he tore
12
Then the king’s scribes were called his clothes and put on the clothes of
together on the thirteenth day of the mourning—rough sackcloth— and he sat
ﬁrst month. On that day, an order was in ashes, to show his distress. Then he
written that had everything Haman com- went into the city, crying very loudly with
manded. The order was sent out to the bitterness and sorrow. 2 He stood outking’s provincial governors—those who side the king’s gate, he was not allowed
were over all the provinces, to the gover- to enter the palace, because the law fornors of all the various people who were bid anyone dressed in sackcloth to be adliving in the kingdom, and to the oﬃcials mitted through the king’s gate. 3 In evof all the people. The order was writ- ery province of the empire, when the letten in every language and in the writing ter from the king was read to the Jewish
of those languages so they could be read people, they cried and mourned. They
and understood. It was written in the fasted, and wailed loudly, and were ﬁlled
name of King Ahasuerus and was sealed with sorrow. Many of them lay, dressed

Chapter 4
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4
in sackcloth and sat in ashes.
When
Esther’s servant women and the male servants came to her and told her about the
king’s decree and the coming danger, she
was very distressed. So she sent to Mordecai some good clothes so he could take
off his sackcloth, but he refused to accept
them. 5 Then Esther summoned Hathak,
one of the king’s oﬃcials, whom he had
appointed serve and protect her. She told
him to go out and talk to Mordecai to ﬁnd
out what the trouble was about. 6 Hathak
went to Mordecai in the city square in
front of the gate to the king’s palace. 7
Mordecai told him everything that had
happened. He told him how much silver
Haman had promised to deposit in the
king’s treasury in order to kill the Jews. 8
Mordecai also gave Hathak a copy of the
decree that had been issued in Susa, so
that he might show it to Esther. Mordecai wanted to command Esther to take action about this order from the king and
to beg favor from the king. He wanted
her to go to the king and try to help the
Jewish people. 9 So Hathak went to Esther and told her what Mordecai said. 10
Then Esther ordered Hathak to return to
Mordecai, and to tell him this: 11 “All the
king’s servants and the people of the king’s
provinces know that no one can come before the king unless the king invites him
to come. There is only one result of breaking this law: The person is put to death.
The only exception would be that the king
would hold out his golden scepter to someone who came before him, and that would
be the sign that the king would permit that
person to live. About my own contact with
the king, I have not been called to come
to the king for thirty days.” 12 So Hathak
went back to Mordecai and told him what
Esther had said. 13 Mordecai told Hathak
to tell this to Esther: ”Do not think that just
because you live there in the palace, you
will escape when all the other Jews are

killed. 14 If you remain silent at this time,
someone else will rescue the Jews in some
other way, but you and your father’s family will die. Who knows, perhaps it was for
just for a time like this that you were made
queen.” 15 Then Esther sent this message
to Mordecai, 16 “Go and gather together all
the Jews here in Susa, and tell them to fast
for for me. Do not eat or drink for three
days, night or day. My young girls and I
will fast in the same way. Then I will go to
the king, even though I know it is against
the law. And if I die, I die.” 17 Mordecai
went and did what Esther told him to do.

Chapter 5
1

After three days, Esther put on her royal
clothing. Then she went and stood in the
inner court of the king’s palace, before the
front of the king’s house. At that time, the
king was sitting on his royal throne in his
house, facing the entrance to the house.
2
When the king saw Esther the queen
standing in the court, the king was glad
and welcomed her. He held out to her the
golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther approached the king and touched the
tip of the scepter. 3 Then the king said
to her, “What is it that you want Queen
Esther? What is your request? I will
give you up to half my kingdom, if that
is what you request.” 4 Esther replied,
“Your Majesty, if it pleases you, will you
and Haman come to a feast that I have
5
The king said to
prepared for you?”
his servants, “Go and tell Haman to come
quickly and do what Esther has said!” So
the king and Haman went to the feast that
Esther had prepared. 6 The king said to Esther when the wine of the feast was being
served, “What is your petition? It shall be
granted you. What is your request? I will
give you up to half of my kingdom, if that
is what you request.” 7 Esther answered,
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”My petition and my request is this, 8 if you
are pleased with me, if you are willing to
do this for me: will you and Haman come
to another feast I am preparing for you tomorrow. At that time, I will answer your
question.”
9

Haman was feeling very happy when he
left the feast. But he saw Mordecai sitting
at the gate of the palace, and once again,
Mordecai did not stand up or shake with
fear in front of him. So Haman was ﬁlled
with anger toward Mordecai. 10 However,
he did nothing to show that he was angry. He went to his house and gathered
his friends. He also called for his wife,
Zeresh. 11 Haman told them all about
the great riches he had accumulated. He
talked about his many sons, and how he
had achieved more than all the other of12
ﬁcials and the servants of the king.
Then Haman added, “Even Queen Esther
invited just two of us, me and the king,
to a banquet she prepared for us today.
And she is inviting just the two of us to another banquet that she is will give us tomorrow!” 13 Then Haman said, “But these
things mean nothing to me as long as I
can see Mordecai the Jew sitting there at
the king’s gate!” 14 Then Zeresh his wife
said to Haman and all his friends, “Why
do you not quickly set up a gallows? Make
it twenty-three meters high. Then in the
morning speak to the king for them to
hang Mordecai on it. After that, you can
go to the banquet with the king and be
happy.” This idea pleased Haman, and he
had the gallows set up.

Chapter 6
1

That night the king was unable to sleep,
so he summoned a servant and told him
to bring the book of the history of all
that happened during the time he had

been king. So the servant brought the
records and read aloud to the king. 2 The
servant read about Bigthana and Teresh,
the two oﬃcials who had guarded the entrance to the king’s rooms. He read the
account of when Mordecai had found out
that they planned to assassinate King Ahasuerus and that he had told the king about
it. 3 The king asked, “What was done
to honor Mordecai for what he did for
the king?” The young men serving the
king answered, “Nothing has been done
for him.” 4 The king said, “Is there anyone in the courtyard?” At that moment,
Haman had entered the outer courtyard
of the palace. He wanted to talk to the king
about hanging Mordecai on the gallows
he had just set up. 5 His servants replied,
“Haman is in the courtyard.” The king
said, “Bring him in.” 6 When Haman came
in, the king asked him, “What should I
do for someone whom I want to honor?”
Now Haman thought to himself, “Whom
would the king like to honor more than
7
So he replied to the king, ”For
me?”
the one you want to honor, 8 you should
tell your servants to bring out some robes
that you yourself have worn, and to bring
out one of the horses you have ridden
and that bears a royal crest on his head.
9
Give the robes and the horse to your
very important oﬃcials so that they may
put the royal clothes on that man, and
let them lead that man who sits on the
horse through the city streets. As he goes,
other servants will shout, ‘This is what
happens when the king wants to honor
someone!’” 10 The king replied to Haman,
“Hurry, take the robes and horse, as you
have said, and do this for Mordecai the
Jew who sits at the king’s gate! Do not
forget anything you have said!” 11 So
Haman took the robes and the horse. He
put the royal clothes on Mordecai, and
Haman led him on the horse through the
city streets proclaiming “This is what is
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done for a man when the king wants to
honor him!” 12 Then, Mordecai returned
to the king’s gate. But Haman hurried to
his house. He was mourning and had covered his face. 13 Haman told Zeresh his
wife and all his friends about everything
that had happened to him. Then his men
known for their wisdom, and Zeresh his
wife, said to him, “If Mordecai is Jewish,
and if you have been humiliated before
him, you will not defeat him. You are sure
to be defeated by him.” 14 While they were
still talking, some of the king’s oﬃcials arrived to quickly take Haman to the feast
that Esther had prepared.

Chapter 7
1

So the king and Haman arrived at the second feast with Queen Esther. 2 On the second day of the feast, while servants were
serving the wine, the king said to Esther,
“What is your petition, Queen Esther? I
will give you whatever you ask for. What
do you want? I would give you up to half
3
Esther replied, ”If
of my kingdom.”
you are pleased with me, my king, and
if you are willing to do what I ask, save
my life! And save the lives of my people. 4 For I and my people have been condemned to destruction by a decree. I and
my people, we have been handed over
to be annihilated—to be killed, destroyed.
If we had only been sold into slavery, I
would have kept quiet, for that kind of
trouble would not have been worth bothering you about.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus
said to Queen Esther, “Who is the man
who did this? Where is the one whose
heart is full of this kind of evil?” 6 Esther
replied, “The man who is our enemy is this
evil man Haman!” Then Haman was terriﬁed before the king and queen. 7 The king
got up in a rage. He left his wine and went
outside into the palace garden to decide

what to do. But Haman stayed in order to
plead with Queen Esther, for her to intervene to save his life. He knew the king had
decided to kill him. 8 Then the king returned from the palace garden and went
back to where they were serving the wine.
Just then Haman had fallen on the couch
where Esther was. The king said, “Will he
assault the queen in my own house, with
me standing by?” As soon as he said this,
the servants put a cloth over Haman’s face.
9
Then Harbona, one of the king’s oﬃcials who served him said, “Outside, near
Haman’s house, there is a gallows. It is
twenty-three meters high. Haman made
it for Mordecai, the one who spoke to protect the king!” The king said, “Hang him
on it.” 10 So they hanged Haman on the
gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king became less angry.

Chapter 8
1

Later on that same day, King Ahasuerus
gave Queen Esther all the possessions of
Haman, who had been the Jews’ enemy.
Mordecai served the king because Esther
had by now told the king how she was related to him. 2 When Mordecai came in,
the king took off the ring that had his ofﬁcial seal on it, the ring that he had recovered from Haman, and he gave it to
Mordecai. Esther appointed Mordecai to
be in charge of Haman’s property.
3

Esther again came to talk to the king. She
prostrated herself at his feet and pleaded
with him with tears. She asked that
the king stop the evil plan that Haman
had developed to kill the Jews. 4 The
king held out his gold scepter toward Esther, so Esther arose and stood before the
5
She said, ”Your Majesty, if it
king.
pleases you, and if I have found grace
in your eyes, make a new law to cancel
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out what Haman son of Hammedatha, the
Agagite decreed, that all the Jews in all the
provinces in your empire should be killed.
6
How can I bear to see disaster come on
my people? How can I endure seeing the
destruction of all my relatives?” 7 King
Ahasuerus replied to Queen Esther and
Mordecai the Jew, ”Because Haman tried
to get rid of all the Jews, I have given to Esther everything that belonged to Haman,
and they have hanged him on the gallows.
8
So now I am also permitting you to write
another letter with a new decree in it, so
that you may save your people. You may
put my name on the letters and use my
ring to seal them. This is because no letter
that has my name on it and that is sealed
with my ring can ever be revoked.” 9 Then
the king’s scribes were called at that time
(in the third month, which is the month
of Sivan, on the twenty-third day of the
month). Mordecai dictated to them a new
decree in order to protect the Jews. It was
written to the provincial governors, the
governors and oﬃcials of the provinces
that are from India all the way to Ethiopia,
in total, 127 provinces. The letter was written to every province in the way that every language was written. It was also written to the Jews in their writing and language. 10 Mordecai wrote the decree in
the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed
it with the king’s signet ring. He sent the
documents by couriers riding on the fast
horses that were used in the king’s service,
bred in the king’s stables. 11 The king gave
to the Jews living in every city permission
to gather together and to ﬁght together to
protect their lives. He allowed them to kill
any armed men in any province, belonging to any people group, who might attack
them or their families, or who might try
to take their possessions. 12 This was to
be in effect in all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, which was the month of

Adar. 13 The king ordered them to make
copies of this decree and to show them to
all the people groups. With this decree,
he allowed the Jews to get ready to take
revenge on their enemies. 14 The king
commanded the men who took these letters to all the provinces to ride quickly on
the king’s horses. And copies of the letter were also posted and read to the people who lived and worked in the palace in
Susa. 15 Mordecai left the palace, wearing
the blue and white robe and a large gold
crown that the king gave him. He also put
on a robe of ﬁne purple cloth. When the
people in Susa heard the new law, they
all shouted and cheered. 16 The Jews in
Susa were now happy, instead of being
afraid. They rejoiced instead of fearing,
and other people honored them. 17 When
the new decree arrived in every city and
province, the Jews there celebrated and
prepared feasts and were very joyful. And
many people throughout the empire became Jews, because they had become very
afraid of the Jews.

Chapter 9
1

It was in the twelfth month, the month
of Adar, on the thirteenth day, that the
Jews’ enemies had hoped to destroy them
completely. They would have been following the king’s decree. However, it all
turned out differently, for the Jews defeated their enemies. 2 The Jews gathered
together in their cities in all the provinces
of King Ahasuerus to attack those who
wanted to harm them. No one could ﬁght
against the Jews, because all the people
3
in the areas were afraid of them.
All the king’s oﬃcials everywhere helped
the Jews, because they had become afraid
of Mordecai and the power that the king
had given to him. 4 Mordecai was now
the king’s most important oﬃcial in the
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king’s palace, and his fame was spreading throughout the provinces because he
was becoming very powerful. 5 So the
Jews attacked their enemies and killed
them. They defeated all those who hated
them, and they were completely victori6
ous.
Just in Susa alone, the fortiﬁed city, they killed ﬁve hundred men. 7
Among those whom they killed were the
ten sons of Haman. These were among the
dead: Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,
8
Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Parmashta,
Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha. 10 And the ten
grandsons of Hammedatha, the sons of
Haman—the enemy of the Jews. The Jews
killed them, but they did not take their possessions. 11 At the end of that day someone reported to the king the number of
people whom the Jews killed in Susa, the
fortiﬁed city. 12 Then the king told Queen
Esther, “The Jews have killed ﬁve hundred people right here in Susa, including
Haman’s ten sons! What must they have
done in the rest of my provinces? Now
what else do you ask me to do for you? You
tell me. What else do you want? And I will
do it.” 13 Esther replied, “If it pleases you,
allow the Jews here in Susa to do again
tomorrow what you commanded them to
do today. And also command that the
bodies of Haman’s ten sons be hanged on
the gallows.” 14 So the king commanded
that the Jews be permitted to kill more of
their enemies the next day. After he issued another order in Susa, the bodies of
Haman’s ten sons were hanged. 15 The
Jews in Susa gathered together and killed
three hundred more people. But again,
they did not take away any of their possessions. 16 That happened on the 14th day of
the month of Adar. On the following day,
the Jews in Susa rested and celebrated. In
all the other provinces, the Jewish people
gathered together to defend themselves,
and they killed seventy-ﬁve thousand people who hated them, but again, they took

17
none of their possessions.
On the
thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and
on the fourteenth day, they rested and
made that a day of feasting and celebration. 18 But the Jews who were in Susa
came together on the thirteenth and the
fourteenth days to ﬁght, but on the ﬁfteenth day they rested and made it a day
of feasting and celebration. 19 That is why
the Jews of the villages, the Jews who live
in the rural towns, observe the fourteenth
day of the month of Adar as a day of gladness and celebration, when they send gifts
20
of food to one another.
Mordecai
wrote down all the things that had happened. Then he sent letters to the Jews
who lived throughout the empire of King
Ahasuerus. 21 He called them to observe
the fourteenth and the ﬁfteenth day of
Adar every year, 22 because those were
the days when the Jews got victory over
their enemies. It was in that month that
their sorrow was turned to joy. Mordecai’s letter told them that they should celebrate on those days by feasting and giving
gifts of food to each other and especially
to the poor people. 23 So the Jews agreed
to do what Mordecai wrote. They agreed
to celebrate on those days every year. 24
They would remember how Haman son
of Hammedatha, the Agagite, became an
enemy of all the Jews. They would remember how he had made an evil plan to
kill the Jews, and that he had cast lots to
ﬁnd a day to crush and destroy them. 25
They would remember that when the king
learned about Haman’s plan, he arranged
that the evil plan to kill the Jews would result instead in Haman’s own destruction,
that Haman would be killed in place of the
Jews, that he and that his sons would be
hanged. 26 Therefore they called these
days Purim, after the name of Pur (the
lots that they cast). So that is what was
written in this letter, what they had seen,
and what had happened to them. 27 The
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Jews throughout the empire agreed to celebrate in that manner on those two days
every year. They said that they would
tell their descendants and anyone who became Jewish to be certain to celebrate this
festival every year. They should celebrate
just as Mordecai told them to do in the letter that he wrote. 28 They said that they
would remember and celebrate on those
two days every year, observed in every
generation, by every family, in every city,
and in every province. They solemnly
declared that they and their descendants
would never stop remembering and cel29
ebrating those days called Purim.
Then Mordecai and Queen Esther, who
was the daughter of Abihail, wrote a second letter about the Purim festival. Esther
used the authority that she had because
of being the queen to conﬁrm that what
Mordecai had written in the ﬁrst letter
was true. 30 These letters were sent to all
the Jews in the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus—words of peace and
truth— 31 to establish these days of Purim
at their appointed times, as Mordecai the
Jew and Queen Esther had established,
just as the Jews had established for themselves and their descendants, matters that
included their times of fasting and lamenting. 32 The command of Esther conﬁrmed
these regulations that explained how they
should celebrate the Purim festival. The
instructions about the feast and the account of these events were written down
in the book of history.

there is a history of the great things done
by Mordecai, and of the honor that the
king gave him. 3 Mordecai the Jew, was
second in rank to King Ahasuerus, and all
the Jews also considered him to be a very
great man. He was respected by his Jewish brothers and sisters, for he sought the
welfare of his people, and he spoke to gain
security for all of them.

Chapter 10
1

King Ahasuerus made the people living
on land and along the sea pay a tax. 2
And all the great things that Ahasuerus
did because of his power have been written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Media and Persia. Also written
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Chapter 1
1

In the land named Uz, there was a man
named Job. He obeyed God and always
avoided doing evil things. 2 He had seven
sons and three daughters. 3 He owned
seven thousand sheep, three thousand
camels, one thousand oxen, and ﬁve hundred donkeys. He also had many servants.
This was the man who was the richest in
all the area east of the Jordan River.
4

Job’s sons often held feasts in their
houses. Whenever each one made a feast,
he would invite all his brothers and sisters to come and eat together. 5 After each
celebration, Job would summon them. He
would ask Yahweh to purify them from
any action they might have committed
during their feasting that would make
them unacceptable to him. He would get
up early in the morning, kill animals, and
burn them on the altar as sacriﬁces, one
for each of his children. For Job always
said, “Perhaps my children have sinned
and said something evil about God in their
hearts.”

his family, and everything he owns. You
make him succeed in whatever work he
tries to do, and he has very much livestock
all over his land. 11 But if you attacked
what he owns and took it away, he would
curse you in front of everyone.”
12

Yahweh replied to Satan, “So this is
what you want me to do! All right, I will
permit you to take away everything that
he has. But do not harm him in his own
body.”
Satan agreed and then left Yahweh in order to plan how he would attack Job.
13

One day after that, Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at
the home of their oldest brother. 14 While
they were doing that, a messenger arrived
at Job’s home and said to him, ”While your
oxen were plowing the ﬁelds and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 a group of
men from the people group of Sheba came
and attacked us. They killed all your servants who were working in the ﬁelds and
took away all the oxen and donkeys! I am
the only one who has escaped to come and
tell you what happened.”
16

While he was still talking to Job, another
messenger arrived. He said to Job, “Lightning from the sky struck and killed all the
6
One day, the angels came and gathered sheep and all the men who were taking
together in front of Yahweh, and Satan care of them! I am the only one who has
came, too. 7 Yahweh asked Satan, “Where escaped to come and tell you what happened.”
have you just come from?”

Satan replied, “I have come from the 17 While he was still talking to Job, a
earth, where I been traveling back and third messenger arrived. He said to Job,
“Three groups of robbers from the region
forth to see what is happening.”
of Chaldea came and attacked us. They
8
Yahweh said to Satan, “Have you noticed
stole all the camels and killed all the men
Job, who worships me? No one else on
who were taking care of them. I am the
earth honors me and lives in such a right
only one who has escaped to come and tell
way as he does. He always refuses to do
you what happened.”
anything evil.” 9 Satan replied to Yahweh,
”What you say is true, but Job honors you 18 While he was still talking to Job, a fourth
only because of what you have done for messenger arrived. He said to Job: ”Your
him. 10 You have always protected him, sons and daughters were feasting in the
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home of their oldest brother. 19 Suddenly
a very strong wind came from the desert
and struck the house. The house collapsed
on your sons and daughters and killed
them all! I am the only one who has
escaped to come and tell you what happened.”

4

Satan replied to Yahweh, ”He praises you
only because you have helped him. People will give up everything they have to
save their own lives. 5 But if you harm his
body, he will surely curse you in front of
everyone!”
6

Yahweh replied to Satan, “All right, you
Then Job stood up and tore his robe and may do to him whatever you like, but do
shaved his head because he was very sad. not cause him to die.”
Then he laid down on the ground to wor- 7
So Satan left, and he caused Job to sufship God. 21 He said,
fer with very painful boils, from the top
”When I was born, I was wearing no of his head to the bottom of his feet. 8 Job
clothes.
took a piece of broken pottery and scraped
When I die, I will not take any clothes the boils on his skin, and he sat in ashes to
mourn and wail.
with me.
20

It is Yahweh who gave me everything 9 His wife said to him, “Are you still trying
that I possessed,
to be loyal to God? You should curse God,
and it is Yahweh who has taken it all and then go ahead and die.”
away.
10
But Job replied, “You talk like people

talk who do not know God. We should
not only accept the good things that God
22
So in spite of all the things that hapdoes for us. We should also accept the bad
pened to Job, he did speak not like a foolthings.” So in spite of all these things that
ish man—he did not sin by saying that
happened to Job, he did not offend God by
what God had done was wrong.
saying anything against him.
But we must always praise Yahweh!”

11

Chapter 2
1

On another day, the angels came again
and gathered together in front of Yahweh;
Satan also came again. 2 Yahweh asked
Satan, “Where have you come from this
time?” Satan replied, “I have come from
the earth, where I have been traveling
back and forth to see what is happening.”
3

Yahweh asked Satan, ”You have you noticed my servant Job, who worships me,
have you not?
He continues to honor me; he is very exceptional, for he lives in a way that is more
right than anyone else on the earth. He
does this even though you persuaded me
to attack him for no reason.”

Among Job’s friends were Eliphaz from
the town of Teman, Bildad from the land
of Shuah, and Zophar from the land of
Naamah. When they heard about all the
terrible things that had happened to Job,
they left their homes and went together
to Job to mourn with him and to comfort
12
But when they saw Job from
him.
a distance, they almost did not recognize
him. They wailed loudly, they tore their
robes, and they threw dust into the air
that settled on their heads. They did this
to show how sorry they were for him. 13
Then they sat on the ground with Job for
seven days. None of them said anything
to him, because they saw that he was suffering greatly, and they did not think that
anything that they could say would lessen
his pain.
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Chapter 3

day.

and that they had not shone on that

10
That was an evil day because my
Finally, Job spoke, and he cursed the day
mother’s womb was not closed;
that he was born. 2 He said,
instead, I was born, and I have now
3
”I wish that the day when I was born
experienced all these terrible things.
could be eradicated,
11
I wish that I had died when I was
the night when I was born.
born;
4
I wish that the day when I was born
I wish I had perished when I came
could have been dark.
out from my mother’s womb.
1

12
I wish that God who is in heaven
I wish that my mother had never welwould forget about that day,
comed me.

and that the sun would not have shone
I wish that she had not nursed me at
on it.
her breasts.
13
If I had died at the time when I was
I wish that thick darkness would have
born,
ﬁlled that day,
5

I would now be asleep, resting peaceand that death would have come over
fully.
it like a shadow
14
I would be resting with kings who
and blotted out all light,
built beautiful tombs which are now in ruand caused the people then to be ins,
terriﬁed.
and I would be resting with their
6
I wish that the night when I was born oﬃcials who have also died.
would be erased from the calendar,
15
I would be resting with princes who
that it would never again appear as were wealthy,
one night in any month,
whose palaces were ﬁlled with gold
and that it would not be included in and silver.
16
any calendar.
I wish that I had been buried like a
7
child
who
had died in its mother’s womb
I wish that no child would again be
born on that date,
and never lived to see the light.
17
and that no one would again be happy
After wicked people die, they do not
then.
cause any more troubles;

those who are very tired now will
The magicians who are able to awaken
rest.
the great sea monster—I want them to
18
curse the day I was born.
Those who were in prison rest peace9
I wish that the stars that shone early in fully after they die;
the morning on that day after I was born
they no longer have slave drivers who
may not shine again.
curse them.
8

19
If only those stars had wished in vain
Rich people and poor people are alike
after they die,
for light to shine,
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and those who were slaves no longer
In the past, you have instructed many
have to obey their masters.
people,

and you have encouraged those for
Why does God allow those who are
suffering greatly like me to continue to re- whom it was diﬃcult to trust in God.
4
main alive?
In the past, when you spoke to others
who
were suffering, you helped them;
Why does he allow them to live, those
who are very miserable?
they were able to rejoice again be21
They long to die, but they do not die. cause of God.
5
But now, when you yourself suffer
They desire to die more than people
from
disasters,
you become discouraged.
desire to ﬁnd hidden treasure.
20

The disasters hit you, and you are
When they ﬁnally die and are buried,
stunned.
they are very happy.
6
You say that you honor God; so you
23
I do not understand why God keeps
should
be trusting in him, for him not to
alive anyone whom he keeps from being
let you suffer.
happy,
22

If you really had not sinned, you would
anyone whom he forces to live in
have been conﬁdent that God would not
misery.
let these disasters happen to you!
24
I cry very much; as a result, I cannot
7
Think about this: No innocent people
eat;
ever die when they are still young!
I groan as easily as a river ﬂows with
God never kills innocent people!
water.
8
I have seen this happen: if farmers
25
Things that I always worried might plant bad seeds, they do not harvest good
happen to me—these things have hap- crops;
pened to me;
anyone who starts trouble for others
things that I always dreaded have later brings trouble on himself.
come upon me.
9
These people die when God commands
26
Now I have no peace in my heart;
them to,
I have no quietness;
because he is very angry with them.
I cannot rest;

10

Even though wicked people may be
very powerful like young lions,

instead, I have only troubles.”

God destroys them.
11

They will die like older lions that
starve to death when there are no animals
left to eat.

Chapter 4
1

Then Eliphaz replied to Job. He said,

Their children will scatter from each
other
like young lions that separate from
”Will you please allow me to say someeach other to ﬁnd food.
thing to you?
2

I am not able to remain silent any
longer.
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13

He spoke to me at night when I was
having a bad dream that disturbed me.
14

It caused me to be afraid and tremble;
it caused all my bones to shake.

15

Chapter 5
1

”Job, no one will stop you from calling
out for someone to help you,
but I am certain that no angel will
come to you!

A ghost glided past my face

2
Foolish people die because they are
and caused the hair on the back of
resentful;
my neck to stand straight up.
people whom others easily deceive—
16
It stopped, but I could not see what it these people die because they envy others.
really looked like.
3
I have seen foolish people who seemed
But I knew that there was some being to be successful,
in front of me,
but suddenly they experienced disaster because I cursed their home.
and it said in a quiet voice,
4

17

’No human being can be more righteous than God.
No man can be better than God, who
made him.
18

Their sons are never safe;

they always lose to their opponents
in court,
them.

because there is no one to defend

5
God cannot be sure that his own anHungry people steal the crops that
gels will always do what is right;
foolish people harvest;

they even steal the crops that grow
he declares that some of them have
among thorns,
done wrong.
and greedy people take away the
So he certainly cannot trust human
wealth
of those foolish people.
beings whom he has made from dust and
6
clay,
But it is not the farmland that makes
bad things happen;
human beings, whom disaster crushes
troubles do not grow up from the
as easily as you can crush a moth!
ground like plants.
20
People are sometimes in good health
7
People make trouble for themselves
in the morning, but by the evening they
from the time that they are born;
are dead.
this is as certain as the fact that sparks
They are gone forever and no one shoot up from a ﬁre.
even pays attention.
8
If I were suffering like you are, I would
21
ask
God for help
Their families and possessions are
like tents that collapse suddenly when you
and tell him what I am complaining
pull up their stakes;
about.
19

9
He does great things, things that we
they perish suddenly without anyone
cannot understand;
ever knowing why.’”
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we cannot even count the marvelous
with the result that nothing evil will
things that he does.
happen to you.
10

20

When there is little food to eat, he will
not allow you to die,

He sends rain on the ground;
he makes it rain on our ﬁelds.

11

and when there is a war, your enemies
will not kill you.

He defends those who are humble,

and puts those who mourn into places
21
God will protect you when people say
where they are safe.
false, evil things about you;
12
He causes crafty people to not be able
you will not be afraid when many
to do what they plan to do,
things around you perish.
ing.

with the result that they achieve noth-

22

You will be able to laugh when that
happens and when there is nothing to eat,

13

The people who think they are wise—
and you will not be afraid of wild
he makes their own traps catch them;
animals.
the result is that they do not succeed.

23

You will not worry about having big
14
It is as though even in the daytime rocks in your ﬁelds that will make plowing diﬃcult,
they were living in darkness
and you will not worry that wild aniand were groping around trying to
mals might attack you.
ﬁnd the road at noontime like people do
24
You will know that things will go well
at night.
for you in your home;
15
But God saves helpless people
when you look at your livestock, you
from the wicked who say evil things about
will
see
that they are all there.
them;
25
You will be certain that you will have
he saves poor people from powerful
many descendants,
people harming them.
16
who will be as numerous as blades of
So poor people conﬁdently expect that
grass.
good things will happen to them;

26
You will become very old before you
but God stops wicked people from
die,
saying evil things.
like sheaves of grain continue to grow
17
But those whom God corrects are foruntil it is time to harvest and thresh them.
tunate;
27
My friends and I have thought careso do not despise it when God, who
fully about these things, and we know that
can do anything, disciplines you.
they are true,
18
He wounds people, but then he puts
so pay attention to what I have said!”
bandages on those wounds;

them.
19

he hurts people, but he also heals

He will rescue you many times from
your troubles,

Chapter 6
1
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2

”If all my troubles and misery could
I have always obeyed what God, the
be put on a scale and weighed,
Holy One, has commanded.
11
But now I do not have enough
they would be heavier than all the
strength to endure all these things.
sand along the ocean shores.
3

And since I have nothing to hope for
That is why I spoke very rashly about
in the future,
the day that I was born.
it is diﬃcult for me to be patient now.

4

It is as though Almighty God has shot
me with arrows.

12

It is as though those arrows have poison on their tips, and that poison has gone
into my spirit.

I am not strong like rocks are,
and my body is not made of bronze.

13

So I am not able to help myself;
I am not wise enough for that.

The things that God has done to me are
like soldiers lined up to attack me.

14

When a man has many troubles, his
5
Just like a wild donkey does not friends should be kind to him,
complain by braying when it has plenty of
even if he stops honoring Almighty
grass to eat,
God.
15
and an ox does not complain by belBut you, my friends, are not dependlowing when it has food to eat,
able.

You are like streams in the wilderness:
I would not complain if you were really
They spill over their banks in the spring
helping me.
16
when the melting ice and snow make
People complain when they must eat
them overﬂow,
food that has no salt
6

17

or food that is slimy and tasteless;
that is what your words are like, Eliphaz.
7

I do not want to eat food like that,
because it disgusts me,

but when the dry season comes, there
is no water ﬂowing in those streams,
and the channels dry up.
18

The caravans of merchants turn off
their road to search for water,

but there is no water in those
and I do not like what you have said to streambeds,
me.
so the merchants die in the desert.
8
I wish that God would do for me what
19
The men in those caravans searched
I have asked of him:
for some water
9
I wish that he would crush me and let
because they were sure that they
me die.
would ﬁnd some.
I wish that he would reach out his
20
But they did not ﬁnd any,
hand and take away my life.
so they were very disappointed.
10
If he would do that, I would be com21
Similarly, you friends have not helped
forted because I would know that in spite
me at all!
of the great pain that I have suffered,
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You have seen that terrible things have
happened to me,

Chapter 7

1
and you are afraid that God might do
”People need to work hard on this
similar things to you.
earth like soldiers do;
22
After I lost all my wealth, I did not ask
all during the time that we are alive, we
any of you for money.
need to work as hard as any hired worker.
2
I did not plead with any of you to
We are like slaves who keep wanting
spend some of your money to help me.
to be in the cool of evening,
23
I never asked any of you to rescue me
and we are like workers who keep
from my enemies,
waiting to be paid.

and I did not ask you to save me from
3
God has given to me many months in
those who oppressed me.
which I think that it is useless to remain
24
Answer me now, and then I will be alive;
quiet;
he has assigned to me many nights durdone!

tell me what wrong things I have ing which I feel miserable.
4

When I lie down at night I say, ‘How
When people speak what is true, it can long will it be until I get up?’
be painful for the listener to hear honest
But the nights are long, and I toss on
words.
my bed until the dawn.
But what have all your arguments
5
My body is covered with maggots and
proven about me?
scabs;
25

26

for,

I am a man who has nothing to hope

pus oozes out of my open sores.
6

My days pass as quickly as a weaver’s
but you try to correct me, and you
shuttle;
think what I say is as useless as the wind!
when one day ends, I never expect
27
You do not sympathize with me at all
that things will be better the next day.
for the things that I am suffering.
7
God, do not forget that my life is as
You will do anything to get someshort as a single breath;
thing for yourselves! You would even play
I think that I will never again experia game to see who gets an orphan as a
ence being happy.
prize!
28

Please look at me! I will not lie while
I am talking straight to you.

8

God, you see me now,

but some day you will not see me
Stop saying that I have sinned, and anymore.
stop criticizing me unjustly!
You will search for me, but I will be
29

You should realize that I have not gone because I will be dead.
done things that are wrong.
9
Like a cloud passes and disappears,
30
Do you think that I am lying?
people die and descend to the place

No, I am not lying, because I know where dead people are, and they do not rewhat is right to say, and what is wrong.”
turn;
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10

20

they never return to their houses,

Why do you watch me constantly?

and the people who are still alive do
If I sin, that certainly does not harm
not remember them anymore.
you!
11

So I will not be silent;

Why have you set me up like a target to
shoot at?

while I am suffering, I will speak;

Do you consider me to be a heavy load
I will complain to God about what has
that
you are forced to carry?
happened to me
21
If I have sinned, are you not able to
because I am very angry.
forgive me
12
God, why do you watch closely what
for the wrong things that I have done?
I am doing?
Soon I will lie in my grave;
Do you think that I am a dangerous
sea monster?

you will search for me, but you will not
ﬁnd
me because I will be dead and gone.”
13
When I lie down at night, I say to myself, ’I will go to sleep and stop suffering;
ing.’

my pain will be less while I am sleep-

14

But then you give me dreams that
cause me to be afraid;
you give me visions that terrify me;

Chapter 8
1

Then Bildad, from the Shuah area, spoke
to Job. He said,
2

”Job, how much longer will you talk
these things make me wish that some- like this?
one would strangle me to death,
What you say is as useless as a big
rather than for me to continue to be wind.
alive when I am only a bunch of bones.
3
Almighty God certainly never does
16
I detest continuing to be alive; I do anything unfairly.
not want to live for many more years.
He always does what is right.
Allow me to be alone, because I will
4
Your children have sinned against him;
be alive for only a very short time.
this is evident because he has pun17
We human beings are not very imporished them for those evil things.
tant;
5
But now, if only you will earnestly reso why do you pay so much attention
quest Almighty God to help you!
to us ?
6
If only you were pure and honest!
18
You look at us every morning to see
Then he will surely do something good
what we are doing,
for you
and you examine us every moment
and reward you by giving your family
to see if we are doing what is right.
back to you and making you prosper.
19
When will you stop looking at me
7
Even though you were not very prosand leave me alone for a little time, long
perous before,
enough to swallow my own spit?
15
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17
during the last stage of your life you
The roots of those plants twist around
would become very wealthy.
the piles of stones
8

and cling tightly to the rocks.

I request you to think about what happened long ago

18

and to consider what our ancestors out,
found out.

But if a gardener pulls those plants

it is as though the place where
It seems as though we were born only they were planted says, ‘They were never
here!’
yesterday
9

That is what happens to wicked people who do not pay attention to what God
our time here on the earth disappears
says.
quickly, like a shadow that is here and
19
Truly, this is all the joy that evil people
then gone.
have:
10
So why not allow your ancestors to
other people just come and take their
teach you anything?
places.
Let them tell you what they learned!
20
So, I tell you, Job, God will not reject
11
Papyrus certainly does not grow away
you if you honor him,
from marshland;
but he does not help evil people.
reeds certainly cannot grow where
21
He will always enable you to laugh
there is no water.
and we know very little;

and to shout joyfully.

12

If the water dries up while they are
blossoming,

22

But those who hate you will be very
ashamed,
they wither more quickly than any
other plant.
and the homes of wicked people will

Those who do not pay attention to disappear.”
what God says are like those reeds;
13

godless people stop conﬁdently expecting that good things will happen to them.
14

The things they conﬁdently expect to
happen do not happen;

Chapter 9
1

things they trust will help them are
as weak as a spider’s web.

Then Job replied,
2

”Yes, yes, I know.

But how can anyone say to God, ‘I am
15
If they think they will be safe because innocent’?
3
they are wealthy, they will not be safe;
If someone wanted to argue with God
about
that,
the things they think will keep them
safe—those things will disappear.

God could ask him a thousand ques-

Godless people are like plants that are tions
watered before the sun rises:
and that person would not be able to
their shoots spread all over the gar- answer any of them!
16

4

dens.
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15
no one who has tried to argue against
Even though I would be innocent, I
him has ever been able to win.
would not be able to answer him.
5

He even moves mountains in earthAll I could do would be to request God,
quakes without telling anyone in advance. my judge, to act mercifully toward me.
16
If I summoned him to come to
When he is angry, he turns the mountains upside down.
the courtroom and he said that he would
6
He sends earthquakes that shake the come,

I would not believe that he would pay
he causes the columns that support attention to what I would say.
17
He sends storms to batter me,
the earth to shake.
ground;

7

and he bruises me many times without
Some days he speaks to the sun, and it
does not rise,
any reason.
18
and some nights he prevents the stars
It is as though he will not let me get
from shining.
my breath
8

sky;

He alone stretched [stretches] out the

because he causes me to suffer all the
time.

19
If I tried to wrestle with him, there
he alone puts his feet on the waves
would be no way to defeat him,
and stops their violence.
9

because he is stronger than I am.

He set in their places the groups of
stars— the Bear, Orion, the Pleiades, and
the groups of stars in the southern sky.

If I called him to appear in court,

there is no one who could force him
He does great things that we cannot to go there.
understand;
20
Even though I was innocent, anything
he does more marvelous things than I said would cause him to punish me;
we are able to count.
even though I had not done any11
He passes by where I am, but I cannot thing wrong, he would still prove that I
see him;
was guilty.
he moves further on, but I do not see
21
I have not done anything wrong, but
him go.
that is not important anymore because I
10

12

If he wants to snatch someone away, do not care what happens to me.
no one could stop him;
I despise living.
no one dares ask him, ‘Why are you
doing that?’

22

Nothing is important to me

because God will get rid of all of
God will not very easily stop being us, both those who are innocent and those
angry;
who are wicked.
he defeated the servants of Rahab, the
23
When people experience disaster and
great sea monster.
it causes them to suddenly die,
13

14

If God took me to court,

what could I say to answer him?

God laughs at it, even if they are innocent.
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24

God has allowed wicked people to
no one who has authority over both
control what happens in the world.
of us.
34
I wish someone else could stop God
It is as though he had caused judges
to be blind, no longer able to judge fairly. from making me suffer,

and that he would not continue to
terrify me.

If it is not God who has done that,
who, then, has done it?

35
If he did that, I would declare that I
My days pass very quickly, like a fast
am innocent without being afraid of him
runner who passes one by;
because I know within myself that
it is as though the days run away, and
I really have not done what is wrong like
nothing good ever happens to me.
God thinks that I have.
26
My life goes by very rapidly, like a
swiftly sailing boat made from reeds
25

or like an eagle that swoops down to
seize an animal.

Chapter 10
1

27

If I smile and say to God, ’I will forget
what I am complaining about;
I will stop looking sad and try to be
cheerful,’

I detest living any longer.

I will not stop saying why I am complaining.
Since I am very unhappy, I will speak.
2

I will say to God, ’Do not just say that
then I become afraid because of all
you must punish me;
that I am suffering
in addition, tell me what wrong you
because I know that God does not
saw that I have done.
consider that I am innocent.
28

29

3

He will condemn me anyway,

so why should I keep trying in vain to
defend myself?
30

If I washed myself with snow
or cleansed my hands with lye

pit;

to abandon me, whom you created,
and, at the same time, to help wicked
people to do the things that they plan to
do?
4

Do you understand things the way that
we humans do?

to get rid of my guilt,
31

Does it please you to oppress me,

he would still throw me into a ﬁlthy

5

Do you live for only a few years, like
[as] we do?

6
as a result it would be as though even
So why do you continue to search for
my clothes would detest me.
my faults
32
God is not a human, as I am,
and to hunt for my sins?

so there is no way that I could answer
him to prove that I am innocent

7

You know that I am not guilty,

and that no one can rescue me from
if we went together to have a trial in your power.
a courtroom.
8
With your hands you created me and
33
There is no one to mediate,
shaped my body,
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but now you are deciding that you
It is as though you are [were] always
should not have done that, and you are de- bringing new troops to attack me.
stroying me instead.
18
God, why did you allow me to be born?
9
Do not forget that you made me from
I wish had died when I was born, and
a piece of clay;
that no one had ever seen me.

are you going to cause me to become
19
I think it would have been betsoil again?
ter if I had been carried directly from my
10
You certainly formed me when I was mother’s womb to the grave
conceived,
than for me to live.
20
and you put me together inside my
I think that there are only a few days
mother’s womb.
for me to remain alive;
11
You fastened my bones together with
so allow me to be alone, in order that
sinews,
I may have a little peace
21
and then you covered them with ﬂesh
before I go to the place from which I
inside my skin.
will never return,
12
You have caused me to be alive; you
[a place] where it is always gloomy
have faithfully loved me,
and very dark,

and you have carefully preserved me.

22

a place of darkness and dark shadows
13
But you kept secret what you were where everything is confused
planning to do to me;
[and] where even the small light there
is
like
darkness.’”
I am certain that you were planning
to do these things to me.
14

sin,

You were watching to see if I would

Chapter 11

so that, if I did sin, you would refuse 1 Then Zophar, the friend from the region
to forgive me.
of Naamah, said this to Job:
15
2
If I am a wicked man, I hope that ter”Should no one answer all that you
rible things will happen to me.
have said?
But even if I am righteous, I still must
Just because you talk a lot, that fact
bow my head and feel ashamed
should not persuade us to declare that you
because I am very disgraced and feel are innocent.
3
miserable.
Job, should your babbling really cause
16
And if I am proud, you hunt me like us to be silent?
a lion hunts for some animal to kill,

and you act powerfully to injure me.
17

You constantly ﬁnd more witnesses
to testify that I have done what is wrong,

When you make fun of what we think,
certainly there should be someone to rebuke you and cause you to be ashamed!

and you continually become more
angry with me.
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You say, ’What I say is true;
God knows that I am innocent.’

5

But I wish that God would talk

JOB
14

and say something to answer you!

If you have done evil things, stop doing
them;
6
God knows everything about everything,
and do not allow any people in your
house
to do wicked deeds.
so I wish that he would tell you the
15
secrets that he knows because he is wise.
If you do that, surely you will be able
to
carry
your head high, because you will
It would be good if you realized that God
not be ashamed;
is punishing you less than you deserve!
you will be strong and not afraid of
Tell me, will you ever be able to ﬁnd
out the things about God that are very dif- anything.
16
ﬁcult to understand?
You will forget all your troubles;
Will you be able to ﬁnd out everything
they will be like the water that has all
that there is to know about Almighty God? ﬂowed away and dried up.
7

8

What there is to know about God
17
Your troubles will be ended, like the
is greater than the distance from earth to darkness ends at the dawn;
heaven;
it will be as though the sun were shinso there is no way that you can under- ing brightly on you, like it shines at noon.
stand it all.
18
You will feel safe, because you will be
It is greater than the distance from here
conﬁdent that good things will happen to
to the place of the dead;
you;
so it is impossible for you to know it
God will protect you and allow you to
all.
rest safely each night.
9
What there is to know about God is
19
You will lie down to sleep, and no one
wider than the earth
will make you afraid.
and wider than the ocean.
And many people will come and re10
If God comes to you and puts you in quest you to be kind to them.
prison and then brings you to a trial,
20
But wicked people will not be able
who can stop him?
to understand why bad things are happen11
He knows which people are worth- ing to them;
less;
they will not have any way to escape
and when he sees people doing wicked from their troubles.
things, he certainly does not ignore them.
The only thing that they will want to
12
Stupid people like you will start to do is to die. ”
become wise
when wild donkeys start giving birth
to people.
13

ble;

Job, repent and make your heart hum-

Chapter 12
1

Then Job said to his three friends,

2
reach out your hands toward God and
”There is no doubt that you are the
people to whom everyone should listen,
plead with him.
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and that when you die, there will be
we think carefully about what they
no more wise people alive.
say to determine what is good and what is
3
But I have as much good sense as you bad,
like we taste food to know what is
good and what is bad.

do;

I am no less wise than you are.
Certainly everyone knows all that you
have said.
4

My friends all laugh at me now.

Previously I habitually requested God
to help me, and he always answered me.
I am righteous, and I honor God, but
now everyone laughs at me.
5

It is easy for people like you, who have
no troubles, to laugh at people like me;

12

Old people are usually very wise;

because they have lived a long time,
they understand much.
13

And God is wise and very powerful;

he has good sense and understands
everything.
14

If he tears something down, no one
can rebuild it;

if he puts someone in prison, no one
can open the door to let that person to esyou make us who are already suffer- cape.
ing to have even more troubles.
15
When he prevents rain from falling,
6
Meanwhile, bandits live peacefully,
everything dries up.
and no one threatens those who cause
When he causes a lot of rain to fall,
God to become angry;
the result is that there are ﬂoods.
16
He is the one who is truly strong and
the god they worship is their own
wise;
strength.

he rules over those who deceive others
But ask the wild animals what they
and those whom they deceive.
know about God;
7

you.

if they could speak they would teach

If you could ask the birds,
they would tell you.

17

He sometimes causes the king’s ofﬁcials to lose their wisdom and grieve because of it’
ish.

8

and he causes judges to become fool-

If you could ask the creatures that
18
He takes from kings the ornaments
crawl on the ground, or the ﬁsh in the sea, that they wear
they would tell you about God.
and puts loincloths around their

All of them certainly know that it is waists, causing them to become slaves.
19
Yahweh who has done this.
He also makes priests grieve,
10
He directs the lives of all living creaand he takes power away from those
tures;
who rule others.
9

20
he gives breath to all us humans to
He sometimes causes those whom
enable us to live.
others trust to be unable to speak,
11

say,

When we hear what people like you

and he causes old men to no longer
have good sense.
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21

4
He causes people to despise those who
As for you, you tell lies and do not
rule,
allow people to know unpleasant truth,

like someone who covers up the bad
and he causes those who are powerful
surface of a wall with whitewash.
to become weak.
22

cret,

He shows to us things that were se-

You are all like doctors who sell people
useless medicine.
5

even things that were in the world of
the dead.

I wish that you would be silent;

that would be wiser than anything
you
have
said to me.
23
He causes some nations to become
6
very great,
Listen to what I will say to you now;
and later he destroys them;
he causes the territory of some nations
to become much larger,

listen while I am saying what is true
about myself.
7

You are telling lies to help God;

you are saying what is false in order
and later he brings others to defeat
to help him!
them and take them prisoner.
8
24
You would really like to be kind to
He causes some rulers to become foolhim by defending what he does, would
ish,
you not?
and then he causes them to wander
It is as if you were trying to prove in
around, lost, as if they were in the wildera court that he is innocent!
ness with no way out.
9
But if he, sitting as the judge, looked
25
It is as if they were feeling around in
closely at you, he would ﬁnd that what
the darkness, without any light;
you are doing for him is bad!
as if they were drunk, not knowing
You have deceived other people, but
what they should do.”
do not think that you can lie about him in
court and say that you are defending him!
10

If you say clever things to persuade
God to take your side,

Chapter 13

he will surely rebuke you.

1

”I have seen everything that you have
seen,
and I have heard and understood all
that you have said.
2

What you know, I also know;
I do not know less than you.

11

He will certainly bring the full force
of his power against you;
you will become very afraid of him.
12

What you have said—the things that
you think are so wise—are as useless as
ashes;

3

But I would like to speak with Almighty
what you say to defend how you think
God, not with you;
is no better than clay that quickly crumI would like to argue with him and bles.
13

show him that I am innocent.
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23
after that, it will not matter what
What have I done that is wrong? What
happens to me.
sins have I committed?
14

Show me how I have disobeyed you.

I am ready to risk my life;

24
Why do you refuse to be friendly to
I am even willing to risk that God will
me?
execute me for what I say.

Why do you act toward me as though
If he kills me, then I will not have anyI
were
your enemy?
one else whom I can conﬁdently expect to
help me,
25
I am as insigniﬁcant as a leaf that the
15

but I am going to defend my behavior wind blows.
in his presence anyway.
Why are you trying to make me afraid
16
No wicked person would dare to stand ?
in the presence of God,
Why are you making me suffer?
but because I say that I have not done
After all, I am as useless as a bit of dry
things that are wrong,
chaff!
26
perhaps, if I can prove that to God, he
It seems that you are writing things
will declare me innocent.”
to accuse me of having sinned,
17

”God, listen very carefully to what I
and that you are writing down even
say; pay attention to me.
the bad things I did when I was young.
18

cent,

I am ready to argue that I am inno-

27

It is as though you have put my feet
in stocks

and I know that you also will declare
and that you were watching me wherthat I am not guilty.
ever I walk;
it is as though you were following my
I certainly do not think that you
or anyone else will say that what I say is footprints to see where I have gone.
false;
28
Because of this, my body is falling
if you did so, then I would speak no apart like rotten wood,
more, and I would die.
like a piece of cloth that the larvae of
19

I am requesting you to do two things moths are eating.
for me;
20

if you do them, I will not try to hide
from you.
21

The ﬁrst thing that I request is that
you stop punishing me,
and the second thing that I request is
that you stop terrifying me.
22

Speak ﬁrst, and then I will reply;

Chapter 14
1

We humans are very frail. We are
born, and
we live only a short time; we experience much trouble.
2

We disappear quickly, like ﬂowers that
or allow me to speak ﬁrst, and then grow from the ground quickly and then
you reply.
wither and die.
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We are like shadows that disappear
Until the heavens do not exist any
when the sun stops shining.
longer;
3

people who die do not wake up,

Yahweh, why do you keep watching
me to see if I am doing something that is
wrong ?

and no one can wake them up.

13
Yahweh, I wish that you would put me
Do you want to take me to court to
safely in the place of the dead and forget
judge me?
about me, so that I do not suffer any more
4
No one can bring something acceptuntil you are no longer angry with
able to God out of something that is not
me.
acceptable to him.
I wish that you would decide how much
5
You have decided how long our lives
time I would spend there,
will be.
and then remember that I am there.
You have decided how many months
14
When we humans die, we will cerwe will live,
tainly not live again.
and we cannot live longer than the
If I knew that we would live again, I
time that you have decided.
would
wait patiently
6
So please stop examining us, and allow
for you to release me from my sufferus to be alone
ings.
so that we might enjoy our life of
15
You would call me, and I would anhard labor, if a hired worker can possibly
swer.
do so.
7

If we cut a tree down,

sometimes we hope that it will sprout
again and grow new branches.
8

Its roots in the ground may be very

old,

You would carefully see where I went,

and you would not be interested in
seeing whether I sinned or not.
The record of my sins would be sealed
in a small bag,

but if some water falls on it,

it may bud and send up shoots like a
young plant.
10

16

17

and its stump may decay,
9

You would be eager to see me, one of
the creatures that you had made.

But when we people lose all our
strength and die,

and you would cover them.
18

But, just as mountains crumble and
rocks fall down from a cliff,
19

and just as water slowly wears away
the stones, and just as ﬂoods wash away
we stop breathing, and then we are
soil,
gone forever.
you eventually destroy us; you do not
11
Just as water evaporates from a lake,
allow us to continue to hope that we will
or as a riverbed dries up,
keep on living.
12

20
people lie down and die and do not
You always defeat us, and then we
get up again.
die.
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You cause our faces to look ugly after
You do not think that you were born bewe die,
fore God created the mountains, do you?
8

and you send us away.

Were you listening when God made
21
When we die, we do not know if our all his plans?
sons will grow up and do things that will
Do you think that you are the only
cause other people to honor them.
person who is wise?
9
Or if they become disgraced, we do
What do you know that we others do
not know that either.
not know?
22

We will feel our own pain; we will not
You do not understand anything that
feel anything else;
is not also clear to us.
we will be sorry for ourselves, not for
anyone else.”

Chapter 15
1

10

My friends and I are also wise;

we acquired wisdom from old grayhaired people,
from people who were born before
your father was.
11

Then Eliphaz replied to Job:

God wants to comfort you

and to speak gently to you;
”If you were truly wise, you would
not have replied to us by claiming that you
that should be enough for you, but it
know a lot;
is not enough, is it?
12
what you are saying is just a lot of hot
Why do you allow yourself to be exair.
cited by your emotions?
3
You should not be saying things that
Why do your eyes ﬂash with anger?
do not beneﬁt anyone;
13
You are angry with God,
you should not say things that do no
and so you say harsh things against
one any good.
him.
4
You are teaching others not to respect
14
How can any person, including you,
God,
be sinless?
and you are keeping them from honHow can anyone on the earth be comoring him.
pletely righteous?
5
You are wicked, and that is why you
15
God does not even trust his angels;
say what you do;
he does not consider the heavens to
you talk like deceptive people talk.
be completely pure.
6
Everything that you say shows that
16
So he certainly does not trust disgustGod should punish you;
ing people,
it is not necessary for me to prove
those who commit evil deeds as often
that.
as they drink water.
7
Tell me, why do you think you know so
17
Job, listen to what I tell you.
much? You do not think that you were the
I will declare to you what I know,
ﬁrst person who was ever born, do you?
2
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18

28

things that wise men have told me,

truths that their ancestors did not
keep hidden.

They have lived in cities that have
been abandoned,

cities which God declared would become
a heap of ruins.
19
(God gave this land to those ancestors
29
who were truly wise;
But they will not remain rich very
long;
no one from another country came
and caused them to think wrongly about
Others will take everything that they
God.)
own,
20
Wicked people suffer with great pain
and even their shadows will disappear
all the time that they are alive;
from the earth.
that is what happens to those who
oppress others.
21

They constantly hear sounds that terrify them;
while they are prospering, robbers
attack them.
22

Wicked people do not really think that
they will escape from darkness;

30

They will not escape from the darkness of death;
they will be like trees whose branches
burn up.
When God gives the command, they
will die.
31

If they are very foolish, with the result that they trust in things that are really
they are sure that someone is waiting worthless,
to kill them with a sword.
then things that are worthless will be
23
They wander around, searching for all that they get.
food, saying ‘Where can I ﬁnd some?’
32
While they are still young, they will
They know that they will soon expe- disappear;
rience disasters.
they will be like branches that wither
24
Because they are afraid of those things
and never become green again.
happening to them, they worry
33
They will be like vines whose grapes
that these things will attack them as
fall off before they are ripe,
a king’s army waits to attack its enemies
and causes them to suffer.
like olive trees whose blossoms fall
25
These things happen to them because off before they produce any fruit.
34
they shook their ﬁsts against Almighty
Groups of wicked people will not have
God
any descendants,

and thought that they were strong
and ﬁres will completely burn up
enough to defeat him.
the homes of those who took money from
26
They stubbornly rush to attack God bribes.
35
They plan to cause trouble and to do
thinking that a strong shield will proevil things,
tect them.
27

But they are so fat that they are unand in their hearts they are always
able to ﬁght.
preparing to deceive people.”
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Chapter 16
1

it is as though he were a wild animal
that tore me apart with his teeth
because he was my enemy.

Job replied to Eliphaz and the others,
2

”I have heard things like that before;

all of you, instead of helping me, are
only causing me to feel more miserable.
3

Will your speeches, which are only
wind, never end?
Eliphaz, what bothers you that makes
you continue replying like this to me?
4

If it were you three and not I who were
suffering,
I could, in your place, say the things
that you are saying.
I could make great speeches to criticize
you,
and I could shake my head at you to
ridicule you.
5

Then you would see whether my words
encouraged you or not;

10

People gape at me with their mouths
open to sneer at me;
they have struck me on the face to
ridicule me,
and they crowd around me to threaten
me.
11

It is as though God has handed me
over to people who refuse to honor him
and has put me into the power of the
wicked.
12

Previously, I was living peacefully,
but he crushed me;

it is as though he grabbed my neck and
smashed me to pieces;
target.

it is as though he set me up like a

13

It is as though I were a target, and that
people were surrounding me and shootyou would see whether they made ing arrows at me.
you feel your pain less.
God’s arrows pierce my kidneys
6
But now, if I talk, my pain does not
and cause the bile from my liver to
decrease,
spill onto the ground;
and if I am silent, my pain still cerGod does not pity me at all.
tainly does not go away.
14
It is as though I were a wall that he is
7
God, you have now taken away all my
breaking through time after time;
strength;
you have destroyed all my family.
8

You have shriveled me up,

he rushes at me like a soldier who is
attacking his enemy.
15

Because I am mourning, I wear pieces
and people think that shows me to be of rough cloth that I have sewed together,
a sinner.
and I sit here in the dirt, very deThey see that I am only skin and bones, pressed.
16
and they think that proves that I am
My face is red because I have cried
guilty.
very much,
9

Because God is very angry with me
and there are dark circles around my
and hates me,
eyes.
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All this has happened to me even
please pay the money in order that I
though I have not acted violently toward may be released,
anyone,
because there is certainly no one else
and even though I always pray sin- who will help me.
4
cerely to God.
You have prevented my friends from

When I die, I want the ground to act understanding what is true about me,
as though I had been murdered; I want it
but you will not allow them to triumph
to cry out against those who killed me,
over me, saying that I have done wrong
and I do not want anyone to stop me things.
18

5
while I am demanding that God act justly
Our ancestors said, ’It often happens
toward me.
that when someone betrays his friends in
19
But even now, I know that there order to get some of their property,

is someone in heaven who will testify for
it is that person’s children who will
me,
be punished for it;’
so I desire that will be true of these
and he will say that what I have done
friends of mine who are lying about me.
is right.
20

6

My three friends scorn me,

but my eyes are full of tears while I
cry out to God.

But now people use that saying of our
ancestors when they talk about me;
they spit to insult me.

7
My eyes have become dim because I
I pray that the one who knows what I
have done would come to plead with God am very sad,
for me
and my arms and legs are as thin as
shadows.
as a person pleads for his friend.
8
People who are truly righteous will
22
I say this because within a few years
be shocked when they see what has hapI will die;
pened to me;
I will walk along the road to a place
they will be angry at those who refuse
from which I will never return.”
to honor God.
21

9

Those who are truly righteous will
continue to do what is right,

Chapter 17
1

”My time to live is almost ended; I have
no strength left;

and those who live righteously will
continue to become stronger.
10

But all you friends of mine,

I do not ﬁnd even one among you who
those who have dug my grave are
is wise.
waiting for me.
11
My time to live is almost ended; I
2
Those who are around me are making
have not been able to do the things that I
fun of me;
planned to do.
I must always see them mocking me.”
As for the things I have most desired,
3
”God, it is as though I were in prison; there is no hope of them happening.
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My friends do not know when it is
or do you think that God must move
night and when it is day;
the rocks in the mountains to please you?
5
What will happen is that the lives of
when it is night, they claim that it is
wicked people like you end
daylight;

as quickly as we can put out a light or
when it is becoming dark, they claim
extinguish
the ﬂame of a ﬁre.
that it is getting light.
6
When the lamps above them in their
13
I know that my home will be the place
tents are extinguished,
where dead people are,
there will be no light in those tents.

where I will sleep in the darkness.

7
While they are alive, they walk conﬁI can say to the grave, ‘Where I am
dently,
buried, that place will be like a father to
but later it will be as though they
me.’
stumbled and fell,
I can say to the maggots, ‘You will
because they themselves do not pay atbe like a mother or younger sisters to me
tention
to the advice that they give to othbecause that is where I will always be.’
ers.
15
There is certainly no more hope left
8
It will be as though they had walked
for me.
into their own net
No one expects that I will have any
or had fallen into a pit that they themmore happiness.
selves dug.
16
After I descend to the place where
9
It will be as though a trap had grabbed
the dead are, I will not be able to expect their heels and held them fast,
anything good there.
10
as though the end of a rope that was
I and the things I hope for will go hidden on the ground
down together into the soil.”
had sprung up and seized them when
they walked on it.
14

Chapter 18

Everywhere they go, there will be
things that cause them to be terriﬁed;

1

it will be as though those things were
pursuing them and biting at their heels.

Then Bildad replied again:
2

”Please stop talking!

11

12

They will become hungry, with the
If you would stop talking and listen, result that they will be strong no longer.
we could tell you something.
They will continually experience disWhy do you think that we are as stupid asters.
13
as cattle and as unrighteous?
Diseases will spread all over their
4
By being very angry, you are only hurt- skin;
3

ing yourself.

diseases will cause their bodies to
decay.
Do you think that everyone on
14
When they die, they will be snatched
the earth must leave to prove that you are
away from their tents
right,
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and brought to the one who rules over
are you not ashamed for saying these
the dead.
things to me?
15

tents,

Then other people will live in their

4

Even if it were true that I had done
wrong,
I have not injured you!

but only after they sprinkle sulfur on
those tents to get rid of the disease!

5

If you truly think that you are better
than
I am,
Because they will die and leave no
descendants,
and if you argue that I must be guilty
they will be like trees whose roots because I am suffering,
16

6
have dried up and whose branches have
you should realize that it is God who
all withered.
has caused me to suffer.
17

It is as though he has a net and that
No one on the earth will remember
he has caught me in it.
them anymore;
7

no one on any street will even remember their names.

I cry out, ‘People are murdering me!’,
but no one answers me.

18

They will have to leave the earth,
I call out loudly, but there is no one, not
where there is light,
even God, who acts fairly toward me.
8
and rush into the place where it is
It is as though God has blocked my
dark.
road,
19

They will have no children or grandchildren,

and I cannot go anywhere;

it is as though he has forced me to try
no descendants where they will have to ﬁnd the road in the darkness.
previously lived.
9
He has taken away my good reputaPeople from the east to the west who tion;
hear about what happened to them, everyit is as though he has removed a crown
one,
from my head.
10
will be shocked and horriﬁed.
He batters me from every side, and I
21
will
soon
die.
This is what happens to unrighteous
people like you,
I no longer expect him to do anything
good for me.
people who do not know God.”
20

11

He attacks me because he is very angry at me;

Chapter 19

he considers me to be his enemy.
12

1

It is as though he were sending his
army to attack me;

Then Job replied:
2

”How long will you three torment me

and discourage me by calling me
wicked?
3

You have insulted me many times;

they surround my tent
and get ready to attack me.
13

God has caused my brothers to abandon me,
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and for all those who know me to act
But I know that the one who vindilike strangers to me.
cates me in court is alive,

and that some day he will stand here
All my relatives and good friends have
on the earth and make the ﬁnal decision
left me.
about whether I deserve to be punished.
15
The people who were guests in my
26
And even after diseases have dehouse have forgotten me,
stroyed my body,
and my female servants consider that
still, in my body I will see God.
I am a foreigner whom they do not know.
27
16
I will see him myself;
When I summon my servants, they
14

do not answer;

I will see him with my own eyes!

When I plead with them to come to
My emotions overwhelm me as I think
help me, they do not come.
about that!
17

28
My breath smells very bad to my wife
If you three men say, ‘This is how we
so she stays away from me,
will cause him to suffer!’

and you say, ‘He is the one who has
caused his own troubles,’

and my brothers detest me.
18

Even young children despise me;

29

you should fear that God will punish
when I stand up to talk to them, they
you;
laugh at me.
he punishes those like you with whom
19
My dearest friends detest me,
he is angry;
and those whom I love very much
and when that happens, you will know
have turned against me.
that there is someone who judges people.”
20

My body is only skin and bones;
I am barely alive.

21

I plead with you, my three friends,
pity me

Chapter 20
1

because God has struck me very hard.

Then Zophar replied again:
2

”I am very troubled about what you
Why do you cause me to suffer, also? have said,
Do you think you are God?
so I want to reply very quickly.
22

3
Why do you never get enough of acBy saying these things you have incusing me of doing wrong?
sulted me,
23
I wish that someone would take these
but something within my understandwords of mine
ing suggests to me how I may reply to you.

and write them permanently in a book
in order that people can read them.

4

Do you not know that from long ago,

ever since God ﬁrst put people on the
Or else, I wish that someone would earth,
carve my words on a rock with a chisel
5
that wicked people like you do not conin order that they would last forever. tinue to rejoice for a long time,
24
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and that people who refuse to honor
God are happy only for a moment?

God takes their wealth from them.
16

Doing evil deeds is like swallowing
snake
poison;
Although their reputations reach up
to the sky,
doing evil will kill the wicked as the
6

and their fame goes up as high as the bite of a poisonous snake will kill people.
17
clouds,
The wicked will not remain alive to
7
they will disappear forever, like their see the abundant blessings from God,
own excrement,
which are like a stream that ﬂows.
18
and those who knew them will ask,
They will be forced to give back the
‘Where did they go?’
things that they stole from the poor;
8

They will disappear as a dream does,
and they will exist no more.

they will not be able to continue to
enjoy those things.

They will not remain happy because of
They will vanish like dreams that people
what they got from their business
have during the night.
19
because they oppressed poor people
9
Those people who now see those
and refused to help them,
wicked people will never see them again;
and they took other people’s houses
even the people who lived with them by cheating them.
will not see them anymore.
20
They were always greedy and never
10
Their children will be forced to return satisﬁed.
the valuable things that they stole from
So when they ate, they ate so much
poor people.
that they never saved anything that they
11
The bodies of the wicked were once enjoyed.
young and strong,
21
When they ﬁnished eating their
but they will die and be buried in the food, there was never anything left over
ground.
because they had greedily eaten it all;
12

Although doing wicked things was
like having sweet food in their mouths
that they wanted to continue tasting,
13

but now their prosperity will end.
22

When they are still very wealthy,

they will suddenly experience trouble.

and although they did not want to
The full power of everyone who lives
stop doing those things,
in misery will crush them.
14
23
those evil things will someday become
When the wicked people are ﬁlling
like poison that they swallow,
their stomachs,
or like the poison from snakes.
God will show that he is very angry
with
them,
and he will punish them;
15
Wicked people pile up wealth for
themselves, but they do not keep it forhe will bring down suffering on them
ever,
like the rain that falls on the ground.
24
just like people do not keep down the
They will try to escape from people
who will attack them with iron weapons,
food that they vomit.
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but arrows with bronze points will
Then, after I am ﬁnished speaking,
pierce them.
you can continue to make fun of me.
4
It is certainly not people against whom
The arrows will go completely
through their bodies and stick out of their I am complaining, but God!
backs;
And it is certainly right for me to be
the shiny points of the arrows will impatient!
have blood dripping from them,
5
Look at me! Does what you see not
and those wicked people will be ter- cause you to be appalled
riﬁed.
and to put your hands over your
26
Their valuable possessions will all be mouths and say no more?
destroyed;
6
When I think about what has hapa ﬁre started by God, not by humans, pened to me,
will burn them up
I am frightened and my entire body
and will destroy the things that are shakes.
left in their tents.
7
But allow me to ask this: ’Why do
27
wicked
people continue to live,
The angels in heaven will reveal the
sins that those wicked people have comand become prosperous, and not die
mitted,
until they are very old?’
and people on earth will stand up and
8
They see their children around them,
testify against them.
and they watch them while they grow
28
On the day when God punishes peoup and start to live in their own houses.
ple,
9
Wicked people live in their own houses
all the possessions in the wicked peowithout being afraid,
ple’s houses will be carried away, as if a
and God does not punish them.
ﬂood had come.
25

10
Their bulls always mate with the cows
That is what will happen to wicked
successfully,
people like you;
29

them.”

that is what God has decreed for

and the cows always give birth to
calves and never miscarry.
11

Chapter 21
1

Then Job replied in this way:
2

”Listen to what I say, all of you;

Wicked people send their young children outside to play,
and the children jump around happily
like lambs in a pasture.
12

The children sing to the sound of tambourines and lyres,

that is the only thing that you can do
and they are happy to hear the sound
that will comfort me.
of ﬂutes.
3

13
Be patient with me, and allow me to
Wicked people enjoy having good
speak.
things all the time that they are alive,
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and they die quietly and go down to
they are not at all concerned for their
the place of the dead.
families who are still alive.
22
Since God judges everyone, even
While they are alive, they say to God,
those who are in heaven,
’Leave us alone;
14

who can teach him anything?

we do not care about how you desire
us to conduct our lives!

23

Some people die while they are very
15
Why do you, Almighty God, think that healthy,
we should serve you?
while they are peaceful and not afraid
of
anything.
What advantage do we get if we pray
to you?’

24

16

Wicked people think that they have
become prosperous because of what they
have done,

Their bodies are fat;

their bones are strong.
25

able;

Other people die being very miser-

but I do not want to have anything to
they have never experienced good
do with their thinking.
things happening to them.
17
26
How often does it happen that wicked
They die and are buried,
people die,
and maggots cover their bodies.
without experiencing disasters?
Everyone dies, so it is clear that dyDoes God ever punish them because ing is not always the punishment for being
he is angry with them?
wicked.
18

27
He does not blow them away as wind
Listen, I know what you three are
blows away straw;
thinking,

and I know the evil things that you
they are never carried off by a whirlplan to do to me.
wind.
28
You say, ’What happened to the tents
You say, ’When people have commitin
which
wicked people were living?
ted sins,
19

The houses of evil rulers have been
God waits and punishes their children
destroyed!’
because of those sins;’
29
Have you never asked people who
I say that God should punish those who
travel much?
sin, not their children,

Do you not believe their reports about
in order that the sinners may know
that it is because of their own sins that what they have seen,
30
they are being punished.
that wicked people usually do not suffer
at
the time when there are great disas20
I hope that wicked people will live to
ters;
experience God destroying them,
that when God punishes people, somethat they will experience Almighty
one rescues the wicked? that wicked peoGod punishing them.
ple are the ones whom someone else res21
After wicked people are dead,
cues when God punishes people?
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6
There is no one who accuses wicked
You must have lent money to othpeople,
ers and wrongly forced them to give you
and there is no one who pays them things to guarantee that they would pay
back for all the evil things that they have that money back to you;

done.

you must have taken all their clothes
and
left
them with nothing to wear.
32
When the corpses of wicked people
7
are carried to their graves,
You must not have given water to those
people are put there to guard those who were thirsty,
graves.

and you must have refused to give
33
A huge number of people go to the food to those who were hungry.
8
grave site;
Because you were very powerful, you
some go in front of the procession and must have taken over all the people’s land,
some come behind,

and then you began to live on
that
land,
even though others honored
and the wicked ones who have died
surely feel good when people throw clods you very much.
9
of dirt on their graves.
When widows came to you for help,
34
So how can you comfort me by talking you must have sent them away without
giving them anything,
nonsense?
and you must have oppressed orEvery reply that you give me is full of
phans.
lies!”
10
Because you did all those things, now
there are traps that will catch you;

Chapter 22
1

Then Eliphaz replied, saying this:

now things appear that terrify you
and cause you to tremble.
11

It is as though it had become very
dark, with the result that you cannot see
People who are wise can be useful to anything,
themselves, but not to God.
and it is as though a ﬂood covered
2

”No one can be useful to God!

If you were righteous, that would not you.
12
please Almighty God, would it?
But consider this, Job: God lives high
up
in
the heavens.
If you lived a perfect life, that would
not help him, would it?
From there he looks down on the
3

Do you honor God, and is that why he highest stars.
punishes you?
13
So why do you say, ‘God knows nothIs that the reason that he puts you on ing about what we are doing’?
trial?
And why do you say, ‘Dark clouds keep
4

No, it certainly must be because you him from seeing us, so he cannot judge
us’?
are extremely wicked.
5

14
Do you think that while he walks on
It must be that no one can count the
the dome that covers the sky,
evil things that you have done!
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where there are thick clouds around
then Almighty God will be to be as prehim, he cannot see what we do?’
cious to you as your gold and your silver
have been.
15
Will you, Job, continue to conduct
26
Then you will be happy because of
your life in the old way
God,
that evil people have done for many
and you will be able to approach him
years?
conﬁdently.
16
They suddenly died while they were
27
You will pray to him, and he will do
still young;
what you request him to do;
they disappeared like everything disyou will do the things that you
appears when there is a ﬂood .
promised
him that you would do.
17
They kept saying to God, ‘Leave us
28
Everything that you decide to do will
alone,’ ‘Allow us to be alone,’
be successful;
and they also said deﬁantly, ‘Almighty
it will be as though a light were shinGod can do nothing to harm us!’
ing on the road in front of you.
18
Yet it was God who ﬁlled their houses
29
God humbles those who are proud,
with good things;
but he saves those who are downcast.
so I cannot agree at all to follow what
30
God rescues those who are not innothe wicked plan.
cent;
19
When righteous people see that God
they will be rescued because you do
punishes wicked people, they are glad,
what is right.”
and they laugh at those wicked people.
20

They say, ’Now our enemies have
been destroyed,
and ﬁre has burned up anything left
of their wealth.’

Chapter 23
1

Then Job replied and said this:

2
”Today I am again complaining bitterly
So, Job, be reconciled to God and make
to
God;
peace with him;
I continue to groan, but I suffer even
if you do that, good things will happen
more.
to you.
21

22

Allow him to teach you,
and put his words into your mind.

3

I wish that I knew where I could meet
with him

so that I could go to the place where
If you humble yourself and return to he lives.
God, he will restore you;
4
If I could do that, I would tell him why
if you stop doing all the evil things I know that I am innocent;
that you have been doing in your house,
I would tell him many reasons for
24
and if you throw away your gold,
that.
23

5
the ﬁne gold from the dry stream beds
Then I would ﬁnd out and understand
what he would reply to me.
in Ophir land,
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Would he use his great power to argue
when I think about what he can do, I
with me?
am very afraid.
No, he would listen to me carefully.

16

7

I am an honest man, so I would be able
to discuss things with him fairly,

afraid.

Almighty God has made me very

17

The thick darkness in front of me has
and then he would declare that I not make me silent,
am innocent, and he would not trouble me
even that terrible darkness that covers
again.
my face has not kept me from speaking.”
8

However, I have gone to the east, and
he is not there;
I have gone to the west, but I have not
found him there.

Chapter 24

1
”Why does Almighty God not set a time
I have gone north and I have gone when he will judge evil people?
south,
The people who obey God never seem
but I have not seen him anywhere for
to see him judge the evil people.
he keeps himself from me.
2
Some evil people remove the boundary
10
He knows how I have conducted my
markers of other people’s land, in order to
life;
take their land;
when he has ﬁnished testing me, he
they seize other people’s sheep and
will see that I am as pure as gold whose
put them in their own pastures.
impurities have all been burned out.
3
Some take away the donkeys that be11
I have faithfully walked on the road
long to orphans,
that he showed me;
and they take widows’ oxen to guarI have not turned away from obeying
antee that the widows will pay back the
him.
money that they loaned to those widows.
12
I have always obeyed what he com4
Some shove poor people off the road,
manded;
and they force poor people to ﬁnd
I have hidden away in my inner being
places to hide from them.
the words that he has spoken.
5
The result is that poor people have to
13
He never changes. There is no one
search for food in the desert plain
who can stop him from doing what he delike wild donkeys do.
sires.
9

6

Whatever he wants to do, he does.
14

He will ﬁnish doing the things that he
has planned for me,
and I am sure that he has thought
about doing many things for me.
15

So I am terriﬁed when I am in front
of him;

The poor people harvest leftover grain
in other people’s ﬁelds,
and gather leftover grapes from vineyards that belong to wicked men.
7

During the night they have nothing to
cover their bodies,
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8

17
When it rains in the mountains, they
All of those people want to do their
become very wet,
evil deeds at night, not in the morning
so they huddle under the rock ledges when it is light,

to protect themselves from the rain.

because they are not afraid of the
9
Some evil men snatch poor, fatherless things that happen during the night that
terrify others.
infants away from their mothers;
18
However, those wicked people will
they say ‘I will return your babies to
disappear
very quickly,
you when you repay the money that I lent
to you.’
and God will curse the land that they

But the poor people walk around with owned;
no clothes on;
no one will go any longer to work in
they are hungry while they are their vineyards.
working to carry other people’s bundles of
19
Just as the snow melts away when it
grain to the places where their grain will
is hot and there is no rain,
be threshed.
those who have sinned will disappear
11
Poor people are hired by these wicked
into the place where the dead people are.
people to make olive oil for them;
20
Not even their mothers will rememthey tread on grapes to make juice for
ber them;
wine,
10

wicked people will be destroyed like
but they are not allowed to drink any
trees that are cut down,
of it when they are thirsty.
12
and maggots will eat their corpses.
In the cities, people who are wounded
21
and dying cry out to God for help,
The wicked mistreat women who
have been unable to give birth to children
but God ignores their prayers.
who
would have grown up to take care of
13
Some wicked people avoid the light
them;
because they do evil things in the dark;
the wicked they never help widows.
they do not walk on roads that are lit.
22
But God, by his power, gets rid of
14
Murderers steal things during the
mighty people.
night,

He causes the wicked people to die.
and then they rise before dawn in
23
order that they may go out again and kill
God allows them to think that they
poor and needy people.
are secure and safe,
15
Those who want to commit adultery
but he is watching them all the time.
wait for evening to come;
24
They prosper for a little while,
they say, ‘I do not want anyone to see
and then suddenly they are gone;
me,’ so they keep their faces covered.
God will make them die like all the
It is during the night that robbers
other people;
break into houses to steal things,
16

but during the day they hide because
they will be like stalks of grain that
they want to avoid being seen in the light. the farmers have cut off.
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25

4
If this is not true, is there anyone who
Who helped you to say all those great
will show that I am a liar
things?

and prove me wrong?”

did?
5

The spirits of dead people tremble with
fear,

Chapter 25
1

Who inspired you to speak like you

those who are under the waters

Then Bildad also replied:
2

”God is very powerful; everyone
should honor him very much;

and everyone who dwells with them.
6

God knows all about those who are in
the place of the dead;

he causes everything to be peaceful
there is nothing down there that prehigh up in heaven, with no confusion at
vents God from seeing what is there.
all.
7
God stretches out heaven
3
Can anyone count the angels who are
over the empty spaces,
in his army in heaven?
and he places the earth in that huge
Is there any person on whom his light
empty
space, but it is not resting on anydoes not shine?
thing.
4
So how can God consider any person
8
He ﬁlls the thick clouds with water
to be righteous?
How can he accept any human being?
5

Consider this: God does not even think
that the full moon is bright,

and prevents that water from bursting
the clouds.
9

He causes clouds to obscure the moon.

10
He separates the light from the darkand he does not even accept the stars
ness
in the heavens as worthy of him.

and puts the horizon to mark the place
where the night ends and the daytime beThey are as insigniﬁcant as maggots.
gins.
God does not think more highly of
11
When he is angry, it is as though he
people than he thinks of worms.”
rebuked the pillars that hold up the sky.
6

So what about humans?

They are shocked, and they tremble.

Chapter 26
1

12

by his skill he destroyed Rahab, the
huge sea monster.

Job replied to Bildad:
2

By his power he calmed the sea;

”I am a very weak and helpless man;

13

By his breath he caused the sky to be
bright;
you do not really think that you have
helped me at all, do you?
by his hand he killed the great dragon
3
You certainly do not think that you in the sea as it was ﬂeeing from him.

14
But those events show only a small
have given me good advice, do you?—me,
amount of his power;
who am not wise at all.
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9
it is as though we were hearing only
When they experience troubles, God
whispers of his powerful voice.
will not hear them call out to him for help,
will he?
When we hear thunder, we say,
10
Will they be happy about what
‘Who can really understand how great his
Almighty God does?
power is?’”

Will they begin to pray to him frequently?

Chapter 27

Certainly not!
11

I will teach you three something about
Job continued speaking to his three God’s power;
friends:
I will reveal to you what he is thinking.
2
”Almighty God has refused to treat me
12
You three have seen for yourselves
justly.
powerful things that God has done;
He has caused me to feel bitter.
so I do not understand why you have
been saying such nonsense to me.
But just as surely as he lives,
1

13
I will tell you what Almighty God does
I will say this as long as God’s Spirit
to wicked people,
enables me to breathe!
3

4

I will not lie!

I will not say anything to deceive
anyone.
5

I will never admit that what you three
have said is true;
until the day that I die, I will insist that
I have not done things that are wrong.

what he does to people who mistreat
others.
14

Even if they have many children,
those children will die in wars,
or they will die because they do not
have enough food to eat.
15

Their children who are still alive after they themselves die will perish from
6
I will say that I am innocent, and I will diseases,
never say anything different;
and the wives they leave behind will
not
even
mourn for them.
my inner being will never reproach
me as long as I live.
16
Sometimes wicked people accumulate
I want God to punish my enemies like a huge amount of silver
he will punish all wicked people;
and pile up clothes as potters pile up
7

I want him to punish those who op- clay,
17
pose me like he punishes all unrighteous
but those wicked people will die,
people.
and then righteous people will wear those
8
When it is time for God to get rid of clothes,
godless people and to cause them to die,

and honest people will get their silver
and divide it among themselves.

there is absolutely nothing good that
18
they can conﬁdently expect to happen to
The houses that they build are as weak
as spider webs;
them.
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4
they are like ﬂimsy huts that
They dig shafts in places that are far
watchmen live in while they guard peo- from where people live,
ple’s ﬁelds.
where travelers do not go.
19
The wicked people are rich when they
They work far away from other people,
lie down at night,
swinging back and forth on ropes as
but when they wake up in the morn- they descend into the mine shafts.
ing, they ﬁnd out that their money has dis5
Food grows on the surface of the
appeared.
ground,
20
Things that terrify them come to them
but down under the ground, where
like a ﬂood that they do not expect;
there is no food, the miners make ﬁres to
during the night a whirlwind carries break apart the rocks.
them away.
6
The stones that are dug from under
21
It is as though the wind from the the ground contain sapphires,
east had picked them up and carried them
and the dirt contains bits of gold.
away from their homes,
7
Some birds have very good eyes,
and they disappear forever.
but even hawks do not know where the
22
That wind strikes them without pity- mines are,
ing them
and falcons have not seen those places.
while they are running away, trying
8
Lions or other proud wild animals
to escape from its force.
have never gone to those places.
23
That wind is like someone clapping
9
Miners dig very hard rock;
his hands at them to mock them,
it is as though they turned the mounhowling at them and forcing them to
tains upside down to get the ore.
run away.”
10
They cut tunnels through the rocks,

and they ﬁnd precious things.

Chapter 28

11

They dam up small streams to stop
the water from ﬂowing,

1

”It is true that there are places where
and they bring up into the light things
men dig to ﬁnd silver,
that are hidden in the ground and in the
and there are places where people streams.
12
reﬁne gold that they have dug.
But wisdom: Where can people ﬁnd
2
People dig iron ore out of the ground, that?
and they also smelt copper.
3

Men use lamps while they work far
down under the ground
to search for the ore inside the mines
where it is very dark.

Where can we ﬁnd out how to truly
understand things?
13

Humans do not know what wisdom
is truly worth;
no one can ﬁnd it here on this earth
where they are living.
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14

25
It is as though the water that is unHe decided how strongly the winds
der the earth and water that is in the seas should blow,
said,
and how much rain should be in the
‘I do not have it!’
clouds.
15

People cannot buy wisdom

26

He decided where rain should fall,

by paying for it with silver or gold.

and what path lightning should take
Wisdom is worth much more than from the clouds down to the ground.
27
ﬁne gold from the land of Ophir,
At that time he saw wisdom and de16

much more than very valuable stones. cided that it is very valuable.

He examined it and approved it.

17

It is worth much more than gold or
beautiful quartz;

28

And then he said to human beings,
wisdom is more expensive than the ’Listen! If you have much respect for me,
ﬁnest jewels, and it is worth more than a you will be able to become wise;
vase made with pure gold.
to truly understand everything, you
18
Wisdom is worth more than coral or must ﬁrst turn away from doing what is
crystal quartz;
evil.’”
the price of wisdom is higher than the
price of rubies.
19

The prices of topaz from Ethiopia and
of pure gold
are lower than the value of wisdom.
20

1

Job spoke again and said this:
2

So from where does wisdom come?

Where can we ﬁnd out how to truly
understand things?
21

Chapter 29

No living humans can see it;

”I wish that I could be as I was previously
during the years when God took care
of me.

3
During those years, it was as though
and birds cannot see it while they are
God’s lamp shone on me
up in the sky.
and gave me light while I walked in
22
It is as though the places where people
the
darkness.
go after they die said,
4

‘We have only heard rumors about
where to ﬁnd wisdom.’

At that time I was young and strong,

and because God was my friend, he
God is the only one who knows how protected where I lived.
5
to ﬁnd wisdom;
Almighty God was with me during
23

he knows where it is

those years

24

because he can see things even in the
me.
most remote places on the earth;

when all my children were around

6
My herds provided me with plenty of
he can see everything that is below
milk,
the sky.
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17
and streams of oil ﬂowed from
I made wicked people stop oppressing
the rock where my servants pressed the others; it was like someone who breaks
olives.
the teeth of wild animals
7

Whenever I went to the place where
and forces them to drop their victims
the elders gathered at the city gate,
from their teeth.
I sat down with them,

18

At that time I thought, ’Surely I will
and when the young men saw me, they live in peace until I am very old,
stepped aside respectfully,
and I will die at home with my family.
8

fully.

and the old men also stood respect-

9

The leaders of the people used to stop
talking,
10

and even the most important men
became quiet

19

I am like a tree whose roots reach
down into the water
and whose branches become wet with
dew each night.
20

People always honor me,

and I am always strong like a new
and stopped talking in order to hear
bow.’
me speak to them.
21
11
When I spoke, people waited to hear
When they all heard what I told them,
what I would say;
they said good things about me.
they remained silent until I advised
When they saw me, they always praised
them what they should do.
me
22
After I ﬁnished speaking, they did not
12
because I had helped those who were
say
anymore;
poor when they cried out for help,

it was as though my words fell on
and because I aided those who had no
their
ears
like drops of rain.
fathers, those who had no one else to help
23
them.
They waited for me to speak as they
13
wait
for
rain;
Those who were suffering and about
to die praised me,
they liked what I said as farmers apand I caused widows to sing joyfully, preciate the ﬁnal rain in the spring before
the dry season.
because I helped them.
24

When they were sad, I smiled at them
my actions were like a robe that I to encourage them;
wore and like a turban that was wrapped
they became encouraged when they
around my head.
saw my cheerful face.
14

I always acted justly;

15

25
It was as though I myself saw for blind
I was their leader, and I decided what
people
things would be good for them to do;
and walked for people who were lame.
I was among them like a king who is
16

I was like a father to the poor people, among his troops;

and in the courts I defended those
I was like someone who comforts
who were strangers to me.
others who are mourning.”
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Chapter 30

10

They are disgusted with me, and they
stay away from me,

but when they see me, they are happy
”But now, men who are younger than
to spit in my face.
I am make fun of me—
11
It seems as though God had cut my
men whose fathers I greatly
bowstring and caused me to be unable to
despised—
defend myself; he has humbled me,
their fathers, whom I would not even
and my enemies have done to me
have allowed to help my dogs guard my
whatever
they wanted.
sheep.
1

12
Gangs of these people attack me and
They were men who were old and
force me to run away;
weak;
2

what could I gain from having
these men work for me, even when they
thought they were strong?
3

They were very poor and hungry,
so that they chewed on roots at night
in dry and desolate places.

they prepare to destroy me.
13

They prevent me from escaping,

and there is no one to keep them from
attacking me.
14

It is as though I were a city wall and
they had broken through it,

as though they had come crashing
They pulled up plants in the desert and
down
on
me.
ate them;
4

15

they warmed themselves by burning
the roots of broom trees.
5

thief!”

my dignity has been blown away by
Everyone shouted at them, “Stop, the wind,
and my prosperity has disappeared
as clouds disappear.

and drove them from their area.
6

I am very terriﬁed;

16

They were forced to live in riverbeds,

Now I am about to die;
I suffer every day.

in holes in the ground, and in the sides
of cliffs.

17

7

My bones ache during the nights,

In the bushes they howled like animals
and the pain that torments me never
because they were hungry,
stops.
and they huddled together under
18
It is as though God had grabbed my
thornbushes.
clothes
8

They were people without good sense,

coat.

whose names no one knows;

19

they were driven out from the land
where they were born.

and choked me by the collar of my
He has thrown me into the mud;

I am not worth anything more than
Now their children sing songs to make dust and ashes.
fun of me.
20
I cry out to you, God, but you do not
9

They tell jokes about me.

answer me;
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I stand up and pray, but you do not
but now I play only the sad music of
pay any attention.
those who mourn.”
21

You act very cruelly toward me;

with all of your power you cause me
to suffer.

Chapter 31

22

You allow the wind to lift me up and
blow me away;

1

”I made to myself a solemn promise

that I would not look at a young
and you make a violent storm blow woman and want to sleep with her.
me around.
2
If I did not do what I promised,
23
I know that you will cause me to die,
what would God who is in heaven
which is what happens to everyone give me?
who is alive.
Almighty God would certainly not
24

When people experience disasters,

give me any reward!

3
Previously I thought that surely it
they sit on a pile of ruins and cry out
was unrighteous people who would expefor help;
rience calamities,
they certainly cry out for help.
and that it was those who do what is
25
I myself wept for people who were
wrong who would experience disasters.
experiencing troubles,
4
God certainly sees everything that I
and I felt sorry for poor people.
do,
26
However, when I expected good
so why is he causing me to suffer?
things to happen to me, evil things hapIt is as though he were counting every
pened;
step that I take.
when I waited for light, I experienced
5
I solemnly declare that I have never
darkness instead.
acted wickedly
27
I am very distressed all the time;
and have never tried to deceive peoI suffer every day.
ple.
28
6
I go about very discouraged;
I request only that God judge me fairly;

I stand up and plead for people to
if he does that, he will know that I am
help me.
innocent.
29
7
My wailing is as sad as jackals and
If it were true that I had turned away
ostriches in the wilderness.
from walking on the right paths,
30

My skin has become dark and is peelor that I had seen wrong things to do
ing off,
and then did them,
and I have a fever which causes my
or that my hands were stained bebody to feel as though it were burning up cause I had sinned,
with a fever.
8
then I hope that when I plant seeds,
31
Previously, I played joyful music on someone else will harvest the crops and
my harp and with my ﬂute,
eat them,
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and that others will uproot the crops
or that I refused to give poor people
that I have planted.
the things that they wanted,
9

If it is true that I have been attracted
or that I caused widows to live in
by some other man’s wife,
despair, then you do to me whatever you
or that I have hidden myself and must do to me.

waited outside the door to her house,

19

If I had seen people die from cold
because
they had no clothes,
I hope another man will sleep with
my own wife
or that I had seen poor people who
did
not
have clothes to keep them warm,
and that she will sleep with him.
20
11
and they were not able to become
For me to do that would be a terrible
warm from clothes made from the wool of
sin,
my sheep
and the judges would decide that I
and they thanked me for it,
should be punished.
10

21
or if it is true that I threatened to
My adultery would produce in me a
ﬁre like the ﬁre that burns people in hell, strike any orphan
12

and it would burn up everything that
because I knew that the elders at the
I own.
city gates would approve of me, then do to
13
If it is true that I have ever refused me whatever you must do to me.

22
to listen to one of my male or female serFor if those things were true about
vants
me, I hope that my shoulder blade would
when they complained to me about be torn out

something,

and my arm be torn from my shoul-

I hope that God would stand up and der.
23
declare that he will punish me;
I always feared that God would cause
when he does that, what could I do? me to experience a great disaster if I did
any of those evil things,
If he asked me about what I have done,
and I would not have been able to
what would I answer?
endure
the powerful things that he would
15
God, who created me, certainly also
do to punish me.
created my servants;
24
If it is true that I trusted in my gold,
surely he is the one who formed them
25
or that I rejoiced because I had acand me in our mothers’ wombs,
so we all should behave toward each quired many things
14

other in the same way.

and had become very rich,

16-18

26
From the time I was young I have
or that I looked at the sun when it was
taken care of orphans; All my life I have shining,
never given the widowed mothers a reaor that I looked at the beautiful moon,
son to lose hope.
27
and I had been tempted to worship
So if it is true that I ate all my food mythem
self and did not share some of it with orby kissing my hand to honor them,
phans,
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28

those things also would be sins for
and I would approach him like a ruler
which the judges would say that I must be would, without being afraid.
punished
38
If it is true that I have stolen land,
because I would have been rejecting
so that its furrows were like someone
God by doing those things.
who shouted out to accuse me;
29-30

It is not true that I sinned by request39
or that I have eaten the crops that
ing God to curse people who hated me
grew in someone else’s ﬁelds
and to cause them to die because I
without paying for those crops,
was angry with them.
so that the farmers who grew those
It is not true that I was glad when they
crops died from hunger;
were ruined
40
then I wish that thorns would grow
or that I rejoiced when they experiin my ﬁelds instead of wheat,
enced disasters. No!
and that bad weeds would grow in31-32
No one can truthfully that I did not
stead of barley!”
welcome travelers to stay in my house,
That is the end of what Job said to his
or that I did not open my doors to
three friends.
them, but that I forced them to sleep in the
streets!
All the men who work for me certainly know that I have given food to anyone who needed it!
33

Some people try to hide their sins,
but I have never done that;

34

and I never remained silent and refused to go outside
because I was afraid of what people
would say about me,
and that they would hate me.
35

I wish that there was someone who
would hear what I am saying!
I solemnly declare that all that I have
said is true.
I wish that those who oppose me would
write down on a scroll the evil things that
they say that I did.

Chapter 32
1

Then those three men stopped replying
to Job because they could not convince Job
that he had done anything wrong. 2 Then
Elihu son of Barakel, a descendant of Buz,
from the clan of Ram, became very angry
at Job. He was angry because Job continued to claim that he was innocent, and
that God had been wrong to punish him. 3
He was also angry with Job’s three friends
because they had declared that Job must
have done many things that were wrong,
but they could not convince him. 4 Now
Elihu was younger than the others, so he
waited until they had ﬁnished speaking
before he replied to Job. 5 But when Elihu
realized that the three men had no more
to say to Job, he became angry.

6
This is what he said:
If they did that, I would wear that
”I am young, and you all are much older
scroll on my shoulder or on top of my
head, in order that everyone could see it. than I am.
36

37

I would tell God everything that I have
So I was timid, and I was afraid to tell
done,
you what I was thinking.
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7

I said to myself, ’Let those who are
much older speak

and tell him what I know.
18

because older people should be able
to say things that are wise.’

I have plenty to say,
and my spirit forces me to say it.

19

My inner being is like a container
However, the Spirit of Almighty God of wine that is stretching more and more
is within people, and it is he who enables from the fermentation,
them to be wise.
and it will soon burst.
9
Not all people become wise when they
20
I must speak in order that I can rest
are old;
from trying to hold in my words;
not all old people understand what is
I must say something to reply to you
right.
all.
8

10

21
That is why I say to you now, ’Listen
I will speak fairly, not favoring any
to me,
of you,
and allow me to declare what I know.’
and I will not try to ﬂatter anyone.
11

I waited for you all to speak;

22

I really do not know how to ﬂatter
people;
I wanted to hear the wise things that
you would say.
if I did that, God would soon destroy
I waited while you thought carefully me.”
about what you should say.
12

I paid attention carefully,

but surprisingly, none of you was able
to prove that what Job said was wrong.

Chapter 33
1

to all that I am going to say.

13

So do not say to yourselves, ‘We have
discovered what is wise!’

”Now, Job, listen carefully

2

I am ready to tell you what I think.

3
It is God who must refute Job because
In my inner being I know that I am
you three have not been able to do that.
speaking honestly
14
Job was replying to you, not to me,
and that I am speaking sincerely.
4
so I will not reply to him by saying
Almighty God has created me as well
what you three have said.
as you,

and with his breath he has caused me
I tell myself this: These three men are
confused because they have nothing more to live.
to say to Job;
5
So answer what I say if you can;
15

they have nothing more to say to him.

think carefully what you will reply to
me.
But because you do not speak, I cer6
tainly will not wait any longer;
God considers that you and I are both
you merely stand there and do not the same;
16

reply anymore.
17

he formed both of us from clay.

7

So now I also will reply to Job
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I will not speak against you harshly.
8

I have heard you speak,

19

God also corrects us by forcing us to
lie on our beds, suffering much pain
and fever in our bones.

and this is what you have said:

20
The result is that we do not desire any
’I am innocent, and I have not commitfood,
ted any sins;
not even very special food.
I am pure, and I have not done things
21
Our bodies become very thin so that
that are wrong.
we look like a skeleton,
10
But God ﬁnds reasons to accuse me,
and our bones stick out so others can
and he considers that I am his enemy. count them.
11
It is as though he had put my feet in
22
We know that we will soon die
stocks,
and go to the place where dead people
and he watches everything that I do.’ are.
12
23
However, what you have said is
Yet sometimes an angel may come to
wrong,
one of us,
9

and I will tell you what you have said
one of the thousands of angels who
that is wrong.
come to intervene between us and God,
God is much greater than any human.
to tell us what are the right things for
13
us
to
do.
So, why are you arguing against God?
24
He does not have to tell us why he does
The angel is kind to us and says to
anything.
God,
14

God does, indeed, speak to us in various ways,

’Please release that person,

so that he does not descend to the place
but we do not pay any attention to where dead people are!
what he says.
Do that because I have found a way
15
Sometimes he speaks to us at night in for you to keep him from dying!
dreams and visions
25
Please let his body be strong again;
when we are on our beds, heavily
please allow him to be strong like he
asleep.
was when he was young!’
16
26
He reveals things to us in those times;
If that happens, that person will pray
he terriﬁes us by warning us about to God, and God will accept him;
things.
he will enter God’s presence joyfully,
17

He tells us those things in order that
and then he will tell others how God
we may stop doing evil deeds
saved him from dying.
proud.
18

and to prevent us from becoming

27

He will sing as he says to everyone,

’I sinned, and I did things that were not
He does not want us to be destroyed; right,

but God did not punish me in the way
he wants to prevent us from dying
while we are still young.
that I deserved.
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28

5

He has saved me from dying and going to the place where dead people are,
alive.’

and I will continue to enjoy being

29

God does all these things for us many
times;

Job has said, ’I am innocent,
but God has refused to judge me fairly.

6

Even though I have always done what
is right,
he is lying about me.

Even though I have not done what is
he preserves us from dying and going wrong,
to the place where the dead are,
he has caused me to suffer, and I will
in order that we can continue to enjoy certainly die because of this.’
being alive.
7
Is there any person like Job, who in31
So Job, listen to me;
sults others as easily as people accept a
do not say anything more; just allow drink of water?
8
me to speak.
He habitually associates with people
32
who
do what is evil
After I speak, if you have something
30

more that you want to say to me,

and spends time with wicked people.

9
say it, because I would like to ﬁnd a
He certainly does these things, because
way to declare that you are innocent.
he has said, ‘It is useless for people to try
33
However, if you have nothing more to please God.’

that you want to say, then just listen to me,

10

So, you men who claim that you understand
everything, listen to me!
and I will teach you how to become
wise.”
Almighty God would never consider doing anything that is wicked or wrong!

Chapter 34

11

He pays back people for what they
have done;

he gives them what they deserve
for the way that they have conducted their
2
”You men who think that you are very lives.
12
wise, listen to me;
Truly, Almighty God never does what
is
wicked;
listen to what I am saying, you men
who say that you know so much.
he never calls wrongdoing right.
1

Then Elihu continued by saying this:

3

When we hear people talk,

13

No one gave him the authority to rule
we think carefully about what they everything on the earth;
say to know what is good and what is bad,
no one put him in control of the whole
world.
as we taste food to know what is good
to eat.

He has always had that authority.

4

14
We must decide who is saying what is
If he ever thought only about himright,
self and not about us also, and if he ever
and we must ﬁnd out together for stopped making us live,
15

ourselves what is good.
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and their corpses would soon become
and he appoints others to take their
soil again.
places.
16

25
So, Job, if you say that you understand
Because he already knows what they
everything,
have done,

listen to what I am saying.

he removes them at night and gets rid
17
God could certainly never hate was of them.
26
is right and still rule the world.
He strikes them because of the wicked
things
that they have done;
So you really cannot criticize God, who
is righteous and powerful, and you cannot
say that what he has done is wrong, can
you?

many people see him do it.

27

He strikes them down because they
turned away from doing what he wanted
18
He tells some kings that they are them to do
worthless,
and did not pay attention to any of
and he says to some oﬃcials that they his commands.
are wicked.
28
They mistreated poor people;
19
He does not favor rulers more than
those poor people cried out to God for
he favors others;
help,
he does not favor rich people more
and he heard them.
than poor people
29
Yet even if God decides to do nothing
because he created all of them.
to punish wicked people,
20
They often die suddenly;
no one can criticize him.
he strikes them at midnight and they
God controls all nations and all people.
die;
30
He does this so that those who rule
he gets rid of important people withover us may honor him,
out the help of any humans.
so that our rulers do not oppress us.
21
He sees everything that people do;
31
Job, have you or anyone else ever said
when we walk, he watches every step
to God, ’I have certainly committed sin,
that we take.
but I will not sin anymore;
22
There is no gloom or darkness
32
so teach me what sins I have commitin which wicked people can hide from
ted;
God.
if I have done anything that is evil,
23
God does not need to set a time
I will not do it anymore’?
when we will stand in front of him in
33
Job, you object to what God has done
order that he may judge us.
to
you,
He already knows everything about
but do you think that he will do what
24
He destroys important people with- you want him to do?
It is you who must choose what you
out needing to investigate what they have
should say to God, not I;
done,
us.
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tell me what you are thinking about

this.

6

If you have sinned, that cannot harm
God at all.

Even if you do wrong things many,
People who have good sense, those
who are wise and who listen to what I say, many times, that certainly does not hurt
him.
will say to me,
7
In the same way, if you are righteous,
35
’Job is speaking ignorantly;
does that help God?
what he says is nonsense.’
No, nothing you do can help him.
34

36

To you friends of Job, I say this: I think
8
It is other people who can suffer bethat a court should thoroughly try Job,
cause of the wicked things that you do;
because he answers us, his friends, as
In the same way, you might help othwicked men would answer.
ers if you do good things for them.
37

9
To add to the other sins that he has
People cry out because of the many
committed, he is rebelling against God;
things that others do to make them suffer;

God;

he shows us that he does not honor

he makes long speeches saying that
God has punished him unjustly.”

Chapter 35
1

they call for help because of the things
that powerful people do to them.
10

But no one calls out to God

and says, ’Why does God, my creator,
not help me?
He should enable me to sing joyful
songs, instead of very sad songs, during
the night.

Then Elihu also said this:

11

He should be able to teach us more
”Job, do you really think that you have than he teaches the wild animals;
done nothing wrong?
he should enable us to become wiser
You say, ‘God knows that I am innocent,’ than all the birds are!’
2

3

and you also say, ’What good have I
received for not sinning?

12

People cry out for help,
but God does not answer them

What beneﬁt have I received
because those who cry out are proud
that I would not have had, even if I had and evil people.
sinned?’
13
It is useless for them to cry out
4
Well, I will answer you,
because God, the Almighty One, does
and I will answer your three friends, not pay any attention to what they say.
too.
14
So when you complain that you can5
Job, look up at the sky;
not see God,
look at the clouds that are high above

and you tell him that you are waiting
you
for him to decide whether or not you have
and realize that God is far above ev- done wrong,
erything, entirely out of your reach.
he will not listen to you, either!
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Furthermore, you say that because he
he makes them prosper, as if they
does not pay attention when people com- were kings,
mit sins,
and he causes others to honor them
he does not become angry and punish forever.
8
them.
However, if people who commit crimes
16
are
caught,
My friends, you see that Job has said
things that are completely useless,
or if they suffer in prison for having
that he says many things without done wrong,
9
knowing what in the world he is talking
then God shows them what they have
about.”
done;

he shows them the sins that they have
committed,

Chapter 36
1

and he shows them that they have
been arrogant.

Elihu ﬁnished speaking by saying this:

10

He causes them to listen to what he
”Job, be patient with me a little longer is warning them,
and he commands them to turn away
because I have something else to teach
from
doing what is evil.
you.
2

I have something else to say in order
to prove that God does no wrong.
3

I will tell you what I have learned from
many sources,

11

If they listen to him and serve him,

they will prosper and be happy for all
the years that they continue to live.
12

But if they do not listen to him,
they will die violently

in order to show that God, my creator,
is just.

because they understand nothing
4
I will not say anything to you that is about God and what he wants them to do.
13
People who fail to honor God continue
false;
being angry,
I, who am standing in front of
and they do not cry out for help
you, am someone who understands things
very well.
even when God is punishing them.
5

Really, God is very powerful, and he
does not despise anyone,
and he understands everything.

14

They die while they are still young,

disgraced because of their immoral
behavior.

15
God actually rescues people by causHe does not allow wicked people to
remain alive—contrary to what you have ing them to suffer;
claimed,
by aﬄicting them, he causes them to
listen
to what he is telling them.
and he always acts justly toward those
16
who are suffering.
Job, I think that God wants to bring
7
He always watches over those who are you out of your troubles
6

righteous;

and allow you to live without distress;
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he wants your table to be full of very
but we understand those things only
nice food.
a little.
26
How great God is! We are not able to
However, now he is punishing you as
know how great he is,
he would punish the wicked;
17

God has judged you very rightly.
18

Do not let your anger give you an
excuse to mock other people,
and do not let a large amount of money
paid as a bribe

he is.

and we do not understand how old

27

He draws water up from the earth
and puts it in clouds
and causes it to become rain;
28

compel you to ruin your life.

the rain pours down from the sky

and causes abundant showers to fall
If that happens, it certainly will
not help you to cry out when you are dis- on everyone.
29
tressed;
No one can understand how the
none of your strength will help you clouds move across the sky
19

in that case.

or how it thunders in the sky where
20
Do not wish that it would be night- God lives.
30
time in order that you might mistreat othHe causes lightning to ﬂash all around
ers without anyone knowing it;
him,
night is the time when even entire
but he causes the oceans to remain
people groups are destroyed!
dark.
21

deeds,

Be careful not to begin doing evil

31

one,

because God has caused you to suffer
to prevent you from doing evil.

By providing plenty of rain for everyhe gives them abundant food.

32

It is as though he were holding the
Truly, people praise God because he lightning in his hands,
is so powerful;
and then he commands it to strike
there is certainly no teacher who where he wants it to.
teaches what he teaches.
33
When we hear his thunder, we know
22

23

do,

No one has told him what he should that there will be a storm,

and no one has said to him, ‘You have
done what is wrong!’
24

People have always sung songs to
praise him,

and the cattle know it, too.

Chapter 37

1
”My heart pounds when I think about
so you also should never forget to
that.
praise him for what he has done.
2
Listen, all of you, to the thunder,
25
All people have seen what he has
done,
which is like God’s voice.
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13

He sends thunder all across the sky,

Sometimes God sends rain to punish us, sometimes to water the land that
and he sends lighting to the most
he has made,
distant places on the earth.
and sometimes because he wants to
4
After the lightning ﬂashes, we hear the
be very kind to us.
thunder,
14
Job, listen to this;
which is like God’s powerful voice;
stop and think about the wonderful
when he speaks, he does not keep
things that God does.
back the lightning.
15
Do you know how God commands the
5
When God speaks, it causes us to fear
lightning to ﬂash down from his clouds?
him and admire him, as thunder does;
16
Do you know how God decides where
he does amazing things that we cannot
to place the clouds in the sky?
understand.
Can you understand all the wonderful
6
He commands the snow to fall on the
things that God does,
ground,
and how he knows everything and he
and often he makes it rain very hard.
knows them completely?
7
When God does that, it prevents people
17
No, you just sweat there in your hot
from working,
clothing
in order that all people may know
because even the clothes you wear
that he is the one who does these things.
become very hot.
8
When it rains, the animals go into their
Your clothing becomes hot because the
hiding places,
heat builds up
and they stay there until the rain stops.
when the wind comes from the south.
9
The storms come from the place in the
18
Can you stretch out the skies like God
south where they start,
does and make them as hard as a metal
and the cold winds come from the mirror?
north.
19
Job, you know so much! So tell us
10
In the winter water freezes when he what we should say to God;
commands it,
we do not know anything about how
and the lakes become ice.
we should defend ourselves.
11

20

God ﬁlls the clouds with moisture,

and lightning ﬂashes everywhere
from the clouds.
12

He guides the clouds and causes them
to move back and forth

Should I ask someone to tell God that
I want to speak to him?
No, because if I did that, he might
destroy me.
21

You know that people cannot look
directly at the sun

in order that they may accomplish all
that he commands them to do all over the
when it shines brightly in the sky after
the wind has blown the clouds away;
world.
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likewise we certainly cannot look at
When the stars that shine early in the
the brightness of God.
morning sang together,
22

God comes out of the north with a
and someone put in place the stone
light that shines like gold;
that causes the earth to stay in its place,
his glory causes us to be afraid.
23

Almighty God has very great power,

and we do not know how to go near
to him.
He always acts righteously,
and he will never mistreat us.
24

That is the reason that we have an
awesome respect for him;

and all the angels shouted joyfully
when they saw that happen,
who laid that cornerstone?
8

When the seas poured out from under
the earth,
who prevented the water from ﬂooding over the land?
9

It was I, not you, who caused clouds
to come over the seas

he does not pay attention to those who
and caused it to become very dark
proudly, but wrongly, think that they are
under those clouds.
wise.”
10
I set limits for the seas,
and I put barriers so that the water
would not come over the land.

Chapter 38

11
I pointed to the shore and said to the
Then Yahweh spoke to Job from inside a water,
powerful storm. He said to him,
’I permit you to come up to here, but
2
”Who are you to bring confusion to I do not permit you to come any farther.
what I plan to do?
Your powerful waves must stop here!’
You are speaking ignorantly!
12
Job, have you ever commanded the
3
I want to ask you some questions,
morning to begin?
so act like a man and
Have you ever told the sun to start
1

rising and begin a new day?

get ready to answer my questions.

13
Have you ever told the dawn to spread
Where were you when I started to creout over the whole earth
ate the earth?
4

with the result that wicked people run
Since you know so much, tell me
away from the light?
where you were at that time.
5

If it was not I who decided how large
the earth would be, then who decided?

14

When it becomes light after the dawn,

the hills and the valleys become clear
Do you know who stretched a line like a seal gives an image to the clay under
it, or like the folds in a cloth.
around the earth to measure it?
15
When it becomes daylight, the wicked
Since you think that you know so
do not have the darkness that they like;
much, you should surely know that!
6-7

What supports the pillars on which
in the daylight they no longer are able
the earth rests?
to hurt anyone.
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Job, have you traveled to the springs
in the bottom of the ocean from which the
water in the seas comes?

26

Who causes rain to fall in the desert,
in places where no one lives?

27
Who sends the rain that gives moisHave you investigated the very bottom ture to barren areas, areas where nothing
of the oceans?
has grown,
17
Has someone shown you the gates to
so that grass begins to grow again?
the place where dead people are,
28
Does the rain have a father?
the gates to the place where it is very
Does the dew also have a father?
dark among those who are dead?
29
From whose womb does ice come in
18
Do you know how big the earth is?
the winter?
Tell me, if you know all these things!
Who gives birth to the frost that comes
19
Where is the road to the place where down from the sky?
light comes from?
30
In the winter, the water freezes and
Can you tell me where darkness lives? becomes as hard as a rock,
20
Can you take the light and the darkand the surface of lakes becomes
ness to the places where they must do frozen.
their work every day?
31
Job, can you fasten the chains that
Do you know where the road is that hold the stars together in the cluster of the
goes back to their homes?
Pleiades stars?
21

I am sure that you know these things

Can you unfasten the cords of the stars
32
because you were born before the in Orion? Can you tell the stars and planets when they should shine?
time when all things were created;
Can you guide the stars in the groups
you must be very old!
of the Big Bear and the Little Bear?
22
Have you entered the place where I
33
Do you know the laws that the stars
store the snow
must obey?
and the place where I keep the hail?
Can you cause those same laws to rule
23
I store the snow and the hail in or- everything here on the earth?
der that I can use them when people are
34
Can you shout commands up to the
ﬁghting on earth,
clouds and make rain pour down on you?
in times when they are ﬁghting wars.
35
Can you cause ﬂashes of lightning
24
Where is the road to the place from to come down and strike where you want
which I cause the lightning to ﬂash?
them to strike?
Where is the place from where the east
Do those ﬂashes say to you, ‘Where
wind begins to blow over all the earth?
do you want us to strike?’
25

36
Who created the channels in which
Who enables the clouds to know when
the rain comes down from the sky?
they should cause rain to fall?
37
Who makes the roads for the thunder
Who is skilled enough to be able to
count the clouds?
in the air?
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5
Who can tilt the containers of water
Who allows the wild donkeys to go
in the sky to cause the rain to fall
wherever they want away from the cities?
38

so that the dry ground becomes hard

as the dry clods become wet and stick
together?

6

I am the one who has freed them and
put them in the desert plain,
in places where grass does not grow.

7
They do not like the noise in the cities;
When a lioness and her cubs crouch
in their dens or hide in a thicket, waiting
in the desert they do not have to listen
for some animal to pass by that they can to the shouts of those who forced them to
kill,
work.
can you ﬁnd animals for the lioness to
8
They go over the hills to ﬁnd food;
kill
there they search for grass to eat.
so that she and her cubs can eat the
9
Will a wild ox agree to work for you?
meat and not be hungry anymore?
41
Will it allow you to keep it penned up
Who provides dead animals for the
at night in the place where you put feed
raven,
for your animals?
when its young are calling out to me
10
Can you fasten a rope on it
for food,
so that it will plow furrows in your
when they are so weak because of
their lack of food that they stagger around ﬁelds, your ﬁelds in the valley?
39-40

in their nests?

Since it is very strong, can you for that
reason trust it to work for you?

Chapter 39

Can you go away after you tell it what
work it should do and assume that it will
do that work?

11

1

12
”Job, do you know at what time of
Can you rely on it to come back from
the year the female mountain goats give the ﬁeld
birth?
bringing your grain to the place where
Have you watched the wild deer while you thresh it?
their calves were being born?
13
Think also about the ostriches. They
2
Do you know how many months pass joyfully ﬂap their wings,
from the time they become pregnant until
but they have no love for their own
their calves are born?
young.
3
When they give birth, they crouch
14
Ostriches lay their eggs on top of the
down,
ground and then walk away,
and then their labor pangs are done.
leaving the eggs to be warmed in the
4
The young calves grow up in the open sand.
ﬁelds,
15
Ostriches never think about the possiand then they leave their mothers and bility that some wild animal may step on
do not return to them again.
the eggs and crush them.
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24
Ostriches act cruelly toward their
The horses run very quickly, and they
chicks;
speedily cover the ground;

they rush into battle as soon as the
they act as though the chicks belonged
trumpet is blown.
to some other ostrich.
25
They neigh joyfully when they hear
They are not concerned if their chicks
someone
blowing the trumpet.
die,

They can smell a battle even when
that they may have laid their eggs for
they are far away,
nothing.
and they understand what it means
17
That is because I did not allow oswhen the commanders shout their comtriches to be wise.
mands to their soldiers.
I did not enable them to be intelligent.
26
Think about big birds. Are you the one
However, when they get up and begin who enabled hawks to spread their wings
to run,
and ﬂy to the south for the winter?
18

27
they scornfully laugh at horses with
Do eagles ﬂy high up into the cliffs to
their riders
make their nests

because you commanded them to do
because the horses cannot run as fast
that?
as the ostriches!
28

19

Also, think about horses. Job, are you
the one who made the horses to be strong?

They live in holes in those cliffs.

They are safe in those high pointed
Are you the one who put ﬂowing rocks because no animals can reach them
there.
manes on their necks?
29
As they watch carefully from there,
20
Are you the one who enabled them to
they see animals far away that they
leap forward like locusts?
can kill.
When they snort, they cause people
30
After an eagle kills an animal,
to be afraid.
the baby eagles drink the blood of
They paw the ground, rejoicing bethat animal;
cause they are very strong,
they gather wherever there are dead
as they prepare to rush into battle.
people lying on the ground.”
22
It is as if they were laughing at
the thought of being afraid. They are not
afraid of anything!
21

They do not run away when the soldiers in the battle are ﬁghting each other
with swords.

Chapter 40
1

Then Yahweh said to Job,
2

”Do you still want to argue with me,
the
Almighty
One?
The quivers containing the riders’ arrows rattle against the horses’ sides,
Since you criticize me, you should be
and the spears and javelins ﬂash in able to answer my questions!”
23

the light of the sun.

3
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”Now I realize that I am completely
and say that truly you can save yourworthless. So how could I answer those self by your own ability.
questions?
15
Think also about hippopotamuses.
I will put my hand over my mouth
I made you, and I made them also.
and not say anything.
They eat grass, like oxen do.
5
I have already said more than I should
16
Their legs are very strong,
have said,
and the muscles of their bellies are
so now I will say nothing more.”
very powerful.
6
Then Yahweh again spoke to Job from in17
Their tails are stiff like the branches
side a powerful storm. He said,
of a cedar tree.
7

”I want to ask you some questions,

The muscles of their thighs are close
together.

so act like a man and

18

get ready to answer my questions.
8

Are you going to accuse me and say
that I am unjust?

Their thigh bones are like tubes made
of bronze,
and the bones of their legs are like
bars made of iron.

Are you going to say that what I have
19
Hippopotamuses are among the
done is wrong, in order that you can say
strongest of the animals that I made,
that what you have done is right?
and I, who created them, am the only
9
Do you have the same amount of one who can kill them.
power as I do?
20
On the hills grows food for them to
Can your voice sound as loud as thun- eat
der, as mine can?
while many other wild animals play
10
If you can do that, then put on the nearby.
robes
21
They lie down in the water under the
that show that you are glorious and lotus plants;
are greatly honored!
they hide in tall reeds in the swamps.
11
Show that you are very angry;
22
The hippopotamuses ﬁnd shade unshow that you have the right to hum- der the lotus plants,
ble people who are very proud!
and they are surrounded by willow
12
Humble those proud people just by trees growing in the streams.
23
looking at them angrily!
They are not disturbed by raging,
ﬂooding rivers;
Crush wicked people quickly!

they are not even disturbed when
rivers like the Jordan River rush over
Send them to the place where dead them.
people are,
24
No one can catch them with hooks
where they will not be able to get out!
or by piercing their noses with the
14
If you do that, I will congratulate you teeth of a trap!
13

Bury them in the ground!
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Chapter 41
1

So, since I am much more powerful than they are, who would dare to cause
me to be angry?

”Think also about crocodiles.

11

Can you catch them with a ﬁshhook

Also, everything on the earth is mine.

Therefore, no one is able to give anything to me and require me to pay money
2
Can you put ropes through their noses for it!
to control them
12
I will tell you about how strong
or thrust hooks through their jaws? crocodiles’ legs are
or fasten their jaws with a rope?

3

Will they plead with you to act merciand how strong their well formed
fully toward them
bodies are.
13
or use sweet talk in order that you
Can anyone strip off their hides?
will not harm them?
Can anyone pierce through their dou4
Will they make an agreement with you ble layer of armor?
to work for you,
14
Can anyone pry open their jaws,
to be your slaves as long as they live? which have terrible teeth in them?
5
15
Can you make them into pets like you
They have rows of scales on their back
do birds?
which are as hard as rock.
Can you put a leash around their
16
The scales are very close together;
necks so that your servant girls can play
with them?
not even air can get between them.
6

17
Will men who partner in selling ﬁsh
The scales are joined very closely to
try to sell them in the market?
each other,

Will they cut a crocodile up into pieces
and sell the meat?

and they cannot be separated.
18

When crocodiles sneeze, the tiny
Can you pierce crocodiles through drops of water that come out of their
their hides by throwing ﬁshing spears at noses sparkle in the sunlight.
them?
Their eyes are red like the rising sun.
Can you pierce their heads with a
19
It is as though sparks of ﬁre poured
harpoon?
out of their mouths.
8
If you grab one of them with your
20
Smoke pours out of their nostrils
hands, it will give you a battle that you will
as steam comes out of a pot that is put
never forget,
over a very, very hot ﬁre.
and you will never try to do it again!
21
Their breath can cause coals to blaze
9
It is useless to even hope to subdue
and ﬂames to shoot out from their
them.
mouths.
Anyone who tries to subdue one of
22
Their necks are very strong;
them will fall to the ground out of fear.
7

10

gry.

No one dares to make a crocodile an-

wherever they go, they make people
very afraid.
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32
The folds in their ﬂesh are very close
As they go through the water, their
together
wakes glisten.

People who see it would think that
the foam had become white hair.

and are very hard.
24

They are fearless

33
There are no creatures on earth that
because the inner parts of their bodies
I have created as fearless as crocodiles.
are as hard as a rock,
34
They are the proudest of all the creaas hard as the lower millstone on
tures;
which people grind grain.
they are like kings over all the other
25
When they rise up, they cause even wild animals.”
very strong people to be terriﬁed.

As a result, people fall back.
26

swords;

People cannot injure them with

spears, arrows, or or other weapons
with sharp points cannot injure them, either.

Chapter 42
1

Then Job replied to Yahweh. He said,
2

”I know that you can do everything

and that no one can stop you from
27
They certainly are not afraid of doing what you want to do.
3
weapons made of straw or rotten wood,
You asked me, ‘Who are you to bring
confusion
to what I plan to do? You are
but they are not even afraid of
speaking ignorantly!’
weapons made of iron or bronze!
28
It is true that I spoke about things that
Shooting arrows at them does not
I did not understand,
cause them to run away.
Hurling stones at them from a sling
is like hurling bits of chaff at them.

things that are very amazing,

things about which I know nothing.

4
You said to me, ’Listen while I talk to
They are not afraid of clubs anymore
than they would be afraid of men throw- you.
ing bits of straw at them,
I want to ask you some questions,
and they laugh when they hear a spear
so prepare yourself to answer them.’
coming at them.
5
I had heard about you previously by
30
Their bellies are covered with scales rumor,
that are as sharp as broken pieces of potbut now it is as though I have seen
tery.
you with my own eyes.
When they drag themselves through
6
Therefore I am ashamed of what I said,
the mud,
and I sit in dust and ashes to show
their bellies tear up the ground like a
that I am sorry for what I said.”
plow.
7
After Yahweh said these things to Job, he
31
They stir up the water and cause it to said to Eliphaz, ”I am angry with you and
foam
your two friends, Bildad and Zophar, beas they churn through it.
cause you did not say true things about
29
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me, as my servant Job did. 8 So now you
must take to Job seven young bulls and
seven rams and kill them and burn them
on the altar as a sacriﬁce for yourselves.
Then Job will pray for you, and I will do
what he requests me to do. I will forgive
you for speaking wrongly about me. I will
not punish you, even though you deserve
to be punished, because what you said
about me was not right.”
9

So Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar did what
Yahweh commanded them to do, and Yahweh did what Job requested him to do for
the three of them.
10

After Job prayed for his three friends,
Yahweh healed him and caused him to become rich again. Yahweh gave him twice
as many things as he had before. 11 Then
all his brothers and sisters, and all the people who had known him before, came to
his house, and they had a feast together.
They consoled him because of all the troubles that Yahweh had allowed to happen
to him. Each of them gave Job a piece of
silver and a gold ring.
12

Then Yahweh blessed Job in the second half of his life more than he had
blessed him in the ﬁrst half of his life. He
now acquired fourteen thousand sheep,
six thousand camels, one thousand oxen,
and one thousand female donkeys. 13 And
he also had seven more sons and three
more daughters. 14 He named the ﬁrst
daughter Jemimah, he named the second
daughter Keziah, and he named the third
daughter Keren Happuch. 15 In all of the
land of Uz, there were no young women
who were as beautiful as the daughters of
Job, and Job declared that they would inherit some of his possessions, just as their
brothers would inherit some.
16

After that, Job lived 140 more years.
Before he died, he saw his great-greatgrandchildren. 17 He was very old when
he died.
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Psalm 2
1

Why do the leaders of nations rage
against Yahweh?

Psalm 1

Why do people plan to rebel against
him,
even
though it is in vain?
How fortunate are those who do not
2
do what the wicked people advise them to
The kings of the nations on earth predo,
pare to revolt;
1

who do not imitate the behavior of sinthe rulers plot together to ﬁght against
ful people,
Yahweh and against his Anointed One.
3
and who do not join with people who
They shout, ”We should free ourselves
ridicule God.
from their control;
2

Instead, those with whom Yahweh is
we should not let them rule over us
pleased delight in understanding what he any longer!”
teaches us.
4
But the one who sits on his throne in
They read and think every day and heaven laughs at them;
every night about what Yahweh teaches.
the Lord ridicules those rulers.
3

5
They constantly do things that please
Then, because he is angry with them,
God,
he rebukes them.
just as fruit trees that have been
He causes them to be terriﬁed when
planted along the banks of a stream pro- they realize that he will furiously punish
duce fruit at the right time every year.
them.
6
Like trees that never wither,
Yahweh says, “I have put my king
on
a
throne
on Zion, my sacred hill in
they succeed in everything that they
Jerusalem.”
do.
4

7

But wicked people are not like that!

chaff

Wicked people are as worthless as

His king says, ”I will proclaim what
Yahweh has decreed.
He said to me, ’You are my son;
today I have become your father.

that is blown away by the wind.

8

5

Therefore, when God judges all
mankind, he will condemn the wicked.
Furthermore, the wicked will not be
present when Yahweh gathers all the righteous people together.

Request me to give you the nations

nently,

so that they belong to you perma-

and I will give them to you.

Even the most remote nations will be
6
For Yahweh guides and protects righ- yours.
9
teous people,
You will strike them down with an iron
rod;
but the path that the wicked walk
on leads them to where God will destroy
like the potter crashes his pot into
them forever.
pieces when he throws it on the ground,
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that is how you will break them up
into small pieces.

but I am not afraid.
7

10

So then, you kings and other rulers
on the earth, act wisely!
you!
11

him.

Yahweh, arise!
My God, come and rescue me again!

Listen to what Yahweh is warning

You will insult my enemies by slapping
them on their cheeks;

Worship Yahweh; fervently honor

when you strike them, you will destroy
their power,

with the result that they cannot hurt
Rejoice about the things he has done,
anyone.
but tremble before him!
8
Yahweh, you are the one who saves
12
Bow down humbly before his son!
your people from their enemies.
If you do not do that, he will be angry,
Yahweh, bless your people!
and he will suddenly kill you.
Do not forget that he can, in one moment, show that he is very angry!
But how fortunate are all those who
request him to protect them.

2

Act mercifully toward me and listen
There are many people who oppose to me while I pray.
2

How long will you people shame me
instead of honoring me?

Many people are saying about me,
“God will certainly not help him.”

You people love to falsely accuse me.

3

But Yahweh, you are like a shield
that protects me.
You greatly honor me, and you encourage me.
4

God, answer me when I pray to you.

You rescued me when I was in great
trouble.

Yahweh, I have many enemies!

me.

1

You are the one who shows people
that I am right to trust in you.

Psalm 3
1

Psalm 4

I cry out to you, Yahweh,

3

All those who honor Yahweh—
he has chosen them to belong to him.

Yahweh will listen to me when I pray to
him.

4
You should be afraid of Yahweh, but
and you answer me from Zion, your
do not allow your fear to cause you to sin.
sacred hill.
While you lie on your bed,
5
At night I lay down and slept, and I
silently examine what you are thinkwoke up in the morning
ing in your inner being.
because you, Yahweh, took care of me
5
Also, offer to Yahweh the proper sacall during the night.
6
There may be thousands of enemy sol- riﬁces

diers who surround me,

and continue trusting in him.
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6

Some people ask, “Will somone please
bring good things to us?”
But I say, ”Yahweh, continue to act
kindly toward us.
7

You have caused me to be very happy;

I come into your temple.
I have an awesome respect for you
and I will bow down to worship you
at your sacred temple.

8
Yahweh, because you act righteously
I am happier than people who toward me,
have harvested a great amount of grain
show me what is right for me to do.
and grapes.
8

It is in peace and security that I will
lie down at night and sleep soundly

Because I have many enemies,

show me clearly how to live in the
because I know that it is only you, right way.
Yahweh, who will keep me safe.”
9
My enemies never say what is true;
in their inner beings they want to
destroy others.

Psalm 5
1

Yahweh, listen to me while I pray!

Pay attention to me when I am groaning because I am suffering very much.
2

You are my king and my God.

They speak threats of violence and
death.
They use their tongues to say good
things to please people.
10

O God, declare that they are guilty
When I call to you to request you to help and punish them.
me, listen to me
Cause them to experience the same
because you are the one to whom I disasters that they plan to cause to happen
pray.
to others.
3
You listen to me when I pray to you
Get rid of them because they have comeach morning,
mitted many sins,
and I wait for you to reply.
and they have rebelled against you.
4
You are not a god who is pleased with
11
But cause that all those who go to you
wicked people;
to be protected will rejoice;
you will never welcome those who do
cause them to sing joyfully to you
what is evil.
forever.
5
You do not allow those who are proud
Protect those who love you;
to come to you to worship you.
You hate all those who do evil things.
6

You get rid of liars,

they are truly happy because of what
you do for them.

12
Yahweh, you always bless those who
and you despise those who murder
act righteously;
others and those who deceive others.
7

you protect them as a soldier protects
Yahweh, because you greatly and faithfully love me,
himself with his shield.
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Psalm 6

because they will be disgraced.

1

Yahweh, do not correct me when you
are angry with me;

Psalm 7

do not punish me when you are upset.

1

Yahweh my God, I come to you to proYahweh, act kindly toward me and tect me.
heal me because I have become weak.
Rescue me, save me from all those who
2

My body shakes because I am experi- are pursuing me in order to harm me.
2
encing so much sorrow.
If you do not do that, they will tear me
3
Yahweh, I am greatly troubled in my into pieces
inner being.
like a lion does when it attacks the
animals
it wants to kill;
How long must I endure this?
4

Yahweh, please come and rescue me.

no one will save me from them.

3
Yahweh my God, suppose that I have
Save me because you always keep the
done anything that is wrong,
promises of your covenant.
4
or that I have done evil to some
5
I will not be able to praise you after I
friend,
die;

or that, for no good reason, I have
no one in the place where the dead
harmed my enemies.
are praise you.
5
Then allow my enemies to pursue me
6
I am exhausted because of my pain.
and capture me.
I cry all night long so that my bed and
Allow them to trample me into the
my pillow are drenched by my tears.
ground
7
Because I cry so much, I cannot see
and leave me lying dead in the dirt.
well.
6
Yahweh, because you are very angry
My eyes have become weak because with those who pursue me,
I constantly cry in fear of my enemies.
arise and attack the ones attacking
8
You people who do evil things, get me!
away from me,
Do to them what you have said is just!
because Yahweh heard me when I
7
The people of all nations gather
was crying!
around you to attack you,
9
Yahweh heard me when I called out
but you will rule them from where
for him to help me,
you are in heaven.
and he will answer my prayer.
8
Yahweh, judge the people of all na10
When that happens, all my enemies tions!
will be ashamed;
Yahweh, show that I have done noththey will be the ones who are terriﬁed. ing wrong.
9
They will turn away from me and sudGod, you know what every person is
thinking in his inner being
denly leave me
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and because you are righteous, you
always do what is just.
So now stop evil people from doing
wicked deeds,
teous!

and defend all of us who are righ-

10

God, you protect me as a shield protects soldiers;

Psalm 8
1

Yahweh our Lord, people all over the
world know that you are very great!
We see your greatness every time we
look toward the heavens!
2

You have taught little children and
you rescue all those who are righteous infants to praise you;
in their inner being.
they cause your enemies and those
11
You judge everyone correctly,
who try to get revenge on you to be silent.
and every day you punish wicked
people who insult your law.
12

pent,

Whenever your enemies do not re-

3

I look up at the sky at night

and see the things that you have
made—

the moon and the stars that you have
it is as though you sharpen your sword
set
in
place.
and put a string on your bow to get ready
to kill them.
4
It is amazing to me that you think
13
You are preparing your weapons to about people,
kill those whom you strike;
that you are concerned about us huthe arrows that you will shoot have mans!
ﬂaming tips.
5
You made the angels in heaven to be
14
Wicked people plot their lies and evil
only a little more important than we are;
things,
they plan and take delight in their
thoughts like a pregnant woman who is
planning to give birth.
15

But when they dig a deep pit to trap
others,

you caused us to be like kings!
6

You put us in charge of everything that
you made;
you gave us authority over all things—

they themselves will fall into it.

7

16

They themselves will experience the
trouble that they want to cause others to
have;
they will hurt themselves by the violent things that they want to do to others.
17

I praise Yahweh because he always
acts righteously;

the sheep and the cattle,
and even the wild animals,

8

the birds, the ﬁsh,

and everything else that swims in the
seas.
9

Yahweh our Lord,

I sing to praise Yahweh, the one who
people all over the world know that
is much greater than any other god.
you are very great!
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Psalm 9

11

Yahweh rules on Mount Zion;
praise him and sing to him.

1

Yahweh, I will praise you with all of
Tell the people of all the nations the
my inner being.
marvelous things that he has done.
I will tell others about all the wonder12
He does not forget to punish those
ful things that you have done.
who have murdered others;
2

I will sing to celebrate what you, who
are much greater than all other gods, have
done.
3

When my enemies realize that you are
very powerful,
they stumble, and then they are killed.
4

You sit on your throne to judge people,

he will punish them,
and he will not ignore people who are
crying because they are suffering.
13

Yahweh, act mercifully toward me!

Look at the ways that my enemies have
injured me.

Do not allow me to die because of
and you have judged fairly concerning
these injuries.
me.
14
I want to live in order that I can praise
5
You rebuked the people of other nayou at the gates of Jerusalem
tions,
and you have gotten rid of the wicked
me.
people;
you have erased their names forever.
6

Our enemies have disappeared;
you destroyed their cities,

15

It is as though the wicked people of
many nations have dug a pit for me to fall
into,

and people do not even remember pit.
them anymore.
7

But Yahweh rules forever.

and to rejoice because you rescued

but they have fallen into that same

It is as though they have spread out a
net to catch me,

He judges people while he sits on his
but their feet have been caught in that
throne.
same net.
8

16
He will judge all the people in the
Because of what you have done, peoworld justly;
ple know that you make justice happen;
he will be fair when he judges the
you allow wicked people to be trapped
people of every nation.
by the same evil things that they them-

Yahweh will be a refuge for those who selves do.
17
are oppressed;
Wicked people will all die and be
he will be like a shelter for them when buried in their graves;
they have trouble.
their spirits will go to be with all those
9

10

Those who know Yahweh trust in him; who have forgotten about you.

18
he never abandons those who come
But you will not forget those who are
to him for help.
needy;
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what they conﬁdently expect will
it seems that everything he does is
never be in vain.
successful.
19

Yahweh, do not allow our enemies to
He cannot even understand your comconquer us
mands, God,
just because they are strong;

and then he mocks his enemies.

6
You see what the people do and you
In his mind he thinks, ”Nothing bad
bring justice to them all.
can happen to me!
20

Yahweh, teach them that they must
As long as I live, I will never have
be afraid of you and honor you.
troubles.”
7
Cause them to know that they are only
When he speaks he always curses and
human beings.
tells lies,
and he makes threats against others.

Psalm 10

When he talks, he only speaks about
hurting or destroying other people.

1

8
Yahweh, why do you keep yourself far
He makes plans to attack the people livaway from us?
ing in the villages, people who have done
Why do you not pay attention when nothing wrong.

we have troubles?

He waits in places where he can hide

2

Proud, wicked people, have a terrible
while he keeps looking for more peodesire within them to make poor people ple he can attack,
suffer.
people who cannot defend themselves.
God, make them fall into their own
9
He waits for his victims like a lion who
traps, so that what they did to others may
crouches down,
be done to them!
and just like the lion, he hides in the
3
The wicked person boasts about the
bushes.
evil things he wants to do.

He is like the hunter who spreads out
He desires to own the things that
others have, and he does not want them the net
to own more things than he has.
so he can catch helpless people and
drag
them
away.
He boasts about all the things he owns,
10
while he curses you, Yahweh.
The helpless people are crushed by
4
the
wicked
person’s plans
The wicked person is so proud
and all the things he does.

he never looks for God

He is powerful, and when he opposes
and if he did look for God, he would
the helpless people,
not ﬁnd him.
God.

He is too proud to even think about

he always takes away from them whatever he wants.

5

11
But, looking at the life of the wicked
The wicked person says, ”God cannot
man,
remember what I did.
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2
His eyes are covered, and he cannot
It is true that wicked people have hidsee anything that I have done.”
den in the darkness,
12

Yahweh, arise! God, strike him down!

Do not forget those who are suffering!

that they have pulled back their bowstrings and aimed their arrows

to shoot them at people who honor
Why does the most wicked person
Yahweh.
curse you, God, and turn away from you?
3
When wicked people do not suffer for
Does he think, “God can never punish
disobeying the laws,
me”?
what can righteous people do?
14
God, you do see the trouble and the
4
But Yahweh is sitting on his throne in
distress that the wicked person causes.
his sacred temple in heaven,
And you will strike the wicked man
and he sees everything that people
and punish him for all that he does.
do.
15
God, destroy the power of the person
5
Yahweh examines what righteous peowho is wicked and evil!
ple do and what wicked people do,
Make him pay for those evil things he
and he hates those who love to injure
did,
others.
those things that he thought God
6
He will send down from the sky
would not ﬁnd out about him.
ﬂaming coals and burning sulfur on the
16
Yahweh is king forever!
wicked;
He will drive out foreign people from
he will send scorching hot winds to
his land.
punish them.
13

17

7
Yahweh, when the people who suffer
Yahweh does everything that is right,
cry out to you, you listen.
and he loves those who do what is right;
You hear them when they pray and
such people will come into his presyou encourage them.
ence.
18
You defend the orphans and oppressed people

when the strong and the wicked work
to do them harm.

Psalm 12

1
Yahweh, help us! It seems like people
And so, no one has to worry or be
who honor you are no more,
terriﬁed anymore.
that those who are loyal to you have
all vanished.

Psalm 11
1

I trust that Yahweh will protect me.

2

Everyone tells lies to other people;

they deceive others by ﬂattering them,
but they tell lies.

3
So I do not ﬂy off to the mountains
Yahweh, we wish that you would cut
off their tongues
like birds do.
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so that they cannot continue to boast.

Restore my strength, or I will die.

4

4
They say, ”By telling lies we will get
Do not allow my enemies to boast and
what we want;
to say, “We have defeated him!”

we control what we say, so no one
can tell us what we should do!”

Do not allow them to defeat me,

with the result that they will rejoice
But Yahweh replies, ”I have seen the about it!
violent things that they have done to help5
But I trust that you will faithfully love
less people;
me;
I have heard those people groaning,
I will rejoice when you rescue me.
so I will arise and rescue the people
6
Yahweh, you have done many good
who are wanting me to help them.”
things for me,
6
Yahweh, you always do what you have
so I will sing to you.
promised to do;
5

what you have promised is as precious
and pure as silver
that has been heated seven times in
a furnace to get rid of all the impure material.
7

Yahweh, we know that you will protect
us who honor you
from those wicked people,
8

Psalm 14
1

Only foolish people say to themselves,
“There is no God!”
People who say those things only do
corrupt deeds;
there is not one of them who does
what is good.

those who strut around proudly,

2
while people praise them for doing
From heaven Yahweh looks down at
evil deeds.
everyone;

he looks to see if anyone is very wise,

Psalm 13

wise enough to desire to know him.
3

Everyone turns away from YahYahweh, how long will you continue weh. They are depraved and do disgusting, ﬁlthy things.
to forget about me?
1

ever?

No one does what is good.

Will you hide yourself from me for4

Will those evil people never learn what
God
will do to punish them?
How long must I endure anguish
within myself?
They act violently toward Yahweh’s peo2

Must I be miserable every day?

How long will my enemies continue
to defeat me?

ple and want to consume them like one
who eats food consumes it,

3

and they never pray to Yahweh.

5
Yahweh my God, look at me and anBut some day they will become very
swer me.
terriﬁed
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because God helps those who act righand they never accept bribes in orteously and will punish those who reject der to lie about people who have not done
him.
anything wrong.
Those who do those things will always
Those who do evil may prevent helpless people from doing what they plan to live in safety.
do,
6

but Yahweh protects them.
7

Out of Zion Yahweh will come and
rescue the Israelite people!

Psalm 16
1

He will make his people free again
and will bring them back to their home.

God, protect me

because I go to you to keep me safe!

2
I said to Yahweh, ”You are my Lord;
On that day all of us Israelite people
all the good things that I have come from
will rejoice, and we, who are also called
you.”
the descendants of Jacob, will be happy.
3

People who try to be holy who live in
this land are wonderful;

Psalm 15

I delight to be with them.

4
Those who choose to worship other
Yahweh, who are allowed to enter your
gods will have many things that cause
sacred tent?
them to be sad.
Who are allowed to live on your saI will not join them when they make
cred mountain?
sacriﬁces to their gods;
1

2

Only those who always do what is right
I will not even join them in speaking the
and do not sin may do that,
names of their gods.
those who always speak the truth.
5
Yahweh, you are the one whom I have
3

chosen,

They do not slander others.

and you give me great blessings.

They do not do to others things that are
wrong,

You protect me and control what hapand they do not say bad things about pens to me.
6
anyone.
Yahweh has given me a wonderful
4
People who honor God hate those place in which to live;

whom he has rejected,

I am delighted with all the things that
he
has
given me.
but they respect those who have a
7
fearful respect for Yahweh.
I will praise Yahweh, the one who
They do what they have promised to do teaches me;
that.

even if it causes them trouble to do

even at night he tells my heart what is
right for me to do.

5

They lend money to others without
charging interest,
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9

Therefore I am glad; I am honored to
I have not acted like those who do not
praise him,
know your law.
5

and I can rest securely
10

because you, Yahweh, will not allow
me to remain in the place where the dead
people are,

I have always done what you told me
to do;
I have never failed to do those things.
6

O God, I am praying to you because
you
answer
me;
and you will not allow me, someone
who has been faithful to the covenant, to
please listen to what I am saying.
stay there.
7
Continue to show me your love as you
11
You will show me the road that leads promised you would do.
to where I receive eternal life,
By your great power you protect all

and you will make me joyful when I am who trust in you; you keep them safe from
their enemies.
with you.
8

Protect me as carefully as people proI will have pleasure forever when I am
tect
their
own eyes;
at your right hand.
protect me like birds protect their
babies under their wings.

Psalm 17

9

me,

1

Do not allow wicked people to attack

Yahweh, listen to me while I plead with
those enemies of mine who surround,
you to act justly toward me.
wanting to kill me.
10
Hear me while I call out to you to help
They are proud of their riches and
me.
success,
Pay attention to what I say while I pray
11

because I am speaking honestly.
2

but they have no mercy on anyone.

You are the one who is able to declare
that I am innocent;

me.

They have hunted for me and found

They surround me, watching for an opportunity to throw me to the ground and
please agree to do what is right for
kill me.

me.

12

They are like lions that are ready to
If you come to me at night to learn tear apart the animals that they capture;
what I think,
They are like young lions that are
if you see what I think in my heart,
hiding, waiting to jump on their prey.
13
you will know that I have determined
Yahweh, arise, attack my enemies,
to never tell any lies; you will ﬁnd that I and defeat them!
do not think evil things.
With your sword save me from those
4
I have not acted like those who do not wicked people!
honor you;
14
Yahweh, by your power rescue me
I have always acted in the power of from those people who are interested only
what you have instructed me;
in things here in this world.
3
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8
But you provide plenty of food for those
He was so angry that it was as
whom you love dearly;
though smoke poured out from his nostrils, as though burning coals came out of
their children also have many things
his mouth!
that their grandchildren will inherit.
9
He opened the sky and came down
15
Yahweh, because I act in the right way,
with a black cloud under his feet.
I will be with you one day.
10
He ﬂew, riding on the back of an angel
When I awake after I die, I will see traveling fast, which the wind was blowyou face to face, and then I will be happy. ing along.
11

Psalm 18

Darkness was all around him like
a blanket; dark clouds, full of water moisture, covered him.
12

Hailstones and ﬂashes of lightning
Yahweh, I love you, the one who en- were around him; hail and burning coals
ables me to be strong.
fell down from the sky.
2
13
Yahweh is like a huge rock; when I am
Then Yahweh shouted loudly from
on top of it, my enemies cannot reach me. the sky, and to his enemies, it sounded
He is like a strong fortress; I run into it to like thunder. Yahweh, the Supreme God,
be safe.
rained hailstones on them and caused
1

He protects me like a shield protects lightning to ﬂash against them.
14
a soldier; he is the one whom I trust to
He shot his arrows at them and caused
keep me safe; he defends me by his great them to scatter; his ﬂashes of lightning
power!
caused them to become very confused.
3

15
I called out to Yahweh, who deserves
The bottom of the ocean became visifor me to praise him, and he rescued me ble, and the water uncovered the foundafrom my enemies.
tions of the earth when Yahweh rebuked
4
All around me were dangerous sit- his enemies

uations in which I might die; it was as
with the breath that came in his anger!
though there were huge waves that al16
It was as though he reached down
most crashed on me and killed me.
from heaven and grabbed me and pulled
5
It was as though the place where dead me up out of the deep ocean.
17
people are had ropes that were wrapped
He rescued me from my strong
around me, or it was as though there was enemies who hated me; they were very
a trap that would seize and kill me.
strong, and I could not defeat them by myBut when I was very distressed, I called self.
18
out to Yahweh, and far off in his temple he
When I was distressed, they attacked
heard me.
me, but Yahweh defended me.
6

19
He listened to me when I cried out for
He made me completely safe; he reshelp.
cued me because he was pleased with me.
7

20
Then Yahweh became angry, and the
Yahweh has rewarded me because
earth quaked, and the mountains shook to I do what is right; he has blessed me betheir very foundations!
cause I am innocent.
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I have obeyed Yahweh’s laws; I have battles.
not abandoned him.
35
Yahweh, you protect and save me
22
I have followed his decrees; I have with your shield; you are strong and have
not stopped obeying them.
therefore kept me safe. I have become
23
He knows that I have not done what strong because you have helped me.

is wrong and that I have kept myself from
36
You have made a safe path for me,
sinning.
with the result that now I do not slip.
24
So he rewards me because I do what is
37
I pursued my enemies and caught
right; he knows that I have not committed
them; I did not stop until I had defeated
sins.
them all.
25
Yahweh, you are faithful to those
38
When I strike them, they are not able
who faithfully do your covenant; you always do what is good to those who do not to get up again; they lie on the ground, defeated.
do evil.
39
26
You have enabled me to be strong
You are kind to those who are honest
in
order
that I can ﬁght battles and defeat
toward others, but you act wisely toward
my enemies.
those who act dishonestly.
40
You delivered my enemies to me, for
You save those who are humble, but
me
to
strike them on their necks. I have
you humiliate those who are proud.
gotten rid of all those who hated me.
28
You keep me alive, and you will con41
tinue to do so.
They shouted for someone to
29
You enable me to be strong, so that I help them, but no one saved them. They
can attack and defeat a line of enemy sol- shouted out to Yahweh, but he did not help
diers; with your help I can scale the walls them.
27

that surround my enemies’ cities.

42

I crushed them to powder, and they
Everything that Yahweh my God does became like the dust that the wind blows
is perfect. We can depend on him to do away; I threw them out like people throw
dirt out into the streets.
what he promises.
30

43
You enabled me to defeat those who
He is like a shield to protect all those
fought against me and appointed me to be
who go to him to be safe.
the ruler of many nations; people whom
31
Yahweh is the only one who is God;
I did not know about previously are now
only he is like a huge rock on top of which
slaves in my kingdom.
we can be safe.
44
When foreigners hear about me, they
32
God is the one who enables me to
be strong and who keeps me safe on the cringe and they obey me.

roads that I walk on.

45

They are no longer courageous, and
from
their holes where they were hiding
He enables me to walk swiftly without stumbling as a deer walks in the moun- they come to me trembling.
tains.
46
Yahweh is alive! Praise the one who is
33

34

He teaches me how to use a strong like a huge rock on top of which I am safe!
bow in order that I can use it to ﬁght in Exalt the God who saves me!
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5
He enables me to get revenge on my
it rises each morning like a bridegroom
enemies; he causes me to defeat nations who is happy as he comes out of his bedand to rule over them.
room after his wedding.

It is like a strong athlete who is very
it is Yahweh who rescues me from my
enemies. He has lifted me up high so that eager to start running in a race.
6
violent men could not reach me and harm
The sun rises at one side of the sky and
me.
goes across the sky and sets on the other
49
So I praise him, and I tell the nations side;
the great things that he has done.
nothing can hide from its heat.
48

50

7
He has enabled me, his king, to powThe instructions that Yahweh has
erfully defeat my enemies; he faithfully given us are perfect;
loves me as he promised in his covenant.
they revive us.
He loves me, David, the one he has choWe can be sure that the things that
sen to be king, and he will faithfully love Yahweh has told us will never change,
my descendants forever.
and by learning them people who
have not been previously taught will become wise.

Psalm 19

8

Yahweh’s laws are fair;

when we obey them, we become joyWhen people look at everything that
ful.
God has placed in the skies, they can see
The commands of Yahweh are clear,
that he is very great;
1

and by reading them we start to unthey can see the great things that he
derstand how God wants us to behave.
has created.
9
It is good for people to revere Yahweh;
2
Day after day it is as though the sun
proclaims the glory of God,

and night after night it is as though the
moon and stars say that they know that
God made them.
3

They do not really speak;

that is something that they will do
forever.
What Yahweh has decreed is fair,
and it is always right.
10

The things that God has decided are
more valuable than gold,

they do not say any words.
There is no sound from them for anyone to hear.

even the ﬁnest gold.
They are sweeter than honey

But what they declare about God goes
throughout the world,

that drips from honeycombs.

it;

to us who obey them.

4

11

Furthermore, by reading them I
and even people who live in the most learn what things are good to do and what
things are evil,
distant places on earth can know it.
and they promise a great reward
The sun is in the skies where God placed
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5
But here is no one who can know all
When you defeat your enemies, we
his errors;
will shout joyfully.

We will lift up a banner proclaiming
so Yahweh, forgive me for these things
which I do that I do not realize are wrong. that it is God who has helped you.
May Yahweh do for you all that you reKeep me from doing things that I
quest him to do.
know are wrong;
13

6
I know now that Yahweh rescues me,
do not let me keep doing the evil things
the one whom he has chosen to be king.
I want to do.

From his holy place in heaven he will
If you do that, I will no longer be guilty
answer me,
for committing such sins,
and he will save me by his great
and I will not commit the great sin of
power.
rebelling terribly against you.
7
Some kings trust that because they
O Yahweh, you are like a huge rock
on top of which I can be safe; you are the have chariots they will be able to defeat
their enemies,
one who protects me.
14

and some trust that their horses will
I hope that the things that I say and
enable
them to defeat their enemies,
what I think will always please you.
but we will trust in the power of Yahweh our God.

Psalm 20

8

Some will stumble and fall down,

but we will be strong and not be
We desire that Yahweh may help you moved.
when you call out to him when you have
9
Yahweh, help the king defeat our enetroubles!
mies!
We desire that God, whom our ancestor
Answer us when we call out to you to
Jacob honored, may keep you safe from
help us!
your enemies.
1

2

We desire that he may reach out from
his sacred temple and help you
and aid you from where he lives on
Mount Zion.

Psalm 21
1

Yahweh, the man you made king is
We desire that he may accept all the glad because you have caused him to be
offerings that you give him to be burned strong.
on the altar
He rejoices because you have enabled
and all your other offerings.
him to defeat his enemies.
3

4

2
We desire that he may give to you what
You have given him everything he
you desire in your heart,
most desired,

and that you may be able to accomand you have not refused to do what
plish all that you desire to do.
he requested you to do.
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You have done so many wonderful
things for him.

Psalm 22

You placed a gold crown on his head.

1

My God, my God, why have you abanHe asked you to let him live for a long doned me?
time,
Why do you stay so far from me,
4

and you have enabled him to live for
a long time.

and why do you not listent to me?

Why do you not hear me when I am
His power as king is very great besuffering and groaning?
cause you have allowed him to win victo2
My God, every day I call to you during
ries over his enemies.
the daytime, but you do not answer me.
6
You will bless him forever,
I call to you during the night; I am not
and you have caused him to be joyful
silent at all.
in your presence.
3
But you are holy.
7
Yahweh, you are God Almighty,
You sit on your throne as king, and
and the king trusts in you.
we the people of Israel praise you.
Because you faithfully love him,
4
Our ancestors trusted in you.
disastrous things will never happen
Because they trusted in you, you resto him.
cued
them.
8
You will enable him to kill all his ene5
When they called out to you for help,
mies,
you saved them.
all those who hate him.
They trusted in you, and they were
9
When you appear, you will throw them
not disappointed.
into a ﬁery furnace.
6
But you have not rescued me!
Because you are angry with them, you
People despise me and consider that
will swallow them up;
I am not a man;
the ﬁre will burn them up.
they think that I am a worm!
10
You will remove their children from
5

this earth;

Everyone scorns me and despises me.

their descendants will all disappear.
11

They wanted to harm you,

but what they plan will never succeed.
12

You will cause them to run away
by shooting arrows at them.

7

me.

Everyone who sees me makes fun of

They sneer at me and insult me
by shaking their heads at me as though I
were an evil man.

13

Yahweh, show us that you are very
strong!

They say,
8

”He trusts in Yahweh,

so Yahweh should save him!
When you do that, we will sing and
praise you because you are very powerHe says that Yahweh is very pleased
with him;
ful.
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him!”

if that is so, Yahweh should rescue

16

My enemies are like wild dogs that
surround me.

A group of evil men has encircled me,
You, God, have been with me since I
ready to attack me.
was in my mother’s womb,
9

They have pierced through my hands
and you taught me to trust you when
and
my feet.
I was at my mother’s breasts.
17
10
I am so weak and thin that I can count
It was as though you had adopted me
all my bones.
right when I was born.

My enemies stare at me and gloat
You have been my God ever since I
about
what
has happened to me.
was born.
18
They looked at the clothes that I was
11
So do not stay far from me now
wearing
because enemies who will cause me
and gambled to determine which
much trouble are near me,
piece each of them would get.
and there is no one else who can help
19
Yahweh, be concerned for me!
me.
You who are my source of strength,
12
My enemies surround me like a herd
come quickly and help me!
of wild bulls.
20
Rescue me from those who want to
Fierce people, like those strong
kill
me
with their swords.
bulls that graze on the hills in the region
of Bashan, surround me.
13

They are like roaring lions that are attacking the animals that they want to eat;
they rush toward me to kill me;

Save my life from the power of those
who are like wild dogs.
21

Snatch me away from my enemies
who are like lions with jaws open and
ready to chew me up!

they are like lions that have their
Grab me away from those men who
mouths open, ready to chew their victims are like wild oxen that attack other anito pieces.
mals with their horns!
14
22
I am completely exhausted,
If you save me from them, I will deand all my bones are out of their joints. clare to my fellow Israelites how great you
are.
I no longer expect that God will save
I will praise you among the group of
me;
your people gathered together to worship
I am completely discouraged.
you.
15
23
My strength is all dried up
You people who have an awesome

like a broken piece of a clay jar that respect for Yahweh, praise him!
has dried in the sun.
All you who are descended from Jacob,
honor
Yahweh!
I am so thirsty that my tongue sticks
to the roof of my mouth.

All you Israelite people, revere him!

24
He does not despise or ignore those
God, I think that you are about to let
who are suffering;
my body die and become dust!
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he does not hide his face from them.
He has listened to them when they cried
out to him for help.
25

Yahweh, in the great gathering of your
people, I will praise you for what you have
done.

Psalm 23
1

Yahweh, you care for me like a shepherd cares for his sheep,
so I have everything that I need.
2

You enable me to rest in peace

In the presence of those who have an
as when a shepherd leads his sheep to
awesome respect for you, I will offer the
places where there is plenty of green grass
sacriﬁces that I promised.
for them to eat,
26
The poor people whom I have invited
as when he lets them lie down beto the meal will eat as much as they want. side streams where the water is ﬂowing
All who come to worship Yahweh will slowly.
3
praise him.
You renew my strength.

I pray that God will enable you all to
You show me how to live in the right
live a long and happy life!
way,
27

I pray that people in all nations, even
in the remote areas, will think about Yahweh and turn to him,
and that people from all the clans in
the world will bow down before him.
28

in order that I can honor you.
4

Even when I am walking in very dangerous places
where I might die,
I will not be afraid of anything

For Yahweh is the king!

because you are with me.

He rules all the nations.

You protect me like a shepherd protects
All the rich people on the earth will his sheep.
celebrate and bow before him.
5
You prepare a great feast for me
Some day they will die, for they cannot
in a place where my enemies can see
avoid it,
me.
but they will prostrate themselves on
You welcome me
the ground in his presence.
as a guest whom you honor.
30
People in the future generations will
You have given me very many blessalso serve Yahweh.
ings!
They will tell their children about
6
I am certain that you will be good to
what Yahweh has done.
me
31
People who are not yet born, who will
and act mercifully toward me
live in future years, will learn how Yahweh rescued his people.
as long as I live;
29

it!”

People will tell them, “Yahweh did

then, O Yahweh, I will live in your home
forever.

743

PSALMS

Psalm 24

It is Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies;
he is our glorious king!

1

The earth and everything in it belongs
to Yahweh;
all the people in the world belong to
him, too;
2

Psalm 25

he built the land on the water,
above the water that is deep below.
3

Who will be allowed to go up onto
Mount Zion in Jerusalem,

1

Yahweh, I give myself to you.

2

My God, I trust in you.

Do not allow my enemies to defeat me
and shame me.

in order to stand and worship in Yahweh’s holy temple?

Do not allow my enemies to defeat me
and rejoice over me.

4

Only those whose actions and thoughts
are pure,
who have not worshiped idols,

3

Do not allow any of those who trust in
you to be ashamed.

and who do not tell lies when they
Cause those who act treacherously
have solemnly promised to tell the truth. toward others to be disgraced.
5

Yahweh will bless them.

6

They are the people who come to God,

7

Open up the temple gates

4

Yahweh, show me the way that I should
conduct
my life,
When God judges them, he will rescue
them and say that they have done nothing
teach me how to act in the manner
wrong.
that you want me to act.
5

Teach me to conduct my life by obeythey are the ones who desire to wor- ing your truth
ship God,
because you are my God, the one who
saves
me.
and serve the God of Jacob.
All during the day I trust in you.

6
Yahweh, do not forget how you have
in order that our glorious king may
acted
mercifully to me and have faithfully
enter!
loved me because of your covenant with
8
Do you know who the glorious king is? me;
It is Yahweh, the one who is very
that is the way that you have acted
strong;
toward me from long ago.

It is Yahweh, who conquers all his
7
Forgive me for all the sinful things
enemies in battles!
I did and the ways that I rebelled against
9
you when I was young;
Open up the temple gates

I request this because you faithfully
in order that our glorious king may
love your people and do good things for
enter!
10
Do you know who the glorious king them, as you promised in your covenant.

is?

Yahweh, do not forget me!
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Yahweh is good and fair,

you see that they hate me very much.
20

so he shows sinners how they should
conduct their lives.

Protect me and rescue me from them;

do not allow them to defeat me
He shows humble people what is right
with the result that I would be
for them to do
ashamed;
and teaches them what he wants them
I have gone to you to get refuge.
to do.
21
Protect me because I do what is good
10
He always faithfully loves us and does and honest
what he has promised
and because I trust in you.
for those who obey his covenant and
22
God, rescue us Israelite people from
who do what he requires.
all of our troubles!
11
Yahweh, forgive me for all my sins,
which are many,
9

in order that I may honor you.
12

To all those who have an awesome
respect for you,
you show them the right way to conduct their lives.
13

They will always be prosperous,

Psalm 26
1

Yahweh, show that I am innocent.

I always do what is right;
I have trusted in you and never
doubted that you would help me.

2
and their descendants will continue
Yahweh, examine what I have done
to live in this land.
and test me;
14

Yahweh is a friend of those who have
thoroughly evaluate what I think in
an awesome respect for him,
my inner being.
3
and he teaches them the covenant
I never forget that you are true to your
that he made with them.
covenant and faithfully love me;
15

I always request Yahweh to help me,
and he rescues me from danger.

I conduct my life according to your
faithfulness.

Yahweh, pay attention to me and be
merciful to me because I am alone,

and I stay away from hypocrites.

4

16

and I am greatly distressed because I
am suffering.

5

I do not spend my time with liars,
I do not like to be with evil people,

and I avoid wicked people.
I have many troubles that make me
6
Yahweh, I wash my hands to show that
afraid;
I am innocent.
rescue me from them.
As I join with others marching around
17

18

bled,

Note that I am distressed and trou- your altar,
7

and forgive me for all my sins.
19

Note that I have many enemies;

we sing songs to thank you,

and we tell others the wonderful
things that you have done.
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Yahweh, I love to be in the house where
that I may worship in Yahweh’s house
you live,
every day during my life,
in the place where your glory appears.

that I may see how wonderful Yahweh

Do not get rid of me like you get rid of is,
sinners;
and that I may ask him what he wants
do not cause me to die like you cause me to do.
9

those who murder people to die,

5

He will protect me when I have trou10
people who are ready to do wicked bles;
things
he will keep me safe in his sacred tent.
bribes.

and those who are always taking

6

11

But as for me, I always try to do what
is right.
So act kindly toward me and rescue

me.
12

He will set me safely on a high rock.
Then I will triumph over my enemies.

I will shout joyfully as I offer sacriﬁces
in his sacred tent,
and I will praise Yahweh as I sing.
7

I stand in places where I am safe,

and when all your people gather together, I praise you.

you.

Yahweh, listen to me while I call to

Act kindly toward me and answer my
prayer.
8

Within my inner being I desire to worship you,

Psalm 27

so, Yahweh, I will come to your temple
Yahweh is the one who gives me life to pray to you.
9
and the one who saves me,
I am your servant;
1

so I do not need to be afraid of anyone.

do not be angry with me, or turn away
Yahweh is the one to whom I go for from me.
refuge,
You have always helped me.
so I will never be afraid.

You are the one who has saved me,

2

When those who do evil come near me
to destroy me,
they stumble and fall down.
3

so do not abandon me now.
10

me,

Even if an army surrounds me,

Yahweh always takes care of me.

I will not be afraid.

11

Yahweh, teach me to do what you
want me to do,

Even if they attack me,

and lead me on a safe path

I will trust in God.

because I have many enemies.

4

There is one thing that I have requested from Yahweh;
this is the one thing that I desire:

Even if my father and mother desert

12

Do not allow my enemies to do to me
what they want;
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they say many false things about me
and threaten to do violent things to me.

Praise Yahweh

because he has heard me when I called
out
for him to help me!
I would have died if I had not trusted

13

you

7

Yahweh makes me strong and protects
me like a shield;

to be good to me as long as I live.
14

I trust in him, and he helps me.

So trust in Yahweh!

So I was glad in my inner being,

Be strong and courageous,
you!

and wait expectantly for him to help

and from my inner being I praise him
as I sing to him.
8

Yahweh causes us to be strong and
protects us;

Psalm 28
1

he saves me, the one he appointed to
be king.

Yahweh, I call out to you;

9

You are like a huge rock on top of which
I am safe.
Do not refuse to answer me

bless those who belong to you.
Take care of them like a shepherd takes
care of his sheep;

because if you are silent, I will soon
be with those who are in their graves.
2

Listen to me when I call out for you to
help me,

take care of them forever.

Psalm 29

when I lift up my hands as I face your
very holy place in your sacred tent.
3

ple,

Do not drag me away with wicked peo-

Yahweh, save your people;

1

Mighty people, praise Yahweh!

Praise him because he is very glorious
and powerful.
2

with those who do wicked deeds,
with those who pretend to act peacefully
toward others

Praise Yahweh with the glory his
names deserves.

Bow down and worship Yahweh because he is holy and his holiness shines
while in their inner beings, they hate out from him with wonderful beauty.
them.
3
Yahweh’s voice is heard above the
4
Punish those people in the way that oceans;
they deserve for what they have done;
the glorious God thunders.
punish them for their evil deeds.
He appears over the huge oceans.
5
Yahweh, they do not pay attention to
4
His voice is powerful and majestic.
the wonderful things that you have done
5
and that you have created;
Yahweh’s voice breaks great cedar
so get rid of them permanently and trees,
do not let them appear again!

the cedars that grow in Lebanon.
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He causes earthquakes to shake the
We may cry during the night, but the
region of Lebanon as a young cow jumps; next morning we will be joyful.
6
As for me, I was calm when I said to
he causes Mount Hermon to shake as
a young bull jumps.
myself, “No one will defeat me!”
7

7
Yahweh’s voice tells the lightning to
Yahweh, because you were good to
ﬂash.
me, at ﬁrst you caused me to be secure as
8
His voice causes the desert to shake; though I were a high mountain.

he shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9

Yahweh’s voice makes the large trees
shake,
and strips the leaves from the trees

But then I thought that you had turned
away from me, and I became afraid.
8

So I called out to you, and I pleaded
for you to help me.
9

I said, ”Yahweh, what will you gain if
while the people in the temple shout, I die?
“Praise God!”
In what way will it beneﬁt you if I go to
10
Yahweh rules over the ﬂood that cov- the place where the dead people are?
ered the earth;
When I am dead I will certainly not able
he is our king who will rule forever. to praise you, and I will not able to tell oth11
Yahweh enables his people to be ers that you are trustworthy!
10
strong,
Yahweh, listen to me, and act mercifully
to
me! Yahweh, help me!”
and he blesses them by causing things
11
to go well for them.
But now you have healed me, and
you have changed me from being sad to
dancing joyfully.

Psalm 30

You have taken away the clothes that
showed that I was very sad and given me
1
Yahweh, I praise you because you res- clothes that showed that I was very joyful.
cued me. You did not allow me to die or
12
So I will not be silent; I will sing out
my enemies to gloat over me.
and praise you.
2
Yahweh, my God, I called out for you
Yahweh, you are my God, and I will
to help me when I was wounded, and you
thank you forever.
healed me.
3

You saved me from death. I was
nearly dead, but you caused me to become
healthy again.

Psalm 31

4

1
All you who are faithful to the
Yahweh, I have come to you to be procovenant with Yahweh, sing to praise him! tected;
Remember what God, the holy one, has
do not allow me to be defeated and
done and thank him!
disgraced.
5
When he becomes angry, he is angry
Since you always do what is fair,
for only a very short time, but he is good
to us all of our lives.
rescue me!
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Listen to me, and save me right now!

Be like a huge rock on which I can be
safe

I have become weak because of all my
troubles;
even my bones are becoming weaker.
11

and like a strong fort in which I will
be secure.

All of my enemies make fun of me,
and even my neighbors despise me.

Even my friends are afraid of me beYes, you are like my huge rock and my
cause they think that you are punishing
fort;
me.
guide me and lead me because I worWhen they see me on the streets, they
ship you.
run away.
4
You are the one who protects me,
12
People have forgotten me like they
so keep me from falling into the hidden forget people who are dead.
traps that my enemies have set for me.
They think I am as useless as a broken
5
Yahweh, you are a God whom I can pot.
trust,
13
I have heard people slandering me,
so I put myself into your care
and they have terriﬁed me.
3

because you will rescue me.

My enemies are making plans

6

Yahweh, I hate those who worship useless idols,

to kill me.
14

but I trust in you.

But Yahweh, I trust in you.

I say conﬁdently that you are the God
I will be very glad because you faith- I worship.
15
fully love me.
My whole life is in your hands;
7

You see me when I have been aﬄicted,
bles.

save me from my enemies,
from those who pursue me.

and you know when I have had trou16

Act kindly toward me

8

You have not allowed my enemies to
and rescue me because you always
capture me;
faithfully love me.
instead, you have rescued me from
danger.
9

me

But now, Yahweh, act kindly toward

17

Yahweh, I call out to you,
so do not allow others to disgrace me.

I wish that wicked people may be disgraced;

because I am distressed.

I wish that they may go down to
Because I cry so much, I cannot see well, the place where the people are silent and
dead.
and I am completely exhausted.
18
I wish that you may cause people who
10
I have become very weak because I tell lies to be unable to speak.
am so miserable;
Do that to people who are proud and
my life is getting shorter.
to those who arrogantly accuse others.
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19

You have stored up many great and
these are the ones who are truly forgood things to do for those who have great tunate!
respect for you.
2
Those whose record of sins Yahweh
You do good things for those who go has erased
to you to be protected;
and those who no longer do deceitful
things,

everyone sees you doing that.

these are the ones who are truly forYou hide people in your presence
tunate!
where it is safe,
20

3

and you protect them from others
who plot to kill them.
You hide them in safe places where their
enemies cannot speak evil at them.
21

Praise Yahweh!

When I did not confess my sins,
my body was very weak and sick,
and I groaned all day long.

4

Day and night, Yahweh, you punished
me severely.

When my enemies surrounded the
My strength disappeared like water
city in which I was living,
that evaporates on a hot summer day.
he showed me wonderfully that he
faithfully loves me.
22

I was afraid and cried out in a hurry,
“I have been separated from Yahweh!”

5

Then I confessed my sins to you;
I stopped trying to hide them.

I said to myself,

“I will tell Yahweh the wrong things
but you heard me and answered my
that I have done.”
cry for help.
When I confessed them, you forgave
23
You people who belong to Yahweh, me,
love him!
so now I am no longer guilty for my
He protects those who are loyal to sins.
him,
6
Therefore the people who honor you
but he punishes the proud; he pun- should pray to you
ishes them severely as they deserve.
when they are in great trouble.
24
You who conﬁdently expect Yahweh
If they do that, diﬃculties will not come
to do great things for you,
on them like a great ﬂood.
be strong and be courageous!
7
You are like a place where I can hide
from my enemies;

Psalm 32

you protect me from troubles

and enable me to shout, praising you
1
Those whom God has forgiven for re- for saving me from my enemies.
8
belling against him
Yahweh says to me, ”I will instruct you
about how you should conduct your life.
and those whose sin God does not look
at,
I will teach you and watch over you.
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9

Do not be stupid like horses and mules
By what he commanded, he created
that do not understand anything;
all the stars.
7

they need bits
so they will go in the direction you
want them to go.”
10

Wicked people will have many troubles that will make them sad,

He gathered all the water into one
huge mass
like someone scoops liquid into a container.
8

Everyone on the earth should honor
Yahweh;

but those who trust in Yahweh will
everyone on the earth should honor
experience him faithfully loving them all
him.
the time.
9
11
When he spoke, he created the world.
So, all you righteous people, rejoice
about what Yahweh has done for you;

Everything started to exist when he
commanded
it to be.
you whose heart are pure, be glad
10
and shout joyfully!
Yahweh stops the other nations from
doing the things they want to do.
He prevents them from doing the evil
things that they plan to do.

Psalm 33

11

But what Yahweh decides to do will
You righteous people should shout joy- last forever.
fully to Yahweh
What he plans to do will never change.
because that is what he deserves.
12
Yahweh blesses our nation, we who
2
Praise Yahweh as you play songs on worship him;
the harp.
How fortunate are we, the nation that
Praise him as you play harps that have belongs to him forever!
ten strings.
13
Yahweh looks down from heaven and
1

3

sees all people.

Sing a new song to him;

14
From where he rules, he looks down
play those instruments well, and shout
on
all
the people who live on the earth.
joyfully as you play them.
4

Yahweh always does what he says that
he will do;

15

He forms our inner beings,
and he sees everything that we do.

16
we can trust that everything that he
It is not because a king has a great
does is right.
army that he is able to win battles,
5

He loves everything that we do that is
and it is not because a soldier is very
just and right.
strong that he is able to defeat his enemy.
17
Yahweh helps people all over the earth
It is foolish to think that because
because he always loves them.
horses are very strong,
6

Yahweh created everything in the sky
they will be able to win a battle and
by commanding it.
save their riders.
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18

Do not forget that Yahweh watches
they will never have to look down in
over those who honor him,
disgrace.
6
those who conﬁdently expect him to
I was miserable, but I called out to
faithfully love them.
Yahweh, and he heard me.
19

He saves them from dying before they
should die;

He rescued me from all my troubles.
7

An angel from Yahweh guards those
he preserves them when there is a who have an awesome respect for him,
famine.
and the angel rescues them.
20
We trust Yahweh to help us;
8
Try for yourself, and you will experihe protects us as a shield protects a ence that Yahweh is good to you!
soldier.
How fortunate are those who trust
21
We rejoice because of what he has him to protect them.
done for us;
9
All you who belong to him, have an
we trust in him because he is holy.
awesome respect for him!
22

Yahweh, we pray that you will always
Those who do that will always have
faithfully love us
the things that they need.
10
while we conﬁdently expect you to
Lions are usually very strong, but
do great things for us.
sometimes even young lions are hungry
and become weak.

However, those who trust in Yahweh
will have everything that they need.

Psalm 34
1

11

You who are my students, come and
listen to me,

I will always thank Yahweh;
I will constantly praise him.

and I will teach you how to have an
awesome
respect for Yahweh.
I will praise Yahweh for what he has
done.
12
If any of you wants to enjoy life
2

All those who are oppressed should
listen to me and rejoice.
3

Join with me in telling others that Yahweh is great!

and have a good long life,
13

do not speak what it evil!
Do not tell lies!

14
Refuse to do evil; instead, do what is
You and I should together proclaim
good!
how glorious he is!

Always try hard to enable people to
I prayed to Yahweh, and he answered
live peacefully with each other!
my prayer;
4

15
Yahweh carefully watches over those
he rescued me from all those who
who act righteously;
caused me to be afraid.
5

Those who trust that he will help them
he always responds to them when
will be joyful;
they call to him for help.
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16

3
But Yahweh works against those who
Lift up your spear and throw it at those
do what is evil.
who pursue me!

After they die, people here on earth
Promise me that you will enable me
will forget them completely.
to defeat my enemies.
17

4
Yahweh hears righteous people when
Those who are trying to kill me—make
they call out to him;
others disgrace and dishonor them.

bles.

he rescues them from all their trou-

Push back and confuse those who are
planning to do evil things to me.

18

Yahweh is always ready to help those
who are discouraged;

5

Send your angel to pursue them

and to make them disappear like chaff
he rescues those who have no hope that the wind blows away.
for anything good.
6
Cause the path on which they run to
19
Righteous people may have many be dark and slippery
troubles,
as your angel pursues them!
but Yahweh rescues them from all
7
Although I did not do anything wrong
those troubles.
to them,
20
Yahweh protects them from being
they dug a deep pit for me to fall into;
harmed;
they hid a net in which they would
when their enemies attack them,
catch me.
they will not break any bones of
8
Cause them to suddenly experience
those righteous people.
disaster!
21
Disasters will kill the wicked people,
Cause their own nets to trap them.
and Yahweh will punish those who
Cause them to fall into the pits that they
oppose righteous people.
have dug for me, and make them die in
22
Yahweh will save those who serve them!
him.
9
Then I will rejoice in what you, YahHe will not condemn those who trust weh, have done for me;
in him.
I will be glad that you have rescued
me.

Psalm 35

10

1

Yahweh, ﬁght against those who ﬁght
against me!
Fight with my enemies when they
ﬁght me!
2

Be like a shield to protect me

With my whole inner being I will say,
”There is no one like Yahweh!

No one else can rescue helpless people
from powerful people.
No one else can rescue weak and
needy people from those who want to rob
them.”
11

and come to help me!
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and accuse me of doing things that I
Do not allow those who hate me when
do not know anything about.
there in no reason to hate me
to laugh about how I suffer!

12

In return for my doing good things
for them, they do evil things to me,
alone.

20

with the result that I feel that I am ple;

They do not speak peacefully to peo-

instead, they look for ways to tell lies
When they were ill, I showed that I about people in our land who do no harm
to anyone.
was sad.
13

21
They shout at me in order to accuse
I did not eat any food, and I bowed
me;
my head as I prayed for them.
14
they say, “We saw the wrong things
I mourned and bowed my head as I
that you did!”
prayed
22
Yahweh, you have seen these things,
as though it were a friend or my
so do not be silent!
mother for whom I was grieving.

Do not stay far from me!

15

But when I had troubles, they were
all happy about it.
They unexpectedly gathered around
to make fun of me.
Strangers kept striking me;

23

and successfully defend me!
24

Yahweh, my God, because you are
righteous,
prove that I am innocent

they would not stop.
16

me

Arise, my God, plead my case in court,

People who respect no one ridiculed

so that my enemies will not be able
to gloat that I was judged to be guilty.
25

and snarled at me.
17

Lord, how long will you only watch
them doing this?
Rescue me from their attacks;

Do not allow them to be able to say to
themselves,
“Yes, we have gotten rid of him just
like we desired!”
26

Cause those who rejoice about my
Save me from being killed by these men misfortunes
who are attacking me
to be completely confused and disas lions attack other animals!
graced;
18
Then, when many of your people
cause those who boast that they are
gather,
much greater than I am
I will praise you,

to be disgraced and dishonored!

27
and I will thank you in front of all of
But cause those who desire that you
them.
declare me innocent
19

Do not allow my enemies, who tell
lies about me, defeat me
and then rejoice about it!

to be happy and shout joyfully;
cause them to always say, ”Yahweh is
great!
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He is delighted to cause things to go
You protect us like birds protect their
well for those who serve him.”
baby birds under their wings .
28

8
Then I will proclaim that you act in
You provide for us plenty of food from
the right way,
the abundant supply that you have;

and I will praise you all the time.

your great gifts ﬂow to us like a river.
9

You are the one who causes everything
to live;

Psalm 36
1

A continual desire to sin is in the inner
beings of wicked people.
They consider that they do not need to
have an awesome respect for God.

your light is what enables us to know
the truth about you.
10

Continue to faithfully love those who
are faithful to you,
and protect those who act righteously.

11
Do not allow proud people to attack
Because they want to believe good
me,
things about themselves,
or allow wicked people to chase me
they do not think that God knows and
away.
hates their sins.
2

12
Look where evil people have fallen
Everything that they say is deceitful
on the ground, defeated;
and full of lies;
they were thrown down, and they will
they no longer do what is good
never rise again.
and are no longer wise.
3

4

While they are lying on their beds, they
plan to do things to harm others;
they are determined to do things that
are not good,
and they never refuse to do what is

evil.
5

Yahweh, your faithful love for us
reaches as high as the heavens;
your faithfulness in doing what you
have promised extends up to the clouds.
6

Your righteous behavior is as permanent as the highest mountains;

Psalm 37
1

Do not be bothered by what wicked
people do.
Do not desire to have the things that
people who do wrong have
2

because they will soon disappear like
grass withers in the hot sun and dries up.
Just like some green plants come up
but die during the hot summer,

your acting justly will continue as
long as the deepest oceans will continue.

evil people will soon die also.
3

Trust in Yahweh and do what is good.

If you do that, then you will live safely
You take care of people and you take in the land he has given you,
care of animals.
and that land will be a place where
7
God, your faithful love for us is very you can be faithful to God as you live your
precious.
lives.
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4

Be delighted with all that Yahweh does
They will happily enjoy living peacefor you;
fully and having the other good things
that Yahweh gives them.
if you do that, he will give you the
12
Wicked people plan to harm righteous
things that you desire most.
people;
5
Commit to Yahweh all the things that
they snarl at them like wild animals.
you plan to do;
13
But Yahweh laughs at them
trust in him,
because he knows that someday he
and he will do whatever is needed to
will judge and punish the wicked people.
help you.
14
Wicked people pull out their swords
6
He will show as clearly as the sunlight
and they put strings on their bows,
that you are innocent;
he will show as clearly as the sun at
noontime

ready to kill people who are poor

wait patiently for him to do what you
want him to do.

and their bows will be broken.

and to slaughter those who live righteously.
that all the things that you have de15
cided are just.
But they will be killed by their own
7
Be quiet in Yahweh’s presence and swords,
16

It is good to be righteous even if you
do
not
have many possessions,
Do not be bothered when what evil
men do is successful,
but it is bad to be wicked even if you

when they are able to do the wicked are very wealthy
17
things that they plan.
because Yahweh will completely re8
move
the strength of wicked people,
Do not be angry about what wicked
people do.

but he will sustain people who live
Do not want to punish them yourself. righteously.
18
Day by day Yahweh protects those
Do not be envious of such people
who have not done any evil things;
because you will only harm yourself
the things that Yahweh gives them
if you try to do that.
will last forever.
9
Someday Yahweh will get rid of wicked
19
They will survive when calamities
people,
occur;

but those who trust in him will
when there are famines, they will still
live safely in the land that he has given to have plenty to eat.
them.
20
But wicked people will die;
10
Soon the wicked will disappear.
just as the beautiful wild ﬂowers in the
You will look for them, but they will ﬁelds die under the hot sun and disappear
be gone.
like smoke,
11

But those who are humble will live
Yahweh will cause his enemies to
safely in their land.
suddenly disappear.
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21

29
The wicked people borrow money,
Righteous people will own the land
but they are not able to repay it;
that Yahweh promised to give to them,

righteous people, in contrast, have
and they will live there forever.
enough money to give generously to oth30
Righteous people give wise advice to
ers.
others,
22
Those whom Yahweh has blessed will
and they encourage other people to
live safely in the land that he has given to live rightly.
them,
31
They ﬁll their minds with God’s laws;
but he will get rid of those people
they do not stray from walking on
whom he has cursed.
God’s
path.
23
Yahweh protects those who do what
32
Those who are evil wait in ambush
is pleasing to him,
for righteous people
and he will enable them to walk conin order to kill them as they walk by.
ﬁdently wherever they go;
33
But Yahweh will not abandon righeven if they stumble, they will not fall
teous
people
down
and let them fall into their enemies’
because Yahweh holds them by his
hands.
hand.
24

He will not allow righteous people to be
I was young previously, and now I am
condemned
an old man,
25

when someone takes them to a judge
but in all those years, I have never seen
to
be
put on trial.
that righteous people have been aban34
doned by Yahweh,
Be patient and trust that Yahweh will

nor have I seen that their children help you,
needed to beg for food.
and walk on his paths.
26
Righteous people are generous and
If you do that, he will honor you by givhappily lend money to others,
ing you the land that he promised,
them.

and their children are a blessing to

27

and when he gets rid of the wicked,
you will see it happen.

Turn away from doing evil, and do
35
I have seen that wicked people
what is good.
who act like tyrants sometimes prosper
If you do that, you and your descen- like trees that grow well in fertile soil,
dants will live in your land forever.
36
but when I looked later, they were
This will happen because Yahweh gone!
likes to see people doing what is just,
I searched for them, but Yahweh had
caused
them to disappear.
and he will never forsake righteous
people.
37
Notice the people who have not done
28

He will protect them forever;

evil things, those who act righteously;

but he will get rid of the children of
their descendants will have peace in
wicked people.
their inner beings.
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38

But Yahweh will get rid of the wicked;

dants.
39

he will also get rid of their descen-

Yahweh rescues righteous people;
in times of trouble he protects them.

40

Yahweh helps them and saves them;

he rescues them from being attacked
by wicked people
tected.

because they go to him to be pro-

I am completely exhausted, and I have
no strength.
I am very distressed in my inner being,
and I groan with pain.
9

Yahweh, you know that I desire you to
heal me;
you hear me while I am groaning.
10

My heart pounds heavily, and all my
strength is gone.
I am no longer able to see well.
11

My friends and neighbors stay away
from me because of my sores;

Psalm 38
1

8

me.

Yahweh, when you are angry with me,
do not rebuke me and punish me!

even my own family stays far from

12

Those who want to kill me set traps
to catch me;

those who want to harm me discuss
Now it is as though you have shot your
the ways that they can get rid of me;
arrows at me and wounded me;
they plot against me all day.
it is as though you have struck me
13
and knocked me down.
Now I act like a deaf man and do not
listen
to what they say.
3
Because you have been angry with me,
I act like a man who cannot talk, and
I am suffering great pain.
I say nothing to reply to them.
Because of my sin,
14
I act like a man who does not answer
my whole body is diseased.
when people talk to him
2

4

All my sins are like a ﬂood that covers
my head;
they are like a load that is very heavy;
I cannot carry them.
5

Because I have done foolish things,

I have sores that have become worse,
and they stink.
6

Sometimes I am bent over, and sometimes I lie prostrate;
I mourn all day.
7

My body is burning with fever,
and I am very ill.

because he cannot hear anything.
15

But Yahweh, I trust in you.
My Lord God, you will answer me.

16

I said to you, ”Do not cause me to die
so that my enemies will rejoice!
If troubles overwhelm me, my enemies will do very bad things to me!”
17

I say that because I am about to fall
down,
and I constantly have pain.
18

I confess the wrong things that I have
done;
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I am very sorry for the sins that I have
The time that all we humans live is as
committed.
short as a puff of air.
19

6

My enemies are healthy and strong;

Then we disappear like a shadow does.

It seems that all that we do is for
there are many people who hate me
nothing.
for no reason.
We sometimes get a lot of money, but
Those who do evil things to me in
we
do
not even know who will get it after
return for my doing good things to them
we die.
oppose me because I try to do what is
7
So now, Yahweh, I can expect to reright.
ceive nothing from anyone else.
21
Yahweh, do not abandon me!
You are the only one from whom I
My God, do not stay far from me!
conﬁdently expect to receive blessings.
22
Lord, you are the one who saves me;
8
Deliver me from the sins that I have
20

committed.

Quickly come and help me!

Do not allow foolish people to make
fun of me.

Psalm 39

9

1

I said to myself, ”I will be careful not
to sin by the things that I say.
I will not say anything to complain to
you

I did not say anything when you punished me
because I knew that you were the one
who caused me to suffer.
10

But now, please stop punishing me!

If you do not do that, I am about to
while wicked people are near to me
die because of how you make me suffer.
and can hear me.”
11
When you rebuke someone and pun2
So I was completely silent, and I did ish him for the sin that he has committed,
not even talk about things that were good;
you destroy the things he loves like
but it was useless because I began to moths eat away at clothing.
suffer even more.
Our lives disappear like a puff of air.
3
I became very anxious in my inner
12
Yahweh, listen to me while I pray;
being.
pay attention to me while I cry out to
As I thought about my troubles, I
you.
became more worried.
Help me while I am crying.

Then ﬁnally I said this:
4

”Yahweh, show me how long I will live.
Tell me when I will die.

I am here on the earth for only a short
time,
like all my ancestors.

Tell me how many years I will live!

13

Now please allow me to be alone and
It seems that you have caused me to do not punish me anymore
live only a short time;
so that I may smile and be happy for
5

my lifetime seems nothing to you.

a while before I die.”
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Psalm 40

7

to obey the laws that have been writI waited patiently for Yahweh to help ten in the scroll,

1

me,

and he listened to me when I called
out to him.
2

When I had many troubles, it was as
though I was in a deep pit.
But he lifted me up out of the mud
and slime of that pit;
he set my feet on a solid rock
and enabled me to walk safely.
3

So I said to you, ”Yahweh, here I am,

He has given me a new song to sing,

things that you want me to do.”
8

O my God, I enjoy doing what you desire;
I am always thinking about your laws
within my inner being.
9

When all your people were gathered
together,
I told them about how you do what is
right and how you rescue us.

Yahweh, you know that I have not
a song to praise him who is our God. refused to tell that to them.

10
Many people will ﬁnd out what he has
I have not kept within me the news
done for me,
that you always act justly;

and they will revere and trust him.

when many of your people have gath4
How fortunate are those who trust ered together to worship you,
Yahweh to protect them,
I have told them that you are faithful to
us and save us.
those who do not trust in idols
I have not concealed that you faithor join with those who worship those
fully love us and act loyally toward us.
false gods.
11
Yahweh, do not stop acting mercifully
O Yahweh, my God, you have done
toward me.
many wonderful things!
5

No one can list all the wonderful things
Because you faithfully love me and
that you have planned for us.
are loyal to me, protect me always.
12
If I tried to tell others about all those
I have many troubles; I cannot count
wonderful things,
them.

I would not be able to

I am now suffering the things that
because there would be too many for happened because I sinned.
me to mention.
I can no longer see because of my
Sacriﬁces and other offerings are not tears.
the things that delight you most.
The sins that I have committed are more
But you have enabled me to hear your than the hairs on my head.
commands.
I am very discouraged.
Animals burned on the altar and other
13
O Yahweh, please save me!
offerings for our sins are not what you require most.
Come quickly to help me!
6
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14

Humble those who are happy about
I know that I am sick because I have
my troubles, and cause them to be dis- sinned against you.”
graced.
5
My enemies say cruel things about me;
Chase away those who are trying to
they say, “How soon will he die, and
get rid of me.
then everyone will forget about him?”
15
I hope that those who make fun of me
6
When my enemies come to me, they
will be dismayed when you defeat pretend to be concerned about me.
them.
They eagerly listen to all the bad news
16
But I hope that all those who go to about me.
worship you will be very joyful.
Then they go away and tell everyone
I hope that those who love you because what is happening to me.
you saved them will shout repeatedly,
7
All those who hate me whisper to others about me,
“Yahweh is great!”
17

As for me, I am poor and needy,

but I know that the Lord has not forgotten me.
O my God, you are the one who saves
and helps me,
so please come quickly and help me!

Psalm 41

and they hope that very bad things
will happen to me.
8

They say, ”He will soon die because of
his being sick;
he will never get up from his bed
before he dies.”
9

Even a very close friend, whom I
trusted very much,
who often ate with me,

1

How fortunate are those who provide
for the poor;
Yahweh will rescue those people when
they have troubles.
2

Yahweh will protect them and allow
them to live for a long time.
He will enable them to be happy in
the land of Israel
and will rescue them from their enemies.

has betrayed me.
10

But Yahweh, act mercifully to me, and
enable me to become healthy again.
When you do that, I will be able to
pay back my enemies.
11

If you enable me to do that, with the
result that my enemies do not defeat me,
me.

I will know that you are pleased with

12

I will know that it is because I have
done what is right that you have helped
3
When they are sick, Yahweh will me,
strengthen them
and I will know that you will enable
and will heal them.
me to be with you forever.
4

13
When I was sick, I said, ”Yahweh, act
Praise Yahweh, the God whom we
mercifully toward me and heal me;
Israelites worship;
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Praise him forever!

peaks of Mount Hermon and from Mount
Mizar.

Amen! I desire that it will be so!

7

But here, the great sorrow that I feel
is like water that you send down;

Psalm 42

it is like a waterfall that tumbles down
and ﬂoods over me.

1

8
O God, I need you very much as a deer
I desire that Yahweh will show me
needs to drink water from a cool stream. each day that he faithfully loves me,
2

I desire to be with you, the all-powerful
in order that each night I may sing to
God.
him
I say to myself, ”When will I be able
and pray to him, the God who causes
to go back to the temple in Israel
me to live.
and worship in your presence again?”
3

Every day and every night I weep;

tears;

the only thing I have to drink is my

and while I do that, my enemies are
always asking me,
“Why does your God not help you?”
4

I pray earnestly to God as I remember

9

I say to God, who is like a huge rock
on top of which I am safe,
“Why have you forgotten me? You know
the hardships that my enemies bring on
me.”
10

They are always making fun of me;

they keep asking, “Why does your God
not help you?”
When they insult me like that,

when I used to go with the crowd of
it is like wounds that shatter my
people to the temple in Jerusalem.
bones.
11
I used to lead them as we walked
But I say to myself,
along;
”Why am I in a panic?
we were all shouting joyfully and
I will conﬁdently expect God to bless
singing to thank God for what he had
me,
done;
and I will praise him again,
we were a large group who were
my God, the one who saves me.”
celebrating.
5

So now I say to myself, ”Why am I in
a panic?
I conﬁdently expect God to bless me,

Psalm 43
1

and again I will praise him,
my God, the one who saves me.”
6

But now, Yahweh, I was panicking,
so I think about you.

God, declare that I am innocent.

Defend me when people say things
against me—those people who do not
honor you!

Rescue me from people who deceive
You are there in Israel where the Jordan me and say things about me that are not
River rushes down from the bottom of the true.
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You are God, the one who protects me;
why have you abandoned me?

It does not seem right that I should always have to be sad
because of my enemies acting cruelly
toward me.
3

Speak true words that help me to live.

3

It was not by using their own swords
that they conquered the people that lived
in that land,
and it was not by their own power
that they were victorious;
it was only by your power that they did
those things;

and they were sure that you were
Give a command that will allow me with them,
to go back to Zion, your sacred hill in
showing that you were pleased with
Jerusalem,
them.
and to your temple where you live.
4

altar

4

When you do that, I will go to your

You are my king and my God;

Make us, your people, able to defeat
our enemies.

5
to worship you, my God, who causes
It is by your power that we knock our
me to be very joyful.
enemies down and tramp on them.
6
There I will praise you, the God whom
I do not trust that I can save myself
I worship, and I will play my harp.
by using my bow and arrows and my
5
So why am I sad and discouraged?
sword.

I conﬁdently expect God to bless me,
and again I will praise him,
my God, the one who saves me.

Psalm 44
1

7

No, it is you who have rescued us from
our enemies;
it is you who have caused those who
hate us to become ashamed because they
were defeated.
8

We have always been proud about
what God has done for us,
and we will thank him forever.

God, we ourselves have heard

9
But now you have rejected us and
what our parents and grandparents
caused
us to be disgraced;
told us.
when our armies march out to ﬁght
They told us about the miracles
a battle, you no longer go with them.
that you performed long ago.
10
You have caused us to run away from
2
They told us how you expelled the un- our enemies,
godly people
with the result that they captured the
and enabled us to live in their land. things that belonged to us.
11
They told us that you punished those
You have allowed us to become like
ungodly people
sheep that were ready to be slaughtered;

you scattered us far away among other
and enabled your own people to posnations.
sess the land.
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22

It is as though you sold us, your people, to our enemies for a very small price,

But it is because we belong to you

that our enemies are constantly killing
although you did not gain any proﬁt us.
from selling us!
They act toward us as though we were
13
People who live in nations near us only sheep that they were going to slaughter.
make fun of us;
23

they laugh at us and deride us.
14

They make jokes using the name of
our country,
they shake their heads to indicate that
they despise us.
15

All day I am disgraced;

from seeing my face, people know
that I am ashamed.

asleep?

So Yahweh, arise! Why are you

Get up! Do not reject us forever!
24

Why are you not looking at us?

Why are you forgetting that we are
suffering, that our enemies are oppressing us?
25

We are in complete panic;

we cannot do anything; we are as
I hear what those who sneer at me
good
as
dead.
and revile me say;
26
Do something! Come and help us!
I am ashamed in front of my enemies
and those who want to harm me.
Rescue us because you love us as you
17
All these things have happened to us promised to do.
16

you,

even though we have not forgotten

and we are not the ones who disobeyed the covenant you made with our
ancestors.
18

you,

We have not stopped being loyal to

Psalm 45
1

In my inner being I am aroused by
something beautiful to write about,
a song that I will sing to the king.

The words of this song will be written
and we have not stopped doing what by me, a skilled writer.
you want us to do.
2
O King, you are the most handsome
19
But it is as though you have allowed man in the world,
us to be helpless among wild animals
and you always speak eloquently!
and you have abandoned us in a deep
So we know that God has always blessed
dark ravine.
you.
20
If we had forgotten to worship our
3
You who are a mighty warrior, put on
God,
your sword!
or if we had spread out our hands to
You are glorious and majestic.
worship a foreign god,
4
Ride on like a great king
21
you certainly would have known that
because you know even what we secretly think.
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Because you ﬁght in many battles,
you will learn to do deeds that your
enemies will fear.
5

Your arrows are sharp,

and they pierce the hearts of your
enemies.
Soldiers of many nations will fall at
your feet.
6

The kingdom that God will give to you
will remain forever.
You rule over people justly.
7

The people from the city of Tyre will
bring gifts to you;
their rich people will try to persuade
you to do favors for them.
13

You, the king’s bride, enter the palace

wearing beautiful robes made from
gold thread.”
14

O king, while she is wearing a gown
that has many colors,
you.

her woman servants will lead her to

She will have many other young
women who accompany her.

You love right actions,
and you hate evil actions.

15

They will be very joyful as they are
led
along
Therefore God, your God, has chosen
you to be king
to enter your palace.
16
and has caused you to be happier than
Someday, your sons and your grandany other king.
sons will become kings,
8

The perfume of various spices is on
your robes.
palaces

just as your ancestors were.

You will enable them to become rulers
Musicians entertain you in ivory in many countries.
17

As for me, I will enable people in every
generation to remember the great things
9
Among your wives are daughters of that you have done,
other kings.
and people will praise you forever.
by playing stringed instruments.

At your right hand stands your bride,
the queen, wearing beautiful ornaments
of gold that comes from Ophir.
10

bride:

Now I will say something to your

”Listen to me carefully!

Psalm 46
1

God is the one who protects us and
causes us to be strong;

he is always ready to help us when
Forget the people who live in your we have troubles.
home country,
2
So, even if the earth shakes,
forget your relatives!
we will not be afraid.
11
Because you are very beautiful,
Even if the mountains fall into the midthe king will desire to be with you.
dle of the sea,
him.

He is your master, so you must obey

3

and if the water in the sea roars and
foams,

765

PSALMS

Psalm 47

and if the hills shake violently,
we will not be afraid!
4

1
Blessings that come from God are like
You people all over the world, clap
a river that makes everyone in the city joy- your hands!
ful, there where we worship him.
Shout joyfully to praise God!
It is the city where the temple of God,
2
Yahweh, who is much greater than any
who is greater than any other god, exists.
other god, is awesome;
5
God is in this city, and it will never be
destroyed;
he is a king who rules over all the
world!
he will come to help the people in that

city at dawn every day.

3

He enabled us to defeat the armies of
Sometimes the people of many nations the people groups that lived in Canaan.
are terriﬁed;
4
He chose for us this land where we
kingdoms are overthrown;
now live;
6

God speaks loudly like thunder,

we Israelite people, whom he loves,
are proud that we own this land.

and the earth melts.
7

But Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, is with us;

5

God has gone up into his temple.

The people shouted joyfully and blew
the God whom Jacob worshiped is our trumpets as he went up.
refuge.
6
Sing songs to praise our God!
8
Come and see the things that Yahweh
does!
Sing to praise him !
Come and see the things he has destroyed all over the earth.
9

He stops wars all over the world;
he breaks bows and arrows;

Sing to God, our king!
7

God is the one who rules over everything in the world;
sing a psalm to him!

he destroys spears;

8

he burns up shields.

God sits on his sacred throne

as he rules over the people of all ethnic
God says, ”Be quiet and remember
groups.
that I am God!
10

People of all nations will honor me.
me.”

9

The rulers of those people groups
gather in front of God’s people, the people
People all over the earth will honor
descended from Abraham.

God has more power than the weapons
So never forget that Yahweh, comof
all the kings on the earth;
mander of the angel armies, is with us;
11

the God whom Jacob worshiped is our
he is great, and all people everywhere
will honor him.
refuge.

766

PSALMS

Psalm 48

11

The people who live at Mount Zion
should be happy!

The people in all the cities of Judah
Yahweh is great, and he deserves to be
greatly praised in the city where he lives, should rejoice
because you judge people fairly.
which is built on Zion, his sacred hill.
1

2

12

That city on a high hill is beautiful;

it is the city where the true God, the
great king, lives,

You Israelite people should walk
around Mount Zion
and count the towers there;

13
notice the walls there and examine
and it causes people all over the world
their strongest parts
to rejoice when they see it.
so that you can tell your children
3
God is in the strong towers there,
about them.
and he shows that he protects the
14
Say to your children, ”This is the city
people in that city.
of our God, the one who lives forever;
4

Many kings gathered with their armies
he will guide us during all of our
to attack our city,
lives.”
5
but when they saw it, they were
amazed;
they became terriﬁed, and ran away.

Psalm 49

6

Because they were very afraid, they
trembled
like a woman who is about to give
birth to a child.
7

They shook as ships sailing from
Tarshish shake in a strong wind.
8

ous,

1

You people all over the world,
2

important people and unimportant
people,
rich people and poor people,
everyone, listen to what I am saying.

We had heard that this city was glori-

and now we have seen that it is.
It is the city in which Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, lives.

You people of all people groups, listen!

3

For what I am thinking is very sensible,

and what I say will enable you to
become wise.
4

I think about wise words to tell you,

and while I play my harp, I explain
It is the city that God will preserve
what
they
mean.
forever.
5
9
I do not worry when I am in trouble,
God, here in your temple we think

about how you love us as you promised to
when I am surrounded by my enedo.
mies.
10

People all over the earth will praise

6

These are evil men who trust that
things will always go well for them bebecause you rule powerfully and cause they are wealthy
justly.
and who boast about being very rich.
you
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They may be rich, but no one can pay
they will be where dead people are,
God money
far from their homes.
so that he can live forever!

15

But it is certain that God will rescue
No one can pay God enough so that God me so that I am not held fast in the place
of the dead;
will allow him to continue to live
8

he will take me to himself.

because that cost is too much,

16
So do not be dismayed when someone
and he will never be able to pay
becomes
rich
enough.
and the houses where they live be9
No one can pay God enough money so
come more and more luxurious;
that he will live forever
17

and never die and be buried!
10

die,

We see that foolish and stupid people

for when he dies, he will take nothing
with him;
his wealth will not go with him.
18

but we see that wise people also die;
they all leave their wealth, and others
inherit it.
11

They once had houses on land that
they owned,

While a rich person is alive, he congratulates himself,
and people praise him for being successful,
19

but he will die and join his ancestors,
who will never see daylight again.

but now their graves are their homes
forever,

20

Even if someone is great, that cannot
the place where they will stay for all prevent him from dying;
time!
he will die, the same as the animals
12
do.
Even if people are great, that cannot
prevent them from dying;
do.

people all die, the same as the animals

Psalm 50

13

That is what happens to those who
foolishly trust in what they have accomplished,
to those who are delighted in all that
they possess.

1

God, the all-powerful one, speaks;

he summons all people,
from the east to the west.
2

His glory shines from Mount Zion in
They are certain to die just like sheep Jerusalem,
an extremely beautiful city.
when a shepherd leads them away to
3
be slaughtered.
Our God comes to us,
14

In the morning the righteous people will
rule over them,
and then those wealthy people will
die and their bodies will quickly decay in
their graves;
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He shouts to the angels in heaven

The sacriﬁce that I really want is that
you thank me

and to the people on the earth.
5

He says, ”Summon those who faithfully
do.
worship me,
those who made a covenant with me
by offering sacriﬁces to me.”
6

The angels in heaven declare,

15

7

God says, ”My people, listen!
You Israelite people, listen,

Pray to me when you have troubles.

If you do that, I will rescue you, and
then you will praise me.
16

”God is righteous,
and he is the supreme judge.”

and do all that you have promised to

But I say this to the wicked people:

Why do you recite my commandments
or talk about the covenant that I made
with you?
17

For you have refused to allow me to
as I, your God, say what you have done discipline you,
that is wrong.
and you have rejected what I told you

I am not rebuking you for making sac- to do.
18
riﬁces to me,
Every time that you see a thief, you
for the offerings that you always burn become his friend,
on the altar for me.
and you spend much time with those
8

But I do not really need the bulls from who commit adultery.
19
your barns
You are always talking about doing
wicked
things,
and the goats from your pens that you
sacriﬁce,
and you are always trying to deceive
10
because all the animals in the forest people.
9

belong to me,

20

You are always accusing members of
and all the cattle on a thousand hills your own family
also belong to me.
and slandering them.
11

21
I know and own all the birds in the
You did all those things, and I did not
mountains,
say anything to you,

and all the creatures that move around
so you thought that I was a sinner just
in the ﬁelds.
like you.
12

So if I were hungry, I would not tell
But now I rebuke you and accuse you,
you to bring me some food
right in front of you.
22
because everything in the world beSo, all you who have ignored me, pay
longs to me!
attention to this,
13

I do not eat the ﬂesh of the bulls that
because if you do not, I will tear you to
you sacriﬁce,
pieces,
and I do not drink the blood of the
goats that you offer to me.
you.
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The sacriﬁce that truly honors me is
if you forgive me, then I will be absoto thank me for what I have done;
lutely right with you.
8

and I will save those who always do
the things that I want them to.”

Allow me to rejoice again;

sad,

but now let me rejoice again.

Psalm 51
1

you have made me immeasurably

9

Do not continue to remember the sins
that I have committed;

O God, act mercifully toward me

forget the evil things that I have done.

because you love me faithfully;

10

O God, make me want to do the things
that you approve of.

because you are very merciful,
forget the ways that I disobeyed you!

Make me want to do only what is right.

11
Do not reject me as one of your peoMake me acceptable to you again, even
ple,
though I did wrong things;
and do not make your holy Spirit leave
forgive the guilt of my sin and accept
me.
me.
12
Make me happy again by rescuing me
3
I say that because I know the ways that
from my guilt,
I have disobeyed you;
and always help me by making me
I cannot forget them.
sincerely want to obey you.
4
13
You, you only, are the one I that have
If you do that, I will teach other sinreally sinned against,
ners what you want them to do;
and you have seen the evil things that
they will repent and obey you.
I have done.
14
O God, you are the one who saves me;
When you say that I am guilty, you are
forgive me for being guilty of causing
right,
someone who was not my enemy to die.
2

and when you judge me, you justly
When you do that, I will sing joyfully
say that I deserve to be punished.
about your being very good and righteous.
5
15
I have been a sinner since the day that
O Yahweh, help me to speak
I was born;
in order that I may praise you.
truly, I have been like that since my
16
When people only bring sacriﬁces to
mother conceived me.
you, that does not please you.
6

What you desire is that in my inner
If that were enough to please you, I
being I desire what is true
would do the same.
in order that you can teach me in my
But you are not pleased with burnt ofinner being how to act wisely.
ferings alone.
7

17
Forgive the guilt of my sins, and after
The sacriﬁce that you really want is
that happens, I will be completely accept- for people to be truly humble and sorry
able to you;
for having sinned.
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O God, you will not refuse that kind
When righteous people see that, they
of sacriﬁce.
will be awestruck,
18

O God, be good to the people who live
and they will laugh at what happened
in Jerusalem;
to you, and say,
walls.

make them able to rebuild the city

7

”Look what happened to the man who
would not ask God to protect him;

19

When that happens, they will bring
he trusted that his great wealth would
you the proper sacriﬁces:
save him;
normal animal sacriﬁces and sacrihe grew more powerful by wickedly
ﬁces to be completely burned.
hurting other people.”
altar,

They will burn young bulls on your

8

But I am secure because I worship in
God’s temple;

and you will be pleased.

I am like a strong green olive tree.
I trust in God, who faithfully loves us
forever.

Psalm 52

9

1

You proud man, you think that you are
strong;
you boast about the trouble that you
make for others,
but God faithfully protects people from
you every day.
2

All during the day you plan to get rid
of others;
what you say is like a sharp blade,

God, I will always thank you for everything you have done.
I will wait patiently because you are
so good,
especially when I stand before your
faithful people.

Psalm 53
1

and you are always deceiving others.

Only foolish people say to themselves,
“There is no God!”

People who say that are corrupt; they
You like doing what is evil more than
commit terrible sins;
you like doing what is good,
3

there is not one of them who does
and you like telling lies more than
what
is
good.
you like telling the truth.
2
God looks down from heaven and sees
You, the one who says things to deceive
humans;
people,
4

you like to say things that hurt people!
5

he looks to see if any man is very wise
and seeks to know God.

But God will get rid of you forever;

3
But everyone has turned away from
he will grab you and drag you from
God. They are depraved and do disgustyour home
ing, ﬁlthy things.
and take you away from this world
No one does what is good.
where people are alive.
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Will all these evil people never learn
what God will do to them?

Yahweh defends me from my enemies.
5

He will cause the evil things that they
They hurt Yahweh’s people with terri- want to do to me to happen to them inble violence. They had no guilt in what stead;
they did. They had the same expression
because you faithfully do what you
on their faces as people eating bread at have promised to me, destroy them.
dinner.
6
Yahweh, I will gladly give an offering
And what is worse is that they never to you because I want to,
prayed to Yahweh.
and I will thank you, for you are good
5
But someday those people will become to me;
very terriﬁed,
7
you have rescued me from all my troualthough they have nothing to fear. bles,
For God will cause those who attack you
and I have seen that you have defeated
to die,
my enemies.
and he will scatter their bones.
They have rejected God,
so he will cause them to be defeated
and completely disgraced.

Psalm 55
1

6

God, listen to my prayer,

I wish that God would come and rescue
and do not turn away from me while
the Israelite people!
I am pleading with you.
God, when you bless your people
2
Listen to me and answer me
again,
because I am overwhelmed by all my
all the Israelite people, all the descen- troubles.
dants of Jacob, will rejoice.
3
My enemies terrify me;
wicked people oppress me.

Psalm 54

They cause me to have great troubles;

1

God, by your power save me from my me.
enemies,
4
and show people that I have not done
anything that is wrong!
2

God, listen to my prayer;

die.
5

listen to what I say to you
3

me;

because strangers are trying to attack
proud men are wanting to kill me,
men who have no respect for you.

4

they are angry with me, and they hate
I am terriﬁed,
and I am very much afraid that I will
I am very fearful and I tremble;
I am completely terriﬁed.

6

I said, ”I wish that I had wings like a
dove!
If I had wings, I would ﬂy away and ﬁnd
a place to rest.
7

But God is the one who helps me;
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and live in the wilderness.

and he will save me.
17

Each morning, noontime, and evening
I tell him what I am concerned about, and
where my enemies could not strike
I moan,
me like a strong wind and rainstorm.”
and he hears my voice.
9
Lord, confuse my enemies and cause
18
He saves my life and makes me safe
their plans to fail.
8

I would quickly ﬁnd a safe place

when I am ﬁghting a terrible battle
I saw them hurting others by their
violence and causing riots throughout the against my enemies.
city.
There are many enemies coming to
10
During each day and night they march ﬁght against me!
around on top of its walls,
19
God is the one who has ruled everyble.
11

committing crimes and causing trou- thing forever,

and he will put those who fought
against me in their place.

They destroy things everywhere.

He will cause my enemies to be defeated
They oppress people and defraud
and disgraced
people in the marketplaces.
because they do not change their evil
If it were an enemy who was making
behavior
fun of me,
and because they do not have any
I could endure it.
respect for God.
If it were someone who hates me, who
20
My companion, whom I mentioned
despises me,
previously, betrayed his friends
I could hide from him.
and broke the agreement that he made
13
But it is someone who is just like me, with them.
my companion,
21
What he said was as easy to listen to
someone who was my friend who is as butter is easy to swallow,
doing this to me.
but in his inner being he hated people;
14
We previously had many good talks
his words were as soothing as olive oil,
together;
but they hurt people as sharp swords
we walked around together in God’s
do.
temple.
12

22

15

I desire that my enemies will go down
alive
are.

to the place where the dead people

Put your troubles in Yahweh’s hands,
and he will take care of you;

he will never allow disaster to destroy
righteous people.

23
I want this because they do evil things
God, you will cause murderers and
in their homes.
liars to die before they have lived half as
16
But I will ask Yahweh, my God, to help long as they expect to live;

me,

but as for me, I will trust in you.
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Psalm 56

9

When I call out to you, my God, my
enemies will be defeated;

I know that will happen because you
God, act mercifully toward me because
are ﬁghting for me.
men are attacking me!
10
I praise you that you do what you
All day long an enemy presses closer
and closer to me because they want to take have promised;
my life.
Yahweh, I will always praise you for
2
All day long my enemies seek to crush that.
11
the life from me,
I trust in you, and as a result, I will
not
be
afraid.
there are many enemies attacking
me!
I know that humans cannot really
3
harm me!
But whenever I am afraid,
1

12

I trust in you.
4

God, I praise you because you do what
you have promised;
I trust in you, and then I am not afraid.

I will bring to you the offering that I
promised;
I will bring an offering to you to thank
you

13
because you have rescued me from
Ordinary humans certainly cannot being killed;
harm me!
you have kept me from stumbling.
5
All day long my enemies claim that I
And so I will continue to live with God
said things that I did not say;
every day
they are always thinking of ways to
in his light that gives me life.
harm me.
6

In order to cause trouble for me, they
hide
and watch everything that I do,

Psalm 57

waiting for an opportunity to kill me.

1

God, act mercifully toward me!

7

So, God, punish them for the wicked
Act mercifully toward me because I am
things that they are doing;
coming to you to protect me.
show that you are angry by defeating
I request you to protect me as little
those people!
birds are protected under their mother’s
wings
8
You have counted all the times that I
have been wandering alone;

until the storm is ended.

2
it is as though you have put all my
God, you who are greater than all other
tears in a bottle
gods,

so that you can see how much I have
I cry out to you, the one who enables
cried.
me to be all that you desire.
3
You have counted my tears and writYou will answer me from heaven and
rescue me,
ten the number in your book.
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but you will cause those who oppress
God, show in the heavens that you
me to be defeated and disgraced!
are very great!

God will always faithfully love me as
Show your glory to people all over the
he has promised me.
earth!
4

Sometimes I am surrounded by my enemies, who are as ready to kill me as lions
are to kill people;
they are like lions that chew to bits
the animals that they kill.
But my enemies are human, and they
have spears and arrows, not teeth;
they say false things about me.

Psalm 58
1

When you rulers speak, you never say
what is right;
putes.

you people never justly decide dis-

2
No, in your inner beings you think only
God, show in the heavens that you are
about doing what is wrong,
very great!
and you commit violent crimes everyShow your glory to people all over the
where in this land of Israel.
earth!
3
Wicked people do wrong things and
6
It is as if my enemies have spread a
tell lies from the time that they are born.
net to seize me,
4
What wicked people say injures people
and I became very distressed.
like the venom of a snake.
It is as if they have dug a deep pit along
They refuse to listen to commands; it
the path where I walk,
is as though they were deaf cobras.
but they themselves fell into it!
5
As a result, like a snake that does not
7
God, I am very conﬁdent in you.
respond when a charmer plays a ﬂute or
when
someone sings magic songs,
I will sing to you,
they do not pay attention when others
and I will praise you while I sing.
rebuke
them.
8
It is an honor to wake up and praise
6
God, as for these enemies who want
you.
to attack me like young lions,
I will arise before the sun rises
break the teeth in their mouths!
and praise you while I play my big
7
Cause them to disappear as water disharp or my lyre.
appears in dry ground!
9
Lord, I will thank you among all the
Cause the arrows that they shoot to
people;
have no heads!
and I will sing songs of praise about you
8
Cause them to become like snails that
to many people groups.
disappear in the slime;
10
For your love for us is as great as
cause them to be like a baby that is
the distance from the earth to the sky,
born dead!
and your faithfulness to us goes up to
9
I hope that you will get rid of them
the clouds.
5
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as fast as thornbushes are blown away
snarling like vicious dogs as they
after they are cut.
prowl around this city.
7
They loudly say terrible things;
People who do what is right will
rejoice when they see God punish the
they say things that destroy as much
wicked people;
as swords do,
they will wash their feet in the blood
because they are saying, “No one will
of wicked people.
hear us!”
10

11

Then people will say, ”It is true that
there is a reward for righteous people;

8

But Yahweh, you laugh at them.

You scoff at the people of the pagan
and there is indeed a God who judges nations.
people justly here on the earth!”
9
God, I have conﬁdence in you because
you are very strong;

Psalm 59
1

you are my refuge.
10

Because you love me, you will come
to save me as you have promised;

God, save me from my enemies!

you will allow me to watch while you
Protect me from those who want to
defeat
my enemies.
attack me!
11
But do not kill them immediately;
2
Keep me safe from men who want to
do what is wicked,

it is good that my people should not
forget how you punished them!

from men who are murderers!
3

me.

Look! They are waiting to kill me!
Fierce men have gathered to assault

Yahweh, they are doing that even
though I have not done what is wrong!

Instead, Lord, you who are like a shield
that protects us,
scatter them by your power, and then
defeat them.
12

Because what they say is sinful,

allow them to be trapped for being
It is not because I have committed any
proud.
sin against them
Because they are always cursing and
that they run and get ready to attack telling lies,
me. Please look at my situation and help
13
because you are angry, get rid of
me.
them;
5
Yahweh my God, commander of the andestroy them completely
gel armies, the one we Israelites worship,
so that people will know that you rule
arise and punish the people of all the
over us, your Israelite people,
nations who do not honor you;
4

do not act mercifully toward those
wicked people who have acted treacherously toward us.
6

They return each evening,

and that you rule over all the earth.

14

They return each evening,

snarling like vicious dogs as they
prowl around this city.
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They roam around, searching for food

so that we, the people you love, will
be
saved.”
and if they do not ﬁnd enough, they
6
growl like dogs.
Then God answered my prayer and
16
But as for me, I will sing about your spoke from his temple, saying,
power;

”Because I have conquered your eneevery morning I will sing joyfully mies, I will divide the city of Shechem,
about your faithfully loving us.
and I will distribute among my people
I will sing about how you protected me the land in Succoth Valley.
when I was very distressed.
7
The region of Gilead is mine;
17
God, you are the one who enables me
the people of the tribe of Manasseh are
to be strong;
mine;
you are my refuge;
the tribe of Ephraim is like my helmet;
you faithfully love me, just as you
and the tribe of Judah is like the scepter
have promised in your covenant.
with which I rule.

Psalm 60

8

The region of Moab is like my washbasin;

I throw my sandal into the region of
I prayed, ”God, you have rejected us
Edom to show that it belongs to me;
Israelites!
I shout triumphantly because I have
Because you have been angry with us,
defeated the people of all the region of
you have enabled our enemies to Philistia.
break through our ranks.
9
Because I want to defeat the people of
Please enable us to be strong again!
Edom,
2
It was as though you made a big earthwho will lead my army to their capital
quake in which the ground split open.
city that has strong walls around it?”
So now, make us strong again,
10
So, God, it seems that you have truly
because it is as though our country is abandoned us;
falling apart.
it seems that you do not go with us
3
You have caused us, your people, to
when our armies march out to ﬁght our
suffer very much;
enemies.
it is as though you had taken away our
11
We need you to help us when we ﬁght
strength by making us drink strong wine.
against our enemies
4
But you have raised a battle ﬂag for
because the help that humans can
those who honor you.
give us is worthless.
They will show your banner when
12
But with you helping us, we will win;
they face the enemies’ arrows.
1

5

Answer our prayers and enable us by
you will enable us to defeat our eneyour power to defeat our enemies
mies.
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Psalm 61
1

Psalm 62
1

God is the only one who can give me
peace in my inner being,

God, listen to me
and answer my prayer.

and he is the one who saves me from
While I am discouraged and far from my enemies.
my home,
2
Only he is like a huge rock on which I
can be safe;
I am calling out to you.
2

he is like a fortress high up that my
Lead me to a place that will be like a
enemies
cannot climb.
high rock
3
When will you, my enemies, stop aton top of which I will be safe.
tacking me?
3
You have been my refuge;
I feel that I am as weak against you
you have been like a strong tower
as a leaning wall or a broken-down fence.
in which my enemies cannot attack

me.
4

Allow me to live close to your sacred
tent all during my life!
Allow me to be safe as a little bird is safe
under its mother’s wings.
5

God, you heard me when I solemnly
promised to give offerings to you;

4

My enemies plan to remove me from
my important position so that people no
longer honor me.
They delight in telling lies.
They bless people by what they say,
but in their inner beings they curse
those people.
5

God is the only one who gives me peace
in my inner being;

you have given to me the blessings that
he is the one whom I conﬁdently exbelong to those who have an awesome repect
to
help me.
spect for you.
6
Only he is like a huge rock on which I
6
I am the king of Israel;
can be safe;
please allow me to live and rule for
he is like a shelter; my enemies can
many years,
never reach me there.
also.

and allow my descendants to rule

7

God is the one who saves me and honors me.

7

Allow us to rule forever while you obHe is like a huge, strong rock on which
serve us;
I can ﬁnd shelter.
watch over us while you faithfully
love us and do for us what you promised.

8

Tell him all your troubles

8

If you do that, I will always sing to
praise you

You my people, always trust in him.
because we go to him for safety.

9

People who are considered to be unimwhile I offer to you each day the sac- portant are as unreliable as a breath of
riﬁces that I promised to give to you.
air;
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people who are considered to be important also really amount to nothing.

and the food ﬁlls me.

loves us, as he promised.

and your hand protects me.

I will have great happiness when
If you put them all on a scale, it would I praise you with the words that I speak
be as if they weighed less than a puff of about you.
air.
6
While I lie on my bed, I think about
10
Do not trust in money gained by ex- you.
torting it from others;
I think about you all during the night.
do not try to gain anything by robbing
7
For you have always helped me,
others.
and I sing joyfully knowing that you
If you become very wealthy, do not trust
protect me
in your money.
as a bird protects her young under
11
I have heard God say more than once
her wings.
that he is the one who really has power,
8
I follow you closely,
12
and that he is the one who faithfully
He rewards every one of us according
to the deeds that we do.

9

will die and descend into the place of
the dead;

Psalm 63
1

10

they will be killed in battles

God, you are the God whom I worship. dogs.

and their corpses will be eaten by

11

I greatly desire to be with you
as a person in a dry hot wilderness
greatly desires some water.
2

But those who are trying to kill me

I have been with you in your temple

But I, the king of Israel, will rejoice in
what God has done;
and all those who ask God to conﬁrm
their word will praise him,

but he will not allow liars to say anyIn order to see that you are loving and
thing.
powerful.
3

You always love me, as you promised
in your covenant; this is worth more than
my entire life,

Psalm 64

so I will always praise you.

4

1

God, listen to me as I tell you the things
about
which I am worried.
I will praise you all the time that I live;

pray.

I will lift up my hands to you while I

I am afraid of my enemies; please
save me from them.

2
Protect me from what wicked men are
You ﬁll me up and you meet every need
planning to do to me;
I have.
5

My response to you is much like when
protect me from that group of men
who do what is evil.
I eat a delicious banquet of rich foods

779

PSALMS
3

The hostile things they say are like
sharp swords;

Psalm 65

their cruel words are like arrows.

1

God, it is right for us to praise you in
4
They are not afraid of anyone; they lie Jerusalem
about people and slander those who have
and to do what we have promised you
done no wrong.
that we would do
2
They are like someone who sudbecause you answer our prayers.
denly jumps up from where he is hiding
People everywhere will come to you
and shoots arrows at his enemies.
3
Our many sins are like a very heavy
5
They encourage each other about doing the evil things that they are planning burden to us,
to do;

but you forgive us.

4
they talk with each other about where
How fortunate are those whom you
they can set traps to catch people.
have chosen

They say, ”No one will see what we
to always be in your temple courtare doing
yards.
6

because we have planned very well
We will be satisﬁed with all the blessings
the things that we are going to do.”
that you will give us because we worship
What people can think and plan in you in your sacred temple.
their inner beings is truly amazing!

5

God, when we pray to you, you answer
us
and
save us by doing awesome deeds;
7
But it will be as though God will shoot
his arrows at them,
you are the one who rescues us;
and suddenly they will be wounded.

people who live in very remote places
on
the earth, on the other side of the
8
Because what they say proves they are
oceans, trust in you.
guilty, God will get rid of them.

6
You are the one who put the mountains
Everyone who sees what has happened to them will shake their heads to in their places,
mock them.
showing that you are very powerful.
9

7
Then everyone will be afraid to sin beYou are the one who calms the seas
cause of what might happen to them also; when they roar,

done,

they will tell others what God has

and stop the waves from pounding
on the shore;

and they themselves will think much
you also calm people when they cause
about it.
a lot of trouble.
10

8
Righteous people should rejoice bePeople who live in very remote places
cause of what Yahweh has done;
on the earth

they should go to him to ﬁnd refuge;
and all those who honor him will praise
him.

are awed by the miracles that you
perform;
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people who live far to the west and
They should say to God, ”The things
far to the east shout joyfully.
that you do are awesome!
9

You take care of the soil and send rain,
causing many good things to grow;

Your power is very great,
with the result that your enemies
cringe in front of you.”

you ﬁll the streams with water

4

and cause grain to grow.
This is what you have determined
would happen.

God,

sing to praise him,

10

You send plenty of rain on the ﬁelds
that have been plowed,
and you ﬁll the furrows with water.

Everyone on the earth will worship

and honor him.
5

Come and think about what God has
done!

With showers you soften the hard clods
Think about the awesome things that
of soil,
he has done among people.
6
and you bless the soil by causing young
He caused the sea to become dry land,
plants to grow.
with the result that our ancestors
11
Because you bless the soil, there are were able to walk right through it.
very good crops at harvest season;
There we rejoiced because of what he
wherever you have gone, good crops had done.
are very abundant.
7
He rules forever by his power,
12
The pastures in the wilderness are
and he keeps watching all the nations
wet with the morning dew,
to see what evil things they do.
it is as though the hills are singing
joyful songs.
The nations that want to rebel against
13
The meadows are covered with sheep him should not be proud.
and goats,

and the valleys are full of grain;

8

God!

You people of all nations, praise our

Praise him loudly in order that people
it is as though they also sing and shout
will hear you as you praise him.
joyfully.
9

Psalm 66
1

He has kept us alive,

and he has not allowed us to fall into
disaster.
10

Tell everyone on the earth

God, you have tested us;

you have allowed us to experience great
that they should sing joyfully to praise
diﬃculties to make our lives become pure
God!
as people put precious metals in a hot
They should sing songs that say that
ﬁre to burn out what is impure.
God is very great,
2

11
It is as if you allowed us to fall into
and they should tell everyone that he
traps,
is very glorious!
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and you forced us to endure diﬃcult
he continues to love me as he promised
things that were like heavy loads to carry in his covenant to do.
on our backs.
12

You allowed our enemies to trample
on us;
we experienced diﬃculties walking
through ﬁres and ﬂoods,
but now you have made us safe.

Psalm 67
1

us;

God, act mercifully toward us and bless

act kindly toward us.
I will bring to your temple offerings
2
Do this in order that everyone in the
that are to be completely burned on the alworld may know what you want them to
tar;
do,
I will offer to you what I promised.
and the people of all nations may know
14
When I was experiencing much trou- that you have the power to save them.
ble, I said that I would bring offerings to
3
God, I desire that all people groups
you if you rescued me;
may praise you;
and you did rescue me, so I will bring
I want them all to praise you!
to you what I promised.
4
I desire that the people of all nations
15
I will bring sheep to be burned on the
will be glad and sing joyfully
altar,
because you judge the people groups
and I will also sacriﬁce bulls and goats;
equally,
when they are burning, you will be
and you guide all the nations in the
pleased as the smoke rises up to you.
world.
16
All you people who have a reverential
5
God, I desire that the people groups
respect for God, come and listen,
may praise you;
and I will tell you what he has done
I want them all to praise you!
for me.
6
Good crops have grown on our land;
17
I called out to him to help me,
God, our God, has blessed us.
and I praised him while I was speaking
7
Because God has blessed us,
to him.
13

I desire that all people everywhere on
If I had ignored the sins that I had
the
earth may have an awesome respect
committed,
for him.
the Lord would not have paid any
attention to me.
18

19

But because I confessed my sins, God
has listened to me

Psalm 68

and has paid attention to my prayers.
20

I praise God

1

God, arise and scatter your enemies,

and cause those who hate you to run
because he has not ignored my away from you.
2
As wind blows smoke away,
prayers;
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you chase your enemies away.

because you were good to them, you
provided food for those who were poor.

As wax melts when it is near a ﬁre,
may you cause wicked people to disappear.

11

The Lord spoke this message,

and many people took his message to
other
places.
3
But may the righteous people be joyful;
12-13
They proclaimed, “Many kings and
may they rejoice when they are in
their
armies
are running away from our
God’s presence;
army!”
may they be happy and very joyful.
When our army brought back to their
4
Sing to God; sing to praise him;
homes the things that they captured,
sing a song for him who rides in the
the women who were at home didesert plains;
vided up those things among themselves
his name is Yahweh; be glad when you and among their families.
are in his presence.
They got statues of pigeons whose
5
God, who lives in his sacred temple, is wings were covered with silver
like a father to those who are orphans,
and whose feathers were covered
and he is the one who protects wid- with pure yellow gold. But some of the
ows.
people stayed with the sheep and did not
6
He provides families for those who go to ﬁght in the battle. Why did you not
go?
have no one to live with.
14

When Almighty God scattered the enHe frees prisoners and enables them to
emy kings and their armies,
be successful,
it reminded me of a snowstorm on
but those who rebel against him
Mount
Zalmon!
will be forced to live in a very hot and dry
land.

15

There is a very high mountain in the
Bashan
hills,
God, you led your people out of Egypt,
a mountain that has many peaks.
and then you marched with them
16
through the desert.
But the people who live near that
8
mountain
should not envy those who live
After you did that,
near Mount Zion,
the earth shook at Mount Sinai when
the mountain on which God chose to
you appeared to your people,
live!
and rain poured down from the sky,
Yahweh will live there forever!
and your people worshiped you.
7

9

You caused plenty of rain to fall there
in the wilderness,

17

After we defeated all our enemies,

it was as though the Lord, surrounded
and so you enabled good crops to by many thousands of strong chariots, degrow again on that land that you gave to scended from Mount Sinai
us Israelites.
and came into the sacred temple in
10
Your people built homes there;
Jerusalem.
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He ascended the sacred mountain
and young women who are beating
where his temple is
their tambourines are between them.
26
They are all singing, ”You Israelite peoand took with him many people who
ple, praise God when you gather together;
had been captured in battles;

praise Yahweh, all you who are dehe received gifts from the enemies
scendants of Jacob!”
whom he had defeated.
27
First come the people of the tribe of
He received gifts even from those who
Benjamin,
the smallest tribe,
had rebelled against him,
and following them come the leaders
and Yahweh, our God, will live there
of the tribe of Judah and their group,
in his sacred temple forever.

and following them come the leaders of
Praise the Lord, who helps us carry
the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali.
our heavy loads every day;
28
You people of Israel, God made our
he is the one who saves us.
tribes very strong.
20
Our God is the God who saves us;
God, help us with your power as you
He is Yahweh, our Lord, the one who helped us in the past.
allows us to escape from dying in battles.
29
Show us that you are strong,
19

But God will smash the heads of his there where you are in your temple in
Jerusalem;
enemies,
21

kings bring gifts to you there.

the long-haired skulls of those who
continue to behave sinfully.

30

Shout as you defeat your enemies,
such
as
those in Egypt, who are like wild
The Lord said, ”I will bring back the
corpses of my enemies who were killed in animals living in the reeds.
Bashan,
Shout as you defeat the powerful nations,
who are like herds of bulls.
and I will bring back those who sank
22

deep in the ocean and drowned.
23

I will do that so that you may wash
your feet in their blood,
and your dogs can also lap up some
of your enemies’ blood.”
24

God, many people see you march triumphantly into your sacred temple,
celebrating that you have defeated
your enemies.
You march like a king does, and a
large crowd walks with you.

Shame them; make them bow down and
give you gifts.
Drive away and scatter the people
groups who love to attack other nations.
31

Then the leaders of Egypt will bring
gifts to you.
then the people in Ethiopia will rush
to lift up their hands to praise you.
32

You people who are citizens of kingdoms all over the world, sing to God!
Sing praises to Yahweh!

33
Sing to the God, the one who rides in
The singers are in front, and the people who play stringed instruments are at the sky,
the rear,
the sky that he created long ago.
25
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Listen as he shouts with a very powerful
voice.
34

Proclaim that God is very powerful;

and in the skies he also shows that he
is powerful.
35

God is awesome as he comes out of
his sacred temple;
he is the God whom we Israelite people
worship.
He gives power and strength to his people.
Praise God!

O God, you see the sins that I have
committed.
You know that I have foolishly disobeyed your laws.
6

O Yahweh God, commander of the angel armies,
do not allow the wrong things that I
have done
cause those who trust in you to be
disappointed.
O God, whom we Israelite people worship,

Psalm 69

do not allow me to cause them to be
shamed.

O God, save me

7

People have insulted me because I am
devoted to you.

because I am in great danger.
It is as though the ﬂood water were
up to my neck, and I were about to drown.
2

They demand that I return to them
things that I did not steal!
5

he is the king that rules over Israel,

1

and they tell lies about me.

I continue to sink in the deep mud,

and there is no solid ground for me
to stand on.
I am in deep water,

They have thoroughly humiliated me.
8

Even my own older brothers act as if
they do not know me;
they treat me like a foreigner.
9

ple;

Some people have despised your tem-

but because I have tried to keep your
temple holy, people have caused trouble
I am exhausted from calling out for for me.

and the ﬂood is swirling around me.
3

help;

So it is as though those who are insulting
you are also insulting me.

my throat is very dry.

10
Because I have cried so much as I have
When I have humbled myself and
waited for God to help me,
fasted

my eyes are swollen from tears.

to show my sadness about the disgraceful
things
that they have done to your tem4
Those who hate me when there is no
ple,
reason to hate me
are more than the number of hairs
on my head!

they just insult me.

11

When I put on rough sackcloth to
Those who want to get rid of me are show that I am sad,
they laugh at me.
strong,
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20
Even the elders of the city say bad
Their insults have deeply offended
things about me.
me,

and I feel helpless.

The drunkards of the city sing disgusting songs about me.

I searched for someone who would pity
me,
But Yahweh, I will continue praying
to you.
but there was no one.
13

At the time that you choose, answer me
and rescue me
because you faithfully love me, as you
have promised to do.
14

Do not allow me to sink anymore in
the mud.
Rescue me from those who hate me!

I wanted someone to encourage me,
but there was no one.
21

Instead, they gave me food that tasted
like poison,
and when I was thirsty, they gave me
sour wine to drink.
22

Lift me up out of these deep waters!

I hope their own food will kill them;

I hope that this will happen when they
Do not allow the ﬂoods to swirl think that they are completely safe.
around me;
23
I hope that their eyes become dim so
do not allow the deep mud to swallow that they cannot see anything
me;
and that their backs will become
keep me from sinking into the pit of weaker and weaker.
death.
24
Show them that you are very angry
16
O Yahweh, answer my prayer and with them!
help me
Because of your great anger, chase
because you are good
them and catch them.
15

and I can depend on your love for me.
You have not punished me for what I
deserve.
I know you will listen to me!
17

Come near to me and save me;

27

You know that I am insulted
and that people shame and dishonor

you know who all my enemies are.

may there be no one to live in their

they look at how those whom you
have punished suffer, and they tell others
about it.

rescue me from my enemies.

me;

tents.

Do this because they persecute those
whom you have punished,

because I am in great trouble.

19

Cause their towns to become abandoned;

26

Do not hide yourself from me;

answer me quickly
18

25

Keep making a record of all their sins,

do not fail to punish them for the evil
things that they have done.
28

Erase their names from the book containing the names of those who have eternal life;
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do not include them in the list of righteous people.
29

ing.

Psalm 70

As for me, I have pain and am suffer-

1

God, please save me!
Yahweh, come quickly to help me!

O God, protect me and rescue me.

2

Disgrace those who are happy about
When God does that, I will sing as I my troubles, those who are trying to kill
me.
praise God,
30

Chase them away; make everyone
shame them, for they want to see me suf31
My doing that will please Yahweh fer.
more than sacriﬁcing oxen,
3
I hope that you will cause them to bemore than offering him full grown come dismayed and ashamed
bulls.
because they have been happy about
32
Oppressed people will see that God my troubles.
has rescued me,
4
But I hope that everyone who prays to
you will rejoice because of you.
and they will be glad.
and I will honor him by thanking him.

I hope that everyone who waits for
I desire that all who request God to help
you to rescue them will say,
them may be encouraged.
“God is great!”
33
Yahweh listens to those who are
needy;

5

As for me, I am poor and needy;

so God, come quickly to help me!

he does not ignore those who have
suffered for him.

Yahweh, you are the one who saves and
I desire that everything will praise helps me,
God—
so please come quickly!
34

everything that is in heaven and on
earth and all the creatures that are in the
seas.

Psalm 71

35

God will rescue the people of
Jerusalem from their enemies,
and he will rebuild the towns that are
in Judah.

1

Yahweh, I have come to you to be safe;
never allow me to become ashamed.

2

Because you always do what is right,
help
me and rescue me;
His people will live there and again possess the land.
listen to me, and save me!
36

3
The descendants of his people will
Be like a huge rock on top of which I
inherit it,
can be safe;

and those who love him will live there
be like a strong fortress in which I am
safe.
safely.
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You have commanded your angels to
cause those who want to harm me to
rescue me.
be shamed and disgraced.
4

14

But as for me, I will continually and
conﬁdently expect you to do great things
from the power of unjust and evil
for me,

God, rescue me from wicked people,

men.

and I will praise you more and more.

5

Yahweh, my Lord, you are the one
whom I conﬁdently expect to help me;
I have trusted in you ever since I was
young.
6

I have depended on you all my life;

15

I will tell people that you do what is
right;
all during the day I will tell people how
you have saved me,

although what you have done is more
you have taken care of me since the than I can fully understand.
day that I was born,
16
Yahweh, my Lord, I will praise you
so I will always praise you.
for your mighty deeds;
7
The manner in which you have resI will proclaim that only you always
cued me has been an example to many act justly.
people
17
God, you have taught me many things
because they realize that you have ever since I was young,
been my strong defender.
and I still tell people about your won8
I praise you all during the day,
derful deeds.
18
and I proclaim that you are glorious.
Now, God, when I am old and my hair
Now when I have become an old man, is gray,
do not reject me;
do not abandon me.
9

do not abandon me now when I am
Stay with me while I continue to pronot strong anymore.
claim to my children and grandchildren.
10

me;

My enemies say that they want to kill

19

God, you do many righteous deeds;

it is as though they extend up to the
they talk together and plan how they sky.
can do that.
You have done great things;
11
They say, ”God has abandoned him;
there is no one like you.
so now we can pursue him and seize
20
You have caused us to have many
him
troubles and to suffer much,
because there is no one who will resbut you will cause us to become strong
cue him.”
again;
12
God, do not stay far away from me;
when I am almost dead, you will keep
hurry to help me!
us alive.
13

21
Cause those who accuse me to be deYou will cause me to be greatly honfeated and destroyed;
ored,
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and you will encourage me again.

as they enjoy the showers that fall on
the
land.
22
I will also praise you while I play my
7
harp;
I hope that people may live righteously
during
the years that he rules
I will praise you, my God, for faithfully
doing what you have promised to do.

and that the people may live
I will play hymns to praise you, the holy peacefully and prosperously as long as the
moon shines.
God whom we Israelites worship.
23

8

I hope that the king of Israel may rule
the people

I will shout joyfully while I sing;

with my entire inner being I will sing
because you have rescued me.
24

All during the day I will tell people
that you act righteously
because those who wanted to harm me
will have been defeated and disgraced.

in all the area from one sea in the east
to another in the west
and from the Euphrates River to the
most remote places on earth.
9

I hope that those who live in the wilderness may bow down before him
and that his enemies may throw themselves on the ground in submission to our
king.

Psalm 72
1

10
O God, enable the king whom you apI hope that the king of the land of
pointed in Israel to rule justly.
Tarshish and the kings of the islands in the
Show him how to judge matters fairly sea may pay taxes to the king of Israel.

I hope that the king of Sheba to the
south and the king of Seba to the southand that he may govern your opwest may bring him gifts.
pressed people justly.
11
I hope that all the other kings in the
3
I desire that all over the country—even
world may bow before the king of Israel
on the hills and mountains —
and that people of all nations may
people will live peacefully and righserve our king.
teously.
12
He rescues poor people when they
4
Help your king to defend the poor peocry out for help,
ple
2

so that he may judge your people fairly

and he helps those who are needy and
and to rescue needy people and to
those who have no one to help them.
defeat those who oppress them.
13
5
He pities those who are weak and
I desire that your king may live as long
needy;
as the sun shines,
he saves the people’s lives.
as long as the moon shines, forever.
14
Our king rescues people from being
I desire that his rule may be enjoyed
oppressed and from being treated cruelly
by the people
6

crops,

as they enjoy rain on the growing

because their lives are precious to our
king.
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time!

I hope that our king may live a long

to those who, with all their inner
being, want to do all that he desires.

2
As for me, I almost stopped trusting in
I hope that he may be given gold from
God;
Sheba.

I was almost guilty of committing a great
I desire that people may always pray for
sin against him
our king
3

because I saw those who proudly said
that they did not need God, and I wanted
16
I hope that the ﬁelds may produce
to be like them.
plenty of grain everywhere, even on the
I saw that they became wealthy even
tops of the hills in the land where he rules,
though they were wicked.
like the grain that grows on the hills
4
Those people do not suffer from sickin Lebanon.
ness;
I hope that the cities in Israel will be as
they are always strong and healthy.
full of people
5
They do not have the troubles that
as the ﬁelds are full of grass.
other people have;
17
I desire that the name of the king may
they do not have problems as others
never be forgotten.
do.
I hope that people may remember
6
So they are proud, as proud as a
him as long as the sun shines.
woman with a beautiful necklace.
I hope that all people will praise YahThey are as proud of their violent
weh, the God of Israel,
actions as some people are proud of their
just as he has blessed the king of Is- beautiful robes.
rael.
7
From their inner beings pour out evil
18
Praise Yahweh, the God whom we deeds,
Israelites worship;
and in their inner beings they are
he is the only one who does wonderful always thinking about more evil things to
things.
do.
and praise him all the time, every day.

19

Praise him forever!

8

I desire that his glory may ﬁll the
whole world!
Amen! May it be so!

They scoff at other people, and they
talk about doing evil things to them;
they are proud while they plan to oppress others.

9
They say evil things about God, who is
This is the end of the prayers written
in heaven,
by David, son of Jesse.
and they talk boastfully about things
that they have done here on the earth.
20

Psalm 73
1

10

The result is that people pay attention
to them

God truly is good to us Israelite people,
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Wicked people say to themselves,
and I behaved like an animal toward
”God will certainly not know what we you.
have done;
23
But I am always close to you,
people say that he is greater than any
and you hold my hand.
other god, but he cannot ﬁnd out.”
24
You guide me by teaching me,
12
That is what wicked people are like;
and at the end of my life, you will
they never worry about anything, and receive me and honor me.
they are always becoming richer.
25
You are in heaven, and I belong to
13
So, God, I think it is useless that I have you;
always done what you want me to
there is nothing on this earth that I deand that I have not committed sins. sire more than that.
14
During each day I have problems,
26
My body and my mind may become
very weak,

and every morning you punish me.

but, God, you continue to enable me
But if I had said these things out loud
to
be
strong;
in front of others,
15

I belong to you forever.

I would have been sinning against
your people.

27

Those who remain far from you will
When I tried to think completely be destroyed;
about these things,
you will get rid of those who abandon
16

it was too hard for me to understand you.
28
them.
But as for me, it is wonderful to be
17
near
to
God
But when I went to your temple, you
spoke to me,
and to have Yahweh protect me
and I understood what will happen
and to proclaim to others all that he
to the wicked people after they die.
has done for me.
18
Now I know that you will surely put
them in dangerous places

Psalm 74

where they will fall down and die.
19

They will be destroyed instantly;

1

they will die in terrible ways.

Will you keep rejecting us forever?

20

They will disappear as quickly as a
dream disappears when a person awakes
in the morning;
Lord, when you arise, you will cause
them to disappear.
21

When I felt sad in my inner being

and my feelings were hurt,
22

I was stupid and ignorant,

God, why have you abandoned us?

Why are you angry with us
since we are like sheep in your pasture
and you are like our shepherd?
2

Do not forget your people whom you
chose long ago,
the people whom you freed from being slaves in Egypt and caused to become
your tribe.

791

PSALMS
Do not forget Jerusalem, which is your
and you have enabled us to defeat our
home on this earth.
enemies in the land of Israel.
13
By your power you caused the sea to
Walk along and see where everything
divide;
has been totally ruined;
3

it was as though you had smashed the
our enemies have destroyed everyheads of the rulers of Egypt who were like
thing in the sacred temple.
huge sea dragons.
4
Your enemies shouted triumphantly
14
It was as though you crushed the head
in this sacred place;
of the king of Egypt
they erected their banners to show they
and gave his body to the animals in
had defeated us.
the desert to eat.
5
They cut down all the engraved ob15
You caused springs and streams to
jects in the temple as woodsmen cut down
ﬂow,
trees.
and you also dried up rivers that had
6
Then they smashed all the carved
never dried up previously.
wood with their axes and hammers.
16
You created the days and the nights,
7
Then they burned your temple to the
and you put the sun and the moon in
ground;
their places.
they caused that place where you
17
You determined where the oceans end
were worshiped to be unﬁt for people to
and the land begins,
worship in.
and you created the summer season
They said to themselves, “We will deand
the
winter season.
stroy the Israelites completely,”
18
Yahweh, do not forget that your eneand they also burned down all the
other places where we gathered to wor- mies laugh at you
8

ship you.
9

and that it is foolish people who despise
you.

All our sacred symbols are gone;

19

there are no prophets now,
and no one knows how long this situation will continue.

Do not abandon your helpless people
into the hands of their cruel enemies;
do not forget your suffering people.
20

Continue thinking about the covenant
God, how long will our enemies make that you made with us;
fun of you?
remember that there are violent peoWill they insult you?
ple in every dark place on the earth.
10

11

Why do you refuse to help us?

21

Do not allow your oppressed people
to
be
disgraced;
Why do you keep your hand inside
your cloak instead of using it to destroy
help those poor and needy people in
our enemies?
order that they will again praise you.
12

22
God, you have been our king during
God, arise and defend yourself by deall the years since we came out of Egypt, fending your people!
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Do not forget that foolish people laugh
it is ﬁlled with wine that has spices
at you all during the day!
mixed in it to cause those who drink it to
become more drunk;
23
Do not forget that your enemies shout
angrily at you;
and when Yahweh pours it out, he will
the uproar that they make while they force all the wicked people to drink it;
oppose you never stops.

they will drink every drop of it; yes,
he will punish them fully.
9

But as for me, I will never stop saying
what the God whom Jacob worshiped has
done;

Psalm 75
1

We give thanks to you;

I will never stop singing to praise him.

our God, we thank you.

10

He promises this: ”I will destroy the
power of wicked people,

You are close to us,

but I will increase the power of righand we proclaim to others the wonteous people.”
derful things that you have done for us.
2

You have said, ”I have appointed a
time when I will judge people,
and I will judge everyone fairly.
3

Psalm 76

When the earth shakes

1

God has made the people in Judah to
and all the creatures on the earth know him;
tremble,
the Israelite people honor him.
I am the one who will keep its foundations steady.

2

In Jerusalem is where he resides;
he lives on Mount Zion.

4

I say to people who boast, ‘Stop bragging!’

3

There he broke the ﬂaming arrows
that his enemies shot,

and I say to wicked people, ‘Do not
and he also broke their shields and
proudly do things to show how great you
swords and other weapons that they used
are!’”
in battles.
5
Do not be arrogant,
4
God, you are powerful! You are like a
and do not speak so boastfully!
great king
6
The one who judges people does not
as you return from the mountains
come from the east or from the west,
where you defeated your enemies.
and he does not come from the desert.
7

God is the one who judges people;

he shames and punishes some, and
he honors others.

5

Their brave soldiers were killed, and
then those who killed them took away everything that those soldiers had.

8

Those enemies died;

It is as though Yahweh held a cup in
indeed, none of them were able to
his hand;
ﬁght any longer.
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3

When you, the God whom Jacob worshiped, rebuked your enemies,

When I thought about God, I despaired;

when I meditated about him, I grew distheir horses and their riders fell down couraged.
dead.
4
All during the night he prevented me
7
Truly, you cause everyone to be afraid. from sleeping;
I was so worried that I did not know
When you are angry and you punish
what
to say.
people, no one can endure it.
5
8
I thought about days that had passed;
From heaven you proclaimed that you
would judge people,
I remembered what had happened in
and then everyone on the earth was previous years.
afraid and did not say anything more

6

I spent all the night thinking about
things;
when you arose to declare that you
would punish wicked people
I meditated, and this is what I asked
and rescue all those whom they had myself:
9

7

oppressed.

”Will the Lord always reject me?

Will he never again be pleased with
When you punish those with whom
me?
you are angry, your people will praise
you,
8
Has he stopped faithfully loving me?
10

and your enemies who survive will
Will he not do for me what he promised
worship you on your festival days.
to do?
11
9
So give to Yahweh the offerings that
God promised to act mercifully toward
you promised to give to him;
me; has he forgotten that?
all the people of nearby people groups
Because he is angry with me, has he
should also bring gifts to him, the one who decided not to be kind to me?”
is awesome.
10
I said, ”What causes me to be sad the
12
He humbles the leaders,
most is that
and terriﬁes all the kings.

it seems that God, who is greater
than any other god, is no longer using his
power for us.”

Psalm 77
1

11

But then, Yahweh, I recall your great
deeds;

I will cry out to God;

I remember the wonderful things that
I will cry aloud to him, and he will listen you did in the past.
12
to me.
I meditate on all that you have done,
2

At the time that I had trouble, I prayed
to the Lord;

and I think about your mighty acts.
13

all during the night I lifted up my ing;
hands while I prayed,
but nothing could comfort me.

God, everything that you do is amaz-

there is certainly no god who is great
like you are!
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You are God, the one who performs
things that were diﬃcult to undermiracles;
stand.
3
you showed to the people of many
These are things that we have heard
people groups that you are powerful.
and known previously,
15

By your power you rescued your peothings that our parents and grandparple from Egypt;
ents told us.
4
you saved those who were descenWe will tell these things to our childants of Jacob and his son Joseph.
dren,
16

It was as though the waters saw you
and became very afraid,

but we will also tell our grandchildren

about Yahweh’s power and the gloriand even the deepest part of the water ous things that he has done.
shook.
5
He gave laws and commandments to
17

Rain poured down from the clouds;

the Israelite people,

it thundered very loudly,

those who are the descendants of Jacob,

and lightning ﬂashed in all directions.

and he told our ancestors to teach them
18
Thunder crashed in the whirlwind— to their children.
6
your voice!
He commanded this so that their children would also know them
Lightning lit up,
and so that they would teach them to
their own children.

and the earth shook violently.
19

Then you walked through the sea

7

in a path that you made through the God
deep water,

In that way, they also would trust in

and would not forget the things that
but your footprints could not be seen. he has done;
20
You led your people as a shepherd
instead, they would obey his commandleads his ﬂock of sheep
ments.
while Moses and Aaron were the leaders of your people.

Psalm 78

8

They would not be like their ancestors,

who were very stubborn and kept
rebelling against God;
they did not continue ﬁrmly trusting in
God,
and they did not worship him alone.

1

My friends, listen to what I am going
to teach you;
say.

9

The soldiers of the tribe of Ephraim
pay careful attention to what I will had bows and arrows,

but they ran away from their enemies
on
the day that they fought with their enI am going to give you some sayings
emies.
that wise people have said.
2

10
They did not do what they had agreed
They will be sayings about things that
with God that they would do;
happened long ago,
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they refused to obey his laws.
11

and he sent a ﬁre to burn up some of
his Israelite people.

They forgot what he had done;

22
He did that because they did not
they forgot about the miracles that
trust in him,
they had seen him perform.
and they did not believe that he would
12
While our ancestors were watching,
rescue them.
God performed miracles in the area
23
But God spoke to the sky above them
around the city of Zoan in Egypt.
and commanded it to open like a door,
13
Then he caused the Sea of Reeds to

divide,

24

causing the water on each side to pile
up like a wall,
with the result that our ancestors
walked through it on dry ground.
14

He led them by a bright cloud during
the day
and by a ﬁery light during the night.

and then food fell down like rain,

food that they named “manna.”
God gave them grain from heaven.
25

eat,

So the people ate the food that angels

and God gave to them all the manna
that they wanted.
26

Later, he caused the wind to blow
He split rocks open in the wilderness from the east,
and gave to our ancestors plenty of waand by his power he also sent wind
ter from deep inside the earth.
from the south,
16
27
He caused a stream of water to ﬂow
and the wind brought birds
from the rock;
which were as numerous as the grains
the water ﬂowed like a river.
of sand on the seashore.
17
28
But our ancestors continued to sin
God caused those birds to fall in the
against God;
middle of their camp.
15

in the wilderness they rebelled against
There were birds all around their
the one who is greater than any other god. tents.
18
By demanding that God give them the
29
So the people cooked the birds and
food that they desired,
ate the meat; their stomachs were full
they tried to ﬁnd out if he would always
because God had given them what
do what they requested him to do.
they wanted.
19
They insulted God by saying, ”Can God
30
But they had not yet eaten all that
supply food for us here in this desert?
they wanted.
20

It is true that he struck the rock,

31

At that point, God was still very angry
with the result that water gushed out, with them,

and he caused their strongest men to
but can he also provide bread and meat
die;
for us, his people?”
21

So when Yahweh heard that, he behe got rid of many of the ﬁnest young
came very angry,
Israelite men.
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40
In spite of all this, the people continMany times our ancestors rebelled
ued to sin;
against God in the wilderness

in spite of all the miracles that God had
performed,

and made him very sad.
41

Many times they did evil things to
they still did not trust that he would ﬁnd out if they could do those things withtake care of them.
out God punishing them.
33

lives;

So he made them terriﬁed all their

They frequently caused the holy God
of Israel to become angry.
42

he made them die young.

They forgot about his great power,

34

Whenever God caused some of the
and they forgot about the time when
Israelites to die,
he rescued them from their enemies.
43

the others would repent;
they would be sorry and seriously ask
God to save them.
35

They forgot about when he performed
many miracles
in the area near the city of Zoan in
Egypt.

They would remember that God was
44
He caused the Nile River to become
like a huge rock on which they would be
red like blood
safe,

so that the people of Egypt had no
and that he, who was greater than
any other god, was the one who protected water to drink.
them.
45
He sent among the people of Egypt
36
But they tried to deceive God by what swarms of ﬂies that bit them,
they said;
and he sent frogs that ate up everything.
their words were all lies.
46
He sent locusts to eat their crops
37
They were not loyal to him;
and the other things that grew in their
they ignored the covenant that he had ﬁelds.
made with them.
47
He sent hail that destroyed the
38
But God acted mercifully toward his grapevines,
people.
and he sent more hail that ruined the
He forgave them for having sinned
ﬁgs on the sycamore trees.
48

and did not get rid of them.

He sent hail that killed their cattle

Many times he refrained from becomand lightning that killed their sheep and
cows.
ing angry with them
49
Because God was ﬁercely angry with
and restrained himself from furiously
the people of Egypt,
punishing them.
39

He remembered that they were only
humans who die,

he caused them to be very distressed.

The disasters that struck them were
humans who disappear as quickly as like a group of angels that destroyed eva wind that blows by and then is gone.
erything.
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He did not lessen his anger with them,

they caused God to become angry.
59

and he did not spare their lives;
he sent a plague that killed many of
them.

He saw what they were doing and
became very angry,
so he rejected the Israelite people.

60
He no longer appeared to them at
In that plague he caused all the ﬁrstShiloh
born sons of the people of Egypt to die.
51

in the sacred tent where he had lived
Then he led his people out of Egypt
among
them.
as a shepherd leads his sheep,
52

61
He allowed their enemies to capture
and he guided them while they walked
the sacred chest,
through the wilderness.

which was the symbol of his power
He led them safely, and they were not
and his glory.
afraid,
62
Because he was angry with his people,
but their enemies were drowned in the
sea.
he allowed their enemies to kill them.
53

54

Later he brought them to Canaan, his
sacred land,
to Mount Zion,

63

Young men were killed in battles,

with the result that the young women
had no one to marry.

64
and by his power he enabled them to
Many priests were killed by their enconquer the people who were living there. emies’ swords,
55

He expelled the people groups while
and the people did not allow the
his people were advancing;
priests’ widows to mourn.
65
he assigned part of the land for each
Later, it was as though the Lord awoke
tribe to possess,
from sleeping;

and he gave the houses of those people
he was like a strong man who became
to the Israelites.
angry because he drank a lot of wine.
56

66
However, the Israelites rebelled
He pushed his enemies back
against God, who is greater than any other
and caused them to be very ashamed
God,
for a long time
and they did many evil things to see
because they had been defeated.
if they could do those things without God
67
But he did not set up his tent where
punishing them;
the people of the tribe of Ephraim lived;
they did not obey his commandments.
he did not choose their area to do that.
57
Instead, as their ancestors did, they
68
Instead he chose the area where the
rebelled against God and were not loyal to
tribe
of Judah lived;
him;
he chose Mount Zion, which he loves.
they were as unreliable as a bow that

breaks when you try to shoot with it.

69

He decided to have his temple built
58
Because they worshiped carved im- there, high up, like his home in heaven;
ages of their gods on the tops of hills,
he caused it to be ﬁrm, like the earth,
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and intended that his temple would
last forever.

Will you be angry with us forever?

Will your anger be like a ﬁre burning
He chose David, who served him faith- within you?
fully,
6
Instead of being angry with us,
and took him from the pastures
be angry with the people groups that
71
where he was taking care of his do not know you!
father’s sheep,
Be angry with kingdoms whose people
and appointed him to be the leader of do not pray to you
the Israelites,
7
because they have killed Israelite
the people who would always belong people
to God.
and they have ruined your country.
72
David took care of the Israelite people
8
Do not punish us because of the sins
sincerely and wholeheartedly,
that our ancestors committed!
and he guided them skillfully.
Act mercifully toward us now
70

because we are very discouraged.

Psalm 79

9

so help us now;

1

God, other people groups have invaded
your own land.
They have desecrated your temple,

God, you have saved us many times,

rescue us and forgive us for having
sinned

and they have destroyed all the buildings in Jerusalem.

so that other people will honor you.
10

It is not right that the other people
Instead of burying the corpses of your groups say about us,
people whom they killed,
“If their God is very powerful, why
they allowed the vultures to eat the does he not help them?”
ﬂesh of those corpses,
Allow us to see you punishing the people
and they also allowed wild animals of other nations in return for their shedto eat the corpses of your people.
ding our blood
2

3

When they killed your people,

and killing many of us, your people.

11
your people’s blood ﬂowed like water
Listen to your people groaning while
through the streets of Jerusalem,
they are in prison,
and there was almost no one left to
and by your great power, free those
bury their corpses.
whom our enemies say they will certainly

The people groups that live in coun- execute.
tries that surround our land insult us;
12
In return for their having often insulted you,
they laugh at us and mock us.
4

5

Yahweh, how long will this continue?
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After you do that, we, whom you
Act kindly toward us so that we may be
take care of as a shepherd takes care of his saved!
sheep, will continue praising you;
8
Our ancestors were like a grapevine
we will continue to praise you from that you brought out of Egypt;
generation to generation forever.
you drove out the other people groups
from this land,

Psalm 80

and you put your people in their land.
9

As people clear ground to plant a
grapevine,
Yahweh, you who lead us as a shepherd leads his ﬂock of sheep,
you cleared out the people who were
1

you who sit on your throne in the Very living in this land for us to live in it.
Holy Place in the temple, above the ﬁgures
As the roots of a grapevine go deep
of winged creatures,
down into the ground and spread,
come and do powerful things for us Isyou enabled our ancestors to prosper
raelite people.
and start living in towns all over this land.
2
Show yourself to the people of the
10
As huge grapevines cover the hills
tribes of Ephraim and Benjamin and Manwith their shade
asseh!
and as their branches are taller than
Show us that you are powerful
big cedar trees,
and come and rescue us!
11
your people ruled all of Canaan, from
3
God, cause our nation to be strong like the Mediterranean Sea in the west to the
it was before;
Euphrates River in the east.
12
act kindly toward us so that we may
So why have you abandoned us
be saved from our enemies!
and allowed our enemies to tear down
4
Yahweh, commander of the angel our walls?
armies,
You are like someone who tears down
how long will you be angry with us, the fences around his vineyard,
your people, when we pray to you?
so that all the people who pass by can
5
It is as though the only food and drink steal the grapes;
that you have given us is a cup full of our
13
wild pigs can trample the vines,
tears!
and wild animals can also eat the
You have allowed the people groups
that surround us to argue with each other grapes.
to decide which part of our land each of
14
You who are the commander of the
them will take;
angel armies, turn to us!
they laugh at us.
Look down from heaven and see what
6

7

God, Commander of the angel armies, is happening to us!

fore!

make our nation strong as it was be-

Come and rescue us who are like your
grapevine,

800

PSALMS
15

5
who are like the young vine that you
He made it a law under at the time
planted and caused to grow!
when God led the descendants of Joseph
out of the land of Egypt.
16
Our enemies have torn down and
I heard a voice I did not recognize, and
burned everything in our land;
it said:
look at them angrily and get rid of
6
”After the rulers of Egypt forced you
them!
Israelites to work as slaves,
17
But strengthen us people whom you
I took those heavy burdens off your
have chosen,
backs,
us Israelite people, whom you previand I enabled you to lay down those
ously caused to be very strong.
heavy baskets of bricks that you were car18
When you do that, we will never turn rying.
away from you again;
7
When you were greatly distressed, you

you.

revive us, and then we will praise called out to me, and I rescued you;
I answered you out of a thundercloud.

19

Yahweh, commander of the angel
Later I tested whether you would
armies, restore us;
trust me to give you water when you were
act kindly toward us and rescue us in the desert at Meribah.
8

You who are my people, listen while I
warn you!

from our enemies!

I wish that you Israelite people would
pay attention to what I say to you!

Psalm 81

9

You must not have any idols of other
1
Sing songs to praise God, who en- gods among you;
ables us to be strong when we ﬁght our
you must never bow to worship any
enemies;
of them!
shout joyfully to God, whom we descendants of Jacob worship!

10

I am Yahweh, your God;

It was not any of those gods who
Start playing the music, and beat the brought you out of Egypt;
tambourines;
I am the one who did it!
2

play nice music on the harps and lyres.

So request what you want me to do
3
Blow the trumpets during the festival for you, and I will do it.
11
But my people would not listen to me;
to celebrate each new moon,
each time the moon is full, and during
our other festivals.

they would not obey me.
12

So because they were very stubborn,

4

Do that because that is a decree for us
I allowed them to do whatever they
Israelite people;
wanted to do.
13
it is a command that God made for
I wish that my people would listen to
me,
the descendants of Jacob.

801

PSALMS
6
that the Israelite people would behave
I previously said to them, ”You think
as I want them to do.
you are gods!

It is as though you are all my sons,

14

If they did that, I would quickly defeat
their enemies;

7

but you will die as people do;

I would strike dead those who are
your lives will end as the lives of all
oppressing them.
rulers end.”
15
8
Then all those who hate me would
God, arise and judge everyone on the
cringe before me,
earth
and then I would punish them forever.

because all the people groups belong
16
But I would give you Israelites very to you!
good wheat,
and I would ﬁll your stomachs with
wild honey.”

Psalm 83
1

Psalm 82

God, do not continue to be silent!

Do not be quiet and say nothing
2

because your enemies are rioting
1
God stands in heaven in a meeting against you;
of all the spirits whom he has placed in
those who hate you are rebelling
charge of what he created.
against you!
He tells them that he has decided this:
2

”You must stop judging people unfairly;
you must no longer make decisions that
favor wicked people!
3

You must defend people who are poor
and orphans;

3

They are secretly planning to do things
to harm us, your people;
they are conspiring together against
the people whom you protect.
4

They say, ”Come, we must destroy their
nation
so that no one will remember that
Israel ever existed!”

you must act fairly toward those who
5
They have agreed on what they want
are needy and those who have no one to
to
do
to destroy Israel,
help them.
and they have agreed to attack you
4
Rescue them from the power of the
together.
wicked people!”
6
Your enemies are the people who live
Those rulers do not know or underin the tents of Edom—
stand anything!
the Ishmaelites, Moab and the
They are very corrupt,
Hagrites, they conspire together with 7 the
and as a result of their corrupt behav- people of Gebal, and the Ammonites, and
ior,
the Amalekites,
5

it is as though the foundation of the
and the Philistines, and the people of
the city of Tyre.
world is being shaken!
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them;

The people of Assyria have joined

Psalm 84

they are strong allies of the Moab
1
Yahweh, commander of the angel
and Ammon people groups, who are de- armies,
scendants of Abraham’s nephew Lot.
your temple is very beautiful!
9
God, do to those people things as you
2
I would like to be there;
did to the Midian people group,
as you did to Sisera and Jabin at the
river Kishon.

Yahweh, I desire that very much.

With all my inner being I sing joyfully
You destroyed them at the town of to you, the all-powerful God.
Endor,
3
Even sparrows and swallows have
and their corpses lay on the ground built nests near your temple;
and decayed.
they take care of their young babies
11
Do to them things like you did to kings near the altars where people offer sacriOreb and Zeeb;
ﬁces to you,
defeat their leaders like you defeated
Commander of the angel armies, my
Zebah and Zalmunna,
king and my God.
12
who said, “We will take for ourselves
4
How fortunate are those who are althe land that the Israelites say belongs to
ways
in your temple,
God!”
13
constantly singing to praise you.
My God, cause them to disappear
10

quickly like whirling dust,

5

How fortunate are those whom you
like chaff that the wind blows away! make strong,

14

those who desire very much to make
the trip up to Mount Zion.

As a ﬁre completely burns a forest

and as ﬂames burn in the mountains,
15

6

expel them with your storms

and cause them to be terriﬁed by your
big storms!
16

Cause them to be very ashamed

While they travel through the dryValley of Tears,
you cause it to become a place where
there are springs of water,

where the rains in the autumn ﬁll the
so that they will admit that you are
valley with water, a blessing from you.
very powerful.
7
As a result, those who travel through
17
Cause them to be forever disgraced
there become stronger
because of being defeated,
knowing that they will appear in your
and cause them to die while they are
presence on Mount Zion.
still disgraced.
8
Yahweh, commander of the angel
Cause them to know that you, whose
armies, listen to my prayer;
name is Yahweh,
18

are the supreme ruler over everything
God, whom we descendants of Jacob
worship, hear what I am saying!
on the earth.
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God, act kindly toward our king, the
one who protects us,

and help us.
5

Will you continue to be angry with us
the one whom you have chosen to forever?
rule us.
6
Please enable us to prosper again
10
For me, spending one day in your
so that we, your people, will rejoice
temple
about what you have done for us.
is better than spending a thousand
7
days somewhere else;
Yahweh, by rescuing us from our troustanding at the entrance to your temple, bles,
ready to go inside,

is better than living in the tents where
wicked people live.
11

show us that you faithfully love us.
8

I want to listen to what Yahweh our
God says

Yahweh our God is like the sun that
because he promises that he will enshines on us and like a shield that protects
able us, his people, to live peacefully
us;
if we do not return to doing foolish
he acts favorably toward us and honthings.
ors us.
9
Yahweh does not refuse to give any good
He is surely ready to save those who
thing to those who do what is right.
have an awesome respect for him,
12

Yahweh, commander of the angel
so that his glory will remain in our
armies,
land.
you!

how fortunate are those who trust in

Psalm 85

10

When that happens, he will both faithfully love us and faithfully do for us what
he promised to do;
we will act righteously, and he will give
us peace,

which will be like a kiss that he gives
Yahweh, you have acted kindly toward
us.
us people who live in this land;
1

you have enabled us Israelite people to
become prosperous again.

11

Here on earth, we will be loyal to God,

and from heaven, God will act justly
You forgave us, your people, for the toward us.
sins that we had committed;
12
Yes, Yahweh will do good things for
you pardoned us for all our sins.
us,
3
You stopped being angry with us
and there will be great harvests in
and turned away from severely pun- our land.
ishing us.
13
Yahweh always acts righteously;
4
Now, God, the only one who can save
us, stop being angry with us
he acts righteously wherever he goes.
2
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Psalm 86

so that I may conduct my life according to what you say, all of which is right.

1

Yahweh, listen to what I say and anCause me to have an awesome respect
swer me
for you with all my inner being.
because I am weak and needy.

12

Lord, my God, I will thank you with
all
my
inner being,
Prevent me from dying now because
I am loyal to you;
and I will praise you forever.
save me because I serve you and I
13
You faithfully love me very much as
trust in you, my God.
you have promised;
3
Lord, act kindly toward me
you have prevented me from dying
because I cry out to you all during
and going to the place where dead people
each day.
are.
4
Lord, cause me to be glad,
14
But God, proud men are trying to atbecause I pray to you.
tack me;
5
Lord, you are good to us, and you fora gang of cruel men are wanting to
give us;
kill me;
you faithfully love very much all those
they are men who do not have any
who pray to you.
respect for you.
6
Yahweh, listen to my prayer;
15
But Lord, you always act mercifully
hear me when I cry out to you to help
and kindly;
me.
you do not become angry quickly;
7
When I have troubles, I call out to you
2

you faithfully love us very much

because you answer me.
8

Lord, among all the gods whom the
and always do for us what you have
heathen nations worship,
promised to do.
there is no one like you;

16

Look down toward me and act mercifully
to me;
not one of them has done the great
things that you have done.
cause me to be strong and save me,
9
Lord, someday people from all the nathe one who serves you faithfully as
tions that you have established will come
my mother did.
and bow down in front of you,
17

10

Yahweh, do something to show me
that you are being good to me

11

so that those who hate me will see
that you have encouraged me and helped
me;

and they will praise you.
You are great, and you do wonderful
things;
only you are God.
Yahweh, teach me what you want me
to do

805

as a result, they will be ashamed.

PSALMS

Psalm 87

and I cry out to you during each night
also.
2

1

The city is established on his holy
mountain.

while I cry out to you for help!

2

Yahweh loves that city, Jerusalem,
more than he loves any other place in Israel.
3

All you people in Jerusalem,

other people say wonderful things
about your city.
4

And Yahweh said, ”I will talk of Rahab
and Babyon
and the people there who know me.

Listen to my prayer

3

I have experienced many troubles,

and I am about to die and go where
dead people are.
4

die.

Because I have no more strength,
other people believe that I will soon

5

I am like a corpse that has been abandoned;

I am like dead people who lie in their
There are some who know me among
graves,
the people of Egypt and Babylonia,
people who have been completely
and they live in the lands of Philistia
forgotten
and Tyre and Ethiopia,

because you do not take care of them
and they will say, ‘Our home is
anymore.
Jerusalem and our land is Zion.’”
6
5
It is as though you have thrown me
Concerning Zion, people will say,
into a deep, dark pit,
”All of these people who were born
into a place where they throw
far away,
corpses.
they call Jerusalem their home,
7
It seems as though you are very angry
and Almighty God will cause that city
with me,
to remain strong.”
and it is as though you have crushed me
6
Yahweh will write a list of the names of
as ocean waves crash down on people.
the people of various groups who belong
8
You have caused my friends to avoid
to him,
and he will say that he considers them me;
all to be citizens of Jerusalem.
7

I have become repulsive to them.

They will all dance and sing, saying,

It is as though I were in a prison and
cannot
escape.
“Jerusalem is the source of all our
9
blessings.”
My eyes cannot see well because I cry
very much.

Psalm 88

Yahweh, every day I call out to you to
help me;

I lift up my hands to you while I pray.
Yahweh God, you who rescue me, all
10
You certainly do not perform miracles
during each day I call out to you to help
for dead people!
me,
1
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Their spirits do not arise to praise you!
11

Corpses in the grave certainly do not
tell about your faithfully loving us,

people not yet born will hear that you
faithfully do all that you have promised.
2

I will tell people that you will faithfully
love
us forever,
and in the place where people are
ﬁnally destroyed,
and that your being faithful to do
what
you
have promised is as permanent
no one tells about what you faithfully
as the sky.
do for us.
3
Yahweh said, ”I have made an agreeNo one in the deep, dark pit ever sees
ment with David, whom I chose to serve
the miracles that you perform,
me.
and no one in the place where peoI have made this solemn agreement
ple have been completely forgotten tells
with
him:
about your being good to us.
12

4
’I will enable various ones of your deBut as for me, Yahweh, I cry out to
scendants
to always be kings;
you to help me;
13

the line of kings descended from you
will never end.’”

each morning I pray to you.
14

Yahweh, why do you reject me?

5

Yahweh, I desire that all those beings
who are in heaven will praise you for the
15
All the time since I was young, I have wonderful things that you do,
suffered and have often almost died;
and that all your holy angels will
I am in despair because of enduring the sing about how you faithfully do what you
terrible things that you have done to me. promise.
16
6
I feel that you have crushed me beThere is no one in heaven who can be
cause of your being angry with me;
compared with you, Yahweh.
Why do you turn away from me?

the terrible things that you are doing
There are no angels in heaven who
to me are almost destroying me.
are equal to you.
17
It is as though they surround me like
7
When your holy angels gather toa ﬂood;
gether,
sides.

they are closing in on me from all

they declare that you must be revered;

they say that you are more awesome
You have caused even my friends and
than all the angels that surround your
others whom I love to avoid me,
throne!
and it is as though the only friend that
8
O Yahweh God, commander of the anI have is darkness.
gel armies, there is no one who is as powerful as you are;
18

Psalm 89
1

Yahweh, I will sing forever about the
ways you faithfully love me;

your faithfully doing all that you
promise is like a cloak that always surrounds you.
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when their waves rise up, you calm
them.

”I have crowned a famous soldier;

I chose him from among all the people
to
be
a king.
You are the one who crushed and
killed the great sea monster named Ra20
That man is David, the one who will
hab.
serve me faithfully,
10

You defeated and scattered your eneand I anointed him with sacred olive
mies with your great power.
oil to make him king.
11
21
The heavens are yours, and the earth
My strength will always be with him;
is yours;
with my power, I will make him strong.
everything on the earth is yours be22
His enemies will never ﬁnd ways to
cause you created it all.
outwit him,
12
You created everything from the
and wicked people will never defeat
north to the south.
him.
Mount Tabor and Mount Hermon
23
I will crush his enemies in front of
joyfully praise you .
him
13
You are very powerful;
and get rid of those who hate him.
you are extremely strong.
24
I will always be loyal to him and faith14
You rule over people fairly and justly; fully love him
you are always faithfully loving us
and doing what you promised.

and enable him to defeat his enemies.
25

I will cause his kingdom to include
Yahweh, how fortunate are those who all the land from the Mediterranean Sea
worship you with joyful shouts in their fes- to the Euphrates River.
tivals,
26
He will say to me, ’You are my Father,
15

who live knowing that you are always
my God, the one who protects and
watching over them.
saves me.’
16
27
Every day, throughout the day, they
I will give him the rights as my ﬁrstrejoice in what you have done,
born son;
and they praise you for being very
he will be the greatest king on the
good to them.
earth.
17
28
You give us your glorious strength;
I will always be loyal to him,
because you act in our favor, we defeat
and my agreement to bless him will
our enemies.
last forever.
18

29
Yahweh, you gave us the one who
I will establish a line of his descenprotects us;
dants that will never end,

you, the holy God whom we Israelites
various ones of his descendants will
worship, he gave us our king.
always be kings.
19

30
Long ago you spoke in a vision to one
But if some of his descendants disobey
of your servants, saying,
my laws
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and do not behave as my commands
and allowed all his forts to become
say that they should,
ruins.
31

41

if they disregard my requirements

and do not do the right things that I
have told them to do,
32

All those who pass by plunder his
possessions;
his neighbors laugh at him.
42

I will punish them severely

and cause them to suffer for doing
wrong.

You have enabled his enemies to defeat him;
you have made them all happy.

43
You have caused his sword to become
But I will not stop faithfully loving
useless,
David,
and you have not helped him in his
and I will always do what I promised
battles.
him.
33

44

34

I will not break the agreement that I
made with him;

You have caused his splendor to end

and knocked his throne to the ground.

45
I will not change even one word that
You have caused him to become old
I spoke to him.
when he is still young
35

Once I made a solemn promise to
David, and that will never change;

and caused him to be very shamed.
46

O Yahweh, how long will this conbecause I am God, I will never lie to tinue?
David.
Will you hide yourself from us for36
I promised that the line of kings de- ever?
scended from him will go on forever;
How long will your anger against us
it will last as long as the sun shines. burn like a ﬁre?
47

37

That line will be as permanent as the
moon

Do not forget that life is very short;

Do not forget that you have created
that is always watching everything all of us to die uselessly.
here on earth.”
48
No one can keep on living and never
38

him!

But Yahweh, now you have rejected die;

no one can bring himself back from
the
place
of the dead.
You are very angry with the king
49
whom you appointed.
Yahweh, you promised long ago
39

It seems that you have broken the
agreement that you made with your servant, David;
it seems as though you have thrown
his crown into the dust.
40

You have torn down the walls that
protect his city

that you would faithfully love me;
why are you not doing that?
You solemnly promised this to David!
50

Yahweh, do not forget that people insult us!
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8
Yahweh, your enemies insult your
It is as though you place our sins in
chosen king!
front of you;

you spread out even our secret sins
52
I hope that Yahweh will be praised where you can see them.
9
Because you are angry with us, you
forever!
cause
our lives to end;
Amen! May it be so!
the years that we live pass as quickly
as a sigh does.
They insult him wherever he goes.

Psalm 90

10

People live for only seventy years;

if they are strong, some of them live
Lord, you have always been like a for eighty years.
home for us.
But even during good years we have
2
Before you created the mountains,
much pain and troubles;
before you formed the earth and evour lives soon end, and we die.
erything that is in it,
11
No one has really experienced the
you were eternally God,
powerful things you can do to them when
you are angry with them,
and you will be God forever.
3
and people are not afraid that you will
When people die, you cause their
punish them because of your being angry
corpses to become soil again;
with them.
you change their corpses to become
12
So teach us to realize that we live for
dirt like that from which the ﬁrst man was
only a short time
created.
4
in order that we may use our time
When you consider time,
wisely.
a thousand years are as short as one
13
Yahweh, how long will you be angry
day that passes;
with us?
you consider that they are as short as
Pity us who serve you.
a few hours in the night.
14
5
Each morning, show us that it is
You cause people to die suddenly;
enough for us if you love us faithfully as
they live only a short time as a dream
you have promised you would do.
lasts only a short time.
Show us this so that we may shout
They are like grass that grows up.
joyfully and be happy all during the years
6
In the morning the grass sprouts and that we live.
grows well,
15
Cause us to be now as happy for as
1

but in the evening it dries up and many years as you aﬄicted us and we excompletely withers.
perienced troubles.
7

16
Similarly, because of the sins that we
Enable us to see the great things that
commit, you become angry with us;
you do,

us.

you terrify us and then you destroy

and enable our descendants to see
your glorious power also.
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Lord, our God, give us your blessings
and enable us to be successful;

even if ten thousand people are dying
around you,
you will not be harmed.

yes, cause us to be successful in everything that we do!

8

ished!

Psalm 91

9

Those who live under the protection
of God Almighty,

Yahweh protects me;

10

will be able to rest safely under his you;

care.

that wicked people are being pun-

trust God Almighty to shelter you, too.

1

2

Look and see

If you do, nothing evil will happen to
no plague will come near your house

I will declare to Yahweh,

11

because Yahweh will command his
angels

”You protect me;
you are like a fort in which I am safe.

to protect you in whatever you are
You are my God, the one in whom I doing.
trust.”
12
They will hold you up with their
3

traps

He will rescue you from all hidden hands

and save you from deadly diseases.

so that you will not hurt your foot on
a big stone.

13
You will be kept safe from being
He will shield you as a bird protects
harmed by your enemies;
her young under her wings.
4

You will be safe in his care.

it will be as though you were killing
strong lions and poisonous snakes by stepHis faithfully doing what he has
ping on them!
promised is like a shield that will protect
14
you.
Yahweh says, ”I will rescue those who
5
You will not be afraid of things that love me;

happen during the night that could terrorI will protect them because they acize you
knowledge that I am Yahweh.
15
or of arrows that your enemies will
When they call out to me, I will anshoot at you during the day.
swer them.
6
You will not be afraid of plagues that
I will help them when they are expedemons cause when they attack people at riencing trouble;
night
I will rescue them and honor them.
or of other evil forces that kill people
16
I will reward them by enabling them
at midday.
to
live
a long time,
7
Even if a thousand people fall dead
alongside you,
and I will save them.”
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Psalm 92
1

you have caused me to be very joyful.
11

Yahweh, it is good for people to thank

you

I have seen you defeat my enemies,

and I have heard those evil men wail
while they were being slaughtered.

12
and to sing praise to you who are
But righteous people will prosper like
greater than any other god.
palm trees that grow well,
2
It is good to proclaim every morning
like the cedar trees that grow in
that you faithfully love us
Lebanon.

and to sing songs each night that
13
They are like the trees that peodeclare that you always do what you have ple plant at the temple of Yahweh in
promised to do,
Jerusalem,
3
accompanied by musicians playing
the trees that are close to the courtharps that have ten strings
yard of the temple of our God.
and by the sounds made by a lyre.

4

glad;

14

Even when righteous people become
Yahweh, you have caused me to be old, they do many things that please God.

They remain strong and full of energy
I sing joyfully because of what you like trees that remain full of sap.
have done.
15
That shows that Yahweh is just;
5
Yahweh, the things that you do are
he is like a huge rock on which I am
great!
safe,
But it is diﬃcult to understand all that
and he never does anything that is
you think.
wicked.
6
There are things that you do that foolish people cannot know about,
things that stupid people cannot understand.

Psalm 93

1
Yahweh, you have become the King!
They do not understand that although
the number of wicked people increases as
The majesty and the power that you
blades of grass do
have are like robes that a king wears.
and that those who do what is evil
You put the world ﬁrmly in place, and
prosper,
it will never be moved out of its place.
7

they will be completely destroyed.
8
9

die,

2

You started to rule as king a very long
But Yahweh, you will be king forever. time ago;
you have always existed.

Yahweh, your enemies will certainly
3

Yahweh, when you created the world,
and those who do wicked things will you separated the water from the chaotic
mass and formed oceans,
be defeated.
10

But you have caused me to be as
and the waves of the waters of those
strong as a wild ox;
oceans still roar,
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but you are greater than the roar of
the God whom those Israelites worthose oceans,
ship does not see the evil things that we
do.”
more powerful than the ocean waves!
8
You evil people who rule Israel, you
You are Yahweh, the one who is greater
are foolish and stupid;
than any other god!
when will you become wise?
5
Yahweh, your laws never change,
9
God made our ears;
and your temple has always been
do you think that he cannot hear what
holy.
you say?
That will be true forever.
He created our eyes;

Psalm 94

do you think that he cannot see the
evil things that you do?
10

He corrects the leaders of other na-

Yahweh, you are able to get revenge tions;
on your enemies.
do you think that he will not punish
you?
So show them that you are going to
punish them!
He is the one who knows everything;
1

2

You are the one who judges all people
why do you think that he does not
on the earth;
know what you do?
11
so arise and give them what they deYahweh knows everything that peoserve.
ple are thinking;
3

Yahweh, how long will those wicked
he knows that what they think is evil
people be glad?
and useless.
12
It is not right that they continue being
Yahweh, how fortunate are those who
glad!
allow you to discipline them,
4

They do evil things, and they boast
those who want you to teach them
about doing them;
your laws.
13
how long will they be allowed to conWhen those people have had troubles,
tinue doing that?
you cause those troubles to cease,
5

Yahweh, it is as though those wicked
and someday it will be as though you
people were crushing us, your people;
will dig pits for the wicked people,
they oppress the nation that you have
and that they will fall into those pits
made and that belongs to you alone.
and die.
6

They murder widows and orphans

14

Yahweh will not abandon his people;

and people from other countries who
he will not desert those who belong
think it is safe to live in our land.
to him .
7

15
Those wicked people say, ”Yahweh
Someday judges will decide matters
does not see anything;
fairly for people,

813

PSALMS
and all honest people will be pleased
about that.
16

me,

Psalm 95

But when wicked people oppressed

no one defended me!

1

Come, sing to Yahweh;

sing joyfully to the one who protects
us and saves us!
2

We should thank him as we come beNo one stood up to testify for me
fore
him
against those evil people.
and sing joyful songs as we praise
17
If Yahweh had not helped me at that
him.
time,
3
Because Yahweh is a great God,
I would have been executed;
he is a great king who rules over all
my life would have gone to the place other gods.
where dead people say nothing.
4
He rules over the whole earth
18
I said, “I am falling into disaster,”
from the deepest places to the highest
but, Yahweh, you held me up by faith- mountains.
5
fully loving me.
The seas are his because he made
them.
19
Whenever I am very worried,
He is the one who made the dry land.
you comfort me and cause me to be
6
We should come, worship, and bow
happy.
down before him.
20
You have nothing to do with wicked
We should kneel before Yahweh, the
judges,
one who made us.
those who establish laws that allow
7
He is our God,
people to do what is not right.
and we are the people whom he pro21
They plan to get rid of righteous peo- tects,
ple,
like sheep that a shepherd takes care
and they declare that innocent people of.
must be executed.
I desire that today you may hear what

But Yahweh has become like my Yahweh is saying to you.
8
fortress;
He says, ”Do not become stubborn
as your ancestors did at Meribah,
my God is like a huge rock on which
and as they did at Massah in the wilderI am protected.
ness.
23
He will punish those wicked leaders in
9
There your ancestors wanted to see if
return for the things that they have done;
they could do evil things without my punhe will get rid of them because of the ishing them.
sins that they have committed;
Even though they had seen me peryes, Yahweh our God will wipe them form many miracles, they tested whether
out.
I would continue to be patient with them.
22
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8
For forty years I was angry with those
Praise Yahweh as he deserves to be
people,
praised;

able.

and I said, ’Those people are unreli-

bring an offering and come to his
temple.

They refuse to obey my commands.’

9

Bow down before Yahweh be11
So because I was very angry; I cause his holiness shines out from him
with wonderful beauty.
solemnly said about them,
Everyone on earth should be very
‘They will never enter the land of
afraid
in
his presence, because he is good
Canaan where I would have allowed them
and powerful, completely different than
to rest!’”
us.
10

Say to all the people groups, ”Yahweh
is the king!

Psalm 96
1

He put the world in its place, and
nothing will ever be able to move it.

Sing to Yahweh a new song!

He will judge all the people groups
You people throughout the earth, sing
fairly.”
to Yahweh!
11

All the beings that are in the heavens
should be glad, and all the people on the
Every day proclaim to others that he
earth should rejoice.
has saved us.
The oceans and all the creatures that
3
Tell about his glory to all people
are in the oceans should roar to praise
groups;
Yahweh.
tell all people groups the marvelous
12
The ﬁelds and everything that grows
things that he has done.
in them should rejoice.
4
Yahweh is great, and he deserves to be
When they do that, it will be as though
praised very much;
all the trees in the forests are singing joyhe should be revered more than all the fully
gods.
13
in front of Yahweh.
5
All the gods the other people groups
That will happen when he comes to
worship are only idols,
judge everyone on the earth.
but Yahweh is truly great; he created
He will judge all the people fairly
the skies!
according to what he knows is true.
6
God shows his splendor and majesty;
they shine out from where he rules.
2

Sing to Yahweh and praise him!

Strength and beauty are in his holy
house.

Psalm 97
1

7

You people in nations all over the earth,
praise Yahweh!
Praise Yahweh for his glorious power!

Yahweh is the king!

glad
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and the people who live on the islands
in the oceans to also rejoice about that!
2

him;

he protects the lives of his people,

and he rescues them when the wicked
There are very dark clouds around people try to harm them.
11

He makes the righteous people truly

he rules completely, justly, and fairly.

live;

3

he causes those who are righteous in
their inner beings to rejoice.

He sends ﬁre in front of him,

and he completely burns all his enemies in that ﬁre.
4

All around the world he sends lightning to ﬂash;
people on the earth see it, and it causes
them to be afraid and to tremble.
5

The mountains melt like wax in front
of Yahweh,

12

You righteous people, rejoice about
what Yahweh has done,
and thank him, our holy God!

Psalm 98

in front of the one who is the Lord,
who rules over all the earth.

1

Sing to Yahweh a new song

because he has done wonderful things!

By his power he has defeated his eneThe angels in heaven proclaim that he
mies.
acts righteously,
2
Yahweh has declared to people that he
and all the people groups see his glory.
has defeated his enemies;
7
Everyone who worships idols should
he has revealed that he has punished
be ashamed;
his enemies,
all those who are proud of their false
and people in all the world have seen
gods should realize that their gods are usethat
he has done it.
less.
3
As he promised to us Israelite people,
All those gods will bow down to worship
6

Yahweh.

he has faithfully loved us and been
loyal
to
us.
8
The people of Jerusalem heard that
God is just, and they rejoiced;
People who live in very remote places
in
all
the earth
people in the other cities in Judah also
rejoiced

have seen that our God has defeated
because Yahweh judges and punishes his enemies.
4
wicked people.
All you people everywhere should sing
joyfully to Yahweh;
9
Yahweh is the supreme King over all
the earth;
praise him while you sing and shout
joyfully!
he has very great power, and none of
5
the other gods has any power.
Praise Yahweh while you play the
lyres,
10
Yahweh loves those who hate what
people do that is evil;
playing delightful music.
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Some of you should blow trumpets
and other horns

where he rules people.

He is holy!
while others shout joyfully to Yahweh,
6
Moses and Aaron were two of his
our king.
priests;
7
The oceans and all the creatures that
Samuel also was someone who prayed
are in the oceans should roar to praise to him.
Yahweh.
Those three cried out to Yahweh to help
Everyone on the earth should sing!
them,
8
It should seem as though the rivers
and he answered them.
were clapping their hands to praise Yah7
He spoke to Moses and Aaron from the
weh
cloud that was like a huge pillar;
and that the hills were singing together
they obeyed all the laws and comjoyfully in front of Yahweh
mandments
that he gave to them.
9
because he will come to judge every8
Yahweh, our God, you answered your
one on the earth!
people
He will judge all the people groups in
when they cried out to you to help
the world justly and fairly.
them;
you are a God who forgave them for the
sins that they had committed,

Psalm 99
1

even though you punished them for the
things that they did that were wrong.

Yahweh is the supreme king,

so all the people groups should tremble
in his presence!

9

Praise Yahweh, our God,

and worship him at the temple on his
He sits on his throne in the temple above sacred hill;
the statues of winged creatures,
it is right to do that because Yahweh,
so the earth should quake!
our God, is holy!
2

Yahweh is a mighty king in Jerusalem;

he is also the supreme ruler of all the
people groups.

Psalm 100

3

They should praise him because he
1
Everyone in the world should shout
is very great;
joyfully to Yahweh!
he is holy!
2
We should worship Yahweh gladly!
4

He is a mighty king who loves what is
We should come before him singing
just;
joyful songs.
he has acted justly and fairly in Israel.
3
We should acknowledge that Yahweh
5

Praise Yahweh, our God!

is God;

Worship him in front of his footstool,
it is he who made us, and so we belong
the sacred chest in his temple,
to him.
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We are the people that he takes care

of;

6

I will approve of people in this land
who are loyal to God,

we are like sheep that their shepherd
cares for.

and I will allow them to live with me.

I will allow to serve me those who
Enter the gates of his temple thanking behave in such a way that no one can crithim;
icize them.
4

7
enter the courtyard of the temple
I will not allow anyone who deceives
singing songs to praise him!
others to work in my palace,

Thank him and praise him

and no one who tells lies will be allowed
5
because Yahweh always does good to continually come to work for me.
8
things for us.
Every day I will try to get rid of all the
He faithfully loves us as he promised wicked people in this land;
us,

I will expel them from this city, which
is Yahweh’s city.

and he is faithful.

Psalm 102

Psalm 101
1

1

Yahweh, I will sing to you!

I will sing about your faithful and just
loyalty to us.
2

I promise that while I rule people,

Yahweh, listen to what I am praying;

hear me while I cry out to you!
2

Do not turn away!

Listen to me,

I will behave in such a way that no
and answer me quickly now when I
one will be able to criticize me.
am calling out to you!
3
Yahweh, when will you come to help
My life is ending like smoke that disme?
appears;
I will do things that are right.

I have a big fever which burns my body
as
a ﬁre burns.
I will not allow anyone who does what
4
is evil to come to me.
I feel as though I am drying up like
3

I hate the deeds of those who turn away grass that has been mown,
from you;
and I do not even think about eating
I will completely avoid those people. any food.
4

5

I will not be dishonest,

I groan loudly,

and my bones can be seen under my
and I will not have anything to do
skin
because
I have become very thin.
with evil.
6
I am like a lonely and despised vulture
I will get rid of anyone who secretly
in the desert,
slanders someone else,
5

like an owl by itself in the abandoned
and I will not let anyone near me who
is proud and arrogant.
ruins of a building.
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I lie awake at night;
because there is no one to comfort

me,

I am like a lonely bird sitting on a
housetop.

because now there is rubble everywhere,
we, your people, are very sad when
we see it.
15

Yahweh, someday the people of other
nations will have an awesome respect for
8
All during each day my enemies insult
you;
me;
all the kings on the earth will see that
those who make fun of me mention
you are very glorious.
my name
16
You will rebuild Jerusalem,
and say, “May you be like him” when
and you will appear there with your
they curse people.
glory.
9-10
Because you are very angry with me,
17
You will listen to the prayers of your
I sit in ashes while I am suffering people who are homeless,
greatly;
and you will not ignore them
those ashes fall on the bread that I
when they plead with you to help
eat,
them.
and what I drink has my tears mixed
18
Yahweh, I want to write these words
with it.
so that people in future years will
It is as though you have picked me up
know what you have done,
and thrown me away!
11

My time to remain alive is short

like an evening shadow that will soon
be gone.
I am withering as grass withers in the
hot sun.
12

But Yahweh, you are our king who
rules forever;
people who are not yet born will remember you.
13

You will arise and act mercifully toward the people of Jerusalem;
it is now time for you to do that;

in order that people who are not born
yet will praise you.
19

They will know that you looked down
from your own place in heaven
and saw what was happening on the
earth.
20

They will know that you hear prisoners groaning
and that you will set free those who
have been told, “You will be executed.”
21

As a result, people in Jerusalem will
praise you for what you have done.
22

Many people from other people
this is the time for you to be kind to groups and those who are citizens of other
them.
kingdoms will gather to worship you.
14

23
Even though the city has been deBut now you have caused me to bestroyed,
come weak while I am still young;

I think that I will not remain alive
we who serve you still love the stones
very long.
that were formerly in the city walls;
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I say to you, ”My God, do not take me
and he blesses me by faithfully lovaway from the earth now
ing me and acting mercifully to me as he
promised to do.
before I become old!
5
He gives me good things during my
You, on the other hand, live forever!
entire life.
25
You created the world long ago,
He makes me feel young and strong
and you made the heavens with your like eagles.
own hands.
6
Yahweh judges justly all those who
26
The earth and the heavens will disap- have been treated unfairly.
7
pear, but you will remain.
Long ago he revealed to Moses what

They will wear out as clothes wear he planned to do;
out.
he showed to the ancestors of us Israelites
the mighty things that he was able
You will get rid of them as people get
to do.
rid of old clothes,
8

and they will no longer exist.

Yahweh acts mercifully and kindly;

he does not quickly get angry when
But you are not like the things that
we sin;
you created
he is always showing us that he faithbecause you are always the same;
fully loves us.
you never die.
9
He will not keep rebuking us,
28
Someday our children will live safely
and he will not remain angry forever.
in Jerusalem,
10
He has not punished us for our sins
and their descendants will be protected as we deserved.
as they live in your presence.”
11
The skies are very high above the
earth,
27

Psalm 103

and Yahweh’s faithful love for all those
who revere him is just as great.

12
He has taken away the guilt for our
I tell myself that I should praise Yahsins
weh.
and put it as far from us as the east is
I will praise him because he is holy.
from the west.
2
I tell myself that I should praise Yah13
Just as parents act mercifully toward
weh
their children,
and never forget all the kind things
Yahweh is kind to those who revere
he has done for me.
him.
3
He forgives all my sins,
14
He knows what our bodies are like;
and he heals me from all my diseases;
he remembers that he created us from
4
he keeps me from dying,
dust
1
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and that we therefore quickly fail to
do what pleases him .
15

We humans do not live forever;

dies.

Psalm 104
1

we are like grass which withers and

I tell myself that I should praise Yahweh.

We are like wild ﬂowers that bloom for
a short while;

Yahweh, my God, you are very great!
As a king has on his royal robes,

you have honor and majesty all around
you!
but then the hot wind blows over
2
them, and they disappear;
You created light and you hide behind
it.
no one sees them again.
You spread out the whole sky as some17
But Yahweh will faithfully keep loving
one sets up a tent.
forever
3
You built your palace on the clouds.
all those who revere him, as he
You made the clouds to be like chariots
promised.
to carry you.
He will act fairly to our children and
4
You caused the winds to be like your
to their children;
messengers,
18
he will act that way to all those who
and ﬂames of ﬁre to be like your serobey the covenant he made with them to
vants.
bless them if they did what he told them
5
You placed the world ﬁrmly on its founto do,
dation
to all those who obey what he has
so that it can never be moved.
commanded.
6
Later, you covered the earth with a
19
Yahweh has taken his seat in the heavﬂood, like a blanket;
ens where he rules as king;
16

from there he rules over everything.

and the water covered the mountains.

7
But when you rebuked the water, the
You angels who belong to Yahweh, oceans receded;
praise him!
your voice spoke like thunder,
You are powerful creatures who do
and then the waters rushed away.
what he tells you to do;
8
Mountains rose up from the water,
you obey what he commands.
and the valleys sank down
21
Praise Yahweh, you armies of angels
to the levels that you had determined
who serve him and do what he desires.
for them.
22
All you things that Yahweh has cre9
Then you set a boundary for
ated, praise him;
the oceans, a boundary that they cannot
praise him in every place where he cross;
rules, everywhere!
their water will never again cover the
I also will praise Yahweh!
whole earth.
20
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You make springs to pour water into
and you made the sun that knows
ravines;
when to go down.
20
You bring darkness, and it becomes
their water ﬂows down between the
night
mountains.

when all the animals in the forest
Those streams provide water for all
prowl around looking for food.
the animals to drink;
11

21
At night the young lions roar as they
the wild donkeys drink the water and
seek their prey,
are no longer thirsty.

but they depend on you to give them
Birds make their nests alongside the
food.
streams,
12

22
At dawn, they go back to their dens
and they sing among the branches of
and lie down.
the trees.
23
During the daytime, people go to their
From the heavens you send rain down
work;
on the mountains,
13

and you ﬁll the earth with many good
things that you create.

they work until it is evening.
24

Yahweh, you have made so many different
kinds of things!
You make grass to grow for the cattle
to eat,
You were very wise as you made them
14

ple.

and you make plants to grow for peo- all.

The earth is full of the creatures that
In that way, animals and people get you made.
their food from what grows in the soil.
25
We see the ocean which is very vast!
15

We get grapes to make wine to drink
It is full of many kinds of living creaand to make us cheerful;
tures,
we get olives to make our face shine,
big ones and little ones.

and we get grain to make bread to
give us strength.

26

We see the ships which sail along!

We see the huge sea monster which
Yahweh, you send plenty of rain to you made to splash around in the sea.
water your trees,
27
All of these creatures depend on you
the cedar trees that you planted in
to give them the food that they need.
Lebanon.
28
When you give them the food that
17
Birds make their nests in those trees,
they need,
and storks make their nests in pine
they gather it.
trees.
You give them what you have in your
18
High up in the mountains the wild
hand,
goats live,
16

and they eat it and are satisﬁed.

and hyraxes live in the rocks.
19

Yahweh, you made the moon to indicate the times for our festivals,
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When you cause them to stop breathing,
tell others about his wonderful mirathey die;
cles.
3

their bodies decay and become soil
again.

Be proud of Yahweh, who alone is God.

You people who worship Yahweh,
When you cause newborn creatures rejoice!
to begin to breathe,
4
Ask Yahweh to help you and give you
his strength,
they start to live;
30

and always seek to be with him!

You give new life to all the living creatures on the earth.
31

5-6

You people who are descendants of
May the glory of Yahweh last forever. God’s servant Abraham,

you descendants of Jacob, the people
May he rejoice about all the things
whom God has chosen,
that he has created.
think about all the wonderful things
He makes the earth shake just by lookthat he has done;
ing at it!
32

he performed miracles, and he punBy merely touching the mountains he
ished
all our enemies.
makes them pour out ﬁre and smoke!
33

7

I will sing to Yahweh as long as I live.

He is Yahweh, our God.

He rules and judges people throughout
I will praise my God until the day that
the
earth.
I die.
8
He never forgets the covenant that he
May Yahweh be pleased by all these
made;
things that I have thought about him
34

because I rejoice about knowing him.
35

However, may sinners disappear
from the earth;
may there will be no more wicked
people!
But as for me, I will praise Yahweh!
Praise him!

Psalm 105

he made a promise that will last for a
thousand generations.
9

That is the covenant that he made with
Abraham,
and he repeated that covenant with
Isaac.
10

Later he conﬁrmed it again to Jacob

as a covenant for the Israelite people
that would last forever.
11

What he said was, ”I will give you the
region of Canaan;

1

Give thanks to Yahweh; worship him
it will belong to you and your descenand pray to him.
dants forever.”
12
Tell everyone in the world what he
He said that to them when there were
has done!
only a few of them,
2

Sing to him; praise him as you sing to
a tiny group of people who were living
him;
in that land like strangers.
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23
They continued to wander from one
Later, Joseph’s father Jacob arrived
place to another,
in Egypt.

from one kingdom to another.

He lived like a foreigner in the land
that
belonged
to the descendants of Ham.
But he did not allow others to oppress
24
them.
Years later Yahweh caused the descenHe warned those kings by saying to dants of Jacob to become very numerous.
them,
As a result, their enemies, the Egyp14

”Do not do harm to the people whom tians, considered that the Israelites were
too strong.
I have chosen!
15

25

So Yahweh caused the rulers of Egypt
to
turn
against the Israelite people,
16
He sent a famine to Canaan, and as a
result all the people had no food to eat.
and they began to oppress his people.
Do not harm my prophets!”

17

26
So his people went to Egypt, but ﬁrst
But then Yahweh sent his servant
he sent someone there.
Moses
He sent Joseph, who had been sold to
along with Moses’ older brother Aaron,
be a slave.
whom Yahweh had also chosen to be his
18
Later, while Joseph was in prison in servant.
Egypt,
27
Those two performed amazing mira-

they put his legs in shackles that hurt cles among the people of Egypt
his feet,
in that land where the descendants
and they put an iron collar around his of Ham lived.
neck.
28
Yahweh sent darkness so that the peo19
Joseph was in prison until the time
ple of Egypt could not see anything,
the events he predicted came to pass.
but the rulers of Egypt refused to obey
when
Moses and Aaron commanded them
This was how Yahweh tested Joseph.
to let the Israelite people leave Egypt.
20
The king of Egypt sent servants, who
29
Yahweh caused all the water in Egypt
set him free;
to become blood,
this ruler released Joseph from prison.
and his doing that caused all the ﬁsh
21
Then he appointed him to take care
to die.
of everything in the king’s household,
30
Then he caused the land to become
to take care of everything that the
full of frogs;
king possessed.
22
the king and his oﬃcials even had
Joseph was permitted to command
frogs
in
their bedrooms.
the king’s important servants

31
Then Yahweh commanded that ﬂies
to do anything that Joseph wanted
come,
and swarms of them descended on
them to do,
the people of Egypt,
and even to tell the king’s advisors the
things that they should do for the people
and gnats also swarmed across the
of Egypt.
whole country.
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Yahweh sent rain, rain that became
it was like a river ﬂowing in that
hail that fell upon them,
desert.
42
He did that because he kept thinkand he sent wild ﬁres that burned
ing about the sacred promise that he had
throughout their land.
33
The hail ruined their grapevines and given to his servant, Abraham.
43

So his people were joyful as he
brought them out from Egypt;

ﬁg trees

and shattered all the other trees.

these people whom he had chosen
He commanded locusts to come, and
were shouting joyfully as they went.
hordes of them came;
44
He gave to them the land that
so many came that they could not be
belonged to the people groups that lived
counted.
there in Canaan,
35
The locusts ate every green plant in
and the Israelites took all their wealth.
the land,
45
Yahweh did all these things
ruining all the crops.
so that his people would do all the
36
Then Yahweh killed the oldest son in
things that he had commanded them to
every house of the people of Egypt.
do.
37
Then he brought the Israelite people
Praise Yahweh!
out from Egypt;
34

they were carrying heavy loads of
jewelry made of silver and gold that the
people of Egypt had given to them.

Psalm 106

No one was left behind because of being
sick.

1

Praise Yahweh!

Praise Yahweh because he everything
The people of Egypt were glad when he does is good;
the Israelite people left
he faithfully loves us forever as he
because they had become very afraid promised us!
of the Israelites.
2
Because Yahweh has done many great
39
Then Yahweh spread a cloud to cover things,
the Israelites;
no one can tell all the great things that
and at night it became a big ﬁre in the Yahweh has done,
sky to give them light.
and no one can praise him enough.
40
Later the Israelites asked for meat to
3
How fortunate are those who act fairly,
eat,
those who always do what is right.
and Yahweh sent ﬂocks of quail to
38

them,

4

Yahweh, be kind to me when you help
and he gave them plenty of manna, food your people;
from the sky, each morning.
help me when you rescue them.
41

5
One day he caused a rock to open up,
Allow me to see your people become
and water poured out for them to drink; prosperous again
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and to see all the people of your nation,
They intensely wanted food like they
Israel, become happy again;
formerly ate in Egypt.

allow me to be happy with them!
I want to praise you along with all
those others who belong to you.
6

We and our ancestors have sinned;
we have done what is wicked and evil.

7

When our ancestors were in Egypt,

they did not pay attention to the wonderful things that Yahweh did;

They did evil things to ﬁnd out
whether God would punish them or not.
15

So he gave them what they requested,

them.

but he sent a horrible disease upon

16

Later when some of the men became
jealous of Moses

and his older brother Aaron, who
was dedicated to serve Yahweh by being
they forgot about the many times that a priest,
he showed that he faithfully loved them.
17
the ground opened up and swallowed
Instead, when they were at the Sea of Dathan
Reeds,
and also buried Abiram and his famthey rebelled against God, who is ily.
greater than any other god.
18
God sent down from heaven a ﬁre
8
But he rescued them for the sake of
which burned up all the wicked people
his own reputation
who supported them.
so that he could show that he is very
19
Then the Israelite leaders made a gold
powerful.
statue of a calf at Mount Sinai
9
He rebuked the Sea of Reeds and it
and worshiped it.
became dry,
20
Instead of worshiping our glorious
and then while he led our ancestors,
God,
they walked through it as though it
they started to worship a statue of an
were as dry as a desert.
ox that eats grass!
10
In that way he rescued them from the
21
They forgot about God, who had respower of their enemies.
cued them by the great miracles that he
11
Then their enemies were drowned in performed in Egypt.
the water of the Sea of Reeds;
22
They forgot about the wonderful
not one of them was left.
things that he did for them in Egypt
12

When that happened, our ancestors
and the amazing things that he did
believed that Yahweh had truly done for for them at the Sea of Reeds.
them what he had promised to do,
23
Because of that, God said that he
and they sang to praise him.
would get rid of the Israelites;
13

But they soon forgot what he had done
but Moses, whom God had chosen to
for them;
serve him, stood up to persuade God not
they did things without waiting to to do that.
ﬁnd out what Yahweh wanted them to do.
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Later, our ancestors refused to enter
the beautiful land of Canaan

and he said things that were foolish.
34

Our ancestors did not destroy the
other
people
groups
because they did not believe that
God would do as he promised and would
as he told them to do.
enable them to take the land from the peo35
Instead, the men took women from
ple who were living there.
those
people groups,
25
They stayed in their tents and grumand they started to do the evil things
bled
that those people did.
and would not pay attention to what
36
Our ancestors worshiped the idols of
Yahweh said that they should do.
those people,
26
So he solemnly told them
which resulted in their being dethat he would cause them to die there stroyed.
in the wilderness,
37
Some of the Israelites sacriﬁced their
27
that he would scatter their descen- sons and daughters to the demons that
dants among the people of other nations those idols represented.
and groups who did not believe in him,
38
They killed children who had done
and that he would allow them to die nothing wrong,
in those lands.
and offered them as sacriﬁces to the
28
Later the Israelite people started to idols in Canaan.
worship the idol of Baal at Mount Peor,
As a result, the land of Canaan was
and they ate meat that had been sacri- polluted by those murders.
ﬁced to Baal and those other lifeless gods.
39
So by their deeds they made it impos29
Yahweh became very angry because sible for God to accept them;
of what they had done,
because they did not faithfully worso again he sent a terrible disease to ship only God,
attack them.
they became like women who sleep
30
But Phinehas stood up and punished with other men instead of sleeping only
the ones who had sinned greatly,
with their husbands.
and as a result the plague ended.

40

So Yahweh became very angry with
31
People have remembered that righ- his people;
teous deed that Phinehas did,
he was completely disgusted with
and in future years people will re- them.
member it.

41

As a result, he allowed people groups
who
did not believe in him to conquer
Then at the springs of Meribah our ancestors caused Yahweh to become angry them,
again,
so those who hated our ancestors
started to rule over them.
and as a result Moses had trouble.
32

33

They caused Moses to become very
angry,
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ple,

Many times Yahweh rescued his peo-

him,

but they continued to rebel against

that he has rescued them from their
enemies.
3

He has gathered those of you who were
exiled to many lands;

and they were ﬁnally destroyed behe has gathered you together from
cause of the sins that they committed.
the east and the west,
44

However, Yahweh always heard them
when they cried out to him,

from the north and from the south.
4

Some of those who returned from
and he listened to them when they those countries wandered in the desert;
were distressed.
they were lost and had no homes to
45
For their sake, he thought about the live in.
covenant that he had made to bless them;
5
They were hungry and thirsty,
because he never stopped loving them
and they even collapsed in exhaustion.
very much,
6
When they were in trouble, they called
he changed his mind about punishing
out to Yahweh,
them more.
and he rescued them from being disHe caused all those who had taken
the Israelites to Babylonia to feel sorry for tressed.
7
them.
He led them along a straight road
47
where
they walked safely
Yahweh our God, rescue us
46

to cities in Canaan where they could
and bring us back to Israel from among
live.
those people groups
8
They should praise Yahweh for loving
so that we may thank you
them faithfully
and joyfully praise you.
and for the wonderful things that he
48
Praise Yahweh, the God whom we
does for people.
Israelites worship,
9
He gives thirsty people plenty of water
praise him now and forever!
to drink,
All the people should agree!
and he gives hungry people plenty of
Praise Yahweh!
good things to eat.
10

ons;

Psalm 107
1

Give thanks to Yahweh because he always does good things for us!
His faithful love for us lasts forever,
as he has promised us!
2

Those whom Yahweh has saved should
tell others

Some of them were in very dark pris-

they were prisoners, suffering because
of chains fastened to their hands and feet.
11

They were in prison because they had
rebelled against the message of God;
they were there because they had despised the advice given by God,
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That is why God made them suffer
and they should sing joyfully about
hardships so that they would no longer be the miracles that he has performed.
proud;
23
Some of them sailed in ships;
when they got into trouble, there was
they were selling things in cities far
no one who would help them.
away.
13
When they were in trouble, they
24
As they were sailing, they also saw
called out to Yahweh,
the miracles that Yahweh performed,
and he rescued them from being disthe wonderful things that he did when
tressed.
they were on very deep seas.
14
He broke the chains that were on their
25
He gave orders to the winds, and they
hands and feet
became strong
and brought them out of those very
and stirred up high waves.
dark prisons.
26
15-16
The ships in which they were sailing
He broke down the prison gates that
were tossed high in the air,
were made of bronze;
and then they sank into the troughs
he cut through the prison bars that
between
the high waves;
were made of iron.
then the sailors were terriﬁed at the
They should praise Yahweh for loving
danger.
them faithfully
27
They stumbled about and staggered
and for the wonderful things that he
like drunken men,
does for people.

and they did not know what to do.

17

Some of them foolishly rebelled
against God,
so they suffered for their sins.
18

They did not want to eat any food,

28

When they were in trouble, they
called out to Yahweh,
and he rescued them from being distressed.

and they almost died.
19

When they were in trouble, they
called out to Yahweh,

29

He calmed the storm
and he stilled the waves.

30
and he rescued them from being disThey were very glad when it became
tressed.
calm;
20
When he commanded that they be
and Yahweh brought them safely into
healed, they were healed;
a harbor as they wished.
31
he saved them from dying.
They should praise Yahweh for loving

They should praise Yahweh for loving them faithfully
them faithfully
and for the wonderful things that he
and for the wonderful things that he does for people.
does for people.
32
They should praise him among the
21

22

They should give offerings to him to Israelite people when they have gathered
show that they are thankful,
together,
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and they should praise him in front
People who live rightly see God do
of the leaders of the country.
these things, and they rejoice;
33

Sometimes Yahweh causes rivers to
wicked people hear about these things,
become dry,
too,
with the result that the land becomes
but they have nothing to say against
a wilderness,
Yahweh in reply.
and springs of water become dry land.

43

Those who are wise should think care34
Sometimes he causes land that has fully about these things;
produced lots of crops to become salty
they should consider all the things that
wastelands,
Yahweh has done to show that he faithwith the result that they do not pro- fully loves them.
duce crops.

He does that because the people who
live there are very wicked.

Psalm 108

35

But sometimes he causes pools of water to appear in deserts,

1

God, I am very conﬁdent in you.

I will sing to praise you.

and he causes springs to ﬂow in very
dry ground.

It is an honor to wake up and praise

He brings hungry people into that you.
2
land, to live there and to build cities there.
I will arise before the sun rises,
36

37

They plant seeds in their ﬁelds,

and I will praise you while I play my
and they plant grapevines that pro- harp and my lyre.
3
duce large crops of grapes.
I prayed, ”Yahweh, I will thank you
38
among
all the people groups;
He blesses the people, and the women
give birth to many children,

and they have large herds of cattle.

I will sing to praise you among the
nations

4
because your faithful love for us
When the number of people became
smaller and they were humiliated by their reaches up to the heavens,
enemies
and you are as faithful in keeping your
by being oppressed and caused to promises as the clouds are high above the
earth.
suffer,
39

5
Yahweh, show in the heavens that you
Yahweh shows contempt for the leadare
very great!
ers who oppress them,
40

Show your glory to people all over the
and makes them to wander in a wilderearth!
ness where there are no roads.
6
Answer our prayers and, by your
But he rescues poor people from bepowe,r help us to defeat our enemies
ing in misery
41

and causes their families to increase
so that we, the people whom you love,
in number like ﬂocks of sheep.
may be saved.”
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Yahweh answered our prayers and
and tell lies about me.
spoke from his temple, saying, ”Because I
3
They are constantly saying that they
have conquered your enemies, I will joy- hate me,
fully divide the city of Shechem,
and they harm me for no reason.
and I will distribute among my people
4
I show them that I love them
the land in the Valley of Succoth.
8

and that I pray for them,

The region of Gilead is mine;

but instead of being kind to me, they
the people of the tribe of Manasseh
say
that
I have done evil things.
are mine;
5
In return for my doing good things for
and the tribe of Judah is like my scepter.
them
and loving them,
9
The region of Moab is like my washthey do evil things to me and hate
basin;
me.
I throw my sandal over the region of
6
So appoint a wicked judge who will
Edom to show that it belongs to me;
judge my enemy,
I shout triumphantly because I have
and bring in one of his enemies who
defeated the people of the region of Philiswill
stand up and accuse him.
tia.”
7
10
When the trial ends,
Because we want to attack the people
of Edom,
cause the judge to declare that he is
guilty
who will lead my army to their capital
city that has strong walls around it?
and cause even his plea for mercy to
11
God, we do not want you to abandon be considered a sin.
8
us;
Then cause him to die soon;
we want you to go with us when our
bring someone else to take over his
army marches out to ﬁght our enemies.
work.
12

9
We need you to help us when we ﬁght
Cause his children not to have a father
against our enemies
anymore,

because the help that humans can
give us is worthless.
13

and cause his wife to become a widow.
10

Cause his children to leave the ruined
But with you helping us, we shall win; homes that they have been living in

you will enable us to defeat our eneand to wander around begging for
mies.
food.
11

Psalm 109
1

God, you are the one whom I praise,

so please answer my prayer
2

because wicked people slander me

Cause all the people to whom he owed
money to seize his property;
cause strangers to take away everything that he worked to acquire.
12

Make sure that no one acts with any
loyalty toward his memory for the sake of
your covenant;
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make sure that no one pities his chilBut Yahweh, my God, do good things
dren.
for me
13

in order that I may honor you;

Cause all his children to die,

rescue me from my enemies

so that no one will live to carry on his
name.

because you faithfully love me as you
14
Yahweh, remember and do not for- promised.
22
I request you to do this because I am
give his ancestors for the evil things that
poor and needy
they did,
and do not even forgive the sins that
his mother committed.
15

Think about his sins continually,

and my inner being is full of pain.
23

I think that my time to remain alive
is as short

as an evening shadow that will soon
but cause everyone living to comdisappear.
pletely forget who he was.
I will be blown away as a locust is
16
I pray these things because that man, blown by the wind.
my enemy, never acted toward anyone as
24
My knees are weak because I have
your covenant says we must;
fasted very often,
he persecuted poor and needy people
and my body has become very thin.
and even killed helpless people.
25
The people who accuse me make fun
17
He liked to curse people.
of me;
when they see me, they insult me by
So those terrible things that he requested to happen to others—cause them shaking their heads at me.
26
to happen to him!
Yahweh, my God, help me!
He did not want to bless others,

Because you faithfully love me, rescue
so make sure that no one blesses him! me!
27
When you save me,
18
He often cursed other people, also;
cause my enemies to know that you
cause the terrible things that he are the one who has done it!
wanted to happen to others to happen to
28
They may curse me, but I ask that you
him and enter his body as water does,
bless me.
as olive oil soaks into a person’s bones
Cause those who persecute me to be
when it is rubbed on his skin.
defeated and disgraced,
19
Cause those terrible things to cling to
but cause me to be glad!
him like his clothes
29
Cause those who accuse me to be comand be around him like the belt that he pletely disgraced;
wears every day.
cause other people to see that they are
20
Yahweh, I wish that you will punish disgraced as easily as they see the clothes
all my enemies that way,
that they wear!
30

those who say evil things about me.
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I will praise him when I am among
many bodies of the killed enemy solthe crowd of people who are worshiping diers will lie on the ground.
him.
He will crush kings all over the earth.
31
7
I will do that because he defends poor
But the king will drink from the stream
people like me
alongside the road;
and because he saves us from those
he will be refreshed after defeating
who have said that we must die.
his enemies.

Psalm 110
1

Psalm 111
1

Yahweh said to my lord the king,

Praise Yahweh!

I will thank Yahweh with my entire in”Sit here, close to me, in the place of
ner
being
highest honor
every time that those who do what is
until I completely defeat your enemies
right come together.
and make them like a stool for your
2
The things that Yahweh has done are
feet!”
wonderful!
2
Yahweh will extend your power as
All those who are delighted with those
king
things
from Jerusalem to other lands;
desire to study them.
you will rule over all your enemies.
3
Because he is a great king and does
3
On the day that you lead your armies wonderful things,
into battle,
people greatly honor him and respect
many of your people will volunteer him;
to join your army.
the righteous things that he does will
Your youthful strength will act for you endure forever.
4
like the dew that waters the earth early in
He has done wonderful things that
the morning.”
people will always remember;
4

Yahweh has made a solemn promise
and he will never change his mind;

Yahweh always acts kindly and mercifully.

5
He provides food for those who have
he has said to the king, ”You will be a
an
awesome
respect for him;
priest forever
he never forgets the covenant that he
like Melchizedek.”
made with our ancestors.
5
The Lord stands at your right side;
6
By enabling his people to capture
when he becomes angry, he will defeat the lands that belonged to other people
many kings.
groups,
6

He will judge and punish the people
he has shown to us, his people, that he
of many nations;
is very powerful.
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He does everything fairly, as he has
on those who are kind, merciful and
promised us,
righteous.
5
Things will go well for those who genand we can depend on him to help us
erously lend money to others
when he commands us to do things.

and who conduct their businesses
What he commands must be obeyed
honestly.
forever;
8

6
Righteous people will not be overand he acted in a true and righteous manner when he gave us those com- whelmed because of their troubles;
mands.
other people will always treasure their
9
memories
of them.
He rescued us, his people, from being

slaves in Egypt,

7

They are not afraid when they receive
bad
news;
and he made a covenant with us that
will last forever.
they conﬁdently trust in Yahweh.
He is holy and awesome!

8

They are conﬁdent and not afraid

10

Having an awesome respect for Yahbecause they know that they will see
weh is the way to become wise.
God defeat their enemies.
9
They give things generously to poor
All those who obey his commands
will know what is good for them to decide people;
to do.
their kind deeds will endure forever,
We should praise him forever!
and they will be exalted and honored.
10

Wicked people see those things and
are angry;

Psalm 112
1

they gnash their teeth angrily,
but they will disappear and die.

Praise Yahweh!

The wicked things that they want to
How fortunate are those who have an
do will never happen.
awesome respect for him,
mands.
2

land;

those who happily obey his com-

Their children will prosper in their

1

God will bless their descedants.
3

Praise Yahweh!

You people who serve Yahweh, praise
him!

Their families will be wealthy,

and their righteous deeds will endure
forever.
4

Psalm 113

Praise him!
2

Everyone should praise Yahweh now
and forever!

For those who honor God, it is as if
3
People who live in the east and people
a light were shining on them in the darkwho live in the west,
ness,
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everyone, should praise Yahweh!
4

When they came to Mount Sinai and
there was a big earthquake,

Yahweh rules over all the nations,

it was as though the mountains
and high in the heavens he shows that
skipped like goats
his glory is very great.
and the hills jumped around like
5
There is no one who is like Yahweh,
lambs.
our God,
5
If someone asks, ”What happened at
who lives in the highest heaven
the Sea of Reeds that caused the water to
6
and looks far down through the heav- run away?
ens and sees the people on the earth.
What happened that caused the water
7
He lifts poor people up so that they no in the Jordan River to stop ﬂowing?
longer sit in the dirt;
6
What happened that caused the mounhe lifts needy people up so that they no tains to skip like goats
longer sit on heaps of ashes
and caused the hills to jump around
8
and causes them to be honored by sit- like lambs?”
ting next to leaders,
7
Indeed, all the earth will tremble beleaders who rule his own people.
fore the Lord!
9

He also enables women who have no
Everyone will tremble in the presence
children to live in their houses
of the God whom Jacob worshiped!
as happy as mothers with children.

8

He is the one who caused pools of water to ﬂow from a rock for the Israelite people to drink,

Praise Yahweh!

and he is the one who caused a spring
to ﬂow from a solid rock cliff!

Psalm 114
1

When the Israelite people left Egypt,

when the descendants of Jacob left people who spoke a foreign language,

Psalm 115
1

Yahweh, people should praise you
the land of Judah became the place alone;
where people worshiped God;
they must praise you, not us,
and Israel became the land that he
because you faithfully love us and
ruled over.
always do what you have promised to do.
3
When they came to the Sea of Reeds,
2
It is not right that other people groups
it was as though the water saw them should say about us,
and ran away!
”They claim that their God is very powWhen they came to the Jordan River,
erful,
2

the water in the river stopped ﬂowing
but if that is true, why does he not
so that the Israelites could cross it.
help them?”
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13

Our God is in heaven,

and he will bless all those who have
a reverential respect for him;

and he does whatever he wants!

he will bless important people and
But their idols are only statues made
people who are considered to be unimporof silver and gold,
tant, everyone!
things that humans have made.
14
I wish that Yahweh may give many
5
Their idols have mouths, but they can- children
not say anything;
to you, my fellow Israelite people, and
4

they have eyes, but they cannot see to your descendants.
15
anything.
I wish that Yahweh, the one who made
6
They have ears, but they cannot hear heaven and the earth, may bless all of you!
16
anything;
The highest heavens belong to Yahweh,
they have noses, but they cannot smell
anything.
but he gave everything that is on the
7
They have hands, but they cannot feel earth to us people.
anything;

17

Dead people are not able to praise
they have feet, but they cannot walk, Yahweh;
when they descend into the place
and they cannot even make any
where
dead
people are,
sounds in their throats!

they are unable to speak and cannot
The people who make those idols are
praise him.
as powerless as those idols,
18
But we who are alive will thank him,
and those who trust in those idols can
now and forever.
accomplish nothing, just like their idols!
8

You, my fellow Israelite people, trust
in Yahweh!

Praise Yahweh!

He is the one who helps you and protects you like a shield.

Psalm 116

9

10

You priests, descendants of Aaron,
trust in Yahweh!

1

I love Yahweh

because he hears me when I cry to
He is the one who helps you and pro- him for help.
tects you like a shield.
2
He listens to me,
11
All you who have a reverential respect
so I will call out to him all during my
for Yahweh, trust in him!
life.
He is the one who helps you and pro3
Everything around me caused me to
tects you like a shield.
think that I would die;
12
Yahweh has not forgotten us;
I was very afraid that I would die and
he will bless us Israelite people!
go to the place where dead people are.
He will bless the priests,

I was very distressed and afraid.
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But then I called out to Yahweh, saying,

me!”
5

“Yahweh, I plead with you to save

15

Yahweh is very grieved when one of
his people dies.
16

I serve him like my mother did.

Yahweh is kind and does what is right;

he is our God, and he acts mercifully
to us.
6

He protects those who are helpless;

when I thought that I would die, he
saved me.
7

I must encourage myself

I am one of those who serves Yahweh;
He has ended my troubles.
17

So I will offer to him a sacriﬁce to
thank him,
and I will pray to him.
18-19

When I am together with many of
the people who belong to Yahweh

in the courtyard outside his temple
because Yahweh has done very good
in
Jerusalem,
things for me.
8

Yahweh has saved me from dying

and has kept me from troubles that
would cause me to cry.

I will give to him the offerings that I
solemnly promised to give to him.
Praise Yahweh!

He has kept me from disaster.
9

So here on the earth where people are
still alive,

Psalm 117

1
I live, knowing that Yahweh is directYou people of all nations, praise Yahing me.
weh!
10

I continued to believe in Yahweh,

All you people groups, praise him

2
even when I said, “I am greatly afbecause he faithfully loves us as he
ﬂicted.”
promised to do,
11

Even when I was distressed and said,
and he will forever do for us what he
“I cannot trust anyone,”
promised that he would do.
I continued to trust in Yahweh.

Praise Yahweh!

12

So now I will tell you what I will offer
to Yahweh
because of all the good things that he
has done for me.
13

I will offer to him a cup of wine
to thank him for saving me.

Psalm 118
1

Tell Yahweh that you thank him very
much for the good things that he has done
for you!

14

When I am together with many people
He faithfully loves us, his people, forwho belong to Yahweh,
ever.
2
You Israelite people should repeatedly
I will give to him the offerings that I
shout,
solemnly promised to give to him.
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“He faithfully loves us, his people,
but we defeated them by Yahweh’s
forever!”
power.
13
Our enemies attacked us ﬁercely and
You priests who are descendants of
almost defeated us,
Aaron should repeatedly shout,
3

but Yahweh helped us.

“He faithfully loves us, his people,
forever!”

14

Yahweh is the one who makes me
strong,
All you who revere him should repeatedly shout,
and he is the one about whom I always
“He faithfully loves us, his people, sing;
forever!”
he has saved us from my enemies.
5
15
When I was distressed, I called out to
Listen to the joyful songs of victory
Yahweh,
being sung in the tents of the people who
and he answered me and set me free honor God!
4

from my worries.
6

They sing, ”Yahweh has defeated our
enemies by his mighty power;

Yahweh is on my side,

16

he has raised his strong right arm to
show he is happy over defeating his eneNo one can do anything that will pre- mies.
vent God from blessing me forever.
Yahweh has completely defeated
7
Yes, Yahweh is on my side,
them!”
so I will not be afraid of anything.

so I will look triumphantly at my enemies while he defeats them.
8

It is better to trust in Yahweh

17

I will live to proclaim the great things
that Yahweh has done.

than to depend on people.
9

us

I will not be killed in battle;

18

It is better to trust Yahweh to protect

Yahweh has punished me severely,
but he has not allowed me to die.

19

You gatekeepers, open for me the
than to trust that inﬂuential people gates of the temple
will protect us.
so that I may enter and thank Yahweh.
10
20
Armies of many nations surrounded
Those are the gates through which we
us,
enter the temple to worship Yahweh;
but Yahweh enabled us to defeat them
those who honor God enter through
by his power.
those gates.
11
21
They completely surrounded us,
Yahweh, I thank you that you anbut we defeated them all by Yahweh’s swered my prayer
power.

and that you saved me from my enemies.
They swarmed around me like angry
22
bees;
Yahweh’s chosen king is like a stone
they were like a ﬁre that ﬂares up in that the builders rejected
12

when they were building a house,

a thornbush,
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but that stone became the cornerstone.
23

This was done by Yahweh,

those who request him with their entire
inner beings to help them to do that.
3

and it is a wonderful thing for us to see.

They do not do things that are wrong;

they behave as Yahweh wants them
This is the day on which we rememto.
ber that Yahweh acted powerfully to de4
feat our enemies;
Yahweh, you have given us your principles of behavior,
we will rejoice and be glad today.
24

and you told us to obey them faithYahweh, we plead with you to keep
fully.
rescuing us from our enemies.
5
I want so much to faithfully keep evYahweh, please help us accomplish
erything that you command.
what we want to do.
25

6

26

Yahweh, bless the one who will come
with your power.
From the temple we bless all of you.
27

mands.

when I thought about your com-

7

Yahweh is God,

to us.

If I did that, I would not be ashamed

and he has caused his light to come

Come, bring animal sacriﬁce and tie it
to the horns of the altar.

When I learn all of your just regulations,
being.
8

I will praise you with a pure inner

I will obey all your statutes;
do not desert me!

28

Yahweh, you are the God whom I worship, and I will praise you!

9

I know how a young person can live
You are my God, and I will tell every- in a pure way;
one that you are great!
it is by obeying your commands.
29

10
Thank Yahweh because he does good
I try to serve you with my entire inner
things for us!
being;
He will faithfully love us forever as
do not allow me to wander away from
he has promised.
what you have commanded.
11

Psalm 119

so that I will not sin against you.
12

1

How fortunate are those about whom
no one can say truthfully that they have
done things that are wrong,
those who always obey the laws of Yahweh.
2

I have memorized your commands

How fortunate are those who obey his
weighty commands,

Yahweh, I praise you;
teach me your statutes.

13

I have announced to the people all the
things that you have commanded us to do.
14

ments;
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15

27
I will study everything you have comHelp me to understand how you want
manded,
me to behave,

and then I will meditate on your amazand I will pay attention to how you
ing instructions.
have shown me to live.
16

I will be happy to obey your statutes,
and I will not forget your words.

28

I am very sad, with the result that I
have no strength;

enable me to be strong again as you
Do good things for me, the one who
promised me that you would do.
serves you,
29
Prevent me from telling lies,
so that I may continue to live and obey
and be kind to me by teaching me
your words during all my life.
your
laws.
18
Help me to understand with my mind,
30
I have decided that I will faithfully
to know the wonderful things that are
obey you;
written in your laws.
I am determined to follow your com19
I am living here on the earth for only mands.
a short time;
31
Yahweh, I try to carefully cling to your
do not keep me from understanding. requirements;
20
In my inner being I strongly desire to
do not abandon me or let me be disknow your decrees all the time.
graced.
17

21

You rebuke those who are proud;

32

I will eagerly obey your commands
you curse those who disobey your
because you have helped me undercommands.
stand better and better what you want me
22
Do not allow them to continue to in- to do.
33
sult and scorn me;
Yahweh, teach me the meaning of

I request this because I have obeyed your statutes,
your requirements.
and then I will completely obey them.
23
34
Rulers gather together and plan ways
Help me to understand your laws
to harm me,
so that I may obey them with all my
but I will meditate on what you have inner being.
commanded.
35
I am happy with your commands,
24
I am delighted with your requireso lead me along the paths that you
ments;
have chosen for me.
it is as though they were my advisors.
36
Cause me to want to do what you com25
I think that I will soon die;
mand
save my life as you have promised me
that you would.

and not to want to become rich.
37

Do not allow me to look at things that
When I told you about all the things I are worthless;
did, you answered me;
make me able to live as you want me
teach me your statutes.
to live.
26
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38

Because I am one who serves you, do
I will meditate on everything you
what you promised to do for me,
require us to do.
49
which is what you also promise to do
Do not forget what you said you would
for all those who honor you.
do for me, the one who serves you,
39

I become afraid when my enemies
because what you have said
insult me;
has caused me to conﬁdently expect good
things from you.
stop them!

50
When I have been suffering, you comBut you are right when you punish
forted
me;
my enemies.
40
you did what you promised me, and
I very much desire to obey your printhat
kept
me alive.
ciples of behavior;
51
Proud people are always making fun
because you are righteous, allow me
of me,
to continue to live.
41
but I do not turn away from obeying
Yahweh, show me that you faithfully
your laws.
love me,
52
Yahweh, when I think about your regand rescue me as you promised you
ulations that you gave to us long ago,
would.

I am comforted.

42

After you do that, I will be able to
reply to those who insult me
because I trust in your word.

53

When I see wicked people disregard
your laws,

43

I become very angry.

Never prevent me from speaking your
truth

54

While I have been living here on the
because I have conﬁdence in your earth for a short time,
regulations.
I have written songs about your
44
I will always obey your laws
statutes.
forever and ever.
45

55

Yahweh, during the night I think
about you,

I will always be safe

because I have tried to obey your
principles of behavior.
46

I will tell to kings what you require,

and so I obey your laws.
56

What I have always done is to obey
your principles of behavior.

57
Yahweh, you are the one whom I have
and because they are unable to prove
me wrong, they will not cause me to be chosen,
ashamed.
and I promise to obey your words.
47
I am delighted to obey your com58
With all my inner being I plead with
mands,
you to be good to me;

and I love them.

48

I respect your commandments,

act kindly to me as you promised that
you would do.
59

and I love them;
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and I have decided to return to obeying your requirements.
60

I hurry to obey your commands;

70

but as for me, I am delighted with
your laws.
71

I do not delay at all.

me

61

Those people are stubborn,

It was good for me that you aﬄicted

Wicked people have tried to seize me
because the result was that I learned
as a hunter tries to catch an animal with a
your statutes.
net,
72

The laws that you give to us are worth
more to me than gold,

but I do not forget your laws.
62

In the middle of the night I awake,

more than thousands of pieces of gold
and I praise you for your commands and silver.
because they are fair.
73
You created me and formed my body;

63

I am a friend of all those who have an
help me to be wise so that I may learn
awesome respect for you,
your commands.
74
those who obey your principles of
Those who have an awesome respect
behavior.
for you will see what you have done for
Yahweh, you faithfully love people all me,
over the earth;
because they have conﬁdence in the
promises of your word.
teach me your statutes.
75
65
Yahweh, I know that your regulations
Yahweh, you have done good things
are right
for me
64

as you promised that you would do.
66

Teach me to think carefully before I
decide what to do,
and teach me other things that I need
to know

and that you have made me suffer
because you love me without end.
76

Comfort me by showing that you faithfully love me
as you said to me that you would do.

77
Act mercifully to me so that I may
because I believe that it is right for us
continue to live
to obey your commands.
because I am delighted with your
67
Before you aﬄicted me, I did things
laws.
that were wrong,
78
Cause the proud people who falsely
but now I obey your words.
accuse me to be shamed;
68
You are very good, and what you do
but as for me, I will continue medis good;
itating on what you have commanded I
teach me your statutes.
should do.
69

79
Proud people have told many lies
Cause those who have an awesome
about me,
respect for you to come back to me

so that they may learn what you combut as for me, I obey your principles
mand.
of behavior.
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80

91
Enable me to perfectly obey your
To this day, all things on the earth
statutes
remain because you decided that they
should remain;
so that I may not be ashamed because
everything on the earth serves you.
of not doing that.
92
If I had not been delighted in obeying
I am waiting for you to save me from
your laws,
my enemies;
81

I would have died because of what I
I conﬁdently expect that you will tell
was suffering.
me what you will do.
93
I will never forget your principles of
My eyes are tired from waiting a long
time for you to do what you promised that behavior
you would do,
because as a result of my obeying
them,
you
have enabled me to continue to
and I ask, “When will you help me?”
live.
83
I have become as useless as a wine94
I belong to you; save me from my
skin that is shriveled from hanging a long
enemies
time in the smoke inside a house,
82

but I have not forgotten your statutes.
84

How long must I wait?

When will you punish those who persecute me?
85

because I have tried to obey your
principles of behavior.
95

Wicked men are waiting to kill me,

but I will think about your requirements.

It is as though proud people, those
96
I have learned that there is a limit for
who do not obey your laws, have dug deep
86
everything,
All your compits for me to fall into.
mands are trustworthy;
but your commands have no limit.
but people are persecuting me by
telling lies about me, so please help me.
87

98

88

Because you faithfully love me, allow
me to continue to live
so that I may continue to obey your
requirements that you have spoken.
Yahweh, your word will last forever;
it is ﬁrmly ﬁxed in heaven.

I love your laws very much.
I meditate on them all during the day.

Those people almost killed me,

but I have not stopped obeying your
principles of behavior.

89

97

Because I know your commands

and because I think about them all
the time,
mies.
99

do

I have become wiser than my ene-

I understand more than my teachers

because I meditate on what you command.

90

100
You will faithfully continue to act for
I understand more than many old
people who are not yet born;
people do

you have put the earth in its place,
because I obey your principles of
and it remains ﬁrmly there.
behavior.
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101

I have avoided all evil behavior

because of them, I am joyful in my
inner being.

so that I may obey your words.
102

112

I have not refused to obey them

because you have taught me while I
have studied them.
103

When I read your words,

I have decided to always obey your
commands, every one of them.
113

I hate people who only say they love

you,

but I love your laws.

they are like honey that I eat;

114

You are like a place where I can hide
yes, they are even sweeter than honey. from my enemies,
104
Because I have learned your princiand you are like a shield behind which
ples of behavior,
I am protected from them;
I am able to understand many things;

therefore I hate all evil things that
some people do.
105

Your word is a lamp to guide me;

it is like a light that shows me where
to walk.
106

I have solemnly promised, and I am
solemnly promising it again,
tions;

that I will always obey your regula-

I trust in your promises.
115

so than I may obey my God’s commands!
116

Enable me to be strong as you
promised that you would do,
so that I may continue to live.
I am conﬁdently expecting that you will
restore me;
do not disappoint me.

they are all fair.
107

You evil people, go away from me

117

Yahweh, I am suffering very much;

Hold me up so that I may be safe

and always pay attention to your comcause me to be strong again as you
mands.
have promised to do.
118
108
You reject all those who disobey your
Yahweh, when I thank you while I
statutes;
pray, it is like a sacriﬁce to you;
please accept it,
and teach me your regulations.

because they make deceitful plans
and they do not keep their word.

119
You get rid of all the wicked people
My enemies are often trying to kill on the earth as people get rid of trash;

109

me,

therefore I love your requirements.

but I do not forget your laws.

120
I tremble because I am afraid of you;
Wicked people have tried to seize
I am afraid because you punish those
me as a hunter tries to catch little animals
who do not obey your regulations.
with a trap,
110

121
But I have done what is right and
but I have not disobeyed your princifair;
ples of behavior.
111

I have your requirements forever;

so do not allow people to oppress me.
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122

Be responsible for doing good things
for me,

as you do to all those who love you.
133

Guide me as you promised;
and do not allow proud people to
do not allow evil people to control
oppress me.
what I do.
123
My eyes are tired from waiting a long
134
Rescue me from those who oppress
time for you to rescue me,
me

for you to save me as you promised
so that I may obey your principles of
that you would.
behavior.
124
Do something for me to show that
135
Act kindly toward me
you faithfully love me,
and teach me your statutes.
and teach me your statutes.
136
I cry very much
125
I am one who serves you;
because many people do not obey
enable me to understand what you want your laws.
me to know
137
Yahweh, you are righteous
so that I may learn your requirements.
and your regulations are just.
126
Yahweh, now is the time for you to
138
You did what was right when
punish people
you gave us the laws of your covenant
because they have disobeyed your promise,
laws.
and you can be trusted when you
127
Truly, I love your commands more made those promises to us.
than I love gold;
139
I am furious
I love them more than I love very pure
because my enemies disregard your
gold.
words.
128
So I conduct my life by your princi140
I have found that your promises are
ples of behavior,
dependable,
and I hate all the evil things that some
and I love them.
people do.
141
I am not important, and people de129
Your requirements are wonderful,
spise me,
so I obey them with all my inner being.
but I do not forget your principles of
130
When someone explains your words, behavior.
it is as though they are lighting a light;

142

You are righteous and you will be
what they say causes even people who righteous forever,
have not learned your laws to be wise.
and your laws will never be changed.
131

143
I eagerly desire to know your comI constantly have troubles and I am
mands
worried,

as a dog pants with its mouth open,
but your commands cause me to be
wanting to be fed.
happy.
132

144

Listen to me and act kindly to me
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help me to understand them so that I
allow me to continue to live as you
may continue to live.
promised that you would.
155
Wicked people do not obey your
Yahweh, with all my inner being I
statutes,
call out to you;
145

answer me and I will obey your
statutes.
146

I call out to you,

so you will certainly not save them.
156

Yahweh, you have been merciful by
helping me in many ways;

allow me to continue to live as you
“Save me, and I will keep your comhave
done
until now.
mandments.”
157
Many people are my enemies; many
Each morning I arise before dawn
people
cause me to suffer,
and call to you to help me;
147

I conﬁdently expect you to do what
you have promised.
148

All during the night I am awake,

but I do not neglect your commands.
158

When I look at those who are not
faithful to you, I am disgusted

because they do not obey your reand I meditate on your commands
quirements.
and your promises.
149

me,

Yahweh, because you faithfully love

listen to me while I pray;
keep me safe because I keep your
regulations.
150

Those evil people who oppress me
are coming closer to me;
they do not pay any attention to your
laws.
151

But Yahweh, you are near to me,

and I know that your commands will
never be changed.

159

Yahweh, notice that I love your principles of behavior;
because you faithfully love me, allow
me to continue to live.
160

I can rely on everything that you
have said;
ever.
161

all your regulations will endure forRulers persecute me for no reason,

but in my inner being I have a very
awesome respect for your words.
162

I am happy about your words,

as happy as someone who has found
Long ago I found out about your rea great treasure.
quirements,
163
I thoroughly hate all lies
and I know that you intended them
152

to last forever.

but I love your laws.

153

Look at me, see that I am suffering
very much, and heal me
because I do not forget your laws.

164

I praise you seven times a day

for your commandments because they
are all just.

154

165
Defend me when others accuse me
Things go well for those who love
and rescue me from them;
your laws;
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nothing will make them abandon your
laws.

Psalm 120

166

1
Yahweh, I conﬁdently expect that
When I was distressed, I called out to
you will rescue me from my troubles,
Yahweh

and he answered me.

and I obey your commands.
167

2

I obey what you require us to do;

“Yahweh, rescue me from those who
lie to me and try to deceive me!”

I love it all very much.
168

I obey your principles of behavior,

3

You people who lie to me, I will tell
you what God will do to you

and you see everything that I do.

and what he will do to punish you.

169

Yahweh, listen while I pray for you
to help me;
help me to understand your words.
170

I will always praise you

He will punish you when soldiers shoot
sharp arrows at you;

over hot coals from the wood of a
broom tree.
5

It is terrible for me, living among cruel
people

because you teach me your rules.
172

4

arrows that were hardened and made
sharp

Hear me while I pray,

and rescue me as you said you would.
171

I prayed,

I will sing about your words

because all your commands are just.

like those who live in the regions of
Meshech or Kedar.

6
I have lived for a long time among
I request you to always be ready to people who hate to live with others peacehelp me
fully.
173

7
because I have chosen to obey your
Every time I talk about living together
principles of behavior.
peacefully,
174

Yahweh, I eagerly desire for you to
rescue me from my enemies;
I am delighted with your laws.
175

Allow me to continue to live in order
that I can continue to praise you

they talk about starting a war.

Psalm 121
1

When we travel toward Jerusalem,

so that your regulations will continue
I look up toward the hills and I ask
to help me.
myself, “Who will help me?”
176

2
I have sinned and turned away from
My answer is that Yahweh is the one
you like a sheep that has left its ﬂock;
who helps me;

search for me because I have not
he is the one who made heaven and
the earth.
forgotten your commands.
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3

He will not allow us to fall;

God, who protects us, will not fall
asleep.
4

ple

do,

as Yahweh commanded that we should
so we can thank him.

5

The one who protects us Israelite peo-

There are the thrones,
the thrones that the kings of Israel sat

never gets sleepy or sleeps.
5

when they ruled Israel.

Yahweh watches over us;

These are the thrones of the descenhe is like the shade that protects us dants of King David.
6
from the sun.
Pray that there will be peace in
6
He will not allow the sun to harm us Jerusalem!

during the day,

”I pray that those who love Jerusalem
will
succeed in life.
and he will not allow the moon to
7
harm us during the night.
I pray that there may be peace inside
7
Yahweh will protect us from being the walls of the city
harmed in any manner;

and that people who are inside the
palaces may be safe.”

he will keep us safe.

8
For the sake of my relatives and
He will protect us from the time that
friends,
we leave our houses in the morning until
“I pray that people will live peacefully
we return in the evening;
inside Jerusalem.”
he will protect us now and he will
9
And because I love the temple of Yahprotect us forever.
weh our God,
8

“I pray that things will go well for the
people who live in Jerusalem.”

Psalm 122
1

I was glad when people said to me,

“We should go to the temple of Yahweh
in Jerusalem!”
2

Psalm 123

Now we are here,
standing inside the gates of Jerusalem.

1

Yahweh, I look up toward you,
up to heaven, from where you rule.

2

As servants ask their masters for what
We can see that Jerusalem was a care- they need
fully built city.
and as maids ask their mistresses for
Every part of the city was built to ﬁt what they need,
together
we ask you, Yahweh our God, for what
within the city as a whole.
we need,
3

4

We people of the tribes of Israel

until you act mercifully toward us.

who belong to Yahweh can now go up
there,
us
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because our enemies have acted very
contemptuously toward us.

Psalm 125

4

1
Arrogant people have made fun of us
Those who trust in Yahweh are like
for a long time,
Mount Zion,

and proud people have oppressed us
which cannot be shaken or moved
and have acted as though we were worth- out of its place.
less.
2
As the hills that surround Jerusalem
protect it,

Psalm 124

so Yahweh protects us, his people,
and he will protect us forever.

1

3
You Israelite people, answer this quesWicked people should not be allowed
tion:
to rule over the land where righteous peoWhat would have happened to us if Yah- ple live.
weh had not been helping us?
If they did that, those righteous people
2
would think of doing wrong themselves.
When our enemies attacked us,

if Yahweh had not been ﬁghting for us,
3

us!

we would have all been killed

4

Yahweh, do good things to those who
do good things to others

and to those who sincerely obey your
because they were very angry with commands.
5

But when you punish the Israelites
They would have been like a ﬂood of who no longer obey you,
water sweeping us away;
you will punish them the same as you
it would have been as though the water punish all the other evildoers.
had covered us,
I wish that things may go well for people
5
and we would all have drowned in in Israel!
the ﬂood.
4

6

But we praise Yahweh

because he has not allowed our enemies to destroy us.

Psalm 126

1
When Yahweh made Jerusalem prosWe have escaped from our enemies as
perous again,
a bird escapes from the trap that hunters
have set;
it was wonderful;
7

it is as though the trap that our enemies
it seemed as though we were dreamset for us was broken
ing.
and we have escaped from it!
8

2

Yahweh is the one who helps us;

We were extremely happy,

and we continued shouting joyfully.

he is the one who made heaven and
Then the other people groups said about
us,
the earth.
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“Yahweh has done great things for
them!”

they are a reward from him.
4

If a man has sons while he is still
We said, ”Yes, Yahweh truly has done young,
great things for us,
when they grow up, they will be able to
and we are very happy.”
help him defend his family
3

4

Restore us, O Yahweh, like the
as a soldier can defend himself if he
rains that ﬁll the streams in the southern has a bow and arrows in his hand.
Judean wilderness.
5
How fortunate is a man who has many
Enable our nation to become great sons;
again like it was before.
he is like a soldier who has many
5
We cried when we planted seeds be- arrows in his quiver.
cause it was hard work preparing the soil
If a man with his many grown
that had not been plowed for many years;
sons is taken by his enemies to the place
now we want to shout joyfully because where they decide matters, his enemies
we are gathering a big harvest.
will never be able to defeat that man
6

Those who cried as they carried the
because his sons will help to defend
bags of seeds to the ﬁelds will shout joy- him.
fully
when they bring the crops to their
houses at harvest time.

Psalm 128
1

How fortunate are you who have an
awesome respect for him

Psalm 127

and do what he wants you to do.

1

If people are building a house without
Yahweh helping them,
they are building it in vain.
Similarly, if Yahweh does not protect a
city,
it is useless for guards to stay awake
at night.

2

You will be able to enjoy the food you
provide yourself with;
you will be fortunate and prosperous.
3

Your wife will be like a grapevine that
bears many grapes;
she will give birth to many children.

Your children who sit around your taIt is also useless to arise very early and
ble;
go to sleep late at night
2

you will be like a strong olive tree that
so that you can work hard all day to
has many shoots growing up around it.
earn money to buy food
4
Like that, Yahweh will bless every man
because Yahweh gives food to those
who has an awesome respect for him.
whom he loves even while they sleep.
3

5
Children are a gift that comes to parI wish that God in his temple on Mount
ents from Yahweh;
Zion may help you greatly,
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and that you will see the people of
But this will not happen to the enemies
Jerusalem prospering every day that you of Israel.
live!
We, acting as Yahweh’s representatives,
6
I wish that you may live many years bless you, our fellow Israelites!
and that you may have grandchildren
and be able to see them.
I wish that things may go well for people
in Israel!

Psalm 130
1

Yahweh, I have great troubles, so I call
out to you.

Psalm 129

2

Yahweh, hear me

while I call out to you to have mercy
I say that my enemies have aﬄicted
on
me!
me ever since I was young.
1

3
Yahweh, if you kept a record of the
Now I ask you, my fellow Israelites, to
sins that we have committed,
repeat those same words:

not one of us would escape from being
”Our enemies have aﬄicted us since
condemned and punished!
our nation began,
2

but they have not defeated us!

4

But you forgive us,

3

Our enemies struck us with whips that
with the result that we have an awecut into our backs
some respect for you.
5
as a farmer uses a plow to cuts deep
Yahweh has said that he would help
furrows into the ground.”
me;
4

But Yahweh is righteous,

I trust what he said, and I wait eagerly
and he has freed us from being slaves for him to do that.
to wicked people.
6
I wait for Yahweh to help me
5
I wish that they may all be
more than watchmen wait for the
shamed because we will defeat them—all
morning to come;
of Jerusalem’s enemies.
yes, I wait more eagerly than they do!
6
I hope that they may be of no value, like
grass that grows on the roofs of houses,

7

that dries up and does not grow tall;

You, my fellow Israelites, conﬁdently
expect that Yahweh will bless us.

He will bless us because he has mercy
no one wants to cut it and tie it up as
on us,
bundles and carry it away.
7

and he is very willing to save us.

8

People who pass by and see men harvesting grain usually greet them by saying
to them,

8

It is he who will save us Israelite people
from being punished for all the sins that
“We wish that Yahweh may bless you!” we have committed.
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Psalm 131
1

7

Later we said, ”Let us go to the sacred
tent of Yahweh in Jerusalem;

Yahweh, I am not proud;

I do not deserve to achieve impressive
things in life.
I do not worry about problems that are
too diﬃcult for me to solve.
2

let us worship there in front of the
throne where he is sitting.”
8

Yahweh, come to the place where you
live eternally,
to the place where your sacred chest

is,

Instead, I am calm and peaceful in my
to the place that shows that you are
inner being
very powerful.
9
like a small child who no longer nurses
I want that the righteous behavior of
but is happy to be with its mother.
your priests will always be evident,
In the same way, I am peaceful within
and that your people will always shout
my inner being.
joyfully.
10
You chose David to serve you as king
You, my fellow Israelites, conﬁdently
expect that Yahweh will do good things for of Israel;
you
do not reject him!
3

now and forever!

Psalm 132
1

Yahweh, do not forget King David
and all the hardships he endured!

2

He made a solemn promise to you,

11

Yahweh, you made a solemn promise
to David,
a promise that you will not break.
You said, ”I will cause your descendants
to rule as kings like you.
12

If they obey my covenant with them

and obey all the commands that I will
give them,

the line of kings descended from you
the mighty God whom our ancestor
will
never end.”
Jacob worshiped.
13
Yahweh has chosen Jerusalem;
3
He said, ”I will not go home,
I will not rest on my bed,
4

and I will not sleep at all

5

until I build a place for Yahweh,

that is where he wants to rule from.
14

He said, ”This is the city where I will
live forever;
this is the place where I want to stay.

15
a home for the mighty God whom
I will give to the people of Jerusalem
Jacob worshiped.”
all that they need;
6

In Ephrathah we heard where the saI will give enough food to satisfy even
cred chest was.
the poor people there.
16
So we went and found it near the
I will cause the priests to behave
city of Kiriath Jearim, and we took it to in a manner worthy of ones whom I have
Jerusalem.
saved;

852

PSALMS
and all my people who live there will
shout joyfully.

come and praise him!
2

Lift up your hands to pray to him in
There in Jerusalem I will cause one the temple
of David’s descendants to become a great
and praise him!
king;
3
I hope that Yahweh, who created
he also will be my chosen king,
heaven and the earth,
It is there that I will make David’s line
may bless you from where he lives in
of descendants continue.
the temple on Mount Zion!
18
I will defeat his enemies and cause
them to be very ashamed;
17

but the crown that my king wears will
always shine.”

Psalm 135
1

Praise Yahweh!

You who worship Yahweh,

Psalm 133

praise him!
2

You who stand at the temple of Yahweh
our God in its courtyards, ready to serve
for God’s people to gather together in him,
peace.
praise him !
2
It is as delightful as the precious oil
3
Praise Yahweh because he does good
that ran down from the high priest things for us;
Aaron’s head onto his beard when Moses
sing to him because it is a joyful thing
anointed him,
to do so.
that ran down onto the collar of his
4
He has chosen us, the descendants of
robes.
Jacob;
3
Gathering together in peace is as dehe has chosen us Israelites to belong
lightful as the dew that falls on Mount Herto
him.
mon
1

It is very good and very pleasant

and the dew that falls on Mount Zion.
Yahweh has promised to bless his people there in Jerusalem
by making their nation last forever.

Psalm 134
1

All you people who serve Yahweh,

5

I say these things because I know that
Yahweh is great;
he is greater than all the gods.
6

do

Yahweh does whatever he desires to
in heaven, on the earth,

and in the seas, down to the bottom
of the seas.
7

He is the one who causes clouds
who stand up and serve him at night to appear from very distant places on the
in his temple,
earth;
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he makes lightning bolts to ﬂash with
They have ears, but they cannot hear
the rain,
anything,

and they are not even able to breathe.

and he brings the winds from the
places where he stores them.

18

The people who make those idols are
as
powerless
as those idols,
He is the one who killed all the ﬁrstborn males in Egypt,
and those who trust in those idols can
8

the ﬁrstborn of people and of animals. accomplish no more than their idols can!
19
9
My fellow Israelites, praise Yahweh!
There he performed many kinds of

miracles

to punish the king and all his oﬃcials.

You priests who are descended from
Aaron, praise Yahweh!
20

You men who are descended from
Levi, you who assist the priests, praise
and killed the powerful kings who Yahweh!
ruled them:
All you who have a reverential respect
11
Sihon, the king of the Amor people for Yahweh, praise him!
group,
21
Praise Yahweh in the temple on Mount
Zion in Jerusalem
Og, the king of Bashan,
10

He attacked many nations

where he lives!

and all the other kings in the land of
Canaan.
12

Praise Yahweh!

Yahweh gave us their land,

so that it would belong to us, his people Israel, forever.
13

ever,

Yahweh, your name will endure for-

Psalm 136
1

Thank Yahweh because he does good
things for us;

and people who are not yet born will
he will love us forever as he has
remember the great things that you have promised.
done.
2
Thank God, the one who is greater
14
Yahweh declares that we, his people, than all other gods;
are innocent,
he will love us forever as he has
and he acts mercifully toward us.
promised.
15
3
But the idols that the other people
Thank the Lord who is greater than all
groups worship are only statues made of other lords;
silver and gold,
he will love us forever as he has
things that humans have made.
promised.
16

4
Their idols have mouths, but they canHe is the only one who performs great
not say anything;
miracles;

he will love us forever as he has
they have eyes, but they cannot see
anything.
promised.
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15
He is the one who, by being very wise,
But he caused the king of Egypt and
created the heavens;
his army to drown in it;

he will love us forever as he has
he will love us forever as he has
promised.
promised.
6

16
He is the one who caused the ground
He is the one who led his people safely
to rise up above the deep waters;
through the wilderness;

he will love us forever as he has
he will love us forever as he has
promised.
promised.
7

He is the one who created great lights
in the sky;

17

He killed powerful kings;

he will love us forever as he has
he will love us forever as he has promised.
promised.
18
He killed kings who were famous;
8
He created the sun to shine in the dayhe will love us forever as he has
time;
promised.
he will love us forever as he has
19
He killed Sihon, the king of the Amor
promised.
people group;
9
He created the moon and stars to shine
he will love us forever as he has
during the nighttime;
promised.
he will love us forever as he has
20
He killed Og, the king of the region of
promised.
Bashan;
10
He is the one who killed the ﬁrstborn
he will love us forever as he has
males in Egypt;
promised.
he will love us forever as he has
21
He gave their lands to us, his people;
promised.
11
he will love us forever as he has
He led the Israelite people out of
promised.
Egypt;
22
He gave those lands to us people of
he will love us forever as he has
Israel, who serve him;
promised.
12

With his strong hand he led them out;

he will love us forever as he has
promised.
13

He is the one who caused the Sea of
Reeds to divide;
he will love us forever as he has
promised.

he will love us forever as he has
promised.
23

He is the one who did not forget about
us when our enemies had defeated us;
he will love us forever as he has
promised.
24

He rescued us from our enemies;

he will love us forever as he has
He enabled the Israelite people to
promised.
walk through it on dry land;
14

25
he will love us forever as he has
He is the one who gives food to all
living creatures;
promised.
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he will love us forever as he has
if I do not consider that Jerusalem
promised.
causes me to be more joyful than anything
else does.
26
So thank God, who lives in heaven
7
Yahweh, punish the people of the
because he will love us forever as he
Edom people group
has promised.!
for what they did on the day that the
army of Babylon captured Jerusalem.

Psalm 137

Do not forget that they said,

“Tear down all the buildings! Destroy
them
completely! Leave only the foundaWhen we had been taken to Babylonia
tions!”
far from Jerusalem,
1

8

we sat down by the rivers there,
and we cried when we thought about
the temple on Mount Zion in Jerusalem.
2

On the willow trees alongside the
rivers we hung our harps
because we did not want to play them
anymore and because we were very sad.
3

The soldiers who had captured us and
taken us to Babylonia forced us to sing for
them;
said,

they told us to entertain them; they

“Sing for us one of the songs that you
previously sang in Jerusalem!”
4

But we thought to ourselves,

You people of Babylon, you will certainly be destroyed!
How fortunate are those who punish
you for what you did to us;
9

How fortunate are those who take your
babies
rocks.

and smash them to pieces on the

Psalm 138
1

Yahweh, I thank you with all my inner
being.
I sing to praise you, even though many
people worship idols.

2
When I look toward your sacred tem”We are sad because we have been ple, I bow down
punished by Yahweh and brought to this
and thank you because you faithfully
foreign land;
love us and do all that you have promised.
we cannot sing songs about Yahweh
You have given cause for people everywhile we are here!”
where to honor you and what you have
5
If I forget about Jerusalem, I hope that said more than anything else.
my right hand will wither
3
When I called out to you, you answered
so that I will be unable to play my me;
harp!
you enabled me to be strong and
6
I hope that I will not be able to sing brave.
again
4
Yahweh, someday all the kings of this
if I forget about Jerusalem,
earth will praise you
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5

because they will have heard what
you have said.

You protect me on all sides;

you put your hand on me to protect
me
with
your power.
They will sing about what you have
done;
6
I am not able to understand that you
5

they will sing and say that you are know everything about me.
very great.
That is too hard for me to really un6
derstand.
Yahweh, you are supreme,
7
Where could I go to escape from your
but you take care of people who are
Spirit?
considered to be unimportant.

Where could I go to get away from you?

However, you do not show yourself to
proud people as faithful.

8

If I go up to heaven, you will be there.

7

When I am in the middle of many trouIf I lie down in the place where the dead
bles,
people are, you will be there.
9
you save me.
If the sun could carry me across the
With your hand you rescue me from my sky,
enemies who are angry at me.

if I ﬂew west and made a place to live
on
an
island in the ocean,
Yahweh, you will do for me everything
10
that you promised;
you would be there also to lead me
by your hand,
you faithfully love us forever.
8

Finish what you started to do for us,
your Israelite people!

and you would help me.

11

me,

I could wish for the darkness to hide

or I could wish for the light around me
to become darkness.

Psalm 139

12

But even if that happened, you would
Yahweh, you have examined what is still see me.
in my inner being,
For you the night is as bright as the dayand you know everything about me. time,
2
You know when I sit down and when
because daylight and darkness are no
I stand up.
different to you.
13
Even though you are far away from me,
You created all the parts of my body;
1

you know what I am thinking.

you put the parts of my body together
3
From the time that I rise in the morn- when I was still in my mother’s womb.
14
ing until I lie down to sleep at night,
I praise you because you made my
body very awesomely and wonderfully.
you know everything that I do.
4

Everything that you do is amazing!

Yahweh, even before I say anything,

you know everything that I am going
to say!
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while it was being put together where
no one else could see it,
you saw it!
16

Psalm 140
1

Yahweh, rescue me from being attacked by evil men;

You saw me before I was born.

even more, keep me safe from being
You wrote in your book the number attacked by violent people.
of days that you had decided that I would
2
They are always planning to do evil
live.
things,
You did that before any of those days
and they are always encouraging peohad even started!
ple to start quarrels.
17
God, what you think about me is very
3
By what they say, they injure people
valuable.
as poisonous snakes do.
There are a huge amount of things
4
Yahweh, protect me from the power
that you think about.
of wicked people.
18
If I could count them, I would see
Keep me safe from violent men who
that they are more than the grains of sand
plan to ruin me.
at the seashore.
5
It is as though proud people have set
When I awake, I am still with you.
a trap for me;
19

God, I wish that you would kill the
it is as though they have spread their
wicked people!
nets to catch me;
I wish that violent men would all leave
it is as though they have put these
me.
things along the road to catch me.
20

6

They say wicked things about you;
they slander your name.

21

Yahweh, I certainly hate those who
hate you!
I despise those who rebel against you.
22

I hate them completely,

mies.
23

and I consider that they are my ene-

God, search my inner being;
ﬁnd out what I am thinking!

I say to you, ”Yahweh, you are my God.

Listen to me while I cry out to you to
help me.”
7

Yahweh, my Lord, you are the one who
strongly defends me;
you have protected me during battles as though you had put a helmet on my
head.
8

Yahweh, do not give to wicked people
the things that they desire,
and do not allow them to do the evil
things that they plan to do.

24

9
Find out whether there is anything
Do not allow my enemies to become
evil in my inner being,
proud;

and lead me along the road that leads
cause the evil things that they say they
to my being with you forever.
will do to me to happen to them instead.
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Cause burning coals to fall on their
because they are trying to act kindly
heads!
toward me to teach me to do what is right;
if they do that, it will be as if someone
Cause them to be thrown into deep
honored me by anointing my head with
pits from which they cannot climb out!
olive oil;
11
Do not allow those who slander others
but I am always praying that you will
to succeed;
punish the wicked because of the wicked
cause evil things to happen to violent
deeds that they do.
men and destroy them!
6
When their rulers are thrown down
12
Yahweh, I know that you will defend
from the top of rocky cliffs,
those who are oppressed,
they will know that what I am saying
and that you will do what is just.
here is good.
13
Righteous people will surely thank
7
They will know one day that their bodyou,
ies will lie scattered on the ground in the
place of the dead,

and they will live in your presence.

just as one scatters clods of earth when
he plows a ﬁeld.

Psalm 141
1

8

But Yahweh God, I continue to request
that you help me.

Yahweh, I call out to you;

I ask you to protect me;

please help me quickly!

do not allow me to die now!

Listen to me when I am calling to you.

9

It is as though people have set traps
Accept my prayer as though it were in- for me;
cense being burned as an offering to you.
protect me from falling into those
2

Accept me while I lift up my hands to traps.
pray to you,
It is as though they have spread nets
just as you accept sacriﬁces that are to catch me;
offered to you in the evening.
keep me from being caught in those

Yahweh, do not allow me to say things nets.
10
that are wrong;
I wish that wicked people may fall
guard what I say as a sentry guards a into the traps they have set to catch me
door.
while I escape from them.
3

4

Prevent me from wanting to do anything that is wrong
and from joining with wicked men
when they want to do evil deeds.

Psalm 142

Do not even allow me to share in eating
delightful food with them!
5

It is all right if righteous people strike
me or rebuke me
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2

I am bringing to you all my problems;
I am telling you all my troubles.
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3

When I am very discouraged,

because you do not consider anyone
to be completely innocent.

you know what I should do.

3

Wherever I walk, it is as though my enemies have hidden traps for me to fall into.
4

I look around,

My enemies have pursued me;
they have completely defeated me.

It is as though they have put me in a
dark prison

but there is no one who sees me,

where I have nothing good to hope for.

no one who will protect me,

4
So I am very discouraged in my inner
and no one who cares about what
being;
happens to me.
5
I am very dismayed.
So Yahweh, I cry out to you to help me;
5

you are the one who protects me;
you are all that I need while I am alive.

I remember what has happened previously;

I meditate on all the things that you
Listen to me while I cry out to you for have done;
help
I consider all the great deeds that you
because I am very distressed.
have performed.
Rescue me
6
I lift up my hands to you while I pray;
6

because those who make me suffer
are very strong;
I cannot escape from them.
7

I want very much to be with you as
much as I would thirst for water in a vast
wilderness.

Free me from my troubles

7

Yahweh, I am very discouraged,

so that I may thank you.

so please answer me right now!

If you do that, when I am with others
who live rightly,

Do not keep away from me

because if you do that, I will soon
I will praise you for having been very be among those who descend to where the
good to me.
dead people are.
8

Every morning cause me to remember
that you faithfully love me

Psalm 143
1

because I trust in you.
I pray to you;

Yahweh, hear me while I pray to you!

show me the things that I should do.

Because you are righteous

9
Yahweh, I have gone to you for you to
and because you faithfully do what
protect me,
you have promised,

so rescue me from my enemies.

listen to what I am pleading for you
to do for me.
2

10

I am one who worships you;

do not judge me

do.
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I want your good Spirit to show me the
Touch the mountains so that smoke
right things to do.
may pour out from them!
11

6
Yahweh, restore me when I am close
Cause lightning to ﬂash with the result
to dying as you promised to do
that your enemies will run away!

because you are righteous!
12

Shoot your arrows at them and cause
them to run away in panic.

I am one who serves you;

7
It is as though my enemies are like a
so because you faithfully love me as you
ﬂood around me;
promised to do,
reach your hand down from heaven
kill my enemies

me.

and get rid of all those who oppress

and rescue me from them.
They are men from foreign countries
8

Psalm 144

who always tell lies.

Even when they swear to tell the truth,

1

I praise Yahweh, who is like a huge
rock on which I am safe!

they tell lies.
9

God, I will sing a new song to you,

and I will play my ten-stringed harp
He trains my hands so that I can use
while I sing to you.
them to ﬁght battles;
10
You enable kings to defeat their enehe trains my ﬁngers so that I can shoot
mies;
arrows in a war.

you rescue those who serve you as I
He is the one who protects me as he
did.
promised;
11
So I ask you to save me from being
he is like a fortress in which I am safe,
killed by the swords that those evil people
he protects me as shields protect sol- carry.
diers,
Rescue me from the power of those men
and he gives me refuge.
from foreign countries
He defeats other nations and then puts
who always tell lies.
them under my power.
Even when they swear to tell the truth,
3
Yahweh, we people are so insigniﬁthey tell lies.
cant! Why do you notice us?
2

12
I wish that our sons may all grow to
It is amazing to me that you pay attenfull
adulthood;
tion to humans.

I wish that our daughters may grow up
The time that we live is as short as a
to be as straight and tall
puff of wind;
4

as the pillars that stand in the corners
our time to live disappears as a shadow
of palaces.
does.
5

13
Yahweh, tear open the sky and come
I wish that our barns may be full of
down!
many different crops.
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I wish that the sheep in our ﬁelds may
and I will proclaim that you are very
give birth to tens of thousands of baby great.
lambs.
7
People will remember and proclaim
14
I wish that our cattle may give birth that you are very good to us,
to many calves
and they will sing joyfully that you

without having any miscarriages or always act justly.
8
deaths when they are born.
Yahweh, you act kindly and mercifully
I wish that there may not be any time toward us;
when the people in our streets cry out in
you do not quickly become angry;
distress
you faithfully love us very much as
because foreign armies are invading. you have promised to do.
9

15

If good things like that happen to a
nation,
the people will be very fortunate.

Yahweh, you are good to everyone,

and you act mercifully to everything
that you have made.

10
Yahweh, all the creatures that you
How fortunate are those who worship
made will thank you,
Yahweh as God!
and all your people will praise you.
11

They will tell others that you rule very
gloriously as our king

Psalm 145
1

My God and King, I will proclaim that
you are very great;
I will praise you now and forever.
2

and that you are very powerful.
12

They will do that so that everyone will
know about your powerful deeds
and that you rule over us gloriously.

Every day I will praise you;

13

Yes, I will praise you forever.
3

You will never stop being king;

Yahweh, you are great, and you ought tions.
to be praised very much;
14
are.

you will rule throughout all genera-

Yahweh, you help all those who are
we cannot fully realize how great you discouraged,

and you lift up all those who have lost
Parents will tell their children the hope.
15
things that you have done;
All of the creatures that you made ex4

they will tell their children about your pect that you will provide food for them,
mighty deeds.
and you give them food when they
5
I will think about how you are very need it.
16
glorious and majestic,
You give food to all living creatures
generously,
and I will meditate on all your wonderful deeds.

and you cause them to be satisﬁed.

6

17
People will speak about your powerful
Everything that Yahweh does, he does
and awesome deeds,
justly;
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all that he does, he does mercifully.
18

Yahweh comes near to all those who
call out to him,
to those who call to him sincerely.

These are the people who conﬁdently
expect Yahweh, their God, to help them.
6

He is the one who created the heavens
and the earth,

the oceans and all the creatures that
To all those who have an awesome are in them.
respect for him he gives what they need.
He always does what he has promised
He hears them when they cry out to to do.
him and saves them.
7
He decides matters fairly for those
20
Yahweh protects all those who love who are treated unfairly,
him,
and he provides food for those who
but he will get rid of all the wicked are hungry.
people.
He frees those who are in prison.
19

21

I will always praise Yahweh;

8

Yahweh enables those who are blind
I wish that all people everywhere may to see again.
praise him forever, for he does everything
He lifts up those who have fallen down.
perfectly.
He loves the righteous people.
9

Yahweh takes care of those from other
countries who live in our land,

Psalm 146
1

and he helps widows and orphans.

Praise Yahweh.

With my whole inner being I will praise
Yahweh.
2

I will praise Yahweh as long as I am
alive;
I will sing to praise my God all the rest
of my life.
3

ers;

You people, do not trust in your lead-

do not trust humans because they
cannot save.

But he stops wicked people from what
they are doing.
10

Yahweh will continue to be our king
forever;
you people of Israel, your God will
rule forever!
Praise Yahweh!

Psalm 147

4

When they die, their corpses decay
and become soil again.

1

Praise Yahweh!

It is good to sing praises to our God.

It is a delightful thing to do and the
After they die, they can no longer do right thing to do.
2
the things that they planned to do.
Jerusalem was destroyed, but Yahweh
is
enabling
us to build Jerusalem again.
5
But how fortunate are those whom

God helps, the God whom Jacob worHe is bringing back the people who
were taken to other lands.
shiped.
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14
He enables those who were very disHe causes your people to become
couraged to be encouraged again;
wealthy.

He gives you plenty of very good wheat
it is as though they have wounds and
to eat.
he bandages them.
15
He commands things to happen
He has determined how many stars
throughout
the earth;
there will be
4

his words quickly reach the place to
which he sends them.

and gives names to all of them.
5

Yahweh is great and very powerful,

16
He sends snow to cover the ground
and no one can measure how much
like a white wool blanket,
he understands.
and he scatters frost on the ground
6
Yahweh lifts up those who have been
as wind scatters ashes.
oppressed,
17
He sends hail down like pebbles;
and he throws the wicked down to
when that happens, it is very difthe ground.
ﬁcult to endure because the air becomes
7
Thank Yahweh while you are singing
very cold.
to him to praise him;
18
But he commands the wind to blow,
on the harps, play music to our God. and it blows.
8
He covers the sky with clouds,
Then the hail melts and the water

ﬂows into the streams.

and then he sends rain to the earth

and causes grass to grow on the hills.
9

He gives to animals the food that they
need;

19

He sends his message to the descendants of Jacob;

he tells to his Israelite people the
things that he has decreed and what he
he gives food to young crows when
has decided.
they cry out because they are hungry.
20
He has not done that for any other
10
He is not impressed with strong
nation;
horses
the other nations do not know his
or with men who can run fast.
laws.
11
Instead, what pleases him are those
Praise Yahweh!
who have an awesome respect for him,
those who conﬁdently expect him to
continue to love them as he promised to
do.
12

weh!

Psalm 148

You people of Jerusalem, praise Yah-

1

Praise him, you angels who are in the
heavens;

Praise your God!
13

He guards your city by keeping its
gates strong.
He blesses the people who live there.

Praise Yahweh!

praise him, you angels up in the sky!
2

All you angels who belong to him,
praise him!
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All you who are in the armies of Yahweh, praise him!
3

him!

Sun and moon, you also must praise else.

because he is greater than anyone

His power controls everything on the
earth and in the heavens.

You shining stars, you praise him!
4

I want them all to praise Yahweh

14

You highest heavens, praise him!

He caused us, his people, to be strong

so that we Israelite people who are
You waters that are high above the
very precious to him
sky, praise him!
5
should praise him,
I want all of these to praise Yahweh
So praise Yahweh!

because by commanding that they
exist, he created them.
6

He set them in place;

he commanded that they should be
there forever.

Psalm 149
1

They cannot disobey that command!
7

weh!

Everything on the earth, praise Yah-

Praise Yahweh!

Sing a new song to Yahweh;
praise him whenever his faithful people gather together!

2
You huge creatures and everything
You Israelite people, be glad because
else that is deep in the ocean,
of what God, who created you, has done
8
for you!
ﬁre and hail, snow and frost,
You people of Jerusalem, rejoice beand strong winds that obey what he
cause of what God, your king, has done for
commands,
you!
I tell all of you to praise Yahweh!
3
Praise Yahweh by dancing, by beating
9
Hills and mountains,
tambourines,
fruit trees and cedar trees,
and by playing harps to praise him!
10

all the wild animals and all tame animals,

4

Yahweh is pleased with his people;

he honors humble people by helping
reptiles and other things that creep them to defeat their enemies.
on the ground,
5
Because they have won battles, God’s
and all the birds, I tell all of you to people should rejoice
praise Yahweh!
and sing joyfully all during the night!
11
You kings on this earth and all the
6
They should shout loudly to praise
people that you rule,
God;
you princes and all other rulers,
but they should also hold sharp swords
12
you young men and young women, in their hands,
7
you old people and children, everyone,
ready to use them to defeat the soldiers
praise Yahweh!
of nations that do not worship God
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and to punish the people of those nations.
8

They will fasten their kings and other
leaders with iron chains.
9

They will judge and punish the people of those nations as God wrote should
be done.
Everyone else will honor God’s faithful
people for doing that!
Praise Yahweh!

Psalm 150
1

Praise Yahweh!

Praise God in his temple!
Praise him who is in his fortress in
heaven!
2

Praise him for the mighty deeds that
he has performed;
praise him because he is very great!
3

loudly;

Praise him by blowing trumpets

praise him by playing harps and small
stringed instruments!
4

Praise him by beating drums and by
dancing.
Praise him by playing stringed instruments and by playing ﬂutes!
5

Praise him by clashing cymbals;

praise him by clashing very loud cymbals!
6

I want all living creatures to praise
Yahweh!
Praise Yahweh!
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Chapter 1

8

My son, listen when your father
teaches you
and do not disobey the rules your
mother set down.
9

Their teaching is a wreath upon your
1
These are the sayings that compare one head,
example with another, to teach moral
and beautiful necklaces around your
lessons and to make people wise, from neck,
Solomon the king of Israel, who was son
they are priceless gifts from your
of David.
parents.
2
The purpose of these sayings is to teach
10
My son, as sinners try to draw you into
the meaning of wisdom
their sin with smooth talk and ﬂattery,
and give examples of moral instrucdo not listen to what they say and do
tion, so wise teaching can guide you.
not follow them.
3
11
These sayings offer correction so you
They may say, ”Come with us! Join
may live by wisdom,
us!
by the measures of what is right, what
We will hide in wait and we will take
is just, and what is fair.
the life of one who passes by.
4

They give wise teaching to those who
We will hide ourselves and we will
have no experience and to instruct those rise up and attack a person who has done
who do not know how to live a moral life, us no wrong—that will be our sport.
12
and to give the young the knowledge
Like the grave has power to take
they need and to teach them the under- even a healthy person and drag them to
standing they do not have—
the place of the dead, we will take their life
from them.
5
so the wise may listen to these sayings
We will make them like those who
and increase in their learning,
fall into the place where there is no hope
and those who already have insight
of escape.
will gain more ways to live according to
13
We will ﬁnd many valuable and exthe lessons of wisdom.
pensive items,
6
They seek to understand the lessons of
and we will ﬁll our houses with what
the proverbs and the meaning of the parawe
stole
from them!
bles.
14
So, come, be part of our team!
These are the words of the wise and

their diﬃcult riddles.

We will split into equal shares, and
7
You must begin your search for knowl- give to each member of our team, from all
edge by honoring Yahweh and respecting the things we stole.”
15
him,
My son, do not walk that road with
a fool who dishonors himself hates wis- them!
Do not put your foot down on the
dom and ﬁghts against the one who corsame path on which they walk!
rects him.
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They run to the places where they
do terrible things,
They hurry so they can commit mur-

der.
17

It is useless to put out a net to trap a

bird

while the bird is watching you.
18

These men make plans that turn
around and kill them.
They set a trap and the trap catches
them.
19

These are the ways of all who gain
their riches through theft and deceit;
the things they stole destroy the lives
of the thieves who cling to them.
20

Wisdom is like a woman who cries
out in the streets.
plazas.

but no one paid any attention.
25

You refused to listen to my advice

and you did not listen when I corrected
you.
26

I will laugh at you, when you are experiencing troubles,
when you are terribly afraid,
I will have contempt for you and not
compassion.
27

When troubles strike you like a powerful storm,
wind,

and disasters hit you like a violent

when you experience distress and
you go through diﬃculties,
I will have contempt for you.
28

Wisdom calls out to people in the

When people call to me to help them,
but I will not answer them.

They will be desperate for my help,
At the intersection of busy streets she
and
search
everywhere for me,
cries out
21

but they will not ﬁnd me.

and at the entrance of city gates.

29
They reject what I say and they hate
She cries, ”How long will you who
have not been taught, will you love being what I know,
enticed to do what will harm you?
and they made a choice not to show reHow long will you who think you spect to Yahweh.
know more than the wise, have so much
30
They would not obey what I told them
joy in the little you know?
to do,
22

learn?
23

How long will you fools refuse to

and they did not pay attention when I
tried to correct them.

If you pay attention to me when I
31
So they will experience the consecorrect you,
quences of their actions
I will tell you all I am thinking.
when they carry out their evil plans.

I will help you understand what I am
32
Those who have not been taught wissaying to you.
dom are foolish.
24
But when I called to you, you refused
Fools choose to make no decito listen.
sion about anything, but be sure of this:

I beckoned you and stretched out my Their failure to make a decision will dehands to you,
stroy their lives.
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But those who pay attention to me
and he will show you the best way to
will live in peace and safety,
live.
and they will rest and not be afraid
of any disaster that may come.”

Chapter 2
1

10

Wisdom will ﬁll your life;

knowing what Yahweh wants you to
know will cause you to be joyful.
11

You will learn to tell the difference
between right and wrong
and that will keep you safe.

My son, listen to what I say,

12

You will not do what Yahweh forbids
and consider my commands to be as
you
to
do,
valuable as a treasure.
2
and you will stay away from those who
Pay attention to wisdom
imagine horrible things and talk about
and try hard to understand what is
them.
wise.
13
They go the wrong way,
3
Call out to Yahweh to get insight,
and they walk where there is no light.
plead with him to help you understand
14
They are glad when they do what is
more of what he wants you to know.
wrong,
4
Search eagerly for wisdom, like you
they twist good things into bad and
would search for silver—
enjoy doing what they know is wrong.
like you would search for a treasure
15
They bend the truth and live by dethat someone has hidden.
ception
5
If you do that, you will understand how
and their lies hide what they have
to give Yahweh the respect he deserves,
done.
and you will succeed in knowing God.
16
Wisdom will keep you safe from the
6
Yahweh is the one who gives us wisadulterous woman,
dom.
and you will not pay attention when a
He is the one who tells us things that
strange woman invites you to be with her.
we need to know and understand.
17
Those women left the husbands they
7
He stores up good advice so he can
married when they were young,
give it to them who honor him by the way
they forgot the promise they made to
they live their lives.
God to love only the one they married.
He protects those who do with their
18
Those who enter her house are taken
lives what they say with their lips.
8
He guards justice and works to see it to their death,
because the way to her house takes
them
where
dead people are buried.
and he keeps safe those who are faith19
All who go to her to sleep with her
ful to him.
9
You will understand what Yahweh have no way to get out of her house,
is done,

they will be so lost they will never
sees is right and what Yahweh determines
ﬁnd the way back to life.
is just to do,
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6
You must live your life in the same
but in every choice and decision, look
way that good men are living.
to Yahweh,

and he will show you how you must
You should do the same things as those
live.
who do what is right.
7
Do not think you are wise enough to
Those who do what is right will redirect
your life,
ceive the land as a gift from Yahweh,
give Yahweh the reverence he deand only those who do what they
have promised will stay in the land for a serves,
long time.
and when evil invites you in, turn
22
aside
from
it.
Those who do bad things will have no
8
claim to this land,
Giving Yahweh reverence will make
and people who take advantage of oth- your body healthy
21

ers and do not keep their word, they will
and it will give your bones the food it
never have even a small part of the land. needs.
q
9
When you gain money, honor Yahweh
by giving him the tithe;

Chapter 3
1

My son, do not forget the lessons I have
taught you.

give him the ﬁrst portion of what you
received, to remember it all came from
him.
10

If you honor Yahweh, your storerooms will be so full that they will overKeep my commands inside of you, as ﬂow,
important guidance for how you will live,
and your barrels will be bursting with
2
because they will help you live a long all the wine you have made.
life, measured in either days or years,
11
My son, do not hate it when Yahweh
and they will bring you peace in addi- corrects you,
tion to all the lessons they teach you.
and when he rebukes you, do not
3
Treat others with tenderness and al- resent it,
ways speak the truth to them.
12
for Yahweh only corrects those he

Let tenderness and truth guide you loves,
in every relationship,
just like parents correct their children
whom
they love.
as if they both were on a necklace you
13
wear, a necklace that guides you in everyThose who get wisdom are fortunate;
thing you say.
with her they also get understanding.
4
Then you will experience God’s delight
14
Wisdom gives you a better proﬁt than
in you,
owning silver,
and people will also approve of you.
and she will give you something that
5
Put all your trust in Yahweh,
is much more valuable than gold.

15
Being wise is more precious than jewand do not take action because you
made up your mind what you should do; els
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and there is nothing you desire that
Do not let a disaster ﬁll you with teris worth as much as wisdom.
ror,

and do not let the wicked ﬁll you with
Wisdom can make you able to live a
fear when they come for you.
long life, if you do what she teaches;
16

26
Yahweh takes your side to defend you,
she is also ready to make you
wealthy and to persuade other people to
he will not allow any trap to catch and
honor you.
hold you.
17
27
Wisdom is known by how kind she is,
Give good gifts to those who deserve

and she always directs you to the place it,
where you will ﬁnd peace.

when you can, help them.

18

28
Wisdom is like a tree whose fruit gives
Do not say to your neighbor, ”Come
life to those who hold on to it,
back later;

and Yahweh gives happiness to those
who hold on to it.

perhaps I will help you tomorrow,”

when you have the money with you
By his wisdom Yahweh laid out the and can help them now.
earth from the very beginning,
29
Do not make plans to harm anyone
and by his understanding he put you know,
everything in the heavens exactly where
especially those who live close to you
they should be.
and trust you.
20
The deepest part of the oceans broke
30
If a person has done nothing to you,
open according to Yahweh’s design,
do not argue with him or say he has
and in the same way, he made the dew done something to you, when he has not.
so it would fall from the clouds above.
31
Do not envy a person who does vio21
My son, hold on to good sense in the lence to others,
decisions you make,
and do not imitate anything he does.
and do not take your eye off of them.
32
A lying person is hated by Yahweh for
22
They will bring life to you,
what he does,
and a sign of Yahweh’s blessings on
but Yahweh is a close friend to anyone
your life
who lives rightly.
33
that people can see by your good judgYahweh promises punishment to the
ment.
families of those who do evil things.
19

23

Your good decisions will take you
but he makes happy the families of
where you are going in safety,
the good.
34
and they will keep you from taking a
Yahweh makes fools of those who
wrong step on the way.
treat others with disrespect,
24

When you lie down to sleep, you will
but he gives his kindness to people
not have any fear,
who are humble.
35

and your sleep will be refreshing.

871

Those who are wise will be honored,

PROVERBS
9
but foolish people will become well
When you have attained wisdom, it
known for their dishonor.
will be like a beautiful wreath of honor on
your head;

she will give you a beautiful crown.”

Chapter 4

10

1

Listen, children, listen to what I am
teaching you.

Hear, my son, listen and understand
what I say to you—
do this, and you will live a long life.

11
I directed you in the way you should
If you pay attention, you will learn
walk and to use the wisdom you were
about what it means to understand.
taught;
2
The lessons I give to you are good teachI led you by the hand down the roads,
ing, given in order.
roads that are the right way for you to go.
So do not refuse to learn the lessons 12 When you live, you do not have anyone
I teach you.
to blame; if you live wisely,
3

when you use all your effort, you will
succeed .

When I was my father’s boy,

and the only child of my mother,

13
Remember the lessons that discipline
my father told me, ”Put my words deep
taught you,
within you,
and do not let them go.
obey my orders to you,
Guard them; for you live your life by
and you will have life.
them.
5
Hold on to what is wise and whatever
14
Do not do what wicked people do, nor
helps you understand,
be with them;
4

and do not forget the lessons I taught
you and do not throw away the insights I
spoke to you.

do not be with people who do evil things.
15

Stay far from those ways;

turn another way and go on another
Do not run away from the lessons
road.
which the wise teach you,
16
Evil people cannot rest until they
because if you become wise, wisdom
have done something that Yahweh said
will keep you safe.
they must not do.
Love wisdom and it will guard your life.
They will not rest until they force
7
The most important thing you can do someone to fall, someone who was doing
is to study the principles of wisdom
well until they came along.
6

17
and spend all you own so you can grow
They get their strength, and they are
more and more in your understanding.
fed by doing what is wrong;
8

Wisdom is to be loved more than anyand they are intoxicated by hurting oththing that is valuable, and she will raise ers; they get drunk on it.
you to a high position—
18
The path taken by those who do right
and wisdom will honor you when you grows brighter and brigher, like the rising
show how much you love it.
of the sun at dawn,
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and it shines brighter and brighter
until it is as full as the light of day.

Chapter 5

19

1
The actions of the wicked are like the
My son, learn the lessons I teach you
darkness—
about wisdom.

I understand much about this, so listen
they stumble because they cannot see
very carefully to what I tell you.
what makes them fall.
2
If you do that, you will learn the differMy son, pay attention to what I am
ence between what is important and what
saying to you.
is not,
Pay attention to these lessons I am
and you will not mix true knowledge
teaching you.
with mistakes when you speak.
21
Keep reading them over and over,
3
The woman who desires to commit adultery speaks with words that are
and keep them deep within you.
sweet,
22
For my words bring a message of
and her kisses are smoother than oil,
life to those who pay attention to them,
4
but in the end, she is so bitter you can
and their message brings health to the
taste it,
entire body.
and she cuts you like a sharp sword.
23
Protect your heart with all your
5
She walks down to the place of death;
strength and guard what you love;
20

if you follow her, she will lead you all
guard it, for it becomes a fountain
the way to the grave.
overﬂowing with life.
6
She does not want to take the path that
24
Make it your aim to keep away from
will let her live for a long time.
you any lying speech,
and put any deceptive talk far away.

She goes here and there, but where she
is going she does not know.

25

7
Look straight ahead because you are
So now, my sons, pay attention to what
focused on what is good and right,
I say,

and do not turn aside to the right or
and do not forget or disobey the instructo the left.
tion I am giving you.
8
Stay far away from the immoral
Take care about where you will go,
and take care to be sure that the way is woman;
safe;
do not go near the door of her house.
9
then you will know what to expect
If you go to her you will lose the respect
along the way.
of others,
26

27

Do not leave the straight road by turnand you give your life to someone
ing to the left or to the right,
who will not have mercy on you.
10
and do not follow the way that leads to
It may be that others will take all the
wealth that you have earned,
evil.
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and it goes into the houses of people
Yahweh sees everything we do; nothyou do not know.
ing is hidden from him.
11

And when you are about to die,

He sees every path we take; he knows
everywhere
we go.
you will groan because your ﬂesh and
22
your body are wasting away.
An evil person’s sinful desires take
hold
of
him;
12
Then you will say, ”I hated it when I

was punished for doing wrong;

his sins are like a trap that catches

I despised people when they told me him.
23
how to live.
An evil man will die because he could
not say, “No” to his desires;
13
I did not obey my teachers
he gets lost because his foolishness
and I paid no attention to those who
has no limits.
taught me.
14

I was almost destroyed by bad things
that happened to me;
and this was known to everyone who
came together to worship Yahweh.”

Chapter 6
1

My son, if you provide a guarantee for
Just as you drink water from your a neighbor who takes out a loan,
own cistern, be faithful to your own wife.
or if you give the promise that you
16
You would not waste your own water will pay for a loan of a person you do not
by pouring it into the street,
know,
15

2
or let your water run into the public
you laid a trap for yourself by making
places.
the promise,
17
Let both your water and your wife be
and you have been caught by agreefor you alone to enjoy,
ing to a contract for someone you did not

and not for others to share with you.
18

know.
3

May your fountain be blessed;

may you be happy with the woman you
married when you were young.

Do this, my son, and deliver yourself
from this diﬃculty:

humbly go to your neighbor and
beg him to cancel the agreement that you
19
She is as graceful as a loving deer and
made.
as graceful as a young doe.
4
Do not sleep,
Let her breasts always satisfy your
and do not rest until you go and talk
longings,
with him.
so you are forever enraptured with
5
Save yourself,
her love.
like a deer that escapes from the
My son, why should you be caught up
hunter;
in the arms of an adulteress?
20

Why should you caress the breasts of
or like a bird that ﬂies away from the
hand of one who hunts for birds.
another man’s wife?
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You lazy person, learn something from
the hands that shed the blood of the
watching the ants.
innocent, 18 a heart that plots and makes
plans to do evil things to others,
Become wise and watch what they do.
19
the witness who breathes out lies
7
The ant has no commander, oﬃcer, or when he gives testimony,
ruler telling him what to do,
and the one who causes strife be8
but during the summer it works hard, tween members of the same family.
20
gathering and storing food to eat durMy son, obey the command of your
ing the winter.
father,

and do not walk away from what your
But you lazy person, how long will you
mother taught you.
continue to sleep ?
9

When will you rise and go to work?
10

21

Keep these lessons and tie them close
inside as a part of yourself;

You sleep a for a little time, and then
tie them around your neck, to remind
you say, ”A little more sleep, a little more
you
how important they are to you.
resting in bed,
22
When you walk, those lessons will
a little more folding of the hands to
guide you.
take a nap.”
When you sleep, they will watch over
11
Suddenly poverty will take over your you and protect you.
life like a thief who steals everything from
When you wake up in the morning, they
you.
will teach you.
12
A worthless person — a person who
23
These commands are like a lamp for
does bad to others—he lives by the lies he
you, and what we teach you is like a light
speaks to others.
to guide you.
13
They tell tales by winking their
When people correct you, this is to coneyes and they give signals by moving their
tinually teach you the right way to live.
feet, and they make plans by pointing with
24
These lessons keep you from the imtheir ﬁngers.
moral
woman,
14
The one who does bad things lays out
they tell you about her enticing words
plans within himself;
and warn you to be on guard.
he stirs up constant conﬂict wherever
25
Do not throw your desires after such a
he goes.
woman, nor should you desire her beauty;
15
His own disaster will overtake him in
do not let her capture you by the way
a second;
she looks at you.
26
he will be crushed to the point that
Sleeping with a prostitute may cost
he cannot be healed.
you only the price of a loaf of bread,
16

There are six, even seven, things that
but if you sleep with another man’s
Yahweh hates.
wife, it may cost you your life.
17

27
Yahweh hates the eyes of the
Can you carry hot coals in your pockproud, the tongue that tells lies,
ets and not be burned?
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3
Can you walk on burning coals and
Write down my commands and tie
not scorch your feet?
them to your ﬁngers to remind youreself
of them;
29
So is anyone who sleeps with another
let it be as if you had written them in
man’s wife—he will suffer for doing that.
your inner self.
It is certain he will be severely pun4
Think of wisdom as if it were a woman,
ished.
one of your own sisters, whom you love;
30
We do not despise a thief if he steals
think of understanding as if it were a
some food because he is very hungry.
person, one of your own family, to whom
31
But if he steals something and then is you are loyal.
caught by others,
5
If you do this, you will be able to stay
he will have to pay back seven times as away from women whom you must not be
much as he stole,
with,
even if he must sell everything that is
random women who say nice things
in his house to get enough money to repay to you so that you will sin with them.
what he stole.
6
Standing in my house, I looked out of
32
But a man who commits adultery is a window,
has no good judgment
through the wooden shade,
because he is destroying his own self.
7
and I saw some young men who had
33
Wounds and shame will come to him; not yet learned how to live wisely.

he will never forget how others disI especially saw a young man there
graced him for his deed.
who had no good judgment.
34

8
Because that woman’s husband will
He walked down the street near the
be jealous, he will become furious,
house on the corner of the road,

and when he gets revenge, he will not
and he walked toward the house of
act mercifully toward that man.
the adultress.
35

9
And he will not accept any bribe to
It was the time of day when night and
stop him.
darkness were coming near.
10

That was where the woman who was
seeking an affair met the young man, and
she greeted him.

Chapter 7
1

She was dressed as prostitutes dress,
with seductive and enticing clothes, and
she had secret plans.

My son, obey the words I say to you;
remember all my orders.

2

live.

If you obey my commands, you will

11

She was loud and wayward, attracting
attention.

She did not stay in her own home.
Consider my commands to be the
12
She searched for a man as she walked
most precious thing you possess, and obey
along the streets one day; on another day
them.
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22
she stood in the market place to ﬁnd a
He suddenly decided to follow her
man.
inside.

He followed her like an ox going to the
At any street corner she waited
for someone who would commit sin with place where its owner will slaughter it,
her.
or like a deer
13
When she saw the young man,
23
caught in a trap, where the hunter
she ﬁrmly took hold of him, and then she kills it by shooting an arrow into its inner
kissed him.
parts.
Without any shame and with great
boldness, she said,

He was like a bird that ﬂies into a trap
without knowing that it will die there.

14

”Today I have meat in my house, because I made a sacriﬁce in the temple to
promise friendship with Yahweh.

24

My sons, listen to me,

and pay careful attention to what I
say
to
you.
In this way I kept my vows to Yahweh,
25
You must resist her from within
15
and now I have come out here to meet
you, from deep inside. Do not decide to
you.
do what you want and follow her.
I was looking for you, and now I have
You must decide that you will never
found you!
follow her where she goes.
16
I have put on my bed sheets—the
26
She has caused many men to be ruﬁnest colored linen fabrics from Egypt.
ined;
17
I have sprinkled perfumes on my
truly, no one can count the men she
bed—
destroyed—they are too many to count.
myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.
27
The road to her house is the road to
18
Come! Let us make love all night, until the grave;
the morning comes.
it goes down to the place where the
Let us enjoy ourselves with many ways dead are kept.
of making love, as much as we want.
19

My husband is not at home;
he has gone away on a long journey.

Chapter 8

20

1
He ﬁlled a bag with money and took
Listen to Wisdom calling; her voice
it with him;
sounds like that of a woman who shouting
he will not come back until the middle in the public square.

of the month.”

Understanding raises her voice; she
21
So she she convinced the young man sounds like a woman who calls out to be
heard.
with her persuasive words;
2
On the top of the hills and where the
because of her smooth and convincroads come together,
ing talk, he gave in to what she wanted to
do.
there Wisdom stands.
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Wisdom also stands at the gates at the
I am Wisdom, and I hate it when peoentrance to the city, and she calls out with ple are proud, when they think they are
a loud voice. Wisdom says:
more important than others.
4

”I am calling out to everyone;
I am shouting to all people!

I hate it when people act in evil ways,
and when they tell lies.

14
I give good advice and I have the best
You people who have no training, you
wisdom;
must be taught how to live;
I have true understanding about
you must learn so that you can underthe nature of things, and I have great
stand completely.
strength.
6
Listen to me, because I will explain to
15
When kings are wise, they rule well;
you some excellent things.
and when rulers are wise, they make
I can teach you about what is right—
laws that are just.
7
for I speak what is true;
16
By me princes rule, noblemen, and
5

I detest evil things so much, I hate to all who govern with justice.
even speak about them.
17
I am Wisdom, and I love all who love
8

Everything that I say is right;

me;

those who work hard to ﬁnd me will
I do not say anything that changes
ﬁnd
me.
the meaning of what is good or that leads
18
people away from it.
These people will have lasting riches,
9
and
they
will live right,
My words give good advice to the one
who understands the meaning of what I
because I have riches and honor with
say;
me.
19
those who have learned to tell good
What I can give people is more valufrom evil will easily know that my words able than ﬁne gold and the best silver.
are right.
20
I always do what is right and just.
10
Choose what I teach you,
21
I give wealth to those who love me,
instead of trying to get much silver;
and I ﬁll up their treasuries.
and choose the knowledge I will show
22
Yahweh created me, Wisdom; he
you, for it is more valuable than gold.
made me when he began to create the
11
For I, Wisdom, am more precious world;
than jewels;
I was the ﬁrst thing he created in the
nothing is as valuable for you as I am. beginning.
12

23
I, Wisdom, live with Common Sense;
He made me long ago—at the very
we are like two people living in the same ﬁrst, at the beginning of the earth.
house.
24
I was born before the oceans were
I know many things, and I act carefully. created,
13

when there were no springs from
Everyone who honors Yahweh hates
what is evil.
which water ﬂowed.
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25

I was born before the hills and mounthose who wait for me outside my
tains were set in place.
house every day.
35

26

I am Wisdom and I was born before
Yahweh made the earth,

Those who ﬁnd me will ﬁnd life,

and Yahweh will be pleased with them.

36
before he made the tiny particles of
But those who do not ﬁnd me, they
dust in the earth, I was there.
hurt themselves.
27
I was there when Yahweh put the
All those who hate me love death.”
heavens where they are,

on the day when he marked on the
ocean’s surface how far a person at sea
can see in every direction.

Chapter 9

1
Wisdom builds her own house, just
I was there when Yahweh put the
like a woman who has built her home;
clouds above the earth,
she made seven pillars to support the
and when he made the springs at
roof
of her house.
the bottom of the sea to give water to the
28

oceans.

2

She prepared a meal and set her table;

29

she prepared the animals and cooked
I was there when he ﬁxed a boundary
them to serve for the dinner,
for the seas,
and she made the wine ready for her
so that the water in the seas would
guests.
not go past those boundaries,
3

Like a woman who sends out her maids
and when he marked out the limits of
to give the invitations to her guests, Wisthe dry land.
dom calls out from the highest place in the
30
I was at Yahweh’s side as his master
city for all to hear, and she says:
craftsman;
4
“If you are still immature, come here,”
I made him happy every day, and I aland she gives the invitation to those
ways rejoiced when I was with him.
who have no good judgment.
31
I was delighted with the whole world
5
“Come and eat the food that I have
he created;
prepared,” she says,
I was happy with the people he
”and drink the good wine that I have
brought into existence, too.
mixed.
32
So, you who are my children, listen
6
Leave your untrained ways behind
to me.
you, and live,
How fortunate are those who live as
and I will show you how to walk on the
I live.
road that will give you understanding.
33
Listen to what I teach you and you
7
If you rebuke someone who says inwill become wise.
sulting things about other people, he will
Do not reject what I have taught you. insult you, too.
34

How fortunate are those who listen
If you offer correction to an evil person,
to me,
he will hurt you.
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A person who insults others will hate
that those who accepted her invitayou if you tell him to stop.
tion and went into her house are now in
But if you rebuke a wise person, he the world of the dead.

will become your friend.

If you give instruction to a wise person,
he will become even more wise.

Chapter 10

And if you teach a person who does
what is right, he will learn even more.

1

9

These are the proverbs of Solomon:

A child who lives according to wisdom
The ﬁrst step in getting wisdom is to
makes his father happy;
give Yahweh the respect he deserves,
but if a child does foolish things, he
and knowing Yahweh, the Holy One,
is the where understanding comes from. causes his mother to be very sad.
10

2

Riches that you got by being dishonest
If you become wise, your days will be
will not have any value;
ﬁlled full,
but when you do what is right, you
and you will add years to your life.
will be protected from death.
12
If you become wise, you will gain
3
Yahweh does not allow people who do
many beneﬁts from it;
right to starve,
if you ridicule other people, you will
but he will makes it impossible for
suffer by yourself.”
wicked
people to get what they want.
13
A foolish woman talks loudly;
4
A lazy person who will not work beshe is untaught in the subjects of wiscomes poor;
dom and she knows very little.
those who work hard become rich.
14
She sits at the door of her house
5
He is wise who harvests the crops
or on the highest place in the town,
when they are ready to be gathered;
15
and she calls out to the men who are
but it would be shameful for him
passing by,
to sleep while others are harvesting the
to those walking down the road, con- crop.
cerned only about where they are going.
6
Those who do right will receive many
16
“Any of you who have no experience, good gifts from God;
come here,”
but those who do wicked things cover
she says to those who have no good their violence so they cannot be seen.
judgment.
7
When we remember those who do
17
”If you sleep with me, it will as sweet
what is right, we get a blessing from Yahas drinking water that you have stolen,
weh;
or eating delicious food all by yourbut we cannot remember the names
self.”
of the wicked.
18
Any man who accepts her invitation
8
Wise people follow good instructions,
does not know that the dead are in her
but a fool who talks too much will fail.
home,
11
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9

An honest person lives his life and has
and those who repeat slander are
nothing to hide;
foolish.
19
When people talk a lot, sin is sure to
but one who is dishonest—his lies will
follow;
be discovered.

if you are wise, you will always be
The one who winks his eye signals
others to help him do something that is careful about what you say.
wrong,
20
The one who does right
and a fool will be ruined because he
is like pure silver;
talks too much.
there is little value in the heart of the
11
A person who does right is like a one who does wicked things.
spring that gives life-saving water;
21
What those who do right say beneﬁts
but the wicked person hides his bru- many,
tality by his words.
but foolish people die because they
12
Hatred has the power to start many lack good sense.
arguments;
22
Yahweh gives good gifts that make
but love covers anything that may hurt some people wealthy,
us.
and he does not make them suffer for
13
Those who have good sense say what it.
is wise,
23
Foolish people play games when they
but people who do not have good do what is wrong,
judgment must be punished.
but people with understanding enjoy
14
Wise people continue to learn all that wisdom.
they can,
24
What the wicked fear will happen to
but when foolish people speak, they them;
will soon experience destruction.
those who do what is right will get what
15
The wealth that rich people have they hoped for.
protects them like a city is protected by a
25
Wicked people are like the storm that
strong wall around it ,
comes and then it is gone.
but because people are poor, they
but those who do right are like a founhave no one to help them.
dation that lasts forever.
16
If you do what is right, your reward
26
Like vinegar in our mouths or smoke
will lead you to life,
in our eyes,
but all that sinful people gain is the
that is what the lazy man is like to the
ability to sin even more.
one who hired him. 27 If you give Yahweh
10

17

Life can be found by the one who is the respect he deserves, you will live for a
trained by discipline;
long time;

but the one who will not listen to
but wicked people die before they
correction wanders away.
become old.
18

28
Those who hide their hatred of others,
Those who do right have hope in their
must lie to cover it up.
joy,
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but the wicked can expect their lives
but if you do what is right, you will be
to be short.
kept safe from many dangers, even death.
5
When people are honest and good,
Following Yahweh brings protection
they know where they should go and what
to those who keep their promises;
they should do;
but those who do not follow him ﬁnd
but those who do evil ﬁnd that their
out he destroys those who do what is evil.
wickedness will destroy them.
30
Those who do right will never be de6
God rescues those who do what is right,
feated,
but those who do what is evil become
but wicked people will not have a
slaves to their desires.
home.
29

7
When a wicked person dies, all he
Wisdom is like a fruit that those who
hoped for in the future is lost;
do right bear,
what he wanted to accomplish with
but Yahweh will cut out the deceitful
his strength, will never happen.
tongue.
8
The one who does what is right, Yah32
Those who do right know the words weh delivers from trouble;
Yahweh permits them to speak,
and Yahweh gives that trouble to the
but wicked people say what Yahweh wicked.
has forbidden.
9
A person who has no kind of religious
faith uses his words to destroy his neighbor;
31

Chapter 11
1

When people use scales that are not
correct;
Yahweh is angry that they are stealing
from their customers;
he is delighted with those who use
correct weights on the scales.

but people who do right will be saved
by the knowledge they have gathered.
10

When things go well for those who do
what is right, those in their city are happy,
and shouts of joy are heard when
wicked people die.
11

When there are people in the city who
please God and they give good gifts to oth2
People who are proud live in such a ers, the city becomes great;
way that always ends in disgrace;
but the words spoken by the wicked
people who are humble are the only tear down the city.
12
ones who can learn about wisdom.
The one who treats his friend with
3
People who keep their promises also contempt has no good judgment;
make choices that lead them in the right
a person who has learned what is
way;
important says nothing.
13
those who cannot be trusted are deThose who spread gossip tell secrets
stroyed by their own dishonesty.
to others,
4

Your money will not help you on the
but a person you can trust will not
day Yahweh judges the world;
talk about it.
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24
A nation will be destroyed if it does
If a person sows seed, he can expect
not have leaders who guide it wisely;
to harvest a crop;

but the nation will have victory when
it listens to many advisors.

his few seeds will give him much more;

another person does not plant a crop,
If you promise to pay off a loan that
and
he becomes poor.
is taken by a stranger, you will lose your
money.
25
Those who give generously to others
You will be safe if you refuse to will prosper;
make any kind of agreement to pay someif you share your water with other
one else’s debts.
people, you will have enough for yourself,
16
A kindhearted woman earns respect; too.
but violent people take hold of riches.
26
People will curse the merchant who
17
By their kindness to others kind peo- will not sell them grain,
ple give good gifts to themselves,
but they praise the one who sells it.
but one who is cruel hurts himself by
27
his cruelty.
If you work hard and go out to ﬁnd
what
is
good, you will also ﬁnd good will.
18
Wicked people tell lies to make more
15

money,

but those who do what is right will be it.
paid even more because they earned it.
19

Those who do what is right will live,
but those who do what is wrong will

die.

20

but if you look for evil, you will ﬁnd
28

Those who trust in their money will
fall down,
but those who do what is right will
grow like a healthy tree.

Yahweh hates those who take good
29
Those who bring troubles to their famthings and they twist them and they do
ilies
will inherit nothing,
bad things with them,
but he is delighted with those who
and those who do foolish things will bealways do what is right.
come the servants of those who are wise.
21
It is certain that evil people will not
30
Those who do what is right will be
escape their punishment.
like a life giving tree,
and the children of those who do right
but acts of violence take away life.
will be kept safe.
22

If you see a gold ring in a pig’s nose,

31

It is sure that those who do what is
that is very much like a beautiful right will get what they truly deserve;
woman who does not have good sense.
but even more, the person who does
23

Those who do what is right desire bad things
things that result in good,
and the one who sins against Yahweh,
but the reward of the wicked is that
they will experience Yahweh’s wrath.
will surely receive what they deserve.
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Chapter 12

than to tell others how important you
are, but you have nothing to eat.

10
People who do what is right care
The one who wants to learn will welabout
the
feeding and health of their ancome correction.
imals,
But the one who does not want to be
but even when the wicked try to do
corrected will remain stupid.
something for their animals, it becomes
2
Yahweh approves of those who are an act of cruelty.
good,
11
The farmer who works hard in the
but he condemns those who make evil ﬁelds will have enough food to eat,
plans.
but those who have no good judgment
3
Wickedness is a bad foundation for a take on projects that bring them nothing.
person’s life.
12
Wicked people desire the things that
People who do well are as stable as a evil people have—things they stole from
tree with deep roots.
others.
4
A good wife brings praise to her husBut people who do what is right have
band,
what they have earned; it is their reward.
but a wife who brings shame home is
13
An evil person is trapped by the
like a disease that destroys his bones.
wicked things he says,
5
People who do the right thing make
but those who do right stay away from
plans that are fair and just.
much trouble.
But advice given by wicked people
14
The good words spoken by a person
are ﬁlled with lies.
ﬁll his life with good things,
6
What wicked people say is like setting
just as his hard work brings him a
up a secret attack while planning to comreward.
mit murder;
15
Foolish people think that what they
but when those who please Yahweh
are doing is always right;
speak, their words keep them out of danbut wise people are willing to listen
ger.
to
advice.
7
Wicked people are put out of power,
16
A foolish person quickly shows how
and they are gone,
angry he is;
but those who do what is right
but those who have good sense ignore
will have many generations and that famit when someone insults them.
ily will continue for a long time.
1

17
Speaking the truth is the same as sayA person will be praised according to
ing what is right,
how much widsom he has;
8

but one who takes good things and
twists them into bad will be hated.

but a dishonest person tell lies.
18

When a person speaks without thinkIt is better to be a humble person, just ing, it is like they are taking stabs at you
living your life as a servant to others,
with a sword;
9

884

PROVERBS
but what wise people say helps to heal
the hurts.

Chapter 13

19

1
Speaking the truth will never be out
A wise child pays attention to the teachof favor,
ing his father gives him;

but a lie is over in a moment.
20

When evil is planned there must be
lies within those who carry it out;
but those who give advice that leads
to peace, those advisors will celebrate.
21

Bad things do not happen to those
who do what is right,
but wicked people’s lives are ﬁlled up
with troubles.
22

Yahweh detests those who tell lies,

but a stubborn child refuses to listen
to correction.
2

Good things come as the fruit of what
one says,
but the desire of the deceitful is to
consume more and more violence.
3

The person who is very careful about
what he says preserves his life;
the one who talks too much ruins
everything.
4

People who are lazy are hungry for
but he is delighted with those who everything, but they will not get anything.
live faithfully.
People who work hard will get more
23
Those with good sense do not reveal than they desired.
all that they know,
5
Anyone who does right hates it when
but foolish people shout out their other tell lies,
foolish thinking.
but a wicked person brings disgrace
24
Those who are known for their hard on himself.
work will gain authority over others,
6
Anyone who does right always acts in
but those who are lazy will be forced ways that are respected,
to work, even though they hate it.
but the one who does what Yahweh
When a person is anxious, it is like he has forbidden ruins his own wicked life.
is carrying a heavy load,
7
Some people have many possessions,
but
they
have nothing of value;
but a good word makes him feel better.
26
but other people give all they have
The one who does right will be a good
away,
and yet have the best kind of riches.
guide for his friend,
25

8

A rich person may have to use his
wealth to buy back his life from a criminal
27
Lazy people do not even cook the an- who holds him as a hostage,
imal they caught,
but a poor person does not listen even
but those who work hard will acquire when he is threatened.
wealth that is worth keeping.
9
The one who does what is right shines
28
Those who walk in the right way ﬁnd like a light that gives joy,
life
but wicked people are like a lamp that
and on that road there is no death.
will be extinguished.
but wicked people always get lost.
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18
Pride works within a person and it
The one who does not learn from the
results in conﬂict and arguments,
lessons of discipline will be poor, and he
will know shame,
but those who listen to good advice
ﬁnd the wisdom they need.
but the one who takes the lessons of
discipline and learns from them,
11
People who think too much of themselves will spend all their money;
honor will ﬁnd him.

the one who makes his money by
working with his hands will ﬁnd ways to
make his money grow.
12

19

When a longing comes true,

it is sweet delight to the one with desires;

When hope for the future is postand those who are foolish continue
poned, it makes you sick—you feel you
to turn toward evil again and again.
will never receive what you long for,
20
If you spend time with wise people,
but if you receive what you desire,
by their lives they will show you how
that will be like a tree that gives life.
you can be wise, as well.
13
Those who despise good ad21
Sinners run away and disasters chase
vice bring the punishment for disobeying
after them,
upon themselves;
but those who do what is right ﬁnd
the one who pays attention to the
the good is their reward.
instruction will receive honor.
22
A good person sets apart money to
The lesson taught by the wise is like
a fountain that gives life to all who drink give his grandchildren when he dies,
from it,
but a sinful person will store up his
and they inform you about all the wealth, not knowing that it will be given
to the one who does right.
deadly dangers around you.
14

23
A ﬁeld owned by a poor person can
Having a mind that understands right
produce much food,
and wrong brings you respect,
15

but the poor are victims of injustice
but the one who twists good gifts for
bad purposes—he never reaches his desti- more than the rich,
nation.
and the crop is not planted.
16
Those who have good sense always
24
A parent who does not train his child
take action from what they know is true;
in how he should live does not show him
a foolish person proves his decisions any love,
are folly, and everyone sees it.
but the one who is careful to train
17
A wicked messenger will not deliver the child in how he should live shows his
great love.
the message,
gether

but bitter enemies are brought to-

25

Those who do what is right eat enough
food to satisfy their hunger,

when the messages are delivered by
but the wicked complain that they are
always hungry.
a dependable messenger.
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Chapter 14

but those who please Yahweh are glad
to share his favor.

10
A person keeps close inside all his
A wise woman holds her family tobitterness and disappointment;
gether,
and no stranger will ever know all
but a foolish woman tears it apart by
the joy it contains.
the foolish things she does.
1

11
The family of the wicked will be deThe one who honors Yahweh in the
stroyed,
way he lives, gives to Yahweh the respect
he deserves;
but a little tent where the upright live
the dishonest person shows his disre- will grow, like a tree grows into something
grand.
spect, and he despises Yahweh.
2

12
A person sees a way, and it appears
Pride grows out of the mouth of the
to
be
the
right way for him to go,
fool, like an offshoot from a tree;
3

but he does not know that it only leads
but what wise people say preserves
to death.
their lives.
13
A person can be in great pain and still
Where there are no cattle feeding in
be able to laugh;
the barn, the feeding trough is clean;
4

but if a farmer only has one ox, still
he can grow a very great crop.

a time of great joy may end in grief.
14

The faithless man will receive from
You can tell if a witness is reliable, if Yahweh what he deserves;
he tells the truth,
but Yahweh will give a good person
but when a witness breaths out lie what is his.
after lie, he is a false witness and cannot
15
Those who have had no instruction
be depended on.
believe everything they are told,
6
One who thinks he is better than othbut the man who has learned some
ers, he may seek wisdom, but he will not
knowledge thinks about what he will do.
ﬁnd it,
16
A wise person sees evil and is afraid
but the one who has grown in knowlof it, and he turns away from it;
edge can easily learn much more.
the foolish person boldly throws aside
7
Do not stay close to a foolish person:
every warning.
Walk away from him.
17
Those who get angry quickly do foolThere is no knowledge to be learned
ish things;
from him.
people hate those who make evil plans.
8
The one who has learned much knowl18
Those who have not been instructed
edge applies it to his own life; that is wishave
foolishness handed to them;
dom.
5

those who have learned a little knowl9
Fools watch the guilt offering being sac- edge are surrounded by it.
19
Evil people will bow down before
riﬁced in the temple, and they make fun of
those who are good,
it,
The foundation of all folly is the lie.
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and the wicked people will bow down
the quick-tempered praise foolishat the gates of those who do right.
ness.
30
Being at peace is good for the whole
The poor are hated even by their own
body,
companions,
20

but having evil within, rots the bones.

but the rich have many friends.

31
The one who oppresses a poor person
It is sinful to have contempt for your
curses
Yahweh who made him,
neighbors;
21

but those who show favor to a poor
but how fortunate are those who do
person honor Yahweh.
kind things for the poor.
32
The wicked person is brought down
Those who plot with evil plans, do
by his evil actions,
they not go astray?
22

but those who do what is right have
But those who make plans for the
a safe home, even in death.
good will receive love and faithfulness.
33
Wisdom ﬁnds a place to rest in someIf you work hard, you will make some
one who has discernment,
money,
23

but wisdom lets herself be known
but where there is only talk, it leads
even
among
fools.
to poverty.
34
When a people do what is right, the
The reward of the wise is the wealth
nation does well,
they have,
24

but sin brings disgrace upon any peobut the folly of fools only brings them
ple.
more foolishness.
35
25
A king is pleased with a servant who
A witness who tells the truth, saves
does his work with good judgment,
the lives of the innocent;
a lying witness is ﬁlled with deceit.
26

Those give Yahweh the honor he deserves
have much conﬁdence in him;
giving honor to Yahweh will also protect your children.

but the king is angry with any servant
who brings shame to him.

Chapter 15
1

A gentle answer turns away anger,

27

Giving Yahweh the honor he deserves
but a harsh reply stirs up anger even
is like having a fountain that gives life;
more.
2
so you can keep away from being
When wise people speak, they give
trapped by death.
praise to the value of knowledge;
28

A king measures his glory by the numfoolish people continually say foolish
ber of the people in his kingdom,
things.
3
but if the prince has no people, he is
Yahweh sees everything that is hapbrought to ruin.
pening;
29

Those who do not quickly become
he keeps account of the evil and of
angry have much understanding;
the good.
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4

A person who can give healing with
but sadness is so strong it crushes the
what they say is like a tree that gives life; person.
14
when someone lies to you, it can feel
The longing of the one who is wise is
like they have crushed you.
to gain more knowledge,
5

A fool has contempt for his father
but foolish people only say foolish
when he disciplines him,
things.
15
but the one who learns from correcEvery day for one who is oppressed
tion has insight.
is misery for him,
6

In the families of those who do right
but those who have a happy heart, for
there are great treasures,
them life is a never-ending party.
16
but the wealth that the wicked have
It is much better to have only a litgives them great troubles.
tle and to give Yahweh the honor he de7
The wise scatter knowledge about like serves,

the farmer scatters his seed,

than to have great wealth along with
but the hearts of fools are not so gen- much confusion.
17
erous.
It is better to have a simple meal with
8
Yahweh hates it when the wicked offer vegetables when there is love in the home,
their sacriﬁces,

than to enjoy a delicious meal served
but when those who please him pray, by people who hate you.
18
he is delighted.
When a person is angry, he stirs up
9
Yahweh hates the way the wicked live, more arguments,
but one who does not quickly become
but he loves the one who runs after
angry, he is able to stop an argument and
what is right.
make peace.
10
Yahweh will discipline those who lose
19
The life of a lazy person is like
their way,
someone trying to walk through a hedge
and those who hate correction will
of thorns,
die.
but those who do what pleases Yah11
The places of death and destruction
weh are like those who are walking on a
are known to Yahweh;
level highway.
how much more does Yahweh know
20
A wise child brings happiness to his
everything within the minds of the people
father,
he has made?
but it is a foolish person who despises
12
The one who thinks he is better than
his mother.
anyone, he resents being corrected by any21
Foolish people enjoy their folly;
one;
he thinks he is so smart, he will never
life.
talk with one who is wise.
13

those who have insight live a good

22
When people are happy, they have
When there is no one giving advice,
smiles on their faces,
plans go wrong,
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32
but with many advisors, they will
The one who refuses to follow discisucceed.
pline, despises himself;

the one who receives correction gains
People rejoice when they give a good
understanding as well.
answer,
23

33
The honor that Yahweh deserves will
and how nice is the right word spoken
be the lesson that will teach you wisdom,
at the right moment.

and then humility comes before
The path leading to life goes up, away
honor.
from death;
24

he follows that way and turns from
the place of the dead.
25

Yahweh destroys the generations of
proud people,

Chapter 16
1

People make plans out of their longbut he protects the little owned by a ings deep within them,
widow.
but it is Yahweh who tells him what
26
Yahweh hates what wicked people will happen.
are thinking about,
2
A person sees nothing wrong with
but when people say what is kind, what he does,
they are pure.
but Yahweh measures every part of
27
The thief brings many troubles to his what a person does according to his purfamily,
poses.
3
but the one who refuses to accept
When you work, give all your ideas
bribes will live.
and your labor to Yahweh,
28

The people who do right think carefully before they answer;

and your plans will be successful.
4

When Yahweh made everything, he
it is like the wicked pour out of their made them so they would all accomplish
mouths all kinds of evil when they talk.
something for him.
29

ple,

Yahweh is far away from wicked peo-

He has even made the wicked for the
day when there is great trouble.

5
but he listens to the prayers of those
Yahweh hates those whose pride
who do what is right.
comes from deep within them.
30

When people smile, it makes them
But you can be sure of this: They will
happy,
still be punished for their pride.
6
and good news brings healing to the
Love and faithfulness will cover over
body.
sin and forgive sin.
31

If you pay attention when someone
When people give Yahweh the respect
corrects you,
he deserves,
wise.

you will stay among those who are

they will be able to turn away from
doing what is evil.
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7

17
When a person pleases Yahweh by the
The one who lives in the way that is
way he lives his life,
right will turn away from doing evil;

whoever is careful about how he lives
he even causes that person’s enemies
his life
to get along with him.
will preserve his life.

8

It is better to have a little money and
to follow what is right,

18

Pride happens to someone ﬁrst, and
then
he
perishes.
than to have a large amount of money
and to live by spreading injustice.
If someone thinks he is better than
9
From deep within a person come the others,

plans he makes,

he will have a terrible fall.

19
It is better to be humble and live
but Yahweh leads the person in each
among
the poor
step he takes.

than to receive a portion of what
A king can speak with inspired judgproud people took by force.
ment;
20
Those who think about what they
and when he makes a ruling, it is good
have
been
taught
and true.
10

11

ﬁnd many good things in the lesson;

Honest scales come from Yahweh;

how fortunate are those who put their
it is he who decided how much each
trust in Yahweh.
unit should weigh.
21
One who has wisdom deep inside him
12
We should hate it when kings do
is given the title, “discerning,”
wicked things,
and those who speak in a way that
for the throne is set on a ﬁrm founda- can be understood
tion when the king does what is right.
and can motivate their hearers, teach
13
A king is happy when he hears some- well.
one speaking what is right;
22
When you understand, it is as if you
and he loves the one who is direct have found a fountain of life within you;
when he talks.
but fools ﬁnd their punishment when
14
If a king becomes angry, his wrath is their foolishness comes back to them.
a danger that can kill;
23
From deep within him, the wise
so wise people will try to calm him so person speaks from the insight he has
learned;
that he is not too angry.
15

In a king’s smile there is life;

when he is happy, he is like the cloud
that brings the spring rain.
16

gold;

and so when he speaks he has the
power to pursuade others.

Becoming wise is better than having

24

Kind words are like a honeycomb;
they are sweet for us to take in,
and they give healing to our bodies.

25
getting good understanding is better
A person lives out his life and he
thinks he is doing what is right,
than having silver.
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but when he comes to the end of his
life, all he ﬁnds is death.

Chapter 17

1
It is better to eat a dry piece of bread
A worker’s appetite drives him to
and not have strife
work harder,
26

his hunger urges him to keep work-

ing.

than to live in a house where quarreling is as regular as feasting.

2
A slave who acts wisely will rule over
A worthless man digs and digs until
the son of his master
he ﬁnds something
if that son does shameful things.
he can use to embarrass someone and
That slave will receive a share of the
cause them trouble;
inheritance and will be treated like one of
and what he says about them is like a his master’s sons.
ﬁre that burns the ﬁeld.
3
Silver is put into the crucible to be re28
ﬁned,
and gold is put into the furnace to
A person who has no morals stirs up
be made pure,
conﬂict between people;
but it is Yahweh who makes people
and those who spread rumors pull
pure.
friends apart.
4
Those who do what is evil pay attention
29
A violent person tells lies to his friend, to the person who talks in wicked ways,
27

and he leads him down a path that
and those who tell lies listen to those
will never ﬁnd what is good.
who speak in order to make trouble.
5
The one who makes fun of those who
The one who winks the eye is signaling to others it is time to begin their terri- are poor insults Yahweh who made him;
ble plot;
Yahweh will punish those who are
30

those who press their lips together, happy when someone else has troubles.
6
they do evil things.
Grandchildren bring honor and respect
to
the aged,
31
Gray hair is like a glorious crown;
and parents bring honor to their chilit is given to those who live their lives dren.
7

by doing what is right.
32

The one who is slow to get angry is
stronger than a warrior;
the one who is self-controlled is mightier than one who conquers a city by force.

A fool is not able to give an eloquent
speech;
even more is it wrong to lie to someone
with a royal title.
8

A bribe works like magic for the one
who is giving the bribe;

33

The stones making up the “lot” are
everything he tries to do by giving
thrown into a person’s lap,
bribes succeeds.
9
but Yahweh decides on which side of
You must learn not to be offended by
the one you love,
the stones they will stop rolling.

892

PROVERBS
19
but if you bring up something to
The one who loves to have arguments,
your friend that hurt you, and you do it that person also loves the sin that lies beover and over,
hind the conﬂict;

one thing leads to another: The one
who
makes
the threshold of his door too
10
A rebuke to someone with underhigh, it is sure to make someone break the
standing goes deeper into him
bones in his foot.
than trying to teach a fool by hitting
20
A person who is dishonest because
him a hundred times with a stick.
of what is within him, he will never ﬁnd
that will pull the best of friends apart.

An evil person is only interested in what is good,
disobeying the rules;
and the one who tells lies will fall into
trouble.
he deserves a messenger who will be
21
cruel to him.
The father who has a fool brings sad12
You would be better off meeting a ness into his life;
11

mother bear who had been robbed of her
the father of a fool cannot live a happy
cubs
life.
than to meet a fool who is being fool-

ish.

22

Being cheerful is like medicine that
makes you feel better,

but when you are crushed by sadIf someone gives back evil for the
ness,
it
is as if every bone within you could
good that was given to him,
break with only a touch.
evil will stay in his family.
23
A wicked person accepts a bribe in
14
Starting a quarrel is like pumping wa- such a way as no one could see him,
ter and letting it run everywhere;
so the bribe would change the verdict
it is much better to walk away before in his favor.
it starts.
24
The one who has begun to understand,
15
When a court sets the wicked free and he knows that he must also now go after
condemns those who do what is right,
wisdom.
13

Yahweh hates both of these actions.
16

There is no beneﬁt for a fool when he
pays money to learn about wisdom;
no matter how much he tries, he will
not be able to learn about wisdom.
17

A friend loves you all the time,

However, the foolish person has bold
plans and impossible dreams,
and he looks for them no matter how
far away they may be.
25

A foolish child brings a father great
sadness,

and regret to the mother who gave
and when you are in trouble, there is birth to him.
no one better than a brother to help you.
26
It cannot be good to punish someone
18
One having no good judgment will who does what is right,
make a contract he cannot pay,
and if a good man with moral characand he will even may a promise to ter is punished by the law, this can never
be good.
pay the money his neighbor owes.
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8
The one who has learned knowledge,
When a person gossips, his words
learned to speak well using few words,
are as sweet to other people as candy is
and the one who has understanding, in their mouths,

does not lose his temper.

and they love to listen to them.

28

9
When a fool keeps silent, some may
The person who does a poor job when
think he is very wise;
he is working

when he keeps his mouth shut, even
is a relative to the one who destroys
a fool looks intelligent.
everything.
10

The name of Yahweh is like a castle
that can never be overrun;

Chapter 18

those who do what is right run
for safety into it, and in the fortress of his
1
The one who keeps himself away from name, they are safe.
other people will only live for his own de11
The wealthy person depends on his
sires,
wealth as a city depends on its fortiﬁcaand he never acts with good judgment. tions;
2
A foolish person does not enjoy underhe thinks it protects him as well as a
standing anything;
high wall.

he only wants to tell others what he
12
When a person is about to be ruined, it
thinks.
is his proud heart that brings his destruc3
A wicked person comes, and with them tion,
comes the contempt they have for other
but before a person can gain great
people—
honor, he must ﬁrst learn to become humand then comes shame and disgrace ble.
following along.
13
A person who gives you an answer
4
The words a man speaks are like the before he listens to you—
deep waters of an ocean
there is nothing more foolish
or a fountain that ﬂows with wisdom.

and nothing that gives him more

When the wicked are treated with spe- shame.
cial honor, it is not good,
14
A person may survive a terrible sickand it is not good to refuse to give ness in his body,
justice to those who do what is right.
but if he feels his inner self is crushed,
5

A foolish person says things that start how can he survive?
arguments;
15
Intelligent people have a desire to get
he says things that make other people more and more knowledge,
want to beat him with a stick.
and wise people will ﬁnd someone to
6

7

A foolish person brings himself to ruin teach them even more knowledge.
by the things he says;
16
If you take a gift to an important perhis very words set a trap in which he son, you will open the way to allow you to
will be caught.
talk to him.
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17

The ﬁrst person to present his case
before a judge seems right

Chapter 19

1
until the other side comes and quesCompare a poor person who keeps his
tions him.
promises,

with a fool who is full of lies.

18

When there are two strong people
having a dispute,

2

And consider, having desire without
casting lots can help to settle the dis- knowledge
pute.
is like running so fast that you miss
the
path
you want to take.
19
If you offend your brother, ﬁnding a
3
The folly of a fool destroys his life,
way to have peace with him again
but he becomes furious with Yahweh
may be harder than waging a battle
for
his
troubles.
to win a city.
4
Those who are wealthy easily ﬁnd
and having an argument is more difmany friends, but a poor person will ﬁnd
ﬁcult to overcome
that his poverty separates him from the
than breaking down the bars of a one friend he had.
castle.
5
A person who lies in order to become a
20
The words a person speaks can bring friend will be punished for taking advantage,
satisfaction to himself,

ach.

like the food he eats satisﬁes his stom-

just as the one whose every word he
speaks is a lie, he will not escape.

6
When a person is generous with their
People are able to kill others or keep
gifts, many people will ask for favors,
them alive by means of what they say.
it seems that everyone is a friend of
And there is danger for those who
the one who gives many gifts.
love the power of their speaking.
7
All the brothers of one who is poor
22
The one who ﬁnds a wife, ﬁnds some- hate him;
thing so good it is a gift to bless his life,
and even more do his friends hate
and it is Yahweh who gives him this him, and they go far away from him;
wonderful gift.
he calls out to them, but they have
23
A poor person desperately begs for left.
mercy, but a rich person is rude when he
8
The one who makes every effort to
answers.
learn about wisdom, loves himself;
24
One person says that he has many
having understanding helps you know
friends, but his life is ruined by them;
what is good and what is not.
21

9
but there is a friend who stands with
The ones who lie when they give testius through everything,
mony will be punished,

and he is always close at our side,
but the one whose every word is a lie,
even closer than a brother.
he will die.

895

PROVERBS
10

When a fool lives in luxury—it is not
if you rescue him after he had has an
right,
outburst, you will have to do it again and
again.
and it is even worse for a slave to rule
20
Pay attention to good guidance and
over princes.
let others teach you
11
A person with good sense is slow to
so that you can become wise by the
get angry,
end of your life.
and it is to his honor that he overlooks
21
A person has many plans that come
it when someone does him wrong.
from within him,
12
What is the wrath of the king like? It
but Yahweh has his own plans, and
is like the roaring of a young lion,
he will carry them out.
but his kindness is like the dew on the
22
A person wants loyalty,
grass.
and a poor person is better than a
13
A foolish child will ruin a father.
liar.
A wife who is always quarreling will
23
Anyone who has respect for Yahweh
upset her husband like water that is con- will live a long life;
stantly dripping.
such a person who has this respect
14
We can inherit houses and money for Yahweh will be satisﬁed,
from our parents,
and will come to no harm.
but a sensible wife is from Yahweh.
24
The lazy person puts his hand in the
15
The one who is lazy ﬁnds that sleep dish;
comes easily to him,
he is not able to raise his hand up to

but anyone who refuses to work will his mouth to eat.
go hungry.
25
If you punish someone who mocks
16
The one who follows the command others,
he was taught puts a guard over his life,
an uninstructed person will learn how
but the one who does not think about to be prudent.
how he lives his life will die.

If you correct someone who has understanding,
17
One who is kind to the poor, it is as if
he were lending to Yahweh;
he will gain more knowledge.
did.

and Yahweh will pay him for what he

26

Someone who steals from his father
and alienates his mother

brings shame and disgrace to himself.
Train your children and give them
27
discipline while it is still possible to rescue
My son, if you will not listen to the
them;
teaching,
18

but do not allow them to offend you so
you will wander away from the words
much that you consider taking their lives. of knowledge.
19

28
A hot-tempered person will pay a
A lying witness laughs at anyone who
price for his anger;
acts justly,
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and wicked people act sinfully as eascan distinguish between all the kinds
ily as they eat food.
of evil before him just by looking at them.
9
No one can truthfully say, “I have
Yahweh is ready to punish those who
make themselves out to be better than kept my heart pure, and I am free from
my sins.”
other people,
29

fools.

and he is ready to ﬂog the backs of

10

Uneven weights, improperly marked,
and unequal measures, that favor the one
who is selling,
Yahweh hates both of them.

Chapter 20

11

1

Wine makes you loud, and strong
drink makes you foolish;
whoever lets alcohol lead them to
where they get lost is not wise.

Also, even a youth is known by how
what he does,
it is clear whether what he does is
pure and respectable or not.
12

Ears that hear and eyes that see—

Yahweh made them both.
The king’s wrath makes people as
13
If you love to sleep all the time, you
afraid as if they were facing a young lion
will become poor;
roaring at them;
2

stay awake when you should be at
the person who makes a king angry
work and you will have plenty to eat.
is giving up his own life.
14
“It is no good,” the buyer says when
It is an honor to stay out of an arguhe
is
bargaining
with you about the price.
ment,
3

But after he buys it, he goes and boasts
to his friends what a good price he bought
4
The lazy person is not willing to plow
it for.
his crops again in autumn,
15
Consider the value of gold and many
and when it is harvest time, he looks,
expensive jewels,
but there is nothing growing in his ﬁeld.
but the words of the one who has
5
The purposes within a person’s life are
knowledge are like precious jewels.
like waters in a deep well,
16
Take the expensive coat of the person
but a person who has understanding
who guarantees a loan for a stranger, so it
is able to draw them out.
can be sold if the debt is not paid back.
6
Many people proclaim that they can
And if he makes a pledge for an imbe trusted to do what they promise,
moral woman, hold his coat as a guaranbut it is very diﬃcult to ﬁnd one who tee for the loan he makes.
can really be trusted.
17
Bread gotten by telling a lie, may taste
7
The person who always does right— sweet,
but every fool is ready to join one.

how fortunate will be his children
but later his mouth will be like it was
who follow after him.
full of gravel, because of his lies.
8

18
A king who sits on his throne to act as
Good plans are made in consultation
a judge
with good advisors,
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28
and only with wise advisors giving
Love and faithfulness preserve the
their advice should anyone go to war.
life of the king;
19

A gossip tells secrets,

so stay away from people who talk
too much.
20

If a person curses his father or his
mother,
his life will be put out as a light that
is snuffed out.
21

his throne is made strong by steadfast
love.
29

The honor of young people is seen in
how strong they are,
but the splendor of old people is in
their gray hair.
30

When we are beaten, the wound that
results may cleanse away evil,

An inheritance that comes to a perand beatings make our inmost self
son quickly, may do some good at the beclean.
ginning,
but later it will do less good for the
person who received it.
22

Do not say, “I will pay you back for
the wrong you did to me.”
Wait for Yahweh and he will take care
of the matter.
23

Yahweh detests those who use dishonest scales
and weights that are not accurate.

Chapter 21
1

The motives of the king are directed
like a stream of water by Yahweh;
he diverts the king like he directs the
ﬂow of water, in any way he wants.
2

When a person looks at his own life,
everything he does may seem right to him,

but what matters is what Yahweh
Yahweh is the one who directs the thinks about what he does.
way a person will go.
3
Doing what is right and just is more
So then, how can someone understand acceptable to Yahweh
where he is going?
than offering sacriﬁces to him.
25
It is dangerous to declare that some4
When you show people that you think
thing is holy to Yahweh,
you are better than they,
and it is worse to think about the
and add to that the pride you have
meaning of holiness only after you have within you—this shines like a light and it
made a vow.
tells others you are a wicked person—
24

26

A king who is wise will separate the
wicked from among his people;

they are examples of sin.
5

Those who work hard and who carry
then he will severely punish those out their plans will be successful,
wicked people.
but everyone who takes action
27
The life-giving spirit within a man is too quickly and with little planning, make
the light shining from Yahweh within us, themselves poor.
6
When someone becomes rich because
it shines deep within and shows what
he tells lies,
is hidden deep inside us.
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that wealth fades away like the mist;
a secret gift may help a person who
that wealth will kill him.
is angry at you to calm down.
7

15
When wicked people act with violence,
When there is justice, those who love
they are destroyed by their own violence, what is right are happy,

right.

because they refuse to do what is

but when there is justice, it brings
great fear to those who do what is evil.

8

16
A guilty person follows a path covered
A person who does not understand
with lies,
right and wrong, will get lost when he
but the innocent chooses to do what tries to make decisions,

is right.

he will only rest when he is dead.

9

17
It is better to live alone in the corner
Love pleasure and it will make you
of a housetop
poor;

than inside a house with a wife who
you cannot be rich and love to drink
always wants to argue with you.
wine and eat expensive foods.
10

18
The wicked man craves evil more than
A person who does right is honored
anything;
much more than a wicked man,
and when he looks at his neighbor,
and a good man is worth far more

than one who never keeps his promise.

the wicked man’s eyes reveal
that he is not going to be kind to his
neighbor.

19

It is better to live alone in a desert

than with a wife who is always stirring
up
conﬂicts
and never stops complaining.
When a person who acts like he is
better than other people is punished,
20
Those who are wise have very pre11

the simple—who do not know cious treasures and they live very well,
about right and wrong—are taught an imbut foolish people waste all they have.
portant lesson,
21
A person who does right and is kind,
and if you teach one who is wise, they
lives a good life, makes wise decisions,
can learn even more.
and receives honor from others.
12
One who does what is right watches
22
When a wise leader goes up against
the house where evil people live,
a city of mighty warriors,
and he confronts their wickedness
he knows how to bring down the
and brings them to justice.
defenses
of the city and he conquers it.
13
When the poor cried out for help,
23
Be careful, if you could put a guard
there was a person who refused to listen
to
watch
over the words that come out of
to their cries,
your mouth and tongue,
but when he cried out, because he covyou would keep away from a lot of
ered his ears to their cries, no one heard
trouble.
his cries.
14

24
Give a gift to a person who is angry
The mocker thinks he is better than
with you, and it may turn away his anger; other people,
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and his actions come from his pride
and being a person who everyone reand his arrogance.
spects for doing right, is better than having silver and gold.
25
The things that the lazy person
2
People who are rich and people
chooses to do will kill him;
who are poor have at least one thing in
he refuses to work.
common—
26
All day long he desires things—he
Yahweh made both of them.
could not desire for more things—
3
One who has good sense takes cover
but whoever does right gives gifts to when he sees trouble coming,
others, and he never holds back anything
but those who have no experience or
that is good.
knowledge rush ahead into danger.
27
When the wicked decide to give an
4
When a person is humble and gives
offering to Yahweh, Yahweh hates it,
Yahweh the respect he deserves,

and Yahweh hates it even more
these are his rewards: Riches, and
when the wicked man comes to worship honor, and life.
Yahweh in order to get something for him5
Where the perverse walk, their way is
self.
like a road covered with thorns, and there
28
Those who lie about other people, will are traps in every step.
die,
When you guard your own life from
but the one who takes time to listen— evil, you will stay away from all these danwhen he says something, people will re- gers.
member it.
6
A child must be shown the way to live
29
The wicked man acts as if he were and the direction he should go,
strong,
and when he reaches old age, he will
but an honest man has thought about stay on that same path.
7
what to do and is certain about it.
The fact is that the rich often have
power
over the poor,
30
Can there be any wisdom, any under-

standing, or any advice, that is wiser than
and one who borrows money is almost
Yahweh?
like a slave to the one who lends him the
money.
31
The groomsman prepares the horse
8
If you plant the seeds of wickedness,
for the day of battle,
you can expect a crop of trouble,
but the outcome of the battle, the
and when you use a rod to discipline
winner or the loser, is determined by Yahyour child,
weh.

Chapter 22

but you use it when you are furious,
it will do no good.
9

The one who looks for people to help,
Yahweh will give many good gifts,

1

Being a person who keeps his word is
because he considered it important
more important than having great riches, to share his food with the poor.
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18
If you throw out the conceited person,
It will be good for you to make them
out will go all kinds of conﬂict with him. the guiding principles you live by,

and be able to repeat all of them to
No one will quarrel or insult anyone
others.
else when he is gone.
19
The most important thing is for you
When a person loves to do something
just because he wants to do what is good to trust in Yahweh,
and right—
and so I am teaching them to you, yes,
11

he is sincere, and his speech is ﬁlled even to you.
with kindness
20
I have written thirty of these sayings
for you to learn;
—the king will be his friend.
sayings to give you advice and to teach
Yahweh gives protection to knowlyou what you do not know.
edge, to keep it safe,
12

21
These lessons show you what is true
just as surely as he makes the lying
and
they
teach you with faithful lessons,
promises of the betrayer fail.

so you may give reliable and true
A lazy person calls out, “There is a lion
answers
to those who sent you.
in the street! If I go out, I will be killed!”
13

22
Anyone can rob a poor person. Do
The words spoken by an adulteress
will draw you in, and it will be as if you not do it.
have fallen into a deep and dangerous pit!
And do not hurt them who are begging
All those who fall into that pit will be at the city gate,
23
in trouble,
for Yahweh stands to defend them,
14

but what is worse, they will experiand he will take the life of those who
ence Yahweh’s anger for what they have stole from the poor.
done.
24
Do not become a friend with one
15
Stupid and silly things are bound up whose life is controlled by his anger,
within a child,
and do not associate with a person
and they come out in foolishness;
who rages in his terrible wrath,
but correcting a child with discipline
drives the folly far away.

25

or you will learn to be like him,

and your anger will become like a
The one who makes his money by trap, a trap that will take charge of your
taking advantage of the poor,
life.
16

26
or by giving more money to the
Be careful that you do not shake hands
wealthy,
and promise to pay for the debts of others,

Yahweh will bring him into poverty.

and do not make or sign a pledge so
another
person can take out a loan.
17
Now listen to what those who are wise
27
have said;
For if you cannot pay it back,
give it all your attention and learn
they will surely come and take away
the knowledge you will need if you are to everything from you, even your bed on
become wise.
which you sleep.
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The ancient boundary stones show
but that is not what he will really be
where the property lines are. Do not take thinking.
them away or move them. Your ancestors
8
When you realize what he is really
put them there. Leave them alone.
thinking, you will want to vomit what you
29
One who learns a trade and is skillful have eaten;
at it will become a servant of kings.
and you will have wasted all the comBecause of his achievements he will pliments you gave about the ﬁne meal he
prepared.
not serve mere ordinary people.
9
Do not waste time talking to a fool;

he will only despise the wise things
that you say.

Chapter 23

10

Again, do not remove the ancient
When you sit down to eat a meal with boundary stone. It is a marker for the
ruler of a country,
property lines;
think carefully about what is in front
and do not claim land that is set apart
of you.
for orphans to work,
2
11
It is said, “put a knife to your throat”
because the One who redeems them
if you think of eating a lot of food,
is strong,
1

because it would be foolish to eat too
and he will plead their case against
much at such an important event.
you.
3

12
Do not crave the special and expensive
Pay attention to what you are learnfood the ruler enjoys;
ing,

and listen to the words of knowledge.

the food will deceive you.

13
Do not refuse to discipline your chilDo not work so much that you are aldren;
ways tired, so you can become rich;
if you punish them, they will not die,
be wise and know when you should
14
stop and rest.
and if you beat them with the rod of
5
discipline,
As soon as you look at the money, it
4

will be gone;
wings
sky.

you may save their lives from death.

it will be as if it suddenly took up

15

My son, if you have taken wisdom
deep within yourself,
I will be very happy,

and ﬂew up like an eagle, up into the
16

6

Do not eat with an evil man—he will
gaze at your food for a long time—
do not desire his ﬁne food,

and I will be sincerely glad
when you say what is right.

17

Do not envy sinful people;

but give Yahweh the respect he debecause he will be thinking about how serves, all day long.
much your food cost him,
18
If you respect him, you will have a
and he will say to you, “Eat and drink,” life in the future,
7
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and Yahweh will certainly do for you
another man’s wife is a narrow pit;
what you are conﬁdently expecting him to just as dangerous as a deep pit, but of a
do.
different kind.
19

28
My son, listen to me so you may beThe immoral woman is waiting for
come wise,
you, waiting like a robber waits for his vicand think about the way you live your tim;
life.
and they cause many men to become
20
Do not associate with those who get liars and traitors to those who love them.
drunk with wine,
29
Who is it who had trouble? Who has
or with those who are eat far too much sorrows? Who has conﬂicts and ﬁghts?
food,
Who has quarreling? Who is wounded
21
because drunkards and gluttons will
for no reason?
become poor;
Whose eyes are always bloodshot
and they will sleep so much that they
because
they drank too much or ate too
will have nothing but rags to wear.
much?
22
Pay attention to your father who
30
It is those who drink too much wine
brought you into the world,

and do not hate your mother when
she is old.

and those who drink the mixed wine.

31
Do not look with pleasure at red wine
When you study wisdom, think of it when it sparkles in the cup,
as buying truth, but never selling it;
and it goes down the throat smoothly.
and the same for wisdom, and with
32
discipline, and also with understanding;
But, in the last, it bites you like a poilet it be as though you were buying sonous snake .
them so you can keep them for the rest of
33
It makes you see strange things,
your life.
and within you, you say perverse
24
The father of a child who does what
things when you are drunk.
is right will be very happy;
23

34
You will think you are on a ship that
any man who has a wise son will be
is tossing on the sea;
very happy because of him.
25

Make your father and mother proud,
and let your mother be glad.

you will be like someone who is trying
to sleep up on the rigging of the boat.

35
You will say, ”I think that someone
My son, take what I say and put it
struck
me, but he did not hurt me;
deep within you,
26

live.

and pay attention to the way that I

They beat me, but I did not feel it.

When will I wake up
A prostitute is like a very deep pit,
in order that I can drink some more
that is easy to fall into, but diﬃcult to get
wine?”
out;
27
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Chapter 24
1

Do not want what evil people have;
do not desire them for friends,
2

they stagger and fall—hold them back
from the one who would kill them.
12

If you say, “I did not know that those
people needed any help,” then think about
this:

because they are plotting to do vioGod knows why we do everything, so
lence;
he also knows why you said those people
needed no help.
they talk about making trouble.

God sees everything you do in this
life, so he certainly understands why you
and by understanding the builder ex- said that about those people.
ercises his craft, and a house is made solid
He will certainly pay you back—
on its foundation.
and
everyone
else, too—for the harm they
4
It takes knowledge to ﬁll the rooms of have done.
the house
13
My son, eat honey, because it tastes
with all the beautiful and expensive good;
decorations.
the honeycomb is sweet.
5
A man who has wisdom has strength,
14
Wisdom is like the honeycomb, it
and a person with knowledge is might- feeds your life, if you can ﬁnd it.
ier than the one who is strong,
If you can ﬁnd it, you will have a
6
for with wise guidance you can wage future,
a war successfully,
and you will come to the future with
and by the advice of many advisors hope that will not be cut short.
there will be victory.
15
Do not be like wicked people who hide
7
Wisdom is something that a fool can- and wait to attack the home of those who
do what is right.
not understand;
3

It takes wisdom to build a house,

Do not commit a violent attack on the
at the gate where the elders gather,
place where the good man rests!
the fool has nothing to say.
16
Even if good people fall down seven
There is a man who does evil and
makes plots—he is called the Master of times,
Schemes.
they always get back up,
9
A foolish plan is not only folly, it is sin;
but when a disaster comes to the
when people tell the truth, they hate wicked,
those who are conceited and mock everythey are ruined by it.
one.
17
When your enemy falls, do not rejoice,
10
When trouble comes, and you are
and do not be happy when he stumterriﬁed like a coward,
bles,
then your strength is small.
18
for Yahweh will see how you treat
11
Rescue the ones who are being carried your enemy, and if he disapproves how
away to the slaughter;
you treat him,
8
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29
Yahweh may turn his wrath from your
Do not say, ”I will do to him what he
enemy and put it on you.
did to me;

I will pay him back for what he did to
Do not worry about those who do
me.”
what is evil,
19

30

and do not be jealous of them,
20

for there is no future for the wicked;

they are like a lamp whose light will
soon be put out.
21

My son, give to Yahweh and give to the
king the respect each of them deserves,

I walked by the ﬁeld of a lazy man,

past the vineyard of a man who had
no good judgment.
31

Thorns grew there and the stone wall
had fallen down.
32

When I saw that, I thought about it,
and I learned this:

and do not associate with anyone who
33
A little sleep, a little nap, a little foldrebels against either Yahweh or the king; ing of the hands to rest—and while you
22
because disasters will suddenly come rest,
34
upon those rebels,
poverty will come to you like a thief

and no one knows how terrible the who steals from you,
disasters will be that will come from both
and poverty will come like an armed
Yahweh and from the king. 23 Here are soldier who attacks you.
more things that wise people have said:
It is wrong for judges to decide matters
unfairly.
24

If they say to people who are guilty,
“You are innocent,”

Chapter 25
1

Here are more wise sayings of Solomon
that were written down by the men of
they will be cursed by foreign peoples, Hezekiah, the king of Judah.
and hated by nations.
2
God honors himself when he hides
25
But if judges say that guilty people something so people cannot know it.
must be punished,
But it is to the honor of kings to search
things will go well for those judges, out the things that God has hidden.
and they will receive gifts of goodness.
3
What kings think is above the way

Answering honestly—that is the best peasants think; they are like the heavens,
they are above us all;
thing a person can do.
27
and all kings have the same deep
First, do the work that needs to be
burdens that others cannot understand.
done outside,
26

and prepare your ﬁelds;
and after that, build your house.

4

Silver cannot be used by the metal
worker,

unless the silver is heated and dross
Do not give testimony against your is removed from it;
neighbor if there is no reason for it,
5
just as the dross is removed, even so,
and do not deceive people when you if wicked men are removed from the kings
are telling what you know.
court,
28
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his throne will be more secure, and
to them he is like the cold of snow at
he will be able to do what is right.
harvest time, that refreshes the ground.
14
When someone boasts about a gift he
When you stand in front of a king, do
is going to give, but never gives it,
not bring attention to yourself
6

he is like the clouds and the wind that
and do not stand in the place set aside
do
not
bring rain.
for those the king is honoring.
15
7
With patient persuasion even a ruler’s
It is better if someone important invites you, saying, “Come up and sit closer mind can be changed,
to the king,”
like the proverb that says, ‘a soft
tongue
can break a bone.’
than to embarrass you in front of an
important nobleman by making you move
so that you now sit far away from the king.

16

If you ﬁnd some honey, eat just a little,

because if you eat too much, you could
When you witness something that gives vomit it up.
you concern,
17
Do not go to your neighbor’s house
you should not quickly bring the mat- too often;
ter to trial,
he may get tired of you, and if you do
not stop, he could even grow to hate you.
unless you are very sure about it.
8

because your neighbor may have a
good explanation for what you saw.

18

To falsely accuse others in court

is like attacking them with a club used
9
If you and your neighbor are having in battle, or with a sword, or with sharp
arrows.
a disagreement,

19
Depending on an unreliable person
settle it between yourselves, and do
during
times of trouble
not tell others any secret you have learned
is like having a bad tooth or a foot
about;
that slips and makes you fall.
10
for others might ﬁnd out what you
20
Singing a song to someone who is feelhave done,
ing sad,
and you would be ashamed;
it is as unhelpful as taking off a coat
and from that time on, you will have on a very cold day,
a bad reputation.
or pouring vinegar into soda, making
11
Use the right words and a phrase put it bubble.
together to say exactly what you mean;
21
If your enemies are hungry, give them
this is as delightful as seeing designs something to eat;
of gold in a silver bowl.
if they are thirsty, give them some12
When a wise person rebukes someone thing to drink;
who is willing to listen to him,
22
that will be the equal to pouring coals
it is as priceless as a gold ring or jew- of ﬁre on his head, without doing him any
elry made of ﬁnest gold.
harm,
13

A messenger who is reliable and on
and Yahweh will reward you for doing
time, gives delight to those who sent him, that.
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23

3
When wind blows from the north, it
A horse needs a whip to make it move,
will certainly rain;
and a donkey must have a bridle in its
mouth, or it will not carry its load.
it is just as certain that someone who
In the same way, a fool needs sometells secrets about others will make people
one to beat him on his back to get him to
angry.
do anything.
24
It is better to live alone in the corner
4
Do not reply to a fool when he is trying
of a housetop
to draw you into his foolishness,
than inside a house with a wife who
or you will be just as much a fool as
always wants to argue with you.
he is.
25
When you receive news from a far
5
Give a fool an answer that will be just
away country,
as foolish as his question,
that is like giving cold water to a perand that may open his eyes so he can
son who is thirsty.
see that he is not as wise as he thinks.
26
A good person who falls before the
6
If you entrust an important message
wicked,
to be delivered by a fool,
that is as bad as a spring that becomes
that would as foolish as cutting of
muddied or a fountain that becomes pol- your own feet, and then taking a drink of
luted.
poison.
27

It is not good to eat too much honey;

7

A lame man cannot use his legs; they
that is like searching for more honor hang down and are useless,
when you already have honor.
as useless as when fools are reciting
28
proverbs
to one another that they do not
A person who cannot control himself
understand..
is like a city with no way to keep out
8
When you tie a stone into a sling so it
enemies; its walls have fallen down.
cannot be thrown,

Chapter 26

fool,

that is like one who gives honor to a
for no matter how much you praise

When it snows in the summer, or when him,
it will never do him any good.
it rains in the harvest,
1

9
When a drunk man picks up a bush
that is what it is like when a fool gets
full of thorns
honor—

honor for him comes at the wrong
time, and the wrong place.

and starts to swing it around at people,

that is as helpful as a fool reciting
2
A sparrow ﬂies here and there ﬂitter- proverbs,
ing around, and a swallow darts back and
people stand back and try to get away
forth when it ﬂies,
from him.
10
An archer who aims and shoots arthat is like someone speaking a curse
rows at people standing around him,
against you—but it cannot land on you.

907

PROVERBS
is as dangerous as one who hires a

fool

even though he had nothing to do
with it.

18-19
or he takes so little care that he hires
Who is like an insane person who
the next person who comes along.
shoots burning arrows in every direction?
11

vomit,

When you see a dog return to his

One who lies to his neighbor!

He makes an excuse to his neighbor
that is just like a fool who does the and tells him,
same foolish thing over and over again.
“I was only joking;”
12
Do you know someone who has this
but just like the madman’s arrows,
idea about himself—
what he said has set everything on
he thinks he is a very wise person?
ﬁre.
It is easier to teach a fool than him.
20
The ﬁre goes out when there is no
13
The lazy person has many reasons for more wood to burn;
not working—
and so arguments stop when no one
you might hear him say, “But there is is gossipping.
a lion in the street!”
21
As charcoal can ignite into burning
or “Oh, there is a lion in the market!” coal and a log of wood into a ﬁre;
14

When you see a door swing back and
so the one who argues sets anger
forth on it hinges,
ablaze.
22
that is just like one who is lazy, when
The gossip tells stories that are like
he is lying on his bed, turning back and sweet treats to eat;
forth.
people eat them like candy until they
15
One who is lazy might reach down are ﬁlled.
with his hand to get some food,
23
A shining glaze applied with great
but he does not have the energy to heat, covers the clay pot,
put the food into his mouth.
and that is like the ﬁery words that
16
The one who is lazy considers himself cover an evil heart.
to be very wise,
24
The one who is ﬁlled with hate, by
more wise than seven men who are the words he speaks, he hides his true feelknown for their insight.
ings;
17

Someone who walks by a dog lying on
and he stores up more and more lies
the ground, who then reaches down and within himself.
pulls its ears;
25
He may speak kind words, but you
he is like someone who hears an ar- should not believe them,
gument as he is walking by,
because deep within him is everything
and he gets involved, and becomes that Yahweh despises.
angry
26
Even though he covers up his hatred
and then he takes sides and joins in— by his lies,
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everyone will realize how wicked he

is.
27

One who digs a pit will fall into it;

7

When a person is walking along and
he has a full stomach, he may step on a
honeycomb because he is not hungry;

but if he were very hungry, even bitter
and a stone rolls back on the one who
things would taste sweet to him.
tried to push it up a hill.
8
When a man wanders away from his
28
The one who lies hates the people he
home,
destroys;
he is acting like a bird that stays far
just as much as the person who uses
from its nest.
ﬂattery causes terrible destruction.
9
The aroma of perfume and the scent
of incense can help to make a person feel
happy;

Chapter 27

and we most appreciate friends who
1
Do not boast about what will happen give us good advice.
10
tomorrow,
Do not forget your friend or a friend
because you do not know what will of your father;
come to you during that day.

and when you have a problem and
2
Do not praise yourself; let someone you need help,
else praise you.
do not go to your brother’s home.
It is better for someone you do not
When there is trouble, a neighbor
know to praise you,
who lives close by
than for you to praise yourself.

is better than a brother who lives far
3
If you think about how heavy a stone away.
11
can be, or how much sand can weigh—
My son, if you become wise, you will
make
me happy;
then you will understand that the trouble a fool causes is harder to carry than
so I will be able to give an answer to
both of those things.
anyone who argues against me.
4

12
If you think about how cruel can be
One who has good sense takes cover
people who rage at others, and how angry when he sees trouble coming,
people can attack others like a ﬂood of wabut those who have no experience or
ter,
knowledge rush ahead into danger.
then think about how jealous people
13
Take a man’s garment as secuare even worse;
rity when he is guaranteeing a loan for a
no one can resist being harmed by a stranger.
jealous person.
Hold the garment in pledge to protect
5
It is better to offer a rebuke out in the yourself from losing your money when he
open, than to have a love that is hidden.
puts up security for an adulteress.
6

14
A wound from a friend is better than
Whoever shouts out a blessing in a
kisses from an enemy.
loud voice early in the morning,
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that blessing will be heard as if it were
Does the crown of a king endure for
a curse.
all generations?
15

25
A wife who continually argues with
The grass dies out and then the new
her husband is as annoying as
growth starts to grow;

the constant dripping of water on a
and on the mountains food for the
rainy day;
cattle is stacked up in the barns.
16

26
and stopping her from arguing would
The lambs will give you warm clothbe as diﬃcult as restraining the wind,
ing and the goats will give you enough to
pay for the cost of the ﬁeld.
or trying to catch oil in one hand.
27
There will be milk from the goats that
Iron is used to sharpen an iron blade,
you
can
drink—that will be food for everyjust like a man makes his friend better.
one who lives in your house—
18
The farmer who takes care of a ﬁg
and it is food to feed your servant
tree will enjoy its fruit when it is ripe.
girls, as well.
This is just like the one who protects
his master, he will get honor from his master.
17

19

When a person looks in the water, he
sees his own face;

Chapter 28

1
A wicked person runs away even when
similarly when we look at what a perno
one
is coming after him,
son loves, we know what he is like deep
inside.
but the one who does what is right is

You know that the Place of the Dead as brave as lions.
and The Destroyer are never satisﬁed;
2
The more sin there is in a country, the
greater
the number of rulers it will have;
and people, too, are never satisﬁed
and always want more.
but when there is a ruler who has un21
Silver is reﬁned in a crucible, and gold derstanding and knowledge, the country
is put into a furnace to be made pure;
can last a long time.
20

3
and how a person responds to the
When a poor person oppresses other
praise given to them
poor people,

will tell you what kind of person he

it is like a hard rain that destroys
the crops and leaves no food for anyone
22
Though you grind a fool as if you were to eat.
4
grinding up grain,
Those who reject the law are the same
is.

you will not be able to take his fool- people who speak well of those who are
wicked;
ishness out of him.

but those who obey the law ﬁght
A good shepherd will know the condition of all his sheep and he will check on against the wicked.
them every day.
5
As diﬃcult as it is for evil people to
24
Wealth does not last forever.
understand what is just,
23
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even so those who want to ﬁnd Yahbut Yahweh will forgive those who
weh understand everything that is impor- tell their sins to him, and they turn away
tant.
from doing them.
6

14

It is better to be honest and poor,

than to be dishonest in all you do, and
to be rich.

How fortunate are those who always
honor Yahweh;

but those who refuse to listen to him,
who do not want to learn from him, will
7
The one who obeys the law is a child fall into trouble.
who has understanding of the ways of wis15
You know what a roaring lion or a
dom;
charging bear is like;
but if children go around with
they are just like the wicked ruler who
friends who are only interested in eating is tearing apart poor people.
too much, they put their father to shame.
16
A king who does not have good sense
8
The person who becomes rich by charg- thinks he is wise when he is cruel and he
ing a high rate of interest ,
takes everything away from his people.
but a person who hates getting anyhe does not know that he is gathering
his money, and it will be given to someone thing by breaking the law, will live a long
life.
who helps the poor and is kind to them.
17
If a person is guilty of murdering anIf you refuse to hear what the law says
other
to you about how you should live;
he will live like a fugitive until he dies;
then Yahweh is offended by your
9

prayers.

and no one will help him.

18
When a person lives his life and is
If someone tricks an honest person
blameless,
Yahweh will keep him safe;
into doing that is bad,
but one who lives by his lies will be
the one who did that will fall into his
suddenly ruined.
own trap,
10

19
A farmer who works his ﬁeld will
but those who have tried to right will
have plenty of food to eat;
received many good things.
but anyone who gives his time to
11
A rich person can think of himself as worthless dreams, will be very poor.
being wise,
20
Yahweh will give good things to a
but someone who is poor but who has faithful person;
good sense will be able to tell if the rich
but he will certainly punish those who
man is really wise.
become rich quickly.
12
When those who do what is right have
21
It is bad to give a favor to one person
a victory, it is a time to celebrate,
and not to another;

but when those who are wicked rise
some people will do what is wrong
up in victory, people run and hide.
just to get a piece of bread.
13

22
The one who tries to cover up his sins
A man who hates to spend his money
will be found out,
will run to more,
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3
but he does not know that poverty is
A son who desires to learn about wiscoming to him.
dom makes his father very happy;

but the son who is a companion of
The one who rebukes a person will
prostitutes will lose all his money
later be appreciated more
23

4
When a king rules with honest rules
than the one who says nice things just
and
good
laws, he causes his nation to be
to ﬂatter him.
strong,
24
Anyone who steals things from his
but anyone who asks for bribes ruins
father or his mother
his nation.
and says “That is not sinful,”
5
One who praises his neighbor to get
he is friend of the one who destroys. something from him,
25
A greedy person stirs up arguments
is like the one who listens for the
between people;
sound of his footsteps,

but the one who trusts in Yahweh will
do well.
26

so he can catch him in a net.
6

A bad person sets a trap with his sin;
One who depends on himself is a fool, then he falls into it;

but one who does right is full of songs
those who make wise decisions escape
and
joy.
danger.
7
27
The one who does right stands up for
One who gives to help the poor, will
the poor and defends them;
not lack anything,
but wicked people do not see the imbut many curses will come to whoever
portance
of standing up for the poor.
turns away and ignores them.
8
People who sneer and mock others are
When wicked people get power, men
like those who set a city on ﬁre;
and women hide;
but those who help people get rid of
but when the wicked die, there will
their anger are wise.
be more and more of those who do what
9
If a wise person has any conﬂict with
is right.
a foolish person,
28

the foolish person screams at him and
then laughs at him, and it never ends.

Chapter 29

10

A murderer hates him who does evWhen you rebuke a person who has erything right;
rejected your words and who refused to
and they seek to kill the one who has
listen to you,
a good reputation.
1

he will be crushed to the point that
he cannot be healed.

11

A fool shows all his anger,

but a person who is wise holds his
When people live the right way, they anger, and he knows how to calm himself
become more numerous,
down.
2

12
but when a wicked ruler starts to
If a ruler believes the lies that are told
to him,
govern, the people groan.
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wicked.

he teaches all his oﬃcials to be

and treated better than other slaves
by his master
from the time he is young;

13

What do a poor person and one who
takes advantage of people have in common?
Yahweh gives life to both of them.

but when he is grown,
ter.

that slave will give trouble to his mas-

14

22
If a king judges the poor by listening
A person who cannot control his
to the truth,
anger stirs up many quarrels

he will build a kingdom that will conand uses his rage to rule over others,
tinue forever.
and so he commits many sins.
15

If a child is punished,

23

Any person who is proud will be humbled;

the gift of wisdom is given to him;

but the one who is humbled will be
given honor.

but when a child is out of control,
this brings shame to his mother.

24

16

When wicked people have authority, self;
lawbreaking is common;

A person who helps a thief, hates him-

he overhears the curse, but he does
but those who do what is right will not say anything about it.
see the day
25
When one is afraid of what people
power.

when the wicked will lose their can do,

it is like setting a trap for himself.

17

Discipline your child and he will help
you and serve you;
you will truly rejoice over him.

but whoever trusts in Yahweh is safe.
26

Many people want to come before a
ruler to get help from him,

18

When no prophet receives any vision
but Yahweh is the only one who gives
from Yahweh, the people go out of control, him true justice.
27
but those who obey the law are fortuThose who do what is right detest
nate.
a person who treats others in an unfair
way;
19
Talk to a slave as much as you want,
just as the wicked hate those who live
but though he understands what you
good lives.
are saying, they have learned not to give
you an answer.
20

Do you see someone who is quick to
speak, quick to give an opinion?

Chapter 30

Yahweh can give a fool more help 1 These are sayings containing wisdom,
in the future easier than he can help him the sayings of Agur son of Jakeh.
who is quick to speak.
Agur wrote them for Ithiel, yes, to Ithiel
21
If a slave is excused from his labor
and to Ucal.
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2

I am more like an animal than any
and bring disgrace on the name of my
human being!
God.
10
Do not speak badly about a slave
I lack the understanding that a human
when he is standing before his master;
being has!
3

I have not learned about wisdom;
I do not know Yahweh, the Holy One.

4

Who has ever gone up to heaven and
come back down again?
Who can catch the wind in his hand?

if you do, he will curse you, and
you will be responsible; you brought it on
yourself.
11

There are many people who curse
their fathers

and they do not praise their mothers
or
thank
them;
Who can gather up the waters in an
overcoat?
12
those people think everything they

Who set the limits to the size of the do should not be criticized,
earth?
but really they have never been
cleansed
from their ﬁlth.
What is his name? And what is the
name of his son?
13
These people show how proud they
are in their eyes;

Do you know?

they make people look at them and
Every word of God is proven by a test
they show their pride in their faces!
that it is true;
5

14
These people use their mouths to
he is like a shield that protects those
speak the most hurtful words, like they
who run to him.
are cutting and tearing people apart;
6
Be careful not to add to Yahweh’s
it is as if they are eating up the poor
words more than he has said;
people from the earth,
if you do that, he will correct you and
and swallowing up the needy from
he will prove that you lied about what he
humanity.
said.
15
7
There are leeches that suck blood,
I ask Yahweh for two things,
imagine they had two daughters;
and that he give them to me before I
they say, ”Give to us! Give to us!
die.
There are four things that are never
8
Put vain pride and lies far away from
satisﬁed—
me;

they always want more :

and do not give me poverty or riches,
9

just give me the food I need every day.
For if I have too much money,

it is possible that I will deny my God
and say, “Who is Yahweh?”

16

The grave, the place of the dead;

the womb of a woman that never conceived a child;
soil that badly needs to be watered;

and a ﬁre that burns hot and it never
Or it is possible that I will become so
poor that I steal from others
says, “The ﬁre is hot enough!”
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17

The one who dishonors his father,

and who disrespects and disobeys his
mother.

but they make their homes among the
rocks.
27

Locusts do not have a king,

but they march in rank like soldiers
such a person would be killed and have
in the army.
his eyes pecked out by crows,
28
Lizards are very small and you can
and would be devoured by the vulhold
them
in your hand,
tures.
but they get inside kings’ palaces.

18

There are three wonderful things I
can mention;

29

There are four animals that walk with
great pride and they are very impressive
no, there are four that are too amazing
as they walk.
and I cannot understand them.
30
Lions, which are the strongest among
19
How eagles ﬂy in the sky;
wild animals
how snakes move over a big rock,
and are not afraid of any of them.
how ships can sail on the seas,

31

Strutting roosters, and male goats,

and how a man is able to win the love
and kings who stand with their soldiers
of a woman.
beside them.
32
If you have acted foolishly, exalting
This is what a woman is like who is
yourself,
not faithful to her husband:
20

she eats and then wipes her mouth,
and she says, “There is nothing wrong
in what I have done.”
21

There are four things that make the
earth tremble:
22

the earth trembles with a slave becomes a king;

or if you been planning to do something evil,
it!

put your hand over your mouth! Stop
33

Just as when you churn milk, and it
produces butter,
even so, if you hit someone hard on his
nose, the result is that his nose will bleed;

the earth trembles when fool has eaten
and, in the same way, when people
his food and is ﬁlled;
are angry, they will argue and ﬁght.
23
the earth trembles when a woman
who is hated by all, gets married,
and the earth trembles, when the maid
becomes the wife of her master.

Chapter 31
1

These are sayings of King Lemuel—an orThere are four creatures on the earth acle his mother taught him.
that are small, but they are very wise.
2
She says: You are my son; I carried
25
Ants are not strong,
you in my womb;
24

but they store up food during the sumyou are the son, I made promises to
mer in order to have it during the winter. Yahweh for you.
26

3

Rock badgers also are not strong,
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and do not tell what your plans are,
because she brings her food to her
to the women who destroy kings.
home from far away.
15
She gets up before dawn to prepare
Lemuel, kings should be careful about
food for her family,
drinking wine;
4

and she gives each servant girl her
and a king should never ask, “Where
duties for the day.
is the strong drink?”
16
She goes out and considers what ﬁeld
They could drink but then they might
forget that they made a decree of the king, she will buy, and she buys it.
5

With the money she has made in other
and tear down the rights of those who
ventures,
have been taken advantage of.
she plants a vineyard.

6

Give strong drink to those who are
dying

17

She prepares herself with her

and to those who are grieving their strength,
loss. 7 One who drinks will forget he is
and her arms are strong, able to do
poor,
hard work.
18
and he will not remember his trouble.
She knows when she is getting a good

Speak for those who cannot speak for proﬁt from her business.
themselves,
She keeps a lamp burning all night long.
19
speak for those who are approaching
She holds the spindle,
death.
and then she spins the thread that she
9
Speak out and render judgment ac- will use.
cording to what is right;
20
She gives an outstretched hand to help
and plead for justice to come in the the poor.
cases of the poor and the needy.
21
She is not worried about the snow,
10
Who can ﬁnd a wife who is good at
for everyone in her house have the
many things?
best winter coats.
Her value is much more than the
22
She makes covers for the beds.
jewels she could wear.
She wears ﬁne purple linen clothes—
11
Her husband completely trusts her,
the color of royalty.
and because of her, he will never be
23
Her husband is well known at the city
poor.
gates,
12
She does good things for him and not
and there at the gates he sits with the
evil,
other leaders of the town.
all the days of her life.
24
She makes linen garments and she
13
She ﬁnds wool and ﬂax in the market, sells them.
8

and she enjoys spinning it to make
yarn and fabric.
14

She is like the merchant ships

She sells sashes to shop owners.
25

She is strong in her character and
respected,
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and she laughs at what will happen
in the future.
26

wise,

When she speaks, she says what is

and she lives by the law of kindness.
27

She watches over everything that is
done in her household,
and nothing in her actions would be
anything like laziness.
28

Her children speak highly of her;
her husband also praises her.
29

He says to her, ”There are many
women who do admirable things,
but you surpass them all!”
30

Elegance can deceive

and make you think more highly of a
person than you should;
and beauty has no lasting value.
But a woman who honors Yahweh will
be praised for the person she is. 31 Give
her what she has earned,
and her works will praise her among
the leaders of the town.
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Chapter 1

We hear the same things,
but we want to hear something more.
9

Everything continues to be the same
as it has always been.

Things that happen have happened
These are the words and sayings of the previously, and they will happen again.
descendant of King David, who is king
What has been done before will be
in Jerusalem. The people call me ‘The
done again.
Teacher.’
There is nothing really new in this
2
The Teacher says, ”Nothing is permaworld.
nent.
1

10
Sometimes people say, “Look at this!
It is all like the morning mist or the
This
is
something new!”
wind;
But it has existed previously.
It goes and comes, but for what rea-

son?

It existed before we were born.

3

11
What do people gain from all the work
People do not remember the things
that they do here on the earth?”
that happened long ago,
4

Each year old people die and babies
and in the future, people will not
are born,
remember what we are doing now.
but the earth never changes.

12

I, the Teacher, have been the king of Israel
5
Each morning the sun rises, and each 13 for many years, ruling in Jerusalem.
By using my wisdom, I concentrated on
evening it sets,
understanding everything that was being
and then it hurries around to where done on the earth. It is a task that wears
it started from.
me out, just like anyone else who tries it.
14
6
It seems that nothing that happens on
The wind blows south,
the earth really enables us to do anything
and then it turns around to start blowuseful. It is like trying to control the wind.
ing to the north.
15
Many things that are crooked cannot
It goes around and around in circles.
be caused to become straight.
7
All the streams ﬂow into the sea,
We cannot count things that we cannot
but the sea is never full.
see.
The water returns under the earth and 16 I said to myself, “I am wiser than any
comes up again into the rivers;
of those who ruled in Jerusalem before
me. I am wiser and know more than any
then it ﬂows to the sea again.
of them!” 17 So I determined to learn
8
Everything is so unsatisfactory
more about being wise, and also to learn
that we do not even want to talk about about doing things that are very stupid
and foolish. But I found out that trying to
it.
understand those things was also useless,
We see the same things,
like trying to control the wind. 18 Anyone
who becomes very wise also becomes very
and we become bored with them.
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frustrated. The more one knows, the sadAll the things that I enjoyed were like a
der he becomes.
reward for all my hard work.
11

But then I thought about all the hard
work that I had done to obtain all those
things.

Chapter 2
1

Then I said to myself, “Well, I will try
to do everything that I enjoy. I will ﬁnd
out whether doing what I enjoy can truly
enable me to be happy.” But I found out
that doing that was also useless. 2 So I
said to myself, “It is foolish to laugh all the
time, and continually doing what makes
me happy does not bring any lasting beneﬁt.” 3 So, after thinking a lot about it,
I decided to cheer myself up by drinking
a lot of wine. While I was still trying to
be wise, I acted stupidly. I tried to learn
what people can do to be happy during
the short time that they are alive on the
4
I did great things. I caused
earth.
houses to be built for myself and vineyards to be planted. 5 I made gardens and
parks. Then I planted the gardens with
many kinds of fruit trees. 6 I built pools
of water to store water to irrigate the fruit
trees. 7 I bought male and female slaves.
Babies who later became my slaves were
born in my palace. I also owned more
livestock than any of the previous kings
in Jerusalem had owned. 8 I also accumulated large amounts of silver and gold
that were acquired from the treasures of
kings and rulers of provinces. I owned
men and women who sang for me, and I
had many wives and concubines, whom
men all over the world would enjoy possessing. 9 So I gained more power and
wealth than any king who had ruled before me in Jerusalem, and I allowed my
wisdom to continue to guide me.
10

I got everything that I saw and
wanted.

I saw that none of my work brought
me any lasting beneﬁt.
It was all like trying to control the wind.
12

Then I started to think about being
wise, and also about being foolish.
I said to myself, “I certainly do not
think that anybody will be able to do anything better than I can.”
13

And I thought, ”Surely it is better to
be wise than to be foolish,
like light is better than darkness,
14

because wise people walk in the daylight and can see where they are going,
but foolish people walk in the darkness and cannot see where they are going.”
But I also realized that both wise people
and foolish people eventually die.
15

So I said to myself,

”I am very wise, but I will die at the end
of my life like foolish people do.
So how has it beneﬁted me to be very
wise?
I do not understand why people consider that it is valuable to be wise.
16

die.

Wise people and foolish people all

And after we die, we will all eventually
be forgotten.”
17

So I hated being alive, because all the
work that we do here on the earth disI did everything that I thought would tressed me. It all seemed to be useless, like
enable me to be happy.
trying to control the wind.
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18

I also began to hate all the hard work
that I had done here on the earth, because when I die, everything that I have
acquired will belong to the one who inherits it after me. 19 And who knows whether
that person will be wise or foolish? But
even if he is foolish, he will acquire all
the things that I worked very hard and
wisely to get. 20 I thought about all the
hard work that I had done in this world. It
seemed useless, and I became depressed.
21
Some people work wisely and skillfully,
using the things that they have learned.
But when they die, they leave everything,
and someone who has not worked for
those things acquires them. That fact also
seemed to be senseless and caused me to
be discouraged. 22 So it is useless for people to work for all they do. 23 Every day
the work that they do causes them to experience pain and to be worried. And during the night their minds are not able to
rest. That also shows how temporary everything is.
24

So I decided that the best thing that we
can do is to enjoy what we eat and drink,
and also to enjoy our work. And I realized that those things are what God intends for us. 25 There is absolutely no one
who is able to enjoy those things if God
does not give those things to him. 26 God
enables those who please him to be wise,
to know many things, and to enjoy many
things. But if sinful people work hard and
become rich, God can take their money
away from them and give it to those who
please him. However, the reason for that
is also something that is diﬃcult for me
to understand. It seems useless that they
worked so hard; it is like trying to control
the wind.

Chapter 3
1

There is a right time for everything,

a time for everything that we do in
this world.
2

There is the right time for any certain
person to be born, and there is the right
time for him to die.
There is the right time to plant
crops, and there is the right time to harvest crops.
3

There is the right time to kill people,
and there is the right time to heal people.
There is the right time to tear things
down, and there is the right time to build
things.
4

There is the right time to cry, and
there is the right time to laugh.
There is the right time to mourn, and
there is the right time to dance joyfully.
5

There is the right time to throw away
stones from a ﬁeld, and there is the right
time to gather stones to build walls.
There is the right time to embrace
people, and there is the right time to keep
from embracing them.
6

There is the right time to search for
things, and there is the right time to stop
searching for things.
There is the right time to keep things,
and there is the right time to throw things
away.
7

There is the right time to tear
our clothes because we are grieving, and
there is the right time to mend our clothes.
There is the right time to say nothing,
and there is the right time for speaking.
8

There is the right time when
we should love things that people do, and
there is the right time when we should
hate things that people do.
There is the right time for war, and
there is the right time for peace.
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9

What do people gain from all the work
that they do? 10 I have seen the work that
God has given people to do. 11 God has
ﬁxed a time that is right for everything to
happen. He has also caused people to realize that there are things that will last forever. But in spite of that, no one can completely understand everything that God
has done, from the time that he starts do12
I
ing things until he ﬁnishes them.
know that the best thing for us people to
do is to rejoice and to do good things during the time that we are alive. 13 And I also
know that everyone should enjoy what
they eat and drink, and enjoy the work
that they do. Those are gifts that God gives
to us. 14 I also know that what God does
endures forever. No one can add to what
God does, and no one can take away from
the things that he does. God does those
things in order that people will honor him.

so quickly. 20 People and animals all die
and are buried. We are all made of soil,
and when we die, our corpses become soil
again. 21 No one knows if people go up
and animals go down to the place where
the dead are.
22

So I think that the best thing for us people to do is to be happy about the work
that we do, because that is what God has
given to us. I say this because no one of us
knows what happens to us after we die.

Chapter 4
1

I thought some more about all the suffering that people are made to experience on
the earth.
I thought about the tears of people who
were oppressed

15

and who had no one to comfort them.

Things that exist now have already
existed previously,

Those who oppress them have power,

and things that will happen in the fuand there is no one able to comfort
ture have already happened previously;
the oppressed.
2
God causes us to want to understand
So I thought that those who are already
mysteries.
dead are more fortunate
16

Furthermore, I saw that on this earth,
even in the courts where we expect judges
to make right decisions about what people
had done, they did many wicked things.
17

than those who are still alive.
3

And those who have not yet been born

are even more fortunate than those
two kinds of people,

So I said to myself, “God will judge
because those who have not been born
both righteous people and wicked people.
There is certainly a time for him to do that have not seen all the evil things that are
because there is a time for him to do every- done on the earth.
4
thing.”
I also thought about all the hard work
that
people do and the things they are
18
And regarding humans, I also said to
myself, “God is testing us, to show us that able to accomplish. And I thought about
in one way people are no different than how someone who works hard sometimes
animals.” 19 What happens to people hap- makes his neighbor jealous. I decided that
pens to animals. Animals die, and peo- this also is something that is not accomple die. We all must breathe to remain plishing anything useful. It is like trying
alive. People have no advantage over an- to control the wind.
imals in that way. Everything disappears
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They sit idly with their hands folded
they can help each other to remain
and do not work.
warm.
So they ruin themselves.

But someone who sleeps alone will cer6
So some say, ”It is better to be con- tainly not be warm.
12
tent with working quietly for a little bit of
Someone who is alone can easily be
money,
attacked and defeated by another person,
than to work anxiously and try to get
but two people can help each other
a lot of money,
and resist someone who attacks them.
which is as useless as trying to control
Three people can defend themselves
the wind.”
even more easily,
7

I thought about something else that haplike a rope that is made from three
pens on the earth that seems useless.
cords is harder to break than a rope made
from two cords.
8
There are people who live alone;

13
A young man who is poor but wise is a
they do not have a family nor even
better
person than a foolish old king who
children or any brothers or sisters living
refuses to pay attention when people try
with them.
to give him good advice. 14 It is possible
Every day they work very hard without for a young man like that to succeed and
stopping; they make a lot of money,
some day become king, even if his parents
were
poor or even if he was in prison in
but they are never satisﬁed with the
the past. 15 But then some other young
things that they get.
man becomes king, and everyone starts to
They ask themselves,
support him. 16 Large crowds of people
”Why am I working so hard; whom crowd around him. But after a few years,
am I actually helping?
they will be tired of him, too. So it is all
Why am I not doing things that I would senseless, like trying to control the wind.

enjoy doing?

What I have been doing seems useless.” This is very bad.

Chapter 5

9

Having someone work with you is bet- 1 Be careful when you approach God in his
ter than being by yourself all the time.
house. Listen well to him. That is better
If you have a friend, he can help you than offering sacriﬁces to him and then
not obeying him, which is foolish.
to do your work.
2
Do not speak too quickly without thinkIf you fall down, he can help you get
ing about the words you say;
up again.
10

and do not be too quick in your heart
But if you fall down when you are
to complain about something to God.
alone, you will have trouble,
Remember that God is very different
because there is no one to help you
from you and he is in heaven.
stand up.
11

Similarly, if two people lie down toYou, however, are very limited and
gether,
you must live all your life here on earth.
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So think carefully about what you say
to God, and do not speak without thinking
about how you should speak to him.
3

If you are continually thinking and
worrying about things,
you will have bad dreams about them
and not rest well.
And the more you talk,
the more likely it will be that you will
say things that are foolish.
4

When you solemnly promise God that
you will do something, do not foolishly delay in doing it, because God is not pleased
with foolish people. Do all the things that
you promise God that you will do. 5 It
is better to not promise anything than to
promise to do something and then not do
it. 6 Do not let the things that you promise
to do cause you to sin by not doing them.
And if you promise God that you will do
something but then do not do it, do not say
to God’s priest that it was a mistake for you
to promise to do that. If you do that, God
can destroy everything you have worked
to accomplish. 7 Promising to do something and not doing it is like having a useless dream. Instead, honor God by doing
what you promised him that you would
do.

That fact also makes no sense.
11

The more money that people have,
the more they want to spend it.

People who have a lot of money do not
beneﬁt from it,
except to look at it and admire it.
12

Those who work hard sleep peacefully
at night,
even if they do not have much food
to eat.
But rich people do not sleep well
money.

because they worry about their

13

I have seen another terrible thing that
happens here on the earth.
People save up all their money and become rich,
but they are miserable because they
store up their money.
14

If something happens that causes
their money to be gone,
then when they die,
there is no money for their children.
15

When we are born,
we do not bring anything with us,

and when we die,
Do not be surprised if you see poor
we take nothing with us
people being oppressed. There are people able to stop others from oppressing
from all that we have earned by workthem, but even these people are under the ing hard.
power of someone even higher. 9 Even 16
That also seems to make no sense.
though people throughout the land own
People bring nothing into the world
their ﬁelds, the king forces them to give
him some of the crops that they harvest. when they are born,
10
and when they leave this world they
Everyone who tries to get as much
take nothing with them.
money as they can
8

enough.

will never think that they have

They have worked hard,

but they receive no lasting beneﬁt.

17
Furthermore, rich people are always
They will never be satisﬁed with the
miserable, sad,
money that they have.
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and depressed.
18

So the best thing for people to do here on
the earth during the few years that God allows them to be alive is to eat, drink, and
enjoy their work, because those are the
things that he allows them to do. 19 If people are rich and have a lot of possessions,
and are able to enjoy the things that they
have and to enjoy their work, those things
are also gifts from God. 20 Those people do
not think much about everything that has
happened during their lifetime, because
God makes sure that they keep working at
what they enjoy.

All people who live a long time certainly
all go to the same place—to the grave.
7

People work hard to earn enough
money to buy food to eat,
but often they never get enough to

eat.
8

So it seems that wise people do not
receive more lasting beneﬁts
than foolish people do.
And it seems that poor people do
not beneﬁt from knowing how to conduct
their lives.
9

Chapter 6

It is better to enjoy the things that we
already have
than to constantly want more things.

1

I have seen something else here on this
Continually wanting more things is
earth that troubles people. 2 God enables
senseless,
some people to receive a lot of money and
possessions and to be honored by him.
like trying to control the wind.
They have everything that they want. But
10
All the things that exist on the earth
God sometimes does not allow them to enhave
been given names.
joy those things. Someone else gets them
and enjoys them. That seems senseless
Everyone knows what people are like,
and unfair.
so it is useless to argue with God,
3
Someone might have a hundred children
and live for many years. But if he is not
who is stronger than we are.
able to enjoy the things that he has ac11
The more that we talk,
quired, and if he is not buried properly after he dies, I say that a child that is dead
the more often we say things that are
when it is born is more fortunate. 4 This is
senseless,
true, even though that dead baby’s birth
is meaningless—even though it does not
so it certainly does not beneﬁt us to
have a name, and its brief life becomes talk a lot.
5
only a sad memory in the future.
That baby does not live to see the sun or 12 No human being can know everything
know anything. But even so, it ﬁnds more that is good for himself in this life. People
rest than rich people do who are alive. 6 live for a few seemingly meaningless days.
Even if people should live for two thou- Life passes by quickly, like a shadow, and
sand years, if they do not enjoy the things no one know what is coming after we die.
that God gives to them, it would have been We live for only a short time, and then we
better for them never to have been born. disappear like a vapor.
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Chapter 7

8

Finishing something is better than
starting something,

and being patient is better than being
It is better that other people honor us
proud.
than to have ﬁne perfume.
9
Do not quickly lose your temper,
The day that we die is better than the
day that we are born.
because it is foolish people who be2
It is better to go to a house where peo- come very angry.
10
ple are mourning about someone who has
Do not say, “Things were a lot better
died
previously,”
1

than to go to a house where people
because it is only foolish people who
are feasting,
say that.
because everyone will die some day,

11

Being wise is like inheriting valuable
and people should think about when things.
they will die.
There are lasting beneﬁts for anyone
3
It is better to be sad than to be always on earth who is wise.
laughing,

12

We are sometimes protected by being
wise,
because when we are sad, we
can think better about the things that will
as we are sometimes protected by
make us wise and happy.
having a lot of money.
4

Wise people go to where others are
However, being wise is better than havmourning to comfort them,
ing a lot of money,
but foolish people only search for
because being wise prevents us from
those who are laughing.
doing foolish things that would cause us
5
It is better to pay attention to someone to die.

who is rebuking you

13

Think carefully about what God has
than to listen to the songs of a foolish done.
person.
Certainly no one can cause to become
straight
6
By listening to foolish people laughing

the things that God has caused to be
we will not learn anymore than by
listening to the crackling of thorns being crooked.
14
burned under a pot.
When things are going well for you,
be happy,
Listening to fools is senseless.
and when things are not going well
When wise people say to others, “You
for
you,
must pay me a lot of money for me to protect you,”
remember that God is the one who
that causes those wise people to be- causes good things to happen
7

come foolish.

and who also causes disasters.

Those who accept bribes become unYet God does not reveal to anyone exable to do what is right.
actly what his future holds.
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During all the time that I have been
alive I have seen many things that seem
senseless.

but I was not able to do it.
24

Wisdom seems to be far from me.

There is no one who can truly underI have seen righteous people die while
stand everything.
they were still young,
25
But I decided to investigate things and
and I have seen wicked people remain
alive for a very long time

by my wisdom try to understand the
reason
for everything.
in spite of their continuing to be
wicked.
I also wanted to understand why people
16
act
wickedly
So do not think that you are very righteous,

and why they act very foolishly.
and do not think that you are very

26

One thing I learned was that allowing a woman to seduce you is worse than
because if you think those things, you dying.
will destroy yourself.
A woman who tries to seduce men is
wise,

If you do what is evil or do what is as dangerous as a trap.
foolish,
If you allow her to put her arms around
you might die while you are still you, it will be as though she is fastening
you with chains.
young.
17

Women like that will capture sinful
Continue to try to become wise and
men,
do what is right.
18

Both of those things are found in the
but men who please God will escape
person who always respects God.
from such women.
19

If you are wise, you will be more pow- 27 This is what I have learned. I tried to
erful
learn more and more about things to try
28
than the ten most powerful men in to ﬁnd out the reason for everything,
and I continued to try to learn more, but I
your city.
could not ﬁnd all that I was searching for.
20
There is no one in this world who But one thing that I found out was that
always does what is right,
among one thousand people I found one
righteous man, but I did not ﬁnd even one
who never sins.
righteous woman. 29 I have learned only
21
Do not pay attention to everything this: That when God created people, they
that people say,
were righteous, but they have found many
because if you do that, you might hear ways to complicate their own lives.
your servant curse you.
22

After all, you yourself know very well
that you have also cursed other people.

Chapter 8

23

I said to myself that I would use my wis1
I will tell you about those who are truly
dom to study all the things that I have writwise,
ten about,
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with the result that they can explain cities where they had done evil deeds. It
why everything happens.
was diﬃcult to understand why that happens.
Being wise enables people to be happy
11
If evil people are not immediately punand enables them to smile.
ished, it causes other people to also want
2
You solemnly promised God that you to do evil things. 12 But even if sinful peowould obey what the king commands, so ple commit a hundred crimes, and even
do that. 3 Do not do anything rashly when if they live for a long time, I know that
it concerns the king. And do not join with things will go better for those who honor
those who want to rebel against him, be- and revere God. 13 I also know that things
cause the king will do what he wants to will not go well go for those who are evil,
do. 4 We need to obey what the king says because they do not honor God. Shadows
more than we need to obey what anyone do not last a long time. Similarly, evil peoelse says, for no one can say to the king, ple will not live a long time.
“Why are you doing that?”
14
Another thing that sometimes happens
5
If you obey what the king commands, on this earth is that bad things happen
to righteous people, and good things haphe will not harm you.
pen to evil people. It is diﬃcult to underSo be wise, and know the correct time stand why that happens. 15 So I decided
to do things and the right way to do them. that I would recommend that people be
6
Although people experience many happy while they are alive, because the
best thing that people can do here on this
troubles,
earth is to eat and drink and be happy. Enthere is a right way to do them and a joying those things will help people while
right time to do them.
they do their work, all the days that God
7
No one knows what will happen in the has given to them to remain alive here on
the earth.
future,
16
I thought about being wise and about
so there is no one who can tell him
people
who work very hard on this earth,
what is going to happen.
working day and night and not taking
8
We cannot control our breathing,
time to sleep. 17 Then I thought about evand we cannot control when we will erything that God has done, and I realized
that no one can understand everything
stop breathing and die.
that happens here on this earth. Truly,
Soldiers are not permitted to go home people are not able to fully understand evduring a battle,
erything that God does, even if they try
and evil people will not be saved by hard to do that. Even if wise people claim
that they understand it all, they cannot.
doing what is evil.
9

I thought about all those things, and
I thought about all the other things that
happen on this earth. I saw that sometimes people are able to do severe harm
to others. 10 I also saw that sometimes 1 I thought about all those things, and I deafter evil people die, they are highly hon- cided that God controls what happens to
ored at their funerals by the people in the everyone, even those who are wise and

Chapter 9

927

ECCLESIASTES
6
those who are righteous. No one knows
While they were alive, they loved peowhether others will love them or whether ple, they hated people, they envied peothey will hate them.
ple,
2

But we know that some time in the future
but they stop doing any of that when
we will all die.
they die.
It does not matter whether we act righThey will never again be a part of anyteously or wickedly,
thing that happens here on the earth.
whether we are good or whether we 7 So I say, be joyful while you eat your food
are bad,
and drink your wine, because that is what
8
whether we are acceptable for worship- God wants you to do. Wear nice clothes
and cause your face to have a good aping God
pearance. 9 Enjoy living with your wife
or whether we have done things to whom you love, all during the time that
cause us to be unacceptable.
God has given to you to be alive here on
It does not matter if we offer sacriﬁces this earth. Even though it is diﬃcult to
understand why many things happen, this
to God or if we do not.
life with your wife is your reward for doIt does not matter if we do what we have ing the work that you do here on this earth.
promised God that we will do or if we do 10 Whatever you are able to do, do it with
not.
all your energy, because at some point you
will die, and in the place of the dead where
We all die.
you are going, no one works or plans to
The same thing will happen to good peo- do anything or knows anything or has any
ple and to sinful people,
wisdom.
to those who solemnly promise to do 11
I have seen something else here on the
things for God and to those who are afraid
earth:
to make such promises.
The person who runs fastest does not
3
It seems wrong that the same thing hapalways win the race,
pens to everyone on this earth. Everyone
the strongest soldiers do not always win
dies. Furthermore, people’s inner beings
are full of evil. People do foolish things the battle,
while they are alive, and then they join
the wisest people do not always have
those who are dead. 4 While we are alive,
food,
we can expect that good things will hapthe smartest people do not always bepen to us. We despise dogs, but it is better
to be a dog that is alive than to be a majes- come rich,
tic lion that is dead.
and the people who have studied a lot
We who are alive know that some day are not always honored by others.
we will die,
We cannot always control what things
will
happen to us and where they will hapbut dead people do not know anything.
pen.
Dead people do not receive any more
12
No one knows when he will die.
rewards,
5

and people soon forget them.

Fish are cruelly caught in a net,

928

ECCLESIASTES
and birds are caught in snares.

if they think foolishly, it causes them
to do what is wrong.

Similarly, people experience disasters

3

Even while foolish people walk along
at times when they do not expect them the road,
to happen.
they show that they do not have good
13
Once I saw here on this earth something sense.
that a wise man did that impressed me.
14
They show everyone that they are not
There was a small town, where only
a few people lived. The army of a great wise.
4
king came to that town and surrounded
Do not quit your job when a ruler is
it. They built dirt ramps up against the angry with you.
walls in order to climb up and attack the
If you remain calm, he will probably
town. 15 In that town there was someone
stop being angry.
who was poor but very wise. Because of
5
There is something else that I have
what that person suggested, the town was
saved, but people soon forgot about him. seen here on this earth,
16
So I realized that although being wise is
something that rulers sometimes do
better than being strong, if you are poor, that is wrong:
no one will appreciate what you do, and
6
they appoint foolish people to have
people will soon forget what you said.
important positions,
17
A wise man who speaks quietly—
while they appoint rich people to have
people hear him better
unimportant positions.
than they hear a king who is shouting
7
They allow slaves to ride on horses
to a foolish crowd.
like rich people usually do,
18
Being wise is more useful
but they force oﬃcials to walk like
slaves usually do.
than having a lot of weapons;
8

however, if a person does just one foolish thing,

It is possible that those who dig pits
will fall into one of those pits.

he might ruin many good things that
It is possible that someone who tears
others have done.
down a wall

Chapter 10

will be bitten by a snake that is in that
wall.
9

If you work in a quarry,

it is possible that a stone will fall on
A few dead ﬂies in a bottle of perfume you and injure you.
cause all the perfume to stink.
It is possible that men who split logs
Similarly, a small amount of actwill be injured by one of those logs.
ing foolishly can have a greater effect than
10
acting wisely.
If your axe is not sharp,
1

2

If people think sensibly, it will lead
you will need to work harder to cut
them to do what is right;
down a tree,
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but by using wisdom, you will succeed.

Eating food and drinking wine makes
us
laugh
and be happy.
11
If a snake bites someone before the
snake is charmed,
If you have enough money, you can
then that person’s ability to charm buy everything you need.
snakes will not beneﬁt him.

20

Do not even think about cursing the

Wise people say what is sensible, and king,
because of that, people honor them,
or about cursing rich people, even
when
you
are alone in your bedroom.
but foolish people are destroyed by
12

what they themselves say.

It is always possible that a little bird will
13
When foolish people start to talk, they hear what you are saying
say foolish things,
and tell those people what you said
and they end by saying things that are about them.
both wicked and foolish.
14

They talk too much.

None of us knows what will happen in
the future,
or what will happen after we die.

Chapter 11
1

Give generously to others some of the
money that you have;

if you do that, later you will get back
Foolish people become very exan
equal
amount.
hausted by the work that they do,
15

2
Share some of what you have with
with the result that they are even
seven or eight others,
unable to ﬁnd the road to their town.

because you do not know when you
Terrible things will happen to the
people of a nation whose ruler is a foolish will experience a disaster and will need
their help.
young person,
16

3
It is true that when clouds are full of
whose leaders continually eat, all
water,
during the day, every day.
17

But how fortunate is a nation if its
ruler comes from a noble family,

they pour rain on the earth.

Similarly, wherever a tree falls on the
if its leaders feast only at the proper ground,
times,
that is where it will remain.

and if they eat and drink only to be
4
If farmers see in what direction the
strong, not to become drunk.
wind is blowing,
18
Some men are very lazy and do not
they will know whether it is wise at
repair the beams of their roof,
that time to plant things or not.
with the result that the roof sags and
It is also true that if farmers look at the
collapses.
clouds and see that they are blowing from
the west and will bring rain,
If they do not repair the roof,
water will leak into the house when
they will not try to harvest their crops
on that day.
it rains.
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We do not know where the wind comes
because we will not remain young and
from or where it goes,
strong forever.
and we do not know how bodies are
formed in a woman’s womb.
Similarly, God is the one who makes
everything,

Chapter 12

1
While you are still young, keep thinkand we cannot fully understand what
ing about God, who created you.
he does.
Do that before you are old and you
6
Start planting your seeds in the mornexperience many troubles,
ing,
during the years when you say,
and do not stop planting them until
“I no longer enjoy being alive.”
the evening,
2
When you become old, the light from
because you do not know which ones
the
sun
and moon and stars will seem dim
will grow better,
to you,
the ones you plant in the morning or
and it will seem that the rain clouds
the ones you plant later in the day,
always return quickly after it rains.
or whether both will grow well.
3
Then your arms that you use to protect
7
It is very delightful to be alive
yourself,
and see the sun rise every morning.
and your legs that support your body
8
Even if people live for many years,
will become weak.
they should enjoy all of them.
Many of the teeth that you use to grind
your
food will fall out,
But they should not forget that some
day they will die
and your eyes that you use to look out
and then they will never be able to of windows will not see clearly.
4
see any light again,
Your ears will no longer hear the noise

and they do not know what will hap- in the streets,
pen to them after they die.
and you will no longer be able to hear
You young people, be happy while you clearly the sound of people grinding grain
with millstones.
are still young.
9

You will be awakened in the morning
Enjoy doing the things that you want
by hearing the birds singing,
to do.
but you will not be able to hear well
But do not forget that God will judge
the songs that the birds sing.
you one day
concerning all the things that you do.

5

You will be afraid to be in high places

and afraid of dangers on the roads
So when you are young, do not worry
that you walk on.
about anything,
10

Your hair will become white like the
and do not pay attention to the pains
ﬂowers of almond trees.
that you have in your body,
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When you try to walk, you will drag Trying to study them all will be an endless
yourself along like grasshoppers,
task.
13
Now you have heard all that I have
and you will no longer desire a woman
told you,
at all.

Then you will die and go to your eternal
home,

and here is the conclusion:

break easily,

good things and bad things,

or like pitchers that are broken at the
water fountain,

even things that we do secretly.

Revere God, and obey his commandand the people who will mourn for ments,
you will be in the streets.
because those commandments sum6
Think much about God now, because marize everything that people should do.
14
soon our lives will end,
And do not forget that God will judge
everything
that we do,
like silver chains or golden bowls that

or like broken pulleys at a well.
7

Then our corpses will decay and become dirt again,
and our spirits will return to God, the
one who gave us our spirits.
8

So I, the Teacher, say again that everything is temporary and useless.
9

I, the Teacher, was considered to be
a very wise man, and I taught the people many things. I assembled and wrote
down many proverbs, and I carefully
thought about them and put them in order. 10 I searched for words that would
be pleasing to hear, and what I have written is reliable and true.
11

The things that I and other wise people
say give directions, and they are like nails
that ﬁx things together and last a long
time. When people follow clear and understandable directions, they know what
is right, and, so then they can do it. The
sayings of the wise are like our shepherd
who guides us where we need to go. 12
So, my son, pay careful attention to what I
have written, and choose carefully what
you read that others have written. This
work of writing many books is endless.
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Chapter 1

my brothers were angry with me,
so they forced me to work out in the
sunshine in the vineyards,

so I was not able to take good care
of my body. The woman speaking to her
1
This is King Solomon’s most beautiful lover
7
song. The young woman speaking to herYou whom I love, where will you take
self
your ﬂock of sheep today?
2
I wish he would kiss me on my lips,
Where will you allow them to rest at
The woman speaks to her lover
noontime?
because your love for me is more
I want to know because it is not right
delightful than wine.
for me to wander around like a prostitute
3

The fragrance of the perfume on your
looking for you among the ﬂocks that
skin is very sweet.
belong to your friends. Her lover answerAnd your honor is very great and is ing her
spreading,

8

attracted to you.

follow the tracks of the sheep.

You who are the most beautiful of all
like the fragrance of the special oil the women,
that you have put on your skin.
if you search for me and do not know
where
I will take my sheep,
That is why the other young women are
4

Take me quickly;

Then allow your young goats to graze
near
the shepherds’ tents.
take me to your home. The woman
9
speaking to herself
You are beautiful, my darling, like one
of the young female horses
He is like a king to me;
that pull the chariots belonging to the
he has brought me into his bedroom.
king of Egypt.
The woman speaking to her lover
10
Your earrings are decorations for your
I am very happy about you;
cheeks,
my love for you is better than wine.
and there are strings of beads around
It is not surprising that the other young your neck.
women adore you. The woman speaking
11
I will make for you some gold earrings
to the other women
that are decorated with silver. The
5
You women of Jerusalem,
woman speaking to herself
I am dark but beautiful;
12
While the king was on his couch,
my dark skin is like the tents in Kedar,
the smell of my perfume spread
or like the beautiful curtains in around the room.
Solomon’s palace.
13
The man who loves me stays between
6
But do not stare at me because the sun my breasts during the night like a bag of
has made my skin dark.
perfume tied around my neck.
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He is like a bunch of ﬂowers from the
where he made love to me as if he were
vineyards at En Gedi. Her lover speaking covering me with his love. The woman
to her
speaking to her lover
15

5

Refresh me and strengthen me with
your lovemaking.

You whom I love, you are beautiful;
you are very beautiful!

Your eyes are as delightful as doves.
The woman speaking to her lover
16

You who love me, you are very delightful,
you are wonderful!

It is like eating raisins and other fruit,
because I want you to love me even
more. The woman speaking to herself
6

I hope he puts his left arm under my
head

and holds me close with his right arm.
This green grass in the country- The woman speaking to the other women
side will be like a couch where we can lie
7
You young women of Jerusalem,
down.
I want you to take an oath, while the
17
Branches of cedar trees will shade us;
does and gazelles are listening, that you
the ﬁr branches overhead are like a will not
roof for us.
cause us to desire love
until the right time comes.
woman speaking to herself

Chapter 2

8

me.

The woman speaking to her lover

The

I hear the voice of the man who loves

It is as though he is leaping over the
I am like an insigniﬁcant ﬂower in the mountains
plains,
and skipping over the hills
like an insigniﬁcant lily growing in a
9
like a deer or a gazelle.
valley. The man speaking to her
Now he is standing outside the wall
2
Among all the other young women,
of our house,
you, the one whom I love, are like a
looking in the window,
lily growing among thorns! The woman
speaking to herself
and peering through the lattice.
1

10

3

Among all the other men, this man is
the one who loves me; he is like a tree that
grows in the forest.
sun.

4

”You whom I love, get up;
my beautiful one, come with me!

Under his shade I am safe from the

When he is close to me, it is like eating
sweet fruit.
He led me to the room where I feasted
on his love,

He spoke to me and said,

11

Look, the winter has ended;
the rain has stopped.

12

The ﬂowers are blooming throughout
the country.
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we hear the pigeons cooing.
13

but he did not.
2

There are young ﬁgs on the ﬁg trees,

So I said to myself,

”I will get up now and walk around the
and there are blossoms on the
city,
grapevines
through the streets and plazas,

and their fragrance ﬁlls the air.

to search for the one whom I love with
all my heart.”

You whom I love, get up;
my beautiful one, come with me!

So I got up and went out to look for him,

14

You are like a dove hiding in the rocky
cliff.

but I could not ﬁnd him.
3

Show me your face,

The city watchmen saw me
while they were patrolling in the city.

and allow me to hear your voice,

I asked them,

because your voice is sounds sweet,

“Have you seen the one whom I love
and your face is lovely.” The woman
with
all my heart?”
speaking to the man
4
As soon as I walked past them,
15
There are other men who ruin women
as wild dogs ruin vineyards;

do not allow those men to attack me.

I found the one whom I love with all
my heart.
I clung to him and would not let him go

16

This man whom I love—I belong to
him, and he belongs to me.
He takes great pleasure in kissing my

until I brought him to my mother’s
house,

to the room where my mother had
conceived me. The woman speaking to
as sheep love to graze in pastures. The
the other women
woman speaking to her lover
5
You women of Jerusalem,
17
You whom I love, you must go away
solemnly promise me, while the
before dawn, when the darkness disapdoes
and
gazelles are listening, that you
pears.
will not
Go away quickly, like a gazelle or like
disturb us while we are making love
a young deer running on the high hills.
lips,

Chapter 3
The woman speaking to herself

until we are ready to stop. The young
woman speaking to herself
6

What is that I see coming from the
wilderness,

something that is stirring up dust like
During the entire night while I lay on a column of smoke
my bed,
like smoke from burning myrrh and inI was longing to see the one I love cense
with all my heart.
made from spices imported by mer1

I wanted him to come,

chants?
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It is Solomon’s litter carried by sermoving down the slopes of Mount
vants and
Gilead.
surrounded by sixty bodyguards

2

Your teeth are very white,

chosen from the strongest soldiers in
as white as sheep whose wool people
Israel.
have just cut,
8

They all have swords

as white as sheep that people have just
and they all are trained to use them. washed in a stream.
You have all of your teeth on both sides;
Each one has his sword strapped to his

side

none of them is missing.

and is prepared for dangers that can
happen during the night or day.

3

and your mouth is lovely.

9

King Solomon commanded his servants to make that litter for him;
it was made with wood from Lebanon.
10

The canopy that covered it was held
up by silver posts,
and the back of the litter was embroidered with gold.

Your lips are like a scarlet ribbon,

Beneath your veil,
your cheeks are round and rosy like
the halves of a pomegranate.
4

Your long neck is beautiful, like the
tower of King David
that was built using layers of stone.

The ornaments on the necklaces around
your neck are like a thousand shields
lovingly made by the women of hanging on the walls of a tower;
Jerusalem.
each one belongs to a warrior.
11
You women of Jerusalem,
5
Your breasts are as delicate as two
come and look at King Solomon
young twin deer
The seat was covered with purple cloth

wearing the headdress that his mother
put on his head

eating grass among lilies.
6

on the day when he was married,
the happiest day of his life.

Chapter 4
The woman’s lover speaking to her
1

My darling, you are beautiful,

Until dawn tomorrow morning,

pear,

when the nighttime shadows disap-

I will lie close to your breasts,
because they are like two hills that
smell like sweet spices.
7

My darling, you are completely beautiful;
your body is perfectly formed!

you are very beautiful!

8
My darling, it is as though you were in
Underneath your veil, your eyes are
Lebanon
as gentle as doves.
far away, where I cannot reach you.
Your long black hair moves from side

to side like a ﬂock of black goats

Come back to me.
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It is as though you were on the top of
Mount Hermon

saffron and calamus and cinnamon

and many other kinds of incense,

or the nearby peaks, where I cannot
go to you.

myrrh and aloes
and many other ﬁne spices.

Come from the mountains, where the
lions have their dens

15

and where the leopards live on the
mountains.

You are like a fountain in a garden,
like a spring of clear water

that ﬂows down from the mountains
You who are most dear to me, when I of Lebanon. The young woman speaking
see you,
to her lover
9

you force me to love you

16

I want the north wind and the south
wind
to come,
when I see you look at me, when I see a
little of the jewelry that you wear around
and blow on my garden,
your neck.
in order that the fragrance of the spices
10
My bride, your love for me is delight- will spread through the air.
ful!
Similarly, I want the one who loves me
It more delightful than wine!
to come and enjoy being close to me
The fragrance of your perfume
like someone comes into a garden and
enjoys eating the fruit that grows there.

is more pleasing than any spice!
11

When you kiss me, it is better than
when I eat honey.
Your kisses are as sweet as milk mixed
with honey.
The aroma of your clothes

Chapter 5
The woman’s lover speaking to her
1

is like the aroma of cedar trees in
Lebanon.

You who are most dear to me,
I have come to be next to you.

It will be as though I am gathering
You who are most dear to me, you are
like a garden that the owner keeps locked myrrh with my other spices,
eating my honey and honeycomb,
in order that other men cannot enter
it;
and drinking my wine and my milk.
12

The woman’s lover speaking to her

you are like a spring that is covered
in order that others may not drink
from it.

Friends, enjoy making love;

fully enjoy all that you do with each
You are like an orchard of other. The young woman speaking to herself
pomegranate trees
13

2

full of delicious fruit,

I was asleep, and I had a dream.

and plenty of plants that produce
In it I heard my lover knocking at the
henna and nard spices,
door.
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He said, ”You who are dearer to me than
my sister, my darling, my dear friend, my
perfect one, my dove,

You young women of Jerusalem,
I want you to take an oath

that if you see the man who loves me,

open the door for me!

you will tell him that I want him so
much that I feel sick. The women of the
from the mist that has fallen during city speaking to the young woman
9
the night.”
You who are the fairest among women,
My hair is wet from the dew,

3

But I had already taken off my robe;

why do you think that the one who
I did not want to put it on again to loves you is better than other men?
In what way is he better than other
open the door.
men?
I had already washed my feet;
Why do you want us to swear that
I did not want them to get dirty again.
we will tell him that? The young woman
4
The one who loves me put his hand speaking to the women of the city
through the opening in the door,
10
It is because the man who loves me
and I was thrilled in my inner being is handsome and healthy,
that he was there.
outstanding among other men.
5

I got up to open the door for him,

11

His head is beautiful, like purest gold;

but ﬁrst I put a lot of myrrh on my
hands.

his hair is wavy
and as black as a raven.

It was dripping from my ﬁngers

12

while I unlatched the bolt.

His eyes as gentle as doves
along the streams;

6

I opened the door for the man who
the white parts of his eyes are as white
loves me,
as milk,
but he left.
with what resembles jewels inlaid in
them.

He had turned away and was gone!

13

I was very disappointed.
I searched for him, but I could not ﬁnd
him;

His cheeks are like a garden full of
spice trees
that produce sweet-smelling perfume.
His lips are like lilies

I called him, but he did not answer.

that have myrrh dripping from them.

7

The city watchmen saw me while they
were walking around the city.
They beat me and wounded me
tute;

14

His arms are like gold rods that have
rounded ends,

and that are decorated with precious
because they thought I was a prosti- stones.

those men who were guarding the city
walls took my robe. The young woman
speaking to the women of the city
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His body is like ivory
that is decorated with sapphires.
15

His legs are like marble columns
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that are set in bases made of pure

gold.

you make me tremble, just as if I had
seen a great army approach.

He is majestic, like the mountains of
Lebanon,
16

5

Stop looking at me like that,
because your eyes excite me very

like delightful cedar trees.

much.

His kisses are very sweet;

Your long black hair moves from side
to side like a ﬂock of black goats

he is completely attractive.
You young women of Jerusalem,
this is why the man who loves me is
better than all other men.

Chapter 6
The women of Jerusalem speaking to the
young woman

moving down the slopes of Mount
Gilead.
6

like a ﬂock of sheep whose wool has
just been shorn
and have come up from being washed
in a stream.
You have all of your teeth on both sides;
none of them is missing.

1

You who are the most beautiful of the
women,
gone?

where has the one who loves you

If you tell us which direction he went,

Your teeth are very white

7

Beneath your veil,

your cheeks are like the halves of a
pomegranate. The woman’s lover speaking to himself

8
Even if a king had 60 queens and 80
we will go with you to search for him. concubines
The young woman speaking to herself
and more young women than anyone
2
The one who loves me has come to me, can count,
I, who am like his garden,
9
none of them would be like my dove,
He has come to enjoy my charms,
who is perfect,
to enjoy cuddling embracing me
you who are your mother’s only daugh-

lilies.

and kissing my lips, which are like ter,

whom your mother considers to be
I belong to the one who loves me, and very precious.
the one who loves me belongs to me.
Other young women who see you say
3

that you are fortunate,

He has pleasure in kissing my lips,

like sheep enjoy grazing.
woman’s lover speaking to her
4

My darling, you are beautiful,

The

and the queens and concubines recognize that you are very beautiful. What
the queens and the concubines said

10
Who is this who looks like the dawn,
as Tirzah the capital city of Israel
who is as beautiful to look at as the
and Jerusalem the capital city of Judah are
moon,
beautiful;
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who is an endless mystery?
woman’s lover speaking to himself
11

4

The

Your neck is like a tower made of ivory.

Your eyes sparkle the pools in the city
of Heshbon,

I went down to some walnut trees

near the Bath Rabbim Gate.

to look at the new plants that were
growing in the valley.

Your nose is long, like the tower in
I wanted to see if the grapevines had Lebanon
budded
that faces Damascus.
5
and if the pomegranate trees were
Your head is majestic like Mount
blooming.
Carmel.
12
I was as happy as if
Your long hair is shiny and black;

I were riding in a chariot belonging
it is as though I, your king, am capto a prince. The woman’s lover speaking tured by your tresses.
to her
6
My love, you are so beautiful and
13
You who are the perfect one,
lovely
come back to us, in order that I may
see you! The young woman speaking to
her lover

with all your delights.
7

You are stately like a palm tree,

and your breasts are like grape clusWhy do you want to look at me, the one
ters.
who is perfect,
8
I said to myself, ”I will climb that palm
dancing between two rows of
tree
dancers?
and take hold of those clusters of
dates.”

Chapter 7

The woman’s lover speaking to her
1

You, the daughter of a prince,
have lovely feet in your sandals.

Your curved hips are like jewels

I want your breasts to be also like clusters of grapes that I can feel;
I want your breath to be like the sweet
fragrance of apricots.
9

I want your kisses to be like very
good wine.

When I kiss you, the woman who loves
that have been made by a skilled me,
craftsman.
I want it to be as if it was wine ﬂowing
2
Your navel is like a round bowl
over our mouths and teeth. The young
that I hope will always be full of wine woman speaking to her lover
mixed with spices.

10

Your waist is like a pile of wheat

I belong to the man who loves me,

and he desires me.

with lilies growing around it.

11

You who love me, let us go to the coun3
Your breasts are as delicate as two tryside,
young twin deer.
and sleep in a village somewhere.
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3

And let us go early to the vineyards
to see if the grapevines have budded

Oh yes! He will put his left arm under
my head,

and he will hold me close with his
and if there are blossoms on them
right arm. The woman speaking to the
that have opened,
other women
and see if the pomegranate trees are
4
I want you to promise me, you women
blooming,
of Jerusalem,

and there I will allow you to make
that you will not disturb us while we
love to me.
are making love
13
The mandrake plants are producing
until we are ready to stop.” The
a fragrant odor,
women of Jerusalem speaking

5
and we are surrounded by delightful
Who is that woman who is coming up
pleasures,
from the wilderness,

new ones and old ones,

the woman who is leaning on the man
pleasures that I have been saving to who loves her? The young woman speaking to her lover
give to you, the man who loves me.
I woke you up when you were under
the apricot tree

Chapter 8

at the place where your mother conceived you,

The young woman speaking to her lover

the place where she gave birth to you.

1

I wish that everyone knew that we
love each other, just as they all know that
I have a brother,
my own brother, who nursed at my
mother’s breasts.
Then whenever I met you outside, I
could kiss you,
and no one would criticize me.
2

No one would object if I led you to our
mother’s house,

6

Keep me close to you,
like a seal on your heart,

or like a bracelet on your arm.
Our love for each other is as powerful
as death;
it is as strong as the grave.
It is as though our love for each other
bursts into ﬂames
and burns like a hot ﬁre.

7
Nothing can stop us from loving each
to where our mother, who taught me
other,
so many things, lives.
not even a ﬂood.
I would like to take you to our mother’s

house so I could make love to you there.

If a man tried to cause a woman to
love him by saying he would give her evThat would be as delightful as juice
erything that is in his house,
squeezed from pomegranates, as wine
mixed with spices. The young woman
she would refuse. The young woman’s
speaking to herself
brothers speaking among themselves
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We have a younger sister,

run to me like a gazelle or young deer,

and her breasts are not large yet.
So this is what we should do for her on
the day that we promise some young man
that he can marry her:
9

because I am as delightful as hills of
spices.

If her chest is as ﬂat as a wall,

we will decorate it by putting silver
jewels that are like towers on her.
If she is as ﬂat as a door,
we will decorate her with bits of cedar
wood. The young woman speaking to herself
10

wall,

My chest was previously ﬂat like a

but now my breasts are big like tow-

ers.

So I am delightful to my beloved. The
young woman speaking to himself
11

King Solomon had a vineyard at Baal
Hamon,
and he rented it to people for them to
farm it.
He required each one to pay him one
thousand pieces of silver each year for the
grapes that they harvested.
12

But my body is like my own vineyard,

and you, my lover whom I call
“Solomon,” I am giving it to you.
You do not need to pay me a thousand
pieces of silver to enjoy my body,
but I will give two hundred pieces of
silver to those who take care of me. The
woman’s lover speaking to her
13

You are staying in the gardens,

my friends are listening to your voice;
so allow me to hear it, too! The young
woman speaking to her lover
14

You who love me, come to me quickly;
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There are open wounds, cuts, and sores
that have not been cleaned or bandaged,

Chapter 1

and no one has put oil on them to heal
them.

1

7
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, that
Enemies have ruined your country;
Yahweh showed him about Judah and
they have burned your towns, and
Jerusalem during the years of Uzziah,
there is no one left.
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of JuForeigners plunder the crops in your
dah.
ﬁelds
while you watch;
2
Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth, bethey destroy everything that they see.
cause this is what Yahweh said:
8
The city of Jerusalem has become as
”I have raised people since they were
small as a shepherd’s hut.
born,

It is like a shelter in a vineyard;

but they have rebelled against me.
3

Oxen know their owners,
and donkeys know who feeds them,

but Israel does not know;

it is like a watchman’s hut in a ﬁeld of
melons.
It is a city surrounded by its enemies
who are waiting to attack it.
9

If Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, had not allowed a few of his peo4
Terrible things will happen to this
ple to survive,
sinful nation, this people group weighted
we would have all been destroyed,
down by their sin,
Israel does not understand.”

like the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
these children of people who do evil
were destroyed.
things,
10
Listen to what Yahweh has to say to
these sons who are unjust.
you, you rulers of Sodom!
They have left Yahweh,
Listen to the law of our God, you
the Holy One of Israel.
people of Gomorrah!
11
They have turned away from him.
“What do your many sacriﬁces mean
5
Why do you do things for which Yah- to me?” says Yahweh;

weh should punish you?

”I do not want any more burnt offerings
of
rams, or the fat of bulls.
Why do you continue to rebel against
him?
The blood of bulls, lambs, or goats does
not make me happy.
You are like someone whose
12

whole mind and heart are sick.
6

From the bottom of the foot to the top
of the head,
nothing is healthy.

When you come to my temple to worship me,
who has told you to tramp around in
my courtyard while you perform all those
rituals?
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19

Stop bringing to me those offerings,
because they are useless to me;
I am disgusted with the incense that
the priests burn!
And your feasts to celebrate the new
moon each month and your Sabbath days
and your other festivals—
I hate them because of the wicked
things that you do!
14

If you are willing to obey me,
you will eat good food from the land.

20

But if you turn away from me and
rebel against me,
your enemies will slaughter you.”
it.

That will happen because Yahweh said
21

At one time you people of Jerusalem
faithfully worshiped only Yahweh,

I hate all your celebrations of the new
but now you have become like prostimoon and the other festivals that you celtutes
who are not faithful to any husband.
ebrate.
The people there always acted justly
They are like a heavy burden that I
and
righteously,
am tired of carrying.
but now your city is full of murderers.

15

So when you lift up your hands to
pray to me,
I will not look at you.

22

Your silver is no longer pure,

and your wine has become mixed
with water.

Even if you pray to me often,

23

I will not listen to you,

Your leaders are rebels;
they are friends of thieves.

because it is as though your hands are
covered with the blood of people whom
you have killed.

They all want to get money

and make others to give them gifts
Wash your hearts and become clean! in order to decide cases in court in their
favor.
Get rid of your evil behavior!
16

They do not defend orphans in court,

Stop doing things that are wrong!
17

Learn to do deeds that are good and
try to cause people to do what is just.

and they do not help widows to get
what they should receive.
24

Therefore Yahweh, commander of
the angel armies, the mighty God of Israel,
and defend orphans and widows when says,
people take them to court.”
”I will get revenge against those who
18
Yahweh says, ”You need to think about are against me,
what you do.
and avenge myself on my enemies.
Even though your sins are like scarlet
25
I will raise my ﬁst to strike you,
red,
and I will punish you severely,
they will be as white as snow;
as though you were silver and I needed
though your sins are like crimson red,
to heat you very greatly to melt you and
they will be as white as sheeps’ wool.
get rid of the impurities.
Stop people from mistreating others,
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2
After that happens, I will give you
In the future, the hill on which Yahgood judges like you had in the past.
weh’s temple is built

You will have wise counselors like
will be the most important place on
you had long ago.
the earth.
Then people will call your city a city
It will be as though it is the highest
where people act righteously,
mountain,
a faithful city.”
as though it has been raised up above
27
Because the people of Jerusalem will all other hills,
do what is fair,
and people from all over the world
will come there.

Yahweh will restore their city,

3

People from many people groups will say
to each other,

and he will save those who repent
because of their righteousness.
28

”Come, let us go up to the hill,

But he will crush rebels and sinners,

to the temple of Yahweh,

and those who forsake him will disappear.

to worship the God whom Jacob worshiped.
”You will be ashamed because you
worshiped idols under the oak trees that
There he will teach us what he desires
you thought were sacred,
us to know,
and you will be disgraced because
in order that our behavior will please
you worshiped idols in the gardens that him.”
you loved so much.
They will teach us in Jerusalem;
30
You will be like a very large tree that
we will learn there what Yahweh
has withered leaves,
desires to tell us.
like a garden that has dried up because
4
Yahweh will listen to the disputes beit has no water.
tween nations,
31
Those among you who are very strong
and he will settle their arguments.
will become like dry wood,
29

Then, instead of ﬁghting against each
and the work they do will be like a
other, they will hammer their swords into
spark.
Both they and the evil things that they plow blades,
do will burn up,

and they will hammer their spears
into
pruning
knives.
and no one will be able to put out the
ﬁre.”
The armies of the nations will no longer
ﬁght against each other,

Chapter 2

and they will not even train men to
ﬁght in battles.

5
You descendants of Jacob,
This is a message that Yahweh gave to
let us behave in the way that we should
Isaiah son of Amoz, in a vision about Jubecause Yahweh is with us!
dah and Jerusalem.
1
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13
Yahweh, you have abandoned us, your
He will get rid of all those who think
people
others should admire them, like the tall
cedar trees in Lebanon,
who are descendants of Jacob,
and like all the great oak trees in the
because everywhere your people pracregion of Bashan.
tice the customs of people who live east of
14
He will get rid of all those who think
Israel.
they are as great as all the high hills,
They also perform rituals to ﬁnd out
as great as the high mountains.
what will happen in the future, like the
people in Philistia do.
15
He will get rid of all those who think

They make agreements with foreign- that they are like high towers
ers who do not know Yahweh.
and high strong walls inside of which
7
they are safe.
Israel is full of silver and gold;
there are very many treasures here.
The land is full of war horses
and war chariots.
8

16

He will destroy all those who are
rich because they own big ships that carry
goods to other countries
and own other beautiful ships, too.

But the land is also full of idols;

17

He will cause people to no longer be
the people worship things that they arrogant,
have made with their own hands.
and he will cause them to stop being
9
So now they will be humbled;
proud.
Yahweh will disgrace them.

On that day people will praise and
honor only Yahweh.

Yahweh, do not forgive them!
10

All you people should crawl into the
caves in the rock cliffs!

18

All idols will disappear then.

19

When Yahweh comes to terrify the
people
on the earth,
You should hide in pits in the ground
they will run to hide in caves in rock
because you will be afraid of Yahweh
cliffs
and of his glorious and awesome
and in holes in the ground,
power.
11

Yahweh will cause you people to no
longer be arrogant

because they are afraid of Yahweh

and of his glorious and awesome

and he will stop you from being proud. power.
20
On that day, people will get rid of all
On that day people will praise and honor
their gold and silver idols
only Yahweh.
12

Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, has chosen a day

that they made to worship,

and they will throw them to the bats
when he will judge those who are and rats.
21
proud, every one of them,
Then they will crawl into caves
and he will humble them.

and hide in holes in the cliffs.
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They will try to escape from Yahweh,
At that time, someone will grab one of
who is coming to punish them;
his brothers in his father’s house and say
They will fear what he will do because to him,

he is glorious and awesome,

when he comes to come to terrify the
people on the earth.
22

So do not trust that people will save

you,

’You still have a coat; people respect
you for that.
So you be our leader!

You rule this city, which is now a pile
of ruins.’
7

because they are as powerless as a
person’s breath.
People certainly cannot help you!

But his brother will reply,
’No, I cannot help you,

because I do not have any extra food or
clothes in this house.
So do not make me your leader!’”

Chapter 3

8

The people in Jerusalem and the other
towns in Judah have disobeyed God,

1

Yahweh, commander of the anbecause everything that the people
gel armies, is about to take away from
do and say there opposes Yahweh,
Jerusalem and other places in Judah
the powerful and glorious one,
everything that you depend on—
and they refuse to obey him.

all food and water.

They rebel against him.

2

He will take away heroes and other
soldiers,
judges and prophets,
people who do rituals to ﬁnd out what
will happen in the future and the elders,
3

army oﬃcers and other important people,
advisors, skilled craftsmen, and those
who perform rituals of magic.
4

Yahweh says, ”I will appoint boys to
be leaders;
young children will rule.
5

They even show on their faces that
they oppose Yahweh.
They are proud about their sins,
like the people of Sodom were long

ago;

they do not try to hide their sins; they
talk about them.
Because of their sins, terrible things will
certainly happen to them.
10

You people must tell the righteous people that good things will happen to them;
they will enjoy the blessings that they
will receive for their good deeds.

People will treat each other cruelly:

bors.

9

people will ﬁght against their neigh-

11

But terrible things will happen to
wicked people;

Young people will say shameful things
Yahweh will pay them back for the
against older people,
evil things that they have done.
12
Youths who have become leaders treat
and vulgar people will sneer at people
my people cruelly,
whom others usually honor.

947

ISAIAH
and women rule over my people.
My people, your leaders are misleading
you;
they are causing you to do all kinds
of evil things.
13

It is as though Yahweh had taken his
place in a courtroom
and were ready to accuse his people
of breaking the covenant between themselves and him.
14

He will stand up to declare why he
should punish the elders and rulers of his
people;
he says, ”The people of Israel are like a
vineyard that I planted,

from the women of Jerusalem all of the
beautiful things they like to wear—the ornaments on their ankles and their headbands, their crescent necklaces, 19 their
earrings and bracelets and veils, 20 their
scarves and ankle bracelets and sashes,
their perfumes and charms. 21 He will
cause others to remove the women’s ﬁnger rings and nose rings, 22 their nice
robes and capes and veils and purses,
23
their mirrors and nice linen clothes,
the ornaments for their heads, and the
shawls.
24

Instead of smelling nice from perfume, they will stink;
instead of beautiful sashes, they will
have ropes around their waists.

but you leaders have made unable to
Instead of having fancy hairdos, they
bear any fruit.
will be bald.
Your houses are full of things that you
Instead of fancy robes, they will wear
have stolen from poor people.
rough sackcloth,
15

You should stop making my people
suffer.

Instead of beauty, scars of branding.

25
Your men will die by their enemies’
It is as though you were pushing the swords,
faces of poor people into the ground.”
and your soldiers will also die in batThat is what Yahweh, commander of tle.
the angel armies, says.
26
People will mourn and cry at the gates
16
Yahweh says this:
of the city.
”The women of Jerusalem are haughty;
The city will be like a woman who

they walk around sticking their chins sits on the ground because all her friends
have deserted her.
out,
and ﬂirting with men with their eyes.
They walk with tiny steps
with bracelets on their ankles that
jingle.”

Chapter 4
1

When that happens, there will be very
17
So the Lord will cause sores to be on few unmarried men.
their heads,
So seven unmarried women will grab
one
man
and say,
and he will cause those beautiful

women in Jerusalem to become bald.

”Allow us all to marry you!

18

We will provide our own food and
At the time that the Lord does that,
he will also cause others to take away clothing.
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All that we want is to no longer be disThen he waited each year to harvest
graced because of not being married.”
some good grapes,
2

But some day, Israel will be very beautiful and great. The people of Israel who
will still be there will be very proud of the
wonderful crops that will grow in their
land. 3 All the people who will remain
in Jerusalem, who did not die when the
enemy destroyed Jerusalem, will belong
to the Lord—all those whose names are
listed among those who live there. 4 That
will happen when the Lord washes away
the guilt of the women of Jerusalem, and
when he stops the violence on the streets
of Jerusalem by punishing the people of
Jerusalem. When he does that, it will be
like a ﬁre that burns up all the impure
things. 5 Then Yahweh will send a cloud
of smoke during the days and a ﬂaming
ﬁre during the nights to cover Jerusalem
and all those who gather there; it will be
like a canopy over God’s glorious presence
in the city. 6 It will shelter the people
from the sun during the daytime and protect them when there are windstorms and
rain.

grapes.
3

says:

but the vines produced only sour

Now this is what my friend Yahweh

”You people of Jerusalem and other
places in Judah,
You are like my vineyard;
so you judge which of us has done
what is right.
4

What more could I have done for you
than what I have already done?

I expected you to be doing good deeds,
so it is disgusting that you were doing
only evil deeds
like the vineyard that produced only
sour grapes!
5

So, I will now tell you what I will do to
Judah, the place that is like my vineyard.
I will cut down the hedges,
ture.

Chapter 5

and my vineyard will become a pas-

I will tear down the walls of the cities

and allow wild animals to trample the
land.
1
Now I will sing a song about Yahweh,
6
my dear friend,
I will cause it to become a wasteland
and about his vineyard.
The vineyard was on a very fertile
hillside.
2

My friend plowed the ground and
cleared away the stones.
Then he planted very good grapevines
on that ground.

where the vines are not pruned and
the ground is not hoed.
It will be a place where briers and
thorns grow.
And I will command that no rain will
fall on it.”
7

The nation of Israel is like the vineyard of Yahweh who is commander of the
In the middle of the vineyard, he built angel armies.
a watchtower,
The people of Judah are like the garden that was pleasing to him.
and he dug a winepress.
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He expected them to be doing what is
just,

until they are completely drunk.
12

They have big parties and provide
but instead, what he saw was people lots of wine.
murdering others.
At their parties, there are people playHe expected that they would be doing ing harps and lyres and tambourines and
righteous deeds,
ﬂutes,
but instead, he heard people shouting
but they never think about what Yahfor someone to help them, because others weh does
were attacking them.
or appreciate what he has created.
8
Terrible things will happen to those
13
So my people will be exiled far away
who keep acquiring houses and ﬁelds
without paying attention to the laws
about who owns the land.

because they do not know about me.

9

opening its mouth to swallow them,

Those who are now very important and
You use your riches to gain more and honored will starve,
more property,
and the other people will die from
and soon there is no more property thirst.
for others to buy,
14
It is as though the place where
and you would be the only land own- the dead people are is eagerly looking for
ers there are in that place.
more Israelite people,
But I heard Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, solemnly declare this:

and a huge number of people will be
”Some day, many houses will have no thrown into that place,
one to live in them,
including their leaders as well as a
even the large and beautiful homes
noisy crowd of people who enjoy living in
will be empty.
Jerusalem.
10
The land that grows vines in this place
15
Yahweh will humble everyone;
should require ten pairs of oxen to work
them,
he will humble everyone who is proud.
16
but this land would not produce enough
But everyone will honor Yahweh, comgrapes to make even twenty liters of wine. mander of the angel armies, the Holy One,
When ten baskets of seed are sown because he has acted justly.

on that land,

God will show that he is holy by doing
that land will only produce one basket righteous deeds.
17
of grain at harvest time.”
Then sheep and lambs will be able to

Terrible things will happen to those ﬁnd good grass to eat;
who get up early each morning
they will pass through the ruined
places to eat the grass.
to begin drinking alcoholic drinks,
11

18
and who stay awake until late at night
Some people who are working hard
drinking a lot more wine
to sin,
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working as hard as if they were dragThat will happen because they rejected
ging behind them the wrong and useless the laws of Yahweh, commander of the anthings that they are doing.
gel armies;
Terrible things will happen to them!

they have despised the messages of
19
They make fun of God and say to him, the Holy One of Israel.
25
That is why Yahweh is extremely an”Quickly do something to punish us!
gry with his people;
We want to see what you will do.
it is as though his hand is raised and
You, the Holy One of Israel, should do he is ready to smash them.
what you are planning to do,
When he does that, the mountains will
because we want to know what it is.” shake,
20
Terrible things will happen to those
and the corpses of people will be scatwho say
tered in the streets like manure.
that evil is good, and that good is evil,

But even when that happens, Yahweh
that darkness is light and that light is will still be very angry;
darkness,
he will be ready to punish his people

that what is bitter is sweet and what again.
26
is sweet is bitter.
Yahweh will send a signal to summon
21
armies
of nations far away;
Terrible things will happen to those
who think that they are wise
it is as though he will whistle to those
and that they are very clever.

22

Terrible things will happen to those
who think that they are heroes
because they are able to drink lots of
wine,

soldiers who are in very remote places on
the earth.

They will come very swiftly toward
Jerusalem.
27

They will not get tired or stumble.
They will not stop to rest or to sleep.

and who boast about being able to
mix good alcoholic drinks.

None of their belts will be loose,
If people offer these corrupt judges
and none of them will have sandals with
money so they will not punish the wicked, broken straps,
they accept that money.
so they will all be ready to ﬁght in
23

These same judges punish innocent battles.
people.
28
Their arrows will be sharp,
24
Therefore, just like ﬁres burn up stuband their bows will be ready to shoot
ble
those arrows in a battle.

and dry grass shrivels up and quickly
Because their horses pull the chariburns in ﬂames,
ots fast, sparks will shoot out from their
it will be as though those people have hooves,
roots that will rot
and the wheels of the chariots will
and have ﬂowers that will wither.

spin like whirlwinds.
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29

They will roar like ﬁerce lions

constantly say sinful things. I will be dethat growl and then pounce on the stroyed because I have seen Yahweh, commander of the angel armies!”
animals they want to kill;
6
Then one of the winged creatures took
they will carry them off,
a hot coal from the altar, using a pair of
and no one will be able to rescue them. tongs. He ﬂew to me 7 and touched my lips
30
Similarly, your enemies will roar over with the coal. Then he said, “Look, this
coal has touched your lips. Now your guilt
the people they are about to kill,
is ended, and your sins are forgiven.”
like the sea roars.
8
Then I heard Yahweh asking, “Whom
On that day, if someone looks across the
shall I send to be a messenger to my peoland,
ple? Who will go and speak for us?” I
he will see only people who are in replied, “I am here. Send me!”
darkness and distress;
9
Then he said,
it will be as though even the sunlight
”You will go and say to the people of
is hidden by dark clouds.
Israel,
’Listen carefully to what I say, but you
will not understand it.

Chapter 6

You will look very carefully,

1

During the year that King Uzziah died,
Yahweh showed me a vision. In the vision,
I saw Yahweh sitting on a throne, high
above everyone else. He was wearing a
very long robe that covered the ﬂoor of
the temple. 2 Above him were hovering
several winged creatures. Each of them
had six wings. They covered their faces
with two of their wings, they covered their
feet with two of their wings, and they ﬂew
using two of their wings. 3 They were calling to each other, saying,

but you will not understand.’
10

I will cause you people to be unable
to care;
and I will cause you people to not be
able to hear,
and I will cause you people to not be
able to see.
Otherwise you would see with your
eyes and you would recognize what it is
you are looking at,

and you would hear with your ears
”Yahweh, commander of the angel
and be able to understand what you have
armies, is holy;
heard,
he is completely holy!
and you would care deeply and with
The entire earth is ﬁlled with his glory.”
understanding,
4
When they spoke, the sound of their cries
and you would turn to me so I might
caused the foundation beneath the doorsave you and not punish you.”
posts of the temple to shake, and the tem11
Then I said, “How long do you want me
ple was ﬁlled with smoke.
to continue to do that?”
5
Then I said, “Terrible things will happen to me, because everything that I say
He replied, ”Do it until their cities are
is sinful, and I live among people who ruined by their enemies,

952

ISAIAH
until no one is living in their houses, unable to harm his country any more than
completely burned-out coals could harm
do it until all the crops are stolen from
him. 5 Yes, they are planning against him
their ﬁelds
and saying, 6 ‘We will attack Judah and
and the ﬁelds are ruined.
conquer it. Then we will appoint Tabeel’s
7
12
But this is
Do it until Yahweh has exiled every- son to be the king of Judah.’
what
Yahweh,
the
Lord,
says:
one far away,
’It will not happen;

and the whole land of Israel is deserted.

They will not conquer Jerusalem!

13

If even one tenth of the people survive
and stay there,

8

The capital of Aram is Damascus,

but Damascus is ruled only by its
their enemies will invade the land unimportant King Rezin.
again and burn everything.
And as for Israel, within sixty-ﬁve years
But just like when they cut down an oak it will be conquered and completely detree and leave a stump, and new shoots stroyed.
grow from that,
9
Israel’s capital is Samaria, and
the people who remain in this land Samaria is ruled only by its insigniﬁcant
will be a group that is set apart for me.”
King Pekah.
So you do not need to be afraid of
those two countries!

Chapter 7

But you must trust me, because if you
do not trust me ﬁrmly,

1

Ahaz was the son of Jotham and grandyou will be defeated.’”
son of Uzziah. During the time that Ahaz
was the king of Judah, King Rezin of Aram 10 Later, Yahweh gave me another mesand King Pekah of Israel marched with sage to tell to King Ahaz. 11 He said to tell
their armies to attack Jerusalem. But they him, “Request me, Yahweh your God, to do
could not conquer it.
something that will enable you to be sure
2
Before they attacked, everyone in the that I will help you. What you request can
palace in Jerusalem heard news that be in a place that is as high as the sky or
Aram and Israel were now allies. So King as low as the place where the dead people
Ahaz and the people over whom he ruled are.”

were extremely afraid; they were shaking 12 But when I told that to the king, he relike trees shake in a windstorm.
fused. He said, “No, I will not ask Yahweh
3
Then Yahweh said to me, ”Take your to do something to prove that he will help
son Shear-Jashub, and go to talk with King us.”
Ahaz. He is at the end of the aqueduct
that brings water into the upper reservoir,
near the road to the place where women
wash clothes. 4 Tell Ahaz to stop worrying.
Tell him that he does not need to be afraid
of those two kings, Rezin and Pekah. They
are very angry with Judah, but they are

13

Then I said to him, ”You people who
are descendants of King David, listen! You
are causing me to be tired of being patient.
Are you also going to cause my God to stop
being patient with you? 14 Yahweh himself will do something for you to prove
that he will help you. Listen to this: A
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young woman will become pregnant and
give birth to a son. She will name him
Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’
15
By the time that child is old enough to
eat curds and honey, he will be able to reject what is evil and choose what is good.
16
And before that child is old enough to
do that, the lands of the two kings that
you are very afraid of will be deserted. 17
But then Yahweh will cause you and your
family and your entire nation to experience terrible disasters. Those disasters
will be worse than any disasters that have
occurred since the country of Israel separated from Judah. Yahweh will cause the
army of the king of Assyria to attack you!”
18

At that time, it will be as though Yahweh
will whistle to summon the army from the
south of Egypt as well as the army of Assyria. They will come and surround your
country like ﬂies and bees. 19 They will all
come and settle everywhere—in the narrow valleys and caves in the rock cliffs, on
land where there are thornbushes as well
as on the fertile land. 20 At that time Yahweh will hire the king of Assyria to come
with his army from east of the Euphrates
River. They will get rid of everything
in your land—the crops and the people.
They will destroy everything thoroughly;
it will be like a barber shaving not only a
man’s hair but his beard and the hair on
his legs. 21 When that happens, a farmer
will be able to keep alive only one young
cow and two goats. 22 However, those animals will give plenty of milk, with the result that the farmer will have curds to eat.
And because there will not be many people left in the land, all the people who remain there will have plenty of milk and
23
Now there are many areas
honey.
where there are vineyards that are worth
one thousand pieces of silver, but at that
time there will be only briers and thorns
in those ﬁelds. 24 There will be only briers
and thorns in the entire land, and wild an-

imals, with the result that men will take
their bows and arrows and go there to
hunt and kill animals. 25 No one will go to
where there previously were gardens on
fertile hillsides, because briers and thorns
will cover those hillsides. They will be areas where only a few cattle and sheep and
goats wander around searching for something to eat.

Chapter 8
1

Then Yahweh said to me, “Make a large
signboard. And write clearly on it, ‘MaherShalal-Hash-Baz’ which means ‘quickly
plunder and steal everything’.” 2 So I
requested Uriah the high priest and Jeberekiah’s son Zechariah, men who were
both honest witnesses, to watch me as I
was doing that.
3

Then I slept with my wife, who was a
prophetess, and she became pregnant and
then gave birth to a son. Then Yahweh
said to me, ”Give him the name MaherShalal-Hash-Baz, 4 because before he is
old enough to say ‘papa’ or ‘mama’, the
king of Assyria will come with his army
and take away all the valuable things in
Damascus and in Samaria.”
5

Yahweh spoke to me again and said, ”Tell
the people of Judah:
6

I have taken good care of you people,

but you have rejected that, thinking
that my help was very small,
like the small canal through which water ﬂows from the spring of Gihon into
Jerusalem.
Instead, you have been happy to
request help from King Rezin and King
Pekah.
7

Therefore, I, the Lord, will soon cause
the powerful army of the king of Assyria,
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which will be like a great ﬂood from the
Euphrates River, to attack the people of Judah.

the one you must give an account to.
14

Yahweh will protect you.

But as for the other people in Israel and
Their soldiers will be everywhere in
Judah,
your country, like a river that overﬂows
Yahweh will be like a stone that causes
all its banks.
people to stumble,
8
Those soldiers will go all over Judah,
like a rock that causes them to fall
like a river whose water rises as high
down.
as a person’s neck.
And as for the people of Jerusalem,
Their army will spread over the land
he will be like a trap or a snare.
quickly, like an eagle,
and they will cover your entire land!
But I, your God, will be with you!”

15

down

and never get up again.

9

Listen, all you people in distant countries!
You can prepare to attack Judah.
You can prepare for battle, and shout
your war cries,
but your armies will be crushed!

Many people will stumble and fall

They will experience great troubles;
mies.”

they will be captured by their ene-

16

So I say to you who are my disciples,
seal up this scroll

on which I have written the messages
You can prepare for what you will do
that God has given to me,
to attack Judah,
and give his instructions to others who
but what you plan to do will be usehave accompanied me.
less!
17
I will wait to see what Yahweh will
You will not succeed,
do.
because God is with us!
He has rejected the descendants of Ja11
Yahweh strongly warned me not to act cob,
like the other people in Judah did. He said
but I will conﬁdently expect him to
to me,
help me.
12
”Do not say that everything that
18
I and the children that Yahweh has
people do is conspiring against the governgiven to me are like signs to warn the peoment,
ple of Israel;
like other people say,
we are warnings from Yahweh, comand do not be afraid of the things that mander of the angel armies,
other people are afraid of.
the one who lives in his temple on
13
I, Yahweh, commander of the angel Mount Zion in Jerusalem.
armies, am the one you should consider to 19
Some people may urge you to consult
be holy.
those who talk with the spirits of dead peoI am the one you should fear,
ple or with those who say that they receive
10
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messages from those spirits. They whisper and mutter about what we should do
in the future. But God is the one whom
we should ask to guide us! It is ridiculous
for people who are alive to request spirits
of dead people to tell us what we should
do! 20 Pay attention to God’s instructions
and teaching! If people do not say things
that agree with what God teaches us, what
they say is worthless. It is as though those
people are in darkness. 21 They will wander through the land, worried and hungry. And when they become very hungry,
they will become very angry. They will
look up toward heaven and curse God and
will also curse their king. 22 They will look
around the land and see only trouble and
darkness and things that cause them to despair. And then they will be thrown into
very black darkness.

like people rejoice when they harvest
their crops,
or like soldiers rejoice
when they divide up among themselves the things that they have captured
in battle.
4

You will cause us to no longer be slaves
of those who captured us;
you will lift the heavy burdens from
our shoulders.
It will be as though you have broken the
weapons of those who oppressed us,
like you did when you destroyed the
army of the Midian people group.
5

The boots that the enemy soldiers wore

and their clothing which has stains of
blood on them
will all be burned up;

Chapter 9
1

they will be fuel for a big ﬁre.
6

Another reason that we will rejoice is
that a special child will be born for us,

However, those in Judah who were disa woman will give birth to a son,
tressed will not continue to suffer. Previously, Yahweh humbled the people in
and he will be our ruler.
the land where the tribes of Zebulun and
And his names will be ‘Wonderful
Naphtali live. But in the future he will
Counselor,’ ‘Mighty God,’ ‘Our Everlasting
honor the people who live in the region
Father,’ and ‘King who causes us to have
of Galilee, along the road between the
Peace.’
Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea,
7
His rule and the peace that he brings
where many foreigners live.
will never end.
2
Some day in the future, it will be
He will rule fairly and justly,
as though the people who walked in darkness have seen a bright light.
like his ancestor King David did.
Yes, a bright light will shine on those
This will happen because Yahweh,
who live in a land where they now have commander of the angel armies, greatly
great troubles.
desires that it happen.
3

8
Yahweh, you will cause us people in
The Lord has warned the descendants
Israel to rejoice;
of Jacob;

we will become very happy.

he has said that he will punish Israel.

9-10
And all the people in Samaria and
We will rejoice about what you have
other places in Israel will know that,
done
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15

but they are now very proud and
arrogant.

They said, ”Our city has been destroyed, tail.

The leaders of Israel are the head,
and the prophets who tell lies are the

16
but we will take away the broken
The leaders of the people have misled
bricks from the ruins
them;

and replace them with carefully cut
they have caused the people that they
stones.
are ruling to be confused.
17
Our sycamore ﬁg trees have been cut
For that reason, Yahweh is not pleased
down by our enemies,
with the young men of Israel,
but we will plant cedar trees in their
and he does not even act mercifully
place.”
toward the widows and orphans,
11
But Yahweh will bring the armies
because they are all ungodly and
of Assyria, the enemies of King Rezin of wicked,
Aram, to ﬁght against Israel
and they all say things that are foolish.
and incite other nations to attack IsBut Yahweh still is angry with them;
rael.
12
he is ready to strike them with his ﬁst
The army of Aram will come from the
again.
east,

and the army of Philistia will come
from the west,
and they will destroy Israel

18

When people do wicked things,

it is like a brush ﬁre that spreads
rapidly.

like a wild animal tears another animal apart and devours it.

It burns up not only briers and thorns;

But even after that happened, Yahweh
will still be very angry with them.

from which clouds of smoke will rise.

it starts a big ﬁre in the forests

19
It is as though the whole land is
He will be ready to strike them with burned black
his ﬁst again.
because Yahweh, commander of the
13
But even though Yahweh will punish
angel armies, is extremely angry with the
his people like that,
Israelite people.
they still will not return to him and
They will become like fuel for that great
worship him.
ﬁre,
They still will not request Yahweh,
and no one will try to rescue even his
commander of the angel armies, to assist
own brother from that ﬁre.
them.
20
The Israelite people will attack their
14
Therefore, in one day Yahweh will get
neighbors who live in houses at the right
rid of those who are like Israel’s head and
to get food from them,
those who are like its tail;
but they will still be hungry.
the ones who are like the top of the

palm tree and the ones who are like the
They will kill and eat the ﬂesh of those
bottom.
who live in houses at the left,
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but their stomachs will still not be

full.

He will still be ready to strike you again
with his ﬁst.

5
Yahweh says, ”Terrible things will hapIsraelites of the tribes of Manasseh
pen to Assyria.
and Ephraim will attack each other,
It is true that their army is like a rod or
and then they will both attack the
a
club
with which I punish other nations
people of Judah.
because I am very angry with those
But even after that happens, Yahweh
nations.
will still be very angry with them;
21

6
Sometimes I send the Assyrians to atHe will be ready to strike them with
tack a godless nation,
his ﬁst again.
to ﬁght against other people who have
caused me to be angry.

Chapter 10

I send them to capture people and to
seize and take away their possessions,

and to trample them like people walk
Terrible things will happen to you
on mud in the streets.
judges who are unjust
7
But the king of Assyria does not underand who make unfair laws.
stand;
2
You refuse to help poor people,
he does not realize that he is only like
and you do not allow them to get the a weapon in my hand.
things that they should get.
He only wants to destroy people,
You allow people to steal things from
to get rid of many nations.
widows
8
He says, ’All of my army commanders
and do unfair things to children with- will soon be kings of these nations that I
out fathers.
conquer!
3
9
When I punish you
We destroyed the city of Kalno as
we
destroyed
the city of Carchemish.
by sending people from distant lands
1

to cause you disasters,

We destroyed the city of Hamath as we
destroyed the city of Arpad;

to whom will you run to get help?

we destroyed Samaria just like we
Your valuable possessions will cerdestroyed Damascus.
tainly not be safe anywhere.
10
We were able to destroy all those king4
You will be able only to stumble along doms that were full of the images of their
as your enemies take you away with other gods,
prisoners,
kingdoms whose gods were stronger
or else your corpses will lie on the than the gods in Jerusalem and Samaria.
ground with others who have been killed.
11
So we will defeat Jerusalem and deBut even after that happens,
stroy the images of gods that are there,
you.

Yahweh will still be very angry with

just as we destroyed Samaria and the
images that were there!’
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12

But I am the Lord, and after I have used
it will be like a ﬁre that will kill them
Assyria to ﬁnish what I want to do to pun- and get rid of their glory.
ish the people in Jerusalem, I will punish
17
Yahweh is like a light for the people
the king of Assyria because he has been
of Israel, like a ﬁre;
very proud and arrogant.
the Holy One who rules Israel is like
13
He says, ’By my own great power I
a ﬂame.
have done these things.
The soldiers of Assyria are like thorns
I have been able to do them because
and briers,
I am very wise and very intelligent.
and Yahweh will burn them up in one
My army removed the barriers at the
day.
borders of nations
18
There are glorious forests and ferand carried away all their valuable
tile farmlands in Assyria, but Yahweh will
things.
completely destroy them;
My mighty army has humiliated all their
they will be like a very sick person
people.
who shrivels up and then dies.
14
Like someone who reaches into a
19
There will be very few trees left in
bird’s nest to take away the eggs,
those forests;
we have taken away the treasures of
even a child will be able to count
other countries.
them.”
The people were not like birds that
20
In the future there will be only a few
would have ﬂapped their wings or chirp
people left in Israel;
loudly to protest about their eggs being
not many descendants of Jacob will
stolen;
still be alive.
the people did not object at all to their
But they will no longer rely on the king
treasures being stolen.’
of
Assyria,
15
But I am Yahweh, and I say that
the king of the nation that tried to
an ax certainly cannot boast about being
destroy them.
stronger than the person who uses it,
Instead, they will faithfully trust in Yahand a saw is not greater than the
weh, the Holy One who rules Israel.
person who uses it.
it,

A rod cannot control the one who holds

21

Those Israelites will return to their
mighty God.

22
Now, the people of Israel are as
and a wooden club cannot lift up a
numerous as the grains of sand on the
person.
seashore,
So the king of Assyria should not boast
but only a few of them will return
that he has done these things with his own
from the countries to which they will be
wisdom and strength.
exiled.
16
I am the Lord Yahweh, commander of
the angel armies, who will send a plague
Yahweh has decided to destroy most of
the Israelites,
among the best soldiers of Assyria;
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and that is what he must do because
The people of Gibeah, where King
he is completely just.
Saul was born, have all run away.
23

30
Yes, the Lord Yahweh, commander of
You people of Gallim will cry out for
the angel armies, has already decided to help!
destroy the entire land of Israel.
They will shout to the people of the city
24
This is what the Lord Yahweh, comman- of Laish near Jerusalem to warn them!
der of the angel armies, says:
The people of Anathoth will suffer a
”My people in Jerusalem, do not be lot.
afraid of the army of Assyria when they
31
The people of Madmenah north of
beat you with rods and clubs,
Jerusalem are all running away,
like the men of Egypt did to your
and the people of Gebim close to
ancestors long ago.
Jerusalem
are trying to hide.
25
Soon I will no longer be angry with
32
you,
The soldiers of Assyria will stop at the
city
of
Nob outside Jerusalem.
and then I will be angry with the

people of Assyria and destroy them!”

They will shake their ﬁsts

26

Yahweh, commander of the angel
as they threaten the people on Mount
armies, will strike them with his whip.
Zion in Jerusalem.
He will do to them as he did when
33
But listen to this! Yahweh, commanhe defeated the army of the Midian people der of the angel armies,
group,
with his great power will destroy the
and as he did when he caused the army
mighty army of Assyria.
of Egypt to drown in the Sea of Reeds.
It is as though they are a huge tree that
27
One day in the future, Yahweh will
cause the army of Assyria to stop oppress- he will cut down.
ing you, his people;

34

He will destroy the soldiers of Assyria

he will end your suffering and your
as men use big axes to cut down the
being slaves of the people of Assyria;
tall trees in the forests of Lebanon.
you will become too strong for them.
28

One day in the future this will be
the situation: The army of Assyria has entered northern Judah near Aiath;

Chapter 11

they have gone through Migron

1

Like a new branch often grows from
and stored their supplies at Micmash, the stump of a tree,
north of Jerusalem.
there will be a descendant of King
29
They have crossed through a moun- David who will be a new king.
2
tain pass
The Spirit of Yahweh will always be
and set up their tents at Geba.

with him.

People in Ramah will tremble because
The Spirit will enable him to be wise
of they are afraid.
and to understand many things;
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The Spirit will enable him to decide
what is good to do and will give him great do.
power.
8

instead, they will eat hay like cows

Babies will play safely near the holes
The Spirit will enable him to know where cobra snakes live;
Yahweh and to revere him.
small children will even put their hands
3
He will be glad to obey Yahweh.
into nests of poisonous snakes,
He will not decide whether someone is
righteous or not only by seeing what that
person looks like,
or by listening to what others say
about that person.
4

He will judge the cases of needy people
fairly;

and the snakes will not harm them.
9

No creatures will harm or kill other
creatures on Mount Zion, my holy hill;
and the earth will be ﬁlled with people
who know me,
as the seas are full of water.

10
At that time, a descendant of King David
and he will act justly toward poor
will
hold up a ﬂag
people.

to signal to the people of all peoHe will punish evil people as a result of
ple
groups
that they should gather around
what he decides;
him;
he will get rid of wicked people bethey will come to him to get his advice,
cause of the evil things they have done.
5

He will always act righteously;

the good things he does will be like a
belt around his waist.
He will always speak what is true;

and the place where he lives will be
glorious.
11

At that time, Yahweh will reach out
his hand as he did long ago;

he will enable those who had been exthe true words he speaks will be like
iled
from Israel to return home,
a sash around his waist.
from Assyria, from northern Egypt,
6
When he becomes king, wolves and
from
southern
Egypt,
lambs will live together peacefully;
leopards, instead of killing baby goats,
will lie down with them.

from Ethiopia, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath, and from all the distant countries near the sea.

Similarly, fat, healthy calves and lions
12
Yahweh will raise his ﬂag among all
will eat food together;
the people groups,
and a young child will take care of
and he will gather together the people
them.
of Israel who were exiled long ago.
7

Cows and bears will eat together;

He will gather from very distant places
bear cubs and calves will lie down on the earth
together.
the people of Judah whom he had
Lions will not eat other animals;
scattered to those places.
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Then, the people of Israel and the
people of Judah will not be jealous of each
other any longer,

Previously, you were angry with us,
but you are not angry now
and you have comforted us.

and they will no longer be enemies of
each other.

2

Amazingly, you have come to save us,

so we will trust in you and not be
Their armies will join together to atafraid.
tack the people of Philistia to the west.
Yahweh our God, you enable us to be
And together they will attack nations
strong;
to the east;
14

they will defeat those nations and take
away all their valuable possessions.
They will capture the areas of Edom and
Moab,
and they will rule the people of the
Ammon people group.
15

Yahweh will make a dry road through
the sea near Egypt.

you are the one about whom we sing;

you have rescued us from our enemies.”
3

You, his people, will greatly rejoice
because he has rescued you,
like you enjoy drinking water from a
fountain.
4

At that time you will say,

”We should thank Yahweh! We should
It will be as though he will wave his
praise
him !
hand over the Euphrates River
We should tell the people of all the
and send a strong wind to cause it to
people groups what he has done;
divide into seven streams,

we should enable them to know that
with the result that people will be able
he is very great!
to walk across those streams.
5
We should sing to Yahweh, because he
16
Because he will make a highway for
has done wonderful things.
his people who are living in Assyria,
We should enable everyone in the
they will be able to return to their
world to know it!
own land,
6
You people of Jerusalem, shout joyfully
just like long ago he made a path for the to praise Yahweh,
people of Israel
because he is the great Holy One whom
so that they could go through the we Israelite people worship,
water
and he lives among us!”
when they left Egypt.

Chapter 12

Chapter 13
1

I, Isaiah son of Amoz, received from YahAt that time, you people of Jerusalem will weh this message about the city of Babysing this song:
lon:
1

2

”Yahweh, we praise you!
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to signal that an army should come
with the result that they will be unable
to attack Babylon.
even to lift their arms.
Shout to them and wave your hand to
signal to them

8

All of you will be terriﬁed.

You will have severe pains
that they should march through
like a woman has when she is giving
the city gates into the palaces of the proud
birth to a baby.
rulers of Babylon!
You will look at each other helplessly,
3
Yahweh says, ”I have commanded
and it will show on your faces that
those who are set apart to do this work for
you feel horror.
me—
9
Listen to this, you people of Babylon:
I have summoned the warriors whom I
have chosen to punish the people of Baby- The day that Yahweh has chosen to act in
is near,
lon because I am very angry with them,

the day on which he will furiously and
and those soldiers will be very proud
ﬁercely punish you because he is very anwhen they do that.”
gry with you.
4
Listen to the noise on the mountains,
He will cause your land of Babylonia to
which is the noise of a huge army
be desolate,
marching!
and he will destroy all the sinners in
It is the noise made by people of many
it.
people groups shouting.
10
When that happens, none of the stars
Yahweh, commander of the anwill shine.
gel armies, has summoned this army to
When the sun rises, it will be dark,
gather together.
and there will be no light from the moon
They come from countries that are far
at
night.
away,
5

11
Yahweh says, ”I will punish everyone
from the most remote places on the
in the world for the evil things that they
earth.
do;
They are like weapons that Yahweh will
I will punish the wicked people for
use to punish the people with whom he is
the
sins
that they have committed.
very angry,

I will stop arrogant people from being
and to destroy the entire country of
proud,
Babylonia.
and I will stop cruel people from being
You people of Babylon will scream beso arrogant.
cause you will be terriﬁed,
6

12
And because I will cause most people
because it will be the time that Yahweh
to die,
has determined,

people will be harder to ﬁnd than
the time for the all-powerful God to
gold,
destroy your city.
7

Because that will happen, all of your
harder to ﬁnd than ﬁne gold from Ophir
people will be very afraid,
in Arabia.
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20

I will shake the sky,

and the earth will also move out of its
place.

No one will ever live in Babylon again.
It will be deserted forever.

Nomads will refuse to set up their tents
That will happen when I, Yahweh, there;
commander of the angel armies, punish
shepherds will not bring their ﬂocks
wicked people,
of sheep to rest there.
when I show them that I am extremely
21
Animals that live in the desert will be
angry with them.
there;
14
All the foreigners in Babylon will run
jackals will live in the ruins of the
around like deer that are being hunted,
houses.
like sheep that do not have a shepherd.
Owls will live in the ruins,
They will try to ﬁnd other people from
and ostriches and wild goats will romp
their countries,
around there.
and then they will escape from Baby22
Hyenas will howl in the ruined towlon and return to their own countries.
ers,
15
Anyone who is captured in Babylon
and jackals will make their dens in the
will be killed by their enemies’ swords. ruins of the palaces that were previously
16
Their little children will be dashed very beautiful.
to pieces on the rocks while their parents
The time when Babylon will be dewatch;
stroyed is very near;
their enemies will steal everything
Babylon will not exist much longer.
valuable from their houses and will force
their wives to sleep with them.
17

Look! I am going to incite the people
of Media to attack Babylon.

Chapter 14

The army of Media will attack Baby- 1 But Yahweh will act mercifully toward
lon, even if they are offered silver or gold the Israelite people; he will choose the
people of Israel to be his people again, and
if they promise to not attack it.
18
With their arrows, the soldiers of Me- he will allow them to return here and live
dia will shoot the young men of Babylon; in their own land again. Then people from
many other countries will come here and
they will not even act mercifully to- unite with the Israelite people. 2 People of
ward infants or children!”
other nations will help them to return to
19
Babylon has been a very beautiful their own land, and those who come from
other countries will work for the Israelite
city;
people. Those who captured people of Isall the people of Babylonia have been rael will be captured by Israelite soldiers,
very proud of Babylon, their capital city; and the people of Israel will rule over the
people who previously oppressed them.
but God will destroy Babylon,
rah.

like he destroyed Sodom and Gomor-

3

Some day Yahweh will free you Israelite
people from suffering and trouble and
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from being afraid, and from being cruelly
but all that ended when you died,
treated as slaves. 4 When that happens,
along with the sounds of harps being
you will make fun of the king of Babylon
played in your palace.
by singing a song like this:
Now in your grave maggots will be un”You treated us cruelly, but that has
der you like a sheet,
ended!
and worms will cover you like a blanYou insulted others and made them
ket.’
suffer, but you can do this no longer!
12
You have disappeared from the earth
5
You evil ruler, Yahweh has destroyed
like a star that fell from the sky;
your power,
you were very well known,
and you will oppress people no longer!
6

You attacked people many times

them,

because you were very angry with

like the morning star is seen by everyone;
you destroyed many nations,
but now you have been destroyed.

and you subdued other nations

13
You proudly said to yourself, ’I will asby causing them to suffer without
cend to heaven, to my throne above God’s
stopping.
stars.
7
But soon everything will be quiet and
I will rule on the mountain where the
peaceful on the earth.
gods gather together, far in the north.
Everyone will sing again!
14
I will ascend above the clouds and
8
It will be as though even the trees in
become like God himself!’
the forests will joyfully sing this song,
15
But you were not able to do that;
the cyprus trees and the cedar trees
Instead, you were carried down to your
in Lebanon will sing it:
grave,
’You have been overthrown,
and you went to the place where the
and now no one comes to chop us
dead people are.
down.’
16
The other dead people there stare at
9
The dead people are all eagerly waiting for you to go to the place where they you;

are.

they wonder what happened to you.

The spirits of the world leaders
will be delighted to welcome you;

They say, ’Is this the man who caused
the earth to shake

and caused the people in many kingthose who were kings of many nations
doms to tremble?
before they died
17
Is this the man who tried to cause the
will stand up to welcome you.
world
to become a desert,
10
They will all shout to you together,
who conquered its cities and did not
‘Now you are as weak as we are!’
allow the people whom he captured to re11
You were very proud and powerful, turn to their homes?’
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All the kings of the earth who 24 Yahweh, commander of the angel
have died were greatly honored when armies, has also solemnly promised this:
they were buried.
”The things that I have planned will
19
Someone will cast you aside, but not surely happen.
into a grave, like a branch that they throw
25
When the army of Assyria is in my
away.
land of Israel,

The dead cover you like a garment,
I will crush them.
those pierced by the sword, who go down
It will be as though I had trampled
to be among the stones where the dead
them on my mountains.
rest.
My people will no longer be the slaves
20
Your dead body will not be buried
of the people of Assyria;
with them
It will be as though I had taken away
because you have destroyed your land
the burdens that were on their shoulders.
and have caused your own people to
26
There is a plan for everyone on the
be killed.
earth,
The descendants of wicked people like
a plan to show the power of Yahweh
you will never be spoken of again.”
to punish all the nations.
21

People will say, ”Slaughter this man’s
27
Yahweh, commander of the angel
children
armies, has spoken,
because of the sins that their ancestors
and no one can change his mind.
committed!
When Yahweh raises his ﬁst to strike
Do not allow them to become rulers, and Assyria,
conquer all the nations in the world,
no one will be able to stop him.”
and ﬁll the world with the cities that 28
I received this message from Yahweh
they rule!”
during the year that King Ahaz died:
22
This is what Yahweh, commander of
29
Do not rejoice, all you people of Philisthe angel armies, says:
tia, that the enemy army that attacked you
”I myself will cause Babylon to be has been defeated
conquered.
and that their king is dead.
I will get rid of Babylon and its people
and their descendants.
23

I will cause Babylon to be a place
where owls live,
a place full of swamps;
I will destroy it completely

He was as dangerous as a snake,
but there will be another king,
who will be more dangerous than a cobra;
he will be like a quick-moving poisonous snake.

30
as though I were sweeping it with a
Those of my people who are very poor
broom.
will take care of their ﬂocks of sheep,

That is what I, Yahweh, commander of
and the needy people will lie down
the angel armies, say.”
safely,
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but I will cause you people of Philistia
who are still alive
to die from famine.
31

So, you people of Philistia, wail at the
gates of your cities!
You should be extremely afraid,

with tears streaming down their faces.
4

The people of the city of Heshbon and
the towns of Elealeh in the north of Moab
will cry out;
people as far away as the town of
Jahaz in the south will hear them wailing.

Therefore the soldiers of Moab will
because a very powerful army will come
tremble and cry out,
from the north to attack you;
and they will be very afraid.
their chariots will stir up the dust like
5
Yahweh feels very sorry for the people
a cloud of smoke.
of Moab;
Each of their soldiers is ready to ﬁght.
they will ﬂee to the towns of Zoar and
32
If messengers from Philistia come to
Eglath Shelishiyah in the far south.
us Israelite people,
They will cry as they walk up to the
this is what we must tell them:
town of Luhith.
”Yahweh has created Jerusalem, not
All along the road to the town of HoronPhilistia,
aim people will mourn
and his people who are oppressed will
because their country has been debe safe inside the walls of Jerusalem.”
stroyed.
6

The water in the Valley of Nimrim will
dry up.

Chapter 15

The grass there will be withered;

1

Isaiah received this message from Yahweh about the Moab people group:

the green plants will all be gone,

and there will be nothing left that is
In one night two important cities in green.
Moab, Ar and Kir, will be destroyed.
7
The people will pick up their posses2
The people of Dibon, the capital city, sions
will go to their temple to mourn;
and carry them across the brook of
they will go to their high places set on the Willows.
the hilltops, and there they will weep.
8
Throughout the country of Moab, peoThey will wail because of what hap- ple will be crying;
pened to Nebo and Medeba in the south;
people as far away as Eglaim in the
they will all shave the hair of south and Beer Elim in the north will hear
their heads, and the men will cut off their them wailing.
beards to show that they are grieving.
9
The stream near Dibon will become
3
In the streets people will wear rough red from the blood of people who have
sackcloth,
been killed,
and on their ﬂat rooftops and in the
but I will cause the people of Moab to
experience even more trouble:
city plazas all people will wail
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lions will attack those who are trying to
escape from Moab

He will always do what is fair

and quickly do what is righteous.
and will also attack the people who
6
We people of Judah have heard about
remain in that country.
the people of Moab;
we have heard that they are very
proud and conceited;

Chapter 16
1

they are insolent,

The rulers of Moab will say to each other,

but what they say about themselves
is not true.

”We must send some lambs from the
7
Some day all the people in Moab will
city of Sela as a gift to the ruler of Judah
to persuade him to not allow his army to weep.
attack us anymore.
They will all mourn,
We should send them through the
because there will be no more raisin
desert to the king in Jerusalem.”
cakes in the city of Kir Hareseth.
2

The women of Moab will be left alone
But more than the cakes, they mourn
at the fords of the Arnon River;
for the people who lived there, who were
they will be like birds that have been all killed.
8

The crops in the ﬁelds of Heshbon will
wither,

pushed out of their nests.
3

They will cry out, ”Help us!

and the vineyards of Sibmah will
wither also.

Tell us what we should do!
Protect us completely,

The armies of other nations will destroy
we who are running away from our Moab,
enemies,
which is like a beautiful grapevine
and do not betray us.

4

Allow those of us who are ﬂeeing from
Moab to stay with you;
hide us from our enemies who want
to destroy us!
Some day there will be no one to oppress
us,

whose branches spread north to Jazer,
and east to the desert.
Its branches spread very far west,
to the west side of the Dead Sea.
9

So I will weep for Jazer
and for the grapevines of Sibmah.

and our enemies will stop destroying
our land.”

I will shed tears for all of you.

David.

10

I will cry because people will no longer
5
Then Yahweh will appoint someone to shout joyfully, like they usually do
be king
when they gather the fruit that ripens
in
the
summer and the other crops.
who will be a descendant of King

People will no longer be glad at harAs this man rules, he will be merciful vest time.
and truthful.
No one will sing in the vineyards;
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3

no one will shout joyfully.
No one will tread on grapes to get
grape juice for wine;
there will be nothing to shout about
joyfully.
11

I cry in my inner being for Moab;

The cities in Israel will not have walls
around them to protect them.
The power of the kingdom of Damascus will be ended,
and the few people who will remain
in Aram will be disgraced like the people
in Israel were disgraced.”

my groaning is like a sad song played
That is what Yahweh, commander of
on a harp.
the angel armies, says.
4
I am sad in my inner being for Kir Hare”At that time, Israel will become inseth.
signiﬁcant.
12

The people of Moab will go and pray
It will be like a fat person who has
at their high places,
become very thin.
5

but that will not help them.

The entire land will be like a
ﬁeld where the harvesters have cut all the
They will cry out to their gods in their
grain;
temples,
there will be nothing left,
but no one will be able to rescue them.
like the ﬁelds in the Valley of Rephaim
13
Yahweh has already spoken those after all the crops have been harvested.
things about Moab. 14 But now he says
6
Only a few of the Israelite people will
that exactly three years from now, he will
destroy all the things that the people of remain,
Moab have been proud of. Even though
like the few olives that remain on
they have a huge number of people in the top of a tree after the workers have
Moab now, only a few people will remain shaken all the other olives to the ground.
alive, and they will be weak.
There will be only two or three olives
in the top branches,

Chapter 17

or four or ﬁve olives on the other
branches.”

That is what Yahweh, commander of
Isaiah received this message from Yahthe angel armies, says.
weh about Damascus, the capital of Aram:
7
Then at that time, you people of Israel
”Listen carefully! Damascus will no will trust in God, your creator,
longer be a city;
the Holy One of Israel.
it will be only a heap of ruins!
8
You will no longer seek to get help
2
The towns near the city of Aroer will from your idols
be abandoned.
or worship the idols that you have
Flocks of sheep will eat grass in the made with your own hands.
streets and lie down there,
You will never again bow down in front
and there will be no one to chase them of the poles where you worshiped the godaway.
dess Asherah.
1
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You will never again worship at the
in the morning your enemies will all
high places that you have built to burn in- be gone.
cense to idols.
That is what will happen to those who in9
The largest cities in Israel will be aban- vade our land and steal our possessions.
doned, like the land that the Hiv and Amor
people groups abandoned when the Israelites attacked them long ago. No people
will live there.

Chapter 18

10

1
That will happen because you have
Terrible things will happen to you peostopped worshiping God,
ple of Ethiopia!

who is like a huge rock on top of which
In your land there are many boats at
you can be safe.
the upper part of the Nile River.
2
You have forgotten that he is the one
Your rulers send ambassadors that sail
who can hide you.
quickly down the river in papyrus boats.

So now you plant very nice grapevines

Tell your messengers to go quickly!

and even unusual ones that come
Go to people who are tall and who have
from other countries.
smooth skins.
11

But even if they sprout leaves on the
People everywhere are afraid of those
day you plant them,
people,
and even if they produce blossoms on
because they conquer and destroy other
that same morning,
nations;
at harvest time, there will not be any
they are people who live in a land
grapes for you to pick.
that rivers divide.
3
All that you will get is much of agony
You messengers must tell to the people
and suffering.
of the world,
12

Listen! The armies of many nations
will roar like the sea roars.

to all people everywhere,

”Look when the battle ﬂag is lifted on
It will sound like noise of crashing top of the mountain,
waves.
and listen when the ram’s horn blows
13
But even though their loud roaring
to signal that the battle is about to
will be like the sound of crashing waves,
begin.” 4 Listen because Yahweh has told
when Yahweh rebukes them, they will me this:
run far away.
”I will watch quietly from where I
They will ﬂee like chaff on the hills scat- live.
ters when the wind blows,
I will watch quietly like the heat that
like tumbleweeds scatter when a wind- shimmers as it rises on a summer day.
storm blows.
I will work effectively like the cloud
14
And even though you people of Israel of mist that settles during the heat of harwill be terriﬁed,
vest. 5 Before the harvest, the farmer sees
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2
the grapevines making blossoms and the
I will cause the people of Egypt to ﬁght
ﬂowers growing into grapes,
against each other:

and he knows that the time is right
to cut off the new growth and spreading
branches that keep the tree from growing
strong.

men will ﬁght against their brothers,
neighbors will ﬁght against each other,
people of one city will ﬁght against
the people of another city,

In the same way I know when the time
people of one province will ﬁght
is right to take action against that nation,
against the people of another province.
and I will send an army to attack it.
3
The people of Egypt will become very
6
All the soldiers in that nation’s army
discouraged,
will be killed,

and I will cause their plans to not be
and their corpses will lie in the ﬁelds
successful.
for vultures to eat their ﬂesh in the summer.
They will plead with idols and sorcerers and those who talk with spirits of dead
Then wild animals will chew on their
people
bones all during the winter.”
to tell them what they should do.
7
At that time, the people of the nation that
4
Then I will enable someone who will
rivers divide will take gifts to Yahweh in
treat
them very cruelly to become their
Jerusalem.
king.
Those people are tall and have smooth
That is what I, Yahweh, commander of
skins; people everywhere are afraid of
the angel armies, say.
those people,

5
Some day the water in the Nile River
because they conquer and destroy
will
dry
up,
other nations,
and the riverbed will become very
will take gifts to Jerusalem, the city
where Yahweh, commander of the angel dry.

armies, lives.

6

up.

The canals along the river will stink

Chapter 19
1

The branches of the river will all dry

Isaiah received this message from Yahweh about Egypt:

because of the withering and rotting
reeds and bulrushes.
7

All the plants along the river and all
the crops in the ﬁelds bordering the river
Listen to this! I, Yahweh, am coming will dry up;
toward Egypt,
then they will blow away and disapriding on a fast-moving cloud.
pear.
8
The idols in Egypt will tremble when I
The ﬁshermen will throw into the river
appear,
lines with hooks on them and nets,

and then they will groan and be very
and the people of Egypt will be exdiscouraged;
tremely afraid.
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they will be sad because there will be 16 At that time, the people of Egypt will be
no ﬁsh in the river.
as helpless as women. They will tremble,
being terriﬁed because they know that
9
Those who weave cloth from ﬂax will
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
not know what to do
has raised his ﬁst, intending to strike them.
because there will be no thread for 17 The people of Egypt will be afraid of
them to weave.
the people of Judah, and anyone who mentions Judah to them will cause them to be
10
They will all despair
terriﬁed, because that will remind them
and be very discouraged.
of what Yahweh, commander of the angel
11
The oﬃcials in the city of Zoan in armies, is planning to do to them.
northern Egypt are foolish.

18

At that time, people in ﬁve cities in
The advice that they gave to the king Egypt will solemnly declare that they will
serve Yahweh. They will learn to speak
was worthless.
the Hebrew language. One of those cities
Why do they continue to tell the king will be called “City of the Sun.”
that they are wise,
19
At that time, there will be an altar for
that they are descendants of wise
worshiping Yahweh in the center of Egypt,
kings who lived long ago ?
and there will be a pillar to honor Yahweh
12
King, where are your wise advisors at the border between Egypt and Israel. 20
now?
That will be a sign to indicate that Yahweh,
If you had any wise advisors, they commander of the angel armies, is worcould tell you what Yahweh, commander shiped in the land of Egypt. And when the
of the angel armies, has planned to do to people cry out to Yahweh to help them because others are oppressing them, he will
Egypt!
send to them someone who will defend
13
Yes, the oﬃcials of Zoan have become and rescue them. 21 Yahweh will enable
foolish,
the people of Egypt to know who he is. At
and the leaders in the city of Memphis that time they will admit that he is God.
in northern Egypt have deceived them- They will worship him and bring to him offerings of grain and other sacriﬁces. They
selves.
will solemnly promise to do things for YahAll the leaders of the people have caused weh, and they will do what they promise.
22
their people to do wrong things.
After Yahweh has punished Egypt, he
14
Yahweh has caused them to be very will cause their troubles to end. The people of Egypt will turn to Yahweh, and he
foolish,
will listen when they plead to him for help,
with the result that in everything that and he will cause their troubles to cease.
they do, it is as though the people of Egypt
23
At that time, there will be a highway
stagger
between Egypt and Assyria. As a result,
like a drunken person staggers and
the people of Egypt will be able to travel
slips in his own vomit.
easily to Assyria, and the people of As15
There is no one in Egypt, rich or syria will be able to travel easily to Egypt.
poor, important or unimportant, who will And the people of both countries will worbe able to help them.
ship Yahweh. 24 And Israel will be their
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ally. All three nations will be friendly to
each other, and the people of Israel will
be a blessing to the people of the entire
world. 25 Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, will bless them; he will say,
“You people of Egypt are now my people.
You people of Assyria, I have established
your country. You people of Israel are the
people whom I have chosen to belong to
me.”

Chapter 20
1

so there is no way that we can escape from
being destroyed by the army of the king of
Assyria!’”

Chapter 21
1

Yahweh gave this message about a land
soon to become a desert:
An army will soon come from the
southern Judean wilderness to invade
that land;
they are an army that causes their
enemies to be terriﬁed,

One year King Sargon of Assyria sent
an army that will come sweepthe chief commander of his army to take
ing through the wilderness from a terrible
his soldiers to capture the city of Ashdod
land.
in Philistia. At that time, 2 Yahweh told
2
Yahweh showed me a terrifying vision:
Isaiah, “Take off the rough sackcloth that
you have been wearing and take off your
In the vision I saw an army
sandals.” So Isaiah did that, and then
that will betray people and steal their
he walked around naked and barefoot for
possessions after they conquer them.
three years.
Yahweh said, ”You armies from Elam
3
Then Yahweh said this to the people of
and Media, surround Babylon and preJudah: ”My servant Isaiah has been walkpare to attack it!
ing around naked and barefoot for the
I will cause the groaning and suffering
past three years. That is to show the terrible disasters that I will cause the peo- that Babylon caused to cease!”
3
ple of Egypt and Ethiopia to experience. 4
Because of that, my body is full of pain;
What will happen is that the army of the
my pain is like the pain that women
king of Assyria will invade those countries
and capture many of the people and take who are giving birth experience.
them away as their prisoners. They will
When I hear about and see what God is
force all of them, including both the young planning to do,
ones and the old ones, to walk naked
I am shocked.
and barefoot. They will also force them
4
My heart shakes within me, and I tremto have no clothes around their buttocks,
which will cause the people of Egypt to ble with fear.
be ashamed. 5 Then the people of other
Early evening is my favorite time of
countries who trusted that the armies of day,
Egypt and Ethiopia would be able to help
but now terror has taken over and I
them will be very dismayed and afraid. 6
They will say, ‘We thought that the armies am afraid.
5
In the vision I saw that the leaders of
of Egypt and Ethiopia would help us and
defend us, but they have been destroyed, Babylonia were preparing a great feast.
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on;

They had spread rugs for people to sit

Someone from Edom has been calling
to me saying,

everyone was eating and drinking.

“Watchman, how long will it be before
the night is over?”

But you should get up and prepare your
shields, you princes of Babylon,
because you are about to be attacked!
6

Then Yahweh said to me,

12

The watchman, replied,

”It will soon be morning, but after
that, it will soon be night again.

If you want to ask your question, then
”Put a watchman on the wall of ask it now,
Jerusalem,
and then come back again.”
and tell him to shout what he sees.
13
Yahweh gave this message about Ara-

Tell him to watch for chariots pulled bia:
by pairs of horses,
Give this message to people traveling
and men riding camels and donkeys, in caravans from the town of Dedan in
northwest Arabia, travelers who camp in
coming from Babylon.
the scrub there.
Tell the watchman to watch and listen
Tell them to bring water for those who
carefully!”
are thirsty.
8
So I did that, and one day the watchman
14
And you people who live in the city
called out,
of Tema in northwest Arabia,
”Day after day I have stood on this
must bring food for the refugees who
watchtower,
are ﬂeeing from their enemies.
7

15
and I have continued to watch during
They are ﬂeeing in order not to be
the day and during the night.
killed by their enemies’ swords
9
A man comes riding in a chariot pulled
and not to be shot in battles by arby two horses.
rows.

I called out to him, and he answered,

16

Yahweh said to me,
”Exactly one year from now,

’Babylon has been destroyed!

all the greatness of the region of Kedar
All the idols in Babylon lie in pieces
in Arabia will end.
on the ground!’”
17
Only a few of their soldiers who
10
My people in Judah, the army of Babyknow well how to shoot arrows will relon has caused you to suffer greatly
main alive.
as though you were grain that was
That will surely happen because I, Yahthreshed and winnowed.
weh, have said it.”
But now I have told you what Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, whom
we Israelites worship, told me about Babylon.

Chapter 22

11

Yahweh gave this message about Edom:

1
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Jerusalem, about the valley where Yahand the men who drive the chariots
weh showed me this vision.
will stand outside our city gates.
8
God will cause the walls that protect
Why is everyone foolishly running up
the cities in Judah to fall down.
to their ﬂat rooftops?

You people of Jerusalem will run to get
Everyone in the city seems to be shoutthe
weapons that are stored in the building.
ing called “the Hall of the Forest.”
There are a lot of corpses in the city,
9
You will see that there are many breaks
but they were not killed by their ene- in the walls of Jerusalem.
mies’ swords.
You will store water in the lower pool
They did not die in battles;
in the city.
2

10
instead, they died from diseases and
You will inspect the houses in
hunger.
Jerusalem,
3

All the leaders of the city ﬂed.

and some of them you will tear down
to use the stones to repair the city wall.

But then they were captured because
11
Between the walls of the city you will
they did not have bows and arrows to debuild a reservoir to store water from the
fend themselves.
old pool.
Your soldiers tried to ﬂee while the enBut you will never request help from
emy army was still far away,
the one who made the city;
but they also were captured.
you have never depended on Yahweh,
4
That is why I said, ”Allow me to cry who planned this city long ago.
alone;
12
Yahweh, commander of the angel
do not try to comfort me about my armies, told you to weep and mourn;
people being slaughtered.”
he told you to shave your heads and
5
Yahweh, commander of the angel to wear rough sackcloth
armies, has chosen a time when there will
to show that you were sorry for the sins
be a great uproar, soldiers marching, and
that you had committed.
people being terriﬁed
13
But instead of doing that, you were
in the valley where I received this
happy and celebrated;
vision.
you slaughtered cattle and sheep
It will be a time when our city walls will
in order to cook their meat and eat it
be battered down
and drink wine.
and the people’s cries for help will be
You said, ”Let us eat and drink all that
heard in the mountains.
we want to,
6
The armies from Elam and Kir in Mebecause it is possible that we will die
dia will attack,
tomorrow!”
driving chariots and carrying shields. 14
So Yahweh, commander of the angel
7
Our beautiful valleys will be ﬁlled with armies, revealed this to me: “I will never
our enemies’ chariots,
forgive my people for sinning like this!”
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Yahweh, commander of the angel a nail that is ﬁrmly hammered into a wall.
armies, said this to me: ”Go to Shebna, the 24 Others will enable him to have much
oﬃcial who supervises the workers in the responsibility, with the result that all the
palace, and give this message to him:
members of his family, even the most insigniﬁcant ones, will be honored.
16
’Who do you think you are?
25
Yahweh, commander of the angel
Who gave you the authority to build a
armies, also says, “Shebna is like a peg
beautiful tomb where you will be buried,
that is ﬁrmly fastened to the wall. But
chiseling it out of the rocky cliff high there will be a time when I will remove
above this valley?’”
him from his position; he will lose his
17
You think that you are a great man, power, and everything that he promoted
will fail.” That will surely happen because
but Yahweh is about to hurl you away.
Yahweh has said it.
It will be as though he had seized you,
18

rolled you into a ball,

and thrown you away in a large distant land.
You will die and be buried there,

Chapter 23
1

I, Isaiah, received this message from Yahweh for you, the people in the city of Tyre:

and your beautiful chariots will stay
there in the hands of your enemies.

You sailors on ships from Tarshish,

weep, because the harbor of Tyre
And because of what happens to and all the houses in the city have been
you, your master, the king, will be very destroyed.
ashamed.
The reports that you heard in the
19
Yahweh says, ”I will force you to quit Island of Cyprus about Tyre are true.
working in the palace;
2
You people who live along the coast,
you will be forced out from your im- you merchants of the city of Sidon, mourn
silently.
portant position.
20

Then I will summon Hilkiah’s son Eliakim, who has served me well, to replace
you. 21 I will make him wear your robe
and fasten your sash around him, and I
will give to him the authority that you had.
He will be like a father to the people of
Jerusalem and all the other towns in Judah. 22 I will give to him authority over
what happens in the palace where King
David lived; when he decides something,
no one will be able to oppose it; when he
refuses to do something, no one will be
able to force him to do it. 23 I will cause
his family to be greatly respected, because
I will put him ﬁrmly in his position as supervisor of the workers in the palace, like

Your sailors went across the seas to
make you rich, there in Tyre.
3

They sailed across deep seas

to buy grain in Egypt, grain from the
Valley of Shihor.
This wealth came down the Nile River,
and you, Tyre, were the place where the
people of all nations traded.
4

But now you people in Sidon should
be ashamed,
because you trusted in Tyre, which
has been a strong fortress on an island in
the sea.
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”Now it is as though I have not given
birth to any children,
or raised any sons or daughters.”

all its fortresses must be destroyed.
12

He said to the people of Sidon,

”You will never rejoice again, because
you
will be crushed;
When the people of Egypt hear what
has happened to Tyre,
even if you ﬂee to the island of Cyprus,
5

they will grieve very much.

you will not escape from troubles; you
6
Sail to Tarshish and tell them what will have no peace.”
13
happened;
Think about what happened in Babylonia:
weep, you people who live along the
coast.

the people who were in that land have
7
The people in the very old city of Tyre disappeared.
The armies of Assyria have caused that
were previously joyful.
land to become a place where wild aniTraders from Tyre established
mals from the desert live.
colonies in many distant nations.
They built dirt ramps to the top of the
8
People from Tyre appointed kings over
walls of the city of Babylon;
other places;
then they entered the city and tore
their traders were wealthy;
down the palaces
they were as powerful and wealthy as
and caused the city to become a heap
kings.
of rubble.
Who caused the people of Tyre to
14
So wail, you sailors on the ships of
experience this disaster?
Tarshish,
9
It was Yahweh, commander of the anbecause the harbor in Tyre where
gel armies, who did it;
your ships stop is destroyed!

he did it in order to cause you people 15 For seventy years, which is as long as
in Tyre to not be proud anymore,
kings usually live, people will forget about
to humiliate you men who are hon- Tyre. But then it will be rebuilt. What will
happen there will be like what happened
ored all over the world.
to a prostitute in this song:
10
You people of Tarshish, you must grow
16
You harlot, whom people had forgotcrops in your land instead of trading;
ten,
spread out over your land like the
play your harp well,
Nile River spreads over the land of Egypt
and sing many songs,
when it ﬂoods,
in order that people will remember
because there is no harbor in Tyre for
you
again.
your ships now.
17
It is true that after seventy years YahIt is as though Yahweh stretched out
weh will restore Tyre. Their merchants
his hand over the sea
will again earn a lot of money by buying
and shook the kingdoms of the earth.
things from and selling things to many
He commanded that in Phoenicia
other nations.
11
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weh.

But their proﬁts will be given to Yah-

6

earth;

Therefore, Yahweh will curse the

The merchants will not hoard their
the people who live on it must be punmoney;
ished because of the sins that they have
instead, they will give it to Yahweh’s committed.
people, for they will live in his presence,

They will be destroyed by ﬁre,

in order that they can buy food and
and only a few people will remain
nice clothes.
alive.
7

Chapter 24
1

Some day Yahweh is going to destroy
the earth.
He will devastate it and cause it to
become a desert,
and he will scatter its people.
2

The grapevines will wither,

and there will be no grapes to make
wine.
All the people who were previously
happy will now groan and mourn.
8

People will no longer play cheerful
songs with tambourines,
people will no longer play joyfully on
their harps,

He will scatter everyone:
priests and common people,

and people will no longer shout noisily
during their celebrations.

servants and their masters,
maids and their mistresses,

9

People will no longer sing while they
drink wine,

buyers and sellers,

and all their alcoholic drinks will taste
bitter.
people who owe money and people
10
who are owed money.
Towns and cities will be desolate;
lenders and borrowers,

3

Nothing that is worth anything will be
every house will be locked to prevent
left on earth;
thieves from entering, for no one will live
everything valuable will be destroyed. in them.
11
Mobs will gather in the streets, wantThat will surely happen because Yahing wine;
weh has said it.
4

Everything on the earth will dry up
no one on the earth will be happy
and die;
anymore.
its important people will become weak
and unimportant.

12

Cities will be ruined,

and all their gates will be battered
The earth has become unacceptable to into pieces.
Yahweh because the people who live on it
13
It will be like that all over the earth:
have disobeyed his laws;
5

there will only be a few people still
they have rejected the covenant that
he intends to last forever.
alive,
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like what happens when workers beat
all the olives off a tree and there are only
a few left,
or when they harvest the grapes and
there are only a few left on the vines.
14

Those in the west will sing with great
happiness;
they will declare that Yahweh is very
great.
15

Those in the east of Israel will also
praise Yahweh;
those along the coastlines of the sea
will praise Yahweh, the God the people Israel worship.
16

We will hear people in the most distant places on the earth singing praise to
Yahweh, the truly righteous one.

it will shake violently.
20

It will be as though the earth will stagger like a drunk;
it will shake like a hammock in a
windstorm.
It will collapse and not be able to rise
again,
because the guilt of the people who
rebel against Yahweh is very great.
21

At that time, Yahweh will punish the
wicked powerful beings in the skies
and the wicked kings on the earth.
22

They will all be gathered together and
thrown into a dungeon.
They will be shut in that dungeon,
and later they will be punished.

But now, I am very sad.

23

At that time the light of the moon and
Weep for me, because I have become the sun will be lessened;
thin and weak.
it will be as though they are ashamed
in the presence of Yahweh,
Terrible things are happening!
because he, Yahweh, commander of
Treacherous people still betray others
the angel armies, will rule gloriously on
everywhere.
Mount Zion,
17
You people all over the earth,
in the presence of all the leaders of
you will be terriﬁed,
his people.
and you will fall into deep pits and
traps.
18

Those who try to ﬂee because they
are terriﬁed

Chapter 25
1

will fall into deep pits,

Yahweh, you are my God;
I will honor you and praise you.

and those who climb out of the pits

You do wonderful things;

will be caught by traps.

you said long ago that you would do
The sky will split open and torrents of
those things,
rain will fall;
shake.

the foundations of the earth will

and now you have done them as you
said that you would.

19

2
The earth will split apart and be shatSometimes you have caused cities to
tered;
become heaps of rubble,
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them.

cities that had strong walls around

dies.

like they experience when someone

But Yahweh will enable them to quit
You have caused palaces in foreign counbeing sad.
tries to disappear;
8

they will never be rebuilt.

He will get rid of death forever!

Yahweh our God will cause people to no
Therefore, people in powerful nations
longer mourn because someone has died.
will declare that you are very great,
And he will stop other people insultand people in nations whose leaders
ing
and
making fun of his land and us his
show mercy to no one will revere you.
people.
4
Yahweh, you are like a strong tower
That will surely happen because Yahwhere poor people can ﬁnd refuge,
weh has said it!
a place where needy people can go 9
At that time, people will proclaim,
when they are distressed.
”Yahweh is our God!
You are like a place where people can
We trusted in him, and he has rescued
ﬁnd refuge in a storm
us!
and where they can stay in the shade,
Yahweh, in whom we trusted, has done
out of the hot sun.
it;
People oppress us and show us no
we should rejoice because he has
mercy,
saved us!”
they are like a storm beating against
10
Yahweh will protect and bless
a wall,
Jerusalem.
5
and like the very strong heat in the
But he will crush the people in the
dry land.
land of Moab;
But you cause the noisy cries of people
they will be like straw that is trampled
from foreign nations to be quiet.
in the manure and left to rot.
Like the air cools when a cloud comes
11
Yahweh will push down the people of
overhead,
Moab;
3

you stop merciless people from singing
they will be like a swimmer who
songs about how great they are.
pushes down the water with his hands;
6
Here in Jerusalem Yahweh, comman- they will push their hands through the
der of the angel armies, will prepare a dung but never get out of it.
wonderful feast for all the people of the
He will cause them to cease being proud,
world.
and he will show that all the things
It will be a banquet with plenty of that they have done are worthless.
good meat and ﬁne well-aged wine.
12
He will cause armies to tear down the
7
People here are sad;
high walls around the cities of Moab;
they will fall into pieces and lie in the
they are so sad that it is like a dark
dust.
cloud that hangs over them,
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Chapter 26

and in the mornings I still want to be
with you.

When you come to judge and punish
Some day, people in Judah will sing this
people
who live on the earth
song:
1

they will learn to do what is right.

”Our city of Jerusalem is strong!
10

But your acting kindly toward wicked
people does not cause them to do what is
good.

Yahweh protects our city;
He is like a wall that surrounds it.
2

Open the gates of the city for people
Even in places where people do what
who are righteous;
is right, the wicked people continue to do
allow people who faithfully obey Yah- what is evil,
weh to enter the city.
and they do not realize that you, Yah3

weh, are great.

Yahweh, those who trust in you,

11
Yahweh, it is as though your ﬁst was
those who are determined to never
raised up ready to strike them,
doubt you,

you will enable them to be perfectly
peaceful in their inner beings.
4

So always trust in Yahweh,

but they do not realize that.
Show them that you are very eager to
help your people.

If your enemies would realize that,
because he is forever like a huge rock
they would be ashamed;
on top of which we will be safe.
5

He humbles proud people

and destroys cities whose people are
arrogant.
He causes those cities to collapse into
the dust.
6

When that happens, poor and oppressed people will trample on the ruins.
7

But for the righteous people,
Yahweh, you do what is right;

it is as though you smooth out the paths
where they walk.
8

Yahweh, by obeying your laws

make your ﬁre burn them up because
they are your enemies.
12

Yahweh, we desire that you will allow
things to go well for us;
all that we have done is what you
have enabled us to do.
13

Yahweh, our God, other masters have
ruled over us,
but you are the only one whom we
honor.
14

Those who ruled us are now gone;
they are dead;

their spirits have left this earth and
we show that we trust you to help us; they will never live again.

You punished those rulers and got rid
and what we desire in our inner beings
of them,
is that you will be honored.
9

All during the nights I desire to know
and people do not even remember
you better,
them anymore.
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Yahweh, you have enabled our nation
to punish all the people on the earth
to become great;
for the sins that they have committed.
People will be able to see the blood of
we are more people now, and we have
those who have been murdered;
more land,
everyone will at last know all the
crimes of murder that have been commit16
Yahweh, when we were distressed,
ted.”
we asked you to help us;
so we thank you.

when you disciplined us, we could
barely speak out any prayer to you.
17

Like pregnant women who writhe
and cry out
when they are giving birth,

Chapter 27
1

At that time, Yahweh will punish
Leviathan,
the swift-moving monster,

we suffered very much, too.
18

pain,

We were pregnant and had severe

but nothing good resulted from it.
We have not rescued any people or kept
their enemies from conquering them,
and those in the world who were our
enemies did not fall in battle.

that coiling serpent that lives in the sea.
Yahweh will kill it with his sharp, huge,
and powerful sword.
2

At that time, Yahweh will say,

”You Israelite people, who are like a
fruitful vineyard, must sing!
3

I will protect you

like a farmer waters his crops careBut Yahweh’s people who have died
fully in order that they will grow well.
will become alive again,
I will guard you day and night, in order
their corpses will become alive!
that no one harms you.
You whose bodies lie in graves, rise and
4
I am no longer angry with my people;
shout joyfully!
if any of your enemies try to injure you
His light will be like dew that falls on
like
briers and thorns injure people,
you, his people who have died,
19

I will attack them in battle;

you who are now in the place where
the dead people are;

5

he will cause you to live again.
20

home

But now, my fellow Israelites, go

and lock your doors!
Hide for a short time,
until Yahweh is no longer angry.

I will get rid of them completely,
them;

unless they request me to protect

I strongly invite them to make peace
with me!”
6

There will be a time when the descendants of Jacob will prosper like a plant
that has good roots;

21

Listen to this: Yahweh will come from
they will be like trees that bud and
heaven
blossom and bear a lot of fruit;
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what they do will bless all the people
women break them off and use them
in the world.
to make ﬁres under their cooking pots.
7

Has Yahweh punished us Israelites

Our Israelite people do not have any
sense;

like he punished our enemies?

so Yahweh, who created them, will
Has he punished us as much as he punnot act mercifully toward them
ished them?
or be kind to them.
8
No, he has not done that,

12
However, there will be a time when Yahbut he did punish us Israelite people
weh will gather them together again; he
and exiled us;
will separate them from the people who
we were taken away from our land
have conquered them, like people sepaas though we were struck by a wind- rate wheat from chaff. He will bring them
back to Israel, one by one, from the land
storm from the east.
between the Euphrates River in the north9
Yahweh did that in order to punish us east and the brook at the border of Egypt
for our sins
in the southwest. 13 At that time, a trumpet will be blown very loudly. And those
and remove our guilt.
who were exiled to Assyria and Egypt
As a result of our being exiled, all the and who almost died there will return to
altars to other gods in Israel will be demol- Jerusalem, to worship Yahweh on Zion,
ished,
his holy hill.

and we will be forgiven for the sins
that we have committed.
There will be no more poles for worshiping the goddess Asherah or altars for
burning incense to other gods;

Chapter 28
1

Terrible things will happen to the city
they will all be torn down and of Samaria, the capital of Israel!
smashed to bits.
It is on a hill above a fertile valley;
10

The cities that have strong walls
the people who live there, who get
around them will be empty;
drunk by drinking too much wine, are
like the desert, they will have no one very proud;
living in them.
it is a beautiful and glorious city,
The houses will be abandoned,

and the streets will be full of weeds.

but some day that beauty will disappear like a ﬂower that wilts and dries up.

2
Listen to this: Yahweh will cause a
Calves will eat grass there and lie down
great army to attack it.
there;

Their soldiers will be like a huge hailthey will chew up all the leaves on
storm or a very strong wind;
the trees.
11

The Israelite people are like dry
they will be everywhere, like the water
branches on a tree;
of a huge ﬂood,
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8
and they will smash to the ground the
All their tables are covered with their
buildings in Samaria.
vomit;
3

The people of Samaria are proud,

ﬁlth is everywhere.

9
but everything that the drunks who
Who will he teach so that they can
live there think is wonderful will be tram- learn about knowledge?
pled on by their enemies.
Who will listen to him so that he can
4
Yes, Samaria is beautiful, set on a hill teach lessons to them so they can learn?
above a fertile valley, but that beauty will
Does he think that we are like little childisappear
dren who no longer drink milk,
like a ﬂower that wilts and dries up.
and that we are like babies who, not
Whenever someone sees a good ﬁg at long ago, were weaned?
the beginning of the season when ﬁgs be10
He continually tells us, ‘Do this, do
come ripe, he quickly picks and eats it;
that;’
similarly, when the enemies of Israel
ﬁrst he tells us one rule, then another
see all the beautiful things in Samaria,
rule,
they will quickly conquer the city and
he tells us only one line at a time.”
take away all those things.
11
So now, Yahweh will need to force
5
At that time, Yahweh, commander
them to listen to Assyrians
of the angel armies, will be like a glorious
speaking to them in a language that
wreath of ﬂowers for us Israelite people
they do not understand.
who are still alive after being exiled.
12
Yahweh told his people long ago,
6
He will cause our judges to want to do
”This is a place where you can rest;
what is fair

when they decide people’s cases.
He will enable the soldiers who stand
at the city gates
to strongly defend the city when our
enemies attack it.
7

But now, our leaders stagger,

you are exhausted from all your travels
through the desert,
land.”

but you will be able to rest in this

But they refused to pay attention to
what he said.

13
So Yahweh continues to tell the people
and the priests and prophets also stagof Samaria,
ger
one line at a time, “Do this, do that,”
because of drinking a lot of wine and
ﬁrst one rule and then another rule.
other alcoholic drinks.

They are not able to think right;
they see visions, but they cannot understand what they mean;
they are unable to decide things correctly.

But because of their ignoring what God
said, they will be attacked and defeated;
they will be wounded and snared and
captured.
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you who rule over the people of
When the ﬂood comes, it will pass
Jerusalem,
through and over you like the river when
you who mock and make fun of me! it overﬂows its banks and causes ﬂooding
everywhere.
15
You boast and say,
When you ﬁnally understand the mes”We made a promise with death to sage of Yahweh, it will cause you to be terensure that the power of death, when it riﬁed, not comforted.
passes over us, it cannot get to us.
For the bed is too short to stretch oneself
We tried to turn our lying words into on, and the covering too narrow to wrap
a shelter in which we could hide.
oneself in. 20 You have heard people say,
16
Therefore, Yahweh our Lord says this: ”Your bed is very short; you will not be
”Listen to this! I am going to place in able to sleep in it;

Jerusalem someone who is like a foundayour blankets are very narrow; they
tion stone,
will not cover you!”
21
he is like a stone that has been tested
Yahweh will come and cause you to
to determine if it is solid.
be defeated;

He will be like a valuable stone on which
he will do to you like he did to the
which it will be safe to build a house;
army of Philistia at Mount Perizim,
and whoever trusts in him will never
and like he did to the Amorites at
be disappointed.
Gibeon Valley.
17
I will test you people of Jerusalem
What he will do will be very strange and
to ﬁnd out if you will act justly and righ- unusual.
teously,
22
Yahweh, commander of the angel
I will measure your character like a armies, has told me that he is going to decarpenter uses a plumb line to determine stroy the entire land.
if a wall is straight and level.
So do not ridicule what I say anymore,
And then the hail will fall! And it will
because if you do that,
destroy everything you have.
he will punish you even more
Your shelter will be destroyed because
severely.
it is built on a foundation of lies,
23

and the water from the storm will
wash your shelter away.

Listen to what I say;
pay attention carefully.

18

I will cancel the covenant that you
24
When a farmer plows some ground,
made with death,
does he never plant seeds?
and I will bring to an end the covenant
Does he continue to plow it and never
you made with the place where the dead
plant anything?
dwell.
25
No, he makes the ground very level,
But when the vast ﬂood comes, it will
and then he plants seeds—
pour over you;
you.

and day after day it will pass over

caraway seed and cumin and wheat
and barley.
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He plants each kind of seed in the corYour city will become like an altar to me
rect manner. He does not plant one kind
where people are burned as sacriof seed in the way that is not right for it.
ﬁces.
26
He does that because God has taught
3
I will cause your enemies to come and
him the correct way to do it.
camp all around your city;
27

Moreover, the caraway seed is not
they will surround it by building towthreshed with a sledge,
ers
nor is a cartwheel rolled over the
and putting in place other things with
cumin;
which to attack you.
but caraway is beaten with a stick,
4
Then you will talk as though you were
and the cumin with a rod.
buried deep in the ground;
28
And grain for baking bread is crushed
it will sound like someone whispering
easily,
from under the ground,
so the farmers do not continue to
pound it for a long time.

like a ghost speaking from a grave.

Chapter 29

7

5

But suddenly your enemies will be
They sometimes cause their horses to blown away like dust;
pull a cart over it to thresh it,
their armies will disappear
but doing that does not grind the grain.
like chaff that is blown away by the
29
Yahweh, commander of the angel wind.
armies,
It will happen very suddenly:
gives us wonderful advice about how
6
Yahweh, commander of the angel
to do things; he gives us great wisdom.
armies, will come to help you
So what the farmers do is very smart,
with thunder and an earthquake and a
but what your leaders are doing is very
very loud noise,
stupid.
with a strong wind and a big storm
and a ﬁre that will burn up everything.

1

Then the armies of all the nations that
will be attacking Jerusalem will quickly
disappear like a dream in the night.

This is a message from Yahweh:

Terrible things will happen to
Those who will be attacking Jerusalem
Jerusalem, the city where King David will suddenly vanish.
lived.
8
People who are asleep dream about
You people continue to celebrate your eating food,
festivals each year.
but when they wake up, they are still
2

But I will cause you to experience a hungry.
great disaster,
People who are thirsty dream about
and when that happens,
drinking something,
much.

people will weep and lament very

but when they wake up they are still
thirsty.
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14
It will be like that when your enemies
Therefore, again I will do something
come to attack Mount Zion;
to amaze these people;

I will perform many miracles.

they will dream about conquering
you, but when they wake up,

And I will show that the people who
they will realize that they have not tell others that they are wise are not really
wise,
succeeded.
and I will show that the people who
You people of Jerusalem, be amazed
tell others that they are intelligent are not
and surprised about this!
really intelligent.
Do not believe what I have said!
15
Terrible things will happen to those
And continue to be blind about what who try to conceal from me, Yahweh,
Yahweh is doing.
the evil things that they plan to do;
You are stupid, but it is not because
they do those deeds in the darkness
you have drunk a lot of wine.
and they think, ’Yahweh certainly
You stagger, but not from drinking
cannot see us;
alcoholic drinks.
9

he cannot know what we are doing!’

10

Because Yahweh has prevented the
prophets from understanding and telling
you his messages,

16

They are extremely foolish!

They act as though they were the
it is as though he had made you go potters and I were the clay!
fast asleep.
Something that was created should cer11
Yahweh gave me visions; but for you, tainly never say to the one who made it,
they are only words on a scroll that is
‘You did not make me!’
sealed shut. If you give it to those who can
A jar should never say,
read and request they read it, they will
say, “We cannot read it because the scroll
‘The potter who made me did not
is sealed.” 12 When you give it to others know what he was doing!’”
who cannot read, they will say, “We can17
Soon the forests in Lebanon will benot read it because we do not know how
come fertile ﬁelds,
to read.”
and abundant crops will grow in those
So the Lord says, ”These people pretend
ﬁelds,
to worship me.
and that will happen very soon.
They say good things to pretend to
13

honor me,

18

At that time, deaf people will be able
but they do not think about what I to hear;
desire.
they will be able to hear when someone reads from a book;
When they worship me,
and blind people will be able to see;
all they do is recite rules that peothey will be able to see things when
ple have made and that they have memorized.
it is gloomy and even when it is dark.
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19

Yahweh will enable humble people to
You make plans, but what you plan is
be very joyful again.
not what I want.
You have made an alliance with the
Poor people will rejoice about what
rulers of Egypt,
the Holy One of Israel has done.
but you did not ask my Spirit if that
There will be no more people who
was
what
you should do.
ridicule others
By doing that, you have increased the
and no more arrogant people.
number of your sins.
And those who plan to do evil things
2
You went to Egypt to ask their rulers
will be executed.
for help,
21
Those who testify falsely in order to
without asking for my advice.
persuade judges to punish innocent peoYou have trusted in the army of the king
ple will vanish.
of Egypt to protect you;
Similar things will happen to those
you have trusted in them
who by lying in court persuade the judges
to make unjust decisions.
like people sit in the shade to protect
22
That is why Yahweh, who rescued Abra- themselves from the sun.
3
ham, says about the people of Israel,
But the result of your trusting in
”My people will no longer be ashamed; the king of Egypt is that you will be disappointed and disgraced;
no longer will they show on their faces
because you trust in him, you will be
that they are ashamed.
humiliated.
23
When they see that I have blessed
4
Oﬃcials from Judah have gone to the
them by giving them many children, and
cities of Zoan and Hanes in Egypt to make
all that I have done for them,
treaties,
they will honor the holy name of the
5
but all those who trust in the king of
Holy One of Israel,
Egypt will be humiliated,
and they will revere me, the God to
because that nation will not be able
whom they, the descendants of Jacob, be- to help you;
long.
the treaty that you have made request24
When that happens, those who are ing help from them will be useless;
not able to think well will think clearly,
instead, the result will be that you
and those who complain about what will be humiliated and disgraced.”
I am doing will accept what I am teaching 6
Isaiah received from Yahweh this mesthem.”
sage about the animals in the southern
part of Judah, the desert part:
20

Chapter 30

That area is one where people experience a lot of troubles and diﬃculties,

an area where there are male and
Yahweh says, ”Terrible things will happen to you, my people who rebel against female lions
and various kinds of poisonous snakes.
me.
1
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13

Caravans go through that area

Therefore, the result of your sin of rejecting me will be that you will suddenly
taking donkeys and camels loaded
experience disasters;
with valuable goods.
what will happen to you will be like
They are taking them to Egypt because
a cracked wall that suddenly collapses on
they hope that the army of Egypt will proyou.”
tect them,
14
You will be smashed like a clay jar is
but it will be useless.
smashed when it is dropped
7
The promises made by the king of
and shatters completely, with the result
Egypt are worthless;
that there is not one piece big enough
therefore I call Egypt ‘Useless Rahab,
the sea monster that does nothing.’

to sweep out cinders from a stove

or to carry a little bit of water from a
Yahweh told me to write on a scroll a well.
message,
15
Yahweh, our God, the Holy One of Israel,
in order that it would be a witness to also says this:
the people of Judah
”I will rescue you from your enemies
that would endure forever.
only if you repent and trust in what I will
9
It would remind them that that they do for you;
8

are deceitful and always rebelling against
you will be strong only if you quit
Yahweh,
worrying and trust in me.
and that they refuse to pay attention
to what he tells them.

But you do not want to do that.
16

You said, ‘No, we will escape on horses
They tell the people who see visions that the army of Egypt will give us!’
from Yahweh,
So you will try to escape.
10

“Stop seeing visions!”

They tell the prophets,
”Do not reveal to us what is right!
Tell us pleasant things;

You said, ‘We will escape from the army
of Assyria by riding on swift horses!’
But those who pursue you will also
ride swiftly.
17

As a result, a thousand of you will ﬂee
do not tell us visions about things that when only one of them pursues you!
are true!
When ﬁve of their soldiers threaten to
11
Stop doing what you have been doing; kill you,
stop telling us what the Holy One of
all of you will ﬂee.
Israel says to us!”
Only a few of you will be left, like a sin12
Therefore, this is what the Holy One of gle ﬂagpole on top of a mountain,
Israel says:
or like one single signal ﬂag on a
”You have rejected my message,
hilltop.”
18
and you are relying on those who
But Yahweh wants to act kindly toward you;
oppress and deceive others.
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he is great because he desires to act
and there are thick clouds of smoke
mercifully.
around him.
Do not forget he is a God who acts justly;
Yahweh is pleased with those who
patiently trust in him.
19

You people who live in Jerusalem, some
day you will not cry anymore. Yahweh
will be kind to you when you call out
to him for help. He will answer you as
soon as he hears you call. 20 Although
now Yahweh has brought poverty on you,
he, your teacher, will not hide himself
from you. He will teach you many things
clearly. 21 And you will hear him speak
to you to guide you. Right behind you he
will say, “This is the road on which you
should walk; walk on this road!” 22 When
that happens, you will destroy all your
idols that are covered with silver or gold.
You will throw them away like you throw
away a ﬁlthy rag, and you will say to them,
“We do not need you anymore!”

By what he says he shows that he is
angry;
what he says is like a devastating ﬁre.
28

His breath is like a ﬂood that covers
his enemies up to their necks.
He will separate the nations in order
to destroy some of them;
it is as though he will put horses’ bridles on them so he can lead them away to
destruction.
29

like they sing during the nights when
they celebrate a holy festival.
They will be very joyful,
like a large group of his people are
joyful when they go up to Mount Zion in
Jerusalem,
along with men playing ﬂutes

23

If you do that, Yahweh will bless you by
giving you good rain at the time that you
plant your crops. You will have good harvests and plenty of big ﬁelds with grass for
your cattle to eat. 24 After the wind blows
away the chaff, the oxen and donkeys that
pull the plow over your ground will have
good grain to eat. 25 At that time, when
your enemies have been slaughtered and
their towers have collapsed, there will
be streams ﬂowing down every hill and
mountain in Judah. 26 The moon will seem
to shine as brightly as the sun, and the sun
will seem to shine seven times as brightly
as previously. That is what it will be like
when Yahweh causes the suffering of his
people to cease; it will be as though he
is putting bandages on their wounds and
healing them.

But his people will sing joyfully

when they are all going there to worship
Yahweh.
He is like a huge rock on top of which
we Israelite people are safe.
30

And Yahweh will enable us to hear
him speaking powerfully.
He will show us that he is very powerful.
We will see him smash his enemies.
Being very angry, he will descend
with a big rainstorm and thunder and hail
to punish them.
31

The soldiers of Assyria will be terriﬁed when they hear the voice of Yahweh

It is as though we see Yahweh coming rod.
from far away;
32
27

he is extremely angry,

and when he strikes them with his

And while Yahweh strikes them to
punish them,
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his people will celebrate by playing
to strike the soldiers of Egypt whom
tambourines and harps.
you thought would help you,
he will also strike you who thought
It will be as though Yahweh will lift
up his powerful hand and defeat the As- that you would be helped,
syrian army in battle.
and you and they will stumble and
33
fall
down;
The Valley of Topheth outside
Jerusalem has been prepared for a long
all of you will die together.
time;
4
But this is what Yahweh said to me:
it is ready for the king of Assyria;
”When a lion stands and growls over
the funeral pyre for burning his body is the body of a sheep that he has killed,
wide and high,
even if a large group of shepherds
and it will be as though Yahweh will comes to chase away the lion,
light the ﬁre with his breath,
even if they shout loudly,
which will come out like a stream of
the lion will not be afraid and will not
burning sulfur.
leave.
Similarly, I, Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, will come down

Chapter 31

to ﬁght my enemies on Mount Zion,
and nothing will stop me.

1

Terrible things will happen to those
who rely on Egypt to help them,

5

Yahweh, commander of the angel
trusting in their soldiers’ horses and armies, will protect Jerusalem
their many chariots and their many charlike a mother bird hovers over the
iot drivers,
baby birds in her nest.
instead of trusting that Yahweh, the
Holy One of Israel, will help them.
2

Yahweh is very wise,

He will defend the city
and rescue it from its enemies.”
6

My people, even though you have greatly
but he also causes people to experi- rebelled against Yahweh, return to him. 7
ence disaster!
When you do that, each of you will throw
away the idols that you have made in
And when he decides to do that,
sin, idols that are covered with silver and
he does not change his mind!
gold.
8
He will strike the wicked people
The Assyrian soldiers will be killed,
and all those who help them.

but not by swords that men use.

3

The soldiers of Egypt that you people
They will be destroyed by the sword
of Judah are relying on are humans, not of God;
God!
and those who are not killed will panic
And their horses are only horses; they and ﬂee.
are not powerful spirits!
And some of them will be captured
and forced to become slaves.
So when Yahweh raises his ﬁst
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9

Even their very strong soldiers will be
terriﬁed;

and they plan to do evil things.

Their behavior is disgraceful,
their leaders will abandon all hope
and they say things about Yahweh
and run away from Yahweh’s power!
that are false.
Yahweh’s presence on Mount Zion is
They do not give food to those who are
like a ﬁre,
hungry,
like a furnace that blazes in Jerusalem.

and they do not give water to those
This is what Yahweh says about the who are thirsty.
Assyrian army!
7
Scoundrels do things that are evil and
that deceive people;

Chapter 32

they plan to do evil things;

by telling lies in court they cause poor
1
Listen to this! Some day there will be people to have trouble,
a righteous king,
even when what the poor people are
requesting
is fair.
and his oﬃcials will help him to rule
justly.

8

But honorable people plan to do hon2
Each of them will be like a shelter from orable things,
the wind
and they do those honorable things,
so they succeed.
and a refuge from the storm.

9
You women of Jerusalem who think
They will be like streams of water in the
that
you
are very secure
desert,
and think that everything is going
like the shade under a huge rock in a
well,
very hot and dry land.

listen to what I say!
When that happens, those leaders will
10
enable people who have not understood
After one year is ended, you who now
God’s truth to understand it,
are not worried about anything will tremand they will enable those who have ble,
3

not paid attention to God’s truth to pay atbecause there will be no grapes for
tention to it.
you to harvest
4

Even those who act very hastily will
have good sense,

and no other crops to harvest.
11

So tremble now, you women who are
and those who cannot speak well will not worried about anything!
speak ﬂuently and clearly.
Take off your fancy clothes and put
5

At that time, people who are foolish rough sackcloth around your waists.
will no longer be admired,
12
You will wail because you are grievand scoundrels will no longer be re- ing about what will happen in your fertile
spected.
ﬁelds and to your fruitful grapevines,
6

ish,

Foolish people say things that are fool-

13

because only thorns and thistles will
grow in your soil.
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Your houses where you had joyful parties and your city where you have been
happy will be gone.
14

The king’s palace will be empty;

Chapter 33
1

Terrible things will happen to you people of Assyria!

there will be no people in the city that
now is very noisy.

You have destroyed others,

Wild donkeys will walk around and
ﬂocks of sheep will eat grass

You have betrayed others,

but you have not been destroyed yet.
but you have not been betrayed yet.

in the empty forts and watchtowers.

When you stop destroying others,

15

It will be like that until God pours his
Spirit out on us from heaven.

others will destroy you.
When you stop betraying others,

When that happens, the deserts will
become fertile ﬁelds,

others will betray you.
2

and abundant crops will grow in those
fertile ﬁelds.

Yahweh, act kindly toward us,

because we have patiently waited for
you
to
help us.
16
People will act justly in those desert
areas,
Enable us to be strong every day,
and rescue us when we have troubles.

and people will act righteously in
those fertile ﬁelds.

3

Our enemies run away when they hear
your
voice.
The result of their acting righteously
will be that there will be peace,
When you stand up and show that
17

the land will be tranquil, and people you are powerful, the people of all nations
ﬂee.
will be secure forever.
4
And after our enemies have been de18
My people will live in their homes
feated,
peacefully, and safely, and calmly,
in places of rest.
19

Even if a severe hailstorm knocks
down the trees in the forest,

we, your people, will take away all our
enemies’ possessions,
like caterpillars and locusts strip off
all the leaves of plants.

and all the buildings in the city are
5
Yahweh is greater than anyone else,
blown down,
and he lives in heaven,
20
Yahweh will greatly bless you;
and he will rule justly and righteously
you will plant seeds in ﬁelds alongside in Jerusalem.
6
the streams
When that happens, he will enable you
to live securely;
and there will be abundant crops.

he will fully protect your possessions,
Your donkeys and cattle will easily
ﬁnd grass to eat when you send them out
he will enable you to be wise and to
know all that you need to know;
into pasture.
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and revering Yahweh will be like a valuable treasure that he will give to you.

godless people will be terriﬁed.

They say, ”None of us can remain alive
But now, look, our messengers are because this ﬁre is burning everything;
crying out in the streets;
it is like the ﬁre on Yahweh’s altar that
our ambassadors have gone to other will burn forever!”
countries to make peace treaties,
15
Those who act honestly and say what
but they will cry bitterly because they is right,
will not succeed.
those who do not try to become rich
8
No one travels on our roads.
by forcing money from people,
7

The leaders of Assyria have broken
their peace treaty with us;

those who do not try to get bribes,

those who refuse to listen to people
they despise the people who made those who are planning to murder someone,
treaties,
those who do not join others who urge
and they do not respect anyone.
them to do what is wrong,
9

The land of Judah is dry and barren.

16

they are the people who will live

The cedar trees in Lebanon are drying safely;
up and decaying.
they will ﬁnd places to be safe in the
The Plain of Sharon along the coast is caves in the mountains.
now a desert plain.
They will have plenty of food
There are no more leaves on the trees
in the areas of Bashan and Carmel.

and water.

17
You people of Judah will see the king
Yahweh says, ”Now I will arise and wearing all his beautiful robes,
show that I deserve for everyone to honor
and you will see that he rules a land
me.
that
extends
far away.
11
You people of Assyria make plans that
18
When you see that, you will think
are as useless as chaff and straw.
about when you were previously terriﬁed,
Your breath will become a ﬁre that
and you will say, ”The oﬃcers of
will burn you up.
Assyria
who counted the tax money that
12
Your people will be burned until only we were forced to pay to them have disapashes remain,
peared!
like thornbushes are cut down and
Those men who counted our towers
burned up.
are gone!
10

13

You people who live far away and you
people who live nearby,

19

Those arrogant people who spoke
a language that we could not understand
pay attention to what I have done and are no longer here!”
realize that I am very powerful.”
20
At that time, you will see Mount
14
The sinners in Jerusalem will tremble Zion, the place where we celebrate our fesbecause they are very afraid;
tivals;
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You will see that Jerusalem has beI want the world and everything that is
come a place that is calm and safe.
in it to hear what I say.
2

It will be secure,
like a tent that cannot be moved because
its ropes are tight
and its stakes are ﬁrmly in the ground.
21

Yahweh will be our mighty God;

Yahweh is angry with the people of all
nations;
he is furious with all their armies.
He has decided that they must be destroyed,
and he will slaughter them.

he will be like a mighty river that will
protect us
because our enemies will not be able
to cross it;
no one will be able to row across it

3

Their corpses will not be buried,
and as a result their bodies will stink,

and the mountains will collapse because of their blood.

4
The sky will disappear like a scroll that
and no warships will be able to sail
is rolled up and thrown away.
across it.
22
Stars will fall from the sky
Yahweh is our judge;

like withered leaves fall from
grapevines,

he is the one who gives us laws,
and he is our king.
He will rescue us.

trees.

or like shriveled ﬁgs fall from ﬁg

23

5
The ropes on our enemies’ boats will
When Yahweh has ﬁnished his work
hang loose,
of destroying objects in the sky,
their masts will not be fastened ﬁrmly,
he will punish the people of Edom,

and their sails will not be spread out.

the people group that he has said must
The treasures that they have seized will be destroyed.
6
be divided among us, God’s people,
It is as though Yahweh will have a
sword
that is covered with blood and fat—
and even lame people among us will
get some.

the blood of lambs and goats

24

And the people in Jerusalem will no
and the fat of the kidneys of rams to
longer say, “We are sick,”
be sacriﬁced.
because Yahweh will forgive the sins
It is as though Yahweh will offer a sacthat have been committed by the people riﬁce in Bozrah
who live there.
and kill many people in other cities
in Edom.

Chapter 34

7

as well as young calves and big bulls.

1

You people of all nations, come near
and listen;
pay careful attention.

Even wild oxen will be killed,

The ground will be soaked with blood,
and the dirt will be covered with the
fat of those animals.
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8

That will be the time when Yahweh
gets revenge

There will also be hawks there,
each with its mate.

for what those people did to the people 16 If you read what is written in the book
of Judah.
that contains messages from Yahweh, you
9
The streams in Edom will be full of will ﬁnd out what he will do to Edom.
burning pitch,
All of those animals and birds will be
and the ground will be covered with there,
burning sulfur and burning pitch.
and each one will have a mate,
10
Yahweh will never ﬁnish punishing
because that is what Yahweh has
Edom with ﬁre;
promised,
the smoke will rise forever.

and his spirit will cause them all to
gather there.

No one will ever live in that land,
and no one will even travel through

it.

17

He has decided what parts of the land
of Edom each will live in,

and those are the places where each
Ravens and various kinds of owls and
bird or animal will live.
small animals will live there.
Their descendants will possess those
Yahweh will measure that land careareas forever,
fully;
throughout all generations.
he will measure it to to decide where
to cause chaos and destruction.
11

12

There will be no more princes;

Chapter 35

the people who have authority will
1
Some day, it will be as though the
have no kingdom to rule; the princes will
desert and other very dry areas are glad;
disappear.
the desert will rejoice and ﬂowers
The deserted palaces and fortiﬁed
buildings will be full of thorns and this- will blossom.
tles.
Like the rose,
2
The ruins will be places for jackals and
the desert will produce ﬂowers abunostriches to live.
dantly;
13

14

Animals that live in the desert and
it will be as though everything is rehyenas will be there,
joicing and singing!
and wild goats will bleat to each other.
The deserts will become as beautiful as
the
trees in Lebanon,
There will also be creatures that roam
around at night and rest there.

as fertile as the plains of the Sharon
15
Owls will make their nests there and and the area of Carmel.
lay their eggs in the nests;
There people will see the glory of Yahand when the eggs hatch, the mother weh;
birds will cover them with their wings.

they will see that he is magniﬁcent.
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3

So encourage those who are tired and
Only those whom Yahweh has set free
weak.
will walk on it.
4

10

Those whom Yahweh has freed will
return to Jerusalem;

Say to those who are afraid,

”Be strong and do not be afraid,
because our God is going to come to
get revenge on his enemies;
he will pay them back for what they
have done,
and he will rescue you.”
5

When he does that, he will enable blind
people to see
and enable deaf people to hear.
6

Lame people will leap like deer,

they will sing as they enter the city,
and they will be extremely joyful forever.
No longer will they be sad or mourn;
glad.

they will be completely joyful and

Chapter 36

1
and those who have been unable to When King Hezekiah had been ruling Judah for almost fourteen years, King Senspeak will sing joyfully.
nacherib of Assyria came with his army
Water will gush out from springs in the to attack the cities in Judah that had
desert,
walls around them. They did not conand streams will ﬂow in the desert. quer Jerusalem, but they conquered all
the other cities. 2 Then the king of As7
The very hot and dry ground will be- syria sent a large army with some of
come a pool of water,
his important oﬃcials from the city of
and springs will provide water for the Lachish to persuade King Hezekiah to surrender. When they arrived at Jerusalem,
dry land.
they stood alongside the aqueduct in
Grass and reeds and papyrus will grow which water ﬂows into the upper pool
in places where the jackals lived previ- into Jerusalem, near the road to the ﬁeld
ously.
where the women wash clothes. 3 The Is8
There will be a highway through that raelite oﬃcials who went out of the city
to talk with them were Hilkiah’s son Eliland;
akim, the palace administrator, Shebna
it will be called ‘the Holy Highway.’
the king’s secretary, and Asaph’s son Joah,
People who are not acceptable to God who wrote down the government decisions.
will not walk on that road;

it will be only for those who conduct 4 Then one of Sennacherib’s important
oﬃcials told them to take a message to
their lives as God wants them to,
Hezekiah
and no wicked fools will walk on that
from the king of Assyria, the great king.
road.
In the message, the king said to the peo9
There will not be any lions there
ple of Jerusalem, ”What are you trusting
or any other dangerous animals along in to rescue you? 5 You say that you have
weapons to ﬁght us and that some other
that road.
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nation has promised to help you, but that
is only talk. Who do you think will help
you to rebel against my soldiers from As6
syria?
Listen to me! You are relying on the army of Egypt. But that is like
when a man tries to walk while leaning
on a broken reed for a walking stick. But
it would pierce the hand of anyone who
would lean on it! That is what the king of
Egypt is like for anyone who relies on him
for help. 7 But perhaps you will say to me
that you are relying on Yahweh your God
to help you. In that case, I would answer
that Yahweh is the one whom Hezekiah insulted by tearing down his high places and
altars and forcing everyone in Jerusalem
and other places in Judah to worship only
in front of the altar in Jerusalem.”
8

The Assyrian oﬃcial talking in front of
the city continued: ”So I suggest that you
make a deal with my master, the king
of Assyria. I will give you two thousand
horses, but I do not think that you can ﬁnd
two thousand of your own men who can
9
You are expecting the
ride on them!
king of Egypt to send chariots and men
riding horses to assist you. But they certainly would not be able to resist even the
most insigniﬁcant oﬃcial in the army of
Assyria! 10 Furthermore, do not think that
we have come here to attack and destroy
this land without Yahweh’s orders! It is
Yahweh himself who told us to come here
and destroy this land!”
11

Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said
to the oﬃcial from Assyria, “Please speak
to us in your Aramaic language, because
we understand it. Do not speak to us in
our Hebrew language, because the people
who are standing on the wall will understand it and become frightened.”

the people in this city will soon need to
eat their own dung and drink their own
urine, just as you will, because you will
have nothing else to eat. ”
13

Then the oﬃcial stood up and shouted
in the Hebrew language to the people sitting on the wall. He said, ”Listen to this
message from the great king, the king
of Assyria! 14 He says, ’Do not allow
Hezekiah to deceive you! He will not be
able to rescue you! 15 Do not allow him to
persuade you to trust in Yahweh, saying
that Yahweh will rescue you, and that the
army of the king of Assyria will never capture this city!
16

Do not pay attention to what Hezekiah
says! This is what the king of Assyria says:
”Come out of the city and surrender to
me. If you do that, I will arrange for each
of you to drink the wine from your own
grapevines and to eat ﬁgs from your own
trees, and to drink water from your own
well. 17 You will be able to do that until
we come and take you to a land that is like
your land—a land where there is grain
to make bread and vineyards to produce
grapes for making new wine and, where
we make plenty of bread.”
18

Do not allow Hezekiah to trick you by
saying, “Yahweh will rescue us.” The
gods that people of other nations worship
have never rescued any of them from the
power of the king of Assyria! 19 Why
were the gods of Hamath and Arpad cities,
and the gods of Sepharvaim unable to rescue Samaria from my power ? 20 No, no
god of any nation which our armies have
attacked has been able to rescue their
people from me. So why do you think
that Yahweh will rescue you people of
Jerusalem from my power?”

12

But the oﬃcial replied, “Do you think 21 But the Hebrew soldiers who were listhat my master sent me to say these things tening were silent. No one said anything,
only to you, and not to the people stand- because King Hezekiah had commanded
ing on the wall? If you reject this message, them, “When the oﬃcial from Assyria
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talks to you, do not answer him.”
22

Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah returned to Hezekiah with their clothes torn
because they were extremely distressed.
They told him what the oﬃcial from Assyria had said.

king and the army of Assyria had left the
city of Lachish and were now attacking
Libnah, a nearby city. So the oﬃcial left
Jerusalem and went to Libnah to report to
the king what had happened in Jerusalem.
9

Soon after that, King Sennacherib received a report that King Tirhakah of
Ethiopia was leading his army to attack
them. So he sent other messengers to
Hezekiah with a letter. In the letter he
1
When King Hezekiah heard what they wrote this to Hezekiah:
reported, he tore his clothes and put on 10 “Do not allow your god, on whom you
clothes made of rough sackcloth because are relying, to deceive you by promising
he was very distressed. Then he went into that he will keep my army from capturing
the temple of Yahweh and prayed. 2 Then Jerusalem.” 11 You have certainly heard
he sent Eliakim, Shebna, and the older what the armies of the kings of Assyria bepriests, who were also wearing clothes fore me did to all the other countries; our
made of rough sackcloth, to talk to Isaiah armies destroyed them completely. So
3
They told you really do not think that you will esthe prophet, son of Amoz.
him, ”Say this to Isaiah: ’King Hezekiah cape from me, do you? 12 Did the gods of
says that this is a day when we have great those nations rescue them? Did they resdistress. Other nations are insulting and cue the region of Gozan, or the cities of Hashaming us. We are like a woman who ran and Rezeph in northern Aram, or the
is about to give birth to a baby, but she people of the region of Eden in the city of
does not have the strength that she needs Tel Assar? 13 What happened to the king of
to do it. 4 But perhaps Yahweh our God Hamath and the king of Arpad? What haphas heard what the oﬃcial from Assyria pened to the kings of the cities of Sepharsaid. Perhaps God knows that the king of vaim, Hena, and Ivvah? Did their gods resAssyria has sent his oﬃcial to insult him, cue them?”
the all-powerful God. Perhaps Yahweh
14
Hezekiah received the letter that the
will punish the king of Assyria for what
messengers
gave him, and he read it.
he said. And I, Hezekiah, request that you
pray for the few of us who are still alive Then he went up to the temple and spread
out the letter in front of Yahweh. 15 Then
here in Jerusalem.’”
Hezekiah prayed this: 16 ”Yahweh, Com5
After those men gave Isaiah that mes- mander of the angel armies, the God to
sage, 6 he told them to say to the king whom we Israelites belong, you are seated
that Yahweh says: ”Those lackeys from on your throne above the statues of the
the king of Assyria have said evil things cherubim, above the sacred chest. Only
about me. But do not let them worry you. you are truly God. You rule all the king7
Listen to this: I will make Sennacherib doms on this earth. You are the one who
hear some news from his own country created everything on the earth and in the
that will worry him very much. So he will sky. 17 So, Yahweh, please listen to what I
go back there, and I will make other men am saying, and look at what is happening!
to assassinate him with their swords.”
And listen to what Sennacherib has said to
8
The oﬃcial from Assyria learned that his insult you, the all-powerful God!

Chapter 37
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18

Yahweh, it is true that the armies of
the kings of Assyria have completely destroyed many nations and ruined their
19
land.
And they have thrown all
the idols of those nations into ﬁres and
burned them. But they were not really
gods. They were only idols made of wood
and stone, and that is why they were able
to be destroyed. 20 So now, Yahweh our
God, please rescue us from the power of
the king of Assyria, in order that the people in all the kingdoms of the world may
know that you, Yahweh, are the only one
who is truly God.”

25

We have dug wells in many countries
and drunk water from them.
And by marching through the streams
of Egypt,
we dried them all up!”
26

But I reply to him, ’Have you never
heard that long ago I determined those
things;
I planned it long ago,
occur.

and now I have been causing it to

I planned that your army would destroy
cities
Then Isaiah sent a message to tell
Hezekiah that Yahweh, whom the Isand cause them to become piles of
raelites worshiped, said this to him: ”Be- rubble.
cause you prayed about what King Sen27
The people in those cities have no
nacherib of Assyria said, 22 this is what I
power,
say to him:
and as a result they are dismayed and
’The people of Jerusalem despise you
discouraged.
and make fun of you.
21

They are as frail as grass and plants in
They will wag their heads to mock
the ﬁelds,
you while you ﬂee from here.
as frail as grass that grows on the
23
Who do you think you have been deroofs
of
houses
spising and ridiculing?
at?

and is scorched by the hot east wind.

Who do you think you were shouting

28

But I know everything about you;

I know when you are in your house
Who do you think you were looking at
and when you go outside;
very proudly?
I also know that you are raging against
It was I, the Holy One whom the Isme.
raelites worship!
29
So because you have raged against
The messengers whom you sent made
me
fun of me.
24

and because I have heard you speak
You said, ”With my many chariots I have
very proudly,
gone to the highest mountains,
to the highest mountains in Lebanon.
We have cut down its tallest cedar trees
and its nicest pine trees.
We have been to the most distant peaks
and to its densest forests.

it will be as though I will put a hook in
your nose
and an iron bit in your mouth in order
that I can take you where I wish,
and I will force you to return to your
own country,
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35
on the same road on which you came
For the sake of my own reputation and
here, without conquering Jerusalem.’”
because of what I promised King David,
30
”This will prove to you, Hezekiah that it who served me well,

is I, Yahweh, who will make all this hapI will defend this city and prevent it
pen:
from being destroyed.’”

This year, you will eat only the crops 36 That night, an angel from Yahweh went
that grow by themselves,
out to where the army of Assyria had set
and next year the same thing will up their tents and killed 185,000 of their
soldiers. When the rest of the soldiers
happen.
woke up the next morning, they saw that
But in the third year you will plant crops there were corpses everywhere. 37 Then
and harvest them;
King Sennacherib left and returned home
you will take care of your vineyards to Nineveh in Assyria and stayed there.
and eat the grapes.
38
One day, when he was worshiping in

You people who are still here in Judah, the temple of his god Nisrok, his two
sons, Adrammelek and Sharezer, killed
will be strong and prosper again.
him with their swords. Then they escaped
32
A small number of my people will and went to the region of Ararat northsurvive,
west of Nineveh. And another of Senand they will spread out from nacherib’s sons, Esarhaddon, became the
king of Assyria.
Jerusalem.
31

That will happen because Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, is desiring
very much to accomplish it.”
33

”This is what Yahweh says about the
king of Assyria:

Chapter 38
1

About that time, Hezekiah became very
ill and was close to dying. So Isaiah went
’His armies will not enter Jerusalem;
to see him and gave him this message:
“This
is what Yahweh says: ‘You should tell
they will not even shoot a single arrow
the people in your palace what you want
into it.
them to do after you die because you will
His soldiers will not bring one shield up
not recover from this illness. You are goto Jerusalem,
ing to die’ ”
and they will not build high mounds 2
Hezekiah turned his face toward the
of dirt against the walls of the city
wall, and prayed this: 3 “Yahweh, do
to enable them to attack the city.
not forget that I have always served you
34
Instead, their king will return to his faithfully with all my inner being, and I
have done things that pleased you!” Then
own country
Hezekiah started to cry loudly.
on the same road on which he came
4
Then Yahweh gave Isaiah this message:
here.
5
”Go back to Hezekiah and tell him that
He will not enter this city!
this is what I, the God to whom your anThat will happen because I, Yahweh, have cestor King David belonged, say: ’I have
said it!
heard what you prayed, and I have seen
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you crying. So listen: I will enable you to
I cried out, ‘Yahweh, help me, because
live ﬁfteen years more. 6 And I will rescue I am distressed!’
and this city from the power of the king of
15
But there was really nothing that I
Assyria. I will defend this city.
could say and ask him to reply to me,
7
And this is what I will do to prove that I
because it was Yahweh who sent this
will do what I have just now promised. 8 I
illness.
will cause the shadow of the sun to move
So now I will live humbly during my
ten steps backward on the stairs that were
built by King Ahaz.’” So the shadow of remaining years
the sun on the stairs moved backward ten
because I am very anguished within
steps.
myself.
9

When King Hezekiah was almost well
again, he wrote this:
10

16

Yahweh, the sufferings that you give
are good,

I said to myself, ”In the middle of my
because what you do and what you
life I am about to walk through the gates
say bring new life and health to me.
of death, and Yahweh is taking from me
And you have restored me
the rest of my years.
11

I said, ”I will not see Yahweh again

and allowed me to continue to live!

in this world where people are alive.

17

I will not see my friends again,

Truly, my suffering was good for me;
you loved me,

or be with others who now are alive
and as a result you have rescued me
in this world.
from dying
12
It is as if my life had been taken away
and have also forgiven all my sins.
like a tent whose pegs have been
pulled up by a shepherd and taken away.

18

Dead people cannot praise you;
they cannot sing to praise you.

I have to roll up my life like a weaver,

Those who have descended to their
like a piece of cloth that a weaver cuts
graves
and rolls up, Yahweh has cut off my life.”
cannot expect you to faithfully do
Between morning and evening he will
things for them.
kill me off.
13

I waited patiently all during the night,

but my pain was as though I were
being torn apart by lions.
Between morning and evening he will
kill me off.
14

I was delirious; I chirped like a swift
or a swallow

19

Only people who are still alive, like I
am, can praise you.
Fathers tell their children how you are
faithful,

and if I remain alive, I will do the
same thing.
20

Yahweh will fully heal me,
so we will sing praise to him

and moaned like a dove.

My eyes became tired looking up toward
while others praise him playing musical
heaven for help.
instruments.
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We will do that every day of our lives of the angel armies: 6 There will be a time
in the temple of Yahweh.”
when everything in your palace, all the
valuable things that your ancestors stored
21
Isaiah had previously said to Hezekiah’s
there up until the present time, will be carservants, “Prepare an ointment from
ried away to Babylon. Yahweh says that
mashed ﬁgs, and spread it on his boil, and
there will be nothing left. 7 Furthermore,
then he will recover.” So they did that,
some of your sons will be forced to go
and Hezekiah recovered.
to Babylon. They will be castrated in or22
And Hezekiah had previously asked, der that they can become servants in the
“What will Yahweh do to prove that I will palace of the king of Babylon.”
recover and be able to go to his temple?” 8
Then Hezekiah replied to Isaiah, “The
message from Yahweh that you have
given to me is good.” He said that because
he was thinking, “Even if that happens,
there will be peace and safety here during
1
Soon after that, Baladan’s son Marduk- the time that I am alive.”
Baladan, the king of Babylon, heard a report that Hezekiah had been very sick
but that he had recovered. So he wrote
some letters and gave them to some mes1
sengers to take to Hezekiah, along with
Our God says, ”Encourage my people!
2
When the messengers arrived,
a gift.
Encourage them!
Hezekiah welcomed them gladly. Then
2
Speak kindly to the people of
he showed them everything that was in
his treasure houses—the silver, the gold, Jerusalem;
the spices, and the nice-smelling olive oil.
tell them that their suffering is ended
He also took them to see the place where
Yahweh has forgiven them for the sins
they kept their soldiers’ weapons, and he
that
they have committed.
showed them the other valuable things
He has fully punished them for their
that were in the storehouses. Hezekiah
showed them everything that was in the sins.”
palace or in other places.
3
Someone is shouting,

Chapter 39

Chapter 40

3

Then Isaiah went to King Hezekiah and
”In the desert plain make the way
asked him, “Where did those men come straight for Yahweh to come to you;
from, and what did they want?”
make a smooth road for our God.
He replied, “They came from the far away
4
Fill in the valleys;
land of Babylon.”
ﬂatten every hill and every mountain.
4
Isaiah asked him, “What did they see in
Make the uneven ground smooth,
your palace?”
and make the rough places smooth.
Hezekiah replied, “They saw everything. I
5
showed them absolutely everything that I
If you do that, it will become known
own—all my valuable things.”
that Yahweh is glorious,
5

Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, ”Listen to
and all people will realize it at the
this message from Yahweh, commander same time.
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Those things will surely happen because
it is Yahweh who has said it.”
6

and he gently leads the female sheep
that are nursing their young lambs.

Someone said to me, “Shout!”

12

There is no one like Yahweh!

I replied, “What should I shout?”

Who else has measured the water in
He replied, ”Shout that people are like the oceans in the palm of his hand?
grass;
Who else has measured the sky?
Who else knows how much soil is in
their faithfulness fades as quickly as
the earth?
ﬂowers in the ﬁeld.
7

Grass withers and ﬂowers dry up

when Yahweh causes a hot wind from
the desert to blow on them.
And all people are like that.
8

up,

The grass withers and the ﬂowers dry

but what our God promises will last
forever.”
9

Zion,

All of you who bring good news to

shout it from the high mountain!

Who else has weighed the mountains
and hills on scales?
13

And who else can advise Yahweh?

Who can teach him or advise him
what he should do?
14

Has Yahweh ever consulted anyone
else to get advice?
Does he need someone to tell him
what is right to do and how to act justly?
15

Yahweh considers that the nations are
as insigniﬁcant as one drop from a bucket
full of water.

They are as insigniﬁcant as dust on
Every one of you who brings good news
scales.
to the people who live in Jerusalem,
shout out loud the message you have
to tell!
Shout it out! Do not be afraid!

He is able to weigh islands
as though they weighed no more than
specks of dust.

16
There would be not enough wood
Say to the people living in the cities
from all the trees in Lebanon
of Judah, ”Here is your God!
to make a suitable ﬁre for sacriﬁcing
10
Yahweh your God will be coming with
animals to him,
power,
and there are not enough animals in
he will rule powerfully.
Lebanon to offer as sacriﬁces to him.
When he comes, he will bring with him
17
The nations of the world are comthe people whom he has freed from being pletely insigniﬁcant to him;
slaves in Babylonia.
he considers that they are worthless
11
He will take care of his people
and less than nothing.
18
like a shepherd takes care of his sheep,
So to whom can you compare God?

arms.

and carries the young lambs in his

He carries them close to his chest

What image resembles him?
19

Can you compare him to an idol that
is made in a mold,
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and then is covered with a thin sheet
Yahweh created them, and at night he
of gold
causes them to appear;
he calls each one by its name.

and decorated with silver chains?
20

Because he is extremely powerful,

A man who is poor cannot buy silver
or gold for his idol;

all of the stars are there when he calls
so he selects a piece of wood that will out their names.
not rot,
27
You people of Israel, why do you complain that Yahweh does not see the trouand he gives it to a craftsman
bles that you are experiencing?
to carve an idol that will not fall over!
Why do you say that he does not act
21
Have you not heard this?
fairly toward you?
Do you not understand it?
28
Have you never heard
Are you unable to hear what God said
and have you never understood
long ago—
that Yahweh is the everlasting God?
messages that he gave before he creHe is the one who created the earth,
ated the earth?
even
the most distant places on the earth.
22
God sits on his throne above the earth,
He never becomes weak or weary,
and the people on the earth below
and no one can ﬁnd out how much
seem to be as small as grasshoppers.
he understands.
He spreads out the sky like a curtain;
29
He strengthens those who feel weak
it is like a tent for him to live in.
and tired.
23
He causes kings to have no more
30
Even youths become faint and weary,
power,
and young men will fall when they
and he causes the rulers to be worth
are exhausted.
nothing.
31
But those who trust in Yahweh will
24
They start to rule, like small plants
become strong again;
start to grow and form roots;
it will be as though they will soar as
but then he gets rid of them
eagles do.
as though they withered when he
They will run for a long time and not
blew on them,
become weary;
like chaff that is blown away by the
they will walk long distances and not
wind.
faint.
25
The Holy One asks,
”To whom will you compare me?
Is anyone equal to me?”
26

Look up toward the sky:
consider who created all the stars.

Chapter 41
1

Yahweh says, ”You people who live on
islands in the ocean,
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be silent in front of me while I ask
and the men who ﬂatten metal encouryou some questions!
age those who hammer it on an anvil.
They all say, ‘The idol has been well
Then you can be courageous and talk to
made!’
me.
Then they carefully nail down the idol
We will meet together and decide
in order that it will not topple over!”
which one of us is right.
8
2
Yahweh continues to say, ”You people
Who has raised up this king to come
of
Israel
are my servants;
from the east?
you are descendants of Jacob, whom
He is the one who does what is right
with every step. He hands nations over to I chose;
him and he defeats them,
you are descendants of Abraham, who
I said was my friend.
and he tramples their kings under his
9
I summoned you from very distant
feet.
places on the earth,
He cuts their enemies and they are deand I said, ‘I want you to serve me.’
stroyed so they are like the dust,
and his army shoots them with bows
and arrows so that they are like the chaff
when the wind blows.
3

Even though they in danger, they go
very swiftly as

I have chosen you,
and I will not reject you.
10

Do not be afraid,
because I will be with you.

Do not be discouraged, because I am
they pursue their enemies, and noth- your God.
ing stops them.
I will enable you to be strong, and I
4
Who has enabled rulers to do mighty will help you;
deeds like that?
I will hold you up with my powerful
Who has done that throughout all arm by which I will rescue you, and I will
generations?
be completely right to do so!
It is I, Yahweh!

11

It is certain that all those who are
I was the ﬁrst one to do things like angry with you Israelite people will be disthat, and I will be the last one to do them. graced.
Those who oppose you will be wiped
5
People who live on islands in the ocean
out;
are afraid while they watch.
they will all die.
People in remote areas tremble and
12
If you search for those who tried to
gather together.
conquer you,
6
They encourage each other and say to
you will not ﬁnd them,
each other,
because they will all disappear.

‘Be strong!’
7

The woodworkers encourage those
who make things from gold,
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13

because it will be as though I will hold
Water from springs will ﬂow into
you up by your right hand.
rivers,
and the rivers will ﬂow across the dry
ground.

I am Yahweh, your God,
and I say to you, ’Do not be afraid,

19

because I will help you.’
14

Although others have treated you people of Israel like worms,
do not be afraid of your enemies,

I will plant cedars, acacia, and myrtle,
in the wilderness—
and olive trees I will plant in the desert
plain— cypresses, pines, and boxtrees all
together.

because I will help you!”

20

I will do that in order that people
This is what Yahweh solemnly says—the who see it will think about it, and they will
know and understand
one who rescues you,
that it is I, Yahweh, who has done it;

the Holy One of Israel.

it is what I, the Holy One of Israel, have
He continues to say, ”I will cause
you to be like a new threshing sledge, very done.
21
sharp and two-edged.
I, Yahweh, the king of Israel am speaking
to
you nations:
You will tear your enemies to bits
15

Come and tell me what your idols can
causing them to be like bits of chaff
do for you! Argue your best in defense of
on the mountains.
them.
16
You will toss them up into the air,
22
Bring them here to tell us what is goand a strong wind will blow them ing to happen!
away.
Ask them to tell us what things hapWhen that happens, you will rejoice pened long ago,
about what I have done for you;
in order that we may think about those
you will praise me, Yahweh, the Holy things,
One of Israel.
and learn if those things that they
17
When poor and needy people need predicted really happened.
water and they have no water,
Or ask them to tell us about the future,
and their tongues are very dry because
in order for us to know what will
they are very thirsty,
happen.
I, Yahweh, will come and help them.
23
Yes, those idols should tell us what
I, the God to whom you Israelite people will happen in the future.
belong, will never abandon them.
If they do that, we will know that they
18
I will cause rivers to ﬂow for them on are really gods.
the barren hills.
Tell them to do something—either someI will give them fountains in the val- thing good or something bad!
leys.
Tell them to do something that will
I will ﬁll the desert with pools of water. cause us to be amazed and afraid!
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24

But that is impossible, because idols
I have chosen him, and I am pleased
are absolutely worthless;
with him.
they can do nothing,

I have given him my Spirit,

and I detest those who decide to worand he will make certain that all the
ship idols.”
people groups do what is right.
25

2
”But I have incited a ruler who will
He will not show his power by shoutcome with his army from the north.
ing

I have summoned him to come from
his country, which is east of Israel,
and he will call on me for help.

or by talking very loudly.
3

He will not get rid of anyone who is
weak like a smashed reed,

I will enable his army to conquer
and he will not end the life of anyone
other rulers;
who is helpless, like an oil lamp about to
they will trample those leaders like stop burning.
a man who makes clay pots ﬁrst tramples
He will faithfully make sure that judges
the clay.
decide cases justly.
26

4
Who told you people long ago that
He will not become exhausted or
this would happen?
discouraged all during the time that he is
Who predicted it, with the result that causing things to be done justly throughwe can say, “What he predicted was cor- out the earth.

rect!”?

No one else said that it would happen.
27

I was the ﬁrst one to say to the people
of Jerusalem:
‘Listen to this! I have appointed a
messenger to tell good news to you!’
28

None of your idols told you that.

Even people living on the islands in
the oceans will conﬁdently wait for him to
teach them his laws.”
5

Yahweh our God created the sky
and spread it out.

He also created the earth and everything on it.

He gives breath to all the people on
And when I asked them questions,
none of them was able to give me any an- the earth and causes them to live.
swers.
And he is the one who says to his special
29
Think about it: Those idols are all servant,
6
useless, worthless things.
”I, Yahweh, have chosen you
They are as meaningless as the wind.”

Chapter 42
1

to show people that I always act righteously.
I will grasp your hand and protect you,
and I will present you to my Israelite
people

Yahweh says, ”I want you people to
to be the one who will put into effect
know about my servant, whom I encourmy covenant with them.
age.
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You will be like a light to the other nations.
7

he will show that he is very angry.
He will shout a battle cry,

For you will enable blind people to see,

you will free those who are in prison mies.

and then he will defeat all his ene-

14
and release those who are in dark
He will say, ”I have remained silent
dungeons.
for a long time;
8

I am Yahweh; that is my name.

I have restrained myself from doing
I will not allow anyone else to receive what I need to do.
the honor that only I deserve.
But now, like a woman who is giving
And I will not allow others to praise birth to a baby, I will cry out and gasp and
pant.
idols, for they should praise only me.
15
9
I will level off the hills and mountains,
Everything that I have prophesied has
happened,
and I will cause all the plants and
trees
to
dry up.
and now I will tell about other things
that will happen.
I will cause the rivers to become small
I will tell you things that will happen streams, and little islands will appear in
them,
before they happen.”
10

Sing a new song to Yahweh!

world!

Sing to praise him throughout the

and I will cause all the pools to become
dry.
16

My people who have been taken into
exile are like blind people,

All you people who sail across the
but I will lead them along a road on
oceans, and all you creatures that live in
which they have not walked before,
the oceans,
and all you people who live on islands
far away, sing!

on a road that they have not seen before.

They have felt very helpless, as though
You people who live in towns in the they were walking in the darkness,
desert, sing loudly!
but I will take away that darkness
You people who live in the region of
and I will make smooth the road that
Kedar in the north of Arabia, you rejoice
is in front of them.
also!
Those are the things that I will do for
You people in the city of Sela in Edom,
them;
you also should sing joyfully;
I will not abandon them.
shout to praise him from the tops of
17
But those who trust in carved idols,
your mountains!
11

and say to images, ‘You are our gods,’

12

Even people who live on distant islands should honor Yahweh
and sing to praise him.

will be completely humiliated.”
18

You Israelite people who have acted toIt will be as though Yahweh will ward God like deaf people, listen to what
march out like a mighty soldier;
Yahweh says!
13
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25
”You who have been like blind people,
Therefore he was extremely angry
look!
with us,

and he caused our soldiers to be deNo people are as blind as my people,
stroyed in battles.
who should have been serving me.
19

It was as though he had lit a ﬁre around
No people are as much like deaf
us,
people as the Israelites, who should have
been my messengers.
but we did not understand what he
No people are as much like blind peo- was trying to tell us.
ple as those whom I chose to serve me in
His anger with us was like a ﬁre that
a covenant.
would burn us up,
but we did not pay attention.

20

You see and know what are the right
things to do, but you do not do them.
You hear what I say to you, but you
do not pay attention.”
21

Because Yahweh is righteous,

Chapter 43
1

But now, you people of Israel, listen
to Yahweh, the one who established your
nation.

he has honored his glorious laws.
22

But armies have destroyed Jerusalem
The one who caused you to become a
and have completely plundered all the
nation
says this:
valuable things,
”Do not be afraid,
and they have captured Yahweh’s
people

because I have rescued you.

I have called you by your name, in orand taken them away and put them
der
that you may belong to me. Now you
in prison.
are mine.
They have been captured easily,
2
When you experience dangerous situbecause there was no one to protect ations,
them;
and you have hardships as terrible as
there was no one to say that they should deep rivers to cross,
be allowed to return home.
I will be with you.
23
Who among you will listen carefully
When you have very painful troubles,
to these things?
as painful as ﬁre,
Who will pay attention from now on?
you will be able to endure them, and
24
Who allowed the valuable possessions they will not hurt you,
of the people of Israel to be stolen?
3
because I am Yahweh, your God,
It was Yahweh, because he is the one
the Holy One of Israel, the one who
against whom we had sinned;
rescues you.
we did not conduct our lives like he
wanted us to,
and we did not obey his laws.

I will sacriﬁce Egypt in your place;
you.
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10
I will cause other countries to be conBut Yahweh says, ”You people of Israel
quered instead of your country;
are my witnesses,

and you are the ones who serve me.

I will trade them for you,

I chose you in order that you would
know me, believe in me,

in order that you will not be killed,
because you are very precious to me
and because I love you.
5

you.

Do not be afraid, because I am with

and understand that I am the only
one who is truly God.
There is no other true God.

There was no other true God previSome day I will gather your descenously,
dants from the east and from the west.
and there will never be another true
6
I will command the rulers of the na- God.
tions to the north and to the south,
11
I, only I, am Yahweh,
’Allow all the people of Israel to return
and there is no other one who can
to their country,
save you.
from the most distant places on the
12
I said that I would rescue your ancesearth.
tors,
7
Allow all those who belong to me to
and then I rescued them, and I proreturn,
claimed that I had done it.
because I have caused them to become
No foreign god among you did that!
a nation in order that they would honor
me;
And you are witnesses that only I,
Yahweh,
am God.
I am the one who has done that.’
13
I am God, the one who has existed
Summon the people who have eyes
forever and who will exist forever;
but act as though they were blind;
no one can snatch people from my hand,
summon those who have ears but act
8

as though they were deaf.
9

Gather people of all nations together,

and no one can change what I have
done.”
14

Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel, is the
one who rescues you, and this is what he
and ask them this: ’Has any of their says:
idols foretold the things that are happen”For your sake, I will send an army to
ing now?
attack Babylon.
And can any of them predict what
They will force the people of the city
will happen in the future?’
to run away from their city, and to wail in
Then bring people who will testify and song instead of rejoice in song.
say ’I heard them predict things,
15
I am Yahweh, your Holy One,
and what they predicted was what
the one who caused Israel to become
happened,’
a nation, and the one who is really your
ones from all people groups,

but they will be lying.”

king.
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16

I am Yahweh, the one who opened a
You people of Israel have become tired
path through the water,
of worshiping me.
Reeds.

making a road through the Sea of

23

You have not brought to me sheep or
goats for offerings to burn up on my altar;

17

Then I summoned the great army of
you have not honored me with any
Egypt
sacriﬁces,
to come with all their chariots and
even though the offerings of grain and
horses.
incense that I asked you to bring to me
were
not a burden to you.
But when they tried to pursue my people,

24

You have not bought for me any fragrant
reeds,
I caused the waves to ﬂow over them
and they drowned;
and you have not poured out to me the

their lives ended like the light of a sweet-smelling fat from any animal sacricandle ends when someone snuffs out the ﬁces.
wick.
But you have burdened me by all the
18
But do not think only about what hap- sins that you have committed,
pened in the past, long ago.
and made me weary because of all
Instead, consider the new thing that your iniquities.
I am going to do.
25
I am the one who is able to forgive
you for all your sins;
I have already started to do it;
19

can you see it?

I am the only one who can do that,

I am going to make a road through the
with the result that I will never think
desert.
about them again.
26
And I will cause there to be streams
Tell me what I have done that you do
in the wasteland.
not like.
20

The jackals and ostriches and other
Do you think that when you state
wild creatures will thank me
your case, you will prove that you are infor giving them water in the desert. nocent?
27
No, what has happened is that the ﬁrst
I will cause streams to appear in the dry
ancestor
of you Israelites sinned against
desert
me,
in order that my people, the ones
and since then, all your leaders have
whom I have chosen, will have water;
rebelled
against me.
21
I will do that for the people whom I
28
That is why I will cause your priests
have created and chosen to belong to me,
to be disgraced;
so that they will tell others about the
I will allow others to destroy you
wonderful things I have done for them.
people
of Israel
22
But now, you descendants of Jacob,
you refuse to request my help.
and caused you to be despised.”
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Chapter 44

He should tell what has happened
since I caused my people of Israel to become a nation long ago;

1

But now, you people of Israel whom
he should also explain why events in
Yahweh has chosen to serve him, listen to
the past happened the way they did,
me.
2
and he should predict what will hapYahweh, the one who created you,
pen
in
the future.
watched over you while you were being
8
born, and helps you, says this:
My people, do not be afraid.
”You dear people of Israel whom I
Long ago I told you things that would
have chosen,
happen;
you who serve me,

you know that I predicted them, and
you can testify that I did that.

do not be afraid.
3

There certainly is not any other God.

I will pour water on your dry land
and cause streams to ﬂow.

And I will pour out my Spirit on your
descendants
and greatly bless them.
4

They will grow up like grass grows
along the water,
like willow trees grow well along a
riverbank.
5

Some of them will say, ‘I belong to
Yahweh,’
and others will say, ‘We are descendants of Jacob,’
and others will write on their hands,
‘We belong to Yahweh,’
and others will say, ‘We are Israelites,
and we belong to Yahweh.’”
6

There is no other God who is able to
protect you.”
9

All those who make idols are foolish,

and the idols that they think highly of
are worthless.
And the people who worship those
idols—it is as though they were blind,
and they will be ashamed for having
worshiped those idols.
10

Only foolish people would make idols
in a mold,
all.

idols that would never help them at

11

Those who make idols and those who
worship them will be ashamed.
Those who make idols are only human
beings,

Yahweh, the King of Israel, the one who
but they claim that they are making
saves us, commander of the angel armies,
gods!
says this:
They should stand in front of God in a
”I am the one who begins everything
courtroom,
and who ends everything;
and when they hear what he says,
there is no other God.
they will be terriﬁed,
7
If there is anyone like me,
and they will all be disgraced.
he should proclaim it!
12
Metalworkers stand in front of hot
He should speak and tell me now!

coals
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in order to make idols.
They pound them with hammers and
shape them.
Because they work very hard, they become hungry and weak;

self,

and he burns part of it to warm him-

and he says, “I feel warm while I am
watching the ﬂames in the ﬁre.”
17

Then he takes the rest of the wood

and makes an idol which is to be his
they become very thirsty and feel
god.
exhausted.
He bows down to it and honors it,
13
Then a woodcarver takes a big block
of wood and he measures it;

and prays to it and says,

then he marks it to show where he
will cut it.

“You are my god, so save me!”

He uses a chisel and other tools
to carve it to resemble a human.
He causes it to become a very beautiful
idol,
and then he puts it in a special house,
where he will bow down to it.
14

Before he carves an idol from that
block of wood, he has already cut down a
cedar tree,
or he has selected a cypress tree or
an oak tree
and allowed it to grow tall in the forest.

18

Those people are very stupid and ignorant.
It is as though they were blind and
unable to see,
as though their minds were closed
and unable to think well.
19

They do not think about what they
are doing,
that they are taking a block of wood
and burning half of it to warm themselves
and using some of the rest to bake
bread and roast some meat!
They do not say to themselves,

Or he has planted a pine tree,

”It is stupid to take the rest of the wood
and the rain has watered it and caused to make a detestable idol!
it to grow tall.
It does not make sense to bow down
15
After he uses part of the tree to make to a block of wood!”
an idol,
20
They might as well be eating the ashes
he uses the other part to make a ﬁre, from a ﬁre!
bread.

either to warm himself or to bake

They trust in something that cannot
save them;

they do not admit, “In my hand I hold
But he uses part of the same tree to make
something that is not really a god! ”
for himself an idol to worship!
21
Yahweh says, ”You descendants of JaHe makes an idol, and then he bows
cob,
down to worship it.
you people of Israel who should be
He burns part of the wood of that tree
to cook his meat and eats it and becomes serving me,
I created you,
full,
16
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and I will not forget you.
22

I tell them to say to the people of
Jerusalem, ‘Some day people will live here
again.’

I have gotten rid of your sins
like the wind blows away a cloud.

And I tell them to say to the people in
It is as though your transgressions were other towns in Judah that I, Yahweh, say,
a morning mist
’Your towns will be rebuilt;
that I have blown away.

I will cause the places that are only
ruins to be rebuilt.’

Return to me

27

because I have rescued you.”

When I say to the rivers, ‘Dry up!’
they will become dry.

23

The sun and moon and stars in the
sky, should sing,

28

When I say about King Cyrus, ’He
will take care of my people like a shepherd
and the very deepest places of the
takes care of his sheep,
earth will should joyfully!
he will do all that I want him to do,’
All the mountains and forests, and all
he will say about Jerusalem,
you trees,
‘We must rebuild it!’

should sing loudly,

and he will also say, ‘We must rebuild
because Yahweh has rescued the dethe temple!’”
scendants of Jacob,
and the people of Israel will praise

him.
24

Yahweh, who saved you and created
you, says this:

Chapter 45
1

Cyrus is the one whom Yahweh has
appointed
to be the emperor of Persia
”I am Yahweh, the one who created everything.
and to whom he will give great power;
I am the only one who stretched out the
Yahweh will enable him to defeat other
sky.
nations
There was no one who was with me

and to take away the power of their
kings.

when I created the earth.
25

liars,

I show that the false prophets are

He will cause gates of cities to be
opened,

and no one will ever be able to shut
and I show that those who perform
them.
rituals to predict the future are fools.
2
This is what Yahweh says to him:
Some people who falsely think that they
”Cyrus, I will go ahead of you
are wise say that they know much,
and level the mountains.
but I show that they are foolish.
26

But I always cause to happen what
my prophets predict.
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I will give you treasures that people
they are just like every other clay pot
have hidden in dark secret places.
that is made, and yet they argue with the
One who made them and formed them out
I will do that in order that you will know
of the clay.
that I am Yahweh,
Can a lump of clay say to the potter who
the God to whom the Israelites belong,
made him,
the God who calls you by your name.
‘Why are you making me like this?’
4
I have summoned you, calling out your
The clay pot cannot say ’What do you
name,
think you are doing, making me this way?”
for the sake of the people of Israel or “You have no skill and your clay pots
are not worth anything!”
whom I have chosen, who serve me.
10

Even though you do not know me,
I will give you a title that has great
honor.
5

God.

And it would be terrible if an unborn
baby would say to its father,
‘Why are you causing me to be born?’
or if it said to its mother,

I am Yahweh, and there is no other

‘The result of your labor pains will be
useless.’”

Even though you do not know me,

11

Yahweh, the Holy One of the Israelite
people, the one who created Israel, says
6
in order that everyone in the world, this to them:
from the east to the west, will know that
”Why do you ask questions about
there is no other God.
what I do for you, my children?
I am Yahweh, and there is no other
Why do you instruct me about the work
God.
that I should do?
7
I created the light and the darkness.
12
I am the one who created the earth
I cause there to be peace and I cause
and created people to live on it.
there to be disasters.
I stretched out the sky with my hands,
I, Yahweh, do all those things.”
I will give you power to wage war

and I put the stars in their places.

8

Yahweh also says, ”Just like the rain
falls on the earth to help it,

13

And I have made Cyrus to desire to
do
things
that are right,
I will help my people and rescue them;
I will cause them to be treated justly.
and I will enable him to do all those
I, Yahweh, am the one who will cause things easily. No one will be able to stop
him.
both of those things to happen.

His workers will rebuild my city,
Terrible things will happen to those
who argue with me, because I am the one
and he will free my people who have
who created them.
been exiled.
9

And he will do it without my rewarding
They are like clay pots who are arguhim!”
ing with the Potter who made them;
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This is what Yahweh, commander of
What I proclaimed, I did not speak
the angel armies, says.
secretly;
14

And this is also what I, Yahweh, say to
I did not hide what I was saying by
you, my people:
speaking in a dark place.
”You will rule the people of Egypt and
When I spoke to the descendants of JaEthiopia,
cob,
and the tall people of Seba will become
your slaves.
They will come to you bringing all the
things that they sell,
and it will all be yours.

I did not tell them
‘It will be useless for you to seek for me!’
I, Yahweh, speak only what is true
and what is right.
20

You people who are still alive after
They will have chains on their arms as experiencing great disasters,
they follow you.
should come and gather together and
They will bow down in front of you and listen to this:
say,
The people who carry around their
’God is with you
wooden idols
and he is the only God;
and pray to them are foolish, because
there is no other God.’”

those idols cannot rescue them!
21

Talk among yourselves and decide
what you will say to prove that you should
you are the one to whom we Israelite
pray to idols.
people belong, the one who saves us.
And when you do that, I will ask you,
16
All those who make idols will be hu’Who predicted long ago what has now
miliated.
happened?
They will all be disgraced together.
Did any idol tell you that those things
17
But you, Yahweh, will rescue us, your
would
happen?’
Israelite people,
15

God, although we cannot see you,

No, it was only I, Yahweh, who told you,

and we will be free forever.

because I am the only God; there is
Never again, during all the future, will
no
other
God.
we again be humiliated and disgraced.
I am a God who acts righteously and
18
Yahweh is God;
saves people;
he is the one who created the sky
there is no other one who does these
and created and formed the earth.
things.
He did not want it to remain with noth22
Everyone in the world should ask me
ing living on it;
to save them,
he wanted people to live on it.

He says, ”I am Yahweh;

because I am the only God who can
do that;

there is no other God.

there is no other one.
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23

I have solemnly declared, using my
I am not like the gods of Babylonia that
own name;
must be carried;
I have spoken what is true,
said:

and I will never change what I have

instead, it is as though I have carried

you

since you ﬁrst became a nation.

I carried you even before you became
Some day, everyone will bow in front
a
nation.
of me,
4
I will be your God, and I will carry you
and they will all solemnly promise to
for many years,
be loyal to me.
24

They will declare,

‘Yahweh is the one who enables us to
live righteously and to be strong.’”

until it is as though your nation is an
old man with gray hair.
I caused you to become a nation,
and I will sustain you and rescue you.

And all those who have been angry at
Yahweh will come to him,

5

There is certainly no one to whom I
and they will be ashamed that they can be compared.
were angry with him.
There is no one who is equal to me.
25

6
Yahweh is the only one who will enSo it is stupid that some people pour
able us Israelite people in all future times out gold and silver from their bags
to defeat our enemies,
and weigh it on a scale.
and then we will boast about what he
Then they hire a man who makes things
has done for us.
from gold to make an idol from it.

After he makes an idol, they bow down
and worship it!

Chapter 46

7

1

It is as though Bel and Nebo, the statues of the gods of Babylonia,

They lift it up and carry it on their
shoulders.
They put it in a special place,
and it stays there.

were bowing down as they are put on
animals and carried away!

It cannot move!

The statues are heavy burdens and will
And when someone prays to it, it does
cause the animals to become tired!
not answer.
2

Gods and animals are all bowed down;

So obviously it cannot rescue anyone
the gods can save neither themselves from his troubles!
8
nor the beasts of burden;
You people of Judah, do not forget this;
exile!

the gods themselves are going into

keep thinking about it, you sinful
people!

3

9
Yahweh says, ”You descendants of JaThink about the things that I did long
cob who were exiled,
ago.
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Only I am God; I am God, and there is
no one like me.

You will be slaves, so take heavy stones
and grind grain like slave women do.

10

Only I can tell what will happen in
the future before it occurs;

Take off your beautiful veils

and take off your robes as you prepare to cross streams to go where you will
I will accomplish everything that I plan be forced to go.
3
to accomplish,
You will be naked and very ashamed.
and I will do everything that I want
I will have vengeance on you and will
to do.
not pity you.”
I tell it long before it happens.

11

4
So I will summon Cyrus to come from
The one who frees us people of Juthe east like a swift and powerful eagle;
dah, whom we call ‘Yahweh, Commander
he will come from a distant country. of the angel armies,’

is the Holy One of Israel.

He will accomplish what I want him to.

5

He is the one who will do what I have
said that I want him to do,

sit silently in the darkness,
because no one will never again say that
your city is like a queen that rules many
kingdoms.

what I have planned.
12

Yahweh says, ”You people of Babylon,

You stubborn people of Israel,

you who are completely unable to do
6
I was angry with the people who bewhat is right,
long to me,
13
I will rescue you,
and I punished them.
and it will not be a long time before
I allowed you people of Babylon to conthat happens.
quer them.
I will do it soon.
But when you conquered them, you did
not act mercifully toward them.
I will rescue Jerusalem
and show to you Israelite people that
I am glorious.”

You oppressed even the old people.

7

You said, ’We will rule other nations
forever;
it is as though our city will be the
queen of the world forever!’

Chapter 47

But you did not think about the things
Yahweh also says, ”You people of Baby- that you were doing,
lon,
or think about what would result.
you should go and sit in the dust,
8
You people of Babylon who enjoy pleabecause your time to rule other coun- sures and who live in luxury,
tries is almost ended.
listen to this:
People will never again say that BabyYou act as through you were gods, saylonia is beautiful
ing, “I am special, and there is no one bet1

like a very attractive young woman.

ter than I am,”
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None of our women will never become
perhaps you will be able to cause your
widows,
enemies to be afraid of you!
13
But all that has resulted from your doand none of our children will never
ing all the things that the magicians have
be killed in wars.’
told you to do is that you have become
9
But both of those things will happen
tired!
to you suddenly:
The men who look at the stars, anmany of your women will become nounce every new moon, predict what
widows
will happen
and many of your children will die,
should come forward and rescue you
even though you perform much sorcery from the disasters that you are about to
and many kinds of magic to prevent bad experience.
14
things from happening to you.
But they cannot do that, because they
10
You felt safe even though you were are like straw that is burning in a ﬁre;

doing many wicked things,

and you said, ‘No one will see what
we are doing!’

they cannot save themselves from
being burned up in the ﬂames.
They are unable to help you;

they are as useless as stubble that
You thought that you were very wise
burns, but that ﬁre will burn them up
and knew many things,
rather than let them enjoy the heat.
and you said, ‘We are gods, and there
15
And they will disappoint you, those
are no others like us,’
with whom you faithfully worked and
but you deceived yourselves.
with whom you traveled and traded when
11
So you will experience terrible things, you were younger,
and yet all of them keep doing their own
and you will not be able to prevent
foolish things;
them by working magic.
You will experience disasters,
and you will not be able to pay any magician to keep those things from happening.
A catastrophe will happen to you suddenly,

and when you cry out for help, there
is no one who can help you.”

Chapter 48
1

Descendants of Jacob,

who are also descendants of Judah
something that you will not realize is
and are now called the people of Israel,
about to happen.
So continue to perform all your magic
spells!

listen to Yahweh!

you to be successful;

but you do not do it sincerely.

12

You make solemn promises using the
name
of Yahweh,
Keep doing the many kinds of sorcery
that you have been doing for many years!
and you request that the God to whom
Perhaps doing those things will enable you Israelite people belong will hear you,
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2

8
You say that you live in the holy city
I will tell you about things that you
of Jerusalem
have never heard about or understood before.
and you insincerely say that you are
Even long ago you did not pay attenrelying on the God to whom you people of
tion to me.
Israel belong,

the one who is Yahweh, commander
of the angel armies.

I know that you act very deceitfully;

you have rebelled against me since
you
ﬁrst
became a nation.
”Long ago I predicted what would hap9
pen.
But for my own sake, in order that I
will be honored,
And then suddenly, I caused those
I will not punish you immediately
things to happen.
3

and I will not completely get rid of
I knew that you people were very stubyou.
born;
10
I have puriﬁed you, but not the way
I knew that your heads were as hard
people
reﬁne silver.
as iron or brass.
4

Instead, I have caused you to suffer very
That is why I told you those things long
much to get rid of your impure behavior,
ago.
11
But for my own sake I will delay punLong before they occurred, I anishing you more;
nounced that they would occur,
I will delay for my own sake,
in order that when they happened you
in order that my reputation will not
could not say
be damaged.
’Our idols did it;
I will not allow any person or any idol to
our statue carved out of wood or our be honored as I deserve to be honored.”
idol made of metal caused them to hap12
”You descendants of Jacob, you people
pen.’
of Israel whom I have chosen,
6
You have heard those things that I prelisten to me!
dicted,
Only I am God;
and now you have seen that they have
I am the one who begins everything
all occurred,
and who causes everything to end.
so why do you not admit it?
13
I am the one who laid the foundation
Now I will tell you new things,
of the earth.
5

things that you have not known previously.
7

I stretched out the sky with my hand.
And when I tell the stars to appear,

I am causing them to happen now;

they all do what I tell them.

they are not things I did long ago.

14

All of you, gather together and listen
So you cannot say, ‘We already knew to me.
None of your idols has told this to you:
about those things.’
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I, Yahweh, have chosen Cyrus to assist
me,

which no one can count.

I would not have needed to destroy
and he will do to Babylon what I want them;
him to do,
the country of Israel would not have
and his army will destroy the army been destroyed.
of Babylonia.
20
However, now I tell you,
15
I have said it;
leave Babylon!
I have summoned Cyrus.
Flee from being slaves of the people of
I have appointed him,
Babylonia!
and he will accomplish everything
Proclaim this message joyfully;
that he attempts to do.
send it to the most remote places on
16
Come close to me and listen to what I the earth:
say.
‘Yahweh freed the people of Israel from
Long ago I told you plainly what would being slaves in Egypt.’
happen,
21
They were not thirsty when he led
and when those things occurred, I them through the desert,
was causing them to happen.”
because he split open the rock
And now Yahweh the Lord and his Spirit
and caused water to gush out for them
have sent me, the prophet Isaiah, to give
to drink.’
you a message.
22
But things will not go well like that
This is what Yahweh, the one who
for
wicked
people,” says Yahweh.
saves you, the Holy God of us Israelites,
says:
17

”I am Yahweh, your God;
I teach you what is important for you
to prosper;

Chapter 49

1
All you people who live on islands in
I direct you and lead you to do the the ocean and in other distant areas,
things that you should do.
pay attention to what I will say!
18
I wish that you had paid attention to
Yahweh called me before I was born;
my commands!

he chose me when I was still in my
If you had done that, things would
mother’s
womb.
have gone well for you
2

like a river that ﬂows gently;
you would have been successful again
and again,
like waves that come without ceasing.
19

When I grew up, he caused my messages to be like a sharp sword.
He has protected me by his hand.
He protects me like someone protects
sharp arrows in a quiver.

Your descendants would have been
3
He said to me, ”You will serve my Isas many as the grains of sand on the
raelite people,
seashore
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me.”

and you will cause people to honor

because you serve me, Yahweh, the one
who faithfully does what I promise.

I am the Holy God to whom you Israelites belong, the one who has chosen
I have used my strength, but I have
you.”
accomplished nothing worthwhile;
8
This is also what Yahweh says:
everything that I have done has been
”At a time when it pleases me, I will
in vain.
answer your prayers.
However, Yahweh can honor me as he
On the day when I rescue you from
pleases;
your oppressors, I will help you.
my God is the one who will reward
I will protect you and enable you to esme as I deserve.”
tablish an agreement with other nations.
5
Yahweh formed me when I was in
And by what you do, I will re-establish
my mother’s womb in order that I would
your nation of Israel
serve him;
4

I replied, ”My work has been useless;

and allow you to live again in your land
he appointed me to bring the people
that
was abandoned.
of Israel back to himself.
9

Yahweh has honored me,
and he is the one who has caused me
to be strong.
6

He says to me,

You will say to those who were captured and exiled,
‘Leave Babylonia and return to your
own country!’
And you will say to those who are in
dark prisons,

”It is not enough for you to serve me
by bringing the descendants of Jacob
back to worship me again;

‘Come out into the light!’

When that happens, they will again be
I also want you to be like a light for the like sheep
non-Israelites;
that eat grass in green pastures,
I want you to take my message
on hills where before there was no
about how to be saved to people all over
grass.
the world.”
10
They will not be hungry or thirsty
7
Yahweh, the one who saves us,
anymore;
the Holy God of us Israelite people,
the hot sun will not beat upon them
says to the one who was despised and again.
rejected by the people of many nations,
I, Yahweh, will act mercifully toward
to the one who is the slave of rulers, them and lead them;
”Some day kings will stand up to respect
I will lead them to where there are
you when they see you,
springs of cool water.
you

and princes will bow down before

11

And I will cause the mountains to become as though they were level roads,
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and I will prepare good highways
they will be with you for you to show
for my people to travel on, to return to to people
Jerusalem.
like a bride shows her wedding orna12

My people will return from far away; ments!

19
Your land has been ruined and caused
some will come from the north, some
to become desolate,
from the west,

some from southern Egypt.”
13

Because of what Yahweh has
promised to do,
everything should shout joyfully—

but some day it will be ﬁlled with
people,
and those who conquered you will be
far away.

20
The children who were born while
the sky and the earth and the mounyou were exiled will return to Jerusalem
tains should sing,
and say,
because Yahweh comforts his people,
’This city is too small for us;
and he will pity those who are sufferWe need more space to live in!’
ing.
21
Then you will think to yourselves,
14
The people of Jerusalem say,
’It is amazing that we have all these
”Yahweh has abandoned us;
children!
he has forgotten about us.”
Most of our children were dead,
15

But Yahweh replies,

and the rest were exiled.

”That is not true! Can a woman forget
the infant that she is nursing?

We were left here alone;

so we do not know where all these chilCan she stop acting kindly toward the dren have come from!
child to whom she has given birth?
Who raised them?’”
But even if a woman would do that,
22
This is what Yahweh our God says:
I will not forget you!
”Watch! It is as though I will lift up
16
Note that I have written your names my hand to signal to those who are not Ison the palms of my hands;
raelites.
I am always looking at the walls of
And they will carry your little sons
your city.
and daughters on their shoulders
17

Soon your children will be returning
there,

and bring them back to you.
23

Kings will serve you and will tutor
and all those who destroyed your city your children,
will leave.
and their queens will take care of your
18
You will look around and see
young children.
you.

all of your children coming back to

They will prostrate themselves in front
of you
and lick the dust off your feet.

As surely as I live,
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When that happens, you will know that
on which they state that they were
I am Yahweh;
divorcing them!
I certainly did not get rid of you like a
and those who trust in me will never
man who sells his children to get money
be disappointed.”
to pay what he owes.
24
There is no one who can snatch valuNo, the reason that I forced you to be
able things from a soldier who has capexiled
tured those things in a war;
was to punish you because of the sins
there is no one who can force a tyrant
to free the people whom he has captured. that you have committed.
25

2

But Yahweh says this:

When I came to you to rescue you,

why did no one answer when I called
”Some day, those who have been capout to you?
tured will go free,
Was there no one there to buy you back
and the valuable things that
and take you home?
tyrants have snatched from others will be
Did you think that I do not have the
returned,
power to rescue you?
because I will ﬁght against those who
Think about this:
ﬁght against you,
I can speak to a sea and cause it to
and I will rescue your children.
become dry!
26
And I will cause your enemies to deI can cause rivers to become deserts
stroy themselves
with the result that the ﬁsh in the
instead of murdering others.
rivers die from thirst and rot.
When that happens, everyone in the
3
I cause the sky to become dark,
world will know that I, Yahweh, am the
as though it was wearing black clothes
one who saves you,
because it was mourning because somethe one who rescues you from your
one had died.”
enemies;
4
Yahweh our God has taught me to
everyone will know that I am the speak for him,
mighty God to whom you descendants of
in order that I may encourage those
Jacob belong.”
who are weary.

Chapter 50
1

Each morning he awakens me,
in order that I may listen to what he
teaches me.

This is also what Yahweh says:

5

Yahweh our God has spoken to me,

”You Israelite people, do not think that
and I have not rejected what he told
I forced your parents to be exiled to Baby- me;
lonia
I have accepted it.
like some men send away their wives
6
I allowed people to beat me on my
back
after giving them a paper
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and to pull out the whiskers in my
Yahweh tells you what will happen to
beard because they hated me.
you:
he will make you die in great torment!

I did not turn away from them
when they made fun of me and spat
on me.
7

me,

But because the Lord Yahweh helps

Chapter 51
1

Yahweh says, ”You people who desire
to act righteously,

I will never be humiliated.

Therefore I am determined to face difwho want to do what I want you to
ﬁculties,
do,
and I know that nothing will cause
listen to me!
me to be ashamed.
Think about Abraham!
8
God is near to me; he will show others
It is as though he were a huge rock
that I have been right to trust him,
cliff;
so if anyone stands in front of me and
and when you people of Israel became
accuses me in a court,
a nation,
he will not be able to show that I have
it was as though I had cut you like
done anything that is wrong.
stones from that rocky cliff.
9
The Lord Yahweh defends me in court,
2
Think about your ancestor Abraham
so no one will be able to condemn me. and his wife Sarah, of whom all of you are
All those who accuse me will disappear descendants.
When I ﬁrst spoke to Abraham,

like old clothes that have been eaten
by moths.
10

he had no children.

If you honor Yahweh

But after I blessed him, he had a huge
number
of descendants.
and do what his servant tells you to
3
do,
Some day I, Yahweh, will encourage
even if you are walking in darkness, and Abraham’s descendants again,
it seems that there is no light,

and I will comfort all the people who
trust in Yahweh your God to help you; live in the ruins of Jerusalem.
depend on him.
The deserts in that area will become like
11
But you people who oppose me by Eden;
lighting your own ﬁres,

it will be like the garden of Yahweh.

and by carrying your own ﬂaming
All the people there will be joyful and
torches:
happy;
go ahead and live according to your own
knowledge,
according to what you think is best.

they will thank me and sing.
4

me,
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because I command you to proclaim
and I will save you, and you will be
my laws;
saved forever.”
9
the right things that I will do will be like
Yahweh, wake up and do something
5
a light for the people of all the nations. I for us!
will soon rescue you and them;
Show us how strong you are!
by my power I will rule over the peoDo mighty things
ple of the earth and bless them.
like you did long ago,
The people who live in the most diswhen you stabbed Rahab, the sea
tant lands on earth will wait for me to help
monster, and cut it into pieces.
them.
6

10

Surely you are the one who dried up
the sea,

Look up at the sky,
and look at the earth;
see what they are like now,

because some day the sky will disappear
like smoke,
and the earth will wear out like old
clothes wear out,
and people on the earth will die like

ﬂies.

But I will rescue you, and you will remain free forever,
and everyone will know what I do
and I will always do what is right.

and made a path through that deep water
in order that your people could cross

it!
11

And those whom Yahweh will rescue
from being exiled in Babylonia
will similarly return to Jerusalem
singing.
Their being joyful forever will be like
a crown on their heads.
They will not be sad or mourn anymore;

they will be completely joyful and
You people who know what things are
happy.
right to do,
7

12

and who know in your inner beings
what is written in my laws,

”I am the one who encourages you.

listen to me!
you;

Do not be afraid of people who taunt

do not be disturbed when people revile you,
8

because some day they will be destroyed

Yahweh says,

So why are you afraid of humans
who will wither and disappear like
grass?
13

You should not have forgotten me,
Yahweh, the one who created your nation,

like clothing that moths have eaten,

the one who stretched out the sky
and laid the foundations of the earth.

You should not be afraid of those who
like wool garments that have been eaten
are angry with you
by worms.
and want to destroy you.
Everyone will know what I do and I
will always do what is right;
You should not be afraid of them now,
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because those angry people have now
disappeared!

Your country has become desolate;
your cities have been destroyed;

14

Soon you people, whom your enemies have caused to be slaves in Babylonia, will be freed!
You will not remain in prison, and you
will not die of hunger,
15

because I am Yahweh, your God,

many people have died from hunger;
many people have been killed by your
enemies’ swords.
Now there is no one to weep with you
and sympathize with you.

20
Your children have fainted and lie at
the one who stirs up the sea and causes
the corner of every street;
the waves to roar;
they are as helpless as an antelope
I am Yahweh, commander of the angel
that has been caught in a net.
armies!
What has happened to them is because
16
I have given you my message to proYahweh has been very angry with them;
claim,

he has rebuked them severely.

and I have protected you by my hand.

21
So now, you people who have suffered
I have done this in order to stretch out
much,
the sky
you who were acting as if you were
and lay the foundation of the earth.
drunk because you were drinking from
And I have done this in order to say to his cup.
you Israelites,
But in truth, it is not because you have
‘You are my people!’”
drunk out of a cup ﬁlled with wine, but be17
cause of something else that Yahweh will
You people of Jerusalem, wake up!
do.
You have experienced Yahweh
22
Yahweh, your Lord and your God,
severely punishing you.

Yahweh has caused you to suffer much
and to experience disaster.

the one who argues your case to defend you, he says this:

”I have away taken that cup that holds
Yahweh gave you this cup to drink, but
my anger toward you,
this was Yahweh’s cup!
and I made you experience my anger
He forced you to drink every drop
when I made you drink from that cup.
out of that large cup, down to the bottom
But now I have taken it from you so that
of the bowl. And that drink made you stagger like you had drunk strong wine. This you will never drink of it again.
strong wine represents the anger of God,
23
Instead, I will cause those who have
and you are to drink all of it!
tormented you to suffer;
18

Now you do not have any children

I will severely punish those who said
who are able to take your hand and to you,
guide you. You cannot help yourself.
’Lie down in order that we may walk
19
You have experienced these disasters: on you;
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lie down on your stomachs

never declared any just reason for taking
in order that your backs will be like them captive.
And the rulers of Babylon boast and
streets that we can walk on.’”
make fun of them (as I, Yahweh, have said
they would do),

Chapter 52

and the other people groups in the
world despise the mention of my name.

1

6
You people who live in the holy city of
But after that, my people will love me
Jerusalem, wake up!
and honor me;
Be strong again!
when that happens, they will know
Show that your city is beautiful and glo- that I am the one who said that this would
happen. I am the one who speaks, and I
rious;
say,
uncircumcised foreigners, those who
‘Yes, this is Yahweh who is speaking
do not honor Yahweh, will never again ento you.’
ter your city to attack you.
7
It is a wonderful thing when messen2
People of Jerusalem, get up from
gers
come from across the mountains and
where you have been sitting in the dust,

bring good news,

and sit down properly!

the news about God giving us peace and
You people who have returned from
saving us,
being exiled,
the news that the God to whom we Istake off from your neck the chains that
raelite people belong is now showing evthe Babylonians fastened around your
eryone his power as king!
necks,
8
The watchmen who are guarding the
3
because this is what Yahweh says:
city will shout and sing joyfully,
”When you were sent as captives to
because while they are watching,
Babylonia,
they will all see Yahweh returning to
no one paid to make that happen.
Jerusalem.
9
So now you will be brought back,
Jerusalem was ruined,

and no money will be paid to anyone
but the people who are there now
for your release.”
should start to sing joyfully,
4
Yahweh our Lord also says this:
because Yahweh will encourage his people;
”Long ago, my people went to Egypt to
live there.
he will set his people free and bring
Later the soldiers of Assyria oppressed them back to Jerusalem.
them.

10

Yahweh will show all the nations that
he
is
holy and powerful.
But now think about what is happening:
People in the most remote places on
My people are being forced to be slaves
again, this time by the people of Babylonia. earth will know
5

They have taken my people away, but they
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11

So leave the places where you were
Who will see what Yahweh does by
taken to when you were captured,
his great power?
God.

where everything is unacceptable to

2

While God watches, his servant will
grow up fragile like a very young tree,

You men who are carrying the items
like a weak young plant that shoots
used in the temple of Yahweh,
up, a stem that is growing in dry ground.
leave there and return to Jerusalem,
There will be nothing beautiful or maand purify yourselves in order to be jestic about him,
acceptable to worship God.
nothing that would cause us to want
But it will not be necessary for you to to look at him.
leave suddenly,
3
People will despise and reject him.
12

to ﬂee in panic,

He will endure much pain, and he will
because Yahweh will go in front of you; suffer much.
and he will also protect you from beBecause his face will be very disﬁging attacked at the rear while you travel. ured, people will not want to look at him;
13
he will not even look human any more;
Listen carefully!
people will despise him and think that
My servant will act wisely and do all
he
is not worth paying any attention to.
that Yahweh wants him to do,
4
But he will be punished for the sickand he will be honored more than anynesses within our lives;
one else.
14

But many people will be appalled
when they see what has happened to him.

he will endure great pain for us.

But we will think that he is being punBecause he was beaten very badly, ished by God,
his appearance will be changed;
aﬄicted for his own sins.
people will hardly recognize that
5
But people will pierce him through and
he is a human.
kill him because of the evil things that we
15
But he will purify the people of many did;
nations by sprinkling them clean;
they will wound him because of our
even kings will be silent when they sins.
stand in front of him,
They will beat him in order that things
because they will see someone that no may go well with us;
one had told them about before,
because they will whip him, we will be
and they will understand things that
healed.
they had not heard about before.
6
All of us have gone away from God like
sheep who have strayed away from their
shepherd.

Chapter 53

We have turned away from doing the
Who will believe what we have heard things that God wants in order to do the
about God’s servant?
things that we want.
1
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We deserve to be punished, but Yahweh
And because of what will have hapwill punish him instead for all of our sins. pened to him, Yahweh’s righteous servant,
7

He will be abused and caused to suffer,

but he will not say anything to complain.
They will lead him to where they will
execute him,

he will cause the guilt of many people
to be ended,
because he will bear the guilt for their
sins.
12

So Yahweh will share with many
people the spoils he has won from his enlike they lead a lamb to where it will emies.
be slaughtered.
His servant will be like a king who
And like a sheep does not bleat when divides the spoils among his soldiers,
the shearer cuts off its wool,
because he put himself in danger of dyhe will not say anything to defend ing and did in fact die.
himself when he is killed.
Even though people had considered
8
After he is arrested and put on trial,
him to be a sinner,
he will be taken away and executed.

he removed the guilt of many people,

And no one at that time will think anyand he interceded for those who have
thing more about him.
done things that are wrong.
For he will die;
he will receive all the penalties
brought on by the curses against us for the
wrong things we have done.

Chapter 54
1

Yahweh says, ”You people of Jerusalem,
Although he will never have done any start to sing!
wrong or deceived anyone,
You who are like women who have
people will place his corpse where never given birth to children, sing loudly
wicked people are buried, and in a rich and shout joyfully,
man’s grave.
because you, who are like child9

But it will be Yahweh’s will that he be less women who have been abandoned by
aﬄicted and caused to suffer. When he their husbands, will soon have more children
dies as an offering for your own sin,
10

than women who have never had any
he will beneﬁt many, many people, as
children.
if they were his children;
he will live a long time after he dies
and becomes alive again,
and he will accomplish everything
that Yahweh has planned.

2

Make your tents larger;
make them wider,
and fasten them ﬁrmly with tent pegs.

3

You will need to make your city much
When he sees all that he will accom- larger
plish because of his suffering,
because soon you and your descendants will spread all over the land.
he will be satisﬁed.
11
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They will force the people of other naSo now I solemnly promise that I will
tions to leave where they are,
not be angry with you again and rebuke
and you will live again in the cities you.
10

that people had previously abandoned.
4

Do not be afraid; you will no longer be
ashamed.

Even if the mountains and hills shake
and collapse,
I will not stop faithfully loving you,
and I will not cancel my covenant

Previously you were ashamed because
your enemies conquered you

to cause things to go well for you.

and caused your nation to be like a
That is what I, Yahweh, who acts merwidow,
cifully, say.
11
but soon you will not even remember
You people of Jerusalem, your enethat.
mies acted very violently toward you;
5

I, Yahweh, commander of the angel
it was as though your city had been
armies, the Holy One of Israel, who rules battered by a severe storm,
over the whole earth,
and no one helped you.
the one who created you,
But now I will cause your city to be rebuilt with stones made of turquoise,

will be like a husband to you.

and will cause the foundations of the
Your nation was like a woman whose
city
to
be made of sapphires.
husband left her,
6

12

I will cause the towers on the city wall
to be made of rubies,

and caused you to be very sad;
you were like a young woman who

and all the gates and outer walls of
the city will be made of other very valuand then her husband abandoned able stones.

got married when she was very young,
her.

13

I will be the one who will teach your
I abandoned you people of Jerusalem children
for a while,
and cause things to go well with you.
but now I am saying, ‘I will take you
14
Your government will be strong beback.’
cause it will act justly;
7

8

I was very angry with you for a while,

no one will oppress you;

and I turned away from you.

you will not be afraid,

But I will act mercifully toward you

because nothing will come near you
and I will faithfully love you forever. that will make you fear.
15
If any army attacks you,
That is what I, Yahweh, your rescuer,

say to you.
9

During the time that Noah lived,

it will not be because I have incited
them to do that,

and you will defeat anyone who attacks
I solemnly promised that I would
never again allow a ﬂood to cover the you.
16
Think about this:
earth.
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2
Blacksmiths fan the coals to make a
Why do you spend money to buy things
very hot ﬂame
that do not supply what you really need?

Why do you work hard to get money to
in order to produce weapons that can
buy things that do not truly satisfy you?
be used in battles,
Pay attention to what I say

but I am the one who has produced
blacksmiths!

and acquire what is really good!

And I am also the one who created peoIf you come to me, then in your heart
ple who destroy other people and cities.
you will truly be happy.
17
3
You will not be defeated by soldiers
Listen to me and come to me;
using weapons
pay attention to me, and if you do that,
that they have made to attack you,
you will have new life within you.
and when others try to accuse you, you
I will make a covenant with you that
will prove that they are wrong, and you will last forever
will condemn them to punishment.
to faithfully love you like my love for
That is the reward for the people who King David.
serve Yahweh.
4
By what he did, I showed my power to

I will defend them and show everyone many people groups;
else that they are right to trust me;
I caused him to be a leader and commander
over the people of many nations.
that is what I, Yahweh, promise.”
5

And similarly, you will summon people of other nations to come to you,

Chapter 55
1

”Come here! All you people who are
in exile,

nations that previously you have not
heard about,
and they had not heard about you;
and they will come to you quickly

and listen to me!

because they will have heard that I,
Yahweh, your God, the Holy One of Israel,
now is the time for you to come to me have honored you.
and get your water!
6
Seek to know Yahweh while it is still
If you are thirsty,

possible for you to do that;

Now those who had no money,

call to Yahweh while he is near!
you can come and buy wine and
7
milk from me, the ﬁnest wine and the best
Wicked people should abandon their
milk!
wicked behavior,
You can get what you need from me,
and evil people should stop thinking
what
is evil.
and you can buy it now!
You can buy it even though you do not
have any money,

They should turn to Yahweh,

and if they do that, he will act merciand even though you could never fully toward them;
they should turn to Yahweh, their God,
afford it!
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because he will fully pardon them for
all the wicked things that they have done.

Instead of thornbushes and briers,

pine trees and myrtle trees will grow
in
your
land.
Yahweh declares that what he thinks
is not the same as what you think,
As a result of that, people will honor
8

and what he does is very different Yahweh much more;
from what you do.
and what Yahweh does will
9
Just as you people on the earth can cause everyone to remember what he has
promised, and they will honor him.”
never reach the sky,
the thoughts of Yahweh are that much
higher than the way you think.
His ways are always different from
what you do.

Chapter 56
1

Yahweh says to all the people of Judah,
And so, you can be sure that you can
”Do the things that are fair and right,
never fully understand the way Yahweh
because I will soon come to rescue
thinks or know the reasons for what Yahyou;
I
will soon show everyone that you
weh does.
have been right to trust me.
10
Yahweh sends the rain and snow
2
I will bless those who faithfully obey
down from the sky,
my laws about the Sabbath days.
and they water the ground.
I will bless those who keep sacred my
When the ground becomes moist, it
Sabbath days,
causes plants to sprout and grow,
and who do not do any work on those
with the result that the soil produces days,
seed for the farmer to plant and grain to
and who refrain from doing anything
produce ﬂour to make bread for people to
that is evil.
eat.
3
11
Foreigners who have believed in me
And similarly, the things that I
promise to do, I will always cause to hap- should not say,
pen;
‘Yahweh will surely not allow me to
my promises will always come true. belong to his people.’
They will accomplish the things for
which I spoke them.

And eunuchs should not say,

’Because I am deformed and unable to
have
children, I cannot belong to Yahweh;
This is why you will leave Babylon
joyfully;
I am like a tree that has completely
withered.’
you will have peace as Yahweh leads
12

you out.

4

They should not say that, because I,
It will be as though the hills and moun- Yahweh, say this to the eunuchs
tains sang joyfully,
who obey my laws about the Sabbath,
and who choose to do the things that
and the trees in the ﬁelds clapped
their hands.
please me,
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and who obey all the other laws of
the covenant that I made with the Israelite
people:

They understand nothing.
They are all like dogs that cannot bark.

Good watchdogs bark when strangers
I will cause people to put inside the
approach,
walls of my temple a monument to them;
but the Israelite leaders do not warn
because of that monument, they will
the people that their enemies are coming.
be honored more than they would have if
Instead, they just want to lie down and
they had children;
sleep and dream.
they will be honored forever.
11
And they are like greedy dogs;
6
I will also bless those who are not Isthey never get all that they want.
raelites
5

who join themselves to me,
who serve me and worship and love me,

They are supposed to lead the people,
like good shepherds lead their ﬂocks,
but they are ignorant,

who obey my laws about the Sabbath,

and they each do whatever they want
and who faithfully obey all the other
laws of the covenant that I made with the to do.
12
Israelite people.
They say to each other, ’Come, let us
7
I will bring them to my sacred hill in go and get some wine and other alcoholic
drinks,
Jerusalem,
and let us become drunk!

and cause them to be very joyful in
my temple where people pray to me,

And tomorrow we will enjoy drinking
even
more!’”
and I will accept the sacriﬁces that they
burn on my altar and other sacriﬁces that
they offer,
because my temple will be a building
where people of all nations pray to me.

Chapter 57

8

I, Yahweh, the Lord, the one who will
bring back the people of Israel who have
been forced to go to other countries, say
this:

1

Righteous people die,
and no one is concerned about it.

Godly people die,

and no one understands why.
I will bring from other countries many
God takes them away in order that they
more people to join those Israelites whom
will not endure more calamities,
I have brought back.”
9

”You surrounding nations have armies
that are like animals in the forest;
come and attack Israel!

2

and now they have peace.

They lived righteously,

and now they rest peacefully in their
The Israelite leaders should be like graves.
watchdogs to protect the people,
3
Yahweh says, ”But you who practice
sorcery, come here!
but it is as though they were blind.
10
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You who worship idols,

and you have looked at their private
parts.

listen to me!
4

ing,

Do you realize whom you are ridicul-

9

You have given fragrant oil and lots of
perfume to kings,

and you sent representatives to
distant countries to look for other gods to
Do you realize to whom you are stick- worship;
ing out your tongues?
you even tried to send messengers to the
You are insulting me, Yahweh!
place of the dead to search for new gods.
10
You are always rebelling against me
You became weary because of doing
and always lying, just like your ancestors. all those things,
and whom you are insulting?

5

You are eager to sleep together under
but you never said, ‘It is useless for
every tall green tree where you worship us to do that.’
your gods.
You found new strength for worshiping
You kill your children as sacriﬁces to idols,
your idols in the dry riverbeds,
so you continued to do so.
and offer them as sacriﬁces to your
11
Was it because you were afraid of
idols in the rocky caves.
those idols more than you were afraid of
6
You take big smooth stones from the me that you lied about what you were doriverbeds
ing,
and worship them as your gods.
and you do not even think about me?
You pour out wine to be an offering to
Was it because I did not punish you for
them,
a long time that you are not afraid of me ?
and you bring grain to burn for an
12
You think that the things that you
offering to them.
have done are right,
Do you think that I enjoy all those
things?

but I will tell you the truth:

It will not help you to do any of those
You sleep with idols’ prostitutes on things.
every hill and mountain,
13
When you cry out for help to your
and you go there to offer sacriﬁces to collection of idols,
your gods.
they will not rescue you.
8
You have put charms behind your
The wind will blow them away; a single
doors and doorposts,
breath will carry them all away.
and you have deserted me.
But those who trust in me will live in
You have taken off your clothes
the land of Israel,
and climbed into your bed,
and they will worship me on Zion, my
7

and invited more of your lovers to come sacred hill.”
to bed with you.
14
Yahweh will say, ”Prepare yourselves to
You have paid them to sleep with you, receive me,
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like people build and prepare a road
Wicked people do not have peace in
for a king to come on.
their inner beings;

they are like a sea whose waves are
Get rid of the things that are causing
always churning up mud,
you to sin.
21
and I, Yahweh, say that things will
Because this is what I say—I, Yahweh,
who am holy and honored more than any- never go well for those who are evil.”
one else, and who live forever:
15

I live in the highest heaven, where everything is holy,
but I also am with those who are humble and who are sorry for the sinful things
that they have done.
I will greatly encourage those who have
repented.
16

I will not accuse people forever;

Chapter 58
1

Yahweh said to me,
”Shout loudly!
Shout like a loud trumpet!

Shout to warn my Israelite people about
their sins!
2

I will not always be angry with them,

They worship me every day;

they come to my temple because
because if I did that, people would bethey say that they are eager to know what
come weak;
I want them to do.
all the people whom I created and
They act as though they were a nation
caused to live would die.
that
does things that are righteous,
17
I was angry with my people because
that would never abandon the comthey sinned by taking with force what bemands
of me, their God.
longed to others.
They request me to decide matters
Because I was angry, I punished them
justly,
and turned away from them,
but they continued sinning.
18

I have seen the evil things that they
continually do,
but I will restore them and lead them.

and they are eager that I should come
to them.
3

you,

They say, ’We have fasted to please
but you did not notice our doing that.

I will encourage them.

We humbled ourselves,

As for those who are mourning,
19

I will enable them to sing songs to
praise me.
I will restore all my people, those who
live near Jerusalem and those who live far
away,

but you did not pay any attention!’
I will tell you why I did not pay attention.
It is because when you fast,
you do it only to please yourselves,

and you act cruelly toward all your
and I will cause things to go well for
workers.
them.
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You fast, but you also quarrel and ﬁght
and the glorious presence of Yahweh
with each other with your ﬁsts.
will protect you from behind
Doing things like that while you fast
like I protected the Israelite people
will certainly not cause me to hear your when they left Egypt.
prayers where I am, high in heaven.
9
Then you will call out to me,
5
You bow your heads
and I will quickly answer and say, ‘I
like the tops of reeds bend when the am here to help you.’
wind blows,
Stop oppressing people;
and you wear rough clothes and
stop falsely accusing people;
cover your heads with ashes like people
and stop saying evil things about peodo when they are grieving.
ple.
That is what you do when you are fast10
Give food to those who are hungry,
ing,
and give to people who are aﬄicted
but do you really think that will please
the things that they need.
me?
Your doing that will be like a light that
No, that is not the kind of fasting that
shines in the darkness;
I desire.
6

instead of doing evil to people, the
Instead you should seek to free those
good things you do for people will be like
who have been unjustly put in prison,
the sunshine at noontime.
and encourage those who are treated
11
Yahweh will guide you continually,
cruelly;
and he will give you good things to
and free those who have been opsatisfy you.
pressed in any way.
He will enable you to remain strong
Share your food with those who are
and healthy.
hungry
7

You will be like a garden that is well
and to allow those who have no houses
watered,
to stay in your houses.
Give clothes to those who do not have
clothes,

like a spring that never dries up.
12

Your people will rebuild the cities that
and do not hide yourself from your were destroyed long ago;
relatives who need help from you.
they will build houses on top of the
8
old foundations.
If you do those things,
People will say that you are the ones
what you do for others will be like a
who are repairing the holes in the city
light that shines when it dawns.
walls,
The troubles that have been caused
and who are repairing the streets
by your sins will end quickly.
where people live.
Others will know about your righteous
13
Do not travel on the Sabbath days,
behavior,
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and on Sabbath days do not do only
the things that you delight to do.

and you say evil things about others.
4

When you accuse someone in court,
Enjoy the Sabbath days, and consider what you say is not fair and it is not true.
them to be delightful.
You accuse people falsely; you depend
The Sabbath days are my holy days. on the lies you tell.
Honor me, Yahweh, in everything that
You are constantly planning to cause
you do on the Sabbath days.
trouble for others,
Do not talk about and do things to please
and then you do those evil things that
yourselves.
you planned.
If you do all the things that I have
5
What you plan to do to harm people is
just now told you to do; listen, and I will like the eggs a poisonous snake lays, like a
tell you what I will do for you.
web that a spider catches its victims in.
14
I will enable you to be joyful.
Cobras will hatch from those eggs,
I will greatly honor you;

it will be as though you were riding with web.
me above the highest mountains!
6

and insects will fall into the spider’s

You cannot hide the evil deeds that
I will give to you the blessings that I you have done.
gave to your ancestor Jacob.
You are constantly acting violently.
Those things will surely happen because
7
You are very quick to go and do evil
I, Yahweh, have said it.”
deeds,
and you hurry to murder people who
are innocent.

Chapter 59

You are continually thinking about sinListen to this! Yahweh’s power is not ning.
too little to rescue you.
Wherever you go, you destroy things
He has not become deaf; he can still and cause people to suffer.
hear you when you call to him for help.
8
You do not know how to act peacefully
2
But you have separated yourselves or to treat others fairly.
from your God by the sins that you have
You always are dishonest,
committed.
and those who imitate your behavior
Because of your sins, he has turned
never have any peace within themselves.
away from you,
1

9
Because of that, God does not rescue
with the result that he does not pay
attention to what you request him to do. us from our enemies,
3

You do violent things to others,

with the result that your hands are
stained with their blood.

it seems that he is not acting fairly
toward us.

You constantly tell lies,

We expect God to give us light,
but all he gives us is darkness.
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We are like blind people who have to
and people try to ruin the reputations
feel along the wall to be able to walk any- of those who quit doing evil.
where.
Yahweh looked around, and he saw that
We stumble and trip at noontime like no one was doing what is just;
we would when it is dark.
he was very displeased.
16
We are like dead people who are among
He was disgusted when he saw that
healthy people.
no one tried to help those who were being
11
treated cruelly.
We growl like hungry bears;

we continually moan like doves.
We ask God to do what is just,
but nothing happens.
We want God to rescue us,
but it seems that he is far away.

So he used his own power to rescue
them;
it is because he is always righteous that
he did that.
17

It is as though he were a soldier who
put on his armor and a helmet;

his continually doing what is right
But these things are happening beis
like
his armor, and his ability to rescue
cause it is as though our sins are piled high
people is like his helmet.
in the presence of God,
His being extremely angry and his beand it is they that testify against us.
ing ready to get revenge on those who do
We cannot deny it;
evil are like his robes.
we know that we have done many
18
He will repay his enemies for the evil
wrong things.
things that they have done.
12

13

We know that we have rebelled
He will severely punish even those
against Yahweh;
who live far from Jerusalem.
19
we have turned away from him.
When that happens, people every-

We oppress people by what we testify where, from the east to the west, will respect and honor Yahweh,
against them;
because he will come like a rushing
we do not allow them to get what they
river
that is pushed along by the strong
have a right to get.
wind that Yahweh sent.
We think about the lies that we can tell,
20
And Yahweh says that he will come
and then we tell them.
to Jerusalem to free his people;
14
In our courts, the judges do not decide
he will come to rescue those in Judah
cases fairly;
who have stopped doing sinful things.
no one is acting righteously.

21

This is what Yahweh says to his people:
In plazas where people gather together, “This is the covenant that I will make with
you: My Spirit will not leave you, and you
no one tells the truth;
will always have my message. You will be
it seems that people are not allowed
able to declare it, and your children and
to say what is true.
grandchildren will be able to declare it for15
No one tells the truth,
ever.”
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Chapter 60
1

weh.
7

They will bring ﬂocks of sheep and
goats from Kedar in northern Arabia and
Yahweh has done glorious things for
give them to you.

You people of Jerusalem, stand up!

you,

and he has acted powerfully for you;
so show others that he is very great!

They will bring rams from Nebaioth
for you to sacriﬁce on my altars,
and I will accept them happily.

2

But spiritual darkness has covered all
the other people groups on the earth,
complete darkness,
is,

they will all come to praise me, Yah-

At that time I will cause my temple to
be very beautifully decorated.

but Yahweh will show you how great he

8

And what are those things that are
moving swiftly like clouds?

and other people will also see it.

They resemble pigeons returning to
People of all people groups will see their nests.
9
that he is very great by seeing what he has
But they are really ships from Tarshish
done for you,
that are bringing your people back here.
3

and kings will come to see the wonWhen your people come, they will
derful things that have happened to you. bring with them all the valuable posses4
Yahweh says, ”Look around, and you sions that they have acquired,
will see the people who will be returning
and they will do that to honor me, Yahfrom exile!
weh, your God, the Holy One of Israel,
Your sons will come from distant counbecause I will have greatly honored
tries;
you.
others will carry your little daughters
10
Foreigners will come and rebuild the
home.
walls
of your cities,
5
When you look at this happening,
and their kings will serve you.
you will be very joyful in your inner
Although I punished you because I
beings,
was angry with you,
because people will bring valuable
goods to you from all around the world.
these things will happen now because
They will bring valuable things from I will act mercifully toward you because I
am kind.
many nations in ships.
11
The gates of your cities will be open
People will also bring valuable goods
during
the day and also during the night,
to you on herds of camels:
6

in order that people will be able to
camels from the Midian and Ephah
bring
into
your cities valuable things from
areas of northern Arabia.
many countries,
And from Sheba in southern Arabia
they will come, bringing gold and frankwith their kings being led to you in
the processions.
incense;
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And the kingdoms and nations whose
people refuse to allow you to rule them
will be completely destroyed.

There will be peace in your country,
and your rulers will do what is fair.

18
People in your country will no longer
The glorious things in Lebanon will
act violently,
be brought to you—
and people will no longer destroy your
lumber from cypress trees and ﬁr
land and drive you out of it.
trees and pine trees—
The people in the city will be safe,
to be used to make my temple beautiful.
and everyone there will praise me.
When that is done, my temple will
19
And you will no longer need the sun
truly be glorious!
and moon to give you light,
14
The descendants of those who opbecause I, Yahweh, will give you more
pressed you will come and bow down to
light than the sun and moon;
you;
13

I will be a glorious light for you forever.

those who despised you will prostrate
themselves in front of your feet.

20

It will seem as though the sun and
They will say that your city on Mount moon will always be shining,
Zion
because I, Yahweh, will be an everis the City of Yahweh,

lasting light for you.

where the Holy One of Israel lives.

You will never again be sad because of
things that happen to you.

15

Previously everyone hated you and
ignored you,

21

but now your city will be majestic
forever;

Your people will all be righteous,

and they will occupy the land forever,

because I myself have put you there like
and I will cause you to be joyful forever. people plant trees
16

People of all nations and their kings
in order that you will show others
will gladly bring their wealth to you.
that I am very great.
22
When that happens, you will realize
At that time, the groups that are very
that I truly am Yahweh,
small now will become very large clans,

the one who saves you and rescues
and small clans will become great
you from your enemies,
nations.
and that I am the mighty one to whom
All those things will happen because, I,
you Israelite people belong.
Yahweh, will cause them to happen at the
17
Instead of metals that are not valu- right time.”

able, like bronze and iron,

I will bring to you silver and gold.
Instead of wood and stones,

Chapter 61

1
The Spirit of Yahweh our Lord is on
I will bring you bronze and iron for
me;
your buildings.
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he has appointed me to bring good
You will enjoy valuable goods that are
news to those who are oppressed,
brought from other nations,
to comfort those who are discouraged,

and you will be happy that those
things have become yours.

and to free all those who are as though
7
they are chained by the wrong things that
Previously you were shamed and disthey continually do.
graced,
2

He has sent me to tell those who mourn

but now you will have great blessings;

that now is the time when Yahweh
will act kindly toward his people;

previously your enemies humbled you,

but now you will have many good
now is the time when our God will get things;
revenge on their enemies.
you will be happy because you will be
3
To all those in Jerusalem who mourn, in your land again,
he will give beautiful things to wear on
their heads

and you will rejoice forever.
8

”I, Yahweh, am very pleased with those
instead of ashes that they put on their who decide matters fairly;
heads to show that they were sad;
I hate those who illegally take things
he will cause them to rejoice instead of from other people.
being sad;
I will surely repay my people
he will enable them to be happy infor all that they have suffered in the
stead of being discouraged.
past.
They will be called ’people who continAnd I will make an everlasting agreeually do what is right,
ment with them.
people who are like tall oak trees that
9
Their descendants will be honored
Yahweh has planted’
by people of other nations; their children
to show others that he is very great.
will be honored by all the other nations.
4

Those who return from Babylon will
Everyone who sees them will know
rebuild the cities that the soldiers from that they are a nation that I, Yahweh, have
Babylon tore down.
blessed.”
10
I greatly rejoice because of what YahEven though those cities have been
destroyed and abandoned for many years, weh has done!

I am happy in all my inner being,

they will be restored.
5

Foreigners will be the ones who will
because he has saved me and declared
take care of your ﬂocks of sheep and goats, that I am righteous;
and plow your ﬁelds and take care of
those blessings are like a robe that he
your grapevines.
has put on me.
6

But you are the ones who will be like
I am as happy as a bridegroom in his
the priests to serve Yahweh,
wedding clothes,
to work for God.

or a bride wearing jewels.
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Just as seeds sown in a garden sprout
It will be called that because Yahweh
from the soil and grow,
will be delighted with you,
Yahweh our God will cause people of
and it will be as though you were his
all nations to act righteously,
bride.
5
with the result that they will praise him
You people will live in all the country
for doing that.
of Judah

like a young man lives with his bride.

Chapter 62

And our God will be happy that you belong to him,

like a bridegroom is happy that his
Because I am very concerned about
bride belongs to him.
the people of Jerusalem,
6
You people of Jerusalem, I have placed
I will do something to help them.
watchmen on your walls;
I will not stop praying for them
they will earnestly pray to Yahweh
until they are rescued from their op- day and night.
pressors,
You watchmen, you must not stop prayuntil that becomes as apparent to every- ing
one as the dawn every morning,
and reminding Yahweh about what
until people can see it as clearly as he has promised to do.
they see a torch shining brightly at night.
7
And tell Yahweh that he should not
2
Some day the people of many nations rest
will know that Yahweh has rescued you,
until he causes Jerusalem to be a
his people.
city that is famous and admired throughTheir kings will see that your city is out the world.
very great.
8
Yahweh has raised his right hand
And Yahweh will give your city a new to solemnly promise to the people of
name.
Jerusalem:
3
It will be as though Yahweh had held
”I will use my power and will never
you up in his hands in order that everyone
again allow your enemies to defeat you;
can see you.
soldiers from other nations will never
Under his authority you will be like a
come again to take away your grain
crown worn by a king.
and the wine that you worked hard
4
Your city will never again be called
to produce.
‘the deserted city,’ and your country will
9
You yourselves will grow the grain,
never again be called ‘the desolate land’;
1

and you will be the ones who
it will be called ‘the land that Yahweh
will praise me, Yahweh, while you eat the
delights in,’
bread made from the grain.
and it will also be called ‘married to
Yahweh.’
Inside the courtyards of my temple,
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you yourselves will drink the
I ask him, ”What are those red spots
wine made from the grapes that you har- on your clothes?
vested.”
It appears that you have been treading
10
on grapes to make wine.”
Go out through the city gates!
3
He replies, ”I have been treading on
Prepare the highway on which people
my enemies, not on grapes.
will return from other countries!

I did it myself; no one helped me.

Cause the road to become smooth;
clear off all the stones;
set up signal ﬂags to help the people
groups to see the road to Jerusalem.
11

This is the message that Yahweh has
sent to the people of every nation.
Tell the people of Israel, ”The one who
will rescue you is coming!
Look! He will be bringing to you your
reward;
those whom he has rescued will be
going ahead of him.”
12

I punished them because I was very angry with them,
and my clothes became stained with
their blood.
4

I did that because it was time for me
to get revenge;
it was time to rescue my people from
those who had oppressed them.
5

I searched for someone who would
enable me to help my people,
but I was amazed that there was no
one to help me.

They will be called: ”Yahweh’s own
So I defeated their enemies with my
people,
own power;
and ones whom he rescued.”
I was able to do that because I was

And Jerusalem will be known as: “The very angry.
6
city that Yahweh loves,”
Because I was extremely angry, I punand “The city that is no longer aban- ished the nations;
doned.”
I caused them to stagger like drunk
men,
and I caused their blood to pour out on
the ground.”

Chapter 63

7

I will tell about all the things that YahI ask, ”Who is this who is coming from weh has done for his people because of his
the city of Bozrah in Edom,
faithful love for them,
whose clothes are stained red from
and I will praise him for all that he
blood?
has done.
1

Who is this who is wearing beautiful
Yahweh has done good things for us
robes?”
people of Israel;
He replies, ”It is I, Yahweh, declaring
that I have defeated your enemies,
and I am able to rescue you!”

he has acted mercifully toward us
and he has steadfastly and faithfully
loved us.
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8

13

Yahweh said, ”These are my people;

Where is the one who led our
ancestors while they walked through the
seabed?

they will not deceive me”;
so he rescued us.
9

They were like horses that were racing
along and never stumbled.

When we had many troubles,

14

he was sad also.
He sent his angel from before his presence to rescue us.
Because he loved us and was merciful
to us,
he saved us;

They were like cattle that walk down
into a valley to rest,
and the Spirit of Yahweh enabled them
to go to a place where they could rest.
Yahweh, you led your people,
praised.”

and you caused yourself to be

it was as though he had picked our
15
”Yahweh, look down from heaven;
ancestors up and carried them all those
look down on us from your holy and
years during which they were oppressed
glorious home.
in Egypt.
10

You were previously very concerned
about us, and you acted powerfully to help
and we caused his Holy Spirit to be us.

But we rebelled against him,

sad.

But it seems that you do not act mercifully and zealously for us anymore.

So he became like an enemy
who fought against us.

16

You are our father, even if

11

Then we thought about what hapAbraham does not know what is happened long ago,
pening to us,
during the time when Moses led our
and Jacob is not concerned about us,
ancestors out of Egypt.
either,
We cried out, ”Where is the one who
brought our ancestors through the Sea of
Reeds
while Moses led them?

but Yahweh, you are our father;
you rescued us long ago.
17

Yahweh, why did you cause us to wander away from your road?

Where is the one who sent his Holy
Why did you cause us to be stubborn
Spirit
in our inner beings,
to be among our ancestors?
with the result that we no longer
12
Where is the one who showed his honor you?
glorious power

Help us like you did previously,

and caused the water to separate
because we are the people who serve
when Moses lifted his arm above it,
you and belong to you.
18
We, your holy people, possessed your
with the result that he will be honored
sacred temple for only a short time,
forever?
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and now our enemies have destroyed

it.

all of the good things that we have
done are only like bloodstained rags.

19

Now it seems as though we never
Because of our sins, we are all like leaves
were ruled by you,
that dry up
as though we never belonged to you.”
and are blown away by the wind.
7

Chapter 64
1

”Yahweh, I wish that you had come
down from the sky;

None of our people worships you,

and no one really tries to persuade
you to help him.
You have turned away from us.

It is as though you have abandoned us,
you would have caused the mountains
so that we keep sinning and become more
to shake with fear.
and more guilty.
2
It would have been like ﬁre burning
8
But even so, Yahweh, you are our faup dead wood,
ther.
or like ﬁre making water to boil.
We are like clay that a potter uses,
Come down in order that your enemies

will know who you are,

and you created us, like a potter creand so that the people of other nations ates pottery.
will tremble in your presence.
9
Yahweh, do not continue to be angry

You did awesome things that we were with us;
not expecting you to do;
do not keep thinking about our sins
the mountains shook when you came forever.
down onto Mount Sinai.
Do not forget that we are all your peo4
Since long ago no one has ever seen or ple.
heard about a God like you;
10
All of your towns in Judah have beyou help those who depend on you.
come like the wilderness;
5
You help those who joyfully do what
even Jerusalem has been destroyed.
is right,
11
Your glorious temple on Mountain
those who conduct their lives as you
Zion, where our ancestors worshiped you,
want them to.
3

But we did not do that; we continued to
sin,
and so you became angry with us.

has been completely burned up.
And all our other beautiful things
have been ruined.

We have been sinning for a long time.

12

Yahweh, you see all those things, but
It is only if we continually do what it seems that you refuse to do anything to
help us.
you want us to do that you will save us.
6

We have all become people who are
It seems that you will cause us to
not ﬁt to worship you;
suffer much more.”
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Chapter 65
1

And I will not remain silent about all
those things;
I will certainly punish these people

This is what Yahweh said:

7

”I was ready to reply to my people,
but no one requested me to help them.

for the sins that they and their ancestors have committed.

They have mocked me by burning inI was ready to help even those who did cense to their idols on the hilltops.
not call out to me.
So I will punish them like they deserve
I continued to say, ‘I am here to help for doing those things.”
you!’
8
This is also what Yahweh said:
2
It is as though I had continually held
”When there is a cluster of nice grapes
out my arms to show that I was ready to on a vine,
help my people who rebelled against me,
people do not throw them away,
and who continually did the evil things
because they know that there is good
that they wanted to do.
juice in those grapes.
3
They boldly continue to do things that
Similarly, because there are some peocause me to be angry:
ple in Judah who faithfully serve me,
they offer sacriﬁces to their idols in
I will not get rid of all of them.
their gardens,
9
I will spare some of the descendants
and they burn incense to them on altars
of Jacob
made of bricks and tiles.
who are living on the hills of Judah.
4
They remain awake at night in cemeI have chosen them, and they will posteries,
sess that land;
talking with the spirits of dead people.
they will worship me, and they will
They eat the meat of pigs,
live there.
10
and their pots are full of the broth of
Then all the land from the Plain of
meat that is unacceptable to me.
Sharon near the Mediterranean Sea and
5
as far east as the Valley of Achor near JeriThen they say to others,
cho will become pastureland,
’Stay away from me; do not come near
where their cattle and sheep will rest.
me,
11
But it will be different for you who
because I am very holy,
have abandoned me,
with the result that you should not
you who do not worship me on Zion,
touch me.’
my sacred hill,
People like that are like smoke in my
you who worship Gad and Meni, the
nose
gods who you say will bring you good luck
from a ﬁre that burns continually.
and good fortune.
6

12
I have written a record of all the evil
It is I, not Meni, who will decide what
things that they have done.
will happen to you;
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you will all be slaughtered by swords.

They will be very wonderful, with the
result
that you will no longer think about
That will happen because you did not
all the troubles you had previously.
answer
18
Be glad and always rejoice because of
when I called out to you.
what I will do:
I spoke to you,
Jerusalem will be a place where peobut you did not pay attention.
ple rejoice;
the people who live there will always
Instead, you did things that I said are
be happy.
evil;
you chose to do things that do not
please me.

19

I will rejoice about Jerusalem,

and I will be delighted with my people.

13

I, Yahweh the Lord, will give to those
People will no longer weep or cry bewho worship and obey me things to eat cause of being distressed.
and drink,
20
No child will die when it is still an
and they will be happy;
infant;
but all you evil people will be hungry
all people will live until they are very
and thirsty,
old.
and you will be sad and disgraced.

People will consider that anyone who
is
a
hundred years old is still young;
Those who worship and obey me will
they will consider that anyone who
sing joyfully,
dies who is younger than that has been
but you evil people will wail loudly
cursed.
because you will be suffering in your
21
My people will build houses and then
inner beings.
live in them.
15
Those whom I have chosen will use
They will plant vineyards and then
your names when they curse people;
eat grapes from those vineyards.
I, Yahweh the Lord, will get rid of you.
22
The houses that they build, no one will
14

But I will give to those who worship take those houses away from them and
live in them.
and obey me a new name.
No one will take a vineyard away from
The people in this land have had many
its owner.
troubles,
16

My chosen people will live a long time,
but I will cause those troubles to occur
like
trees do,
no more.
and they will enjoy the things that
Therefore those who request me to bless
them and those who solemnly promise to they have done—
do something
the houses that they have built and the
crops
that they have planted.
should never forget that I am God,

who faithfully do what I promise to do.

23

17

They will not work hard in vain,

Note this: Some day I will create a
and their children will not die from
new heaven and a new earth.
some calamity.
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3
I will certainly bless their children and
You have chosen to continually do the
their grandchildren.
things that you want to do:

some of you slaughter oxen to sacriﬁce
Before they call to me to help them, I
them to me,
will answer;
24

but you also bring human sacriﬁces
I will answer their prayers while
they are still praying for me to do some- to your idols!
thing for them.
You sacriﬁce lambs to me,
25
No one will be harmed or injured
but you kill dogs to offer them to your
anywhere on Zion, my sacred hill:
gods.
wolves and lambs will eat grass together
peacefully;

You offer grain to me,

but you also bring pigs’ blood to your
lions will eat hay like oxen do, and idols.
they will not attack people.
You burn incense to me,
Snakes will not hurt anyone; they will
but you also praise your idols.
lie on the ground and eat only dirt.
You delight to do those disgusting
That is surely what it will be like bethings.
cause I, Yahweh, have said it.”
4

you did not answer.

Chapter 66
1

When I called out to you,

When I spoke, you did not pay attention.
You did many things that I say are evil,

Yahweh also said this:
”All of heaven is like my throne,
and the whole earth is like my foot-

and you chose to do things that I did
not like.

So now I will punish you by causing
you to experience the things that you yourSo you could certainly not build a house selves have done, that you yourselves are
that would be adequate for me to live afraid of.”
5
in and rest!
But you people who tremble when you
hear what Yahweh says,
2
I have created everything;
stool.

all things exist because I made them.

listen to what he says now:

”Some of your people hate you and drive
That is true because I, Yahweh, have
you away
said it.
because you belong to me.
The people I am most pleased with are
those who are humble,

They make fun of you, and they say,

who patiently endure it when they
’Yahweh should show his glorious
suffer,
power!
and who tremble when they hear me
We want to see him do something to
rebuking them.
cause you to be truly happy.’
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But some day those people will be very
like a baby that gets all it needs from
disgraced.”
its mother’s breasts.
6

You will enjoy all the abundant and gloAt that time, you will listen to the noise
in the city.
rious things in the city.
ple.

You will hear the shouting in the tem-

12

Yahweh has promised,

”I will cause Jerusalem to be full of valuIt will be the sound of Yahweh paying able things that come from other nations;
back his enemies.
those things will pour into Jerusalem;
7

No one ever heard that a woman gave it will be like a big ﬂood.
birth to a baby
I will take care of the people of
when she was just starting to have Jerusalem
birth pains.
like women care for the babies that
8

Certainly no one ever heard about they nurse.
such a thing happening,
13
I will comfort you people in Jerusalem
and no one has ever seen it happen. like mothers comfort their children.”
Similarly, no one ever heard that a nation was created in one instant,
not in one day.

14

When you see those things happen,
you will rejoice.

Your old bones will become strong again

But Jerusalem is like a woman who gives
like in the springtime, when the grass
birth to children
grows.
as soon as she starts to have birth
When that happens, everyone will know
pains.
that Yahweh has power to help those who
9

Women certainly do not bring infants worship and obey him,
to the time when they are ready to be born
but that he is angry with his enemies.
and then do not allow them to be born.
15
Yahweh will come down with ﬂames
Similarly, Yahweh will do for of ﬁre,
Jerusalem what he has promised to do:
and his chariots will come down like
he will cause Jerusalem to be full of peo- a whirlwind;
ple again.
he will be extremely angry,
That will happen because Yahweh has
and he will punish his enemies by
said it.
burning them in a ﬁre.
10
You people in Jerusalem, rejoice!
16
It is as though Yahweh had a big
And all you people who love Jerusalem sword,
should also be happy.
and he will judge and execute many
You people who were sad because of people.
what happened to Jerusalem,
17
Yahweh says, “Some of you will prepare
you should now be glad.
yourselves to enter the garden of idols by
11
You people in Jerusalem will have washings and special diets and clothing,
everything that you need,
and you follow into that place, those who
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eat the meat of pigs and mice, and other
things that I have forbidden you to eat. I
promise you, I will stop them and they will
not do this any more!”
18

I know all the evil things that they all
think and do. It is now time for me to
gather together the people who live in all
nations and who speak all languages, and
to show them that I am very great.
19

I will do something among them to show
everyone who they are, and those whom
I have spared will go to various distant
countries: To Tarshish, Put, Lud (home of
archers), Meshech, Tubal, Javan, and to
distant islands. I will send them to proclaim to nations that have never heard
about me that I am very great and glo20
rious.
Then they will bring back
here your relatives who have been exiled,
like the offerings that my Israelite people
used to bring in the correct manner to
the temple. They will travel to Jerusalem,
where my holy mountain is; they will
come on horses and in chariots, in wagons, on mules and on camels. 21 I solemnly
promise that I will appoint some of them
to be priests, and others to do other work
in my temple. That will surely happen because I, Yahweh, have said it.
22

I also promise that just like the new
heaven and the new earth will last forever, you will always have descendants,
and you will always be honored. 23 At every festival to celebrate the Sabbath each
week and the new moon each month, everyone will come and worship me. That
will surely happen because I, Yahweh,
have said it. 24 Then they will go out of
Jerusalem and look at the corpses of those
who rebelled against me. The maggots in
those corpses will never die, the ﬁre will
never stop burning them, and everyone
who sees their corpses will detest them.”
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them and that I will establish others and
cause them to be prosperous.”
11

Then Yahweh showed something to me,
and said, “Jeremiah, what do you see?”

Chapter 1

I replied, “I see a branch from an almond
This is the message of Jeremiah son of tree.”
Hilkiah, who wrote this. He was a priest, 12 Yahweh said, “That is correct. And befrom the town of Anathoth in the area cause the word for ‘almond’ resembles
where the tribe of Benjamin lives. 2 Yah- the word for ‘watching’, it means that I
weh started to give him these messages am watching what will happen, and I will
when Josiah had been ruling Judah for al- make certain that what I have said to you
most thirteen years. 3 Yahweh continued about destroying nations will happen.”
to give him messages when Josiah’s son Je- 13
Then Yahweh spoke to me again and
hoiakim was the king, and he continued to
do that until Zedekiah had been the king said, “What do you see now?”
of Judah for almost eleven years. It was in I replied, “I see a pot full of boiling water.
the ﬁfth month of that year that the people It is in the north, tipping toward me.”
of Jerusalem were exiled to Babylonia.
14
Yahweh replied, ”Yes! It means that
4
One day Yahweh gave me this message, from the north great trouble will spread
5
”I knew you before I ﬁnished forming over this land, like boiling water pouring
from a pot.
you in your mother’s womb.
1

I set you apart for my honor before
you were born,

15

Listen to what I say:

I am summoning the armies of the
and I appointed you to be my prophet kingdoms that are north of Judah to come
to Jerusalem.
for all the nations.”
Their kings will set up their thrones at
I replied, “O, Yahweh my God, do you
the
gates of this city to indicate that they
not see that I am not qualiﬁed to speak for
are now the kings of Judah.
you? I am very young!”
7
Their armies will attack and break
Yahweh replied, ”Do not say that you
are too young, because you must go to ev- down the walls of this city, and they will
eryone to whom I will send you, and you do the same thing to all the other towns in
must tell them everything that I tell you Judah.
16
to say. 8 And you must not be afraid of the
I will punish my people because of all
people to whom you will speak, because the evil things that they have done;
I will protect you from being harmed by
they have abandoned me and they offer
them. This will surely happen because I,
offerings of worship to false gods.
Yahweh, have said it!”
They worship idols that they have
9
Then it was as though Yahweh touched
my mouth and said, ”Listen to me! I have made with their own hands!
6

put my message into your mouth. 10 Today 17 So, get up and put on your clothes to get
I am appointing you to warn nations and ready for action! Then go to the people
kingdoms. You will tell them that I will of Judah and tell them everything that I
completely destroy and get rid of some of tell you to say. Do not be afraid of them,
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because if you are afraid of them, I will
punish you as an example right in front
of them! 18 But listen! I will cause you to
be strong, like a city that has strong walls
around it. You will be as strong as an iron
pillar or a bronze wall. Even the royal ofﬁcials, the priests, and the general populace will not be able to defeat you. 19 They
will oppose you, but they will not be able
to defeat you, because I will be with you
and will protect you. That will surely happen because I, Yahweh, have said it!”

”What sin did I commit that caused
your ancestors to turn far away from me?
They worshiped worthless idols,
less.
6

and they themselves became worth-

They should have said,

’We need Yahweh. He is the one who
brought us safely out of Egypt
and led us through a desert plain where
there were a lot of pits.
We need Yahweh. He is the one who
led us

Chapter 2

where there was no water and where it
was very dangerous,

1

Yahweh gave me another message 2 to
through a land where no one lives or
proclaim to everyone in Jerusalem. He even travels.’
said that I should tell them this,
7
But when I, Yahweh, brought you into
”I, Yahweh, remember in your favor a very fertile land,
that you followed me and trusted in our
in order that you could enjoy all the
covenant long ago.
fruit and other good things that you would
You tried to please me like a bride harvest,
tries to please her husband;
you caused the land that I promised to
give to you to be unﬁt for me
You loved me,
desert.

and to become disgusting to me.

and you followed me through the
8

3

At that time you Israelites were set
apart to me;

Your priests also did not ask
if I was still with them.

Those who teach God’s laws are not
you belonged to me like the ﬁrst part faithful to me themselves!
of the harvests belong to me.
And your leaders have rebelled
I promised to punish all those who against me.
harmed you, my people,
Your prophets gave you messages from
their god Baal,

and send disasters on them.

This is the way it will always be since
I, Yahweh, said that it would happen.”
4

and they worship worthless idols.
9

So I, Yahweh, will accuse you in court.

Listen to what Yahweh says, descenIn future years, I will also bring your
dants of Jacob, all you people of Israel. children and your grandchildren to trial!
You must listen to what Yahweh says.
That will happen because I, Yahweh,
5
He says,
have said that it will happen.
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10

If you go west to the island of Cyprus,
or if you go east to Kedar land,

and if you ask people in those places,

and shaved your heads to show that
you are their slaves.
17

But it is because you abandoned me,
Yahweh your God,

they will tell you that no people from
that these disasters have happened
their countries have ever done the wicked
to you, since I had been leading your to
things that you people have done!
safety.
11
No people of any nation have ever
18
abandoned their gods that they thought
So why are you trying to make an
were glorious
alliance with the rulers of Egypt who live
and started to worship gods that are near the Shihor?
not really gods,

Why are you trying to make an albut you people have abandoned me, liance with the rulers of Assyria who live
near the Euphrates River?
your glorious God,
19
It is because you have been very
and are worshiping gods that are
wicked that I will punish you.
useless.
12

It is as though everything in the sky
It is because you have turned away
is dismayed about what you have done;
from me that I will condemn you.
it is as though they tremble and are
When I do that, you will realize that
very horriﬁed. I, Yahweh, see and declare bitter and evil things will happen to you
this to you.
because you have forsaken me, Yahweh,
13
You, my people, have done two evil your God,
things:

and you no longer have an awesome
you have rejected me, the one who is respect for me.
like a fountain where you can obtain fresh
That will certainly happen because I,
water,
the Lord, Yahweh, commander of the anand you are worshiping gods that are gel armies in heaven, have said it.
like pits in the ground
20
Long ago, you stopped obeying me
that are cracked and which are not and you would not allow me to lead you.
able to hold any water.
You refused to worship me, even
14
You Israelite people, you were cer- though I saved you from being slaves.
tainly not slaves when you were born;
Instead, you worship idols that are unso why were you captured by your der trees on the top of every hill.
enemies?
You love and worship those idols
15
Your enemies roared like lions,
instead of me just like an unfaithful man
and they destroyed your land.
loves a prostitute instead of his wife.
Now your towns have been burned,
and no one lives in them.

21

It is as though you were the best
grapevine that I could plant,

16

Soldiers from Memphis and Tahpenes,
and I planted you so you would grow
cities in Egypt, have defeated you
from the very best seed.
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26
So how could you change yourself from
A robber is disgraced when he is
the best grapevine into becoming like a caught.
vine that is disgusting and rotten?
And all of you, including your
22
Your guilt from your sins is like very kings and priests and prophets, are simibad stains on a cloth,
larly disgraced.
27
and you cannot get rid of those stains
You call a piece of wood that is carved
even by using very strong soap.
to become a sacred idol, your ‘father,’

This is true because I, Yahweh, have
and you call a stone that you have set
said it.
up, your ‘mother.’
23

You say that you have not sinned.

You have rejected me

You claim to be acceptable to God

but when you experience troubles,

and that you have not worshiped the
images of Baal.

you call for me to rescue you!
28

Why do you not shout to the gods that
But think about the disgusting things you made?
that you do very eagerly in Hinnom Valley
Why do you not plead with them to
outside Jerusalem.
rescue you
You are like desperate female
when you experience disasters?
camels running here and there to ﬁnd
For you have as many gods as you have
male camels to mate with.
cities
and towns in Judah!
24
You are like wild female donkeys that
29
You complain that it was wrong for
live in the desert.
me not to have rescued you,
They sniff the air to ﬁnd where the
but you have all rebelled against me,
male donkeys are,
Yahweh, the one who is speaking to you
and there is no one who can restrain
right now.
their lust.
30
I punished some of you,
The male donkeys that want to mate
but you did not learn anything from
with them only wear themselves out chasmy doing that.
ing after them;
Instead you have killed many of the
because at mating time they ﬁnd them
prophets
that I sent to you,
easily.
like ﬁerce lions kill other animals.
You constantly run here and there to
ﬁnd idols to worship, with the result that 31 You people of Israel, pay attention to
your sandals are worn out,
what I say.
and your throats have become dry.
I have certainly never abandoned you
25

I told you to stop doing that but you said in a desert;
that you could not stop,
I have never left you in a very dark
and you said that you loved those land.
foreign gods
So, why do you, my people, say that you
and had to worship them!
are free from my control
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and that you will not return to worship
me anymore?
32

A young woman would certainly
never forget to wear her jewelry,
and a bride would never forget to
wear her wedding dress,
but you my people have forgotten me
for many years.
33

You know how to easily ﬁnd gods from
other countries whom you can love.

Chapter 3
1

”People know that if a man divorces his
wife and then she marries another man,
her ﬁrst husband certainly must not
take her back again to be his wife again.
She would be ceremonially unclean and
she has broken the law of Yahweh.
This nation is like this woman.

You can ﬁnd them more easily than a
But you have more idols than prosprostitute can ﬁnd men to sleep with. You titutes have men whom they have slept
could teach her about inﬁdelity!
with!
34
You also have the blood of poor peoSo, why should I accept you if you
ple on your clothes; the very people you
return to me? it is Yahweh who says this.
have murdered;
2
”Look up at the barren hilltops.
people who were innocent! You did
not catch them robbing you!

On every hilltop you have given yourselves
to the idols
Yet you say, ’I have done nothing
wrong!
in the way a prostitute gives herself
I am sure that Yahweh will not be to her lovers.
angry with me for much longer.’
You sat along the roadsides like an
But I will punish you severely
Arab nomad who is always waiting in the
for claiming that you have not sinned. desert for someone to come;
35

36

Previously you requested the army of
but you are waiting to have sex with
Assyria to help you,
those who pass by.
but they were not able to help you.
Your unfaithfulness is the worship of

Now you have requested the army of idols,
Egypt to help you,
and your prostitution is just like your
but they will not be able to help you, idol worship.
either.
The whole land is made unacceptable
37
They will capture you, and you will to Yahweh,
be their prisoners,
and your worship of idols is your
very ashamed with your hands on
prostitution and your wickedness is what
your heads.
made you unclean.
That will happen because Yahweh has
3
That is why I have not sent you any rain
rejected those nations that you are relying
at
the
times of the year when you needed
on,
it.
and they will not be able to help you
But you are like prostitutes
at all.”
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who are not at all ashamed for what me, but what the people of Judah have
they have done.
done is worse. 12 So go and tell this to the
people of Israel,
4
Now each of you says to me, ’You are
’Yahweh says this to you Israelite people
my father!
who have turned away from him:
You have loved me ever since I was
I am merciful.
young!
5
I will not continue to be angry with
So surely you will not be angry with
you forever.
me forever!’
You promised you would not obey me,
and you did what you said!
And you sinned over and over again!
But you will not quit sinning!”
6

One day when Josiah was the king of
Judah, Yahweh said to me, ”Have you
seen what the people of Israel have done?
They have turned away from me, like a
woman who has abandoned her husband
and sleeps with other men. They have
gone up on every hilltop and under every
shady tree and worshiped idols there. 7
I thought that they would return to me,
but they did not. And their brothers, the
people of Judah, were watching all of this.
8
So I sent the people of Israel away to
other countries, as a man writes a note
saying that he is divorcing his wife and
then sends her away because she has committed adultery. But I realized that, just as
the people of Israel, the people of Judah
were not at all afraid of me. Instead, they
acted just as the people of Israel had done.
They also turned away from me and began worshiping idols, just as women who
leave their husbands and go to other men.
9
They did not care that worshiping idols
offended me, so they have made the entire land unacceptable to me by worshiping idols of wood and stone. 10 The people of Judah have pretended to return to
me, but they have not been sincere. This
is true because I, Yahweh, have said it.”

So return to me.

13

guilty,

But you must admit that you are

and that you have rebelled against
me, Yahweh, your God,
that you have worshiped idols under
big trees everywhere,
and you have not obeyed me.
You have turned away from me.
14

But you belong to me,
so come back to me, my children!

If you do, I will take you, one from
each city and two from each clan,
and bring you back to Jerusalem.
15

If you do that, I will appoint for you
leaders with whom I am pleased
who will guide you well because they
will know and understand what pleases
me.
16

And when you become very numerous in your land,
you will not need to talk about the
Sacred Chest that contained the Ten Commandments.
You will not think about it,
and you will not want to make a new
one.’
17

At that time people will say that my
throne is in Jerusalem.

11

Then Yahweh said to me, ”Jeremiah, the
People from all nations will come there
people of Israel have turned away from to worship me,
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and they will no longer stubbornly
Even though we shouted very loudly in
do the evil things that they desire in their our worship, every promise we believed
inner beings.
turned out to be lies and only lies.
18

At that time you people of Israel
We now know that trusting in Yahweh
and Judah will return from being exiled our God is the only way Israel will be resin lands to the north.
cued!
24
You will return to the land that I
From the time when we were
gave to your ancestors to belong to them young, the shameful god Baal has taken
forever.
away from us everything that our ances19
You people of Israel, I wanted to accept tors worked hard to acquire.

you to be my children.

He has taken away their ﬂocks of
sheep
and
herds of cattle, their sons and
I wanted to give you this delightful land.
their daughters.
It is a land more desirable than the
25
So, now we should lie down feeling
land of any other nation!
very ashamed,
I wanted you to call me your father,
because we and our ancestors have
and I wanted you to never stop hon- sinned against Yahweh our God,
oring me.
and we have never obeyed him.”
20
But you have abandoned me like
women who have abandoned their husbands.”
That is what Yahweh said, and I told
it to the people of Israel.

Chapter 4
1

Yahweh says, ”You Israelite people, if
Then God said, ”People will hear a you come back to anyone, it should be to
noise on the barren hilltops.
me.
It will be the noise made by people
If you get rid of those detestable idols,
weeping and pleading for God to be merif you do not go away from me again,
ciful to them.
2
and if you declare, ‘Just as surely as
They will be admitting that they have
Yahweh lives,’
forgotten Yahweh their God,
21

and that they turned away from behaving as God wanted them to.
22

when you take your oaths,

and if you are truthful, just, and righYou Israelite people, come back to me! teous,

then the people in the other nations of
If you do that, I will cause you to never
the world
turn away from me again.”
will ask me to bless them as I have
The people will reply, ”We are returning
blessed you,
to you,
and they will all come and honor me.”

because you are Yahweh, our God.
23

When we worshiped idols on the 3 This is what Yahweh says to the people
mountains, we did not get any help.
of Jerusalem and the other cities in Judah,
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”Cause your inner beings to be ready to
receive my messages
like farmers plow up hard ground in
order that they can plant seed in it.
Just as farmers do not waste good seed
by sowing seeds among thorny plants,

8

So, put on rough clothes
and weep and beat your breasts

to show that you are very sorry for
what you have done,
because Yahweh is still very angry
with us.

I do not want to waste my time telling
9
Yahweh declares that at the time when
you messages that you are not ready to reYahweh punishes you, the king of Judah
ceive.
and all his oﬃcials will be very afraid.
4
Show that your inner beings and your
The priests and the prophets will be
minds are devoted to me.
terriﬁed.”
If you do not do that, my being angry 10
Then I replied, “Yahweh my God,
with you
you completely deceived the people by
because of all the sins that you have telling them that there would be peace in
committed
Jerusalem, but now our enemies are ready
will be like a ﬁre that will be impossi- to slaughter us with their swords!”
ble to extinguish.

11

When that happens, Yahweh will say to
the
people of Jerusalem,
Declare this to all the people in
Jerusalem and the rest of Judea;
”A huge army will come to attack you.
blow the trumpets everywhere in the
They will not be like a gentle breeze
land to warn the people.
that separates the wheat from the chaff.
Tell them that they should ﬂee to
They will be like a very hot wind that
the cities that have high walls around blows in from the desert.
12
them.
They will be like a strong blast that I
6
will
send.
Shout to the people of Jerusalem
5

and run away now. Do not delay,
because I am about to bring a terrible
disaster upon you
that will come from the north.
7

An army that has destroyed many nations will attack you
like a lion that comes out of its den to
attack other animals.
The soldiers of that army

Now I am declaring that I will punish
you.”
13

And the people in Jerusalem will say,
”Our enemies are about to rush down on
us; their chariots are like whirlwinds.
Their horses are faster than eagles.
It will be terrible for us!
14

You people of Jerusalem cleanse your
inner beings,

are already marching toward your

in order that Yahweh will rescue you.

How long will you continue to think
They will destroy your cities and about doing evil deeds?
15
leave them without any people still living
From the city of Dan in the far north
to the hills of Ephraim a few miles north
in them.
land.
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of Jerusalem messengers are proclaiming
How long will I continue to see the
that disasters are coming.”
enemy battle ﬂags
16

So I said this to the people in other
and hear the sound of their trumpets
nations,
being blown?
and also announced it in Jerusalem,
”Yahweh says that an army is coming to
Jerusalem from far away;
they will shout a battle cry against the
cities of Judah.

22

ish!

Yahweh says: My people are very fool-

me.

They do not have a relationship with

They are like stupid children

17

They will set up tents around
Jerusalem like people set up temporary
shelters around a ﬁeld at harvest time.

who do not understand anything.
They very cleverly do what is wrong,

but they do not know how to do what
That will happen because the people
is good.
of Judah have rebelled against me.
23
God gave me a vision in which I saw
18
You will be punished very severely;
that the earth was barren and without
it will be as though a sword has
form.
stabbed your hearts.
I looked at the sky,
But you are causing those things to hapand there was no light there.
pen to you
24

because of the evil things that you
have done.”

I looked at the mountains and hills,

and they shook and moved from side
Then I said to myself, ”I am extremely to side.
anguished;
25
I looked and saw that all there were
the pain in my inner being is very no more people
severe.
and all the birds had ﬂown away.
My heart beats wildly!
26
I looked and saw that the ﬁelds
that previously were fertile had become a
But I cannot remain silent
desert.
because I have heard our enemies
The cities were all ruined;
blowing their trumpets
19

they had all been destroyed by Yahto announce that the battle against
weh because he was extremely angry.”
Judah will start immediately!
20

Disasters will occur one after another

27

This is what Yahweh is saying,
”the entire land of Judah will be ruined,

until the whole land is ruined.
Suddenly all our tents will be destroyed;

but I will not destroy it completely.

28
I will do to my people what I said that
even the curtains inside the tents will
I would do,
be ripped apart.
21

How long will this battle continue?

and I will not change my mind.
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So when that happens, it will be as
Search in the marketplaces to ﬁnd
though the earth will mourn
people who do what is fair,
and the sky will become very dark.

who try to be faithful to me.

29

When the people hear the sound of
the enemy cavalry and archers marching,

If you ﬁnd even one person like that,

I will forgive the people of Jerusalem
they will be terriﬁed as they ﬂee from and not destroy their city.
their cities.
2
But when the people there swear an
Some of them will ﬁnd places to hide in oﬃcial oath by Yahweh’s life,
the bushes,
they are lying.”
and others will run toward the
3
So I prayed, ”Yahweh, you are certainly
quarries to escape being killed by their ensearching
for people who are faithful to
emies.
you.
All the cities in Judah will be abanYou punished your people, but they
doned;
not one person will remain in them. did not pay any attention.
30

So you who will surely be destroyed,
what will you do then?

You crushed them, but they ignored
what you were telling them to do.
They were extremely stubborn

Even though you have worn beautiful
clothes and jewelry

and refused to return to you.”
4

and paint around your eyes,
those things will not help you,
because the people in other countries
that you think love you really despise you,
and they will try to kill you.
31

It is as though I already hear the people in Jerusalem crying very loudly,
as a woman cries when she is giving
birth to her ﬁrst child;

Then I thought, ”We cannot expect
these people to act righteously, because
they are poor;
they do not have any sense.
They do not know the way Yahweh
wants them to conduct their lives;
they do not know what God requires
them to do.
5

So, I will go and talk to their leaders,

because they surely know how God
she gasps for breath and pleads for
wants them to conduct their lives.”
someone to help her,
and she shouts, ‘Something terrible is
But they also have stopped obeying Yahhappening to me; they are about to mur- weh,
der me!’”
and they will not allow him to lead
them.

Chapter 5

6

Because of that, lions will come out of
the forests and kill them;

1

Yahweh said to the people of
wolves from the desert will attack
Jerusalem, ”Go up and down every street. them;
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12

leopards that lurk outside their cities
will maul anyone who walks outside the
cities.

They have lied about me and said,
’He cannot do anything to help us!
He will not punish us!

Those things will happen because
the people have sinned very much against
God

He will not send disasters on us!

We will not experience wars or
and have turned away from him very famines!
13
frequently.
What God’s prophets say is nothing

Yahweh says, ”I cannot forgive these but wind!
people;
They do not have messages from God!
even their children have abandoned
And because they have not beme.
lieved me, all of these things will happen
When they solemnly declare something, to them!’”
7

they ask their gods to show that what they 14 So, this is what Yahweh, the commander
say is true.
of the armies of angels in heaven, has said
I gave my people everything that they to me,
needed,

”Because my people are saying those
but they often went to the high places things,
on the hills, where they worshiped their
I will give you a message to tell them
idols and committed adultery there.
that will be like a ﬁre,
8

Just like well fed male horses neigh,
and these people will be like wood
wanting to mate with female horses,
that the ﬁre will burn up completely!
15
each of the men desires to sleep with
Listen to Yahweh’s declaration, you
his neighbor’s wife.
people of Israel:
9

Should I not punish them for this?

I will bring the army of a distant nation
I will certainly get revenge on this to attack you.
nation whose people behave like that!
It is a very powerful nation that has
10
The people of Judah and Israel are existed for a long time.
like a vineyard.

Go along the rows in their vineyards
and get rid of most of the people,
but do not kill all of them.
These people do not belong to me,
so get rid of them,

They speak a language that you do not
know,

and which you will not be able to
understand.
16

Their soldiers are all very strong,

and the arrows from their quivers will
send many Judean men to their graves.

17
like a gardener lops off branches from
They will eat the food that you have
a vine.
harvested from your ﬁelds,
11

The people of Israel and Judah have
even though it should be your own
turned away from me completely.
children who eat your bread.
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They will kill your ﬂocks of sheep and
and have constantly turned away
herds of cattle.
from me.
ﬁgs.

24

They will eat your grapes and your

You do not say to yourselves,

’Let us have an awesome respect for
They will also destroy your cities that Yahweh our God,
have high walls around them
the one who sends us rain at the times
and kill the people with their swords.

that we need it,

the one who causes the grain to beBut even when those things happen, I
come ripe at the harvest season.’
will not get rid of all of you.
25
19
It is because of the wrong things
And when the people ask, ‘Why is
that you have done, that those good things
Yahweh doing this to us?’
have not happened.
you will tell them, ’You rejected him
It is because of the sins that you have
and worshiped foreign gods in your own
committed that you have been prevented
land,
from receiving those blessings.
so now you will become slaves of for26
Among my people are wicked people
eigners in a land that is not your land.’”
who hide along the roads to ambush peo20
Yahweh instructed me to proclaim ple
this message to the people of Israel and Julike men who hunt birds put nets to
dah,
catch them.
21
”Listen to this, you people who so are
27
Like a hunter has a cage full of birds
foolish, and you who have no understandthat he has captured,
ing!
their homes are full of things that they
You have eyes, but you cannot see.
have gotten by deceiving others
Yes, you have ears, but you cannot hear
so now they are very rich and powerful.
anything.
28
They are big and fat
22
Why do you not have any awesome
because they eat rich food, and there
respect for me?
is no limit to the evil deeds that they have
You should tremble when you are in done.
my presence!
In court, they do not help ordinary
I, Yahweh, am the one who put a barrier people get judges to decide fairly for them,
along the shores
and they do not try to defend orphans.
so that the waters of the ocean cannot
They do not even want to listen to
cross it and ﬂood the land.
them in court.
18

29
The waves roll and roar, but they cannot
So I will certainly punish them for
go past that barrier.
doing those things.
23

But you people are not like the waves
I, Yahweh, declare that I will certainly
that obey me.
get revenge on their nation.
30
You people are very stubborn and
Very appalling things are happening
rebellious,
in this country:

1064

JEREMIAH
31

Prophets speak only lies

and tear down their fortresses.’”

and priests rule by their own authority,
yet you people like that!

6

Yahweh, the commander of the armies
of angels in heaven, says this,

”I will command those soldiers to cut
But when you start to experience disasdown
the trees outside Jerusalem
ters, what will you do?
and to build ramps up to the top of
the city walls!

Chapter 6

This city must be punished

because everyone there continually
You people in Jerusalem who are from
oppresses
others.
the tribe of Benjamin,
7
Its people keep doing wicked deeds,
ﬂee from this city!
1

just as a well keeps producing water.

Blow the trumpets in the city of Tekoa
south of Jerusalem!

The noise from people doing violent and
Send up a smoke signal in the city of destructive actions is heard everywhere.
Beth Hakerem
I continually see people who are sufto warn the people of the coming fering and wounded.
8
danger!
Listen to what I am warning you, you
A powerful army will come against you people of Jerusalem,
from the north,
because if you do not listen, I will
and they will cause great destruction. reject you
2

Jerusalem is like a beautiful woman,

and cause your land to become desolate,

but it will soon be destroyed.

a land where no one lives.”

3

Enemy kings, the shepherds of for- 9 Yahweh, the commander of the angel
eign people groups, will come with their armies, says this,
armies and set up their tents around the
”Your enemies will cause your country
city,
to become as desolate as a vineyard from
and each king will choose a part of which all the grapes have been completely
the city for his soldiers to destroy as shep- stripped from the vines.
herds divide their pastures for their ﬂocks
Their soldiers will seize the possessions
of sheep.
of those who remain in Israel after the oth4
The kings will tell their troops,
ers have been exiled
’Make the sacriﬁces necessary to get
like farmers go to the vines again to
ready for battle.
pick any grapes that were left.
We should attack them before noon-

10

Who can I, Jeremiah, speak to?
Who would listen to me, even if I spoke to
but even if we arrive there late in the them?
afternoon,
The ears of the Israelite people are
time,

5

we will attack them at night

unable to hear what I have to tell them.
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See! the message Yahweh gave me to
”Stand at the crossroads and look at the
tell them is offensive to them.
people who pass by.
Ask them what was the good behavior
When they hear the message of Yahthat their ancestors had long ago.
weh, they hate what I tell them!”
11

gry,

After hearing this I became very an-

And when they tell you, behave that
way.

If you do that, you will ﬁnd rest for
as Yahweh is angry, and I could not
yourselves.
hold myself back any longer.
So Yahweh said to me,
”Tell the children in the streets and
the young men who gather together.
Tell the men and their wives;

But you said that you did not want to do
that!
17

I sent my prophets who were like
watchmen.

They told you to listen carefully when
the trumpets blow to warn you that your
12
Tell the men that I will give their enemies are approaching,
houses to their enemies,
but you did not want to listen.
and I will give their property and their
18
Therefore, you people in the other
wives to them, also,
nations, listen to this:
when I punish the people who live in
Pay attention to what is going to hapthis land!
pen to the Israelite people.
13
Everyone is trying to get money by
19
Listen, all of you!
tricking others,
I am going to cause disasters to happen
from the the least important people
to the Israelite people.
to the most important people.
That is what will happen to them beEven my prophets and priests, they all cause they have refused to listen to what I
lie to get what they want.
told them.
14
They act as though the sins of my peoThey have refused to obey my laws.
ple are like small wounds that they can
20
You Israelite people, when you burn
easily treat.
frankincense that came from Sheba
They tell the people that everything
and when you offer to me sweetwill go well with them, but that is not true;
smelling
anointing oil that came from far
things will not go well with them.
away,
15
They should be ashamed about the
I will not be pleased with your sacridisgusting things that they do, but they
ﬁces.
are not ashamed at all. They do not even
know how to blush.
I will not accept the sacriﬁces that are
So, they also will be among those completely burned on the altar;
tell the very old people, also.

who will be killed. They will be destroyed
I am not pleased with any of your
when I punish them.”
sacriﬁces.
16

This is also what Yahweh said to the Is- 21 Therefore, I will put obstacles on the
raelite people,
roads on which my people will travel.
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Men and their sons and people’s neighas a mother would cry when her only
bors and friends will stumble over those son has died.
obstacles and fall down;
For your enemies are very near,
everyone will die.”
and they are going to destroy every22

thing.”

Yahweh also says this,

”You will see a huge army marching
toward you from the north.

27

Then Yahweh said to me,

”Jeremiah, I have caused you to become
like
someone who heats metal very hot to
An army of a great nation very far
completely burn the impurities.
away is preparing to attack you.
23

spears;

They have bows and arrows and

ior.

You will examine my people’s behav-

28
You will ﬁnd out that they are very
they are very cruel, and do not act
stubborn
rebels:
mercifully to anyone.

they are always slandering others.

As they ride along on their horses,

Their inner beings are as hard as bronze
the horses’ feet sound like the roaring
or iron;
of the ocean waves;
they all continually deceive others.
they are riding in battle formation
29

A metalworker causes the bellows to
blow
very hard to make the ﬁre very hot
24
The people of Jerusalem say to each
to completely burn up the impurities.
other,
But just as a ﬁre does not cause all the
”We have heard reports about the en- waste material to run off,
emy;
it is impossible to separate the people
so we are very frightened, with the from their wicked deeds.
result that we are weak.
30
I, Yahweh, have rejected them;
We are very afraid, and worried,
I say that they are like worthless sillike women who are about to give ver.”
birth to babies.
to attack you people of Jerusalem.”

25

So, do not go out into the ﬁelds! Do
not go on the roads,
because the enemy soldiers have
swords and they are everywhere;

Chapter 7
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said to me, 2 ”Go to the entrance of my
they are coming from all directions,
house and give this message to the people:
and we are extremely afraid.”
You people of Judah, who worship here,
26
3
So I, Jeremiah, say to you,
listen to this message from Yahweh.
”My dear people, put on rough clothes This is what Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, says to you: ’If you improve
and sit in ashes
your ways and start doing what is right,
to show how much you are grieving.
I will allow you to remain living in your
Mourn loudly and cry very much,
land. 4 But some people are repeatedly
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saying to you, ‘The temple of Yahweh is
here, so we will be safe; he will not allow
us and the temple to be destroyed.’ But
do not pay attention to what they say, be5
cause they are deceiving you.
I will
act mercifully to you only if you change
your behavior and stop doing evil things,
and if you start to act fairly toward others, 6 and if you stop oppressing foreigners who live in your country, and orphans
and widows, and if you stop murdering
people and worshiping foreign gods. 7 If
you do what I have told you, I will allow
you to stay in this land that I promised
to your ancestors long ago that it would
belong to them and their descendants forever.
8

People are repeatedly telling you, ‘The
temple is here, so we are safe,’ and you are
trusting that what they are saying is true.
But those people are deceiving you; what
they say is worthless. 9 You think that
you can steal things, murder people, commit adultery, tell lies in court, and worship Baal and all those other gods that you
did not know about previously. 10 Then
you think you can come here and stand in
front of this temple, which is my temple,
and say ‘Nothing bad will happen to us!’,
while you continue to do all those disgusting things. 11 Perhaps you do not know
that you have made this temple, which is
my temple, to become like a cave where
thieves hide. But I, Yahweh, am telling you
that I have seen all these things!
12

Long ago I put my sacred tent in the district of Shiloh, to be a place where people would worship me. Think about how
I destroyed it because my people, the Israelite people, did many wicked things
there. 13 And while you were continually doing those wicked things, I told you
about it many times, but you refused to listen. I called out to you, but you refused
to answer me. 14 Therefore, just as I de-

stroyed Shiloh, I will now destroy this temple that was built for people to worship
me, this temple that you trust in, in this
place that I gave to you and your ancestors. 15 And I will expel you from this land
and send you to other countries far away
from me, just as I did to your relatives, the
people of Israel.”
16

Yahweh said to me, ”Jeremiah, do not
pray for these people any longer. Do not
call out on their behalf or plead for me to
help them, because I will not pay any attention to you. 17 Do you see the wicked
things that they are doing in the streets
of Jerusalem and in the other towns in
Judah? 18 The children gather ﬁrewood
and their fathers make ﬁres on the altars to burn sacriﬁces. The women knead
dough to make cakes to offer to their goddess Asherah who is called the Queen of
Heaven. And on their altars they pour
out offerings of wine to their other idols.
All of those things cause me to become extremely angry! 19 But I am not the one
whom they are hurting; they are really
hurting themselves by doing these things
for which they should be very ashamed!”
20
So Yahweh the Lord says this: “Because
I am extremely angry with what happens
at this place, I will punish these people
severely; my being very angry will be like
a ﬁre that will not be extinguished, and
I will destroy the people, their animals,
their fruit trees, and their crops.”
21

Therefore, this is what Yahweh, commander of the armies of angels, the God
of Israel, says: ”Take away your offerings that you bring to burn completely
on your altars and your other sacriﬁces;
do not give them to me; eat them yourselves! 22 When I led your ancestors out
of Egypt, it was not offerings to be completely burned on the altar or other sacriﬁces that I wanted from them. 23 What I
told them was, ‘Obey me; if you do that, I
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will be your God and you will be my people. If you do the things that I want you to
do, everything will go well for you.’ 24 But
your ancestors would not pay any attention to me. They continued to do the evil
things that they wanted to do, everything
that in their stubborn inner beings they
desired to do. Instead of coming closer
to me, they went further away from me.
25
From the day that your ancestors left
Egypt until now, I have continued to send
my prophets to you repeatedly. 26 But you,
my people, have not listened to me or paid
attention to what I said; you have been
stubborn, and you have done more sinful
things than your ancestors did.”
27

Then Yahweh said to me, ”When you tell
all this to my people, they will not listen to
you. When you call to them, they will not
answer. 28 Say to them, ‘You people of Judah have not obeyed Yahweh, your God;
you have not accepted it when he tried to
correct you. No one among you is truthful; you do not say anything that is true;
you speak only lies.’
29

So, tell them to cut off their hair to
show that they are mourning; tell them to
go up into the barren hills and sing a sad
funeral song,
Because I have completely rejected
this generation of people who have made
me angry.” 30 Yahweh says this: ”The people of Judah have done many things that
I say are evil. They have set up their disgusting idols in my temple, causing it to
become an unacceptable place to worship
me. 31 They have built altars at Topheth
in Hinnom Valley outside Jerusalem, and
they sacriﬁce their sons and daughters on
those altars. I never commanded them to
do that; it was not even in my thoughts!
32
So they should beware! There will be
a time when that place will no longer be
called Topheth or the Hinnom Valley; instead, it will be called the Valley of Slaugh-

ter. There will be a huge number of people who will be buried there, with the result that there will be no space to bury
more bodies. 33 The corpses of my people that are not buried and are left on
the ground will be eaten by vultures and
wild animals, and there will be no one
to shoo them away. 34 There will be no
one singing and laughing anymore in the
streets of Jerusalem; there will be no more
joyful voices of bridegrooms and brides in
Judah, because the land will be completely
destroyed.”

Chapter 8
1

Yahweh says, ”After your enemies have
destroyed you, then they will break open
the graves of your kings and other oﬃcials who lived in Judah, and the graves
of your priests and prophets and other
people who lived there. 2 They will take
out their bones from their graves and dishonor them by scattering them on the
ground under the sun and the moon and
the stars—those are the gods which my
people loved and served and worshiped.
No one will gather up their bones and
bury them again; they will remain scattered on the ground like dung. 3 And all
the people of this wicked nation who are
still alive and whom I have exiled to other
countries will say, ‘We would prefer to die
than to continue to stay alive here in these
countries.’ That will be true because I,
Yahweh, have said it.”
4

Yahweh said to me, ”Jeremiah, tell the
people that this is what I, Yahweh, am saying to them: ’When people fall down, they
get up again, do they not?
When people are going along a road
and ﬁnd out that they are walking on the
wrong road, they go back and ﬁnd the correct road, do they not ?
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5

Yes, they do, so why do these people of important, they all are trying to get money
Judah continue trusting in those idols that by tricking others
have deceived them?
Even my prophets and priests, they all
They continue turning away from me lie to get what they want.
and betray my covenant, even though I
11
They act as though the sins of my peohave warned them of what will happen.
ple are like small wounds that they can
6
I have listened carefully to what they easily treat.
say, but they do not say what they should
They tell the people that everything
say. Not one of them is sorry for having
will go well with them, but that is not true;
sinned.
things will not go well with them.
No one says, “I have done wicked
12
They should be ashamed when they
things.” They are sinning and doing what
do disgusting things, but they do not even
they want to;
know how to show on their faces that they
Charging into sinful behavior with the are ashamed about their sins.
excitement of a horse that is running into
So, they also will be among those
a battle.
who will be killed. They will be destroyed
7
Even the stork knows when the sea- when I punish them.
sons change,
13
I will allow their enemies to take away
and the dove, the swallow, and the the ﬁgs and grapes that the people would
crane understanding the time of their mi- have harvested from their ﬁelds. Their
gration!
fruit trees will all wither.
But my people do not know what I, YahThey will not receive all the blessweh, require them to do.
ings that I prepared for them. This will
Your men who teach you the laws that certainly happen because I, Yahweh, have
Moses wrote have been saying false things said it.’”
14
about those laws.
Then the people will say, ”Why should
we
wait
here in these small towns? We
So, why do they continue saying, “We
are very wise because we have the laws of should go to the cities that have high walls
around them, but even if we do that we
Yahweh”?
will
be killed there,
9
Those teachers, who think that they
Because Yahweh our God has decided
are wise, will be ashamed and dismayed
when they are taken to other countries by that we must be destroyed; it is as though
he has given us a cup of poison to drink,
their enemies
because we sinned against him.
Because they sinned by rejecting what I
15
We hoped that things would go well
told them. Truly, they were not very wise
for
us,
but things have not gone well.
to do that!
8

We hoped that we would recover and
So, I will give their wives to other
men; I will give their ﬁelds to the enemy be strong again, but only things that terrify us are happening to us.
soldiers who conquer them.
10

16
People far north in the Israelite city of
All the people, including those who are
least important and those who are most Dan can already hear the snorting of the
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horses of those who are preparing to atsince I cry night and day for all of my
tack us. It is as though the entire land is people who have been killed by their eneshaking as their army approaches;
mies.
2
I wish that I could leave my people and
they are coming to destroy our land and
everything in it, the people and the cities.” forget them, and go and live in a shack in
the desert,
17
Yahweh says, ”I will send those enemy
because they have not remained faithsoldiers to Judah, and they will be like poiful to Yahweh; they are a mob of people
sonous snakes among you.
who deceive others.
No one will be able to stop them from
3
They use their tongues to tell lies just
attacking you; they will attack you like
as
people
shoot arrows with bows.
snakes do, and kill you.”

They are powerful, but not because
My grief for the people of Judah has
overwhelmed any sense of happiness. I they are faithful, but they go about doing
wicked things. “They do not know me,”
am very sad in my inner being.
Yahweh says.
19
Throughout our land, the people ask,
4
Do not trust your neighbors and even
”Has Yahweh abandoned Jerusalem?
your brothers! They all are as deceitful as
Is he, our city’s king, no longer there?” Jacob was.
Yahweh replies, “If they want me to be
They slander each other and tell lies
in Jerusalem, why do the people worship
about
each other.
idols and foreign gods?”
18

5
They deceive their friends and never
The people say, “The harvest season is
ﬁnished, the summer has ended, but Yah- tell the truth.
weh still has not rescued us from our eneThey lie continually and, because of
mies.”
that, they have become skilled liars; they
21
I cry because my people have been do one oppressive deed after another uncrushed. I mourn, and I am completely til they grow tired from sinning so much.
20

dismayed.

6

Jeremiah, everyone living around you
22
I ask, “Surely there is medicinal balm is a deceiver. Not one of them will admit
in the region of Gilead! Surely there are that I am God.
7
doctors there!”
Therefore I, Yahweh, commander of
But my people have been badly the angel armies, say this:

wounded in their spirits, and nothing can
Listen carefully to what I say: I will test
heal them.
my people, like a metalworker puts metal
in a hot ﬁre to completely burn out the impure bits.

Chapter 9
1

Because of all the evil things that
my people have done, there is absolutely
nothing else that I can do.

”I wish that my head could produce
8
What they say injures people like poias many tears as water from a spring, and
that my eyes were like a fountain of tears, soned arrows do.
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They say to their neighbors, ‘I hope They have worshiped the idols that reprethings will go well for you,’ while they are sent the god Baal, which is what their anplanning to kill them.
cestors did. 15 So now listen to what I,
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
9
Should I not punish them for doing
the God of the Israelites, say: What I will
that?
do will be like giving these people bitter
Yes, I should certainly get revenge on things to eat and poison to drink: 16 I will
the people of a nation that does things like scatter them to many nations which neither they nor their ancestors have known
that!”
anything about; I will enable their ene10
So, I will weep and wail for the peomies to strike them with swords until I
ple who live in the mountains and in the
have destroyed them.”
pastures,
17
This is what Yahweh, commander of
because those areas will be desolate,
the angel armies, says:
and no one will live there.
”Think about what is happening,
There will be no cattle there to call to
then summon those women who mourn
each other,
when someone has died.
and all the birds and wild animals will
18
Tell them to come quickly and start
have ﬂed to other places.
to
wail,
11
Yahweh also says, ”I will cause
with the result that tears will stream
Jerusalem to become a heap of ruins,
down from your eyes.
and only jackals will live there.
19
Listen to the people of Jerusalem callI will destroy the towns of Judah, with
ing out, saying,
the result that they will be completely de’We have been ruined!
serted;
no people will live there.”
12

I said, ”Only people who are very wise
can understand these things.

We have experienced a terrible disaster!
Now we are very ashamed,

because our houses have been deOnly those who have been taught by
Yahweh can explain these things to others. stroyed by our enemies, and we are being
forced to leave our land.’
The wise people are the only ones
20
You women, listen to what Yahweh
who can explain why the land will be comsays.
pletely ruined
with the result that everyone will be
afraid to travel through it.”
13

Pay attention to his words.
Teach your daughters to wail.

Yahweh replied, ”These things will hapTeach each other how to sing funeral
pen because my people have rejected my
songs.
laws which I gave to them; they have not
21
You must learn to sing funeral
obeyed me or my instructions. 14 Instead,
they have stubbornly done the things that songs because people will be dying in your
they wanted in their inner beings to do. houses and in palaces.
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There will be no more children playing weh says:
in the streets,
2
”Do not act like the people of other
there will be no more young men gath- nations act, and do not be terriﬁed by
ering in the city squares.
strange things that you see in the sky,
22

There will be corpses scattered across
even though they cause the people of
the ﬁelds like dung;
other nations to be terriﬁed.
3
their dead bodies will lie there like grain
The customs of the people of other nathat has been cut by reapers,
tions are worthless. For example, they cut
and there will be no one still alive to down a tree in the forest.
bury them.
Then a skilled worker cuts a section of
23

Yahweh says this:

”Wise men should not boast about their
being wise,
strong men should not boast about their
being strong;

it and uses his chisel to carve an idol from
that section.
4

Then people decorate the idol with
silver and gold.

Then they fasten it securely with nails
in
order
that it will not topple over.
and rich people should not boast about
5
their being rich.
Then the idol stands there like a scarecrow
in a ﬁeld of cucumbers.
24
Instead, those who want to boast
should boast about their knowing me

It cannot speak,

and about understanding that I am Yahweh,

and people must carry it,
because it cannot walk.

that I am kind and just and righteous,

Do not be afraid of idols,

that I faithfully love people,
and that I am delighted with people who
act that way.
25-26

because they cannot harm anyone,
and they cannot do anything good to
help anyone.”

There will be a time when I will pun6
Yahweh, there is no one like you.
ish all those people who have changed
their bodies by circumcising them but
You are great, and you are very powwho have not changed their inner beings: erful.
The Egyptian, the Moab, of Edom, and of
7
You are the king of all the nations!
the Ammon people groups, all those who
live close to desert areas far from Judah.
Everyone should revere you,
I will even punish the people of Israel bebecause that is what you deserve.
cause they are only circumcised on the
outside, and physically, and not on the inAmong all the wise people on the earth
side, in their inner self.”
and in all the kingdoms where they
live,

Chapter 10
1

there is no one like you.
8

Those people who think that they are
You people of Israel, listen to what Yah- very wise are stupid and foolish.
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The idols that they worship are only
those who make idols are always disapmade of wood!
pointed
because their idols do nothing for
Those idols certainly cannot teach
them.
them anything.
The images that they make are not real
People hammer silver from Tarshish
gods;
and gold from Uphaz into sheets,
they are lifeless.
and then they give those sheets of
9

15
silver and gold to skilled workers to cover
Idols are worthless; they are just obthe idols.
jects that make a mockery of the true God;

Then they put on those idols expensive
there will be a time when they all will
purple robes
be destroyed.
16

But the God whom we Israelites worship is not like those idols;

that are made by skilled workers.
10

But Yahweh is the only true God;

he is the one who created everything
that exists;

he is the all-powerful God,
the king who rules forever.

we, the tribe of Israel, belong to him;

When he is angry, all the earth shakes;

he is the commander of the angel
and the people of the nations can- armies.
17
not endure what he does when he is angry
Yahweh says this to the people of
with them.
Jerusalem:
11

”The army of your enemies surrounds
You Israelite people, tell this to those
people: “Those idols did not make the sky your city,
and the earth, and they will disappear
so gather up your possessions and
from the earth.”
prepare to leave the city.
12
18
But Yahweh made the earth by his
I will soon throw you out of this land
power;
and cause you to experience great
he made ﬁrm ground to stand on by troubles,
his wisdom
with the result that you will begin to
and stretched out the sky by his un- think of me again.”
derstanding.
19
The people replied, ”It is as though
13
When he speaks loudly, there is thun- we have been badly wounded,
der in the sky;
and we are very grieved;
he causes clouds to form over every
It is as though we have a very serious
part of the earth.
illness,
He sends lightning with the rain
and we must endure the pain.

20
and releases the winds from his storeIt is as though our great tent is dehouses.
stroyed;
14

People are as senseless as animals
and know nothing of what God desires!
cut;
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our children have gone away from us of Jerusalem and the other cities in Judah.
and will not return;
Then tell that agreement to them again.
3
Then tell them that I, Yahweh, the God
there are no people left to rebuild our
whom the Israelite people worship, said
great tent.
that I will curse everyone who does not
21
Our leaders have become just like obey what was written in that agreement
animals;
that I made with them. 4 It is the same
they no longer ask Yahweh to guide agreement that I made with their ancestors when I brought them out of Egypt.
them,
What happened to them in Egypt was terso they will no longer prosper,
rible; it was as though they were living in
and all those over whom they rule a hot furnace. When I brought them out
will be scattered.
of Egypt, I told them to obey me, and to do
22
Listen! Our enemies’ armies in the everything that I had commanded them to
do. I also told them that if they obeyed me,
north are making a very great noise
they would be my people and I would be
as they march toward us.
their God. 5 Now tell these people that if
The towns in Judah will be destroyed, they obey me, I will do what I promised to
do for their ancestors. I will enable them
and they will become a place where to continue living in this very fertile land
jackals live.”
in which they now live.”
23
Yahweh, I know that no person conI replied, “Yahweh, I trust you that what
trols what will happen to him;
you have said will happen.”
no one is able to direct the events that
6
Then Yahweh said to me, ”Go into the
he will experience.
streets
of Jerusalem and to the other cities
24
So correct us, but do it gently.
in Judah. Proclaim my message to the peoDo not correct us when you are angry, ple. Tell them to listen to the agreement
that I made with their ancestors and to
because we would die if you did that.
obey it. 7 When I brought their ances25
Punish all the nations whose people tors out of Egypt, I solemnly pleaded with
do not acknowledge that you are God;
them many times to obey me, and I am
8
punish all the nations whose people still pleading with them now. But they
did not obey me or even pay any attendo not worship you,
tion to me. Everyone continued to be stubbecause they are completely destroying born and to do the evil things that they
us people of Israel
wanted to do. I commanded them to do
and they are causing our land to soon what was written in the agreement, but
they refused. So I punished them in all the
be only a desert.
ways that I promised that I would.”
9

Then Yahweh said to me, ”The people of
Jerusalem and the other cities in Judah are
rebelling against me. 10 Their ancestors
1
This is another message that Yahweh refused to do what I told them to do, and
told me: 2 ”Listen to the agreement that now these people have returned to comI made with the ancestors of the people mitting the sins that their ancestors com-

Chapter 11
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mitted. They are worshiping other gods.
The people of Israel disobeyed the agreement that I made with their ancestors, and
now the people of Judah have done the
11
same thing.
So now I, Yahweh, am
warning them that I will cause disasters
to come to them, and they will not escape.
And when they call out for me to help
them, I will not pay attention. 12 When
that happens, the people in Jerusalem and
other cities in Judah will offer sacriﬁces
and burn incense to their gods and ask for
their help, but those gods will not be able
to save them when those disasters come
to them. 13 There are now as many gods in
Judah as there are towns in Judah; the people of Jerusalem have erected as many altars to burn incense to those gods as there
are streets in Jerusalem.

by ﬁre. 17 It is as though the people of Judah and Israel were a beautiful olive tree
that I, Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, planted,
but now, by burning incense to their
god Baal, they have caused me to become
very angry.
So now I have decided to destroy them.”
18

Yahweh revealed to me that my enemies
were planning to kill me. 19 Before he did
that, I was like a lamb that was being led
away to be slaughtered; I did not know
what they were planning to do. I did not
know that they were saying, “Let us get rid
of this tree and its fruit,” so I did not know
that they intended to kill me, in order that
14
Jeremiah, do not pray for these people, no one would remember me.
and do not plead with me to rescue them.
20
Then I prayed, ”Yahweh, commanIf you plead with me, I will not pay attender
of
the angel armies, you judge people
tion; and if they call out to me for help
when they are in distress, I will not listen justly,
to them.”
and you examine everything that we
15
Then Yahweh said,
are thinking.
”The people of Judah whom I love certainly no longer have a right to come to my
Allow me to watch you getting revenge
temple,
on the people who want to kill me,
because they continually do many
evil things.

because I trust that you will do for me
what
is right.”
They think that continually making sacriﬁces of meat to me certainly will protect
21
It was the men of my own town,
them from disasters,
Anathoth, who wanted to kill me, and they
with the result that they will be able
told me that they would kill me if I did not
to rejoice.
stop prophesying what Yahweh told me to
16
I previously said that they were like say. 22 So Yahweh, commander of the anan olive tree full of green leaves
gel armies, said about them, ”I will punish
them. Their young men will be killed in
with a lot of good olives on it,
wars, and their children will die because
but now I will send their enemies to they have no food. 23 I have set a time
attack them furiously;
when I will bring disasters to the people of
it is as though I will break off their Anathoth, and when that happens, none
branches, and their city will be destroyed of them will remain alive.”
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Chapter 12

so how will you be able to race against
horses?

If you only prepare to run on open
Yahweh, whenever I tell you that I am
ground,
unhappy about what is happening to me,
1

what will happen to you when you
So now allow me to ask about one more are running through the thick foliage near
the Jordan River?
thing that I do not understand:
you always act justly.

6
Already your brothers and other memWhy are wicked people often very
bers of your own family oppose you.
prosperous?
They plot against you and they say
Why do things go very well for disbad
things
about you.
honest people?
2
So even if they say nice things about
You allow them to prosper
you,
like trees that grow tall and bear a lot
do not trust them!
of fruit.

They always say good things about you,

7

I have abandoned my Israelite people,

but in their inner beings, they are
the people whom I chose to belong to
really far from you.
me.
3

But Yahweh, you know me very well.

I have allowed their enemies to conquer
You see what I do and you are able to the people whom I love.
8
know what I am thinking.
My people have become to me like a

Set them apart like we separate the lion in the forest.
sheep out of the herd so
It is as though they roar at me like a
that on the day of slaughter they will lion,
be butchered.
so now I hate them.
4
This land is becoming very dry and
9
My chosen people have become like
even the grass is withering.
speckled birds
Even the wild animals and the birds
that are surrounded by vultures waithave all died
ing to eat their ﬂesh.
because the people who live in this
Tell all the wild animals to come
land are very wicked.
and eat the ﬂesh until they are full.
All this has happened because the people have said,

10

Many rulers from other countries
“Yahweh does not know what has have come with their armies and devastated my people
happened to us!”
whom I care for like a farmer takes
Then to show me that I needed to be precare
of
his vineyard.
pared to endure even greater diﬃculties,
Yahweh said to me,
They have caused my beautiful land
”It is as though you have become ex- to become a barren desert where no one
hausted from racing against men;
lives.
5
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11

They have caused it to become com- I will cause them to become prosperous,
pletely empty;
and they also will be my people. 17 But I
will expel any nation whose people refuse
So now it is as though I am mourning
to obey me, and I will destroy that nation
the death of a loved one.
and its people. That will surely happen beThe whole land is desolate,
cause I, Yahweh, have said it.”
and no one worries about it.
12

The soldiers of our enemies have
marched across all the barren hilltops.

Chapter 13

But I, Yahweh, am using those armies 1
to punish your land from one end to the One day Yahweh said to me, “Go and buy
a linen waistcloth. Put it on, but do not
other,
wash it.” 2 So I bought a very nice waistand no one will escape.
cloth, which is what Yahweh told me to do,
13
It is as though my people planted and I put it on.

wheat,

3

Then later Yahweh gave me another mes4
sage.
He said, “Go to the Euphrates River
but now they are harvesting thorns.
and hide your waistcloth in a crevice in
They have become very tired because the rocks.” 5 So I went to the river and did
of much hard work,
what Yahweh told me to do.
but they have gained nothing from 6 A long time later, Yahweh said to me, “Go
all that work.
back to the river and get the waistcloth

They will be very disappointed because that I told you to hide there.” 7 So I went to
the Euphrates River and dug out the waisttheir harvests will be very small,
cloth from the crevice in which I had hidand that will happen because I, Yahden it. But it was ruined, and useless.
weh, am extremely angry with them.”
8
Then Yahweh gave me this message: 9
14
This is also what Yahweh said to me: ”I
”What happened to your waistcloth shows
will punish the evil nearby nations that
that I will destroy the things that the peohave been trying to take away the land
ple of Jerusalem and other places in Judah
that I gave to my Israelite people. I will
are very proud of. 10 Those wicked people
force them to leave their own lands. But
refuse to pay attention to what I say. They
I will throw the people of Judah out of
stubbornly do just what they desire to do;
their lands, also. 15 But later I will act merthey worship other gods. Therefore, they
cifully toward those nations again, and I
will become completely useless, like your
will bring them back to their own lands
waistcloth. 11 Just like a waistcloth clings
again. Each clan will come back to its
closely to a man’s waist, I wanted the peo16
And if the people of the
own land.
ple of Israel and Judah to cling closely to
other nations whose armies have invaded
me. I wanted them to be my people, peoIsrael learn the religious customs of my
ple who would praise me and honor me.
people, and if they learn that I am listenBut they would not pay attention to me.
ing when they solemnly promise that they
will do something, like they taught my peo- 12 So, tell this to them: ‘Yahweh, the
ple to believe that their god Baal was lis- God whom you Israelite people worship,
tening when they made solemn promises, says that every leather wineskin should
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be ﬁlled with wine.’ And when you tell
that to them, they will reply, ‘Of course we
know that all wineskins should be ﬁlled
with wine!’ 13 And then you must tell
them, ‘No, that is not what Yahweh means.
What he said means that he will cause
this land to be ﬁlled with people who
are drunk. That will include all of you—
the king who sits on the throne that King
David previously sat on, the priests and
the prophets, and even the common people of Jerusalem.’ 14 He is saying, ‘I will
cause a drunken brawl among you. Even
parents will brawl with their children. I
will not pity you or act mercifully toward
you at all; pitying you will not prevent me
from getting rid of you.’”
15

You people of Judah, pay very careful
attention.
Do not be proud, because Yahweh has
spoken to you.

will all be captured by your enemies
and taken to other countries.
18

You people of Judah, say to the king
and to his mother,
”Come down from sitting on your
thrones
and humbly sit in the dirt,
because your enemies will soon snatch
from your heads your glorious crowns.”
19

The towns in the southern Judean
wilderness will be surrounded by your enemies,
and no one will be able to get through
their lines to rescue the people in those
towns.
You people of Judah will be captured
and taken away;
you will all be exiled.

20
You leaders of Jerusalem, open your
It is as though he is ready to bring
eyes and look:
darkness on you
the enemy armies are ready to march
and to cause you to stumble and fall as down from the north.
you walk on the hills when it is becoming
When that happens, what will happen
dark.
to the people of Judah who are like a beauSo praise Yahweh your God before that tiful ﬂock of sheep,
happens.
people that he gave to you to take care
If you do not do that, you will look for of?
light,
21
What will you say when Yahweh apbut all you will see is darkness and points people from other countries to rule
gloom.
over you,
17
And if you still refuse to heed what
people who you mistakenly thought
he says,
were your friends?
16

what will happen to you because
of your being proud will cause me to cry
when I am alone.
My eyes will be ﬁlled with tears
because you, Yahweh’s people,

You will suffer very much pain,
like a woman who is about to give
birth to a baby.
22

You will ask yourselves, “Why is this
happening to us?”

I will reply that it is because of your
whom he takes care of like a shepherd
many sins.
takes care of his ﬂock,
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That is why soldiers of the invading armies will lift up the skirts of your
women and rape them.

Chapter 14
1

After there had been no rain in Judah for
A man from Ethiopia certainly cannot a long time, Yahweh gave Jeremiah this
change the color of his black skin,
message:
23

2
The people in Judah are very disand a leopard certainly cannot change
tressed;
its spots.

people are sitting on the ground and
Similarly, you cannot start doing what
mourning;
is good,
in all of Jerusalem people are crying
because you have always done what
loudly.
is evil.
3
The rich people send their servants to
24
Yahweh says, ”I will scatter you like
wells to get water,
chaff
but all the wells are dry.
that is blown away by the wind from
The servants return with empty pitchthe desert.
ers;
25
That is what is certainly going to hapthey cover their heads
pen to you,
because they are ashamed and humilthe things that I have determined will iated.
happen to you,
4
The ground is extremely dry and
because you have forgotten me,
cracked open
and you are trusting in false gods.

because there has been no rain.

The farmers are ashamed that they canIt is as though I myself will pull your
not raise a crop,
skirts up over your faces
so they also cover their heads.
and cause you to be very ashamed
26

5
because everyone will be able to see your
Even the does abandon their newborn
private parts.
babies,

because there is no grass in the ﬁelds
I have seen that you act like men who
for them to eat.
are eager to commit adultery;
27

6
The wild donkeys stand on the barren
you are like male horses that whinny
hills,
when they desire to mate with a female
horse.
panting like thirsty jackals.

I have seen that you worship disgusting
idols in the ﬁelds and on the hills.

They become blind
because there is no grass to eat.

7
You people of Jerusalem, terrible things
The people say, ”Yahweh, if we have
will happen to you because you will not be turned away from you and sinned many
obedient and live a good life!
times,

we now know that we are being punHow long will it be until you are acished because of our sins!
ceptable to me again?”
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Please help us
in order that everyone can see that you
are very great and keep your promises.
8

You are the one whom we Israelites
conﬁdently expect to do good things for us
when we have many troubles.
So, why do you not help us?
You act as though you are a stranger
in our land,
like you are someone who is staying
here for only one night.
9

Are you also surprised about the terrible things that are happening to us?
Why do you act like you are unable to
save anyone, even though you are a strong
warrior?
Yahweh, you are here among us,
and others know that we are your
people,
so do not abandon us!”
10

And this is what Yahweh says to those
people:
”You love to wander away from me;
you run from one idol to another.

surely allow us to have peace in our land
for many years.”
14

Yahweh replied to me, ”Those prophets
say that they are speaking what I tell them
to say, but they are telling lies. I did
not send them, so what they are saying is
false. They say that they have received visions from me, and that they are telling
things that I have revealed to them, but
that is not true. They are saying foolish things that they have only thought of
themselves. 15 So this is what I say about
those prophets who are predicting what
will happen, saying that I told them those
things: They are saying that we Israelites
will not die from wars or famines, but I did
not send those prophets. And they themselves will die from wars or from famines.
16
And the people to whom they are predicting these things, they and their wives
and their sons and their daughters, will
also die from wars or from famines. Their
corpses will be thrown into the streets of
Jerusalem, and there will not be anyone
to bury them. I will punish them like they
deserve to be punished.
17

So, Jeremiah, tell this to them about
yourself:

Therefore, now I will no longer accept
you,
and I will punish you for your sins.”

’Day and night my eyes are full of tears.
I cannot stop crying.
I cry for my people,

who are very precious to me, as if
Then Yahweh said to me, ”Do not pray
12
for these people anymore.
When they they were my daughters.
fast, I will not pay any attention. When
I cry for them because they have been
they bring to me their offerings of animals severely wounded;
to be completely burned on the altar and
and they will not recover or heal from
their offerings of ﬂour, I will not accept
them. Instead, I will get rid of them by this severe wound.
wars, by famines, and by diseases.”
18
If I go out into the ﬁelds,
13
Then I replied to him, “Yahweh my God,
I see corpses of people who have been
their prophets are telling the people that
slaughtered by our enemies.
they will not experience wars or famines.
They are telling the people that you will
If I walk along the streets of the city,
11
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I see corpses of people who died from
Yahweh our God, you are the only one
hunger.
who can do things like that.
The prophets and the priests travel
So we will conﬁdently expect you to
through the land, preaching to people,
help us.”
but they do not know what they are
doing .’”
19

Then I prayed this:

”Yahweh, have you completely rejected
the people of Judah?

Chapter 15
1

Then Yahweh said this to me: ”Even if
Moses and Samuel could come back from
Do you really despise the people of their graves and stand in front of me and
Jerusalem?
plead with me for these Israelite people,
Why have you wounded us very badly, I would not act mercifully toward these
people. I would tell you to send them
with the result that we will never be away from me. Cause them to leave me! 2
healed?
And if they ask you, ‘Where shall we go?’,
tell them, ’This is what Yahweh says:
We hoped that we would have peace,
The ones that I say must die, will die:

but there was no peace.

The ones that I say must die in wars,
We hoped that there would be a time
will die in wars.
when we would be healed,
The ones that I say must die from
but all that we received were things
hunger,
will die from hunger.
that terriﬁed us.
The ones that I say must be captured
Yahweh, we admit that we are wicked
and taken to other countries, will be cappeople,
tured and taken to other countries.
and that our ancestors also did many
3
I will send four things that will get rid
wicked things.
of them: I will send enemy soldiers using
We have all sinned against you.
swords to kill them. I will send wild dogs
21
But Yahweh, in order that we may to drag away their corpses. I will send
honor you,
vultures to eat their corpses. And I will
send other wild animals to eat what redo not despise us.
mains of their corpses. 4 Because of the
Do not dishonor the city where your wicked things that King Manasseh did in
glorious throne is.
Jerusalem, I will cause people in all the
kingdoms of the earth to be horriﬁed conPlease do not forget us,
cerning what will happen in Judah to my
and do not break your agreement
people.
with us.
5
You people of Jerusalem, no one will
22
Those idols that have been brought
feel sorry for you.
from other nations certainly cannot bring
No one will weep for you.
rain to us,
20

No one will wish that you would not
and the sky certainly cannot cause
rain to fall.
be hurt.
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6

You people have abandoned me;

you have continued to walk away
from me.
So, I will lift up my ﬁst to smash you;
I am tired of acting mercifully toward.
7

At the gates of your cities, I will scatter
you like a farmer scatters the chaff from
his grain by winnowing it.

everyone in this land opposes me and
quarrels with me.
I have not made anyone angry by lending or borrow money and then quarreling
about it,
but everyone curses me anyway.”
11

But Yahweh replied to me,
”Jeremiah, I will take care of you.

And at times when you have the most
You, my people, have refused to turn
troubles,
away from your evil behavior.
I will come on your behalf and protect
So, I will get rid of you,
you from your enemy.
and I will even cause your children
12
People of Judah, you know how strong
to be killed.
iron is when it is mixed with bronze,
8

I will cause there to be more widows
in Judah

it is very hard and good for weapons.

That iron mixed with bronze metal
than there are grains of sand on the is just like the strength of your enemies
seashore.
when they attack Judah from the north,
I will bring on you an enemy army

no one will be able to stop them.

13
that will destroy your young men and
I will give all the valuable possessions
cause their mothers to weep.
of your people to their enemies,

without them paying for it.

I will cause you to suddenly experience
great suffering and become very terriﬁed.

Your people will lose everything valuable
A woman who has seven children will
become faint and gasp for breath;
because of all the sins that they have
it will be as though her daylight will committed throughout the country.
9

become darkness,

14

I will tell their enemies to force them
because most of her children will be to become their prisoners,
dead,
to take them to other lands that they
have not experienced,
and she will be disgraced and humiland force them to become their slaves.
iated.
That will happen because I am exAnd her children who are still alive, I
tremely angry with your people;
will enable your enemies to kill them.
That will surely happen because I,
Yahweh, have said it.’”
10

I said to my mother, ”I am very sad;

my anger is like a burning ﬁre.”
15

Then I said, ”Yahweh, you know what
is happening to me.

I wish that you had not given birth to
me;
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Please do not continue to be patient with
You must cause the people to pay attenthem
tion to what you say;
and do not allow me to die now.

you must not pay attention to what
they say.

It is for your sake that I am suffering.

20

16

Yahweh my God, you are the commander of the angel armies;
when you spoke to me,
I was delighted with your message; it
caused me to be joyful,

They will ﬁght against you,

but I will protect you, like people are
protected from their enemies by a bronze
wall.
They will not defeat you,
because I will be with you,

and I eagerly accepted what you said

and I will protect and rescue you.

because I belong to you.

21
Truly, I will keep you safe from those
When the people were carousing towicked people,
gether,
I will rescue you when you are seized
I never joined them;
by cruel people.
I sat alone, because you are the one who
That will happen because I, Yahweh,
controls what I do.
have said it.”
I was very angry with those people
because of their sins.
17

18

So, why do you allow me to continue
to suffer?

Chapter 16

It seems that my wounds cannot be 1 Yahweh gave me another message. He
healed.
said to me, 2 ”Do not get married and have
3
Sometimes you help me, sometimes you children in this land, because this is what
I, Yahweh, say about the children who are
do not help me.
born in this city, and about their mothers
It seems that you are as undependable and fathers: 4 Many of them will die from
as a brook that has water in it only during terrible diseases. And no one will mourn
certain seasons;
for them. No one will even bury their
you are like a spring that has dried corpses; the corpses will lie on the ground,
scattered like manure. Others will die
up.”
in wars or from hunger, and then their
19
Then Yahweh replied to me saying this:
corpses will become food for vultures and
”If you begin again to trust in me,
wild animals.”
5
I will restore you,
This is also what Yahweh said to me:
in order that you can continue to serve ”Do not go to funerals to mourn or to
show those whose relatives have died
me.
that you feel sorry for them, because I
If you proclaim good messages and not have stopped protecting them, and I have
worthless ones,
caused that things will not go well for
you will continue to be the one who them. I have stopped faithfully loving
speaks what I tell you to say.
them and acting mercifully toward them.
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6

Very many people will die in this land,
including those who are important and
those who are not important. And no one
will mourn for them, or even bury their
corpses. No one will cut himself or shave
his head to show that he is very sad. 7 No
one will bring food to comfort those who
are mourning, not even if it is their father
or their mother who is mourning. No one
will give them a cup of wine to cheer them
up.
8

And do not go into the houses where people are feasting. Do not eat or drink anything with them. 9 I want you to do this because this is what I, Yahweh, commander
of the angel armies, say: ‘While you are
still alive and seeing it happen, I will cause
there to be no more singing and laughing
in this land. There will be no more joyful
voices of bridegrooms and brides.’
10

When you tell these things to the people,
they will ask, ‘Why has Yahweh declared
that these terrible things will happen to
us? What have we done for which we deserve to be punished like this? What sin
have we committed against Yahweh our
God?’
11

Then this is what you must tell them
that I am replying to them: ’It is because
your ancestors turned away from me, Yahweh. They worshiped other gods and
served them. They abandoned me and did
not obey my commands. 12 But you who
are living now have done more wicked
things than your ancestors did! Each of
you stubbornly does the evil things that
he desires and refuses to pay attention to
what I say. 13 So, I will throw you out of
this land, and I will send you to a land
that you and your ancestors have never
known about. There you will worship
other gods day and night. And I will not
act mercifully toward you.’

thing will no longer say, ‘I will do this, just
as surely as Yahweh lives—the one who
brought the Israelite people here from
Egypt.’ 15 Instead, they will say ‘I will
do this, just as surely as Yahweh lives—
the one who brought us Israelite people
back to our own land, from the lands to
the north and from all the other lands to
which he had exiled us.’ They will be able
to say that because some day I will bring
your descendants back to this land that I
gave to your ancestors.
16

But now I am summoning your enemies
who will seize them like ﬁshermen catch
ﬁsh. I am summoning those who will
search for them on every mountain and
hill, and in every cave, like hunters search
for animals to kill. 17 I am watching them
carefully. I see every sin that they commit. They will not be able to hide from me
. 18 Because of all the wicked things that
they have done, I will punish them twice
as much as I would punish other people. I
will do that because they have caused my
own land to become unacceptable to me
because of their worshiping lifeless statues of detestable gods, and also because
they have ﬁlled my land with the other
evil things that they have done.”
19

Then I prayed, saying, ”Yahweh, you
are the one who strengthens me and protects me;
you are the one to whom I go when I
have troubles.
Some day people from nations all over
the world will come to you and say,
’Our ancestors left us only something
that was false;
they worshiped idols that are completely worthless.

14

20

No one can make their own gods;

But there will be a time when people
the gods that they make are only idols;
who are solemnly promising to do some- they are not real gods.’”
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21

Then Yahweh said, ”Now I will show
my being angry is like a ﬁre that will
my power to the people of Judah;
burn forever.”
I will show them that I am truly very
powerful.

5

This is also what Yahweh says:

”Those who trust in human beings to
Then, ﬁnally, they will know that I, help them are cursed,
Yahweh, am the true God.”
those who rely on their own strength
and turn away from me with their
inner beings.

Chapter 17

6

They are like dry bushes in the desert,

they are people who will not experiYahweh said, ”It is as though a list
ence any good things.
of the sins committed by the people of JuThose people will live in the barren
dah is engraved with an iron chisel, or endesert
graved using the ﬁne point of a very hard
stone,
in a salty area, where no one can
on their inner beings and on the altars safely abide.
7
where they worship their idols.
But Yahweh is pleased with those who
trust
in him,
2
Even their children remember when
1

they went to the altars,

and they went up to the poles that represent the goddess Asherah,
and there they worshiped underneath
all the big trees
and on all the high hills.

and who conﬁdently expect him to
take care of them.
8

Those people are like fruit trees that
have been planted along a riverbank,
trees that have roots that go down
into the wet ground beside the water.

They are trees whose leaves remain
I will give my mountain as plunder, green when it becomes hot,
along with all your wealth and all your
trees that continue to bear fruit when
treasures,
there are many months in which there is
because of your idolatry and your no rain.
worship on the hills.
9
Human minds are extremely corrupt,
They will take your possessions away
and we cannot change that.
because you sinned against Yahweh
It is also completely impossible for
throughout your land.
anyone to understand that.
3

4

10
The wonderful land that I gave to you
But I, Yahweh, search what is in evwill no longer belong to you.
eryone’s inner being,
I will tell your enemies to take you to a
and I examine what they are thinking.
land that you do not know about,
I will give all people reward or punishand you will become their slaves.
ment,

I will do that because I am extremely
what they deserve for what they have
angry with you;
done.”
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11

I know some people who become rich
When disasters come, you are the one
by doing things that are unjust.
to whom I will go to be safe.
18
They are like birds that hatch eggs
So now, cause those who persecute
that they did not lay.
me to be ashamed and dismayed,

So, when those people have lived only
but do not do things to me that will
half of the years that they expect to live, cause me to be ashamed and dismayed.
they will disappear.
Cause them to be terriﬁed!
Then other people will realize that
Do to them many things that will
those people have been foolish.
completely
destroy them!
12
Yahweh, your temple is like a glorious
19
throne
This is what Yahweh said to me: ”Go
that has been on a high hill since it to the city gates in Jerusalem. First go to
the gate where the kings of Judah go in
was built.
and out of the city, and then go to each
13
You are the one whom we Israelite of the other gates. 20 Say to the people at
people conﬁdently expect to bless us,
each gate, ’You kings of Judah and everyand all those who turn away from you one else who is living in Jerusalem and
will be disgraced and feel what it is like to all you other people of Judah who enter
these gates, listen to this message from
be separated from you,
Yahweh! 21 He says, ”Listen to this warnbecause they have abandoned you,
ing carefully if you want to live! Stop
who are like a fountain where people obdoing work on Sabbath days! Stop cartain fresh water.
rying loads through these gates on those
14
Yahweh, please heal me, because if days! 22 Do not carry loads out of your
you heal me, I will truly be healed.
houses or do any other work on Sabbath
If you rescue me, I will truly be safe, be- days! Instead, cause Sabbath days to be
cause you are the only one whom I praise. holy. I commanded your ancestors to do
that, 23 but they did not listen to me or
15
People often ridicule me and say,
obey me. When I did things to correct
”You tell us messages that you say came them, they stubbornly refused to pay attention to what I said or to accept it. 24
from Yahweh,
But I say that if you obey me, and if you
but why have the things that you
do not carry loads through these gates on
predicted not happened?
Sabbath days or do any other work on Sab16
Yahweh, you appointed me to take bath days, and if you dedicate the Sabbath
care of your people like a shepherd takes days to me, 25 kings of Judah and their oﬃcare of his sheep; I have not abandoned cials will continue to go in and out of these
that work,
gates. There will always be someone who
and you know that I have not previ- is a descendant of King David ruling here
ously wanted this time of disaster to come in Jerusalem. Kings and their oﬃcials will
go in and out of these gates, riding in charto people who ridicule me.
iots and on horses, and there will be peoAnd you know everything that I have ple living in this city forever. 26 And peosaid to your people.
ple will come to Jerusalem bringing offer17
Do not cause me to be terriﬁed!
ings to be completely burned on the altar
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and other offerings. They will bring to the
temple grain offerings and incense and
offerings to thank me. People will bring
these offerings from the towns in Judah
and the villages near Jerusalem and from
the land where the tribe of Benjamin lives
and from the western foothills and from
the southern Judean wilderness. 27 But
if you do not pay attention to what I say,
and if you refuse to dedicate the Sabbath
days to me, and if you continue to carry
loads through these gates into the city on
Sabbath days, I will burn these gates completely. The ﬁre will spread to the palaces,
and no one will be able to put out that
ﬁre.“”’

kingdom and cause it to be strong. 10 But
if the people of that nation start to do evil
things and refuse to obey me, then I will
not bless them as I said that I would do.
11

Therefore, Jeremiah, go and warn all
the people in Jerusalem and in other
places in Judah. Say to them, ‘This is what
Yahweh says: I am planning a disaster
that I will send to you. So, each of you
should turn from your evil behavior and
start doing what is right, in order that
good things will come to you instead!’
12

But the people will say back to you, ‘It
is useless for you to say these things to us.
We will continue to be stubborn and behave as wickedly as we want to.’”
13

Chapter 18

So this is what Yahweh said in response:

”Ask the people who live in other nations if they have ever heard of such a
1
Yahweh gave another message to me. He thing.
said, 2 “Go to the shop of the man who
My Israelite people, who have
makes clay pots. I will give you a message been pure like virgins, have done a territhere.” 3 So I went to that shop, and I saw ble thing!
the man who makes pots. He was work14
The snow certainly never completely
ing at the wheel that he uses to form pots.
disappears from the rocky slopes of the
4
But when he ﬁnished making one jar, it
mountains in Lebanon.
was not as good as he hoped it to be. So, he
The cold streams that ﬂow down from
took the clay and formed it into another
those
distant mountains never cease ﬂowjar, shaping it as he desired to.
ing.
5
Then Yahweh gave me this message: 6
15
But my people are not as reliable as
”Perhaps the people of Israel think that
I cannot do to them like this man who those streams:
makes pots has done. But what they think
They have abandoned me.
is wrong. I can control what happens to
They burn incense to honor worthless
them like this man controls what he does
with the clay in his hands. 7 There may be idols.
a time when I proclaim that I will get rid
It is as though they have stumbled as
of a nation or kingdom, like someone pulls they walked along well known and reliup a plant with its roots, and smash it, and able roads
destroy it. 8 But if the people of that naand now, instead, they are walking
tion repent of doing evil things, I will not
on dirt paths.
send to them the disasters that I planned
16
Therefore, their land will become desto send. 9 And there may be a time when
I proclaim that I will establish a nation or olate,
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and people who see it will hiss to
Cause their wives to become widows,
ridicule it from now on.
whose children are all dead!
Cause their husbands to be killed in
All the people who pass by will be apbattles!
palled;
22

they will shake their heads to show
that they are shocked.

Cause people to scream in their homes

when enemy soldiers suddenly come
I will scatter the people when their into their houses!
enemies attack them
Cause all these things to happen to them
17

like dust is scattered by an east wind. because they want to kill me.

It is as though they have dug a pit for
And when they experience all these disme to fall into,
asters,
and they have hidden traps along my
I will turn my back on them and refuse
path.
to help them.”
23
18
Yahweh, you know all the things that
Then the people said, “Come, we should
plan to attack Jeremiah. We have many they are planning to do to kill me.
priests who teach us God’s laws, wise men
Do not forgive them for their crimes
who give us good advice, and prophets
or blot out the record of their sins.
who tell us what will happen. We do not
Cause them to be destroyed;
need Jeremiah! So we should slander him
and not pay attention to anything that he
punish them because of your being
says.”
angry with them!”
19

Then I prayed, ”Yahweh, please listen to
me!
And listen to what my enemies are
saying about me.
20

I am doing things that are good,

so it is disgusting that they are paying
me back by doing evil things to me.
It is as though they have dug a pit for
me to fall into and die.
Do not forget that one time I stood in
front of you and pleaded for you to help
them,
and I tried to prevent you from punishing them, even though you were very
angry with them.
21

So now, allow their children to die
from hunger!
Or cause them to be killed by their
enemies’ swords!

Chapter 19
1

This is another message that Yahweh
gave to me: ”Go and buy a clay jar from
a man who makes them. Then take with
you some of the elders of the people and
leaders of the priests. 2 Go out of the city
past the Broken Pottery Gate, to the place
overlooking the dump for broken pottery
in the Hinnom Valley. Then give them a
message. 3 Say to them, ’This message is
for you kings of Judah and other people
of Jerusalem. Listen to what Yahweh is
saying! The God of Israel, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, says that he
will bring a terrible disaster on Jerusalem.
Those who hear about it will be stunned.
4
That will happen because you Israelite
people have stopped worshiping me, and
have caused this place to be a place where
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you worship foreign gods. You burn sacriﬁces to gods that neither you nor your ancestors nor even the kings of Judah ever
heard about. And you have ﬁlled this
place with the blood of innocent people
whom you have killed. 5 You have built
houses on the top of many hills to honor
your god Baal, and at those places you
have killed your own children and offered
them to be sacriﬁces to Baal. I never
commanded you to do that, I never spoke
about doing that, and never even considered allowing that! 6 So, beware, because
I, Yahweh, say that there will be a time
when this garbage dump will no longer be
called Topheth or Hinnom Valley; it will
be called Slaughter Valley. 7 In this place I
will ruin the plans of you people who live
in Jerusalem and in other places in Judah.
I will allow your enemies who want to kill
you to kill many of you with their swords.
Then I will allow your corpses to remain
on the ground to be food for vultures and
wild animals. 8 I will completely destroy
Jerusalem and cause it to become a heap
of ruins that people will despise. All the
people who pass by will be appalled, and
they will be shocked when they see that
the city has been destroyed. 9 I will enable your enemies who want to kill you
to surround the city for a long time. Then
the food will be all gone, and you people
will be extremely hungry, with the result
that you people in the city will eat the ﬂesh
of your own children and your neighbors’
children.’
10

Jeremiah, after you tell that to them,
while the people who are with you are
watching, smash the jar that you brought.
11
Then say to them, ’This is what Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, says: Just
like this jar has been smashed and cannot be repaired, I will smash this city of
Jerusalem and other places in Judah. You
will bury some of your corpses here in this
dump, until there is no more space to bury

any more corpses. 12 That is what I will
do to this city and to you people who live
here. I will make you unﬁt to worship
me, and this city will be like you, just as
Topheth is. 13 The houses in Jerusalem and
the palaces of the kings of Judah will be
unﬁt, like this place will be. All the houses
where you burned incense on the rooftops
to honor the stars that you worshiped, and
where you poured out wine to be an offering to your gods, will become unﬁt for anyone who worships me to live in.’”
14

Then I returned from the garbage dump
where Yahweh had sent me to tell them
that message, and I stood in the courtyard
of Yahweh’s temple and said this to all the
people who were there: 15 “This is what
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
says: ‘I will bring a disaster to this city and
to the villages around it like I promised,
because you people have stubbornly refused to pay attention to what I said to
you.’ ”

Chapter 20
1

Pashhur son of Immer, was a priest who
supervised the temple guards. He heard
these things that I had prophesied. 2 So he
arrested me. Then he commanded guards
to whip me and fasten my feet in stocks
at the Benjamin Gate of Yahweh’s temple.
3
The next day, when Pashhur released
me, I said to him, ”Pashhur, Yahweh is
giving you a new name. From now on,
your name will be ‘Surrounded by Terror,’ 4 because Yahweh says this to you:
‘I will cause you and your loved ones to
be terriﬁed. You will watch them being
killed by your enemies’ swords. I will enable the army of the king of Babylon to
capture the people of Judah. Those soldiers will take some of the people to Babylon, and they will kill others with their
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swords. 5 And I will enable their soldiers
to take away other things in Jerusalem: all
your wealth and the produce of your hard
work. They will take to Babylon all the
very valuable things that belonged to your
kings. 6 And as for you, Pashhur, they will
take you and all your family to Babylon.
You and your family and all your friends
who have prophesied things that are lies
will die there and be buried there.’”

Even my best friends are waiting for me
to say something that is wrong.
They are saying, ’Perhaps we can cause
him to say something wrong,
and if he does, we will be able to defeat
him.’
11

But you, Yahweh, are helping me like
a strong warrior,

so it is as though he will cause those
who persecute me to stumble, and they
”Yahweh, when you chose me to be a will not defeat me.
prophet, you deceived me so that I would
They will be completely disgraced beagree to do this work.
cause of being unable to gain any advanYou forced me to become a prophet. tage over me;
7

One day I said this to Yahweh:

But now everyone ridicules me.

and other people will never forget
that they were disgraced.

They make fun of me all the day.

12
Yahweh, commander of the angel
When I tell people your messages, I
armies,
shout saying,
8

you examine all those who are righ‘Yahweh is going to cause you to exteous;
perience violence and destruction!’
you know all that is in their inner
So because I tell them those messages
beings
and what they think.
from you,
day.

they insult me and scoff at me all the

Allow me to see you getting revenge on
those who want to harm me,

9

But if I would say, ‘I will never mention
because I came to you to petition for
Yahweh or say anything about him, ’
what is right.”
it would be as though your message
would burn in my inner being like a ﬁre;

13

Praise Yahweh!

it would be like a ﬁre in my bones.

He rescues poor and needy people,

Sometimes I try to remain silent and not
proclaim your messages,

me,

from those who are wicked.
14

but I am not able to do that.
10

Sing to Yahweh!

I hear many people whispering about

But I hope that the day that I was born
will be cursed.
I do not want anyone to celebrate that
day when my mother gave birth to me.

saying ’He is the man who proclaims
15
And as for that man who brought to
that there will be things that cause us to
my father the news,
be terriﬁed everywhere.
and caused him to be very happy, by
We must tell the authorities what he
is saying! We must denounce him!’
saying
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“Your wife has given birth to a son for says: ”I will cause your weapons to be useyou,”
less in ﬁghting against the king of Babylon
and his army that is outside the walls of
I hope that he also will be cursed.
Jerusalem, attacking. I will enable them
16
Allow him to be destroyed like the to enter into the center of this city. 5 I mycities that Yahweh destroyed long ago,
self will ﬁght against your army with my
very
great power, because I am very anwithout acting mercifully toward
gry with you. 6 I will send a very territhem.
ble plague on the people of this city, and
Cause that man to hear the people wailon their domestic animals, and many of
ing in the morning,
them will die.” 7 And Yahweh says there
and to hear the enemy soldiers shout are many people in this city who want
their battle cries at noon.
to kill you. So, he will enable the army
17
I want that to happen to him because of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and
other people in this city to capture you,
he did not kill me when I was born.
King Zedekiah, and your oﬃcials, and all
I wish that I had died in my mother’s
the other people who do not die from the
womb,
plague. His army will slaughter your soland that my mother’s body would diers; they will not act mercifully toward
have been like my grave.
you or pity you at all.’
18
I have continually experienced much 8 And tell this to all the people: ’Yahweh
trouble and sorrow,
says that you must decide whether you
9
and I am disgraced now when I am want to die or to remain alive. Everyone
who remains in Jerusalem will die. They
about to die;
will be killed in battles or die from being
why was it necessary for me to me
hungry or from diseases. But those who
born?
surrender to the army of Babylon that is
surrounding your city will remain alive.
They will escape dying. 10 This will happen because I, Yahweh, have decided to
cause this city to experience disasters, not
1
Yahweh gave me another message when to experience something good. The army
King Zedekiah of Judah sent a man named of the king of Babylon will capture this city
Pashhur son of Malkijah, and a priest and will destroy it completely by ﬁre.’”
named Zephaniah son of Maaseiah, to talk 11
Yahweh also told me to say this to the
to me. They pleaded with me, saying,
family
of the king of Judah: ”Listen to this
2
“The army of King Nebuchadnezzar of
message from Yahweh! 12 This is what he
Babylon is attacking Judah. Please speak
says to you descendants of King David:
to Yahweh for us. Ask him if he will help
us. Perhaps he will force Nebuchadnez’Every day, make fair decisions for the
zar’s army to leave by performing a mira- people whom you judge.
cle for us, like the miracles he performed
Help those who have been robbed.
previously.”
Rescue them from robbers and
3
I replied to them, ”Go back to King
abusers.
Zedekiah. Tell him, 4 ’This is what Yahweh, the God whom we Israelites worship,
If you do not do that,

Chapter 21

1092

JEREMIAH
I will be angry and punish you with a solemnly declare, that this palace will beﬁre that will be impossible to extinguish, come a pile of rubble.“”’
because of all the sins that you have 6 And this is what Yahweh says about the
committed.
house of the king of Judah:
13

I will ﬁght against you people of
”I like this palace, like I like the forests
Jerusalem,
in the region of Gilead
you who live on top of a rocky hill
above the valley.

and the mountains in Lebanon.

But I will cause this palace to become a
I will ﬁght against you people who boast, desert,
saying,
a place that no one lives in.
“No one can attack us and break
7
I will select troops who will destroy
through our defenses.”
this palace;
14
I will punish you for your wicked
each soldier will use his own tools to
deeds like you deserve to be punished;
wreck the building.
It will be as though I will light a ﬁre in
They will cut into pieces the beautiful
your forests
big cedar beams
that will burn up everything around
and throw them into a ﬁre.”
you.’”
8
People from many nations will walk
past the ruins of this city and say to each
other, “Why did Yahweh destroy this city
that was very great?” 9 And other people
will reply, “He did it because his people
1
This is another message that Yahweh
stopped obeying the agreement that they
gave to me: ”Go down to the palace of the
had made with Yahweh their God. Instead,
king of Judah and say this to him: 2 ’You
they worshiped other gods.”
are the king of Judah. You are the ruler,
10
Yahweh also says, ”Do not mourn for
like King David was. You and your oﬃ3
King
Josiah;
cials and your people must listen to what
Yahweh says: ”Act fairly and justly. Do
do not cry because he has died.
what is right. Help those who have been
Instead, mourn for King Jehoahaz, his
robbed. Rescue people from those who
oppress them. Stop doing evil deeds. Do son,
not mistreat those who have come here
because he will be captured and taken
from other countries, and do not mistreat to another country,
orphans and widows. Stop murdering
and he will never return to see his own
here in Jerusalem. 4 If you obey these
country, Judah, again.”
commands carefully, there will always be
some descendant of King David who will 11 Jehoahaz became king after his father,
be ruling here in Jerusalem. The king King Josiah, died, but Jehoahaz was capand his oﬃcials and other people will ride tured and taken to Babylonia. And this
through the gates of the city in chariots is what Yahweh says about him: ”He also
and on horses. 5 But if you refuse to pay will never return to Judah. 12 He will die in
attention to these commands, I, Yahweh, that country where they have taken him
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as a captive and will never see his own
and you treat people cruelly and viocountry again.”
lently.”
And Yahweh said to me, ”Terri- 18 Therefore, this is what Yahweh says
ble things will happen to King Jehoahaz’s about Jehoiakim son of King Josiah:
brother, King Jehoiakim.
”When he dies, people will not mourn
He unjustly forced men to build his for him.
palace.
They will not say to each other, ‘It is
13

The rooms on the upper level were very sad; we are so sorry!’
built by men who were forced unjustly to
The people whom he ruled will not
do that work;
mourn for him, saying,
he forced his neighbors to work for noth‘We are sad that our king is dead; we
ing;
are so sorry that the wonderful things that
happened while he was king are ended.’
he did not pay them anything.
19
When he dies, people will do to his
He said, ’I will force my workers to
corpse what they do to a dead donkey;
build a huge beautiful palace
his corpse will be dragged out of
with very large rooms and many winJerusalem and dumped outside the gates!
dows.
14

20
You people of Judah, go to the mounThey will cover the walls with fragrant
tains in Lebanon and weep,
cedar panels
shout in the mountains of the Bashan
and paint them bright red.’”
region,
15
But it is certainly not having a beaucall out in mourning in the mountains
tiful cedar palace that causes a king to be
of Moab,
great!
because all your friends in those areas
Jehoiakim’s father, Josiah, also had
have been destroyed.
plenty of things to eat and drink.
21
When you were prosperous, I warned
But Josiah always did things that are you,
right and just,
but you replied, ‘We will not pay atand that is why God blessed him.
tention to what you say.’
16
Josiah acted justly and helped poor
You have been acting like that since you
and needy people,
were young;

so things went well for him.

you have never obeyed me.

Yahweh says, ”That is the way a person
should behave who knows me.

22

So, now I will punish all your leaders;

it will be as though they have been
But Jehoiakim, you are greedy and blown away by the wind.
desire only to obtain things by acting disThey will be captured by your enemies
honestly.
and taken to another country.
You murder innocent people,
When that happens, you will truly be
you oppress poor people,
ashamed and disgraced
17
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because of all the wicked things that
you have done.

Chapter 23

23

Now, your king enjoys living in the 1 Yahweh declares, ”Terrible things will
cedar rooms in his palace,
happen to the leaders of my people—
those who are like shepherds of the peobut soon he will be punished,
ple who are like my sheep—because they
and then he will groan
have scattered my people and sent them
2
like a woman who is giving birth to a away, and have not taken care of them.
So, this is what I, Yahweh, the God whom
baby.”
the Israelite people worship, say to those
24
Yahweh says this: ”Jehoiachin son of leaders: ’Instead of taking care of my peoKing Jehoiakim of Judah, as surely as I am ple and leading them to places where they
alive, I will punish you. Even if you were are safe like a shepherd does for his sheep,
the ring on my ﬁnger that shows that I am you have scattered them. So I will punthe king, I would pull you off. 25 You are ish you for the evil things that you have
afraid of King Nebuchadnezzar of Baby- done. 3 But later I will gather those who
lon and his huge army, because they are are still alive, from the countries where
wanting to kill you. I will enable them I have forced them to go. I will bring
to capture you. 26 I will expel you and them back to their own country, where
your mother from this land, and you will they will have many children, and their
be taken to another country. Neither of number will increase. 4 Then I will apyou were born there, but you will both die point other leaders for my people, leaders
there. 27 You will never return to this land who will take care of them. And my peothat you will very much desire to return ple will never be afraid of anything again,
to.”
and none of them will be like a lost sheep
28
Someone said, ”Jehoiachin will be like that has been driven off by its shepherd.’”
a broken pot

wants.

5

that is despised and which no one

Yahweh also says,

”Some day I will appoint for you a righteous man

who will be a descendant of King
He and his children will be exiled to a
David.
foreign land.
As king, he will do what is just and right
29
I want the people in this land to listen
for
all the people in the nation.
carefully to this message from Yahweh.
30

6

This is what Yahweh says:

”In the record about the kings of Judah,
write down that it will be as though this
man Jehoiachin had no children,

At that time, he will save all the Israelite people from their enemies,
and they will be safe.
And his name will be

‘Yahweh, the one who does what is
and that he has not been successful
right for us.’”
during his life,
7
Yahweh also says that at that time, peobecause none of his children will ever
ple who are solemnly promising to do
become king
something will no longer say, “I will do
to rule over the people of Judah.”
it as surely as Yahweh lives, who rescued
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the Israelite people from Egypt.” 8 Instead,
they were prophesying, saying that
they will say, “I will do it as surely as Yah- Baal gave them the messages that they
weh lives, who brought us Israelite people were proclaiming,
back to our own land, from the land to the
and they were deceiving my people.
northeast and from all the other countries
14
And now I have seen the prophets in
to which he had exiled us.” And they will
Jerusalem doing terrible things.
live in their own land again.
9
They commit adultery
I am very sad in my deepest emotions because of the sacred message that Yahweh
has spoken about what will happen to of
the false prophets;
it is as though all my bones shake.

and habitually tell lies.

They encourage evil people to continue
to do evil things,
with the result that the people do not
stop sinning.

I stagger like a man who is drunk
after drinking a lot of wine,
10

The land is full of people who commit
adultery;
and Yahweh has cursed the land.
Even the pastures in the desert are all
dried up,
because the people do what is evil,

Those prophets are as wicked as the
people in Sodom and Gomorrah were.
15

So, this is what Yahweh, commander of
the angel armies, says about those false
prophets:
”I will give those prophets bitter things
to eat
and poison to drink,

and the false prophets use their power
because it is because of them that this
to do things that are not just.
land is ﬁlled with people who do wicked
11
Yahweh says, ”Even the priests and deeds.”
the prophets are ungodly;
16
This is what Yahweh, commander of the
they do wicked things even in his angel armies, says:
temple.
”Do not pay any attention to what those
12
Therefore, it will be as though the false prophets say to you,
paths that they walk on are slippery.
because they are just fooling you.

It will be as though they are being
They tell you about visions that they
chased in the darkness,
have only thought in their own minds,
and there they will fall down,
not about visions that I have given
because I will cause them to experience them.

disasters

17

me,

at the time that I will punish them.
That will surely happen because I,
Yahweh, have said it.”

They habitually say to those who hate

‘Yahweh says that you will have peace.’

And they say to those who stubbornly
13
Previously I saw that the prophets in do what they want to do,
‘Nothing bad will happen to you beSamaria were doing something that was
cause of your doing those things.’
wrong;
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18

But none of them has ever been in a 25 I have heard those prophets prophesy
council meeting in heaven
lies, saying that they are telling people
messages from me. They say, ‘Listen to
in order to listen to a message from
me tell you the dream I received from God
me.
last night! I really had this dream!’ 26
None of them has paid attention to How long will they continue to do this?
anything that Yahweh has said.
How long will those lying prophets continue to prophesy things that come only
19
So, Yahweh will punish them; it will
from their own minds? 27 They think
be like a great storm;
that because of the dreams that they tell
it will come down like a whirlwind, to each other, people will forget me, like
swirling around the heads of those wicked their ancestors forgot about me when they
people.
started to worship Baal. 28 Allow those
false prophets to tell people their dreams,
20
Yahweh will not stop being angry
but those who have messages that really
until he has completely accomplished come from me should proclaim those mesall that he has planned.
sages faithfully. I, Yahweh, say that like
In the future, you will understand all straw and grain are certainly very different, my messages and the message from
of this clearly.”
those false prophets are certainly very dif21
Yahweh also says, ”I have not ap- ferent . 29 It is as though my messages
pointed those prophets,
burn like a ﬁre and is like a hammer that
but they run around telling people smashes rocks into pieces when it affects
someone’s heart.
their messages.
30

I did not speak to them,
but they continue to prophesy.
22

ings,

If they had been in my council meet-

they would have been able to speak
messages from me,
and they would have caused people to
turn away from committing evil deeds. ”
23

Yahweh also says, ”Am I a God who is
only nearby?
No, I am a God who is far away, also.
24

So, no one can hide in some secret

Therefore, I, Yahweh say, I oppose all
those prophets who steal messages from
each other and claim that those messages
came from me. 31 I oppose those prophets
who speak their own messages but claim
that those messages came from me. 32 I oppose those prophets who falsely say that I
told them something in a vision, but they
are only telling lies that cause my people
to sin. I did not send those prophets. I
did not even appoint them to be prophets.
And they have no messages that will beneﬁt my people at all. That is what I, Yahweh,
declare.”
33

Yahweh said to me, ”If one of those
prophets or priests or one of the other
with the result that I cannot see him. people asks you, ‘What problem has Yahweh told you about now?’, you must reI am everywhere, in heaven and on
ply, ‘He has not given me anything to say
the earth!
to you! Instead, Yahweh says that he will
That is what I, Yahweh, say!
abandon you!’ 34 And if any prophet or
place
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priest or anyone else falsely says, ‘I have
a prophecy from Yahweh,’ I will punish
35
that person and his family.
What
you should continually ask each other is,
‘When you spoke to Yahweh, what did he
reply? What is he saying to us?’ 36 But instead you are only concerned with your
own ideas and with twisting the true message from the true God, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, whom we worship. 37 This is what you should ask each
prophet: ‘What did Yahweh reply when
you talked to him? What is he saying to
us?’ 38 If he replies, ‘What I told you is
a prophecy from Yahweh’ then let him
know I will punish him, becasue I told my
true prophets not to give any messages to
this people right now.

good ones, but some are very bad, with
the result that no one would eat them.”
4

Then Yahweh me gave me this message:
”This is what I, Yahweh, the God whom
the Israelite people say that they worship,
say: The good ﬁgs represent the people of
Judah whom I exiled to Babylonia. I sent
them there for their own good. 6 and I will
not exile them again, instead I will bring
them back to this land and let them build
up houses and cities again. They will be
like plants that grow and prosper and are
never cut down. 7 I will enable them to
desire to know in their inner beings that I
am Yahweh. They will be my people, and I
will be their God, because they will return
to me sincerely.
5

8
But I, Yahweh, also say, the bad ﬁgs repSo I, Yahweh, will get rid of you false
resent Zedekiah, the king of Judah, and his
prophets. I will expel you from my presoﬃcials, and all the other people who reence. And I will get rid of this city that I
main in Jerusalem, and those who have
gave to you and to your ancestors.
gone to Egypt. I will do to them like peo40
I will cause people to make fun of you ple do to rotten ﬁgs. 9 I will cause them to
forever. People will never forget that you experience calamities, with the result that
people in every nation on the earth will be
were disgraced.”
horriﬁed, and will hate them because they
are evil people. Wherever I scatter them,
people will make fun of them, and say that
they are disgraced, and ridicule them, and
curse them. 10 And I will cause them to ex1
The army of King Nebuchadnezzar of perience wars and famines and diseases,
Babylon captured Jehoiachin, the son of until they have disappeared from Israel,
Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, and his oﬃ- this land which I gave to them and to their
cials, and all his skilled workers and took ancestors.”
them to Babylon. After that happened,
Yahweh gave me a vision. In the vision
I saw two baskets of ﬁgs that had been
placed in front of the temple. 2 One basket was full of good ﬁgs, like the kind that
ripen ﬁrst. The other basket was ﬁlled 1 After Jehoiakim had been ruling Judah
with ﬁgs that were bad, with the result for almost four years, Yahweh gave me
this message for all the people of Judah.
that they could not be eaten.
It was during the year that King Neb3
Then Yahweh said to me, “Jeremiah,
uchadnezzar started to rule in Babylon. 2
what do you see?”
Jeremiah spoke this message to all the peoI replied, “I see some ﬁgs. Some are very ple in Jerusalem and other places in Judah:
39

Chapter 24
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3

”Yahweh has been giving me messages
for twenty-three years. He started giving
me messages when Josiah son of Amon,
had been ruling Judah for almost thirteen
years. And I have faithfully told you those
messages, but you have not paid any attention to them.
4

Many times Yahweh has sent to you the
prophets who served him, but you have
not listened to them or paid any attention
to what they said. 5 Each time their message was this: ’Turn from all your evil behavior, from all the evil things that you
have continually been doing. If you do
that, you will be able to stay in this land
that Yahweh gave to you and to your ancestors, to belong to you forever. 6 Do not
cause Yahweh to become angry by serving
and worshiping idols that you have made
with your hands. If you do not cause him
to be angry, he will not punish you.’

will not be the sound of people grinding
grain with millstones. There will be no
lamps lit in your houses. 11 All of this land
will become a desert where no one will
live. And the people of Israel and of the
nearby countries will be exiled to Babylonia and work for the kings of Babylon for
seventy years.
12

Then, after they have been in Babylonia
for seventy years, I will punish the king
of Babylonia and his people for the sins
that they have committed. I will cause
Babylonia to become a wasteland forever.
13
I will cause them to experience all the
terrible things that Jeremiah has written
about—all the punishments that he predicted will happen to all those nations. 14
The leaders of many nations will cause
the people of Babylonia to become their
slaves, like the people of Babylonia caused
my people to become slaves. I will punish
them like they deserve for having caused
7
And Yahweh says, ’But you would not
my people to suffer.’”
pay attention to the messages that I gave
to those prophets. You caused me to be- 15 Then Yahweh, the God of Israel, gave
come extremely angry by your worship- me a vision. In the vision he was holding idols that you had made with your ing a cup of wine. He said, ”Take from
own hands. That resulted in my punish- me this cup that is full of wine that repreing you.
sents punishment. I will cause all the leaders of the nations to which I will send you
8
So now, I, Yahweh, commander of the
to drink some of the wine in this cup. 16
angel armies, say that because you have
When they drink the wine, they will stagnot paid attention to what I said, 9 I will
ger and act like crazy people, because they
gather all the armies of the nations that
will realize that I will massacre many of
will come from the northeast. I have aptheir people with swords.”
pointed King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
to lead them. I have appointed him to do 17 So, in the vision, I took that cup full of
my work for me. I will bring those armies wine from Yahweh, and I took it to all the
to attack this land, all the people living in nations to which he sent me, and caused
it, and even nearby countries. I will com- the leaders of those nations to drink some
pletely destroy them, and cause them to of that wine. 18 I went to Jerusalem and
be places that people are horriﬁed about, the other towns in Judah, and the king and
and that people will ridicule, places that the other oﬃcials drank some of the wine
10
I will cause from that cup. And, starting from that
will be ruined forever.
happy singing and laughing to cease in day, they all eventually were removed
your land. There will no longer be brides from having authority, and became peoand bridegrooms talking joyfully. There ple whom others ridiculed, who were de-
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spised, and cursed. 19 In the vision Egypt
had to drink some of the wine, including
the king and his oﬃcials and many of his
people, 20 and foreigners who were living there. In the vision the land of Uz
and the cities and kings of Ashkelon, Gaza,
Ekron, and Ashdod had to drink some of
the wine. 21 Then the vision about the
kings of Edom, Moab, and Ammon began.
22
Then there were more visions about the
kings of the cities of Tyre and Sidon across
the Mediterranean Sea, about the kings
who had to drink some of the wine. 23 In
the vision the religious leaders of the cities
of Dedan, Tema, and Buz, which were
cities in Arabia and other distant places,
they had to drink some of the wine. 24
In the vision other places in Arabia and
the kings of tribes in the desert 25 and the
kings of the Zimri, Elam, and Media people groups, 26 and kings in countries to the
north that are near to Israel and to countries that are far from Israel, one after the
other—all the kingdoms in the world had
to drink, and ﬁnally the king of Babylon
had to drink some of the wine.
27

Then in the vision Yahweh said to me,
”Tell them that this is what Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, the God of Israel, says: ’Drink from this cup some of
the wine that represents the punishment
that I will give you. Drink a lot of it and
become drunk and vomit. You will fall
down and not get up again, because I will
cause you to be killed in wars that I will
send to you. 28 If any of those to whom
you give this wine refuse to drink it, tell
them that Yahweh, commander of the angel armies says that they must drink it. 29
I am starting to bring disaster to my own
people. They will not be exempt from punishment, for I am sending wars to all the
nations on the earth. That will surely happen because I, Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, have said it.’

30

Now tell them all those things that I
have said, and also say this to them:
’Yahweh will shout to them from from
the highest places like a lion roars!
He will call out with a shout from the
holy place where he lives!
He will roar like a lion against his people
because of their sins!
Like those who shout so loudly when
they are treading the grapes,
he will shout so that everyone who lives
on the earth can hear him!
31

Even people in very remote places
around the earth will hear him shouting,
because he will say why he will judge
and punish all the nations.
He will cause the wicked people to be
slaughtered with swords.
That will surely happen because Yahweh has said it.’
32

Then tell them that this is what Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, says:
’Listen to this!
Disasters will happen to one nation
after another.
Punishment from me will arise like a
great storm
from the most distant places on the
earth.
33

When that happens, the corpses of
those whom I have caused to be slaughtered will ﬁll the earth from the east to the
west.
And no one will mourn for them,
and no one will gather their corpses to
bury them. They will be scattered on the
ground like manure.
34

You evil leaders, they call out for someone to help them!
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You who were the leaders of my peo- of them will turn away from his evil beple, fell down and and they rolled in the havior. Then I will change my mind, and
dust.
not bring on them the disaster that I was
planning to bring on them because of the
Now is time for you to be slaughtered!
evil things that they have done. 4-5 Say
You will fall down and be shattered to them, ’This is what Yahweh says: I sent
like a fragile vase shatters when it falls to to you the prophets who serve me, to tell
the ground.
you what you should do. I sent them to
35
Those who should have taken care of you many times, but you have not paid
my people will not ﬁnd any place to hide; attention to what they said. If you will
not pay attention to what I say and do not
there will be no place for the leaders obey the message that I have given to you,
of my people to ﬁnd safety.
and if you do not pay attention to what the
6
36
Your who take care of my people prophets say, I will destroy this temple
now crying out for help, and and those like I destroyed Shiloh, the place where
who were the leaders of my people they the sacred tent was put. And I will cause
Jerusalem to be a place whose name peocry and beg for help—
ple in every nation on the earth will say
while I, Yahweh, am destroying your when they curse someone.’”
nation.
7
Jeremiah did what Yahweh told him to
37
Your peaceful meadows will become do. The priests, the false prophets, and
a wasteland
many other people listened to him as he
because Yahweh will severely punish told them that message outside the temple. 8 But as soon as Jeremiah ﬁnished
it.
telling them everything that Yahweh had
38
Yahweh will leave his dwelling like a
commanded him to say, they all seized
lion leaves its den to attack other animals,
him and said, ”You must be executed! 9
and he will cause your land to become Why are you prophesying that this temdesolate.
ple will be destroyed like Shiloh was deHe is very angry with you and will make stroyed? Why are you saying that this city
will be destroyed, and that no one will live
your enemies angry at you.’”
here anymore? All the people surrounded
Jeremiah as he stood in front of the temple.

Chapter 26
1

10

Soon after Jehoiakim son of Josiah, became the king of Judah, Yahweh gave me
this message: 2 ”This is what I, Yahweh,
am telling you: Stand in the courtyard in
front of my temple, and speak to all the
people from the various towns in Judah
who come there to worship me. Tell them
everything that I tell you; do not omit anything. 3 If you do tell them everything, perhaps they will pay attention, and each one

When the oﬃcials of Judah heard about
all this that was happening, they rushed
from the palace and sat down at the gate
of the temple named The New Gate, to
judge Jeremiah’s case. 11 The priests and
the prophets told the oﬃcials and the
other people who were there, “This man
should be executed, because he has prophesied that this city will be destroyed, and
you yourselves have heard him say that!”
12
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and the other people. He said to them,
”Yahweh sent me to prophesy all the
things that you heard me say about what
will happen to this temple and this city.
13
But if you change your behavior and
stop sinning, and start to obey Yahweh
our God, he will change his mind, and not
send to you the disasters that he said that
he would send. 14 As for me, I am not able
to free myself from your grasp. So you can
do to me whatever you want to do. 15 But
you need to know that if you kill me, you
will be killing a man who is innocent. And
you and everyone else in this city will be
guilty, because the truth is that it was Yahweh who sent me to speak every word that
you have heard me say.”
16

Then the oﬃcials and the other people
said to the priests and the false prophets,
“This man does not deserve to be executed,
because he has spoken to us the message
that Yahweh gave him!”

even worse disaster on ourselves!”
20

At that time, Uriah son of Shemaiah
from the city of Kiriath Jearim was also
prophesying from Yahweh. He was predicting that the city and the rest of the
land would experience the same disasters
that Jeremiah was predicting. 21 When
King Jehoiakim and his army oﬃcers and
oﬃcials heard what Uriah was saying, the
king sent someone to kill Uriah. But
Uriah heard about it, and became very
afraid, and he escaped to Egypt. 22 Then
King Jehoiakim sent Elnathan son of Acbor along with several other men to Egypt.
23
They captured Uriah and took him back
to Jerusalem to King Jehoiakim. The king
then commanded a soldier to kill Uriah
with a sword. Then they buried his corpse
in a place where poor people are buried.
24
However, Ahikam son of Shaphan defended me, and persuaded the oﬃcials
not to allow the mob to murder Jeremiah.

17

Then some of the elders stood up and
spoke to all the people who were gath18
They said, ”Rememered there.
ber what Micah, the prophet from Moresheth, prophesied during the years that
1
Soon after Zedekiah son of Josiah beHezekiah was the king of Judah. He told
came
the king of Judah, Yahweh gave a
the people of Judah this:
message to me. 2 This is what he said to
’This is what Yahweh, commander of me: ”Make a yoke and bonds, then fasthe angel armies, says:
ten them around your own neck. 3 Then
Some day Mount Zion will be plowed send them to the kings of Edom, Moab,
Ammon, Tyre, and Sidon, and give them
like ﬁelds are plowed;
to the ambassadors from those countries
Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins.
who have come to Jerusalem to talk to
There will be a large clump of trees King Zedekiah. 4 Tell them to give this meson top of the hill where the temple is sage to their kings: This is what Yahweh,
now.’ 19 But did Hezekiah or anyone else commander of the angel armies, whom
in Judah kill Micah for saying that? No! Israel worships, says: 5 ’With my very
Instead, Hezekiah revered Yahweh, and great power I created the earth and the
pleaded that he would act mercifully to- people and the animals that are on the
ward them. So, Yahweh changed his mind earth. And I can give those things to anyabout sending to them the terrible disas- one whom I want to. 6 And now I am
ter that he said he would send. And now going to enable King Nebuchadnezzar of
if we kill Jeremiah, we are going to bring Babylon, who does what I want him to do,

Chapter 27

1102

JEREMIAH
to control your countries. I am going to
enable him to rule everything, even the
wild animals. 7 The people of all the nations will work for him, and later for his
son, and later for his grandson, until the
time for them to rule is ﬁnished. Then the
armies of many great kings from many nations will conquer Babylon.’
8

But now I tell you that you must do what
the king of Babylon wants you to do, like
an ox that has a yoke on its neck must do
what its master wants it to do. I will punish any nation that refuses to do that. I
will cause those people to experience war
and famine and diseases, until the armies
of Babylon have conquered that nation.
9
So, do not pay attention to your false
prophets and fortune tellers and people
who predict what will happen by working
magic or by talking with spirits of dead
people. Those people say not to serve him
because the king of Babylon will not conquer your country. 10 Those people are all
liars. If you believe what they say, it will
result in your being exiled from your land.
I will cause you to be taken from your
land, and you will die far away. 11 But
the people of any country who do what
the king of Babylon wants them to do will
remain in their own country and be able
to plant their crops as they always have
done. That will surely happen because I,
Yahweh, have said it.”
12

After I gave that message to those ambassadors, I gave the same message to
King Zedekiah of Judah. I said to him,
”If you want to remain alive, do what the
king of Babylon and his oﬃcials want you
to do. 13 It would be foolish for you not to
do that, because the result would be that
you and your people would die by your
enemies’ swords or by famine or diseases,
which Yahweh will cause any nation to experience that refuses to allow the king of
Babylon to rule them. 14 Do not pay atten-

tion to those prophets who say to you, ‘Do
not obey the king of Babylon since he will
not conquer your country.’ They are liars.
15
This is what Yahweh says: ‘I have not appointed those prophets. They are saying
that I gave them messages, but they are lying. So, if you believe them, I will expel
you from this land. And you and all those
prophets will die in Babylon!’”
16

Then I spoke to the priests and the
other people, and I said, ”This is what Yahweh says: ’Do not believe your prophets
who tell you that all the gold items that
were taken from my temple by soldiers
from Babylon will soon be returned from
Babylon, because what they are prophesying is a lie. 17 Do not pay attention to
what they say. Surrender to the king of
Babylon. If you do that, you will remain
alive. If you do not do that, this entire
city will be destroyed. 18 If they are really prophets who speak messages from
me, tell them to plead to me, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, that the soldiers from Babylon will not be allowed to
take away to Babylon the valuable items
that still remain in the temple and in the
king’s palace and in the other palaces in
Jerusalem. 19 I say this because the huge
pillars that are in front of the temple and
the large tank that was called “The Sea”
and the ten water carts and all the other
items that are used for offering sacriﬁces
are still in this city. 20 King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon left those things here when
he exiled Jehoiachin, the son of Jehoiakim,
the king of Judah, to Babylon, along with
all the other leaders of Jerusalem and the
21
leaders of other places in Judah.
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
says this about all those valuable things
that are still outside the temple and in the
palace of the king of Judah: 22 They will
all be carried away to Babylon. And they
will stay there until I say that they should
be brought back to Jerusalem. Then they
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will be bought back here. That is what I, tions and great kingdoms. They preYahweh, say.’”
dicted that wars and disasters and plagues
would occur in those nations. 9 So now
you or any other prophet who predicts
that things will go well for us must show
that your message is correct. Only if
what you predict actually happens will we
1
These things occurred when Zedekiah know that you were truly appointed by
was beginning his rule as king of Judah. Yahweh.”
It happened on the fourth year and ﬁfth
month of his rule, that Azzur’s son Hana- 10 Then Hananiah took the yoke off my
niah, a prophet from the city of Gibeon, neck and broke it. 11 Then he said this
spoke to Jeremiah in the courtyard of the to all the people who were there: “This
temple, while all the priests and other peo- is what Yahweh says: ‘Just like Hananiah
ple were listening. He said, 2 ”This is has broken this yoke, within two years I
what the Yahweh, commander of the an- will cause King Nebuchadnezzar of Babygel armies, whom Israel worships, says: ’I lon to stop forcing the people to do what
will cause the king of Babylon to stop rul- he wants, which has been like a heavy
ing you. 3 Within two years, I will cause to yoke on all their necks .’ ” After Hananiah
be brought back to this temple all the valu- said that, Jeremiah left the temple area.
able things that King Nebuchadnezzar’s
soldiers took from this temple and took to 12 Soon after Hananiah had broken
Babylon. 4 And I will also bring back to the yoke that was around the neck of
this place Jehoiachin, who was the son of Jeremiah, Yahweh gave this message to
the Jehoiakim, the King of Judah, and all me: 13 ”Go and say this to Hananiah: ’Yahthe other people who were captured and weh, Commander of the angel armies,
taken to Babylon. The king of Babylon has whom Israel worships, says that you have
forced you to do what he wants, like some- broken a wooden yoke, but that he will reone puts a yoke on the neck of an ox to place it with an iron yoke. 14 I have forced
force it to do what he wants it to do. But the people of all these nations to become
I will cause that to end. That will happen slaves of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babybecause I, Yahweh, have said it.’”
lon. That is like an iron yoke around their
5
Jeremiah replied to Hananiah in front necks. I have put everything, even wild
of all the priests and other people whom animals, under his control.’”

Chapter 28

were standing outside the temple. 6 He
said, ”I want that to be true! I desire
that what you have predicted will happen just as you said! I hope that he will
cause men from Babylon to bring back all
the valuable things that were in this temple, and all the people who were taken
to Babylon. 7 But now listen to what I
say to you while all these people are lis8
tening.
Many years ago, those who
were prophets before you and I became
prophets spoke messages about many na-

15

Then Jeremiah went to Hananiah and
said to him, ”Hananiah, listen to this: Yahweh has not appointed you; instead, you
have told lies to the people, and they have
believed your lies. 16 Therefore, this is
what Yahweh says: ‘You will soon die. Before the end of this year, you will die, because you have encouraged people to act
against Yahweh.’”
17
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Chapter 29

they are telling you. But, I have not appointed them.”

1-2

10

After King Jehoiachin, his mother, his
palace oﬃcials, other oﬃcials in Judah
and Jerusalem, and all the various kinds
of craftsmen had been exiled to Babylon,
Jeremiah wrote a letter to the elders, the
priests, the prophets and all the other people who had been taken from Jerusalem
to Babylon by soldiers of Nebuchadnezzar. 3 He gave the letter to Elasah son of
Shaphan, and to Gemariah son of Hilkiah,
when they were about to go to Babylon
to be ambassadors from King Zedekiah to
King Nebuchadnezzar. This is the letter
that Jeremiah wrote, the message that Yahweh gave him.
4

This is what Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, the God whom Israel worships, says to all you people who were captured here in Jerusalem and taken there to
Babylon: 5 ”Build houses there, and plan
to stay there because you will be there
for many years. Plant gardens, and eat
the food that is produced in the gardens.
6
Get married and have children. Then
when they grow up, choose wives for your
sons, and husbands for your daughters, in
order that they also may have children. In
that way, the number of your people will
increase, not decrease. 7 Also, do things
that will cause things to go well for the
other people there in the city where I sent
you. Pray that things will go well for the
people in that city, because if things go
well for them, things will go well for you,
also.”
8

This is what Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, the God whom Israel worships, says: ”There are false prophets and
fortune tellers among you. Do not allow
them to deceive you. Do not pay attention
to them when they tell you their dreams,
9
because they are telling you lies, saying
that I have given them the messages that

This is also what Yahweh says: ”After you and your children have been in
Babylon for seventy years, I will help you,
and do for you the things that I promised,
and I will enable you to return here to
Jerusalem. 11 I, Yahweh, know what I have
planned for you. I am planning to cause
things to go well for you, not to cause you
to experience disasters. I am planning to
give you many things that you can conﬁdently expect to receive in the future that
12
your people will survive to see.
At
that time, when you go to worship me and
call out my name in prayer, I will listen
to what you pray. 13 If you earnestly desire for me to bless you, you will see that
I will answer you. 14 I will help you. I will
cause you to no longer be slaves in Babylon. I will gather you from all the nations
to which I have exiled you, and I will bring
you back here to your own land, to the
place from which you were taken.”
15

Some of you say that Yahweh has appointed prophets for you there in Babylon. 16 But this is what Yahweh says about
the king who rules here in Jerusalem, and
about all the other people who are still
living here—your relatives who were not
taken to Babylon with you. 17 Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, says this:
”I will cause them to experience wars and
famines and diseases. I will cause them
to become like bad ﬁgs that are very rotten, with the result that no one can eat
18
I will not stop causing them
them.
to experience wars and famines and diseases. And I will scatter them all around
the world. In every country where I force
them to be taken, I will cause them to be
people whom others curse and be horriﬁed about and mock. 19 That will happen because they have refused to pay attention to my messages, messages that I
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gave to the prophets whom I sent to them.
And you who have been exiled to Babylon
have not paid attention to them, either.”
That is what Yahweh says.
20

Therefore, you people who have been
exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon, listen
to this message from Yahweh. 21 This is
what Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, the God whom Israel worships„
says about Ahab son of Kolaiah, and about
Zedekiah son of Maaseiah, who are telling
lies to you, saying that they are giving
messages from him: ”They will be seized
and taken to King Nebuchadnezzar, who
will cause them to be executed while you
22
are watching.
Because of what will
happen to them, all you people who have
been taken from Judah to Babylon will say
this when they curse someone: ‘I hope
that Yahweh will do to you the same thing
that he did to Zedekiah and Ahab, whom
the king of Babylon caused to be killed
by being burned in a ﬁre.’ 23 They have
done terrible things to my Israelite people. They have committed adultery with
their neighbors’ wives, and they have spoken lies, saying that they were messages
from me. They have said things that I did
not tell them to say, and I, Yahweh, have
heard them say those things.”
24

Yahweh told me to send this message to
Shemaiah, a man from Nehelam who was
living in Babylon: 25 “This is what Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, the God
whom Israel worships, says: ”You wrote
a letter that no one told you to write. You
sent it to Zephaniah the priest, son of Maaseiah, and you sent copies to the other
priests and all the other people here in
Jerusalem. This is what you wrote to him:

should put his arms and legs and head
27
into stocks.
So why have you not
done anything to stop Jeremiah, the man
from Anathoth, who pretends that he is a
prophet among you? 28 He sent a letter to
us who are here in Babylon, saying that
we will be here for a long time. He said
that therefore we should build houses and
plan to stay here, and plant gardens, and
eat the food that is produced in the gardens.”
29

But when Zephaniah the priest received
the letter from you, he brought it to me
and read it to me. 30 Then Yahweh gave
me this message: 31 ”Send this message to
all the people from Judah who are there
in Babylon: Say that this is what Yahweh
says about Shemaiah, the man from Nehelam: ’I did not appoint him, but he has deceived you and caused you to believe the
lies that he prophesied. 32 So, I will punish
him and his family. He has incited you to
rebel against me. Because of that, all of his
descendants will soon die. I will do many
good things for you, my people, but he and
his descendants will not see those things,
because they will be dead. That will surely
happen because I, Yahweh, have said it!’”

Chapter 30
1

Yahweh gave Jeremiah another message.
He said, 2 ”I, Yahweh, the God of Israel
am telling you to write down everything
that I have said to you. 3 I want you to
know that some day I will free my people,
the people of Israel and Judah, from being slaves in Babylon. I will bring them
back to this land that I gave to their ancestors, and this land will belong to them
26
’Zephaniah, Yahweh has appointed you
again. That will surely happen because I,
to be the priest instead of Jehoiada, to
Yahweh, have said it.”
supervise those who work in the temple. Anyone who acts like a crazy man 4 Yahweh gave to me another message conand who claims that he is a prophet, you cerning the people of Israel and Judah. 5
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This is what he said:
”I hear people screaming because they
are terriﬁed;
there is no peace in the land.
6

But think about this:

because some day I will bring you back
from distant places;
I will bring your descendants back
home from the land where they had been
exiled.

Then you Israelite people will again live
peacefully
and safely,
Men certainly do not give birth to babies.
and there will not be any nation that

Therefore, why do strong men stand will cause you to be terriﬁed.
11
there,
I, Yahweh, say that I will be with you
and will rescue you;
with their faces very white,
I will completely destroy the nations
with their hands pressed against their
to which I have scattered you.
stomachs,
But I will not completely destroy you.
like women who are about to give
birth to babies?
7

I will punish you for your many sins,
but I will punish you only as severely as
you deserve:

Terrible things will soon happen;
That will be a terrible day!

I would be doing wrong if I did not to
punish you at all.”

There has never been such a time.
It will be a time when my Israelite people will experience great trouble,

12

Yahweh also says this:
”You have suffered very much;

but ﬁnally they will be saved from
it is as though you have a terrible
their sufferings.”
wound that cannot be cured.
8

Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, says this:

13

There is no one to help you,

no one to put a bandage on your
”At that time it will be as though I will wound.
sever the ropes that are around my peoThere is no medicine that will heal
ple,
you.
and I will free them from being slaves.
14
All your allies have deserted you
People in other countries will no longer
and they do not want to help you
enslave them.
anymore.
9

My people will again serve me, YahIt is true that I have punished you
weh, their God,
severely,
and they will serve a king who is a
like your enemies would wound you,
descendant of King David;
because you have committed many sins
and I will appoint this king for them.
and you are very guilty.
10
So, you people of Israel who serve me,
15
Because that is true, why do you
do not be dismayed now,
protest about my punishing you,
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20
as though I had caused a wound that
Their children will prosper like they
could not be cured?
did before.

It was necessary for me to punish you,
sins

because you had committed many
and you were very guilty.

I will cause them to be a group of
people who worship me,
and I will punish any nation that oppresses them.
21

One of their own people will be their
But some day all those who are trying king,
to destroy you will be destroyed;
and I will invite him to come close to
all your enemies will be exiled to other me to worship me,
nations.
because no one would dare to come
All those who have stolen things from close to me
you
if I did not invite him.
will have their valuable possessions
22
You Israelite people will be my people,
stolen,
and I will be your God.”
and all those who attack you will be
23
Yahweh will punish your enemies;
attacked.
it will be like a great storm;
17
Everyone says that you are outcasts,
16

it will come down like a whirlwind,
and that you live in Jerusalem, a city
swirling around the heads of wicked peothat no one cares about.”
ple.
But Yahweh says,
24
He will not stop being angry
”I will heal your injuries
until he completely accomplishes all
and cause you to be healthy again.” that he has planned.
18

This is what Yahweh says:

”I will bring the people of Israel back
from the lands to which they were taken
and enable them to possess their land
and their houses again.

In the future, you will understand all
of this clearly.

Chapter 31

When that happens, Jerusalem will be 1 Yahweh says that at that time, he will be
the God who is worshiped by all the clans
rebuilt on top of its ruins,
in Israel, and they will be his people.
and the king’s palace will be rebuilt
2
This is what Yahweh says:
as a place of justice.
People will again sing joyfully to thank

”Those people who remained alive and
were not killed by their enemies’ swords

and I will cause there to be more
people in Jerusalem, not fewer;

were blessed by me even in the desert;

19

me,

where they survived.

I will cause them to be honored, not 3 Long ago I, Yahweh, said to your ancestors, the Israelite people,
despised.
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’I have loved you and I will continue to
on level paths where they will not
love you forever.
stumble.
By faithfully loving you I have brought
I will do this because I am like a father
you close to myself.’
to the Israelite people;
4

And now I tell you, my Israelite people
who I will think of like a chaste woman,
that I will cause you to be a nation again.
You will joyfully dance as you play your
tambourines.
5

Again you will plant your vineyards
on the hills of Samaria,

it is as though Israel is my oldest son.”
10

People in the nations of the world,
listen to this message from Yahweh.
Then proclaim it to people who live
along the coasts far away.

Yahweh scattered his people, but he
will gather them again and will take care
and you will eat the grapes that grow of them
there.
like a shepherd takes care of his sheep.
6
There will be a time when watchmen
11
Yahweh will buy his Israelite people
will call out from the hills of Samaria ,
back
’Come, let us go up to Jerusalem
from those who conquered them beto worship Yahweh, our God!’”
cause they were more powerful than his
7
people.
And now Yahweh also says this:
12
Yahweh’s people will return to
”Sing joyfully about what I have done
Jerusalem
for the people of Israel!

and shout joyfully on the slopes of
Shout about your nation, the greatest
Zion Hill.
nation!
Shout joyfully, praising me and saying,
’Yahweh, has rescued his people,

They will rejoice about the things that
Yahweh has abundantly given to them—
grain and new wine and olive oil

the ones who were still alive!’

and young sheep and cattle.

8

Do that because I will bring them back
from the northeast,

They themselves will be like a wellwatered
garden,
from the most distant places on the
earth.
and they will no longer feel worn out.
13
Among them will be blind people and
The young women will dance joyfully,
lame people,
and all the men, young ones and old
women who are pregnant and women ones, will join with them.
who are having labor pains.
I will cause them to rejoice instead of
They will be a huge group of people! mourning;
9
They will be weeping as they return,
I will comfort them and cause them
and they will be praying to me.

to be happy instead of being sad.

14
The priests will have plenty of things
I will guide them along streams of wato eat and drink,
ter,
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and all my people will be ﬁlled with
We beat our hands on our legs to show
the good things that I give them.
that we were very ashamed of the sins
That will certainly happen because I, that we committed when we were young.’
20

Yahweh, have said it!”
15

Yahweh also says this:

”Women were weeping in Ramah, on
the border between Israel and Judah;
they were mourning and crying very
loudly.

But I, Yahweh, say this:

The Israelite people certainly are still
my dear children.
It is often necessary for me to threaten
to punish them,
but I still love them.

That is why I have not forgotten them,
The women who were the descendants
of Ephraim and Manasseh, the two grandand I will certainly act mercifully
sons of Rachel the wife of Jacob, were toward them.
weeping about their children,
21
You Israelite people, set up road signs;
and no one could comfort them
put up posts along the roads
because their children were all dead.
to mark the road on which you walked
16
But now this is what Yahweh says:
when you were taken from Jerusalem.
My precious Israelite people,

’Do not cry anymore,
because I will reward you for the good
things you have done for your children.

come back to your towns here.
22

You people who have been like daughYour children will return from the land ters who have forsaken their parents,
where their enemies have taken them.
how long will you continue to wander
I, Yahweh, am telling you that there away from me?
are things that you can conﬁdently expect
I, Yahweh, will cause something to hapme to do for you in the future.
pen on the earth that is new:
Your children will return to their own
the women of Israel will be protecting
land.’
their husbands as they travel back here!”
18
I have heard the people of Israel griev- 23 This is what Yahweh, commander of the
ing very much and saying to me,
angel armies, the God whom Israel worships, says: ”When I bring them back from
’You punished us severely,
the countries to which they have been exlike calves are beaten by their owners iled, all the people from the towns in Juto train them for pulling a plow.
dah will again say, ‘I hope that Yahweh
will bless this my home, the holy place
So bring us back to obey you again,
where righteous people will live!’ 24 The
because we are ready to return to you,
people of Judah who live in the towns, inbecause you alone are Yahweh, our God. cluding the farmers and the shepherds,
25
19
I
will all live together peacefully.
We turned away from you,
will enable weary people to be refreshed
but we repented;
with drinks of water, and enable people
after you caused us to realize that we who are very exhausted to become strong
were guilty.
again.”
17
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26

I, Jeremiah, woke up after dreaming all people, will already know me. And I will
those things, and I looked around. I had forgive them for having been very wicked,
slept very delightfully!
and I will never think again about the sins
that they have committed.’”
27
Then Yahweh said to me, ”There will 35
Yahweh is the one who causes the sun
be a time when I will greatly increase the
to give light during the day,
number of people and the number of liveand who causes the moon and the
stock here in Israel and Judah. 28 Previously, I caused their enemies to remove stars to give light during the night.
the people from their land and to destroy
He stirs up the seas, with the result that
their land and to bring many disasters to waves roar.
it. But in the future, I will enable them
His name is Yahweh, commander of the
to build houses and to plant crops here
angel
armies,
in Israel again. That will surely happen
because I, Yahweh, have said it. 29 Preand this is what he says:
viously the people often said, ‘The par36
”I will not permanently reject my Isents have eaten sour grapes, but it is the
children’s teeth that ache.’ They meant raelite people
that it was not fair for them to be punany more than I will get rid of the
ished for their ancestors’ sins. But when laws that control the universe.
I bring them back to their land, they will 37 And this is what I say:
no longer say that.
’No one can measure the sky
30
But now all people will die because of
and no one can ﬁnd out what is supthe sins that they themselves have com- porting the earth.
mitted. It will be more like ‘The person
Similarly, I cannot reject the descenwho eats sour grapes will have his own
31
dants
of Jacob
I, Yahweh, say this:
teeth aching.’
’There will be a time when I will make a
because of all the evil things that they
new agreement with the people of Israel have done.’
and with the people of Judah. 32 This new
That is certain, because I, Yahweh, have
agreement will not be like the agreement
that I made with their ancestors when I said it!
took them by their hands and led them out 38 I, Yahweh, also say that there will be a
of Egypt. They disobeyed that agreement, time when everything in Jerusalem will
even though I loved them like husbands be rebuilt for me, from the tower of
love their wives.’ 33 This is what I, Yah- Hananel at the northeast corner, west to
weh, say: ’This is the new agreement that the gate named the Corner Gate. 39 WorkI will make with the people of Israel some ers will stretch a measuring line over
day: I will put my laws in their minds Gareb Hill all the way southwest to Goah.
and write them on their inner beings. I 40 And the whole area, including the place
will be their God, and they will be my peo- where corpses and ashes are thrown in
ple. 34 And it will not be necessary for the Kidron Valley, and all the ﬁelds to
them to teach their neighbors or their rel- the east as far as the Horse Gate, will beatives and say, “You need to know Yah- come set apart for me. And the city of
weh,” because everyone, including both Jerusalem will never again be captured or
unimportant people and very important destroyed.”

1111

JEREMIAH

Chapter 32
1

9

After Zedekiah had been ruling Judah
for almost ten years, Yahweh gave me another message, during the time that Nebuchadnezzar had been ruling Babylonia
for almost eighteen years. 2 His army had
surrounded Jerusalem, and Jeremiah was
in a prison area in the courtyard where
the guards of the king’s palace stayed. 3
King Zedekiah had put me there. I continued to prophesy there about what would
happen. I continued to say, ”Yahweh says
that he is about to allow the army of the
king of Babylon to capture this city. 4
And the soldiers of Babylonia will most
deﬁnitely capture King Zedekiah and take
him to the king of Babylon for a face to
face encounter. 5 Then his soldiers will
take Zedekiah to Babylon, and he will remain there until I arrange for him to be
punished. And if he tries to ﬁght against
the soldiers from Babylonia, he will not
succeed.” King Zedekiah asked Jeremiah
why he continued to say that, but Yahweh
had said this would be so.

So, I bought the ﬁeld at Anathoth. I paid
Hanamel almost two hundred grams of silver for it. 10 I signed the paper it on which
it was written that I was buying it, while
others were watching. Then I weighed the
silver and gave it to him. 11 Then I took
two copies of the paper. One was sealed
and the other was not sealed. On both of
them was written the price and conditions
of the purchase. I took both copies 12 and
I gave them to Baruch son of Neraiah, and
the grandson of Mahseiah. I did this while
my cousin Hanamel, the other witnesses
who had signed the paper, and other men
of Judah who were there in the courtyard,
were watching.
13

Then, while they were all listening, I
said to Baruch, 14 ”This is what Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, the God
whom Israel worships, says: ’Take both
copies of this paper and put them in a clay
jar, to preserve them for a long time. 15
Do that because this is what I, Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, the God
whom Israel worships, say: Some day people will again own property in this land,
6
At that time, Yahweh gave Jeremiah an- and they will buy and sell houses and vineother message. He said, 7 “Your cousin yards and ﬁelds.’”
Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle, will 16
After I had given the papers to Baruch,
come to you. He will say to you, ‘Buy my
I prayed to Yahweh, saying this: 17 ”Yahﬁeld at Anathoth, your hometown. Beweh, you are my Lord! You made the sky
cause you are my closest relative, it is writand the earth by your very great power.
ten in our laws that you have the right to
Nothing is too diﬃcult for you to do. 18 You
buy it before I ask if anyone else wants to
show thousands of people that you will
buy it.’ ”
always be faithful to your covenant with
8
And just as Yahweh had predicted, my them, but people suffer the consequences
cousin Hanamel came to see me in the of the sins that their parents have commitcourtyard of the palace. He said, “Please ted. You are the great and powerful God.
buy my ﬁeld at Anathoth in the area You are Yahweh, commander of the angel
where the descendants of Benjamin live. armies. 19 You make wise plans and you
It is written in our laws that you have the do mighty deeds. You see how all people
right to buy it before I ask if anyone else behave, and you do to them what they dewants to buy it.” When he said that, I serve. 20 You performed many miracles in
knew that the message that I had received Egypt, and you continue to perform miracles here in Israel and everywhere else in
was truly from Yahweh.
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the world. Because of that, you have become very famous. 21 You brought our Israelite ancestors out of Egypt by performing many great miracles, using your very
great power, causing our enemies to be
terriﬁed. 22 You gave to us Israelite people this land that you solemnly promised
to give to our ancestors, a land that is very
fertile. 23 Our ancestors came here and
conquered this land and started to live
in it, but they refused to obey you or to
do what you commanded them to do. Because of that, you have caused them to experience all these disasters.
24

And now, the army of Babylonia has
built ramps up against our city walls in order to attack our city. Because of our enemies’ swords and because of famines and
diseases, they will be able to conquer it
easily. The things that you said would happen have now happened. 25 And it is evident that the Babylonian army will soon
conquer this city. So now, I do not understand why you told me to buy this ﬁeld
with my silver, while others were watching. It seems that I have just been wasting
my money by doing that!”
26

Then Yahweh gave me this message: 27
”I am Yahweh, the God who rules over every living thing in the world. There is absolutely nothing that is too diﬃcult for me
to do. 28 So, this is what I say: It is true
that I will enable the Babylonian army
and King Nebuchadnezzar to capture this
city. 29 The soldiers of Babylonia who are
now outside the walls around the city will
enter and burn this city. They will burn
down all the houses where people caused
me to become angry by burning incense
on the tops of their roofs to honor Baal
and by pouring out offerings of wine to
other gods.
30

The people of Israel and Judah have
continually done only evil things from the
time that they became a nation. They

have caused me to become very angry by
31
all their evil deeds.
From the time
that this city was built until now, the people of this city have done only things that
caused me to be very angry. So now I will
destroy it. 32 The people of Israel and Judah, including their kings, their oﬃcials,
the priests, the false prophets, and all the
other people in Jerusalem have committed many sins that have caused me to become angry. 33 My people have turned
away from me and have refused to return
to me. Even though I taught them things
many times, they would not pay attention
to what I taught them, and they would not
obey me. 34 They have set up their detestable idols even in my own temple and
deﬁled it. 35 They have built on the hilltops
places to worship Baal in Ben Hinnom Valley outside Jerusalem, and there they sacriﬁce their sons and daughters to their god
Molech. I never commanded them to do
such horrible deeds. I never even considered ordering such a terrible thing. And
by doing it they have caused all the people
of Judah to be guilty of having sinned.”
36

”But now I will say something more
about this city. You people of Jerusalem
have been saying, ‘The army of the king
of Babylon will conquer it, either by their
swords or because of famines or diseases.’
But this is what I, the God of Israel, say:
37
’I will certainly bring my people back
here again, from all the countries to which
I will force them to go because I am extremely angry with them. I will bring
them back to this city and allow them to
live here safely. 38 They will be my people, and I will be their God. 39 I will give
them one way of thinking and behaving,
in order that they may revere me, for their
good and for the good of their descendants. 40 I will make an agreement with
them that will last forever: I will never
stop doing good things for them, and they
will always honor me; they will never stop
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worshiping me. 41 I will be happy to do
good things for them, and I will surely enable them to return to this land and remain here; I will do that with all my inner
being and all my strength.’
42

And this is also what I, Yahweh, say:
’I have caused them to experience all
these disasters. Similarly, some day I
will do for them all the good things that
43
I have promised.
By buying land
you, Jeremiah, have predicted that some
day people will buy and sell ﬁelds in this
land about which you people of Jerusalem
now say, “The Babylonian soldiers have
destroyed it. It is now desolate. It is a
land where there are no longer any people or animals.” 44 But some day people
will again buy and sell ﬁelds here. People
will sign documents about buying those
ﬁelds, and other people will witness them
doing that. That will happen in the land
where the descendants of Benjamin live
and here in the villages near Jerusalem,
in other towns in Judah, in the hill country and in the foothills to the west, and
in the southern Judean wilderness. Some
day I will cause them to prosper again.
That will surely happen because I, Yahweh, have said it.’”

Chapter 33
1

palace, to get materials to strengthen the
walls around the city, in order that the soldiers of Babylonia would not be able to
break through the walls after they climb
up the ramps that they have built against
the walls, and kill the inhabitants with
their swords. 5 You are expecting to ﬁght
against the army from Babylonia, but
what will happen is that the houses of this
city will be ﬁlled with the corpses of the
men of this city whom I will allow to be
killed because I am extremely angry with
them. I have abandoned them because of
all the wicked things that they have done.
6

However, there will be a time when I will
cause the people in this city to be healthy
and strong again. I will enable them to
be prosperous and have peace. 7 I will
bring the people of Judah and Israel back
from the lands to which they were exiled.
I will enable them to rebuild their towns.
8
I will get rid of their guilt for all the
sins that they have committed against me,
and I will forgive them for their sin of rebelling against me. 9 When that happens,
all the nations of the world will rejoice,
and they will praise me and honor me.
They will hear about all the good things
that I have done for this city and, because
of that, they will revere me, and they will
tremble because I have caused the people
in this city to have peace and to prosper.’
10

While Jeremiah was still being guarded
in the courtyard of the palace, Yahweh
gave him this second message: 2 ”This is
what I, the one who made the earth, who
formed it and put it in its place, say to
the people of Jerusalem: ’My name is Yahweh. 3 Call out to me, and then I will tell
you great and wonderful things that you
have not known before.’ 4 This is what
I, Yahweh, the God of Israel, say: ’The
men in this city have torn down some of
their houses, and even parts of the king’s

And this is also what I, Yahweh, say:
’You people have said that this is a land
where there are no longer any people or
animals. But in the streets of Jerusalem
that are now completely empty, and in
the other towns in Judah, 11 some day people will again be happy and laugh. Brides
and bridegrooms will again sing joyfully.
And many other people will also sing joyfully as they bring their offerings to me to
thank me for what I have done for them.
They will sing this song:
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the angel armies,
because you are good to us.

pletely burned on the altar and who will
burn food offerings and other sacriﬁces.’”

19
Then Yahweh gave Jeremiah this mesYou faithfully hold to your covenant
sage: 20 ”This is what I, Yahweh, say:
with us forever.”
’You certainly cannot annul my promise
They will sing that because I will cause the to cause nighttime to follow daytime each
people of this land to be as prosperous as day. 21 Similarly, you cannot annul the
they were before.’
promise that I made with King David, who
12
This land is now desolate. There are served me well, that there will always be
no people or animals living here. But I, descendants of his who will rule Judah.
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, The same is true for my agreement with
who are priests
say this: ’In this land there will again the descendants of Levi
22
be pastures where shepherds will lead who do work for me. No one can count
their sheep 13 Shepherds will again count the stars in the sky, and no one can count
their sheep as the sheep walk by, out- the grains of sand at the seashore. Simiside the towns in the hill country, in the larly, I will cause there to be a huge numwestern foothills, in the southern Judean ber of descendants of David and descenwilderness, in the land where the descen- dants of Levi who will work for me.’”

dants of Benjamin live, around Jerusalem, 23 Yahweh gave another message to me.
and outside all the other towns in Judah.’ He said, 24 ”Surely you know that some
That will surely happen because I, Yah- people are saying, ‘Yahweh chose two
weh, have said it.
groups, the people of Judah and the people of Israel, and later abandoned them.’
14
Listen to this! I, Yahweh, say that there
Thepeople who are saying this are despiswill be a time when I will do for the peoing my people; they are saying that Israel
ple of Israel and Judah all the good things
no longer deserves to be considered a nathat I promised to do for them.
tion. 25 But this is what I say: ’I will not
15
At that time I will appoint a righ- reject my people any quicker than I will
teous man who will be a descendant of change my laws that control the day and
King David.
the night, the sky and the earth. 26 SimThroughout the land, he will do what ilarly, I will never abandon the descendants of David or the other descendants of
is just and right.
Jacob, and I will always allow descendants
16
At that time, the people of Judah will of David to rule the descendants of Abrabe rescued from their enemies,
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. I will bring them
and the people of Jerusalem will be back to their land, and I will act mercifully
toward them.’”
safe.
And people will say that the name of
the city is ‘Yahweh is the one who does
right for us.’ 17 And this is also what I,
Yahweh, say: ’There will be descendants
of King David ruling Israel forever. 18 And 1 King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came
there will always be priests who are de- with the armies of all the kingdoms that he
scendants of Levi who stand in front of ruled, and they fought against Jerusalem
me and offer sacriﬁces that will be com- and the other towns in Judah. At that time,

Chapter 34
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Yahweh gave me this message: 2 “Go to
Zedekiah the King of Judah, and say to
him, ’This is what Yahweh, the God of Israel, says: ”I am about to enable the army
of the king of Babylon to capture this city,
and they will burn it down. 3 You will not
escape from them; they will capture you
and take you to the king of Babylon. You
will meet him and speak with him face to
face; then they will take you to Babylon.”

years. But your ancestors did not pay any
attention to what I said. 15 Recently, you
obeyed my command and stopped doing
what was wrong and did what was right.
You made a solemn agreement at my temple that you would free your slaves, and
then you freed them. 16 But now you have
disregarded what you solemnly promised,
and you have shown contempt for what I
said by taking back the women and men
whom you had freed and said they could
4
But King Zedekiah, listen to what Yahlive wherever they wanted to. Now you
weh has promised: ”You will not be killed
have forced them to be your slaves again.
in a battle; 5 you will die peacefully. When
you die, people will burn incense to honor 17
Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh, say:
you just as they did for your ancestors
’Because you have not obeyed me by freewho were kings before you became king.
ing your fellow Israelites, I will free you
They will mourn for you, calling out, ‘We
to be destroyed by the swords of your enare very sad that our king is dead!’ I, Yahemies and by famines and diseases. All
weh, promise that will happen.“”’
the nations of the earth will be horriﬁed
6
So I took that message to King Zedekiah. because of what happens to you. 18-19 Be7
At that time the army of Babylonia had cause you have disregarded what I said in
surrounded Jerusalem and Lachish and my agreement with you, I will do to you
Azekah. Those three cities were the only just what you did to the calves that you
three cities in Judah that had high walls cut in half to show that you would surely
around them that still had not been cap- do what you solemnly promised that you
tured.
would do. I will enable your enemies to
cut you into pieces, you oﬃcials of Judah
8
King Zedekiah had decreed that the
and you oﬃcials of Jerusalem, and you ofpeople must free their slaves. 9 He deﬁcials in the palace, and you priests and
creed that the people must free their Heall you common people. I will do that
brew slaves, both the men slaves and the
because you have ignored the fact that
women slaves. No one would be allowed
you had solemnly promised to free your
to force a fellow Jew to continue to be
slaves. 20 I will enable your enemies to
10
his slave.
The oﬃcials and the rest
capture you, and they will kill you. And
of the people had obeyed what the king
your bodies will be food for vultures and
decreed, 11 but later they changed their
wild animals.
minds. They forced the men and women
whom they had freed to become their 21
I will enable the army of the king of
slaves again.
Babylon to capture King Zedekiah and his
12
So Yahweh gave me this message to tell oﬃcials. Although the king of Babylon
to them: 13 ”I, Yahweh, the God of Israel, and his army have left Jerusalem for a
made an agreement with your ancestors short time, 22 I will summon them back
long ago, when I rescued them from be- again. This time, they will ﬁght against
ing slaves in Egypt. 14 I told them that this city and capture it and burn it down. I
they must free all their Hebrew slaves af- will make sure that all the towns in Judah
ter the slaves had worked for them for six are destroyed, with the result that no one
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will live there anymore.’”

attacked this country, we said, ‘We must
go to Jerusalem to escape from the armies
of Babylonia and Aram.’ So, we came to
Jerusalem and we are living here.”

Chapter 35

12

1

Several years earlier, when Jehoiakim
son of Josiah was the king of Judah, Yahweh gave me this message: 2 “Go to the
place where families of the Rekab clan
live. Invite them to my temple. When they
arrive, take them into one of the inside
rooms and offer them some wine.”
3

So I went to see Jaazaniah and all his
brothers and sons who represented the
Rekab clan. Jaazaniah was a son of another man named Jeremiah and grandson
of Habazziniah. 4 I took them to the temple, and we went into the room where the
sons of Igdaliah’s son Hanan, who was a
prophet, stayed. That room was next to
the room that was used by the men who
were in charge of the entrances to the temple. It was above the room that belonged
to Maaseiah, who was the temple gatekeeper and the son of Shallum.
5

I set jugs of wine and some cups in front
of them and urged them to drink some, 6
but they refused. They said, ”We do not
drink wine, because our ancestor Jonadab
son of Rekab, commanded us, saying ’You
and your descendants must never drink
wine. 7 And you must not build houses
or plant vineyards or other crops. Instead, you must always live in tents. If you
obey those commands, you all will live for
many years in this land.’ 8 So we have
obeyed him in all those matters. We have
never drunk wine. Our wives and our
sons and our daughters have also never
drunk wine. 9 We have not built houses
or planted vineyards or other crops or
worked in ﬁelds. 10 We have lived in tents.
We have obeyed all the commands that
Jonadab, our ancestor, gave us. 11 But
when the army of King Nebuchadnezzar

Then Yahweh gave this message to me:
“This is what I, Yahweh, commander
of the angel armies, the God whom Israel
worships, say: ’Go and tell this to the people in Jerusalem and in other places in
Judah: ”Why do you not listen to me or
learn something about how to obey me?
14
The Rekab clan still do not drink wine,
because their ancestor Jonadab told them
to not do that. In contrast, I have spoken to you many times, but you ignored
15
me and refused to obey me.
Many
times I sent prophets to you. They told
you, ‘Turn away from your wicked behavior, and do things that you should do. Stop
worshiping other gods, in order that you
will be able to live peacefully in this land
that I gave to you and your ancestors.’ But
you would not pay attention to what I said
or obey me. 16 The descendants of Jonadab have obeyed their ancestor, but you
have refused to pay attention to what I
told you.
13

17

Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, the God
whom Israel worships, say: ‘You have refused to listen to me and you did not answer when I called you. Therefore, I will
cause the people in Jerusalem and other
places in Judah to experience all the disasters that I said that I would cause to happen.’“”’
18

Then Jeremiah turned to the Rekab clan
and said, ”This is what Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, the God whom
Israel worships, says: ’You have obeyed
what your ancestor Jonadab told you. You
have obeyed all his instructions. 19 Therefore, this is what Yahweh says: “There will
always be descendants of Jonadab who
will do work for me.”’”
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Chapter 36
1

When Jehoiakim son of Josiah had been
the king of Judah for almost four years,
Yahweh gave this message to me: 2 ”Get
a scroll, and write on it the messages that
I have given to you regarding Israel, Judah, and the other nations. Write all of
the messages, starting from the time that
I gave you the ﬁrst message, when Josiah
was the king, up until now. 3 When the
people of Judah hear again about all the
disasters that I plan to cause them to experience, perhaps each one of them will
repent. If they do that, I will be able to forgive them for the wrong things that they
have done.”
4

So Jeremiah summoned Baruch son of
Neraiah. Then, as Jeremiah dictated to
him all the messages that Yahweh had spoken to him, he wrote them on a scroll. 5
Then Jeremiah said to him, ”I am not allowed to leave here and go to the temple. 6 So, you go to the temple on the next
day when the people are fasting, and read
to them the messages from Yahweh that
you wrote while I dictated them to you.
Read them aloud to all the people who
are there, including the people of Judah
who come there from their towns. 7 Perhaps they will turn from their evil behavior and request Yahweh to act mercifully
toward them. They must do that, because
Yahweh is very angry with them and has
threatened to punish them severely.”
8

Baruch did what Jeremiah told him to
do. He went to the temple and read to
the people all those messages from Yahweh. 9 He did it on the ninth month, on
a day when their leaders had proclaimed
that all the people in Jerusalem, and the
people who had come there from other
towns in Judah, should fast to please Yahweh. This happened when Jehoiakim had
been king for almost ﬁve years. 10 Baruch

read to all the people the messages that he
had written on the scroll. He read them
while he was in the temple, in the room
where Gemariah stayed. He was the son
of Shaphan, who had previously been the
king’s secretary. That room was close to
the upper courtyard of the temple, near
the entrance to the temple that is called
the New Gate.
11

When Micaiah son of Gemariah, and
grandson of Shaphan, heard these messages from Yahweh, 12 he went down to
the secretary’s room in the palace, where
all the king’s oﬃcials were meeting. Elishama the king’s secretary was there. Delaiah son of Shemaiah, Elnathan son of
Acbor, Gemariah, Zedekiah son of Hananiah, and all the other oﬃcials of the king
were also there. 13 When Micaiah told
them about the messages that Baruch had
been reading to the people, 14 the oﬃcials
sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah, and grandson of Shelemiah and great-grandson of
Cushi, to tell Baruch to come and read the
messages to them, also. So Baruch took
the scroll and went to them. 15 They said
to him, “Please sit down and read it to us.”
So Baruch did what they requested.
16

After they had heard all the messages,
they were afraid. They looked at each
other and then they said, “We must tell
these messages to the king!” 17 Then
they asked Baruch, “How did you get this
scroll? Did Jeremiah dictate to you all the
messages on this scroll?”
18

Baruch replied, “Yes, Jeremiah dictated
them to me, and I wrote them with ink on
this scroll.”
19

Then the oﬃcials told Baruch, “You and
Jeremiah must both hide. Do not tell anyone where you are!”
20

They put the scroll in the room of Elishama, the king’s secretary. Then they
went to the king, who was in the court-
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yard, and reported to him everything that sun during the days and struck by frost
Baruch had read to them.
during the nights. 31 I will punish you
and your family and your oﬃcials for
21
Then the king sent Jehudi to get the their sins. And I will cause the people
scroll. Jehudi brought it from Elishama’s of Jerusalem and the people of the other
room and read it to the king, while all the towns in Judah to experience all the disking’s oﬃcials were standing there. 22 It asters that I promised, because you all
was in the cold season, and the king was in would not pay attention to what I said¡‘”’
a part of the palace where he stayed when 32
So Jeremiah took another scroll, and
it was cold. He was sitting in front of a ﬁre
again he dictated the messages to Baruch.
to keep warm. 23 Each time Jehudi ﬁnHe wrote everything that had been writished reading three or four columns, the
ten on the other scroll, the one that King
king cut off that section of the scroll with
Jehoiakim had burned in the ﬁre. But this
a knife and threw it into the ﬁre. He did
time, Jeremiah added more messages.
that, section by section, until the entire
scroll was burned up. 24 Neither the king
nor his oﬃcials showed that they were
afraid that God would punish them. They
did not tear their clothes to show that they
were sorry for what they had done. 25 1 After Jehoiakim died, his son Jehoiachin
Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah pleaded became king for only three months, after
with the king not to burn the scroll, but which King Josiah’s son Zedekiah became
he did not pay any attention. 26 Then the the king of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar, the
king commanded his son Jerahmeel, Sera- king of Babylon, appointed him to be the
iah son of Azriel, and Shelemiah son of Ab- new king. 2 But King Zedekiah and his
deel to arrest Baruch and me. But they palace oﬃcials and the other people in
were unable to do that because Yahweh the land paid no attention to the messages
had hidden us.
that Yahweh gave me.

Chapter 37

27

After the king had burned the scroll
on which were written the messages that
I had dictated to Baruch, Yahweh said
this to me: 28 ”Get another scroll, and
tell Baruch to write everything again, the
same messages that he had written on
the scroll that King Jehoiakim burned. 29
Then go to the king and say to him, ’Yahweh says this: You burned the scroll because you did not like what was written on
it, that the king of Babylon would surely
come with his army and destroy this land
and get rid of all the people and the an30
Now this is what I, Yahweh,
imals.
say about you, Jehoiakim: None of your
descendants will rule this kingdom. Your
corpse will be thrown out on the ground
and not buried; it will be under the hot

3

However, one day King Zedekiah sent Jehukal son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah
the priest, son of Maaseiah, to me. They
requested me to pray to Yahweh our God
for our nation.
4

At that time Jeremiah had not yet been
put in prison, so he could go and come
wherever and whenever he wanted to,
without being hindered.
5

At that time, the army of Hophra, the
king of Egypt, came to the southern border of Judah. When the army of Babylonia heard about that, they stopped surrounding Jerusalem and left there to ﬁght
against the army from Egypt.
6

Then Yahweh gave this message to me: 7
”I, Yahweh, the God of Israel, say this: The
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king of Judah has sent messengers to you
to ask me what is going to happen. Tell
the king that even though the army of the
king of Egypt came to help him, they are
about to return to Egypt. 8 Then the army
of Babylonia will return here, capture this
city, and burn everything in it.

the palace. There the king asked him, “Do
you have any messages from Yahweh?”
Jeremiah replied, “Yes, the message is that
you will be put into the hands of the king
of Babylon.”
18

So, this is what Jeremiah said to you
Israelites: ’You should not deceive yourselves, thinking that the army from Babylonia has gone and will not return. That
is not true. 10 And even if your soldiers
could destroy almost all of the soldiers
from Babylonia who are attacking you,
and allow only those who were wounded
to remain alive in their tents, those men
would come out of their tents and completely burn this city.’”

Then Jeremiah asked the king, ”What
crime have I committed against you or
against your oﬃcials or against the Israelite people, with the result that you
have commanded that I be put in a prison?
19
Your prophets predicted that the army
of the king of Babylon would not attack
you or this land. Why were their messages
not fulﬁlled? 20 Your majesty, I plead with
you to listen to me. Do not send me back
to the dungeon in the house of Jonathan
your secretary, because if you do that, I
will die there.”

11

21

9

When the army from Babylonia left
Jerusalem because the army from Egypt
was approaching, 12 Jeremiah started to
leave the city. He intended to go to the
area where the descendants of Benjamin
live, in order to take possession of my
share of the property from my family. 13
But as he was walking out the Benjamin
Gate, the head guard seized Jeremiah
and said, “You are deserting us and going to the soldiers from Babylonia!” The
man who seized him was Irijah son of
Shelemiah, and grandson of Hananiah.
14

But Jeremiah protested and said, “That
is not true! I was not intending to do that!”
But Irijah would not pay attention to what
Jeremiah said. He took Jeremiah to the
king’s oﬃcials. 15 They were very angry
with him. They commanded the guards
to beat Jeremiah and then to put him in
the house where Jonathan the king’s secretary stayed. They had changed Jonathan’s
house to make it become a prison.
16

They put Jeremiah in a dungeon in that
prison, and he remained there for several
days. 17 Then King Zedekiah secretly sent
a servant to him, who took Jeremiah to

So King Zedekiah commanded that
Jeremiah not be sent back to the prison
cell.
Instead, he was allowed to be
watched by the guards in the courtyard
of the palace. The king also commanded
that they should bring him a loaf of fresh
bread every day, until there was no bread
left in the city. So they put Jeremiah in
that courtyard and he remained there.

Chapter 38
1

Four oﬃcials, Shephatiah son of Mattan,
Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehukal son of
Shelemiah, and Pashhur son of Malkijah,
heard what Jeremiah had been telling all
the people. 2 He had been telling them
that Yahweh was saying, ”Everyone who
stays in Jerusalem will die. They will be
killed by their enemies’ swords or from
famines or from diseases. But those who
surrender to the Babylonian army will remain alive. They will escape; they will not
be killed. 3 Yahweh also says that the army
of the king of Babylon will certainly capture this city.”
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4

So those oﬃcials went to the king and
said, “This man Jeremiah should be executed! Because of what he is saying, he is
discouraging our soldiers who remain in
the city. He is also discouraging the people. He is not saying things that will help
us; he is saying things that will defeat us.”

13

6

15

Then they pulled him out of the well.
So he stayed in the courtyard where the
palace guards were.
14

One day King Zedekiah summoned
Jeremiah, and he was brought to the king,
who was waiting for him at the entrance
of the temple. He said to Jeremiah, “I
5
King Zedekiah said, “All right, do to him want to ask you something. I want you to
what you want to; I do not have the power answer me truthfully, and to not conceal
anything.”
to stop you.”
So those oﬃcials took Jeremiah from
his cell and lowered him by ropes into a
cistern in the courtyard. The cistern belonged to Malkijah, who was a son of the
king. There was no water in the ciestern,
but there was a lot of mud, so he sank
down deep into the mud.

Jeremiah replied, “If I tell you the truth,
you will command that I be executed. And
if I give you good advice, you will not pay
attention to what I say.”
16

But King Zedekiah secretly promised
him, “Tell me the truth! And as surely
as Yahweh lives, I will not cause you to
7
But Ebed-Melek, a palace oﬃcial be executed, and I will not put you into
from Ethiopia, heard someone say that the hands of those who are wanting to kill
Jeremiah was in the well. At that time you.”
the king was deciding people’s cases at 17 So then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ”This
the Benjamin Gate. 8 Ebed-Melek went is what Yahweh, commander of the anout of the palace and said to the king, 9 gel armies, the God whom Israel worships,
“Your majesty, those men have done a says: ’If you surrender to the oﬃcers of
very evil thing. They have put the prophet the king of Babylon, you and your famJeremiah in a well. Almost all the food in ily will be spared, and this city will not
the city is gone, so no one will be able to be burned. 18 But if you refuse to surrenbring him any food, and as a result he will der to them, you will not escape. And the
die from hunger!”
army from Babylonia will capture this city
10
So the king told Ebed-Melek, “Take and completely burn it.’”

thirty of my men with you, and pull 19 The king replied, “But I am afraid to surJeremiah out of the well, in order that he render to the soldiers from Babylon, bedoes not die!”
cause their oﬃcers may put me into the
hands of the people of Judah who have al11
So Ebed-Melek took charge of those
ready joined the soldiers from Babylonia,
thirty men; they went into a room in the
and those people from Judah will mistreat
palace below the room where people had
me.”
stored things. There they found some old
rags and discarded clothing. They took 20 Jeremiah replied, ”If you obey Yahweh
those things and went to the well. They by doing what I tell you to do, they will
fastened them to a rope and lowered the not put you into the hands of our people.
rope to me. 12 Then Ebed-Melek called Things will go well for you, and you will
down to me, “Put these rags underneath remain alive. 21 But if you refuse to suryour armpits, to protect you from being in- render, I will tell you what Yahweh has rejured by the ropes!” So Jeremiah did that. vealed to me. 22 All the women who re-
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main in your palace will be brought out
and given to the oﬃcers of the king of
Babylon. Then those women will say to
you:
’You had friends whom you thought you
could trust,
but they have deceived you and caused
you to make a wrong decision.
Now it is as though you are stuck in
mud,
you.’

and your friends have abandoned

23

All of your wives and children in the city
will be led out to the soldiers from Babylonia, and you also will not escape. The soldiers of the king of Babylon will seize you,
and they will burn down this city.”
24

Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, ”Do not
tell anyone what you told me; if you tell
anyone, the king’s oﬃcials may kill you.
25
If my oﬃcials ﬁnd out that I talked to
you, perhaps they will come to you and
say, ‘Tell us what you and the king were
talking about. If you do not tell us, we will
kill you.’ 26 If that happens, just tell them
that you pleaded with me not to send you
back to the dungeon in Jonathan’s house,
because you were afraid that you would
die if you were put there again.”
27

And that is what happened. The king’s
oﬃcials came to Jeremiah and asked why
the king had summoned him. But he told
them what the king told him to tell them.
So they did not ask Jeremiah any more
questions, because no one had heard what
the king and Jeremiah had said to each
other.

Chapter 39
1

After King Zedekiah had been ruling Judah for almost nine years, King Nebuchadnezzar came in the tenth month of the
year with his army, and they surrounded
Jerusalem. 2 One and a half years later,
after Zedekiah had been ruling for almost eleven years, in the eleventh year
and fourth month, soldiers from Babylonia broke through the city wall. Then they
rushed in and captured the city. 3 Then all
the oﬃcers of the king of Babylon came
in and sat down at the Middle Gate to decide what they would do to the city. They
included Nergal-Sharezer, Samgar Nebo,
Sarsekim who was one of the chief administrative oﬃcers, Nergal-Sharezer, the
king’s advisor, and many other oﬃcials.
4

When King Zedekiah and all his soldiers realized that the army of Babylonia
had broken into the city, they ﬂed. They
waited until it was dark. Then they went
out of the city through the king’s garden,
through the gate that was between the two
walls. Then they started running toward
the plain along the Jordan.
5

But the soldiers from Babylonia pursued the king, and they caught him on
the plains near Jericho. They took him to
the king of Babylon, who was at Riblah in
the Hamath. There Nebuchadnezzar told
his soldiers what they should do to punish Zedekiah. 6 They forced Zedekiah to
watch while they killed his sons and all the
oﬃcials from Judah. 7 Then they gouged
out Zedekiah’s eyes. They fastened him
with bronze chains and took him to Babylon.
8

Meanwhile, the Babylonian army
burned the palace and all the other build28
So Jeremiah remained being guarded ings in Jerusalem. And they tore down the
in the courtyard of the palace, until the city walls. 9 Then Nebuzaradan, the capday that the army of Babylonia captured tain of the king’s bodyguards, forced to go
Jerusalem.
to Babylon most of the other people who
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remained in the city and the Jews who
had joined the soldiers of Babylonia. 10
But he allowed some of the very poor people to remain in Judah, and he gave them
vineyards and ﬁelds to take care of.
11

King Nebuchadnezzar had previously
told the captain of the guard, Nebuzaradan to ﬁnd Jeremiah. He said, 12
“Make sure that no one harms him. Take
care of him, and do for him whatever he
requests you to do.” 13 So he and Nebushazban, who was one of their chief oﬃcers, and Nergal-Sharezer the king’s advisor, and other oﬃcers of the king of Babylon 14 sent some men to bring Jeremiah
out of the courtyard outside of the palace.
They took him to Gedaliah who was the
son of Ahikam and grandson of Shaphan.
Then Gedaliah took Jeremiah to his home,
and he stayed in Judah among his own
people who had been allowed to remain
there.
15

But while Jeremiah was still being
guarded in the palace courtyard, Yahweh
gave him this message: 16 ”Say this to
Ebed-Melek, the oﬃcial from Ethiopia:
’This is what Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, the God whom Israel worships, says: I will do to this city everything
that I said that I would do. Everthing I
told you would be done, and you will see
it with your own eyes. 17 But I promise to
rescue you from the people you are afraid
of. This is what I, Yahweh, have promised
to you! 18 You trusted me, so I will save
you. You will not be killed by our enemies’
swords. You will live. That will surely happen, because I, Yahweh, have said it.’”

planned to take them to Babylon. So
they fastened chains around their wrists
and took them to Ramah, a town north
of Jerusalem. While they were there,
Jeremiah was released. This is how it happened: 2 Nebuzaradan, the captain of the
king’s guards, found that Jeremiah was
there. He summoned Jeremiah and said
to him, ”Yahweh your God said that he
would cause this land to experience a disaster. 3 And now he has caused it to happen. He has done just what he said that
he would do, because you people sinned
against Yahweh and refused to obey him.
4
But today I am going to take the chains
off your wrists and release you. If you
want to come with me to Babylon, that
will be ﬁne. I will take care of you. But
if you do not want to come with me, do
not come. Stay here. Look, the entire
country is available; you can choose whatever part you want to go to. You can go
wherever you think it is best.” Then he
took the chains off Jeremiah’s wrists. 5
He said, “If you decide to stay here, go to
Gedaliah. The king of Babylon appointed
him to be the governor of Judah. You will
be allowed to stay here with the people
that he is governing. But you can do whatever you want to.”
Then Nebuzaradan gave Jeremiah some
food and some money, and he allowed
him to go.
6

He returned to Gedaliah at Mizpah, and
he stayed in Judah with the people who
still remained in the land.
7

The Israelite soldiers who had not surrendered to the army of Babylonia were
roaming around in the countryside. Then
their leaders heard someone say that the
king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah
to be the governor of the very poor peo1
The soldiers from Babylonia captured ple who were still in Judah, who had not
Jeremiah and many other people from been taken to Babylon. 8 So they went to
Jerusalem and other places in Judah. They talk to Gedaliah at Mizpah. Those who

Chapter 40
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went included Ishmael son of Nethaniah,
Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah,
Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, the sons of
Ephai from Netophath, and Jezaniah from
Maacah, and the soldiers who were with
9
them.
Gedaliah solemnly promised
that the soldiers from Babylonia would
not harm them. He said, ”Do not be afraid
to do things for them. Stay here in this
land and do things for the king of Babylon.
If you do that, things will go well for you.
10
As for me, I will stay here at Mizpah
to be your representative to the oﬃcials
from Babylonia who come to talk with us.
But you should return to your towns, and
eat the things that are produced on your
land. Harvest the grapes and the fruit that
ripens in the summer and the olives, make
wine and olive oil, and store it.”
11

this area? They will be scattered, and the
other people who remain in Judah will all
be killed!”
16

But Gedaliah said to Johanan, “No, I will
not allow you to do that. I think that you
are lying about Ishmael.”

Chapter 41
1

Ishmael son of Nethaniah was a member of the king’s family. He had been
one of King Zedekiah’s important oﬃcials.
In the seventh month of that year, he
went to Mizpah with ten other men to talk
with Gedaliah. While they were eating together, 2 Ishmael and the other ten men
jumped up, and with their swords they
killed Gedaliah—the man whom the king
of Babylon had appointed to be their governor! 3 Ishmael and the other men also
killed all the Jews and the Babylonians
who his soldiers found with Gedaliah at
Mizpah.

Then the Jews who had ﬂed to Moab,
Ammon, Edom, and other nearby countries heard people say that the king of
Babylon had allowed a few people to remain in Judah, and that he had appointed
Gedaliah to be their governor. 12 So they
began to return to Judah. They stopped at 4
The next day, before anyone had found
Mizpah to talk with Gedaliah. Then they
5
went to various places in Judea, and they out that Gedaliah had been murdered,
harvested a great amount of grapes and eighty men from Shechem, Shiloh, and
Samaria came to worship at the temple of
summer fruit.
Yahweh in Mizpah. They had shaved off
13
Some time later, Johanan and all the their beards and torn their clothes and cut
other leaders of the Israelite soldiers who themselves to show that they were mournhad not surrendered to the army of Baby- ing. And they had brought grain offerings
lonia came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. 14 They and incense to burn on the altar. 6 Ishsaid to him, “Do you know that Baalis, the mael son of Nethaniah went out of the city
king of the people of Ammon, has sent to meet them, weeping as he went. When
Ishmael son of Nethaniah to assassinate he reached them, he said, “Come and see
you?” But Gedaliah did not believe what what has happened to Gedaliah!”
they said.
7
But as soon as they had all entered the
15
Later Johanan talked with Gedaliah pri- town, Ishmael and his men killed most
vately. He said, “Allow me to go and of them and threw their corpses into a
8
There were only ten of them
murder Ishmael secretly. It would not well.
be good to allow him to come and mur- whom they spared. They were not killed
der you! If you are killed, what will hap- because they promised to Ishmael that
pen to all the Jews who have returned to if he allowed them to remain alive, they
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would bring him lots of wheat and barley and olive oil and honey that they had
hidden. 9 The well where Ishmael’s men
had thrown the corpses of the men whom
they had murdered was the deep well that
King Asa’s men had dug in order that they
would have water in the city if the army of
King Baasha of Israel would surround the
city. Ishmael’s men ﬁlled that well with
corpses.
10

Then Ishmael and his men captured the
king’s daughters and some of the other
people who had been left in Mizpah by
the chief Babylonian guard Nebuzaradan
so that Gedaliah would take care of them.
Ishmael and his men took those people and started back toward the Ammon
area.
11

But Johanan son of Kareah and all the
other leaders of the Israelite soldiers who
had not surrendered to the army of Babylonia heard about what Ishmael son of
Nethaniah and his men had done. 12 So
they immediately went with all their men
to stop them. They caught up with them
at the large pool near the city of Gibeon.
13
When all the people whom Ishmael
and his men had captured saw Johanan
and the soldiers who were with him, they
shouted joyfully. 14 So all those who had
been captured in Mizpah escaped, and
15
But
they started to help Johanan.
Ishmael son of Nethaniah and eight of
his men escaped and ﬂed to the Ammon
area. 16 Then Johanan son of Kareah and
the men who were with him gathered together all the people whom they had rescued at Gibeon. They included soldiers
and women and children and some of the
king’s palace oﬃcials. They were all people whom Ishmael and his men had captured after they had killed Gedaliah. 17
They took them all to Geruth Kimham village near Bethlehem. And they all prepared to go to Egypt. 18 They were wor-

ried about what the soldiers of Babylonia
would do to them when they found out
that Ishmael had killed Gedaliah, who had
been appointed by the king of Babylonia
to be their governor.

Chapter 42
1

Then Johanan son of Kereah and Jezaniah son of Hoshaiah, and all the other
leaders of the Israelite soldiers who had
not surrendered to the army of Babylonia,
and many other people, including those
who were important and those who were
not important, came to me. 2 They said,
”Please listen to our request and pray to
Yahweh our God for all of us. Although we
were previously a huge number of people,
you can see that now we are only a small
number of people who have survived. 3
Pray that Yahweh our God will show us
what we should do and where we should
go.”
4

I replied, “Okay, I will pray to Yahweh
our God, like you have requested, and I
will tell you what he says. I will tell you
everything.”
5

They replied to me, ”We know that Yahweh our God will be a faithful witness
against us if we refuse to do everything
that he tells us to do. 6 We are requesting you to ask Yahweh our God what we
should do. When he replies, we will obey
him, whether we like what he says or not.
We will do that because we know that
things will go well for us if we obey him.”
7

So I prayed to Yahweh, and ten days later
he gave me his reply. 8 So I summoned
Johanan son of Kereah and all the other
leaders of the and all the other people,
including those who were important and
those who were not important. 9 I said to
them, ”You told me to tell Yahweh, the God
of Israel what you were requesting. This
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is what he replied: 10 ’You should stay here
in this land. If you do that, I will cause
your nation to be strong and not be weak.
I will cause you to prosper and not be exiled again. I will stop the disasters that I
made you experience. 11 But do not be
afraid of the king of Babylon anymore, because I will be with you. I will rescue you
from his power. 12 I will be merciful to
you by causing him to act kindly toward
you. So as a result, he will allow you to
stay here in your land.’

told you, ‘Do not go to Egypt.’ So do not forget what I have warned you today. 20 You
made a life-and-death mistake when you
requested me to pray to Yahweh our God
and claimed to be willing to obey everything he said. 21 So today I have told you
exactly what he said, but I know that you
will not obey Yahweh our God now, just
as you have not obeyed him previously. 22
You want to go to Egypt and live there. So
now, you can be sure of this: All of you
will die there. Some of you will be killed
by the swords of your enemies and others
13
But if you refuse to obey Yahweh our
will die from famines or from diseases.”
God, and if you say ’We will not stay here;
14
instead, we will go to Egypt. There
we will not experience any wars, we will
not hear trumpets signaling our soldiers
to prepare for battles, and we will not be
15
Listen now! you people 1 So I ﬁnished telling to the people that
hungry.’
who are left in Judah! Listen to what Yah- message from Yahweh our God. 2 But then
weh, commander of the angel armies, the Johanan son of Kareah and Azariah son
God whom Israel worships, says to you: ’If of Hoshaiah and some other insolent men
you are determined to go to Egypt, and if said to me, ”You are lying! Yahweh our
you go and live there, 16 you will experi- God has not told us that we should not
ence those wars and famines that you are go to Egypt! 3 We think that Baruch son
afraid of, and you will all die there. 17 That of Neriah has urged you to say this, in oris what will happen to all you who are der that if we stay here, the soldiers from
determined to go to Egypt and live there. Babylonia will seize us and kill us or take
Some of you will be killed by the swords us to Babylonia.”
of your enemies, and others of you will 4
So Johanan and the other leaders of the
die from famines and from diseases. None
Judean
soldiers and many of the other
of you will escape the disasters that I will
people who were there refused to obey
bring on you.’
Yahweh’s command to stay in Judah. 5
18
And Yahweh, commander of the angel Johanan and all the other leaders gatharmies, the God whom Israel worships, ered together all the people who had realso says this: ‘Because I was very an- turned from the other countries to which
gry, I severely punished all the people of they had been scattered. 6 They included
Jerusalem. I will do the same things to you men, women, children, the king’s daughwhen you go to Egypt. The result will be ters, and all those whom Nebuzaradan
that people will curse you. They will be had left with Gedaliah, and they also took
horriﬁed about what has happened to you. Baruch and me. 7 They refused to obey
They will make fun of you, and you will Yahweh, and they took us all to Egypt, as
never see this land again.’
far as the city of Tahpanhes.

Chapter 43

19

You little group of people of Judah who 8 While we were at Tachpanches, Yahare still alive, listen to me: Yahweh has weh gave me another message. He said,
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9

”While the people of Judah are watching you, take some large rocks and bury
them under the brick pavement at the entrance to the king’s palace there at Tachpanches. 10 Then say to the people of Judah, ’This is what Yahweh, commander
of the angel armies, the God whom Israel
worships, says: ”I will summon Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, who does my
work, to come with his army to Egypt. I
will set up his throne over these stones
that I told Jeremiah to bury. And Nebuchadnezzar will set up his tent there to
show that he has become the king of Egypt.
11
When his army comes, they will attack
Egypt. Then those will die who I have determined must die, those who I have determined must be captured will be captured, and those who I have determined
must be killed by swords will be killed
by swords. 12 Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers
will burn down the temples of the gods
of Egypt and take away their idols as souvenirs. His troops will clean Egypt like a
shepherd cleans lice from his cloak and
leave without having been harmed. 13
But before they leave, they will have torn
down the pillars that are in the temple of
their sun god and burned all of the temple
of the false Egyptian gods.“”’

Chapter 44
1

This is the message that Yahweh gave
me concerning the Judeans who were living in northern Egypt—in Migdol, Tachpanches, and Memphis—and in the region
of Pathros in southern Egypt: 2 ”This is
what I, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, the God whom Israel worships, say: You saw the disaster that I
caused the people in Jerusalem and the
other towns in Judah to experience. Those
towns are now ruined and deserted. 3
That happened because I was extremely

angry with them on account of their being very wicked. They burned incense
to other gods and worshiped them. They
were gods that you previously did not
know about, and your ancestors also did
4
not know about them.
Many times
I sent my prophets who served me, to
say to them, ‘Do not do those abominable
things that I hate!’ 5 But my people would
not pay any attention to what I said to
them. They would not turn away from
their wicked behavior, or stop burning
incense to worship other gods. 6 So I
poured out the consequences of my great
anger on them. My punishment fell on
the streets of Jerusalem and on the other
towns in Judah like a ﬁre. It caused those
towns to be ruined and deserted, and they
are still like that.
7

So now I, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, the God whom Israel worships,
ask you: Why are you causing yourselves
to experience these disasters? Do you not
realize that because of what you are doing, soon there will be no more men or
women or children or infants left among
you who have come here to Egypt from Judah? 8 Why are you provoking me and
causing me to be very angry by burning
incense to the idols that you have made
here in Egypt? If you continue doing this,
you will destroy yourselves, and you will
cause yourselves to be people whom all
the nations on the earth will curse and
9
Have you forgotten how I
despise.
punished your ancestors for the wicked
things that they did, and how I punished
the kings and queens of Judah for what
they did, and you and your wives for the
sins that you committed in the streets of
Jerusalem and the other towns in Judah?
10
Up until this day you have not humbled
yourselves or revered me. You have not
obeyed the laws and decrees that I gave
to you and your ancestors.
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11

Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, the God
whom Israel worships, say: I am determined to cause all of you to experience disasters and to get rid of everyone in Judah.
12
You people from Judah who have survived were determined to come and live
here in Egypt. So I will get rid of all of you
here in Egypt. Every one of you will die,
including those who are important and
those who are not important. Some of you
will be killed by your enemies’ swords,
some will die from famines. You will become people whom others curse, be horriﬁed about, and make fun of. 13 I will
punish you here in Egypt like I punished
others in Jerusalem, some of whom were
killed by their enemies’ swords and some
of whom died from famines or diseases.
14
None of you people who came from Judah and now live in Egypt, none of you
will be successful in any attempt to escape
from Egypt, you will not grow in numbers
while you live in Egypt, and you will not
be able to return to Judah, even though
you desire to return to Judah, you will not
be able to go back there to live and make
your homes. None of you will be able to
return to Judah, except only a very small
number of you who will be able able to escape from Egypt and to return Judah and
live there.”
15

Then a large group of the people who
had started to live in northern Egypt and
southern Egypt, including all the men who
knew that their wives had been burning
incense to other gods, and all the women
who were standing there, said this to me:
16
”You are saying that Yahweh gave messages to you, but we will not pay any attention to your messages! 17 We will certainly
do everything that we said that we would
do. We will burn incense to worship our
goddess Asherah, the Queen of Heaven,
and we will pour out offerings of wine to
her, just like we and our ancestors and

our kings and their oﬃcials have always
done in the streets of Jerusalem and in the
other towns in Judah. At that time, we had
plenty of food, and we were prosperous
and we did not have any troubles. 18 But
ever since we stopped burning incense to
the Queen of Heaven and giving her offerings of wine, we have had many troubles,
and some of our people have been killed
by our enemies or died from hunger.”
19

And the women said, “Furthermore, we
burned incense and poured out wine offerings to the Queen of Heaven, and we
also made small cakes that resembled her
idol, to offer to her, and we poured drinks
to honor her. But our husbands certainly
knew about and approved of what we
were doing!”
20

Then I said to all the men and women
who had answered me, 21 ”Do not think
that Yahweh did not know that you and
your ancestors and your kings and their
oﬃcials and all the other people in Judah
were burning incense to worship idols in
the streets of Jerusalem and in the other
22
towns in Judah! He knew about it!
It was because Yahweh could no longer
endure your wicked actions and the detestable things that you were doing that
he caused your land to be a place whose
name people say when they curse someone, a land that is ruined and which has
no one living in it. And your land is still
like that. 23 It is because you burned
incense to worship idols and committed
other sins against Yahweh that you experienced all those disasters. It is because you
have not obeyed him or obeyed his laws
and decrees and commandments.”
24

Then Jeremiah said to all of them, including the women, ”All you people of Judah who are here in Egypt, listen to this
message from Yahweh. 25 This is what
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
the God whom Israel worships, says to
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you men: ‘You and your wives have said
that you would continue to do what you
promised, to burn incense and pour out
wine to the goddess whom you call the
Queen of Heaven. And you have proved
by your actions that you intend to continue to do that. So go ahead and continue
doing what you have promised to do for
her.’

Baruch son of Neriah wrote down all the
messages that the prophet Jeremiah had
dictated. Jeremiah gave a message and
he said, 2 ”Baruch, Yahweh, the God of Israel, has a message for you. 3 You have
said, ‘Terrible things are happening to me!
I have endured much pain already. And
now Yahweh is causing me to be very sad,
in addition to my having pain. I am exhausted from my groaning, and I am un26
But now, all you people from Judah who
able to rest!’
are now living here in Egypt, listen to this
message from Yahweh. He says, ’I have 4 But Baruch, this is what Yahweh says: ’I
solemnly declared, using my great name, will destroy this nation that I established.
that soon none of you people from Judah This nation is like a tree that I planted and
who are here in Egypt will ever again use that I will now pull up with its roots. I
my name. There will be none of you who, will do this everywhere in the world. 5 So,
when you solemnly promise to do some- should you desire that people do things to
thing, will ever again say, “I will do it as honor you in a special way? Do not desire
surely as Yahweh lives.” 27 Because I will that. It is true that I will cause all these
be watching over you, not to cause good people to experience a great disaster, but
things to happen to you but to cause things wherever you go, I will protect you, and
to happen that will harm you. Almost you will not be killed.’”
everyone from Judah who is now here
in Egypt will be killed by their enemies’
swords or die from famine until almost all
of you have come to an end. 28 Only a very
few of you will not die by the sword and 1
These are messages that Yahweh gave to
will return to Judah. When that happens,
the prophet Jeremiah about other nations.
all those who came to Egypt will ﬁnd out
2
After Jehoiakim son of King Josiah, had
whose words were true, theirs or mine.’
been ruling Judah for almost four years,
29
And Yahweh also says, ’I will do some- this message about Egypt was given to
thing that will prove to you that every- me by Yahweh. It was when the army of
thing that I have said will happen, and King Necho of Egypt was defeated by the
that I will punish you here in this place. 30 army of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
I will cause Hophra, the king of Egypt, to at Carchemish by the Euphrates River.
be captured by his enemies who want to
kill him, just like I caused King Zedekiah This is what Yahweh said: ”The oﬃcers
of Judah to be captured by the soldiers of of the army of Egypt are saying to their
troops,
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.’”
3
’Prepare your small and large shields

Chapter 46

and march out to ﬁght the battle!

Chapter 45

4

1

After Jehoiakim son of King Josiah had
been ruling Judah for almost four years,
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put on your helmets.

who shoot arrows,

Sharpen your spears,

you come!

and put on your armor!’

10

But, you need to know that this is
the day when I, Yahweh, commander of
5
But what do I see?
the angel armies, will get revenge on my
I see that the soldiers of Egypt will be enemies.
terriﬁed and will be ﬂeeing.
With my sword I will kill my enemies
Even the bravest of their soldiers will until I am satisﬁed;
be running away,
my sword will be like a monster that
without even looking backward!
drinks the blood of the animals it kills unI, Yahweh, say that their soldiers will be til it is no longer thirsty.
terriﬁed on all sides!

The enemy soldiers who will be killed
in
the
north beside the Euphrates River
Even the fastest runners will try to run
away,
will be like a sacriﬁce to me, the Lord
Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies.
but even the greatest of their warriors
11
will not escape.
You innocent people of Egypt,
In the north, by the Euphrates River,
go up to the region of Gilead to obtain
6

they will stumble and fall.

medicine;

but it will be useless to take all those
What group is this that will be covering
medicines;
the land
7

you will not be healed.
like the water of the Nile River covers the land when it ﬂoods and its waves
12
People in the other nations hear how
surge?
you were humiliated.
8
The kingdom of Egypt rises and falls
People all over the earth hear you
like the Nile that surging with a ﬂood wailing.
of water,
Your mighty warriors stumble over
and Egypt will boast that they will cover each other
the earth
and they all fall down together.”

and will destroy cities and the people 13 Then Yahweh gave to the prophet
who live in them.
Jeremiah this message about King Neb9
You riders of horses, charge into the uchadnezzar when he planned to attack
Egypt with his army:
battle!
14
”Shout this message throughout
You drivers of chariots, drive furiously
Egypt!
like a crazy person!

Proclaim it in the cities of Migdol,
All you warriors from Ethiopia and
Memphis, and Tahpenes!
Libya
’Get into your positions for the battle;

who carry your shields,
you warriors from Lydia

Prepare to defend yourselves,
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because everyone around you will be
killed.’

like a horseﬂy bites a cow.
21

The mercenaries that Egypt has hired
are
like
fat calves because of the EgypWhy do those whose strength you
tians’ money;
trust fall down?
15

They cannot stand up,
down.

because Yahweh will knock them

but they also will turn around and
run away;
they will not stand there and ﬁght,

because it will be a day when there
The soldiers from other countries will
will be a great disaster for Egypt,
stumble and fall over each other,
16

and then they will say to each other,
”Let us get up and go back to our own
people, to our own land.

a day when their people will be greatly
punished.
22

as silently as a snake slithers away.

Let us get away from the swords of
our enemies!”
17

The army of the enemy will advance;

There in Egypt they will say,
axes

”The king of Egypt talks loudly,

The soldiers of Egypt will run away,

but when our army had an opportunity to defeat our enemies, they failed.”

they will march along carrying their
like men who cut down trees.

23

I, Yahweh, say that they will kill the
soldiers
of Egypt
I, the King, who is called Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
as though they were cutting down a
forest of trees,
say this:
18

because the enemy soldiers will be as
’As surely as I live, an army is coming
numerous as a swarm of locusts.
to ﬁght against the army of Egypt.
24
The people of Egypt will be humiliThey will be extremely powerful,
ated;
as though they were as tall as Tabor
they will be conquered by people from
Hill,
the northeast.’
or as high as Mount Carmel, close to 25
I, Yahweh, commander of the angel
the Mediterranean Sea.
armies, the God whom Israel worships,
19
All you people who live in Egypt,
say, ’I will punish Amon, the god whom
pack your possessions and prepare to the people of the city of Thebes worship,
and all the other gods in Egypt. I will punbe exiled.
ish the king of Egypt and all those who
Memphis will be destroyed;
trust in him. 26 I will cause them to be
it will become a ruin, and no people captured by those who want to kill them—
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and
will be living there.
his army oﬃcers. But many years later,
20
Egypt is like a beautiful young cow,
people will live in Egypt again. That will
but a powerful king from the north- surely happen because I, Yahweh, have
east is surely coming to attack it
said it.’
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27

me,

But you people of Israel who serve

People will scream out for help;
and everyone in the land will wail in
mourning.

do not be at all dismayed now,

3
because some day I will bring you back
They will hear the sound of the hooves
from distant places;
of the enemy horses,

I will bring your descendants from
and they will hear the rumble of the
the land to which they were exiled.
wheels of their enemies’ chariots.
Then you Israelite people will again
live peacefully and safely,

Men will run away;

they will not stop to help their own
and there will not be any nation to children but
cause you to be terriﬁed.
will be completely weak and helpless
28
I, Yahweh, say to you people of Israel .
who serve me,
4
It will be the time for all the people of
’Do not be afraid,
Philistia to be destroyed,
because I will be with you.

and the time to stop the remaining
soldiers
from being able to help the people
I will completely destroy the nations
living in the cities of Tyre and Sidon.
among whom I have scattered you,
I, Yahweh, will destroy the people of
but I will not completely get rid of
Philistia,
you.

those whose ancestors long ago came
I will punish you, but I will punish you
from
Island of Crete.
only as severely as you deserve:
5
The people of Gaza will be humiliated;
it would be wrong if I did not punish
you at all.’”

they will shave off all the hair on their
heads to indicate that they are ashamed.

Chapter 47

The people of the city of Ashkelon will
all be silent because they will be mourning.

1

Yahweh gave to the prophet Jeremiah a
All you people who live along the
message about the people of Philistia. The coast of the Mediterranean Sea who are
message was given to him before the city still alive,
of Gaza in Philistia was captured by the
how long will you gash yourselves
army of Egypt.
because you are mourning?”
2
This is what Yahweh said:
6
The people of Philistia say, ”Yahweh,
”An army will be coming from the north- when will you tell our enemies to stop
east
killing us with their swords?
that will cover the land like a ﬂood.
Tell them to put them back into their
They will destroy the land and every- sheaths and allow them to stay there!”
thing in it;
7
But it would not be right for their
swords to stay there,
they will destroy people and cities.
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because Yahweh has commanded
They were so very sad because their
their enemies to do something more;
town was completely destroyed.
Yahweh intends to tell them to attack all
the people living in Ashkelon and in other
cities along the coast.

Chapter 48

6

Someone will say to them, ’Flee!
Hide in the desert!’

7

But you trusted that because you were
rich and powerful, you would be safe;
so you will be captured.

Your god Chemosh and all his priests
1
This is a message about Moab. Yahweh, and oﬃcials
commander of the angel armies, the God
will be taken away to distant lands.
whom Israel worships, says,
8
All the towns in Moab will be de”Terrible things will happen to the city stroyed;
of Nebo;
none of them will escape.
it will soon be ruined.
Towns in the valleys and on the plateau
the city of Kiriathaim will be put to will all be destroyed,
shame. It is taken!
because Yahweh has said that is what
The defended fortress will be ruined, will happen.
and its people will become ashamed.
9
Someone should help all the people in
2
No one will boast about Moab again; Moab to run away,
so that their land will be empty,

the enemies of Moab will plan to destroy the capital city, Heshbon.

so that no one will live in it any
They will say, ‘Come, let us cause longer.”
10
Moab to no longer be a nation.’
May Yahweh punish anyone who will
You also, You Madmen! you also will be not eagerly do what he desires;
silenced;
may he curse anyone who refrains
from
using
his sword to kill the people in
enemy armies will pursue you to kill
Moab.
you.
11
3
The people of Moab have always felt
Listen to the people of Horonaim
secure;
screaming;
they will be wailing because their
town was completely destroyed .
4

All of Moab will be ruined;
even the little children will cry loudly.

5

they have never been exiled.
They are like wine that has been left
undisturbed in a container for many days
to give it good ﬂavor,

They will cry bitterly

so now it is smells good,
and it tastes good.

as they climb up Luhith hill.

12

But Yahweh says that there will be a
Others will wail on the road down to time when he will send enemies to attack
Horonaim.
them;
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they will get rid of the people of Moab
like people pour out wine on the ground

“What has happened there?”
20

and then smash the wine jar.

They will reply,

“Moab is ruined and we are disgraced!”
Then the people of Moab will be
ashamed of their god Chemosh that they
So weep and wail .
had trusted in, because it did not help
Proclaim to Amon that Moab has been
them,
destroyed.
like the Israelite people were ashamed
21
Yahweh is punishing the towns of
because their gold statue of a calf was
Moab that are on the plateau:
smashed at Bethel.
Holon and Jahaz and Mephaath,
14
The soldiers of Moab previously said,
22
Dibon and Nebo and Beth Diblath”We are warriors;
aim,
we have fought bravely in battles!”
23
Kiriathaim and Beth Gamul and
15
But now our king, who is called Yah- Beth Meon,
weh, commander of the angel armies, says
24
Kerioth and Bozrah.
that the country of Moab and all the towns
in it will be destroyed.
He is punishing cities that are near
Their ﬁne young men will all be slaugh- each other and towns that are far away
from each other.
tered.
13

16

25

Moab will very soon be destroyed.
They will soon experience disaster.

Yahweh says, ”The power of Moab
will be ﬁnished;

it is as though it will have a broken
You people who live in nations near arm.
Moab,
26
You people of Moab thought you were
powerful enough to rebel against me, Yahwho know that it is very famous,
weh;
should mourn for Moab,
so now I will cause you all to stagger
and say, “Its glorious power is comlike drunken people.
pletely ended .”
You people of Moab will wallow in your
18
You people of the city of Dibon, stop own vomit
being proud because of being honored,
and be ridiculed.
and sit in the dust where you will
27
Did you not ridicule the people of Isthirst for water,
rael?
because those who will destroy other
Did you think they were nothing but
places in Moab will attack your city
thieves,
and destroy your fortiﬁcations.
so that you shook your head at them
19
You people of the city of Aroer,
with scorn,
17

stand along the road and watch.

and despised them every time you spoke
Shout to the men and women who will about them?
28
You people who live in Moab,
be ﬂeeing from Moab,
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you should abandon your towns and
Even the water in the stream of Nimrim
go and live in caves.
will be dried up.
35
Be like pigeons that make their nests in
I, Yahweh, say that I will get rid of the
the entrances of caves.”
people who offer sacriﬁces on the hilltops,
29

We have all heard that the people of
Moab are very proud;

thos who burn incense to their gods.
36

I moan for the people of Moab and
they are extremely proud and con- Kir Hareseth
ceited.
like someone playing a funeral song
30
But Yahweh says, ”I know about that, on a ﬂute,
but it is useless for them to boast
because all their wealth will disappear.
because it will accomplish nothing.
31

37

So now I will wail for Moab;
I will cry about all its people.

I will moan for the men of the city of
Kir Hareseth, the old capital of Moab.
32

The men will shave their heads and
their beards to show that they are mourning.
They all will slash their hands and
wear rough cloth around their waists.

You people of the city of Sibmah, you
38
In every home and in the town
have many vineyards, and I will be sad
plazas in Moab there will be people who
when they are destroyed.
are mourning,
It is as though the branches of your
because I will have destroyed Moab
vines extend across the Dead Sea to the
city of Jazer, but the enemies of Moab will
like someone smashes an old jar that
take your grapes and wine from you!
no one wants anymore.
33

39
But no one will be joyful or happy in
Moab will be completely shattered
Moab now;
with terror!

your fruit and grapes that ripen in
And you will hear the people wailing
the summer will soon be destroyed.
loudly!
There will be no grape juice coming
from the winepresses,
so there will be no wine.
People will not shout joyfully

They will be disgraced.
Moab will become a nation that people
ridicule.
The people in nearby countries will
be horriﬁed about what has happened
there.

as they tread on the grapes;
people will shout,
but they will not be shouting joyfully.

40

This is what I, Yahweh, say:

’Look! Their enemies will be swooping
Instead, the sound of their wailing
down over Moab
will rise from the city of Heshbon to the
like an eagle swoops down to seize an
town of Elealeh and the village of Jahaz,
animal.
from the city of Zoar as far as the town
41
Its cities will be captured,
of Horonaim Eglath Shelishiyah.
34
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Chapter 49

its fortresses will be seized.
Even their warriors will be afraid,
birth.
42

like a woman who is about to give

Moab boasted against me, Yahweh,

1

This message is about the people who descended from Ammon. This is what Yahweh says:
”There are plenty of Israelite people left

so it will be destroyed.

to occupy the land of the tribe of Gad.
I, Yahweh, say that you people of
So, why are the people who worship the
Moab will be terriﬁed, and fall into pits
god Molech living in those towns?
and traps.
2
There will be a time when I will sound
44
Those who are terriﬁed and try to run the battle cry
away will fall into deep pits.
for their enemies to attack their capiWhoever climbs out of a pit will be tal city, Rabbah.
caught in a trap,
Then it will become a heap of ruins,
because I will punish them at the time
and all the nearby towns will be
that I have appointed.’
burned.
45
The people will ﬂee as far as the city
Then the people of Israel will again posof Heshbon,
sess the land
but they will not be able to go any
that the people of Ammon took away
further,
from them.
because a ﬁre will burn in Heshbon,
3
You people of the city of Heshbon, wail,
43

which is the city where King Sihon
lived long ago,
and it will burn up all the people in
Moab
who noisily boasted very much.

because the city of Ai will be destroyed.
You women in the city of Rabbah, weep;
put on rough clothing to show you
are mourning;

run back and forth in confusion inside
You people of Moab, terrible things the city walls,
will happen to you!
because your god Molech, along with
46

You people who worship your god its priests and oﬃcials, will be taken away
in exile.
Chemosh, you will be destroyed.
4
Why do you brag about your valleys,
Your sons and your daughters will be
captured and taken away to other counyour valleys that are so fruitful, you
tries.
faithless daughter?
47
But some day, I will enable the people
You think that your wealth will bring
of Moab to return to their land again.
you protection against your enemies

That will surely happen because I,
and so you dare to ask, ”Who is there
Yahweh, have said it.”
who can come against me?’
5
But listen to this: I, Yahweh, commanThat is the end of what Jeremiah propheder of the angel armies,
sied about Moab.
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11

will cause you to become terriﬁed.

Leave behind the orphans because I
will take care of them,

You will all be forced to ﬂee to other
countries from the enemies all around
and the widows also will be able to
you,
depend on me to help them.”
and no one will be able to bring you 12 And this is also what Yahweh says: ”If
together again.
those who do not deserve to suffer must
6
But some day I will enable the Am- suffer, you people of Edom must suffer
much more! You will not escape being
monite people to return to their land.
punished. 13 I, Yahweh, have solemnly
That will surely happen, because I, promised, using my own name, that your
Yahweh, have said it.”
chief city Bozrah will become a place that
7
This message is about the people of people will be horriﬁed about. It will be a
Edom. This is what Yahweh, commander heap of ruins. People will make fun of it
and use its name when they curse people.
of the angel armies, says:
All the nearby towns and villages will be
”It seems that there are no longer any ruined forever.”
wise people in Teman district in Edom!
14
I heard this message from Yahweh:
There are no people left who can give
”I have sent an ambassador to many
others good advice.
nations,
The people who were wise have disto tell them to gather together to attack
appeared.
Edom.
8
You people of the city of Dedan, in the
They must prepare for battle!”
south of Edom,
turn and ﬂee and hide in deep caves,

15

And Yahweh says to the people of Edom,

”I will cause your nation to become very
because I am causing disaster to happen
unimportant
among the other nations.
to all the people of Edom,
They will all despise your country.

I will punish you!
9

16

You have caused people of other nations to be terriﬁed,

Those who harvest grapes
always leave some on the vines.

and you have been very proud,

When thieves come at night,
they surely steal only as much as they
want.

but you have deceived yourselves.
You live in caves in the rock cliffs;

you think that you are safe there beBut I will cause everything in Edom
to be destroyed, and there will be nothing cause you live high up there.
left,
But even if you make your homes as
and there will be no place for people high up as the eagles’ nests,
to hide.
I will cause you to come crashing
Many of the children, their relatives and down.
their neighbors, will die,
17
Edom will become a place about
which people are horriﬁed;
and Edom will not exist anymore.
10
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people who pass by will be horriﬁed 23 This message is about Damascus. This
and will gasp
is what Yahweh says:
”The people in the nearby cities of
Hamath and Arpad are will be ashamed,

when they see the destruction.
18

Edom will be destroyed as completely
because they have heard bad news
as Sodom and Gomorrah and the nearby
about
Damascus.
towns were destroyed long ago.
As a result, no one—not a single
person—will live there anymore.

They are very anxious and restless,
like a sea in a big storm.

19

24
I will come to Edom suddenly as a
The people of Damascus have become
lion comes out of the jungle
very weak,

and leaps on sheep that are eating in
and they all have panicked and run
good pastures.
away in terror.
I will quickly chase the people of Edom
from their land.

The people are anguished and in pain

like a woman experiences who is
about
to
give birth.
And then I will appoint for them a
leader whom I will choose;
25
But even now the people of that faI can do that because there is no one mous city have not yet abandoned it. That
was the city that gave me joy.
like me who can object to what I do.
26

Its young men will fall in the streets.

Listen to what I have planned to do to
the people of Teman and the rest of Edom: day.

Its soldiers will all be killed in one

No ruler can oppose me.
20

27
And I, Yahweh, commander of the
even the little children will be dragged
angel
armies,
will start a ﬁre to burn the
away,
walls that surround Damascus,
and I will completely get rid of the
and the palaces of King Ben Hadad
people who live there.
will be burned down.”
21
When Edom is destroyed, the noise 28
This is a message about the Kedar peowill be extremely great,
ple and the kingdom of Hazor that Nebwith the result that the earth will uchadnezzar the king of Babylon is attackshake,
ing. This is what Yahweh said:
and the wailing of the people will be
”I will cause an army to advance to atheard as far away as the Sea of Reeds.
tack Kedar
22
Look! The enemy troops will swoop
and destroy those people who live
down over Bozrah
east of Judah.
29
like an eagle spreads its wings when
Enemies will capture their tents and
it swoops down to seize an animal.
their ﬂocks of sheep.

On that day, even the strongest warriors
They will take away the curtains of
of Edom will be afraid
their tents, their camels, and all of their
like a woman who is about to give other possessions.
Everywhere men will shout,

birth.”
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‘We are terriﬁed because terrible
The people of Elam will be exiled to evthings are happening all around us!’
ery nation on the earth.
30

So I, Yahweh, say, ’Run away quickly!

You people who live in Hazor, go and
hide in deep caves,
because King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon wants to attack you with his army;
he is planning to destroy you!’

37

Because I am very angry with the people of Elam,
I will enable their enemies to smash
Elam;
I will cause the people of Elam to
experience great disasters.

I will enable their enemies, who want
to kill them, to pursue them and kill them
’Go up and attack that nation whose with swords
people feel secure;
until I completely get rid of all of them.
they do not have allies who will help
38
I, Yahweh, will judge them there ,
them and do not have walls with gates
and then I will get rid of their king
that have bars in them.
and
his
oﬃcials.
32
Your troops will seize their camels
39
But some day, I will enable the people
and other livestock.
of Elam to return to their land.
I will scatter in every direction those
That will surely happen because I,
people who will be in great mourning .
Yahweh, have said it.”
I will bring disasters to them from every
direction.
31

But I say to Nebuchadnezzar,

33

Hazor will become a place where jackals live,
and it will be deserted forever.

Chapter 50
1

Yahweh gave to Jeremiah the prophet a
message about Babylon and the country of
Babylonia.

No one will live there again;
no people will settle there. ’”
34

The prophet Jeremiah received this message from Yahweh when King Zedekiah
was starting to rule Judah.

2

This is what Yahweh says:

35

This is what Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, says:

”Proclaim a message among the nations;
do not withhold any of it;
raise up a signal ﬂag

to announce that Babylon will be cap”The men of Elam are famous archers; tured.

that is how they have made their
Its chief god Marduk, whose other name
country very powerful.
is Bel, will be completely disgraced,
But I will get rid of them .

and all the other statues and idols will
36
I will bring their enemies from every be shattered.
3
direction
The army of a nation will come from
and they will scatter the people of the north to attack Babylon

and destroy the city very thoroughly,

Elam in all of those directions.
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8
with the result that no one will live there
But now, I say to the leaders of my
again.
people, ’Depart from Babylon!

away.”

Both people and animals will run

Leave the land of Babylonia!

Act like male goats that go in front of
”But I, Yahweh, say that in the future, the rest of the ﬂock;
when that is about to happen,
lead my people back to their own land.
the people of Israel and the people of
9
Do that because I am going to gather
Judah will join together.
an army of great nations to the north of
They will be weeping
Babylon.
4

and wanting to worship me, their God.

They will join together to attack Baby5
They will inquire about the road to lon and will capture it.
Jerusalem,
Their arrows will be like skilled warriors
and then they will start traveling to-

ward it.

that always hit what they are aiming

at.

They will say to each other,

10

‘We must return to Yahweh again!’

Babylonia will be conquered,

and those who conquer it will take
They will make an everlasting agreeaway
everything
they want.
ment with me that they will never forget.
6
That will surely happen because I,
My people have been like lost sheep.
Yahweh, have said it.’”
Their leaders have caused them to
11
”You people of Babylon who plunabandon me
dered my chosen people,
like shepherds who have allowed their
now you are very happy.
sheep to wander in the hills and mountains.
You run around joyfully like a calf in a
meadow,

My people are like sheep

and are happy like stallions are happy
that do not know the path to return
when they are neighing.
to the sheepfold.
12
But soon your people will be very disAll their enemies who found them atgraced
as a result of being conquered.
tacked them.
7

Your country will be the most insignifThey said, ’We did not sin by attacking
icant nation;
them,
because they sinned against Yahweh;
he is the one who provides what they
need;
he is the one to whom they should have
remained faithful;
he is the one whom their ancestors
conﬁdently expected to help them.’

it will be a wilderness, a dry land and
a desert plain.
13

Because I, Yahweh, am angry with
you people of Babylon,
I will cause your city to become completely deserted.
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and will gasp because of the destruc- 18 So this is what I, Yahweh, commander
tion there.
of the angel armies, the God whom Israel
worships, say:
14
All you nations that surround Baby’Now I will punish the king of Babylon
lon,
and the people of his land,
prepare to attack it!
like I punished the king of Assyria.
Tell your archers to shoot at their ene19
And I will bring the people of Israel
mies;
back to their own land
shoot all of your arrows at them and
where they will eat the food that grows
do not hold back,
in the ﬁelds of the regions of Carmel and
because the people of Babylon have Bashan,
sinned against me, Yahweh.
and the people in the hill areas of
15
Shout victorious war cries against Ephraim and Gilead will have all they
Babylon from all sides of the city.
want to eat.
The soldiers of Babylon will surren-

20

At that time, there will not be people
in Israel and in Judah who are still guilty
the towers and walls will be torn for having sinned ,
down.
because I will forgive the small group
It is I, Yahweh, who will be getting re- of people whom I enable to still be alive.’”
der;

venge on the people of Babylon,

21

and I will use you to get revenge.
Do to the people of Babylon what they
have done to others!
16

Take away from Babylon those who
plant crops
and those who reap the harvests!

”So, I, Yahweh, say to the enemies of
Babylonia, ’Attack the people who live in
the region of Merathaim

and the people in the region of Pekod
of Babylonia.
Pursue them to kill them, and completely get rid of every single one of them,
as I have commanded you to do.

Because of the swords carried by those
22
Shout your battle cries throughout
who will attack Babylon,
the land;
the people in Babylon who have come
shout when you are causing great
from other countries
destruction.
23
should all run away; they should go
The army of Babylon is like the most
back to their own countries.”
powerful hammer on the earth,
17

”The Israelite people are like sheep

but it will be completely shattered.

that have been scattered by lions.

Babylon, one of the nations, will be a
First the army of the king of Assyria complete ruin.’
24
defeated them.
You people of Babylon, listen,
Then the army of King Nebuchadnezbecause I have set a trap for you withzar of Babylon smashed them.
out your awareness;
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you will be caught in that trap,

because they have deﬁed me, the Holy
One of the Israelite people.

because you fought against me.

30
The young men of Babylon will fall in
It is as though I have opened the place
the streets;
where I store my weapons,
all their soldiers will be killed in one
and I have brought out all the weapons
day. This will happen because I, Yahweh,
to use against the people with whom have declared it!
I am angry.
31
I, Yahweh, commander of the angel
I, Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, say this:
armies, have a lot of work to do
’You arrogant people,
to punish the people of Babylonia.
it is now the time;
26
So, you enemies of Babylonia, come
it is the day when I will punish you.
from distant lands and attack it.
32
Your land is full of proud people,
Break open the places where they
25

store the grain,

but you will stumble and fall,

and pile up the rubble like heaps of
grain.
Destroy everything completely;

and no one will lift you up again.
I will light a ﬁre in the cities of Babylonia

do not leave anything that is not dethat will burn up everything that is
stroyed.
nearby.’
27
Destroy all the young warriors who 33 I, Yahweh, commander of the angel
are as strong as bulls;
armies, also say this:
take them to where you will slaughter
’The people of Israel and Judah were
them.
oppressed;
It will be terrible for them,
those who captured them guarded
because it will be time for them to be them carefully and would not allow them
to leave Babylon.
punished.

34
But Yahweh is strong, and he will free
Listen to the people who have ﬂed
them.
and escaped from Babylon
28

Yahweh is the Commander of the
while they tell in Jerusalem how I, Yahangel
armies;
weh, have gotten revenge against those
who destroyed my temple in Jerusalem.
He will defend his people
29
Summon archers to come to attack
and enable them to return to their
Babylon;
land where they will have peace,
surround the city
but the people of Babylonia will not
have peace.
in order that no one will escape.
35
Do to the people of Babylon what they
He will send enemy soldiers carrying
swords to strike the people of Babylonia;
have done to others ,
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A great nation far away with many
kings is preparing to attack you people of
and all the other people who live in Babylon.
42
Babylon.
Their army has bows and arrows and
36
They will strike their false prophets spears;
men

they will strike the oﬃcials and wise

with swords

they are very cruel, and do not act
mercifully to anyone.

and they will become foolish.
They will strike the strongest warriors
of Babylonia,
and they will all be terriﬁed.
37

iots

As they ride along on their horses,
the sound of the horses’ hooves is like
the roaring of the ocean waves;
they are riding in battle formation

They will strike their horses and char-

to attack you, you people of Babylon.

43
and the foreign mercenaries who are
The king of Babylon heard their rein the army of Babylonia,
port,

and they will all become as weak as
women.

“The enemy is approaching.”
So he was frightened and became

They will seize all the valuable things weak.
there in Babylon
Fear and anguish gripped him,
and take them away.
like a woman who is about to give
38
Yahweh will cause the streams to be- birth to a baby.”
come dry.
44
I, Yahweh, will come to Babylon sud-

He will do all those things because denly like a lion comes out of the jungle
the entire land of Babylonia is ﬁlled with
and leaps on the sheep that are eating
idols,
the good pastureland.
and those horrible idols have caused
I will quickly chase the people of Babythe people who worship them to become lonia from their land.
crazy.
And then I will appoint for them a
39
Soon only jackals and other wild crea- leader whom I will choose;
tures will live there;
I will do that because there is no one like
and it will be a place where ostriches me who can say that what I have done is
live.
not right.
People will never live there again;
No ruler can oppose me.
it will be uninhabited forever .

45

Listen to what I have planned to do
Yahweh God will destroy Babylon like to the people of Babylon city and the rest
he destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah and of Babylonia:
the nearby towns;
even the little children will be dragged
40

no one will ever live there again.

away,

41

Look! A great army will come from
and I will completely destroy the peothe north.
ple who live there.
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46

6
When Babylon is destroyed, the noise
You people of Israel and Judah, ﬂee
will be extremely loud,
from Babylon!

shake,

Run to escape!

with the result that the earth will

Do not stay there and be killed when
and the wailing of the people will be the people of Babylon are punished!
heard by the people of other nations.’”
It will be the time when Yahweh gets
revenge;

Chapter 51
1

This is what Yahweh says:

He will do to them what they deserve.
7

Babylon has been like a gold cup in
Yahweh’s hand, a cup that is full of wine

that caused people all over the earth
”I will inspire an army to destroy Baby- who drank some of it to become drunk.
lon like a powerful wind,
It is as though the rulers of the nations
and also to destroy the people of Baby- drank the wine from Babylon,
lonia in Leb Kamai.
and it caused them to become crazy.
2
I will send a foreign army to come to
8
But suddenly Babylon will be conget rid of Babylonia
quered.
like a strong wind that blows away
Weep for its people!
chaff.
Give them medicine for their wounds;
They will attack from every direction
perhaps they can be healed.”
on that day of disaster.
9
We foreigners would have tried to heal
3
I will tell them, ’Do not allow the them,
archers of Babylon to have time to put on
but now they cannot be healed.
their armor
So we will not try to help them; we will
or draw their bows.
abandon them,
Do not spare the young men of Babylon.
and return to our own lands,
Completely destroy their army.’
because it is as though the punishTheir soldiers will fall dead in Babylo- ment they are receiving reaches up to the
clouds in sky;
nia;
4

it is very great, with the result that no
they will die after being impaled by
one can measure it.
spears in the streets.
10
5
Yahweh has vindicated us;
I, Yahweh, commander of the angel

armies, whom Israel worships, have not
so let us proclaim in Jerusalem everyabandoned Israel and Judah.
thing that Yahweh our God has done for
Even though their land was ﬁlled with us.

11
people who sinned against me, the Holy
You enemy soldiers, sharpen your arGod of Israel,
rows!

Fill up your quivers for battle,

I am still their God.
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because Yahweh has incited your kings
He sends lightning with the rain
of Media and Persia to march with their
and releases the winds from his storearmies to Babylon and to destroy it.
houses.
17
That is how Yahweh will get revenge
People are as senseless as a beast, and
on those foreigners who entered his tem- they know very little;
ple in Jerusalem and deﬁled it.
those who make idols are always disap12
Lift up a battle ﬂag close to the walls pointed,
of Babylon!
because their idols do nothing for
Reinforce the guards,
them.
and tell the watchmen to stand in their
The images that they make are not real
positions!
gods;
Prepare an ambush,

they are lifeless.

18
because Yahweh is about to accomIdols are worthless; they deserve to
plish all that he has planned to do to the be ridiculed;
people of Babylon.
there will be a time when they will

Babylon is a city near the great Eu- all be destroyed.
phrates River,
19
But the God of Israel is not like those
13

a city in which there are many rich idols;
people,
he is the one who created everything
but it is time for Babylon to be ﬁnished; that exists;
we, the tribe of Israel, belong to him;
the time for the city to exist is ended.
his name is Yahweh, commander of
Yahweh, commander of the angel
the
angel
armies.
armies has solemnly promised, using his
20
own name,
Yahweh says about the army of Baby”Your cities will be ﬁlled with your ene- lonia,
14

mies;

”You are like my weapons of war and
my
war club;
I will cause them to be like a swarm
with your power I shatter nations
of locusts;
and they will shout triumphantly
when they conquer your city.”

and destroy many kingdoms.
21

With your power I shatter armies of
Yahweh created the earth by his other nations:
power;
I destroy their horses and their riders,
their chariots and their chariot drivers.
he established it by his wisdom,
22
With your power I shatter men and
and he stretched out the sky by his
women,
understanding.
16
old people and children,
When he speaks loudly, there is thun15

der in the sky;

young men and young women.

23
he causes clouds to form in every part
With your power I shatter shepherds
and their ﬂocks of sheep,
of the earth.
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farmers and their oxen,

armies that will be led by the kings of
Media and Persia,

governors and their oﬃcials.”
24

their governors and their oﬃcials.

But, Yahweh also says,

29
When they attack Babylon, it will be
”Soon I will repay you people in Babylon as though the earth will shake and writhe
and in the rest of Babylonia
in pain,
for all the evil things that you have
because those armies will accomplish
done in Jerusalem.
everything that Yahweh has planned to do
25

to Babylon.

Babylonia is like a great mountain

Then the nations will destroy it comfrom which bandits descend to plunpletely,
der people all over the earth.
with the result that no one will live
But I, Yahweh, am the enemy of you
there again.
people of Babylonia.
30

When their enemies attack, the
strongest warriors in Babylon will not
ﬁght.

I will raise my ﬁst to strike you.
I will knock you down from the cliffs

and cause you to be only a huge pile
They will remain in their barracks,
of burned rubble.
without any strength.
26

Your city will be abandoned forever;

They will be as timid as women.

even the stones in your city will never
The enemy soldiers will burn the
again be used for buildings.
buildings in the city
and break the bars of the city gates into
Your city will be completely depieces.
stroyed.”
27

Tell the nations to lift up a battle ﬂag!

war!

Tell them to blow their trumpets of

Gather all their armies to ﬁght against
Babylon!

31

Messengers will go quickly, one after
another,
to tell the king that his city has been
captured.
32

The places at which people can cross
the river to escape from the city will be
Prepare the nations to attack Babylon. blocked.
Summon the armies of the kingdoms
The dry reeds in the marshes will be
north of Babylonia—from Ararat, Minni, set on ﬁre,
and Ashkenaz.
and the soldiers of Babylon will be
Appoint a commander for them,
terriﬁed.
and bring a great number of horses;

33

This is what Yahweh, commander of the
there must be a huge number of angel armies, whom Israel worships, says;
horses; that huge number will resemble a
”Babylon is like wheat on the ground
swarm of locusts.
where it is about to be threshed
28

Prepare the armies of other nations,
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Very soon their enemies will trample
I will cause them to drink wine until
on the city of Babylon.”
they are very drunk,
with the result that they will fall
The army of Nebuchadnezzar, the
king of Babylon, has attacked and crushed asleep.
us Israelites,
But they will never wake up from that
sleep!
and we have no strength left.
34

40
I will bring them down to a place
It is as though they have swallowed us
where they will be slaughtered,
like a great monster

like someone who takes lambs or rams
that ﬁlled its belly with all our tasty
or goats to where they will be slaughtered
parts,
for sacriﬁces.
and then has spit out what it did not
41
People all over the earth now honor
like.
Babylon;
35
So the people of Jerusalem say to Yahthey say that it is a great city.
weh,
”Cause the people of Babylon to suffer
like they caused us to suffer!

But it will become a place about which
people of all nations are horriﬁed.

42
The enemies of Babylon will cover the
Cause the people of Babylonia to be pun- city like huge waves of the sea.
ished for killing our people!”
43
The towns in Babylonia will be a hor36
And this is what Yahweh replies to the ror, a dry and desert plain,
people of Jerusalem:
and it will be a land in which no one
”I will be like your lawyer to defend lives
you,
and which no one walks through.
and I will avenge you.
44
And I will punish Bel, the god that the
I will dry up the river in Babylon
people of Babylon worship,

and all the springs of water.

and I will cause the people to give
37
Babylon will become a heap of ruins, back what they have stolen.
People of other nations will no longer
a place where jackals live.
come to worship Bel.
It will become a place that people are
And the walls of Babylon will colhorriﬁed about and will ridicule;
lapse.”
it will be a place where no one lives.
45
Yahweh also says, ”My people, come
38
The people of Babylon will all roar out of Babylon!
like young lions;
Flee to escape!
they will growl like baby lions.
Run, because I, Yahweh, am extremely
39
But while they are extremely hungry, angry with the people of Babylon, and I
will get rid of them!
I will prepare a different kind of feast
46
Do not be discouraged or afraid
for them.
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when you hear reports about what is
and throughout Babylonia there will
happening in Babylon.
be wounded people who will groan.
53
Even if the walls around Babylon
People will report rumors like that evcould extend up to the sky,
ery year,

and if its walls were extremely strong,

rumors about violent things being
done in the land,

I will send armies that will destroy the
city.
and rumors about leaders ﬁghting
against each other.
That will surely happen because I,

But it will soon be the time for me to Yahweh, have said it.”
54
get rid of the carved idols in Babylon.
Listen to the people of Babylon shouting
for
help!
People all over the land will be ashamed
because of being defeated,
And listen to the sounds of things
and the corpses of their soldiers will being destroyed all over Babylonia!
55
lie in the streets.
Yahweh will be destroying Babylon.
47

48

Then all the angels in heaven and all
He will cause the loud noises in the
the people on the earth will rejoice,
city to cease.
56
because from the north will come
Enemy troops will surge against the
armies that will destroy Babylon.
city like a great wave.
49

Like the soldiers of Babylon killed the
They will capture the city’s mighty
people of Israel
soldiers
world,

and also killed others all over the

and break their weapons.

That will happen because Yahweh is a
the people of Babylon must also be God who punishes his enemies justly;
killed.
he will punish them as they deserve.
50
You Israelite people who have not 57 Yahweh, commander of the angel
been killed, get out of Babylon!
armies, says,
Do not wait!

”I will cause the city oﬃcials and wise
men,
the army captains and soldiers, to beEven though you are in a land far away
come drunk.
from Israel,
They will fall asleep,

think about Yahweh, and think about
Jerusalem!”
51

The Israelite people say,

but they will never wake up again!”
58

Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, also says,

”We are ashamed.
We are completely disgraced,
because foreigners have entered Yahweh’s temple and deﬁled it.”

”The thick walls around Babylon will be
ﬂattened to the ground.
The city gates will be burned.

People from other countries will work
Yahweh replies, ”That is true, but
there will soon be a time when I will de- hard to save the city,
but it will be in vain,
stroy the carved idols in Babylon,
52
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4
because everything that they have of Babylon.
So, on the tenth day
built will be destroyed by ﬁre.”
of the tenth month, when Zedekiah had
59
Seraiah, son of Neraiah and grandson been ruling for almost nine years, King
of Mahseiah, was an important servant Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon led his enof King Zedekiah. After Zedekiah had tire army to attack Jerusalem. They surbeen ruling Judah for almost four years, rounded the city and built dirt ramps up
walls to enable them
the prophet Jeremiah gave him a message. to the top of the city
5
This was when Seraiah was about to go to to attack the city. They continued to surBabylon with the king. 60 Now Jeremiah round Jerusalem until Zedekiah had been
had written on a scroll a list of all the ruling for almost eleven years.

disasters that he had written about, disasters that would soon happen to Babylon.
61
Jeremiah said to Seraiah, ”When you
arrive in Babylon, read aloud everything
that I have written on this scroll. 62 Then
pray, ‘Yahweh, you said that you will thoroughly destroy Babylon, with the result
that people and animals will no longer
live there. You said that it will be desolate forever.’ 63 Then, when you have ﬁnished reading what is written on the scroll,
tie it to a heavy stone and throw it into
the Euphrates River. 64 Then say, ‘In the
same way, Babylon and its people will disappear and never exist again, because of
the disasters that Yahweh will bring to it.’”

This is the end of Jeremiah’s messages.

Chapter 52
1

6

When Zedekiah had been ruling for almost eleven years, on the ninth day of
the fourth month of that year, the famine
in the city had become very severe, and
there was no more food for the people to
eat. 7 Then the soldiers of Babylonia broke
through a section of the city wall, and all
the Israelite soldiers ﬂed. But because
the city was surrounded by soldiers from
Babylonia, Zedekiah and the Israelite soldiers waited until it became dark. Then
they left the city through the gate between
the two walls behind the king’s garden.
Then they ran toward the plain along the
Jordan. 8 But the soldiers of Babylonia pursued King Zedekiah, and they caught up
with him on the plains near Jericho. He
was alone because all his men had all deserted him and had scattered. 9 The soldiers of Babylonia took him to the king of
Babylon, who was at Riblah in the region
of Hamath. There the king of Babylon told
his soldiers what they should do to punish Zedekiah. 10 They forced Zedekiah to
watch while they killed his sons and all the
oﬃcials from Judah. 11 Then they gouged
out Zedekiah’s eyes. They fastened him
with bronze chains and took him to Babylon. They put him in a prison, and he remained there until the day that he died.

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he became the king of Judah. He
ruled in Jerusalem for eleven years. His
mother was Hamutal, the daughter of a
man named Jeremiah from Libnah. 2
Zedekiah did many things that Yahweh
says are evil, like his father Jehoiakim had
done. 3 The events described here happened because Yahweh was angry with
the people of Jerusalem and of other 12 On the tenth day of the ﬁfth month
places in Judah, and ﬁnally he exiled them of that year, which was when King Neband said that he did not want to have any- uchadnezzar had been ruling for almost
thing to do with them anymore.
nineteen years, Nebuzaradan, who was
Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king the captain of the king’s bodyguards and
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one of the king’s oﬃcials, arrived in
Jerusalem. 13 He commanded his soldiers to burn down the temple of Yahweh,
the king’s palace, and all the houses in
Jerusalem. They also destroyed all the
important buildings in the city. 14 Then
he supervised the soldiers from Babylonia while they tore down the walls on all
sides of Jerusalem. 15 Then Nebuzaradan
forced to go to Babylon some of the poorest people, those Israelites who had said
they would support the king of Babylon,
the rest of the craftsmen, and other people
who had remained in Jerusalem. 16 But
Nebuzaradan allowed some of the very
poor people to remain in Judah to take
care of the vineyards and ﬁelds.
17

The soldiers from Babylonia broke into
pieces the huge bronze pillars that were in
front of the temple, and the large bronze
water tank called “The Sea,” and the ten
bronze water carts, and they took all the
bronze to Babylon. 18 They also took away
the basins for holding the ashes from the
burned sacriﬁces, the shovels for cleaning out the ashes, the tools for snuﬃng
out the wicks of the lamps, the basins for
holding the blood of the sacriﬁced animals, the dishes for incense, and all the
other bronze items that were used when
they made sacriﬁces at the temple. 19
Nebuzaradan also told his soldiers to take
away the small bowls, the dishes for burning incense, the basins, pots, lampstands,
bowls for incense, and the bowls used for
pouring out the wine offerings. They took
all the other items that were made of pure
gold or silver.

lars was 27 feet tall and 18 feet around.
They were hollow, and each had sides
that were 3 inches thick. 22 The bronze
head on the top of each pillar was seven
and one-half feet high and was decorated
all around with a bronze network of ﬁgures that represented pomegranates. 23
There was a total of one hundred ﬁgures
of pomegranates on the network at the
top, 96 of which could be seen from the
ground.
24

When Nebuzaradan returned to Babylon, he took with him as prisoners Seraiah the high priest, Zephaniah who was
Seraiah’s deputy, and the three men who
guarded the entrances to the temple. 25 He
found some other people who were hiding in the city. So from them he took a
commander of the army of Judah, seven
of the king’s advisors, the army commander’s chief secretary who was in charge of
recruiting soldiers for the army, and sixty
other soldiers. 26 Nebuzaradan took them
all to the king of Babylon, who was still at
Riblah. 27 There at Riblah in the Hamath
region, the king of Babylon commanded
that they all be executed.

Many of the people of Judah were forced
28
to leave their own land.
The number of people who were captured and sent
to Babylon at that time, when Nebuchadnezzar had been ruling for almost seven
years, was 3,023. 29 Then, when he had
been ruling for almost eighteen years, his
soldiers took 832 more from Jerusalem
to Babylonia. 30 When he had been ruling almost twenty-three years, he sent
Nebuzaradan to Jerusalem again, and he
brought back 745 more Israelites to Baby20
The bronze from the two pillars, the
lonia. That was a total of 4,600 Israelites
large water tank called “The Sea” and the
who were taken to Babylonia.
twelve statues of oxen that were beneath
it, and the water carts, was more than 31 After King Jehoiachin of Judah had been
they could weigh. Those things had been in prison in Babylon for almost thirtymade for the temple during the time that seven years, Awel-Marduk became the
Solomon was the king. 21 Each of the pil- king of Babylon. He was kind to Je-
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hoiachin and ordered that he be released
from prison. That was on the twentyﬁfth day of the twelfth month of the year
32
that Awel-Marduk became king.
He
always spoke kindly to Jehoiachin and
gave him a position in which he was honored more than all the other kings who
had been exiled to Babylon. 33 He supplied new clothes for Jehoiachin, to replace the clothes that he had been wearing in prison. He also allowed Jehoiachin
to eat with him every day, all during the
rest of his life. 34 Every day, the king of
Babylon gave him some money to buy the
things that he needed. That continued until the day that Jehoiachin died.
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The young women left in Jerusalem cry

Chapter 1

because they are suffering greatly.
5

1

and Jerusalem’s priests groan in sor-

row.

Jerusalem was once full of people,

city,

but now it is completely deserted.

Our enemies are now masters of our
and they prosper.

Once it was a powerful nation,

Yahweh has punished us, the people of
Jerusalem,

but now it is alone, like a widow.

because of all the sins that we have
Once everyone in the world honored it
committed.
like a king’s daughter,
Our enemies have taken all our children
but now it is like a slave.
and made them go to other countries.

2

We in the city weep bitterly all during
the nights,

6

Jerusalem was a beautiful city,
but it is not beautiful now.

with tears ﬂowing down our cheeks.

The leaders of our city are like deer that
We did not trust Yahweh to help us, and
the people groups that we did trust failed are starving
to help us;
because they can ﬁnd no grass to eat.
none of those people comfort us now.
They are very weak
All the people groups that were friends
with us have betrayed us;
they are all now our enemies.
3

The people of Judah have become poor
and have suffered greatly.

Almost all of our people
were forced to leave our land.

and cannot run from our enemies.
7

We, the people of Jerusalem, are sad
and have no more homes to live in;
we think about all the splendid things
that once ﬁlled our city.
But now our enemies have captured the
city,
and there is no one to help us.

We now live in another country

Our enemies destroyed our city

and we have no peace.
When the people Judah were unable to it.
defend ourselves,
us.
4

and laughed while they were doing
8

We, the people of Jerusalem, have
that was when our enemies captured sinned very much;

The roads to Mount Zion are empty

our city has become like a bloody rag
between a woman’s legs.

because no one comes here to celeEveryone who previously honored our
brate the sacred festivals any longer.
city now despise it;
No elders or leaders sit under the city
they are like people who strip a
woman bare and then mock her.
gates to talk any more,
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Now we groan in the city;
we are like a woman without clothes
who tries to cover herself with her hands.
9

It is as if our city has become ﬁlthy
because we have sinned so greatly;

because he has punished me on the
day he was angry with us, his people.
13

It is as though he sent a ﬁre from
heaven
that burned in my bones;

we did not think about how God would
it is as though he has placed a trap to
punish us.
entangle my feet,
We did not imagine how we would suffer;

and made me turn back.
He has abandoned me;

there is no one to comfort us.

I am weak and alone every day, all
We all call out to God, ”Yahweh, look at during the day.
how we are suffering
14
He turned the sins that I have combecause our enemies have defeated mitted into a heavy load for me to carry;
us!”
it is as though he tied them around
10
Our enemies have taken away all our my neck.
treasures,
Previously we were strong,
all the valuable things that we owned.
but he has caused me to become weak.
People who do not worship you, YahHe has allowed my enemies to capture
weh, are going into our sacred temple,
me,
where you had said no foreigner must
and I was not able to do anything to
go into the place where your people worresist them.
ship you.
15
11
The Lord looked at my mighty solAll the people in the city cry out with
diers, who kept me safe.
pain
He summoned a great army

while they search for food.

to come and crush me to defeat my
They have given their most valuable
strong
young soldiers.
things
The Lord has trampled on the people of
to get food to eat to restore their
Judah
strength.
as people trample on grapes in a pit
to make juice.

Yahweh, look at me,
no one values my life.
12

16

You people who pass by,

you do not seem to care at all about
what has happened to me.

I weep because of all these things.
My eyes are ﬁlled with tears.

There is no one to comfort me.

The one who comforts me is far away
Look around and see that there are no
from me.
other people who are suffering as I do.
Yahweh has caused me to suffer

My children have no hope
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because the enemy has taken us all
Our enemies kill people in the streets
captive.
with their swords;
and that makes our homes the places
The people who lived in Zion (the city
where the dead are kept.
of Jerusalem)
17

21

have no one to give them comfort.

Hear my groaning!
but no one came to comfort me.

Yahweh has given the order that the
people in nearby nations

All our enemies know what happened
to
me;
will become the enemies of the descendants of our father Jacob (who are also
they were all happy to hear
called the Israelites).
about what Yahweh has done to his
Jerusalem has become disgusting to people.
them.
Please do soon what you have promised,
18
But what Yahweh has done to me is
when our enemies will suffer like we
fair,
have suffered!
for I had refused to obey what he told
22
Yahweh, let those evil deeds come
me to do.
near to you
You people everywhere, listen to me!
so you may see them all!
Look and see that I am suffering
Punish them as you have punished me
greatly.
for all my sins!
My young daughters and brave sons
I suffer and groan very much,
have been taken away to far off lands.
and I faint within my inner self.
19
I pleaded with our allies, in whom we
trusted, to help,

Chapter 2

but they all refused,
they told lies and did not keep their
promises.
My priests and my leaders

1

us;

it was as though he covered Jerusalem
with a dark cloud.

died within the walls of the city
while they searched for food to eat.

Previously it was a beautiful city,

20

Yahweh, see that I am suffering very
much!
tress.

The Lord was extremely angry with

Inside of my body I am in great dis-

I am sad in the center of my being,

but he has caused it to become a ruin.
At the time he punished Israel,
he even abandoned his temple in
Jerusalem.
2

because I have rebelled against you

The Lord destroyed the homes of the
people of Judah;

and have caused you great sadness!
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Because he was very angry,

He has hated our kings and priests

because he was extremely angry with
them.
He has made our kingdom to be com7
Yahweh has rejected the very altar on
pletely helpless, and
he has caused our rulers to lose all which we had sacriﬁced animals to him;
he broke down the fortresses of Judah.

he has abandoned his temple.

honor.
3

Because he was extremely angry,

he has caused Israel to not be powerful
anymore.
when our enemies attacked us.
He has destroyed Israel
like a raging ﬁre destroys everything.
ple,

of our temple and our palaces.
They shout victoriously in the temple of
Yahweh,

He has refused to assist us

4

He has allowed our enemies to tear
down the walls

He has gotten ready to kill us, his peoas though we were his enemies.

like we previously shouted during our
sacred festivals.
8

Yahweh was determined

that our enemies would tear down
our city wall.

It was as though he had ﬁrst measured
He prepared to kill the people whom the walls
we love the most,
and then completely destroyed them.
members of our own families.
It was as though he caused the towers
He is extremely angry with us people of and walls to lament
Jerusalem;
because they were now ruins.
his anger is like a ﬁre.
9
The city gates have collapsed;
5
The Lord has become like an enemy
the enemy has destroyed the bars that
to us Israelites; he has destroyed us; fastened the gates shut.
he has destroyed our palaces
and made our fortresses into ruins.

The king and his oﬃcials have been
forced to go to other countries,

where no one teaches the laws that
He has gotten rid of many people in
God gave to Moses.
Jerusalem,
The prophets do not receive any visions
and caused us to mourn and weep for
those who were killed.

because Yahweh does not give them

He has caused our enemies to smash any.
10
his temple
The old men of Jerusalem sit on the
ground,
as easily as if it had been a hut in a
6

garden.

and they say nothing.

He has caused us, his people, to forget

They are so sad that they wear rough
all our sacred festivals and Sabbath sackcloth
and throw dust on their heads.
days.
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The young girls of Jerusalem bow down
they did not tell you that you had
sorrowfully,
sinned.
their faces touch the ground.
11

My eyes are very tired because of my
tears;
being.

I am very grieved within my inner

Instead, they announced to you things
that they said Yahweh had told them;
they tempted you to believe them, and
you did.
15

All those who pass by you

make fun of you by clapping their
Because very many of my people have
hands;
died,
in my inner being I grieve and am
you;
exhausted.
Even children and babies are fainting
and dying in the streets because they
have no food.
12

They cry out to their mothers,

they shake their heads and hiss at

They say, ”Is this the great city of
Jerusalem?
Is it the city that people said was the
most beautiful city in the world,

the city that caused all the people on
“We need something to eat and drink!” the earth to rejoice?”
They collapse like wounded men
16
Now all our enemies laugh at you;
in the streets of the city.

they hate you so much that they hiss
at you and grind their teeth at you.

They slowly die

They say, ”We have destroyed Israel!

in the arms of their mothers.
13

You people of Jerusalem,

This is what we longed for,

I cannot say anything to help you.

and now it has happened!”
17

No people have suffered like you are
suffering;
I do not know what I can do to comfort
you.
You have fallen just as far

Yahweh has done what he planned;

long ago he threatened to destroy you,
and now he has done it.
He has destroyed your city without acting mercifully toward you;

as if you had sunk in the ocean;

he has enabled your enemies to be
there is no one who can bring your happy about defeating you;
city back to what it was.
he has enabled your enemies to con14
The prophets among you claimed that tinually become stronger.
they had seen visions from Yahweh,

18

but what they said was false and
worthless.

I wish the city walls could speak like
the people who
cry out to Yahweh!

They did not work to save you from your
I would tell the walls, ”Cry out for help
enemies;
to Yahweh!

1156

LAMENTATIONS
Let your tears ﬂow day and night!

At that time you showed that you were
very angry,

Let them ﬂow like rivers.

and no one escaped.

Do not stop grieving;
do not stop crying.”
19

Get up during every night and cry out;

Our enemies murdered our little children,

the ones whom we took care of and
tell Yahweh what you feel in your reared up.
inner beings.
Raise your arms to plead to him
to act mercifully to prevent our children from dying;
they are fainting on the street corners
because they have no food to eat.
20

Yahweh, look at your people and have
mercy on us.
Have you ever caused people to suffer
like this before?

Chapter 3
1

I, the one who am writing this, am a
man whom Yahweh made to suffer,
because he was angry.
2

It was as though he caused me to walk
in a very dark place
without any light at all.
3

It is certainly not right that women are
eating the ﬂesh of their own children,

He has punished me many times,
many times during each day.

4
He has caused my skin and my ﬂesh
the children whom they have always
to become old.
taken care of.

He has broken my bones.

It is not right that our enemies are
killing priests and prophets

5

in your own temple!
21

The corpses of people of all ages lie
in the streets;

He has surrounded me with things
that make me suffer very bitterly.

6

It is as though he has buried me in a
dark place

there are even corpses of young
like those who have been dead for a
men and young women whom our enelong time.
mies have killed with their swords.
7
It is as though he has built a prison
Because you were very angry,
wall around me,
you caused them to be killed;
and fastened me with heavy chains,
so I cannot escape.
you have slaughtered them
8

without pitying them at all.
22

You summoned my enemies to attack
from every direction,

Although I call out and cry out for him
to help me,
he does not pay attention to me.

9
as though you were calling them to
It is as though he has blocked my path
come to a feast.
with a high stone wall
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21
and has caused me to wander everyHowever, I conﬁdently expect Yahwhere to try to get out.
weh to do good things for me again,
10

and this I know is true.

He has waited to attack me

22
Yahweh never stops faithfully lovlike a bear or a lion hides and waits
ing
us,
and he shows his compassion for
to attack a man.
us forever.
11
It is as though a bear has dragged me
He never stops acting kindly toward
off the path and mauled me,
us.
and left me alone without help.
23
Every morning he acts mercifully to12
It is as though he strung his bow and ward us again.
made me the target
He is the one in whom we can always
to shoot at with his arrows.
trust.
13
24
It is as though he shot his arrows
So I sincerely say to myself, “Yahweh
gives me what I need!”
deep into my body.

Because I believe this, I will conﬁdently wait for him to do good things for
all during each day they sing songs me.
that make fun of me.
25
Yahweh is good to all those who de15
Yahweh has made me suffer greatly, pend on him,
14

All my relatives laugh at me;

like someone suffers after drinking
something very bitter.

to those who seek him to help them.
26

16

It is as though he has caused me to
chew gravel that broke my teeth;
it is as though he has trampled me in
the ground.
17

ous.

So it is good for us to wait quietly
for Yahweh to save us.

27

And it is good for us to suffer patiently
while we are young.
28

Those who seek him to help them
should sit by themselves and not comI no longer remember being prosper- plain,
Things no longer go well for me;

because they know that it is Yahweh
I continue to say to myself, ”I am who has allowed them to suffer.
not strong enough to bear any more hard29
They should lie in the dirt, with their
ships.
faces on the ground,
I no longer expect that Yahweh will
because they can still hope that Yahrescue me.”
weh will help them.
19
When I think about how I suffer and
30
If someone strikes us on one cheek,
how I wander far from home,
we should turn the other cheek toward
it is like drinking a very bitter liquid.
that person in order that he may strike it,
20
I will never forget this time
too,
18

when I feel very depressed.

and accept it when others insult us.
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31

43
The Lord does not abandon his people
You have been very angry and chased
forever.
after us;
32

Sometimes he causes us to suffer,

you have slaughtered us without pitying us.

but he also acts kindly toward us

44
You have hidden yourself away, as if
because he continually and faithfully
you were in a cloud,
loves us.
so that you will not hear us when we
33
And he does not take pleasure when
pray.
he causes people to suffer
45

or be sad.
34

If people mistreat and oppress all the
prisoners,
35

or if they rebel against God

right,

by refusing to do for others what is

36

or if they cause judges to decide matters unjustly,
things.
37

the Lord certainly sees all these

No one can make something happen

unless Yahweh has already decided
that it should happen.

You have made us go among the foreign peoples,
and they think we are only garbage.
46

All our enemies have spoken things
to insult us.
47

We are constantly afraid that people
will trap us,
because we have experienced so many
disasters and so much ruin.
48

Many tears ﬂow from my eyes

because my people have been destroyed.
49

My tears continually ﬂow;
they will not stop

38

God in heaven is the one who commands that disasters should happen,

50

until Yahweh looks down from
heaven
and
sees us.
and he also causes good things to
51
happen.
I am very grieved
39

So it is certainly not right for us, who
because of what has happened to the
are only people on earth, to complain
women of my city.
52

when he punishes us for the sins that
we have committed.

My enemies hunted for me
like people hunt for a bird to kill it

40

Instead, we should think carefully
even though there was no reason for
about how we behave;
them to do that.
we should turn back to Yahweh.
53
They threw me into a pit to kill me,
41

We should pray with all our inner
and placed a heavy stone over the top
beings and lift up our arms
of it.
toward God in heaven, and say,
54
The water in the pit rose above my
42

you,

”We have sinned and rebelled against head,
and you have not forgiven us.

die!’
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55

66
But from the bottom of the pit I cried
Because you are angry with them,
out to you,
pursue them and get rid of them,

‘Yahweh, help me!’
56

earth.”

I pleaded with you,

‘Do not refuse to hear me when I cry
out to you!’
57

Then you answered me

until none of them remain on the

Chapter 4

and said, ‘Do not be afraid!’

1

Previously our people were like pure
58
Yahweh, you argued for me when peo- gold,
ple wanted to condemn me and execute
but now they are worthless.
me;
Just as our enemies have scattered the
you did not allow me to die.
sacred stones in the temple,
59

Now, Yahweh, you have seen the evil
so they have also scattered our young
things that my enemies have done to me, men.
2
so judge my case and show that I have
The young men of Jerusalem were as
done nothing wrong.
valuable as large amounts of gold,
60
You know the evil things
but now people consider them to be
as worthless as ordinary clay pots.
that they are planning to do to me.
61

Yahweh, you have heard them insult

me;

3

pups,

Even the female jackals feed their

but my people act cruelly toward their
you have heard what they plan to do
own children;
to me.
the mothers are like ostriches in the
Every day they whisper and mutter
desert
that abandon their eggs.
things about me,
62

4

all during the day.
63

Look at them! Whatever they are doing at the moment,

My people’s infants’ tongues cling to
the roofs of their mouths

they make fun of me by the songs that
they sing.
64

serve!

Yahweh, give them what they de-

Pay them back for what they have
done to me!

because they are extremely thirsty;
the children plead for some food,
but no one gives them any.
5

People who previously ate ﬁne food
are now starving in the streets;

those who previously wore ﬁne clothes

now lie upon the rubbish heaps with
You permit them to do whatever they
nothing to eat.
want,
65

6
The people of Sodom died very sudand you punish them by taking away
denly in a disaster.
their shame.

That is why your curse is upon them.
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12
more severely than the people of
None of the kings on the earth or anySodom,
one else

believed that any of our enemies could
and no one was concerned about all that
enter the gates of Jerusalem.
we suffered.
13

7

Our leaders used to be like pure snow
or white milk,
they were so clean and spotless.

But that is what happened;

it happened because the prophets
sinned;
the priests also sinned

Their bodies were healthy,

by causing innocent people to die.

pink like coral and brilliant like sapphires.

14

The priests and prophets wander
through
the streets
Now our leaders’ faces are blacker
than soot,
as though they were blind.
8

and no one recognizes them when
they walk in the streets.

No one will touch them

because their clothes are stained with
Their skin has shriveled and it hangs on the blood of those innocent people.
their bones,
15
These people shouted at the priests
and it has become as dry as a stick of and prophets, saying,
wood.
“Stay away from us! Do not touch us!”
9
It is better to die in a battle
So the priests and prophets have ﬂed
from Israel,

than to die of hunger.

and they wander around from one
There was no food to harvest in the
country to another,
ﬁelds,
but people in each country keep saying
so the people slowly starved until they
to them, “You cannot stay here!”
died.
16
It is Yahweh himself who has scatWomen who usually acted with love
tered
them;
and compassion
he no longer is concerned about them.
have killed and cooked their own
children;
People do not welcome our priests any
they ate them when there was no other longer, and they care nothing for the elders.
food,
17
We continued to look for someone to
when Jerusalem was being destroyed
help
us before it was too late,
by attacking armies.
10

but it was useless.

11

Yahweh has shown to everyone how
angry he was with his people!

We continued to watch to see if one of
His anger spread like a ﬁre in Zion (the our allies would save us,
city of Jerusalem)
but none of the nations that we were
that burned the city down to its rock waiting for was willing to help us.
18

foundations.
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so we could not even walk in our
streets because they could take us as prisoners.

Chapter 5
1

Yahweh, think about what has hapOur enemies were about to capture us; pened to us.
it was time for them to kill us.

See how no one respects us any longer.
2

19

Those who ran after us were faster
than eagles ﬂying in the sky.

Foreigners have seized our property,
and now they live in our homes.

Even if we ﬂed to the mountains

3

Our enemies have killed our fathers,

or hid in the desert,

and caused our mothers to become
widows.
they went there ahead of us and
4
waited to attack us.
Now they make us pay for water to
drink,
20
Our king, whom Yahweh had appointed,

and pay for ﬁrewood.

the one who enabled us to live,

5

the one whom we trusted to protect us

The enemy runs after us and is very
close to us;

we are exhausted, but they do not
when we had to live in the other na- allow us to rest.
tions as slaves—
6
In order to get enough food to remain
the enemy captured him,
alive,
pit.
21

as you would capture an animal in a

we begged Egypt and Assyria to help

us.
You people of Edom and Uz,

7

you should be happy while you can,
but Yahweh will punish you also.
You will become so drunk that you
will strip off your own clothes.

Our ancestors sinned, and now they
are dead,
but we are suffering for the sins that
they committed.
8

Now the people who rule over us are
themselves slaves to their own masters in
22
You people of Zion (whose home is in Babylon.
Jerusalem),
There is no one who can rescue us
the time when Yahweh punishes you from their power.
9
for your sins will come to an end.
We go far to look for food, but we are
He will bring an end to the time you in danger of dying when we do so,
must spend in exile.

because of the robbers who live in
the
wilderness.
But you people who are from Edom,
10
Yahweh will punish you for your sins
Our skin has become hot like an oven,
and he will make known to everyone
and we have a very high fever because
the wicked things you have done.
we are extremely hungry.
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11

22
Our enemies have violated the
Please do that, or is it really true that
women in Jerusalem,
you have rejected us forever?

and they have done that to the young
Is it really true that you will never
women in all the towns of Judea.
stop being extremely angry with us?
12

Our enemies have hanged our lead-

ers,

and they have not respected our el-

ders.
13

They force our young men to grind
ﬂour with millstones,
and young boys stagger while they are
forced to carry heavy loads of ﬁrewood.
14

Our elders no longer sit at the city
gates to make important decisions;
the young men no longer play their
musical instruments.
15

We are no longer joyful;

instead of dancing joyfully, we now
mourn.
16

The wreaths of ﬂowers have fallen
off our heads.
Terrible things have happened to us
because of the sins that we committed.
17

We are tired and discouraged,

and we cannot see well because our
eyes are full of tears.
18

Jerusalem has no one living any more
in it,
and jackals prowl around in it.
19

But Yahweh, you rule forever!

You continue to rule from one generation to the next generation.
20

So why have you forgotten us?

Will you abandon us for a very long
time?
21

Please enable us to return to you,

and enable us to prosper as we did
previously.
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Chapter 1
1-2

”When I, Ezekiel, was thirty years old,
I was living among the Israelite people by
the Kebar Canal, which was south of Babylon. The Babylonians had taken us from
the land of Judah and brought us here. On
the ﬁfth day of the fourth month of that
year, it was as though the sky opened and
I saw visions from God.

in back resembled an eagle’s face. 11 Two
of each creature’s wings were lifted up
and touched the wings of the creatures
that were on either side of it. The other
two wings were folded against the creature’s body. 12 The creatures went straight
ahead in whatever direction the Spirit of
God, who controlled them, wanted them
to go, without changing directions while
they were moving. 13 The four creatures
resembled burning coals or torches. A
blazing ﬁre moved back and forth among
the creatures, and lightning ﬂashed from
among them. 14 The creatures were moving back and forth very rapidly, so that
they looked like ﬂashes of lightning.

The ﬁfth day of the fourth month was almost ﬁve years after King Jehoiachin had
15
While I looked at the four living creabeen exiled.” 3 So God gave Ezekiel the
tures,
I saw a wheel on the ground beside
priest, son of Buzi, messages in Babylonia
16
Each of the wheels was
while he was beside the Kebar Canal. Yah- each of them.
the
same,
and
they
all shone like beryl.
weh’s power went to him there.
Each wheel seemed to have one wheel in4
In one of the visions, I saw a wind- side another wheel.
17
Whenever they
storm coming from the north. There was moved, they would go straight in one of
a huge cloud, and lightning was ﬂashing the four directions that the creatures were
within it continually, and a brilliant light facing; they did not turn in another disurrounded the cloud. In the center of rection while they moved. 18 The rims of
where the lightning was ﬂashing, there the wheels were imposing and frightenwas amber-colored ﬁre. 5 In the center of ing, and they were covered with eyes.
the storm I saw what resembled four living creatures. They resembled humans, 19 Whenever the living creatures moved,
6
but each of them had four faces and the wheels moved with them. So when7
four wings.
Their legs were like hu- ever the creatures rose up from the
man legs, but their feet resembled the ground, the wheels also rose up. 20 Wherhooves of calves that shined like polished ever the Spirit of God, who controlled
bronze. 8 On the four sides of their bod- the creatures, wanted them to go, they
ies under their wings there were hands went; and the wheels went with them, belike humans have. 9 As the four creatures cause their spirit controlled the wheels.
stood there, they formed a circle, with 21 Whenever the creatures moved, the
their wings touching each other. They did wheels moved. Whenever the creatures
not turn when they were moving; they stood still, the wheels stopped. Whenever
the creatures rose up from the ground, the
went straight ahead.
wheels
rose up with them.
10
Each of the creatures had four faces. In
front there was a face that resembled a 22 Above the heads of the creatures there
human face. The face on the right side was something that resembled a dome. It
resembled a lion’s face. The face on the glistened as ice shines, and it was aweleft side resembled an ox’s face. The face some. 23 Under the dome, the creatures
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weh the Lord says to you.’ 5 And when you
tell them my messages, perhaps those rebellious people will heed those messages
and perhaps they will not heed them; but
they will know that a prophet has been
6
among them!
And you, son of man,
you must not be afraid of them or afraid of
what they say. Living among them will be
like living in the midst of briers or scorpions, but do not be afraid of them. They are
rebellious people, but do not allow them
to frighten you. 7 Tell them my message,
but do not expect them to pay attention
to it, because they are very rebellious. 8
26
Above the dome was something that re- But son of man, you must pay attention to
sembled a huge throne that was made of a what I say. Do not be rebellious like they
huge sapphire. Sitting on the throne was are. Now open your mouth and eat what
27 I give to you.”
someone who resembled a human.
I saw that above his waist he resembled 9 Then, as I watched, I saw his hand that
metal that was glowing as though it had was stretched toward me. In his hand was
a very hot ﬁre inside it. And I saw that a scroll. 10 He unrolled the scroll. On
below his waist there was a very brilliant both sides of it were written words that exlight that surrounded him. 28 It shone like pressed sorrow and mourning and words
a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day.
about trouble.

stretched out their wings. Each one had
two wings that touched the wings of the
creatures on either side, and two wings
that covered his own body. 24 Whenever
the creatures moved, their wings made
a sound that resembled the crashing of
waves in the sea. It also sounded like the
voice of Almighty God, and like the noise
of a huge army marching. Whenever the
creatures stood still on the ground, they
lowered their wings. 25 While they stood
on the ground with their wings lowered,
there was a voice from the dome that was
over their heads.

That was the brilliant light that represented the presence of Yahweh. When I
saw it, I threw myself ﬂat onto the ground,
and I heard him speak!

Chapter 3
1

1

He said to me, “Son of Man, eat this scroll
that is in front of you. Then go and speak
to the Israelite people.” 2 So I opened my
mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat it.

3

4

Chapter 2

The voice said to me, “Son of man, stand
3
Then he said to me, “Son of Man, eat the
up while I speak to you.” 2 While he spoke
to me, God’s Spirit entered me and en- scroll that I have given to you. Fill your
abled me to stand up. Then I heard him stomach with it.” So I ate it, and in my
mouth it tasted as sweet as honey.
speak to me.
He said, ”Son of man, I will send you
to the Israelite people. They are people
who have turned away from me and rebelled against me. Their ancestors rebelled against me, and they themselves
are still rebelling against me. 4 The people to whom I will send you are very stubborn. But say to them, ‘This is what Yah-

Then he said to me, ”Son of Man, go to
the Israelite people and tell them my message. 5 The people to whom I am sending
you are not people whose language is very
diﬃcult to learn, a language which you
do not understand. I am sending you to
your Israelite people. 6 I am sending you
to people whose language you understand
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very well. If I were sending you to people whose language was diﬃcult for you
to understand, they would pay attention
to what you say to them. 7 But because the
Israelite people do not want to listen to me,
they will not want to listen to you. They do
not want to listen because they are all very
rebellious. 8 But you—I will enable you to
be as stubborn and tough as they are. 9 I
will cause you to be as ﬁrm as the hardest
stone, like ﬂint. So, even though they are
very rebellious people, do not be afraid of
them; do not allow them to frighten you.”
10

He also said to me, ”Son of Man, listen very carefully to what I say, and keep
thinking about it. 11 Go to your fellow Israelites who are here after being exiled,
and speak to them. Say to them, ‘This
is what Yahweh the Lord says’ and then
tell them my message, whether they want
to hear it or whether they would rather
cease to exist.”
12

Then in the vision the Spirit of God
lifted me up, and I heard behind me the
sound of a large earthquake. (Praise our
glorious Yahweh in the place where he
lives in heaven!) 13 I heard the sound
of the wings of the four living creatures
brushing against each other, and I also
heard the sound of the wheels that were
beside them. It was a loud sound like an
earthquake. 14 The Spirit took me away.
Within me I was very bitter and angry,
and I felt unable to do anything, as though
Yahweh were pushing down on me very
powerfully. 15 I came to the exiles who
lived at the town of Tel Aviv near the Kebar Canal in Babylon. Then, where they
were living, I sat for seven days. I was
shocked about everything that I had seen.
16

After those seven days had ended, Yahweh gave me this message: 17 ”Son of Man,
I am appointing you to be like a watchman.
So listen to these messages that I will give
you, and tell them those messages to warn

them. 18 When I say about some wicked
people, ‘They will surely die because of
their sins,’ if you do not warn them or
tell them that they must turn from their
wicked behavior if they want to save their
lives, they will die because of their sin,
and it will be your responsibility since you
did not act to prevent it. 19 But if you warn
wicked people and they do not turn from
all their wicked behavior, they will die because of their sins, but you will have saved
yourself from my punishment.
20

Similarly, when righteous people turn
from their righteous behavior and do evil
deeds, and I cause bad things to happen
to them, they will die. But you must warn
them. If they do not stop their sinful behavior, they will die because of their sins.
I will not think about the righteous things
that they did previously. But if you have
not warned them, I will hold you responsible for their deaths . 21 But if you warn
righteous people not to sin, and they do
not sin; they will surely remain alive because they heeded your warning, and you
will have saved yourself from my punishment.”
22

I felt Yahweh take control, and he spoke
to me and said, “Get up and go to the plain,
and I will speak to you there.” 23 So I got up
and went out to the plain. And I saw the
glory of Yahweh there, like the glory that
I had seen along the Kebar Canal. And I
threw myself ﬂat onto the ground.
24

Then the Spirit of God entered me and
enabled me to stand up. He said to me,
”Go into your house and stay inside it. 25
People will tie you with ropes, with the
result that you will be unable to go out
among the people. 26 Even though they
are very rebellious people, I will cause
your tongue to stick to the roof of your
mouth, with the result that you will be unable to talk and to rebuke them. 27 But
then when I speak to you again, I will en-
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able you to talk and tell them ‘This is what
the Lord Yahweh is saying to you.’ The
one who wants to hear me will hear me,
but the one who ignores the message will
come to an end, since they are a rebellious
people!”

Chapter 4
1

Yahweh continued and said, ”Son of man,
take a large clay tablet and scrape lines on
it that represent Jerusalem. 2 Then draw
ﬁgures around it to represent enemy soldiers who will build earthworks and forts
around the city in order to take it. Set
ﬁgures around it that represent battering
rams. 3 Then take an iron pan, and place
it to be like an iron wall between you and
the carving of the city. Then stare at the
image of the city. This means that enemy
troops will surround the city to attack it.
This will be a warning to the Israelite people.

9

Before you do that, take some wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet, and spelt; and
put them in a storage jar, and use that
to bake bread for yourself. That is what
you will eat during the 390 days while
you lie on your left side. 10 You will eat
about two hundred grams of bread each
day throughout the day. 11 Also measure
out about one-half liter of water to drink
each day throughout the day. 12 Eat that
bread like you would eat a loaf of barley
bread. But use your own dried dung for
fuel to bake the bread while people are
watching. 13 That will symbolize that the
Israelite people will be forced to eat food
that is unacceptable to me when they are
living in the nations to which I will force
them to go.”
14

Then I said, “No, Lord Yahweh! Do
not force me to do that! I have never
caused myself to become unacceptable to
you. From the time when I was young, I
have never eaten meat of any animal that
was found dead or that had been killed by
4-5
Then lie on your left side, and stay like wild animals. And I have never eaten any
that for 390 days. You will be symboli- meat that is unacceptable to you.”
cally bearing the punishment for the sins
of the Israelites, the northern kingdom; 15 Yahweh replied, “Because of that, I will
you must lie like that one day for each allow you to bake your bread using dried
year that I will punish them.
cow manure instead of human dung for
6
After that, lie down again. This time, fuel.”
lie on your right side for forty days. That
will symbolize that the Judean people, the 16 Then he said to me, ”Son of man, I will
southern kingdom, will be punished for cause the supply of food to Jerusalem to
their sins, one year for each day that you be cut off. Then the people will eat the
lie there. 7 Turn your face toward the small amounts of food and drink the small
drawing of Jerusalem and bare your arm amounts of water that their leaders perlike a soldier does who prepares to go into mit them to have, and they will be very
battle, and prophesy about what will hap- distressed and anxious as they do that,
pen to the city. 8 You will not be able 17 because water and food will be very
to move; it will be as though I have tied scarce. They will see each other becoming
you with ropes so that you cannot turn extremely thin, and they will be appalled;
from one side to the other until you have but this will happen because they are beﬁnished symbolizing how many years the ing punished for the sins that they have
city will be besieged.
committed.”
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Chapter 5
1

”Then, son of man, when you start doing
those things, take a sharp sword and use
it like a barber’s razor to shave your head
and your beard. Put the hair that you
shaved off on scales, and divide the hair
into three equal parts. 2 When the time
during which you will symbolize that the
city will be surrounded by enemy troops
ends, put a third of the hair inside the
drawing of the city and burn it. Take another third of the hair, scatter it all around
the drawing of the city, and then strike
it with your sword. That will symbolize
that I will strike the people of Jerusalem
with their enemies’ swords. Then allow
the wind to scatter the other third of the
hair. That will symbolize that even if they
ﬂee from the city, I will still cause their
enemies to pursue them and attack them
with swords. 3 But take a few your hairs
and tie them to your sleeves. 4 Then take
a few of those hairs, throw them into the
ﬁre, and burn them up. That will symbolize that a ﬁre will spread from Jerusalem
and destroy things throughout Israel.
5

This is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say: This
drawing will represent Jerusalem, the city
that I have placed in the center of the nations, with other countries around it. 6
But the wicked people of Jerusalem rebel
against obeying my commands, and they
show that they are more wicked than the
people of the surrounding countries. They
rejected my laws and refused to obey my
commands.
7

Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say: You people of Jerusalem have
been more rebellious than the people of
the nations around you; you have not
obeyed any of my laws. You have not even
obeyed the laws of the nations around
you!
8

Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the

Lord, say: I am opposed to you people of
Jerusalem. I will punish you, and the people of other nations will see it. 9 Because
of all your detestable idols and practices,
I will punish you people of Jerusalem like
I have never done before and will never
do again. 10 As a result, parents among
you will eat their children, and children
will eat their parents because there will
be nothing else to eat. I will punish you
severely, and I will cause those who will
still be alive to be scattered in every direction. 11 Therefore, I, Yahweh the Lord,
make this declaration! That as surely as
I am alive, because you have polluted my
temple with all your disgusting idols and
with the other awful things that you do,
I will no longer bless you. I will not pity
you or act mercifully toward you. 12 Onethird of your people will die inside the city
because of the plagues they will experience, or by famine. One-third of your people will be killed by your enemies’ swords
outside the city. And one-third I will scatter in every direction, but your enemies
will still pursue you and kill you with their
swords.
13

Then I will no longer be angry with
you; I will stop punishing you after I have
avenged myself against you. And when
I stop punishing you, you will know that
I, Yahweh, have spoken to you because I
have ﬁnished punishing you in my anger.
14

I will cause your city to be a ruins,
so that people of other nations that are
around you will pass by and see it and
15
They will scorn you
sneer at you.
and taunt you. When I severely punish
you because of my great anger, they will
be horriﬁed and you will be a warning to
them. That will surely happen because I,
Yahweh, have said it. 16 And when I cut
off your food supply and cause there to
be more famine, it will be as though I am
shooting at you with my arrows that will
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destroy you. 17 So I will cause you to experience a famine, and I will send wild
beasts to attack you and your children,
and all your children will be killed. You
will experience plagues and wars, and I
will cause your enemies to attack you with
their swords. That will surely happen because I, Yahweh, have said it.”

11

Chapter 6
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”Son of man, turn toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy about what
will happen to them, and say, 3 ’Mountains
of Israel, listen to what Yahweh the Lord
says to you! He says this to the mountains
and the high hills and to the streambeds
and the low valleys. He says: I am about
to send enemy soldiers with swords to
destroy all the hilltops where you wor4
They will smash all your
ship idols.
altars for worshiping idols and your pillars you use for astronomy, and they will
kill many Israelite people in front of their
idols. 5 Their corpses will lie in front of
their idols, and their bones will be scat6
tered around their altars.
Wherever
you live, your towns will be ruined and
the places where idols were worshiped
on the hilltops will be smashed. Your altars will be completely smashed, and everything that you own will become a pile
of ruins. 7 Many of your people will be
killed right in front of you, and then you
will know that I am Yahweh and I do what
I say I will do.
8

I was very grieved because you turned
away from me, because you were disloyal
to me, and because you desired to worship
your idols. You will hate yourselves because of the evil and detestable things that
you have done. 10 And you will realize that
I, Yahweh, have punished you. You will
realize that when I threatened to punish
you, I surely intended to do that.
So this is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say to
you, Ezekiel: Slap your hands and stamp
your feet and cry out to show that you
are distressed, and groan about what will
happen to the Israelite people because
of all their wicked and detestable behavior. They will be killed by their enemies’ swords, they will die from hunger,
and they will die from plagues. 12 Those
who are far from Jerusalem will die from
plagues, those who are close to Jerusalem
will be killed by their enemies’ swords.
Those who are still alive after that will die
from hunger. That is how I will punish
them. 13 Some of your people’s corpses
will lie among their idols around their altars, on every high hilltop and on all the
mountaintops, under every big tree—at
all the places where they burned incense
to honor their idols. When this happens
you will realize that I, Yahweh, have done
this. 14 For I will display my power and
cause every area in which they live in
your country to become an empty wasteland, from the desert in the far south to
the town of Diblah in the far north. Then
they will realize that I, Yahweh, have done
this.’”

Chapter 7

But I will allow some of you to remain
alive. They will escape death when your
enemies scatter you among many other
nations. 9 When that happens, in those na- 1 Yahweh gave me another message. He
tions to which you have been forced to go, said, 2 ”You, son of man, this is what I,
those of you who have escaped death will Yahweh the Lord, say to the people of Isthink about me. You will remember that rael: All of Israel, everything within its
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borders, will soon be destroyed. 3 You
people of Israel, the end has come. I will
punish you severely. I will judge you for
all the wicked things that you have done,
and pay you back for your disgusting behavior. 4 I will not pity you or act mercifully toward you. I will surely punish you
for your wicked behavior. Then you will
know that it has happened because I, Yahweh, have done it.
5

This is also what Yahweh the Lord says:
You will soon experience many terrible
disasters! 6 This will be the end of Israel;
your country will be ﬁnished! And your
lives will be ended! 7 It will be the end of
you people who live in the land of Israel.
The time has come; the day when you will
be destroyed is near. At that time the people who worship idols on the mountains
will not be happy; they will panic. 8 I am
very angry with you and am about to pour
out my punishment on you. I will judge
you for all the wicked things that you have
done and pay you back for your disgusting
behavior. 9 I will not pity you or act mercifully toward you. I will surely punish you
for your wicked behavior. Then you will
know that it is I, Yahweh, who have punished you.
10

The day of your punishment is here! It
has arrived! Disasters have come as a result of your pride. 11 People are acting violently and doing more wicked things. And
nothing that belongs to those people will
be left, none of their money, and they will
not be respected by anyone. 12 Now is
the time; that day has arrived. People who
buy things should not rejoice because they
bought things very cheaply and those who
sell things should not be sad because they
had to sell things cheaply, because Yahweh will be punishing everyone. 13 People
who sell some of their property will never
be able to buy it back—they will not even
be able to return to see it; because they

have sinned, not one of them will succeed
in staying alive. 14 Your commanders will
blow trumpets to get the army ready to
ﬁght, but no one will respond, because I
will be angry at all the people.
15

When those things happen, your enemies will be outside the city with their
swords, and there will be plagues and
famines inside the city. Those who are
caught outside of the city in the ﬁelds will
be killed by their enemies’ swords, and
those who are in the city will die from
famines and plagues. 16 Those who survive and escape will ﬂee to the mountains, and they all will moan because of
their sins, as pigeons moan. 17 Because
they will be very afraid, all the people’s
hands will become limp and weak, and
their knees will become very weak and unable to hold them up. 18 They will put on
clothes made from rough cloth, and they
will be terriﬁed. Their faces will show that
they are ashamed, and they will shave
their heads to show that they are very
sad. 19 They will throw their silver into
the streets, and consider their gold the
same way they would consider garbage,
because they will realize that their silver
and gold will not be able to rescue them
when Yahweh punishes them. They will
not be able to buy food to ﬁll their stomachs, because having a lot of gold and sil20
They were
ver has led them to sin.
proud, so they used their beautiful jewelry to make detestable and disgusting
idols of their false gods. So I will make
them see how disgusting and unacceptable these things are. 21 I will give their
silver and gold to foreigners who invade
your country and take away your valuable treasures. I will give those things
to wicked people, and I will not interfere
when they will do disgraceful things to the
things that they take. 22 I will allow robbers to enter the temple I love and protect,
and they will desecrate it.
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23

Prepare chains to be fastened on you
when your enemies capture you as punishment because the people throughout
the country are committing murder, and
people in the city are being violent. 24 So
I will bring armies of the nations whose
people are extremely wicked to take the
houses of the Israelite people. I will make
Israelite people realize that they are to no
longer be proud. Your enemies will cause
your places of worship to no longer be acceptable to be used. 25 When your enemies cause you to be terriﬁed, you will
plead for them to make peace, but there
26
will be no peace.
You will experience many disasters, and you will continually hear rumors about disasters that are
happening in other places. People will
plead with prophets to tell them what visions they have received, but the prophets
will not have received any visions. Priests
will no longer teach people the laws that I
gave to Moses. Even the wise older people
will not have any answers. 27 Your king
will mourn, and his son will no longer expect that good things will happen. The
hands of people throughout the country
will tremble. And I will do to them what
they deserve for their wicked behavior. I
will judge and condemn them the same
way they have judged and condemned
others. Then they will know that I, Yahweh, have the power to do what I say that
I will do.”

Chapter 8
1

On the ﬁfth day of the sixth month, almost six years after the Babylonians had
taken us Israelites to their land, I was sitting with the leaders of Judah in my house
when I felt the presence of Yahweh the
Lord come on me again. 2 Then in a vision
I saw someone who resembled a man, but
below his waist his body was like ﬁre and

above his waist his body was glowing like
very hot metal. 3 He reached out what
seemed to be a hand and grabbed me by
the hair of my head. The Spirit lifted me
up high above the earth, and in visions
God took me from Babylon to Jerusalem.
He took me to the temple, to the inner
north gate, to the place where there was
an idol that caused Yahweh to be very disgusted and furious. 4 And there in front of
me was the very bright light of God himself whom the Israelite people previously
worshiped. It was like the vision that I had
seen in the plain.
5

God said to me, “Son of man, look toward
the north!” So I looked, and I saw at the entrance of the gate near the altar that idol
that caused Yahweh to be disgusted and
furious.
6

He said to me, “Son of man, do you see
what the Israelite people are doing? They
are doing detestable things here, things
that will cause me to abandon my temple.
But you will see things that are even more
detestable.”
7

Then he brought me to the entrance of
the courtyard. I looked and saw a hole in
the wall. 8 He said to me, “Son of man, dig
through the wall here.” So I dug through
the wall, and I saw a doorway inside.
9

He said to me, “Go in and see the wicked
and detestable things that they are doing
here!” 10 So I went in through the doorway and looked, and I saw all over the
walls of a big room, drawings of all kinds
of creatures that crawl along the ground
and other detestable animals, and drawings of all the idols that the people of Israel
were worshiping. 11 In front of them stood
seventy elders of Israel. Jaazaniah son
of Shaphan, was standing among them.
Each of them was holding a pan in which
incense was burning, and fragrant smoke
of burning incense was rising up.
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12

God said to me, “Son of man, look at
what the Israelite elders are doing here
in the darkness, each of them standing in
his rooms with the carved images, worshiping his own idols! They are saying,
‘Yahweh does not see us; Yahweh has deserted this country.’ ” 13 He also said, “But
you will see things that are even more detestable!”
14

Then to took me to the entrance at the
outer north gate of the temple. I saw
women sitting there, mourning for the
death of the god of the people of Babylonia, Tammuz. 15 He said to me, “Son
of man, do you see this? And you will
see things that are more detestable than
this!”
16

Then he took me into the inner courtyard inside the temple. There at the entrance of the temple, between the porch
and the altar, were about twenty-ﬁve men.
Their backs were toward the temple, and
their faces were toward the east; they
were bowing down to worship the sun as
it rose in the east.
17

He said to me, ”Son of man, do you
see what they are doing? Do you think
that it is not a serious thing that these
men of Judah are doing, worshiping these
detestable things here? But they are doing other terrible things. They are acting
violently throughout their country, and
continually provoking my anger. Look at
them! They are insulting me by their actions of false worship! 18 So I will show
them that I am very angry. I will not pity
them or act mercifully toward them. And
even if they shout loudly to me to help
them, I will not pay attention to them.”

bring your tools of destruction here.” 2
Then I saw six men coming from the north
gate of the temple. Each one was carrying
a weapon. With them was a man wearing
a white linen robe. He carried at his side a
case containing things to write with. They
all came in and stood beside the bronze altar.
3

Then the glory that symbolized the presence of the God of Israel rose up from
above the four winged creatures and
moved to the entrance of the temple, and
Yahweh called to the man wearing the
linen robe, 4 and said to him, “Go throughout Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who are very sad because
of the detestable things that are being
done inside the city.”
5

While I was listening, he said to the
other six men, ”Follow the man wearing the white robe, and kill people. Do
not pity them or act mercifully toward
them. 6 Slaughter old men, young men
and women, older women and children;
but do not harm any of those who have
that mark on their forehead. Start at my
temple.” So they began by killing the elders who were worshiping idols in front
of the temple.
7

Then Yahweh said to those men, “Pollute the temple by ﬁlling the courtyard
with the corpses of those whom you kill!
Start now!” So they went out and starting
killing people throughout the city. 8 While
they were doing that, I was left alone. I
prostrated myself on the ground and cried
out, “Yahweh my Lord, are you going to
get rid of all the other people of Israel who
are still alive, while you are severely punishing the people of Jerusalem?”
9

He replied, ”The sins of the people are numerous and severe! There is murder everywhere in this country, and this city is
1
Then Yahwehed call out loudly, “You full of people who act unjustly. They say,
men who are going to punish this city, ‘Yahweh has abandoned this country, and

Chapter 9
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he does not see what we are doing.’ 10 So I
will not pity them or act mercifully toward
them. I will do to them the evil things that
they have done to other people.”

the linen robe, and that man took them
and left. 8 Under the wings of the winged
creatures was something that resembled
a human’s hands.

11

Then the man wearing the linen robe 9 Then I saw four wheels alongside the
returned, saying, “I have done what you winged creatures. There was one wheel
commanded me to do.”
beside each of the winged creatures. The
wheels shone like very valuable stones. 10
The wheels were all alike: Each had one
wheel inside another wheel. 11 Whenever
they moved, they went straight in what1
Then I saw what resembled a throne ever direction one of the winged creatures
made of sapphire above the thing that re- faced. The wheels did not turn in another
while the winged creatures ﬂew.
sembled a dome that was above the heads direction
12
Their
bodies,
including their backs and
2
of the four winged creatures.
Yahweh
said to the man wearing the linen robe, hands and wings, were covered with eyes.
wheels were also covered with eyes.
“Go between the wheels that are under the The
13
I
heard
someone call them ‘the whirling
winged creatures. Pick up as many hot
14
Each of the winged creatures
coals as you can, and scatter them over the wheels.’
had
four
faces.
One face was like the face
city.” And while I watched, the man wearof a bull, one face was like the face of a
ing the white robe left.
human, one face was like the face of a lion,
3
The four winged creatures were stand- and one face was like the face of an eagle.
ing on the south side of the temple when
15
Then the winged creatures rose up.
the man wearing the white robe entered.
They
were the same living creatures that
Then a cloud ﬁlled the inner courtyard of
16
the temple. 4 And the glory of Yahweh I had seen alongside the Kebar Canal.
went up from directly over the winged When the winged creatures moved, the
creatures and stood over the doorway of wheels moved with them. When the
the temple. It ﬁlled the entire temple with winged creatures spread their wings to
a cloud and everything in the courtyard ﬂy over the ground, the wheels did not
17
was bright because of Yahweh’s glorious leave them but stayed beside them.
presence. 5 I also heard the sound made When the winged creatures stopped, the
by the wings of the winged creatures in wheels stopped. When the winged creathe courtyard outside the temple. It was tures started to ﬂy, the wheels ﬂew with
very loud, like the voice of Almighty God them, because the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels.
when he speaks.

Chapter 10

6

When Yahweh commanded the man
wearing the linen robe to take burning
coals from among those winged creatures,
the man went into the courtyard and
stood beside one of the wheels. 7 Then
one of those winged creatures reached out
his hand to the ﬁre that was there among
them. He picked up some of the coals and
put them in the hands of the man wearing

18

Then the glory of Yahweh left the entrance of the temple and stopped above
the winged creatures. 19 While I watched,
the winged creatures spread their wings
and started to ﬂy, and the wheels went
with them. They stopped at the gate on
the east side of the temple, and the glory
of God, the one whom the Israelites had
worshiped, was above them.
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These were the same four living creatures that I had seen alongside the Kebar Canal, and I realized that they were
the winged creatures. 21 Each of them
had four faces and four wings, and under their wings was what resembled a human’s hands. 22 Their faces were the same
as the faces that I had seen at the Kebar
Canal. Each of them ﬂew straight ahead.

Chapter 11
1

Then God’s Spirit lifted me up and took
me to the gate on the east side of the temple. There at the gate were twenty-ﬁve
men. Among them I saw Jaazaniah son of
Azzur, and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, who
2
were leaders of the people.
Yahweh
said to me, ”Son of man, these are the new
leaders in Jerusalem who are planning to
do evil things and who are giving wicked
advice to people in this city. 3 They say,
‘It is not the time to build houses yet, but
just as pieces of meat are carefully stored
in covered pots we will be protected from
the bad things that will happen to others.’
4
So, son of man, prophesy about the terrible things that will happen to them.”
5

Then the Spirit of Yahweh came upon
me and told me to say to the people, ”This
is what Yahweh says, ’You Israelite people
say those things, and I know what you are
thinking. 6 You have killed many people
in this city and ﬁlled the streets with their
corpses.

ish you. 10 They will kill you with their
swords; you will be punished right here in
Israel! Then people will realize that I, Yahweh, have the power to do what I say that
I will do. 11 This city will not be a place
were you will be protected like meat in a
covered pot. I will punish you wherever
you are in Israel. 12 Then you will know
that I, Yahweh, have predicted that would
happen, because you have not obeyed my
commands and decrees; instead, you have
imitated the wicked behavior of the people of the nearby nations.”
13

While I was prophesying that, Pelatiah
son of Benaiah suddenly died. Then I prostrated myself on the ground and cried out
loudly, “Yahweh my Lord, are you going to
similarly get rid of all the Israelite people
who are still alive?”
14

Then Yahweh gave me this message,
“Son of man, the people who are still
in Jerusalem are talking about your relatives, your clan, and all the rest of the Israelites who were exiled and saying, ‘They
are in Babylonia, far from Yahweh. They
have left their property here in Israel, so
their property now belongs to us!’ ”
15

16

So tell them, “This is what Yahweh the
Lord says: Although I caused them to be
taken far away from Israel and scattered
them among other nations, for a short
time I have become a sanctuary for them
in the countries to which they have been
taken.”
17

So also tell them, ”This is what Yahweh
the Lord says: Some day I will gather you
7
Therefore this is what Yahweh the Lord
from the nations to which you have been
says, ’The corpses of the people whom you
taken and bring you back to Israel, and
have killed here are like the meat and
you will live in your country again.
Jerusalem is the cauldron, but I will expel you people from this city! 8 You are 18 When you return to your country, you
afraid of being killed by enemies’ swords, will get rid of all the vile statues of gods
so that is what I will cause to happen to and detestable idols. 19 I will give you Isyou. 9 I will expel you from this city and raelistes one new heart and I will give you
enable foreigners to capture you and pun- a new way of thinking when you return to
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Israel. You will not be stubborn, but will
be obedient. 20 When I do that, you will
carefully obey all my laws. You will be my
people, and I will be your God. 21 But as for
those who are devoted to worshiping their
vile statues and detestable idols, I will punish them as they deserve for the evil things
that they have done.” This is what Yahweh
declared.

hole. 6 Put them in a sack on your shoulder while they are watching, and leave
when it becomes dark. Cover your face
so you cannot see the path. I want you to
do this because I want you to warn the Israelite people.”
7

So I did what Yahweh told me to do. During the day I brought things out of my
house as though I was packing to go into
22
Then the winged creatures, with their exile. Then in the evening I dug through
wheels beside them, spread their wings the city wall. Then while people watched,
and ﬂew up into the air, and the dazzling I put my sack of belongings on my shoulbrightness of Yahweh was above them. 23 der and left.
That light went up away from the city and 8 The next morning, Yahweh gave me this
stopped above the mountain to the east message, 9 ”Son of man, did the rebellious
24
of the city.
In the vision that I had people of Israel not ask you, ‘What are you
been seeing, God’s Spirit lifted me up and doing?’
brought me back to the exiles in Babylon.
10
So go back and say to them, ‘What I did
Then the vision ended, 25 and I told the
is
about the king in Jerusalem and all the
exiles everything that Yahweh had shown
other people of Israel who are there.’ 11
me in the vision.
Tell them, ’What I did is a warning to you.
What I did in front of you, they are going
to have to do. They will be captured and
forced to go to another country. 12 Their
king will put his belongings on his shoul1
Yahweh gave me another message. He der when it becomes dark and he will try
said, 2 ”Son of man, you are living among to escape. His servants will dig a hole
people who are very rebellious. They through the city wall, and he will take his
have eyes, but they do not see what I want belongings through it. He will cover his
them to see; they have ears, but they do face so others will not recognize him and
not listen to what I want them to hear, be- he will not be able to see the land. 13 But
cause they are such a rebellious people.
it will be as though I will spread a net for
him to be captured; enemy soldiers will
3
Therefore, son of man, pack your becapture him, blind him, and take him to
longings as though you were going into exthe city of Babylon where the Chaldean
ile. Then, during the daytime, while peopeople live. But he will not be able to see
ple are watching, prepare to go to another
it because he will be blind; and there he
place. Even though the people are rebel14
I will scatter all those who
will die.
lious, perhaps they will understand what
have been around him—his advisors and
you are symbolizing. 4 During the dayhis soldiers—in every direction; and I will
time, while they are watching, bring out
cause his enemies to pursue them, with
the things that you want to take, and pack
their swords ready to strike them.
them. Then in the evening, while they are
watching, do what those who are prepar- 15 Then, when I scatter them among many
ing to go into exile do. 5 Dig through the nations, they will know that I, Yahweh
city wall and take your things through the have the power to do what I say that I

Chapter 12
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will do. 16 But I will spare some of them
from being killed by the sword, or starving to death, or dying of disease so they
can record that they have been doing disgusting things, and they will know that I,
Yahweh, have the power to do what I say
that I will do.”
17

Then Yahweh gave me another message.
He said, 18 ”Son of man, tremble while you
eat your food, and shudder fearfully while
you drink your water. 19 Tell this to the
Israelite people: ’This is what Yahweh the
Lord says about those who are still living
in Jerusalem and in other places in Israel.
They also will be very anxious while they
eat their food and drink their water, because their country will soon have everything taken away. That will happen because the people who live there continually act very violently. 20 The towns where
people live will be devastated, and the
land will become barren. Then you people will know that it is I, Yahweh, who
have the power to do what I say that I will
do.’”
21

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 22 ”Son of man, the people in Israel have this proverb that says, ‘The days
keep passing, and what the prophets predict never happens.’ 23 So say to them,
‘This is what Yahweh the Lord says: I
am going to prove that what they say
is not correct, and then they will never
say it again in Israel.’ Tell them, ‘It will
soon be the time when everything that
the prophets predict will happen.’ 24 No
longer will prophets tell the Israelite people false visions, or tell people prophecies
just to please them. 25 Instead, I, Yahweh,
will say what I want to tell the people, and
what I predict will quickly happen. You
rebellious people, I will cause to happen
everything that I say will happen. That is
what I, Yahweh the Lord, say.’”
26

said, 27 ”Son of man, the Israelite people are constantly saying about you, ‘The
things that he sees in visions will not happen soon. They are about things that will
happen many years from now, far in the
future.’
28

Therefore say to them, ‘This is what Yahweh the Lord says: I will no longer delay
causing to happen any of the things that
I have prophesied. Whatever I have predicted will soon happen.’”

Chapter 13
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”Son of man, prophesy a warning against the prophets in Israel who are
prophesying. Some of them are prophesying things that they themselves have imagined. Say to them, ’Listen to what Yahweh says! 3 He says, ”Terrible things will
happen to those wicked prophets who proclaim their own ideas and have not seen
any visions from me. 4 You Israelite people, your prophets are like jackals in the
desert, they are scavengers feeding off of
others’ loss. 5 Because you were listening
to them, you have not repaired breeches
or strengthened your walls. That needs
to be done so that the walls will be strong
when I, Yahweh, send your enemies to attack you. 6 The visions and prophecies of
those prophets are false. They say, ‘Yahweh told me this.’ I have not sent them to
you to be my prophets, but you expect that
what they prophesy will truly happen! 7
They say that they have seen visions, but
those visions are false, and the things that
they prophesy are lies. They say, ‘Yahweh
told me this,’ but I have told them nothing!
8

Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say: Because you prophets have said
Yahweh also gave me this message. He what is false and because your visions are
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lies, I am opposed to you. 9 I will strike
all you prophets who falsely say that you
have seen visions and prophesy things
that are lies. You will not have any place
among my people, your names will not be
listed in the records of the Israelite people,
and you will never return to Israel. Then
you will know that I, Yahweh, have the
power to do what I say that I will do.
10

are angry with the women of Jerusalem
who prophesy things that they themselves
have imagined, and speak true prophesy
against them. 18 Tell them, ’This is what
Yahweh the Lord says: Terrible things will
happen to you women who fasten magic
charms on your wrists and make veils of
various sizes to put on your heads in order
to deceive the people. You think that you
will deceive others by telling them that
you know what will happen in the future,
and you will save your own lives. 19 You
dishonored me by telling lies in order to
get from my people a few handfuls of barley and a few pieces of bread. My people
listen to lies; and you women who are lying to them have caused people who did
not deserve to die to be killed, and have
spared those who should not continue to
live.’

They deceive my people, saying “Things
will go well for us” when things will not
go well. It is like they want to make people
think that there is a very strong wall when
it is not strong. 11 So, tell those prophets
who cover the wall with whitewash that
the wall will surely fall down. It will rain
very hard. I will send big hailstones to
fall. Very strong winds will blow against
it. 12 When the wall falls down, the people will certainly say to those prophets,
“The white paint certainly did not make 20 Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the
the wall strong!”
Lord, say to those women: ’I detest your
magic charms by which you deceive peo13
So this is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
ple like other people trap birds. I will
say: Because I am very angry with you,
tear those charms off your wrists, and I
I will send enemy armies to destroy
will cause the people whom you have deJerusalem. It will be as though I will send
ceived to no longer be deceived by you. 21
a very strong wind and hailstones and
I will also tear off your veils and rescue
very heavy rains to destroy you. 14 The
my people from continuing to be deceived
false prophecies of your prophets are like
by you, and they will no longer be under
a wall that they have covered with whiteyour control. Then you will know that I,
wash, but I will break it down, and shatter
Yahweh, have the power to do what I say
it down to the ground, with the result that
that I will do. 22 You have discouraged
people can see its foundations. When the
righteous people by telling them lies when
wall collapses you also will be killed, and
I did not do things to cause them to be sad.
everyone will know that I, Yahweh, have
And you have encouraged wicked people
the power to do what I say that I will do.
to keep on doing their wicked behavior; if
15
In that way I will show that I am very
they had turned away from it, they would
angry with the wall and with those who
have continued to live. 23 Therefore, you
covered it with whitewash. And I will say,
will no longer falsely say that you have
“The wall is gone and those who whiteseen visions or tell people what will hapwashed it have been killed.” 16 Those are
pen in the future in order to please them.
the prophets who prophesied that things
I will rescue my people from being dewould go well for the people in Jerusalem,
ceived by you. And then you will know
when things would not go well for them.’
that I, Yahweh, have the power to do what
17
So you, son of man, show that you I say that I will do.’”
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Chapter 14

come unacceptable to me because of their
sins. They will be my people, and I will be
their God. That is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
1
One day some of the elders of Israel
say.”
came to me and sat down in front of me.
12
2
Yahweh gave me another message. He
Then Yahweh gave me this message: 3
13
said,
”You human, if the people of some
”Son of man, these men worship idols, and
they are allowing idols to induce them country sin against me by abandoning me,
to sin. So should I answer them if they and I punish them by cutting off their food
4
ask me for advice?
But say this to supply and by sending a famine so that
14
even if Noah,
them: ’This is what Yahweh the Lord says: people and animals die,
Daniel,
and
Job
were
there,
they would
When any Israelite person wants to worship idols that will induce him to sin, and save only themselves because of their begoes to a prophet to get advice, I, Yahweh, ing righteous. That is what I, Yahweh the
will give him the same answer that they Lord, declare.
deserve to receive because they worship 15 Or, if I send wild animals throughout
idols. 5 I will do this so the Israelite peo- the country, and they attack and kill many
ple, who have abandoned me in order to of the people, so that travel in that counworship their idols, will sincerely worship try becomes very dangerous and no one
me again.’
travels through that country, 16 as surely

as I am alive, even if those three men were
in that country, they could not save even
their own sons or daughters from being
killed. Only they three would be saved,
and the country would become a waste7
When any of you Israelite people or any
land. That is what I, Yahweh the Lord, deforeigner living among you turns away
clare.
from me and starts worshiping idols that
induce him to sin, and then goes to a 17 Or, if I bring enemy soldiers to kill the
prophet to ﬁnd out what I want him to do, people and animals throughout that counI myself will answer him. 8 I will show that try with their swords, 18 as surely as I am
I detest him, and cause what happens to alive, even if those three men were in that
him to be a warning to others, and cause country, they would not be able to save
him to be someone whom people despise. even their own sons or daughters from beI will not allow him to associate with my ing killed. They would save only thempeople. Then you will know that I, Yah- selves. That is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
weh, have the power to do what I say that declare.
I will do.
19
Or, if I send a plague into that land and
6

Therefore, say to the Israelite people,
‘This is what Yahweh the Lord says: Repent! Stop worshiping your idols, and
stop all your other detestable behavior!’

9

And if a prophet is deceived and gives
a false prophecy, even though I have allowed him to give that message, I will get
rid of him and remove him from among
my Israelite people. 10 Both the prophet
and the one who asks him for advice will
be guilty, and I will punish both of them.
11
Then the Israelite people will no longer
abandon me, and they will no longer be-

cause the people and the animals to die
from the plague because I am very angry
with those people, 20 as surely as I am
alive, even if Noah, Daniel and Job were
in that country, they would not be able to
save even their sons and daughters. They
would save only themselves because of
their being righteous. That is what I, Yahweh the Lord, declare.
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So now this is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
say: I will cause four things to happen to
the people of Jerusalem to punish them
very severely. Some people and animals
will be killed by swords, some will die
from famines, others will be attacked and
killed by wild animals, and others will die
22
in plagues.
But some of your people will remain alive, both adults and children. They will come to you, Ezekiel. And
when you see their disgusting behavior
and actions, you will realize that I had
good reasons for causing the people of
Jerusalem to experience those many great
disasters that I have sent to them. 23 When
you see those things that they do, you will
know that there were very good reasons
for me to do everything that I caused to
happen to them. That is what I, Yahweh
the Lord, declare.”

remain alive will know that I, Yahweh,
have done it. 8 I will cause your country
to become a wasteland because your people have not been loyal to me. That is what
I, Yahweh, the Lord, say.”

Chapter 16
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”Son of man, inform the people
of Jerusalem about their detestable behavior. 3 Say to them, ’This is what Yahweh
the Lord says to you people of Jerusalem:
It is as though you are a woman whose father belonged to the Amor people group
and your mother belonged to the Heth
4
people group.
It is as though on the
day that you were born, your umbilical
cord was not cut, and your body was not
washed in water or rubbed with salt and
wrapped in strips of cloth, like Israelite babies always are. 5 No one pitied you or
acted kindly toward you by doing those
1
Yahweh gave me another message. He things for you. Instead, it was as though
said, 2 ”Son of man, the wood of a they hated you. As soon as you were born
grapevine is certainly not more useful they threw you into a ﬁeld to die.
than the branches of the trees in a for- 6 Then it was as though I passed by and
est. 3 No one even makes pegs from it to saw you lying in your own blood and kickhang things on. 4 And after a branch of a ing. And while you lay there kicking in
grapevine is thrown into a ﬁre and the ﬁre your own blood, I said to you, “I want
burns both ends and chars the branch in you to remain alive!” 7 It was as though
the middle, after that will it be useful for I caused you to grow up, like plants in
anything? 5 No; if it was not useful for the ﬁeld grow; you grew up and became
anything before it was burned, it certainly tall and became like the most precious
cannot be made into something useful af- jewel of all. You developed into a beautiter the ﬁre has burned and charred it.
ful woman, but you were still completely
naked.
6
Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say: The wood of grapevines is use- 8 When I saw you several years later, it
ful only for fuel in a ﬁre. Similarly, the was as though I spread the cloth of my
people who live in Jerusalem are useless. robe over you to symbolize that I would
7
I will reject them. It will be as though marry you, with the result that you were
they have escaped from a ﬁre, but there no longer naked. I solemnly promised
will still be a ﬁre that will burn them up. that I would marry you and made a marAnd when I punish them, you people who riage agreement with you, and you be-
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came my wife.’ That is what Yahweh the the Lord, declare that that is what hapLord says.
pened.
9

And then it was as though I bathed
you and washed the blood from you and
put ointment on your body. 10 It was as
though I put a ﬁne linen robe on you and
gave you expensive clothes. I put an embroidered dress on you and put leather
sandals on your feet. 11 It was as though
I put bracelets on your arms and a necklace around your neck. Those things all
had nice jewels fastened to them. 12 I
put a gold ring in your nose and fastened
earrings to your ears and put a beauti13
ful crown on your head.
So it was
as though you wore gold and silver ornaments. You had clothes made from ﬁne
linen and other expensive fabrics, and an
embroidered dress. You ate ﬁne ﬂour,
honey, and oil. You were the most beautiful woman and I made you into a queen.
14
You were very beautiful, with the result
that people in other nations heard about
you, because they knew that I, Yahweh the
Lord, am the one who had caused you to
become very beautiful.
15

But it was as though you forgot that
I made you beautiful and started acting
promiscuous with every man who came
along, and they all enjoyed your beauty.
16
It was as though you took some of your
clothes to make beautifully decorated the
high places, and that is where you slept
with those men. Those things should certainly never occur! 17 You took the ﬁne
gold and silver jewelry that I gave you,
and you made male idols for yourself, in
order to sleep with them. 18 You took
some of your embroidered clothes to put
on those idols, and you burned oil and incense in front of them to honor them. 19
And the bread that was made from ﬁne
ﬂour and the olive oil and honey that I
gave to you to eat, you offered to be a fragrant sacriﬁce to those idols. I, Yahweh

20

And you even took your sons and daughters who were supposed to be committed to me and sacriﬁced and killed them
as though they were less important than
your becoming a prostitute. 21 You slaughtered those who were like my children,
and offered them to be sacriﬁces to these
false gods! 22 All during the time when you
were acting like a prostitute and doing
other detestable things, you did not think
about the time when it was as though you
were very young, naked, lying in your
own blood and kicking in the ﬁeld.
23

So I, Yahweh the Lord, declare that terrible things will happen to you. In addition to all the other wicked things that
you did, 24 you built yourself a tall building in which you worship idols and you
built a place to worship idols in every city
25
square.
At the beginning of every
street you built a a tall building for the
worship of idols, and showed people your
beautiful body, offering it to sleep with every man who walked by, and so you were
known as a prostitute and your fame for
your immorality grew every day. 26 It was
as though you had slept with men from
Egypt who were eager to sleep with you,
men who lived near Israel. You caused
me to become very angry because you became more eager to sleep with more and
more of them. 27 So I punished you and
caused your enemies to capture some of
your country. I enabled your greedy enemies from Philistia to defeat you; and
even they were shocked because of your
disgraceful behavior. 28 It was as though
you slept with soldiers from Assyria, too,
because you always wanted to sleep with
more men. And after that, you still were
not satisﬁed. 29 So you also slept with
soldiers from Babylonia, a country full of
merchants, but even that did not satisfy
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you.
30

I, Yahweh the Lord, declare that you are
ruining your life! When you did all those
things, you were acting like a prostitute
who has no shame for all the things she
does. 31 But when you built the houses
on the hills to worship idols in every city
square, you were not really like a prostitute because prostitutes charge money.
You refused to take money for what you
did!
32

You are like a woman who commits adultery: You prefer to sleep with
strangers rather than with your husband.
33
Prostitutes are paid, but it is as though
you give gifts to all your lovers; you bribe
them to come to you from everywhere to
sleep with you. 34 So although you act like
you are a prostitute, you are actually the
opposite of other prostitutes! Instead of
them giving any money to you, you give
men money to sleep with you!
35

Therefore, you people of Jerusalem, you,
who are like a prostitute, listen to what
Yahweh the Lord is saying about you!
36
He says that what you have done is
as though you have lusted for everyone
around you and had slept with them and
with the male idols you made, so that you
even made your own children to be sacriﬁces to them. 37 So what I am going to
do is as though I will gather those who
you think have loved you and those whom
you hated. I will gather them around you
to attack you, and what I will do is as
though I will strip your clothes off you,
and they will see you when you are completely naked. 38 I will punish you like
women who commit adultery and who
murder people are punished. I will get revenge on you and get rid of you because I
am extremely angry with you. 39 I will allow your enemies who you thought loved
you break apart your high places of idol
worship and pagan altars. They will strip

you naked and keep your clothes and jewelry, and abandon you with nothing to
cover yourself with. 40 They will bring
a mob to attack you, and that mob will
throw stones at you and cut you to pieces
with their swords. 41 They will burn down
your houses and punish you while many
women are watching. I will let them do
this so that you will learn a lesson for acting so adulterously and for paying people
to sleep with you. 42 Then I will no longer
be angry with you. I will stop being jealous because your punishment will satisfy
me.
43

You have forgotten the wonderful
things that I did for you in previous years.
You have caused me to become extremely
angry because of all the evil things that
you have done. In addition to all the other
detestable things that you did, you committed many sexual sins. So I Yahweh the
Lord declare that I will punish you for doing those things.
44

People who like to quote proverbs will
quote this proverb about you: ‘Daughters
behave like their mothers behave.’ 45 You
are like your mother; it was as though she
detested her husband and her children.
You are like your sisters, who also despised their husbands and their children.
It was as though your father belonged to
the Amor people group and your mother
46
belonged to the Heth people group.
And it was as though your older sister
was Samaria, and she and her daughters
lived to the north of you, and it was as
though your younger sister was Sodom,
and her daughters lived to the south of
47
You not only imitated all their
you.
detestable behavior, but you quickly became more sinful than they were. 48 I,
Yahweh the Lord, solemnly declare that as
surely as I am alive, the people who lived
in Sodom and other nearby cities never
did the detestable things that you people
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in Jerusalem and other places in Judah that you promised to obey. 60 But I will
have done.
not forget the agreement that I made with
you long ago and I will make an agree49
These are the sins of the people who
ment with you that will endure forever. 61
lived in Sodom, who were like your sisThen you will think about what you have
ter people among them: they were pridedone, and you will be ashamed about
ful and did not think they would ever be
those things when you welcome the peopunished. They ignored poor and hurtple of Sodom and Samaria, cities which
ing people around them. 50 The people of
are like your daughters, but they will not
Sodom and nearby cities were proud and
have the same agreement that I will make
did detestable things in my presence, so
with you. 62 I will establish my agreement
I got rid of them when I saw what they
with you, and you will know that I, Yah51
Also, the people of
had been doing.
weh, have the power to do what I say that I
Samaria did not commit half as many sins
will do. 63 Then when I have forgiven you
as you commit. You have done more disfor all your sins, you will think about all
gusting things than they have done. You
the sins that you committed and you will
cause the people of Samaria to appear to
be ashamed. You will never again boast
be good, compared to you. 52 Your sins are
about them, because you will be humiliworse than their sins, so they seem to be
ated.” I, the Lord Yahweh, have said so!’
less wicked than you are. So I will punish
This is the Lord Yahweh’s declaration.”
you more than I punished them. As a result, you will be ashamed and disgraced.
53

However, some day I will cause the people of Sodom and Samaria and the cities
near to them to prosper again. And I will
cause you to prosper again, too. 54 You
will be very ashamed of the wicked things
that you have done, and that will cause
the people of those cities to be encouraged. 55 The people of Sodom and Samaria
will prosper again, and you and the people in nearby cities will prosper also. 56
You sneered at the people of Sodom when
you were proud, 57 before it was revealed
that you were more wicked than she was.
And now the people of Edom and the people of Philistia all insult you and despise
you. 58 And you are being punished for
all your immoral behavior and other detestable things that you do. This is what
Yahweh is saying to you!
59

This is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say: I
will continue to punish you like you deserve to be punished, because by rejecting the agreement that I made with you,
you have despised that solemn agreement

Chapter 17
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”Son of man, tell this story as an
illustration to the people of Israel. 3 Say
to them, ’This is what Yahweh the Lord
says: A huge eagle that had strong wings
and long beautiful feathers of many colors
ﬂew to Lebanon. It grasped the top of a
cedar tree 4 and broke it off. Then the eagle carried it away to Canaan, a country
that had many merchants, and planted it
in one of the cities there.
5

Then that eagle took a seedling from
your country and planted it in a fertile
ﬁeld. He planted it like people plant a
willow tree, alongside a stream that had
plenty of water. 6 It grew and became
a low grapevine that spread along the
ground. Its branches turned up toward
the eagle, but its roots grew down into the
ground. So it became a good vine and produced lots of branches and leaves.
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7

But there was another huge eagle that
had strong wings and beautiful feathers.
And some of the roots of the vine grew
toward that eagle, and its branches also
turned toward it, hoping that the eagle
would bring more water to it. 8 That happened in spite of the fact that the vine had
been planted in good soil, where there
was plenty of water, with the result that
it had produced branches and produced
grapes and had become a very healthy
vine.’
9

Then after you have told that to the people, say to them, ’This is what Yahweh the
Lord says: That vine will certainly not remain healthy. It will be pulled up by its
roots by the eagle that planted it, and all
its fruit will be stripped off and its leaves
will wither. And it will not need someone
with strong arms or many people to pull
it out by its roots. 10 Even if that vine is
transplanted, it certainly will not continue
to grow. When the hot wind from the east
blows against it, it will completely wither,
there where it was planted!’”
11

Then Yahweh gave this message to me:
”Ask these rebellious Israelite people,
‘Do you know what this parable means?’
Tell them that it signiﬁes that the king of
Babylon went to Jerusalem with his army
and captured the king of Judah and his ofﬁcials, and took them back to Babylon. 13
Then he took one of the king’s close relatives, appointed one of them as king, and
made an agreement with him, forcing him
to solemnly promise to remain loyal. The
king of Babylon also took to Babylon the
other important citizens of Judah, 14 in order that the kingdom of Judah would not
be able to become powerful again. The
king of Babylon intended that the kingdom of Judah would not continue to exist if the people did not obey that agreement that he made with the king of Babylon. 15 The king of Judah rebelled against
12

the king of Babylon by sending oﬃcials
to Egypt to request from them horses and
a large army to ﬁght against the army of
Babylonia. But the king of Judah will certainly not be sucessful. Rulers who rebel
like that and refuse to obey solemn agreements will never escape.
16

I, Yahweh the Lord, declare that as
surely as I am alive, the king of Judah will
die in Babylon, in the city where the king
of Babylon appointed him to be the king
of Judah. He will die because he despised
the solemn agreement and refused to do
17
what he promised to do.
The king
of Egypt with all his very huge army will
not be able to help the king of Judah: The
soldiers from Babylonia will build ramps
up against the city walls and set up devices to batter the walls. They will enter Jerusalem and kill many of its people.
18
The king of Judah despised the solemn
agreement by disregarding the treaty. Although he had solemnly promised to be
under the control of the king of Babylon, he sent oﬃcials to request help from
Egypt. Therefore he will not escape being
punished by the king of Babylon.
19

Therefore this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say: Just as surely as I am alive, I
will cause the king of Judah to be punished for ignoring the solemn agreement
that he made with the king of Babylon and
then refusing to obey it, since this violates
what I expect. 20 It will be as though I will
spread a net to capture him, and he will be
caught in it. He will be captured and taken
to Babylon and punished because he rebelled against me. 21 Most of his soldiers
who try to escape will be killed by their enemies’ swords, and those who survive will
be scattered in all directions. Then you
will know that I, Yahweh, have the power
to do what I say that I will do.”
22

This is also what Yahweh the Lord says:
”It will be as though I will take a shoot
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from the top of a very tall cedar tree and
plant it in another place. I will plant it on a
very high mountain. 23 It will be as though
I will plant it on a mountain in Israel, and
it will grow and become a beautiful cedar
tree. Many kinds of birds will make their
nests in the tree, and they will have shade
in its branches. 24 And it will be as though
all the trees in the ﬁeld will know that I,
Yahweh, get rid of tall trees and will make
little ones grow. I cause big green trees
to wither, and I cause dry trees to become
green.
I, Yahweh have said this, and I will certainly do what I have said that I will do.”

He does not sleep with someone else’s
wife
or with a woman during her monthly
menstrual period.
7

if a person borrows money from
him and gives him something to guarantee that he will pay the money back, this
man always gives it back to that person before the sun goes down.
He does not rob people.
He gives food to hungry people.
He gives clothing to people who need
clothes.
8

Chapter 18
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”You people quote this proverb and
say that it is about Israel:

He does not mistreat people;

When he lends money to people,

he does not do it to make him pay
interest.
He does not do things that are evil.
He always decides things fairly.
9

’Parents eat sour grapes,
but it is their children who have a
very sour taste in their mouths.’

He faithfully obeys all my laws.
That man is truly righteous;

he will remain alive.

This means that you think that you must
That is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
suffer for the sins that your ancestors com- promise.
mitted.
10
But suppose that man has a son who acts
3
But I, Yahweh the Lord, declare that as violently, who murders people and does
surely as I am alive, you Israelite people any of these other things, even though his
will no longer say this proverb. 4 Every- father has not done any of them.
one who is alive belongs to me. That in11
He eats meat sacriﬁced to idols on the
cludes children and their parents; they all
belong to me. And it is those who sin who hilltops.
will die because of their sins.
He sleeps with other people’s wives.
5

So suppose that there is a righteous
person,

12

He mistreats poor and needy people.

He robs people.

one who always does what is fair and
If someone gives him something to guarright.
antee that he will pay back money that he
6
He does not eat meat sacriﬁced to idols has borrowed, the unrighteous man never
on the hilltops;
gives it back to him before the sun goes
he does not request help from idols down.
He seeks help from idols.

as the rest of Israel has been doing.
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He does other disgusting things.
13

When he lends money, he charges
interest.
If you think that I will keep such a person
alive, you are certainly wrong. Because he
has done all those detestable things, I will
certainly make him die, and it will be his
own fault.

what is fair and right and has obeyed all
my laws, so he will surely remain alive. 20
It is those who sin who will die because
of their sins. I will not punish people because their parents have sinned, or because their children have sinned. I will
reward people who live rightly, and I will
punish the wicked people, those who live
wrongly.

14

But suppose that man has a son who 21 But if a wicked person stops doing all
sees all the sins that his father commits, the evil things that he did previously, and
but he himself does not do those things.
if he starts to obey faithfully all my laws,
15
The son does not eat meat sacriﬁced and if he does what is fair and right, he
will surely remain alive; I will not kill him.
to idols on the hilltops.
22
I will not punish him for the sins he comHe does not request help from idols.
mitted previously. Because of the good
He does not sleep with other people’s things that he has done since that time,
wives.
I will allow him to stay alive. 23 I, Yahweh the Lord, declare that I certainly am
16
He does not mistreat people.
not happy about wicked people dying. InIf he lends money to someone, he stead, I am happy when they stop doing
does not require that person to give him wicked things and remain alive as a resomething to guarantee that he will pay sult.
the money back.
24
But if a righteous person stops doing
He does not rob anyone.
right things and starts to commit sins
and does the same disgusting things that
He gives food to those who need it.
wicked people do, I will certainly not alHe gives clothes to those who need
low him to remain alive. I will not think
clothes.
about the righteous things that he did pre17
He does not commit sins, unlike his viously. Because he did not faithfully do
father,
what pleases me, and because of all the
and does not charge interest when he sins that he has committed, he will certainly die.
lends money.
25

He faithfully obeys all my laws.
I will make sure that that person does not
die for his father’s sins; he will certainly
stay alive. 18 But I will ensure that his
father will die for the sins that he committed, because the father cheated and
robbed people, and did other things that
are evil.
19

If you ask, ‘Why should the man’s son
not suffer for the evil things that his father
did?’, I will answer that the son has done

But you say that I, Yahweh, do not act
fairly. You Israelite people, listen to what
I say: It is certainly not what I do that is
unfair; it is what you continually do that
is not fair. 26 If a righteous person turns
away from doing what is right and commits sins, he will die for committing those
sins. 27 But if a wicked person turns away
from doing wicked things and does what
is just and right, he will save himself from
dying. 28 Because he has thought about all
the evil things that he did and has turned
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away from doing them, I will certainly alSo she raised another cub
low him to live. I will not kill him. 29
who also became very ﬁerce.
But you, the Israelites, say that I do not act
6
He hunted along with other lions for
fairly. You people of Israel, I always actly
animals
to kill,
fairly. It is you who are acting wickedly.
and he even learned to kill and eat
30
Therefore, you Israelite people, I, Yahweh the Lord, will judge each of you ac- people.
7
He mistreated his victims’ widows,
cording to what you have done. Repent!
Turn away from all your wicked behavand he destroyed cities.
ior! Then I will not destroy you because
When he roared loudly,
of the wrong things you have done. 31
Stop doing wicked things; start thinking in
everyone was terriﬁed and abandoned
a new way. You Israelite people, do you re- everything they owned.
ally want me to kill you because you have
8
So people of other nations planned to
sinned? 32 I, Yahweh the Lord, declare
kill him;
that I am not pleased if you die. So turn
and men came from many places
away from your sins and stay alive!”
to spread out a net for him.

They caught him in it.

Chapter 19

9

They pulled him with hooks in his ﬂesh
and put him into an iron cage,

1

Yahweh said to me, 2 ”Ezekiel, sing a
then they took him to the king of
sad funeral song which will be a parable
Babylon.
about the leaders of Israel. Say to the IsThere they locked him up so that the
raelite people,
sound of his voice
’It is as though your mother had been a
could never be heard echoing on the
brave female lion
hills of Israel.’
who raised her cubs among other
10
’It is as though your mother
lions.
were a grapevine fertilized in blood,
3
She taught one of them to hunt for
and growing up beside a stream.

other animals to kill,

There was plenty of water,

and he even learned to kill and eat
people.

so it had lots of branches and proWhen people from other nations heard duced a lot of grapes.
11
about him,
That grapevine grew and became
taller
than
all the nearby trees;
they trapped him in a pit.
4

everyone could see that it was very
strong and healthy.

Then they used hooks
to drag him to Egypt.

And those branches were good for making scepters that symbolize the power of a
but soon she stopped hoping for that king.
12
But Yahweh became very angry,
to happen.
5

His mother waited for him to return,
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so he pulled up the vine by its roots

will bring you out of Egypt and lead you
to a land that I have chosen for you. It
and threw it on the ground,
is the most fertile and beautiful land in
7
where the very hot winds from the the world.
Each of you must get rid
desert dried up all its fruit.
of the disgusting idols that you love, and
The strong branches wilted and were the idols which you learned to worship in
Egypt, and with which you made it imposburned in a ﬁre.
sible for me to accept you. I, Yahweh your
13
Now Yahweh has planted that vine God, am saying this to you.’
in a hot, dry desert.
8
14
But they rebelled against me. They
A ﬁre started to burn its stem,
would not pay attention to me. They did
and then started to burn the branches; not get rid of the disgusting idols they
loved; they did not reject the idols that
it burned all the grapes.
they saw in Egypt. So because I was anNow not even one strong branch regry with them, I said that I would punish
mains;
them in Egypt. 9 But for the sake of my
they will never become scepters for a own reputation, I decided to do something
king.’
for your people so that the other people
This funeral song must be sung very groups would not laugh at me and say I
had no power. I decided that they would
sadly.”
see me bring my people out of Egypt. 10
Therefore I led your people out of Egypt
and brought them into the wilderness. 11
I gave them all my laws and decrees, in
order that they would obey them, and as
1
Almost seven years after the Babyloni- a result they would live for a long time.
ans had taken us Israelites to their land, 12 Also, I established the Sabbath days to
on the tenth day of the ﬁfth month of that be a reminder between me and them, so
year, some Israelite elders came to me to they would know that I am Yahweh, the
ask if I had any message for them from one who sets them apart for my honor.
Yahweh.
13
But the Israelite people rebelled against
2
Then Yahweh gave me a message for
me in the wilderness also. They did not
them. He said, 3 ”Son of man, speak to the
obey my commands; they rejected them,
elders and tell them that the Lord Yahweh
even though they would have lived a long
says this: ‘You say that you have come to
time if they had obeyed them, and they
ask if there is any message from me, but as
treated the Sabbath days like any other
surely as I am alive, I will not allow you to
day. So I said that I would destroy them in
ask for any message from me.’
the wilderness, because that would show
4
If you are willing to warn them, remind that I was very angry with them. 14 But
them of the disgusting things that their an- again, so that the other people groups
cestors did. 5 Then say to them, ‘On the would not laugh at me, I decided to do
day that I chose you Israelite people to be- something in order to show those people
long to me, I made a solemn oath to your groups that I was still as powerful as when
ancestors while they were still in Egypt.’ I they had seen me bring my people out of
said to them, ’I am Yahweh, your God. 6 I Egypt. 15 I solemnly swore to your peo-

Chapter 20
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ple in the wilderness that I would not take
them into the land that I had promised to
give them, a land that was the most fertile
and beautiful land in the world. 16 I made
this oath, because they had rejected and
disobeyed all my laws, and because they
were treating the Sabbath days like any
other day. And they insisted on worshiping their idols. 17 But I still pitied them, so
I did not destroy them in the wilderness.
18
I said to their children, the next generation, ’Do not do the things that your parents always do. Do not worship their idols
and so make it impossible for me to accept
you. 19 I am Yahweh your God. Carefully
obey my laws and commands. 20 Respect
my Sabbath days, in order that by doing
that, it will remind you that you belong to
me.

would be horriﬁed at themselves, and in
order that they would know that I, Yahweh, have the power to do what I say that
I will do.
27

Therefore, son of man, speak to the Israelite people. Say this to them, ‘This is
what Yahweh the Lord says to you: This
is one way that your ancestors dishonored me by turning away from me.’ 28
After I brought them into the land that I
had sworn to give them, every time that
they saw a high hill or a big green tree,
they offered sacriﬁces to idols there. They
made offerings to them, and that caused
me to become angry. They presented
to those idols their fragrant incense, and
they poured out wine offerings to them.
29
Then I asked them, ‘What is this hilltop
place where you go to worship idols?’ So
21
But their children also rebelled against they are still called Bamah, which means
me. They did not take care to obey ‘hilltop.’
my laws, even though anyone who obeys 30
Therefore, say this to the Israelite peothem will live for a long time; and they
ple: ’This is what Yahweh the Lord says:
also treated the Sabbath days like any
Why do you imitate your ancestors in actother day. So again I said that I would
ing in ways that make me unable to ackill them all in the wilderness, and in this
cept you? You act like prostitutes, leaving
way I would stop being angry. 22 But I did
their husbands for other men. In the same
not do that. I decided once more to do
way, you have left me to worship disgustsomething so that the other people groups,
ing idols. 31 When you sacriﬁce your chilthose that had seen me bring your people
dren in the ﬁre, you make me unable to acout of Egypt, would not laugh and say that
cept you. It is the same as when you bow
23
So I swore to
I had lost my power.
down to your idols. You Israelite people,
them in the wilderness that I would scatshould I allow you to ask me to direct you
ter them among many people groups, 24
in any matter? I, Yahweh the Lord, say
because they had rejected and disobeyed
that as surely as I am alive, I will not anall my laws, and because they were treatswer if you ask me.’
ing the Sabbath days like any other day—
and because they were eager to worship 32 You say, ‘We want to be like the other
the idols that their parents had worshiped. people groups in the world. We want to
25
So I also allowed them to obey laws that worship idols made of wood and stone like
were not good, laws that would not help they do.’ But what you want will never
them live a long time. 26 I allowed them to happen.’ 33 I, Yahweh your Lord, say that
do things that made it impossible for me as surely as I am alive, I will use my great
to accept them: I allowed them to sacri- power to rule over you, and to show that
ﬁce their ﬁrstborn children in ﬁre. I al- I am angry with you. 34 With my great
lowed them to do that in order that they power I will gather you from the places
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to which I scattered you. 35 I will bring
you to a wilderness that is surrounded by
other nations. There, while I am looking
at you, I will judge you. 36 I will punish
you, as I punished your ancestors in the
wilderness near Egypt. 37 I will make you
submit to me; I will force you to obey the
covenant that I made with you. 38 I will
destroy the people among you who rebel
against me. Although I will bring them out
of Babylonia, where they are now living,
they will not enter Israel. Then you will
know that it is I, Yahweh, who have the
power to do what I say that I will do.

Lord declares.”
45

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 46 ”Son of man, turn toward the
south. Preach about what will happen to
that dry land, to the forest there. 47 Say
to the forest in the southern wilderness
of Israel: Listen to this message that Yahweh the Lord is saying about you: I am
about to start a ﬁre in your midst, and it
will burn up all your trees, both the green
trees and the withered trees. Nothing will
extinguish the blazing ﬂames. And the
ﬁre will scorch the faces of everyone who
lives in that area, from the south to the
48
39
Everyone will see that it is I, YahAs for you Israelite people, this is what north.
weh,
who
have lit this ﬁre, and no one will
I, Yahweh the Lord, say: Go and worship
your idols now, each of you. But after- be able to put it out.”
wards, you will surely pay attention to me 49 Then I said, “Yahweh, my Lord, when I
and no longer dishonor me by taking gifts tell things like this to people, they do not
40
I, Yahweh your Lord, believe me. They say about me, ‘He is only
to your idols.
declare that there on my sacred hill, Zion, telling parables.’ ”
that high hill in Israel, you will bring gifts
to me, and I will accept them. I will require you to bring to me gifts and offerings there, and your sacriﬁces that you
will set apart for me. 41 When I bring you 1
Yahweh gave me another message. He
out from the other nations to which you
2
”Son of man, turn toward the south.
said,
have been scattered, I will accept you as
though you were fragrant incense. I will Set yourself against them. Preach against
show the people of other nations that I the south and prophesy against the for3
have set myself apart as holy, that I might est in the southern Judean wilderness.
be honored. 42 Then, when I bring you Say to them, ’This is what Yahweh says:
into the land of Israel, the land that I I am opposed to you, and it will be as
swore to give to your ancestors, you will though I pull my sword from its sheath
and the wicked
know that I, Yahweh, have done it. 43 And to kill both the righteous
4
people
among
you!
So
what I will do
there in Israel you will remember how
you conducted your lives previously, the to you will be as though I pull my sword
actions that caused you to become unac- from its sheath and strike you. I will kill
ceptable to me, and you will hate your- everyone, including righteous people and
selves for all the evil things that you have wicked people. I will get rid5of everyone,
done. 44 When I act toward you Israelite from the south to the north. Then everypeople to protect my reputation, and not one will know that it is as though I, Yahbecause of your evil deeds and corrupt be- weh, have struck people with my sword,
havior, you Israelite people will know that and I will not put it back in its sheath
I, Yahweh, have the power to do what I say again.’
that I will do. That is what Yahweh the 6 Therefore, Son of man, groan! Groan

Chapter 21
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in front of the Israelite people very sadly
That is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say.
and sorrowfully. 7 And when they ask you,
14
So, Son of man, prophesy;
‘Why are you groaning?’ tell them that it
clap your hands to show that you are
is because of the news that they soon will
hear. Everyone will be very fearful, and very sad about what is going to happen.
their hands will tremble uncontrollably,
My sword will strike my people again
while their knees become as weak as waand again;
ter. A great disaster will soon occur. This
it is a sword for slaughtering many peois what Yahweh the Lord is promising.”
ple,
8
Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 9 ”Son of man, prophesy and say to
while I attack them from every side.
them, ’This is what the Lord says:
15
In order that people will be very much
I will sharpen my sword
afraid
and polish it.

and that many people will die,

10

It will be sharp in order that I can
slaughter many people with it;

I have placed soldiers at every city gate,

I will polish it so that it will ﬂash like
lightning.

My sword will ﬂash like lightning,

The people of Judah will not celebrate
about their king’s scepter,

ready to slaughter people.
as the soldiers slaughter the people.
16

because it will not resist the sword right
that is coming against it.
11

So I will polish the sword,

12

So, Son of man, cry and wail,

I will tell my sword to slash to the

and then to the left,

and to turn in every direction until
and the right person will then hold it no one remains alive.
in his hand.
17
Then I will clap my hands triNow it is sharp; now it shines,
umphantly;
ready for the killer to use!
and then I will no longer be angry.
That will surely happen because I, Yahbecause I will use my sword to kill my weh, have said it.’”
people,
18
Yahweh gave me another message. He
including the leaders of Israel.
said, 19 ”Son of man, draw on a map two
That sword will kill them and all the roads for the king of Babylonia to march
on with his army. When they depart from
others of my people;
their own country, they will come to a
my sword will kill them all,
signpost where a single road divides into
20
If they take one of
so beat your chests to show that you are those two roads.
those
roads,
they
will
attack the city of
sad.
Rabbah, the capital of the Ammon people
13
I am about to test my people,
group. If they take the other road, they
and what will happen if the scepter will come to Judah and Jerusalem, a city
cannot resist?
with walls around it. 21 When the army
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of Babylon comes to where the road divides, the army will stop, while the king
performs magic rituals to decide which
road to go on. He will throw arrows; then
he will consult his idols about which road
to go on, and he will examine the liver of
a sheep. 22 With his right hand he will
pick up the arrow marked with the name
of Jerusalem. He will then command his
soldiers to go to Jerusalem. When they
arrive there, they will set up rams to batter down the walls, and then the king will
give the command for them to slaughter
the people. They will shout the battlecry,
and they will set up the rams against the
city gates. They will build a dirt ramp
against the walls around the city, and set
walls against the city. 23 The people in
Jerusalem who had promised to be loyal
to the king of Babylonia will think that
those magic rituals must be wrong. They
will think that his army should not be attacking them. But he will remind them of
the disloyalty of which they are guilty, and
he will say that they have violated their
agreement with him.

one will be king of Judah again, not until
the man comes who deserves to be king.
Then I will make him become king.’
28

And, Son of man, prophesy and say that
this is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say about
the Ammon people group, and about how
I will disgrace them:
’My soldiers have swords
and they have pulled out those swords
to slaughter many people.
They have polished them in order to kill
people,
and to ﬂash like lightning.
29

Your Ammonite prophets have given
you false visions about what will happen
to you,
and they have held useless ceremonies
that give you false messages.
So swords will strike the necks of those
wicked people.
The day when I punish them has come,
because they have not been loyal to

me.’
Therefore, tell the Israelite people that
30
But later the soldiers of Babylon will
this is what Yahweh the Lord says: ‘You
have
to put their swords back into their
people have allowed everyone to see that
you are openly rebelling against the king sheaths,
of Babylonia, and by doing that you have
because the time for them to slaughter
shown that everything that you do is sin- their enemies will end.
ful. Therefore he will capture you and
I will judge these Babylonians in the
take you to Babylonia.’
country where they were born.
24

31
I will pour out my punishment on
Also, say to the king of Judah, ‘You very
wicked king of Israel, it is your time to die. them.
It is the time for Yahweh to punish you.’
Because I am very angry with them,
26
And this is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say
my breath on them will scorch them
to you about your king in Jerusalem, ’Take
off the king’s turban and his crown, be- like a ﬁre.
cause now things will be different than
I will allow brutal men to capture them,
they were before. I will give power to
men who are experts at killing people.
those who had none, and I will disgrace
32
They will be like fuel that is burned
those who had power. 27 I will cause the
Babylonians to destroy everything. No in a ﬁre.
25
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Their blood will ﬂow in their own their monthly menstrual periods. 11 There
land.
are men who sleep with someone else’s
No one will remember them anymore. wife. Some of your men sleep with their
daughters-in-law or with their own sisters
That will surely happen because I, or half-sisters. 12 There are among you
Yahweh, have said it.”
men who accept bribes in order to cause
someone to be executed. You charge interest when you lend people money. You
become rich by forcing people to give you
money. And you have forgotten me, Yah1
Yahweh gave me another message. He weh.

Chapter 22

said, 2 ”Son of man, are you ready to condemn the people of Jerusalem? It is a city
full of murderers. Remind them of all the
detestable things that they have done. 3
Then say, ’This is what Yahweh the Lord
says: By murdering people and by deﬁling
yourselves, by making idols, you people of
this city have brought on yourselves the
time when I will destroy you. 4 You have
become guilty by murdering innocent people. You have made it impossible for me
to accept you, by making idols for yourselves. You are bringing your time to an
end. Therefore I will cause the other people groups to laugh at you and mock you. 5
People in countries that are near you and
people who live far from you will make
fun of you, because your city is full of confusion, and because you have made it impossible for me, your own God, to accept
you.
6

Think about how each of your Israelite
kings have used his power to murder people. 7 Your people do not respect their
parents; they have oppressed foreigners;
they mistreat orphans and widows. 8 You
despise my sacred places and practices,
and you treat the Sabbath days like any
other day. 9 Among you are men who
tell lies in order to cause others to be executed. There are those who go to the
hilltops and eat food offered to idols, and
they openly perform evil acts. 10 There
are men who sleep with their father’s wife,
and men who sleep with women during

13

So I will shake my ﬁst at your unfair
proﬁts and at the murderers who live
among you. 14 When I ﬁnish punishing
you, you will no longer be courageous. I,
Yahweh, have said what I will do to you,
and I will do it. 15 I will scatter you among
many people groups, and I will make you
stop your sinful behavior. 16 When the
people of other nations see that you have
been humiliated, you will know that I, Yahweh, have the power to do what I say that
I will do.’”
17

Yahweh then said to me, 18 ”Son of man,
your Israelite people have become useless
to me. They are like dross to me. They
are like the useless copper, tin, iron, and
lead that remains after silver is melted
in a very hot furnace 19 Therefore, this is
what I, Yahweh the Lord, say: Because you
have all become like dross, I will gather
you in Jerusalem. 20 People put ore containing silver, copper, iron, lead, and tin
in a very hot furnace and melt them in
a blazing ﬁre to burn up the impurities.
Similarly, I will gather you together inside
Jerusalem, and because I am very angry
with you, what I will do will be as though
I am melting you. 21 It will be as though I
am blowing on you with a hot breath that
shows that I am very angry, and it will be
as though you will melt, 22 as though you
will melt like silver melts in a furnace, and
then you will know that I, Yahweh, have
punished you.”
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23

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 24 ”Son of man, say to the Israelite
people, ‘You are disgusting to Yahweh,
completely unacceptable to him. So Yahweh is angry with you. There will be no
rain in your country.’ 25 Their leaders
are like lions that tear apart the animals
that they have killed. The leaders destroy
their people. They steal treasures and
other valuable things from people, and
they murder many men and make their
wives into widows. 26 Their priests disobey my laws and dishonor my sacred
things by saying that there is no difference between things that are sacred and
those that are not sacred, and by ignoring my laws about resting on the Sabbath
days. As a result, they no longer honor me.
27
Their oﬃcials are like wolves that tear
apart the animals that they have killed.
They murder people in order to get their
money. 28 Their prophets try to cover up
those sins by saying they have received visions from God. They say, ‘This is what
Yahweh the Lord says,’ when I have said
29
nothing to them.
The Israelite people force others to give them money, and
they rob people. They oppress poor people, and they mistreat foreigners among
them by not treating them fairly in the
courts.
30

I looked among them to ﬁnd a man who
would pray for the people and cause them
to repent so that I would not need to destroy them. But I did not ﬁnd anyone. 31
So because I am very angry with them,
I will severely punish them for all the
wicked things that they have done. That
will surely happen because I, Yahweh the
Lord, have said it.”

Samaria. Once there were two women,
daughters of the same mother. 3 They
lived in Egypt. And from the time that
they were young women, they became
prostitutes. In that land, men fondled
their breasts and caressed their young bosoms. 4 The older sister was Oholah, and
her younger sister was Oholibah. It was as
though they later became my wives. Later
they gave birth to sons and daughters.
Oholah represents Samaria, and Oholibah
represents Jerusalem.
5

Oholah acted like a prostitute while she
was still my wife. She desired to sleep
with those whom she loved—soldiers
from Assyria. 6 Some of them were army
oﬃcers and commanders. They wore
beautiful purple uniforms. They were all
handsome young men who rode horses. 7
She acted like a prostitute toward all the
important Assyrian oﬃcials. I could no
longer accept her as belonging to me, because she was worshiping all the idols of
8
the men she wanted to sleep with.
When she was a young woman in Egypt,
she started being a prostitute, and she allowed young men to caress her breasts
and have sex with her. When she became
older, she did not quit acting like a prostitute.
9

So I allowed the Assyrian soldiers, whom
she wanted to sleep with, to capture her.
10
They stripped all her clothes off her.
They took away her sons and daughters.
And then they killed her with a sword.
Other women started talking about how
she was disgraced, and about how she deserved to suffer.
11

Her younger sister Oholibah saw those
things that happened to Oholah, but she
was also a prostitute, and she desired
to sleep with men even more than her
older sister had desired. 12 Oholibah also
1
Yahweh said to me, 2 ”Son of man, lis- wanted to sleep with the Assyrian soldiers.
ten to this parable about Jerusalem and Some of them were army oﬃcers and com-

Chapter 23
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manders. They all wore beautiful uniforms. They were all handsome young
men. And they rode horses. 13 I saw what
she did that caused me to be unable to accept her, just like her older sister.
14

But she did even worse things. She
saw drawings of men from Babylonia on
the walls, painted in red. 15 The men
in the drawings had belts around their
waists and long turbans on their heads.
They all resembled oﬃcers from Babylonia who rode in chariots. 16 As soon as she
saw those drawings, she wanted to sleep
with those men, and she sent messages to
them in Babylonia. 17 Then the soldiers
from Babylonia came to her, lay in bed
with her, and slept with her. Then she
became disgusted with them and turned
away from them. 18 But when she continued to openly act like a prostitute and
to show herself naked to others, I became
disgusted with her and rejected her, as I
had rejected her older sister. 19 But she
became even more immoral, as she remembered when she was a young woman
learning to be a prostitute in Egypt. 20
There she wanted to sleep with those who
loved her, whose private parts were very
long, like those of donkeys, and whose
reproductive emissions were huge, like
those of horses. 21 So she desired to be immoral like she was when she was young,
when men in Egypt caressed her bosom
and fondled her young breasts.
22

Oholibah represents you people of
Jerusalem. Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the Lord say: Those soldiers who
loved you but from whom you turned
away because you became disgusted with
them—I will make them angry with you. I
will make them come and attack you from
every side— 23 soldiers from Babylon and
all the other places in Babylonia, and their
allies from the regions of Pekod, Shoa, and
Koa, and all the army of Assyria. Yes, all of

them are handsome young men, army oﬃcers and commanders, oﬃcers who have
great fame, all riding on horses. 24 Their
huge army will attack you with weapons,
riding in chariots and pulling wagons that
will carry the army supplies. They will
surround you, carrying large and small
shields, and wearing helmets. I will allow
them to capture you and punish you in
the way that they always punish their enemies. 25 Because I am very angry with you,
I will cause them to act furiously toward
you. They will cut off your noses and your
ears. Then, those who are still alive, they
will kill with their swords. They will take
away your sons and daughters, and it will
be like a ﬁre that burns up your descendants. 26 They will strip off your clothes
and your ﬁne jewelry, and they will take
them away. 27 In that way, I will stop all
the immoral behavior that began when
you became a prostitute in Egypt. You will
no longer desire to do those things; you
will no longer think about what you did
in Egypt.
28

This is what I, Yahweh the Lord say:
Those whom you hate, those with whom
you became disgusted and from whom
you turned away—I am about to allow
them to capture you. 29 They will be
cruel; they will take away everything that
you own. They will leave you completely
naked, and everyone will see that you
truly are a prostitute. 30 It is because of
what you have done that you will be punished in that way; you have been an immoral prostitute; you have slept with men
of other nations, and you have made it
impossible for me to accept you, because
you have worshiped their idols. 31 You
have behaved like the people of Samaria,
who are like your older sister. So I will
cause you to be punished as they were
punished.
32
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You will suffer when you drink from a cup they have caused my temple to be an unacthat is deep and large.
ceptable place for worship, and they treat
the Sabbath days like any other day. 39
It will be as though you will drink from
On the same day that they sacriﬁced their
the same cup that the people of Samaria
children to their idols, they entered my
drank from.
temple, which caused it to be an unacceptAnd it is because you will drink what it able place for worshiping me. They did
is in that cup, many people will scorn you these things in my own house!
and make fun of you,
40
They sent messages to men in counbecause when you drink from the cup tries far away. And as those men were
it will make you drunk and then you will coming, the two sisters bathed themselves
for them, painted their eyebrows, and put
be overcome with sadness.
on jewelry. 41 They sat on a beautiful
33
When you become very drunk, you
couch, with a table in front of it on which
will become very sad,
they had put incense and olive oil that bebecause drinking what is in that cup longed to me.
will cause you to be ruined; everyone will 42
Soon there was a noisy crowd around
leave you.
them.
Among the crowd there were
This is what happened to the people drunkards who had come from the desert
of Arabia. They put bracelets on the arms
of Samaria, who are like your sister.
of the two sisters, and they put beauti34
You will drink all the liquid that is in
43
Then I
ful crowns on their heads.
that cup;
said about the woman who had become
then you will break that cup into exhausted by sleeping with many men,
pieces
‘Now those men will act toward her as
though she were a prostitute, because that
and use those pieces to cut your
is all that she is.’ 44 So they slept with
breasts because you will be very sad.
those two women, Oholah and Oholibah,
That will surely happen because I, Yah- as men sleep with prostitutes. 45 But righweh, have said it.
teous men will condemn them to be pun35
Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the ished, as women who commit adultery
Lord, say: Because you have forgotten me and who murder others are punished, beand rejected me, I must punish you for cause those women commit adultery and
your immoral behavior and for being a they murder others.
prostitute.”
36

46

Yahweh said to me, ”Son of man, judge
the people of those two cities represented
by Oholah and Oholibah. You must remind them of their detestable behavior. 37
It is as though they have committed adultery and have murdered people. They
have been unfaithful to me by worshiping
idols. They have even sacriﬁced their own
children, who belonged to me, in ﬁre. 38
They have done other disgraceful things:

So this is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
say: Bring a mob to attack Samaria and
Jerusalem, and allow that mob to cause
the people of those cities to be terriﬁed;
47
allow the mob to rob them.
The
mob will throw stones at them to kill
them; they will cut them into pieces with
their swords, they will kill their sons and
daughters, and they will burn down their
houses.
48
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their immoral behavior. This will warn
Take the pieces of meat out of the pot,
other women to not imitate what you peobut do not choose which pieces to take
ple of Jerusalem are doing. 49 I will punish out.
you people of Jerusalem for your immoral
7
The blood of the people who were murbehavior and for worshiping idols. Then
you will know that I, Yahweh the Lord, dered in Jerusalem is still there;
have the power to do what I say that I will
they were murdered on the bare rocks,
do.”
not on the soil, where their blood
could be covered.

Chapter 24

8

1

Almost nine years after the Babylonians
had taken us Israelites to their land, on the
tenth day of the tenth month of that year,
Yahweh gave me this message: 2 ”Son of
man, write down what day of the month
this is. On this day the army of the king of
Babylon has surrounded Jerusalem. 3 Tell
those rebellious Israelite people in Babylon a parable. Say this to them: This is
what Yahweh the Lord says:

But I am the one who caused the
blood of those who were murdered to be
smeared on the bare rock,
ered;

I did that in order that I could see it
and then be angry and get revenge.’
9

Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say:
’Terrible things will happen to that city
that is full of murderers!
It will be as though I also will pile high
the wood in the ﬁre.

’Pour water into the cooking pot
and put the pot on the ﬁre.

10

4

Put into the pot some pieces of meat
from one of your best sheep:

Then ﬁll the rest of the pot with the best
bones.
Pile wood on the ﬁre,

So heap on the wood
and light the ﬁre!

Cook the meat well,

put in the leg and shoulder, which are
the best pieces.

5

where their blood could not be cov-

and mix some spices with it;
cook it until the bones are black.
11

Then set the empty pot on the coals
of the ﬁre

until the pot becomes very hot and
and cook the bones and the meat in
the copper glows,
the boiling water.’
6
so that the corrosion will disappear.
Do that because this is what Yahweh the
12
Lord says:
It is as though I tried to get rid of that
corrosion,
’Terrible things will happen to

Jerusalem; it is city that is full of murderers,
pot,

but I was not able to do it,

a city that is like a corroded copper ﬁre.
13

not even by putting that pot on the

The corrosion in the pot represents your
and the corrosion cannot be removed. immoral behavior. I tried to cleanse you
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from your wicked behavior, but you did
not allow me to do that. So you will not
be cleansed from the guilt of your sin until I have punished you and I am no longer
angry.
14

your turbans wrapped around your heads
and keep your sandals on your feet. You
will not mourn or cry, but your bodies will
become very thin and slowly die; I will not
forgive your sins at all. And you will groan
for each other. 24 Ezekiel will be a warning to you, and you must do what he has
done. When that happens, you will know
that I, Yahweh the Lord have the power to
do what I say that I will do.’”

I, Yahweh, have said that I will surely
punish you. And it is time for me to do
that. I will not change my mind; I will not
refrain from punishing you, and I will not
pity you. I will judge you and punish you
as you deserve to be punished for your sin- 25 Then Yahweh said to me, ”Son of man,
ful behavior. That will surely happen be- soon I will destroy their sacred temple,
which they rejoice about and which they
cause I, Yahweh the Lord, have said it.’”
respect and delight to look at, and I will
15
One day Yahweh gave me this message:
get rid of their sons and daughters also.
16
”Son of man, I am going to suddenly take 26
On that day, someone will escape from
from you your wife by means of a disease,
Jerusalem and come and tell you what has
your wife, whom you love very much. But
happened there. 27 When that happens,
when she dies, do not show that you are
you will be able to speak again without
sad or lament or cry. 17 Groan quietly; do
constraint. You two will talk together. You
not cry openly for her. Keep your turban
will be a warning to the people; and they
wrapped around your head, and instead
will know that I, Yahweh, have the power
of being barefoot, keep your sandals on
to do what I say that I will do.”
your feet. Do not cover the lower part of
your face to show that you are sad. And do
not eat the kind of food that people who
are mourning usually eat.”

Chapter 25

18

So one morning I talked to the people as
usual, and that evening my wife suddenly 1 Some time later, Yahweh gave me andied. The next morning I did what Yah- other message. He said, 2 ”Son of man,
weh had told me to do.
turn toward where the Ammon people
group lives, and prophesy about the ter19
Then the people asked me, “What do the
rible things that will happen to them. 3
things that you are doing signify to us?”
Say about them, ’This is what Yahweh the
20
I answered them, ”This is what Yahweh Lord says: You shouted joyfully when my
told me: 21 ’Tell the Israelite people that I temple in Jerusalem was destroyed, and
am about to destroy the temple, the build- when the country of Israel was ruined,
ing that you are very proud of, the build- and when the people of Judah were exiled
ing that you delight to look at. Your chil- to Babylon. 4 Therefore, I am going to aldren whom you left in Jerusalem when low an army of the people in the east to
you were forced to come to Babylon— come and conquer you. They will set up
your enemies will kill them. 22 When that their tents in your country and live there.
happens, you will do as I have done: You They will eat the fruit from your fruit trees
will not cover the lower part of your faces, and drink the milk from your cattle. 5 I
or eat the kinds of food that people who will cause your capital city of Rabbah to
are mourning usually eat. 23 You will keep become a pasture for camels, and the rest
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of Ammon, where your people are now
living, to become only a resting place for
sheep. Then you will know that I, Yahweh,
have the power to do what I say that I will
6
do.
This is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
say: You clapped your hands joyfully and
stomped your feet, and laughed because
you despised the people in the land of Israel. 7 Therefore, I will use my power
against you, and I will enable other nations to conquer you and take you away
like any other possessions of yours. I will
destroy you completely, and you will no
longer be one of the nations. When that
happens, people will know that I, Yahweh,
have the power to do what I say that I will
do.’”
8

This is also what the Lord Yahweh says:
The people of Moab south of Ammon and
the people of Seir south of Moab despised
Israel and said, “The people of Israel have
become as unimportant as all the other nations!” 9 Therefore I will destroy the cities
that protect the borders of Moab, starting at Beth Jeshimoth, Baal Meon, and
Kiriathaim, the ﬁnest cities in Moab. 10
I will enable people from the east to conquer Moab and also to conquer Ammon.
As the result, just as I will cause Ammon
to be no longer remembered by other nations, 11 I will also punish the people of
Moab. When that happens, people will
know that I, Yahweh, have the power to
do what I say that I will do.”
12

This is also what Yahweh the Lord says:
”You people of Edom are guilty of getting
revenge on the people of Judah. 13 Therefore this is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say: I
will use my power against the people of
Edom and will get rid of their men and
their animals. I will ruin the land from
the region of Teman in central Edom to
the region of Dedan in the south of Edom,
and their enemies will kill many of their
14
The Israelite people will use
men.

their power to get revenge on the people
of Edom. They will show the people of
Edom that I have been angry with them
and that I will punish them. I will get revenge on the people of Edom. Then they
will know that I, Yahweh the Lord, have
the power to do what I say that I will do.”
15

This is also what Yahweh the Lord says:
”The Philistia people group wanted very
much for a long time to get revenge on the
people of Judah. They very maliciously
wanted to destroy Judah. 16 Therefore this
is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say: I am
about to use my power against the Philistia people. I will get rid of the Kereth people group and all those who live along the
coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 17 I will
get great revenge on them and show that
I am angry with them by the way I punish
them. And when I get revenge on them,
they will know that I, Yahweh, have the
power to do what I say that I will do.”

Chapter 26
1

It was almost eleven years after the Babylonians had taken the Israelites to their
land, on the ﬁrst day of the month, Yahweh gave me another message. He said
to me, 2 ”Son of man, the people of the
city of Tyre shouted joyfully and they said
about Jerusalem, ‘Jerusalem, the city from
which traders went to many nations, is
now destroyed. Now people from all over
the world will come to us to buy and sell
things. We will proper because Jerusalem
has now been ruined!’ 3 Therefore, this
is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say: ’I am now
your enemy, you people of Tyre. I will
cause the armies of many nations to come
and attack your city, as the waves of the
sea beat against the shores. 4 Their soldiers will destroy the walls around Tyre
and tear down your towers. The city
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will be completely destroyed. Then they
will scrape away the rubble and cause
5
the city to become a bare rock.
Out
in the sea, the part of your city that is
on an island will become a place where
men spread their ﬁshing nets to dry them.
That will surely happen because I, Yahweh the Lord, have predicted it: People
from many nations will carry off everything of value in your city. 6 The people
in small villages on the coast near Tyre—
your enemies will kill them with their
swords. Then people will know that I, Yahweh, have the power to do what I say that
I will do.’

They will take away all the people’s valuable possessions and steal the things that
the merchants sell. They will tear down
the walls of the houses and destroy their
ﬁne houses. Then they will throw into
the sea the stones from the walls of those
houses and the timber and the rubble. 13
No longer will the people sing noisy songs
or play their harps. 14 They will cause
the city to become a bare rock and only a
place where men spread their ﬁshing nets.
And the city will never be rebuilt.’” Those
things will certainly happen because the
Lord Yahweh has declared that they will
happen.

7

15

This is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say is
going to happen: From the north, I am
going to bring the most powerful king in
the world, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, with his army to attack Tyre. They
will bring horses and chariots, and men
who ride the horses and men who drive
the chariots; it will be a huge army. 8
In the battles in the small villages on the
coast, their soldiers will kill many people
with their swords. Then they will build up
walls outside the city of Tyre. They will
build a dirt ramp up to the top of the wall,
and they will all hold up shields to protect
themselves from arrows being shot from
the ground. 9 The king will direct the soldiers who operate the rams to batter the
wall, and those who will use iron bars to
tear down the towers in the wall. 10 The
king will have a huge number of horses,
and the stamping of their hooves will raise
dust to cover the whole city. It will be as
though the walls tremble because of the
noise made by the horses, the supply wagons, and the chariots when they enter the
city where the enemy has broken down
the walls. 11 The horses will trample all
of the streets of the city with their hooves.
The soldiers will kill the people with their
swords; they will cause the monuments
that celebrated their strength to collapse.

This is also what the Lord Yahweh says
about the people of Tyre: When the people in Tyre groan because the enemy has
wounded them, when many people die,
and when the enemy destroys the city, the
people living along the coast will tremble
because they are afraid. 16 Then all the
kings in the cities along the coast will step
down from their thrones and lay aside
their robes and their embroidered clothes.
They will be terriﬁed, and they will sit
on the ground, trembling. They will be
shocked because of what has happened to
the city of Tyre. 17 Then they will sing a
sad song about the city, like this:
’The famous city, in which many men
who sailed on the seas lived,
is now no more!
The people of that city had great power
as they sailed, but now they are at the bottom of the sea;
they terriﬁed all the people living near
them.
18

But now everyone living along the
coast is terriﬁed because the enemy has
destroyed the great city.
It is as though the land along the coast
itself were trembling;
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6
the people on the islands in the sea are
You carved oars from oak trees from
terriﬁed because that city exists no more.’ the region of Bashan.
19

This is also what the Lord Yahweh says:
’When I cause everyone to leave the city of
Tyre, like people have left other cities in
which no one lives any longer, and when
I cause the huge waves of the sea to cover
the city, 20 then I will bring the people of
that city down to be with everyone else
who is dead, those who died long ago. I
will cause them to live in the place below the earth that is like old ruins, with
those who have gone down to that pit previously, and they will never return to the
earth, to where people are alive. 21 I will
cause them to die in a horrible way, and
that will be the end of them. People will
search for that city, but it will no longer
exist.” This is what the Lord Yahweh declares will happen.

Chapter 27
1

You made the deck from cypress wood
from the island of Cyprus,
and you covered the decks with ivory.
7

You made the sails from ﬁne embroidered linen from Egypt;
those sails were like ﬂags that people
could see far away.
8

Men from the cities of Sidon and Arvad
pulled your oars;
the men who steered the ship were
experienced sailors from Tyre.
9

Experienced craftsmen from Gebal
were on board. They caulked the seams
of your ships.
Sailors from many countries came in
their ships to buy and sell goods with you.
10

Men who came from the far away
lands of Persia, Lud, and Put were soldiers
in your army.

Yahweh said this to me: 2 ”Son of man,
They hung their shields and helmets on
sing a funeral song about Tyre. 3 The city
the walls of your city;
of Tyre is on an island at the edge of the
this caused many people to admire
sea, and their merchants traded with peoyour
city.
ple groups who live along many seacoasts.
This is what Yahweh the Lord says that
11
Men from the cities of Arvad and
you should tell them:
Helek were watchmen on your city walls;
You people of Tyre said that your city
men from the city of Gammad were
was very beautiful.
in your towers.
4

You controlled what people bought
They also hung their shields on your
and sold—the people who lived along the walls;
sea.
they also made your city very beautiThose who built your city made it very ful.
beautiful.
12
Because of the many things that you
5
You and your city were like a huge ship
had to trade, men from Tarshish sent merthat you built from ﬁr trees on Mount chants who brought silver, iron, tin, and
lead to trade for things that you had.
Hermon.
Then you took cedar wood from 13 Merchants from the regions of Greece,
Tubal, and Meshech brought slaves and
Lebanon to make a mast for the ship.
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things made from bronze to trade for spices and jewels and gold to exchange for
things that you had.
things that you had.
Men from Beth Togarmah brought work 23 Men came from Haran, Kanneh, Eden,
horses, war horses, and mules to trade for Sheba, Ashur and Kilmad in Mesopotamia
with their goods. 24 They brought beauthings that you had.
tiful things to trade with you: Blue cloth,
15
Merchants came to you from the island
embroidered cloth, and rugs of many colof Rhodes.
ors that were rolled up and tied with
People from many nations by the sea ropes.
traded with you;
25
Cargo ships from Tarshish carried all
14

they brought ivory and valuable black those things that you sold;
ebony wood to trade for things that you
the warehouses on your island were
had.
full of all those things and brought you
16
Because you had very many things great honor.
26
to trade, people from the land of Aram
The men who row your ships took the
brought to you valuable turquoise stones, ships full of cargo out onto the large seas.
purple cloth, embroidered cloth, ﬁne
But now the strong east wind has
linen cloth, and jewelry made from coral
wrecked
those ships.
and rubies to you.
27
Everything in the ships has been
17
Men from Judah and Israel brought
lost—
wheat from the city of Minnith in Ammon,
and cakes, honey, olive oil, and ointment
all the valuable cargo and many of
to trade for your things.
the sailors and ship pilots,
18

the ship workers and merchants and
Because you had very many things
to sell, men from the city of Damascus soldiers.
brought wine from the town of Helbon
On the day that the ships were wrecked,
and white wool from the area of Zahar to
all their crews sank to the bottom of
trade for many things that you had.
the sea.
19
Men from the tribe of Dan and Greek
28
The people in cities along the coast
men from the area of Izal brought things
made of iron, cassia spice, and fragrant trembled
calamus seeds to trade for things that you
when they heard your ship pilots cry
had.
out.
20

29
Merchants came from Dedan in southAll the men who pulled the oars will
ern Edom bringing saddle blankets to leave the ships;
trade for things that you had.
the sailors and pilots will come to the
21
Men from Arabia and all the rulers shore and stand on the beach.
of the region of Kedar sent merchants to
30
They will cry aloud because of what
trade lambs and rams and male goats for
has
happened
to you,
things that you had.
and they weep bitterly.
22
Merchants from Sheba and Raamah in
Arabia brought many kinds of very good
They will throw earth on their heads
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and roll around in ashes.
31

They shave their heads to show that
they are very sad because of what has happened to you,

Chapter 28
1

Then Yahweh gave me another message.
He said: 2 ”Son of man, give to the king
and they put on rough sackcloth to of Tyre this message from me, Yahweh the
mourn.
Lord:
They weep for you very bitterly

’You have very proudly claimed that you
are a god,

and mourn for you.
32

While they wail and mourn because
and that you are untouchable, since
of what has happened to you
you sit on a throne in a city on an island
in the sea!
they sing this sad funeral song:
’There was certainly never a city like
Tyre,
which now is silent,

You boast that you are a god,
but you are in reality only a man, not
a god.

covered by the waves of the sea.’

33

3

You think that you are wiser than
The goods that your merchants traded Daniel was,

were things that pleased the people
and you think that you can understand
of many countries.
every secret.
Kings in very distant places became rich
4
Because you were wise and shrewd in

from the money they made by buying business, you have become very rich;
and selling with you.
you have acquired much gold and
34
But now your city is like a ship silver for your treasuries.
wrecked in the sea;
5
Yes, it is true that by buying and selling
and everything in it is broken, and it wisely, you have become very rich;
is now at the bottom of the sea.
and because you are rich, you have
All of your cargo and your sailors have
become very proud.
sunk to the bottom of the sea.
6
35
All the people who live along the sea- Therefore, Yahweh the Lord says that
coast are appalled
because you think that you are as wise
because of what has happened to you. as a god,

Their kings are very horriﬁed;

7

they shake with fear as they watch.

he will bring a foreign army to attack
your country,

an army that causes other nations to
The merchants of the other nations
be terriﬁed.
shake their heads
36

because it is diﬃcult for them to beThey will pull out their swords to strike
lieve what has happened;
you,
now your city has disappeared,
you who think that you have marand it will not exist anymore.”

velous wisdom,
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15
and they will ruin all your beautiful
You were completely good in all that
things and make them ugly.
you did

from the day that you were created,

8

They will bring you down to your
grave;
you will die violently

until you started to do wicked things.
16

Then you became busy buying and
selling things,

like those who died in the sea.
9

Then you will certainly not tell those
who are killing you

you started to act violently,
and you sinned.
So I disgraced you.

that you are a god,

You, the angel who was supposed
because they will know that you are not
to guard the people—I forced you to leave
a god;
my own mountain;
you are only a man.
I forced you to leave those ﬁery stones.
10
You will die like other people die,
17
You were extremely proud
those who are unacceptable to God,
because you were very handsome.
those whom foreigners kill. That will
Because you loved beautiful things,
surely happen because Yahweh has said
it.’”
you did things that wise people do not

Yahweh also gave me this message: 12 do.
”Son of man, sing a sad song about the king
So I threw you to the ground,
of Tyre. Tell him that Yahweh the Lord
and allowed other kings who saw you
says this to him:
to laugh at you.
’You were completely perfect,
18
By committing many sins
extremely wise and handsome.
and by buying and selling things dis11

You had a wonderful life, because you honestly,
were in my beautiful garden in Eden.
you caused the places where people
worshiped
me to become unacceptable to
Your clothes were decorated with
me.
many kinds of very valuable stones—
So I will make a ﬁre that will burn your
ruby, topaz, emerald, chrysolite, onyx,
city
down.
jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and beryl
13

stones.
ings

Your city will be burned completely,

Those stones were set in gold mount-

and the people who watch it will see

that what is left of the city will only
which I prepared for you on the day be ashes.
19
that I created you.
All the people who knew what your
I appointed you to be a strong angel city was like previously
to guard the people.
will be appalled.
14

I placed you on my holy mountain,

Now your city will disappear,

and you walked among ﬁery stones.
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20

Then Yahweh gave me another message. spised them, my people will know that it is
He said, 21 ”Son of man, turn toward the I, Yahweh their God, who has done this.”
city of Sidon, and announce the terrible
things that will happen to it. 22 Give the
people of Sidon this message from Yahweh the Lord. Tell them:

Chapter 29

’I am your enemy, you people of Sidon.

1

Almost ten years after the Babylonians
had taken us Israelites to their land, on
By what I do to you,
the twelfth day of the tenth month of that
I will show you how great I am,
year, Yahweh gave me another message.
2
and you will know that it is Yahweh He said to me, ”Son of man, turn toward
who punishes you and judges you with jus- Egypt and proclaim the terrible things
that will happen to the king of Egypt and
tice.
all his people. 3 Give the king this message
You will know that I am different from from me, for I am Yahweh the Lord:
you, and that I will be honored by what I
’Know this, Pharaoh, king of Egypt that
do to you!
I, Yahweh, am your enemy.
23
I will send a plague on you,
You are like a great monster that lies
and I will send enemies to come and in the streams of the Nile River.
kill you in your streets.
You are so bold to say that the Nile River
They will attack you from every direc- is yours,
tion,
and that you made it for yourself.

4
and they will slaughter your people
But it will be as though I will put hooks
inside the walls of your city.
in your jaws

Then everyone will know that I, Yahweh, have the power to do what I say that
I will do.’

and drag you out onto the land,
with ﬁsh sticking to your scales.

5
I will leave you and all those ﬁsh to
No longer will people who live near
die in the desert;
the people of Israel hurt them as painful
you will fall to the ground,
briers and sharp thorns hurt people. And
then the Israelites will know that I, Yahand no one will pick up your corpse to
weh, have the power to do what I say that bury you,
I will do.”
because I declare that your body will
25
And this is also what Yahweh the Lord be food for the wild animals and birds.
says: ”I will gather them from distant 6
When that happens, all the people of
countries where I have scattered them.
And the other people groups will see that Egypt will know that it is I, Yahweh, who
I am set apart and honored, when the have the power to do what I say that I will
house of Israel makes their homes in the do.
land I gave my servant Jacob! 26 My peo- The Israelite people have trusted that you
ple will live safely in Israel; they will build would help them. But you have been like
houses and plant vineyards. And when I a reed pole in their hands. 7 And when
punish the nearby people groups that de- they leaned on that pole, it broke and tore
24
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open their shoulders. When they leaned Egypt could help them. And the people of
on you, you were like a pole that broke Israel will know that Yahweh the Lord has
in their hand, and as a result you caused the power to do what he says he will do.’”
their legs to be wrenched and that made 17
Almost twenty-seven years after we Isit impossible for them to stand.’
raelites prisoners had been taken to Babylonia, on the ﬁrst day of the new year,
8
Therefore Yahweh the Lord says, ’I will
Yahweh gave me this message: 18 ”Son
bring Egypt’s enemies to attack them with
of man, the army of King Nebuchadneztheir swords; they will kill Egypt’s peozar of Babylon fought very hard against
ple and animals. 9 Egypt will become an
Tyre, with the result that their heads were
empty desert. Then the people of Egypt
rubbed bare under their helmets, and
will know that it is I, Yahweh, who has the
their shoulders became raw. But Nebpower to do what he says he will do, and
uchadnezzar and his army did not get any
that he will punish the people of Egypt for
valuable things from Tyre to reward them
saying that the Nile River is theirs because
for their hard work in that campaign. 19
they made it. 10 I am against you and your
Therefore, Yahweh the Lord says that he
streams, and I will ruin Egypt and make
will enable King Nebuchadnezzar’s army
it into an empty desert, from the city of
to conquer Egypt. They will carry away
Migdol in the north to Syene in the south,
from there all the valuable things, in order
as far south as the border of Cush. 11 For
that the king can give them to his soldiers.
forty years no one will walk through that 20
Yahweh says that he will enable them to
area, and no one will live there. 12 Egypt
conquer Egypt as payment for what they
will be barren, and it will be surrounded
did to Tyre, because Nebuchadnezzar and
by other abandoned nations. The cities of
his army were working for him, doing
Egypt will be empty and without people
what he wanted them to do, which was to
for forty years, and the surrounding lands
destroy Tyre.”
will be the same. I will scatter the people
21
of Egypt to countries far away.’
Yahweh said to me, “Some day I will
make Israel become a mighty nation.
13
But Yahweh the Lord also says this: ’At When that happens, I will make them listhe end of forty years, I will enable the ten to what you tell them. Then they will
people of Egypt to return home again. 14 I know that all this has happened because I,
will bring back the people of Egypt whom Yahweh, will have done this.”
their enemies had captured, and I will allow them to live again in the region of
Pathros in the south, where they lived previously. But Egypt will continue to be a
15
It will
very unimportant kingdom.
1
Yahweh gave me another message. He
be the least important of all the nations;
2
”Son of man, prophesy about what
said,
it will never again be greater than the
nearby countries. I will cause Egypt to be will happen to Egypt. Say that this is what
very weak, and they will never again rule I, the Lord Yahweh, say:
over other nations. 16 When that happens,
’Weep and wail,
the leaders of Israel will no longer think of
because terrible things will happen
asking Egypt to help them. When I punish
one day that is coming.
Egypt, the Israelites will be reminded that
3
That day is near,
they previously sinned by trusting that

Chapter 30
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the day when I, Yahweh, will punish are safe. They will be horriﬁed when they
people;
hear that Egypt has been destroyed. This
will soon happen!
it will be like a day of full of storm clouds
10
and disaster for many nations.
This is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say:
4

An enemy army will come to attack
By the power of King Nebuchadnezzar
Egypt with their swords,
of Babylon
and there will be great distress for
I will destroy very many people in
the people in Cush.
Egypt.
11
The enemy army will kill many people
Nebuchadnezzar and his army, whose
in Egypt;
soldiers have no pity on anyone,

value,

they will take away everything of

and they will even tear the buildings
down to their foundations.
5

will come to destroy Egypt.
They will pull out their swords
and ﬁll Egypt with the corpses of those
whom they have killed.

Soldiers of Cush, Libya, Lydia, and all the
12
I will cause the streams of the Nile
foreigners in the land of Egypt, together
with the Jews living in Egypt—they will all River to become dry,
die because of war.’
and I will sell the nation of Egypt to
6
evil men.
This is what Yahweh says:
By the power of foreigners

’This army will defeat Egypt’s allies,

I will ruin the land and everything
and the power that the people of Egypt
that
is
in it.
are so proud of will end.
From the city of Migdol in the north to That will surely happen because I, Yahthe city of Syene in the south, they will kill weh, have said it will happen.
the soldiers of Egypt’s allies.
13
This is also what I, Yahweh the Lord,
say:
This is what Yahweh the Lord declares.
I will cause the enemy to destroy the
Egypt’s allies’ soldiers will be shocked,
and her allies’ cities will be destroyed, sur- idols
rounded by ruined cities in nearby nain the city of Memphis.
tions.
No longer will there be a king in Egypt,
8
Then, when I cause everything in
and I will terrify everyone in the land
Egypt to be burn down,
of Egypt.
and when I cause their enemies to
14
I will cause all people to leave the
defeat all their allies,
region of Pathros in southern Egypt.
people will know that I, Yahweh, have
I will start ﬁres in the city of Zoan in
the power to do what I say that I will do.
northeast Egypt
9
At that time, I will send messengers to go
swiftly up the Nile River in boats to terrify
and punish the people in the city of
the people of Cush, who still think they Thebes in southern Egypt.
7
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15

I will punish the soldiers in the I, Yahweh the Lord, say: I am the enemy
fortress of Pelusium in northern Egypt,
of the king of Egypt. I will completely destroy Egypt’s power; it is as though now
and I will destroy the people in Thebes.
I will break both of the king’s arms, the
16
I will burn Egypt with ﬁre;
good one and the broken one, and cause
23
I will
the people in Pelusium will suffer the sword to fall from his hand.
scatter
the
people
of
Egypt
among
the
nasevere pain.
24
tions.
It is as though I will strengthen
Enemies will conquer Thebes,
the arms of the king of Babylon and put
and the enemies of Memphis will at- a sword in his hand, and as though I will
tack the people who live there every day. break the arms of the king of Egypt, and he
will groan in front of the king of Babylon
17
The enemy will kill many young men like a soldier who is wounded and about
in the cities of Heliopolis and Bubastis in to die. 25 I will cause the king of Babynorthern Egypt,
lon to become stronger and stronger, and
and the people who are left will have the king of Egypt to become completely
weak. When that happens, when I make
to go to Babylon.
the Babylonian army strong, they will use
18
It will be a dark day of destruction at
that power to attack Egypt. 26 I will scatthe city of Tahpanhes in northeast Egypt
ter the people of Egypt among the nations.
when I cause the power of Egypt to And when that happens, people will know
that I, Yahweh, have the power to do what
end;
I say that I will do.
that country will no longer be strong.
It will be as though a dark cloud will
cover Egypt,
because the people of its villages will
go to Babylon as prisoners.

Chapter 31
1

Almost eleven years after the Babyloni19
ans had taken us Israelites to their land,
That is how I will punish Egypt,
Yahweh gave me another message, on the
and people will know that I, Yahweh, ﬁrst day of the third month of that year.
have the power to do what I say that I will He said, 2 ”Son of man, say to the king of
do.’”
Egypt and to the immense numbers of his
20
Almost eleven years after the Babyloni- people,
ans took us Israelites to their country, Yah’You think that there is no country
weh gave me another message on the sev- whose power is as great as the power of
enth day of the ﬁrst month of that year. your country.
He said, 21 ”Son of man, I have enabled
3
You think that your country is as great
the army of Nebuchadnezzar to defeat the
army of the king of Egypt. It is as though as Assyria was.
I have broken one of the arms of the king
Well, Assyria was like a tall cedar tree
of Egypt, and it has not been bandaged in in Lebanon;
order that it could be healed, and it has
it had big beautiful branches
not been put in splints in order that after
that provided shade for other trees in
it heals the arm will be strong enough to
22
Therefore, this is what the forest.
hold a sword.
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It was very tall;

because of its magniﬁcent green
branches,
and the branches of the tallest trees
made a treetop that was a roof over the
all the leaders of other countries repreforest.
sented by those other trees in Eden envied
4
the country represented by that tree.’
Water came to it from deep springs,
and as a result that cedar tree grew 10 Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say: ’That tree, which represents Astall and very green.
syria, grew very tall; its top was higher
Then water ﬂowed around the base of
than the other trees, and it became very
the tree
proud because it was so tall. 11 Therefore,
into channels that took water to other I enabled another mighty nation to connearby trees in the open countryside.
quer it, to destroy it as it deserved to be
5
destroyed. I have already discarded it. 12
That huge tree grew very tall,
A foreign army, one that has caused peohigher than all the other trees around
ple of other nations to be terriﬁed, cut it
it.
down and left it. Its branches fell on the
Its branches grew very thick and long mountains and in the valleys. Some of its
because of the abundant water at the branches lay broken in all the ravines in
the land. All the people of other nations
base of the tree.
came out from being under its shade and
6
Birds built their nests in the branches, left it. 13 Birds of the sky settled on the
and wild animals gave birth to their fallen tree, and wild animals lived among
its branches. 14 As a result, no other tree,
young under those branches.
even if the tree has plenty of water, will
And it was as though people of all
ever grow to such great height, or lift its
the great nations lived in the shade of that
top above the branches higher than other
tree.
trees. They will all certainly die and de7
It was majestic and beautiful;
cay; they will go to the place of the dead;
they will go to the grave.’”
its branches spread out widely
because the roots of the tree grew 15 This is what Yahweh the Lord says:
down into the ground where there was a ”When that great tree was cut down, it
was as though the springs that watered
plentiful supply of water.
it mourned for it, because I caused the
8
The cedar trees in my garden in Eden
plentiful water from the springs to dry
were not as great as that tree,
up. It was as if I had caused the mounand the branches of the ﬁr trees were tains in Lebanon to mourn for it, and all
not as long and thick as the branches of the trees there to weep. 16 I caused the
that cedar tree.
people of other nations to tremble when
And the branches of the plane trees they heard that tree fall to the ground—
when they heard that Assyria had been
were not as long and thick, either.
destroyed. All the other people groups
No tree in my garden was as beautiful had also been like beautiful, well-watered
as that cedar tree.
trees in Lebanon, but they were com9
Because I caused that tree to become forted when the king represented by that
very beautiful
cedar tree arrived among them in the
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4
place where they were as dead people. 17
They will throw you into a ﬁeld, where
The people represented by the trees that I will leave you to your fate.
grew in the shade of that huge tree, the alI will allow the birds to sit on you,
lies of the great nation that the cedar tree
and all the wild animals will eat the
represents, had also died and gone down
ﬂesh of your corpse until their stomachs
to where the dead people are.
are full.
18
This parable is a warning to you peo5
I will cause them to scatter your ﬂesh
ple of Egypt. You think that there is no
on
the
hills
other nation that is as great and glorious
as yours is. But your nation will also be
and ﬁll the valleys with the parts of
destroyed, along with those other nations. your rotting body.
Your people will be there among the other
6
I will cause them to ﬁll the land with
people who are not ﬁt to worship me, peo- your blood,
ple who have been killed by their eneand also the mountains;
mies’ swords. That is what will happen
to the king of Egypt and all his many peothey will ﬁll the ravines with your
ple.” This is what the Lord Yahweh has de- blood.
clared will happen.
7
When I kill you,

I will cover the sky and not allow the
stars to shine.

Chapter 32

I will put a dark cloud in front of the
sun,

1

Almost twelve years after the Babyloniand the moon will not shine.
ans had taken us Israelites to their land,
8
Yahweh gave me another message, on the
I will cause the stars in the sky to be
ﬁrst day of the twelfth month of that year. dark,
He told me, 2 ”Son of man, sing a sad song
and there will be darkness over your
about Pharaoh the king of Egypt. Sing this
entire land;
to him:
this will surely happen because I,
’People think that you are like a lion Yahweh the Lord, have said it.
among the nations;
9
And I will terrify the people of
but you are like a sea monster in the many nations when they hear how I deriver
stroy you,
thrashing around in the water,

there where I will send you,

churning up the water with your feet
and making all the water muddy.
3

But I, the Lord Yahweh, say to you

in countries that you have never
known about.
10

I will cause many people to be shocked
because of what has happened to you;

that I will send many people to throw
their kings will be horriﬁed and shudmy net over you,
der because I destroyed you,
and that they will haul you up onto
when I swung my sword in front of
the land.
them to kill you.

1209

EZEKIEL
At the time that you die,

Women of many nations will sing it;

all of them will tremble,

they will chant it about Egypt and all
its many people.”

fearing that I will kill them, too.
11

I, the Lord Yahweh tell you, Egypt,

that the swords of the army of the king
of Babylon will strike you.

This will surely happen because Yahweh has said that it would happen.
17

On the ﬁfteenth day of that same month,
Yahweh gave me another message. He
12
I will cause the mighty soldiers of said,
Babylonia
18
”Son of man, wail about the many peoto kill your best soldiers—
ple of Egypt, because I will send them to
the soldiers of Babylonia, who are the place under the earth, where they and
more ruthless than those of any other na- people of other mighty nations will be. I
will send them there, along with others,
tion.
down to the place where the dead are. 19
They will cause the people of Egypt to Say to them, ’You people of Egypt, you
quit being proud,
think that you are more beautiful than the
because they will kill very many of people of other nations. But you also will
descend to the place where the godless
your people.
dead people are. 20 You will die along with
13
I will destroy all the cattle in Egypt,
many others whom their enemies have
which graze alongside the streams.
killed. Their enemies have begun to attack, and they will drag away a huge numAs a result, the water in those streams
ber people of Egypt. 21 In the place where
will never again become muddy
the dead people are, mighty leaders of
because of people and cattle walking other countries will make fun of you peoin them.
ple of Egypt and your allies. They will say
14
Then I will allow the streams in Egypt that you have come to lie dead with them,
those godless people whom their enemies
to become calm again
killed.
and to ﬂow as smoothly as olive oil
22
The dead of the people of Assyria and
ﬂows.’” This is what the Lord Yahweh antheir
army will also be there. They will be
nounces.
surrounded by the dead of others whom
15
He also says this: ”When I cause Egypt their enemies killed. 23 Their graves will
to become empty,
be there in the deep pit, and the dead solwhen I strip off everything that grows diers of their army will lie around their
graves. The dead of all those who had teron the land,
riﬁed so many others will also be there,
and when I get rid of all the people who
for their enemies will have killed them,
live there,
too.
people will know that it is I, Yahweh, 24
Many, many people from the country
who have the power to do what I say that
of Elam will be there, too, and Elam’s serI will do.
vants, because their enemies will have
16
There will be a sad song that people will killed them. These were soldiers who had
sing about Egypt.
terriﬁed people in many places. At that
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time they will lie there in that deep pit be- 31 The king of Egypt and all his army
low the earth, and they, along with the will see them, and they will be comforted
others who have gone there, will be dis- about the death of their many people, begraced.
cause they know that there were other
huge groups of people whom their ene25
The people of Elam in their huge nummies killed. 32 While that king was livbers will lie there among others who were
ing, I allowed him to terrify others in
slaughtered, surrounded by the graves of
many countries, but he and his huge army
a huge crowd of other people. While they
will be there among other godless peowere alive, they caused people of other naple whom their enemies have killed.” This
tions to be terriﬁed; but they were godwill certainly surely happen because the
less, and now, because their enemies will
Lord Yahweh has said that it would haphave killed them, they will lie with others
pen.
in that deep pit, disgraced.
26

The dead of all the soldiers of the lands
of Meshech and Tubal will be there, surrounded by the graves of a huge crowd.
While they were alive, they also caused
people in many places to be terriﬁed.
They are uncircumcised people whom
their enemies will have killed. 27 They
will not lie there beside the uncircumcised warriors who have gone to the grave
highly honored with their shields over
their bodies and their swords under their
heads. While they were alive, they terriﬁed many people on the earth.
28

You king of Egypt, I will kill you also,
and you will lie there with other godless people whom their enemies will have
killed.
29

Chapter 33
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”Son of man, speak to your fellow
Israelites and say this to them: ’Suppose
that I bring an enemy army to attack a
country, and the people of that country
choose one of their own people to be a
watchman. 3 And suppose that he sees the
enemy army come into view, and that he
blows a trumpet to warn everyone. 4 If
anyone hears the trumpet but pays no attention, and if that person then dies because of the enemy, that person is responsible for his own death. 5 If he had paid attention, he would have saved his own life.
But as it is, he will die, and it will be his
own fault.

People of Edom will be there, along with
their kings and leaders. They were powerful, but I will kill them. They will lie there 6 Now suppose that the watchman sees the
in the place where the other godless peo- enemy army coming and does not blow
ple lie.
the trumpet to warn the people. Then suppose that one of his people dies because
30
All the rulers of countries north of Isof the enemy. That person will die berael, including people from the city of
cause of his own mistake, but I will hold
Sidon, will be there. Because of their
the watchman responsible for it.
power, they terriﬁed other people, but
they will lie there. They were godless, 7 Son of man, this parable has a meanand they will lie there along with oth- ing for you. I have appointed you to be a
ers whom their enemies will have killed. watchman for the Israelites. So always lisThey, along with everyone else who goes ten to what I say, and warn the people for
down into that deep pit, will be disgraced. me. 8 When I say to some wicked person,
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‘You wicked person, you will surely die because of your sins,’ you must tell him what
I said. If you do not speak to that person
to warn him to turn away from his sins,
that wicked person will die because of his
sins, but I will make you responsible for
his death. 9 But if you warn that wicked
person that he should turn away from his
sins, but if he does not do so, then he will
die because of his sins, but you will have
saved your own life.

because of your sins,’ perhaps that person
will stop doing evil and start doing what
is just and right. 15 For example, he might
return what he took from another person
to guarantee that that person would pay
back what he owes, or he might return
things that he has stolen, or he might obey
the laws that will enable those who obey
them to remain alive. If this happens, he
will surely remain alive; he will not die because of the sins that he committed previously. 16 I will ignore the sins that he pre10
Son of man, say to the Israelite people, viously committed; he will surely remain
‘This is what you all are saying: “The guilt alive.
that we feel for disobeying God’s laws and
17
Tell the people this: That they say that
sinning is like a heavy weight on us, and
our sins are hurting us, and we are slowly what I do is not fair, but that it is really
dying. So what can we do to continue what they do that is not fair. Then tell
18
If a good perto remain alive?” ’ 11 Say to them, ‘Yah- them these things, also:
weh the Lord says, “As surely as I am son stops doing what is good and starts to
alive, I am not happy when wicked peo- do what is evil, it is fair that he should die
19
ple die; I would prefer that they turn away because of his sins. And if a wicked perfrom their wicked behavior and continue son turns away from his wicked behavior
to live. So repent! Turn away from your and does what is right and fair, it is fair for
evil behavior! You Israelite people, do you him to remain alive because of doing that.
20
Remind the people that they are still sayreally want to die?” ’
ing that what I do is not fair. They can
12
Therefore, Son of man, say to your fel- talk all they want, but I will punish each
low Israelites that if good people start to of them for what they do. Tell them this.”
disobey me, the fact that they were pre- 21
Almost twelve years after the Babyloniviously righteous will not keep me from
ans had taken us Israelites to their land,
punishing them. Similarly, if wicked peoon the ﬁfth day of the tenth month of
ple turn away from their wicked behavthat year, a man who had escaped from
ior, they will not die because of those sins.
Jerusalem came to me in Babylon and said,
And if good people start to sin, I will not
“Jerusalem has been captured!” 22 The
allow the fact that they had been good to
evening before that man arrived, Yahweh
keep me from punishing them now. 13 If
took control of me. So when that man arI tell those who do what is right that they
rived, Yahweh enabled me to speak again;
will surely remain alive because of all the
I was no longer forced to be silent.
good they do, but then if they turn away
and become proud of all their good deeds, 23 Then Yahweh gave a message to me.
then I will ignore all the good things that He said, 24 ”Son of man, the people who
they had done before. I will make sure are living in the ruins in Israel are saying,
that they will die because of the evil things ‘Abraham was only one person, but Yah14
Continue to weh promised him that he and his descenthat they have done.
tell the people these things: If I say to dants would possess this land. But we are
some wicked person, ‘You will surely die many; so surely Yahweh has given us this

1212

EZEKIEL
land to possess.’ 25 So send a message to
them. Say, ’This is what Yahweh the Lord
says: ”You eat meat that still has the animal’s blood in it. You still worship idols.
And you still murder others. So should
this land belong to you? 26 You rely on
using your swords to obtain things that
you want. You do many detestable things.
Each of you sleeps with other men’s wives.
So should you really possess the land of Israel?”’
27

Send this message to them and tell them
that this is what I, the Lord Yahweh, say to
them: ’As surely as I am alive, those who
are left in the ruins in Jerusalem—their
enemies will also kill them. And those
who are living in the countryside—wild
animals will kill them. Those who are living in forts and caves will die from disease.
28
I will cause your country to become a
desolate wasteland. You will no longer
be proud of being a strong country. The
mountains of Israel will become very desolate, with the result that no one will walk
across them.’ 29 Then, when I have caused
their country to become a desolate wasteland because of all the disgusting things
that you have done, they will know that I,
Yahweh, have the power to do what I say
that I will do.”
30

As for you, Son of man, your fellow Israelites here in Babylon stand beside the
city wall or at the doors of their houses
and are talking with each other. They are
saying, ‘Come and listen to the message
that has come from Yahweh.’ 31 My people
come to you as they often have done, and
they sit in front of you to listen to what you
say. But they do not do what you tell them
that they must do. With their mouths they
say that they love me, but in their inner
beings they are eager to acquire things by
32
To them, you
doing what is unjust.
are only a man who sings them beautiful
songs and plays a musical instrument well.

They hear what you say, but they do not
do what you tell them to do.
33

The terrible things that I have said will
happen to them will surely happen. And
then they will know that a prophet has
been among them, and that you are that
prophet.”

Chapter 34
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”Son of man, speak my message
against the leaders of Israel. They should
be taking care of my people, like shepherds take care of their ﬂocks. Say to them
that this is what I, the Lord Yahweh, have
to tell them: ’You shepherds of Israel, terrible things will happen to you because you
take care only of yourselves. You should
certainly take care of my sheep. 3 But
you are like shepherds who eat the fat
sheep, who slaughter the best animals for
their wool. You are not real shepherds
4
You have not taken care of
at all.
the sick sheep; you have paid no attention to those who are wounded. You have
not looked for the sheep who have wandered off. You rule over them with force
and violence. 5 Because you did not take
care of them, my people have wandered
away like sheep. And while they are scattered, wild animals attack and kill them,
and then eat their ﬂesh. 6 My people wander like sheep all over the high hills and
mountains. They are scattered all over the
earth, and no one is searching for them.
7

Therefore, you who should be acting like
shepherds, listen to what I, Yahweh the
Lord, have to say to you. 8 As surely as
I am alive, my people are like a ﬂock of
sheep without any shepherd, and as a result it is as though wild animals have attacked my people and eaten them. You
shepherds did not search for them; in-
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stead, you only wanted to provide food for
yourselves. 9 Therefore, you who should
be shepherds of my people, listen to me. 10
I am opposed to you leaders. I will punish
you for mistreating my people. I will remove you from taking care of my people;
you will no longer feed yourselves while
ignoring them. I will rescue my people
from you, and you will no longer be able
to butcher them and eat them.
11

I, the Lord Yahweh, tell you leaders that
I myself will search for my sheep and take
care of them. 12 As a shepherd takes care
of his sheep, I will rescue my people from
all the places to which you scattered them,
when disasters struck them and they were
afraid. 13 I will bring them back from
those countries and gather them together
again in their own land. I will lead my
sheep to good pastureland on the hills of
Israel, in the ravines, and in the villages
of Israel. 14 My sheep will graze in good
pastures on the mountaintops. They will
lie down in good grazing areas. 15 I myself will take care of my people and allow
them to lie down and rest. This is what I,
Yahweh the Lord, promise. 16 I will search
for those who are lost; I will bring back
the ones who have strayed away. I will
bandage those who have been injured and
strengthen those who are weak. But I will
destroy those who are fat and powerful. I
will act fairly toward my sheep, my people.
17

And as for you, my people, my sheep,
this is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say: ’I
will judge between each of you; I will separate those who are peaceful from those
who are cruel and powerful. 18 You leaders, you who are like strong sheep who do
evil to the others: It is bad that you keep
the best pastures for yourselves. It is even
worse that you trample the good grass
with your feet. It is bad that you yourselves drink the clear water. It is even

worse that with your feet you cause the
rest of the water to become muddy. 19 You
are forcing my ﬂock to eat the grass that
you have trampled and to drink the water
that you have caused to become muddy!
20

Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say to you: I myself will judge between those of you who are like the fat
sheep and the rest of my people, those
who are like the thin sheep. 21 You who
are like strong sheep, with your shoulders
and buttocks you have shoved the others
away. You butted them with your horns,
until you chased them all away from the
22
good pastureland.
But I will rescue
my people, and you will no longer steal
from them. I will judge between one person and another. 23 And I will appoint
one leader for them, someone who will be
like King David, who served me very well.
That leader will take care of them and be
like their shepherd. 24 I, Yahweh, will be
their God, and the one who is like King
David will be their king. That will surely
happen because I, Yahweh, have said it.
25

I will make a covenant with the people
of Israel. I will promise to give them peace.
I will promise to get rid of all the wild
animals in Israel, in order that my people may live safely, even in the wilderness
and in the forests. 26 I will bless them, and
I will bless all the region close to Mount
Zion, where they will worship me in my
temple. I will bless them by sending them
rain showers at the right season; they will
be showers to bless them. 27 The fruit
trees will produce fruit, and the ground
will produce crops. And my people will
live safely in their land. When I rescue
them from people who made them slaves,
they will know that I, Yahweh, have the
power to do what I say that I will do. 28
Soldiers from other nations will no longer
take away their valuable possessions, and
wild animals will no longer attack them.
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They will live safely, and no one will make
them afraid. 29 I will cause their land to
be peaceful and to produce good crops.
There will no longer be famines in the
land, and people in other nations will no
30
longer mock them.
Then they will
know that I, Yahweh their God, am helping them, and they will know that they,
the Israelite people, are my people. 31 It
is as though you, my people, are my sheep
whom I take care of, and I am your God.
That is what I, Yahweh the Lord, declare.’”

Chapter 35
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”Son of man, turn toward Edom
and prophesy what will happen to its people. Say this to them: 3 ’You who live near
Mount Seir in Edom, I am your enemy. I
will use my power to strike you and ruin
your country. 4 I will destroy your cities,
and everyone will leave them. When that
happens, you will know that I, Yahweh,
have the power to do what I say that I will
do.
5

You have always been enemies of the
Israelite people. You rejoiced when they
experienced a great disaster, when their
enemies attacked them, when I was punishing them most severely for the sins
that they had committed. 6 Therefore, I,
Yahweh the Lord, declare that as surely
as I am alive, I will allow your enemies
to slaughter you. They will attack you
again and again. You enjoyed watching
other people die, so I will slaughter you.
7
I will therefore make everyone leave
Mount Seir, and I will destroy anyone who
enters it or leaves it. 8 I will cause your
mountains to be ﬁlled with the corpses of
those who have been killed. The corpses
of those whom your enemies have killed
will lie on your hills, in your valleys, and

in all your ravines. 9 I will cause your land
to be forever without people. No one will
live in your towns again. When that happens, you will know that I, Yahweh, have
the power to do what I say that I will do.
10

Your people said, ‘Israel and Judah will
become ours. We will take over their territory!’ You said that even though I, Yahweh, was still there and protecting them.
11
Therefore, I, Yahweh the Lord, declare
that as surely as I am alive, I will punish
you for being angry with my people, for
envying them, and for hating them. And
when I punish you, I will make sure that
the Israelites know that it is I who have
12
punished you.
Then you will know
that I, Yahweh, have heard all the disgusting things that you have said about the
land of Israel; you said that the land was
ruined, and that you could capture it for
yourselves. 13 You insulted me; I heard
14
everything that you said about me.
So this is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say:
You people who live on Mount Seir and
in all the other places in Edom, when I
make everyone leave your land, everyone
else in the world will rejoice. 15 You were
happy when the land of the Israelite people was ruined, so I will do the same thing
to your land. When that happens, people
will know that I, Yahweh, have the power
to do what I say that I will do.’”

Chapter 36
1

Yahweh said to Ezekiel, ”Son of man, give
a message to the hill country and mountains in Israel just as if they were people.
Tell them to listen to my message for them.
2
This is it: The enemies of Israel, those
people groups who live nearby, are now
very happy, because they are saying that
Jerusalem has been destroyed, so the ancient mountains of Israel will now belong
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to them. 3 So you, Ezekiel, must tell the
mountains of Israel what I, the Lord Yahweh, am saying to them: ’Armies of other
nations attacked you from every direction,
and everyone has left you. Those foreign
armies are now in your land. They have
spoken very maliciously about your people, the Israelites, and have told all kinds
4-6
Therefore, you
of lies about them.
mountains of Israel, listen to this message
from me. I, Yahweh the Lord, have something to say to you, the hills and mountains, and to you, the ravines and valleys,
and to you, the towns and cities which
the enemy burned down, where no one is
living any longer, from where the enemy
has taken everything valuable, and whose
people the people groups all around are
mocking. ”This is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
declare: I am very angry with the people
of Edom and the other people groups; they
have insulted your Israelite people and
happily taken all their land as pastures. So
Ezekiel must speak for me to you, the land
of Israel, mountains and hills, valleys and
ravines: I, Yahweh the Lord, am very angry because the enemy has insulted you.
7
Therefore, this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say: I solemnly declare I will shame
the people of the nations that are around
you.
8

But I say to you mountains of Israel that
huge crops of fruit will grow on your trees
for my Israelite people, because they will
soon return home from Babylonia. 9 I will
work to help you, and I will be kind to you.
I will enable farmers to plow the ground
and plant seed in you. 10 I will cause the
number of people who live there on you
mountains and everywhere else in Israel
to greatly increase. People will live in the
cities and rebuild houses where there are
now only ruins. 11 I will cause the number of people and domestic animals to increase. People will have many children.
I will enable people to live there as they

did previously, and I will enable them to
prosper as they did before. Then you will
know that it is I, Yahweh, who have the
power to do what I say that I will do. 12
I will enable my Israelite people to walk
through your mountains. They will own
the land on you; you will belong to them
forever. You will always grow enough
food for them to eat, so they will never
again go hungry and die.
13

I, Yahweh the Lord, am telling you
mountains this: It is true that people have
said they could not grow many crops on
you, and so they died from hunger. 14 But
that will no longer happen. 15 No longer
will the other people groups ridicule you
mountains. No longer will they laugh at
you; no longer will you mountains make
your nation suffer defeat. I, the Lord Yahweh, am telling you this myself.’”
16

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 17 ”Son of man, when the Israelite
people were living in their own land, they
deﬁled it by the things that they did. They
made it unacceptable to me. I considered that their behavior was as disgusting as the rags that women use during
their monthly menstrual periods. 18 So
I severely punished them, because they
had murdered many people and because
they had worshiped idols there. They
made their entire land unacceptable to
19
So I made their enemies scatme.
ter them into other lands. I punished
them as they deserved to be punished
because they had done so many evil
things. 20 Wherever they went among
those lands, they caused other people to
mock me, when they should have honored
me. Those people have been saying, ‘The
Israelites belong to Yahweh, but he was
not strong enough to protect them. They
had to leave the land that he had given
to them.’ 21 The people of Israel had disgraced me among the people groups to
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which they had to go, but I deserve that will think about your previous evil behavthose people groups worship me instead. ior and wicked deeds, and you will be very
displeased with yourselves for your sins
22
So you, Ezekiel, say to the Israelite peo- and the detestable things that you did. 32
ple that I, the Lord Yahweh, am telling But I, the Lord Yahweh, tell you this: It
them this: ’You Israelite people, it is not is not for your sake that I will do those
for your sake that I am going to rescue things. You Israelite people ought to be
you from your enemies. Instead, I will ashamed of your behavior.
do this so that the people in these other 33
I, the Lord Yahweh, also tell you this: At
lands will worship me as God. You have
done your best to disgrace me wherever the time that I cleanse you from all the
you have gone. 23 I will show that these sins that you have committed, I will enother people groups should worship me as able you to live in your cities again and
God, even though they would never know to build34houses where there are now only
People who walk through your
it by watching how you act. When I prove ruins.
to them that I am powerful and can do any- country will see that you are once again
your peothing, then they will know that I will carry cultivating your land, and that
35
Then
they
ple
are
living
in
it
again.
out everything that I say I will do. And
they will see you honor me as the God who will say, “This land that was ruined has
become very fertile, like the garden of
is holy.
Eden. The cities that were piles of ruins,
24
I will take you out of those distant lands. empty and destroyed, now have houses
I will gather you from all those places around them, and people are living in
36
When that happens, the
where you had to go, and I will bring you those cities.”
25
people
who
are
still
left in the lands that
back to your own land.
It will be as
though I will sprinkle clean water on you, are around you will know that it is I, Yahand then you will be clean. I will make weh, who have enabled you to rebuild
you clean from everything that has made what was destroyed, and to again plant
me reject you, and I will cause you to stop crops in the ﬁelds that had nothing growworshiping idols. 26 I will give you a com- ing in them. I, Yahweh, have said that it
pletely new way of thinking. I will enable will happen, and I will cause it to happen.
you to stop being stubborn, and I will en- 37 This is also what I, Yahweh the Lord, say:
able you to obey me from your inner be- Again I will answer your pleas for me to
ings. 27 I will put my Spirit within you make your people become as numerous as
and enable you to carefully obey all my sheep. 38 I will make them as numerous as
laws. 28 You will again live in the land that the ﬂocks of sheep that will be needed for
I gave to your ancestors. You will be my offerings in Jerusalem during your regupeople, and I will be your God. 29 I will lar festivals. The cities that are now rufree you from everything that made me re- ined will be ﬁlled with people, and then
ject you. I will cause your grain to be plen- you will know that I, Yahweh, have done
tiful, and I will not send a famine to you this.’”
again. 30 I will cause your fruit trees to
produce plenty of fruit and your ground
to produce plenty of good crops, with the
result that the people of other lands will
not mock you because you do not have
enough food. 31 When that happens, you 1 One day Yahweh gave me another vision.

Chapter 37
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In the vision I felt the power of God on me,
and by his Spirit he took me to the middle
of a valley. It was full of bones of people
who had been killed. 2 He led me to walk
back and forth among those bones. I saw
that there were very many bones there,
bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me,
“Son of man, do you think that these bones
can become living people again?”
I replied, “Yahweh my Lord, only you
know if that can happen.”
4

Then he said to me, ”Speak a message
for me to these bones. Say to them, ’You
dry bones, listen to what Yahweh says. 5
This is what Yahweh the Lord says to you
bones: I am going to put my breath into
each of you, and you will become alive
again. 6 I will fasten tendons to your bones
and cause your bones to be covered with
ﬂesh. I will cover the ﬂesh with skin. Then
I will breathe into you, and you will become alive. When that happens, you will
know that I, Yahweh, have the power to do
what I say that I will do.’”

The people say, ‘It is as though our bones
are dried up; we can hope for nothing
good any longer; our nation is destroyed.’
12
So speak my message to them and say,
’This is what the Lord Yahweh says: My
people, it will be as though I will open
your graves and cause your corpses to become alive again. I will bring you back to
Israel. 13 Then when that happens, you
my people will know that I, Yahweh, have
done this. 14 I will put my spirit in you,
and it will be as though you will become
alive again, and I will enable you to live in
your own land again. Then you will know
that it is I, Yahweh, who said that it would
happen and who has caused it to happen.
That is what I, Yahweh, declare.’”
15

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 16 ”Son of man, take a wooden stick
and write on it, ‘This represents Judah and
all the tribes of Judah.’ Then take another
one and write on it, ‘This represents Israel and all the tribes of Israel.’ 17 Then
join them together to become as though
they were one larger wooden stick in your
7
So I spoke to the bones as Yahweh com- hand.
manded me to speak. As I was speaking,
there was a noise, a sound of shaking, and 18 When your fellow Israelites ask you,
the bones came together, bones joining to ‘What does this action mean?’, 19 tell them,
each other. 8 While I was looking, I saw ‘This is what the Lord Yahweh says: One of
tendons fastening to them and ﬂesh cover- the pieces of wood in Ezekiel’s hand reping them, and then skin covered the ﬂesh, resents Israel and all the tribes of Israel.
but they were not breathing.
I am joining it to the piece of wood that
represents Judah, to form one stick in his
9
Then he said to me, “Son of man, speak
hand.’ 20 Then, Son of man, hold up the
a message for me to the wind. Say to the
pieces of wood that you have written on,
wind, ‘Wind, Yahweh says to you, blow
in order that the people can see them. 21
from all four directions. Breathe into
Say to the people, ’This is what Yahweh
these people who have been killed, in orthe Lord says: I will take you Israelite peoder that they can come alive again!’ ” 10 So
ple out of the countries to which you have
I said what he commanded me to say, and
been forced to go. I will gather you from
then breath entered them, and they began
all those lands, back to your own land. 22
to breathe. They became alive and stood
And I will cause you to again be one naup, like a huge army.
tion in your land, on the mountains of Is11
Then he said to me, ”Son of man, these rael. And there will be one king to rule
bones represent all the Israelite people. over all of you. Never again will you be
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two nations or divided into two kingdoms.
23
No longer will you deﬁle yourselves by
worshiping idols and disgusting statues of
your gods, because I will enable you to
stop sinning and to stop rejecting me. You
will be my people, and I will be your God.’
24

The king who rules over them will always come from the family of King David.
David was the one who served me well.
There will be one shepherd to watch over
them and to take care of all of them. They
will carefully obey all my laws. 25 They
will live in the land that I gave to Jacob,
who also served me well; they will live
in the land where your ancestors lived.
They and their children and their grandchildren will live there forever, and the
one who will be like King David will be
26
their king forever.
I will make a
covenant with them to give them peace; it
will be a covenant that will last forever. I
will give them that land again and cause
their population to increase. And I will
put my temple among them forever. 27
My home, where I will live, will be among
them; I will be their God, and they will be
my people. 28 Then, when my temple is
there again among them, the people of nations will know that I, Yahweh, set apart
Israel for my honor.”

Chapter 38
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said to me, 2 ”Son of man, turn and face
Magog, the country where Gog is the king.
He is also the ruler of the nations of
Meshech and Tubal. Announce my message about the terrible things that will
happen to him. 3 Say this: ’This is what
the Lord Yahweh says: Gog, you who rule
Meshech and Tubal, I am your enemy. 4
It wlll be as though I will turn you around
and put hooks in your jaws and bring you

to Israel—you and all of your army, including your horses and the men carrying
weapons who ride those horses, and many
other soldiers carrying large shields and
small shields, all of them carrying swords.
5
Your soldiers also include armies from
Persia, Ethiopia, and Put, all of them with
shields and helmets— 6 also all the soldiers from Gomer and an army from Beth
Togarmah—both of these lands that are
far north of Israel. Armies of many nations will come with you.’
7

Tell Gog this: ’Get ready, and be prepared to be the commander of all those
soldiers. 8 At some future time, Yahweh
will command you to lead those armies
to attack Israel, a country whose buildings have been rebuilt after they were destroyed in wars. Their people will be have
been brought back from many nations to
live again on the hills of Israel, where no
one had been living for long time. Yahweh
bring the Israelites back from other lands,
and they will be living peacefully. 9 You
and all those armies from many nations
will go up to Israel, advancing like a great
storm. Your army will be like a huge cloud
that covers the land.
10

But this is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say:
On that day, you will plan to do something
very evil. 11 You will say this to yourself:
”My army will invade a country where the
villages do not have walls around them.
We will attack people who are peaceful
and think that no one will harm them.
Their towns and villages do not have walls
with gates and bars. 12 So it will be easy for
us to attack these people. They are people who come back together from many
countries where they had lived for many
years, people who now live safely in their
land with all their livestock and other possessions. They are living in the country
that is in the middle of the most important countries in the world. Our soldiers
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will take away all their valuable possessions.” 13 Then people of Sheba and Dedan
and the merchants of Tarshish will come
and say to you, “Are you gathering all your
soldiers in order to attack Israel and take
away all their silver and gold? Do you
plan to take away their livestock and all
their other valuable possessions?”’

will send down from the sky, on you and
your troops who have come from many
lands, huge amounts of rain, hail, and
burning sulfur. 23 In this way, I will cause
the people of many nations to know that
I am very great, and I will show them my
holiness. And they will see who I am and
they will know that I am Yahweh.’”

14

Therefore, Son of man, take my message
about Gog and say to him, ’This is what
the Lord Yahweh says: At that time, when
my people of Israel are living safely, you
will certainly think about them. 15 You
will come from your place far north of Israel, with the armies of many other nations, all riding horses, a huge army. 16
You will march toward my Israelite people, and your soldiers will cover the land
like a huge cloud. Gog, I will bring your
army to attack the country that belongs to
me, but what I will do to you will show the
people of other nations that I am holy.
17

This is what I, Yahweh the Lord, say
to Gog: In past years, when I gave messages to my servants, the prophets in Israel, there were messages about you. At
that time, they said for many years that
I would bring your armies to attack my
people. 18 So this is what I, Yahweh the
Lord, say will happen: When your army
attacks Israel, I will be very angry with
19
I will be furious, and to show
you.
that I am angry, there will be a great earthquake in Israel, where your armies will
be. 20 The ﬁsh in the sea, the birds, the
wild animals, and the animals that crawl
on the ground, and all the people on the
earth will tremble because of what I will
do. Mountains will fall down, cliffs will
crumble, and walls everywhere will fall to
the ground. 21 Gog, on all the mountains
in the country that belongs to me I will
cause your soldiers to ﬁght against each
other. 22 I will punish you and your soldiers with plagues, and I will kill them. I

Chapter 39
1

Yahweh said to me, ”Son of man, speak
for me about the terrible things that will
happen to Gog. Say this to him: ’Gog, I am
your enemy, you who rule Meshech and
Tubal. 2 I will turn you around and drag
you and your armies from far north of Israel and send you to ﬁght on the mountains of Israel. 3 When you are there, I will
snatch your bows from your left hands
and cause your arrows to fall from your
right hands. 4 You and all the soldiers that
are with you will die on the mountains of
Israel. I will give your corpses to be food
for the birds that eat dead ﬂesh, and to the
wild animals. 5 You will die in the open
ﬁelds. This will certainly happen because
I, Yahweh the Lord, have said that it will
happen. 6 I will cause many ﬁres to burn
in Magog and to all those who live safely
in the areas along their coasts, and they
will know that it is I, Yahweh, who have
the power to do what I say that I will do.
7

I will enable my Israelite people to know
that I am holy. I will no longer allow them
to mock me, and the people groups in the
other lands will know that I am Yahweh,
the God whom Israel worships and honors. 8 That day is fast approaching. I, Yahweh the Lord, declare that those things
will happen soon.
9

At that time, the people who live in the
cities of Israel will go out and gather the
weapons from the dead soldiers, and will
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use them to make ﬁres to cook their food.
They will burn the small and large shields,
the bows and arrows, the war clubs, and
spears. There will be enough weapons
to use as ﬁrewood for seven years. 10
They will not need to gather ﬁrewood in
the ﬁelds or cut wood from trees in the
forests, because those weapons will be all
the ﬁrewood that they will need. And they
will take valuable things from those who
took valuable things from them, and steal
things from people who stole things from
them. That is what I, Yahweh the Lord, declare will happen.
11

At that time I will create a graveyard for
you, Gog, and your soldiers, in the valley
east of the Dead Sea. That graveyard will
block the road that travelers usually walk
on, because you, Gog and all the soldiers
of your huge army will be buried there. So
it will be named the Valley of Hamon Gog.
12

For seven months the people of Israel
will be burying your corpses. It will be
necessary to bury all of them, in order
that the land will not be deﬁled because
of any unburied corpses. 13 All the people
of Israel will do the work of burying them.
The day when I win that victory they will
honor me, and they will remember that
day forever.
14

After those seven months are ended,
the Israelite people will designate men to
go throughout the land to bury any remaining corpses, in order that the land
might not remain deﬁled. 15 When they
go through the land, whenever one of
them sees a human bone, he will set up
a marker beside it. When the gravediggers see the markers, they will pick up
the bones and bury them in the Valley of
Hamon Gog. 16 There will be a city there
named Hamonah. And by doing this work
of burying the corpses, they will cleanse
the land.’”
17

is what I, the Lord Yahweh, say: Summon every kind of bird and wild animal.
Say to them, ’Gather together from everywhere and come to the feast that Yahweh
is preparing for you. It will be a great feast
on the mountains of Israel. There you will
eat men’s ﬂesh and drink their blood. 18
You will eat the ﬂesh of strong soldiers and
drink the blood of kings as if they were
fat animals from the region of Bashan—
as if they were male sheep, lambs, goats,
19
and bulls.
At the feast that Yahweh
is preparing for you, you will eat fat until
your stomachs are full, and you will drink
blood until it is as though you are drunk.
20
It will be as though you are eating at a
table that I have set up for you. You will
eat all you want of the ﬂesh of horses and
their riders, strong soldiers of every kind.’
That is what I, Yahweh the Lord, declare.
21

’I will show people of the nations that I
am powerful, and all the nations will see
how I punish them. 22 At that time, the
Israelite people will learn that I, Yahweh
their God, have the power to do what I say
that I will do. 23 And the people of the
other lands will know that the Israelites
had been forced to go to other countries
because they sinned by not being faithful
to me. I turned away from of them, and
I allowed their enemies to capture them
and kill many of them. 24 I punished them
as they deserved because of their disgusting behavior and sins, and I turned away
from them.
25

Therefore, this is now what I, the Lord
Yahweh say: I will now bring back from
exile the descendants of Jacob; I will have
mercy on all the Israelite people, and I
will also make sure that they honor me.
26
When the Israelite people are back in
their own country, they will live safely in
their land, with no one to cause them to
be afraid. They will forget about the disYahweh said to me, ”Son of man, this graceful and unfaithful things that they
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did previously. 27 When I have brought
them back from their enemies’ countries
and gathered them together in Israel, the
people of many nations will know how
holy I am because of what I did for my
people. 28 The Israelite people will know
that I, Yahweh, have done this. They will
know that because I forced them to go to
other countries, and then I gathered them
together in their own country. I will not
leave any of them in those countries. 29 I
will no longer turn away from them; I will
give my Spirit to the Israelite people. This
will certainly happen because I, Yahweh
the Lord, have said it.”

Chapter 40
1

Almost twenty-ﬁve years after the Babylonians had taken us Israelites to their
land, on the tenth day of the ﬁrst month
of that year, almost fourteen years after
Jerusalem had been destroyed, Yahweh
grabbed hold of me with his power, and
he took me in a vision to Israel. 2 He set
me on a very high mountain. On the south
side of that mountain there were some
buildings that looked like part of a city. 3
When he took me there, I saw a man who
looked as if he had been made of bronze.
He was standing inside the city gate, and
he was holding a linen cord and a measuring stick in his hand. 4 He said to me,
“Son of man, look carefully at everything
that I am going to show you, and pay attention to everything that I say and everything that I wll show you, because that is
why God brought you here. And then later
you must tell the Israelite people everything that you have seen here.”
5

In the vision I saw that there was a
wall that completely surrounded the temple area. The measuring stick in the
man’s hand was three and one-tenth meters long. He measured the wall and it

was three and one-tenth meters thick and
three and one-tenth meters high.
6

Then he went to the gate in the temple
wall on the temple’s east side. He climbed
the steps and measured the gateway that
faced outward; it was three and one-tenth
meters deep. 7 Next, there were alcoves
for the temple guards, each being three
and one-tenth meters long and deep. The
distance of the wall between each alcove
was two and three-quarters meters. The
gateway that faced inward, which led to
the temple portico, was also three and onetenth meters deep.
8

Then he measured the portico that was
after the gate; it was three and one-tenth
meters long. 9 He also measured the
depth, which was three and one-tenth of a
meter. The doorposts on either side were
one meter thick. This was the portico attached to the temple gate on the gate’s
inner side, facing the temple. 10 Inside
the east gate there were three alcoves for
guards on each side of the gate. They all
had the same length and depth. And the
distance of wall between them was the
same.
11

Then he measured the opening of the
gate; it was ﬁve and two-ﬁfths meters
wide, and the entrance from the gate was
seven meters long. 12 Running along in
front of the alcoves was a low wall onehalf meter high. Each of the alcoves was
three and one-tenth meters long on all
sides. 13 Then the man measured the gateway’s width from the roof of the alcove on
one side, to the roof of the alcove on the
other side. The distance was 13 and onehalf, from one alcove’s entrance to that of
14
the other.
Then the man measured
along the wall that separated the alcoves
from each other; it was thirty-two meters
long. He measured them as far as the
gate’s portico. 15 The distance from the entrance of the gate to the far end of its por-
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tico was twenty-seven meters. 16 There
were narrow windows in the walls of all
the alcoves, and also in the inner walls between the alcoves. The portico also had
these same windows on its inner side. The
wall that ran between the alcoves was decorated with carvings of palm trees.
17

Then the man brought me to the temple’s outer courtyard. There I saw some
rooms, and a stone pavement in the courtyard. There were thirty rooms facing the
courtyard. 18 The stone pavement was
all around the courtyard, and it extended
out from the walls into the courtyard for
the same distance as the gate entrances.
That was the lower pavement. 19 Then
the man measured the distance across the
outer courtyard of the temple, between
the outer gate and inner courtyard; it was
ﬁfty-four meters on the east side, and the
same distance on the north side of the
courtyard.
20

Then he measured how long and how
wide was the gateway on the north side,
which was an entrance into the outer
courtyard of the temple complex. 21 There
were three alcoves for guards on each side
of that gateway. From the gateway to the
end of its portico was twenty-seven meters, and they were thirteen and one-half
meters wide. 22 It had the same windows,
portico, guard alcoves, and palm tree decorations as the east gate had. Like the east
gate, there were seven steps leading up to
it and its portico. 23 Across the outer courtyard from the north gate was a gate leading to the inner courtyard, just as there
was on the east side. The man measured
the distance from the north gate to the
gate leading to the inner courtyard; it was
ﬁfty-four meters in distance.
24

Then he brought me through the south
gateway into the inner courtyard, and he
measured the entrance. It measured the
same as the other gateways. Its alcoves,

its walls between the alcoves, and its entry
room measured the same as the ones on
the other sides. 25 The gateway and its portico had narrow windows along the walls,
as on the other sides. The gateway and
its portico measured twenty-ﬁve meters
long and thirteen and one-half wide. 26
There were seven steps leading up to that
gate and its portico. It also had carvings of
palm trees on the walls that were between
the rooms. 27 Across the outer courtyard
from the south gate was a gate opening
onto the inner courtyard. The man measured from that gateway to the entrance
on the south side of the outer courtyard;
it was also ﬁfty-four meters in distance.
28

Then the man brought me through the
south entrance into the inner courtyard,
and he measured the south entrance. It
measured the same as the other gates. 29
He measured its alcoves, its walls, and
its portico with the same measuring standards he had been using. The gate and its
portico had windows all around. The gate
and its portico measured twenty-seven
meters long and thirteen and one-half
wide. 30 The porticos of the inner gates,
which led to the inner courtyard, were
about thirteen and one-half meters long
and two and three-quarters meters wide.
31
The portico’s entrance faced the outer
courtyard. Carvings of palm trees decorated the walls, and there were eight steps
leading up to it.
32

Then the man led me to the east side
of the inner courtyard, and he measured
the gate. It had the same measurements
as the other gates. 33 Its alcoves, walls,
and portico measured the same as the others. The gate and its portico had windows
all around. The gate and its portico measured twenty-seven meters long and thirteen and one-half wide. 34 Its portico faced
the outer courtyard. It also had carvings
of palm trees decorating the walls, and it
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had eight steps leading up to it.

tened to the walls of the porticos.

35

Then he led me to the entrance on the
north side and measured it. It measured
the same as the other entrances. 36 And
its alcoves and walls between them and
the entry room all had small windows in
the walls. It all measured the same as
the other gates. The gate and its portico
measured twenty-seven meters long and
thirteen and one-half meters wide. 37 Its
portico faced the outer courtyard. It also
had carvings of palm trees decorating the
walls, and it had eight steps leading up to
it.
38

In each of the inner entrances there was
a room with a door. They were rooms
where the carcasses of the animals that
were to be completely burned on the altar were washed. 39 In each portico were
four tables, two on each side. On those
tables would be slaughtered the animals
that were to be completely burned, also
the animals for offerings of sins that people had committed, and offerings that acknowledged their guilt for having sinned
against other people. 40 Just outside the
inner courtyard, to the left of the steps
leading up to its north gate, there were
two tables, and to the right of the steps
were two more tables. 41 There were
four tables on the outer side of each inner courtyard gate, and there were also
four tables on the inner side. The animals to be sacriﬁced were slaughtered on
these tables. 42 There were also four tables of cut stone for the preparation of
the offerings that were to be completely
burned, four-ﬁfths of a meter long on each
side and one-half meter high. The priests
would put on those stone tables the tools
for slaughtering all the animals. 43 The
meat for the offerings would be placed on
those stone tables. There were hooks on
which the meat was hung, each with two
prongs, each eight centimeters long, fas-

44

Outside two of the inner gateways,
on the inner courtyard side, there were
rooms for those who led in singing during the worship, one on the north side and
one on the south side. 45 The man said
to me, ”The room whose door faces south
is for the priests who are working in the
temple. 46 The room whose door faces
north is for the priests who are in charge
of the work at the altar. They are the descendants of Zadok; they are the only descendants of Levi who are permitted to approach Yahweh while they work for him.”
47

Then he measured the courtyard; it was
square, ﬁfty-four meters long and ﬁftyfour meters wide. The altar was in front
of the sanctuary.
48

Then he brought me to the portico of the
sanctuary and measured the doorposts
and their walls on each side of the entrance; they were about two and threequarters meters thick. The doorway was
seven meters wide, and the sides on each
side of it were one and three-ﬁfths meters
wide. 49 The portico was eleven meters
wide, and its depth was six meters on each
side. There were steps leading up to it,
and there were columns on each side of
the portico.

Chapter 41
1

Then in the vision the man brought me to
into the holy place in the temple and measured the doorposts on either side of the
entrance; they were each three and onetenth meters wide. 2 The entrance was
ﬁve and two-ﬁfths meters wide, and the
walls of each side of it were two and threequarters meters long. He also measured
the holy place. It was twenty-two meters
long and eleven meters wide.
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3

Then he entered the inner room of the
temple, the very holy place, and measured
the walls to either side of the entrance;
each was one meter wide. The doorway
was three and one-tenth meters wide, and
each of the walls on each side of the entrance was three and four-ﬁfths meters
long. 4 Then he measured the inner room;
it was eleven meters long and eleven meters wide. Then he said to me, “This is the
very holy place.”

ters wide.
12

There was a large building on the west
side of the temple area. It was thirtyeight meters wide, and it had a wall two
and three-quarters meters thick and fortynine meters long.
13

Then the man measured the temple. It
was ﬁfty-four meters long, and the temple
courtyard, where the large building was,
was ﬁfty-four meters wide. The building
and its wall measured the same. 14 The
5
Then he measured the wall of the tem- courtyard on the east side of the temple,
ple; it was three and one-tenth meters across the front of the temple, was also
thick. There was a row of rooms along ﬁfty-four meters wide.
the outside wall of the temple. Each of
15
Then he measured the building on the
those rooms was two meters wide. 6 There
were three stories of rooms, with thirty west side. Including its walls, it was also
rooms on each story. There were ledges ﬁfty-four meters long.
all around the wall of the temple that were The outer walls of the holy place, of the
supports for the side rooms above. There very holy place, and the portico, 16 the
were no extra supports built into the sanc- inner walls above and below the nartuary wall. 7 Each of the side rooms was row windows, and the galleries on all
wider than the one below it. The most the storys—all these things were covered
narrow rooms were built ﬁrst, at the bot- with thin panels of wood. 17 All the walls
tom. Then a wider set of rooms was built inside the temple were decorated with
over it, and the widest set was at the top. carvings of winged creatures and palm
A set of stairs was built from the lowest trees; between each ﬁgure of a winged
level through the middle level to the high- creature was a carving of a palm tree.
est level.
18-19
Each winged creature had two faces.
8

I saw that there was a terrace around
the temple. The terrace was the foundation for those side rooms; it was three
and one-tenth meters high. 9 The outer
wall of those side rooms was two and
three-quarters meters thick. All around
the sanctuary there was an open area be10
The open
tween those side rooms.
areas were near the priests’ rooms that
were surrounding the courtyard; there
was a distance of eleven meters between
the two sets of side rooms all around the
sanctuary. 11 There were two doors from
those side rooms into another open area;
one faced north and one faced south. This
open area was two and three-quarters me-

One face was the face of a human, and one
was the face of a lion. Those ﬁgures were
carved on the walls all around the inside
of the temple, and each face looked at the
carving of a palm tree. 20 They covered all
the walls, from the ﬂoor to the wall above
the entryway.
21

At the entrance to the main room of the
temple there were square doorposts, all
the same in appearance. 22 In front of the
very holy place there was a wooden altar.
It was one and three-ﬁfths meters high
and one meter wide on all four sides. Its
corners and base and sides were all made
of wood. The man said to me, “This is the
table that is in the presence of Yahweh.”
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23

The holy place and the very holy place
had folding doors. 24 Each door consisted
of two parts that swung on hinges. 25 On
these doors there were carvings of winged
creatures and palm trees. There was also
a wooden roof over the front portico of the
sanctuary. 26 On the side walls of the portico were narrow windows with ﬁgures of
palm trees carved on the sides of the windows. The side rooms around the temple
also had projecting roofs.

Chapter 42
1

Then in the vision the man led me out of
the inner courtyard, through the gate on
the north side. We entered the outer courtyard and came to rooms that were facing the northern outer wall. 2 The building with those rooms was ﬁfty-four meters long and twenty-seven meters wide.
3
In that building there was one group
of rooms that faced the inner courtyard.
The distance between those rooms and
the sanctuary, the main temple building,
was eleven meters. These rooms were
built on three stories. Each set of rooms
had a walkway over the set of rooms below it. There were rooms that overlooked
the open area of the outer courtyard. 4
To one side of the rooms was a walkway
that was ﬁve and two-ﬁfths meters wide
and ﬁfty-four meters long. All the doors of
the rooms were on their north side. 5 Each
set of rooms was narrower than the set
of rooms below them, because each upper
sets had a walkway in front . 6 The rooms
on the upper levels had no pillars to support them as there were in the courtyard,
because those rooms were supported by
the walls of the rooms below. 7 The outer
wall ran parallel to the rooms that faced
the outer courtyard; this part of the outer
wall was twenty-seven meters long. 8 The
row of rooms that was along the outer

courtyard was twenty-seven meters long,
and the row of rooms that faced the temple was ﬁfty-four meters long. 9 The bottom story had an entrance on its east side,
coming from the outer courtyard.
10

On the eastern side, along the outer wall
of the outer courtyard, next to the temple
courtyard, there was also a set of rooms.
11
There was a walkway in front of them.
These rooms were like the rooms on the
north side. They had the same length
and width, and also the same kind of entrances. 12 There were also doorways into
rooms on the south side that were similar
to what was on the north side. There was
an inside passage with an outer door; the
passage had doors into all the rooms. At
the east end of the passage was an outside
door leading into it.
13

Then the man said to me, ”The rooms
on the northern and southern sides that
overlook the temple sanctuary are only
for Yahweh’s special purposes. Here the
priests who offer sacriﬁces to Yahweh will
eat their portions of those offerings. Because these rooms are special, they will
be used to store the offerings for Yahweh:
The ﬂour for the ﬂour offerings, for the offerings for the sins that people have committed, and for the offerings that people
make for their sins. 14 When the priests
leave the temple, they will not be allowed
to immediately enter the outer courtyard.
First they must remove the clothes that
they had been wearing inside the holy
place, because those clothes are special,
reserved for their work. They must put on
other clothes before they enter the parts
of the temple area where the other people
gather.”
15

When the man had ﬁnished measuring
the inside of the temple area, he led me
out through the east entrance and measured all the surrounding area. 16-19 He
measured the four sides of the area. There
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was a wall around the area that was twohundred and seventy meters long on each
side. 20 He measured the wall that separated what was sacred from the areas that
were not sacred on four sides. The wall
was ﬁve hundred cubits long and ﬁve hundred cubits wide.

Chapter 43
1

Then the man brought me to the entrance on the east side. 2 Suddenly I saw
the glory of the God of Israel coming from
the east. The sound of his coming was
like the roar of a rushing river, and all
that area shone with his glory. 3 What
I saw in this vision was like what I had
seen in my earlier visions, ﬁrst by the Kebar Canal and later when God came to
destroy Jerusalem. I prostrated myself
on the ground. 4 The glory of Yahweh
entered the temple through the east entrance, 5 and then the Spirit lifted me up
and brought me into the inner courtyard,
while the glory of Yahweh ﬁlled the temple.
6

Then, while the man was standing beside
me, I heard someone speak to me from inside the temple. 7 He said, ”Son of man,
this is my temple, the place where I sit
on my throne and where I rest my feet.
This is where I will live with the Israelite
people forever. The Israelite people and
their kings will never again disgrace me
by worshiping other gods at their hilltop
places of idol worship, or by building lifeless idols of their past kings. 8 Your people placed their altars near mine, and the
doorposts of their temples were next to
the doorposts of my temple. There was
only a wall between them. And they disgraced me by the detestable things that
they did. So I was angry and destroyed
them. 9 Now they must stop this disgusting worship of idols and these rituals to

honor kings’ idols. If they stop doing those
things, I will live among them forever.
10

Son of man, describe to the Israelite people what this temple that I have shown
you in a vision is like, in order that they
will be ashamed of the sins. 11 If they are
ashamed of all the evil things that they
have done, tell them all about the temple
that I showed you: Its design, the exits
and entrances, and everything else about
it. And tell them all my laws and regulations about worshiping me there. Write
all these things down while they watch
you, in order that they will be able to faithfully obey them.
12

And this is the supreme law about the
temple: All of the area on top of the hill
where the temple will be built must be
kept sacred and holy.
13

These are the measurements of the altar, using the same kind of measuring
stick that was used for the temple area:
There is a gutter around the altar that is
one-half meter deep and one-half meter
wide. There is a rim around it that is
twenty-three centimeters wide. This will
compose the base for the rest of the altar. 14 The lower part of the gutter is one
meter high to the lower ledge that surrounds the altar. The lower ledge is onehalf meter wide. From that ledge to the
upper ledge, it is two meters. That ledge is
also one-half meter wide. 15 The hearth
at the top of the altar is another two meters high, and there is a hornlike projection that juts up from each of the four corners. 16 That place at the top of the altar is square, six and one-half meters long
on each side. 17 The upper ledge that borders the hearth is also a square, seven and
three-ﬁfths meters long on each side, and
has a rim all around that is twenty-seven
centimeters wide. There is a gutter measuring one-half meter at the bottom of the
altar. There are steps leading up to the
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east side of the altar.”
18

Then the man said to me, ”Son of man,
this is what Yahweh the Lord says: These
are the regulations for sacriﬁcing offerings that will be completely burned and
for sprinkling the blood against the sides
of the altar when it is built: 19 You must
present to the priests a young bull to be an
offering for the sins of the priests, the descendants of Levi, from the clan of Zadok,
who come near to the altar to serve me. 20
You must take some of the blood from the
bull and smear it on the four projections
of the altar and on the four corners of the
upper ledge, and all around the rim, so I
will accept the altar, and to make the altar
belong only to me. 21 You must burn that
bull outside the temple in the part of the
temple area designated for that purpose.

Chapter 44
1

Then the man brought me back to the
outer entrance to the temple area, the one
on the east side, but the gate was shut.
2
Yahweh said to me, ”This gate must remain shut. It must not be opened by anyone; no one will be permitted to enter it.
It must remain shut because I, Yahweh,
the God of Israel, made it to be special to
me when I came in through it. 3 Only the
ruler of Israel will be permitted to sit inside this entrance to eat food in my presence. He must enter and leave the temple
area through this gate.”
4

Then the man brought me through the
north entrance to the front of the temple.
I looked and saw that the glory of Yahweh
ﬁlled his temple, and I prostrated myself
22
The next day you must offer a male goat on the ground.
that has no defects, to be an offering, so I 5
Yahweh said to me, ”Son of man, look
will accept the altar. Then you must pucarefully, and listen carefully to everyrify the altar again, as you did with the
thing that I tell you about all the regulabull that was sacriﬁced. 23 When you have
tions concerning the temple. Note careﬁnished doing all that, you must offer a
fully the temple entrance and all the exyoung bull and a ram, both of them withits. 6 Say this to the rebellious Israelite
out any defects. 24 You must offer them
people: ’This is what I, Yahweh the Lord,
to me, Yahweh. The priests must sprinkle
say: You Israelite people, I will no longer
salt on them and burn them completely on
endure the detestable things that you do!
the altar as a sacriﬁce to me.
7
In addition to all the other detestable
25
Then, each day for seven days you must things that you do, you brought into my
bring to the priest a male goat to be sac- temple foreign men who had not been cirriﬁced for an offering, so I will accept the cumcised and who knew nothing about
altar. You must also sacriﬁce a young bull how to honor me. By doing that, you
and a ram, each without any defect, that caused my temple to be an unacceptable
the priests will provide. 26 For seven days place to worship me, while you offered
the priests will consecrate the altar, so I food and fat and blood, and you disobeyed
will accept the altar. By doing that they my covenant with you. 8 Instead of doing
will set it apart for my honor. 27 At the what I commanded you to do in regard to
end of those seven days, starting on the my holy things, you appointed foreigners
following day, the priests will continue to to be in charge of my temple. 9 But this is
put on the altar offerings to be completely what I, Yahweh, have said: No foreigners,
burned and offerings to promise friend- no men who are not circumcised, no godship with me. Then I will accept you. That less people are permitted to enter my temit what I, Yahweh the Lord, declare.”
ple, not even foreigners who live among
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you Israelites permanently.
10

Many of the descendants of Levi deserted me along with most of the Israelite
people, and started to worship idols. I will
punish them for their sin. 11 I will permit them to work in my temple and to be
in charge of the temple gates. They will
be able to slaughter the animals that will
be completely burned on the altar, and to
burn other sacriﬁces for the people, and
they will be able to help the people. 12
But because they helped the people to worship idols and caused many of the people
of Israel to sin by worshiping idols, I swear
that I will punish them for their sin. 13
They must not come near me to serve as
priests. They must not come near any sacred things or the holy offerings. They
will be ashamed of the things that they did,
of which they are guilty. 14 But I will still
put them in charge of the work in the temple, and allow them to do all the work that
needs to be done there.
15

But the priests who are descended from
Levi and from the clan of Zadok faithfully
worked in my temple when the other Israelites deserted me. So they must come
near to me to work for me. They will stand
in my presence to offer sacriﬁces of animals’ fat and blood. 16 They are the only
ones who are permitted to enter my temple. They are the only ones who are permitted to come near my altar to serve me
and do what I tell them to do.
17

ple are, they must take off the clothes
that they have been wearing and leave
them in the sacred rooms, and put on
other clothes, in order that the people are
not consecrated by touching the sacred
clothes.
20

The priests must not shave their heads
or let their hair become long; but they
must keep their hair trimmed. 21 Priests
must not drink wine before they enter
the inner courtyard. 22 Also, priests must
not marry widows of men who were
not priests or women who have been divorced. They are permitted to marry only
23
virgins or widows of other priests.
They must teach the people the difference between things that are holy and
things that are not, and teach them how
to know what things are acceptable to me
and what things are not.
24

If there is a dispute between people,
the priests are the ones who must serve
as judges and decide matters according
to my laws. They must obey all my laws
and decrees concerning the sacred festivals, and they must treat my Sabbath days
as special for me.
25

Priests are permitted to go near the
corpse of a father or mother or son or
daughter or brother or unmarried sister.
But they must not deﬁle themselves by going near a corpse of anyone else. 26 If a
priest touches the corpse of a close relative, he must perform the rituals to become acceptable to serve me again. After
he performs those rituals, he must wait
seven days. 27 Then, on the day that he enters the inner courtyard again to serve me
in the temple, he must give an offering to
remove his guilt for having sinned. That
is what I, Yahweh the Lord, declare.

When they enter the gateway into the
inner courtyard, they must wear white
linen clothes. They must not wear any
clothes made of wool while they do their
work at the gates of the inner courtyard
or inside the temple. 18 They must wear
white linen turbans on their heads and
linen undergarments around their waists. 28 The priests will not own any land. They
They must not wear anything that would will have only what I provide for them.
cause them to perspire. 19 Before they 29 They will eat the offerings made from
go out into the courtyard where other peo- ﬂour, offerings to remove people’s guilt
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for having sinned, and offerings made
when people fail to give to me the things
that they are required to give. Everything
else in Israel that is dedicated to me will
belong to the priests. 30 The best fruits
of the ﬁrst part of each harvest and all
the other special gifts will belong to the
priests. You must give them the ﬁrst part
of your ground ﬂour, in order that I will
bless the people who live in your house. 31
Priests must not eat the ﬂesh of any bird or
animal that is found dead or that has been
killed by wild animals.

half kilometers long and two and threequarters kilometers wide. It will be for a
city where anyone in Israel may live.
7

The ruler of Israel will have the land
that is on each side of the area formed by
the temple district and the city. It will extend to the west from the western end of
those areas, and to the east from the eastern end of those areas. The far eastern
and far western borders of the king’s land
will measure the same as the parallel borders of those other tracts. 8 This portion
of land will belong to the ruler. So the
rulers will no longer have any excuse for
oppressing my people and stealing their
land. They will assign the remaining parts
of the land in Israel to each tribe, to be di1
When the land of Israel is divided among vided up among the people.
the twelve tribes, you must present to Yah9
weh one part of the land to be a sacred dis- This is what Yahweh the Lord says: You
trict. It will be thirteen and one-half kilo- rulers of Israel must stop acting violently
meters long and ﬁve and two-ﬁfths kilo- and oppressing the people! You must
meters wide. This entire area will be re- do what is fair and right. Stop taking
served for Yahweh. 2 Part of that area, land from the people; stop forcing them
10
Also, you must use
a square about 270 meters long on each off their land!
accurate
scales
and
accurate containers
side will be left empty all around the tem11
The baskets for
ple area. An additional strip of ground, for measuring things.
about twenty-seven meters wide, will be measuring dry things and containers for
left empty all around the temple area. 3 measuring liquids must be the same size;
Inside the sacred district, measure a sec- each must hold twenty-two liters—called
tion thirteen and one-half kilometers long an ephah (for dry measure) and a bath
12
When you weigh
and ﬁve and two-ﬁfths kilometers wide. It (for liquid measure).
will be where the sanctuary is, and that is things, you must use weights that everythe most holy place. 4 It will be the sacred one accepts as being correct. The shekel
portion of the land for the priests who is to be divided into twenty gerahs, and a
work in the temple, those who come near mina will be worth sixty shekels.
to Yahweh to serve him. It will be a place 13 You must present to the ruler one meavery special for Yahweh, for the priests’ sure of wheat or barley for every sixty
houses, as well as for the temple. 5 An area measures that you harvest. 14 You must
thirteen and one-half kilometers long and give him one measure of olive oil for evﬁve and two-ﬁfths kilometers wide will be ery one hundred measures that you profor the descendants of Levi who work in duce. 15 Also, Yahweh declares that you
the temple. That area will belong to them, must take one sheep or goat from every
and they can build towns there to live in. two hundred in your ﬂocks in the lush pas-

Chapter 45

6

Alongside this sacred area will be a tures of Israel. You must offer a sheep
section of land that is thirteen and one- or a goat for various offerings: Burnt of-
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ferings and offerings to promise friendship with Yahweh, offerings to atone for
the people’s sins. “This is the Lord Yah16
weh’s command.”
All the people in
the land must join in bringing these offerings to the ruler of Israel. 17 The ruler
must provide the animals to be completely
burned on the altar, ﬂour for the offerings
made from grain, and wine for the sacred
festivals that Yahweh has appointed for
the people Israel—including the festivals
to celebrate the new moons, and the offerings for the Sabbath days. He must provide the animals for the offerings for the
people to become acceptable to God, offerings of ﬂour made from grain, offerings
to be completely burned, and offerings to
promise friendship with Yahweh, to atone
for the sins of the people of Israel.”
18

This is also what the Lord Yahweh declares: ”On the ﬁrst day of the ﬁrst month
of each year you must take one young bull
that has no defects and sacriﬁce it to purify the temple. 19 The priest must take
some of the blood of the offering to atone
for the people’s sins, and he must smear
it on the temple doorposts, on the four
corners of the upper ledge surrounding
the altar, and on the gateposts of the inner courtyard. 20 You must do the same
thing on the seventh day of the month for
any people who sin accidentally or without knowing that they sinned. By doing
that you will purify the temple.
21

In the ﬁrst month of each year, on the
fourteenth day of the month, you must
start to celebrate the Passover festival.
The festival will last for seven days. During that time you must not eat any bread
made with yeast. 22 On the ﬁrst day, the
ruler must provide a bull as an offering
for himself and for the other people of the
country. 23 And every day during those
seven days he must provide seven bulls
and seven rams that have no defects, to be

an offering to make it possible for Yahweh
to accept the people. 24 He must also provide twenty-two liters of ﬂour as an offering with each bull, and the same amount
of ﬂour with each ram, and also four liters
of olive oil with each offering of ﬂour.
25

During the seven days of the festival celebrating when the Israelites lived in tents
during the exodus from Egypt, which
starts on the ﬁfteenth day of the seventh
month of each year, the ruler must provide the same things for offerings to make
it possible for God to accept the people, for
offerings to be completely burned, for offerings of things made from grain, and for
offerings of olive oil.

Chapter 46
1

This is also what Yahweh the Lord declares: ’The east gateway of the inner
courtyard must be shut during the six
days you work each week, but on the Sabbath days and on the days when there
is a new moon, the gateway must be
open. 2 The ruler must enter the courtyard through the entry room of the gateway, and stand alongside the gateposts
of the inner courtyard. Then the priests
must sacriﬁce the animal that will be completely burned on the altar, and also his offering to promise friendship with me. The
ruler must worship me at the entrance
of the inner gateway, and then he must
leave. But the gate will not be shut until
that evening. 3 On the Sabbath days and
on the days when there is a new moon,
the people also must worship me at the entrance of this gate. 4 The offering that the
ruler brings to be completely burned on
the Sabbath day must be six male lambs
and one ram, all with no defects. 5 The offering that he gives with the ram is twentytwo liters of ﬂour, and the ﬂour that he
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offers with the lambs should be as much
as he pleases, along with one liter of olive
oil for every twenty-two liters of ﬂour . 6
Then each day that there is a new moon,
he must offer a young bull, six lambs and
a ram, all with no defects. 7 He must also
provide twenty-two liters of ﬂour with the
bull, the same amount of ﬂour with the
ram, and as much ﬂour as he wants with
the lambs, along with one liter of olive
oil with every twenty-two liters of ﬂour.
8
When the ruler enters the temple area,
he must enter through gate and its entry
room, and he must go out by the same
way.
9

When the people come to worship me
at the festivals that I, Yahweh, have commanded, those who enter the temple area
through the north gateway must go out
through the south gateway. And those
who enter through the south gateway
must go out through the north gateway.
People must not go out through the gateway through which they entered; they
must go out through the opposite gateway.
10
The ruler must go in when the other people go in, and go out when the people go
out.
11

During the festivals that you hold for
me, the king must present twenty-two
liters of ﬂour along with a bull or a ram,
and as much ﬂour as he wants to with
the lambs, along with one liter of olive oil
with every twenty-two liters of ﬂour. 12
When the ruler gives an offering that is
not required, either one to be completely
burned or an offering to celebrate fellowship with me, the gate on the east side
must be opened for him. He must then
present his offerings like he does on the
Sabbath days. Then he will go out, and after he goes out, they must shut the gateway.

defects to be an offering to me, one that
the priests will completely burn. 14 Someone must also provide each morning an offering of ﬂour. It must be three and onehalf liters of ﬂour mixed with one liter of
olive oil. You must never stop presenting
these offerings of ﬂour and olive oil to me,
Yahweh, each day. 15 The lamb and the offering of ﬂour and olive oil must be presented to me every morning, to be completely burned on the altar.
16

This is what Yahweh the Lord declares:
If the ruler gives some of his land to one
of his sons, to belong to him permanently,
it will then eventually belong to his son’s
descendants. 17 However, if he gives some
of his land to one of his servants, the servant is allowed to keep that land until the
year of the celebration of Jubilee. Then
the ruler must take possession of it again.
But if the ruler gives land to his sons, that
land will belong to them permanently. 18
The ruler must not take any land that the
people own and force them to live somewhere else. The land that he gives to his
sons must be from his own property, not
from anyone else’s property, in order that
none of my people will be separated from
his own property.’”
19

Then, in the vision, the man brought me
through the entrance alongside the gateway to the sacred rooms on the north side,
the rooms that belonged to the priests,
and he showed me a place at the western
end. 20 He said to me, “This is the place
where the priests will cook the meat of the
offerings that people make because they
failed to do what they promised Yahweh
that they would do, and offerings to cause
people to become acceptable to God, and
where they will bake bread made with the
ﬂour brought as offerings. They will cook
those things in their rooms in order to
13
In the morning of every day, someone avoid bringing them into the outer courtmust provide a one year old lamb with no yard to cook them there, lest someone
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might be consecrated by touching them.”

Then in the vision, the man brought me
back to the entrance of the temple. There I
saw water coming out from under the entrance and ﬂowing toward the east. The
water was ﬂowing down the south side of
the entrance, to the right of the altar. 2
Then he brought me out through the north
gate and led me around to the eastern gate
at its exterior side.

many trees growing on each side of the
river. 8 He said to me, ”This water ﬂows
east and goes down into the Dead Sea.
And when the water enters the Dead Sea,
it stays fresh and restores the water of the
Sea and makes it fresh again. 9 Swarms
of ﬁsh will live in the water wherever the
river ﬂows. There will be many ﬁsh in
the Dead Sea, because the water that ﬂows
into it will cause the salt water to become
fresh water. Wherever the river ﬂows, everything alongside it will ﬂourish. 10 Fishermen will stand along the riverbank to
catch ﬁsh. From En Gedi on the western
side to En Eglaim there will be places to
spread ﬁshing nets. There will be many
kinds of ﬁsh, as there are in the Great Sea.
11
But the swamps and marshes along the
shore will not become fresh; they will be
left to make salt. 12 Many kinds of fruit
trees will grow on both sides of the river.
Their leaves will not wither, and they will
always have fruit. They will bear new
fruit every month, because the water that
comes from the temple ﬂows continually
to the trees. Their fruit will be good to eat
and their leaves will be good for healing.”

3

13

21

Then the man brought me to the outer
courtyard and led me around to its four
corners. In each corner I saw an enclosed
area; 22 each was twenty-two meters long
and sixteen meters wide. 23 Around the inside of each of these enclosed areas was a
stone ledge, with places to make ﬁres all
around under the ledge. 24 The man said
to me, “These are the kitchens where the
descendants of Levi who work in the temple will cook the sacriﬁces that the people
bring.”

Chapter 47
1

As the man continued walking toward
the east, I saw that he had a measuring
line in his hand. He measured off 540
meters and then led me through water
that covered my ankles. 4 Then he measured off another 540 meters and led me
through water that was up to my knees.
Then he measured off another 540 meters
and led me through water that was up to
my waist. 5 Then he measured off another
540 meters and led me through water that
was now a river that I could not cross, because the water was so deep; to continue
farther would have required me to swim.
6
Then he asked me, “Son of man, think
about this carefully.” Then he led me onto
the bank of the river

In the vision, Yahweh also said this to
me: ”Here is a list of the twelve tribes of
Israel and the territory that each tribe is
to receive. The descendants of Joseph will
receive two portions. 14 Divide the land
equally among all of the tribes. I lifted up
my hand to swear to your ancestors that I
would give them this land to own permanently.
15

These will be the boundaries of the land:

On the north side, it will extend from
the Mediterranean Sea east along the road
to Hethlon, and then on to Zedad,
16

to Berothah, and then on to Sibraim,
which is on the border between Damascus
and Hamath. The boundary will run as far
7
and back along it toward in the direction as Hazer Hattikon, which is on the border
from where we had come. There I saw of the region of Hauran. 17 So the bound-
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ary will extend from the Mediterranean Israel west to the Great Sea.
Sea to Hazar Enan on the border between The tribe of Dan will receive land alongHamath to the north and Damascus to the side the northern border of Israel.
south. That will be the northern bound2
South of their area will be the territory
ary.
for
the tribe of Asher.
18
On the east side, the boundary
3
will extend between Hauran and Damas- South of Asher’s land will be territory for
cus, south along the Jordan River between the tribe of Naphtali.
the region of Gilead and the territory of Is- 4 South of Naphtali’s land will be territory
rael, along the Dead Sea as far as Tamar. for the tribe of Manasseh.
That will be the eastern boundary.
5
South of Manasseh’s land will be terri19
On the south side, the boundary will tory for the tribe of Ephraim.
extend from Tamar to the springs near 6
South of Ephraim’s land will be territory
Meribah Kadesh. Then it will extend west
for the tribe of Reuben.
along the brook of Egypt to the Great Sea.
7
South of their land will be territory for
That will be the southern boundary.
the tribe of Judah.
20
On the west side, the boundary will
8
be the Mediterranean Sea, north to a point South of Judah’s land will be an area that
the entire nation will give to me; you will
near Lebo Hamath.
set it apart for special use. The temple will
21
You must distribute this land among be in the center of this area. It will be
yourselves, among the tribes of Israel. 22 as long as any of the portions of land asYou must assign the land as a permanent signed a tribe of Israel.
possession for yourselves and also for any
9
This special area will be thirteen and
foreigners who are living and raising their
one-half
kilometers long and ﬁve and twochildren among you. You must consider
them to be like native born Israelites, and ﬁfths kilometers wide. This is what you
10
Within this spethey must be assigned land among the will give to Yahweh.
23
cial
area,
these
will
what
you
will assign to
Wherever foreigners
tribes of Israel.
are living, you must give them some land the priests: you will assign them an area
to belong to them permanently.’ That is of land measuring thirteen and one-half
kilometers on the northern and southern
what the Lord Yahweh declares.”
side; and ﬁve and two-ﬁfths kilometers on
the western and eastern sides. The temple
of Yahweh will be in the middle of this special area. 11 The temple area will be for the
priests, those set apart for my honor, who
1
Here is a list of the tribes of Israel and are descendants of Zadok. They are ones
the territory that each tribe is to receive. who served me faithfully and did not turn
The northern boundary of Israel will start away from Yahweh as the descendants of
at the Mediterranean Sea and go east to Levi did. 12 When the land is distributed,
the city of Hethlon, then to Lebo Hamath, you will offer that special area to me, for it
and farther on to Hazar Enan, which is to be the priests’ special portion; it is land
south of Damascus, and it will continue to that you will treat as very special to me.
Hamath. Each tribe will receive land that Next to the priests’ territory will be where
will extend from the eastern boundary of the other descendants of Levi will live.

Chapter 48
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13

The land that you will assign to the descendants of Levi will be the same size as
the land that the priests will receive. So together, these two portions of land will be
thirteen and one-half kilometers long and
about eleven kilometers wide. 14 None of
this special land, this best land, may ever
be sold or traded or used by other people, because it belongs to Yahweh. It is set
apart for him.
15

Another strip of land thirteen and onehalf kilometers long and about two and
three-quarters kilometers wide will be allotted for other people iving in the special
area to use. There they may build homes
and have pasturelands, and there will be
a city in the middle of this area. 16 The city
will be square, two and two-ﬁfths kilometers long on each side. 17 There will be
an open area around the city, within the
special area, that will be about 135 meters
deep in each direction. 18 Outside the city
there will be a farming area that will extend ﬁve and two-ﬁfths kilometers on the
east side and ﬁve and two-ﬁfths kilometers on the west side. Men who work there
will produce food for the people who work
in the city. 19 Those who come from the
various tribes to work in the city may also
work in this farmland. 20 This entire special area, including the land given for Yahweh’s use and the city, will be a square
that is thirteen and one-half kilometers
long on each side.
21

The tracts of land to the east and to the
west of Yahweh’s area and the city will belong to the ruler. One area will extend
east to the eastern boundary of Israel, and
the other will extend west to the Great Sea.
Yahweh’s area, which contains the temple,
will be in the middle. 22 The area that belongs to the ruler will be between the tribe
of Judah to the north and the tribe of Benjamin to the south.
23

other tribes will receive one portion of
land that extends from the eastern boundary of Israel west to the Great Sea.
Just south of Yahweh’s area will be territory for the tribe of Benjamin.
24

South of Benjamin’s land will be the
land for the tribe of Simeon.
25

South of Simeon’s land will be the land
for the tribe of Issachar.
26

South of Issachar’s land will be the land
for the tribe of Zebulun.
27

South of Zebulun’s land will be the land
for the tribe of Gad.
28

The southern boundary of Gad’s land
will extend south from En Gedi to the
springs at Meribah Kadesh, and then to
the west along the brook of Egypt to the
Great Sea.
29

This is a description of the land that you
must assign to the tribes of Israel, for it
to belong to them permanently.’ That is
what I, Yahweh the Lord, declare.
30

Here are the city gates: On the north
side, which is two and two-ﬁfths kilometers long, 31 there will be three gates. Each
gate will have the name of one of the
tribes of Israel. The ﬁrst one will be
named for Reuben, the next for Judah, the
next for Levi.
32

On the east side, also two and two-ﬁfths
kilometers long, will be gates named for
Joseph, Benjamin, and Dan.
33

On the south side, also two-ﬁfths of a
kilometer long, will be gates named for
Simeon, Issachar, and Zebulun.
34

On the west side, also two-ﬁfths of a kilometer long, will be gates named for Gad,
Asher, and Naphtali.
35

The distance around the city would be
nine and three-quarters kilometers.

From that time on, the name of the city
South of Yahweh’s area, each of the will be “Yahweh is there.”
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Abednego.
8

After King Jehoiakim had been ruling in Judah for almost three years,
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to
Jerusalem with his army and surrounded
the city so that the city would be weakened before the army attacked. 2 After
two years, the Lord gave Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers victory over Jehoiakim, who
was the king of Judah. They also took
some of the sacred objects that were in the
temple of God, and took them to Babylonia
in the land of Shinar. There Nebuchadnezzar put them in the treasure house of his
god.

But Daniel decided that he would not eat
the kind of food that the king ate, or drink
the wine that the king drank because that
would make him ritually deﬁled. So he
asked Ashpenaz, the chief of the king’s oﬃcials for permission to eat and drink other
food so that he might not deﬁle himself.
9
God gave Daniel kindness and compassion in the relationship he had with Ashpenaz. The chief oﬃcial had great respect
for Daniel. 10 He said to Daniel, “My master the king, has chosen what food and
drink you should have. If you eat other
things and you become thinner and paler
than the other young men who are your
age, he could order his soldiers to cut off
my head because you did not follow his directions.”

3

11

Chapter 1
1

Then Nebuchadnezzar commanded Ashpenaz, the chief oﬃcial in his palace, to
bring to him some of the Israelite men
whom they had brought to Babylon. These
were men who belonged to important
families, including the family of the king
of Judah. 4 King Nebuchadnezzar wanted
only men who were very healthy, handsome, wise, well educated, capable of
learning many things, and suitable for
working in the palace. He wanted to
teach them the Babylonian language so
that they could understand the writings of
the Babylonians. 5 The king commanded
his servants, “Give them the ﬁne, rich
foods and wine served to me. Train them
for three years and then they will become
my servants.”

The chief oﬃcial assigned a servant
to give Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah their food and drink. Daniel
spoke to him. 12 He said, ”Please test your
servants! For ten days give us only vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 After
ten days, see whether we look healthy or
not. Also see how those who eat the king’s
food look. Then you do to us whatever
you think is best.” 14 The servant agreed
to this test. He gave them the food Daniel
requested for ten days.
15

After ten days, he saw that they looked
healthier and better nourished than all
the young men who had been eating the
food the king chose for them. 16 So after
that he took away the king’s special food
and wine, and he only gave them vegeta6
Among the young Israelite men who bles to eat.
were chosen were Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, who all came from 17 God gave to these four young men wisJudah. 7 Ashpenaz gave them Babylonian dom and the ability to study many things
names. He gave to Daniel the name Bel- that the Babylonians had written and studteshazzar, he gave to Hananiah the name ied. He also gave to Daniel the ability to
Shadrach, he gave to Mishael the name understand the meaning of visions and
Meshach, and he gave Azariah the name dreams.
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After three years, the king chose a day
when those who were in training would
come before him. Ashpenaz, the chief of
the king’s oﬃcials, presented them all to
Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with
them and realized that none of the other
young men were as capable as Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they
stood together, ready to begin their service to the king. 20 In every question requiring wisdom and understanding, the
king found these men advised him ten
times more effectively than his magicians
and those who claimed to speak with the
dead. There were none better than these
four in his entire kingdom.

do this, I will cut you into pieces and turn
your houses into piles of dung! 6 But if you
tell me what I dreamed and what it means,
I will reward you. I will give you gifts and
a reward and great honor. So tell me what
I dreamed and what it means.”
7

Again they replied, “Tell us what you
dreamed, and we will tell you what it
means.”
8

The king replied, ”I know that you are
just trying to get more time because you
know that I will do to you what I said that
I would do. 9 If you do not tell me what
I dreamed, you know what I promised to
do to you. I think that you have all agreed
21
Daniel remained there serving the king to tell me lies and other wicked things bemore than sixty years until the ﬁrst year fore your time is up. So then, you have
only one choice. Tell me the dream, and I
that Cyrus became king.
will know you can tell me what it means.”
10

Chapter 2
1

One night during the second year that
Nebuchadnezzar ruled, he had a dream.
The dream worried him so much that he
could not sleep. 2 The next morning he
summoned his men who worked magic,
those who claimed to speak with the dead,
those who gave advice from watching the
stars, and the wise men. To test their skill,
he demanded that they tell him what he
had dreamed. They came and stood be3
The king said, “I had
fore the king.
a dream last night that worries me and I
want to know what the dream means.”

The wise men replied to the king, ”There
is no one on the earth who can do what
you ask! There is no king, even a great and
mighty king, who has ever asked his astrologers or those who claim to speak with
the dead, or wise men like ourselves to do
something like that! 11 What you are asking us to do is impossible. Only the gods
can tell you what you dreamed, and they
do not live among us!”
12

The king was very angry when he heard
that, so he commanded his soldiers that
they execute all men who were known for
their wisdom in all of Babylon. 13 According to the king’s command, they set out
to ﬁnd Daniel and his friends, to execute
4
The men who studied the stars replied them.
to the king, (what follows is written in the 14 Arioch, the commander of the king’s
Aramaic language). They said, “King Neb- guards, came with soldiers to kill everyuchadnezzar, may you live forever! Tell one in Babylon who was considered to be
us your dream and we will tell you what wise. So Daniel spoke to him very wisely
it means!”
and tactfully. 15 Daniel asked the captain
5

But the king replied to them, ”I have de- Arioch, “Why has the king made a decree
cided that you must tell me the dream and that must be carried out so quickly?” So
also tell me what it means. If you do not Arioch told Daniel all that had happened.
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Daniel went to talk with the king and reand you have revealed to us what the
quested an appointment with the king so king demanded to know.”
that he could tell the king what the dream 24
Then Daniel went to Arioch, the man
was and what it meant.
whom the king had appointed to execute
17
Daniel went to his house and he told his everyone known to be wise in Babylon.
friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah He said to him, “Do not kill those men of
what had happened. 18 He urged them to wisdom. Take me to the king and I will tell
ask God, who lives in heaven, to help them him what his dream means.”
by telling them the secret of the dream of 25
So Arioch quickly took Daniel to the
the king so that they and the other men
king. He said to the king, “I have found
in Babylon known for wisdom would not
one of the men whom we brought from
be put to death. 19 That night God gave
Judah who can tell you what your dream
Daniel a vision, and in that vision the semeans!”
cret was made known to him. Then Daniel
26
The king said to Daniel (whose name
praised God 20 saying,
was now Belteshazzar), “Can you tell me
”We praise the name of the true God what I dreamed and what it means?”
forever
27
Daniel replied, ”There is no one to help,
because he owns all wisdom and even those who claim to be wise and those
power.
who claim to consult with the dead. No
21
He makes the time move forward, and one can help, none of the magicians or astrologers. None of these can discover the
he owns the seasons.
secrets of your dream. 28 But there is a
He removes every king when he God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he
chooses and gives new kings their king- has shown in your dream what will hapdom.
pen in the future. Now I will tell you what
He gives wisdom to some, and people you dreamed and the vision you saw as
you were lying on your bed.
become wise.
He teaches knowledge to those who 29 O king, while you were sleeping, you
dreamed about events that will happen
understand.
in the future. The one who reveals mys22
He reveals to us things that are deep
teries has shown you what is going to
and hidden.
happen. 30 It is not because I am wiser
He can do this because he knows ev- than anyone else on earth that I know the
erything that the darkness hides from us, meaning of this mysterious dream. It is
because God wanted you to understand
and because the light comes from
your deep thoughts hidden in the vision
where he lives.
he gave you.
23
God, whom my ancestors worshiped, 31
O king, in your vision you saw in front of
you a huge and terrifying statue of a man.
I thank you and I praise you
It was shining very brightly, and it was
because you have caused me to be
frightening and awesome. 32 The head of
wise and made me strong.
the statue was made of pure gold. Its chest
You have told me what my friends and arms were made of silver. Its belly
and I asked you to tell us,
and thighs were made of bronze. 33 Its legs

1238

DANIEL
were made of iron and its feet were a mixture of clay and iron. 34 As you watched,
someone cut a stone from a mountain, but
it was not a human who cut it. The stone
tumbled down and smashed the statue’s
feet that were made of iron and clay. It
smashed them to bits. 35 Then the rest
of the statue collapsed into a big heap of
iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold. The
pieces of the statue were as small as bits of
chaff on the ground where it is threshed,
and the wind blew away all the tiny pieces.
There was nothing left. But the stone that
smashed the statue became a large mountain that covered the whole earth.

when mixed. 43 The mixture of iron and
clay in the statue also means that this kingdom will come apart, because the different people groups will not work together,
just as clay does not stick to iron.
44

But while those kings are ruling, God
who rules in heaven will establish a kingdom that will never end. No one will ever
defeat its king. He will completely destroy
all those kingdoms, but his kingdom will
remain forever. 45 That is the meaning
of the stone that someone cut from the
mountain, the stone that will crush to tiny
bits the statue that is made of iron, bronze,
silver, and gold. God, the great God, has
told you what will happen in the future.
36
That was what you dreamed. Now we
The dream he gave you will come true. Its
will tell you what it means. 37 You are a
meaning is true, as I have told it to you.”
king who rules over other kings. The God
who rules in heaven has caused you to 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar lay down
rule over them and has given you great on the ground in front of Daniel as an
power and has honored you. 38 He has act of great respect. He commanded his
caused you to be the ruler over all people people to burn incense and to burn an
so that even the animals and birds belong offering of grain in honor of Daniel. 47
to you. You are the head of the statue, that The king said to Daniel, “Your God has enabled you to tell me the meaning of this
head made of gold.
dream, so now I truly know that your God
39
After your kingdom ends, there will is greater than all the other gods, and King
be another great kingdom, but it will not over all other kings. He reveals secrets; he
be as great as yours. The silver parts of makes known mysteries no one else could
the statue represent that kingdom. Then know.”
there will be a third great kingdom whose 48
Then the king gave many gifts to Daniel,
king will rule over the whole earth. The
and he also appointed him to rule over the
bronze parts of the statue represent that
entire province of Babylon. He made him
40
After that kingdom
third kingdom.
to be the chief governor over all the wisest
ends, there will be a fourth great kingmen in Babylon. 49 Daniel asked the king
dom. The iron parts of the statue repreto appoint Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedsent that kingdom. The army of that kingnego to serve in important positions as addom will smash the previous kingdoms,
ministrators in the province of Babylon.
just like iron smashes everything that it
But Daniel remained in the king’s palace
strikes. 41 The feet and toes of the statue
and served the king there.
that you saw were a mixture of iron and
clay, showing that the kingdom they represent will later be divided. 42 Some parts
of that kingdom will be as strong as iron,
but some parts will not remain together,
just as iron and clay do not stay together 1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden
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statue. It was twenty-seven meters tall
and three meters wide. He set it up in
the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 Then he sent messages to all the
provincial governors, the regional governors, and the local governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the high oﬃcials of the
provinces. He told them to come to celebrate the new statue that he had set up to
honor the god that it represented. 3 When
they all arrived, they were all standing in
front of that statue.
4

A person on the royal staff shouted out
the king’s new law to everyone, ”You people who come from many countries and
who speak many languages, listen to what
the king has commanded! 5 When you
hear the sound of the horns, ﬂutes, zithers,
lyres, harps, and other ﬂutes, and all the
music they will play, you must lie down on
the ground and honor the golden statue
that King Nebuchadnezzar has put up. 6
Anyone who refuses to do that will be
thrown into a blazing ﬁre.”

fused to worship your gods and the golden
statue that you have set up.”
13

When he heard this, Nebuchadnezzar
became very angry. He commanded his
soldiers to bring in Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. So they brought them to
the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them,
”Have you decided that you will not worship my gods or the golden statue that
15
I will give you one
I have set up?
more chance. If you bow down to worship the statue that I have set up when
you hear the sounds of the musical instruments, ﬁne. But if you refuse, you will
be thrown into a blazing ﬁre. Then who
is the god who can rescue you from my
power?”
16

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
replied, ”Nebuchadnezzar, we do not
need to defend our actions to you in this
matter. 17 If we are thrown into a ﬁre, the
God we worship is able to rescue us. He
has the power to rescue us from you. 18
But even if he does not rescue us, we will
not worship your gods, and we will never
7
So all those people who had gathered honor the statue you have set up.”
from the many people and nations, who 19
Then Nebuchadnezzar became exwere speaking various languages, when
tremely angry. His face showed great
they heard the instruments play, they laid
rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and
themselves down on the ground and gave
Abednego. He gave orders that the ﬁre
their worship and said words of praise to
should be made seven times hotter than
the statue.
usual. 20 After that was done, he ordered
8
9
But some Chaldeans went to the king.
some of his strongest soldiers to tie up
They reported to him, ”O king, may you Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and
never die! 10 You decreed that every per- then to throw them into the blazing ﬁre.
son who hears the sound of those instru- 21 When the soldiers tied them up and
ments should lie down on the ground and threw them into the furnace, Shadrach,
11
honor the golden statue.
You also Meshach, and Abednego were wearing
decreed that anyone refusing to do that their robes, their tunics, their turbans,
would be thrown into a blazing ﬁre. 12 and their other clothes. 22 Because the
There are some men from Judah that you king’s orders were given when he was
appointed to be oﬃcials in the province so angry and were to be followed withof Babylon who have paid no attention to out any delay, and because the ﬁre was
your decree. Their names are Shadrach, so hot, the ﬂames leaped out of the blaze
Meshach, and Abednego. They have re- and killed the soldiers that took Shadrach,
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Meshach and Abednego up into the ﬁre. god who can rescue people like this!’”
23
So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 30
Then the king gave Shadrach, Meshach,
tied up, fell into the burning ﬂames of the
and Abednego positions of greater imporﬁre.
tance within the province of Babylon.
24
But as Nebuchadnezzar was watching, he was shocked. He jumped up
and shouted to his advisors, “Did we tie
up three men and throw them into the
ﬂames?”
1
Several years after Nebuchadnezzar
They replied, “Yes, O king, we did.”
started to rule, he sent this message to ev25
Nebuchadnezzar shouted, “Look! I see ery people, nation, and language in his
four men in the ﬁre! They are not tied empire. He wrote,
with ropes and they are walking around
”I wish that all things will go very well
and the ﬂames are not hurting them! The
with you!
fourth man is shining like a son of the
2
I want you to know about all the
gods!”
ways
in
which God Most High has shown
26
Nebuchadnezzar came closer to the
his power, and how he has done so many
edge of the blazing ﬁre and shouted,
amazing things for me.
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you
3
He performs great miracles that show
who worship the Most High God, come out
of there! Come here!” So they came out his power;
and away from the ﬁre.
he does wonderful things.
27
Then all the king’s oﬃcials saw them
He will always be king;
when they came out of the ﬁre. The ﬂames
he will rule from one generation to
had not harmed them. Not even the hair
on their heads was singed, and none of another without end.”
their clothing was scorched. There was
4
I, Nebuchadnezzar, was living
not even any smell of smoke on them.
in my palace without a care, and I was
28
Then Nebuchadnezzar said, ”We must enjoying every luxury. 5 But one night I
all praise the God of Shadrach, Meshach, had a dream that caused me to be very
and Abednego! He sent one of his mes- afraid. I saw visions that terriﬁed me as I
sengers to rescue these three men who lay on my bed. 6 So I summoned all those
worship him and trust in him. They ig- in Babylon who were wise so that they
nored the king’s command and refused to could come and tell me what my dream
worship any other god but their own God, meant. 7 All the men who worked magic,
even if it cost them their lives. 29 There- those who claimed to speak with the dead,
fore I am now making this decree: ‘If the wise men, and those who made preany people from any nation, or those who dictions from the stars came to me. I told
speak any language, say anything against them what I had dreamed, but they could
the God who is worshiped by Shadrach, not tell me what it meant. 8 At last, Daniel
Meshach, and Abednego, they will be torn came to me, and I decided to tell him what
to pieces and their houses will be torn I had dreamed. (He is also named Beltesdown and made into piles of garbage. This hazzar, to honor my own god, and I knew
decree is made because there is no other that the spirit of the holy gods was in him).
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I said to him, ”Belteshazzar, you are
the most important of all my magicians.
I know that the spirit of the holy gods is
in you and that you can reveal the meaning of any mystery. There is none that is
too diﬃcult for you. So tell me what my
dream means. 10 This is what I dreamed
while I was lying in bed: I saw a large tree
growing in the middle of the earth. 11 The
tree was very strong and had grown very
tall. It seemed that its top reached up to
the sky and that everyone in the world
could see it. 12 It had beautiful leaves, and
it had fruit for people and all creatures to
eat. Wild animals rested in its shade and
birds built nests in its branches. All the
living creatures got food from that tree.
13

”While I was lying in bed, I saw in
my dream a holy angel come down from
heaven. 14 He shouted, ’Cut down that
tree, and cut off its branches. Strip off all
of its leaves, and scatter its fruit. Chase
away the animals that are lying in the
shade of the tree and the birds that are in
its branches. 15 But leave the tree stump
and the roots in the ground. Fasten a band
of iron and bronze around the stump and
let it stay there with grass around it.
16

Cause that man to live out in
the ﬁelds among the animals and plants.
Cause the dew from the sky to make his
body damp each morning. Take away his
sanity and let him have the mind like an
animal’s mind for seven years.
17

‘The holy ones in heaven have
issued a decree. They want everyone to
know that God Most High rules over all
the kingdoms in this world. He is the one
who chooses the people to rule these kingdoms. He sometimes places very unimportant people in places of importance.’
18

Belteshazzar, that is what I, King
Nebuchadnezzar, saw in my dream. Now
you must tell me what the dream means.
No one else can tell me. I asked all the very

wise men in my kingdom to tell me what
it means, but they were unable to do that.
But you can tell me because the spirit of
the holy gods is in you.”
19

Then Daniel, who was also named
Belteshazzar, did not say anything for
some time because he was very worried
about the meaning of the dream. Then the
king said to him, “Belteshazzar, do not be
afraid about the dream or what it means.”
Daniel replied to the king, ”Sir, I wish that
the events that were predicted in your
dream would happen to those who hate
you, and that the meaning of your dream
would happen only to your enemies and
not to you.
20

In your dream you saw a very
strong and tall tree. It seemed to reach
up to the sky, and everyone in the world
could see it. 21 It had beautiful leaves, and
it had produced much fruit for all people
and creatures to eat. Wild animals rested
in the shade of that tree, and birds built
nests in its branches. 22 O king, that tree
is you! You have become very powerful.
Your greatness has grown and reached up
to the sky, and you rule people all over the
world.
23

Then you saw a holy angel come
down from heaven; he said, ‘Cut down
that tree, and cut off its branches. Strip
off all of its leaves, and scatter its fruit.
But leave the stump of the tree and its
roots in the ground. Fasten a band of iron
and bronze around the stump and allow
it to stay there with grass around it. Each
morning bring dew from the sky to make
this man, who is represented by that tree,
damp. Cause him to live in the ﬁelds with
the animals for seven years.’
24

This is what your dream means, O
king. This is what the Most High God has
declared will happen to you. 25 You will
be forced to live away from other human
beings. You will live in the ﬁelds with the
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wild animals. You will eat grass like an ox,
and dew from the sky will make you wet
every morning. You will live that way for
seven years until you learn that it is the
Most High God who rules over the kingdoms of the world. He appoints the ones
he chooses to rule over them. 26 But the
stump of the tree and its roots were left in
the ground. That means that you will rule
your kingdom again when you learn that
it is God who is over everything and everyone. 27 Your Majesty, please do what I
am telling you to do. Stop sinning and do
what is right. Turn away from your evil
behavior. Act mercifully to those whom
other people are mistreating. If you do
that, perhaps you will continue to prosper.”

feathers of an eagle, and my ﬁngernails
became like the claws of a bird.
34

After those seven years ended,
I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up toward
heaven and acknowledged that what God
said was true. Then I could think correctly again, and my sanity was restored. I
praised and worshiped the Most High, and
I honored him, the one who lives forever.
He rules forever;
his ruling power is an everlasting
authority.
35

He regards all the people in the world
as insigniﬁcant.
He has the power to do whatever he
wants to do.

28-29

All these things happened
He does whatever he wants with the
to King Nebuchadnezzar: Twelve months angel armies in heaven and with us who
later, he was walking around on the roof live on the earth.
of his palace in Babylon, 30 and he looked
So no one can correct him;
out over the city and said to those around
him, “I have built this great city of Babylon
no one can challenge him;
to be the place where I rule! I have built
no one can say to him, “Why are you
it with my own power to show people my
doing these things?”
honor and my greatness.”
31

The king had just ﬁnished speaking
when a voice came from heaven and said,
”King Nebuchadnezzar, this is what must
happen: You are no longer the ruler of
this kingdom! 32 You will live away from
human society. You will live in the ﬁelds
with wild animals, and you will eat grass
as an ox does. You will live that way for
seven years until you learn that it is I, the
Most High, who rules over the kingdoms
of this world, and I appoint whomever I
wish to rule over them.”

36

When I was able to think correctly again, I was honored again; and for
the glory of my kingdom, my splendor and
the shining brightness of my reign were
brought back to my kingdom again. My
advisors returned to me, and I became
greater and more powerful than I was before. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise
and honor God, the king who rules in
heaven. All of his actions are just and
right. And he is able to make the proud
humble.

33

At that very moment everything
that had been said about Nebuchadnezzar came true. He was driven away from
other human beings. He ate grass like an
ox, and dew from the sky made me wet 1 Several years later, Belshazzar became
every morning. My hair grew as long the the king of Babylon. One day he invited
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one thousand of the most important people to a big feast, and he drank wine in
front of them all. 2 While he was drinking,
he commanded that his servants bring
him the gold and silver cups that his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the
temple in Jerusalem. He did this so that
he and his oﬃcials, his wives, and his con3
So
cubines could drink from them.
his servants brought in all those gold cups
that had been taken from the temple in
Jerusalem. Then the king and his oﬃcials
and his wives and his concubines drank
wine from those cups. 4 They drank wine
and praised their idols—these idols that
were made of gold and silver, bronze, iron,
wood, and of stone.

know how to help him. She said, ”O king,
may you live forever! Do not be upset
about this or let this change the way you
11
look.
There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods
in him. When Nebuchadnezzar was ruling, he found that this man understood
many things and was wise, just like the
gods. Nebuchadnezzar appointed him to
be in charge of the magicians, of those
who speak with the dead, of the wise men,
and of the astrologers. 12 His name is
Daniel, but the king gave him the name
Belteshazzar. He is a person who can be
trusted. He is very intelligent and understands many hidden things. He is able
to tell the meaning of dreams, to explain
riddles, and to solve problems that few
5
Suddenly they saw across from the lampothers can solve. Call for him to come
stand a man’s hand and ﬁngers. The hand
here and he will tell you what this writing
was writing on the plaster wall in the
means.”
palace. The king saw the hand as it was
writing. 6 He became very frightened, and 13
So they went and brought Daniel in.
his face became pale. His knees started
The king asked him, ”You are the famous
shaking and his legs became very weak
Daniel, are you not?—one of those that my
and could not support him.
father brought here from Judah. 14 I have
7
Then he shouted to his servants to bring heard that the spirit of the gods is in you
those who claimed to speak with the dead, and that you understand many things and
15
There were
the wise men, and the astrologers in Baby- have excellent wisdom.
lon. He said, “I will greatly honor anyone men who are known for their wisdom and
of you who can read this writing and tell others who speak with the dead, and they
me what it means. I will give that person tried to read the writing on this wall and
a purple robe like I wear because I am the to tell me what it means, but they could
king and I will put a gold chain around his not do it. 16 Someone told me that you can
neck. I will make him the third most pow- explain what dreams mean and that you
can make things understandable that otherful ruler in my kingdom.”
ers cannot know. If you can read these
8
But when all those wise men came in,
words and tell me what they mean, I will
none of them could read the writing or
give you a purple robe like I wear because
tell him what it meant. 9 So King BelsI am the king, and I will put a gold chain
hazzar became more afraid. His face was
around your neck, and I will make you
changed and he looked different. None
the third most powerful ruler in the kingof his oﬃcials knew how they could help
dom.”
him.
10

The queen came to the place where 17 Daniel replied and said to the king, ”I do
they were eating. She heard what the not want your gifts. Keep them for yourking had said and that his nobles did not self and give the rewards to some other
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person. I will read what is written on the happens to you. 24 So God sent this hand
wall for you, but not because you give me to write a message for you on the wall.
any reward.
25
This is the message that it wrote: Mene,
Mene,
Tekel, and Pharsin.
18
Your Majesty, the Most High God

caused Nebuchadnezzar, the man who
was king before you, to become a great
ruler. He was greatly praised and honored. 19 Because God made him very great,
everyone—every nation, no matter what
language they spoke—was afraid of him,
and they trembled at what he could do.
He put to death those whom he decreed
should die, and he kept alive those whom
he decreed should live. He honored those
whom he chose to honor, and he brought
disgrace to those whom he wanted to humble. 20 But when he became very proud
and stubborn, he was unable to rule any
longer. 21 He had to go away from other
human beings because he lost his mind.
God caused him to have a mind like animals have. He lived among the wild donkeys. He ate grass like an ox, and dew
from the sky made his body wet every
morning. He was like that until he learned
that the Most High God is the only one who
rules the kingdoms of this world and that
he appoints whomever he chooses to rule
those kingdoms.

26

This is what those words mean:

‘Mene’ means ‘numbered.’ That means
that God has been counting the days that
you will rule, and he has decided that you
will not rule anymore.
27

‘Mene’ means ‘weighed.’ God has
weighed you on a scale, and you do not
weigh what you should.
28

‘Peres’ means ‘divided.’ God has divided your kingdom. It will be ruled by
people from Media and by people from
Persia.”
29

Then Belshazzar did what he had
promised. He put on Daniel a purple robe
like the one he himself wore. He put a gold
chain around his neck, and he proclaimed
that Daniel would be the third most powerful ruler in the kingdom.
30

But that same night soldiers from Media entered the city and killed Belshazzar,
king of Babylonia. 31 Darius, king of Media, became the king of Babylonia when
he was sixty-two years old.

22

Now, Belshazzar, you have become
king in your father’s place. You knew
all these things, but you have not made
yourself humble. 23 You have put yourself above the Lord who rules in heaven.
You called for the cups from the house of
God in Jerusalem so that you could use
them to drink wine. You and your ofﬁcials and your wives and your concubines have been drinking wine from these
cups and toasting your own gods—gods of
gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and
stone. Those gods cannot see, they cannot
hear, and they do not know anything! But
you have not honored God, who gives you
breath and who controls everything that

Chapter 6
1

King Darius decided to divide his kingdom into 120 provinces. He appointed
a governor to rule each province. 2 The
king also appointed three administrators,
one of whom was Daniel. These chief administrators were to supervise the provincial governors, to give oversight so that
the king’s orders were followed, and to
ensure that the king would not have anything stolen from his treasuries. 3 Daniel
was a very capable leader and an exceptional person, and he distinguished him-
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self among the chief administrators. The
king made plans to appoint Daniel over
4
his entire kingdom.
Then the other
administrators and the governors became
jealous. So they began to search to ﬁnd
some way that they could criticize the
work Daniel did when he was working
for the king. But he always did his work
faithfully and honestly. They could not
ﬁnd anything to criticize. He was honest
and worked hard. 5 They began their plot
against Daniel, “The only way we can ﬁnd
a reason to criticize Daniel would be to use
his obedience to the law of his God against
him.”
6

So the administrators and governors put
their plan in place by going as a group to
the king and saying, ”Your Majesty, may
you live forever! 7 All of the chief administrators and regional governors and
provincial governors and advisors and
other governors have all agreed that you
should make a law that everyone must
obey. We want you to command that for
the next thirty days people may pray only
to you and to no god or person other than
you. If anyone prays to anyone else, he
must be thrown into a room ﬁlled with lions. 8 Because laws made in the lands of
Media and Persia cannot be changed, we
want you, the king, to issue the law and
sign your name on the document.” 9 So
King Darius issued the law and signed the
document.
10

said to him, “Is it true that you wrote a law
stating that for the next thirty days people
may pray only to you, and that if anyone
prays to anyone else, either to a human or
to a god, he will be thrown into a pit of lions?”
The king replied, “Yes, that is the law that
I wrote. It is a law in the lands of Media
and Persia which cannot be changed.”
13

Then they said to the king, “That man
Daniel, one of the men who was brought
from Judah, is not paying any attention to
you or the law that you signed. He prays to
his god three times each day!” 14 When the
king heard that, he was very upset about
it. He tried to ﬁnd a way to save Daniel.
He worked hard for the rest of that day until the sun set, trying to ﬁnd a way to save
Daniel.
15

In the evening, many of those who
formed the plot against Daniel spoke to
the king, “You know, O king, that the
law of the Medes and Persians is that no
change can be made to the king’s commands, and no one can change it.”
16

Hearing this, the king gave the order and his servants brought Daniel and
threw him into a pit where the lions were.
Before they threw him in, the king said to
Daniel, “I hope your God, whom you worship all the time, will rescue you!”
17

They rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the pit. Then the king sealed
the entrance with his signet ring, and the
other oﬃcials also sealed the entrance
with their signet rings, so that nothing
could be done for Daniel. 18 The king returned to his palace. That night he refused
to eat any food. He would not allow anyone to entertain him and that night he was
unable to sleep.

When Daniel found out that the king
had written and signed that law, he went
home, knelt in his upstairs room, and
prayed. The room had a window that
looked toward Jerusalem and the windows were open. Anyone could see that
he was praying. This is what he did every
day, three times a day. 11 The oﬃcials followed their plot against Daniel, and they 19 At dawn the next morning, the king got
found him praying and asking God for up and went quickly to the pit where the
help. 12 So they returned to the king and lions were. 20 When he came near it, he
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was very worried. He called out, fearing
in heaven and on the earth.
the worst, “Daniel, you who serve the livHe rescued Daniel from the power of
ing God! Was your God—whom you worthe lions!”
ship always—able to save you from the li28
So Daniel was very successful all during
ons?”
the
time that Darius ruled and during the
21
Daniel answered, ”O king, may you live time that Cyrus, the king of Persia, ruled.
forever! 22 Yes, my God sent his angel to
shut the lions’ mouths and they have not
hurt me! He knows that I have done nothing wrong, and you know, O king, I never
did anything wrong to you either!”
1
In the ﬁrst year that Belshazzar was the
23
The king was extremely happy, and he
king of Babylonia, Daniel had a dream one
commanded his servants to lift Daniel out
night as he lay in bed. He saw certain
of the pit. When they did that, they saw
things that he wrote down the next mornthat the lions had not wounded him at all.
ing. This is what he said:
God had protected him because he trusted
2
”I, Daniel, had a dream during the night.
in him.
In my dream I saw that strong winds were
24
Then the king commanded that the men
blowing from all four directions, stirring
who had accused Daniel be seized and
up the water on the sea. 3 Then I saw four
thrown into the pit of lions—along with
large animals coming out of the sea. Each
their wives and children. When they were
of the four was different from the others.
thrown into the pit, the lions leaped on
them and crushed their bones before they 4 The ﬁrst one resembled a lion, but it had
wings like an eagle has. But as I watched,
fell to the bottom of the pit.
something tore off its wings and the ani25
Then King Darius wrote this message
mal was left there, standing, like a human
and sent it throughout his kingdom to all
being. It was given a mind like humans
the people, to every nation, and to all
have.
the people no matter what language they
5
The second animal resembled a bear.
spoke:
It was crouching and holding between
”I wish that all things go very well
its teeth three ribs from some creature.
with you!
Someone said to it, ‘Stand up and eat many
26
I command that everyone in my people!’
kingdom should fear and revere the God 6 Then I saw in front of me the third of
that Daniel worships.
these animals. It resembled a leopard, but

Chapter 7

He is the living God,

and he will live forever.
His kingdom will never be destroyed;

on its back it had four wings like a bird’s
wings. It had four heads and it was given
the power to rule people.
7

In the vision I saw a fourth animal. It
was stronger than the other animals and
more terrifying. It crushed other crea27
He rescues and saves his people,
tures with its huge iron teeth and ate their
he performs all kinds of signs and ﬂesh. The parts of animals that it did not
wonders
grind with its teeth, it walked over on the
he will rule until the end.
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ground. It was different from the other to him in honor. 14 He was given authorthree animals. It had ten horns on its ity to rule over all the nations in the world;
head.
royal honor was given to him. He will rule
forever—he will never stop ruling. The
8
While I was looking at those horns, I
kingdom that he rules will never be desaw a little horn appear on the head of
stroyed.
that animal. It tore out three of the other
horns. This little horn had eyes like a hu- 15 As for me, Daniel, I was very sad by
man has and a mouth that boasted about what I had seen in that vision; I was so
troubled, I did not know what to think
great things.
about it. 16 I went to one of those who
9
Then while I watched,
were standing in front of the throne of
thrones were set up for judges,
God, and I asked him to tell me what it
and God, The One who Lives Forever, meant.
sat on one of the thrones.

17

He said, ’The four large animals represent
four kings who will come to power on
His clothes were as white as snow,
the earth. 18 But the Most High will enable
and his hair was as white as pure the people who belong to him to rule in
wool.
the kingdom forever.’
His throne was burning with ﬁre,

19

While I was watching, I could hear the
little horn speaking very boastfully. As I
continued to watch, the fourth animal was
killed. Its corpse was thrown into a ﬁre
and completely burned. 12 The power of
the other three animals was taken away
from them, but they were allowed to continue to live for a speciﬁc period of time.

Then I wanted to know more about
what the fourth animal represented—
the animal that was different from the
other three, the animal that crushed those
whom it attacked with its bronze claws
and then ate their ﬂesh with its iron teeth,
the animal that walked over the parts of
their bodies that it did not eat. 20 I also
wanted to know about the ten horns on
its head and about the horn that appeared
later, which got rid of three of the other
horns. I wanted to know what it meant
that it had eyes and a mouth with which
it spoke very boastfully. That horn was
more terrifying than the other horns. 21
While I was having this vision, I saw that
this horn attacked God’s people and was
defeating them. 22 But then The One who
Lives Forever came and judged in favor
of the people who belonged to him. Then
it was time for God’s people to be able to
rule.

13

23

ing.

and it had wheels that were also burn-

10

Fire poured out in front of him like
water in a river.
Millions of people were there serving
him,
and a hundred million other people
were standing in front of him.
The court was called into session,
and they opened the books.
11

I also saw that night someone coming
who resembled a son of man, that is, he
had a human ﬁgure. He was coming close,
surrounded by clouds, and he came to The
One who Lives Forever and was presented

Then the man who was standing there
said to me, ’The fourth animal represents
an empire that will exist on the earth; that
empire will be different from all other empires. The army of that empire will crush
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people all over the world and trample on
their bodies. 24 As for its ten horns, they
represent ten kings who will rule that empire, one after the other. Then another
king will appear. He will be different from
the previous kings. He will defeat the
three kings that were represented by the
three horns that were pulled out. 25 He
will say things against the Most High, and
he will oppress God’s people. He will try
to change the times of the sacred festivals
and their laws. He will control them for
three and a half years.
26

But the court will be convened, and they
will take his kingdom away and it will be
completely destroyed. 27 Then the kingdom, the power to rule, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole of
heaven will be given to the holy people
who belong to the Most High. The kingdom that he rules is a kingdom that is everlasting, and all kings and rulers will serve
and obey him.’
28

That is what I saw in my vision. I, Daniel,
was terriﬁed, with the result that my face
became pale. But I did not tell anyone
about the vision that I had seen.”

Chapter 8
1

During the third year that Belshazzar
was the king of Babylonia, I, Daniel, had
another vision. 2 In that vision I was
in Susa, the fortiﬁed city in the province
of Elam. I was standing beside the Ulai
Canal. 3 I looked up and saw a ram that
was standing alongside the canal. It had
two long horns, but the one that grew last
was longer than the one that grew ﬁrst.
4
The ram butted away with its horns at
everything that was west and everything
that was north and everything that was
south of it. There were no other animals
that were able to oppose it, and none who

could stop him. The ram did whatever it
wanted to do and became very powerful.
5

While I thinking about what I had seen,
I saw a goat come from the west. It ran
across the land very quickly; it seemed
that its feet did not touch the ground. This
goat had one very large horn between its
eyes. 6 It ran straight toward the ram
with two horns, the ram that was standing alongside the canal, and the goat ran
toward it in a terrible rage. 7 The goat
struck the ram furiously and broke off its
two horns. The goat knocked the ram
down to the ground and trampled on it.
No one could rescue the ram from the
goat’s power. 8 The goat became very powerful. But when its power was very great,
its great horn was broken off. Four other
distinctive horns grew up in its place.
Each one pointed to one of the four winds
in the sky: North, south, east, and west.
9

Then from one of those four horns appeared a little horn. It became very great
and pointed toward the south and then toward the east and then toward the beautiful land of Israel. 10 That horn became
very strong, with the result that it attacked
some of the soldiers of the army of heaven
and some of the stars in the sky. It threw
some of them to the earth and trampled
on them. 11 It set itself up to be as great
as the commander of the army of heaven,
and it took away the daily offerings of sacriﬁces from him, and it also deﬁled the
place of his temple. 12 Because of rebellion, the army of heaven will falter, and
the constant burnt offerings will be taken
away. It will throw truth to the ground.
The bad things it does will succeed.
13

Then I heard two angels who were talking to each other. One of them asked,
“How long will the things that were in this
vision continue? How long will the man
who rebels against God and causes the
temple to be deﬁled be able to prevent
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priests from offering sacriﬁces? How long wicked leaders will have done all the evil
will he trample on the temple and on the that God will allow them to do. Then one
armies of heaven?”
of those kingdoms will have a king rise
up who will be very proud and very intel14
The other angel replied, “It will conligent in doing evil. 24 He will become
tinue for 2,300 days. During each of those
very powerful, but it will not be because
days, people will not be permitted to offer
of what he himself does. He will destroy
sacriﬁces in the morning or in the evening.
things in many places, and he will succeed
After that, the temple will be puriﬁed and
in everything he does. He will get rid of
set in order again.”
many brave soldiers and the people who
15
While I, Daniel, was trying to under- are holy. 25 Because he is very cunning,
stand what the vision meant, suddenly an he will succeed by deceiving others. He
angel who resembled a man stood in front will become very arrogant, and he will deof me. 16 And I heard a man call out be- stroy many people without warning. He
tween the banks of the Ulai Canal, saying, will even rebel against God, the greatest
“Gabriel, explain to him the meaning of king, who will destroy him without any
the vision that he saw!”
human power.
17

So Gabriel came and stood beside me.
I was very terriﬁed, and I fell onto the
ground. But he said to me, “Man, it is
necessary for you to understand that the
events that you saw in the vision will occur at the time of the end.”

26

These are the true visions of the
evenings and the mornings. But seal them
up and do not reveal the vision to others,
because it will be many years before those
things happen.”
27

Then I, Daniel, was overcome and lay in
While he was speaking, I fell into a deep
bed weak for several days. Then I arose
sleep with my face on the ground. But
and returned to doing the work that the
Gabriel put his hand on me and lifted me
king had given to me, but I was perplexed
up in order that I could stand again.
about the vision. No one could under19
Then he said, ”I have come here to show stand it.
you what will happen at the time when
God releases his terrible anger. These
things will happen at the time God has set
for the end that is coming. 20 As for the
ram with two horns that you saw, those
horns represent the kingdoms of Media 1
In the ﬁrst year of the reign of Darand Persia. 21 The goat that you saw repreius (who was a descendant of the Medes
sents the kingdom of Greece, and the horn
and son of Ahasuerus, who conquered the
that appeared between its eyes represents
Babylonians)— 2 in the ﬁrst year that he
its ﬁrst king. 22 As for the four horns that
was the king, I, Daniel, was studying in the
grew after the ﬁrst horn was broken off,
holy books the message Yahweh had given
they represent four kingdoms into which
to the prophet Jeremiah, that Jerusalem
that ﬁrst kingdom will be divided. Those
would be destroyed and remain ruined
four kingdoms will not be as strong as the
for seventy years. 3 After I read that, I
ﬁrst kingdom.
pleaded with the Lord my God by prayer
23
But then the time will come for those and fasting to help us. I put on clothing
kingdoms to end. This will be after those made from old grain bags and sat in ashes.
18

Chapter 9
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4

I prayed to Yahweh my God, and I con- would do. 13 You punished us just as Moses
fessed the sins we had committed:
wrote that you would do. But we still have
not turned away from our bad deeds to
”Lord, I beg you, for you are great and
the truth, or begged you for mercy. 14 So
powerful. You have faithfully done what
because we did not obey you, Yahweh, you
you said you would do for us. You faithprepared to punish us, and then you did
fully love those who love you and who
punish us, because you always do what is
do what you have commanded them to
righteous.
do. 5 But we have sinned and done things
15
Lord our God, you brought your
that are wrong. We have done wicked
things, and we have rebelled against you. people out of Egypt by your great power,
We have turned away and disobeyed your and by doing that you have caused peocommands. 6 Your prophets spoke for you, ple from that time until the present time
giving your messages to our kings, to our to know that you are great even though
other rulers, to our other ancestors, and we have sinned and done wicked things.
to all the Israelite people, but we did not 16 But now, because everything you do is
listen to them.
righteous, we request you not to be angry with Jerusalem any longer, O Lord.
7
Lord, you act justly. However,
Jerusalem is your city, and your temple
we are covered in shame. This is true for
was built there on your sacred hill. Now
the people of Judah who live in Jerusalem
all the people who live in nearby countries
and who live in other places in Judea. It is
despise Jerusalem because of our sins and
also true about your people the Jews, that
because of the evil things that our ancesyou scattered to other countries because
tors did.
we were very unfaithful to you. 8 Yahweh,
17
Our God, I, your servant, ask you
we and our kings and our other rulers and
our other ancestors are ashamed because to listen to my prayer and my requests.
we have sinned against you. 9 Although For your own sake, act kindly toward your
we have rebelled against you, you act mer- sanctuary in Jerusalem, which has been
cifully toward us and you are willing to destroyed by the armies of Babylonia. 18
forgive us. 10 When you gave your laws to My God, listen to my prayer. Look at us
your prophets who served you, and they and do what you must. See, this city that
told us to live our lives according to those belongs to you is ruined. We are praying
laws, we did not listen to the voice of Yah- to you because you are merciful, not beweh our God. 11 All Israel has disobeyed cause we have done what is right. 19 Lord,
your law, and we have turned away from listen to us! Lord, forgive us! This city and
it and have refused to do what you told these people belong to you. So I plead with
us to do. Because we have sinned against you, my God, to pay attention to what I am
you, you have sent to us the terrible things saying and act to help us right now, for
that your servant Moses said would hap- your own sake!”
pen to us if we sinned against you.
20
I continued praying and confessing the
12
You warned us and our rulers sins that I and my people Israel had comthat you would punish Jerusalem severely mitted, and pleading with Yahweh my
by causing a great disaster there, a disas- God that he would restore the temple on
ter that would be worse than any disaster the sacred hill in Jerusalem. 21 While I
that any other city had ever experienced, was praying, Gabriel, the angel whom I
and you have done what you said that you had seen in the ﬁrst vision, came ﬂying
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rapidly to me at the time in the evening
when the priests offered sacriﬁces. 22 He
said to me, ”Daniel, I have come to you to
enable you to understand clearly the message that God gave to Jeremiah. 23 When
you began to plead with God to be merciful to Israel, he gave me a message to
give to you. He loves you very much, so
he has sent me to tell you what he said to
me. So now, pay attention in order that
you may understand the meaning of what
he revealed to Jeremiah.
24

God has decided that there will be 490
years until he frees your people and city
that belongs to him from the guilt of their
sins and to atone for the evil things that
they have done. Then God will rule everyone justly, and he will do that forever.
What you saw in the vision and what
Jeremiah prophesied will come true, and
the sacred temple will be dedicated to God
again.
25

You need to know and understand
this: There will be forty-nine years and
then 434 years between when a king
commands that Jerusalem be rebuilt, and
when the leader comes, the one whom
God chooses. Then Jerusalem will be rebuilt, and it will have streets and will
have a moat around it to protect the city,
in spite of the fact it will be a time of
great trouble. 26 After those 434 years,
the leader whom God has selected will
be killed, and everything will be taken
away from him. After that, the temple
will be destroyed by the army of a powerful ruler. The city and the temple will be
destroyed as a ﬂood destroys everything.
When this happens, these wars and de27
That ruler will
struction will cease.
make a covenant with many people. He
will do what he promised for seven years.
But when that time is half ﬁnished, he will
prevent priests from giving any more offerings and sacriﬁces to God. After this

ruler does these disgusting things, someone will pollute the temple by putting an
idol in the very holy place. It will stay
there until God completely destroys the
one who put it there.”

Chapter 10
1

During the third year that Cyrus was the
king of Persia, a message from God was
sent to Daniel (who had been given the
name Belteshazzar), and the message was
true. It was about a great war, and Daniel
understood the message because of what
he saw in the vision.
2

”At that time I, Daniel, had been sad for
three weeks about what had happened to
Jerusalem. 3 I did not eat any tasty food or
any meat nor did I drink any wine. I did
not even put any perfumed oil on my face
or hair for those three weeks.
4

When those three weeks ended, on the
twenty-fourth day of the ﬁrst month, my
companions and I were standing on the
bank of the Tigris River. 5 I looked up
and saw someone there who was wearing ﬁne white clothes and a belt made of
pure gold. 6 His body shone like a precious
beryl stone. His face was as bright as a
ﬂash of lightning. His eyes were like ﬂaming torches. His arms and legs shone like
gleaming bronze. His voice was very loud
like the roar of a huge crowd.
7

I, Daniel, was the only one who saw
this vision. The men who were with me
did not see anything, but they sensed that
someone was there, and they became terriﬁed. They ran away and hid themselves.
8
So I was left there by myself, looking at
this very unusual vision. I had no strength
left. My face became very pale, with the
result that no one would have recognized
me. 9 I saw a man there, and when I
heard him speak, I fell to the ground. I
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fainted, and I lay there with my face on things will go well for you and that you
the ground.
will be encouraged.” When he had said
that, I felt even stronger, and I said, “Sir,
10
Suddenly someone’s hand took hold of
tell me what you want to tell me. You have
me and lifted me, with the result that I
enabled me to feel stronger.”
was on my hands and knees, but I was
still trembling. 11 The angel said to me, 20-21 Then he said, “Do you know why I
“Daniel, God loves you very much. Stand have come to you? It is to reveal to you
up and listen to what I am going to say to what is written in the book which reveals
you because God sent me to you.” When God’s truth. But now I must return to ﬁght
he said that, I stood up, but I was still trem- against the evil spirit who rules the kingdom of Persia. After I have defeated him,
bling.
the evil angel who guards Greece will ap12
Then he said to me, ”Daniel, do not
pear and I must defeat him. Michael, who
be afraid. God has heard what you have
guards you Israelite people, will certainly
prayed ever since the ﬁrst day that you dehelp me, but there is no one else to help
termined to humble yourself in order to
me.”
understand the vision. I have come to you
because of what you prayed. 13 The evil
spirit who rules the kingdom of Persia resisted me for twenty-one days, and I had
to stay there for that time with the various
kings over whom the Persian king was rul- 1 In the ﬁrst year of Darius the Mede, I mying. But Michael, who is one of God’s chief self came to help and encourage Michael.
angels, came to help me. I left him there 2
What I am going to reveal to you now
in Persia to resist that evil spirit. 14 I have
will truly happen. There will be three
come here to help you understand what
more kings to rule Persia, one after the
will happen to the Israelite people in the
other. Then there will be a fourth king,
future. Do not forget that the vision you
who will be much richer than the othsaw is about things that will happen in the
ers. He will gain his power through
future, and not about things that will hapmoney. Then he will incite everyone to
pen very soon.”
ﬁght against the kingdom of Greece.
15
While he was still saying that, I looked 3
Then a very powerful king will rise up.
down at the ground and was unable to say
He will rule over a very large empire, and
anything. 16 Suddenly the angel, who rehe will do everything he wants to do. 4 But
sembled a human, touched my lips. Then
when he has become very powerful, his
I was able to speak, and I said to him, ”Sir,
kingdom will be divided into four parts.
because I have seen this vision, I have beKings who are not his descendants will
come very weak, with the result that I canrule, but they will not be as powerful as
not stop trembling. 17 I am only your serhe was. His kingdom will be torn up and
vant, and am not able to talk to you. I have
given to others. 5 Then the king of the
no strength left, and it is very diﬃcult for
South will become very powerful. But one
me to breathe.”
of his army generals will become more
18
But he took hold of me again, and en- powerful than he is and will also become
abled me to become stronger again. 19 a powerful ruler. 6 At the right time, they
He said to me, “Man, God loves you very will make an agreement. The daughter
much. So do not be afraid. I desire that of the king of the South will come to the

Chapter 11
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king of the North to make the agreement
secure. But she will lose her power and
will come to nothing—she and all who accompanied her, and her father, as well as
the king of the North and his children.
7

Soon after that, one of her relatives will
take power in her place, and his army will
attack the army of the king of the North.
They will enter the fortress of the soldiers
and defeat them. 8 They will carry off
their idols and gods to Egypt, and they will
take their statues (made by casting metal
into a form) and many items made of silver and gold. Then for several years his
army will not attack the army of the king
of the North. 9 Then the army of the king
of the North will invade the kingdom of
the king of the South, but he will then re10
However, his
turn to his own land.
sons will prepare to start a war, and they
will gather a large army. That army will
march south and spread all over Israel
like a huge ﬂood. They will attack a strong
fortress in the south of Israel.
11

Then the king of the South, having become very angry, will march with his
army north and ﬁght against a great army.
The king of the North will gather together
a very large army, but the army of the
king of the South will defeat them. 12 The
king of the South will become very proud
because his army will defeat a very large
number of soldiers and will kill many of
his enemies. But he will not succeed. 13
The king of the North will again gather together an army that will be bigger than
the one that he had before. After a few
years, the king of the North will come
again with a large army and a lot of equipment for ﬁghting battles.
14

At that time, many will rebel against the
king of the South. In order to fulﬁll a certain vision, some violent people from your
country of Israel will also rebel against
him, but they will not succeed. 15 Then

the king of the North will come with his
army and pile up earth against the walls of
a city that is well protected, and they will
break through those walls and will capture the city. The soldiers from the South
who have come to defend that city, even
the best troops, will not be strong enough
to continue to ﬁght. 16 So the king of the
North will do whatever he wants against
the king of the South, and no one will be
able to oppose him. He will occupy the
glorious land of Israel and will have the
17
Then the king
power to destroy it.
of the North will decide to march south
with all the soldiers from his kingdom. He
will make an alliance with the king of the
South and in order that his daughter will
help him to destroy the kingdom of the
South, he will give her to the king of the
South to become his wife. But that plan
will fail. 18 After that, the army of the king
of the North will attack the regions that
are close to the Mediterranean Sea, and
his army will conquer many of them. But
the army of a leader from another country will defeat him and will stop him from
being proud. He will also turn his pride
against him. 19 Then the king of the North
will return to the fortresses in his own
land. But he will be defeated, and no one
will be able to ﬁnd him.
20

Then another man will succeed him. He
is one who will force taxes upon the people to supply the beauty of the palace, but
that king will die after a short time. However, he will not die as a result of people
being angry with him or in a battle.
21

The next king will be an evil man who
is hated because he is not the son of
the previous king, and he will not have
the right to become king. But he will
come in without any objection when people do not expect it, and he will become
king by tricking the people. 22 When
his army advances, they will attack any
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armies that oppose him and their enemies
will be swept away before them like a
ﬂood. Their enemies and the head of the
priests will be swept away. 23 By making treaties with the rulers of other nations, he will deceive them, and he will become very powerful, even though he rules
a nation that does not have a lot of people. 24 Suddenly his army will invade a
province that is very wealthy, and they
will do things that none of his ancestors
did: They will capture in battles all kinds
of possessions from the people whom they
defeat. Then the king will divide those
possessions among his friends. He will
also plan for his army to attack fortresses,
but only for a short time.
25

The king of the North will gather a large
and powerful army to attack the army of
the king of the South. The king of the
South will meet him in battle with a huge
and powerful army. However, he will fail,
and his plan will not succeed because of
all the plots that are devised against him.
26
Even the most trusted advisors of the
king of the South will plan to get rid of
him. His army will be defeated and many
of his soldiers will be killed. 27 Then the
two kings who both want to rule that area
will sit down at the same table and talk together, but they will both lie to each other.
Neither of them will get what he wants
because only God will cause the result of
their actions to happen, at the future time
that he has determined. 28 The army of
the king of the North will return to its land,
taking with them all the valuable things
that they have captured. The king will
try to make the people stop obeying God’s
covenant with them. He will do what he
wants to in Israel, and then he will return
to his own country.

successful as he was before. 30 Ships will
come from Kittim and oppose his army
and cause him to be afraid. So he will
be very angry, and with his army he will
return to Israel and seek to destroy the
worship and the law. The king will show
preference and favor to those who have
abandoned God’s holy covenant with Israel. 31 Some of his soldiers will do things
to deﬁle the temple. They will prevent the
priests from offering sacriﬁces each day,
and they will put in the temple something
disgusting that will make it like a wilderness.
32

By deceiving those who have abandoned God’s covenant with Israel, he will
win them over to become his supporters.
But those who are devoted to their God
33
The wise
will ﬁrmly oppose them.
among the leaders of Israel will teach others also. But for a while, they will be killed
in battles, or burned to death, or made
slaves, or robbed.
34

While God’s people are being persecuted, some people will help them a little, although some of those who help them
will not do it for good reasons. 35 After
some of those wise leaders suffer these
things, God will make his people become
the best possible people for himself. Also,
God has set a time in the future when he
will ﬁnish doing all these things.
36

The king will do what he wants. He will
boast and say that he is greater than any
god. He will even insult the most high God.
He will be able to do what he wants until
the time when God is ready to show that
he is angry with him, for what God has ordered will happen. 37 The king will ignore
the gods that his ancestors worshiped and
the god that women love. He will ignore
every god because he will pretend to be
29
When it is the time that God has de- greater than any of them. 38 But he will
cided, the king of the North will invade the honor the god of fortresses. That is a god
South again. But this time he will not be whom his ancestors did not honor. He will
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give gold and silver, jewels and other expensive gifts to that god. 39 He will employ
people from another country who worship a different god to help him attack the
strongest fortresses. He will greatly honor
those who allow him to be their ruler. He
will appoint some of them to important positions in the government, and he will reward them by dividing up the land among
them.
40

But when his time to rule is almost
ended, the army of the king of the South
will come, but the king of the North will
attack ﬁrst. The army will ﬁght, moving against its enemies like a ﬂood, and
they will attack with many ships. 41 They
will invade the glorious land of Israel and
many will fall, but the people of Edom,
Moab, and the people of Ammon who survive will escape alive. 42 He will invade
other countries and conquer them. He
will also defeat the people of Egypt. 43 The
army of the North will take away the treasuries of gold and silver, and the riches
of Egypt. The Libyans and the Ethiopians
will serve the king of the North. 44 But
he will become very frightened when he
hears reports about what is happening in
the east and in the north. So he will become very angry and will send his army
to ﬁght furiously and to kill many of their
enemies. 45 The king will set up his royal
tents in the area between the Mediterranean Sea and the hill in Jerusalem, the
location of the temple. But someone will
kill him there, and there will be no one to
help him.” f

Chapter 12
1

there will be great troubles. The troubles
will be greater than any troubles since
any nation began. At that time, all of
your people whose names have been written in the book will be saved. 2 Many
of those who have died will become alive
again. Some of them will live in everlasting life, and some in shame and everlast3
Those who were wise
ing contempt.
will shine as brightly as the sky. Those
who have shown to others the way to
live righteously will shine forever like the
stars. 4 But as for you, Daniel, close up the
scroll in which you are writing and seal
it until the time of the end. Before that
happens, many people will travel here
and there, learning more and more about
many things.”
5

When that angel ﬁnished speaking, I,
Daniel, looked up, and suddenly I saw two
other angels. One was standing on the
side of the river where I was, and one was
standing on the other side. 6 One of them
called to the other one who was wearing
linen clothes and who was now standing
further up the river, “How long will it be
until the end of these amazing events?”
7

The one wearing the linen clothes
and standing further up the river raised
his hands toward the sky and solemnly
promised to the one who lives forever, “It
will be three and a half years, and when
God’s holy people and their strength are
no longer being shattered to pieces, then
all these things are ﬁnished.”
8

I heard what he said, but I did not understand it. So I asked, “Sir, what will be the
result when these things end?”
9

The angel also said to me, ”After those
things happen, the great angel Michael,
who protects the Israelite people, will appear. Then there will be a time when

He replied, ”Daniel, you must leave now.
I cannot answer your question. The words
are closed and sealed until the time of the
end. 10 Many people will be made pure,
and they will be reﬁned, but the wicked
people will continue to act wickedly. Only
those who are wise will understand these
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things. 11 There will be 1,290 days from
the time that people are prevented from
offering sacriﬁces each day, that is, from
the time that the enemy brings into the
temple the abominable thing that will
make it like a wilderness unacceptable to
God. 12 God will be pleased with those
who remain faithful until the end of 1,335
days.
13

So now I say to you, continue to faithfully trust God until your life on earth
ends. You will die, but when everything
ends, you will receive your reward from
God.”
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she became pregnant again and gave
birth to a son. 9 Yahweh said ”Give him
the name Lo-Ammi, which means ‘not my
people,’ because you, O Israel, are not my
people—and I will no longer protect you
as your God.

Chapter 1
1

Yahweh gave Hosea these messages dur- 10
One day in the future, the people of Ising the years that Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz,
rael will be as numerous as the grains of
and Hezekiah were kings of Judah, and
sand by the sea. No one will be able to
when Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king
count them. I have said to Israel, ‘You are
of Israel.
not my people,’—but one day I will say
2
When Yahweh spoke for the ﬁrst time to them, ‘You are the people whom I will
through the prophet Hosea, he said, “Go protect and love.’ 11 On that day I, Yahand marry a prostitute. She will have weh, will gather all the people of Judah
children because she has given herself to and bring them together with all the peoother men. When you marry a prostitute, ple of Israel. They will choose from among
this will show how my people have been themselves a single leader, and they will
so shamefully unfaithful to me. It will go out of that land in which they were held
show them how they have left me, their as exiles. On that day they will say, ‘Great
God.” 3 So Hosea married Gomer, daugh- is the day of Jezreel!’ (Jezreel means, ‘God
ter of Diblaim. She became pregnant and plants his people in his land.’)
gave birth to a son.
4

Yahweh said to Hosea, ”Give your baby
the name Jezreel, because I will soon punish the family members of King Jehu for
1
the murders that he committed in the city
Call your male fellow Israelites, ‘You
of Jezreel. I will also bring the kingdom of are Yahweh’s people,’ and call your feIsrael to an end. 5 On that day I will de- male fellow Israelites, ‘Yahweh has been
stroy the ﬁghting strength of the army of kind to you.’”
Israel, there in the Valley of Jezreel.”
2
Yahweh said to me, ”I want you to ac6
Gomer soon became pregnant again, and cuse Israel, who is like a mother to you, of
this time she gave birth to a daughter. being like an unfaithful wife to me.
Then Yahweh spoke to him, ”Give her
This nation is no longer like a wife to
the name Lo-Ruhamah, which means ‘no
mercy,’ because I will no longer have any me,
mercy for the people of Israel, and I will
and I am no longer like a husband to
not forgive them for even one sin they her.
have committed. 7 But I will have mercy
Tell Israel that they must stop acting
on the people of Judah. I will save them—
like a prostitute; she must stop worshiping
but not by deadly weapons, the bow, the
idols.
sword, or battle. I will not save them by
Israel must stop worshiping idols. She
armies or by strong horses and those who
ride on them. Instead, I, Yahweh myself, must stop acting like a woman who leaves
her husband and goes to other men.
will save them.”
8

Chapter 2

After Gomer had weaned Lo-Ruhamah,
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I will take her clothes off her and had given them their grain, new wine, and
make her naked like she was when she olive oil.
was born.
It was I who had given them
I will make her like the barren much silver and gold so they would bewilderness—dry and lifeless; I will make come wealthy.
her like a woman dying from thirst in the
But then they made all that gold and sildesert.
ver into objects to use in worshiping the
I will have no pity on her people, the idol Baal.
9
people of Israel,
Therefore I will take away from Israel
because their nation is like a prosti- all the grain I gave them.
4

tute.
5

Israel is like a prostitute;

When the wheat is ready for harvest,
I will keep them from getting it.

Israel will run after her idols

every year.

The new wine that I gave them, I will
she is like a woman who has had these
take it away.
children from doing shameful things with
I will take away from them all the wool
other men.
and linen I gave them to make clothes for
Israel decided to hurry after these idols
themselves,
whom she loved, to worship other gods.
the clothes that covered their nakedShe thought that it was those gods ness.
who gave her bread and water.
10
I will treat Israel as a man treats his
She thought that it was those gods wife when he ﬁnds her with other men.
who gave her wool, linen, and olive oil,
I will strip her naked in front of her
and also wine to drink.
lovers.
6
So I will block Israel’s road with thornNo one will be able rescue her from
bushes,
what I will do to her.
and I will build a wall around her,
11
I will make the people in Israel stop
so that she cannot ﬁnd the path to holding their celebrations;
take.
they will stop holding their festivals
7

but she will not ﬁnd them.
She will search for her false gods,
but she will not ﬁnd them.

They will no longer celebrate the beginning of every month.
They will no longer celebrate the Sabbath days.

Then, like a prostitute who wants to reThey will no longer be able to hold the
turn to her husband, she will say to me, ’I festivals scheduled throughout the year.
will go back to you, the one I loved at ﬁrst,
12
I will destroy all of Israel’s grapevines
because my life was better with you and ﬁg trees.
than it is now.’
This is because Israel is like a woman
8
The people will say this, because they who says, ‘These were the things that my
did not know that it was I, Yahweh, who lovers gave me in payment.’
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18
I, Yahweh, will turn those places into
At that time I will make a covenant
a forest, a thicket in which no vines can for them:
grow,
it will be with all the wild animals

and where wild animals will devour and birds,
any fruit that grows there.’
and even with the little animals that
13
I will punish this woman named Israel crawl along the ground.
for all the times that she burned incense to
They will never harm my people again.
worship the Baal idols.
I will promise to remove all the weapons
She decorated herself with rings and that are used for ﬁghting battles,
jewelry, as a prostitute would adorn herthe bows and arrows, and the swords,
self for her lovers.
and every war, I will take them all away
She used to follow her lovers—like Is- and destroy all of them.
rael has gone after the Baals—those false
And I will let all of my people rest in
gods that she worshiped.
peace;
And she forgot about me.” This is what
they will be not be afraid anymore.
Yahweh says.
19
You will be like my wife forever, Is14
”I will lead her into the wilderness rael.
and tell her that I love her.
I will promise myself to you, by doing
I will persuade her to love me again. 15 what is right, and by loving what is just.
I will give her vineyards back to her once
I promise to love you and to show you
more,
kindness even when you do not deserve it.
and in the Valley of Achor I will cause
20
I will keep my promise to you, Israel.
her to hope once more.
I will never lie to you;
She will answer me with love and deand you will come to know me—my
light, as it was back in the ﬁrst days when
name is Yahweh.
we ﬁrst loved each other—
21
At that time,
when I set her free, and she came up
I will help you,” says Yahweh.
out of Egypt.
16

”I will give a command to the sky,

At that time,

and the sky will pour out rain onto
Israel will call me, ‘My Husband,’ as a
woman would say to her human husband. the ground.
22
And the ground will provide grain,
She will no longer call out to a god,
new
wine
and olive trees, and they will
‘My Baal,’ but she will call out to me as ‘My
grow for the people of Israel.
Husband.’
23
At that time, I will take care of the
I will not allow Israel to speak the
Israelite
people
names of the images of Baal that she used
to worship.
as a farmer plants his own land and
My people will forget the names of takes care of his crops.
17

those Baals and their idols, and my people
I will show my love to those people
Israel will never worship them again.
whom I called ‘Not my People’.
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And those whom I called ‘Not my
People’,

Chapter 4

1
Listen to the message Yahweh has for
I will now call by a new name: ‘You are
you.
my People’.
“You people of Israel, Yahweh is acThey will say to me, ‘You are our God.’” cusing you, you who live in this place.”

He says, ”I cannot ﬁnd anyone here who
tells the truth.

Chapter 3

I cannot see anyone who loves me.
None of you can honestly say that he
knows me.
2

You curse and lie, you kill and steal,
Then Yahweh said to me, “Go and love a and you commit adultery.
woman, even though she is loved by anYou have broken every law,
other man, and she is also unfaithful to
and you commit one murder after
her husband. You will be like me, because
I love the people of Israel, even though another.
they worship other gods and eat raisin
3
Because of what the people are doing,
cakes in their honor.”
the land is now a wilderness.
1

Every creature that lives here is dying,
Even though she was a slave, owned
by another person, I bought her for 170
from the animals that live in the ﬁelds,
grams of silver, and 330 liters of barley
to the birds that ﬂy in the sky;
grain. 3 Then I said to her, “You will live
with me from now on. You will no longer
even the ﬁsh in the sea, they are also
be a prostitute who sleeps with various dying.
men. You will not belong to any other
4
But you must not accuse anyone else
man, only to me, and I will be faithful to
for this trouble.
you and live with you for the rest of my
You must not allow anyone to corlife.”
rect another person; no one has that right,
4
When I do these things, this is to show because everyone is guilty.
that the people of Israel will live for a long
And I am also accusing the priests. 5 You
time and not have any king ruling over priests sin during the day
them. They will have no prince, no sacriand the prophets with you sin at night.
ﬁces or pillars set up for worship, ephods
5
or idols in their houses. After some time,
I promise you, I will destroy Israel, who
the people of Israel will return to Yahweh; is like a mother to you.
they will hope that he will receive them
6
My people are perishing because you
back. They will hope to have a descendant
priests have refused to understand me.
of David for their king again. In the later
And why do you understand me so littime, they will come to Yahweh to honor
him and tremble before him because of tle? Because you have rejected the things
I have instructed you to do.
his goodness to them.
2
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So I am rejecting you from being
They are always wanting to sin in sexual
priests to me.
ways, so they have stopped obeying me,
the God whom they should worship.
Look at what you have forgotten:
13
They worship other gods in the
You have forgotten the instructions that I,
places on the tops of the mountains where
your God, gave to you.
they have set up idols. They burn offerBecause you forgot me, I will forget
ings to the idols up on those hills—
your children.
in all the places where they worship
7
The more numerous you priests be- those idols—under the oak trees, poplar
come,
trees, and the terebinth trees—
the more you do the things that I have
because these trees give good shade.
forbidden.
Following your example, your daughYou have abandoned me in order to be- ters decided to become prostitutes,
come shameful.
and your daughters-in-law committed
8
When other people sin, they bring sac- adultery.
riﬁces to me, some of which you eat.
14
But I will not punish the women for
So you want the people to sin more turning to prostitution,
and more.
or your daughters-in-law when they
9
I will punish you priests just as I pun- commit adultery.
ish the people.
It is the men who are doing the very
I will punish all of you for your be- same thing!
havior;
The men sleep with prostitutes,
I will pay you all back for all the
and they offer sacriﬁces in the houses
wicked deeds you have done.
of idols where there are prostitutes.
10
You all will eat, but you will never get
It is true: “A people who have not
enough. You will always be hungry.
lived as they were taught to live, will come
They will continue to sleep with other to destruction.”
women, but the women will not conceive,
15
Israel, you have left me and gone to
because you have all abandoned me, idols.
Yahweh.
But I hope that Judah will not do the
11
You love to do forbidden sexual acts, same thing.
and to drink wine and new wine.

You people of Judah, do not go to Gilgal. Do not go up to Beth Aven to worship
All these things have made it imposidols there.
sible for you to know right from wrong.
Do not make solemn oaths, calling
12
My own people pray to an idol made
on me to make good on your promises,
from a piece of wood.
adding to your vows the words, ’As YahThey ask their walking staffs to tell weh lives!” 16 Israel is as stubborn as a
young cow.
them which way they should go!
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4
Can I now feed them as if they were
Ephraim and Israel are not able to ask
little lambs in a meadow?
me to forgive them, because of what they
have done.
17
Ephraim has gone to join idols.
They have chosen to be unfaithful and
Leave those people alone! 18 When immoral,
they have ﬁnished drinking all their alcoand they do not know me, Yahweh.”
holic drinks
5
Israel is proud; because of this others
then they will commit even more
know how guilty she is.
sexual sins.

The sins that the people of Israel have
Their rulers love to do these shamecommitted
are making them faithless to
ful things. 19 Someone will attack them; he
Yahweh.
will be like a whirlwind that lifts them up
Judah is becoming faithless, too.
and carries them away to another place.
6
They are hoping to persuade Yahweh
Only then will they be ashamed beto
have
mercy on them.
cause they gave offerings to the idols.”
They are coming to sacriﬁce sheep and
cattle to him from their ﬂocks and herds.

Chapter 5
1

But they will ﬁnd that Yahweh will have
no mercy on them
because he has stopped helping them;
he is leaving them alone.

”Listen, you priests!
Pay attention, you people of Israel!

7
They did not keep their promises to
And you members of the king’s family, Yahweh.
you also need to listen!
and they have had children by foreign
For I will punish all of you.
women.

The things you have done have been
like a trap for the people at Mizpah.

So at the time of the new moon festivals,

they will perish, together with their
cultivated
ﬁelds.”
The things you have done have be8
come like a net spread out to catch the
Yahweh says, ”Blow the ram horns at
2
people who live on Mount Tabor. Those the city of Gibeah!
who rebelled against me have now killed
Blow the trumpets at the city of
so many that they are standing deep in
Ramah!
their blood. I tell you that I will punish
Shout a battle cry at the city of Beth
them all.
Aven!
3
You, the people in Ephraim, the center
Lead us into battle, you people of the
of Israel—I know you.
tribe of Benjamin!
I know very well what you are like,
9
I will punish the people of Ephraim
you people of Israel.
and turn their city into a pile of rubble.
You people in Ephraim, you have acted
This is my promise to the tribes of
like prostitutes.
Israel—I pledge to you all that I will do
Yes, you people in Israel are polluted. this.
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10

The leaders of Judah are as bad as people who steal farmland by moving boundary markers;

Chapter 6
1

The people say, ”Come, let us return
they steal land that does not belong to Yahweh.
to them.
He has torn our ﬂesh to pieces as a lion
I will punish them in a way that will tears up his victim.
make them perish.
He did this, but he will heal our
11
Ephraim will suffer greatly; the peo- wounds.
ple will perish when I punish them,
He has hurt us and made us fall down,
because they were determined to
but he will treat our wounds and bind
worship idols.
them
up so they will heal.
12
I will destroy Ephraim as a moth de2
After the second day he will restore
stroys wool;
our strength;
I will destroy Judah as rot destroys
and on the third day he will raise us
wood.
up,
13
When the people of Ephraim realized
so we will live close to him.
how weak they were,
then they asked the people of Assyria
for help.
When the people of Judah realized how
weak they were,

3

Try to know Yahweh;
do all you can to be faithful to him.

It is as certain as tomorrow’s sunrise

that he will come to us; he will come
they sent messengers to the great king
to us like the rain,
of Assyria.
like the rain comes in the spring on our
But he could not help you people;
ﬁelds.”
he could not make you people strong
4
But Yahweh says, ”What can I do with
again.
you, you people of Ephraim?
14
I will become like a lion to the people
What can I do with you, you people
of Ephraim in Israel;
of the tribe of Judah?
I will become like a young lion to the
You love me for just as long as the
people of Judah.
clouds come in the morning before they
I will destroy them and leave them;
disappear again.
I will carry them far away,
You love me for just as long as the dew
and no one will be able to rescue them. stays before the warm sun shines on it.

15

Then I will go back to where I came
from;

5

I sent my prophets to you,

and it was as though I had cut you
from there I will wait for them to into pieces when they spoke the messages
I gave them.
admit that they have sinned;
You were devastated by what they said
I will wait for them to come and ask me
to you.
to help them.”
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11

It was as though I had killed you with
the words I spoke to you.

And for you also, you people of Judah,

I have set for you a time when I will
I spoke about how I would punish you. separate out your good people from your
bad people.
I told you by the prophets that I was
Just as in the harvest when you take all
angry with you, and they told you this.”
the crops in,
”Yahweh, you will punish them by comand you keep the good and throw
manding that it happen;
away the bad,
your words are like lightning bolts.”
that is what is coming for you, people
6
Yahweh says, ”I want you to be faithful
of Judah.
to me forever.
That will be the day when I bring back
I want that more than I want you to
the blessings and riches of my people once
offer me sacriﬁces.
more.”
I want you to know me—that is much
more important to me
than when you give me offerings that
the priests burn on the altar.
7

Chapter 7

But like Adam, the ﬁrst man,

1

As often as I try to heal Israel,

the people openly show that they are
the covenant that they made with
sinning,
me and that I, Yahweh, made with them—
and the people in the city of Samaria
they broke it.
show the same thing.
When they did that, they were not
They lie and cheat in their buying and
faithful to me.
selling;
8
Gilead is a city of people who do
they are like lawless men who attack
wicked things;
people who are walking in the streets.
in the streets of that city are the foot2
But they do not take a moment to think
prints of murderers.
that
I, Yahweh, see everything they do.
9
As robbers make their plans to hide
Everywhere they go, they commit evil,
and then rob someone walking past them,
and I see it all.
so are the priests—they band together
3
making their plans, just like the robbers,
The wicked things they do bring delight
to
their king,
and they commit murder along the way
to Shechem.
and the king’s oﬃcials are happy when
they tell lies.
They commit terrible crimes.
10

Among the people of Israel, I have
seen a horrible thing—

4

They are all sexually immoral;

they burn with lust like a baker’s oven
that
is burning hot;
the people of Ephraim worship idols
everywhere.
once he lights the ﬁre, he does not need
The people of Israel have become ﬁlthy to put any more wood on it,
by what they have done.

until he is ready to bake the bread.
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5

At the king’s festivals, his oﬃcials do
I will bring them down as a hunter
outrageous things because they are drunk brings down birds from the air into a net.
with wine,
I will punish them all together.
and the king joins in with them as
13
How terrible it will be
they mock me.
for my people, because they have
6
But these same oﬃcials then set about abandoned me!
making plans to murder the king.
They will perish
They are quietly angry all night,
because they have rebelled against
and they are openly angry in the morn- me.
ing.
I wanted to rescue them,
7
All those oﬃcials become so angry at
but they kept telling lies against me.
the king,
14
They do not cry out to me; they do not
that they kill all their rulers.
call to me from their hearts;
In the end, all their kings were killed;
they only lie on their beds and howl
not one of them called on me, Yahweh, and cry out.
to help.”
They meet together to ask their idols for
8
their
grain and new wine.
”Israel joins with other people groups,

They have rebelled against me.
but all the people are like a ﬂat cake
15
that is only cooked on one side; they are
Even though I trained them and
weak.
helped them become strong,
9
People who come from far away have
even now they are planning to do evil
taken away Israel’s strength.
against me.
16
The nation is gorwing very weak, like
They go this way and that, but never
an old man whose hair is turning gray.
to me, God Most High.

But the nation does not know it is weak.

They are like a bow that cannot shoot.

10

Israel is so proud that everyone else
Their oﬃcers will be killed by their ensees it.
emies’ swords; they will die because they
Even so, they will not return to me—to have insulted me.

Yahweh their God.

They will not try to persuade me to have
mercy on them, no matter what happens
to them.
11

Israel is like a foolish bird, a dove that
anyone can easily deceive.

This is why the people in Egypt will insult them.”

Chapter 8

He calls out ﬁrst to Egypt, and then it.
like a bird, he ﬂies up to Assyria.
12

1

Yahweh says, ”Get a trumpet and blow

There are enemies swooping down
But when they are on their way there, over my people,
I will spread my net over them,

as an eagle swoops down over a victim.
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This is because my people have left
Now Israel is like an old, broken pot
my covenant with them
that no one wants.
and have violated the law I gave them.
2

My people Israel cry out to me and say,
‘Our God, we are loyal to you!’

9

They asked the king of Assyria for help;

they were like a wild donkey wandering off by itself.

The people of Israel have tried to pay
But the people of Israel have thrown
other nations to protect them.
away what is good,
3

10

so their enemies will chase after them.

Although they do this,

I will soon gather them up to destroy
Israel has appointed kings for themthem.
selves,
4

but they did not consult with me about

it.

They chose their own kings

They will begin to become poor because they will have to pay money to Assyria’s king.
11

The people of Ephraim have built
many altars on which to offer sacriﬁces
They took their silver and gold for their sins;
and formed them into the idols they worhowever, these altars have become
shiped,
places where the people commit terrible
but the people will perish as a result.” sins against me.
5
The prophet says, “Yes, Yahweh has re12
Even if I wrote out for the people of
jected your idol, you people of Samaria—
Israel my laws ten thousand times,
an idol made in the form of a calf!”
without asking me to approve them.

Yahweh says, ”Perhaps these people will
never again be innocent of evildoing. I am
very angry with them!
6

The shame of it is that this idol came
from Israel! A craftsman made it.
It is only an idol; it cannot be the true
and living God!
I will ensure that someone will smash
it to bits.
7

they would refuse to obey them.
They would say they had never heard
of them.
13

Let us think about the sacriﬁces that
they give to me.
They sacriﬁce the meat and then they
eat it;
but I, Yahweh, am not pleased with
those sacriﬁces.

This is because these people do useless
I will think about their sins and will
things, so something terrible will destroy
punish the people for them.
them.
Their grain standing in the ﬁelds will
give no harvest.

I will make them go back to Egypt.
14

And why has this happened?
And even if it does, foreign soldiers will
The people of Israel have forgoteat everything it produces.
ten me, the God who made them a nation.
8
Other nations have destroyed Israel’s Instead of honoring me, they have built
power.
huge homes to live in.
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And instead of worshiping Yahweh, the
and everyone who eats that food bepeople of Judah have built walls around comes unacceptable to God.
their cities for protection.
That food will be all they eat;
So this is what I, Yahweh, will do:
they will not be able to bring it into
I will send a ﬁre that will destroy all Yahweh’s house to offer it to him.
their palaces and all their fortiﬁed cities.”
5
There, in a country far from your
home, you will not be able to celebrate the
festivals that Yahweh commanded you to
celebrate.

Chapter 9

6

Look! If you escape and the Assyrians
Hosea says this: Do not be happy, O do not kill you,
Israel; do not celebrate like other people
the army of Egypt will capture you.
groups!
You will die there, and the people in
You have been unfaithful to your God.
the city of Memphis will bury you.
You have refused to do what he told you.
All your wealth in silver will be covered
At every place where people thresh
up
their grain,
and lost when the desert plants grow
you give your offerings and sacriﬁces
into your homes and take them over.
to idols.
7
It is now the time for God to punish
You are just like men who pay money
you;
to sleep with women.
the time has come in which God will
2
Now you will not have enough grain pay you back for every sin you have comor wine to feed your people.
mitted.
You will have no hope for any new
And all you people of Israel must
wine, for the vines will fail you.
realize that these things will happen.
1

3

The people of Israel will not continue
to live in the land that Yahweh has chosen
as his own.

Instead, they will go back to Egypt
one day.

So your false prophets are fools,
and those who you thought were inspired by God are actually insane.
This is because you have sinned so much

and because you have become YahAnd in Assyria they will have to eat the
kind of food that God had forbidden them weh’s enemies.
8
to eat.
True prophets are people whom God
4
No longer will they pour out wine to has assigned to guard the people of Israel.
offer it to Yahweh;

But everywhere they go, others set
traps
for
them;
their sacriﬁces will not please him at
all.
even in the temple of their God, others
Their sacriﬁces will be as unaccept- hate them.

9
able to God as the food that people eat at
The people have polluted themselves
by sinning
funerals;
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ago.

as the Israelites did at Gibeah long

God will not forget the wicked things
they did;
he will certainly punish them.

15

Yahweh says, ”Because of all the
wicked things my people did at Gilgal,
that is where I started to hate them.
And because of all the sinful deeds they
have done,

10

Yahweh says, ”When I found Israel, it
I will drive them out of the place they
was like someone ﬁnding grapes growing live.
in the wilderness.
I will not love them any more;
When I saw your ancestors, they were
all their oﬃcials ﬁght against me.
like the very ﬁrst ﬁgs that appear in the
16
year, ﬁgs growing on a young ﬁg tree.
Ephraim is like a vine that has dried
up
But when they came to Mount Peor,
and produces no fruit.

they gave themselves completely to
that disgusting idol Baal,

Even if they give birth,

and they became as detestable as the
I will put to death those children they
idol they loved.
love.”
11
17
The honor of Ephraim is like a bird
Hosea says, My God rejected the peothat is ﬂying away.
ple of Israel
I will make their women so they canbecause they have not obeyed him,
not give birth, no woman will be pregnant,
and they will wander from one nation
and no one will even conceive a child in
to another.
the womb.
12

own,

Even if they raise children not their
I will take them from their mothers.

Chapter 10

It will be the worst that could happen
to them,
when I abandon them!
13

I have seen the people of Israel;

1

Israel is like a vine
that produces many bundles of grapes.

But the more their fruit increased, the
richer they became.

they were like Tyre; they were like a
With that money they made more
tree planted in a beautiful meadow.
stone columns in honor of their idols.
2
But they will have to lead their own chilThey are deceitful and cannot be
dren out to their enemies, who will slaugh- trusted;
ter them.”
but the time has come that they must
14
Hosea says, Yahweh, give them—
pay for their sins.
what should you give them?
Yahweh will break their altars into
Give them wombs that miscarry,

pieces—

and let their mothers’ breasts have
the places where they gave sacriﬁces
to their idols,
no milk for their babies.
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and he promises to destroy those
The people will beg the mountains
pillars beside which they worshiped their and say,
false gods.
“Cover us!”
3
They say, ”We have no king now
and to the hills, “Fall on us!”
because we did not honor or respect Yah9
People of Israel, since the days of
weh.
Gibeah you have been sinning;
But even if we had a king,
it is as if you have been living there
how could a king help us?”
ever since then, because you think as they
4
The people of Israel make lying did.
promises and false covenants;

Enemies will attack you evildoers at
Gibeah.
and because their promises are not
10
kept,
Yahweh says, ”When I decide to act, I
their sort of justice kills people, as poi- will punish them.

People groups will gather to ﬁght
against them;

sonous weeds in a ﬁeld would do.
5

Those people of Samaria tremble with
those people groups will capture them
fear because of what happened to the calf
and put them in chains
idols at Beth Aven.
because of their many sins.

Those people mourn over what happened to those idols,

11

Ephraim is like a trained calf

as did the priests who served them;

that loves to thresh grain, separating
they rejoiced over them and praised out the grain from the chaff,
their splendor,
and I did not put a heavy yoke on her
but now those idols have been taken tender neck.
away from them.
6

Their idols will be carried to Assyria
to be a gift for the great king.

The people of Israel will be disgraced;
they will be ashamed

But now I will put Ephraim under that
yoke,
and Judah must plow.

and Jacob must break up the ground
with the harrow.
12

Plow, now, and do what is right,

for having trusted in the advice they
and you will reap the fruit of faithful
received by consulting idols.
love.
7
The king of Samaria will die.
Do the hard work of breaking up the
He will be like a small piece of wood unplowed ground,
that ﬂoats away down a stream.
for now is the time for you to ask
8
The hilltop places known for their Yahweh to have mercy on you,

wickedness—altars where the people worso that he may come and rescue you
shiped idols—will all be destroyed.
because he does what is right.

13
Thorns and thistles will grow and
You have sinned wickedly, and now
cover all the altars that were in Samaria. you will have to bear the consequences.
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You told lies, and now you must suffer
I was like a father, holding them by
the results of the lies you told.
their little arms.
But they did not understand that I was
You have trusted in your own abilities
the one who was taking care of them.
and wisdom,
4
With kindness I guided them, with
and you have relied on the soldiers
the tender cords of human kindness I led
in your armies.
them.
14
The sound of war will be among your
I loved them so much that I guided
people;
them and led by my own hand.
all your fortiﬁed cities will be deThey worked very hard, like a yoke of
stroyed.
oxen pulling a plow, but I made their yoke
It will be as when Shalman destroyed light and loosened its weight on their jaws,
Beth Arbel in battle,
so they did not suffer pain.
5
when mothers were killed while they
But Israel will certainly return to
were holding their children.
Egypt,

and Assyria will certainly rule over
That is what will be done to you, you
them,
people of the city of Bethel,
15

because they refused to turn back to me
because of all the evil things you have
and worship me as their God.
done.
6

When the battle begins at dawn,
the king of Israel will be destroyed;
the enemy will kill him.”

Their enemies will attack Israel’s cities
with swords;
their enemies will destroy the bars
that keep their gates closed and safe.
Their enemies will destroy the people of Israel and put an end to all the plans
they made.

Chapter 11

7
My people are determined to turn
Yahweh says, ”When the nation of Isaway from me.
rael was like a young man, I loved him.
They pretend to call out to me, the
He was like a son to me, whom I called
Most High God,
out of Egypt.
but I will allow no one to help them.
2
But the more I called out to them,
8
But you people of Israel—dear Israel—
the more they ran away.
I cannot abandon you.
Day after day they offered their sacriI cannot give you over to your eneﬁces to the idols named Baal,
mies.
1

and they burned incense to honor

I do not want to act toward you as
I acted toward Admah or make you like
3
But it was I who taught them to do ev- Zeboyim—
cities that I destroyed along with
erything good, as a father teaches his son
Sodom.
to walk.
them.
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I have changed my mind about punishing you;
I earnestly long to have mercy on you.
9

I have decided not to punish you
severely.
I do not want to destroy you, the people
of my Israel, whom I love.
Human beings would easily decide to
do that,

Chapter 12
1

The people of Israel do only what is
useless;
they do only things that will destroy
them.
They tell more and more lies; they do
more and more acts of violence.

but I am God, not human.

They make a treaty with Assyria,
and they send olive oil to Egypt,

to persuade those nations to protect
I am the Holy One who lives among you; them.
2
Yahweh is also accusing the people of
I will not come to you and be angry
Judah of breaking his covenant.
with you.
He will punish those descendants of
10
They will live their lives following my
Jacob for what they have done.
commands.
He will pay them back; he will give them
I will roar like a lion.
what they deserve.
3
When Jacob was in his mother’s
And when I roar, my people will hear
womb, he grabbed his brother Esau’s heel
and will come trembling.
because he wanted to take his brother’s
They will come back to me from far place and be the ﬁrstborn.
away—
When Jacob grew up, he wrestled
from the west they will come back to with God.
me.
4
When the angel appeared to him, he
11
struggled
with him and won.
They will come ﬂuttering into the land

Jacob cried out to the angel and begged
like a ﬂock of birds coming up from
him to bless him.
Egypt.
Jacob found Yahweh at Bethel;
And some will be like pigeons that ﬂy
it was there that Yahweh spoke with
in from Assyria.
him.
I will let them live in their own homes
5
This is Yahweh, the God of the angel
once more, in the land of Israel.
armies!
I, Yahweh, have promised this.”
“Yahweh” is the name by which we
12
”The people of Israel have continually should worship him.
6
lied to me.
Turn to your God!
But the people of Judah they still obey
Obey his covenant and do what is
me and are faithful to me, the Holy One.” right.
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12

Never stop trusting in your God for him
to help you.

Jacob ﬂed to the land of Aram;

he, whose name God would later
change
to Israel, worked many years so he
The merchants are wicked; they use
scales that give wrong weights and mea- could marry a woman.
sures,
He took care of his uncle’s sheep in
7

so they can cheat those who buy from order to marry her.
13
them.
Yahweh used the prophet Moses to
8
bring Israel out of Egypt,
The people of Israel boast,
and he took care of them by the
”We are very rich,
prophet who led them.
and we have found ways to make
14
The people of Israel have caused Yahourselves even more wealthy than we are
weh to become very angry;
now.
their Lord says that they are guilty
In all our buying and selling, no one
of the death of many, and that their guilt
can see anything wrong in what we do.”
remains on them.
9
But Yahweh says, ”I am Yahweh, whom
He will pay them back because
you should worship;
they have insulted him with their shameI am the one who brought your ances- ful deeds.
tors out of Egypt.
I will force you away from your homes
and make you live in tents again,
just as when you live in tents for a
few days every year
when you celebrate the Festival of Shelters.

Chapter 13
1

Yahweh says, ”When the leaders of
Israel spoke, the people trembled;
they were respected in Israel.

But because they all worshiped Baal,
Many times I spoke to the prophets they became guilty,
and gave them messages, for them to give
and they died.
to you;
2
Now they sin more and more;
and I gave them many visions for you,
10

they make cast metal ﬁgures out of
and I gave them parables, for them to
silver
speak to you.”
to make them their idols.
11
The prophet says that if it is true
Those idols are statues that are very
that the people in the region of Gilead are
cleverly made,
wicked,
then surely they are also worthless!
In Gilgal they kill bulls and offer them
to their idols;

but those statues are made only by
craftsmen.
But other people see

that the men of Israel sacriﬁce to these
but these altars will be pulled down
and turned into piles of stones in their calf-idols and kiss them to worship them.
3
ﬁelds.
So the people of Israel will disappear
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as quickly as the clouds that form in
the morning,

who can save you in any of your cities.

You no longer have any of the rulers
as quickly as the dew, when the sun whom you asked me to give you.
dries it up.
11
When I gave you a king, I gave him to
They will disappear as easily as the you because I was angry with you.
chaff that the wind blows away from the
And because I was angry with you, I
threshing place.
took your kings away.
They will disappear as easily as the
12
I have kept track of all the wicked
smoke that goes out of the chimney.
deeds that you people of Israel have com4
But I am Yahweh, whom you should mitted; I have recorded all your guilt.
worship;
13
You are like a baby ready to be born,
I am the one who brought you out of
but you are foolish,
the land of Egypt.
You must worship no other God; you
because you are like a child who refuses
must worship only Me.
to be born.
you.
5

There is no one else who can rescue

14

Will I rescue you from dying?

I took charge of you in the wilderness,

No! I will let you die

in a desert where there was no water
to drink.
6

When I provided food for you,

you ate as much as you wanted and
were satisﬁed.

Will I really keep you from dying?

I will let you perish.
you.”

I have no more compassion left for
15

The prophet Hosea says: ”Even
though you people of Israel are wealthier
But when you were no longer hungry,
than those of Judah,
you became proud
the day is coming when Yahweh will
and forgot about me.
destroy you.
7
So I will attack you like a lion;
You will meet disaster.
I will attack you like a leopard that
Your enemies will take everything
waits beside the road to suddenly jump on
valuable
away from you.
a traveler.
16
The people of the city of Samaria are
I will come against you like a female
guilty because they have rebelled against
bear when someone steals her cubs,
God.
and I will rip open your chests.
Their enemies will kill them with
Like a lion that attacks—
swords.
as a wild animal would tear you apart.
they will thrown their children far
9
You people of Israel, I will destroy you. down to the ground and kill them;
No one will be able to help you.
they will rip open their pregnant
8

10

You no longer have any king

women.”
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Chapter 14
1

and they will please others as much
as the fragrant cedar trees in Lebanon.
7

Israel, return to Yahweh your God!

You have sinned because you have
done wicked things.

They will return and live under the
protection that Israel has from me;
I will protect them from hardship.

They will be successful like a ﬁeld of
So now, return to Yahweh, and think
about how you will confess your sins to grain that grows well, like grapevines that
are growing well.
him.
They will become as famous as the
Say this to him:
wine that people produce in the land of
”Take away all our sins,
Lebanon.
2

and accept us; please be kind to us.

8

Please accept us back, so that we may
praise you in our words and song.
3

Assyria cannot save us.

You people of Israel, I will completely
stop you from worshiping idols.
It is I, Yahweh, who will take care of
you. No idol can do that.

I am like a cypress tree that grows and
It is useless for us to ride horses into
stays fresh the entire year;
battle.
all your good gifts come from me.”
We will never again say, ‘You are our
9
Every wise person will understand the
gods’
things about which I have written;
to the idols we have made with our
those who have understanding will
own hands.
study these things and pay careful attenEven children with no fathers look tion to them.
to you, Yahweh, and they ﬁnd that you are
The way in which Yahweh wants us to
kind to them.”
live is right.
4
Yahweh says, ”I will forgive these peoThose who do what is right live by
ple for having stopped honoring me;
them.
I will love them without ceasing,
The rebellious people, however, sin,
because I have decided to stop being unable to obey him.
angry at them.
5

I will help the people of Israel as the
dew helps the ground.
They will prosper like the lilies bloom.
They will become as strong as the
cedar trees in Lebanon.
6

They will be like trees whose
branches spread out.
They will be as beautiful as the olive
trees,
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no one can count them.
The locusts have teeth that are as sharp
as the teeth of lions!

Chapter 1

7

They have destroyed our grapevines
and our ﬁg trees

1

I am Joel son of Pethuel. This is a mesby stripping off and eating all the
sage that Yahweh gave to me.
bark,
with the result that the branches are
You leaders of Israel, and everyone
else who lives in this country, listen to this white and bare.
message!
8
Cry and wail as a young woman does
Nothing like this has ever happened
when the young man to whom she
during the time that we have lived
was engaged has died.
2

9
or during the time when our ancestors
There is no more ﬂour or wine for us
lived.
to offer to be sacriﬁces at the temple,
3

Tell your children about it,

so the priests who serve Yahweh are
and tell your children to tell it to their mourning.
10
children,
The crops in the ﬁelds have been ruined;
and tell your grandchildren to tell it
to their children.
4

I am talking about the locusts that have
eaten our crops.

died.

The grain has been destroyed,
there are no grapes to make wine,

The ﬁrst swarm of locusts came and
cut many of the leaves of the crops;

and there is no more olive oil.

then another swarm came and ate the
rest of the leaves,

11

and they destroyed everything else.
5

You people who are drunk, wake up!
Wake up and wail loudly,

Huge swarms of locusts have entered
our country.
that has very many soldiers;

there is no wheat or barley growing.
12

The grapevines and the ﬁg trees have
withered,
and the pomegranate trees, palm trees,
and apricot trees have also dried up.
13

and so there will be no new wine!

They are like a powerful army

because the grain has been destroyed;

The people are no longer joyful.

because all the grapes are ruined,
6

You farmers, grieve!

You who take care of grapevines, wail,

then another swarm came hopping
along,
and ﬁnally another swarm came

it is as though the ground itself had

You priests, put on rough sack clothes
and wail.
You who serve God by offering sacriﬁces on the altar,
wear those sack clothes all night to show
that you are mourning,
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because there is no ﬂour or wine to
be offered at the temple of your God.

God’s sacred hill in Jerusalem!

Tell the people of Judah that they should
Set apart a day for when the people be afraid and tremble,
should go without food.
because it will soon be the time for
Tell the leaders and the other people to Yahweh to punish us further.
gather at the temple
2
That will be a very dark and gloomy
and to cry out to Yahweh there.
day;
15
Terrible things are happening to us!
there will be black clouds and it will
It will soon be the time when Yahweh, be very dark.
who is the Almighty God, will punish us,
A huge swarm of locusts has covered
14

when he will cause us to experience the mountains like a black cloud.
more disasters.
Nothing like this has ever happened be16
fore,
Our crops are already gone,
and no one is rejoicing at all at the
and nothing like this will ever happen
temple of our God.
again.
17

grow;

When we plant seeds, they do not

3

It is as though they bring ﬂames of ﬁre
from which no one can escape.

they dry up in the ground,

In front of them, the land was as beautiful as the garden of Eden,

so there are no crops to harvest.
Our barns are empty;

but behind them the land is like a
desert,

there is no grain to store in them.

and nothing survives.

18

Our cattle groan, searching for a pasture with some grass to eat,

4

and the sheep bleat because they are
suffering.
19

The locusts resemble horses,
and they run like soldiers on horses.

5

Yahweh, I cry out to you,

Leaping over the mountaintops,

they make a noise like rumbling charbecause our pastures and our forests
iots,
have dried up in the hot sunshine.
like a mighty army that is preparing for
20
It is as though even the wild animals
a battle,
cry out to you
or like the roar of a ﬁre that burns up
because all the streams have dried
stubble
in a ﬁeld.
up.
6

The dryness is like a ﬁre burning up
the wilderness pastures.

When people see them coming,

they become very pale and frightened.
7

Chapter 2
1

The locusts climb over walls like soldiers do;
they march along in columns

Blow trumpets on Mount Zion,

and never turn aside from their lines.
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8

They rush straight ahead

He does not quickly become angry;

without pushing each other.
Even though people throw spears and
javelins at them,

instead, he greatly and faithfully loves
you,
and he does not like to punish us.
14

that will not cause them to stop.
9

They swarm over the city walls and
enter our houses;
they enter through our windows as
thieves do.

No one knows if he will change his
mind about punishing you
you.

and instead act mercifully toward

If he does that, he will bless you
by giving you plenty of grain and wine

10

It is as though they cause the earth to
shake and the sky to tremble.

in order that you can offer some of
those
things for sacriﬁces to him.
The sun and the moon become dark,
15
Blow the trumpets on Mount Zion!
and the stars do not shine
Gather the people together!

because there are so many locusts in
the sky.

Set apart time to fast, to show that you
are
sorry for your sins.
Yahweh leads this army of countless
16
locusts,
Perform the rituals to cause yourselves to be acceptable to Yahweh.
and they obey his commands.
11

Come apart and join together as a
This time when he is judging and pungroup
with
a purpose—
ishing us is very terrible,
the old people and the children, even
with the result that it seems that no
the babies,
one can survive it.

12

But Yahweh says,

”In spite of these disasters that you have
experienced,

and summon brides and bridegrooms
from their rooms.
17

Tell the priests who serve Yahweh to
cry between the altar and the entrance to
you can return to me with all your the temple
inner being.
and to pray this:
Weep, and mourn, and fast to show that
”Yahweh, rescue us, your people;
you are sorry that you have abandoned
do not allow people from other name.
tions to despise us;
13
Do not tear only your clothes
do not allow them to ridicule us and say,
to show that you are sorry;
‘Why has their God abandoned
more importantly, show in your inner
them?’”
being that you are sorry.”
18
But Yahweh showed that he was conYahweh is merciful and kind;
cerned about his people
he does not quickly become angry;
and that he would act mercifully tohe faithfully loves people.
ward them.
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When the people prayed,
Yahweh answered and said,

24

The ground where you thresh the
grain will be covered with grain,

and your vats where you store the
”I will give you plenty of grain and wine
fresh grape juice and olive oil will overand olive oil,
ﬂow.
and you will be satisﬁed.
25
Yahweh said, ”I will repay you for
I will no longer allow other nations to everything that was destroyed by those
insult you.
great swarms of locusts,
20

Another army of locusts will come
that enormous army that I sent to
from the north to attack you,
attack you.
26
but I will force them to continue past
You, my people, will eat until your
Jerusalem
stomachs are full.

Then you will praise me, Yahweh,
Some will go into the Dead Sea in the your God,
for the wonderful things that I have
east,
done for you.
and some will go into the MediterAnd never again will I let others shame
ranean Sea in the west.
you.
There they will all die, and their bodies
27
When that happens, you will know
will stink.”
that I am always among you,
God will certainly do wonderful
that I am Yahweh, your God,
things.
21
and that there is no other God.
Yahweh will indeed do wonderful
things!
Never again will I let others shame
you.”
So even the ground should rejoice!
into the desert.

28
”Some time later, I will give my Spirit
And the wild animals should not be
to
many
people.
afraid,
You sons and daughters will proclaim
because the meadows will soon bemessages that come directly from me.
come green again;
22

Your old men will have dreams that
the ﬁg trees and other trees will be full
come
from me,
of fruit,
and your young men will have visions
and the grapevines will be covered
that come from me.
with grapes.
29
At that time, I will give my Spirit even
23
You people of Jerusalem,
to servants, both men and women.
rejoice about what Yahweh, your God,
30
I will do unusual things on the earth
will do for you.
and in the sky.
He will send abundant rain at the right
On the earth, there will be much blood
time—
shed,
in the spring and in the autumn,
and there will be very large ﬁres and
as he did previously.

smoke that resembles huge clouds.
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In the sky, the sun will become dark, took the silver and gold and other valuand the moon will become as red as blood. able things from my temple and put them
into your own temples. 6 You dragged
Those things will happen before
away the people of Jerusalem and other
that great and terrible day when I, Yahplaces in Judah, and you took them far
weh, come to judge all people.
away and sold them to Greek traders.
32
But at that time I will save everyone 7
But I will make it possible for my peowho worships me.
ple to return from the places to which you
I promise that some people in sold them, and I will do to you what you
Jerusalem will escape those disasters;
did to them. 8 Then I will cause some of
those whom I have chosen will sur- your sons and your daughters to be sold
to the people of Judah! And they will be
vive.”
sold to the Sabea people group, who live
far away. That will certainly happen because I, Yahweh, have said it.”

Chapter 3
1

9

”Prepare for a war!

Yahweh says this:

”At that time, I will bring back the people whom their enemies took away from
Jerusalem and from other places in Judah.
2

Proclaim to the people of all nations,

Summon your soldiers;
tell them to stand in their battle positions.

Then in the Valley of Jehoshaphat I will
10
Take your plows and make swords
gather together the people of all the other
from them;
nations;
take your pruning knives and make
I will judge and punish them
spears from them.
because they scattered my Israelite peoEven the weak people must also say they
ple
are strong soldiers.
and forced them to go to other coun11
All you people from the nations that
tries,
are near Judah
and because they divided up my land
must come quickly and gather there.”
among themselves.
But Yahweh, when that happens, send
3
They played games of chance to deteryour army of angels to attack them!
mine who would get each of my people.
12
Yahweh says, ”The people in the naThen they sold some of the Israelite boys
tions near Judah must get ready and come
and girls
to the Valley of Jehoshaphat.
to get money to pay for prostitutes
There I will sit as a judge, and I will
and wine to drink.
punish them.
4
You people of the cities of Tyre and Sidon,
13
They are like crops that are ready to
and you people of Philistia—you are anbe harvested;
gry at me, but you have no reason to be.
If you are trying to get revenge on me, I
so strike them as a farmer swings his
5
will very quickly get revenge on you. You sickle to cut the grain.
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They are like grapes that are piled high
And a stream will ﬂow from my temple
in the pits where they will be pressed;
into the Valley of Acacia northeast of the
Dead Sea.
because they are very wicked,
19
The armies of Egypt and Edom atpunish them severely now,
tacked the people of Judah
as a farmer tramples on the grapes
and killed many people who had not
until the pits overﬂow with juice.”
done anything that was wrong.
14

There will be the noise of huge crowds
So now those countries will be ruined,
of people in that Valley of Judgment.
with no one living there any longer.
20
It will soon be the time that Yahweh
But there will always be people living
will punish them.
in Jerusalem and in other places in Judea.
15

21
At that time there will be no light from
I, Yahweh, live on Mount Zion in
the sun or moon,
Jerusalem,

and I will get revenge on the people
of
Egypt
and Edom who killed many of my
16
From Mount Zion in Jerusalem Yah- people.”
weh will shout;
and the stars will not shine.

his voice will be like thunder,
and his voice will cause the sky and
the earth to shake.
But Yahweh will protect his people;
he will be like a strong wall behind which the people of Israel will be protected.
17

Yahweh says, ”At that time, you Israelite people will know that I am Yahweh,
your God.
I live on Zion, the hill I have set apart
for myself.
Jerusalem will be a city very special to
me,
and soldiers from other countries will
never conquer it again.
18

At that time, there will be vineyards
covering the hills,
and your cattle and goats on those
hills will produce plenty of milk.
up,

The streams in Judah will never dry
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and the man who rules in Beth Eden.
The people of Aram will be captured
and taken to the region of Kir.”

Chapter 1

6

1

”I will punish the people of the cities of
Philistia;

This is the message that Yahweh gave
to Amos, a shepherd near the town of
Tekoa south of Jerusalem. He received
this message about Israel in a vision two
years before the big earthquake. It was
when Uzziah was the king of Judah and
Jeroboam son of King Jehoash, was the
king of Israel.
2

This is what Amos said:

Yahweh also said this to me:

I will punish the people of Gaza because of the many sins that they have committed;
I will not change my mind about punishing them,
because they captured large groups of
people and took them to Edom
and sold them to become the slaves
of the people there.

”Yahweh will shout very loudly;

when he speaks from Mount Zion in
7
I will cause a ﬁre to completely burn
Jerusalem, his voice will sound like thunthe walls of Gaza
der.

and also destroy its fortresses.
When that happens, the pastures where
8
you shepherds take care of your sheep
I will get rid of the king of the city of
will dry up,
Ashdod
and the grass on top of Mount Carmel
and the king who rules in the city of
will wither
Ashkelon.
because Yahweh will order the rain
I will also strike the people of the city of
not to fall.”
Ekron,
3
This is also what Yahweh said to me:
and all the people of Philistia who are
”I will punish the people of Damascus, still alive will be killed.”
the capital of Aram, because of the many 9 Yahweh also said this to me:
sins that they have committed;
”I will punish the people of the city of
I will not change my mind about pun- Tyre because of the many sins that their
ishing them,
people have committed;
because of the cruel things that they did
I will not change my mind about punto the people of the region of Gilead.
ishing them
4

I will cause a ﬁre to burn the palace
because they also captured large groups
that King Hazael built and lived in,
of our people and took them to Edom,
the fortress where his son King Ben
disregarding the treaty of friendship
Hadad also lived.
that they had made with your rulers.
5

10
I will cause the gates of Damascus to
So I will cause a ﬁre to completely
be broken down;
burn the walls of Tyre

I will get rid of the king of Biqat Aven
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11

Yahweh also said this to me:

”I will punish the people of Edom because of the many sins that their people
have committed;

Chapter 2
1

Yahweh also said this:

”I will punish the people of Moab beI will not change my mind about pun- cause of the many sins that they have comishing them,
mitted;
because they pursued the people of IsI will not change my mind about punrael, who descended from Esau’s brother ishing them,
Jacob, and killed them with swords;
because they dug up the bones of
they did not act mercifully toward the king of Edom and burned them comthem at all.
pletely,
They were extremely angry with the
with the result that the ashes became
people of Israel,
as white as lime.
and they continue to be angry with

2

So I will cause a ﬁre to completely
burn the fortresses of the city of Kerioth
12
I will cause a ﬁre to burn the district in Moab.
of Teman in Edom
People will hear soldiers shouting and
them.

and completely burn the fortresses of blowing trumpets loudly
Bozrah, the biggest city in Edom.”
while I am causing Moab to be de13
stroyed
Yahweh also said this to me:
3
and while I am getting rid of its king
”I will punish the people of Ammon because of the many sins that they have com- and all its leaders.
mitted;
That will surely happen because I,
I will not change my mind about pun- Yahweh, have said it!”
ishing them,
4
Yahweh also said this:

because their soldiers even ripped open
”I will punish the people of Judah bethe bellies of pregnant women
cause of the many sins that they have comwhen their army attacked the region mitted;
of Gilead to gain more territory.
I will not change my mind about pun14
I will cause a ﬁre to completely burn ishing them,
the walls of the city of Rabbah
because they have rejected what I
and to completely burn its fortresses. taught them
and they have not obeyed my comDuring that battle, their enemies will
mands.
shout loudly
They have been deceived and perand the ﬁghting will be like a great
suaded to worship false gods,
storm.
15

After the battle, the king of Ammon
the same gods that their ancestors
and his oﬃcials will go into exile.”
worshiped.
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5

So I will cause a ﬁre to completely
but I got rid of them completely,
burn everything in Judah, including the
as easily as someone cuts off the
fortresses in Jerusalem.”
branches of a tree and then digs out all the
6
roots.
Yahweh also said this:
10
I brought your ancestors out of Egypt,
”I will punish the people of Israel because of the many sins that they have comand then I led them through the desert
mitted;
for forty years.
I will not change my mind about punThen I enabled them to conquer the
ishing them,
land of the Amorites, Canaan.

because they sell righteous people to get
11
I chose some of you Israelites to be
a small amount of silver;
prophets,
they sell poor people, causing them
and I chose others to be Nazir who
to become slaves,
were completely dedicated to me.

getting for each of them only the
You people of Israel certainly know that
amount of money with which they could what I have said is true!
buy a pair of sandals.
12
But you commanded the prophets
7
It is as though they trample the poor to not speak the messages that I gave to
people into the dirt
them,
and do not treat the helpless fairly.
and you persuaded the Nazir to drink
Men and their fathers dishonor me wine,
by sleeping with the same slave girl.
which I told them never to do.
8
13
When poor people borrow money,
So I will crush you

the lenders force those people to
as the wheels of a wagon that is loaded
give to them a piece of clothing for them with grain crushes whatever it rolls over.
to keep until he can pay back the money.
14
Even if you run fast,
But at the end of each day, instead of reyou will not escape;
turning that garment as Yahweh had commanded them to,
even if you are strong, it will be as
they lie down on that garment at the though you are weak,
places where they worship their gods!

and warriors will be unable to save
themselves.
They make people pay money for vari15
ous reasons,
Even if you are able to shoot arrows
and then they drink it in the temples well,
of their gods.

you will be forced to retreat;

9

Long ago, to assist your ancestors, I
even if you run fast or if you ride away
got rid of the Amor people group.
on a horse,
trees

They seemed to be as tall as cedar

and as strong as oak trees,

you will not be able to save yourself.
16

Even warriors who are very brave
will drop their weapons

1284

AMOS
when they try to ﬂee on the day that
I get rid of them.
That will surely happen because I, Yahweh, have said it.”

Chapter 3

Yahweh is the one who has caused it.
7

Whatever Yahweh plans to do,
he tells his prophets about it.

8

Everyone certainly becomes terriﬁed
when they hear a lion roar;
Yahweh the Lord has given messages
to prophets,

they certainly must proclaim those mes”You people of Israel, I brought all your
sages,
ancestors out of Egypt;
even though they terrify people.
so listen to what I am saying about
9
you.
Proclaim to the people who guard the
2
strongholds
in Ashdod,
From all the people groups on the
1

earth,

and to those who protect the fortresses
in the land of Egypt, and say this,

I chose and took care of only you.
That is the reason that I will punish you
for the sins that you have committed.”
3

Two people certainly cannot walk together

”Come together on the hills of Samaria,
and see how much the people in that
city are frightened,

and see the way the people are suffering because of what they are doing to
if they have not already agreed what each other!”
place they will start walking from.
10
Yahweh says that the people there do
4

roar

A lion in a forest certainly does not not know how to do things that are right.

if it has not killed another animal.
It does not growl in its den

Their homes are ﬁlled with valuable
things that they have stolen or taken violently from others.

11
So Yahweh our God says that soon their
if it is not eating the ﬂesh of an animal
enemies will come
that it has caught.
and tear down their defenses
5
No one can catch a bird
and take away those valuable things.
if he does not set a trap for it.
12
Yahweh has declared this:
A trap does not spring shut
”When a lion attacks a sheep,
when some animal has not sprung
sometimes a shepherd is able to snatch
the trap.
from the lion’s mouth
6
Similarly, all the people in a city ceronly two legs or an ear of the sheep.
tainly become afraid
Similarly, only a few people from
when they hear someone blowing a
Samaria will escape,
trumpet
just as if someone could save only a
to signal that enemies are attacking. part of a couch or a bed from a ﬁre in the
And when a city experiences disaster, house.”U
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13

Yahweh, commander of the angel
your enemies will take you away using
armies, says this:
sharp hooks to grab you.
3

”Proclaim this message about the descendants of Jacob:

Your enemies will drag you out

and you will go through breaks in
your
city
walls,
When I, Yahweh, punish the people
of Israel
and they will force you to go toward
14

because of the sins that they have Harmon.
committed,
That will surely happen because I, YahI will cause the altars at the town of weh, have said it!
4
Bethel to be destroyed;
Go ahead: go to the hilltop places of
even the projections at the corners idol worship that are at Bethel and Gilgal,
of the altars will be cut off and fall to the where many people worship me;
ground.

go and rebel more and more against

I will cause the houses that they live me!
in during the winter to be torn down;
Offer sacriﬁces on the morning after
and the houses they live in during the you arrive,
15

summer, they will also be torn down.

Beautiful big houses and houses
that are decorated with ivory will be destroyed.

and bring me a tenth of your crops
the next day.
5

Bring offerings of bread to thank me,

and other offerings that are not reThat will surely happen because I, Yah- quired,
weh, have said it!”
and boast about these offerings that you
bring,

Chapter 4
1

because that is what you like to do;
but you do it to impress others, not to
please me.

You wealthy women of Samaria who
That is certainly true, because I, Yahhave grown fat like the fat cows of the reweh,
have said it.
gion of Bashan.
6
I am the one who caused there to be
You oppress poor people,
no food in any of your cities and towns,
and you cause needy people to suffer.
but you rejected me in spite of that.
And you say to your husbands,
7
When it was still three months before
“Bring us more wine to drink!”
the time of harvesting crops,
2

But Yahweh our God has said this:

at the time when your crops needed
”Because I am holy, I solemnly rain the most,
promise this:
I prevented rain from falling.
It will soon be the time when you all
Sometimes I allowed rain to fall on some
will be taken to another country;
towns
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and prevented it from falling on other
Those of you who did not die were like
towns.
a burning stick that was snatched from a
ﬁre so that it would not burn completely.
Rain fell on some ﬁelds,
But in spite of that, you rejected me.
but it did not fall on other ﬁelds,
That is certainly true, because I, Yahwith the result that the soil in those weh, have said it!
ﬁelds where it did not rain dried up.
12
So now, you people of Israel, I am
8
Your people would stagger from one going to punish you.
town to another town to ﬁnd water,
Prepare to stand in front of me, your
but they could not even get enough God, when I judge you!
water to drink,
13
I created the mountains,
but in spite of that, you have not reand the winds.
turned to me.
I reveal to humans what I am thinking.
That is certainly true because I, Yahweh,
and sometimes cause the daylight to
have said it!
become dark like the night.
9
Many times I struck your crops with
I rule over everything,
disease and mildew.
and even walk on the highest mounThe locusts devoured your gardens
tains on the earth!
and vineyards,
I am Yahweh, commander of the angel
your ﬁg trees and olive trees, yet you armies!”
did not return to me
—this is Yahweh’s declaration.”
10

Chapter 5

I caused you to experience plagues

like the plagues that I sent to the peo- 1 You people of Israel, listen to this funeral
ple of Egypt.
song that I will sing about you:
I caused many of your young men to die
2
”You are like a young woman,
in battles.
but in spite of that, you will certainly
and allowed your enemies to capture be struck down
your horses.
and you will never get up again!
Many of your soldiers were killed,
You will lie on the ground, abandoned,
and your camps were ﬁlled with the
and there will be no one to help you
smell of their corpses.
stand up.”
But in spite of that, you rejected me.

3

This is what Yahweh the Lord says to the
people
of Israel:
That is certainly true, because I, Yahweh, have said it!
”When your enemies attack you,
11

I got rid of many of you,

and when a thousand of your soldiers
like the people in Sodom and Gomor- go into battle,
only a hundred will survive.
rah.
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When a hundred soldiers march out
and then he dumps the water from
from a city to ﬁght,
the clouds onto the earth.
only ten will remain alive.”
4

Yahweh continues to say to the people of
Israel:
”You Israelite people, return to me!
If you do that, you will continue to
remain alive.
5

Do not go to Bethel to seek my help;
do not go to Gilgal to worship;

do not go to Beersheba,
because your enemies will drag away
the people of Gilgal to other countries,
and they will completely destroy
Bethel.”
6

So come to Yahweh;

The one who does those things is Yahweh.
9

He causes strong soldiers to be killed,

and he causes the high walls around
cities to fall down.
10

He is the one who will punish you

because you hate those who challenge anyone who tries to make unjust decisions;
you hate those who tell the truth in
your courts.
11

You oppress poor people and force
them to pay big taxes.
So you have built big stone mansions
for yourselves,
but you will not be able to live in them.

if you do that, you will remain alive.

You have planted vineyards,

If you do not do that,

but there will not be any grapes for
Yahweh will come down on you de- you to harvest to make wine.
scendants of Joseph like a ﬁre;
12
I know all of your sins
that ﬁre will burn everything in Bethel
and the terrible crimes that you have
and nothing will be able to save that committed.
town.
You oppress righteous people,
7

You people distort what is right;
you make others think that it is something
very bitter;
you treat good things as though they
were evil.
8

God created all the groups of stars

and you accept bribes.
You do not allow judges to treat poor
people justly.
13

This is a time when many people do
evil things,
so people who have good sense say
nothing at all.

and he put them in their places.
Each morning he causes the darkness
to become the dawn,

14

In order to remain alive,

you must stop doing what is wrong,
and each evening he causes the day- and start doing what is right.
light to become darkness.
If you do that, Yahweh, commander of
He scoops up water from the oceans to the angel armies, will be with you
as you claim that he always is.

become clouds,
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15

evil!

Love what is good, and hate what is

21

Yahweh says, ”I hate your religious
celebrations

and the times when you gather to
Try to cause judges in your courts to
worship me;
make decisions that are right!
I detest them all.

If you do those things, perhaps Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies,

22

Even if you bring me offerings to burn
on
the
altar and offerings of grain,
will act mercifully toward you descendants of Joseph who are still alive.
I will no longer accept them.
16

”Because I, Yahweh, will punish you for
Even if you bring me offerings to restore
your sins, this is what I have solemnly de- fellowship with me,
clared:
I will not pay any attention to them.
People will be wailing loudly in every
23
So stop singing noisy songs!
street,
I will not listen when you play harps.
and people will be shocked in every
24
Instead, act justly and righteously;
plaza.
you should do this and never stop;
Farmers will be called to come and
if you do, it will be like the water in a
weep,
river that never stops ﬂowing.
along with the other oﬃcial mourners
25
You Israelite people, your anceswho will wail for those who have died.
tors wandered through the wilderness for
17
People will be wailing in your vine- forty years;
yards,
and during that time, they never
because I will punish you severely.
brought any sacriﬁces and offerings to
That will surely happen because I, Yah- me!

weh, have said it!”

26

But you carried the two idols that you
18
Terrible things will happen to you have made—
Sikkuth, the god whom you call ‘king,’
who want Yahweh to punish his enemies,
and Kaiwan, the image of the star that
because that will be a day of darkness,
you
worship.
not of light.

27
For I will now force you to go to a
At that time, when you try to run from
country that is far beyond Damascus!
a lion,
That will surely happen because I,
you will face a bear.
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
When you run into your house to be have said it!”
safe,
19

and you put your hand on the wall,
it will be bitten by a snake.
20

That day, when he punishes people,
will certainly be awful, like a dark night
without even a little bit of light.

Chapter 6
1

Terrible things will happen to you
people in Jerusalem who are not worried
about anything,
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and also to you leaders who live on the
and you will be among the ﬁrst ones to
hill of the city of Samaria, you who think be forced by your enemies to go into exile.
that you are safe.
8
Yahweh the Lord has solemnly declared
You call yourselves the most important this:
people in the world,
”I hate the people of Israel because they
and you are the leaders to whom are very proud;
Israelites go for help.
I detest their fortresses.
2
You tell them, ”Just go to the city of
I will enable their enemies to capture
Kalneh and look at it.
their capital city
Then go to see the great city Hamath

and everything in it.”

and to Gath in Philistia and look at it. When that happens, if there are ten peoThey are all prosperous.
ple in one house, they will all die. 10 If
Now your lands are better than those a relative who has the task of burning
places, and your two countries—Judah their corpses comes to the house and inand Samaria—are bigger. So you are quires of anyone who is still hiding there,
“Is there anyone here with you?” and that
safe.”
person replies “No,” the one who inquired
3
Terrible things will happen to you
will say, “Be quiet! You must not call Yahleaders! You are trying to avoid thinking
weh’s attention to us by mentioning his
about the coming time when you will exname, or he may have a reason to kill us!”
perience disasters,
11
Terrible things like that will happen
when your enemies will violently
because Yahweh has commanded that the
attack you.
large houses in Israel must be smashed
4
You follow foreign customs in reclining into pieces,
to dine on couches decorated with expenand small houses must be smashed
sive ivory,
into tiny bits.
on soft couches.
12
Horses certainly do not run on big
You eat the tender meat of lambs
rocks,
9

and fat calves.

and certainly people cannot plow the
rocks
with oxen.
You create new songs as if you had
nothing better to do,
But you have done things that no one
and you play them on your harps like should do:
5

King David did.
6

You have distorted what is fair;

You drink entire bowlfuls of wine,

you have changed what is right and
consider
it to be like things that are bitter.
and you put expensive oils on your
13
bodies,
You are proud because you have capbut you do not grieve about our tured the town of Lo Debar,
country of Israel, which is about to be deand you have said, “We captured Karstroyed.
naim by our own power!”
7

14
Your feasting and lounging on soft
But Yahweh, commander of the angel
couches will soon end,
armies, declares,
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”I will cause a certain nation to attack ple, to show that they are like a wall that
you people of Israel;
is not straight. I will not change my mind
they will oppress you all the way from again about punishing them.
Hamath Pass in the northwest

9

The hilltop places of idolatry where the
descendants of Isaac worship idols will be
destroyed.

to the brook of the Arabah.

And the other important holy places
in Israel will also be destroyed.

Chapter 7
1

Yahweh our God showed me in a vision
that he was going to send locusts to destroy our crops. It was going to happen
right after the king’s share of the hay had
been harvested and before the rest of the
hay was ready to be harvested. 2 In the vision I saw those locusts come, and they ate
everything that was green. Then I cried
out, “Yahweh our Lord, please forgive us!
We Israelite people are very helpless; how
will we be able to survive ?”
3

So Yahweh changed his mind and said,
“That will not happen.”
4

Then this is what Yahweh our Lord
showed me in another vision: He was calling to a ﬁre to come and punish his people. In the vision I saw that the ﬁre had
dried up the water under all the land and
also had burned everything on the land. 5
Then I cried out again, “Yahweh our Lord,
I plead with you, please stop this! We Israelite people are very helpless; how will
we be able to survive ?”

And I will enable your enemies to attack
your people with swords,
and they will get rid of King Jeroboam
and all his descendants.”
10

Then Amaziah the priest at Bethel, sent
a message to Jeroboam, the king of Israel.
In the message he said, ”Amos is plotting
against you among the Israelite people. I
am worried that the people of this country
will not know that he is wrong. 11 This is
what he is saying:
’Jeroboam will soon be killed by someone using a sword,
iled.’”

and the people of Israel will be ex-

12

Then Amaziah came to me and said,
”You prophet, get out of here! Go back to
the country of Judah! Do your prophesying there if you want to earn money! 13
Do not prophesy anymore here at Bethel,
because this is where the national temple,
the king’s temple, is!”

6

So Yahweh changed his mind again, and 14 I replied to Amaziah, ”I was previously
said, “That also will not happen.”
not a prophet and my father was not a
7
Then Yahweh showed me another vi- prophet; I was a shepherd. I also took care
15
sion. I saw him standing beside a wall. of sycamore ﬁg trees. But Yahweh took
It was very straight because it had been me away from taking care of my sheep,
built using a plumb line. Yahweh had the and he said to me, ‘Go to Israel and prophplumb line in his hand. 8 Yahweh asked esy to my people there!’
16
me, “Amos, what do you see?”
You said to me, ’Do not prophesy and
I replied, “A plumb line.”

Then Yahweh said, ”Look, I am going to
use a plumb line among my Israelite peo-

say that terrible things will happen to the
people of Israel;
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17

So listen to what Yahweh says about
We wish that the Sabbath would end
you:
soon,
in order that we may again be permit’Your wife will become a prostitute in
ted to sell our wheat.—
this very city;
When we sell it,

your sons and daughters will die because their enemies will kill them.
Others will measure your land
and divide it up among themselves;

we can charge a big price for it,
and we can cheat people by using scales
that do not weigh correctly.
6

and you yourself will die in a foreign
country.

We will sell wheat that is no good.

Those who are needy and poor and
who
do
not have money to buy things,
And the people of Israel will certainly
have to leave their country and go into exwe will make them our slaves
ile.’”
by buying them with the little amount
of silver with which we could buy a pair of
sandals!”

Chapter 8

7

Yahweh has declared, ”As I live, I, whom
you should worship: I solemnly declare
1
Yahweh showed me in a vision a basket that I will not forget the evil things that
full of ripe fruit. 2 He asked me, “Amos, you have done.
what do you see?”
8
Because of those evil things, your counI replied, “A basket of very ripe fruit.”
try will certainly soon tremble,
He said, ”That indicates that it almost the
and all of you will mourn.
end for my Israelite people. I will not
It will be as though it will repeatedly
change my mind again about punishing
rise and fall
them.
like the Nile River that gets full of
3
Soon the people will be wailing instead water and overﬂows its banks
of singing in the temple. There will be
and then settles back into its riverbed.
corpses everywhere, and people will say
nothing as they remove them. These 9 At the time when I punish my people,
things will surely happen because I, YahI will cause the sun to set at noontime,
weh, have said it!”
and the entire earth will be dark in
4
It is as though you people were tramthe daytime.
pling on the needy people,
and you destroy the poor people.
5

You habitually say,

10

I will cause your religious celebrations to become times when you mourn;

instead of singing, everyone will be
”We wish that the new moon festival weeping.
would end soon,
Because of what I will do, all of you
in order that we may be allowed to will wear rough sackcloth and shave your
sell our grain.
heads
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to show that you are sorrowing.

”Strike the tops of the pillars of the temple,
I will cause that time to be like when
people mourn after an only son has died.
until they become loose and fall down,
All of you will be very sad all of that
time.”
11

And Yahweh our God says this:

so that the foundation will shake.
Then cause the pieces of the temple to
fall down on the people who are inside.

”It will soon be the time when
I will kill with a sword anyone who tries
I will cause something to be very scarce
to ﬂee;
throughout the country.
no one will escape.
But it will not be a time when there is
2
no food or water;
If they dig deep pits in the ground,
it will instead be a time when there even all the way to the place of the dead,

will be no messages from me for anyone
to hear.

or if they try to climb up to the sky

in order to escape,

12

People will stagger from the Dead Sea
to the Mediterranean Sea,
east,

and wander from the north to the

I will reach out and grab them.
3

If they go to the top of Mount Carmel
to escape,
I will search for them and seize them.

searching for a message from me,
but there will not be any.
13

At that time,

If they try to hide from me at the bottom
of the sea,

I will command the huge sea monster
even beautiful young women and
to bite them.
strong young men will faint
4
If their enemies capture them and
because they will be very thirsty.
force them to go to other countries,
14
Those who make oaths using the name
I will command that they be killed
of their shameful god of Samaria,
there
with
swords.
and those who solemnly promise to
do something using the name of the god of
I am determined to get rid of them, not
Dan,
to help them.”

5
and those who swear using the name
When Yahweh, commander of the anof the god of Beersheba—
gel armies, touches the earth, it melts,
they will all die;
and all over the earth many people

they will never get up again.”

Chapter 9

die, and the others mourn for them.

It is as though Yahweh causes the earth
repeatedly to rise and fall
like water in the Nile River rises and

falls.
Yahweh showed me another vision. In
6
He builds his beautiful palace in
the vision, I saw him standing next to the
heaven
altar. He said,
1
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11
and sets the sky to be like a dome over
”The kingdom over which King David
the earth.
ruled has been destroyed, like a house
that collapsed and then became ruins.
He scoops up the water from the ocean
But some day I will cause it to be a
and puts it into clouds,
kingdom again.
and then empties the clouds onto the
I will cause it to prosper again
earth.
just like it did previously.
His name is Yahweh.
12

When that happens, your armies will
seize the remaining part of the region of
you are certainly now no more im- Edom,
portant to me than the people of Ethiopia.
and they will also seize the other na7

Yahweh says, ”You people of Israel,

I brought your ancestors here from tions that previously belonged to me.
Egypt,
I, Yahweh, have said that I will do these
things,
but I also brought the people of Philistia from the Island of Crete,

and I brought the people of Aram
from the region of Kir.
8

I, Yahweh the Lord, have seen that you
people in the kingdom of Israel are very
sinful,
so I will destroy you.

and I will certainly cause them to
happen.

13

There will be a time when your crops
will grow very well;
very soon after the crops are harvested,
farmers will plow the ground to plant
more crops in it again,

and soon after the vineyards are
But I will not get rid of all you descenplanted,
dants of Jacob.
farmers will harvest grapes and tread
That is what will surely happen be- on them to make wine.
cause I, Yahweh, have said it.
And because there will be very much
9
When I command it, it will be as wine,
though I will shake you Israelite people
it will seem as though wine is ﬂowing
who are living in various nations,
down from the hills.
as farmer shakes a sieve to separate
14
I will cause you, my Israelite people,
the stone pebbles from the grain
to prosper again.
in order that they do not fall on the
You will rebuild your towns and live
ground with the grain.
in them.
10

From among my people,

You will plant vineyards and drink the
wine
made from the grapes that grows in
all you sinful people who say, ‘We will
not experience disasters; nothing evil will them.
15
happen to us,’
I will enable you to live in your land
your enemies will kill you with their again,
swords.”

the land that I gave to your ancestors;
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it.

never again will you be forced to leave

That is what will surely happen because I, Yahweh, have said it.”
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Everything that is valuable will be
taken away.

Chapter 1

Your enemies will ﬁnd and take
away even the valuable things that you
have hidden.

6

7
All your allies will turn against you,
This is a message that Yahweh our God
gave to me, Obadiah, about the Edom peoand they will force you to leave your
ple group.
country.
Yahweh our God has told me this about
Those with whom you have peace now
the people of Edom:
will trick you and defeat you.
1

”I, Yahweh, have sent a messenger to
Those who eat meals with you now
other nations,
are planning to trap you,
telling them to prepare to go and
and then they will say to you, ‘You are
attack Edom.”
not as clever as you thought you were!’
2

And Yahweh says this to the people of
8
I, Yahweh, declare that at the time that
Edom:
I destroy Edom,
”I will soon cause you to become the
I will punish the men who live in those
weakest and most despised nation on the cliffs who thought that they were wise.
earth.
9
The soldiers from Teman town will
3
Your capital city is high in the rocky become terriﬁed;
cliffs,
all you people who are descendants
and you are very proud;
of Esau will be wiped out.”
you think that you are safe because no
10
”You acted cruelly to your relatives
army can attack you,
who are descendants of Jacob, the twin
brother of your ancestor Esau.

but you have deceived yourselves.

So now you will be disgraced, and you
And I tell you that even if you had
wings and could ﬂy higher than eagles ﬂy, will be destroyed forever.
4

11
Foreigners entered the gates of
and if you could make your homes
Jerusalem
among the stars,

and cast lots to share out among themI would bring you crashing down from
selves the valuable things they found;
there.
5

When thieves break into someone’s
house during the night,

but you were as bad as those foreigners,

because you just stood there and did
they certainly steal only the things not help the Israelites.
that they want.
12
You should not have gloated about

And people who pick grapes always the disaster that the Israelites were experiencing.
leave a few grapes on the vines.
You should not have been happy when
But your country will be completely
their towns were ruined.
destroyed!
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18
You should not have made fun of them
The descendants of Jacob and his son
when they were suffering.
Joseph will be like a ﬁre,

and the people of Edom will be like
stubble that will be completely burned in
so you should not have entered their
that ﬁre.
city gates when they were experiencing
Not one person will remain alive.
those disasters
13

They are my people,

That will surely happen because I, Yahand you should not have laughed at
weh, have said it.”
them.
19
The Israelites who live in the southAnd you should not have taken away
ern
Judean
wilderness are the ones who
their valuable possessions.
will capture Edom.
14
You should not have stood at crossAnd those who live in the western
roads
foothills will capture the region of Phoenito catch those who were trying to cia and the areas of Ephraim and Samaria.
escape.
And people of the tribe of Benjamin will
You should not have captured them and conquer the region of Gilead.
put them into the hands of their enemies
20
The great number of the people of Iswhen they were experiencing those rael who were captured and taken away,
disasters.”
they will return to the land,
15
”There will soon be the time when I,
and they will capture the land that
Yahweh, will judge and punish all the na- was ruled by the people of Canaan, and
tions.
they will take possession of the land as far

And you people of Edom will expe- north as Zarephath.
rience the same disasters that you caused
Those people of Israel who were
others to experience.
captured and taken away from Jerusalem,
The same evil things that you have done and who live in Sepharad, they will take
possession of the cities in the Negev,
to others will happen to you.
which is the southern Judean wilderness.
16
It is as though you drank a cup of very
21
The army of Jerusalem will attack
bitter liquid on Zion, my sacred hill.
Edom and conquer it,
But I will punish all the other nations
and Yahweh will be their king.
just as severely,
and cause them to disappear completely.
17

But some people in Jerusalem will
escape,
and Jerusalem will become a very
holy place.
Then the descendants of Jacob will conquer and possess again the land that truly
belongs to them.
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to?” 9 Jonah replied, ”I am a Hebrew. I
worship Yahweh God, who lives in heaven.
He is the one who made the sea and the
land. 10 I am running away from Yahweh, he is the one who called me to be
a prophet.” After the sailors heard that,
1
One day Yahweh said to the prophet they were terriﬁed. So they said to him,
Jonah son of Amittai, 2 “I have seen how “Do you realize what trouble you have
wicked the people are who live in the caused?”
great city of Nineveh. Therefore go there 11
The storm kept getting worse and the
and warn the people that I am planwaves kept getting bigger. So one of the
ning to destroy their city because of their
sailors asked Jonah, “What should we do
sins.” 3 But instead of going to Nineveh,
with you in order to make the sea become
Jonah went in the direction of the city of
calm for us?” 12 He replied, “Pick me up
Tarshish, to get away from Yahweh. He
and throw me into the sea. If you do that,
went down to the city of Joppa. There he
it will become calm for you. I know that
paid the money to travel on a ship that
this terrible storm happened because I did
was going to the city of Tarshish, and he
not do what Yahweh told me to do.”
got on.
13
But the sailors did not want to do that.
4
Then he went down to a lower deck, lay
Instead, they tried hard to row the ship
down, and went to sleep. But Yahweh
back to the land. But they could not do
caused a very strong wind to blow, and
that, because the storm continued to get
there was such a violent storm that the
worse.
sailors thought that the ship would break
apart. 5 The sailors were very frightened. 14 Therefore they prayed to Yahweh, and
Because of that, they each started to pray one of them prayed, “O Yahweh, please
to their own gods to save them. Then they do not say we are guilty if we make this
threw the cargo into the sea to make the man die; please do not kill us. O Yahweh,
ship lighter so that it would not sink eas- you have done what you wanted to do.” 15
Then they picked Jonah up and threw him
ily.
into the sea. Then the sea became calm. 16
6
Then the captain went down to where
When that happened, the sailors became
Jonah was sleeping soundly. He awoke
greatly awed at Yahweh’s power. So they
him and said to him, “How can you sleep
offered a sacriﬁce to Yahweh, and they
during a storm like this? Get up and pray
strongly promised him that they would do
to your god! Perhaps he will pity us and
things that would please him.
save us, so that we will not drown!”
17
While they were doing that, Yahweh
7
Then the sailors said to each other, “We
need to cast lots, to determine who has sent a huge ﬁsh that swallowed Jonah.
caused all this trouble!” So they did that, Then Jonah was inside the ﬁsh for three
days and three nights.
and the lot indicated Jonah.

Chapter 1

8

So various ones of them asked him,
“Who is the one who has caused us all
this trouble?” “What work do you do?”
“Where are you coming from?” “What
country and what people do you belong

Chapter 2
1

While he was inside the huge ﬁsh, Jonah
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prayed to Yahweh God, whom he wor- to vomit out Jonah, and the ﬁsh vomited
shiped. 2 Jonah said,
out Jonah onto the dry land.
”Yahweh, when I was greatly distressed here, I prayed to you, and you
heard what I prayed. When I was about to
descend way down into the place where
dead people go, you heard me when I 1 Then Yahweh said to Jonah again, 2 “Go
called out for you to help me.
to that huge city of Nineveh, and tell them
3
You threw me down into the deep the message that I gave you previously.”
water, into the bottom of the sea. The cur- 3 So this time Jonah obeyed Yahweh, and
rents you made in the sea swirled around he went to Nineveh. That city was very
me, and the huge waves crashed above big. A person had to walk for three days
me.
4
to completely go through it.
When

Chapter 3

4

Then I thought, ‘You have banished
me, and I will never be able to enter your
presence again. But in spite of what you
do to me, one day I will again see your holy
temple in Jerusalem!’
5

The water surrounded me and almost drowned me. Seaweed was wrapped
around my head.
6

Jonah arrived, he began walking through
the city for one day. Then he started to
proclaim to the people, “Forty days from
now, Nineveh will be destroyed!”
5

The people of Nineveh believed God’s
message. They all decided that everyone
should begin fasting. So everyone, including all the important people and all the
unimportant people, did that. They also
put on coarse cloth, to show that they
were sorry for having sinned.

I sank down to where the mountains start rising from the bottom of the
sea. I thought that forever it would be as
6
though my body would be in a prison in- The king of Nineveh heard about Jonah’s
message. So he took off his royal robes,
side the earth below me.
and he also put on coarse cloth. He left
But you, Yahweh God, whom I wor- his throne and sat down where there were
ship, rescued me from going down to the cold ashes, to show that he also was sorry
place of the dead!
for having sinned. 7 Then he sent messen7
When I was almost dead, Yahweh, I gers to proclaim to the people in Nineveh:
thought about you. You heard my prayer, ”My advisors and I have decreed that no
up there where you are, in your holy tem- one may eat or drink anything. Do not
even allow your animals to eat or drink. 8
ple.
Instead, every person must put on coarse
8
All those who worship worthless
cloth. Put coarse cloth on your animals,
idols are rejecting you, the one who could
too. Then everyone must pray fervently to
act faithfully toward them.
God. And everyone must stop doing evil
9
But I will sing to thank you, and I actions, and stop acting violently toward
will offer a sacriﬁce to you. I will surely do others. 9 Perhaps, if everyone does that,
what I have solemnly promised to do. Yah- God may change his mind and be merciweh, you are the one who is able to save ful to us, and stop being very angry with
us. If that happens, we will not die.”
us.”
10

Then Yahweh commanded the huge ﬁsh

10
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they were doing, and he saw that they had faint. He wanted to die, and he said, “It
stopped doing evil actions. So he pitied would be better for me to die than to conthem, and he did not get rid of them as he tinue to live!”
had threatened to do.
9
But God asked Jonah, “Is it right for you
to be angry about what happened to the
vine?” Jonah replied, “Yes, it is right! Now
I am angry enough to die!”

Chapter 4

10
1

But Jonah felt that it was very bad that
God had not destroyed Nineveh. He became very angry. 2 He prayed to Yahweh, ”Oh, Yahweh, what you have done
is just what I thought that you would do
even before I left home. The reason I
ran away to go to Tarshish was to stop
this very thing from happening, because
I knew that you act very kindly and compassionately toward all people. You do not
quickly become angry with people who
do evil. You love people very much, and
you change your mind about punishing
people who sin. 3 So now, Oh Yahweh,
since you will not destroy Nineveh as you
said you would, please allow me to die, because now it would be better for me to die
than to continue to live.”

But Yahweh said to him, ”You were concerned about that vine when I caused it
to wither, even though you did not take
care of it, and you did not make it grow.
It just grew up during one night and it
completely withered at the end of the next
night. 11 But there are more than 120,000
people in Nineveh, that huge city, who
cannot tell right from wrong, and there
are also many cattle. So is it not right for
me to be concerned about those people,
and not want to destroy them?”

4

Yahweh replied, “Is it right for you to be
angry that I did not destroy the city?”
5

Jonah did not reply. He went out of the
city to the east side of it. He made a small
shelter in order that he could sit under
it and be protected from the sun. He sat
under the shelter and waited to see what
6
Then Yahwould happen to the city.
weh God caused a vine to grow up immediately to shade Jonah’s head from the
sun and to save him from his discomfort.
Jonah was very happy about having the
vine over his head. 7 But before dawn the
next day, God sent a worm that chewed
the vine, with the result that the vine withered. 8 Then, when the sun rose high in
the sky, God sent a very hot wind from the
east, and the sun shone very strongly on
Jonah’s head, with the result that he felt
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I will cause the stones of its buildings to
roll down into the valley.
I will destroy the buildings down to
their foundations.

Chapter 1

7

I will make others smash the idols in
Yahweh gave Micah, who was from Samaria to pieces.
Moresheth in Judah, these messages in viThe gifts given to prostitutes at the temsions about Samaria and Jerusalem dur- ples of their idols will be burned in ﬁre.
ing the time when Jotham, and then Ahaz,
Because people paid prostitutes there,
and then Hezekiah were the kings of Judah.
their enemies will take away those
2
You people everywhere on the earth, idols and sell them to pay prostitutes in
other countries.
pay attention to this.
1

8
Because Samaria will be destroyed, I
Yahweh our God is accusing you from
will
weep
and wail.
his holy temple in heaven.
3

I will walk around barefoot and naked.

He will come down from heaven

and walk over the high places where
you worship idols.
4

I will howl like a jackal
and screech like an owl.

It will be as though the mountains will
9
I will lament because Samaria will be
melt under his feet
completely destroyed;
as wax melts in front of a ﬁre,
nothing can save that city.
and as water disappears
But the same thing will happen to Judah.
when it rushes down into a valley.
It is as though the enemy army had al5
Those things will happen because ready reached the city gates of Jerusalem,
of the terrible sins that the people of Isthe main city where my people live.
rael, the descendants of Jacob, have com10
Do not tell that to our enemies in the
mitted.
city of Gath in Philistia!
But it was the people of the city of
Do not cry, or the people there will
Samaria who persuaded all the people of
ﬁnd out what is happening.
Israel to sin.
And it was because the people of
Instead, just roll on the ground in Beth
Jerusalem set up altars to worship their Leaphrah.
gods
11
You people who live in Shaphir,
that the other people of Judah thought
naked and ashamed, you will be taken
they should also worship idols on the hillto another country.
tops.
You people in Beth Ezel should mourn,
6
Yahweh says this: ”I will cause Samaria
because no one from Zaanan will go
to become a heap of rubble;
out to help you.
it will be only a ﬁeld for planting
12
The people of Maroth
vineyards.
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are anxiously waiting for good things
Then you get up at dawn, and you do
to happen to them.
those things
as soon as you are able to do them.

But I will make terrible things to happen
to them,

2

You want ﬁelds that belong to other
and they will soon happen at the gates people,
of Jerusalem.”
so you seize them;
13

You people in the city of Lachish,

you also take their houses.

You cheat people to get their homes,
hitch your horses to pull the chariots
in which you can ride to ﬂee from your entaking away the property that belongs
emies.
to their families.
The Israelite people rebelled against 3 Therefore, this is what Yahweh says:
Yahweh,
”I will cause you people of Israel to exand you imitated them,
perience disasters,
and that caused the people of Jerusalem
and you will not be able to escape
to start sinning, too.
from them.
You will no longer walk around proudly,

14

You people of Judah, send a farewell
gift to the people of Moresheth,

because when that happens, it will be
because their enemies will soon de- a time of much trouble for you.
4
stroy it.
At that time, your enemies will make
fun
of
you rich people;
The kings of Israel will soon ﬁnd out
that the people of the town of Akzib will
they will ridicule you by singing this
disappoint them.
sad song about you:
15

You people of Mareshah,

’We Israelites are completely ruined;
Yahweh is taking our land from us,

Yahweh will soon send someone to
conquer your town.

and he will give it to those who capture
us.’”
It will be necessary for the great lead5
ers of Israel to go and hide in the cave near
So when it is the time for the land to
Adullam.
be given back to you people who belong to
16
Yahweh,
You people of Judah, shave your heads
and go into mourning,
there will be no one alive among you
because the children whom you love rich families to receive back any of that
land.
will soon go into exile.
6

Chapter 2

The people who heard me say that
replied to me,
”Do not prophesy such things!

Do not say that Yahweh is going to
Terrible things will happen to you who humiliate us by causing us to experience
lie awake at night,
disasters!”
1

7

planning to do wicked things.
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You say that Yahweh never gets angry,
and that he never really punishes us.”

like a shepherd gathers his sheep into
a pen,

and there will be many of you in your
Of course, what I say certainly helps
land.
those who live in the right way.
13
Your leader will enable them to leave
8
But Yahweh says,
the countries where they have been ex”Recently my people have been acting iled;
toward me like an enemy.
he will lead them out of the gates of
You rich people refuse to return the their enemies’ cities,
coats of those who have borrowed money
back to your own country.
from you,
Your king will lead them;
the coats they gave you to promise
it is I, Yahweh, who will be their king!”
that they would repay their debts.
You take their coats without warning, surprising them as much as soldiers
returning from war would be surprised
by attacks instead of safety at home.

Chapter 3

1
You have forced women to leave their Then I said, ”You Israelite leaders, listen
to what I say!
nice homes,
You should certainly know what things
and you have stolen from their children forever the blessings that I wanted to are right to do
9

give them.
10

and what things are wrong,

So get up and leave here!

2

This is not a place where you can rest
and be safe,

but you hate what is good

and love what is evil.
You act like butchers:

because you have deﬁled it.

it is as though you strip the skin off my
I will make sure it will be completely people
destroyed.
and tear the ﬂesh from their bones.
11
You people want a prophet who will
3
It is as though you chop them into
lie to you,
pieces like meat to be cooked in a pot.
saying, ‘I will preach that you should
4
Then, when you have troubles, you
drink plenty of wine and other alcoholic
plead to Yahweh to help you,
drinks!’
but he will not answer you.
That is the kind of prophet who would
please you.”
At that time, he will turn his face away
from you
12
”But some day, you descendants of
Jacob, I will bring back from exile the Isbecause of the evil things that you
raelite people who have survived.
have done.”
I will gather you together

5

This is what Yahweh says
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about your false prophets who are deYour priests teach people only if those
ceiving the people:
people pay them well.
Your false prophets require people to
pay them to tell people what will happen
those prophets say that things will go
to them in the future.
well for him.
Those prophets say, ”Yahweh is telling
But they declare that I will punish
us what we should say,
anyone who does not give them food.
and we say that we will not experience
6
So now it is as though night will de- any disasters.”
scend on you prophets;
12
Because of what you leaders do,
you will not receive any more visions.
Mount Zion will be plowed like a ﬁeld;
It is as though the sun will set for you;
it will become a heap of ruins.
the time when you are greatly honThe top of the hill, where the temple
ored will end.
is now, will be covered with trees.
7
Then you seers will be disgraced;
”If someone gives them food,

you will cover your faces because you
will be ashamed,

Chapter 4

because when you ask me what 1
Yahweh says that some day his temple
will happen, there will be no answer from
will be on top of a mountain,
me.”
and that mountain will be the most im8
But as for me, I am full of God’s power,
portant one on the earth;
power from the Spirit of Yahweh.
it will be as though it was higher than
I am just and strong
all the hills,
and declare to the Israelite people
that they have sinned and rebelled
against Yahweh.
9

You leaders of the people of Israel, listen to this:
You hate it when people do what is

just,

and when people say what is true,
you say it is false.

and huge groups of people from all over
the world will come there to worship.
2

People from many nations will say to
each other,
”Let us go to the mountain where Yahweh is,
to the temple where we can worship
the God whom Jacob worshiped.
There he will teach us how he wants us
to conduct our lives,

10

It is as though you are building houses
and we will do what he wants us to
in Jerusalem on foundations
do.”
that consist of murdering people and
Mount Zion is the place where he will
doing what is corrupt.
teach people;
11

Your leaders make favorable deciand people will go out from Jerusalem
sions only if they receive bribes.
to tell others his messages.
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3

Yahweh will settle disputes between
you who live on Mount Zion will have
many different people and groups who great power again.
are ﬁghting against each other,
You people who live in Jerusalem will
and he will also settle disputes be- again rule as you did previously.
tween powerful nations that are far away.
9
So why are you wailing now?
Then people will hammer their swords
to cause them to become plow blades,
and hammer their spears to cause
them to become pruning knives.
Armies of nations will no longer ﬁght
against armies of other nations,

Is it because you have no king?
Have all your wise people died?
You are weeping loudly like a woman
who is giving birth to a baby.
10

Well, you people of Jerusalem should
twist and groan as a woman who is having
and they will no longer train men how birth pains,
to ﬁght in wars.
because now you must leave this city.
4
Everyone will sit peacefully under his
While you are traveling, you will set up
own grapevines,
tents in open ﬁelds at night;
and under his own ﬁg trees;
you will go to live in Babylon.
no one will cause them to be afraid.

But while you are there,

That is what will surely happen because Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, has said it.
5

Many of the people of other nations
will worship their own gods,
but we will worship Yahweh our God
always, forever.
6

I, Yahweh, will rescue you;
I will free you from the power of your
enemies.
11

Now the armies of many nations have
gathered to attack you.
They are saying, ’Jerusalem must be
destroyed!

Yahweh says, ”There will soon be a time
We want to see this city when it bewhen I will gather the people whom I have
comes ruins!’”
punished,
12
The prophet says, they do not know
who have been exiled,
what Yahweh thinks;
all those whom I have caused to suffer
and they do not understand what he
much.
is planning.
7

My people who did not die while they
were exiled will become a strong nation
again.
Then I, Yahweh, will be their king,

He will gather them and punish them
ground.

as farmers thresh grain on the

13

Yahweh says, ”So, you people of
and I will rule from Jerusalem forever. Jerusalem, rise up and punish the nations
who oppose you.
8
As for you people of Jerusalem,
I will cause you to be very strong,
you who guard all of my people as a

shepherd guards his sheep from a tower,
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as if you had hooves made of bronze;
and you will crush many nations.

because Yahweh, his God, will cause
him to be strong and greatly honored.

Then the people whom he rules will live
Then you will take from your enemies
in Jerusalem safely;
the valuable things that they have taken
he will be greatly honored by people
from other countries,
all over the earth
and I will cause you to dedicate those
so no one will dare to attack Jerusalem.
things to me, the one who is the Lord of all
5
the people on the earth.”
And he will cause things to go well
with his people.
When the army of Assyria attacks our
country

Chapter 5
1

You people of Jerusalem, gather your
troops together.
Even though you have a wall around
your city to protect it,

and breaks though our fortresses,
we will appoint seven or eight leaders
to lead our army to ﬁght against them.
6

With their swords our army will defeat
the army of Assyria, whose capital Nimenemy soldiers are surrounding the rod founded long ago. Our army will rule
city.
their cities.
Soon they will strike your leader on
So our army will rescue us from the
his face with a rod.
Assyrian army
2
But you people of Bethlehem in the
when they invade our country.
district of Ephrathah,
7
The descendants of Jacob who survive
even though your town is a very small will be a blessing to the people of other naone among all the towns in Judah,
tions
someone who will rule Israel will be
like dew and rain sent by Yahweh do
born in your town.
good to the grass.
They will not trust in humans to help
He will be someone whose family exthem;
isted a very long time ago.
instead, they will rely on Yahweh.

3

Now God will allow your enemies to
conquer you, you people of Israel,
but it will be for only a short time,

8

In the midst of their enemies in many
people groups,

the descendants of Jacob who remain
like the short time that women have
great pain while their babies are being alive will be like a lion among the other
wild beasts of the forest,
born.
like a strong young lion that attacks
After that, your fellow countrymen
who were exiled will return to their own sheep in a ﬂock,
country.

and no one will be able to rescue their
enemies.
And that a man who will rule there in
9
You Israelites will defeat all your eneJerusalem will stand and lead his people
mies
well,
4
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and completely destroy them.
10

What have I done to cause you to
experience diﬃculties?

Yahweh says,

Answer me!

”At that time, I will destroy you Israelite
people’s horses that your soldiers use in
war,
together with your chariots.
11

4

I did great things for your ancestors;
I brought them out of Egypt;

I rescued them from that land where
they were slaves.

I will tear down your city walls

I sent Moses to lead them,

and destroy all your fortiﬁed cities.

and his older brother Aaron and his
I will get rid of all those among you
older sister Miriam.
who practice magic
5
My people, think about when Balak,
and the fortune tellers.
the king of Moab, requested Beor’s son Bal13
I will destroy all your idols and stone aam to curse your ancestors,
pillars,
and think about what Balaam replied.
and then you will no longer bow
Think about how your ancestors crossed
down and worship things that you yourthe Jordan River miraculously while they
selves have made.
were traveling from Acacia to Gilgal.
14
I will get rid of your poles that repreThink about those things in order that
sent the goddess Asherah,
you may know that I, Yahweh, do what is
12

and I will also destroy all your idols.

15

6

Because I will be very angry,

I will also punish the people of all the
nations who have not obeyed me.”

The Israelite people ask, ”What shall
we bring to Yahweh who lives in heaven
when we come to him and bow down
before him?
Should we bring calves that are a year
old

Chapter 6
1

right.”

Pay attention to what Yahweh will say:

that will be offerings that will be killed
and completely burned on the altar?

7
Would Yahweh be pleased if we offered
Micah says to Yahweh, ”Stand up in
to
him
a thousand rams
court and accuse the Israelites.
and ten thousand streams of olive oil?
Allow the hills and mountains to hear
what you will say.
Should we offer our ﬁrstborn children
2
The mountains must listen carefully to be sacriﬁces

to what Yahweh says about his people, so
to pay for the sins that we have comthey can be witnesses.
mitted?”
8
Indeed, Yahweh has many things to
No, because he has shown each of us
accuse his people Israel about.
what is good to do;
3

He says this: ”My people, what have I
he has shown us what he requires
done to cause trouble for you ?
each of us to do:
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he wants us to do what is just and to
love to act mercifully toward others,

but you will be able to save nothing,

because I will send your enemies to take
and he wants us to live humbly while it from you in wars.
we fellowship with him, our God.
15
You will plant crops,
9

God says this: ”I am Yahweh, so if you
are wise, you should honor me.

I am calling out to you people of
Jerusalem to tell you this:
The armies that will destroy your city
are coming,

but you will not harvest anything.
You will press olives,
oil.

but others, not you, will use the olive

You will trample on the grapes and
make wine from the juice,

so pay careful attention to me, the one
but others, not you, will drink the
who is causing them to punish you with
wine.
my rod.
16
Those things will happen to you be10
You wicked people have ﬁlled your
cause you obey only the wicked laws of
homes with valuable things
King Omri,
that you acquired by cheating others.
and you do the terrible things that King
You use false measures when you buy Ahab and his descendants commanded.
and sell things.
So I will destroy your country,
Those are things that I hate.
and I will cause the other people
11
You do not think that I should say groups to despise you, my own people.”
nothing about people who use scales that
do not weigh correctly,
and who use weights that are not
accurate, do you?

Chapter 7

12

The rich people among you always act
violently to get money from poor people.

1

I am very miserable!

I am like someone who is hungry, who
searches
for fruit to eat
All of the people in Jerusalem are
liars,
and who ﬁnds no grapes or ﬁgs to eat
and they always deceive people.

because all the fruit has been picked.

13

2
Therefore, I have already begun to
Everyone who honored God has disapget rid of you,
peared from this land;

to ruin you because of the sins that
you have committed.

not one of them is left.

The people who are left are all murderSoon you will eat food, but you will ers;
not have enough to satisfy you;
it is as though everyone is eager to
your stomachs will still feel as though kill his fellow countryman.
they are empty.
3
They do what is evil with all their
might.
You will try to save up money,
14
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9
Government oﬃcials and judges all
We must be patient while Yahweh punask for bribes.
ishes us

Important people tell others what they
want,

because we have sinned against him.

But later, it will be as though he will go
and they plot together about how to to court and defend us.
get it.
He will make sure that the judge makes
4
Even the best people are as worthless a right decision about us.
as briers;
It will be as though he will bring us out
the people who we thought to be the into the light,
most honest are worse than thornbushes.
and we will see him rescue us.
But Yahweh will soon judge them.
10
Our enemies will also see it, and they
Now is the time that he will punish will be disgraced
people,
because they ridiculed us, saying
when they will be very confused be“Why is Yahweh, that God of yours, not
cause of it.
helping you?”
5
So do not trust anyone!
But with our own eyes we will see
Do not trust even a friend;
them be defeated;
even be careful what you say to your
we will see them trampled
wife, whom you love.
like mud in the streets.
6
Boys will despise their fathers,
11
You people of Israel, at that time your
and girls will defy their mothers.
cities will be rebuilt,
Women will defy their mothers-in-law.
and your territory will become larger.
12
Your enemies will be those who live
Your people will come back to you
in your own house.
from many countries,
7
As for me, I wait for Yahweh to help
from Assyria, from near the Euphrates
me.
River in the east, and from Egypt in the

I conﬁdently expect that God, my south,
Savior, will answer me when I pray.
from the Dead Sea to the Mediterranean
8
Sea,
You who are our enemies,
and from many mountains.

do not gloat about what has happened
to us,

13

But the other countries on the earth
because even if we have experienced will become desolate
disasters,
because of the evil deeds that their

those disasters will end, and we will people have done.
be prosperous again.
14
Yahweh, protect your people as a shepEven if it is as though we are sitting in herd protects his sheep with his staff.
the darkness,
Lead the people whom you have choYahweh will be our light.

sen to belong to you.
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Even though some of them live by themas though you were trampling it under
selves in a forest,
your feet
give them the fertile pastureland

or throwing it into the deep ocean.

in the regions of Bashan and Gilead,

20

You will show that you faithfully do
what you promised for us and faithfully
love us,

which they possessed long ago.
15

Yahweh says,

just as you solemnly promised long
ago to our ancestors Abraham and Jacob
like the miracles that I performed that you would do.
when I rescued your ancestors from being
slaves in Egypt.”
”Yes, I will perform miracles for you

16

People from many nations will see
what Yahweh does for you,
and they will be ashamed
because they do not have any power.
They will put their hands over their
mouths and their ears because they will
be very amazed at what Yahweh does.
They will not be able to say anything
or hear anything, because they will be terriﬁed.
17

Being very humiliated, they will crawl
on the ground like snakes.
They will come out of their homes trembling
and stand to honor Yahweh our God.
They will be very afraid of him
and will tremble in front of him.
18

Yahweh, there is no God like you;

you forgive the sins that the people
who have survived committed,
the people who belong to you.
You do not remain angry forever;
you are very happy to show us that
you faithfully love us.
19

You will again act kindly toward us.

You will get rid of the scroll on
which you have written the sins that we
have committed,

1310

NAHUM

NAHUM
Chapter 1

When he is very angry, it is as though
his anger is like a blazing ﬁre,
and it is as though mountains are
shattered into pieces.
7

But he is good;

1

I am Nahum, from the village of Elkosh.
he protects us, his people, when we
This is a message about the city of Nin- experience troubles.
eveh, a message that Yahweh gave me in
He takes care of those who trust in
a vision.
him.
2
Yahweh our God tolerates no rival gods
8
But he will get rid of his enemies;
to himself.
he will be to them like a ﬂood that
He is very angry with those who wor- destroys everything.
ship other gods,
He will chase his enemies
and he continues to be angry with his
into the darkness of the place where
enemies.
the dead are.
3
Yahweh does not quickly become an9
So it is useless for you people of Ningry;
eveh to plot against Yahweh.
but he is very powerful,
He will not need to strike you two
and he will never say that his enemies times to destroy you;
are innocent.
he will destroy you by striking you
Wherever he walks, there are whirl- only once.
winds and storms,
10
It will be as though his enemies are
and clouds are like the dust stirred tangled in thorns
up by his feet.
and they will stagger like people who
4
When he commands oceans and rivers have drunk a lot of wine.
to become dry, they dry up.
It will be as though they will be burned
He causes the grass to wither

up like dry stubble.

11
In Nineveh there was a man who
in the ﬁelds in the region of Bashan
advised people to do very wicked things
and on the slopes of Mount Carmel,
against Yahweh. 12 But this is what Yahand he causes the ﬂowers in Lebanon
weh says to you Israelites:
to fade.
”Although the people of Assyria have
5
When he appears, it is as though the
very many people
mountains shake and the hills melt;
and their army is very powerful,
the earth quakes, and the people on
they will be destroyed and they will
the earth tremble.
disappear.
6
There is no one who can resist him
I say to my people in Judah,
when he becomes extremely angry;
I have already punished you,
there is no one who can survive when

but I will not punish you again.

his anger is very hot.
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13

Now I will cause the people of As- again. 3 The shields of the enemy soldiers
syria to no longer enslave you; it will be as who are coming to attack you will shine
though I will tear off the shackles on your red as the sun shines on them,
hands and feet.”
and they will wear bright red uni14
And this is what Yahweh also declares forms.
about you people of Nineveh:
The metal of their chariot wheels will

”You will not have any descendants who ﬂash when they line up before the battle,
will continue to have your family names.
and their soldiers will lift up their
And I will destroy all the statues of cypress spear and wave them.
your gods
4
Their chariots dash through the streets
that were carved or formed in molds. of Nineveh

and rush furiously through the plazas.

I will cause you to be killed and sent to
your graves, because you are vile!”

Going as quickly as lightning,

15

You people of Judah. Look! A messenger will come across the mountains,
and he will bring good news to you.

they look like ﬂaming torches.
5

An oﬃcer gives a command to his
oﬃcials,

He will declare that you will now have
and they come to him so quickly that
peace.
they stumble.
So celebrate your festivals, and do
what you solemnly promised

They run up the city wall to attack it,

and they set up a large wooden shield
to do when your enemies were threat- above the soldiers to protect them.
ening to attack you,
6
The enemy soldiers will force open
because your wicked enemies will not the city gates on the rivers;
invade your country again,
the palace will collapse.
because they will be completely de7
The queen will have her clothes
stroyed.
stripped off her by enemy soldiers,

Chapter 2

doves

and her slave girls will moan like

and beat their breasts to show that
they
are
very sad. 8 The people will rush
1
You people of Nineveh, your enemies are coming to attack you. So place from Nineveh
guards on the tops of the walls around
like water rushes from a broken dam.
the city! Guard the roads into the city!
The oﬃcials will shout, “Stop! Stop!”
Get ready to ﬁght! Gather your troops
but the people will not even look back
together! 2 Even though your soldiers
have destroyed the descendants of Jacob, as they run away.
9
Yahweh will cause other nations to honor
The enemy attackers say to each other,
them again. Invaders from your country
”Seize the silver!
have ruined Israel as enemies would upGrab the gold!
root a vineyard, but Israel will prosper
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There is a huge amount of very valuable the soldiers carried away from other counthings in the city,
tries. 2 But now listen to the enemy soldiers coming to attack Nineveh; listen to
more valuable things than anyone
them cracking their whips, and listen to
can count!”
the rattle of their chariot wheels! Listen
10
Soon everything valuable in the city to their galloping horses and their chariwill be seized or ruined. People will be ots as they bounce along! 3 Look at their
trembling, with the result that they will ﬂashing swords and glittering spears as
not be able to ﬁght. Their faces will all be- the horsemen race forward! Many people of Nineveh will be killed; there will be
come pale with fear.
piles of corpses, so many that the attack11
After that happens, people will say,
ers will stumble over them. 4 All that will
”What happened to that great city of happen because Nineveh is like a beautiful prostitute
Nineveh?
It was like a den full of young lions,
where the male and female lions lived
and fed the young ones, where they were
afraid of nothing.

who lures men to where they will be
ruined;
Nineveh is a beautiful city

that has attracted people of other
The soldiers in Nineveh were like li- nations to come there.
ons that killed or strangled other animals
The people of Nineveh taught those
and brought the meat to their dens.” 13 people of other nations rituals of magic,
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
and caused them to become their
says to the people of Nineveh,
slaves.
”I am your enemy;
5
So Yahweh, commander of the angel
I will cause your chariots to burn in armies, says to the people of Nineveh:
ﬁre and go up in smoke.
”I am your enemy, and I will cause
Your young men will be killed with the people
swords.
in other nations to see you completely
I will make all the valuable things you humiliated;
stole from other nations disappear.
like women who have committed
Your messengers will never again adultery are humiliated
take messages to other nations, demandby having their skirts lifted high,
ing that
with the result that people can see
their armies surrender to them.”
their naked bodies.
12

6

Chapter 3
1

I will cause others to throw garbage at
you;
I will show others that I despise you
very much,

Terrible things will happen to Nineveh,
and I will cause everyone to ridicule
that city that is full of people who murder,
steal and lie. The city is full of people who you in public.
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7

All those who see you will turn their
backs to you and say,

13

’Nineveh is ruined,
it.’

but absolutely no one will mourn for wide

Look at your soldiers!
They will be like weak women!
The gates of your city will be opened
to allow your enemies to enter them,

Nineveh, no one will want to comfort
and then the bars of those gates will
you.”
be burned.
8
14
Your city is certainly no safer than the
Store up water now to use when your
city of Thebes was.
enemies surround the city!
Thebes was an important city beside
Repair the forts!
the Nile River;
Dig up clay and trample it to make it
the river was like a wall around her. soft,
9

The rulers of Ethiopia and Egypt
and put it into molds to make bricks
helped Thebes; there was no limit to their to repair the walls!
power.
15
Nevertheless, your enemies will burn

The governments of the nearby coun- your city;
tries of Put and Libya
they will kill you with their swords;
were also allies of Thebes.
they will kill you as locusts destroy
10

Nevertheless, Thebes was captured, crops.

Go ahead and increase your population
like swarms of locusts and grasshoppers.
Their babies were dashed to pieces in 16
In your city there are now very many
the streets of the city.
merchants;
Enemy soldiers cast lots to decide who
more than stars.
would get
But when your city is being destroyed,
each oﬃcial in Thebes to become his
those merchants will take the valuable
slave.
things and disappear
All the leaders of Thebes were faslike locusts that strip the leaves from
tened by chains.
plants and then ﬂy away.
11
You people of Nineveh will similarly
17
Your leaders are also like a swarm of
become dazed and drunk,
locusts
and you will search for places to hide
that crowd together on the fences on
to escape from your enemies.
a cold day,
and its people were exiled.

12

Your enemies will cause the walls
and then ﬂy away when the sun comes
around your city to fall down
up,
like the ﬁrst ﬁgs that fall right into
and no one knows where they have
your mouths when you shake the tree.
gone.
18
This is how easily your city will be
King of Assyria, your oﬃcials will all
die;
captured.
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your important people will lie down
and rest forever.
Your people will be scattered over the
mountains,
and there will be no one to gather them
together. 19 You are like someone who has
a wound that cannot be healed;
die.

it will be a wound that causes him to

And all those who hear about what
has happened to you will clap their hands
joyfully.
They will say, ”Everyone has suffered
because he continually acted very cruelly
toward us.”
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Chapter 1

and they do whatever they want to,
because they believe that they are
very great and that they have the right to
judge everyone else.
8

The horses that pull their chariots go
faster
than leopards,
This is the conversation between
Habakkuk the prophet and Yahweh.
and they are ﬁercer than wolves are
2
I said, ”Yahweh, how long must I con- in the evening.
1

tinue to call to you for help before you reThe horses on which the soldiers ride
spond?
gallop swiftly;
I cry out, “The people are acting so viothe soldiers riding them come from
lently!”
distant places.
but you do not rescue me!

They are like eagles that swoop down
3
Why do you make me watch people to snatch their prey.
9
do what is wrong, but you do nothing?
As they ride along,
they are determined to act violently.
I see people destroying things and acting violently; they ﬁght and quarrel everyThey advance eagerly, as fast as the
where.
wind over the desert,
4
No one obeys the law of Moses, and no
and gather up as many prisoners as
one acts in a right way for very long.
there are grains of sand!

Wicked people always defeat the righ10
They make fun of kings and princes
teous people in the courts,
of other countries,
because judges never make fair deciand they ridicule all the cities that
sions.”
have high walls around them.
5

Yahweh replied to me,

They pile up earth around those cities
to
capture
them.
”This is happening, but look around at
11
what is happening in the other nations.
They rush past like the wind,
If you look, you will be amazed, and
and then they go to attack other cities.
even astonished, since I am doing someBut they are very guilty,
thing
because they think that their own
during this time that you would never
power is their god!”
have believed would happen,
12
Then I said, ”Yahweh, are you not the
even if someone told you about it.
eternal God?
6
Very soon I will bring the soldiers of
You are my Holy One, so we will not
Babylonia, who are ﬁerce and swift.
die.
They will march across the entire earth
So why have you sent those men from
and conquer many other countries. Babylonia to judge us and kill us?
7

They are a people whom others fear
You are like our Rock, on top of which
very much,
we can hide,
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so why have you sent them to punish

us?

I will wait there to ﬁnd out what Yahweh will say,

13

You are pure, and you cannot endure
what he will reply and how I should
looking at what is evil,
answer.”
so why are you ignoring men who are
treacherous?
Why do you do nothing

2

Then Yahweh replied to me,

”Write plainly on tablets what I am revealing to you in this vision,

to punish those wicked men from
Babylonia,

and then read it to a messenger

so he can run with it to tell it to other
who destroy people who are more people.
righteous than they are?
3
In this vision I will talk about things
14
They treat us like ﬁsh in the sea,
that will happen in the future.
or like other creatures in the sea, that
Now is not the time when those things
have no ruler.
will happen,
15

The soldiers of Babylonia think that
we are ﬁsh for them to pull out of the sea
with hooks
or to catch in their nets, while they
rejoice and celebrate.

but they certainly will happen,
and when they occur, they will occur
quickly,
and they will not be delayed.

You want those things to happen immeIf they catch us, they will worship
diately, but they are not happening.
their weapons with which they captured
But wait patiently for them to hapus
pen!
and offer sacriﬁces to them and burn
4
Think about the proud people!
incense in front of them!
16

They are certainly not doing what is
They will say, ‘These weapons have enabled us to become rich and eat expensive righteous.
food.’
But people who are righteous will live
17
Will you allow them to continue to
because they faithfully do what I want
conquer people forever?
them to do.

Will you allow them to destroy peo5
If people live for excess such as wine,
ple of other nations without any mercy for they will deceive themselves,
anyone?”
and proud people are never able to
rest.

Chapter 2

Greedy people open their mouths as
wide as the place where dead people are,

1

After I said that, I said to myself, ”I will
climb up into my guard post,
and stand there in my watchtower.

and they never have enough,
just like the place of the dead never
has enough dead people.
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The armies of Babylonia conquer many
nations for themselves,
and capture all their people.

and yourselves shame!
11

The stones in the walls of your houses
cry out to accuse you,

and the beams in your ceilings also
But soon all those whom they have captured will ridicule the soldiers from Baby- say the same things!
lonia!
12
Terrible things will happen to you people of Babylonia who kill people in order
They will make fun of them, saying,
to build cities,
’Terrible things will happen to you
cities that you build by using
who have stolen things from other counmoney that you have gotten by committries!
ting crimes.
You got many things by forcing people
13
But Yahweh, commander of the angel
to give them to you.
armies, has declared that everything that
But you certainly will not keep those
is built by people who do things like that
things for long!’
will be destroyed by ﬁre;
7
Suddenly those whom you forced to
they will have worked hard uselessly.
be unjustly indebted to you will rise up
14
But in contrast, like the oceans are
and cause you to tremble,
ﬁlled with water,
and they will take away all the things
the earth will be ﬁlled with people
that you have stolen from them.
who know that Yahweh is very great!
8
You stole things from the people of
15
Terrible things will happen to you
many nations.
people of Babylonia,
You murdered people of many people
who cause people who live in nearby
groups,
countries to become drunk.
and you destroyed their land and their
You force them to drink a lot of drugged
cities.
wine
So those who are still alive will steal
until they are drunk and then they
valuable things from you.
walk around naked
9
Terrible things will happen to you peobecause you are happy when you see
ple of Babylonia who build big houses
that.
with money that you got by forcing
16
But you are the ones who soon will
others to give it to you.
be disgraced instead of being honored.
You are proud, and you think that your
It will be as though you are forced
houses will be safe
to drink a lot of wine until you will also
because you have built them in places stagger around, drunk.
where you can easily defend them.
You will drink the wine that symbolizes
10
But because you have destroyed oth- that Yahweh will punish you,
ers,
and he will cause others to dishonor
you instead of honoring you.
you have caused your family
6
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17

You did violent things to the people
in Lebanon,

Even when you are angry with us,
act mercifully toward us!

and you killed the wild animals there,

3

In a vision, I saw God, the Holy
but you will be punished severely for One, coming from the region of Teman in
Edom;
doing that.
You have killed many people
and you have destroyed their lands
and their cities.

I also saw him coming from the Paran
hills in the region of Sinai.
His glory ﬁlled the sky,

and the earth was full of people who
You people of Babylonia need to know
were praising him.
that your idols are completely useless,
4
His glory was like the sunrise;
because it is people who made them.
18

rays ﬂashed from his hands

Statues that have been carved or made
in a mold deceive you.

where he keeps his power.

Those who trust in idols

5

are trusting in things that they themselves created,

and other plagues came behind him.
6

things that cannot speak!

‘Wake up!’

When he stopped, the earth shook.
When he looked at the nations,

19

Terrible things will happen to you
who say to lifeless idols that are made of
wood,

He sent plagues in front of him,

all the people trembled.
The hills and mountains that have existed since the beginning of time collapsed
and crumbled.

Stone idols certainly cannot tell you
He is the only one who exists eterwhat you should do;
nally!
7
they look nice because they are covIn the vision I saw the people who live
ered with silver and gold,
in tents in the region of Cushan were very
20

but they are not alive.

afraid,

But Yahweh is in his holy temple;

and the people in the region of Midian
were trembling.

everyone on the earth should be silent
in his presence!”

Chapter 3

8

Yahweh, was it because you were angry with the rivers and streams that you
struck them?
Did the seas cause you to be furious,

with the result that you rode through
A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet. 2 Yah- them with horses that were pulling chariweh, I have heard about you;
ots
1

and I revere you because of all the amazthat you used to bring victory to your
ing things that you have done.
cause?
9
It was as though you uncovered your
In our time, do again some of those
bow and prepared to shoot it,
things that you did long ago!
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and had grasped arrows to put to your
bow.

and my lips quivered
because I became afraid.

Then you split open the earth,

My legs became weak

and streams burst out.
10

It is as though the mountains saw you
doing that,
and they trembled in pain.

and I shook, because I was terriﬁed.
But I will wait quietly for the people
of Babylonia, those who invaded our country, to experience disasters!
17

The water rushed by in ﬂoods;

Therefore,

it was as though the deep ocean roared
even if there are no blossoms on the ﬁg
and caused its waves to rise up high.
trees,
11

The sun and moon stopped moving
and there are no grapes on the
in the sky,
grapevines,
while your lightning ﬂashed past like
and even if there are no olives growing
a swift arrow,
on the olive trees,
and your glittering spear ﬂashed.

and there are no crops in the ﬁelds,

12

Being very angry, you walked across
and even if the ﬂocks of sheep and goats
the earth
die in the ﬁelds,
and trampled the armies of many
and there are no cattle in the stalls,
nations!
this is what I will do.
13

ple,

But you also went to rescue your peo-

18

I will rejoice because of Yahweh!

I will be joyful because my God is the
and to save the one whom you have one who saves me!
chosen.
19
Yahweh the Lord is the one who gives
You struck down the leader of those me strength,
wicked people
and he enables me to climb safely like
and took away all his power com- a deer does,
pletely.
he makes me walk on my high hills.
14
With his own spear you destroyed the
(This message is for the choir director:
leader of those soldiers who rushed like a
When this prayer is sung, it is to be acwhirlwind to attack and scatter us,
companied by people playing stringed inthinking that they could conquer us as
struments.)
easily as they defeat the weak people who
hide from them.
15

You walked through the sea with your
horses to destroy our enemies,
and caused the waves to surge.
16

When I saw that vision,
my heart pounded
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those who no longer seek my help or
request me to tell them what they should
do.”

Chapter 1

7

Be silent in front of Yahweh the Lord,

because it will soon be the time when
1
Yahweh’s message came to Zephaniah Yahweh will judge and punish people.
son of Cushi, the grandson of Gedaliah,
Yahweh has prepared himself to get rid
and the great-grandson of Amariah, of the people of Judah;
whose father was King Hezekiah. Yahweh
they will be like animals that are set
gave this message during the time when
apart to be slaughtered for sacriﬁces,
King Amon’s son Josiah was the king of
and he has chosen their enemies to
Judah.
be
the
ones who will get rid of them.
2
Yahweh said,
8
Yahweh says, ”On that day when I will
”I will sweep away everything that is
get rid of the people of Judah,
on the earth.
I will punish their oﬃcials and the
3
I will sweep away people and animals.
king’s sons,
I will sweep away birds and ﬁsh.
and all those who worship foreign
I will get rid of wicked people;

gods—

9
including those who show that they reso that there will be no more wicked
vere
their god Dagan by avoiding stepping
people on the earth.”
on the threshold of his temple,
4
”These are some of the things that I
and those who do violent things and
will do:
tell lies in the temples of their gods.”
I will punish the people who live in
10
Yahweh also says,
Jerusalem and other places in Judah,

”On that day, people will cry out at
and destroy everything that has been
the Fish Gate of Jerusalem.
used in the worship of Baal and
People will wail in the Second Quarter
and cause people to no longer rememof
the
city,
ber the names of the pagan priests
and people will hear a loud crash of
or the other priests who have turned
buildings collapsing in the hills.
away from me.
11
All you people who live in the market
5
I will get rid of those who go up on the
roofs of their houses and worship the sun, area of Jerusalem should wail,
moon, and stars,

because all those who sell goods for
and those who claim to worship money will be slaughtered.
12
me but also swear using the name of their
It will be as though I will light lanterns
king.
to search in dark places in Jerusalem
6

for those who have become very satFinally, I will get rid of all those who
previously worshiped me but no longer isﬁed with their behavior and complacent
about their sins.
do;
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They think that I, Yahweh, will do neiYour blood will ﬂow from your bodies
ther good nor bad things, as if I do not like falling soil,
even exist!
and your corpses will lie on the ground
13
So I have decided that armies will and rot.
come and carry off their valuable posses18
At the time that Yahweh shows that
sions,
he is very angry with you,
after destroying their houses.

you will not be able to save yourselves

The people will build new homes,

mies.

but they will not live in them;

by giving silver or gold to your ene-

Because Yahweh is very jealous,

they will plant vineyards again,

he will send a ﬁre to burn up the
but they will never drink any wine
entire world,
made from grapes that grow.”
and he will completely get rid, in a
It will soon be the day when Yahweh
most terrifying way, of all the wicked peowill punish people.
ple who live on the earth.
It will be here quickly.
14

It will be a time when even brave soldiers will cry loudly.
15

It will be a time when God shows that
he is very angry,

Chapter 2
1

You people of Judah who ought to be
ashamed,
a time when people experience much
distress and trouble.
gather together to ask for God to mer-

It will be a time when many things ciful to you.
2
are ruined, destroyed, and when everyYahweh is very angry with you,
one goes away.
so gather together now,
It will be a time when it is very gloomy
before he punishes you—before he punand dark,
ishes you
when the clouds are very black.
and sweeps you away as the wind
16
It will be a time when soldiers will blows away the chaff.
blow trumpets to call other soldiers to bat3
All you people in Judah who are humtle.
ble,
Your enemies will tear down the walls
worship Yahweh and obey what he
around your cities
has commanded.
and the high towers at the corners of
Try to do what is right
those walls.
and to be humble.
17
Because you sinned against Yahweh,
If you do that, perhaps Yahweh will prohe will cause you to experience great
tect you
distress;
on the day when he punishes people.
you will walk around groping as blind
4

people do.
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the cities of Gaza and Ashkelon will
lose all their inhabitants.

and also occupy their land.”
10

The people of Moab and Ammon will
get
what
they deserve for being proud,
Ashdod will be attacked and the people
will be driven away at noon, when they
because they made fun of the people
are resting.
who belong to Yahweh, commander of the
The people of the city of Ekron will angel armies.
11
also be driven out.
Yahweh will cause them to be terriﬁed
5

And terrible things will happen to you
when he destroys all the gods of their
people of Philistia who live near the sea, countries.
Then people from every nation will worbecause Yahweh has said he will punship Yahweh,
ish you, also.
each in his own country.

He will get rid of all of you; not one of
you will survive!

12

Yahweh says that he will also slaugh6
The land of Philistia near the sea will ter the people of Ethiopia.
13
become a pasture,
Yahweh will punish and destroy Asa place for shepherds and their sheep syria,
pens.
7

The people of Judah who survive will
possess that land.
At night they will sleep in the deserted
houses in Ashkelon.
Yahweh will take care of them;

that land northeast of us, and cause
its capital Nineveh
to become ruined and deserted, and
as dry as the desert.
14

Flocks of sheep and herds of cattle and
many kinds of wild animals will lie down
there.

he will enable them to prosper again.

Owls and crows will sit on the columns
8
Yahweh, commander of the angel of the destroyed buildings,
armies, the God of the Israelites, says this:
and they will hoot through the windows.
”I have heard the people of Moab and
Ammon

There will be rubble in the doorways,

and the valuable cedar beams in the
insult my people and plan to conquer roofs of the buildings will become visible.
15
my people’s country.
The people of Nineveh used to be
9
happy
and proud,
So now, as surely as I live, I will destroy
Moab and Ammon

thinking that they were very safe.

as I destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.
Their land will be a place where there
are nettles and salt pits;

They were always saying,
”Our city is the greatest city;
there is no city as great as ours!”

it will be ruined forever, with none
But now it will become a horrible place
of their people living there!
to see,
a place where wild animals make
My people who survive will take away
their dens.
all their valuable possessions
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And everyone who passes by there will
but wicked people are never ashamed
hiss and scorn that city,
about their wrongdoing.
and shake their ﬁsts to show that they
detest that city very much.

6

Yahweh says this:
”I have destroyed many nations;

I have destroyed their strong city walls
and towers.

Chapter 3
1

Terrible things will happen to
Jerusalem,
the city whose people have rebelled
against Yahweh

Now I have caused the streets in those
cities to be completely deserted.
Those cities are ruined and there is
no one still alive there.
They are all dead.

7
So I said to myself,
and who have become unacceptable
to him because of the sins that they have
’Because of what I have done to those
committed.
other nations,

They act violently toward others and
surely the people of Jerusalem will
they oppress other people.
honor me now
2

The people there pay no attention
to the prophets whom Yahweh has sent to
tell them the wrong things that they are
doing
and try to correct them.

and allow me to correct them.
If they do that, I will not destroy them;
I will not punish them like I said that
I would do.’

But in spite of knowing how I punished
The people in Jerusalem do not trust in those other nations,
their God or worship him.
they were still eager to get up early
3
Their leaders are like roaring lions;
each morning
they are like wolves that attack during
and continue to perform evil deeds.”
the evening,
8
This is what Yahweh declares:
and eat everything that they kill,
”Wait for the day when I will take
with the result that the next morn- action to plunder you!
ing there is nothing left of those animals
I have decided to gather the people of
to eat.
the kingdoms of the earth
4
The prophets in Jerusalem are proud,
and cause them to know that I am
and the priests give messages that no very angry with them.
one should trust.
All over the earth I will punish and deThey make the temple unholy by doing stroy people;
things that are against the law of Moses.
I will burn them up with my anger as
5
But Yahweh is also in the city, and he if it were ﬁre!
never does what is wrong.
9
When that happens, I will cause all
people to be changed
He treats people justly, day after day;
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and enable them to speak only what
and you will never again be afraid
is pure,
that others will harm you.
16
in order that everyone can worship
At that time, other people will say to
me as one people.
us people of Jerusalem,
10

Then my people who were forced
“You people of Jerusalem, do not
to go to other countries, those who live be afraid; do not become weak or discouralong the upper part of the Nile River in aged.”
Ethiopia,
17
Yahweh your God will live among you.
will come to me and bring offerings
He is mighty, and he will rescue you.
to me.
He will be very happy about you;
11
At that time, you people in Jerusalem
because he loves you, he will cause
will no longer be ashamed about what has
you
to
rest without being anxious.
happened to you,
He will sing loudly to rejoice about
because you no longer will be rebelling
you,
against me.
18

like people who are happy at a festiI will get rid of all the people among you
val. Yahweh says, ”I will no longer allow
who are very proud.
any enemies to destroy you. You will no
No one on Zion, my holy hill, will strut
longer be defeated or ashamed.
around proudly anymore.
19
Truly, I will severely punish all those
12
Those who are still alive in Israel will
who oppressed you.
be poor and humble;
I will rescue those who are helpless
they will trust in me.
and those who were forced to go to other
13
Those people who are still alive in countries, just as a shepherd would rescue
Israel will not do anything wrong;
his lost sheep.
they will tell no lies or deceive anyone.
They will eat and sleep safely,

I will give them praise and honor in
every country where they were exiled,

because no one will cause them to be
afraid.”

places where they had been disgraced.
20

At that time, I will gather you together
and
bring you back home to Israel.
You people who live in Jerusalem and
other places in Israel,
I will cause you to greatly praised and
honored
sing and shout loudly!
14

Be glad, and rejoice with all your inner
being,

among all the nations of the earth.

You will see when I bring your people
15
because Yahweh will take away the home again.”
charges against you,
This is what Yahweh, has declared!
and he will make your enemies go
enemies far away from you!
Yahweh himself, the king of the Israelites, will live among you,
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the sky, and as a result there are no crops.
11
I have caused a drought over both ﬁelds
and mountains and all your other crops—
whether grain or wine or oil—have dried
up. Because of that, you and your cattle do
not have enough food, and the hard work
1
Haggai, who was a prophet, received that you have done will be for nothing.’”
a message from Yahweh. Yahweh spoke 12 Then Zerubbabel and Jeshua and all the
this message to him in the second year others of God’s people who were still alive
after Darius had become king of Persia. obeyed the message that Yahweh their
This happened on the ﬁrst day of the sixth God had spoken, and they listened to the
month of that year. Haggai told this mes- message that Haggai had given them, besage to Shealtiel’s son Zerubbabel, the gov- cause they knew that Yahweh their God
ernor of Judah, and to Jehozadak’s son had sent him. Then they honored Yahweh,
Joshua, the high priest.
for he was present with them.

Chapter 1

2

Yahweh, commander of the angel 13 Then Haggai, who was Yahweh’s mesarmies, told him that the people were say- senger, gave this message from Yahweh
ing that it was not yet time for them to to the people: “I, Yahweh, declare that I
rebuild Yahweh’s temple.
am with you.” 14 So Yahweh motivated
3
Then Yahweh gave him this message to Zerubbabel and Joshua and the other peotell to the people of Jerusalem: 4 ”It is ple to want to rebuild the temple of their
not right for you to be living in luxurious God, Yahweh, commander of the angel
houses while my temple is only ruins! 5 I, armies. So they gathered together and
15
They
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, started to work to rebuild it.
says this: ’Think about what you are doing. started that work on the twenty-fourth
6
You have planted a lot of seeds, but you day of the same month in which Yahweh
are not getting many crops to harvest. You had spoken to Haggai.

eat food, but you never get enough. You
drink wine, but you are still thirsty. You
wear clothes, but you do not stay warm.
You earn money, but it is spent as quickly
as you make it.’
7

So this is what Yahweh, commander of
the angel armies, says: ’Think about what
you are doing. 8 Then go up into the hills,
cut down trees, bring timber down here,
and rebuild my temple. When you do that,
I will be pleased and I will appear there
with my glory. 9 You expected to harvest
plenty of crops, but there were few crops
to harvest because I removed them. I did
this because my temple is a ruin, while
each of you are busy building your own
beautiful house. 10 It is because of what
you are doing that rain does not fall from

Chapter 2
1

Almost one month later, on the twentyﬁrst day of the next month, Yahweh gave
the prophet Haggai another message. 2
The message was that he should say this to
Shealtiel’s son Zerubbabel, the governor
of Judah, Jehozadek’s son Jeshua the high
priest, and to the other people who were
still alive in Jerusalem: 3 ”Do any of you
remember how glorious our former temple was? If you do, what does it look like
to you now? It must seem like nothing at
all. 4 But now Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, says to all of you, to Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of you people

1326

HAGGAI
who live in this nation, ’Do not be discour- all the sacriﬁces that you all offer are unaged; instead be strong! 5 My Spirit re- acceptable to me because of the sins that
mains among you, like I promised your an- you have committed.
cestors when they left Egypt. So do not be 15
Think about what has been happening
afraid!’
to you before you began to lay the founda6
This is what Yahweh, commander of tion of my temple. 16 When you expected
the angel armies, says: ’Soon I will shake to harvest twenty measures of grain, you
again the sky and the earth, the oceans harvested only ten. When someone went
and the ground. 7 I will shake again the to a big wine vat to get ﬁfty measures of
people of all the nations, and as a re- wine, there were only twenty in the vat.
sult they will bring their treasures to this 17 I sent blight and mildew to destroy all
temple. I will ﬁll this temple with my your crops. But still you did not return to
8
glory.
The silver and the gold that me.’ This is what Yahweh, commander of
they own are really mine, so they will the angel armies, says to you.
bring them to me. 9 Then this temple will 18
Starting from this day, the twentybe more glorious than the former temple
was. And I will cause things to go well for fourth day of the ninth month of this year,
you all. That will surely happen because I, the day when you have laid the foundato think
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, tion of my new temple, continue
19
Is there
carefully about your situation.
have said it.’”
now any grain seed left in your barns?
10
Then on the twenty-fourth day of the No, because you have eaten the small
ninth month of that same year, Yahweh amount that you harvested. And there is
gave still another message to the prophet no fruit on your grapevines and ﬁg trees
Haggai: 11 ”This is what Yahweh, com- and pomegranate trees and olive trees.
mander of the angel armies says: ’Ask the
priests this question about what is written But, from now on, I will bless you!’”
in the laws of Moses about sacriﬁces: 12 20 On that same day, Yahweh gave another
If one of you priests takes from the altar message to Haggai. 21 He said, ”Tell Zerubsome meat that was sacriﬁced and is car- babel, the governor of Judah, that I am gorying it in his robes, if his robe touches ing to shake the sky and the earth. 22 I will
some bread or stew or wine or olive oil end the power of the kings of many naor some other food, does that food also be- tions. I will cause their chariots and their
come holy?’”
drivers, their horses and the soldiers who

When he said that to the priests, they are riding on them to be destroyed. The
soldiers will kill each other with their own
replied, “No.”
swords.
13
Then Haggai asked them, “If someone
becomes unacceptable to God by touching 23 Zerubbabel, you will become my sera corpse, and then he touches any of those vant on that day. And I, Yahweh, commanfoods, will the food also become unaccept- der of the angel armies, declare that like
kings wear signet rings to show that they
able to God?”
have authority to rule people, I will apThe priests replied, “Yes.”
point you and cause you to have author14
Then Haggai replied, ”Yahweh says this: ity to rule. I will do that because I have
’It is the same with you people and with chosen you. That will surely happen bethis nation. Everything that you do and cause I, Yahweh, commander of the angel
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armies, have said it.”
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He replied, “I will show you who they
are.”
10

Chapter 1
1

Then the angel who had stopped under
the myrtle trees explained. He said, “They
are the angels whom Yahweh has sent to
patrol the entire world.”

When Darius had been the emperor of 11
Then those angels reported to the anPersia for two years, in the eighth month
his reign, Yahweh gave Zechariah the gel of Yahweh who was under the myrtle
prophet, son of Berekiah and grandson of trees, “We have traveled throughout the
world, and we have found out that the
Iddo the prophet, this message:
army of the emperor has conquered na2
”I was very angry with your ancestors. tions throughout the world, and that they
3
So tell this to the people: Yahweh, com- are now helpless and inactive.”
mander of the angel armies, says this: ’Re- 12
Then the angel asked, “Yahweh, Comturn to me, and if you do that, I will help
mander
of the angel armies, how long will
4
Do not be like your ancesyou again.
tors. Prophets, who have now died, con- you continue to not act mercifully toward
tinually proclaimed to your ancestors that Jerusalem and the other towns in Judah?
angry with them for sevthey should stop doing the evil things that You have been
13
So Yahweh spoke kindly
they were always doing. But they refused enty years!”
to
the
angel
who
had talked to me, saying
5
Your
to pay attention to what I said.
ancestors have died and are now in their things that comforted him.
graves. Even the prophets did not live for- 14 Then the angel who had been talking
ever either. 6 But the commands and the with me said to me, ”Proclaim this to the
decrees that I had instructed my servants people of Jerusalem: Yahweh, commanthe prophets to tell them—your ancestors der of the angel armies, says that he is
did not obey them, so I punished them. So very concerned about the people who live
then they repented and said that I, Yah- on Mount Zion and in the other parts of
weh, commander of the angel armies, had Jerusalem. 15 And he is very angry with
done to them what they deserved for their the nations that are proud and feel safe.
evil behavior, just like I had said I would He was only a little bit angry with Judah,
do.’”
but they caused them to suffer much more.
16
Therefore, he says that he will go back
7
On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh
month, Yahweh gave another message to to Jerusalem and help the people. It will
be as if he himself had surveyed and meame.
sured all the land in the city. 17 Yahweh,
8
During the night I had a vision. In the commander of the angel armies, also said
vision I saw an angel who was on a red to tell people in his cities in Judah that
horse. He was in a narrow valley among they will soon be very prosperous again.
some myrtle trees. Behind him were an- He will encourage the people of Jerusalem
gels on other horses—red, reddish-brown, again, and he will again choose Jerusalem
and white horses.
as his special city.”
9

I asked the angel who had been talking 18 Then I looked up and saw four animal
to me, “Sir, who are those angels on the horns in front of me. 19 I asked the angel
who had been speaking to me, “What are
horses?”
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7

those horns?”
He replied, “Those horns represent the nations that forced the people of Jerusalem
and other places in Judah and Israel to go
to other countries.”
20

Then Yahweh showed me four blacksmiths. 21 I asked, “What are those men
coming to do?”
He replied, “The nations that those horns
represent scattered the people of Judah,
so they suffered greatly. But these blacksmiths are coming to frighten and destroy
those nations and to throw down their
horns, their power—all those nations who
had attacked the land of Judah.”

Chapter 2

10

Yahweh says, “You people of Jerusalem,
shout and be happy, because I will come
to you and live among you!”
11

1

Then I looked up and saw a man with a
surveyor’s line. 2 I asked him, “Where are
you going?”
He replied, “I am going to survey
Jerusalem, to determine how wide it is
and how long it is.”
3

Run! You who now live in Babylon,
run here to Jerusalem!” 8 Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, honored me
by telling me to go to the nations who
took everything you owned, for those who
harm you harm what is most precious to
him! After he did that, he said this to
me: 9 “Tell them that I, Yahweh, will attack them. Their own slaves will take back
their possessions from them, the people
who had taken them in the ﬁrst place.”
When that happens, you Jewish people
will know that Yahweh, commander of
the angel armies, is the one who sent me,
Zechariah, as a prophet.

At that time, people of many nations will
join with Yahweh and become his people.
He will live among all of you; and you will
know that Yahweh, powerful Commander
of the angel armies, is the one who sent
12
The peome to you as a prophet.
ple of Judah will be a very special part of
his own land, and Jerusalem will again be
the city that he has chosen. 13 Everyone,
everywhere, should be silent in the presence of Yahweh, because he is about to
come down again from where he lives in
heaven to do great things for us.

Then the angel who had been talking
to me started to leave, and another angel
walked toward him. 4 The second angel
said to him, ”Run and tell that young man
with the surveyor’s line: Some day there
will be very many people and livestock in
Jerusalem, so they will not all be able to
live inside the city walls; many will live 1
Then Yahweh showed me Joshua, the
outside the walls in the open country. 5
high priest, who was standing in front of
Yahweh says that he himself will be like a
the angel that Yahweh had sent. And Sawall of ﬁre around the city, and he will be
tan was standing at Joshua’s right side,
among the people with his glory.”
ready to accuse him of having sinned. 2
6
Yahweh declares to the people who the But the angel of Yahweh said to Satan, “SaBabylonians took away as slaves: “Run! tan, may Yahweh rebuke you! He has choRun! Flee from Babylonia, and ﬂee from sen Jerusalem to be his special city, and
the places where I scattered you to the may he rebuke you! This man, Joshua, has
four winds!”
been brought back from Babylonia; he is

Chapter 3
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certainly like a burning stick that someone has snatched from a ﬁre.”

Chapter 4

3

1

Now as Joshua was standing in front of
the angel, he was wearing ﬁlthy clothes.
4
So the angel said to those other angels
who were standing in front of him, “Take
off those clothes he is wearing!”

Then the angel who had been talking
with me returned, and he called to me
while I was thinking deeply, as though I
had been asleep. 2 He asked me, “What do
you see?”

I replied, ”I see a lampstand made completely of gold. There is a small bowl for
olive oil at the top, and there are seven
small lamps around the bowl, and a place
for seven wicks on each lamp. 3 Further5
Then the angel said to them, “Put a clean more, I see two olive trees, one at the right
turban on his head!” So they put a clean side of the lampstand and one at the left
turban on his head and new clothes on side.”
him, while the angel of Yahweh was stand4
I asked the angel who was talking with
ing there looking on.
me, “Sir, what do these things mean?”
6
Then the same angel said this to Joshua: 7
5
”Yahweh, Commander of the angel armies, He replied, “Surely you know what they
says that if you do what I want you to mean.”
do and obey my instructions, you will be I replied, “No, I do not know.”
in charge of my temple and its courtyard.
6
Then the angel said to me, “This is the
And I will allow you to be part of this
group of angels who are always standing message from Yahweh to you, Zerubbabel,
near to me and can speak with me at any the governor of Judah: ‘You will do what I
want you to do, but it will not be by your
time.
own strength or power. It will be done
8
Joshua, you are the high priest, and your by the power of my Spirit,’ says Yahweh,
associates are sitting in front of you. The commander of the angel armies.” 7 The
fact that they are here means that I will angel continued to speak to me: “Zerubbring a special servant of mine, someone babel, you have many diﬃcult matters to
who I will call the Branch.” 9 Then the an- handle. They are like high mountains. But
gel of Yahweh placed a stone in front of it will be as though they became ﬂat land.
Joshua and said to him and to the other And you will bring to the new temple the
men with him: ”Look at the stone that I ﬁnal stone, the highest stone, to complete
have put in front of Joshua. There are it. When you set it in place, all the people
seven sides on the stone. I will engrave will shout repeatedly, ‘It is beautiful! May
a message on that stone, and in one day I God bless it!’ ”
will remove the guilt of all the people of 8
Then Yahweh gave me another message.
this country.
9
He said to me, “Zerubbabel himself laid
10
At that time, each of you will invite some of the stones for the foundation of
his friends to come and sit under his the temple, and he will put some of the
grapevine and under his ﬁg tree. That last stones in their places.” Then I said
is what Yahweh, commander of the angel to the other men with him, ”When that
armies, declares.”
happens, the people will know that it is
After they did that, the angel said to
Joshua, “Look! I have taken away the
guilt of your sins, and I will put beautiful
clothes on you instead.”
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Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, live and to the houses of those who use my
who has sent me to you.
name when they call on me to witness that
10
The people who are mocking the slow they are telling the truth. This scroll will
way in which they are building the tem- stay in their houses until those houses and
ple again—these same people will be all their wood and stones are destroyed.’”
glad when they see Zerubbabel holding a 5 Then the angel who had been talking to
plumb line in his hand.
me came closer to me and said, “Look up
The seven lamps represent the eyes of Yah- and see what is coming!”

weh, who looks back and forth at everything that happens all over the earth.” 11
Then I asked the angel, ”What is the meaning of the two olive trees, one on each
side of the lampstand? 12 And what is
the meaning of the two olive branches,
one alongside each of the gold pipes from
which olive oil ﬂows to the lamps?”

6

I asked him, “What is it?”

He replied, “It is a big barrel for measuring grain. But it contains a record of the
sins that everyone in this nation has committed.”
7

Then the angel lifted the barrel’s cover,
which was made of lead. There was a
woman sitting inside the barrel! 8 The an13
He replied, “Surely you know what they
gel said, “She represents the wicked things
are.”
that people do.” Then he pushed her back
I replied, “No, sir, I do not know.”
into the barrel and closed the very heavy
14
So he said, “They represent the two men lid again.
whom the Lord who rules the whole earth 9 Then I looked up and saw two women in
has appointed.”
front of me. They were ﬂying toward us,
with their wings spread out in the wind.
Their wings were large, like storks’ wings.
They lifted the barrel up into the sky.

Chapter 5

10

I asked the angel who had been talking
I looked up again, and I saw a scroll that to me, “Where are they taking that barwas ﬂying through the air.
rel?”
1

2

The angel asked me, “What do you see?”

11

He replied, “They are taking it to Babylonia
to build a temple for it. When the
I replied, “I see a ﬂying scroll that is huge,
nine meters long and four and a half me- temple is ﬁnished, they will set the barrel
there on a pedestal for people to worship
ters wide.”
it.”
3
Then he said to me, ”On this scroll
Yahweh has written the words that he is
speaking to curse the entire land of Judah.
On one side of the scroll it is written that
every thief will be banished. On the other
side it is written that everyone who tells 1 I looked up again, and I saw four chariots
a lie when he is calling on Yahweh to wit- coming toward me. They were coming beness that he is telling the truth will also tween two mountains that were made of
be banished from the country. 4 The Com- bronze. 2 The ﬁrst chariot was pulled by
mander of the angel armies says, ‘I will red horses, the second chariot was pulled
send this scroll to the places where thieves by black horses, 3 the third chariot was

Chapter 6
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pulled by white horses, and the fourth
chariot was pulled by spotted gray horses.
4
I asked the angel who had been speaking to me, “Sir, what do those chariots
mean?”
5

The angel replied, ”These chariots and
their horses represent the four winds going out from heaven; they have come
from standing in the presence of the Lord
who controls the entire earth. They will
go across the sky in four directions. 6
The chariot pulled by black horses will go
north, the one pulled by white horses will
go west, and the one pulled by spotted
gray horses will go south.”
7

When those powerful horses left, they
were eager to go throughout the world. As
they were leaving, the angel said to them,
“Go throughout the world and see what is
happening!” So they left to do that.
8

Then the angel called to me and said,
“Look, the chariots that have gone north
will mollify the Spirit of Yahweh by punishing the people in that region.”
9

Then Yahweh gave me another message.
He said, ”Today Heldai, Tobijah, and
Jedaiah will be bringing some silver and
gold from the people who were exiled in
Babylon. As soon as they arrive, go to the
house of Josiah son of Zephaniah. 11 Take
some of that silver and gold from them
and make a crown. Then put it on the
head of Jehozadak’s son Joshua, the high
priest. 12 Tell him that I, the Commander
of the angel armies, say that the man who
is called the Branch will come. He will
leave the place where he is now, and he
will supervise those who build my temple.
13
He is the one who will tell those who
will build my temple what to do. He will
wear royal clothing and he will sit on his
throne and rule. He will also be a priest
sitting sitting on his throne, and there will
be peace between the two roles. 14 The
crown was handed over to Heldai, Tobi10

jah, Jedaiah, and Hen son of Zephaniah,
and they were to place it in the house of
Yahweh, as a way to honor them.” 15 People who are living far away will come and
help to build Yahweh’s temple. When that
happens, you people will know that Yahweh, the Commander of the angel armies,
have sent me to you people. That will happen if all of you faithfully obey Yahweh,
your God.

Chapter 7
1

When Darius had been the emperor
for almost four years, on the fourth day
of Kislev (which was the ninth month
in their calendar), Yahweh gave me another message. 2 The people of the city of
Bethel sent two men, Sharezer and RegemMelek„ along with some other men, to the
temple of Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, to request that Yahweh be kind
to them. 3 They also asked the priests
at Yahweh’s temple and the prophets this
question: “For many years, during the
ﬁfth month and during the seventh month
of each year, we have mourned and fasted.
Should we continue to do that?”
4

Then Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, gave me a message. 5 He told me
to say this to the priests and, in fact, to everyone in the whole land: ”Tell me whom
you were honoring when you did not eat
but went around in dirty clothing. You
were not really honoring me, were you?
6
And when you feasted at my temple, you
did it just to have a good time; you did
not really intend to honor me, did you?
7
This is exactly what I kept telling the
former prophets to proclaim to the people, when the people in Jerusalem and the
nearby towns were many and prosperous,
and when people also lived in the southern Judean wilderness, and in the foothills
to the west.”
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8

Yahweh gave another message to me: 9
”Tell the people that this is what Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, says: ’I
told you to do what is just, to act kindly
and mercifully toward each other, in order to honor my covenant with you. 10
I told you not to oppress widows or orphans or foreigners or poor people. I said
to not even think about doing evil to anyone else.’”
11

But the people refused to pay attention
to what Yahweh had said. They refused
to cooperate with him; they refused to listen to what he said. 12 He had given these
messages for his Spirit to repeat to the
prophets in earlier times. The prophets
were meant to speak these messages to the
people. But the people were very stubborn; they would not listen to the law of
Moses or to any message from God. So
Yahweh, commander of the angel armies,
became very angry with them.
13

In those times, when Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, called to the people, they refused to listen. So he said, ”In
exactly the same way, I will refuse to listen when they call to me. 14 And I will scatter them among many nations, nations
that they have never been to before. I will
scatter them as a storm scatters leaves.
After they are gone, their own land will
be empty, with no one living there. No
one will travel through it and no one will
come back to it, because they have turned
it, their most pleasant land, into a wilderness.”

Chapter 8
1

Yahweh gave me another message. He
said, 2 ”This is what I, Yahweh the Commander of the angel armies, say: I love
the people of Jerusalem; I love them very

much, and I am very angry with their enemies.
3

So this is what I, Yahweh, commander of
the angel armies, say: Some day I will return to Mount Zion and I will live there. At
that time, Jerusalem will be called The City
of Faithful People, and Mount Zion will be
called The Mountain that Belongs to Yahweh.”
4

Yahweh, the Commander of the angel
armies, also says this: ”Some day old men
and old women will again sit along the
streets of Jerusalem, each of them holding
a cane because of their being very old. 5
And the city streets with be full of boys
and girls playing.”
6

Yahweh, the Commander of the angel
armies, also says this: “When those things
happen, it will seem marvelous to the people who are still alive, but it certainly will
not seem marvelous to me!”
7

Yahweh also says this: ”I will bring
my people back from the land to the
east—Babylonia—and from the land to
the west—Egypt—to which they had to go.
8
I will bring them back to Judah, and they
will again live in Jerusalem. They will
again worship me as my people, and I will
be their God. I will be faithful to them and
act toward them in a just manner.”
9

Yahweh, the Commander of the angel
armies, also says this: ”When the foundation for my temple was laid, there were
prophets there who gave messages from
me. Some of you people heard what those
prophets said. So be brave while you are
building the temple, in order that you may
ﬁnish building it. 10 Before you started
to rebuild the temple, your ﬁelds gave no
crops, no return for either man or beast
working in them. And people were afraid
to go anywhere because I had caused people to be against each other. 11 But now
I will act differently toward you people
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who are still alive, differently than I did another city and say, ‘Let us go together to
previously. That is what I, Yahweh, the Jerusalem to worship Yahweh and request
Commander of the angel armies, say.
him to bless us; we ourselves are going.’
22
And people from many people groups
12
From now on, I will give you peace.
and from powerful nations will come to
Your grapevines will produce grapes, and
Jerusalem to worship Yahweh and request
good crops will grow in your ﬁelds. There
him to bless them.”
will be rain from the sky. I will always
give all these things to you people who are 23 Yahweh, the Commander of the angel
13
still alive.
You people of Judah and armies, also says this: “At that time, this
Israel, the people of other nations think is what will happen everywhere: For evof you when they speak of what a curse ery Jewish person, there will be ten formeans. But I will rescue you, and I will eigners, people who speak a different langive you many good things. So do not be guage, who will come and grab the fringe
afraid; work hard to ﬁnish building the of his robe. They will say to him, ‘We have
temple.”
heard people say that God is with you. So
14
Yahweh, the Commander of the angel allow us to go with you to Jerusalem to
armies, also says this: ”When your ances- worship him.’ People from every nation
tors caused me to become very angry, I and language will do this.”
did not change my mind about that. Instead, I indeed punished them. 15 But now
I will do something different. I am planning to do good things to the people of
Jerusalem and other towns in Judah again.
16
These are the
So do not be afraid.
things that you should do: You should always tell the truth to each other. In the
courts, your judges must make decisions
according to what is correct and fair. 17
Do not plan to do evil things to others, and
do approve of swearing false accusations
against others. I hate all those things.”
18

Yahweh, the Commander of the angel
armies, spoke to me again. 19 This is what
he said: “The times when you people of Judah abstain from food during the fourth,
ﬁfth, seventh, and tenth months of each
year will become times when you celebrate pleasant and joyful festivals instead.
But you must want to speak truthfully and
to be peaceful.”
20

Yahweh, the Commander of the angel
armies, also says this: ”Some day people from many people groups and foreign
cities will come here to Jerusalem. 21 People from one city will go to the people in

Chapter 9
1

This is another message that I received
from Yahweh about the region of Hadrach
and the city of Damascus, the place where
they get their rest. All the eyes of the
nations and the people of the tribe of Israel are all looking toward Yahweh, to see
what he will say. 2 This message is also
about the people in the region of Hamath
near to Damascus, and about the people in
the cities of Tyre and Sidon, people who
3
The people in Tyre
are very wise.
have built a high wall around their city.
They piled up huge amounts of silver and
gold like other people pile up soil when
they dig in the streets. 4 But I, Yahweh,
will make them lose everything, including
their ships in which their men ﬁght on the
sea. Their city will burn to the ground. 5
The people in the city of Ashkelon will see
that happen, and they will become very
afraid. The people in the city of Gaza will
shake because they are terriﬁed, and the
people in the city of Ekron will shake too,
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because they no longer hope to escape enemies. The king of Gaza will die; no one
will live any longer in Ashkelon. 6 Yahweh
says, ”Foreigners will occupy the city of
Ashdod. I will no longer allow the people
in all those cities of Philistia to be proud.
7
I will no longer allow them to eat meat
that still has blood in it, and I will forbid them to eat food that they offered to
idols. At that time, the people in the region of Philistia who survive will worship
me; they will become like a clan in Judah.
The people of the city of Ekron will become part of my people, as the people of
the city of Jebus did when the Israelites
conquered them. 8 I will protect my land,
and I will not allow any enemy soldiers to
enter it. No enemies will harm my people again, because I myself will be watching over them carefully. 9 Rejoice very
much, you people of Jerusalem and shout
joyfully,
because your king will be coming to
you.
He is righteous and victorious;
he will be gentle,
and he will be riding on a donkey,
on a young female donkey. 10 I will destroy the chariots in the region of Ephraim
that are used in war and all the horses in
Jerusalem that they take into battle. I will
break all the bows they use in wars.
Your king will proclaim that he will
cause things to go well and peacefully
among the nations. He will rule the area
from the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead
Sea, and from the Euphrates River to the
most distant places on the earth. 11 As
for you, my people of Jerusalem, because
of the blood that ﬂowed when I made my
covenant with you, I will free your people
whom they took to other countries, where
it was as though they were prisoners in a
waterless pit. 12 You people who were pris-

oners in those countries who still believe
that I will help you, return to Judah, for
I will defend you there. Today I declare
that I will give you two blessings for each
of the troubles that you have experienced.
13
I will cause Judah to be like my bow, and
I will cause Israel to be like my arrow. I
will enable you young men of Jerusalem
to ﬁght against the soldiers of Greece; you
will be like a warrior’s sword.” 14 One day
Yahweh will appear in the sky above his
people, and the arrows that he shoots will
be like lightning bolts. Yahweh our Lord
will blow his trumpet, and he will march
with the powerful storms that come from
the land of Teman in the south. 15 Yahweh,
commander of the angel armies, will protect his people; the soldiers of Judah will
attack and defeat their enemies who attack them using slings and stones. Those
soldiers of Judah will drink and celebrate
and shout like people who are drunk; they
will be as full of wine as the bowl that
holds the blood of the animals priest kill at
the altar—the blood that the priests sprin16
On
kle on the corners of the altar.
that day, Yahweh our God will save his
people like a shepherd saves his ﬂock of
sheep from danger. In our land, they will
be like jewels that sparkle in a crown. 17
They will be delightful and beautiful. The
young men will become strong from eating grain, and the young women will become strong from drinking new wine.

Chapter 10
1

Ask Yahweh to cause rain to fall in the
springtime, because he is the one who
makes the clouds from which the rain falls
in storms. He causes showers to fall on us,
and he causes crops to grow well in the
ﬁelds. 2 What people think that the idols
in their houses say is only nonsense, and
people who say that they can interpret
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dreams tell only lies. When they tell people things to comfort them, what they say
is useless, so the people who consult them
are like lost sheep; they are in danger because they have no one to protect them
like sheep with no shepherd. 3 Yahweh
says, ”I am angry with the leaders of my
people, and I will punish them. I, Yahweh,
the Commander of the angel armies, I will
take care of my people, the people of Judah, like a shepherd takes care of his ﬂock,
and I will cause them to be like war horses
in battle. 4 From Judah will come rulers
who will be very important. From Judah
will come leaders who will hold the people together, like a tent peg keeps a tent up.
From Judah will come leaders who will
take the soldiers into war, like a king holding his own bow for battle. From them
will come every one of their own leaders.
5
They will be like mighty warriors who
trample their enemies into the mud during battle. I, Yahweh, will be with them,
so they will defeat and shame their enemies who ride on horses. 6 I will make the
people of Judah strong, and I will rescue
the people of Israel. I will bring them back
from the countries to which they were exiled; I will do that because I pity them.
Then it will be as though I had never abandoned them because I am Yahweh, their
God, and I will answer them when they
pray for help. 7 The people of Israel will
then be like strong soldiers; they will be
as happy as people who have drunk a lot
of wine. Their children will see their fathers being very happy, and they also will
be happy because of what I have done for
them. 8 I will signal for my people to return from far away, and I will gather them
together in their own country. I will rescue them, and they will become very numerous as they were previously. 9 I have
caused them to be scattered among many
people groups, but in those distant countries they will think about me again. They

and their children will remain alive and
return to Judah. 10 I will bring them back
from Egypt and from Assyria; I will bring
them back to the regions of Gilead and
Lebanon, but there not be enough space
for them all to live there. 11 I will go before them through their sufferings, as if
I were walking through a sea, but I will
calm those waves and end their sufferings,
as if I were drying up the Nile River. I will
defeat the proud soldiers of Assyria, and I
will cause Egypt to no longer be powerful.
12
I will enable my people to be strong, and
they will honor me and obey me. That will
surely happen because I, Yahweh, have
said it.”

Chapter 11
1

You people of Lebanon must open your
gates and allow the ﬁre to burn your cedar
trees! 2 Your cypress trees must be like
people who are wailing, because enemies
have cut down the cedar trees. Those glorious trees are all gone. The oak trees in
the region of Bashan should also be like
people who are wailing, because enemies
have cut down the oak trees in the dense
forest. 3 And listen to the shepherds crying because the fertile pastures have been
ruined. Listen to the lions roar; they roar
because the thick forest where they live
near the Jordan River has been ruined.
4

This is what Yahweh my God said to me:
”I want you to supervise this ﬂock of sheep
until the ﬂock perishes. 5 The dealers in
sheep will kill the sheep, and no one will
punish them. Those who sell the sheep
will say, ‘I praise Yahweh, because I will
become rich!’ And the shepherds whom
the owners hire do not feel sorry for the
sheep. 6 And similarly, I no longer feel
sorry for the people of this country. I am
going to allow their fellow countrymen
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and their king, to oppress them. They will the things that a foolish shepherd uses, 16
ruin this country, and I will not rescue any because I am going to appoint a new shepof them.”
herd for the people, one who will not take
7
So I became the shepherd of a ﬂock of care of my people. He will be a foolish
sheep that dealers were going to slaughter shepherd: He will ignore the dying sheep
and to sell the meat. Then I took two shep- and those that have gotten lost. As for the
herds’ staffs. I named the one staff ‘Kind- healthy sheep, he will not feed them; inness’ and the other staff ‘Union.’ This is stead, he will butcher them for his17own
But
how I began to shepherd the sheep. 8 But food and will tear off their hooves.
terrible
things
will
happen
to
that
foolish
the three shepherds who had been with
the ﬂock detested me, and I became impa- shepherd who abandons the ﬂock. May
tient with the owners who had hired us all. his enemies strike his arm and his right
Within one month I had destroyed those eye with their swords. May he have no
more strength in his arm, and may his
shepherds.
right eye become completely blind.”
9
So I said to the dealers, “I will no longer
be a shepherd for you. I will allow the
ones that are dying to die. I will allow the
ones that are getting lost to perish. And
I will not prevent those that remain from 1
This is a message from Yahweh coneating each other.”
cerning Israel—Yahweh, the one who
10
Then I took the staff that I had named stretched out the sky, who created the
‘Kindness,’ and I broke it. I did this be- earth, and who gave life to human beings.
cause Yahweh had told me to cancel the This is what he says: 2 ”I will soon cause
covenant that he had made with all his Jerusalem to be like a cup full of very
tribes of Israel. 11 So that covenant was strong alcoholic drink, and the people of
ended on that very day. The dealers who other nations who drink it will stagger
were watching me knew by seeing what I around. The people of Judah will drink
was doing that I was giving them a mes- it, too, for they also will suffer when the
sage from Yahweh.
enemy besieges Jerusalem. 3 At that time,
12
I told them, “If you think it is right, pay the armies of all the people groups will
me for my work. If you do not think it is gather to attack Jerusalem, but I will cause
right, do not pay me.” So they paid me Jerusalem to be like a very heavy rock,
and all who try to lift it will be badly inonly thirty pieces of silver.
jured. This will happen when the armies
13
Then Yahweh said to me, “That is a
of all the world’s nations attack Jerusalem.
ridiculously small amount of money that 4
At that time I will cause every one of
they have for your work. So put it into
their enemies’ horses to panic, and their
the treasury.” So I took the silver to the
riders to become crazy. I will protect the
temple of Yahweh, and I deposited it in the
people of Judah, but I will cause all their
treasury there.
enemies’ horses to become blind. 5 Then
14
Then I broke my second staff, the one the leaders of Judah will say to themselves,
that I had named “Union.” That indicated ‘The people in Jerusalem encourage us bethat Judah and Israel would no longer be cause Yahweh, the Commander of the antogether as brothers.
gel armies, is the one they worship.’

Chapter 12

15

Then Yahweh said to me, ”Take again

6

At that time I will make the leaders of Ju-
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Chapter 13

dah like a pot of ﬁre that someone puts in
piles of ﬁrewood; and like a burning torch
in a ﬁeld of ripe grain. The leaders of Ju- 1
At that time it will be as though there
dah and their soldiers will destroy the peois a spring of water that will continuple groups surrounding them in all direcously ﬂow to cleanse the descendants of
tions. But the people of Jerusalem will reKing David and all the other people in
main safe in their own city.”
Jerusalem from the guilt of the sins that
7
Yahweh will protect those who live in they have committed, especially from bethe other places in Judah before he res- coming unacceptable to Yahweh by worcues the people of Jerusalem, in order that shiping idols.

people will not honor the descendants of
David and those in Jerusalem more than
the people in all the rest of Judah. 8 At
that time, Yahweh will protect everyone
in Jerusalem. The weakest soldiers among
them will be as strong as David was, and
the descendants of David will be like God;
they will lead the others like the angel of
Yahweh himself. 9 “At that time, I will
start to destroy all the armies that attack
Jerusalem.”
10

“I, Yahweh, will cause the descendants
of David to have mercy on others, and
to beg me to have mercy on themselves.
They will gaze at me, whom they pierced.”
They will cry bitterly, as people cry for
a ﬁrstborn son, an only son, who has
died. 11 At that time, many people in
Jerusalem will be crying bitterly, as people cry at Hadad Rimmon in the plain
12
Many people in Judah
of Megiddo.
will cry, each clan by themselves. The
male descendants of David will mourn by
themselves, and their wives will mourn
by themselves; the male descendants of
Nathan will mourn by themselves, and
their wives will mourn by themselves.
13
The male descendants of Levi will
mourn by themselves, and their wives
will mourn by themselves; the male descendants of Shimei will mourn by themselves, and their wives will mourn by
themselves. 14 All the clans will mourn
separately, their males by themselves,
and their wives by themselves.”

2

Yahweh, the Commander of angel
armies, says, ”At that time, I will prevent
people from even mentioning the names
of the idols in their country, and no one
will worship them anymore. I will also
drive away from the land all the people
who falsely claim that they are prophets;
I will also drive away the evil spirit that
leads them to tell the people false messages from me. 3 If someone continues
to prophesy falsely, his own parents, even
though he is their own son, will say to
him, ‘You have told lies saying that Yahweh gave those messages to you, so you
must die.’ Then they will stab him and
kill him.
4

At that time, the false prophets will
be ashamed to announce that he has received any vision at all. They will no
longer put on cloaks made with animal
hair that prophets normally wear, because they will want the people to think
that they were never really prophets at all.
5
So each of them will say, ‘I am not really
a prophet; I am a farmer, and I have been
a farmer on my land ever since I was a
boy!’ 6 But others will see scars on their
bodies and think that they cut themselves
in order to please idols while they were
worshiping them. So they will ask, ‘Why
do you have those scars?’ And they will
tell a lie: ‘I was injured in a quarrel at my
friend’s house.’”
7

Yahweh, the Commander of angel
armies, says,
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”Someone must attack and kill the one parts. Half of the mount will move toward
who is like a shepherd working for me,
the north, and half will move toward the
south. 5 You people of Jerusalem will ﬂee
the man who is my close companion.
through that valley which extends to the
You with the sword! When you kill my other side of the mount, all the way to the
shepherd, my people will run away like village of Azel. It will be just as when peosheep.
ple ﬂed when there was an earthquake
And I myself will attack my ordinary when Uzziah was king. Then Yahweh my
people, those who are like little sheep.” 8 God will come, and his own angels will be
Yahweh also says, ”Two-thirds of the peo- with him.
ple in Judah will die; Only one-third of the
people in Judah will remain alive. 9 I will
test the ones that remain alive by causing them to experience great diﬃculties,
to ﬁnd out if they will continue to worship
me. I will purify them as someone puriﬁes
gold or silver by putting it into a very hot
ﬁre. Then my people will call to me for
help, and I will answer them. I will tell
them that they are my people, and they
will say that I, Yahweh, am the God they
worship and obey.

Chapter 14

6

At that time, there will be no light from
the sun, but it will not be cold or frosty.
7
Only Yahweh knows when this will happen. There will be no daytime or nighttime, because it will be light all the time,
even in the evening.
8

At that time, water will ﬂow from
Jerusalem. One stream will ﬂow toward
the east to the Dead Sea. The other stream
will ﬂow toward the west to the Mediterranean Sea. The water will ﬂow all the
time, even during the hot season as well
as in the cold season.
9

After that time, Yahweh will be the king
who rules the entire world. Everyone will
1
Listen! It will soon be the time when know that Yahweh, and only Yahweh, is
Yahweh will judge everyone. At that time, the true God.
you, the people of Jerusalem, will watch 10 At that time, all the land in Judah will be
your enemies divide what you owned ﬂat, like the plain along the Jordan, from
among themselves.
the town of Geba in the north to the town

of Rimmon far to the south of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem will remain high up, as it has always been. The city will extend northeast
from the Benjamin Gate and the Corner
Gate, which was the old gate, and to the
Tower of Hananel, and then extending to
the king’s winepresses to the southwest. 11
Many people will live there, and God will
never again threaten the city with destruc3
But then Yahweh will attack those nation. It will be a completely safe city to live
tions; he will ﬁght as he fought at other
in.
times in battle. 4 On that day, he will stand
on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem. 12 But Yahweh will bring a severe disThe Mount of Olives will split into two ease on the people groups that attacked
parts, with a large valley between the Jerusalem. Their ﬂesh will rot while they
2

Yes, Yahweh says that he will cause
the armies of many nations to attack
Jerusalem. They will capture the city, take
all the valuable things from your houses,
and rape the women. They will take half
of the people to other countries, but they
will allow the other people to remain in
the city.
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are still standing up. Their eyes will rot
in their sockets and their tongues will
rot in their mouths. 13 At that time,
Yahweh will cause them to panic. They
will grab hold of each other and attack
14
each other.
Even the people who
live in other places in Judah will attack
Jerusalem. They will collect the valuable
things, the plunder, from the surrounding
armies of the nations—a lot of gold and silver and clothes. 15 The same plague that
will aﬄict the people of other nations will
aﬄict the horses, mules, camels, donkeys,
and all the other work animals in their
camps.

been brought for sacriﬁces and cook it in
their own pots. And at that time, people
will no longer buy or sell things in the
courtyard of the temple of Yahweh, the
Commander of the angel armies.

16

The people of other nations who previously came to ﬁght against Jerusalem,
all those who are still alive, will return
to Jerusalem every year to worship the
King, Yahweh, the Commander of the angel armies, and to celebrate the Festival of
Shelters. 17 If there are people in those
nations who do not go to Jerusalem to
worship there, rain will not fall on their
land. 18 If the people of Egypt do not go
to Jerusalem, they will not have any rain.
And Yahweh will cause them to suffer the
same plague that aﬄicted the people of
other nations that do not celebrate the Festival of Shelters. 19 That is how Yahweh
will punish the people of Egypt and the
people of any other nation who do not go
to Jerusalem to celebrate the Festival of
Shelters.
20

At that time, the words “Dedicated to
Yahweh” will be written on the bells that
are fastened to the horses. The cooking pots in the courtyard of the temple
will belong to Yahweh, like the bowls that
are in front of the altar. 21 Every pot in
Jerusalem and everywhere else in Judah
will be dedicated to Yahweh, the Commander of the angel armies. So everyone who
offers sacriﬁces there in Jerusalem will be
able to take some of the meat that has
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Chapter 1

”You show no respect for me! But you
priests ask, ‘How have shown no respect
for you?’
7

I answer: Instead of honoring me,
you have disgraced me by offering sacri1
This is a message that Yahweh gave to ﬁces on my altar that are unworthy of me,
sacriﬁces that I would never accept. Then
Malachi for the Israelites.
you dare to ask, ‘What sacriﬁces have we
2-3
Yahweh says, “I have loved you.” But given that are unworthy of you?’
I, Malachi, hear you people reply, “How
I answer: You think that it does not
have you shown us that you love us?”
matter if you do not honor my altar.
Yahweh replies,
8
You offer for sacriﬁces animals that
“Is it not true that Esau and Jacob
are blind. Is that not wrong? You offer
were brothers? Yet I have a covenant with
animals that are sick or lame. Do you reJacob and his descendants, but I have no
ally think I would accept such gifts? You
covenant with Esau and his descendants.
would not dare to offer such gifts to your
I caused Esau’s region to be abandoned, a
own governor! You know that he would
place where wild dogs live.”
not take them. You know that he would
4
The descendants of Esau who now live in be displeased with you and would not welEdom may say,
come you!”
“Yes, God has demolished our cities, That is what Yahweh, commander of the
but we will rebuild houses in the ruins.” angel armies, says!

But Yahweh, commander of the angel 9 I, Malachi, see you continually go
armies, replies,
through the motions of asking God to help
“They may build houses again, but us. But Yahweh, commander of the angel
I will demolish them again. Their country armies, says,
will be called ‘The land where wicked peo“If you bring to me sacriﬁces that are
ple live,’ and their people will be called
not acceptable to me, why should I help
‘The people with whom Yahweh is angry
you?”
forever.’ ”
10
Yahweh also says,
5
When you Israelite people yourselves

see what Yahweh will do to them, you will
“I wish that one of you would shut
say, “It is evident that Yahweh is very pow- the gates of the temple courtyard, in orerful even in foreign lands!”
der that no one could offer those worth6
But the Yahweh, commander of the angel less sacriﬁces. I am not pleased with you,
and I will not accept the offerings that you
armies, says to the people,
bring to me.”
“Boys honor their fathers, and servants respect their masters. So, if I am like This is what Yahweh, commander of the
11
your father and your master, why do you angel armies, says. He also says,
not honor me? Why do you not obey me?”
”People of other nations from east to

And Yahweh, commander of the angel west will indeed honor me. They will burn
armies, has something to say to you incense to honor me, and they will bring
priests:
right offerings, offerings that I will accept.
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This will happen because people in all the dung from the animals that you have sacnations will praise and honor me.
riﬁced, and I will make others come and
throw you away with that dung.
12
But you priests—you priests act in a way
that shows me no honor at all. You say, 4 When that happens, you will know that I
‘It is all right if people disgrace the altar warned you like this, in order that you deby bringing sacriﬁces that he will not ac- scendants of Levi will obey my covenant
with the priests.”
cept.’
You also say, ‘We are tired of burning
all these sacriﬁces on the altar.’ You turn
up your noses at doing this. You bring
sheep or goats that wild animals have attacked and torn in two. You also bring animals that are sick or that cannot walk. You
cannot really think that I should accept
these from you, can you?”

This is what Yahweh, commander of the
angel armies, is saying to you. 5 He also
says,

angel armies, says.

8

13

”I made my covenant with your ancestor Levi because I wanted the priests
to live prosperously and peacefully. And
that is what I enabled them to do. I required that they greatly respect me and
6
This is what Yahweh, commander of the honor me, and they did so. They taught
the people what was true and right; they
angel armies, says.
did not tell lies. They worked for me
14
Yahweh also says,
peacefully and loyally, and they helped
“I will curse anyone who tries to many people to stop sinning.
cheat me by swearing that he will bring 7 What priests say should enable people
to me a perfect animal from his herd, and to continue to learn the truth from generwho then brings me one that has defects. ation to generation. They should be cerIf anyone does that, I will punish him, be- tain that the priests will teach them corcause I am a great king, and people of the rection, because they must be true mesother nations honor me, but you do not!” sengers from me, Yahweh, commander of
This is what Yahweh, commander of the the angel armies.

But, you priests do not act in that way
any more. Instead, what you have taught
people has caused many of them to sin.
You have rejected the covenant that I
made with the descendants of Levi long
ago. 9 Therefore I have caused all the peo1
You priests, I will say something to warn ple to despise you, and I have caused them
you. 2 Yahweh, commander of the angel to shame you, for you have not obeyed me.
armies, says this:
Instead, you teach people different things,
depending on how important they are.”
”Pay attention to what I am saying,
and then decide to honor me. If you do not 10 Now I, Malachi, will warn you about
do that, I will curse you, and I will curse something else. It is certain that we Isthe things that I have done for you to help raelites are a people group only because
you. And I have already cursed them, be- God has created us as a people group. But
cause you have not honored me. 3 I will we lie to each other and harm each other;
punish your descendants, and it will be as in this way we disgrace the covenant that
though I had splattered on your faces the Yahweh made with our ancestors.

Chapter 2
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11

You people of Judah have been unfaithful toward Yahweh. You have done
disgusting things in Jerusalem and elsewhere in Israel. You Israelite men have
deﬁled the temple that Yahweh loves.
You have done that by marrying foreign
women, women who worship idols. 12 I
wish that Yahweh would drive away from
Israel absolutely every man who has done
that, along with his descendants—even if
they bring offerings to Yahweh, commander of the angel armies.
13

This is another thing that you do: You
come and weep in front of Yahweh’s altar,
covering it with your tears. You wail because he no longer pays attention to your
14
offerings.
You cry out, saying “Why
does Yahweh not like our offerings?” The
answer is that Yahweh heard that each of
you men solemnly promised to be faithful to your wives when you were young.
But you men have not done what you
promised; you have sent them away, the
ones with whom you made that covenant,
so you could marry foreign women.
15

Indeed, Yahweh made you one with
your wife, and he gave you some of his
spirit. He did this because he wanted you
to have children who would honor him.
So you must be careful not to let other
women attract you. Let none of you be
faithless to the woman whom you married when you were young.
16

The answer is that you have said that Yahweh is pleased with all those who do what
is evil, that he actually views them as good.
And you have also made him impatient
by always saying, “Why does God not act
justly toward us?”

Chapter 3
1

Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, says this:
“Look, I will soon send a messenger
to you, who will get you ready to welcome
me. I, the Lord, whom you say you desire
to come, will appear suddenly in my temple. A messenger will come, whom Yahweh had promised in the covenant that
you say you take pleasure in. I myself am
coming.” This is what Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, says.
2

And none of you will be able to stop Yahweh from judging you. For he will declare
no one innocent when he comes. He will
act like a ﬁre that burns hot enough to reﬁne precious metals. He will act as the
strong soap that laundrymen use to clean
clothing. 3 Yahweh will judge you; he will
be like a silversmith who sits down and
makes his silver pure, free from all impurities. Yahweh will forgive you and make
all of you priests and Levite temple workers not want to sin any longer. He will
make you like pure gold or silver. Then he
will accept your offerings that you bring
to him, because you will be righteous.”

Yahweh, the God to whom we Israelites
belong, says, “I hate divorce!” So if you
men divorce your wives, you are over4
When that happens, Yahweh will again
whelming them by acting cruelly toward
them. So be sure that you are not disloyal accept the offerings that the people of
to your wives. That is what Yahweh, com- Jerusalem and Judah bring to him, as he
did previously.
mander of the angel armies, says.

5
This is what Yahweh, commander of the
You have made Yahweh lose his paitangel armies, says:
ence with you by saying all those disgusting things. But you dare to ask, “How have
“At that time, I will come to
we made him impatient?”
you to judge you. I will quickly testify
17
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against all those who practice sorcery,
against those who mistreat helpless widows and orphans, against those who do
not treat the foreigners among you justly,
and against those who refuse to honor
me.”
6

I am Yahweh, and I never
change. That is why I have not yet gotten
rid of you, although you deceive people
like your ancestor Jacob did. 7 Ever since
the time when your ancestors were alive,
you have ignored my commands and refused to obey them. Now return to me;
if you do so, I will return to you. That is
what I, Yahweh, commander of the angel
armies, say. But you ask, ‘We have never
gone away from you, so how can we return to you?’

you, because your country will be delightful. That is what I, Yahweh, commander
of the angel armies, say.”
13

”I, Yahweh, have something else to
say to you. You have said terrible things
about me.
But you reply, ‘What terrible things have
we said about you?’
14

I reply: You have said that it is useless
for you to worship me. You say that you
have gained nothing by obeying my commands. You say that you have gained nothing by being sorry for your sins. 15 You
have also decided that from now on, you
will say that I like to help arrogant people.
You think that it is those who do evil who
become rich. You say they dare me to pun8
I reply: People should certainly not ish them because they think I never will.”
cheat God; but you people have cheated
me! You ask, ‘In what way did we cheat 16 After the people heard these messages
that I brought them from Yahweh, the
you?’
people who honored Yahweh discussed
I reply: You have cheated me by
these things with each other. And Yahweh
not bringing to me each year the tithes
listened to their conversations. While
and other offerings that I have required
he was watching, they wrote on a scroll
you to give me. 9 I have cursed everything
the things that would remind them about
that you do, because all you people in this
what
they promised, and they wrote on
country have been cheating me. 10 Now
that scroll the names of those who honbring all the tithes to the storerooms of the
ored Yahweh.
temple, in order that there may be enough
food for the people who serve me there. 17 Yahweh, commander of the angel
If you do that, I, Yahweh, commander of armies, says this about those people:
the angel armies, promise that I will open
”They will be my people. On
the windows of heaven and pour out from
them blessings on you. If you bring your the day that I punish the wicked people
tithes to the temple, the blessings will be among you, I will not punish them. I will
very great, with the result that you will not be just like a father who does not punish
have enough space to store all of them. So his son who obeys him. 18 When that haptest me to see if I am telling the truth. 11 pens, you will again see that the manner
You will have abundant crops to harvest, in which I treat righteous people is difbecause I will protect them in order that ferent from the manner in which I treat
locusts do not harm them. Your grapes wicked people. You will see that the manwill not fall from the vines before they are ner in which I act toward those who worripe. 12 When that happens, the people of ship me is different from the manner in
all nations will say that I have truly helped which I act toward those who do not.”

1345

MALACHI

Chapter 4
1

This is also what Yahweh, commander
of the angel armies, says: ”There will
be a time when I will judge and punish all the proud people and evildoers
in Israel. When that happens, it will be
like a day that they burn the useless remains of crops in the ﬁelds. Those people will burn up completely—as roots and
branches and everything else on a tree
burns completely in a very hot ﬁre. 2 But
for you who honor me, I, who always act
righteously, will come to you and heal you,
as the sun rises in the morning. You will
be as happy as young calves when they
leave their stalls to play in the ﬁelds. 3 On
the day when I judge the wicked, you will
celebrate. It will be as if you had walked
all over them.” This is what Yahweh, commander of the angel armies, promises.
4

Be sure to obey the laws that I commanded Moses, who served me well, to
give you. Obey all the commandments
and decrees that I gave him on Mount
Sinai, for all you people of Israel to obey.
5

Listen to this: One day I will send to
you the prophet Elijah. He will arrive before the great and dreadful day when I,
Yahweh, will judge everyone and punish
those who deserve punishment. 6 Because
of what Elijah will preach, parents and
their children join together in loving each
other again. If that does not happen, I will
come and destroy your country.”
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Chapter 1
1

This is the record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, the descendant of King
David and of Abraham. 2 Abraham was
the father of Isaac. Isaac was the father
of Jacob. Jacob was the father of Judah
and of his brothers. 3 Judah was the father
of Perez and Zerah, and their mother was
Tamar. Perez was the father of Hezron.
Hezron was the father of Ram. 4 Ram was
the father of Amminadab. Amminadab
was the father of Nahshon. Nahshon was
the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon and his
wife Rahab, a non-Jewish woman, were
the parents of Boaz. Boaz was the father
of Obed. Obed’s mother was Ruth, another non-Jewish woman. Obed was the
father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of
King David. David became the father of
Solomon; Solomon’s mother was the wife
7
Solomon was the father of
of Uriah.
Rehoboam. Rehoboam was the father of
Abijah. Abijah was the father of Asa. 8
Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat was the father of Joram. Joram was an ancestor of Uzziah. 9 Uzziah
was the father of Jotham. Jotham was the
father of Ahaz. Ahaz was the father of
Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah was the father of
Manasseh. Manasseh was the father of
Amon. Amon was the father of Josiah. 11
Josiah was the grandfather of Jechoniah
and Jechoniah’s brothers. They lived at
the time when the Babylonian army took
the Israelites as captives to the country of
Babylon.

ther of Eliakim. Eliakim was the father
of Azor. 14 Azor was the father of Zadok.
Zadok was the father of Akim. Akim was
the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar. Eleazar was the father of
Matthan. Matthan was the father of Jacob.
16
Jacob was the father of Joseph. Joseph
was Mary’s husband, and Mary was Jesus’
mother. Jesus is the one who is called the
Messiah.
17

The list of Jesus’ ancestors is as follows: Fourteen of them from the time
when Abraham lived to the time when
King David lived. There were another
fourteen from the time when David lived
until the time when the Israelites went
away to Babylon, and then yet another
fourteen from then until the time when
the Messiah was born.
18

This is the account of what happened
just before Jesus the Messiah was born.
Mary, his mother, had promised to marry
Joseph, but before they lived together as
husband and wife, they found out that she
was expecting a child by the Holy Spirit’s
power. 19 Now Joseph, who was to be her
husband, was a man who obeyed God’s
commands, so he decided not to marry
her. But he did not want to shame her
in front of other people. So he decided to
quietly drop his plans to marry her. 20
While he was seriously considering this,
an angel whom the Lord sent surprised
him in a dream. The angel said, ”Joseph,
descendant of King David, do not be afraid
to marry Mary. For what has been conceived in her is there by the Holy Spirit.
21
She will give birth to a son. Since it
is he who will save his people from their
sins, name him ‘Jesus.’” 22 All this happened to make come true what the Lord
12
After the Babylonians exiled the Istold the prophet Isaiah to write long ago.
raelites to Babylon, Jechoniah became the
Isaiah wrote, 23 ”Listen, a virgin will befather of Shealtiel. Shealtiel was an ancome pregnant and will give birth to a son.
cestor of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel was
They will call him Immanuel”—
the father of Abiud. Abiud was the fa-
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which means, “God is with us.” 24 When
Joseph got up from sleep, he did what the
angel had commanded him to do. He began to live with Mary as his wife. 25 But he
did not sleep with her until she had given
birth to a son. And Joseph named him Jesus.

Chapter 2
1

there and worship him, too.”
9

Then the men went toward the town
of Bethlehem. To their surprise, the star
that they had seen while they were in the
eastern country went ahead of them again
until it stood above the house where the
child was. 10 When they saw the star,
they rejoiced greatly and followed it. 11
They found the house, entered it, and saw
the child and his mother, Mary. They
bowed down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasure boxes and they
gave him gold, expensive frankincense,
and myrrh. 12 Then God warned them
in a dream not to return to King Herod.
So they left for their country, but instead
of traveling back on the same road, they
went on a different road.

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in the province of Judea during
the time that King Herod the Great ruled
there. Some time after Jesus was born,
some men from very far away to the east
who studied the stars came to the city of
Jerusalem. 2 They asked people, “Where
is the one who has been born king of the 13 After the men who studied the stars
Jews? We have seen a star in the east that left Bethlehem, an angel from the Lord
shows us he has been born, so we have appeared to Joseph in a dream. He said,
come to worship him.”
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and
3
When King Herod heard about what ﬂee into the country of Egypt. Stay there
those men were asking, he became very until I tell you that you should leave, beworried. Many of the people in Jerusalem cause King Herod is about to send soldiers
4
Then Herod to look14for the child so that they can kill
also became worried.
called together all the ruling priests and him.” So Joseph got up that same night;
teachers of the Jewish laws. He asked he took the child15and his mother, and they
them where the prophets had predicted ﬂed into Egypt. They stayed there until
that the Messiah was to be born. 5 They King Herod died, and then they left Egypt
said to him, ”He will be born in the town of again. In this way, what God had told the
Bethlehem, here in the province of Judea, prophet Hosea to write came true,

because the prophet Micah wrote long
“I have called my son to come out of
ago, 6 ‘You who live in Bethlehem in the Egypt.”
land of Judah, your town is certainly very 16
Before King Herod died, he realized that
important, because a man from your town
those men had tricked him, and he bewill become a ruler. He will guide my peocame furious. Because he thought that Jeple who live in Israel.’”
sus was still near Bethlehem, Herod sent
7
Then King Herod secretly called those soldiers there to kill all the boy babies two
men who studied the stars. He asked them years old and younger. Herod calculated
exactly when the star ﬁrst appeared. 8 how old the baby was, according to what
Then he said to them, “Go to Bethlehem the men who studied the stars told him
17
and inquire thoroughly where the infant about when the star ﬁrst appeared.
is. When you have found him, come back When Herod did this, what the prophet
and report to me so that I, myself, can go Jeremiah had written long ago came true,
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when he wrote about Bethlehem near the
”In the wilderness people hear sometown of Ramah:
one shouting to anyone who comes,
18

Women in Ramah were weeping and
’Get ready to receive the Lord when
wailing loudly.
he comes!
Rachel, the ancestor of those women,
was weeping for their dead children.

Get everything ready for him!’”

4
John wore rough clothing made from
People tried to comfort her, but they camel’s hair. As the prophet Elijah had
could not, because all the children were done so long ago, he wore a leather belt
dead.
around his waist. His food was only
19
After Herod died and while Joseph and grasshoppers and honey that he found in
his family were still in Egypt, an angel that the wilderness. 5 People who lived in the
the Lord had sent appeared to Joseph in a city of Jerusalem, many people who lived
dream. He said to Joseph, 20 “Get up and in other places in the district of Judea, and
take the child and his mother and go back many others who lived near the Jordan
to the country of Israel to live, because the River came to John to hear him preach.
people who were trying to kill the child 6 After they heard him, they openly conhave died.” 21 So Joseph took the child and fessed their sins, and then he baptized
his mother, and they went back to Israel. them in the Jordan River.
22

When Joseph heard that Archaelaus
now ruled in the province of Judea instead
of his father, King Herod the Great, he was
afraid to go there. Then God instructed
Joseph in a dream what to do, so Joseph,
Mary, and the baby went to the district
of Galilee. 23 They went to the town of
Nazareth to live there. The result was
that what the prophets had said long ago
came true: “People will say that he is from
Nazareth.”

Chapter 3
1

While Jesus was still in the town of
Nazareth, John, whom the people called
the Baptizer, went to a desolate place in
the province of Judea. He was preaching
to the people who came there. He kept
saying, 2 “You must stop sinning, because
God’s rule from heaven is near, and he
will reject you if you do not stop sinning.”
3
When John began preaching, then came
true what Isaiah the prophet had said long
ago. He said,

7

But John saw that many Pharisees and
Sadducees were coming for him to baptize them. He said to them, ”You people
are the children of poisonous snakes! No
one warned you that one day God will
punish everyone who sins, did they? Do
not think that you can escape from him!
8
If you truly stop sinning, then do right
things to show it. 9 I know that God
promised to be with Abraham’s descendants. But do not say to yourselves, ‘Since
we are descendants of our ancestor Abraham, God will not punish us even though
we have sinned.’ No! I tell you that he
can change these stones here into descendants of Abraham! 10 God is ready right
now to punish you, just like a man who
starts to chop away the roots of a fruit tree
that does not give good fruit. He will chop
down every tree like that and throw it into
the ﬁre.”
11

”As for me, I am not very important, because I baptize you only with water. I do it
when people are sorry for having sinned.
But someone else will come soon who will
do very powerful things. He is so much
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greater than I, that I do not even deserve food; they must listen to every word that
to carry his sandals.
God has spoken.’ ” 5 Then the devil took
He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and Jesus to Jerusalem, the city that was espein ﬁre. 12 He is holding his winnowing cially for God. He6 set him on the highest
fork, ready to separate the good grain part of the temple and said to him, ”If you
from the bad chaff. He is ready to clear are truly the Son of God, jump down to the
out all the bad chaff from where he has ground. You will, of course, not be hurt,
threshed the grain. He will take the righ- because God has said in the scriptures,

teous people home, as a farmer puts his
’God will command his angels to protect
wheat into his storehouse; but he will you.
burn the wicked people, like one burns
They will lift you up in their hands when
the chaff, in a ﬁre that never goes out.”
you
are falling,
13
During that time, Jesus went from the
district of Galilee to the Jordan River,
and they will keep you from even hitwhere John was. He did this so John could ting your foot on a stone.’” 7 But Jesus said,
baptize him. 14 When Jesus asked John to “No! I will not jump down, because God
baptize him, John refused; he said, “I need has also said in the scriptures, ‘Do not try
you to baptize me! But you are not a sin- to make your God prove who he is.’ ” 8
ner, so why do you come to me?” 15 But Je- Then the devil took him on top of a very
sus said to him, “Baptize me now, because high mountain. There he showed him all
in this way we two will do everything that the nations in the world and the magnifGod requires.” Then John agreed to bap- icent things in those nations. 9 Then he
tize him.
said to him, “I will let you rule all these na16
After that, Jesus immediately came up tions and give you the magniﬁcent things
out of the water. Just then, it was as in them if you bow down and worship
10
But Jesus said to him, “No, I will
though the sky was opened, and Jesus saw me.”
not
worship
you, Satan, so go away! God
God’s Spirit coming down and sitting on
17
Then God has said in the scriptures, ‘It is to the Lord
him, in the form of a dove.
spoke from heaven and said, “This is my your God whom you must bow down, and
11
Son. I love him, and I am very pleased you must worship only him!’ ” Then the
devil went away, and at that moment, anwith him.”
gels came to Jesus and took care of him.
12

Chapter 4
1

Then God’s Spirit led Jesus into the
wilderness for the devil to tempt him. 2
After he had not eaten food day and night
for forty days, he was hungry. 3 Satan, the
tempter, came to him and said, “If you are
really the Son of God, tell these stones to
become bread for yourself!” 4 But Jesus
said to him, “No! I will not do this, because
God has said in the scriptures, ‘For people
to truly live, they must have more than

While Jesus was in the province of
Judea, John the Baptizer’s disciples came
and told him that King Herod had put John
in prison. So Jesus returned to the district
of Galilee, to the town of Nazareth. 13 Then
he left Nazareth and went to the city of
Capernaum in order to live there. Capernaum is located beside the Sea of Galilee
in the region that formerly belonged to
14
the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali.
He went there so that these words that the
prophet Isaiah had written long ago might
come true:
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”The regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, is ruling. He was also healing all the people who were sick. 24 When people who
regions by the road going to the Sea, on
lived in other parts of the district of Syria
the eastern side of the Jordan River,
heard what he was doing, they brought to
regions in Galilee, home of many non- him people who suffered from illnesses,
Israelites!
people who suffered from many kinds of
16
Those people do not know God, as if diseases, people who suffered from severe pains, people who were controlled
they were in darkness,
by demons, people who were epileptics,
but they will learn the truth, as if a and people who were paralyzed. And Jebright light had shone on them.
sus healed them. 25 Then large crowds
Yes, they have been very afraid of dying, started to go with him. They were people
from Galilee, from the Ten Towns, from
But a brilliant light has shone upon the city of Jerusalem, from other parts of
them!”
the province of Judea, and from areas east
17
At that time, while Jesus was in the city of the Jordan River.
of Capernaum, he began to preach to the
people, “The rule of God from heaven is
near, and he will judge you when he rules.
So stop sinning!”
18

One day while Jesus was walking by the
Sea of Galilee, he saw two men, Simon,
who was later called Peter, and Andrew,
his younger brother. They were casting
their ﬁshing net into the water because
they caught and sold ﬁsh. 19 Jesus said
to them, “Come with me and I will teach
you how to gather people to become my
disciples. I will make your work ﬁshing
for people.” 20 They immediately left the
work that they were doing and went with
him.

Chapter 5
1

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up
on a mount. He sat down there and taught
his followers. They came near to him to
listen to him. 2 Then he began to teach
them by saying,
3

”God is pleased with people who admit
that they need him;
he will agree to rule over them from
heaven.
4

God is pleased with people who mourn
because of this sinful world;
he will encourage them.

21

As the three of them walked on from
there, Jesus saw two other men, James
and John, the younger brother of James.
They were in their boat with Zebedee,
their father, mending their ﬁshing nets.
Jesus told them that they should leave
their work and go with him. 22 Immediately they also left their boat and their father and went with Jesus.

5

God is pleased with people who are
humble;
they will inherit the earth that God will
make new.
6

God is pleased with people who desire
to live righteously just as someone might
wish to eat and drink;

he will make them able to live righJesus led those four men throughout all
teously.
of the district of Galilee. He was teach7
God is pleased with people who act
ing the people in the synagogues. He was
preaching the good news about how God mercifully toward others;
23
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he will act mercifully toward them.
8

God is pleased with people who try to
do only that which pleases him;
some day they will be where God is and
will see him.
9

God is pleased with people who help
other people to live peacefully;
he will regard them as his own children.
10

God is pleased with people who
live righteously; he is honored when their
righteous lives are the reason why evil
people insult and treat them badly.
God rules over these righteous people
from heaven.
11

happen. 18 This is a true saying: God may
remove the heaven and the earth, but God
will not remove anything from those laws,
not even the smallest details or a tiny dot
used to end a sentence, until God makes
everything he put in the law happen, just
19
as he said it would.
Because that
is true, if you break the commands that
are the least important, you will be the
least important person under God’s rule
from heaven. But if you keep all those
commands and teach others to obey God
as you are obeying him, you will become
very important in God’s rule from heaven.
20
I tell you that you must obey those laws
better than the teachers of the law, and
you must do what is right from your heart.
And you must do better than the Pharisees
or you will never come under the rule of
God from heaven.

God is pleased with you when other
people insult you, and he is honored when
they do evil things to you and when they
tell lies about you, saying that you are evil.
21
12
”Others have told you what God said to
When that happens, rejoice and be glad,
because God will give you a great reward our ancestors, ‘You must not kill anyone,’
in heaven. Remember, that is how they and, ‘If you kill anyone, the members of
persecuted the prophets who lived long a governing council might sentence you.’
22
But I tell you that if you are angry with
ago.
anyone,
God himself will judge you. If you
13
What salt does for food, this is what say to someone, ‘You are worthless,’ a govyou will do for the world. But if salt loses erning council will judge you. If you say to
its power, no one can make it good again. someone, ‘You are a fool,’ God will throw
People just throw it out and walk over it. you into the ﬁre in hell. 23 So when you
14
What light does for people in the dark, take your gift for God to the altar, if you
this is what you will do for the world. All remember that you have offended somepeople will see you, just as they see a city one, 24 leave your gift by the altar, and ﬁrst
built on a hillside. 15 No one lights a lamp go to the person you have offended. Tell
and puts it under a basket. Instead, they that person that you are sorry for what
put it on a lampstand so it can give light to you have done, and ask that person to foreveryone in the house. 16 Similarly, you give you. Then go back and offer your
need to do what is right in such a way that gift to God.
25
If a fellow citizen takes
other people can see what you do. When you to court in order to accuse you of dothey see it, they will praise your Father ing something wrong, come to an agreewho is in heaven.”
ment quickly with that person, while you
17
”You should not suppose that I have are still walking with that person to court.
come to you in order to do away with Do that while there still is time so that
the laws that God gave Moses or what the he will not take you to the judge, because
prophets wrote. Instead, I came to cause the judge might say you are guilty and
to happen what those things said would hand you over to the prison guard, and
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the prison guard will put you in prison. 26
Keep this in mind: If you go to prison, you
will never get out because you will never
be able to pay all that the judge says that
you owe. So remember also to be at peace
with your brothers.”

promised. That is where his great seat of
power is and from where he rules over
all things. 35 And do not swear any oath
on the promise that the earth would witness it. Do not do this, because the earth
is where God rests his feet. Never swear
an oath by the city of Jerusalem, because
27
”You have heard that God said to our anJerusalem is the city that belongs to God,
cestors, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ 28 But
our great King.
what I say to you is this: If a man even just
looks at a woman desiring to sleep with 36 Also, do not promise that you will do
her, God considers that he has already something and then say that they should
committed adultery with her in his mind. cut off your head if you do not do it.
29
If you want to sin because you have How could you promise something so imlooked at certain things, then stop looking portant, when you are not even able to
at them. Even if you have to destroy both change the color of one hair on your head.
of your eyes, do it if that would make you 37 If you talk about doing something, just
able to avoid sinning. It would be better say ‘Yes, I will do it,’ or ‘No, I will not do
to be blind and stop sinning, than for God it.’ If you say anything more than that, it
to throw you into hell while you can still is Satan, the Evil One, who has suggested
see. 30 And if one of your hands causes that you talk this way.”
you to sin, stop using your hand. Even if 38
”You have heard that our ancestors
you have to cut your hand off and throw
were told, ‘If someone harms one of your
it away, do it if that would make you able
eyes, then they should harm one of that
to avoid sinning. It would be better to lose
person’s eyes. And if someone harms one
a part of your body than for God to throw
of your teeth, then they should harm one
your whole body into hell.”
of that person’s teeth.’ 39 But now listen
31
”God has said in the scriptures, ‘If a man to what I say to you: Far from taking reis divorcing his wife, he should write a venge on someone who harms you, do not
document on which he states that he is di- even try to stop him. Instead, if someone
vorcing her.’ 32 But now listen to what I insults you by striking you on one cheek,
say to you: A man may divorce his wife turn your other cheek toward that person
40
If someone
only if she has committed adultery. If a so he can strike it also.
man divorces his wife for any other rea- wants to sue you in a court to get your tuson, she commits adultery if she marries nic, let that person have both it and your
someone else. And the man who marries outer garment, too, which is even of more
worth to you. 41 And if a Roman soldier
her also commits adultery.”
forces you to go with him one mile and
33
”You have also heard that long ago peocarry his gear, carry it for two miles. 42
ple were told, ‘You should never swear
Also, if someone asks you for something,
an oath by making up a lie! Instead, you
give it to him. If someone asks you to lend
should make your promises as you would
him something, go ahead and lend it to
if the Lord himself were standing before
him.”
you.’ 34 But now I will say to you something more: Do not swear an oath for 43 ”You have heard that God said to our
any reason! Do not ask the place where ancestors, ‘Love your fellow Israelites and
God lives in heaven to guarantee what you hate foreigners, for they are your ene-
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mies.’ 44 But now listen to what I say to
you: Love your enemies as well as your
friends, and pray for those who cause you
to suffer. 45 Do this in order to be like
God, your Father who is in heaven. He
acts kindly to all people. For example, he
causes the sun to shine equally on wicked
people and on good people, and he sends
rain both on people who obey his law and
46
on people who do not.
If you love
only the people who love you, do not expect God to reward you at all! Even people who do terrible things, such as tax collectors, love those who love them. You
must act better than they do! 47 Yes, and if
you greet only your friends and ask God to
bless them, you are not acting any better
than other people. Even non-Jews, who do
not obey God’s law, do the same thing! 48
So you must be completely faithful to God
your Father in heaven, just as he is completely faithful to you.”

’Father, you who are in heaven,
May everyone honor you.
10

May you rule over everyone and
everything completely.
May everything happen on earth just
as you desire,

Chapter 6
1

the synagogues and on the corners of the
main streets to pray, in order that other
people will see them and think highly of
them. That is the only reward they will
get. 6 But as for you, when you pray,
go into your private room and close the
door in order to pray to God, your Father,
whom no one can see. He observes you
and will reward you. 7 When you pray, do
not repeat words many times as the people who do not know God do when they
pray. They think that if they use many
words, their gods will listen to them and
give them what they ask for. 8 Do not repeat words as they do, because God your
Father knows what you need before you
ask him. 9 So pray things like this:

just as it happens in heaven.

”Make certain that when you do good
deeds you are not doing them so people
will see what you do. If that is your reason
for doing what is good, God, your Father
who is in heaven, will not give you any reward. 2 So whenever you give something
to the poor, do not make other people notice it as if playing a trumpet. That is what
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in
the main roads in order that people might
praise them. That is the only reward the
hypocrites will receive! 3 Instead of doing as they do, when you give something
to the poor, do not let other people know
what you are doing. 4 In that way, you will
be giving to the poor secretly. As a result
God, your Father who observes you while
no one else sees you, will reward you.

11

Give us each day the food that we
need for that day.
12

Forgive our sins in the same way that
we forgive the people who have sinned
against us.
13

Do not let us do wrong things when
we are tempted,
and rescue us when Satan tries to
harm us.’
14

Forgive the people who sin against you,
because, if you do, God, your Father who
is in heaven, will forgive your sins. 15 But
if you do not forgive other people, neither
will God forgive your sins.
16

When you keep from eating food in order to please God, do not look sad as the
5
”Also when you pray, do not do what hypocrites look. They make their faces
the hypocrites do. They like to stand in appear sad in order that people will see
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that they are not eating food. Keep in
mind that is the only reward those people will get! 17 Instead, each of you, when
you keep from eating food, should comb
your hair and wash your face as usual, 18
in order that other people will not notice
that you are fasting. But God, your Father,
whom no one can see, will observe that
you are not eating food. He sees you even
though no one else sees you, and he will
reward you.

portant than those things. 26 Think about
the birds. They do not plant seeds, and
they do not harvest crops or gather produce into barns. They always have food
to eat because God, your Father who is
27
in heaven, provides food for them.
None of you can, just by worrying, add
years to your life. You cannot add even
one minute to your life! So you should not
worry about things you need.

19

Do not selﬁshly accumulate large quantities of money and material goods for
yourselves on this earth, because the
earth is where everything perishes—
where moths ruin clothing, rust destroys
metals, and thieves steal what belongs to
other people. 20 Instead, do deeds that will
please God so that you store up treasures
in heaven. Nothing perishes in heaven. In
heaven no moths can ruin clothing, there
is no rust, and there are no thieves who
could steal. 21 Remember that whatever
is most important to you, that is what you
will be thinking about.
22

”Your eyes are like a lamp for your body,
because they enable you to see things. So
if you see things as God sees them, it will
be as if your whole body were full of light.
23
But if your eyes are bad, you are not
able to see things well. You will be in complete darkness. How greedy you will be!
24

“No one is able to serve two different
masters at the same time. If he tried to do
that, he would hate one of them and love
the other one, or he would be loyal to one
of them and despise the other one. Similarly, you cannot worship God and money
at the same time.”
25

That is why I tell you that you should not
worry about things that you need in order
to live. Do not worry about whether you
will have enough food to eat and things to
drink, or enough clothes to wear. The way
you conduct your lives is much more im-

28

You should also not worry about
whether you will have enough clothes to
wear. Think about the way ﬂowers grow
in the ﬁelds. They do not work to earn
money, and they do not make their own
clothes. 29 But I tell you that even though
King Solomon, who lived long ago, wore
very beautiful clothes, his clothes were
not as beautiful as one of those ﬂowers.
30
God makes the wild plants very beautiful, but they grow in the ﬁeld for only a
short time. One day they grow, and the
next day people will throw them into an
oven to burn them. But you are more important to God than wild plants are, and
you live much longer. So trust in God, you
who have so little faith! 31 So do not worry
and say, ‘Will we have anything to eat?’
or ‘Will we have anything to drink?’ or
‘Will we have clothes to wear?’ 32 Those
who do not know God are always worrying about things like that. But God, your
Father who is in heaven, knows that you
need all those things. 33 Instead, make it
the most important thing that God should
rule over the entire world and that everyone should do what he requires. If you do
that, he will give you all the things that
you need. 34 So do not be worried about
what will happen to you the next day, because when that day comes, you will have
enough to be concerned about. So do not
worry ahead of time.”
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Chapter 7

act toward you, that is the way you should
act toward them, because that is the meaning of God’s law and of everything that the
1
Do not talk about how sinfully others prophets wrote long ago.
have acted, in order that God will not say
13-14
“Going to live forever with God in
how sinfully you have acted. 2 If you
condemn other people, God will condemn heaven is diﬃcult; it is like a diﬃcult road
you. To the same extent that you condemn that you should take. There is another
others, you will be condemned. 3 None road, one that most people take. That road
of you should be concerned about some- is wide; they walk on until they reach a
one else’s small faults! That would be like wide gate, but when they go through it,
noticing a speck of straw in that person’s they will die. So I am telling you to take the
eye. But you should be concerned about diﬃcult road and enter the narrow gate to
your own big faults because you do not live forever with God in heaven.”
notice a huge wooden plank in your own 15 Watch out for people who come to you
eye. 4 You should not say to other people and say falsely that they are telling you
about their minor faults, ‘Let me remove what God has said. They are like wolves
the speck from your eye!’ while you still that have covered themselves with sheephave a wooden plank in your own eye. 5 skins to appear harmless but will attack
If you do that, you are a hypocrite! You you. 16 By seeing the fruit that plants proshould ﬁrst remove the plank out of your duce you know what kind of plants they
own eye before trying to get the speck out are. Thornbushes cannot produce grapes
of someone else’s eye.”
and thistles cannot produce ﬁgs, so no one

thinks of picking grapes from thorns or
ﬁgs from thistles. 17 Here is another example: All good fruit trees produce good
fruit, but all rotten trees produce worthless fruit. 18 No good fruit tree produces
worthless fruit, and no rotten tree produces good fruit. 19 Workers chop down
and burn up all the trees that do not pro7
”Keep asking God for what you need, and
duce good fruit. 20 By seeing what plants
keep expecting him to give it to you. 8
produce, you know what kind of plants
For everyone who asks God for something,
they are. Similarly, when you see what
and who expects him to give it to him, will
the people who come to you do, you will
receive it.
know if they truly produce good or not.
9
If your son asked you for bread, no one 21
Even though many people habitually
among you would give him a stone, would
call me Lord, pretending that they have
he? 10 If your son asked you for a ﬁsh, no
my authority, God will not agree to rule
one among you would give him a snake,
from heaven over some of them, because
11
You know how to give
would he?
they do not do what he desires. My Fagood things to your children, even though
ther will agree to rule over only those who
you are evil. So God, your Father who is
do what he wants. 22 On the day that God
in heaven, will even more certainly give
judges everyone, many people will say to
good things to those who ask him.
me, ‘Lord, we spoke God’s message as your
12
So in whatever way you want others to representatives! As your representatives
6

”You do not give things that belong to
God to dogs that would attack you. And
you do not throw valuable pearls in front
of hogs, because they would just walk on
them. In the same way, do not tell wonderful things about God to people who you
know will do evil things to you in return.
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we drove out demons from people! And as
your representatives, many times we performed mighty deeds!’ 23 Then I will publicly say to them, ‘I have never admitted
that you belonged to me. Go away from
me, you who do what is evil!’”

Jesus said to him, “Make sure that now
you do not report about my healing you
to anyone other than the priest. Then go
to the temple in Jerusalem and give the offering that Moses commanded so people
will know about it.”

24

5

So then, anyone who hears what I say
and does what I command will be like a
wise man who built his house on rock.
25
Even though the rain came down and
the river ﬂooded, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, it did not fall
down because it had been built on solid
rock. 26 On the other hand, anyone who
hears what I say but does not obey me
will be like a foolish man who built his
house on sand. 27 When the rain fell, and
the river ﬂooded, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, it crashed down
and broke completely apart because it
was built on sand. So you should obey
what I have told you.”
28

When Jesus ﬁnished teaching all those
things, the crowds who had heard him
were amazed by how he taught. 29 He
taught like a teacher who relies on what
he himself knows. He did not teach like
those who taught the Jewish laws, who repeated the different things that other men
had taught.

Chapter 8
1

When Jesus went down from the hillside,
large crowds followed him. 2 After Jesus
left the crowds, a man who had a skin
disease came and knelt before him. He
said to Jesus, “Lord, please heal me, because I know you are able to heal me if
you are willing to.” 3 Then Jesus stretched
out his hand and touched the man. He
said to him, “I am willing to heal you, and
I heal you now!” Immediately the man
4
Then
was healed from his sickness.

When Jesus went to the city of Capernaum, a Roman oﬃcer who commanded
one hundred soldiers came to him. He
begged Jesus to help him. 6 He said to him,
“Lord, my servant is lying in bed at home
and is paralyzed, and he has severe pain.”
7
Jesus said to him, “I will go to your house
and heal him.” 8 But the oﬃcer said to
him, ”I am not worthy for you to come into
my house. Instead, just say that my servant is healed, and he will be healed. 9 It
is the same way with me. I am a soldier; I
have to obey my commanders, and I also
have soldiers that I command. When I say
to one of them ‘Go!’ he goes. When I say to
another ‘Come!’ he comes. When I say to
my slave, ‘Do this!’ he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled. He said to the
crowd that was walking with him, ”Listen
to this: I have never before found anyone
who trusts in me as much this non-Jewish
man. Not even in Israel, where I would expect people to believe in me, have I found
anyone who trusts so much in me! 11 I
tell you truly that many other non-Jewish
people will believe in me also, and they
will come from distant countries, including those far to the east and far to the
west, and they will sit down to feast with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when God will
rule from heaven over everything completely. 12 But as for the Jews whom God
intended to rule—he will throw them into
hell, where there is total darkness. There
they will weep because of their suffering,
and they will grind their teeth because
they will have severe pain.” 13 Then Jesus
said to the oﬃcer, “Go home. What you believed will happen.” Then the oﬃcer went
home and found out that his servant had
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become well at the exact time that Jesus riﬁed! You do not believe very much that
told him that he would heal him.
I can rescue you.” Then he got up and rebuked the wind and told the waves to calm
14
When Jesus and some of his disciples
down. Immediately the wind stopped
went to the home of Peter, Jesus saw Peblowing and the water became calm. 27
ter’s mother-in-law. She was lying on
The men were amazed, and they said to
a bed because she had a fever. 15 He
each other, “This man is certainly an extouched her hand, and immediately she
traordinary person! All things are under
no longer had a fever. Then she got up and
his control! Even the winds and the waves
served them some food.
obey him!”
16
That evening when the Sabbath ended, 28
When they came to the east side of the
the crowd brought to Jesus many people
lake, they arrived in the region where the
whom demons controlled, and other peoGadarenes lived. Then two men whom
ple who were sick. He made the demons
demons controlled came out of the burial
leave just by speaking to them, and he
caves where they were living. Because
healed all the people who were sick. 17
they were extremely violent and attacked
When he did this, he made come true what
people, no one dared to travel on the road
the prophet Isaiah had written, ‘He freed
there. 29 Suddenly they shouted to Jesus,
people from being sick, and he made them
“You are the Son of God! Because you
well.’
have nothing in common with us, leave
18
Jesus saw the crowd around him he us alone! Have you come here to torture
told his disciples to take him by boat to us before the time God has appointed to
the other side of the lake. 19 As they punish us?” 30 There was a large herd
were walking toward the boat, a man who of pigs grazing not far away. 31 So the
taught the Jewish laws came to him and demons begged Jesus and said, “You are
said, “Teacher, I will go with you wher- going to drive us out of these men, so send
ever you go.” 20 Jesus answered him, us into those pigs!” 32 Jesus said to them,
“Foxes have holes in the ground in which “If that is what you want, go!” So the
to live, and birds have nests, but even demons left the men and entered the pigs.
though I am the Son of Man, I do not have Suddenly the whole herd of pigs rushed
a home where I can sleep.” 21 Another down the steep bank into the water and
man who was one of Jesus’ disciples said drowned. 33 The men who were tending
to him, “Lord, permit me ﬁrst to go home. the pigs became afraid and ran into the
After my father dies I will bury him, and town and reported everything that had
then I will come with you.” 22 But Jesus happened, including what had happened
said to him, “Come with me now. The peo- to the two men whom demons had conple who are as good as dead, let them wait trolled. 34 Then it seemed as if all the peofor their own people to die.”
ple who lived in that town went to meet
Jesus.
When they saw him and the two
23
Then Jesus got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly strong men whom demons had controlled, they
winds blew on the water, and very high pleaded with Jesus to leave their region.
waves were splashing into the boat and
ﬁlling it. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 They
went and woke him up, and said to him,
“Lord, rescue us! We are about to drown!”
26
He said to them, “You should not be ter-

Chapter 9
1
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They sailed over the lake and went to Capernaum, the city where he was staying. 2
Some people brought to him a man who
was paralyzed and who was lying on a
sleeping pad. When Jesus perceived that
they believed that he could heal the paralyzed man, he said to him, “Young man,
be encouraged! I forgive your sins.” 3
Some of the men who taught the Jewish
laws said among themselves, “This man
thinks he is God; he cannot forgive sins!” 4
Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he
said, ”You should not think evil thoughts!
5
What is easier, to tell him that his sins
are forgiven or to tell him to get up and
walk? 6 So I am going to do something
in order that you may know that God has
authorized me, the Son of Man, to forgive
sins.” Then he said to the paralyzed man,
“Get up, pick up your sleeping pad, and
7
Immediately the man got
go home!”
up, picked up his sleeping pad, and went
home! 8 When the crowds saw this, they
were awestruck. They praised God for giving such authority to people.
9

As Jesus was going away from there, he
saw a man named Matthew. He was sitting at a table where he collected taxes
for the Roman government. Jesus said
to him, “Come with me and be my disciple!” So Matthew got up and went with
him. 10 Jesus and his disciples sat down
in a house for a meal. While they were
eating, many tax collectors and other persons came and ate with them. 11 When the
Pharisees saw that, they went up to the disciples and said, “It is disgusting that your
teacher eats and associates with tax collectors and other people like them.” 12 Jesus
heard what they said, so he told them this
parable: ”It is people who are sick who
need a doctor, not people who are well. 13
You need to learn what these words that
God said mean: ‘I want you to act mercifully to people and not just to offer sacriﬁces.’ Keep in mind that I came to you, not

to invite people who think that they are
righteous to turn away from their sinful
lives and come to me, but to invite people
who know they are sinners.”
14

Then the disciples of John the Baptizer
came to Jesus and asked him, “We and
the Pharisees often abstain from food because we want to please God, but your disciples do not do that. Why do they not?”
15
Jesus answered, ”When the bridegroom
is with his friends when he gets married,
those people do not mourn, do they? No,
because they are not sad at that time. But
when the bridegroom has to leave them,
they will abstain from food, because they
will be sad.
16

People do not sew a patch of unshrunken cloth on an old garment to
mend a hole. If they did that, when they
washed the garment, the patch would
shrink and tear the garment, and the hole
17
Neither does
would become bigger.
anyone pour fresh grape juice into old
skin bags to store it. If anyone did that,
those skin bags would tear when the juice
became wine. The bags would be ruined, and the wine would be spilled on
the ground. Instead, people put new wine
into new skin bags, and the bags will
stretch when the wine ferments. In this
way, both the wine and the bags will be
safe.”
18

While Jesus was saying that, a leader
in the city came and bowed down before
him. Then he said, “My daughter has just
now died! But if you come and lay your
hand on her, she will live again!” 19 So Jesus got up, and he and the disciples went
20
Then a woman who
with the man.
had been suffering constant bleeding for
twelve years came near Jesus. She came
behind him and touched the edge of his
garment. 21 She was saying to herself, “If I
just touch his garment, I will be healed.”
22
Then Jesus turned around to see who
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had touched him. And when he saw the who rules the demons, who enables this
woman, he said to her, “Be encouraged, man to drive out demons from people.”
dear woman. Because you believed that 35
Then Jesus and his disciples went
I could heal you, I have healed you.” The
through many of the cities and towns
woman was healed at that very moment.
in the district of Galilee. He was teach23
Jesus came to the man’s house and ing in the synagogues and preaching the
saw the ﬂute players playing funeral mu- good news about how God will rule from
sic; there were also many mourners who heaven. He also was healing the people
were wailing loudly because the girl had who had various diseases and illnesses. 36
died. 24 He said to them, “Go away and When he saw the crowds of people, he
stop this funeral music and wailing, be- pitied them because they were upset and
cause the girl is not dead! She is just sleep- worried. They were like sheep that do not
ing!” The people laughed at him, because have a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his
they knew that she was dead. 25 But Je- disciples: ”The people who are ready to
sus told them to get out of the house. Then receive my message are like a ﬁeld where
he went into the room where the girl was the crops are ready to harvest. But there
lying. He took hold of her hand and she are not many people who go to gather the
became alive again and got up. 26 And the crops. 38 So pray and ask the Lord God to
people of that whole region heard about send many more people to gather in his
crops.”
it.
27

As Jesus went away from there, two
blind men followed him and shouted,
“Have mercy on us and heal us, you Descendant of King David!” 28 Jesus went
into the house, and then the blind men
went in, too. Jesus said to them, “Do you
believe that I am able to heal you?” They
29
Then he
said to him, “Yes, Lord!”
touched their eyes and he said to them,
“Because you believe that I can heal your
eyes, I am healing them right now!” 30
And they were able to see! Then Jesus told
them sternly, “Be sure that you do not tell
anybody what I have done for you!” 31 But
they went out and spread the new in that
whole region.
32

Chapter 10
1

Jesus told his twelve disciples to come
to him. Then he gave them the power to
drive out evil spirits that controlled people. He also enabled them to heal people who had all kinds diseases or who
2
were sick in all kinds of ways.
Here
is a list of the twelve disciples, whom
he called apostles. They were Simon,
to whom he gave the new name Peter;
Andrew, Peter’s younger brother; James
the son of Zebedee; John, the younger
brother of James; 3 Philip; Bartholomew;
Thomas; Matthew, the tax collector; James
the son of Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; 4 Simon
the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who was
disloyal to Jesus and pointed him out to
the authorities so they could arrest him.

Just when those two men were leaving,
some people brought to Jesus a man who
was unable to speak because a demon controlled him. 33 After Jesus had driven out
the demon, the man began to speak! The
crowds saw this and they were astonished 5 When Jesus was about to send his twelve
and said, “Never before have we seen any- apostles to tell the good news to people
thing as marvelous as this happen in Is- in various places, he gave them these inrael!” 34 But the Pharisees said, “It is Satan, structions: ”Do not go where the non-Jews
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live or into the towns where the Samaritans live. 6 Instead, go to the people of Israel; they are like sheep who have strayed
away from their shepherd. 7 When you go
to them, proclaim to them that God will
soon rule from heaven. 8 Heal sick people, cause dead people to become alive,
heal people with leprosy and bring them
back into society, and cause demons to
leave those whom they control. Do not
charge any money for helping people, because God did not charge you anything
for helping you. 9 Do not take any money
with you, 10 nor a bag for what belongs
to you. Do not take an extra tunic, nor
sandals in addition to what you are wearing, nor a walking stick. Every worker
deserves to get pay from the people for
whom he works, so you deserve to receive
food from the people to whom you go. 11
In any town or village that you enter, ﬁnd
a person who wants you to stay in his
home. 12 As you go into that house, call
upon God to do good to the people who
live there. Stay in that home until you
leave that town or village. 13 If the people
who live in that house receive you well,
God will indeed do good to them. But if
they do not receive you well, then your
prayer will not help them, and God will
not do them good. 14 If the people who
live in any house or town do not welcome
you, nor listen to your message, leave that
place. As you leave, shake off the dust
from your feet. By doing that, you will
warn them that God will reject them as
they rejected what you said. 15 Note this
carefully: At the time when God judges all
people, he will punish the wicked people
who lived in Sodom and Gomorrah. But if
the people of any city reject you, God will
punish them even more severely.
16

”Take note: When I send you out, you
will be as defenseless as sheep, among
people who are as dangerous as wolves.
So be careful like snakes are careful and

be harmless to them like pigeons are
harmless. 17 Also, be on guard against
such people, because they will arrest you
and take you to the members of the governing councils to put you on trial. They
will whip you in their synagogues. 18 And
because you belong to me, they will take
you before governors and kings in order
that they may put you on trial and punish you. But you will testify to those rulers
and to other non-Jews about me. 19 When
those people arrest you, do not be worried
about what you will say to them, because
the words that you should say will come to
you. 20 It is not that you will decide what to
say. Instead, you will say what the Spirit
of your heavenly Father tells you to say.
21
They will take you to the authorities to
die because you believe in me. For example, people will do that to their brothers,
and fathers will do that to their children.
Children will rebel against their parents
and cause them to be killed. 22 Many people will hate you because you trust in me.
But anyone who faithfully trusts in me until they die, those people God will save. 23
When people in one city cause you to suffer, escape to another city. Note this: I, the
Son of Man, will certainly return to earth
before you have ﬁnished going from one
town to another town throughout Israel
and telling people about me.
24

A disciple should not expect to be
greater than his teacher, and servants are
not superior to their master. 25 You do not
expect that people will treat a student better than they treat his teacher, or that they
will treat a servant better than they treat
his master. Similarly, because I am your
teacher and master, you can expect that
people will mistreat you, because they
have mistreated me. I am like the ruler
of a household, whom they call Satan. If
they act that badly toward me, how do you
think they will act toward you?”
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”Do not be afraid of those people. Everything that is covered up will be uncovered, and every secret will be made
known. 27 So, instead of being afraid, what
I say to you secretly as people do at night,
tell it publicly as people do during the daytime. What I say to you privately as people
do when they whisper to you, proclaim
28
it publicly.
Do not be afraid of people who are able to kill your body but
are not able to destroy your soul. Instead,
fear God, because he is able to destroy
both your body and your soul in hell. 29
Think about the sparrows. They have so
little value that you can buy two of them
for only one small coin. But when any
sparrow falls to the ground and dies, God,
your heavenly Father, knows it, because
he knows everything. 30 He knows everything about you, too. He even knows how
many hairs you have on your head! 31
God values you much more than he values sparrows. So, do not be afraid of people who threaten to kill you! 32 If people
are willing to tell others that they belong
to me, I will also acknowledge before my
Father who is in heaven that they belong
to me. 33 But if they are afraid to say in
front of others that they belong to me, I
will tell my Father, who is in heaven, that
they are not mine.”
34

”Do not think that I came to earth to
cause people to live together in peace. Because I have come, some of those who
follow me will die. 35 Because I came to
earth, people who do not believe in me
will be against those who do believe in
me. For example, some sons will oppose
their fathers, some daughters will oppose
their mothers, and some daughters-in-law
will oppose their mothers-in-law. 36 This
shows that sometimes a person’s enemies
will be members of his own household. 37
People who love their fathers or mothers
more than they love me are not worthy to
belong to me. And people who love their

sons or daughters more than they love me
are not worthy to belong to me. 38 If you
are not ready to die because you belong to
me, then you are not worthy to belong to
me. 39 People who deny that they believe
in me in order to escape dying will not
live with God eternally, but people who
are willing to lose their lives because they
trust in me will live with God eternally.”
40

”God considers that everyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and he considers that everyone who welcomes me welcomes him, the one who sent me. 41
Those who welcome someone because
they know that person is a prophet—
they will receive the same reward that
prophets receive from God. Likewise,
those who welcome a person because they
know that person is righteous—they will
receive the reward that righteous people
receive from God. 42 Note this: Suppose
people see that you are thirsty and give
you a drink of cold water because they
know that you are one of my disciples,
even if you are not an important person at
all. God will certainly reward people who
do that.”

Chapter 11
1

When Jesus had ﬁnished instructing his
twelve disciples about what they should
do, he sent them to various Israelite towns.
Then he went to teach and preach in other
Israelite towns in that area.
2

While John the Baptizer was in prison,
he heard what the Messiah was doing.
So he sent some of his disciples to him 3
to ask him, “Are you the Messiah whom
the prophets said would come, or is it
someone else that we should expect to
come?” 4 Jesus answered John’s disciples,
”Go back and report to John what you hear
me telling people and what you see me
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doing. 5 I am making blind people to see
again and lame people to walk. I am healing people who have leprosy. I am making
deaf people to hear again and dead people to become alive again. I am telling the
poor people God’s good news. 6 Also tell
John that God is pleased with people who
do not stop believing in me because they
do not like what I am doing.”
7

When John’s disciples had gone away,
Jesus began to talk to the crowd of people about John. He said to them, ”When
you went out into the wilderness to see
John, what was it you expected to see?
You did not go there just to look at the tall
grass blowing in the wind, did you? 8 So
what kind of person did you expect to see?
Surely not a man who was wearing expensive clothes. No! You know very well that
people who wear clothes like that reside
in kings’ palaces and not in the wilderness.
9
So really, what kind of person did you
expect to see? A prophet? Oh, yes! But
let me tell you this: John is not just any ordinary prophet. 10 He is the one to whom
God was referring when someone wrote
in the scriptures and said,

only that, but if you are willing to try to
understand this, I will tell you that John is
in fact the second Elijah, the prophet who
was to come in the future. 15 If you want to
understand this, you must think carefully
about what I have just said.
16

But you and the other people who are
alive now, you are like children who are
playing games in the marketplace. Some
of them call to their friends, 17 ‘We played
happy music on the ﬂute for you, but you
refused to dance! Then we sang sad funeral songs for you, but you refused to
18
cry!’
I say this because you are dissatisﬁed with both John and me! When
John came and preached to you, he did not
eat good food and did not drink wine, like
most people do. But you rejected him and
said, ‘A demon is controlling him!’ 19 I, the
Son of Man, was not like John. I eat the
same food and drink wine as other people do. But you also reject me and say,
‘Look! This man eats too much food and
drinks too much wine, and he is friends
with tax collectors and other sinners!’ But
anyone who is truly wise will show it by
doing good deeds.”

‘Notice this! I am sending my messenger 20
In the towns where Jesus had perto go ahead of you to prepare the people
formed most of his miracles, the people
for your coming.’
there still refused to turn to God. So he
11
Note this: Of all the people who have began to rebuke them by saying to them,
ever lived, God does not consider any of 21 ”You people who live in the city of
them to be greater than John the Baptizer. Chorazin and you in the city of Bethsaida,
At the same time, God considers those how terribly you will suffer! I did great
that are not important in the kingdom he miracles in your cities, but you did not
rules from heaven to be greater than John. stop sinning. If I had done these things
12
From the time that John the Baptizer in the cities of Tyre and Sidon of long ago,
preached until now, some people have those wicked people would certainly have
been trying to make God rule from heaven stopped sinning; they would have put on
in their own way, and they have been us- rough clothing and sat in the cold ashes of
ing force for this purpose. 13 Everything their ﬁres, so sorry they would have been.
that I am saying about John is just what 22 Let me tell you this: God will punish
you can read in what the prophets have the wicked people who lived in the cities
written and what the law has been saying of Tyre and Sidon, but he will punish you
until the time of John the Baptizer. 14 Not even more severely on the ﬁnal day when
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he judges all people. 23 I also have something to say to you people who live in the
city of Capernaum. Do you think that others will praise you so much that you will
go right up to heaven? That will not happen! On the contrary, you will go down
to where God punishes people after they
die! If I had done these same miracles
in Sodom of long ago, those wicked people would certainly have stopped sinning,
and their city would have been here even
today. But you have not stopped sinning.
24
Let me tell you this: God will punish the
wicked people who lived in Sodom, but he
will punish you even more severely on the
ﬁnal day when he judges all people.”

25

At that time Jesus prayed, ”Father, you
rule over everything in heaven and on
the earth. I thank you that you have prevented people who think that they are
wise and well educated from knowing
these things. Instead, you have revealed
them to people who accept your truth just
as little childen believe what an adult tells
them. 26 Yes, Father, you have done that
because it seemed good to you to do so.”

27

Then Jesus said to the people, ”God, my
Father, has revealed to me all the things
that I need to know in order to do my
work. Only my Father knows who I really
am. Furthermore, only I and those people to whom I wish to reveal him really
know him. 28 Come to me, all you people who are very weary of trying to obey
all the laws your leaders say you should. I
will let you rest from all that. 29 Submit to
me, like an ox to its yoke, and learn what
I have to teach you. I am gentle and humble, and you will truly rest. 30 For the load
I will give you is light, and you will carry
it easily.”

Chapter 12
1

On a Sabbath at that time, Jesus and the
disciples were walking past some grain
ﬁelds. Because the disciples were hungry,
they began to pick some of the heads of
grain and eat them, something that the
law of Moses allowed. 2 Some Pharisees
saw them doing that, so they said to Jesus,
“Look! Your disciples are doing work on
our day of rest. The law does not allow
that!” 3 But Jesus answered, ”It is written in the scriptures what our ancestor
King David did when he and the men with
him were hungry. 4 King David entered
the sacred tent where they worshiped God
and ate the bread that had been on display
before God. But according to the law of
Moses, only priests were permitted to eat
that bread, but David and the men who
were with him ate it. 5 Also, surely you
have read what Moses wrote, when he
said that even though the priests, by working in the temple on our Sabbath day, are
not obeying the Jewish day of rest laws,
they are not guilty. 6 Let me tell you what
this means: I have come to you, and I am
more important than the temple. 7 You
should think about these words of God
in the scriptures: ‘I want you to act mercifully toward people, and not just offer
sacriﬁces.’ If you understood what that
means, you would not condemn my disciples, who have done no wrong. 8 I am the
Son of Man, and I have the authority to tell
people what they can do on the Sabbath
day.”
9

After Jesus left there that day, he went
into a synagogue. 10 There he saw a man
with a withered hand. The Pharisees kept
wanting to debate with Jesus about the
Sabbath, so one of them asked him, “Does
God permit us to heal people on our day of
rest?” They were hoping that Jesus would
commit a sin by saying something wrong.
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He replied to them, ”Suppose that one of
you had just one sheep, and that it fell into
a deep hole on the Sabbath day. Would
you just leave it there? Certainly not! You
would take hold of it and lift it out right
away! 12 But a person is much more valuable than a sheep. So it is certainly right
for us to do good by healing another person any day, even on our day of rest!” 13
Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand!” The man stretched out his withered hand, and it became healthy like the
other hand! 14 Then the Pharisees left the
synagogue. They began to plan together
how they could kill Jesus.
15

Because Jesus knew that the Pharisees
were plotting to kill him, he took the disciples and went away from there. Large
crowds, including many sick people, followed him, and he healed them all. 16 But
he told them ﬁrmly that they should not
tell other people about him. 17 By doing
this he fulﬁlled what Isaiah the prophet
had written long ago. He wrote,
18

sen,

”Here is my servant whom I have cho-

the one whom I love and who pleases
me.
I will put my Spirit in him,
and he will bring justice and salvation
to the non-Jews.”

22

One day some men brought to Jesus a
man who was blind and unable to speak
because he had a demon. Jesus drove out
the demon and healed him. Then the man
began to talk and was able to see. 23 All the
crowds who saw it marveled. They began
asking each other, “Could this man be the
Messiah, the descendant of King David,
whom we have been expecting?” 24 Because the Pharisees heard about this miracle, they said, “It is not God, but Beelzebul,
the ruler of the demons, who enables this
man to drive demons from people!” 25 But
Jesus knew what the Pharisees were thinking. So he said to them, ”If the people in
one nation ﬁght against each other, they
will destroy their nation. If people who
live in the same city or house ﬁght each
other, they will certainly not remain as
one group or family. 26 In the same way,
if Satan were driving out his own demons,
he would be ﬁghting against himself. He
will not be able to continue to rule over his
servants! 27 Furthermore, if it is true that
Satan enables me to drive out demons, is
it also true that your disciples who drive
them out do so by Satan’s power? No! So
they will judge you for saying that Satan’s
28
But
power was behind their work.
because it is God’s Spirit who enables me
to drive out demons, that proves that the
rule of God from heaven is already here.
29

I will show you why I am able to drive
He will not quarrel with people, nei- out demons. A person cannot go into the
ther will he shout.
house of a strong man like Satan and carry
off his possessions if he does not ﬁrst tie
And he will not shout in the streets.
up that strong man. But if he ties him
20
He will be gentle with the weak peoup, then he will be able to take his possesple;
sions.
If a person is barely alive, he will not
30
No one can be neutral. Those who do
kill him.
not acknowledge that the Holy Spirit enAnd he will judge the people with justice
ables me to expel demons are opposing
and declare that they are not guilty.
me, and those who do not gather people
21
So the non-Jews will conﬁdently trust to become my disciples are causing those
in him.”
people to go away from me.
19
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You are saying that it is not the Holy
Spirit who is enabling me to expel demons.
So I will say this to you: If those who offend and insult other people in any way
are then sorry and ask God to forgive
them, God will forgive them. But he will
not forgive people who insult the Holy
Spirit. 32 God is willing to forgive people
who criticize me, the Son of Man. But I
warn you that he will not forgive those
who say evil things about what the Holy
Spirit does. God will not forgive them
now, nor in the coming world.”
33

”When you see some fruit from a tree,
you decide whether the fruit is good or
bad. If it is good, then you know that its
tree is also good. If I am doing good things,
then you should know whether or not I
am good. 34 You are like the children of
poisonous snakes! You cannot say anything good, because you are evil. What a
person says shows what is inside him. 35
Good people speak good things. That is
because it is like they have stored up all
these good things in a safe place and can
bring them out at any time. But evil people speak evil things. That is because it
is like they have stored up all these evil
things and bring them out at any time
from the place where they store them. 36 I
tell you that on the day when God judges,
he will make people recall every useless
word they have spoken, and he will judge
the people by what they have said. 37 God
will either declare that you are righteous
based on the words that you have spoken, or else he will condemn you based on
what you have said.”
38

Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the Jewish laws responded to Jesus,
“Teacher, we want to see you perform a
miracle that will convince us that God sent
you.” 39 Then Jesus said to them, ”You people have already seen me perform miracles, but you are evil, and you do not faith-

fully worship God! You want me to prove
that God sent me, but God will show you
only one miracle. It will be like what happened to Jonah the prophet. 40 Jonah was
in the stomach of a huge ﬁsh for three
days and nights before God caused him to
come out. Similarly, for three days and
nights I, the Son of Man, will be deep in
the earth, and then God will cause me to
live again. 41 When God judges everyone,
the people who lived in the city of Nineveh will stand in front of him beside you
people. But they stopped sinning when
Jonah warned them. Now I have come to
you, and I am far more important than
Jonah was, but you have not stopped sin42
ning. So God will judge you.
The
queen from Sheba, south of Israel, who
lived long ago, came from a distant region
in order to listen to King Solomon teach
many wise things. Now I have come to
you, and I am far more important than
Solomon was, but you have not stopped
sinning. So when God judges everyone,
the queen of Sheba will stand in front of
him beside you people, and she will condemn you.”
43

”Sometimes when an evil spirit leaves a
person, it wanders around in desolate areas, seeking someone in whom he can rest.
If he does not ﬁnd anyone, 44 he says to itself, ‘I will return to the person in whom
I used to live.’ So he goes back and ﬁnds
that the Spirit of God is not in control of
that person’s life. The person’s life is like
a house that has been swept clean and everything put in order, but it is empty. 45
Then this evil spirit goes and gets seven
other spirits that are even more evil, and
they all enter that person and begin living
there. So although that person’s condition
was bad before, it becomes much worse.
That is what you wicked people who have
heard me teach will experience.”
46
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crowd, his mother and his younger brothers arrived. They stood outside the house,
and they wanted to speak with him. 47
Someone said to him, “Your mother and
your younger brothers are standing outside the house, and they want to talk to
48
you.”
Then Jesus said to the person
who told him that, “I will tell you who are
really my mother and brothers.” 49 He
then pointed toward his disciples and said,
”These are ones who take the place of my
mother and my brothers. 50 Those who
do what God my Father who is in heaven
wants take the place of my brother, my sister, or my mother.”

Chapter 13
1

That same day Jesus, along with the disciples, left the house where he was teaching and went to the shore of the Sea of
Galilee. He sat down there, 2 and a very
large crowd gathered around him to listen to him teach. In order to have a little room, he got into a boat and sat down
to teach them. The crowd stood on the
shore and listened to him. 3 He taught
them using many parables. He said, ”Listen! A man went out to his ﬁeld to sow
seeds. 4 As he was scattering the seeds
over the soil, some of the seeds fell on the
path. But some birds came and ate those
seeds. 5 Other seeds fell on ground where
there was not much soil on top of the
rock. Those seeds sprouted very soon, because the sun quickly warmed the shallow
soil. 6 But when the young plants came up,
they became too hot in the sunlight, and
they dried up because they did not have
deep roots. 7 Other seeds fell on ground
that had thorny weeds. The thorny weeds
grew together with the young plants, and
they crowded out the plants. 8 But other
seeds fell on good soil, and the plants grew
and produced a lot of grain. Some plants

produced one hundred times as many
seeds as were planted. Some plants produced sixty times as much. Some plants
produced thirty times as much. 9 If you
are able to understand this, you should
consider carefully what I have just said.”
10

The disciples approached Jesus later
and asked him, “Why do you use parables
when you speak to the crowd?” 11 He answered, ”God is revealing to you what he
did not reveal before, about how he is ruling from heaven. But he has not revealed
it to these other people. 12 Those who are
able to think about what I say and understand it, God will enable them to understand more. But those who are not able
think carefully about what I say will for13
get even what they already know.
That is why I use parables when I speak to
people, because although they see what I
do, they do not understand what it means,
and although they hear what I say, they do
not really learn what it means. 14 What
these people do completely fulﬁlls what
God told the prophet Isaiah to say long ago,
You will hear what I say, but you will not
understand it. You will see what I do, but
you will not learn what it means.
15

God also said to Isaiah,

”These people are able to hear what I
say, but they will never understanding the
message.
They have eyes that can see, but they
will never see clearly what it is they are
looking at; they have closed their eyes so
they cannot see.
They cannot see with their eyes and
they cannot hear with their ears and they
cannot understand.
If they could see and hear and understand then they would turn to me,” God
says, “and I would heal them.”
16

But as for you, God has made you able
because you realize what I have done and
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because you understand what I say. 17
Note this: Many prophets and righteous
people who lived long ago longed to see
what you are seeing me do, but they did
not see it. They longed to hear the things
that you have been hearing me say, but
they did not hear what you hear me say.”
18

Now listen to me explain the parable
I told you. 19 Some people hear about
how God is ruling but do not understand it.
They are like the path where some of the
seeds fell. Satan, the evil one, comes and
causes these people to forget what they
have heard. 20 Some people hear God’s
message and immediately accept it joyfully. They are like the rocky places where
some seeds fell. 21 But because it does not
penetrate deeply into their hearts, they believe it for only a short time. They are
like the plants that did not have deep roots.
When others treat them badly and make
them suffer because they believe in what
I have told them, they sin by refusing to believe in it any longer. 22 Some people hear
God’s message, but they desire to be rich,
so they worry only about money and what
they can buy with money. As a result,
they forget God’s message and they do not
do the things that God wants them to do.
These people are like the soil that had the
roots of thorny weeds in it. 23 But some
people hear my message and understand
it. Some of them do many things that
please God, some do even more things
that please God, and some do very many
things that please God. They are like the
good soil where some of the seeds fell.”
24

Then he left. 26 After the seeds sprouted
and the green plants grew, the heads of
grain began to form. But the weeds also
grew. 27 So the servants of the landowner
came and said to him, ‘Sir, you gave us
good seeds and those are the ones we
sowed in your ﬁeld. So where did the
weeds come from?’ 28 The landowner said
to them, ‘My enemy did this.’ His servants
said to him, ‘Do you want us to pull up the
weeds?’ 29 He said to them, ’No, do not
do that, because you might pull up some
of the wheat at the same time. 30 Let the
wheat and the weeds grow together until harvest time. At that time I will say
to those who will reap, ‘First gather the
weeds, tie them into bundles to be burned.
Then gather the wheat and put it into my
barns.’”
31

Jesus also told this parable: ”When
God rules from heaven, it is like mustard
seeds that grow after a man plants them
in his ﬁeld. 32 Although mustard seeds are
among the smallest of all the seeds that
people plant, here in Israel they become
large plants. When the plants have fully
grown, they are larger than the other garden plants. They become shrubs as big as
trees, and they are large enough for the
birds to build nests in their branches.”
33

Jesus also told this parable: “When God
rules from heaven, it is like a woman who
was making bread. She took about forty
liters of ﬂour and mixed into it a little bit
of yeast, and the bread rose.”
34

Jesus told the crowd parables to teach
them all these things. When he spoke to
them he habitually told stories like these.
35
By doing that, he made come true what
God told one of the prophets to write long
ago.

Jesus also told the crowd another parable. He said, ”When God rules from
heaven, it will be like a landowner who
sent his servants to sow good seed in
his ﬁeld. 25 While those servants were
sleeping and not guarding the ﬁeld, an I will speak in parables; I will tell parables
enemy of the landowner came and scat- to teach what I have kept secret since I cretered weed seeds in the midst of the wheat. ated the world.
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36

After Jesus sent the crowd away, he
went into the house. Then the disciples
approached him and said, “Explain to us
the parable about the weeds that grew in
the wheat ﬁeld.” 37 He answered, ”The
one who sows the good seed represents
me, the Son of Man. 38 The ﬁeld represents this world, where people live. The
seeds that grew well represent the people
over whom God rules. The weeds represent the people who do what the devil, the
Evil One, tells them to do. 39 The enemy
who sowed the weed seeds represents the
devil. The time when the reapers will harvest the grain represents the time when
the world will end. The reapers represent the angels. 40 The weeds are gathered and burned. That represents what
will happen when God judges all people,
when the world will end. It will be like
this: 41 I, the Son of Man, will send my angels, and they will gather from among all
that I am ruling the things that cause others to sin and all those who violate God’s
will. 42 The angels will throw those people
into the ﬁres of hell. There those people
will weep and grind their teeth because of
the great pain that they are suffering. 43
However, the people who have lived as he
wants them to will shine out as brightly
as the sun shines. They will shine out
because God, their Father, will rule over
them. If you are able to understand this,
you should think carefully about what I
have just said.”
44

”God’s ruling from heaven is so precious
it is like a man who found a great treasure that another person had buried in a
ﬁeld. When this man dug it up, he buried
it again so no one else would ﬁnd it. Then
he went and sold all his possessions to obtain money to buy that ﬁeld. He then went
and bought the ﬁeld, and so he was able to
acquire that treasure.
45

Also, God ruling from heaven is so pre-

cious it is like what a merchant did who
was looking for good quality pearls to buy.
46
When he found one very costly pearl
that was for sale, he sold all his possessions to acquire enough money to buy that
pearl. Then he went and bought it.
47

When God rules from heaven, it is like
what certain ﬁshermen did with the ﬁsh
they caught in a lake with a large net.
They caught all kinds of ﬁsh, both useful
and worthless ﬁsh. 48 When the net was
full, the ﬁshermen pulled it up onto the
shore. Then they sat there and put the
good ﬁsh into buckets, but they threw the
worthless ones away. 49 This is like what
will happen to people when the world
ends. The angels will come to where God
is judging people and will separate the
wicked people from the righteous ones. 50
They will throw the wicked people into
the ﬁre in hell. And those wicked people
will weep and gnash their teeth because
of the intense pain they are suffering.”
51

Then Jesus asked the disciples, “Do you
understand all these parables I have told
you?” They said to him, “Yes, we understand them.” 52 Then he said, “Those
teachers and interpeters who understand
these parables and act accordingly under
the rule of God from heaven are like a
house owner who shares both new things
and old things out of his storage room.”
53

When Jesus had ﬁnished telling these
parables, he took the disciples and left
that area. 54 Then they went to the town
of Nazareth, the hometown of Jesus. On
the Sabbath he began to teach the people
in the synagogue. The result was that the
people there were astonished. But some
said, ”This man is just an ordinary person
like us! So how is it that he knows so much
and understands so much? And how is
it that he is able to do such miracles? 55
He is just the son of the carpenter, is he
not? His mother is Mary, and his younger
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brothers are James, Joseph, Simon and Judas! 56 And his sisters also live here in our
town. So how is he able to teach and do
all these things?” 57 The people there refused to accept that Jesus had such authority. So Jesus said to them, “People honor
me and other prophets everywhere else
we go, but in our hometowns we are not
honored, and even our own families do
not honor us!” 58 Jesus did not perform
many miracles there because the people
did not believe that he had such authority.

Chapter 14
1

During that time the ruler Herod Antipas
heard reports about Jesus performing miracles. 2 He said to his servants, “That must
be John the Baptizer. He must have risen
from the dead, and that is why he has
3-4
This
power to do these miracles.”
is what happened to make Herod think
this. Herod had married Herodias, the
wife of his brother Philip, while Philip was
still living. So John kept saying to him,
“What you have done is against God’s law!”
Then, to please Herodias, Herod told his
soldiers to arrest John. They bound him
with chains and put him in prison. 5
Herod wanted to order his men to execute
John, but he was afraid of the general public, because they believed that John was a
prophet speaking for God.
6

One day, Herod gave a party to celebrate his birthday, and Herodias’ daughter danced for his guests. Her dancing pleased Herod very much, 7 so he
promised to give her whatever she asked,
and he asked God to be a witness that
8
he had made this promise.
So Herodias’ daughter went and asked her mother
what to ask for. Her mother told her what
to say. So her daughter went back and

said to Herod, “I want you to cut off the
head of John the Baptizer and bring it
here on a platter to show that he is really
dead!” 9 The king was now very sorry that
he had promised to give Herodias’ daughter whatever she wanted. But because he
had called on God to hear him make that
promise, and because all his guests had
heard him do so, he felt that he had to
do what he had said. So he ordered his
servants to do what she wanted. 10 He
sent soldiers to go to the prison and cut off
John’s head. 11 They did that, and they put
John’s head on a platter and brought it to
the girl. Then the girl took it to her mother.
12
Later John’s disciples went to the prison,
took John’s body and buried it. Then they
went and told Jesus what had happened.
13
After Jesus heard that news, he took just
the disciples with him and went by boat
on the Sea of Galilee to a place where no
one lived.
After the crowds heard about where they
had gone, they left their towns and followed them, walking along the shore. 14
When Jesus came to the shore, he saw a
very large crowd waiting for him. He felt
sorry for them, and he healed the sick people who were among them.
15

When it was nearly evening, the disciples came to Jesus and said, “This is a
place where nobody lives, and it is very
late. Tell the crowds to go away so they
16
can buy food in the towns nearby.”
But Jesus said to his disciples, “They do
not need to leave to get food. Instead,
you yourselves give them something to
eat!” 17 The disciples said, “But we have
only ﬁve loaves of bread and two cooked
ﬁsh here!” 18 He said, “Bring them to
19
Jesus told the crowd of peome!”
ple who had gathered there to sit on the
grass. Then he took the ﬁve loaves and
the two ﬁsh. He looked up toward heaven,
thanked God for them, and broke them
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into pieces. Then he gave the pieces to
his disciples, and they distributed them to
the crowd. 20 All the people ate until they
were no longer hungry. Then some people gathered the pieces that were left over
and ﬁlled twelve baskets with them. 21
About ﬁve thousand men ate at that time,
not counting the women and children!
22

Right after that happened, Jesus told
the disciples to get in the boat and to go
ahead of him to the other side of the Sea
of Galilee. In the meantime, he was going
to send the crowd home. 23 After he sent
the crowd away, he went up into the hills
to pray by himself. When it was evening,
he was still there alone. 24 By this time
the disciples were a long distance from
the shore. The wind was blowing very
hard opposite to how the disciples were
trying to sail; the wind made very large
waves that were tossing the boat back and
forth in the water. 25 Then Jesus came
down from the hills to the water. Sometime between three and six o’clock in the
morning he walked on the water toward
the boat. 26 When the disciples saw him
walking on the water, they thought that
he must be a ghost. They were terriﬁed,
and they screamed in fear. 27 Immediately
Jesus said to them, “Take courage! It is I.
Do not be afraid!” 28 Peter said to him,
“Lord, if it is you, tell me to walk on the
water to you!” 29 Jesus said, “Come!” So
Peter got out of the boat. He walked on
the water toward Jesus. 30 But when Peter
paid attention to the strong wind, he became afraid. He began to sink in the water
and cried out, “Lord, rescue me!” 31 Right
away Jesus reached out with his hand and
grabbed Peter. He said to him, “You only
trust a little bit in my power! Why did you
doubt that I could keep you from sinking?”
32
Then Jesus and Peter got in the boat, and
the wind immediately stopped blowing. 33
All of the disciples who were in the boat
bowed down to Jesus and said, “You are

really the Son of God!”
34

When they had gone further around the
lake in the boat, they reached the shore at
the town of Gennesaret. 35 The men of that
area recognized Jesus, so they sent people
to inform those who lived in the whole
region that Jesus had come. So the people brought to Jesus everyone who was
sick. 36 The sick people kept begging him
to allow them to touch him or even only
the edge of his robe so that they would be
healed. Everyone who touched him or his
robe were healed.

Chapter 15
1

Then some Pharisees and men who
taught the Jewish laws came from
Jerusalem to talk to Jesus. They said, 2
“We see that your disciples disobey the
traditions of our ancestors! They do not
perform the proper ritual of washing their
hands before they eat!” 3 Jesus answered
them, ”And I see that you refuse to obey
God’s commands just so that you can follow what your ancestors taught you! 4
God gave these two commands: ‘Honor
your father and your mother,’ and ‘People who speak evil about their father or
mother must be executed.’ 5 But you tell
the people, ‘You can say to your father
or mother, “What I was going to give to
you to help provide for you, I have now
promised to give to God.” ’ 6 When you
do that, you think that you do not need to
give anything to your parents. In that way
you ignore what God commanded, just so
that you can follow what your ancestors
7
taught you!
You only pretend to be
good! Isaiah also told the truth about you
when he spoke God’s thoughts about your
ancestors. 8 ‘These people talk as if they
honor me, but they do not care about me,’
9
It is useless for them to worship me, be-
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cause they teach what people thought up washed hands does not cause God to reject
as their authoritative teachings.’”
people.”
10

Then Jesus again called the crowd to
come nearer to him. He said to them, ”Listen to what I am about to tell you and try
to understand it. 11 Nothing that a person
puts into his mouth to eat makes him contaminated. Instead, it is what people say—
the words that come from their mouths—
that makes a person degraded.”
12

Later the disciples went to Jesus and
said, “Do you know that the Pharisees
heard what you said and became angry at
you?” 13 Then Jesus told them this parable. ”My Father in heaven will get rid of
all those who teach things that are against
what he says, just like a farmer gets rid
of plants that he did not plant by pulling
them up by their roots. 14 Do not pay any
attention to the Pharisees. They do not
help people to understand what God commands, just like blind guides do not help
blind people to see where they should
walk. Instead, they all fall into the same
hole.”
15

Peter said to Jesus, “Explain to us the
parable about what a person eats.” 16 Jesus replied to them, ”You should certainly
understand what I teach, but I am disappointed that you do not. 17 You ought
to understand that whatever food people
eat enters their stomachs, and later what
18
remains passes out of their bodies.
Instead, the evil words that the mouth
speaks are what makes God reject a person, because they come from the evil
things that the person thinks in his innermost being. 19 This is because it is people’s
innermost beings that cause them to think
things that are evil, to murder people, to
commit adultery, to commit other sexual
sins, to steal things, to testify falsely, and
to speak evil about others. 20 It is these actions that cause God to consider people to
be unacceptable to him. But to eat with un-

21

After Jesus took the disciples and left the
district of Galilee, they all went toward the
region where the cities of Tyre and Sidon
are located. 22 A woman from the group
of people called Canaanites, who live in
that region, came to Jesus. She kept shouting to him, “Lord, you are the descendant
of King David, you are the Messiah! Have
pity on me and my daughter! She is suffering very much because a demon controls
her.” 23 But Jesus did not answer her at
all. The disciples said to him, “Tell her to
leave because she keeps bothering us by
shouting behind us as we go along.” 24
Jesus said to her, “God has sent me only
to the people of Israel, because they are
like sheep who have lost their way.” 25 But
the woman came closer to Jesus and knelt
down in front of him. She pled, “Lord,
help me!” 26 Then he told her, “It is not
good for someone to take food that has
been prepared for his children and throw
it to the little dogs in the house.” 27 But
the woman replied, “Lord, what you say
is correct, but even the little dogs eat the
crumbs that fall to the ﬂoor when their
masters sit at their own tables and eat!” 28
Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, because
you believe ﬁrmly in me, I will heal your
daughter as you desire!” At that moment
the demon left her daughter, and she became well.
29

Then Jesus and his disciples went away
from that area, back to the Sea of Galilee.
Then Jesus climbed the hill near there and
sat down to teach the people. 30 Large
crowds kept coming to him for the next
two days and brought lame, crippled, and
blind people, those who were unable to
talk, and many others who had various
sicknesses. They laid them in front of Jesus so that he would heal them. And he
healed them. 31 The crowd saw him heal
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people who could not talk, crippled people, lame people, and blind people, and
they were amazed. They said, “Praise God
who rules over us in Israel!”
32

Then Jesus called his disciples to him
and said, “This crowd of people has been
with me for three days and have nothing
left to eat. I feel sorry for them. I do
not want to send them away while they
are still hungry, because if I did that, they
might faint on the way home.” 33 The disciples said to him, “In this place where
nobody lives, we cannot possibly obtain
enough food to feed such a large crowd!”
34
Jesus asked them, “How many loaves do
you have?” They answered him, “Seven
small loaves and a few small cooked ﬁsh.”
35
Then Jesus told the people to sit on the
36
ground.
He took the seven loaves
and the cooked ﬁsh. After he had thanked
God for them, he broke them into pieces
and he kept giving them to the disciples.
Then the disciples kept distributing them
to the crowd. 37 Because Jesus made the
food multiply miraculously, all those people ate and had plenty to satisfy them.
Then the disciples collected the pieces of
food that were left over, and they ﬁlled
seven large baskets with them. 38 There
were four thousand men who ate, but no
one counted the women and the children
who also ate.
39

After Jesus sent the crowd away, he
and the disciples got in a boat and sailed
around the lake to the region of Magadan.

Chapter 16
1

Some Pharisees and Sadducees came to
Jesus and said to him, “Show us that God
has really sent you to us! Do a miracle in
the sky and use his power to convince us!”
2
He answered them, ”In our country, if
the sky is red in the evening, we say, ‘It

will be good weather tomorrow.’ 3 But
if the sky is red in the morning we say, ‘It
will be stormy weather today.’ By looking
at the sky, you can tell what the weather
will be, but when you see the things that
are now happening all around you, you
do not understand what God is doing. 4
You evil people have seen me perform miracles, but you do not faithfully worship
God. So I will do no miracle for you, except the miracle that happened to Jonah
the prophet, who spent three days inside
a huge ﬁsh but came out again.” Then Jesus left them and sailed away, along with
his disciples.
5

They all sailed to the other side of the Sea
of Galilee. Then the disciples realized that
they had forgotten to take anything to eat
with them. 6 At that point, Jesus said to
them, “Be careful not to accept the yeast
that the Pharisees and Sadducees want to
give you.” 7 They tried to make sense out
of what Jesus had told them, and they said
to each other, “He must have said that because we forgot to bring anything to eat!”
8
But Jesus knew what they were saying
and answered them, ”I am disappointed
that you think it was because you forgot
bring bread that I talked about the yeast of
the Pharisees and Sadducees. You believe
only a little what I am able to do for you.
9
Do not think I am worried about having
food. Have you really forgotten how I fed
the ﬁve thousand with ﬁve loaves, or how
many baskets of leftover food you gathered up? 10 Or what about the four thousand people who ate when I multiplied the
seven small loaves? And how many baskets of scraps did you gather up then? 11
You should have understood that I was not
really speaking about bread. Do not accept yeast from the Pharisees and the Sadducees.” 12 Then the disciples understood
that Jesus was not talking about the yeast
that is in bread. Instead, he was talking
about the wrong teaching of the Pharisees
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and Sadducees.
13

When Jesus and his disciples entered
into the region near the city of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked them, “Who do people
say that I, the Son of Man, really am?”
14
They answered, “Some people say that
you are John the Baptizer, who has come
back to life again. Others say that you are
the prophet Elijah, who has returned from
heaven as God promised. Still others say
that you are the prophet Jeremiah or one
of the other prophets who lived long ago,
who has come back to life again.” 15 Jesus
said to them, “What about you? Who do
you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter said
to him, “You are the Messiah! You are the
17
Son of the all-powerful God.”
Then
Jesus said to him, ”Simon, son of Jonah,
God is pleased with you. What you just
said—no human has revealed this to you.
Instead, it was my Father who lives in
heaven who has revealed this to you. 18 I
will also tell you this: You are Peter, which
means ‘rock.’ You will be the support
for the group of those who believe in me,
like a large rock supports a great building.
And even the powers of death will not be
strong enough to stand up against it.” 19
Then he said, “I will enable you to open
or close the way for people to come under
the rule of God from heaven. Whatever
you permit on earth, God will permit in
heaven. Whatever you prohibit on earth,
God will prohibit in heaven.” 20 Then Jesus warned the disciples strongly not to
tell anyone at that time that he was the
Messiah.
21

From that time Jesus began to teach the
disciples that it was necessary for him to
go to the city of Jerusalem. There the ruling elders, the chief priests, and the men
who taught the Jewish laws would cause
him to suffer and die. Then on the third
day after that, he would come alive again.
22
But Peter took Jesus aside and began to

scold him for saying these things. He said,
“Lord, may God never permit that to happen to you! That must certainly not happen!” 23 Then Jesus turned to look at Peter,
and he said to him, “Get out of my sight, because Satan is speaking through you. You
are trying to get me to sin. You are not
thinking what God thinks, but only what
people think!”
24

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ”If anyone wants to trust me and go where I am
going, he must put away his own desires
and purposes, and he must take up his
own cross, and go where I go. 25 Whoever
tries to save his own life, will ﬁnd that instead of saving his life, he will lose it. But
whoever loses his life for me, he will ﬁnd
his life. 26 What good would it be for a
person to get everything he wants in this
world, but then for him to lose his life?
What will a man gain in his possessions
that would be as valuable as his own life?
27
Listen carefully. I, the Son of Man, will
leave this earth, but I will return, and the
angels of heaven will accompany me. At
that time I will have the glorious light that
my Father has, and I will reward everyone according to what they did when they
were alive in this world. 28 Listen carefully! Some of you who are here now will
see me, the one who came from heaven,
when I return as king. You will see this before you die!”

Chapter 17
1

A week after Jesus said that, he took Peter, James, and John, the younger brother
of James, and led them up a high mountain where they were away from other
people. 2 While they were there, the three
disciples saw Jesus’ appearance change.
His face shone like the sun, and his clothing shone and became as brilliant as light.
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3

Suddenly Moses and Elijah, who were
important prophets many years ago, appeared and started talking with him. 4 Peter saw them and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is
excellent for us to be here! If you want
me to, I will set up three tents, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5
While Peter was speaking, a bright cloud
came over them. They heard God speaking about Jesus from inside the cloud. He
said to them, “This is my Son. I love him.
He pleases me very much. So you must
listen to him!” 6 When the three disciples heard God speaking, they were exceedingly afraid. As a result, they fell facedown on the ground. 7 But Jesus went to
them and touched them and said to them,
“Stand up! Do not be afraid anymore!” 8
And when they looked up, they saw that Jesus was the only one who was still there.
9

While they were walking down the
mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Do not
tell anyone what you saw on the mountain
top until God has caused me, the Son of
Man, to become alive again after I die.” 10
Those three disciples asked Jesus, “If what
you say is true, why do the men who teach
the Jewish laws say that it is necessary
for Elijah to come back to earth before
the Messiah comes?” 11 Jesus answered
them, ”It is true that God promised that
Elijah would come to prepare many people for the Messiah’s coming. 12 But note
this: Elijah has already come and our leaders have seen him, but they did not recognize him as the one who would come
before the Messiah. Instead, they treated
him badly, just as they desired. And those
same rulers will soon treat me, the one
who came from heaven, in the same manner.” 13 Then the three disciples understood that when he was talking about Elijah, he was referring to John the Baptizer.

the crowd that had gathered, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 15
He said to him, ”Sir, have mercy on my
son and heal him! He has epilepsy and
suffers very much. Because of this illness,
he has fallen in the ﬁre and in the water
many times. 16 I brought him to your disciples in order that they might heal him,
but they were not able to heal him.” 17
Jesus responded, “You people of this time
do not believe at all in God’s power. How
confused you are! How long do I have
to be with you before you are able to do
what I do? Bring the boy here to me!” 18
When they brought the boy to Jesus, Jesus spoke severely to the demon that was
causing the epilepsy. As a result, the demon came out of the boy, and the boy
19
was healed from that time onward.
Later, some of the disciples approached
Jesus when he was by himself and asked
him, “Why were we not able to drive out
the demon?” 20-21 He answered them, “It
is because you did not believe very much
in God’s power. Think about this: Mustard seeds are very small, but they grow
and produce large plants. Similarly, if you
believe even a little bit that God will do
what you ask him to, you will be able to
do anything! You could even say to this
mountain, ‘Move from here to there!’ and
it would go where you told it to go.”
22

When the disciples had gathered together in the district of Galilee, Jesus said
to them, ”Someone will soon hand me, the
Son of Man, over to the authorities. 23
They will kill me, but God will cause me
to become alive again on the third day after I am killed.” When the disciples heard
that, they became very sad.
24

When Jesus and the disciples came to
the city of Capernaum, the men who collected taxes for the temple approached Pe14
When Jesus and the three disciples re- ter and said to him, “Your teacher pays the
turned to the rest of the disciples and to temple tax, does he not?” 25 He answered
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them, “Yes, he does pay it.” When the disciples came into Jesus’ house, before Peter
began to speak, Jesus said to him, “Simon,
from whom do you think rulers collect
revenue or taxes? Do they collect taxes
from the citizens of their own country, or
from citizens of countries they have conquered?” 26 Peter answered him, “From
citizens of other countries.” Then Jesus
said to him, ”So citizens of their own country do not need to pay taxes. 27 But go
ahead and pay the tax for us so that the
temple tax collectors will not become angry with us. In order to get the money to
pay it, go to the Sea of Galilee, cast your
ﬁsh line and hook, and take the ﬁrst ﬁsh
that you catch. When you open its mouth,
you will ﬁnd a silver coin that is worth
enough to pay the tax for you and me.
Take that coin and give it to the temple tax
collectors.”

Chapter 18
1

At that precise time the disciples approached Jesus and asked him, “Who
among us will be the most important
when God makes you king from heaven?”
2
Jesus called a child to come, and he
placed that child in their midst. 3 He said,
”I tell you the truth: If you do not change
and become as humble as little children,
surely you will not come under the rule of
God from heaven. 4 The people who become as humble as this child will be the
most important people among those over
whom God will rule from heaven. 5 Also,
whenever people welcome a child like this
one because they love me, God considers
that they are welcoming me.”
6

”If a person causes someone who believes in me to sin, even if it is someone
who people think is as unimportant as this
little child, God will severely punish that

person. He will punish that person worse
than if someone had thrown him into the
sea’s deep waters with a heavy stone tied
to his neck! 7 How terrible it will be for
those who cause others to sin. There will
always be temptations to sin, but how terrible it will be for anyone to cause another
person to sin. 8 So if you are wanting to
use one of your hands or feet to sin, stop
using that hand or foot! Even if you have
to cut it off so you will not sin! Suppose
you had only one hand or one foot and
still lived forever with God, how much better is that than if you had both hands and
both feet and God threw you into the eternal ﬁre in hell because of your sin. 9 Yes,
and if what you see makes you want to sin,
stop looking at those things! Even if you
have to gouge out one of your eyes and
throw it away to keep from sinning! Suppose you had only one eye and still lived
forever with God, how much better is that
than if you had both eyes and God threw
you into the eternal ﬁre in hell.”
10

”Be sure not to look down on even one
of these children. I tell you truly that the
angels who protect them can always go to
my Father and report to him if you mistreat the children. 11[1] 12 What do you
think you would do in the following situation? If you had one hundred sheep
and one of them got lost, you would surely
leave the ninety-nine sheep that were on
the hillside and go and search for the lost
one, would you not? 13 If you found it, I
aﬃrm to you that you would rejoice very
much. You would be happy that ninetynine sheep did not stray away, but you
would rejoice even more because you had
found the sheep that had strayed away. 14
In the same way that the shepherd does
not want one of his sheep to stray away,
so God, your Father in heaven, does not
want even one of these children to go to
hell.”
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15

”If a fellow believer sins against you, go
to him when you can be alone with him,
and reprove him for sinning against you.
If that person listens to you and feels sorry
that he has sinned against you, you and
he will be good brothers once more. 16
If, however, that person does not listen to
you, go get one or two other fellow believers. Have them go with you so that, as the
law says, ‘there must be two or three witnesses to conﬁrm every accusation.’ 17 If
the one who has sinned against you does
not listen to them, tell the matter to the
entire congregation so that they can correct him. And if the person does not listen to the congregation, exclude him from
among you, just as you would exclude pagans and tax collectors as hopeless sin18
ners.
Keep this in mind: Whatever
you decide on earth about punishing or
not punishing a member of your congregation is what has also been decided by
God in heaven. 19 Also note this: If at least
two of you who live here on earth agree together about whatever you ask for, my Father who is in heaven, will give you what
you ask for. 20 This is true, because wherever at least two or three of you assemble because you believe in me, I am with
you.”
21

Then Peter approached Jesus and said
to him, “How many times must I forgive
a fellow believer who keeps on sinning
against me? If he keeps asking me to forgive him, must I forgive him as many as
seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, ”I tell
you that the number of times you must forgive someone is not just up to seven, but
you must forgive him seventy-seven times.
23
God’s rule from heaven is like a king
and his oﬃcials. He wanted his oﬃcials
to pay what they owed him. 24 So those
oﬃcials came to the king to settle their
accounts with him. One of the oﬃcials
brought to the king owed him a debt that
was worth the value of more than three

metric tons of gold. 25 But because he
did not have enough money to pay what
he owed, the king demanded that he, his
wife, his children and all he possessed be
sold to someone else and that the king be
repaid with the money that was paid for
them. 26 Then that oﬃcial, knowing that
he did not have the money to pay that
huge debt, fell on his knees in front of the
king and he begged him, ‘Be patient with
me, and I will pay you all of it, eventually.’
27
The king, knowing that the oﬃcial could
never pay all that huge debt, felt sorry for
him. So he canceled his debt and released
him. 28 Then this same oﬃcial went to another one of the king’s oﬃcials who owed
him a bit less than a year’s wages. He
grabbed him by the throat, started choking him, and said to him, ‘Pay back what
you owe me!’ 29 That oﬃcial fell on his
knees and begged him saying, ‘Be patient
with me, and I will pay you all of it, even30
But the ﬁrst oﬃcial kept retually.’
fusing to cancel that small debt that the
man owed him. Instead, he put that ofﬁcial into prison and to stay there until
he could pay back all the money that he
owed him. 31 When the other oﬃcials of
the king learned that this had happened,
they were very distressed. So they went
to the king and reported in detail what
32
had happened.
Then the king summoned the oﬃcial who had owed him a
debt worth more than three metric tons
of gold. He said to him, ’You wicked servant! I canceled that huge debt that you
owed me because you begged me to do so!
33
You should have been merciful and canceled your fellow oﬃcial’s debt, just like
I was merciful to you and canceled your
debt!’ 34 The king was very angry. He
handed this oﬃcial over to some jailers
who would torture him severely until he
paid all of the debt that he owed.” 35 Then
Jesus continued by saying, “That is what
my Father in heaven will do to you if you
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do not feel merciful and sincerely forgive them. But when God ﬁrst created a man
a fellow believer who sins against you.”
and a woman, he did not intend for them
to separate from each other. 9 I am telling
you emphatically that God considers that
any man who divorces his wife and mar18:11 [1] The best ancient copies omit the ries another woman is committing adulphrase that appears as v. 11. For the Son tery, unless10his ﬁrst wife has committed
The disciples said to him, “If
of Man came to save that which was lost. adultery.”
that is true, it is better for men never to
marry!” 11 He answered, ”Not every man
is able to accept this teaching, but only
the men whom God enables to accept it.
12
There are men who do not marry be1
After Jesus had said that, he took his dis- cause their private parts have been defecciples and left the district of Galilee. They tive ever since they were born. There are
went to the part of the district of Judea other men who do not marry because they
that is east of the Jordan River. 2 Large have been castrated. Then there are still
crowds followed him there, and he healed other men who decide not to marry in orthe sick among them.
der to serve God better as he rules from
3
Some Pharisees approached him and heaven. You who are able to understand
said to him, “Does our Jewish law permit what I have said about marriage should
a man to divorce his wife for any reason accept it and obey it.”

Chapter 19

whatever?” They asked that in order to
be able to debate with him. 4 Jesus said
to them, ”You have read the scriptures, so
you should know that at the time when
God ﬁrst created people, ‘He made one
man, and he made one woman.’ 5 That
explains why God said, ‘That is why a man
leaves his father and mother and marries
his wife. The two of them will live together as though they were one person.’
6
Consequently, although they functioned
as two separate people before, they now
become as if they were one person. Since
that is true, a man must not separate from
his wife whom God has joined to him.”
7

The Pharisees then said to him, “If that is
true, why did Moses command that a man
who wanted to divorce his wife should
give her a paper stating his reason for divorcing her, and then send her away?” 8
Jesus said to them, ”It was because your
ancestors stubbornly wanted their own
ways that Moses allowed them to divorce
their wives, and you are no different from

13

Then some little children were brought
to Jesus in order that he might lay his
hands on them and pray for them. But the
disciples scolded the people for doing that.
14
But Jesus said, “Let the children come to
me, and do not stop them! It is people who
are humble and trusting like they are who
belong to the rule of God from heaven.” 15
Jesus then laid his hands on the children
to bless them. Then he left that place.
16

As Jesus was walking along, a young
man approached him and said to him,
“Teacher, what good deeds must I do in
order to live with God forever?” 17 Jesus said to him, “Why are you asking me
about what is good? Only one being is
good and really knows what is good. That
being is God. But in order to answer your
question about desiring to live with God
forever, I will tell you to keep the com18
mandments that God gave Moses.”
The man asked Jesus, “Which commandments must I keep?” Jesus answered him,

1378

MATTHEW
”Do not murder anyone, do not commit
adultery, do not steal things, do not testify falsely, 19 honor your father and your
mother, and love every other person as
much as you love yourself.” 20 The young
man said to Jesus, “I have always obeyed
all those commandments. What else must
I do in order to live with God forever?” 21
Jesus said to him, “If you desire to be exactly how God wants you to be, go home,
sell everything that you have, and give the
money to poor people. The result will be
that you will be wealthy in heaven. Then
come, follow me, and be my disciple!” 22
When the young man heard those words,
he went away feeling sad, because he was
very rich and did not want to give away
everything he owned.
23

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ”Keep
this in mind: It is very diﬃcult for rich
people to agree to let God rule their lives.
24
Note this also: It is impossible for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle.
It is even more diﬃcult for rich people to
come under the rule of God.” 25 When
the disciples heard this, they were very
astounded. They thought that rich people were the ones whom God blesses the
most. So they said to Jesus, “If that is so, it
does not seem likely that anyone will be
saved!” 26 Then Jesus looked intently at
them and said, “Yes, it is impossible for
people to save themselves. But God can
save them, because God is able to do anything!” 27 Then Peter said to him, “You
know that we have left everything behind
and we have become your disciples in order to follow you. So what beneﬁt will we
get for doing that?” 28 Jesus said to them,
”Keep this in mind: You will get many beneﬁts. When God makes the new earth and
when I, the Son of Man, sit on my throne
in my glory, those of you who have accompanied me will each sit on a throne, and
you will judge the people of the twelve
tribes of Israel. 29 God will reward those

who, because they were my disciples, left
behind a house or a plot of ground, their
brothers, their sisters, their father, their
mother, their children, or any other family members. God will give them a hundred times as many beneﬁts as they have
given up. And they will live with God forever. 30 But many people who are important in this life now will be unimportant
at that future time, and many people who
are unimportant now will be important at
that future time.”

Chapter 20
1

”The way God rules from heaven compares to what the owner of an estate did.
Early in the morning the owner of the estate went to the marketplace, where people who wanted work gathered. He went
there to hire laborers to work in his vineyard. 2 He promised the men whom he
hired that he would pay them the standard wage for working one day. Then he
3
sent them to his vineyards.
At nine
o’clock that same morning he went back
to the marketplace. There he saw more
men who did not have work. 4 He said
to them, ‘Go to my vineyard as other men
have done, and work there. I will pay you
whatever wage is right.’ So they also went
to his vineyard and began to work. 5 At
noon and at three o’clock he again went to
the marketplace and found other laborers
whom he promised to pay a fair wage. 6
At ﬁve o’clock he went to the marketplace
once again and saw other men standing
there who were not working. He said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here all day
and not working?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to
them, ‘I will hire you. Go to my vineyard
as other men have done, and work there.’
So they went.
8
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vineyard said to his manager, ‘Tell the
men to come so that you can give them
their wages. First, pay the men who
started working last, and pay the men
last who started working ﬁrst.’ 9 The
manager paid a standard day’s wage to
each of the men who did not start working until ﬁve o’clock in the afternoon. 10
When the men who had begun working
early in the morning went to get their
wages, they thought that they would receive more than the standard wage. But
they also received only the standard wage.
11
So they complained to the owner of the
vineyard because they thought their payment was unfair. 12 They said to him, ‘You
are not being fair! The men who started
working after all of the rest of us worked
for only one hour! You have paid them the
same wage as you paid us! But we worked
hard all day. We even worked through the
hottest part!’ 13 The owner of the vineyard said to one of those who complained,
’Friend, I did not treat you unfairly. You
agreed with me to work the whole day for
a standard day’s wage. 14 Stop complaining to me! Take your wages and go! I
desire to give the same wage that I gave
you to the men who began working after
all of you had begun working. 15 I certainly have a right to spend my money as
I desire, do I not? You should not be envious about my being generous! ’” 16 “Similarly, God will reward well some people
who seem to be less important now, and
he will not reward some people who seem
to be more important now.”
17

When Jesus was walking on the road
up to Jerusalem along with the twelve disciples, he took them to a place by themselves in order that he could talk to them
privately. Then he said to them, 18 ”Listen carefully! We are now going up to
Jerusalem. While we are there, someone
will enable the chief priests and the men
who teach the Jewish laws to seize me,

the Son of Man, and they will put me on
trial. They will condemn me and say that I
should die. 19 Then they will put me in the
hands of non-Jews so that they can make
fun of me, whip me, and kill me by nailing
me to a cross. But on the third day after
that, God will cause me to live again.”
20

Then the mother of James and John, the
sons of Zebedee, brought her two sons to
Jesus. She bowed down before Jesus and
asked him to do her a favor. 21 Jesus said to
her, “What do you want me to do for you?”
She said to him, “Permit these two sons
of mine to sit in the places of most honor
when you become king, one on your right
hand and the other on your left.” 22 Jesus
said to her and her sons, “You do not understand what you are asking for. Can you
suffer like I am about to suffer?” James
and John answered him, “Yes, we are able
to do that.” 23 Then Jesus said to them,
“Yes, you will suffer as I will suffer. But
I am not the one who chooses the ones
who will sit next to me and rule with me.
God, my Father, will give those places to
the ones whom he appoints.”
24

When the ten other disciples heard
what James and John had requested, they
became angry with them because they
also wanted to rule with Jesus in the positions of most honor. 25 So Jesus called all
of them together and said to them, ”You
know that those who rule the non-Jews
enjoy showing them that they are powerful. Their chief rulers enjoy commanding
the people under them. 26 You should not
be like them. On the contrary, everyone
among you who wants God to consider
him great must become a servant for the
rest of you. 27 Yes, and everyone among
you who wants God to consider him to
be the most important must become a servant for the rest of you. 28 You should imitate me. Even though I am the Son of
Man, I did not come for others to serve me.
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On the contrary, I came in order to serve
them and to allow them to kill me, so that
my dying would be like a payment to rescue many people from being punished for
their sins.”
29

As they were leaving the city of Jericho,
a large crowd of people followed them. 30
As they walked along, they saw two blind
men sitting alongside the road. When
they heard that Jesus was passing by, they
yelled to him, “Lord, Descendant of King
David, you are the Messiah! Take pity on
us!” 31 People in the crowd scolded them
and told them to be quiet. But the blind
men yelled even louder, “Lord, Descendant of King David, you are the Messiah!
Have pity on us!” 32 Jesus stopped and
called them to come to him. Then he said
to them, “What do you want me to do for
you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, heal our
eyes so that we can see!” 34 Jesus felt sorry
for them and touched their eyes. Immediately they were able to see, and they went
after Jesus.

Chapter 21
1-2

As Jesus and his disciples approached
Jerusalem, they came to the village of
Bethphage, near the Mount of Olives. Jesus said to two of his disciples, ”Go to
the village just ahead of you. As soon as
you enter it, you will see a donkey and
her colt that are tied up. Untie them and
bring them here to me. 3 If anyone says
anything to you about your doing that,
tell him, ‘The Lord needs them.’ He will
then allow you to lead them away.” 4-5
When all this happened, what one of the
prophets had written came true. That
prophet had written, “Tell the people who
live in Jerusalem, ‘Look! Your king is coming to you! He will come humbly. He will
show that he is humble, because he will

be riding on a colt, the offspring of a donkey.’ ”
6

So the two disciples went and did what
Jesus told them to do. 7 They brought the
donkey and its colt to Jesus. They placed
their cloaks on them to make something
for him to sit on. Then Jesus mounted and
sat on the cloaks. 8 Then a large crowd
spread some of their outer clothing on the
road, and other people cut off branches
from palm trees and spread them on the
road. 9 The crowds that walked in front
of him and those who walked behind him
were shouting,
“Praise the Messiah, the descendant of
King David!”
“May the Lord God bless this one who
comes as God’s representative and with
God’s authority .”
“Praise God, who is in the highest
heaven!”
10

As Jesus entered Jerusalem, many people from all over the city became excited
and were saying, “Why are they honoring this man like that?” 11 The crowd
that was already following him answered,
“This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth
in Galilee!”
12

Then Jesus went into the temple courtyard and chased out all of those who
were buying and selling things there. He
also overturned the tables of those who
were changing Roman coins for temple
tax money, and he overturned the seats of
those who were selling pigeons for sacriﬁces. 13 Then he said to them, “A prophet
wrote in the scriptures that God said, ‘I
want my house to be a place where people
pray to me,’ but you people have made it
into a place where robbers gather!”
14

After that, many blind people and lame
people came to Jesus in the temple in order that he would heal them, and he did
so. 15 The high priests and the men who
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taught the people the Jewish laws saw the
marvelous deeds that Jesus did. They also
saw the children shouting in the temple,
“We praise the Messiah, the descendant
of King David!” They were indignant. 16
They asked him, “How can you tolerate
this? Do you hear what these people are
shouting?” Then Jesus said to them, “Yes,
I hear them, but if you remembered what
you have read in the scriptures about children praising me, you would know that
God is pleased with them. The psalmist
wrote, saying to God, ‘You have taught infants and other children to praise you perfectly.’ ”
17

Then Jesus left the city. The disciples
went with him to the village of Bethany,
and they stayed there that night.
18

Early the next morning when they were
returning to the city, Jesus was hungry. 19
He saw a ﬁg tree near the road, so he went
over to it to pick some ﬁgs to eat. But when
he got close, he saw that there were no ﬁgs
on the tree, but only leaves. So he said to
the ﬁg tree, “May you never again produce
ﬁgs!” As a result, the ﬁg tree immediately
dried up. 20 The next day the disciples
saw that the ﬁg tree was completely dead.
They were astonished and said to Jesus,
“How did the ﬁg tree dry up so quickly?”
21
Jesus said to them, ”Think about this: If
you believe that God has power to do what
you ask him to and you do not doubt that,
you will be able to do things like what I
have done to this ﬁg tree. You will even be
able to do marvelous deeds like saying to
that hill over there, ‘Uproot yourself and
throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will
happen! 22 In addition to that, whenever
you ask God for something when you pray
to him, if you believe that he will give it to
you, you will receive it from him.”

the people approached him. They asked,
“By what authority are you doing these
things? Who authorized you to do what
you did here yesterday?” 24 Jesus said to
them, ”I also will ask you a question, and
if you answer me, I will tell you who authorized me to do these things. 25 Where
did John the Baptizer get his authority to
baptize those who came to him? Did he
get it from God or from people?’ The
chief priests and elders debated among
themselves about what they should answer. They said to each other, ”If we say,
‘It was from God,’ he will say to us, ‘Then
you should have believed his message!’ 26
But if we say, ‘It was from people,’ the
crowd might react violently against us, because all the people believe that John was
a prophet whom God had sent.” 27 So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know where
John got his authority from.” Then Jesus
said to them, “Because you did not answer
my question, I will not tell you who gave
me the right to do the things I did here yesterday.”
28

”Tell me what you think about what I
am about to tell you. There was a man
who had two sons. He went to his older
son and said, ‘My son, go and work in my
vineyard today!’ 29 But the son said to his
father, ‘I will not go!’ But later he changed
his mind, and he went to the vineyard and
worked. 30 Then the father approached
his younger son and said what he had said
to his older son. That son said, ‘Sir, I will
go and work in the vineyard today.’ But
he did not go there. 31 So which of the
man’s two sons did what their father desired?” They answered, “The older son.”
Then Jesus said to them, ”So think about
this: God will be kind to the tax collectors
and prostitutes by agreeing to rule over
them much sooner than he will agree to
23
After that, Jesus went into the temple rule over you. This is true, even though
courtyard. While he was teaching the you condemn those people because they
people, the chief priests and the elders of ignore the law of Moses. 32 I say this to you
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because, even though John the Baptizer
explained to you how to live in the right
way, you did not believe his message. But
tax collectors and prostitutes believed his
message, and they turned away from their
sinful behavior. In contrast, even though
you saw that they changed, you refused
to stop sinning, and you did not believe
John’s message.”
33

”Listen to another parable that I will tell
you. There was a landowner who planted
a vineyard. He built a fence around it.
He made a place to collect the juice that
would come out of the grapes. He also
built a tower in which someone could sit
to guard that vineyard. He rented the
vineyard to some men who would care
for it and give him some of the grapes
in return. Then he went away to another country. 34 When it was time to
harvest the grapes, the landowner sent
some of his servants to the men who were
caring for the vineyard to get his share
of the grapes that the vineyard had pro35
duced.
But the renters seized the
servants. They beat one of them, they
killed another one, and killed a third one
of them by throwing stones at him. 36 So
the landowner sent more servants than
he had sent the ﬁrst time. The renters
treated those servants the same way that
they had treated the other servants. 37
After he heard about this, the landowner
sent his own son to the renters to get his
share of the grapes. When he sent him,
he said to himself, ‘They will certainly respect my son and give him my share of
the grapes.’ 38 But when the renters saw
his son arriving, they said to each other,
‘This is the man who will inherit this vineyard! Let us join together and kill him and
divide the property among ourselves.’ 39
So they grabbed him, dragged him outside
the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now I
ask you, when the landowner returns to
his vineyard, what do you think he will

do to those renters?” 41 The people replied,
“He will thoroughly destroy those wicked
men! Then he will rent the vineyard to
others. They will give him his share of
the grapes when they are ripe.” 42 Jesus
said to them, ”You need to think carefully
about these words that you have read in
the scriptures:
‘The men who were building a large
building rejected a certain stone. But others put that same stone in its proper place,
and it has become the most important
stone of the building. The Lord has done
this, and we marvel as we look at it.’
43

I am telling you this: God will no longer
let you Jews be the people over whom he
rules from heaven. Instead, he will agree
to rule over non-Jews, and they will do
what he asks them to do. 44 Anyone who
falls on this stone will break into pieces,
and the stone will crush anyone on whom
it falls.”
45

When the chief priests and the elders
who were Pharisees heard this parable,
they realized that he was accusing them
because they did not believe that he was
the Messiah. 46 They wanted to seize him,
but they did not do so because they were
afraid of what the crowds would do if they
did that, because the crowds considered
that Jesus was a prophet.

Chapter 22
1

Then Jesus told the Jewish leaders other
parables. This is one of those parables. 2
”God ruling from heaven is like a king who
told his servants that they should make
a wedding feast for his son. 3 When the
feast was ready, the king sent his servants
to tell the people whom he had invited
that it was time for them to come to the
wedding feast. The servants went out and
told the people. But the people who had
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4
been invited did not want to come.
So the king sent other servants to again
tell those people to come to the feast. He
said to those servants, ‘Say to the people
whom I invited to come to the feast, “This
is what the king says to you, ‘I have prepared the meal. The oxen and the fattened
calves have been butchered and cooked.
Everything is ready. It is time now for
you to come to the wedding feast!’ ” ’ 5
But when the servants told them that, they
disregarded what the servants said. Some
of them went to their own ﬁelds. Others
went to their places of business. 6 The rest
of them seized the king’s servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 When
the king heard what had happened, he became furious. He commanded his soldiers
to go and kill those murderers and burn
their city. 8 After his soldiers had done
that, the king said to his other servants, ’I
have prepared the wedding feast, but the
people who were invited do not deserve
to come to it. 9 So go to the intersections
of the main roads. Tell whomever you
ﬁnd that they should come to the wedding
feast.’ 10 So the servants went there, and
they gathered everyone they could ﬁnd.
They gathered both bad people and good
people. They brought them into the hall
where the wedding feast was about to take
place. The hall was ﬁlled with people. 11
But when the king went into the hall to
see the guests, he saw someone who was
not wearing clothes that had been provided for the guests to wear at a wedding
feast. 12 The king said to him, ‘Friend,
you should never have entered this hall,
because you are not wearing the clothes
that guests wear at wedding feasts!’ The
man did not say anything, because he did
not know what to say. 13 Then the king
said to his servants, ‘Tie this person’s feet
and hands and throw him outside where
there is total darkness, where people cry
out and gnash their teeth because of the

pain they are in.’” 14 Then Jesus said, “The
point of this parable is that God has invited many to come to him, but only a few
people are the ones whom he has chosen
to be there.”
15

After Jesus said that, the Pharisees met
together in order to plan how they could
cause him to say something that would
enable them to accuse him. 16 They sent
to him some of their disciples along with
those of the Herodian party. Those said
to Jesus, ”Teacher, we know that you
are truthful and that you teach the truth
about what God wants us to do. We
also know that you do not change what
you teach because of what someone says
about you, no matter what kind of person
they are. 17 So tell us what you think about
this matter: Is it right that we pay taxes to
the Roman government, or not?” 18 But
Jesus knew that what they really wanted
to do was evil. They were wanting him
to say something that would get him in
trouble with either the Jewish authorities
or the Roman authorities. So he said to
them, ”You are hypocrites; you want me
to say something for which you can accuse me. 19 Show me one of the coins with
which people pay the Roman tax.” So they
showed him a coin called a denarius. 20
He said to them, “Whose picture is on this
coin? And whose name is on it?” 21 They
answered, “It has the picture and name
of Caesar, the head of the Roman government.” Then he said to them, “So give to
the government what they require, and
give to God what he requires.” 22 When
those men heard Jesus say that, they marveled that his answer did not enable anyone to accuse him. Then they left Jesus.
23

During that same day, some Sadducees
came to Jesus. They are a Jewish group
who do not believe that people will become alive again after they die. They
asked Jesus, 24 ”Teacher, Moses wrote in
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the scriptures, ‘If a man dies who did
not have any children, his brother must
marry the dead man’s widow in order that
she can have a child by him. The child will
be considered the descendant of the man
who died, and in that way the dead man
25
will have descendants.’
There were
seven boys in a family. The oldest one
married someone. He and his wife did not
have any children, and he died. So the second brother married the widow. But he
also died without having a child. 26 The
same thing happened to the third brother,
and also to the other four brothers, who
one by one married this same woman. 27
Last of all, the woman also died. 28 So, at
the time when God will raise people from
the dead, which of the seven brothers do
you think will be her husband? Keep in
mind that they had all been married to
her.” 29 Jesus replied to them, ”You are
certainly wrong in what you are thinking.
You do not know what is written in the
scriptures. You also do not know that God
has the power to make people alive again.
30
The fact is that the woman will not be
the wife of any of them, because after God
causes all dead people to live again, no
one will be married. Instead, people will
be like the angels in heaven. They do not
marry. 31 But about dead people becoming alive again, God said something about
that. I am sure you have read it. Long
after Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had died,
God said to Moses, 32 ‘I am the God whom
Abraham worships, the God whom Isaac
worships, and the God whom Jacob worships.’ It is not dead people who worship
God. It is living people who worship him.
So we are sure that their spirits are still
alive!”

a way that the Sadducees could not think
of anything that they might say to respond
to him, the Pharisees gathered together to
plan what they would say to him. Then
they approached him. 35 One of them was
a man who was a lawyer, who had studied well the laws that God gave Moses. He
wanted to debate Jesus. He asked him,
36
“Teacher, which commandment in the
laws that God gave Moses is the most important?” 37 Jesus quoted the scriptures
as he replied, ”‘You must love the Lord
your God with all your inner being. Show
that you love him in all that you desire, in
all that you feel, and in all that you think.’
38
That is the most important commandment in the laws that God gave Moses. 39
The next most important commandment
that everyone must surely obey is: ‘You
must love the people you come in contact with as much as you love yourself.’
40
These two commandments are the basis of every law that Moses wrote in the
scriptures and also of all that the prophets
wrote.”
41

While the Pharisees were still gathered
together near Jesus, he asked them, 42
“What do you think about the Messiah?
Whose descendant is he?” They said to
him, “He is the descendant of King David.”
43
Jesus said to them, ”If the Messiah
is King David’s descendant, then David
should not have called him ‘Lord’ when
David was saying what the Holy Spirit told
him to say. 44 David wrote this in the
scriptures about the Messiah: ‘God said to
my Lord, “Sit here beside me on my right,
where I will greatly honor you, while I put
your enemies under your feet.” ’ 45 So,
since King David called the Messiah ‘my
Lord,’ the Messiah cannot be just someone
33
When the crowds of people heard Jesus descended from David! He must be much
greater than David!” 46 No one who heard
teach that, they were amazed.
what Jesus said was able to think of even
34
But when the Pharisees heard that Je- one word to say to him in response. After
sus had answered the Sadducees in such that, no one else ever dared to ask him an-
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other question to try to trap him.

Chapter 23
1

Then Jesus said to the crowd and to his
disciples, 2 ”The Pharisees and the men
who teach our Jewish laws have made
themselves the ones who interpret the
laws that God had given Moses for the people of Israel. 3 Consequently, you should
do whatever they tell you that you must
do. But do not do what they do, because
they themselves do not do those things. 4
They require you to obey many rules that
are diﬃcult to obey. But they themselves
do not help anyone obey those rules. It
is as if they were tying up very heavy
loads and putting them on your shoulders
for you to carry. But they will not even
move one ﬁnger to help you carry them.
5
Whatever they do, they do those things
so that other people will see them and admire them. For example, they make extra
wide the tiny boxes containing portions
of scripture that they wear on their arms.
They enlarge the tassels on their robes to
make others think that they honor God.
6
They want other people to honor them.
For example, at dinners they sit in the
seats where the most important people
sit. In the synagogues they want to sit in
the same kind of places. 7 They love for
people to greet them with great honor in
the markets, and for people to call them
‘Teacher.’ 8 But you, my disciples, should
not allow people to call you ‘Teacher,’ as
they do other Jewish teachers. I am the
only one who is really your teacher. This
means that you are all equal to each other,
like brothers and sisters. 9 Do not honor
anyone on earth by addressing him as ‘Father,’ because God, your Father in heaven,
is your only true father. 10 Do not allow
people to call you ‘teacher,’ because the
Messiah is your only teacher. 11 Instead,

everyone among you who wants God to
consider them as important must serve
others as servants do. 12 God will humble
those who try to make themselves important. Those who humble themselves, God
will make them truly important.”
13-14

“You teachers of the law and you Pharisees, you are hypocrites! How terribly
God will punish you, because you refuse
to come under the rule of heaven and also
keep others out. You yourselves do not
want to go in, and you keep others from
entering, too.”
15

“You are hypocrites, you teachers of
the law and you Pharisees! How terribly
God will punish you! You work hard to
get even one person to believe what you
teach. You even travel across seas and
lands to distant places in order to do that.
And as a result, when one person believes
what you teach, you make that person deserve to go to hell much more than you
yourselves do.”
16

”You Jewish leaders, how terribly God
will punish you! You are like blind people who try to lead others. You say, ‘If
someone asks the temple to conﬁrm that
he will do something as if the temple were
a person, then if he does not do what he
promised, it means nothing. But if he asks
the gold in the temple to conﬁrm that he
will do something, then he must do it.’ 17
You are fools, and you are like people who
are blind! The gold that is in the temple
is important, but the temple is even more
important, because it is the temple that
makes the gold to be only for God. 18 Also
you say, ‘If someone asks the altar to conﬁrm that he will do something as if the altar were a person, then if he does not do
what he promised, it means nothing. But
if he asks the gift that he has placed on the
altar to conﬁrm that he will do something,
then he must do it.’ 19 You are like people who are blind. The gift that you put
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on the altar is important, but the altar is
even more important because it is the altar that makes the gift only for God. 20 So
those who promise to do something and
then ask the altar to conﬁrm that they will
do it, they are also asking everything on
the altar to do the same thing. 21 Yes, and
those who promise to do something and
then ask the temple to conﬁrm that they
will do it, they are also asking that God,
to whom the temple belongs, will conﬁrm
the same thing. 22 And those who promise
to do something and then ask heaven to
conﬁrm that they will do it, they are asking the throne of God to conﬁrm that they
will do it, and they are also asking God,
who sits on that throne, to conﬁrm the
same thing.”

dirty on the inside. 26 You blind Pharisees!
First you must stop doing evil things like
stealing from others. Then you will be
able to do what is righteous and will be
like a dish that is clean both outside and
inside.”
27

”You hypocrites, you men who teach the
laws and you Pharisees, how terribly God
will punish you! You are like buildings
over people’s graves, buildings that are
painted white so that people can see them
and avoid touching them. The outside of
those tombs are beautiful, but inside they
are full of dead people’s bones and ﬁlth.
28
You are like those tombs. When people look at you, they think that you are
righteous, but in your inner beings you
are hypocrites, because you disobey God’s
23
”You teachers of the law and you Phar- commands.”
isees, how terribly God will punish you!
29
”You men who teach the Jewish laws
You are hypocrites because, even though
you give to God a tenth of the herbs you and you Pharisees are hypocrites! How
produce, such as mint, dill, and cummin, terribly God will punish you! You rebuild
you do not obey God’s laws that are more the tombs of the prophets whom others
important. For example, you do not act killed long ago. You decorate the mon30
justly toward others, you do not act mer- uments that honor righteous people.
cifully toward people, and you take things You say, ‘If we had lived when our anaway from others using force. It is good to cestors lived, we would not have helped
31
In this
give a tenth of your herbs to God, but you those who killed the prophets.’
should also obey these other more impor- way you admit that you are the descentant laws. 24 You leaders are like blind peo- dants of those murderers; so, you are like
32
You also, go ahead and ﬁnish
ple who are trying to lead others. You are them!
careful not to offend God by swallowing committing all the sins that your ances33
You people are
even the smallest insect when you drink tors began committing.
water, but you act as badly as if you were so wicked! You are as dangerous as poisonous snakes! You foolishly think that
swallowing a camel!
you will escape from God punishing you
25
”You hypocrites, you teachers of the law in hell! 34 Take note that this is why I will
and you Pharisees, how terribly God will send prophets, wise men, and teachers.
punish you! You make yourselves appear You will kill some of them by nailing them
like good people to others. You try to make to crosses, and you will kill some in other
people think you are righteous, but in fact ways. You will whip some of them in the
you sin against them by your greed and places where you worship and you will
taking what belongs to others to delight chase them from city to city. 35 So God will
your own pleasures. You are like dishes consider that you and your ancestors are
that are clean on the outside but are still guilty for killing all the righteous people
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who ever lived on earth, including Adam’s
son Abel, who was a righteous man, and
Zechariah, the son of Barachiah, whom
your ancestors killed in the holy place between the temple and the altar. You also
killed all the prophets who lived between
the times that those two men lived. 36
Think about this: You people who have observed my ministry, it is you whom God
will punish for killing all those prophets!”
37

sure that no one deceives you about what
will happen! 5 Many people will come and
say that they are me. Yes, they will actually say, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and they
6
will deceive many people.
You will
hear about wars that are close and wars
that are far away, but do not let that trouble you. Keep in mind that God has said
that those things must happen. But when
they happen, it will not mean that the end
of the world has come! 7 People groups
will attack each other, and kings will lead
armies against each other. There will
be famines and earthquakes in various
places. 8 These things will happen ﬁrst,
but they will be like when a woman starts
to suffer pain before she gives birth to a
child.

”O people of Jerusalem, you who killed
the prophets who lived long ago, and you
who killed with stones others whom God
had sent to you. Many, many times I
wanted to gather you together to protect
you, like a hen gathers her young chicks
under her wings. But you did not want me
to do that. 38 So listen to this: Your city will
become an uninhabited place. 39 Keep this 9
More bad things will happen. People
in mind: You will see me again only when
who oppose you will take you away to sufI return, when you say about me, ‘God is
fer and die. People who live in all the peotruly pleased with this man who comes
ple groups will hate you because you bewith God’s authority.’”
lieve in me. 10 Also, many people will stop
believing because of the way they will suffer. They will betray their own fellow believers and will hate each other. 11 Many
will come saying that they are prophets,
1
Jesus left the temple courtyard. As he but they will be lying, and they will de12
Because more
was walking along, his disciples came to ceive many people.
him and began talking about how beauti- and more people will disobey God’s laws,
ful the temple buildings were. 2 He said many believers will no longer love each
to them, “I tell you the truth about these other. 13 But all those who keep on bebuildings that you are seeing: an army lieving to the end of their lives, God will
will completely destroy them. They will save them. 14 Furthermore, believers will
throw down every stone in these build- preach the good news about how God is
ings. Not one stone will remain on top of ruling in every part of the world, in order
to announce it to all people groups. Then
another stone.”
the end of the world will come.”
3
Later, as Jesus was sitting alone on the
slope of the Mount of Olives, the disciples 15 ”But before the world ends, the disgustwent to him and asked him, “When will ing person who will deﬁle the holy temple
this happen to the buildings of the tem- and cause people to abandon it will stand
ple? And what will happen to show that in the temple. Daniel the prophet spoke
you are about to come again, and to show and wrote about that long ago. May evthat this world is about to end?”
eryone who reads this pay attention, be-

Chapter 24

4

Jesus replied, ”All that I will say is, be cause I am warning you.
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that happen in the temple, those of you
who are in the region of Judea must ﬂee to
the higher hills! 17 Those who are outside
their houses must not go back into their
houses to get things before they run away.
18
Those who are working in a ﬁeld should
not turn back to get their outer clothing
before they ﬂee. 19 How terrible it will be
for pregnant women at that time, and for
women who will be nursing their babies,
because it will be very diﬃcult for them to
run away! 20 Pray that you will not have to
ﬂee in the winter when it will be hard to
travel, or on the Sabbath, the day of rest;
21
because people will suffer very severely
when those things happen. People have
never suffered that severely since God created the world until now, and no one will
ever suffer like that again. 22 If God had
not decided to shorten that time when people will suffer so much, everyone would
die. But he has decided to shorten it because he is concerned about the people
whom he has chosen.”
23

”At at that time, if someone says to you,
‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or if someone
says, ‘There is the Messiah!’ do not believe
it! 24 They will perform many kinds of miracles and amazing things, in order to deceive people. They will even try to deceive
you people whom God has chosen. 25 Do
not forget that I have warned you about
all this before it happens. 26 So if someone says to you, ‘Look, the Messiah is in
the wilderness!’ do not go there. Likewise,
if someone says to you, ‘Look, he is in a
secret room!’ do not believe that person,
27
because just like lightning ﬂashes from
the east to the west and people see it, in
the same way, when the Son of Man returns again, everyone will see. 28 It will
be clear to everyone just as when you see
vultures gathering you know that an animal carcass is there.”
29

fered during that time, the sun will become dark. The moon will not shine. The
stars will fall from the sky. And God will
shake all things in the sky loose from their
place. 30 After that, everyone will see the
Son of Man appear in the sky. Then unbelieving people from all people groups on
earth will wail because they will be afraid.
They will see me, the Son of Man, coming on the clouds with power and great
glory. 31 He will send his angels to the
earth from everywhere in the heavens.
When they hear the trumpet’s loud blast,
they will gather together God’s people—
the ones he has chosen—from across the
whole earth.”
32

”Now be sure to learn something from
how ﬁg trees grow. When the branches
of a ﬁg tree become tender and its leaves
begin to sprout, you know that summer is
near. 33 Similarly, when you see all these
things happening, you will know that the
time for him to return is very close. 34
Keep this in mind: All of these events will
happen before all the people have died
who have observed these things. 35 You
can be certain that these things that I have
told you about will happen. The earth and
sky will disappear one day, but what I say
will always be true.”
36

”But no other person, nor even any angel in heaven, nor even the Son, knows
the day or the hour when these things will
happen. Only God the Father knows. 37-39
It will be like what happened when Noah
lived. Until the ﬂood came, the people did
not know that anything bad would happen to them. They were eating and drinking as usual. Men were getting married,
and parents were giving their daughters
to men to marry them. They were doing
all this until the day that Noah and his
family entered the big boat. And then the
ﬂood came and drowned all those who
”Immediately after people have suf- were not in the boat. Similarly, the un-
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believing people will not know when the
40
Son of Man will return.
When that
happens not all people will be taken up to
heaven. For example, two people will be
in the ﬁelds. One of them will be taken
up to heaven and the other person will
be left here to be punished. 41 Similarly,
two women will be grinding grain with a
handmill. One of them will be taken up
to heaven and the other will be left. 42 So,
because you do not know what day your
Lord will return to the earth, you need to
be ready all the time. 43 You know that
if the owner of a house knew at what time
in the night thieves would come, he would
be awake and prevent the thieves from
breaking in. Similarly, the Son of Man will
come as unexpectedly as a thief. 44 So you
need to be ready because the Son of Man
will return to the earth at a time when you
do not expect him to come.”

45

”Think about what every faithful and
wise servant is like. The house owner appoints one servant to supervise the other
servants. He tells him to give them food at
the proper times. Then he leaves on a long
trip. 46 If the servant is doing that work
when the house owner returns, the house
owner will be very pleased with him. 47
Think about this: The house owner will
appoint that one servant to be the supervisor of all his possessions. 48 But a wicked
servant might say to himself, ‘The owner
has been away for a long time, so he probably will not return soon and ﬁnd out what
I am doing.’ 49 So he will begin to beat
the other servants and eat and drink with
those who are drunk. 50 Then the house
owner will come back at a time when the
servant does not expect him. 51 He will
punish that servant severely and he will
put him where the hypocrites are put. In
that place the people cry and grind their
teeth because they suffer very much.”

Chapter 25
1

”God’s rule from heaven will be like what
happened to ten unmarried girls who got
ready to go to a wedding feast. They were
to take their lamps and go wait for the
bridegroom to come. 2 Now ﬁve of these
girls were foolish, and ﬁve were wise. 3
The foolish girls took their lamps, but they
did not take any extra olive oil for them. 4
But the wise girls took oil in their ﬂasks
5
as well as in their lamps.
The bridegroom was taking a long time to come, and
it became late at night. So all the girls became sleepy and fell asleep. 6 In the middle of the night someone woke them up by
shouting, ‘Here he is! The bridegroom is
arriving! Go outside and meet him!’ 7
So all the girls got up and adjusted their
lamps for burning. 8 The foolish girls said
to the wise ones, ‘Give us some of your oil,
because our lamps are about to go out!’ 9
The wise girls replied, ‘No, because there
might not be enough oil for our lamps and
yours. Go to the sellers and buy some for
yourselves!’ 10 But while the foolish girls
were on their way to buy oil, the bridegroom arrived. Then the wise girls, who
were ready, went with him into the wedding hall, where the bride was waiting.
Then the door was closed. 11 Later, the rest
of the girls came to the wedding hall, and
they called to the bridegroom, ‘Sir, open
the door for us!’ 12 But he said to them,
‘The truth is that I do not know you, so I
will not open the door for you!’” 13 Then
Jesus continued by saying, “So, in order
that this does not happen to you, stay prepared because you do not know when it
will be.”
14

”When the Son of Man returns from
heaven as king, it will be like a man
who was about to go on a long journey.
He called his servants together and gave
them each some of his wealth to invest
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and gain more money for him. 15 He gave
them money according to their ability to
use it. For example, he gave one servant
ﬁve bags of gold weighing about 165 kilograms, he gave another servant two bags
weighing about sixty-six kilograms, and
he gave another servant one bag weighing about thirty-three kilograms. Then he
left on his journey. 16 The servant who
had received ﬁve bags of gold went immediately and used that money to gain ﬁve
more bags. 17 Similarly, the servant who
had received two bags of gold gained two
bags more. 18 But the servant who had received one bag of gold went and dug a hole
in the ground, and he hid it there to keep
it safe.
19

After a long time the servants’ master
returned. He called them together to ﬁnd
out what they had done with his money. 20
The servant who had received ﬁve bags of
gold brought him ten bags. He said, ‘Master, you gave me ﬁve bags of gold to take
care of. Look, I have gained ﬁve more!’ 21
His master replied, ‘You are a very good
servant! You have been very faithful to
me. You have managed a small amount
of money very well, so I will put you in
charge of a lot of things. Come and be
happy with me!’

to harvest a ﬁeld he did not plant. 25 I was
afraid of what you might do if I lost the
money you lent me to invest, so I hid it in
the ground. Here it is now; please take it
back!’ 26 His master replied, ’You wicked,
lazy servant! You knew that I expect to
make money even when I have invested
nothing. 27 So then, you should have at
least put my money on deposit in a bank,
so that when I returned I would get it back
with the interest it earned!’ 28 Then the
master said to his other servants, ’Take the
bag of gold from him and give it to the servant who has the ten bags! 29 To those who
use well what they have received, God will
give more, and they will have plenty. But
from those who do not use well what they
have received, even what they already
have will be taken away. 30 Furthermore,
throw that worthless servant outside into
the darkness, where he will be with those
who are wailing and grinding their teeth
in pain.’”
31

”When the Son of Man comes again in
his brilliant light and brings all his angels, he will sit as king on his throne to
judge everyone. 32 Everyone from all the
people groups will be gathered in front of
him. Then he will separate the people one
from another, as a shepherd separates his
33
22
He will put the
The servant who had received two bags sheep from his goats.
of gold also came, and he said, ‘Master, righteous people on his right and the unyou gave me two bags of gold to take care righteous ones on his left, just like sheep
of. Look, I have gained two more!’ 23 and goats.”
His master replied, ‘You are a very good 34
Then he will say to those on his right,
servant! You have been very faithful to
’You people who have been blessed by my
me. You have managed a small amount
Father, come! Come receive all the good
of money very well, so I will put you in
things he will give you, for he is now givcharge of a lot of things. Come and be
ing you the blessings of his rule—things
happy with me!’
he has been preparing since the time he
24
Then the servant who had received one created the world. 35 These things belong
bag of gold came. He said, ’Master, I was to you, because you gave me something
afraid of you. I knew that you are a man to eat when I was hungry. You gave me
who expects to make a lot of money even if something to drink when I was thirsty.
you invest nothing, like a farmer who tries When I was a stranger in your town, you
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invited me to stay in your houses. 36
When I needed clothes, you gave me some.
When I was sick, you took care of me.
When I was in prison, you came to visit
me.’
37

Then the people whom God has declared to be good will reply, ’Lord, when
were you hungry and we saw you and
gave you something to eat? When were
you thirsty and we gave you something to
drink? 38 When were you a stranger in
our town and we invited you to stay in
our houses? When did you need clothes
and we gave you some? 39 When were you
sick or in prison and we went to visit you?
We do not remember doing any of these
things for you.
40

The King will reply, ‘The truth is that
whatever you did for any one of your fellow believers, even the most unimportant
one, you certainly did it for me.’
41

But then he will say to those on his left,
’You people whom God has cursed, leave
me! Go into the eternal ﬁre that God has
prepared for the devil and his angels! 42
It is right for you to go there, because you
did not give me anything to eat when I was
hungry. You did not give me anything to
drink when I was thirsty. 43 You did not
invite me into your homes when I was a
stranger in your town. You did not give
me any clothes when I needed them. You
did not take care of me when I was sick or
in prison.’
44

They will answer, ‘Lord, when were you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing
clothes or sick or in prison, and we did not
help you?’
45

He will reply, ‘The truth is that whenever you did not do anything to help any
one of my people, even the most unimportant person, it was I for whom you did not
do it.’
46

Then those people on my left will go

away to the place where God will punish
them forever, but the people good in God’s
sight will go to where they will live forever
with God.”

Chapter 26
1

When Jesus had ﬁnished saying all those
things, he said to the disciples, 2 “You
know that two days from now we will celebrate the Passover festival. At that time
someone will hand the Son of Man over to
those who will nail him to a cross.”
3

At the same time the chief priests and the
Jewish elders gathered in the home of the
high priest, whose name was Caiaphas. 4
There they planned how they could arrest
Jesus in some tricky way so that they could
have him executed. 5 But they said, “We
must not do it during the Passover festival,
because if we do it then, the people might
riot.”
6

While Jesus and his disciples were in the
village of Bethany, they ate in the home
of Simon, whom Jesus had healed of leprosy. 7 During the meal, a woman came
into the house. She was carrying a beautiful stone jar containing very expensive
perfume. She went up to Jesus as he was
eating and poured all the perfume on his
head. 8 When the disciples saw that, they
were very angry. One of them said, ”It is
terrible that this perfume was wasted! 9
We could have sold it and gotten a lot of
money for it! Then we could have given
the money to poor people.” 10 Jesus knew
what they were saying, so he said to them,
”You should not be bothering this woman!
She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11
Keep in mind that you will always have
poor people among you, so you can help
them whenever you want to. But I will not
always be with you! 12 When she poured
this perfume on my body, it was as if she
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knew that I am going to die soon. And it
is as if she had anointed my body for being buried. 13 I will tell you this: Wherever in the entire world people preach the
good news about me, they will tell what
this woman has done, and as a result, people will always remember her.”

I, the Son of Man, will die, because that
is what the scriptures say about me. But
there will be terrible punishment for the
man who enables my enemies to arrest
me! It would be better for that man if
he had never been born!” 25 Then Judas,
the one who was going to betray him, said,
“Teacher, surely it is not I!” Jesus replied,
14
Then Judas Iscariot, even though he was
“Yes, you are admitting it.”
one of the twelve disciples, went to the
chief priests. 15 He asked them, “If I en- 26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf
able you to arrest Jesus, how much money of bread and thanked God for it. He broke
are you willing to give me?” They agreed it into pieces, gave it to the disciples, and
to give him thirty silver coins. So they said, “Take this bread and eat it. It is my
counted out the coins and gave them to body.” 27 Later he took a cup of wine and
him. 16 From that time Judas watched for thanked God for it. Then he gave it to them
an opportunity when they could arrest Je- and said, ”Drink from this cup, all of you.
28
The wine in this cup is my blood, which
sus.
will soon ﬂow from my body. This blood
17
On the ﬁrst day of the week-long Feswill mark the new covenant that God is
tival of Bread with No Yeast, the discimaking to forgive the sins of many people.
ples went to Jesus and asked, “Where do 29
Note this carefully: I will not drink wine
you want us to prepare the meal for the
in this way anymore until the time when
Passover Celebration so that we can eat it
I drink it with you with a new meaning.
with you?” 18 Jesus instructed two of the
That will happen when my Father rules
disciples about what they should do. He
completely.”
said to them, “Go into the city to a man
with whom I have previously arranged 30 After they sang a hymn, they started out
this. Tell him that I, the Teacher, say toward the Mount of Olives.
this: ‘The time that I told you about is 31
On the way, Jesus told them, ”This night
near. I am going to celebrate the Passover
all of you will desert me because of what
meal with my disciples at your house,
will happen to me! This is certain to hapand I have sent these two to prepare the
pen because these words that God said are
meal.’ ” 19 So the two disciples did as Jesus
written in the scriptures:
told them. They went and prepared the
Passover meal in that man’s house.
’I will cause men to kill the shepherd,
20

When that evening had come, Jesus was
eating the meal with the twelve disciples.
21
He said to them, “Listen carefully to this:
One of you is going to enable my enemies
to arrest me.” 22 The disciples were very
sad. They began to say to him, one after the other, “Lord, it is surely not I!” 23
He replied, ”The one who will enable my
enemies to arrest me is the one of you
who is dipping bread into the sauce in the
dish along with me. 24 It is certain that

and they will scatter all the sheep.’
But after I have died and become alive
again, I will go ahead of you to Galilee and
meet you there.” 33 Peter replied, “Perhaps all the other disciples will desert you
when they see what happens to you, but
I certainly will never leave you!” 34 Jesus
replied to him, “The truth is that this very
night, before the rooster crows, you will
say three times that you do not know me!”
35
Peter said to him, “Even if they kill me
32

1393

MATTHEW
while I am defending you, I will never say enemies to arrest him. A large crowd carthat I do not know you!” All the rest of the rying swords and clubs was coming with
disciples also said the same thing.
him. The chief priests and elders had
sent them. 48 Judas had previously ar36
Then Jesus went with the disciples to
ranged to give them a signal. He had told
a place that is called Gethsemane. There
them, “The man whom I will kiss is the
he said, “Stay here while I go over there
one you want. Arrest him!” 49 He immeand pray.” 37 He took Peter, James, and
diately went to Jesus and said, “Greetings,
John with him. He became extremely disTeacher!” Then he kissed Jesus. 50 Jesus
tressed. 38 Then he said to them, “I am
replied, “Friend, what you are about to do,
very sorrowful, so much so that I feel as
do it quickly.” Then the men who came
if I were about to die! Remain here and
with
Judas stepped forward and seized Jestay awake with me!” 39 After going a lit51
sus.
Suddenly, one of the men who
tle farther, he threw himself facedown on
was with Jesus pulled his sword out of
the ground. He prayed, “My Father, if it
its sheath. He struck the servant of the
is possible, do not make me suffer in the
high priest to kill him, but only cut off
way I know I will have to. But do not do as
his ear. 52 Jesus said to him, ”Put your
I want. Instead, do as you want!” 40 Then
sword back in its sheath! All those who
he returned to the three disciples and saw
try to kill others with a sword—someone
that they were sleeping. He woke Peter
else will kill them with a sword! 53 Do you
and said to him, ”I am disappointed that
think that if I asked my Father, he would
you men fell asleep and were not able to
not immediately send more than twelve
stay awake with me for just a short time!
armies of angels to help me? 54 But if I
41
You must keep alert and pray so that you
did that, what the prophets have written
can resist when anyone tempts you to sin.
in the scriptures about what will happen
You want to do what I tell you, but you are
to the Messiah would not be fulﬁlled.”
not strong enough to actually do it.”
42

He went away a second time. He prayed, 55 At that time Jesus said to the crowd
“My Father, if it is necessary for me to suf- that was seizing him, ”You have come here
fer, may what you want happen!”
to seize me with swords and clubs, as if
I were a bandit! Day after day I sat in
43
When he returned to the three disciples,
the temple courtyard, teaching the peohe saw that they were asleep again. They
ple. Why did you not arrest me then? 56
could not keep their eyes open. 44 So he
But all this is happening to fulﬁll what the
left them and went away again. He prayed
prophets have written in the scriptures
a third time, saying the same thing that he
about me.” Then all of the disciples dehad prayed before. 45 Then he returned
serted Jesus and ran away.
to all the disciples. He woke them up and
said to them, ”I am disappointed that you 57
The men who had arrested Jesus took
are still sleeping and resting! Look! Somehim to the house where Caiaphas, the high
one is about to enable sinful men to arrest
priest, lived. The men who taught the
me, the Son of Man! 46 Get up! Let us go
Jewish laws and the Jewish elders had alto meet them! Here comes the one who is
ready gathered there. 58 Peter followed
enabling them to arrest me!”
Jesus at a distance. He came to the high
47
While Jesus was still speaking, Judas priest’s courtyard. He entered the courtarrived. Even though he was one of the yard and sat down with the guards to see
twelve disciples, he came to enable Jesus’ what would happen.
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59

The chief priests and the rest of the Jewish council were trying to ﬁnd persons
who would tell lies about Jesus so that they
could condemn him to death. 60 But even
though many people spoke lies about him,
they did not ﬁnd anyone who said anything that was useful. Finally two men
came forward 61 and said, “This man said,
‘I am able to destroy God’s temple and to
rebuild it within three days.’ ” 62 Then the
high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are
you not going to reply? What do you say
about these things that they are saying to
accuse you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent.
Then the high priest said to him, “I command you to tell us the truth; you know
that the all-powerful God is listening to
you: Are you the Messiah, the Son of God?”
64
Jesus replied, “Yes, it is as you say. But
I will also say this to all of you: Some day
you will see the Son of Man sitting beside
Almighty God and ruling. You will also see
him coming on the clouds from heaven!”

and said to the people who were standing nearby, “This man was with Jesus, the
man from Nazareth.” 72 But Peter again
denied it. He said, “May God punish me if
I am lying! I tell you, I do not even know
that man!” 73 After a little while, the people who were standing there approached
Peter and said to him, “It is certain that
you are one of those who were with that
man. We can tell from your accent that
you are from Galilee.” 74 Then Peter began to proclaim loudly that God should
curse him if he was lying. He asked God
in heaven to witness that he was telling
the truth and said, “I do not know that
man!” Immediately a rooster crowed. 75
Then Peter remembered the words that Jesus had spoken to him, “Before the rooster
crows, you will say three times that you do
not know me.” And Peter went out of the
courtyard, crying hard because he was so
sad about what he had done.

65

Chapter 27

The the high priest was so upset that
he tore his outer garment. Then he said,
”This man has insulted God! He claims
to be equal with God! We certainly do
not need anyone else to testify against this
man! You heard what he said! 66 What
do you think?” The Jewish leaders replied,
“According to our laws, he is guilty and de67
Then some
serves to be executed!”
of them spat in his face. Others struck
him with their ﬁsts. Others slapped him
68
and said, “Since you claim that you are
the Messiah, tell us who hit you!”
69

1

Very early the next morning all the chief
priests and Jewish elders decided how to
persuade the Romans to execute Jesus. 2
Then they tied his hands and took him to
Pilate, the Roman governor.
3

Then Judas, the one who had betrayed
Jesus, realized that they had decided that
Jesus must die. So was overcome with regret about what he had done. He took
the thirty coins back to the chief priests
and elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned. I
have betrayed a man who is innocent.”
They replied, “That means nothing to us!
That is your problem!” 5 So Judas took the
money and threw it into the temple courtyard. Then he went away and hanged
himself.

Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came up to him and
looked at him. She said, “You also were
with Jesus, that man from the district of
Galilee!” 70 But while everyone there was
listening, he denied it. He said, “I do not
71
know what you are talking about!”
Then he went out to the gateway of the 6 The high priests picked up the coins and
courtyard. Another servant girl saw him said, “This is money that we paid for a
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man to die, and our law does not allow
us to put money like this into the temple
treasury.” 7 So they decided to use that
money to buy a ﬁeld that was called the
Potter’s Field. They made that ﬁeld a place
where they buried strangers who died in
Jerusalem. 8 That is why that place is still
9
called “The Field of Blood.”
By buying that ﬁeld, they made come true these
words that the prophet Jeremiah had written long ago: ”They took the thirty silver
coins—that was what the leaders of Israel
decided that he was worth— 10 and with
that money they bought the ﬁeld of the
potter. They did that as the Lord had commanded me.”

19

While Pilate was sitting in the judge’s
seat, his wife sent him this message:
“Early this morning I had a bad dream because of that man. So do not condemn that
righteous man!”
20

But the chief priests and elders persuaded the crowd to ask Pilate to release
Barabbas, and to order that Jesus be executed. 21 So when the governor asked
them, “Which of the two men do you want
me to release for you?” They replied,
“Barabbas!” 22 Pilate asked them, “So
what should I do with Jesus who some
of you say is the Messiah?” They all
answered, “Command that your soldiers
23
crucify him!”
Pilate replied, “Why?
11
Then Jesus stood in front of the gover- What crime has he committed?” But they
nor. The governor asked him, “Do you shouted even louder, “Have him crucisay you are the king of the Jews?” Jesus ﬁed!”
replied, “Yes, it is as you have just said.”
24
Pilate realized that he was accomplish12
But when the chief priests and elders ac- ing nothing. He saw that instead, the peocused Jesus of doing various wrong things, ple were starting to riot. So he took a
he did not answer. 13 So Pilate said to him, basin of water and washed his hands as
“You hear how many things they are accus- the crowd was watching. He said, “By
ing you of; are you not going to reply?” 14 washing my hands I am showing you that
But Jesus did not say anything. He did not if this man dies, it is your fault, not mine!”
reply to any of the things about which they 25 And all the people answered, “May we
were accusing him. As a result, the gover- be guilty for causing him to die, and may
nor was very surprised.
our children be guilty, too!” 26 Then he
ordered the soldiers to release Barabbas
15
Now it was the governor’s custom each
for them. But he ordered that his soldiers
year during the Passover Celebration to
whip Jesus. And then he turned Jesus over
release one person who was in prison.
to the soldiers for them to nail Jesus to a
He released whatever prisoner the peocross.
ple wanted. 16 At that time there was in
Jerusalem a well-known prisoner whose 27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus
17
So when into the soldiers’ barracks. The whole coname was Barabbas.
the crowd gathered, Pilate asked them, hort gathered around him. 28 They pulled
“Which prisoner would you like me to re- off his clothes and put a bright red robe
lease for you: Barabbas, or Jesus, whom on him, pretending he was a king. 29 They
18
they call the Messiah?”
He asked took some branches with thorns and wove
that question because he realized that the them to make a crown and put it on his
chief priests had brought Jesus to him only head. They put in his right hand a reed
because they were jealous of Jesus. And Pi- like a staff that a king would hold. Then
late thought that the crowd would prefer they knelt in front of him and made fun of
him, saying, “Greetings to the king of the
that he release Jesus.
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Jews!” 30 They kept spitting on him. They
took the staff and kept striking him on the
head with it. 31 When they had ﬁnished
ridiculing him, they pulled off the robe
and put his own clothes on him. Then
they led him away to the place where they
would nail him to a cross.

42

“He saved others from their sicknesses,
but he cannot help himself!” “He says that
he is the King of Israel. So he should come
down from the cross. Then we would believe him!” 43 “He says that he trusts in
God, and that he is the man who is also
God. So if God is pleased with him, God
should rescue him now!” 44 And the two
32
After Jesus carried his cross a short dis- bandits who on crosses with him also intance, the soldiers saw a man named Si- sulted him, saying similar things.
mon, who was from the city of Cyrene.
They forced him to carry the cross for Je- 45 At noon it became dark over the whole
sus. 33 They came to a place called Gol- land. It stayed dark until three o’clock
46
gotha. That name means “the place like in the afternoon.
At about three
34
a skull.”
When they got there, they o’clock Jesus shouted loudly, “Eli, Eli, lama
mixed with wine something that tasted sabachthani?” That means, “My God, my
very bitter. They gave it to Jesus to drink God, why have you deserted me?” 47
so that he would not feel so much pain When some of the people standing there
when they nailed him on the cross. But heard the word “Eli,” they thought that
when he tasted it, he refused to drink he was calling for the prophet Elijah. 48
35
Immediately one of them ran and got a
it. Some soldiers took his clothes.
Then they nailed him to the cross. Af- sponge. He ﬁlled it with sour wine. Then
terwards, they divided his clothes among he put the sponge on the tip of a reed and
themselves by gambling with something held it up in order that Jesus could suck
like dice to decide which piece of clothing out the wine that was in it. 49 But the other
each one would get. 36 Then the soldiers people there said, “Wait! Let us see if Elisat down there to guard him, to prevent jah comes to save him!” 50 Then after Jeanyone from trying to rescue him. 37 They sus shouted out loudly again, he died, givfastened to the cross above Jesus’ head a ing his spirit over to God. 51 At that mosign on which had been written why they ment the heavy thick curtain that closed
were nailing him to the cross. But all it off the Most Holy Place in the temple split
said was, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the into two pieces from top to bottom. The
38
They also nailed two bandits earth shook, and some large rocks split
Jews.’
to crosses. They placed one cross on the open. 52 Tombs opened up, and the bodies
right side of Jesus and the other on the left of many people who had honored God beside. 39 The people who were passing by came alive again. 53 They came out of the
insulted him by shaking their heads as if tombs, and after Jesus became alive again,
he were an evil man. 40 They said, “You they went into Jerusalem and appeared to
said you would destroy the temple and many people there.
then build it again within three days! So
54
The oﬃcer who supervised the soldiers
if you can do that, you should be able to
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, who nailed Jesus to the cross was standing
nearby. His soldiers who were guarding
come down from the cross!”
the crosses were also there. When they
41
Similarly, the chief priests, the men who felt the earthquake and saw all the other
taught the Jewish laws, and the elders things that happened, they were terriﬁed.
made fun of him. They said things like, They exclaimed, “Truly he was the Son of
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God!”

the tomb.

55

Many women were there, watching
from a distance. They were women who
had accompanied Jesus from Galilee in
order to provide the things he needed.
56
Among these women were Mary from 1 After the Sabbath ended, on Sunday
Magdala, another Mary who was the morning at dawn, Mary from the town
mother of James and Joseph, and the of Magdala and the other Mary went to
look at the tomb of Jesus. 2 There was a
mother of James and John.
strong earthquake because an angel from
57
When it was almost evening, a rich man God came down from heaven. He went to
named Joseph came there. He was from the tomb and rolled the stone away from
the town of Arimathea. He also was a dis- the entrance. Then he sat on the stone. 3
ciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and His body was as bright as lightning, and
asked Pilate to allow him to take the body his clothes were as white as snow. 4 The
of Jesus and bury it. Pilate ordered his sol- guards trembled because they were very
diers to allow him to take the body. 59 afraid, and then they fell down like dead
So Joseph and others took the body and men.
wrapped it in a clean white cloth. 60 Then
5
The angel said to the two women, ”You
they placed it in Joseph’s own new tomb
that workers had dug out of a rock cliff. should not be afraid! I know that you
They rolled a huge circular ﬂat stone in are looking for Jesus, who was nailed to
6
front of the entrance to the tomb. Then a cross. He is not here! God has made
they left. 61 Mary from Magdala and the him alive again, just as Jesus told you he
other Mary were sitting there opposite the would! Come and see the place where
his body lay! 7 Then go quickly and tell
tomb, watching.
his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead!
62
The next day was Saturday, the Jewish He will go ahead of you to the district of
day of rest. The chief priests and some Galilee. You will see him there.’ Pay attenof the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 They tion to what I have told you!”
said, ”Sir, we remember that while that de- 8
So the women left the tomb quickly.
ceiver was still alive, he said, ‘Three days
after I die I will become alive again.’ 64 They were afraid, but they were also very
So we ask you to order soldiers to guard joyful. They ran9to tell the disciples what
the tomb for three days. If you do not do had happened. Suddenly, as they were
that, his disciples may come and steal the running, Jesus appeared to them. He said,
body. Then they will tell people that he “Greetings to you!” The women came
has risen from the dead. If they deceive close to him. They knelt down10and clasped
people by saying that, it will be worse than his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus
the way he deceived people before.” 65 Pi- said to them, “Do not be afraid! Go and
late replied, “You can take some soldiers. tell all my disciples that they should go to
Go to the tomb and make it as secure as Galilee. They will see me there.”
you know how.” 66 So they went and made 11 While the women were going, some of
the tomb secure by fastening a cord from the soldiers who had been guarding the
the stone that was in front of the entrance tomb went into the city. They reported to
to the rock cliff on each side and sealing it. the chief priests everything that had hapThey also left some soldiers there to guard pened. 12 So the chief priests and Jewish

Chapter 28
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elders met together. They thought of a
way to explain why the tomb was empty.
They gave the soldiers a lot of money as a
bribe. 13 They said, ”Tell people, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole his
body while we were sleeping.’ 14 If the
governor hears about this, we ourselves
will make sure that he does not get angry
and punish you. So you will not have to
worry.” 15 So the soldiers took the money
and did as they were told. And this story
has been told among the Jews to this very
day.
16

Later the eleven disciples went to the
district of Galilee. They went to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17
They saw him there and worshiped him.
But some doubted that it was really Jesus
and that he had become alive again. 18
Then Jesus came close to them and said,
”My Father has given me all authority over
everything and everyone in heaven and
on earth. 19 So go, and use my authority
to teach my message to people of all people groups so that they may become my
disciples. Baptize them to be under the authority of the Father, of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. 20 Teach them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember that I will be with you always, until the end of this age.”
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Chapter 1
1-2

This is the good news concerning Jesus
the Messiah, the Son of God. Isaiah the
prophet mentioned this good news when
he wrote:
”Listen! I am sending my messenger
ahead of you.
He will prepare the people to welcome
you.

him in the Jordan River. 10 Immediately
after Jesus came up out of the water, he
saw heaven open up and the Spirit of God
descending on himself. The Spirit of God
came down like a dove. 11 God spoke from
heaven and said, “You are my Son, the one
whom I love dearly. I am very pleased
with you.” 12 Then the Spirit of God sent
Jesus out into the wilderness. 13 He was
there for forty days. During that time, Satan was tempting him. There were wild
animals in that place, and angels were taking care of him.
14

Later, after John was put in prison, Jesus
went to Galilee. In Galilee, he was preach3
He will call out to anyone who hears ing God’s good news. 15 He was saying,
him in the wilderness,
“The time has come at last. God will soon
‘Make yourselves ready to welcome the show that he is king. Be sorry that you
have sinned, and decide to stop it, so that
Lord.’”
God may forgive you. Believe the good
4
The messenger that Isaiah wrote about news.”
was John. People called him “The Bap16
One day, while Jesus was walking along
tizer.” John was in the wilderness; he was
by
the Sea of Galilee, he saw two men, Sibaptizing people and telling them, “Be
sorry that you have sinned, and decide to mon and Simon’s brother, Andrew. They
stop it, so that God may forgive you. Then I were casting their ﬁshing net into the sea.
will baptize you.” 5 A great number of peo- They earned money by catching and sell17
Then Jesus said to them, “Just
ple from the district of Judea and the city ing ﬁsh.
like
you
have
been gathering ﬁsh, come
of Jerusalem went out to the wilderness
to hear John speak. Many of those who with me and I will teach you how to gather
18
Immediately they left their
heard him agreed that they had sinned. people.”
nets,
and
they
went with him. 19 After
Then John baptized them in the Jordan
River. 6 John wore rough clothes made they had gone on a little further, Jesus saw
of camel’s hair and a leather belt around two other men, James and James’ brother,
his waist. He ate grasshoppers and honey John. They were the sons of a man named
that he found in that wilderness area. 7 Zebedee. They were both in a boat mend20
As soon as Jesus saw
He was preaching, ”Very shortly one will ing ﬁshing nets.
come who is very great. I am nothing com- them, he told them to come with him. So
pared to him. I am not even worthy to they left their father, who remained in
stoop down and untie his sandals. 8 I bap- the boat with the hired servants, and they
tized you with water, but he will baptize went away with Jesus.
you with the Holy Spirit.”
21
Jesus and the disciples went into a
9
During the time when John was preach- nearby town called Capernaum. On the
ing, Jesus came from Nazareth, a town in next Sabbath, he went into the synagogue
the district of Galilee. He went to where and began teaching the people who had
John was preaching, and John baptized gathered there. 22 They were amazed
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at the way he taught. He taught like
a teacher who relies on what he himself knows. He did not teach like those
who taught the Jewish laws, who repeated
the different things that other men had
23
taught.
In the synagogue where Jesus taught, there was a man that an evil
spirit controlled. The man with the evil
spirit began shouting, 24 “Hey! Jesus, from
Nazareth! We evil spirits have nothing to
do with you! Have you come to destroy
us? I know who you are. You are the Holy
One from God!” 25 Jesus rebuked the evil
spirit, saying, “Be quiet and come out of
him!” 26 The evil spirit shook the man violently. He screamed loudly, and then he
came out of the man and left. 27 All the
people who were there were amazed. As
a result, they discussed this among themselves, saying, “This is amazing! Not only
does he teach in a new and authoritative
way, but he also commands the evil spirits and they obey him!” 28 The people
very soon told many others throughout
the whole district of Galilee what Jesus
had done.
29

After they left the synagogue, Jesus, Simon and Andrew, along with James and
John, went directly to the house of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-inlaw was lying in bed because she had a
high fever. Right away someone told Jesus about her being sick. 31 Jesus went to
her, took her by the hand, and helped her
up. She immendiately recovered from the
fever and began serving them.
32

That evening, after the sun had gone
down, some people brought to Jesus many
others who were sick and those that evil
spirits controlled. 33 It seemed as though
everyone who lived in the town was gathered at the doorway of Simon’s house. 34
Jesus healed many people who were sick
with various diseases. He also forced
many evil spirits to come out from people.

He did not allow the demons to tell people
about him, because they knew that he was
the Holy One from God.
35

Jesus got up very early the next morning while it was still dark. He left the
house and went away from the town to a
place where there were no people. Then
he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions
searched for him. 37 When they found him
they said, “Everyone in town is looking for
38
He said to them, “We need to
you.”
go to the neighboring towns so that I can
preach there as well. This is the reason I
came here.” 39 So they went throughout
Galilee. As they went, Jesus would preach
in the synagogues and forced evil spirits
to come out from people.
40

One day a man who had a bad skin disease called leprosy came to Jesus. He knelt
down in front of Jesus and pleaded with
him, saying, “Please heal me, because you
are able to heal me if you are willing!” 41
Jesus felt compassion for him. He reached
out his hand and touched the man. Then
he said to him, “Since I am willing to heal
you, be healed!” 42 Immediately the man
was healed! He was no longer a leper! 43
Jesus gave the man a warning as he was
sending him away. 44 He said, “Do not
tell anyone what just happened. Instead,
go to a priest and show yourself to him
in order that he may examine you. Then
make the offering that Moses commanded
for people who have been healed from leprosy. This will be the testimony to the community that you have been healed.” 45
The man did not follow Jesus’ instruction.
He began telling many people about how
Jesus had healed him. As a result, Jesus
was no longer able to enter towns publicly
because the crowds of people would surround him. Instead, he remained outside
the towns in places where no one lived.
But people kept coming to him from all
over that region.
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Chapter 2
1

13

After some days had passed, Jesus returned to Capernaum. People spread the
news quickly to others that Jesus had returned and was in the house. 2 Soon a
great number of people gathered where
Jesus was staying. The number was so
great that the house was full. There was
no longer space to stand, not even around
the doorway. Jesus spoke God’s message
to them. 3 Some people came to the house
bringing to Jesus a man who was paralyzed. Four men carried him on a sleeping pad. 4 They were not able to bring the
man to Jesus because of the crowd that
had gathered. So, they went up on the roof
of the house and made a big hole in the
roof above Jesus. They lowered the paralyzed man on his sleeping pad through the
hole in front of Jesus. 5 After Jesus perceived that the men believed that he could
heal this man, he said to the paralyzed
man, “My child, I have forgiven your sins!”
6
Some men who taught the Jewish laws
were sitting there. They started thinking
to themselves, 7 “Who does this man think
he is? He is proud and insults God by saying that! Only God can forgive sins!” 8 Jesus knew right away within himself what
they were thinking. He said to them, ”Why
are you thinking these things? 9 Which
would be easier for me to say, ‘I have forgiven your sins’ or ‘Get up! Take your
sleeping pad and walk’? 10 I will show you
that the Son of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins.” Then he said to the paralyzed man, 11 “Get up! Pick up your sleeping pad! And go home!” 12 The man stood
up immediately! He picked up the sleeping pad, and then he went away, while
all the people there were watching. They
were all amazed, and they praised God
and said, “We have never before seen anything like what happened just now!”

Jesus left Capernaum and walked along
the shore of the Sea of Galilee. A large
crowd came to him and he taught them.
14
As he walked, he saw a man named
Levi whose father’s name was Alpheus.
He was sitting in his oﬃce where he collected taxes. Jesus said to him, “Come with
me.” He got up and went with Jesus. 15
Later, Jesus was eating a meal in Levi’s
house. Many sinners and men who collected taxes were eating with Jesus and
his disciples. 16 Men who taught the Jewish laws and who were members of the
Pharisee sect saw that Jesus was eating
with sinners and men who collected taxes.
They asked Jesus’ disciples, “Why does he
eat and drink with sinners and men who
collect taxes?” 17 After Jesus heard what
they were asking, he said to the men who
taught the Jewish laws, “Healthy people
do not need a doctor. On the contrary, it
is those who are sick who need a doctor.
I did not come to invite those who think
they are righteous to come me, but those
who know that they have sinned.”
18

Now at this time, the disciples of John
the Baptizer and some men who belonged
to the Pharisee sect were abstaining from
food, as they often did. Some men came
to Jesus and asked him, “The disciples of
John and the Pharisees often abstain from
food. Why do your disciples not abstain
from food?” 19 Jesus said to them, ”When a
man is marrying a woman, his friends will
certainly not abstain from food while he is
still with them. The wedding is a time of
feasting and celebrating with the groom.
It is not a time for abstaining from food,
especially while the groom is with them.
20
But some day, the groom will be taken
away from them. Then in those days, they
will abstain from food.”
21

Jesus went on to say to them, ”People do
not sew a patch of unshrunken cloth on an
old garment in order to mend a hole. If
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they did, when they washed the garment,
the patch would shrink and the new piece
of cloth would tear off more of the old
cloth. As a result, the hole would become
even bigger! 22 Similarly, people do not
put new wine into old skin bags to store
it. If they did, the new wine will burst the
skin bags because they would not stretch
when the wine ferments and expands. As
a result both the wine and the skin bags
would be ruined! On the contrary, people
must put new wine into new skin bags!”
23

On one Sabbath, Jesus was walking
through some grain ﬁelds with his disciples. As they were walking along through
the grain ﬁelds, the disciples were plucking some of the heads of grain. 24 Some
of the Pharisees saw what they were doing and said to Jesus, “Look! They are
breaking the Jewish law concerning the
Sabbath. Why are they doing that?” 25 Jesus said to them, ”Have you never read the
scriptures concerning King David and the
men who were with him when they were
hungry? 26 During the time Abiathar was
high priest, King David entered the house
of God and asked for some bread. The
high priest gave him some of the bread
that had been on display before God. According to our laws, only the priests could
eat that bread! But David ate some of
it. Then he also gave some of it to the
men who were with him.” 27 Jesus said
to them further, ”The Sabbath was established for the needs of people. People
were not made in order to meet the requirements of the Sabbath! 28 So, to be
clear, the Son of Man is Lord, even of the
Sabbath!”

whose hand was withered. 2 Some men
of the Pharisee sect watched him carefully in order to see whether he would
heal the man on the Sabbath; they wanted
to be able to accuse him of doing some3
thing wrong.
Jesus said to the man
whose hand was withered, “Stand up here
in front of everyone!” So the man stood
up. 4 Then Jesus said to the people, “Do the
laws that God gave Moses permit people to
do good on the Sabbath, or do evil? Do the
laws permit us to save a person’s life on
the Sabbath, or permit us to refuse to help
a person and let them die?” But they did
not reply. 5 He looked around at them angrily. He was very disappointed that they
were stubborn and not willing to help the
man. So he said to the man, “Stretch out
your hand!” When the man stretched
out his withered hand, it became all right
again! 6 The Pharisees left the synogogue.
They immediately met with some of the
Jews who supported Herod Antipas, who
ruled the district of Galilee. Together they
planned how they could kill Jesus.
7

Jesus and his disciples left that town and
went to an area further along the Sea of
Galilee. A great crowd of people followed
him. The people that followed him came
from Galilee and Judea, 8 from Jerusalem,
from towns in the district of Judea, from
the district of Idumea, from the region
on the east side of the Jordan River, and
from the region around the cities of Tyre
and Sidon. They all came to him because
they had heard about what he was do9-10
Because he had healed many
ing.
people, many other people who had various illnesses pushed forward in order to
touch him. They believed that if only they
touched him, it would make them well. So
he told his disciples that they should get
a small boat ready for him in order that
the crowd would not crush him when they
1
On another Sabbath Jesus again went pushed forward to touch him. 11 Wheninto a synagogue. There was a man there ever the evil spirits saw Jesus, they caused

Chapter 3
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the people whom they controlled to fall
down in front of Jesus and call out to him,
“You are the Son of God!” 12 Jesus commanded the evil spirits strongly that they
must not tell anyone who he was.
13

Jesus went up into the hills. As he went,
he called out to those that he wanted to
go with him and they went with him. 14
He appointed twelve men to be with him
and for him to send them out to preach.
He called them apostles. 15 He also gave
them power in order that they might force
evil spirits to come out from people. 16
These were the twelve men he appointed:
Simon (and Jesus gave him the new name
17
Peter).
And along with Peter, Jesus
also appointed James the son of Zebedee,
and John the brother of James, to both
of whom he added the new name, ‘Men
who are like Thunder’ because of their
ﬁery zeal; 18 and he appointed Andrew,
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas,
and James who was the son of Alphaeus;
and he appointed Thaddaeus, Simon the
Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him).
20

Jesus and his disciples went to a house.
Again a crowd gathered where he was
staying. Many people crowded around
him. He and his disciples did not even
have time to eat. 21 When his relatives
heard about this, they went to take him
home with them because some people
were saying that he was insane.

try are ﬁghting against one another, their
country will cease to be a united country. 25 And if people who live in the same
house ﬁght each other, they will certainly
not remain united as one family. 26 Similarly, if Satan and his evil spirits were
ﬁghting one another, instead of remaining strong, he would become powerless. 27
No one can go into the house of a strong
man and take his possessions away from
him unless he ﬁrst ties up the strong man.
Only then will he be able to steal the things
in that man’s house.” 28 Jesus also said,
”Consider this carefully! People may sin in
many ways and they may speak evil about
God. God can still forgive them, 29 but if
anyone speaks evil words about the Holy
Spirit, God will never forgive them. That
person is eternally guilty of sin.”
30

Jesus told them this because they were
saying, “An evil spirit is controlling him!”
31

Jesus’ mother and younger siblings arrived. While they stood outside, they sent
someone inside in order to call him outside. 32 A crowd was sitting around Jesus.
One of them said to him, “Your mother
and younger siblings are outside. They
33
Jesus asked them,
want to see you.”
“Who is my mother? Who are my siblings?” 34 After he looked around at those
who sat with him, he said, ”Look here! You
are my mother and my siblings. 35 Those
who do what God wants are my brother,
my sister, or my mother!”

22

Some men who taught the Jewish laws
came down from Jerusalem. They heard
that Jesus was forcing evil spirits to come
out of people. So they were telling people, “Beelzebul, who rules the evil spirits,
controls Jesus. He is the one who gives Jesus the power to force evil spirits out from
people!” 23 So Jesus called those men over
to himself. Jesus spoke to them in parables
and said, ”How can Satan cast out Satan?
24
If people who live in the same coun-

Chapter 4
1

Another time Jesus began to teach people alongside the Sea of Galilee. As he
was teaching, a very large crowd gathered around him. He got into a boat and
pushed out onto the water. Then he sat
down in the boat so that he could speak
to the crowd better. At the same time, the
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crowd was on the shore close to the water. 2 Then he taught them many parables. While he was teaching them, he
told them this: 3 ”Listen to this: A man
went out to his ﬁeld to sow some seeds. 4
As he was scattering them over the soil,
some of the seeds fell on the path. Then
some birds came and ate those seeds. 5
Other seeds fell on ground where there
was not much soil on top of the rock. Very
soon the seeds sprouted because the sun
warmed the moist soil quickly where it
was not deep. 6 But after the sun shone on
those young plants, they became scorched.
Then they withered because they did not
have deep roots. 7 As he sowed, other
seeds fell on ground that contained roots
of thorny plants. The seeds grew, but the
thorny plants also grew up and crowded
out the good plants. So the plants produced no grain. 8 But as he sowed, other
seeds fell on good soil. As a result, they
sprouted, they grew well, and then they
produced plenty of grain. Some plants
bore thirty times as much as the seed that
the man had planted. Some bore sixty
times as much. Some bore one hundred
times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said, “If you
want to understand this, you should consider carefully what I have just said.”
10

Later, when only the twelve disciples
and other close followers were with him,
they asked him about the parables. 11 He
said to them, ”To you I will explain the
message about how God reveals himself
as king, but to the others I will speak in
parables.

and God would forgive them.”
13

He also said to them, ”Do you not understand this parable? How then will
you understand when I teach you other
parables? 14 In the parable that I told
you, the man who sows seeds represents
someone who teaches God’s message to
others. 15 Some people are like the path
where some of the seeds fell. When they
hear God’s message, Satan comes at once
and causes them to forget what they have
heard. 16 Some people are like the ground
where the soil was not very deep over
the rock. When they hear God’s message,
they immediately accept it with joy. 17
But, because the message does not grow
deep, they believe it for only a short time.
They are like the plants that did not have
deep roots. When others treat them badly
or cause them to suffer because they believed God’s message, those people who
are suffering soon stop believing God’s
18
Some people are like the
message.
soil that has thorny weeds in it. Those
people hear God’s message, 19 but they desire to be rich and they want to own many
other things. So they only worry about
what they have and they forget God’s message and they do not do the things that
God wants them to do. 20 But some people are like the good soil. They hear God’s
message and they accept it and they believe it, and they do the things that God
wants them to do. They are like the good
plants that produced thirty, sixty, or one
hundred grains.”

21
He told them another parable: ”PeoWhen they see what I am doing, they
ple
certainly do not light an oil lamp and
will not learn.
then bring it in the house in order to put
When they hear what I say, they will something over it to cover its light. Innot understand.
stead, they put it on a lampstand so that
the light will shine. 22 Similarly, things
If they learned or understood,
that were hidden—one day everyone will
they would be sorry that they had know them, and the things that have hapsinned and decide to stop sinning,
pened in secret—one day everyone will
12
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see them in full light. 23 If you want to setting, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us
understand this, you should consider care- cross over to the other side of the lake.”
36
fully what you have just heard.”
Jesus was already in the boat, so they
left the crowd of people and sailed away.
24
”Consider carefully what you hear me
Other people also went along with them
say to you. For whatever size container
in their boats. 37 A strong wind came
you use, it will be ﬁlled for you. 25 For if
up and the waves started coming into the
person has some understanding, he will
boat! The boat was soon nearly full of wareceive even more. But if a person does
ter! 38 Jesus was in the back part of the
not have understanding, even what little
boat. He was sleeping with his head on a
he has, he will lose.”
cushion. So they woke him up and said
26
Jesus also said, ”When God begins to to him, “Teacher! Are you not concerned
show himself as king, it is like a man that we are about to die?” 39 So Jesus got
who has scattered seed on the ground. up and rebuked the wind and he spoke
27
Afterwards he slept each night and to the sea, “Be quiet! Be still!” The wind
rose up each day without worrying about stopped blowing and then the sea became
40
He said to the disciples,
the seeds. During that time the seeds very calm.
sprouted and grew in a way that he did not “Why are you afraid? Do you not yet have
understand. 28 The ground produced the faith?” 41 They were terriﬁed. They said
crop on its own. First the stalks appeared. to one another, “Who is this man? Even
Then the heads appeared. Then the full the wind and the waves obey him!”
kernels in the heads appeared. 29 As soon
as the grain was ripe he sent people to harvest it because it was time to harvest the
grain.”

Chapter 5

30

Jesus told them another parable. He
said, ”When God begins to show himself
as king, what is it like? What parable can
I use to describe it? 31 It is like mustard
seeds. You know what happens to mustard seeds when we plant them. Though
mustard seeds are among the smallest of
seeds, they become large plants. 32 After
they are planted, they grow up and become larger than the other garden plants.
They put out big branches so that birds are
able to make nests in their shade.”
33

Jesus used many parables when he
talked to the people about God message.
If they were able to understand some, he
kept telling them more. 34 He always used
parables when he spoke to them. But he
explained all the parables to his own disciples when he was alone with them.
35

On that same day, when the sun was

1

Jesus and his disciples arrived on the
other side of the Sea of Galilee. People
called the Gerasenes lived near the place
where they landed. 2 When Jesus stepped
out of the boat, a man came out from
the tombs in a cemetery. Evil spirits controlled the man. 3 The man was coming
out of the cemetery because he lived in
tombs. The people knew him and at times
they tried to restrain him. They could
not restrain him, not even with chains.
4
Whenever they used chains and shackles, the man would break them apart. He
was so strong that no one was able to
5
Day and night the man
subdue him.
would spend his time in the cemetery. He
would scream out loud and cut himself
with sharp stones. 6 When he saw Jesus in
the distance getting out of the boat, he ran
over to him and knelt before him. 7-8 Jesus had been saying to the evil spirit, “You
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evil spirit, come out of this man!” But the
demon did not leave quickly. It shouted
very loudly, “Jesus, I know that you are
the Son of God, so we have nothing in common. Leave me alone! In God’s name,
9
I beg you. Do not torture me!”
Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He
replied, “My name is Legion because there
are many of us evil spirits in this man.” 10
Then the evil spirits kept asking Jesus fervently that he not send them out of the region. 11 At the same time, a large herd
of pigs was grazing nearby on the hillside.
12
So the evil spirits pleaded with Jesus,
“Allow us to go to the pigs in order that
we might enter them!” 13 Jesus permitted them to do that. So the evil spirits
left the man and entered the pigs. The
herd, which numbered about two thousand, rushed down the steep hill into the
lake, where they drowned.
14

The men who were tending the pigs ran
and reported in the town and the countryside what had happened. Many people
went to see for themselves what had happened. 15 They came to the place where
Jesus was. Then they saw the man whom
evil spirits had previously controlled. He
was sitting there with clothes on and mentally sound. They were afraid when they
saw all this. 16 The people who had seen
the events told those who had come from
the town and from the countryside about
what had happened to the man whom the
evil spirits previously controlled. They
also described what had happened to the
pigs. 17 Then the people pleaded with Jesus to leave their region.
18

As Jesus got in the boat to leave, the
man whom the evil spirits previously controlled begged Jesus, “Please let me go
with you!” 19 But Jesus did not let him
go with him. Instead, he said to him, “Go
home to your family and tell them how
much the Lord has done for you, and tell

them how he has been so kind to you.” 20
So the man went and traveled around the
Ten Towns in that district. He told people
how much Jesus had done for him. All the
people who heard what the man said were
amazed.
21

Once more Jesus crossed over to the
other side of the Sea of Galilee in a boat.
When he arrived, a large crowd gathered
around Jesus while he was standing on the
shore. 22 One of the men who presided
over a synagogue, whose name was Jairus,
came there. When he saw Jesus, he knelt
at his feet. 23 Then he pleaded with Jesus earnestly, “My daughter is sick and
nearly dead! Please come to my house
and place your hands on her. Heal her
and make her live!” 24 So Jesus and the
disciples went with him. A large crowd
followed and many pushed in close to Jesus. 25 There was a woman in the crowd
who had a bleeding disorder. She had
been bleeding every day for twelve years.
26
She had suffered much over the years
while doctors treated her. She had spent
all her money to pay the doctors and after
all they did to her, she got worse instead
of better. 27 When she heard that Jesus
healed people, she came to where he was
and pushed in the crowd close behind Jesus. 28 She was thinking, “If I touch him
or even if I touch his clothes, it will heal
me.” So she touched Jesus’ clothes. 29 At
once her bleeding stopped. At the same
time, she sensed within herself that she
had been cured of her illness. 30 Jesus
also immediately sensed within himself
that his power had healed someone. So he
turned around in the crowd and then he
asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 His
disciples replied, “You can see that many
people are crowding close to you! Probably many people touched you! So why
do you ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32 But Jesus kept looking around in order to see the
one who had done it. 33 The woman was
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very afraid and trembling. She knelt before him and told him what she had done.
34
He said to her, “Daughter, because you
have believed that I could heal you, I have
now healed you. You may go home with
peace in your heart, because I promise
that you will not be sick with this disease
anymore.”
35

While Jesus was still speaking to that
woman, some people arrived who had
come from Jairus’ house. They said to
Jairus, “Your daughter has now died. So
there is no need to bother the teacher any
longer, to bring him to your house!” 36
But when Jesus heard what these men
said, he said to Jairus, “Do not think that
the situation is hopeless! Just keep believing that she will live!” 37-38 Then he allowed only his three closest disciples, Peter, James, and John, to go with him to
Jairus’ house. He did not allow any other
people to go with him. After they arrived
near the house, Jesus saw that the people there were grieving. Some were weeping and others were wailing. 39 He entered the house and then he said to them,
“Why are you so upset and crying? The
child is not dead, but only sleeping.” 40
The people laughed at him, because they
knew that she was dead. He sent all the
other people outside the house. Then he
took the child’s father and mother and the
three disciples who were with him. He
went into the room where the child was
lying. 41 He took hold of the child’s hand
and said to her in her own language, “Talitha koum!” That means, “Little girl, get
up!” 42 At once the girl got up and walked
around. (It was not surprising that she
could walk, because she was twelve years
old.) When this happened, all who were
present were greatly amazed. 43 Jesus ordered them strictly, “Do not tell anyone
about what I have done!” Then he told
them to give the girl something to eat.

Chapter 6
1

Jesus left Capernaum and went to his
hometown, Nazareth. His disciples went
with him. 2 On the Sabbath, he entered the
synagogue and taught the people. Many
who were listening to him were amazed.
They wondered where he gained all his
wisdom and the power to perform miracles. 3 They said, “He is just an ordinary
carpenter! We know him and his family!
We know Mary his mother! We know his
younger brothers James, Joses, Judas and
Simon! And his younger sisters also live
here with us!” So they resented him. 4 Jesus said to them, “It is certainly true that
people honor me and other prophets in
other places, but not in our hometowns!
Even our relatives and the people who
live in our own houses do not honor us!”
5

So, although he healed a few sick people there, he was not able to perform any
other miracle. 6 He was amazed by their
unbelief, but he went through their villages and taught them.
7

One day he called the twelve disciples together, and then he told them that he was
going to send them out two by two to teach
people in various towns. He gave them
power to force evil spirits out from people. 8-9 He also instructed them to wear
sandals and to take along a walking stick
when they were traveling. He told them
not to take food, nor a bag in which to
put supplies, nor any money for their journey. He also did not allow them to take an
extra tunic. 10 He also instructed them,
”After you enter a town, if someone invites you to stay in his house, go into his
house. Eat and sleep in that same home
until you leave that town. 11 Wherever the
people do not welcome you and wherever
the people do not listen to you, shake off
the dust from your feet as you leave that
place. By doing that, you will be testifying
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that they did not welcome you.” 12 So after the disciples went out to various towns,
they were preaching that people should
be sorry that they have sinned, and decide
to stop it, so that God may forgive them. 13
They were also forcing many evil spirits
out from people, and they were anointing
many sick people with olive oil and healing them.
14

should do with him, but he liked to lis21
ten to him.
But Herodias was able
to eventually have someone execute John.
One day when they honored Herod on his
birthday, he invited the most important
government oﬃcials, the most important
army leaders, and the most important
men in the district of Galilee to eat and
celebrate with him. 22 While they were
eating, Herodias’ daughter came into the
room and danced for the king and his
guests. She pleased King Herod and his
guests so much that he said to her, “Ask
me for whatever you wish and I will give
it to you!” 23 He also said to her, “Whatever you ask, I will give it to you! I will
give you up to half of what I own and rule,
if you ask for it.” 24 The girl left the room
and went to her mother. She told her what
the king had said, and asked her, “What
should I ask for?” Her mother replied,
“Ask the king to give you the head of John
the Baptizer!” 25 The girl quickly entered
the room again. She went to the king and
she said, “I want you to command someone to cut off the head of John the Baptizer
and bring it to me at once on a platter!”
26
The king became very distressed when
he heard what she asked for because he
knew John was a very righteous man. But
he could not refuse what she requested because he had promised that he would give
her anything she asked for, and his guests
had heard him promise. 27 So the king at
once ordered someone to go and cut off
John’s head and bring it to the girl. That
man went to the prison and cut off John’s
head. 28 He put it on a platter, brought
it back, and gave it to the girl. The girl
took it to her mother. 29 After John’s disciples heard what happened, they went to
the prison and took John’s body; then they
buried it.

Now King Herod Antipas heard about
what Jesus was doing, because many people were talking about it. Some people
were saying about Jesus, “He must be John
the Baptizer! He has risen from the dead!
That is why he has God’s power to perform these miracles!” 15 Others were saying about Jesus, “He is the ancient prophet
Elijah, whom God promised to send back
again.” Others were saying about Jesus,
“No, he is a different prophet, like one of
the other prophets who lived long ago.”
16
Having heard what the people were
saying, King Herod Antipas himself said,
“The man performing those miracles must
be John! I commanded my soldiers to
cut off his head, but he has become alive
again!” 17 What happened was this—some
time before, Herod had taken and married Herodias, although she was the wife
18
of his brother, Philip.
After that,
John kept telling Herod, “God’s law does
not permit you to marry the wife of your
brother while he is still alive.” Then, because Herodias urged him to put John
in prison, Herod himself sent soldiers to
John. They arrested John and put him in
prison. 19 But because Herodias wanted to
get further revenge on John, she wanted
someone to execute him. But she could
not do that because while John was in
prison, Herod kept John safe from her. 20
Herod did this because he respected John,
because he knew that he was a righteous
man who devoted himself to God. When- 30 The twelve apostles returned to Jesus
ever Herod listened to him, he became from the places to which they had gone.
very disturbed and did not know what he They reported to him what they had done
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and what they had taught to people. 31 He
said to them, “Come with me to a place
where no people are living, in order that
we can be alone and rest a little while!” He
said this because many people were continually coming to them and going away
again, with the result that Jesus and his
disciples did not have time to eat or do
anything else. 32 So they went away by
themselves in a boat to a place where no
people were living. 33 But many people
saw them leaving. They also recognized
that they were Jesus and the disciples, and
they saw where they were going. So they
ran ahead on land from all the nearby
towns to the place where Jesus and his disciples were going. They actually arrived
there before Jesus and the disciples. 34 As
Jesus and his disciples got out of the boat,
Jesus saw this great crowd. He felt compassion for them because they were confused, like sheep that do not have a shepherd. So he taught them many things.
35

Late in the afternoon the disciples came
to him and said, ”This is a place where no
one lives, and it is very late. 36 So send
the people away in order that they may
go to the surrounding places where people live and to villages in order that they
can buy for themselves something to eat!”
37
But he replied to them, “No, you yourselves give them something to eat!” They
replied to him, ”We could not buy enough
bread to feed this crowd, even if we had as
much money as a man earns by working
200 days! 38 But he replied to them, “How
many loaves of bread do you have? Go
and ﬁnd out!” They went and found out
and then they told him, “We have only ﬁve
ﬂat loaves and two cooked ﬁsh!” 39 He
instructed the disciples to tell all the people to sit down on the green grass. 40 So
the people sat in groups. There were ﬁfty
people in some groups and one hundred
people in other groups. 41 Jesus took the
ﬁve ﬂat loaves and the two ﬁsh. He looked

up toward heaven and thanked God for
them. Then he broke the loaves and ﬁsh
into pieces and kept giving them to the disciples in order that they would distribute
42
them to the people.
Everyone ate
this food until they all had enough to eat!
43
The disciples then collected twelve baskets full of pieces of bread and of the ﬁsh
that were left over. 44 There were about
ﬁve thousand men who ate the bread and
ﬁsh. They did not even count the women
and children.
45

Right away Jesus told his disciples to get
into the boat and then go ahead of him to
Bethsaida, which was further around the
Sea of Galilee. He stayed and dismissed
the many people who were there. 46 After
he said goodbye to the people, he went up
into the hills in order to pray. 47 When it
was evening, the disciples’ boat was in the
middle of the lake, and Jesus was by himself on the land. 48 He saw that the wind
was blowing against them as they rowed.
As a result, they were having great diﬃculty. He approached them early in the
morning, when it was still dark, by walking on the water. He intended to walk by
them. 49 They saw him walking on the water, but they thought that he was a ghost.
They screamed 50 because they all were
terriﬁed when they saw him. But he spoke
to them. He said to them, “Be calm! Do not
be afraid, because it is I!” 51 He got into
the boat and sat down with them and the
wind stopped blowing. They were completely amazed about what he had done.
52
Although they had seen Jesus multiply
the bread and the ﬁsh, they did not understand how powerful he was, as they
should have.
53

After they went further around the Sea
of Galilee in a boat, they came to shore
at Gennesaret. Then they fastened the
boat there. 54 As soon as they got out of
the boat, the people there recognized Je-
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sus. 55 So they ran throughout the whole
district in order to tell others that Jesus
was there. Then the people placed those
who were sick on stretchers and carried
them to any place where they heard peo56
ple say that Jesus was.
In whatever
village, town or place in the countryside
where he went, they would bring to the
marketplaces those who were sick. Then
the sick people would beg Jesus to let them
touch him or even the edge of his clothes
in order that Jesus might heal them. All
those who touched him or his robe were
healed.

Chapter 7
1

One day some Pharisees and some men
who teach the Jewish laws who had come
from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus. 2
The Pharisees saw that the disciples often
ate without washing their hands ﬁrst. 3-4
They and all of the other Jews strictly observe their traditions that their ancestors
taught. Speciﬁcally, they wash in a special
way their cups, pots, kettles, containers,
and beds in order that using these things
will not make God reject them. For example, they refuse to eat until they ﬁrst wash
their hands with a special ritual, especially after they return from buying things
in the marketplace. There are many other
such traditions that they accept and try to
obey.
5

That day, those Pharisees and men who
taught the Jewish laws saw that some of
his disciples were eating food with hands
that they had not washed using the special ritual. So they questioned Jesus and
said, “Your disciples disobey the traditions
of our elders! Why do they eat food if they
have not washed their hands using our rit6
Jesus said to them, ”Isaiah reual!”
buked your ancestors, and his words de-

scribe very well you people who only pretend to be good! He wrote these words
that God said:
’These people speak as if they honor me,
but they really do not think about honoring me at all.
7

say

It is useless for them to worship me,
because they teach only what people

as if I myself had commanded them.’
8

You, like your ancestors, refuse to do
what God has commanded. Instead, you
follow only the traditions that others have
taught.” 9 Jesus also said to them, ”You
think that you are clever in refusing to
do what God commanded just so that you
can obey your own traditions! 10 For example, our ancestor Moses wrote God’s
command, ‘Honor your fathers and your
mothers’. He also wrote, ‘The authorities
must execute a person who speaks evil
about his father or mother.’ 11-12 But you
teach people that it is all right if people
no longer help their parents. You teach
people that it is all right if they say they
will give what they own to God instead
of to their parents. You allow them to
say to their parents, ‘What I was going to
give to you to provide for you, I have now
promised to give to God. So I cannot any
longer help you!’ As a result, you are actually telling people that they no longer
have to help their parents! 13 In this way
you disregard what God commanded! You
teach your own things to others and tell
them that they should obey them! And
you do many other things like that.”
14

Then Jesus again called the crowd to
come closer. Then he said to them, ”All
of you people listen to me! Try to understand what I am about to tell you. 15 Nothing that people eat causes God to consider
them to be deﬁled. On the contrary, it is
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that which comes from people’s inner be- daughter. 27 He said to the woman, “First
ings that causes God to consider them to let the children eat all they want, because
be deﬁled.” 16[1]
it is not good for someone to take the food
the mother has prepared for the children
17
After Jesus had left the crowd, he en- and then throw it to the little dogs.” 28 She
tered a house with the disciples. They replied to him, “Sir, what you say is corquestioned him about the parable that he rect, but even the house dogs, who lie unhad just spoken. 18 He replied to them, der the table, eat the crumbs that the chil”Did you not understand what it means? dren drop.” 29 Jesus said to her, “Because
You ought to understand that nothing that of what you have said, go home. I have
enters us from outside can cause God to caused the evil spirit to leave your daughconsider us deﬁled. 19 Instead of enter- ter.” 30 The woman returned to her house
ing and ruining our minds, it goes into and saw that her child was lying quietly
our stomachs, and afterwards the refuse on the bed and that the evil spirit had left.
passes out of our bodies.” By saying this,
Jesus was declaring that people can eat
31
Jesus and his disciples left the region
any food without causing God to consider
20
them deﬁled.
He also said, ”It is around Tyre and went north through
the thoughts and actions that come from Sidon, then toward the east through the
within people that cause God to consider area of the Ten Towns, and then south to
32
them deﬁled. 21 Speciﬁcally, it is peo- the towns near the Sea of Galilee. There,
ple’s innermost being that causes them people brought to him a man who was
to think things that are evil; they act im- deaf and could not talk. They begged Jemorally, they steal things, they commit sus to lay his hands on him in order to
33
So Jesus took him away from
murder. 22 They commit adultery, they heal him.
are greedy, they act maliciously, they de- the crowd in order that the two of them
ceive people. They act indecently, they could be alone. Then he put one of his ﬁnenvy people, they speak evil about oth- gers into each of the man’s ears. After he
ers, they are proud, and they act foolishly. spat on his ﬁngers, he touched the man’s
34
23
People think these thoughts and then tongue with his ﬁngers. Then he looked
they do these evil actions, and that is what up toward heaven, he sighed and then in
his own language he said to the man’s ears,
causes God to consider them deﬁled.”
“Ephphatha,” which means, “Be opened!”
24
After Jesus and his disciples left Galilee, 35 At once the man could hear plainly. He
they went to the region around the cities also began to speak clearly because what
of Tyre and Sidon. While he stayed at was causing him to be unable to speak was
a certain house, he did not want anyone healed. 36 Jesus told the people not to tell
to know it, but people soon found out anyone what he had done. But, although
that he was there. 25 A certain woman, he ordered them and others repeatedly
whose daughter had an evil spirit within not to tell anyone about it, they kept talkher, heard about Jesus. At once she came ing about it all the more. 37 People who
to him and knelt at his feet. 26 Now this heard about it were utterly amazed and
woman was not a Jew. Her ancestors were were saying, “Everything he has done is
not Jews. She herself had been born in wonderful! Besides doing other amazing
the area around the region of Phoenicia, things, he enables deaf people to hear!
in the district of Syria. She pled with Jesus And he enables those who cannot speak to
that he force the evil spirit out from her speak!”
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around the Sea of Galilee to the district of
Dalmanutha.
7:16 [1] The best ancient copies omit the 11
Then some Pharisees came to Jesus.
phrase that appears as v. 16. If any man
They began arguing with him and insisthas ears to hear, let him hear.
ing that he perform a miracle to show that
God had sent him. 12 Jesus sighed deeply
within himself, and then he said, “Why
are you asking me to perform a miracle? I
will not do a miracle for you!” 13 Then he
1
During those days, a large crowd of peo- left them. He got into the boat again, along
ple gathered again. After they had been with his disciples, and they went further
there for two days, they had no food to eat. around the Sea of Galilee. 14 The disciSo Jesus called the disciples to come close ples had forgotten to bring along enough
to him, and then he said to them, 2 ”This is food. Speciﬁcally, they had only one ﬂat
the third day that these people have been loaf of bread with them in the boat. 15 As
with me, and they have nothing left to eat, they were going, Jesus warned them and
so now I am very concerned for them. 3 If said, “Be careful! Beware of the yeast of
I send them home while they are still hun- the Pharisees and of Herod!” 16 The disgry, some of them will faint on the way ciples misunderstood him. So they said to
home. Some of them have come from far one another, “He must have said that beaway.” 4 The disciples knew that he was cause we have no bread.” 17 Jesus knew
suggesting that they give the people some- what they were discussing among themthing to eat, so one of them replied, ”We selves. So he said to them, ”Why are you
cannot possibly ﬁnd food to satisfy this talking about not having enough bread?
crowd. No one lives in this place! 5 Jesus You should understand what I have said
18
asked them, “How many loaves of bread by now! You are not thinking!
You
do you have?” They replied, “We have have eyes, but you do not understand
seven ﬂat loaves.” 6 Jesus commanded the what you see! You have ears, but you
crowd, “Sit down on the ground!” After do not understand what I say!” Then he
they sat down, he took the seven loaves, asked, ”Do you not remember what hapthanked God for them, broke them into pened 19 when I broke only ﬁve loaves and
pieces, and gave them to his disciples to fed the ﬁve thousand people? Not only
distribute to the people. 7 They had also was everyone satisﬁed, but there was food
found that they had a few small ﬁsh. So left over! How many baskets of pieces
after he thanked God for these, he told of bread that were left over did you colthe disciples, “Distribute these also.” Af- lect?” They replied, “We collected twelve
ter they distributed the ﬁsh to the crowd, baskets full.” 20 Then he asked, “When I
8
the people ate this food, and they had broke the seven loaves in order to feed the
plenty to satisfy themselves. The disciples four thousand people, again when everycollected the pieces of food that were left one had plenty to eat, how many large basover and ﬁlled seven large baskets. 9 The kets of pieces of bread that were left over
disciples estimated that there were about did you collect?” They replied, “We colfour thousand people who ate on that day. lected seven large baskets full.” 21 Then he
Then Jesus dismissed the crowd. 10 Im- said to them, “Do you not understand?”
mediately after that, he got into the boat
along with his disciples, and they went 22 They arrived in the boat at Bethsaida.

Chapter 8
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People brought to Jesus a blind man and
begged him touch the man in order to heal
him. 23 Jesus took the hand of the blind
man and led him outside the town. Then
he spat into the man’s eyes, he put his
hands on the man and then asked him,
“Do you see anything?” 24 The man looked
up and then he said, “Yes, I see people!
They are walking around, but I cannot see
them clearly. They look like trees!” 25
Then Jesus again touched the eyes of the
blind man. The man looked intently, and
at that moment he was completely healed!
He could see everything clearly. 26 Jesus
said to him, “Do not go into the town!”
Then he sent the man to his home.
27

Jesus and the disciples left Bethsaida
and went to the villages near Caesarea
Philippi. On the way he questioned them,
“Who do people say that I am?” 28 They
replied, “Some people say that you are
John the Baptizer. Others say that you are
the prophet Elijah. And others say that
you are one of the other former prophets.”
29
He asked them, “What about you? Who
do you say that I am?” Peter replied to
him, “You are the Messiah!” 30 Then Jesus
warned them strongly that they should
not tell anyone yet that he was the Messiah.

would want me to do.”
34

Then he called the crowd together along
with his disciples so that they might listen to him. He told them, ”If any one of
you wants to be my disciple, you must not
do only what makes you live easily. You
must be willing to suffer pain like criminals who are forced to carry crosses to the
places where they will be cruciﬁed. That
is what anyone who wants to be my disciple must do. 35 You must do that, because those who try to save their lives by
denying that they belong to me will lose
their lives. Those who are killed because
they are my disciples and because they
tell others the good news will live forever
with me. 36 People might get everything
they want in this world, but they are really gaining nothing if they do not gain
eternal life! 37 Think carefully about the
fact that there is absolutely nothing that
people can give to God that would enable
them to gain eternal life! 38 And think
about this: Those who refuse to say that
they belong to me, and who reject what I
say in these days when many people have
turned away from God and are very sinful,
I, the Son of Man, will also refuse to say
that they belong to me when I come back
with the holy angels and have the glory
that my Father has!”

31

Then Jesus began to teach them that
he, the Son of Man, would certainly suffer very much. He would be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the men
who teach the Jewish laws. He would even
be killed. But on the third day after he
died, he would become alive again. 32 He
said this to them clearly. But Peter took Jesus aside and started to scold him for talking this way. 33 Jesus turned around and
looked at his disciples. Then he rebuked
Peter, saying, “Stop thinking like that! Satan is causing you to talk like that! Instead
of wanting what God wants me to do, you
are wanting me to do only what people

Chapter 9
1

He also said to his disciples, “Listen carefully! Some of you who are here now will
see God show himself with great power as
king. You will see him do this before you
die!”
2

Six days later Jesus took Peter, James and
James’ brother John and led them up a
high mountain. While they were alone up
there, he appeared very different to them.
3
His clothes became dazzling white. They
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were whiter than anyone on earth could
4
make them by bleaching them.
Two
prophets who had lived long ago, Moses
and Elijah, appeared to them. Then the
two of them began talking with Jesus. 5 After a short time, Peter said, “Teacher, it is
wonderful to be here! So allow us to make
three shelters. One will be for you, one
will be for Moses, and one will be for Elijah!” 6 He said this because he wanted to
say something, but he did not know what
to say. He and the other two disciples
7
were terriﬁed.
Then a shining cloud
appeared that covered them. God spoke
to them from the cloud saying, “This is my
Son. He is the one whom I love. Therefore,
listen to him!” 8 When the three disciples
looked around, they saw that suddenly Jesus was alone with them, and that there
was no longer anyone else there.
9

While they were coming down the mountain, Jesus told them that they should not
tell anyone yet what had just happened to
him. He said, “You may tell them after I,
the Son of Man, rise from the dead after I
die.” 10 So they did not tell others about it
for a long time. But they discussed among
themselves what it meant when he said
that he would rise from the dead.
11

They asked Jesus, “Why do the men who
teach the our laws say that Elijah must
come back to the earth before the Messiah comes to earth?” 12-13 Jesus answered
them, “It is true that God promised to send
Elijah to come ﬁrst to put everything as it
should be. But Elijah has already come,
and our leaders treated him very badly,
just like they wanted to do, as prophets
long ago had said they would. But there is
much written in the scriptures about me,
the Son of Man. The scriptures say that I
will suffer much and that people will reject me.”
14

Then Jesus and those three disciples
arrived where the other disciples were.

They saw a large crowd around the other
disciples and some men who taught the
Jewish laws arguing with them. 15 The
crowd was very surprised to see him
come. So they ran to him and greeted him.
16
He asked them, “What are you arguing
about?” 17 A man in the crowd answered
him, ”Teacher, I brought my son here in
order that you would heal him. There is
an evil spirit in him that makes him unable to talk. 18 Whenever the spirit begins
to control him, it throws him down. He
foams at the mouth, he grinds his teeth
together, and he becomes stiff. I asked
your disciples to expel the spirit, but they
were not able to do it.” 19 Jesus replied by
saying to those people, “You faithless people! You test my patience! Bring the boy
to me.” 20 So they brought the boy to Jesus. As soon as the evil spirit saw Jesus, it
shook the boy severely, and the boy fell on
the ground. He rolled around and foamed
at the mouth. 21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” He
replied, ”This started to happen when he
was a child. 22 The spirit does not only do
this, but he also often throws him into the
ﬁre or into the water in order to kill him.
Pity us and help us, if you can!” 23 Jesus
exclaimed to him, “Of course I can! God
can do anything for people who believe
in him!” 24 Immediately the child’s father
shouted, “I believe that you can help me,
but I do not believe strongly. Help me to
believe more strongly!” 25 Jesus saw that
the crowd was growing. He rebuked the
evil spirit: “You evil spirit, you who are
causing this boy to be deaf and unable to
talk! I command you to come out of him
and never enter him again!” 26 The evil
spirit shouted and shook the boy violently;
then it left the boy. The boy did not move.
He seemed like a dead body. So most of
the people there said, “He is dead!” 27
However, Jesus took him by the hand and
helped him get up. Then the boy stood up.
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28

Later, when Jesus and his disciples were
alone in a house, they asked him, “Why
were we not able to force the evil spirit
out?” 29 He said to them, “You can force
this kind of evil spirit out only by prayer.
There is no other way.”

him to stop doing that. For no one will say
bad things about me soon after performing a mighty deed with my authority. 40
Those who are not opposing us are trying
to achieve the same goals that we are. 41
God will certainly reward those who help
you in any way, even if they simply give
30
After Jesus and his disciples left that reyou a cup of water to drink because you
gion, they traveled through Galilee. Jesus
follow me, the Messiah!”
did not want anyone else to know where
he was. 31 He wanted to have time to teach 42 Jesus also said, ”But if you cause somehis disciples. He was telling them, “Some one who believes in me to sin, God will
day my enemies will arrest me, the Son of severely punish you, even if that person
Man, and I will be put into the hands of is socially unimportant like this little child.
other men. Those men will kill me. But If someone tied a heavy stone around
on the third day after I die, I will become your neck and threw you into the sea, it
alive again!” 32 They did not understand would be better for you than if God punwhat he was telling them, and they were ished you for causing a person who beafraid to ask him what he meant.
lieves in me to sin. 43 So if you are wanting to use one of your hands to sin, do not
use it! Even if you have to cut your hand
off and throw it away to avoid sinning, do
it! It is good that you live eternally, even
though you lack one of your hands while
you are here on earth. But it is not good
that you sin and as a result God throws
your whole body into hell. 44[1] 45 If you
are wanting to use one of your feet to sin,
do not use it! Even if you have to cut off
your foot to avoid sinning, do it! It is good
that you live eternally, even though you
lack one of your feet while you are here on
earth. But it is not good that you sin and
as a result for God to throw your whole
body into hell. 46[2] 47 If because of what
you see you are tempted to sin, stop looking at those things! Even if you have to
gouge out your eye and throw it away to
avoid sinning, do it! It is better to have
only one eye and for God to agree to rule
over you, than him to throw you with two
38
John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw eyes into hell. 48 In that place worms feed
someone who was forcing evil spirits out on the people there forever and the ﬁres
of people. He claimed that he had author- are never put out.”
ity from you to do that. So we told him
to stop doing it because he was not one 49 ”For God will put ﬁre on everyone, just
of the disciples.” 39 Jesus said, ”Do not tell like people put salt on their food. 50 Salt is
33

Then Jesus and his disciples returned
to Capernaum. When they were in the
house, he asked them, “What were you
talking about while we were traveling on
the road?” 34 But they did not reply. They
had been arguing with each other about
which one of them was the most important. 35 He sat down, he called the twelve
disciples to come close to him and then
said to them, “If anyone wants God to consider him to be the most important person
of all, he must consider himself to be the
least important person of all, and he must
36
Then he took
serve everyone else.”
a child and placed him among them. He
took the child in his arms and then he said
to them, 37 “Those who welcome a child
like this one because they love me, God
considers that they are welcoming me. It
is also true that they are also welcoming
God, who sent me.”
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useful to put on food, but you cannot make 10 When Jesus and his disciples were alone
it taste salty again if it becomes ﬂavorless. in a house, they asked him again about
We are to be like salt that adds ﬂavor to this. 11 He said to them, ”God considfood. And live in peace with one another.” ers that any man who divorces his wife
and marries another woman is committing adultery. 12 God also considers a
woman who divorces her husband and
[1]
9:44 The best ancient copies omit this marries another man to be committing
phrase from verses 44 and 46, where adultery.”
worms never stop feeding on them, and the
13
Now people were bringing children to
ﬁre that burns them never goes out
Jesus so that he would touch and bless
9:46 [2] The best ancient copies do not have
them. But the disciples scolded those peoverse 46
ple. 14 When Jesus saw that, he became
angry. He said to the disciples, ”Allow
the children to come to me! Do not forbid them! It is people who have qualities
like children over whom God will agree to
1
Jesus left that place with his disciples, rule. 15 Note this: Those who do not weland they went through the district of come God as their king in the same manJudea and on across to the east side of ner as children would, God will certainly
the Jordan River. When crowds of peo- not agree to rule over them.” 16 Then he
ple gathered around him again, he taught embraced the children. He also put his
them again, as he customarily did. 2 While hands on them and called on God to do
he was teaching them, some Pharisees ap- good to them.
proached him and asked him, “Does our
law permit a man to divorce his wife?” 17 As Jesus was starting to travel again
They asked that in order to be able to with his disciples, a man ran up to him. He
criticize him whether he answered “yes” knelt before Jesus and asked him, “Good
or “no.” 3 He answered them, “What teacher, what must I do to have eternal
did Moses command your ancestors about life?” 18 Jesus said to him, ”Why do you
this?” 4 One of them replied, “Moses per- call me good? Only God is good! 19
mitted that a man may write out divorce But to answer your question, you know
papers so that he may send her away.” 5 the commandments of Moses: ‘Do not
Jesus said to them, ”Your ancestors stub- murder anyone, do not commit adultery,
bornly wanted to be able to send their do not steal, do not testify falsely, do
wives away. That is why Moses wrote that not cheat anyone, and honor your father
law. 6 But when God ﬁrst created people, and mother’.” 20 The man said to him,
it says, ‘God made them male and female.’ “Teacher, I have obeyed all those com7
That explains why God said, ’When a mandments ever since I was young.” 21
man marries, he must leave his parents Jesus looked at him and loved him. He
and join with his wife. 8 They will become said to him, “There is one thing that you
like one person. They will no longer be have not yet done. You must go home,
like two people, but like one.’ 9 Because sell all that you possess, and then give
that is true, a man must not separate from the money to poor people. As a result,
his wife. God has joined them together you will have riches in heaven. After you
and he wishes them to stay together!”
have done what I have told you, come and

Chapter 10
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follow me!” 22 The man became disappointed when he heard Jesus’ instructions.
He went away sad, because he was very
rich. 23 Jesus looked around at the people.
Then he exclaimed to his disciples, “It is
very diﬃcult for people who are wealthy
to agree for God to rule over them.” 24 The
disciples were confused by what he said.
Jesus said again, ”My dear friends, it is
very diﬃcult for anyone to agree for God
to rule over them. 25 In fact, it would be
easier for a very large animal like a camel
to enter through the eye of a needle than
for rich people to accept God to rule over
them.” 26 The disciples were very astonished. So they said to each other, “If that
is so, then no one will be saved!” 27 Jesus
looked at them and then he said, “Yes, it is
impossible for people to save themselves!
But God certainly can save them, because
God can do anything!” 28 Peter said, “Look,
we have left behind everything and fol29
Jesus replied, ”I want
lowed you.”
you to know this: Those who have left
their houses, their brothers, their sisters,
their father, their mother, their children,
or their plots of ground for me and for the
good news, 30 they will receive in this life
a hundred times as much as they left behind. That will include houses and people
as dear as brothers and sisters and mothers and children, and plots of ground. Furthermore, although people will persecute
them here on earth because they believe
in me, in the future age they will have eternal life. 31 But I warn you all: Many who
now consider themselves to be very important will be unimportant at that future
time, and many who now consider themselves to be unimportant will be very important at that future time!”
32

Some days later as they continued to
travel, Jesus and his disciples were walking on the road that leads up to Jerusalem.
Jesus was walking ahead of them. The
disciples were astonished and the other

people who were with them were afraid.
Along the way he took the twelve disciples to a place by themselves. Then he began to tell them again about what was going to happen to him; he said, 33 ”Listen
carefully! We are going up to Jerusalem.
There the chief priests and the men who
teach the laws will arrest me, the Son of
Man. They will declare that I must die.
Then they will take me to the Roman authorities. 34 Their men will ridicule me
and spit on me. They will whip me, and
then they will kill me. But on the third day
after that, I will become alive again!”
35

Along the way, James and John, who
were the two sons of Zebedee, approached
Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we want
you to do something for us!” 36 He said
to them, “What do you want me to do for
you?” 37 They said to him, “When you rule
in your kingdom, let one of us sit at your
right side and one sit at your left side.”
38
But Jesus said to them, “You do not understand what you are asking for.” Then
he asked them, “Can you endure suffering
like I am about to suffer? Can you die the
kind of death I am about to die?” 39 They
said to him, “Yes, we are able to do that!”
Then Jesus said to them, ”It is true that
you will endure suffering like I will suffer,
and you will endure others to kill you as
they will kill me. 40 But I am not the one
who chooses who will sit next to me. God
will give those places to the ones whom he
chooses in advance.”
41

The other ten disciples later heard
about what James and John had requested.
So they said they were unhappy with the
two disciples. 42 Then Jesus called them all
together and said, ”You know that kings
and others who rule over people enjoy
showing that they are powerful. You also
know that their oﬃcials enjoy commanding others. 43 But do not be like them!
On the contrary, all those among you who
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want God to consider them great must become like servants to the rest of you. 44
Furthermore, if anyone among you wants
God to consider him to be the most important, he must act like a slave for the rest
of you. 45 I, the Son of Man, did not come
to be served. On the contrary, I came to
serve others and to free many people by
giving my life for them.”
46

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus and the
disciples came to Jericho. Then, while
they were leaving Jericho along with a
great crowd, a blind man who habitually
begged for money was sitting beside the
road. His name was Bartimaeus, and his
father’s name was Timaeus. 47 When he
heard people say that Jesus from Nazareth
was passing by, he shouted, “Jesus! You
who are the Messiah descended from King
David, be merciful to me!” 48 Many people
scolded him and told him that he should
be quiet. But he shouted even more, “You
who are the Messiah descended from King
49
Jesus
David, be merciful to me!”
stopped and said, “Call him to come over
here!” They called the blind man, saying,
“Jesus is calling you! So cheer up and get
up and come!” 50 He threw aside his cloak
as he jumped up, and he came to Jesus. 51
Jesus asked him, “What do you want me
to do for you?” The blind man said to him,
“Teacher, I want to be able to see again!”
52
Jesus said to him, “I am healing you because you believed in me. So you may go!”
He could see immediately. And he went
with Jesus along the road.

us. As soon as you enter it, you will see
a young donkey tied up that no one has
ever ridden. Untie it and bring it to me.
3
If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing that?’ say, ‘The Lord needs to use it.
He will send it back here with someone
as soon as he no longer needs it.’” 4 So
the two disciples went and found a young
donkey. It was tied close to the door of a
house, which was beside the street. Then
they untied it. 5 Some of the people who
were there said to them, “Why are you
untying that donkey?” 6 They told them
what Jesus had said. So the people permitted them to take the donkey. 7 The
two disciples brought the donkey to Jesus
and put their cloaks on it to make something for him to sit on. 8 Many people
spread their cloaks on the road in front
of him. Others cut branches from palm
trees in nearby ﬁelds and spread them
along the road. 9 The people who were going in front of him and behind him were
all shouting, “Praise God!” and “May God
bless this one who comes with his authority.” 10 They also shouted, “May you be
blessed when you rule like our ancestor
King David ruled!” and “Praise God who
is in the highest heaven!”
11

Jesus entered Jerusalem with them,
and then he went into the temple courtyard. After he looked around at everything there, he left the city because it was
already late in the afternoon. He returned
to Bethany with the twelve disciples.
12

The next day, as Jesus and his disciples
were leaving Bethany, he felt hungry. 13
He saw in the distance a ﬁg tree with all
its leaves, so he went to it to see if he could
ﬁnd any ﬁgs on it. But when he came to it,
he found no fruit on it, because it was not
1
When Jesus and his disciples came near
yet the season for ﬁgs to appear. 14 He said
to Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage and
to the tree, “No one will ever eat from you
Bethany near the Mount of Olives. Then
again.” And the disciples heard this.
Jesus called two of his disciples 2 and said
to them, ”Go to that village just ahead of 15 Jesus and his disciples went back into

Chapter 11
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Jerusalem and entered the temple courtyard. He saw people who were selling and
buying animals for sacriﬁces. He chased
those people from the temple courtyard.
He also overturned the tables of those
who were selling temple tax money in exchange for Roman coins. And he overturned the seats of the men who were selling pigeons for sacriﬁce. 16 He would not
allow anyone who was carrying anything
to sell to go through the temple area. 17
Then as he taught those people, he said to
them, “It is written in the scriptures that
God said, ‘I want my house to be a house
where people from all nations can pray,’
but you bandits have made it like a cave
where robbers hide.” 18 The chief priests
and the men who taught the Jewish laws
later heard about what he had done. They
were planning how they might kill him,
but they feared him because they realized
that the crowd was amazed at what he
was teaching. 19 Every evening Jesus and
his disciples would leave the city.
20

The next morning while they were going along the road toward Jerusalem, they
saw that the ﬁg tree that Jesus had cursed
had withered completely. 21 Peter remembered what Jesus had said to the ﬁg tree
and he said to Jesus, “Teacher, look! The
ﬁg tree that you cursed has withered!” 22
Jesus replied, ”Trust in God! 23 Also note
this: If anyone says to this mountain, ‘Be
raised up and thrown into the sea!’ and if
he does not doubt that it will happen, that
is, if he believes that it will happen, God
will do it for him. 24 So I tell you, whenever you ask God for something when you
pray, believe that you will receive it, and,
if you do, God will do it for you. 25 Now, I
tell you this also: Whenever you are praying, if you have a grudge against people
because they have harmed you, forgive
them, so that your Father in heaven will
likewise forgive your sins.” 26[1]

27

Jesus and his disciples arrived in
the temple courtyard in Jerusalem again.
While Jesus was walking there, a group
consisting of chief priests, some men who
taught the Jewish laws, and elders came
to him. 28 They said to him, “By what authority are you doing these things? Who
authorized you to do things like those you
29
did here yesterday?”
Jesus said to
them, ”I will ask you one question. If
you answer me, I will tell you who authorized me to do those things. 30 Was it God
who authorized John to baptize those who
came to him? Or was it people who authorized him?” 31 They debated among
themselves as to what they should answer.
They said to each other, ”If we say that
it was God who authorized him, he will
say to us, ‘Then you should have believed
what John said!’ 32 On the other hand,
if we say that it was people who authorized John, then what will happen to us?”
They were afraid to say that about John,
because they knew that the people would
be very angry with them. They knew that
all the people truly believed that John was
a prophet whom God had sent. 33 So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know from
whom John received his authority.” Then
Jesus said to them, “Because you did not
answer my question, I will not tell you
who authorized me to do those things here
yesterday.”

11:26 [1] Some ancient authorities include:But if you do not forgive, neither will
your Father who is in heaven forgive your
sins.

Chapter 12
1

Then Jesus began to tell them a parable. He said, ”A certain man planted a
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vineyard. He built a fence around it. He
made a stone tank to collect the grape
juice. He also built a tower for someone
to sit in to guard his vineyard. He leased
the vineyard to some farmers to cultivate
it, and then he went away to another country. 2 When the time came to harvest the
grapes, the owner of the vineyard sent a
servant to the men who had taken a lease
on his vineyard because he wanted to receive from them his share of the grapes
that the vineyard had produced. 3 But
when the servant arrived, they grabbed
him and beat the servant, and they did
not give him any fruit. Then they sent
4
him away.
Later the owner sent another servant to them. But they beat that
one on the head and they hurt him terribly, for which they should be ashamed. 5
Later the owner sent still another servant.
That man the farmers killed. They also
mistreated many other servants whom he
sent. Some they beat and some they killed.
6
The owner still had one other person
with him, his son, whom he loved very
much. So he sent his son to them because
he thought that they would respect him.
7
But when the farmers saw his son coming, they said to each other, ‘Look! Here
comes the owner’s son, who will some day
inherit the vineyard! So let us kill him
in order that this vineyard will be ours!’
8
They seized the owner’s son and killed
him. Then they threw his body outside
the vineyard. 9 So do you know what the
owner of the vineyard will do? He will
come and kill those evil men who had
taken a lease on his vineyard. Then he will
arrange for other people to take care of it.
10
Now think carefully about these words,
which you have read in the scriptures:

done this, and we marvel as we look at it.”
12

Then the Jewish leaders realized that Jesus was accusing them when he told this
story about what those wicked people did.
So they wanted to arrest him. But they
were afraid of what the crowds of people
would do if they did that. So they left him
and went away.
13

The Jewish leaders sent to Jesus some
Pharisees and some members of the party
that supported Herod Antipas.
They
wanted to trick Jesus; they wanted to
make him say something wrong so they
could show people that he taught wrong
things so they could bring charges against
him. 14 After they arrived, they said to
him, “Teacher, we know that you teach
the truth. We also know that you are not
concerned about what people say about
you, even if an important person does
not like what you say. Instead, you teach
truthfully what God wants us to do. So
tell us what you think about this matter:
Is it right that we pay taxes to the Roman
government, or not? Should we pay the
taxes, or should we not pay them?” 15 Jesus knew that they did not really want to
know what God wanted them to do. So
he said to them, “I know that you are just
trying to make me say something wrong
for which you can accuse me. But I will
answer your question anyway. Bring me
a coin so that I might look at it.” 16 After they had brought him a coin, he asked
them, “Whose picture is on this coin? And
whose name is on it?” They replied, “It is
a picture and the name of Caesar.” 17 Jesus said to them, “That is correct, so give
to Caesar what belongs to him, and give
to God what belongs to him.” They were
completely amazed by what he said.

”The men who were building the building
refused to use a certain stone. But the 18 Men who belong to the group of SadLord has put that same stone in its proper ducees deny what other Jews believe, that
place, and it has become the most impor- people become alive again after they die.
tant stone in the building! 11 The Lord has Some Sadducees came to Jesus and asked
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him, 19 ”Teacher, Moses wrote for us Jews
that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a
wife but no children, his brother should
marry the widow and raise up a descen20
dant for his brother.
So here is an
example. There were seven brothers in
one family. The oldest one married a
woman, but he and his wife did not bear
any children. Then he later died. 21 The
second brother also married that woman,
but he, too, did not bear any children.
Then he later died. The third brother did
like his other brothers did. But he also
did not bear any children, and later died.
22
Eventually all seven brothers married
that woman one by one, but no one had
any children, and one by one they died.
Afterwards the woman died, too. 23 Now
on the day when people will become alive
again after they die, whose wife will that
woman be? Keep in mind that she had
been married to all seven brothers!” 24
Jesus replied to them, ”You are certainly
wrong. You do not know what the scriptures teach about this. You also do not
understand God’s power to make people
alive again. 25 That woman will not be
the wife of any of those brothers, because
when people become alive again, instead
of men having wives and women having
husbands, they will be like the angels in
26
heaven. Angels do not marry.
But
let me talk about people becoming alive
again after they die. In the book that
Moses wrote, he wrote about people who
have died; I am sure that you have read
it. When Moses was looking at the bush
that was burning, God said to him, ‘I am
the God whom Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
worship.’ 27 Now it is not dead people who
worship God. It is living people who worship him. So when you say that dead people do not become alive again, you are
very wrong.”

sus had answered the Sadducees’ question very well. So he stepped forward
and asked Jesus, “Which commandment is
the most important?” 29 Jesus answered,
”The most important commandment is
this: ’Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God
is one Lord. 30 You must love the Lord
your God in all that you want and feel,
in all that you think, and in all that you
do!’ 31 The next most important commandment is: ‘You must love the people around
you as much as you love yourself.’ No
other commandment is more important
than these two!” 32 The man said to Jesus,
”Teacher, you have answered well. You
correctly said that God is the only God and
that there is no other God. 33 You have also
said correctly that we should love God in
all that we want and feel, in all that we
think, and in all that we do. And you have
said correctly that we must love people
with whom we come in contact as much as
we love ourselves. And you have also correctly said that doing these things pleases
God more than offering animals to him or
burning other sacriﬁces.” 34 Jesus realized
that this man had answered wisely. So
he said to him, “You are close to the point
where God will agree to rule over you.” After that, the Jewish leaders were afraid to
ask him any more questions like that to try
to trick him.
35

Later, while Jesus was teaching in the
temple area, he said to the people, ”How is
it that those who teach the law say—and
they are correct in saying—that the Messiah is the son of David? 36 The Holy Spirit
caused David to say about the Messiah,
‘God said to my Lord, “Sit here beside me
at my right hand, in the place where I will
highly honor you above everyone else! Sit
here while I completely defeat your enemies!” ’ 37 In this Psalm of David he refers
to the Messiah as ‘Lord.’ But how—as the
28
A man who taught the Jewish laws teachers of the law correctly say—can the
heard their discussion. He knew that Je- Messiah also be the son of David?” Many
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people listened to him gladly as he taught ful, but I want to tell you something about
these things.
them. They will be destroyed completely.
No stone here in this temple area will re38
While Jesus was teaching the people, he
main on top of another stone.”
said to them, ”Beware that you do not act
like the men who teach our laws. They 3 After they arrived at the Mount of Olives
like people to honor them, so they put across the valley from the temple, Jesus
on long robes and walk around in order sat down. When Peter, James, John, and
to show people how important they are. Andrew were alone with him, they asked
They also like people to greet them re- him, 4 “Tell us, when will these things hapspectfully in the marketplaces. 39 They pen? What will happen to show us these
like to sit in the most important seats in things are about to take place?” 5 Jesus
the synagogues. At festivals, they like to replied to them, ”Beware that no one desit in the seats where the most honored ceive you concerning what will happen!
people sit. 40 They swindle the houses 6 Many people will come and say that I
and property of widows by cheating them. sent them. They will say, ‘I am the MesThen they pretend that they are good by siah!’ They will deceive many people. 7
praying long prayers in public. God will When you hear the sound of soldiers ﬁghtcertainly punish them severely!”
ing battles, or when you hear news about
41

Later, Jesus sat down in the temple
area opposite the boxes in which people
put offerings. As he was sitting there,
he watched as they put money in one of
the boxes. Many rich people put in large
amounts of money. 42 Then a poor widow
came along and put in two small copper
coins, which had a very small value. 43-44
Jesus gathered his disciples around him
and said to them, “The truth is that those
other people have a lot of money, but
they gave only a small part of it. But this
woman, who is very poor, has put in all
the money that she had to pay for the
things she needed for today. So this poor
widow has put more money into the box
than all the others!”

Chapter 13
1

While Jesus was leaving the temple area,
one of his disciples said to him, “Teacher,
look at how marvelous these huge stones
are and how wonderful these buildings
are!” 2 Jesus said to him, “Yes, these buildings that you are looking at are wonder-

wars that are far away, do not be troubled. These things will deﬁnitely happen.
But when they do happen, do not think
that God will ﬁnish all that he has planned
at that time! 8 Groups who live in various countries will ﬁght each other, and
various kings and leaders will ﬁght each
other. There will also be earthquakes in
various places, and there will be famines.
Yet, when these things happen, people will
have only just begun to suffer. These ﬁrst
things that they suffer will be like the ﬁrst
pains a woman suffers who is about to
bear a child. They will suffer much more
after that.
9

Be ready for what people will do to you
at that time. They will arrest you and
put you on trial before groups of leaders. People will beat you in various synagogues. They will put you on trial in the
presence of high government authorities.
As a result, you will be able to tell them
about me. 10 My followers must proclaim
the good news to people in all nations before God ﬁnishes everything that he has
planned. 11 When people arrest you, do
not worry about what you will say. In-
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stead, say what God puts into your mind
at that time. Then it will not be just you
who will be speaking. It will be the Holy
Spirit who will be speaking through you.
12
Some brothers and sisters will betray
other brothers and sisters. Some fathers
will betray their children. Some children
will betray their parents so that government oﬃcials will kill their parents. 13
Most people will hate you because you believe in me. But all you who continue to
trust in me until your life is ﬁnished will
be saved.
14

During that time the detestable thing
will enter the temple. It will deﬁle the
temple and cause people to abandon it.
When you see it where it should not be,
you should run away quickly! (May everyone who is reading this pay attention
to this warning!) At that time those people who are in the district of Judea should
ﬂee to higher hills. 15 Those people who
are outside their houses should not enter
their houses in order to get anything. 16
Those who are working in a ﬁeld should
not return to their houses in order to get
additional clothes. 17 I feel very sorry for
women who will be pregnant and women
who will be nursing their babies in those
days, because it will be very diﬃcult for
them to run away! 18-19 In those days
people will suffer very severely. People
have never suffered like that since the
time when God ﬁrst created the world until now; and people will not suffer that
way again. So pray that this painful time
will not happen in winter, when it will be
hard to travel. 20 If the Lord God had not
decided that he would shorten that time
when people suffer so much, everyone
would die. But he has decided to shorten
that time because he is concerned about
the people whom he has chosen. 21-22 At
that time people will falsely say that they
are the Messiah. And some will appear
claiming to be prophets from God. Then

they will perform many kinds of miracles.
They will even try to deceive the people
whom God has chosen. So at that time
if someone says to you, ‘Look, here is the
Messiah!’, or if someone says, ‘Look, there
he is!’, do not believe it! 23 Be alert! Remember that I have warned you about all
this before it happens!
24

After the time when people suffer like
that, the sun will become dark, and the
moon will not shine; 25 the stars will fall
from the sky, and all powerful things in
the sky will be shaken out of their place.
26
Then people will see me, the Son of
Man, coming through the clouds powerfully and gloriously. 27 Then I will send
out my angels so they can gather together
the people whom God has chosen from everywhere, from the most remote places on
earth.
28

Now I want you to learn something
from how ﬁg trees grow. When their
branches become tender and their leaves
begin to sprout, you know that summer
is near for us. 29 Similarly, when you see
what I have just described happening, you
yourselves will know that it is very near
the time for me to return. It will be as
though I am already at the door. 30 Keep
this in mind: this generation will not die
until these things take place. 31 You can be
certain that these things that I have prophesied will happen. The earth and what is
in the sky will one day be destroyed, but
these things that I have told you will certainly happen. 32 But no one knows the
exact time when I will return. The angels in heaven also do not know. Even
I, God’s Son, do not know. Only my Father knows. 33 So be ready! Always be
alert, because you do not know when that
time will come when all these events will
happen! 34 When a man who wants to
travel to a distant place is about to leave
his house, he tells his servants that they
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should manage the house. He tells each
one what he should do. Then he tells the
doorkeeper to be ready for his return. 35
That man must always be ready, because
he does not know whether his master will
return in the evening, at midnight, when
the rooster crows, or at dawn. Similarly,
you also must always be ready, because
you do not know when I will return. 36
May it not happen that when I come suddenly, I will ﬁnd that you are not ready!
37
These words that I am saying to you disciples I am saying to everyone: Always be
ready!”

Chapter 14
1

It was only two days before the people
would begin to celebrate the week-long
festival that they called the Passover. During those days they also celebrated the festival which they called Unleavened Bread.
The chief priests and the men who taught
the Jewish laws were planning how they
could arrest Jesus secretly and put him to
death. 2 But they were saying to one another, “We must not do it during the festival because if we do it then, the people
will be very angry with us and riot!”
3

Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon, who was known as a leper. While
they were eating, a woman came to him.
She was carrying a stone jar that contained expensive, fragrant perfume called
nard. She opened the jar and then poured
all the perfume on Jesus’ head. 4 Some of
the people who were present became angry and said to themselves, ”It is terrible
that she wasted that perfume! 5 It could
have been sold for almost a year’s wages
and then the money could have been
given to poor people!” So they scolded her.
6
But Jesus said, ”Stop scolding her! She
has done to me what I consider to be very

appropriate. So you should not bother
her! 7 You will always have poor people
among you. So you can help them whenever you want to. But I will not be here
with you much longer. 8 It is appropriate
that she has done what she could do. It
is as if she had known that I was going
to die soon, because she has anointed my
body ahead of time so that it is ready for
burial. 9 I will tell you this: Wherever my
followers preach the good news throughout the world, they will also tell what she
has done, and people will remember her.”
10

Then Judas Iscariot went to the chief
priests to talk about helping them to capture Jesus. He did that even though he was
one of the twelve disciples. 11 When the
chief priests heard what he was willing to
do for them, they were very happy. They
promised that they would give him a large
amount of money in return. Judas agreed
and began watching for an opportunity to
hand Jesus over to them.
12

On the ﬁrst day of the festival that they
call Unleavened Bread, when they kill the
lambs for the Passover, Jesus’ disciples
said to him, “Where do you want us to go
and prepare the meal for the Passover Celebration so that we can eat it?” 13 So Jesus
chose two of his disciples to prepare everything. He said to them, ”Go into Jerusalem.
A man will meet you, who will be carrying a large jar full of water. Follow him.
14
When he enters a house, say to the man
who owns the house, ‘Our teacher wants
us to prepare the meal of the Passover Celebration so that he can eat it with us his
disciples. Please show us the room.’ 15
He will show you a large room that is on
the upper ﬂoor of the house. It will be furnished and ready for us to eat a meal in
it. Then prepare the meal there for us.” 16
So the two disciples left. They went into
the city and found everything to be just
like he had told them. They prepared the

1425

MARK
meal for the Passover Celebration there. disciples will leave you, but I will not! I
17
When it was evening, Jesus arrived at will not leave you!” 30 Then Jesus said
that house with the twelve disciples.
to him, ”The truth is that this very night,
before the rooster crows two times, you
18
As they were all sitting there and eating,
will say about me three times, that you do
Jesus said, “Listen carefully to this: One of
not know me. 31 But Peter replied strongly,
you will make it possible for my enemies
“Even if they kill me, I will not say that I do
to arrest me. It is one of you who is eating
not know you.” And all the other disciples
with me right now!” 19 The disciples besaid the same thing.
came very sad and they said to him one by
one, “Surely it is not I?” 20 Then he said to 32 On the way, Jesus and the disciples came
them, ”It is one of you twelve disciples, the to the place that people call Gethsemane.
one who is dipping bread into the sauce in Then he said to some of his disciples, “Stay
the dish along with me. 21 It is certain that here while I pray!” 33 Then he took Peter,
I, the Son of Man, will die, because that James, and John with him. He became exis what has been written about me. But tremely upset. 34 He said to them, “I am
there will be terrible punishment for the very sorrowful. It is as if I were about to
man who betrays me! In fact, he would die. You men stay here and keep watch!”
have been better off if he had never been 35 He went a bit farther and threw himborn!”
self on the ground. Then he prayed that
if it were possible, he would not have to
22
While they were eating, he took a ﬂat
suffer. 36 He said, “O my Father, because
loaf of bread and thanked God for it. Then
you are able to do everything, rescue me
he broke it into pieces and gave it to them
so that I do not have to suffer now! But do
and said to them, “This bread is my body.
not do what I want. Instead, do what you
Take it and eat it.” 23 Afterwards, he took a
want!” 37 Then he returned and found
cup that contained wine and thanked God
his disciples sleeping. He woke them up
for it. Then he gave it to them and they
and said, “Simon! Are you sleeping? Were
all drank. 24 He said to them, ”This wine is
you not able to stay awake for just a short
my blood, which is about to be shed when
time?” 38 And he said to them, “You want
my enemies kill me. With this blood I will
to do what I say, but you are weak. So
conﬁrm the covenant that God has made
keep awake and pray so that you can reto forgive the sins of many people. 25 I
sist when you are tempted!” 39 Then he
want you to know this: I will not drink any
went away again and prayed again what
more wine until the time when I drink it
he prayed before. 40 When he returned,
again when God shows himself as king.”
he found that they were sleeping again;
26
After they sang a hymn, they went out
they were so sleepy that they could not
toward the Mount of Olives.
keep their eyes open. Because they were
27
While they were on their way, Jesus said ashamed, they did not know what to say
to them, ”They wrote in the scriptures that to him when he awakened them. 41 Then
God said about me, ‘I will kill the shep- he went and prayed again. He returned a
herd and scatter his sheep.’ Those words third time and found them sleeping again.
will come true. You will leave me and run He said to them, ”You are still asleep? No
away. 28 But after God makes me alive more of this! The time for me to suffer is
again, I will go ahead of you to the district about to begin. Look! Someone is about
of Galilee and meet you there.” 29 Then to enable sinful men to capture me, the
Peter said to him, “Perhaps all the other Son of Man. 42 So get up! Let us go! Look!
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Here comes the one who is enabling them ing for evidence against Jesus that would
to capture me!”
be strong enough to put him to death. But
they did not ﬁnd any evidence that would
43
While he was still speaking, Judas arrequire the oﬃcials to put him to death.
rived. Even though he was one of Jesus’ 56
Many other people told lies about Jetwelve disciples, he came to enable Jesus’
sus, but the statements they made did not
enemies to capture him. A crowd who
agree with each other. And so, their statecarried swords and clubs was with him.
ments were not strong enough to make a
The leaders of the Jewish council had sent
57
Finally, some
charge against Jesus.
them. 44 Judas, who was betraying Jestood up and accused him falsely by saysus, had previously told this crowd, “The
ing, 58 “We heard him when he said, ‘I will
man whom I kiss is the one whom you
destroy this temple that was built by men,
want. When I kiss him, seize him and lead
and then within three days I will build anhim away.” 45 So, when Judas arrived, he
other temple without help from anyone
immediately went to Jesus and said, “My
else.’ ” 59 But what some of these men
teacher!” Then he kissed Jesus. 46 Then
said also did not agree with what others
the crowd seized Jesus. 47 But one of the
of them said.
disciples who was standing nearby drew
his sword. He struck the servant of the 60 Then the high priest himself stood up
high priest with it, but he only cut off his in front of them and said to Jesus, “Are
ear. 48-49 Jesus said to them, “It is ridicu- you not going to reply? What do you say
lous that you come here to seize me with about all the things that they are saying
swords and clubs, as if I were a robber! in order to accuse you?” 61 But Jesus was
Day after day I was with you in the tem- silent and did not reply. Then the high
ple courtyard teaching the people! Why priest tried again. He asked him, “Are
did you not arrest me then? But this is you the Messiah? Do you say that you
happening so that what the prophets have are the Son of God?” 62 Jesus said, “I am.
written in the scriptures about me may Furthermore, you will see me, the Son of
come true.”
Man, ruling beside God, who is completely
50

All the disciples at once left him and ran
away. 51 At that time, a young man was
following Jesus. He was wearing only a
linen cloth around his body. The crowd
seized him, 52 but, as he pulled away from
them, he left behind the linen cloth in
their hands, and then he ran away naked.
53

powerful. You will also see me coming
down through the clouds in the sky!” 63
When Jesus said this, the high priest tore
his own outer garment in protest, and the
high priest said, ”Do we need more witnesses to testify against this man? 64 You
have heard his blasphemy! He claims to
be God!” They all agreed that Jesus was
guilty and that he deserved to be put to
death. 65 Then some of them began spitting on Jesus. They put a blindfold on him,
and then they began striking him and saying to him, “If you are a prophet, tell us
who hit you!” And those who were guarding Jesus struck him with their hands.

The men who had seized Jesus led him
away to the high priest’s house. All of the
Jewish council were gathering there. 54 Peter followed Jesus at a distance. He went
into the courtyard of the house where the
high priest lived, and he sat there with
the men who guarded the house of the
high priest. He was warming himself beside a ﬁre. 55 The chief priests and all 66 While Peter was outside in the courtthe rest of the Jewish council were look- yard of the high priest’s house, one of the
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girls who worked for the high priest came
near him. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself beside the ﬁre, she looked at
him closely. Then she said, “You also were
with Jesus, that man from Nazareth!” 68
But he denied it by saying, “I do not know
what you are talking about! I understand
nothing of it!” Then he went away from
69
there to the gate of the courtyard.
The servant girl saw him there and said
again to the people who were standing
nearby, “This man is one of those who
have been with that man they arrested.”
70
But he denied it again. After a little
while, those who were standing there said
to Peter again, “You also are from Galilee.
So it is certain that you are one of those
who accompanied Jesus!” 71 But he began to say that God could punish him if
he were not telling the truth; he said, “I
do not know the man that you are talking about!” 72 Immediately the rooster
crowed a second time. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said to him earlier:
“Before the rooster crows a second time,
you will deny three times that you know
me.” When he realized that he had denied
him three times, he started crying.

done!” 5 But Jesus did not say anything
more. The result was that Pilate was very
much surprised.
6

Now it was the governor’s custom each
year during the Passover Celebration to
release one person who was in prison. He
usually released any prisoner the people
requested. 7 At that time there was a
man called Barabbas who was in prison
with some other men. They had committed murder when they rebelled against
the Roman government. 8 A crowd approached Pilate and asked him to release
someone, just as in the past. 9 Pilate answered them, “Would you like me to release for you the man whom you people
say is your king?” 10 He asked this because he realized what the chief priests
were wanting to do. They were accusing
Jesus because they were jealous of him
because many people were becoming his
disciples. 11 But the chief priests urged
the crowd to request that Pilate release
Barabbas for them instead of Jesus. 12 Pilate said to them again, “If I release Barabbas, what do you want me to do with your
king?” 13 Then they shouted back, “Crucify
him!” 14 Then Pilate said to them, “Why?
What crime has he committed?” But they
shouted even louder, “Crucify him!” 15 So
because Pilate wanted to please the crowd,
he released Barabbas to them. Then his
1
Very early in the morning the chief soldiers ﬂogged Jesus; after that, Pilate
priests met together with the rest of the told them to take him away and crucify
Jewish council in order to decide how to him.
accuse Jesus before the Roman governor.
Their guards tied Jesus’ hands again. They 16 The soldiers took Jesus into the courttook him to the residence of Pilate, the yard of the barracks. Then they sumgovernor. 2 Pilate asked Jesus, “Do you moned the whole cohort who were on
say that you are the king of the Jews?” duty there. 17 After the soldiers gathJesus answered him, “You yourself have ered together, they put a purple robe on
said so.” 3 Then the chief priests claimed Jesus. Then they placed on his head a
that Jesus had done many bad things. 4 crown that they had woven from thornSo Pilate asked him again, “Do you have bush branches. 18 Then they greeted him
nothing to reply? Listen to how many like they would greet a king, in order to
bad things they are saying that you have ridicule him; they said, “Greetings, King of

Chapter 15
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the Jews!” 19 They repeatedly struck his
head with a reed and spat on him. They
knelt down in front of him to pretend to
honor him. 20 When they had ﬁnished
mocking him, they pulled off the purple
robe. They put his own clothes on him,
and then they led him outside of the city
in order to nail him to a cross.
21

Now a man named Simon from Cyrene
came along. He was the father of Alexander and Rufus, and he was passing by
Jesus on his way to the city from somewhere else. The soldiers compelled Simon
to carry the cross for Jesus. 22 The soldiers
brought them both to a place that they
call Golgotha. That name means, “A place
like a skull.” 23 Then they tried to give
Jesus wine that was mixed with myrrh.
But he refused to drink it. 24 Some of
the soldiers took his clothes. Then they
nailed him to a cross. Afterwards, they
divided his clothes among themselves by
gambling for them.
25

It was nine o’clock in the morning when
they cruciﬁed him. 26 They attached to the
cross above Jesus’ head a sign on which
it had been written the reason why they
were nailing him to the cross. It said, “The
King of the Jews.” 27 They also nailed to
crosses two men who were robbers. They
nailed one to a cross at the right side of
Jesus and one to a cross at his left side.
28[1] 29
The people who were passing by insulted him by shaking their heads at him.
They said, ”Aha! You said that you would
destroy the temple and then you would
build it again within three days. 30 If you
could do that, then rescue yourself by coming down from the cross!” 31 The chief
priests, along with the men who taught
the Jewish laws, also wanted to make fun
of Jesus. So they said to each other, ”He
has saved others from trouble, but he cannot save himself! 32 He said, ‘I am the Messiah. I am the King who rules the people

of Israel.’ If his words are true, he should
come down now from the cross! Then we
will believe him!” The two men who were
cruciﬁed beside him also insulted him.
33

At noon the whole land became dark,
and it stayed dark until three o’clock
in the afternoon. 34 At three o’clock
Jesus shouted loudly, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?” That means, “My God, my
God, why have you deserted me?” 35
When some of the people who were standing there heard the word ‘Eloi’, they misunderstood it and said, “Listen! He is call36
ing for the prophet Elijah!”
One of
them ran and ﬁlled a sponge with sour
wine. He placed it on the tip of a reed, and
then held it up to try to get Jesus to suck on
it. He said, “Wait! Let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down from the
cross!” 37 And then Jesus shouted loudly,
stopped breathing, and died. 38 At that moment the curtain in the temple sanctuary
split into two pieces from top to bottom.
39
The oﬃcer who supervised the soldiers
who nailed Jesus to the cross was standing
in front of Jesus. When he saw how Jesus
had died, he exclaimed, “Truly, this man
was the Son of God!” 40-41 There were also
some women there; they were watching
these events from a distance. They had accompanied Jesus when he was in Galilee,
and they had provided what he needed.
They had come with him to Jerusalem.
Among those women was Mary from Magdala. There was another Mary, who was
the mother of the younger James and of
Joses. There was also Salome.
42-43

When evening was near, a man
named Joseph from Arimathea came
there. He was a member of the Jewish
council, one whom everyone respected.
He was also one of those who had been
waiting expectantly for when God would
show himself as king. Evening was now
approaching. It was the day before the
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Sabbath, a day the Jews called the day of
preparation. So he went with courage to
Pilate and asked him to permit him to take
the body of Jesus down from the cross and
bury it immediately. 44 Pilate was surprised when he heard that Jesus was already dead. So he summoned the oﬃcer
who was in charge of the soldiers who had
cruciﬁed Jesus, and he asked him if Jesus
45
When the oﬃcer
had already died.
told Pilate that Jesus was dead, Pilate allowed Joseph to take away the body. 46
After Joseph had bought a linen cloth, he
and others took Jesus’ body down from
the cross. They wrapped it in the linen
cloth and laid it in a tomb that previously
had been dug out of the rock cliff. Then
they rolled a huge ﬂat stone in front of the
entrance to the tomb. 47 Mary from Magdala and Mary the mother of Joses were
watching where Jesus’ body was placed.

15:28 [1] The best ancient copies do not
have verse 28

Chapter 16
1

cave. He was wearing a white robe. As a
result, they were astonished. 6 The young
man said to them, ”Do not be astonished!
I know that you are looking for Jesus, the
man from Nazareth, who was nailed to a
cross and cruciﬁed. But he has become
alive again! He is not here! Look! Here
is the place where they placed his body. 7
Go and tell his disciples. Particularly be
sure that you tell Peter. Tell them, ‘Jesus
is going ahead of you to Galilee, and you
will see him there, just like he told you previously’!” 8 The women went outside and
ran from the tomb. They were trembling
because they were afraid, and they were
astonished. But they did not say anything
to anyone about this because they were
afraid.
9

When Jesus became alive again early
on the ﬁrst day of the week, he appeared
ﬁrst to Mary from Magdala. She was the
woman from whom he had previously
forced out seven evil spirits. 10 She went
to those who had been with Jesus, while
they were mourning and crying. She told
them what she had seen. 11 But when
she told them that Jesus was alive again
and that she had seen him, they refused
to believe it. 12 Later that day, Jesus appeared in a different form to two of his
disciples while they were walking from
Jerusalem to the surrounding area. 13 After they recognized him, those two went
back to Jerusalem. They told his other followers what had happened, but they did
not believe it. 14 Later Jesus appeared to
the eleven apostles while they were eating. He scolded them because they had
stubbornly refused to believe the reports
of those who saw him after he had become
alive again.

When the Sabbath had ended, Mary
from Magdala, Mary the mother of the
younger James, and Salome bought fragrant ointments to anoint Jesus’ body for
burial. 2 Very early on the ﬁrst day of the
week, just after the sun rose, they took the
fragrant ointment and started toward the
3
While they were going there,
tomb.
they were asking each other, “Who will
roll away for us the stone that blocks the
entrance of the tomb?” 4 After they arrived, they looked up and saw that someone had rolled away the stone, which was 15 He said to them, ”Go into the whole
5
They entered the tomb world and preach the good news to everyvery large.
and saw an angel who looked like a young one! 16 God will save everyone who beman. He was sitting at the right side of the lieves your message and who is baptized.
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He will condemn everyone who does not
believe. 17 Those who believe the good
news will perform miracles to show that
I am with them. By my power they will
do miracles like these: they will force evil
spirits out of people. They will speak in
languages that they have not learned. 18 If
they pick up snakes or if they drink any
poisonous liquid, they will not be hurt.
God will heal sick people on whom they
lay their hands.”
19

After the Lord Jesus had said this
to the disciples, God took him up into
heaven. Then he sat down on his throne
beside God at the place of highest honor
at his right hand, to rule with him. 20
As for the disciples, they went out from
Jerusalem, and then they preached everywhere. Wherever they went, the Lord enabled them to perform miracles. By doing
that, he showed people that God’s message
is true.
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Chapter 1
1

Dear Theophilus,

Many people have written reports about
the amazing events that have happened
among us. 2 We heard about these things
from people who saw them happen, from
the time everything ﬁrst started happening. These people taught others about
God’s message. 3 I myself have carefully studied everything that these people
wrote and taught. So I decided that it
would also be good for me to write for you,
noble Theophilus, an accurate account of
these matters. 4 I am doing this so that
you may know that what you have been
taught about these things is true.
5

When King Herod ruled the province of
Judea, there was a Jewish priest named
Zechariah. He belonged to the group of
priests called the Abijah group. He and
his wife Elizabeth were both descended
from Aaron. 6 God considered that both
of them were righteous, because they always obeyed without fault everything that
God had commanded. 7 But they had no
children, because Elizabeth was unable to
bear children. Furthermore, she and her
husband were very old.

he was startled and became very afraid. 13
But the angel said to him, ”Zechariah, do
not be afraid! When you prayed, the Lord
heard your request. So your wife Elizabeth will bear a son for you. You must
name him John. 14 You will be very happy,
and many other people will also be happy
because he is born. 15 God will consider
him to be very important. He must never
drink wine or any other alcoholic drink.
He will be empowered by the Holy Spirit
even before he is born. 16 He will persuade many descendants of Israel to stop
sinning and start obeying the Lord their
God again. 17 Your son will go in advance
of the Lord as his forerunner and will be
powerful in his spirit like the prophet Elijah was. He will cause parents to love
their children again. He will cause many
people who do not obey God to live wisely
and to obey him as righteous people do.
He will do this in order to cause many people to be ready when the Lord comes.”
18

Then Zechariah said to the angel, “I am
very old, and my wife is also very old. So
how can I believe that the things you said
will really happen?”
19

Then the angel said to him, ”I am
Gabriel! I stand in God’s presence! I was
sent to tell you this good news about what
will happen to you. 20 What I have told you
will certainly happen at the time God has
decided, but you did not believe my words.
So now God will cause you to be unable to
8
One day Zechariah was serving as a
talk until the day your son is born!”
priest in the temple in Jerusalem during
his group’s regular time of service there. 9 21 While Zechariah and the angel were
Following their custom, the priests chose talking in the temple, the people in the
him by lot to go into the Lord’s temple courtyard were waiting for Zechariah to
and burn incense. 10 When the time came come out. They wondered why he was
for him to burn the incense, many people staying in the temple for such a long time.
were praying in the courtyard outside the 22 When he came out, he was not able to
temple. 11 Then an angel whom the Lord speak to them. Because he could not talk,
had sent appeared to him. The angel was he made motions with his hands to try to
standing at the right side of the altar of in- explain what had happened. Then they recense. 12 When Zechariah saw the angel, alized that he had seen a vision from God
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while he was in the temple.

said, “All right, I am the Lord’s servant, so
let what you have said about me happen!”
23
When Zechariah’s time to work as a
Then the angel left her.
priest in the temple was ﬁnished, he left
39
Very soon after that, Mary got ready and
Jerusalem and went to his home.
went
quickly to the highlands of Judea,
24
Some time after this, his wife Elizabeth
to the city where Zechariah lived. 40 She
became pregnant, but she did not go out in
entered his house and greeted his wife
public for ﬁve months. 25 She said to herElizabeth. 41 As soon as Elizabeth heard
self, “The Lord has enabled me to become
Mary greet her, the baby leaped inside
pregnant. In this way, he had compassion
Elizabeth’s womb. Immediately the Holy
on me and has taken away the reason that
Spirit guided Elizabeth to start praising
people looked down on me!”
42
God.
She exclaimed loudly to Mary,
26
When Elizabeth had been pregnant for ”God has blessed you more than he has
almost six months, God sent the angel blessed other women, and he has blessed
Gabriel to the town of Nazareth in the dis- the baby you will bear! 43 How wondertrict of Galilee. 27 He went there to speak ful it is that you, the mother of my Lord,
to a virgin who was engaged to be married have come to me! 44 As soon as I heard you
to a man named Joseph, who was a descen- greet me, the baby in my womb leaped bedant of King David. The virgin’s name was cause he was so happy that you had come!
Mary. 28 The angel said to her, “Greetings! 45 You are blessed because you believed
The Lord is with you and has shown great that what the Lord told you would come
kindness to you!” 29 But Mary felt very true.”
troubled when she heard his greeting. She 46
Then Mary praised God by saying:
wondered what the angel meant by these
”Oh, how I praise the Lord!
words. 30 Then the angel said to her, ”Do
47
not be afraid, Mary, for you have received
I feel very joyful about God,
31
You will become pregfavor from God!
who is the one who saves me.
nant and give birth to a son, and you must
48
I was only his lowly servant girl, but
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High God. he did not forget me.
The Lord God will make him a king over
So from now on, people living in all time
his people as his ancestor David was. 33 periods will say that God has blessed me.
He will rule forever over the descendants
49
They will say this because of the
of Jacob. He will rule forever!”
great things that God, the Powerful One,
34
Then Mary said to the angel, “How can has done for me.
this happen, since I am a virgin?” 35 The
His name is holy!
angel replied, ”The Holy Spirit will come
50
He acts mercifully from one generato you and the power of God will cover
you. So the baby you will bear will be holy, tion to the next toward those who respect
and he will be called the Son of God. 36 him.
51
And listen to this. Your relative Elizabeth
He shows people that he is very powis pregnant with a son, even though she is erful.
very old. And though people thought that
He scatters those who think proudly
she could not bear children, she has now
been pregnant for almost six months. 37 within their inner beings.
52
For God can do anything!” 38 Then Mary
He has stopped kings from ruling,
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and he has honored people who are op- it kept thinking about it. They were saypressed.
ing, “We wonder what work this child will
do when he grows up!” Because of ev53
He has given good things to eat to
erything that had happened, they were
those who are hungry,
sure that God would be helping him in a
and he has sent away rich people with- powerful way. 67 After Zechariah’s son
was born, Zechariah was controlled by the
out giving them anything.
Holy Spirit and he spoke these words from
54-55
He has helped Israel, the people
God:
who serve him.
68
”Praise the Lord, the God whom we
Long ago he promised our ancestors people of Israel worship,
that he would be merciful to them.
because he has come to set us, his peoHe has kept that promise and has always ple, free.
acted mercifully toward Abraham and all
69
He is sending us someone who will
who descended from him.”
powerfully save us,
56
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about
someone who is descended from his
three months. Then she returned to her
servant,
King David.
home.
57

When it was time for Elizabeth to bear
her child, she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors
and relatives heard how the Lord had
been so kind to her, and they were happy
59
along with Elizabeth.
On the eighth
day after this, people gathered together
for the ceremony to circumcise the baby.
Since his father’s name was Zechariah,
they wanted to give the baby the same
name. 60 But his mother said, “No, his
name must be John!” 61 So they said to
her, “But John is not the name of any of
your relatives!” 62 Then they made motions with their hands to his father, for
him to indicate what name he wanted to
be given to his son. 63 So he signaled
that they should give him a tablet to write
on. When they gave him one, he wrote
on it, “His name is John.” All those who
were there were surprised! 64 Immediately Zechariah was able to speak again,
and he began praising God. 65 Everyone
who lived nearby was completely awed
by what God had done. They told many
other people about what had happened
and the news spread all over the highlands of Judea. 66 Everyone who heard

70

Long ago God caused his prophets to
say that he would do that.
71

This powerful Savior will rescue us
from our enemies,
and he will save us from the power of
all those who hate us.
72

He has done this because he is merciful to our ancestors and remembers his
holy covenant,
73

which is the oath that he promised to
our ancestor Abraham.
74

God promised to rescue us from the
power of our enemies,
and to enable us to serve him without
being afraid,
75

in holy and righteous ways all of our
lives.
76

Then Zechariah said this to his baby
son:
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to prepare a people to be ready when place for them to stay in a place where vishe comes.
itors usually stayed. So they had to stay
in a place where animals slept overnight.
77
You will tell people that God is able
While they were there the time came for
to forgive them and save them from being
Mary to give birth and she gave birth to
punished for their sins.
her ﬁrst child, a son. She wrapped him
78
God will forgive us because he is kind in wide strips of cloth and laid him down
where the food was kept for the animals
and merciful to us.
inside the barn.
And because of that, this Savior, who is
8
That night, there were some shepherds
like the rising sun,
who were taking care of their sheep in
will come to us from heaven to help us. the ﬁelds near Bethlehem. 9 Suddenly an
79
He will shine on people who live in angel of the Lord appeared to them. A
spiritual darkness and in the fear of death. bright light shone all around them, showing the Lord’s glory. So they became very
He will guide us so that we will live afraid.
10
But the angel said to them,
peacefully.
”Do not be afraid! I have come to tell you
80
Over time, Zechariah and Elizabeth’s good news, which will beneﬁt all people
11
Tobaby boy grew up and became spiritually and will make you all very happy!
strong. Then he lived in a desolate region day, in the city of David, a baby has been
and was still living there when he began born who will save you from your sins!
12
to preach publicly to God’s people, Israel. He is the Messiah, the Lord! This is how
you will recognize him: In Bethlehem you
l
will ﬁnd a baby who has been wrapped
in strips of cloth and placed in a feeding
place for animals.”

Chapter 2

13

Suddenly a large group of angels from
heaven appeared and joined the other an1
Around that time Caesar Augustus sent gel. They all praised God, saying,
out an oﬃcial order that every person liv14
“May all the angels in the highing under Roman rule must be registered
est heaven praise God! And may there
in a public record. 2 This ﬁrst happened
be peace on earth among people who are
during the time that Quirinius was govpleasing to God!”
erning the province of Syria. 3 So everyone had to go to his family’s hometown to 15 After the angels left them and returned
be registered. 4-5 Joseph also traveled to to heaven, the shepherds said to each
his family’s hometown, along with Mary, other, “We should go right now to Bethwho was engaged to him and was preg- lehem to see this wonderful thing that
nant. Because Joseph was a descendant of has happened, which the Lord has told us
King David, they left the town of Nazareth about!” 16 So they went quickly and when
in the region of Galilee and traveled to they had found the place where Mary and
the region of Judea, to the town of Beth- Joseph were staying, they saw the baby lylehem, which is also known as the city of ing in a feeding place for animals. 17 After
David. Joseph and Mary went there to be seeing him, they told everyone what had
registered in the public record. 6-7 When been told to them about this child. 18 All
they arrived in Bethlehem, there was no the people who heard what the shepherds
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said to them were amazed. 19 But Mary
kept thinking about all the things she had
heard and carefully remembered them.
20
The shepherds returned to the ﬁelds
where their sheep were. They kept talking about how great God is and praising
him for all the things that they had heard
and seen, because everything happened
exactly like the angels had told them.
21

Eight days later, it was the day when the
baby was circumcised, and they gave him
the name Jesus. This was the name the angel had told them to give him, even before
he was conceived.
22

When the required number of days for
their puriﬁcation had gone by, according
to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph traveled up to Jerusalem to dedicate their son
to the Lord. 23 It had been written in the
law of the Lord, “Every male offspring
that is the ﬁrst to be born will be set apart
to be holy to the Lord.” 24 The law of the
Lord also said the parents of a newborn
son must offer as a sacriﬁce: “two turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25

At that time there was an old man in
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. He
did what was pleasing to God and obeyed
God’s laws. He was eagerly waiting for
God to send the Messiah to encourage the
Israelite people, and the Holy Spirit was
directing him. 26 The Holy Spirit had previously revealed to him that he would see
the Lord’s promised Messiah before he
died. 27 When Joseph and Mary brought
their baby, Jesus, to the temple in order
to perform the rituals that God had commanded in his laws, the Spirit led Simeon
to enter the temple courtyard. 28 Then he
took Jesus up in his arms and praised God,
saying,

30

I have seen the one whom you sent
to save people,
31

the one you prepared in the midst of
all the peoples.
32

He will be like a light that will reveal your truth to the Gentiles, and he will
bring honor to the Israelite people.”
33

Jesus’ father and mother were very
amazed at what Simeon said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them, and said to
Jesus’ mother, Mary, 34 ”Note what I say:
God has determined that because of this
child, many Israelite people will turn
away from God, and many others will turn
to God. He will be like a sign to warn people, and many people will oppose him. 35
As a result, the thoughts of many people
will be made evident. A sword will also
pierce your own soul.”
36

There was also in the temple courtyard
a prophetess named Anna who was very
old. Her father Phanuel was a member
of the tribe of Asher. She had been married for seven years and then her husband
died. 37 After that, she lived eighty-four
more years as a widow. She was always
serving in the temple area and worshiped
God night and day. She often fasted and
prayed. 38 At that very moment, Anna
came up to them and began thanking God
for the baby. Then she spoke about Jesus
to many people who were expecting God
to redeem Jerusalem.
39

After Joseph and Mary had ﬁnished doing everything required of them by the
laws of the Lord, they returned to their
own town, Nazareth, in the district of
Galilee. 40 As the child grew up, he became
strong and very wise, and God was very
pleased with him.
41

Every year Jesus’ parents went to
”Lord, you have made me content and Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 42
I can now die in peace according to your So when Jesus was twelve years old, they
went up to Jerusalem for the festival as
promise.
29
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they always did. 43 When all the days for
the festival had ended, his parents started
to return home, but Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem. His parents did not know he
was still there. 44 They assumed that he
was with the other people who were traveling with them. After walking a whole
day’s jouney, they started to look for him
45
among their relatives and friends.
When they did not ﬁnd him, they returned
to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After
three days, they found him in the temple
courtyard, sitting in the midst of the Jewish religious teachers. He was listening to
them teach, and he was asking them questions. 47 All the people who heard what he
said were amazed at how much he understood and how well he answered the questions that the teachers asked. 48 When
his parents saw him, they were very surprised. His mother said to him, “My son,
why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been very worried as we
have been searching for you!” 49 He said
to them, “Why were you searching for me?
Did you not know that I needed to be involved in what my Father does?” 50 But
they did not understand the meaning of
51
Then he rewhat he said to them.
turned with them to Nazareth and he always obeyed them. His mother kept thinking deeply about all those things.
52

As the years passed, Jesus continued to
become wiser and he grew taller. God and
people continued to approve of him more
and more.

Chapter 3
1

When Tiberius Caesar had been ruling the Roman Empire for about ﬁfteen
years, Pontius Pilate was the governor of
the province of Judea, Herod Antipas was
ruling the district of Galilee, his brother

Philip was ruling the regions of Iturea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanius was ruling the region of Abilene. 2 During that
time, when Annas and Caiaphas were the
high priests in Jerusalem, God spoke to
Zechariah’s son John while he was living
out in the wilderness. 3 John was traveling all around the area near the Jordan
River. He kept telling people, “If you want
God to forgive your sins, you must repent;
then I will baptize you!” 4 The prophet
Isaiah wrote these words on a scroll long
ago:
”In the wilderness, someone will be calling out:
Prepare the way of the Lord,
Make straight paths for him.
5

Every valley will be ﬁlled,

And every mountain and hill will be
made level;
The crooked roads will become straight,
And the rough ways will be made
smooth.
6

Then everyone will see God’s way of
saving people.”
7

John said to the crowds of people who
were coming to be baptized by him, ”You
people are evil like poisonous snakes! No
one warned you that one day God will
punish everyone who sins, did they? Do
not think that you can escape from him!
8
Do the things that show that you have
truly turned away from your sinful behavior! And do not start saying to yourself, ‘We are descendants of Abraham!’ Because I tell you that God could make even
these stones become descendants of Abraham! 9 The ax is already placed at the
root of the trees, so that every tree that
does not produce good fruit will be cut
down and thrown into the ﬁre.” 10 Then
some of the people in the crowd asked
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him, “What, then, should we do?” 11 He answered them, “If any of you has two shirts,
you should give one of them to someone
who does not have a shirt. If any of you
has plenty of food, you should give some
to those who do not have food.” 12 Some
tax collectors also came to John to be baptized. They asked him, “Teacher, what
should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Do
not collect from the people more money
than the Roman government tells you to
14
collect!”
Some soldiers asked him,
“And us? What should we do?” He said
to them, “Do not force people to give you
money by threatening them, and do not
falsely accuse anyone of doing something
wrong! Be content with the amount of
15
People were getmoney you earn.”
ting very hopeful that the Messiah might
be coming soon, and many of them were
wondering if John might be the Messiah.
16
But John replied to them all, ”No, I am
not. The Messiah is far greater than I am.
He is so great that I am not worthy even
to untie the straps of his sandals! When I
baptized you, I used only water. But when
the Messiah comes, he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and with ﬁre. 17 A
winnowing fork is in his hand, ready to
separate good grain from the useless chaff.
He will store the grain safely in his barn
but will burn up the chaff in a ﬁre that
never stops burning. 18 In many different ways like this, John urged the people
to repent and turn back to God, as he kept
telling them the good message from God.
19
He also rebuked King Herod for marrying his brother’s wife, Herodias, while
his brother was still alive, and for doing
many other evil things. 20 Then Herod had
his soldiers put John in prison, which was
21
But before
another very evil thing.
John was put in prison, when many people were being baptized, Jesus also was
baptized. Afterwards, while he was praying, the sky opened. 22 Then the Holy

Spirit, resembling a dove, came down and
landed on Jesus. And God spoke to Jesus from heaven, saying, “You are my Son,
the one whom I love dearly. I am very
23
pleased with you!”
When Jesus began his work for God, he was about thirty
years old. He was the son of Joseph (or so
it was thought). Joseph was the son of Heli.
24
Heli was the son of Matthat. Matthat
was the son of Levi. Levi was the son of
Melchi. Melchi was the son of Jannai. Jannai was the son of Joseph. 25 Joseph was
the son of Mattathias. Mattathias was the
son of Amos. Amos was the son of Nahum.
Nahum was the son of Esli. Esli was the
son of Naggai. 26 Naggai was the son of
Maath. Maath was the son of Mattathias.
Mattathias was the son of Semein. Semein
was the son of Josech. Josech was the son
of Joda. 27 Joda was the son of Joanan.
Joanan was the son of Rhesa. Rhesa was
the son of Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel was
the son of Shealtiel. Shealtiel was the son
of Neri. 28 Neri was the son of Melchi.
Melchi was the son of Addi. Addi was the
son of Cosam. Cosam was the son of Elmadam. Elmadam was the son of Er. 29 Er
was the son of Joshua. Joshua was the son
of Eliezer. Eliezer was the son of Jorim.
Jorim was the son of Matthat. Matthat was
the son of Levi. 30 Levi was the son of
Simeon. Simeon was the son of Judah. Judah was the son of Joseph. Joseph was the
son of Jonam. Jonam was the son of Eliakim. 31 Eliakim was the son of Melea. Melea was the son of Menna. Menna was the
son of Mattatha. Mattatha was the son of
Nathan. Nathan was the son of David. 32
David was the son of Jesse. Jesse was the
son of Obed. Obed was the son of Boaz.
Boaz was the son of Salmon. Salmon was
33
Nahshon was
the son of Nahshon.
the son of Amminadab. Amminadab was
the son of Admin. Admin was the son of
Arni. Arni was the son of Hezron. Hezron
was the son of Perez. Perez was the son
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of Judah. 34 Judah was the son of Jacob.
Jacob was the son of Isaac. Isaac was
the son of Abraham. Abraham was the
son of Terah. Terah was the son of Nahor. 35 Nahor was the son of Serug. Serug
was the son of Reu. Reu was the son of
Peleg. Peleg was the son of Eber. Eber
36
was the son of Shelah.
Shelah was
the son of Cainan. Cainan was the son of
Arphaxad. Arphaxad was the son of Shem.
Shem was the son of Noah. Noah was the
son of Lamech. 37 Lamech was the son of
Methuselah. Methuselah was the son of
Enoch. Enoch was the son of Jared. Jared
was the son of Mahalalel. Mahalalel was
the son of Cainan. 38 Cainan was the son
of Enos. Enos was the son of Seth. Seth
was the son of Adam. Adam was the son
of God, the man God created.

Chapter 4
1

Then Jesus, ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit,
left the Jordan River, and the Holy Spirit
led him into the wilderness. 2 The Holy
Spirit led him around in the wilderness
for forty days. While he was there, the
devil kept tempting him. During the entire time Jesus was in the wilderness he
did not eat anything, so when the forty
days were over, he was very hungry. 3
Then the devil said to Jesus, “If you really
are the Son of God, command these stones
to become bread for you to eat!” 4 Jesus
replied, “No, I will not do that, because it
is written in the scriptures, ‘People need
more than just food in order to live.’ ” 5
Then the devil took Jesus up to the top of a
high mountain and showed him in an instant all the nations in the world. 6 Then
he said to Jesus, ”I will give you the right to
rule all these nations and you will possess
all their splendor and wealth. God has permitted me to control them all, and so I can
do whatever I want to do with them. 7

So if you worship me, I will let you rule
them all!” 8 But Jesus replied, “No, I will
not worship you, because it is written in
the scriptures, ‘You must only worship the
Lord, your God. He is the only one you
may serve!’ ”
9

Then the devil took Jesus to Jerusalem.
He set him on the highest part of the temple and said to him, ”If you really are the
Son of God, jump down from here. 10 You
will not be hurt, because it is written in the
scriptures,
‘God will command his angels to protect
you.’ 11 And it also says,
‘They will lift you up in their hands
when you are falling, so that you will not
get hurt. You will not even strike your foot
on a stone.’” 12 But Jesus replied, “No, I
will not do that, because it is written in
the scriptures: ‘Do not try to test the Lord
your God’.”
13

Then, after the devil had ﬁnished trying
to tempt Jesus in many ways, he left him
until a later time.
14

After this, Jesus left the wilderness
and returned to the district of Galilee.
The Holy Spirit was empowering him.
Throughout that region, people heard
about Jesus and told others about him. 15
He taught people in their synagogues and
they all spoke highly of him because of his
teaching.
16

Then Jesus went to Nazareth, the town
where he grew up. On the Sabbath he
went to the synagogue, as he usually did.
He stood up to read aloud something from
the scriptures. 17 A synagogue attendant
handed him a scroll containing the words
that the prophet Isaiah had written long
ago. Jesus unrolled the scroll and found
the place where these words were written:
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He has appointed me to declare God’s shoved him out of the city. They took him
good news to people who are poor.
to the top of the hill outside their city in
order to throw him off the cliff and kill
He has sent me here to proclaim that
him. 30 But he simply walked through
the captives will go free,
their midst and went away.
And will tell those who are blind that 31
One day he went down to Capernaum, a
they will see again.
city in the district of Galilee. On the next
I will free people who have been op- Sabbath, he taught the people in the synagogue. 32 They were continually amazed
pressed.
at what he was teaching, because he spoke
19
He sent me here to declare that now is
with conﬁdence. 33 That day, there was a
the time when the Lord will act favorably
man in the synagogue who was controlled
toward people.”
by an evil spirit. The man shouted very
34
20
Then he rolled up the scroll and gave it loudly, “Ha! Jesus, from Nazareth! Evil
back to the attendant, and sat down. Ev- spirits have nothing to do with you! Have
eryone in the synagogue was looking in- you come to destroy us all? I know who
tently at him. 21 He said to them, “To- you are. You are the Holy One from God!”
35
Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, saying, “Be
day this scripture passage was fulﬁlled as
22
Everyone there heard quiet and come out of him!” The demon
you heard it.”
what he said and marveled at him, and threw the man down on the ground in
they were amazed at how well he spoke. the midst of the people and came out of
36
All the peoBut some of them said, “This man is only him without harming him.
23
ple
in
the
synagogue
were
very
amazed.
He said to them,
Joseph’s son, right?”
“Surely some of you will quote to me the They said to each other, “He speaks with
proverb that says, ‘Doctor, heal yourself!’ conﬁdence, and his words have so much
You will say, ‘Do here in your hometown power! Even evil spirits obey him and
the same kind of miracles that you did in come out of people when he commands
37
And in every place throughCapernaum!’ ” 24 Then he said, ”It is cer- them to!”
tainly true that the people in a prophet’s out the surrounding regions, people kept
own hometown do not accept his message. talking about what Jesus had done.
25
But think about this: There were many 38
Then Jesus left the synagogue and went
widows in Israel during the time when
to Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law
the prophet Elijah lived, when there was
was sick and had a high fever. Some peoa great famine throughout the country beple who were there asked Jesus to heal her.
cause there had been no rain for three and 39
So he bent over her and commanded the
half years. 26 But God did not send Elifever to leave her. Immediately she bejah to help any of those Israelite widows.
came well! She got up and served them
God sent him to the town of Zarephath
some food.
near the city of Sidon, to help a widow. 27
There were also many Israelite lepers in 40 When the sun was setting that day,
Israel during the time when the prophet many people brought to Jesus their
Elisha lived. But Elisha did not heal any friends or relatives who were sick with
of them. He healed only Naaman, a man various diseases. He put his hands on
from Syria.” 28 When all the people in them and healed all of them. 41 He also
the synagogue heard him say that, they was forcing evil spirits to come out of
were very angry. 29 So they all got up and many people. As the evil spirits left those
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people, they shouted to Jesus, “You are the
Son of God!” But he commanded those
evil spirits not to tell people about him,
because they knew that he was the Messiah.
42

The next morning Jesus went out to
an uninhabited place. Crowds of people
were looking for him and when they came
to where he was, they tried to keep him
from leaving them. 43 But he said to them,
“I must tell people in other cities also the
message about how God is going to rule everyone, because that is what I was sent to
do.” 44 So he kept preaching in the synagogues in various towns in the province
of Judea.

that they began to sink. 8 Seeing this, Simon Peter fell at the knees of Jesus and
said, “Please leave me, because I am a sinful man, Lord.” 9 He said this because he
marveled at the huge number of ﬁsh that
they had caught. All the men who were
with him also marveled, including James
and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were
two of Simon’s ﬁshing partners. 10 But Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid! Until
now you gathered in ﬁsh, but from now
on you will gather in people to become
my disciples.” 11 So after the men brought
the boats to the shore, they left their ﬁshing business and everything else and went
with Jesus.
12

Chapter 5
1

While Jesus was in one of the towns
nearby, there was a man there who was
covered with a skin disease called leprosy.
When he saw Jesus, he bowed down to
the ground in front of him and pleaded
with him, “Lord, please heal me, because
you are able to heal me if you are willing!” 13 Then Jesus reached out his hand
and touched the man. He said, “I am willing to heal you, and I heal you now!” Immediately the man was healed. He no
14
Then Jesus told
longer had leprosy!
him, “Make sure that you do not tell people about your healing immediately. First,
go to a priest in Jerusalem and show yourself to him so that he can examine you and
see that you no longer have leprosy. Also
take to the priest the offering that Moses
commanded that people who have been
healed from leprosy should offer.” 15 But
many people heard about how Jesus had
healed the man. The result was that large
crowds came to Jesus to hear him teach
and to have him heal them from their sicknesses. 16 But he often would go away
from them to isolated areas and pray.

One day, while many people were crowding around Jesus and listening to him
teach God’s message, he was standing
next to Lake Gennesaret. 2 He saw two
ﬁshing boats there at the edge of the lake.
The ﬁshermen had left the boats and were
washing their ﬁshing nets. 3 Jesus stepped
into one of the two boats. (This boat belonged to Simon.) Jesus asked Simon to
push the boat out a short distance from
the shore. Jesus sat in the boat and continued to teach the crowds from there. 4
After he ﬁnished teaching them, he said to
Simon, “Take the boat out to deeper water
and let your nets down into the water to
catch some ﬁsh.” 5 Simon replied, “Master,
we worked hard through the whole night,
and yet we did not catch any ﬁsh. But I
will let down the nets again, because you
told me to.” 6 So Simon and his men let
down their nets and they caught so many
ﬁsh that their nets began to break. 7 They
motioned to their ﬁshing partners in the 17 One day when Jesus was teaching, some
other boat to come and help them. So they men from the Pharisee sect were sitcame and ﬁlled both boats so full with ﬁsh ting nearby. Some of them were expert
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teachers of the Jewish laws. They had
come from many villages in the district
of Galilee and also from Jerusalem and
other cities in the province of Judea. At
that same time, the Lord was giving Je18
sus power to heal people.
While Jesus was there, several men brought to him
a man who was paralyzed. They were
carrying the man on a sleeping pad and
tried to bring him into the house to lay
him down in front of Jesus. 19 But they
were not able to bring him in because
there was such a large crowd of people
in the house, so they went up the outside
steps onto the roof. Then they removed
some of the tiles from the roof to make
an opening. They lowered the man on his
sleeping pad through the opening into the
middle of the crowd and put him down
20
right in front of Jesus.
When Jesus
perceived that they believed that he could
heal the man, he said to him, “Friend, I
forgive your sins!” 21 The men who were
expert teachers of the Jewish laws and
the rest of the Pharisees began to think
to themselves, “This man is proud and insults God by saying that! We all know that
nobody except God can forgive sins!” 22
Jesus knew what they were thinking. So
he said to them, ”You should not question within yourselves about what I said!
Consider this: 23 It is easy to say, ‘Your
sins are forgiven’ because no one can see
whether or not the person was really forgiven. But it is not easy to say ‘Get up
and walk’ because people can immediately see whether or not he was healed.
24
So I will heal this man so that you will
know that God has also given to me, the
Son of Man, permission to forgive people
on earth their sins.” Then he said to the
man who was paralyzed, “To you I say,
get up, pick up your sleeping pad, and go
25
Immediately the man was
home!”
healed! He got up in front of them all. He
picked up the sleeping pad on which he

had been lying, and he went home, praising God. 26 All the people there were astonished! They praised God and were overcome with amazement at what they saw
Jesus do. They kept saying, “We have seen
wonderful things today!”
27

Then Jesus left that place and saw a man
named Levi who collected taxes for the Roman government. He was sitting in the
booth where the people came to pay him
the taxes that the government required.
Jesus said to him, “Come with me and become my disciple!” 28 So Levi left his work
and went with Jesus.
29

Later on, Levi prepared a big feast in
his own house for Jesus and his disciples.
There was a large group of tax collectors
and others eating together with them. 30
Some men who belonged to the Pharisee
sect, including those of them who taught
Jewish laws, complained to Jesus’ disciples, saying, ”You should not be eating
with tax collectors and other terrible sinners. 31 Then Jesus said to them, ”It is people who are sick who know they need a
doctor, not those who think they are well.
32
Similarly, I did not come from heaven to
invite those who think they are righteous
to come to me. On the contrary, I came to
invite those who know that they are sinners, to turn from their sinful behavior
and come to me.”
33

Those Jewish leaders said to Jesus, “The
disciples of John the Baptizer often abstain from food and pray, and the disciples of the Pharisees do that, too. But
your disciples keep on eating and drinking! Why do they not fast like the others?” 34 Jesus answered, You do not tell
the friends of the bridegroom to fast while
he is still with them, do you? No, no one
would do that! 35 But some day the bridegroom will be taken away from his friends.
Then, at that time, they will abstain from
food.”
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36

Then Jesus gave other examples to explain what he meant: He said, ”People
never tear a piece of cloth from a new
garment and attach it to an old garment
to mend it. If they did that, they would
ruin the new garment by tearing it and
the new piece of cloth would not match
37
the old garment.
And no one puts
newly squeezed wine into old skin bags
to store it. If anyone did that, the skin
bags would tear open because they would
not stretch when the new wine fermented
and expanded. Then the skin bags would
be ruined, and the wine would also be ruined because it would spill out. 38 On the
contrary, new wine must be put into new
skin bags.
39

Furthermore, those who have drunk
only old wine are content with that. They
do not want to drink the new wine, because they say, ‘The old wine is good!’”

Chapter 6
1

One Sabbath day, as Jesus and his disciples were walking through some grain
ﬁelds, the disciples were picking some
heads of grain. They rubbed them in
their hands to separate the grains from
the husks, and ate the grain. 2 Some Pharisees who were watching this said to them,
“You should not be doing work; our laws
forbid us to do work on the Sabbath day!”
3
Jesus replied to the Pharisees, ”Certainly
you have read what is written in the scriptures about what David did (before he was
king), when he and the men with him
were hungry! 4 As you know, David entered the tabernacle and asked for some
food. The priest gave him the bread that
had been on display before God. In one
of Moses’ laws God had said that only the
priests were permitted to eat that bread.
But even though David and his men were

not priests, he ate some of the bread, and
also gave some to the men who were with
him!” 5 Jesus also said to them, “In the
same way, the Son of Man has the authority to determine what is right for people to
do on the Sabbath!”
6

On another Sabbath day, Jesus was teaching the people in the synagogue and a man
was there whose right hand was withered.
7
The men who taught the Jewish laws and
the Pharisees who were there were watching Jesus closely. They wanted to see if he
would heal the man, and then they would
accuse him of disobeying their laws about
not working on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus
knew what they were thinking. So he said
to the man with the withered hand, “Come
and stand here in front of everyone!” So
the man got up and stood there. 9 Then
Jesus said to them, “I ask you this: Do the
laws that God gave Moses command people to do good on the Sabbath, or to do
harm? To save a life on the Sabbath, or destroy it?” 10 No one answered him, so he
looked around at them all and then said
to the man, “Stretch out your withered
hand!” The man did that, and his hand became completely well again! 11 But the religious leaders were very angry, and they
discussed with one another about what
they could do to get rid of Jesus.
12

One day, some time after that, Jesus
went up into the hills to pray. He prayed
to God all night there. 13 The next day
he summoned all his disciples to come
near him. From them he chose twelve
14
men whom he also called apostles.
These men were: Simon, to whom he gave
the new name, Peter; Andrew, Peter’s
younger brother; James and his younger
brother, John; Philip; Bartholomew; 15
Matthew, whose other name was Levi;
Thomas; another James, the son of Alphaeus; Simon the Zealot, 16 Judas, the son
of a different man named James; and Ju-
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das Iscariot, who later betrayed Jesus.
17

tening to what I say: Love your enemies,
not only your friends! Do good things for
those who hate you! 28 Ask God to bless
those who curse you! Pray for those who
29
treat you badly!
If someone insults
you by striking you on one of your cheeks,
turn your face so that he can strike the
other cheek also. If someone wants to take
away your coat, let him also have your
shirt. 30 Give something to everyone who
asks you. If someone asks you to give him
things that belong to you, do not ask him
to return them. 31 In whatever way you
want others to act toward you, that is the
way that you should act toward them.

Jesus came down from the hills with his
disciples and stood on a level area. There
was a great crowd of his disciples there.
There was also a large group of people
who had come from Jerusalem and from
many other places in the region of Judea,
and from the coastal areas near the cities
of Tyre and Sidon. 18 They came to hear
Jesus teach them and to be healed from
their diseases. He also healed those whom
evil spirits had troubled. 19 Everyone in
the crowd tried to touch him, because he
was healing everyone by his power. 20
Then he looked at his disciples and said,
”It is very good for you who are poor, be- 32 If you love only those who love you,
cause God is ruling you. 21 It is very good do not expect God to praise you for doing
for you who are hungry now, because God that, because even sinners love those who
will give you everything you need.
love them. 33 If you do good things only
It is very good for you who are grieving for those who do good things for you, do
now, because God will someday make you not expect God to reward you for doing
that, because even sinners do that. 34 If
laugh with joy.
you lend money or property only to those
22
It is very good when other people hate
who will give it back to you, do not exyou, when they reject you, when they inpect that God will reward you for doing
sult you and say that you are evil because
that! Even sinners lend to other sinners,
you follow me, the Son of Man. 23 When
because they expect them to pay everythat happens, rejoice! Jump up and down
thing back. 35 Instead, love your enemies!
because you are so happy! God will give
Do good things for them! Lend to them,
you a great reward in heaven! Do not forand do not expect them to pay anything
get that their ancestors did similar things
back! Then God will give you a great reto God’s prophets long ago!
ward. And you will be children of God
24
But how sad for you who are rich; your the Most High, since God is kind even to
riches have already given you all the com- people who are unthankful and wicked. 36
fort you will get. 25 How sad for you So you should act mercifully toward other
who think that you have everything that people, just like your Father in heaven
you need now; you will realize that these acts mercifully toward people.
things will not satisfy you.
37
Do not harshly criticize people, and
How sad for you who are joyful now; later
then God will not harshly criticize you. Do
you will grieve and be very sad. 26 How
not condemn other people, and then he
sad it is when everyone says good things
will not condemn you. Forgive others for
about you. In the same way, their ancesthe evil things that they have done, and
tors used to say good things about men
then God will forgive you. 38 Give good
who falsely claimed to be God’s prophets.
things to others, and then God will give
27
”But I say this to each of you who are lis- good things to you. It will be like he is giv-
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ing you a generous amount of grain, pressing it down in a basket and shaking the
basket to make sure it is completely full,
to the point that some of the grain even
spills over the sides! Remember that the
standard you use to judge or bless others
will be the standard God uses to judge or
bless you!”
39

He also gave his disciples this parable:
”A blind man should not try to lead another blind man. If he did, they both
would fall into a hole! 40 A disciple is not
greater than his teacher. But when he
is fully trained, he will become like his
teacher. So you should become like me.

teachings, and obey them. 48 They are
like a man who dug deep into the ground
to prepare to build his house. He made
sure that the foundation for the house
was built on solid rock. Then there was
a ﬂood and a torrent of water was beating against the house. But the torrent
could not even shake the house, because
the house was built on a solid foundation.
49
But some people who hear my teachings
do not obey them. They are like a man
who built a house on top of the ground
without building a foundation. When the
river ﬂooded, the house collapsed immediately and was completely ruined.”

41

None of you should be concerned about
someone else’s small faults. That is like
noticing a speck of straw in that person’s
eye while not noticing a huge wooden
plank in your own eye. 42 If you do that,
you are a hypocrite! You should ﬁrst remove the plank out of your own eye before trying to get the speck out of someone else’s eye. When you have stopped
sinning, then you will have the spiritual
insight to help others get rid of their sins.
43

Everyone knows that healthy trees do
not produce bad fruit and unhealthy trees
do not produce good fruit. 44 And anyone
can tell what kind of tree it is by looking
at the kind of fruit it has. For example,
a thornbush does not produce ﬁgs and a
bramble bush does not produce grapes. In
the same way it is easy to know what a
person is like inside by looking at what
that person does. 45 Good people do good
things which show that they think good
thoughts, and evil people do evil things
which show that they think evil thoughts.
People will speak and act according to
what they think about in their minds.”
46

Jesus said to the people, ”Why do you
call me ‘Lord’ when you do not even obey
what I say to do? 47 Let me tell you what
people are like who come to me, hear my

Chapter 7
1

After Jesus ﬁnished speaking to the people, he went to the town of Capernaum.
2
In that town there was a centurion in
the Roman army who had a slave that was
dear to him. This slave was so sick that
he was about to die. 3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to Jesus to ask him to come and
heal his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they earnestly asked him to help the
centurion’s slave. They said, ”He deserves
that you do this for him, 5 because he loves
our people and he built our synagogue for
us.” 6 So Jesus went with them to the ofﬁcer’s house. When he was almost there,
the oﬃcer sent some friends to give this
message to Jesus: ”Lord, do not trouble
yourself any further, since I am not worthy that you should come into my house. 7
That is why I do not think that I am worthy
to come to you myself. But you can heal
my slave if you say just one word. 8 I know
that you can do this because I am a man
who must obey the orders of my superiors,
and I also have soldiers who must obey
my orders. When I say to one of them,
‘Go!’, he goes, and when I say to another,
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‘Come!’, he comes. When I say to my slave,
‘Do this!’, he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard
what the oﬃcer had said, he was amazed
at him. Then he turned to the crowd that
was with him and said, “I tell you, I have
not found any Israelite who trusts me as
much as this Gentile does!” 10 When those
people who had come from the centurion
returned to his house, they found out that
the slave was in good health again.
11

Soon after that, Jesus traveled to the
town of Nain. His disciples and a large
crowd went with him. 12 As Jesus came
near to the town gate, he saw a large
crowd coming out of the town, carrying a
man who had just died. Now his mother
was a widow, and he was her only son.
She was with the crowd, and they were going to bury her son. 13 When the Lord saw
her, he had compassion for her and said to
her, “Do not cry!” 14 Then he came close to
them and touched the stretcher on which
the body was lying. The men carrying it
stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to
you, get up!” 15 The man sat up and began to talk! Then Jesus led him back to his
mother. 16 Everyone there was overcome
with awe. They praised God and said to
each other, “A great prophet has come
among us!” and “God has come to care for
his people!” 17 Then this news about what
Jesus had done spread throughout the region of Judea and all the other nearby areas.

healing many people from sicknesses and
serious diseases, and from evil spirits. He
also healed many blind people so that they
were able to see. 22 So he answered those
two men, ”Go back and report to John
what you have seen and heard: People
who were blind are now seeing. People
who were lame are now walking. People
who had skin diseases are being healed.
People who were deaf can now hear. People who were dead are being made to live
again and good news is being proclaimed
to the poor. 23 And also tell him, “God
will bless anyone who sees what I do and
hears what I teach and does not turn away
from me.”
24

When the men whom John had sent left,
Jesus began to talk to the crowd of people about John. He said, ”What did you go
into the wilderness to see? A thin stalk of
a plant shaken by the wind? 25 But what
did you go out to see? A man in fancy
clothing? Look, those who wear splendid
clothes and who have the best of everything live in kings’ palaces. 26 Then what
did you go out there to see? A prophet?
Yes! But I tell you that John is more important than an ordinary prophet. 27 He is
the one about whom the prophets wrote
long ago: ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you. He will prepare people
for your coming.’
28

I tell you that of all the people who
ever lived, there is no one greater than
John. Yet the most insigniﬁcant people
18-19
The disciples of John the Baptizer told who will live with God where he dwells
him about all these things. So John called will be greater than John.”
for two of his disciples and told them to 29
When all the people who had been
go to the Lord and ask him: “Are you the
baptized by John heard what Jesus said—
one whom God promised would come, or
including the tax collectors—they agreed
should we be expecting someone else?” 20
that God was just. 30 But the Pharisees
When those two men came to Jesus, they
and the experts in the Jewish laws had not
said, “John the Baptizer sent us to ask
been baptized by John and they rejected
you, ‘Are you the one whom God promised
God’s will for them.
would come, or should we expect someone else?’ ” 21 At that same time Jesus was 31 Then Jesus also said, ”What are you peo-
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ple living in this time period like? I will
tell you: 32 You are like children playing
games in an open area. They call out to
each other, saying, “We played happy music for you on the ﬂute, but you did not
dance! Then we sang sad funeral songs
33
for you, but you did not cry!”
Similarly, when John came to you and did not
eat ordinary food or drink wine, you rejected him and said, ‘A demon is controlling him!’ 34 But when the Son of Man
came to you and he ate ordinary food and
drank wine as others do, then you rejected
him and said, ‘Look! This man eats too
much food and drinks too much wine, and
he associates with tax collectors and other
sinners!’ 35 But God’s wisdom is proved
right by those who follow it.
36

One day a certain Pharisee named Simon invited Jesus to eat a meal with him.
So Jesus went to the man’s house and reclined at a table to eat. 37 There was also
a woman in that city whom many people knew had been a prostitute. When
she heard that Jesus was eating in the
Pharisee’s house, she went there, taking
a stone jar that contained perfume. 38
As Jesus was reclining to eat, the woman
stood behind him at his feet. She was
crying, and her tears fell on Jesus’ feet.
She continually wiped his feet with her
hair, and kept kissing them and anointing them with the perfume. 39 When the
Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw what
the woman was doing, he thought, “If this
man were really a prophet, he would have
known who this woman is who is touching him, and what kind of person she is,
that she is a sinner. ” 40 In response, Jesus
said to him, “Simon, there is something I
want to tell you.” He replied, “Teacher,
what is it?” 41 Jesus told him this story:
”Two people owed money to a man who
had a business lending money to people.
One of these people owed him ﬁve hundred silver coins, and the other one owed

him ﬁfty silver coins. 42 Neither of them
was able to pay back what he owed, so
the man very kindly said that they did not
have to pay back anything. So, which of
those two men will love that man more?”
43
Simon replied, “I assume that the one
who had owed him the most money will
love him more.” Jesus said to him, “You
are correct.” 44 Then he turned toward
the woman and said to Simon, ”Think
about what this woman has done! When
I entered your house, you did not do what
hosts usually do to welcome their guests.
You did not give me any water to wash
my feet, but this woman has washed my
feet with her tears and then wiped them
with her hair! 45 You did not greet me
with a kiss, but from the moment I came
in she has not stopped kissing my feet!
46
You did not anoint my head with olive
oil, but she has anointed my feet with fragrant perfume. 47 So I tell you that she
has been forgiven for her many sins and
that is why she loves me very much. But a
person who thinks he has only a few sins,
and has been forgiven, will love me only
a little bit.” 48 Then he said to the woman,
“You have been forgiven for your sins.” 49
Then those who were eating with him said
among themselves, “Who is this man who
says that he can forgive sins?” 50 But Jesus
said to the woman, “Because you have believed in me, God has saved you. May God
give you peace as you go!”

Chapter 8
1

After that, Jesus and his twelve disciples
traveled around through various cities
and villages. As they went, Jesus preached
to people, proclaiming the good news that
God would soon reveal himself as king.
2
Also traveling with them were several
women whom he had healed from evil
spirits and sicknesses. These included
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Mary from the village of Magdala, out of
whom he had forced seven evil spirits; 3
Joanna the wife of Chuza, who was one of
King Herod Antipas’ managers; Susanna;
and many others. They were providing
some of their own funds to support Jesus
and his disciples.
4

One day a very large crowd was gathering, because people were traveling to see
Jesus from many different towns. Then he
told them this story: 5 ”A man went out to
his ﬁeld to plant some grain seeds. As he
was scattering them over the soil, some of
the seeds fell on the hard pathway. Then
people walked on those seeds, and birds
ate them. 6 Some of the seeds fell on rocky
ground which had very little soil. Therefore, as soon as the seeds grew, the plants
dried up because there was no moisture.
7
Some of the seeds fell on ground that contained seeds of thorn plants. The thorn
plants grew up together with the young
grain plants and crowded them out so that
they could not grow. 8 But some of the
grain seeds fell on fertile soil, and grew so
well that they produced a crop that had a
hundred times as many seeds.” After saying these things, Jesus called out to them,
“All of you should think carefully about
what you just heard me say!”
9

Then Jesus’ disciples asked him to tell
them the meaning of the story. 10 And he
said, ”To you has been granted the privilege of knowing the hidden things about
how God will rule as king. But I speak to
everyone else only in parables, so that,

As a result, they do not believe it and are
not saved. 13 The seeds that fell on the
rocky ground show what happens when
people hear God’s word and receive it joyfully, but they do not have deep roots.
As a result, they only believe for a short
time. As soon as diﬃcult things happen
to them, they stop believing God’s word.
14
The seeds that fell among the thorny
plants show what happens when people
hear God’s word, but then as they go on in
life they allow such things as the worries,
riches and pleasures of this life to crowd
out God’s word from their life. As a result, they do not become spiritually mature. 15 But the seeds that fell on the fertile ground show what happens when people hear God’s word and receive it with
an honorable and upright heart. They persevere in believing and obeying the word,
and so they produce good spiritual fruit.
16

After lighting a lamp, people do not
cover it with a basket or put it under a bed.
Instead, they put it on a lampstand, so that
everyone who enters the room can see by
its light. 17 This illustrates that everything
that is hidden now will someday be made
visible. And everything that is secret now
will someday be brought out into the open.
18
So make sure that you are listening carefully to what I tell you, because God will
enable those who believe his truth to understand even more. But God will cause
those who do not believe his truth to not
understand even the little that they think
they have understood.”

‘Although they see, they may not per- 19
One day Jesus’ mother and brothers
ceive, and although they hear, they may
came to see him, but they could not get
not understand.’
near to him because there was such a
11
Now, this is what the story means: The large crowd around him in the house
seeds represent God’s word. 12 The seeds where he was. 20 Then someone told
that fell on the pathway show what hap- him, “Your mother and your brothers
pens when people hear God’s word, but have been standing outside, wanting to
afterwards the devil comes and takes that see you.” 21 But he replied to them, “Those
word away from their minds and hearts. who hear God’s word and obey it are as
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dear to me as my mother and my broth- Then the man would break the chains and
ers.”
the demon would make him go out into deserted places. 30 Then Jesus asked him,
22
On another day Jesus got into a boat
“What is your name?” He replied, “My
with his disciples. He said to them, “I
name is Thousands.” He said that because
would like us to go across to the other side
many demons had entered that man. 31
of the lake.” So they started to sail across
The demons kept begging Jesus not to comthe lake. 23 But as they were sailing, Jesus
mand them to go into the deep pit where
fell asleep. Then a powerful windstorm
32
God punishes demons.
There was
came down on the lake. Soon the boat was
a large herd of pigs grazing on the hillﬁlling with water, and they were in danside nearby. The demons begged Jesus to
24
So Jesus’ disciples came to him
ger.
allow them to enter the pigs, and he aland woke him up. They said to him, “Maslowed them. 33 So the demons left the man
ter! Master! We are going to die!” He
and entered the pigs, and the herd of pigs
then woke up and commanded the wind
rushed down the steep bank into the lake
and the violent waves to be still and they
and drowned.
became still. Everything became calm. 25
Then he said to them, “Why is your faith
so weak?” The disciples were alarmed 34 When the men who were taking care
and amazed because of what had just hap- of the pigs saw what happened, they ran
pened. They kept saying to one another, away! They reported what they had seen
“Who is this, that he is able to command to people in the town and in the countryeven the winds and the water, and they side. 35 Then the people went out to see
obey him?”
what had happened. When they came to
where Jesus was, they saw that the man
26
Jesus and his disciples continued sailfrom whom the demons had gone out was
ing and came to the region where the
sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening to him.
Gerasene people lived, on the opposite
They saw that he had clothes on, and that
side of the lake from the district of Galilee.
his mind was normal again, and they be27
After Jesus stepped out of the boat onto
came afraid. 36 The men who had seen
the land, he was met by a certain man
what had happened told the people who
from the town in that area. This man had
had just arrived how Jesus had healed the
demons in him. For a long time this man
man who had been controlled by demons.
had not worn clothes and did not live in 37
Then many people from the surrounda house. Instead, he lived in the burial
ing region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to
caves.
leave their area because they were very
28
When he saw Jesus, the man cried out, afraid. So Jesus and the disciples got into
38
lay facedown before him, and said with the boat to go back across the lake.
a loud voice, “What do you want with Before they left, the man from whom the
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I demons had gone out begged Jesus saying,
beg you, do not torment me!” 29 The “Please, let me go with you!” But instead,
man said this because Jesus had just com- Jesus sent him away by saying to him, 39
manded the evil spirit to come out of “No, go back to your house and tell people
him. Although the man had been bound how much God has done for you!” So the
with chains on his wrists and ankles while man went away and told people throughpeople guarded him, many times the evil out the town how much Jesus had done for
spirit would suddenly seize him by force. him.
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40

Then Jesus and the disciples went back
across the lake to Capernaum. A crowd
of people was waiting for him there, and
they welcomed him. 41 Just then a man
named Jairus, who was one of the leaders
of the synagogue there, came near to Jesus and he lay facedown before him. He
pleaded with Jesus to come to his house
42
because his only daughter, who was
about twelve years old, was dying and he
wanted Jesus to heal her.
But as Jesus went, many people were
43
crowding around him.
Now in the
crowd there was a woman who had been
suffering for twelve years from a disease
that caused continual bleeding. She had
spent all her money to pay doctors to
help her, but none of them was able to
heal her. 44 She came behind Jesus and
touched the edge of his robe. At once her
45
Jesus said, “Who
bleeding stopped.
touched me?” As everyone around Jesus was saying they had not touched him,
Peter said, “Master, there are many people crowding around you and pressing up
against you, so any one of them might
have touched you!” 46 But Jesus said, “I
know that someone deliberately touched
me, because power has gone out of me
47
And when the
to heal that person.”
woman realized that she could not hide,
she came trembling to him and she lay
facedown on the ground before him. As
the other people were listening, she told
Jesus why she had touched him and that
she had been healed immediately. 48 And
Jesus said to her, “My dear woman, because you believed that I could heal you,
you are now well. Now go on your way,
and may God’s peace be with you.”
49

While he was still speaking to her, a
man from Jairus’ house came and said to
Jairus, “Your daughter has died. So do not
bother the teacher anymore!” 50 But when
Jesus heard that, he said to Jairus, “Do not

be afraid. Just believe in me and she will
live again.” 51 When he arrived outside
the house, Jesus did not allow anyone to
go in the house with him, except for Peter,
John and James, and the girl’s mother and
father. 52 And all the people there were
crying loudly to show that they were very
sad because the girl had died. But Jesus
said to them, “Stop crying! She is not dead!
She is just sleeping!” 53 And the people
laughed at him, because they knew that
the girl was dead. 54 But Jesus took hold of
her hand and called to her, saying, “Child,
get up!” 55 And immediately her spirit returned to her body and she got up. Jesus
told them to give her something to eat. 56
And her parents were amazed, but Jesus
told them not to tell anyone else yet what
had happened.

Chapter 9
1

Then Jesus called together his twelve disciples and gave them the right and power
to drive out all kinds of demons and to
heal people’s diseases. 2 He sent them out
to heal people and to teach them about
how God was going to show himself as
king. 3 Before they left, he said to them,
”Do not take anything with you for your
journey. Do not take a walking stick or
a traveler’s bag or food or money. Do
not even take an extra tunic. 4 Whatever
house you enter, stay in that house un5
In any town
til you leave that area.
where the people do not welcome you,
you should not continue to stay there. As
you leave that town, shake off the dust
from your feet. Do that as a warning
against them for rejecting you.” 6 Then
Jesus’ disciples left and traveled through
many villages. Everywhere they went,
they talked to people about the good news
from God and healed sick people.
7
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Galilee, heard about everything that was
happening. He was perplexed, because
some people were saying that John the
Baptizer had become alive again. 8 Other
people were saying that the prophet Elijah had appeared again, and still others
were saying that one of the other prophets
from long ago had become alive again.
9
But Herod said, “It cannot be John because I had his head cut off. So who is
this man that I am hearing these things
about?” And he kept looking for a way to
see Jesus.

17

They all ate and everyone had enough
to eat. Then the disciples collected the leftover pieces of food, which ﬁlled twelve
baskets!
18

10

When the apostles returned from their
trip, they told Jesus everything that they
had done. Then he took them aside to
go by themselves with him to the town
of Bethsaida. 11 But when the crowds
heard about where Jesus had gone, they
followed him there. He welcomed them
and spoke to them about how God was
soon going to show himself as king, and he
healed those who needed to be healed.

One day while Jesus was praying in private, his disciples came to him and he
asked them, “Who do the crowds say that
I am?” 19 They replied, “Some people say
that you are John the Baptizer, but others say that you are the prophet Elijah,
and still others say that you are one of
the other prophets from long ago who has
20
come back to life again.”
He asked
them, “What about you? Who do you say
that I am?” Peter replied, “You are the
Messiah, who has come from God.” 21
Then Jesus warned them strongly to not
tell that to anyone yet. 22 Then he said, “I,
the Son of Man, must suffer many things: I
will be rejected by the elders, chief priests
and teachers of the Jewish laws and then I
will be killed. Then, on the third day after
that, I will come back to life again.”

12

23

Now it was getting late in the day, so
the twelve disciples came to him and said,
“Please send this large crowd of people
away so that they can go to the surrounding villages and farms to get some food
and ﬁnd places to stay, since we are out
here in this isolated place.” 13 But he said
to them, “You must give them something
to eat!” They replied, “All we have are ﬁve
small loaves of bread and two small ﬁsh.
We could never go buy enough food for all
these people!” 14 They said this because
there were about ﬁve thousand men there.
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “Tell the
people to sit down in groups, with about
ﬁfty people in each group.” 15 So the disciples did that and the people all sat down.
16
Then he took the ﬁve bread loaves and
the two ﬁsh. He looked up toward heaven
and praised God for them. Then he tore
them into pieces and gave them to the disciples for them to distribute to the people.

Then he said to them all, ”If any one of
you wants to follow me as my disciple, you
must not do only what you desire to do.
Rather, every day you must be willing to
suffer, even to the point of giving up your
life. 24 You must do that, because those
who try to save their own lives for themselves will lose them eternally, but those
who give up their lives because of being
my disciples will save their lives eternally.
25
How does it beneﬁt you if you gain everything in this world but then end up
losing, or even giving up, your own self?
26
As for people who reject my message
and refuse to say that they belong to me,
I, the Son of Man will also refuse to say
that they belong to me when I come back
in my glory and in the glory of the Father
and of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you this
fact: Some of you standing here now will
not die until you see God show himself as
king!”
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28

About eight days after Jesus said those
words, he took with him Peter, John and
James, and went up onto a mountain to
pray there. 29 While he was praying, the
appearance of his face became very different and his clothes became dazzling white
30
and began to shine brightly.
Suddenly, two prophets from long ago were
there talking with Jesus; they were Moses
and Elijah. 31 They appeared surrounded
in glory, and spoke with Jesus about his
departure, which would soon be accom32
plished in Jerusalem.
Peter and the
other disciples who were with him were
very sleepy. When they woke up, they
saw Jesus’ glory; they also saw the two
men standing with him. 33 As Moses and
Elijah were starting to leave Jesus, Peter
said to him, “Master, it is good for us to
be here! We should make three shelters,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah!” But he really did not realize what
he was saying. 34 As he was saying these
things, a cloud formed and covered them.
The disciples were afraid as the cloud surrounded them. 35 God’s voice spoke to
them from the cloud, saying, “This is my
Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him!”
36
When the voice had ﬁnished speaking,
the three disciples saw that only Jesus was
there. They were silent and for a long time
they did not tell anyone what they had
seen.
37

The next day, when they had come
down from the mountain, a large crowd
of people met Jesus. 38 Suddenly a man
from the crowd called out, ”Teacher, I
plead with you, do something to help my
son! He is my only child. 39 An evil
spirit suddenly seizes him and causes him
to scream. It shakes him violently and
causes him to foam at the mouth. It hardly
ever leaves my child and when it does, it
injures him severely. 40 I pleaded with
your disciples to command the evil spirit
to come out of him, but they were not able

to do it!” 41 In response, Jesus said, “This
generation of people does not believe and
so your thinking is corrupt! How much
longer must I be with you before you believe?” Then he said to the boy’s father,
“Bring your son here to me!” 42 While they
were bringing the boy to him, the demon
threw the boy down to the ground, and
shook him severely. But Jesus rebuked the
evil spirit and healed the boy. Then he returned him to his father. 43 Then all the
people there were completely amazed at
the great power of God.
While they were all still in wonderment at
all the miracles Jesus was doing, he said to
his disciples, 44 “Listen carefully to what I
am about to tell you: I, the Son of Man, will
soon be handed over to my enemies.” 45
But the disciples did not understand what
he meant by this. God prevented them
from understanding it, so that they would
not know yet what he meant, and they
were afraid to ask him about what he had
said.
46

Some time later, the disciples began to
argue among themselves about which one
of them would be the most important. 47
But Jesus knew what they were thinking,
so he brought a young child to stand beside him. 48 He said to them, “If someone
welcomes a little child like this because of
me, it is the same as welcoming me. And
if someone welcomes me, it is the same as
welcoming God, who sent me. Remember
that those among you who seem to be the
least important are the ones whom God
considers to be most important.”
49

John replied to Jesus, “Master, we saw
a man who was using your name to command demons to come out of people. So
we told him to stop doing that, because he
is not following you as part of our group.”
50
But Jesus said, “Do not stop him from
doing that! If someone is not doing something that is harmful to you, then what he
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is doing is helpful to you!”
51

When it was getting close to the day
when God would take him back up to
heaven, Jesus ﬁrmly resolved to go to
Jerusalem. 52 He sent some messengers to
go ahead of him, and they entered a village in the region of Samaria to prepare
for him to go there. 53 But the Samaritans
would not let Jesus come to their village
because he was on his way to Jerusalem.
54
When two of his disciples, James and
John, heard that, they said, “Lord, do you
want us to ask God to send ﬁre down from
heaven to destroy those people?” 55 But Jesus turned to them and sternly told them
they were wrong to say that. 56 So they
went to a different village.
57

As Jesus and the disciples were walking along the road, someone said to him,
“I will go with you wherever you go!” 58
Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes in the
ground to live in, and birds have nests, but
I, the Son of Man, do not have a home to
sleep in!” 59 Jesus told a different person,
“Follow me!” But that person said, “Lord,
let me ﬁrst go home and bury my father after he dies.” 60 But Jesus said to him, “Let
the dead bury their own dead; but you go
and tell people everywhere that God will
soon show himself as king!” 61 Someone
else said, “Lord, I will come with you and
be your disciple, but ﬁrst let me go home
to say goodbye to my people.” 62 Jesus said
to him, “Anyone who starts plowing his
ﬁeld and then looks behind him is not able
to serve God when he rules everything as
king.”

Chapter 10

where he intended to go. 2 He said to
them, ”The harvest is certainly plentiful,
but the workers are few. So pray to the
Lord of the harvest and plead with him
to send more workers to reap his harvest.
3
Go now, but remember that I am sending you out to tell my message to people
who will try to get rid of you. You will
be like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not
take along any money. Do not take a traveler’s bag. Do not take extra shoes. Do
not stop to greet people along the way. 5
Whenever you enter a house, ﬁrst say to
those people, ‘May God give peace to you
who are in this house!’ 6 If the people
who live there are desiring to have God’s
peace, they will experience the peace that
you are offering them. If the people who
live there are not desiring to have God’s
peace, the peace you have offered will return to you. 7 Stay in that same house until you leave that village. Do not move
around from one house to another. Eat
and drink whatever they provide for you,
because a worker deserves to receive pay8
Whenever you
ment for his work.
enter a town and the people there welcome you, eat whatever food they provide
for you. 9 Heal the people there who are
sick. Tell them, ‘God will soon rule everywhere as king.’ 10 But if you enter a town
whose people do not welcome you, go into
its main streets and say, 11 ‘As a warning against you, we will wipe off even the
dust that sticks to our feet as we are leaving your town. Yet be sure of this; God
will soon rule everything as king.’ 12 I
tell you that on the ﬁnal day when God
judges everyone, the people of that town
will be punished even more severely than
the wicked people who lived long ago in
the city of Sodom!

1

After that, the Lord Jesus appointed sev- 13 How terrible it will be for you people
enty other people to go preach. He pre- who live in the cities of Chorazin and Bethpared to send them out in pairs to go saida, because you refuse to repent! If
ahead of him to every town and village the miracles that I performed for you had
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been done in the ancient cities of Tyre
and Sidon, the wicked people who lived
there would long ago have shown that
they were sorry for their sins by sitting
on the ground wearing coarse cloth and
putting ashes on their heads. 14 So on
the ﬁnal day when God judges everyone,
he will punish you more severely than
the wicked people who lived in Tyre and
Sidon because you did not repent and believe in me even though you saw me do
miracles! 15 I also have something to say
to you people who live in the town of Capernaum. Do you think you will be honored up in heaven? On the contrary, you
will be brought down to the place of the
dead!”
16

Jesus also said to the disciples, “Whoever listens to your message is listening to
me, and whoever rejects your message is
rejecting me. And whoever rejects me is
rejecting God, the one who sent me.”
17

The seventy people whom Jesus appointed went and did as he told them to.
When they returned, they were very joyful. They said, “Lord, even the demons
obeyed us when by your authority we
commanded them to leave people!” 18
He replied, ”While you were away doing
that, I saw Satan fall from heaven as suddenly and quickly as lightning strikes! 19
Listen! I have given you the right to attack evil spirits. They will not hurt you.
I have given you the right to be stronger
than our enemy, Satan. Nothing will hurt
you at all. 20 But as you rejoice that evil
spirits obey you, you should rejoice even
more that your names have been written
in heaven.”
21

Right then, Jesus was ﬁlled with great
joy from the Holy Spirit. He said, “Father,
you are Lord over everything in heaven
and on earth. Some people think that they
are wise because they are well educated.
But I praise you that you have prevented

them from knowing these things. Instead,
you have revealed them to people who accept your truth as readily as little children
do. Yes, Father, you have done that because it pleased you to do so.” 22 Jesus also
said to the disciples, “God, my Father, has
given everything to me. Only my Father
really knows me, his Son. Furthermore,
only I, the Son, really know who the Father is—that is, only I and those people to
whom I choose to reveal him really know
him.”
23

Then when his disciples were alone
with him, he turned toward them and said,
”God has given you a great gift by letting
you see the things that I have done! 24
I want you to know that many prophets
and kings who lived long ago desired to
see the things that you are seeing me do,
but they could not, because those things
did not happen then. They longed to hear
the things that you have been hearing me
say, but I had not yet revealed those things
at that time.”
25

One day as Jesus was teaching people, a
certain teacher of Jewish laws was there.
He wanted to test Jesus by asking him a difﬁcult question. So he stood up and asked,
“Teacher, what must I do in order to live
with God forever?” 26 Jesus said to him,
“You have read what Moses has written in
the laws that God gave him. What do the
laws say?” 27 The man replied, “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your strength and
with all your mind. And love your neighbor as much as you love yourself.” 28 Jesus
replied, “You have answered correctly. If
you do all that, you will live with God forever.”
29

But the man wanted to ﬁnd a reason
to justify the way he treated other people. So he said to Jesus, “Which people are
my neighbors that I should love?” 30 Jesus replied, ”One day, a Jewish man was
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traveling along the road from Jerusalem
to Jericho. As he was traveling, some bandits attacked him. They took away most of
the man’s clothes and everything else that
he had, and they beat him until he was almost dead. Then they left him. 31 It happened that a Jewish priest was going along
that road. When he saw that man, instead
of helping him, he passed by on the other
side of the road. 32 Similarly, a Levite,
who worked in God’s temple, came to that
place and saw the man. But he also passed
by on the other side of the road. 33 Then
a man from the region of Samaria came
along that road to where the man was lying. When he saw that man, he pitied him.
34
He went close to him and put some olive
oil and wine on the wounds to help heal
them. He wrapped strips of cloth around
the wounds. Then he placed the man on
his own donkey and took him to an inn
and took care of him. 35 The next morning
he gave two silver coins to the innkeeper
and said, ‘Take care of this man. If you
spend more than this amount to care for
him, I will pay you back when I return.’”
36
Then Jesus said, “Three people saw the
man whom bandits attacked. Which one
of them showed he was a true neighbor
to the man?” 37 The teacher of the law
replied, “The one who acted mercifully toward him.” Jesus said to him, “Yes, so now
you should go and act like that toward everyone whom you can help!”
38

As Jesus and his disciples continued
to travel, they entered a village near
Jerusalem. A woman whose name was
Martha invited them to come to her house.
39
Her younger sister, whose name was
Mary, was sitting near Jesus’ feet. She was
listening to what he was teaching. 40 But
Martha was very much concerned about
preparing the meal. She went to Jesus and
said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to prepare everything by
myself? Please tell her that she should

help me!” 41 But the Lord replied, ”Martha,
Martha, you are very worried about many
things. 42 But the only thing that is truly
necessary is to listen to what I am teaching. Mary has made the best choice. The
blessing that she is receiving from doing
that will not be taken away from her.”

Chapter 11
1

One day Jesus was praying in a certain
place. When he ﬁnished praying, one of
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us
what to say when we pray, as John taught
his disciples!” 2 He said to them, ”When
you pray, say things like this: ’Father, may
all people honor your name as holy. May
you soon rule all people everywhere. 3
Please give us each day the food that we
need. 4 Please forgive us for the wrong
things that we have done, just as we ourselves forgive people for the wrong things
that they do to us. Help us to not sin when
we are tempted.’”
5

Then he said to them, ”Suppose that one
of you goes to the house of a friend at midnight. Suppose that you stand outside and
call out to him, ’My friend, please lend me
three loaves of bread! 6 Another friend
of mine who is traveling has just arrived
at my house, but I have no food ready to
give to him!’ 7 Suppose that he answers
you from inside the house, ‘Do not bother
me! The door has been locked and all my
family are in bed. So I cannot get up and
give you anything!’ 8 I tell you, he may
not want to get up and give you any food
even though you are his friend. But because you keep persisting in asking him,
he will certainly get up and give you whatever you need. 9 So I tell you this: Keep
asking God for what you need, and he will
give it to you. Keep seeking his will and
he will show it to you. Keep on praying urgently to God, like someone knocking on
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a door, and he will open the way for you
to receive what you pray for. 10 Remember that anyone who asks will receive and
anyone who seeks will ﬁnd, and anyone
who knocks will have the door opened for
him. 11 If one of you had a son who asked
you for a ﬁsh to eat, you certainly would
not give him a poisonous snake instead,
would you? 12 And if he asked you for
an egg, you certainly would not give him
a scorpion instead, would you? 13 Even
though you people are sinful, you know
how to give good things to your children.
So it is even more certain that your Father
in heaven will give the Holy Spirit to you
if you ask him to do that.”
14

One day a man came to Jesus who was
not able to speak because a demon controlled him. After Jesus forced out the demon, the man began to talk, and crowds
of people were amazed. 15 But some of
them said, “It is Beelzebul, the ruler of the
demons, who enables this man to force
16
Other people there
out demons!”
asked him to perform a miracle to prove
he was from God. 17 But he knew what
they were thinking. So he said to them, ”If
the people in one nation ﬁght against each
other, their nation will be destroyed. If
the people in one household oppose each
other, their family will fall apart. 18 Similarly, if Satan and his demons were ﬁghting against each other, his rule over them
would certainly not last! I say this because
you are saying that I force out demons by
the power of the ruler of demons! 19 Now,
if it is really true that Satan is enabling
me to force out demons, is it also true that
your disciples who force out demons do so
by Satan’s power ? Of course not! So they
prove that you are wrong. 20 But since it is
actually by the power of God that I force
out demons, I am showing you that God
has begun to rule over you.”
21

who has many weapons guards his own
house, no one can steal the things in his
house. 22 But when someone else who
is stronger attacks that man and subdues
him, he is able to take away the weapons
in which the man trusted. Then he can
take from that man’s house anything he
wants to. 23 Anyone who is not supporting
me is opposing me, and anyone who does
not bring people to me causes them to go
away from me.”
24

Then Jesus said this: ”Sometimes when
an evil spirit leaves someone, it wanders
around in desolate areas seeking relief. If
it does not ﬁnd any, it says to itself, ‘I will
return to the person in whom I used to
live!’ 25 So it goes back and ﬁnds that the
person is like a house that has been swept
clean and put in order, but is still empty.
26
Then this evil spirit goes and gets seven
other spirits that are even more evil than
it is. They all enter that person and begin living there. So, although that person’s
condition was bad before, it became much
worse.”
27

When Jesus said that, a woman who was
listening called out to him loudly, “How
greatly blessed by God is the woman who
gave birth to you and who nursed you at
her breasts!” 28 Then he replied, “Even
more blessed by God are those who hear
his message and obey it!”
29

As more and more people were coming
to join the crowd around Jesus, he said,
”The people living at this time are evil people. Many of you want me to perform a
miracle as proof that I have come from
God. But the only proof that you will receive is a miracle like what happened to
Jonah. 30 Just as the miracle that God did
for Jonah long ago was a testimony to the
people from the city of Nineveh, so God
will do a similar miracle for the Son of
Man that will be a testimony to you peoJesus continued, ”When a strong man ple living now. 31 Long ago the Queen
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of Sheba traveled a very long distance to
hear Solomon speak wise things. And
now someone who is much greater than
Solomon is here, but you have not really
listened to what I say. Therefore, at the
time when God will judge all people, this
queen will stand there and condemn the
people alive now. 32 The men who lived
in the ancient city of Nineveh turned from
their sinful ways when Jonah preached to
them. And now I, who am greater than
Jonah, have come and preached to you,
but you have not turned from your sinful
ways. Therefore, at the time when God
judges all people, the men who lived in
Nineveh long ago will stand there and condemn the people alive now.”
33

”People who light a lamp do not then
hide it or put it under a basket. Instead,
they put it on a lampstand so that those
who enter the room or house can see the
light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body.
If your eye is healthy, then your whole
body is full of light. If, on the other hand,
it is unhealthy, then your body will be full
of darkness. 35 Therefore, be careful that
the light in you is not darkness. 36 If your
whole body is full of light and no part of
it is darkened, all of your body will be full
of light like the light of a lamp that enables
you to see everything clearly.”
37

After Jesus ﬁnished saying those things,
a Pharisee invited him to eat a meal with
him. So Jesus went into the Pharisee’s
house and reclined at the table to eat.
38
The Pharisee was surprised when he
saw that Jesus did not ritually wash his
hands before eating. 39 The Lord Jesus
said to Him, ”You Pharisees wash the outside of cups and dishes before you eat,
but within yourselves you are very greedy
and wicked. 40 You foolish people! Surely
you know that God not only made the outside, but he also made the inside! 41 Instead of worrying about dishes being ritu-

ally clean, be merciful and give whatever
is inside the dishes to those in need, and
then both the inside and outside of you
will be clean.
42

But how terrible it will be for you Pharisees! You carefully give to God a tenth of
all you have, including even the herbs that
you grow in your gardens. But then you
do not love God or act justly toward others.
You should make sure that you love God
and act justly toward others in addition
to giving to God. 43 How terrible it will
be for you Pharisees, because you like to
sit in the most important seats in the synagogues, and you like people to greet you
with special honor in the marketplaces. 44
How terrible it will be for you, because
you are like unmarked graves that cannot
be seen, which people walk over without
realizing it and become ceremonially unclean.”
45

One of those who were teachers of the
Jewish laws replied, “Teacher, by saying
this you are criticizing us also!” 46 Jesus said, ”How terrible it will be for you
who are teachers of the Jewish laws! You
weigh people down with very heavy burdens, yet you will not do even the smallest thing to help people bear those burdens! 47 How terrible it will be for you, because you construct buildings to mark the
graves of the prophets, but your ancestors
are the ones who killed them! 48 So when
you build these buildings, you are declaring that you approve of what your ancestors did when they killed the prophets. 49
So God, who is very wise, said, ‘I will send
prophets and apostles to guide my people.
But they will cause them to suffer greatly
and will even kill some of them.’ 50 As a result, many of the people living now at this
time will be considered guilty of the murder of all God’s prophets from the time the
world was created, 51 starting from when
Abel was killed by his brother and con-
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tinuing until the prophet Zechariah was
killed in the temple between the altar and
the holy place. Yes, the people living at
this time will be considered guilty for all
those murders of the prophets! 52 How
terrible it will be for you men who teach
the Jewish laws. Because of you, people
cannot know how to have God rule over
them! You do not let God rule over you,
and you even get in the way of people who
want to have God rule over them.”
53

After Jesus ﬁnished saying those things,
he left there. Then the men who taught
the Jewish laws and the Pharisees began to act in a very hostile way toward
him.
They intensely questioned him
about many things. 54 They kept waiting
for him to say something wrong for which
they could accuse him.

Chapter 12
1

Meanwhile, many thousands of people
gathered around Jesus. There were so
many that they were stepping on each
other. But ﬁrst he said to his disciples,
”Be careful that you do not become like
the Pharisees, who act religious in public,
but do evil things in secret. Just like yeast
causes a lump of dough to rise, their evil
behavior causes others to be hypocrites
like they are. 2 People cannot cover up
their sins. Someday God will let everyone
know everything people are trying to hide.
3
Everything you say in the dark, someday
people will hear in the daylight. Whatever
you whisper in your room will someday
be as public as if it were shouted from the
rooftops.”
4

”My friends, listen carefully! Do not be
afraid of people; they can kill you, but
they cannot do anything more to you after that! 5 But I will warn you about the
one that you should truly be afraid of. You

should be afraid of God, because he not
only has the right to cause people to die,
he also has the right to throw them into
hell afterward! Yes, he is truly the one that
you should be afraid of! 6 Think about
the sparrows. They have so little value
that you can buy ﬁve of them for only two
small coins and yet God never forgets any
of them! 7 God even knows how many
hairs there are on your head. Do not be
afraid, because you are more valuable to
God than many sparrows.
8

I tell you also, that if people tell others
that they are my disciples, then I, the Son
of Man, will say that they are my disciples
to God’s angels. 9 But if they tell others
that they are not my disciples, then I will
say to God’s angels that they are not my
disciples. 10 I also tell you that if people say
evil things about me, the Son of Man, God
will forgive them for that. But if people
say evil things about the Holy Spirit, God
will not forgive them for that. 11 So when
people bring you into the synagogues to
question you before the religious leaders
and other people who have power in the
country, do not worry about how you will
answer them or about what you should
say, 12 because the Holy Spirit will tell you
at that very time what you should say.”
13

Then one of the people in the crowd said
to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide my father’s property with me!” 14 But
Jesus replied to him, “Man, no one made
me a judge to settle arguments that people have about property!” 15 Then he said
to the whole crowd, “Be careful not to be
greedy in any way! The value of a man’s
life is not determined by how many things
he owns.”
16

Then he told them this illustration: ”The
ﬁelds of a certain rich man produced
abundant crops. 17 So he thought to himself, ‘I do not know what to do, because I
do not have any place big enough to store
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all my crops!’ 18 Then he thought to himself, ’I know what I will do! I will tear
down my grain bins and build larger ones!
Then I will store all my grain and other
things in the big new bins. 19 Then I will
say to myself, “Now I have enough things
stored up to last many years. So now I will
take life easy. I will eat and drink and be
happy!”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You foolish man! Tonight you will die! Then all
the things you have saved up for yourself
will belong to someone else, not to you!”’

and he will care for you much more than
he cares for the plants. Why do you trust
29
him so little?
Do not wonder about
what you will eat and drink, and do not
keep worrying about those things. 30 The
people who do not know God are always
worried about such things. But your Father in heaven knows that you need them.
31
Instead, make it the most important
thing in your life to accept God when he
rules over you. Then he will also give you
everything you need.

21

32

Then Jesus ended this illustration by saying, “That is what will happen to those
who store up things just for themselves,
but who do not value the things that God
considers valuable.”
22

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ”So I
want to tell you this: Do not worry about
things you need in order to live. Do
not worry about whether you will have
enough food to eat or enough clothes to
wear. 23 Your life is more important than
the food you eat and your body is more important than the clothes you put on it. 24
Think about the birds: They do not plant
seeds, and they do not harvest crops. They
do not have rooms or buildings in which
to store crops. But God provides food
for them. You are certainly much more
valuable than birds. 25 None of you can
add even a minute to his life by worrying about it! 26 So since you cannot even
do that small thing, you certainly should
not worry about anything else. 27 Think
about the way that ﬂowers grow. They
do not work to earn money and they do
not make their own clothes. But I tell you
that even though King Solomon, who lived
long ago, wore very beautiful clothes, he
was never as well dressed as one of those
ﬂowers. 28 God makes the plants beautiful even though they grow for only a short
time. Then they are cut and thrown into
the ﬁre. But you are very precious to God,

So you should not be afraid, little ﬂock.
Your Father in heaven wants to give you
all the beneﬁts he plans to when he rules
33
everything completely.
So now sell
the things that you own. Give the money
to those who do not have the food and
clothing they need or a place to live. Get
yourselves wallets that do not wear out,
and you will store up treasure in heaven
where it will always be safe. There, no
thief can come near to steal it, and no
moths can destroy your clothing. 34 Whatever it is that you treasure, that is what
you will think about and spend your time
on.
35

Always be ready for doing God’s work,
like people who have put on their work
clothes and keep their lamps burning all
night. 36 Be ready for me to return, like
servants who are waiting for their master
to return after being at a wedding feast.
They are waiting to open the door for him
as soon as he arrives and knocks at the
door. 37 If those servants are awake when
he returns, he will reward them. I will tell
you this: He will get dressed to serve, tell
them to sit down, and he will serve them
a meal. 38 Even if he comes between midnight and sunrise, if he ﬁnds that his servants are awake and ready for him, he will
be very pleased with them. 39 But you
must also remember this: If the owner
of a house knew what time the thief was
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coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have allowed the thief to break
into his house. 40 So be ready, because I,
the Son of Man, will come again at a time
when you do not expect me.”
41

Peter asked, “Lord, are you giving this illustration only for us or for everyone else
also?” 42 The Lord replied, ”I am saying
it for everyone who is like a faithful and
wise servant who is a manager in his master’s house. His master puts him in charge
of making sure the other servants get their
food at the proper time. 43 If the servant is
doing that work when his master returns,
his master will reward him. 44 I tell you
this: The master will put that servant in
charge of all he owns. 45 But if that servant manager says to himself, ‘My master has been away for a long time,’ then
he might start to beat the other servants,
both male and female ones. He might also
start to eat a lot of food and get drunk. 46
If he does that, his master might return
at a time when the servant does not expect him. Then his master will punish
him severely and assign him a place with
those who do not serve him faithfully. 47
The servant who knew what his master
wanted but did not get ready and do it
will be severely punished. 48 But every
servant who did not know what his master wanted him to do, and then did something wrong, will only get a mild punishment. A lot is expected from those people who have been given a lot. Even more
is expected from those who have been entrusted with a lot.”
49

”I came to set the earth on ﬁre. I wish
that it were already on ﬁre. 50 Soon I must
go through a baptism of terrible suffering.
I will continue to be distressed until my
suffering is ﬁnished. 51 Do you think that
as a result of my coming to earth people
will live together peacefully? No! I must
tell you, instead, people will be divided. 52

Because some people in one house will believe in me and some will not, they will be
divided. Three people in one house who
do not believe in me will oppose two who
do believe. 53 A man will oppose his son,
or a son will oppose his father. A woman
will oppose her daughter, or a woman will
oppose her mother. A woman will oppose
her daughter-in-law, or a woman will oppose her mother-in-law.”
54

He also said to the crowds, ”When you
see a dark cloud forming in the west, you
immediately say ‘It is going to rain!’ and
that is what happens. 55 When the wind
blows from the south, you say, ‘It is going
to be a very hot day!’ and you are right. 56
You hypocrites! By observing the clouds
and the wind, you are able to discern what
is happening regarding the weather. Why
are you not able to discern what God is doing at this present time?
57

Each of you ought to decide what is the
right thing for you to do while you still
have time to do that! 58 You should try
to settle things with someone who has accused you while you are still on the way
to the court. If he forces you to go to the
judge, the judge could decide that you are
guilty and turn you over to the court ofﬁcer. Then that oﬃcer will put you in
prison. 59 I tell you that if you go to prison,
you will never get out until you are able to
pay every bit of what the judge says you
owe.”

Chapter 13
1

At that time, some people told Jesus
about some Galileans whom soldiers had
recently killed in Jerusalem. Pilate, the Roman governor, had ordered soldiers to kill
them while they were offering sacriﬁces
in the temple. 2 Jesus replied to them, ”Do
you think that this happened to those peo-
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ple from Galilee because they were more
sinful than all the other Galileans? 3 I assure you, that was not the reason! But
you need to remember that God will similarly punish you if you do not turn from
your sinful behavior. 4 Or what about the
eighteen people who died when the tower
at Siloam outside Jerusalem fell on them?
Do you think that this happened to them
because they were worse sinners than everyone else in Jerusalem? 5 I assure you,
that was not the reason! But instead, you
need to realize that God will similarly punish you if you do not turn from your sinful
behavior!”

you need healing, those are the days to
come to the synagogue and be healed.” Do
not come on our day of rest!” 15 Then the
Lord replied to him, ”You and your fellow
religious leaders are hypocrites! Each of
you also works on the day of rest sometimes! Would you not untie your ox or
donkey to lead it from the food trough to
where it can drink water? 16 This woman
is a Jew, descended from Abraham! But
Satan has kept her crippled for eighteen
years, as though he had tied her up! Certainly you would agree that it is right that
I free her from Satan, even if I do it on a
day of rest! 17 After he said that, his enemies were ashamed of themselves. But all
6
Then Jesus told them this story: ”A man the other people were happy about all the
planted a ﬁg tree in his garden. Each year wonderful things he was doing.
he came to pick the ﬁgs, but there were
18
Then he said, ”How can I explain what
never any on it. 7 Then he said to the garit
will
be like when God shows himself as
dener, ‘Look at this tree! I have been look19
ing for fruit on it every year for the past king? I will tell you what it will be like.
three years, but there have been no ﬁgs. It is like a tiny mustard seed that a man
Cut it down! It is just using up the nutri- planted in his ﬁeld. It grew until it became
8
But the big, like a tree. It was so big that birds
ents in the soil for nothing!’
gardener replied, ’Sir, leave it here for an- built nests in its branches.”
other year. I will dig around it and fertil- 20 Then again he said, ”I will tell you in anize it. 9 If it has ﬁgs on it next year, we other way what it will be like when God
can allow it to keep growing! But if it does shows himself as king. 21 It is like a litnot bear any fruit by then, you can cut it tle bit of yeast that a woman mixed with
down.’”
about twenty-ﬁve kilograms of ﬂour. That
10

On one Jewish day of rest, Jesus was
teaching people in one of the synagogues.
11
There was a woman there whom an evil
spirit had crippled for eighteen years. She
was always bent over; she could not stand
up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he
called her over to him. He said to her,
“Woman, I have healed you of this illness!”
13
He put his hands on her. Immediately
she stood up straight and began praising
God! 14 But the leader of the synagogue
was angry because Jesus had healed her
on the Jewish rest day. So he said to the
people, “There are six days each week in
which our laws permit people to work. If

small amount of yeast made the whole
batch of dough swell up.”

22

Jesus continued traveling toward
Jerusalem. He stopped in all the towns
and villages along the way and taught
the people. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord,
will God only save a few people?” Jesus
replied, 24 ”You need to try hard to enter the narrow doorway. I tell you that
many people will try some other way, but
they will not be able to get in. 25 After
the owner of the house gets up and locks
the door, you will stand outside and you
will knock on the door. And you will beg
the owner and say to him, ‘Lord, open the

1461

LUKE
door for us!’ But he will reply, ‘No, I will
not open it, because I do not know you,
and I do not know where you are from!’
26
Then you will say, ‘You must have forgotten that we ate meals with you, and
you taught us in the streets of our towns!’
27
But he will say, ‘I tell you again, I do
not know you, and I do not know where
you are from. You are wicked people! Get
away from here!’” 28 Then Jesus continued by saying, ”You will see Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob in the distance. All the
prophets who lived long ago will also be
there, where God will rule everything as
king. But you will be outside, crying and
grinding your teeth in pain! 29 Furthermore, many non-Jewish people will be inside. There will be ones who have come
from lands to the north, east, south, and
west. They will be feasting to celebrate
that God is ruling everything. 30 Think
about this: Some people who seem the
least important now will be the most important then, and others who seem important now will be the least important
then.”

me to do that. 35 Now look! God will no
longer protect you, people of Jerusalem. I
will also tell you this: I will enter your city
only once more. After that, you will not
see me until the time when I return, when
you will say about me, ‘May God bless this
man who comes with God’s authority!’”

Chapter 14
1

One day, which was a day of rest, Jesus went to eat at the house of one of the
leaders of the Pharisees, and they were
watching him carefully. 2 Right there in
front of Jesus was a man who had a disease that caused his arms and legs to be
very swollen. 3 Jesus asked the experts in
Jewish law and the Pharisees who were
present, “Is it permitted in the law to heal
people on the day of rest, or not?” 4 They
did not reply. So Jesus put his hands on
the man and healed him. Then he told him
he could go. 5 And he said to the others
there, “If you had a son or an ox that fell
into a well on the day of rest, would you
31
That same day, some Pharisees came not immediately pull him out?” 6 Again,
and said to Jesus, “Leave this area, be- they were not able to answer him.
cause the ruler Herod Antipas wants to
7
Jesus noticed that the people who had
kill you!” 32 He replied to them, ”Tell that
fox Herod this message from me: ‘Listen! been invited to the meal were choosing
I am expelling demons and performing to sit in the places where important peomiracles today, and I will continue doing ple usually sit. Then he gave this advice
8
”When one of you is invited
it for a short time. After that, I will ﬁn- to them:
33
But I must continue my by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit
ish my work.’
trip to Jerusalem during the coming days, in a place where important people sit. It
since it is not appropriate to kill a prophet may be that a man more important than
you has also been invited to the feast. 9
in a place other than Jerusalem.
When that man comes, the man who in34
Oh, people of Jerusalem! You killed vited both of you will come say to you, ‘Let
the prophets who lived long ago and you this man take your seat!’ Then you will
killed others whom God sent to you, by have to take the least important seat, and
throwing stones at them. Many times I you will be ashamed. 10 Instead, when
wanted to gather you together to protect you are invited to a feast, go and sit in the
you like a hen gathers her young chicks least important seat. Then when the man
under her wings. But you did not want who invited everyone comes, he will say

1462

LUKE
to you, ‘Friend, come sit in a better seat!’
Then all the people who are eating with
you will see that he is honoring you. 11 For
God will humble those who exalt themselves, and he will exalt those who humble themselves.”
12

lame people, and bring them here into my
house!’ 22 After the servant went out and
did that, he came back and said, ‘Sir, I
have done what you told me to do, but
there is still room for more people.’ 23 So
his master said to him, ’Then go outside
the city. Search for people along the highways. Search also along the narrow roads
with hedges. Strongly urge the people in
those places to come to my house. I want
it to be full of people! 24 Moreover I tell
you this, the ones who were invited ﬁrst
will not get to enjoy my feast because they
refused to come.’”

Jesus also said to the Pharisee who had
invited him to the meal, ”When you invite
people to a midday or evening meal, do
not only invite your friends, relatives or
rich neighbors, since they will later repay
you by inviting you for a meal. 13 Instead,
when you give a feast, invite poor people,
crippled people, lame people or blind peo25
A large crowd of people was traveling
ple. 14 They will be unable to repay you.
with
Jesus. He turned toward the people
But God will bless you! He will repay you
and said to them, 26 ”If anyone comes to
at the resurrection of the righteous.”
me who loves his father and mother and
15
One of those who were eating with him wife and children and brothers and sisheard him say that. He said to Jesus, “God ters more than he loves me, he cannot be
has truly blessed everyone who will eat my disciple. He must even love me more
the feast to celebrate that God has begun than he loves his own life! 27 Whoever
to rule everywhere!” 16 Jesus replied to does not carry his own cross and whohim, ”One time a man decided to prepare ever does not obey me cannot be my disa large feast. He invited many people to ciple. 28 If one of you desired to build a
come. 17 When it was the day for the feast, tower, would you not ﬁrst sit down and
he sent his servant to tell those who had determine how much it would cost? Then
been invited, ‘Come now because every- you would be able to determine whether
thing is ready!’ 18 But when the servant you had enough money to complete it. 29
did that, all of the people whom he had Otherwise, if you laid the foundation and
invited began to say why they could not were not able to ﬁnish the rest of the
come. The ﬁrst man that the servant went tower, everyone who saw it would make
to said, ‘I have just bought a ﬁeld, and I fun of you. 30 They would say, ‘This man
must go there and see it. Please ask your started to build a tower, but he was not
31
Or, if a king demaster to forgive me for not coming!’ 19 able to ﬁnish it!’
Another person said, ‘I have just bought cided to send his army to war against anﬁve pairs of oxen, and I must go to exam- other king, he would surely ﬁrst sit down
ine them. Please ask your master to for- with those who advised him. They would
give me for not coming!’ 20 Another per- determine whether his army, which had
son said, ‘I have just been married, so I only ten thousand soldiers, could defeat
cannot come.’ 21 So the servant returned the other king’s army, which had twenty
to his master and reported what every- thousand soldiers. 32 If he decided his
one had said. The owner of the house army could not defeat the other army, he
was angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out would send a messenger to the other king
quickly to the streets and alleys of the city while the other army was still far away.
and ﬁnd poor and crippled and blind and He would tell the messenger to say to that
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king, ‘What things must I do to have peace
with you?’ 33 So, similarly, if any one of
you does not ﬁrst decide that you are willing to give up all that you have, you cannot
be my disciple.”

a lamp and sweep the ﬂoor and search
carefully until she ﬁnds it. 9 When she
ﬁnds it, she will call together her friends
and neighbors and say to them, ”Be very
happy with me, because I have found the
coin that I lost!’ 10 I tell you that, in a sim34
Jesus also said, ”You are like salt, which
ilar way, there is much joy among the anis very useful. But if salt were to lose its
gels of God because of one sinner who resaltiness, could it ever be made to taste
pents from his sins.”
salty again? 35 If salt does not taste salty
anymore, it is no longer any good even 11 Then Jesus continued and said, ”There
for the soil or manure heap. People just once was a man who had two sons. 12 One
throw it away. Every one of you should day the younger son said to his father, ‘Falisten carefully to what I am telling you!” ther, give me now the share of your property that would normally be given to me
when you die.’ So the father divided his
property between his two sons. 13 Only a
few days later, the younger son gathered
together all that he owned and traveled to
1
Now, many tax collectors and other peoa country far away. There in that country
ple who were considered to be habitual
he spent all his money foolishly in wastesinners kept coming to Jesus to listen to
ful, immoral living. 14 After he had spent
him teach. 2 When the Pharisees and
all his money, there was a severe famine
teachers of the Jewish laws saw this, they
throughout that country. Soon he did not
began to grumble, saying, “This man wel15
have anything left to live on.
So he
comes sinners and even eats with them.”
went to a man who lived in that country
They thought Jesus was deﬁling himself by
and asked him to hire him. So the man
doing this. 3 So Jesus told them this parasent him out to his ﬁelds to feed his pigs.
ble: 4 ”Suppose that one of you has a hun- 16
He became so hungry that he wished he
dred sheep and you lose one of them. Cercould eat the bean pods that the pigs ate,
tainly you will leave the ninety-nine other
yet no one gave him anything. 17 Finally
sheep in the wilderness and go search for
he began to think clearly about how foolthe lost sheep until you have found it. 5
ish he had been and he said to himself: ’All
When you ﬁnd it, you will joyfully put it
6 of my father’s hired servants have more
on your shoulders to carry it home.
than enough food to eat, but here I am dyThen when you arrive home, you will call
ing because I do not have anything to eat!
together your friends and neighbors and 18
So I will leave here and go back to my
say to them: ‘Be joyful with me, because
father.
I will say to him, ”Father, I have
I have found my sheep that was lost!’ 7 I
sinned against God and against you. 19
tell you that, in a similar way, there will
I am no longer worthy to be called your
be more joy in heaven because of one sinson; please just employ me to work for
ner who repents from his sins than many
you as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 So
people who were already right with God
he left there and started traveling back to
and do not need to repent.
his father’s house. But while he was still a
8
Or, suppose that a woman has ten very great distance from the house, his father
valuable silver coins and then she loses saw him and felt deep compassion for him.
one of them. Certainly she will light He ran to his son and embraced him and

Chapter 15
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kissed him on the cheek. 21 His son said
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against God
and against you. So I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.’ 22 But his father
said to his servants; ’Go quickly and bring
my best robe and put it on my son. Also
put a ring on his ﬁnger and shoes on his
feet! 23 And bring the calf that has been
fattened for a special occasion and kill it,
so that we can eat it and celebrate! 24 We
need to celebrate because this son of mine
was like a dead man, but he is now alive
again! He was like a lost person, but he
has now been found!’ So they all began to
celebrate.
25

While all that was happening, the father’s older son was out working in the
ﬁelds. After he ﬁnished working and was
getting close to the house, he heard people
playing music and dancing. 26 He called
for one of the servants and asked what
was happening. 27 The servant said to him,
‘Your brother has come home. Your father
has told us to kill the fattened calf to celebrate because your brother has returned
safe and healthy.’ 28 But the older brother
was angry and did not want to go into the
house. So his father came out and pleaded
with him to come in. 29 But he replied to
his father, ’Listen! For all these years I
have worked for you as hard as a slave. I
always obeyed everything you told me to
do. But you never gave me even a young
goat to eat so that I could give a feast with
my friends. 30 But now that this son of
yours has come back home, after wasting
all your money on prostitutes, you have
told your servants to kill the fattened calf
for a celebration!’ 31 But his father said
to him, ’My son, you are always with me,
and all that I own is yours. 32 But it is right
for us to rejoice and celebrate, because it
is as though your brother was dead and is
alive again! It is as though he was lost and
has now been found!’”

Chapter 16
1

Jesus also said to his disciples, ”Once
there was a rich man who had a household manager. One day the rich man was
told that the manager was managing his
property so badly that he was causing the
rich man to lose his possessions. 2 So he
called the manager to come to him and
said to him, ‘What you have been doing
is terrible! Give me a ﬁnal written report
of what you have been managing, because
you may no longer be my household manager!’ 3 Then the manager said to himself,
’My master is going to dismiss me from being his manager, so I have to think of what
to do. I am not strong enough to work by
digging ditches, and I am ashamed to beg
for money. 4 I know what I will do, so that
people will take me into their houses and
provide for me after I am dismissed from
my management work!’ 5 So one by one
he asked everyone who owed his master
money to come to him. He asked the ﬁrst
one, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
6
The man replied, ‘3,000 liters of olive oil.’
The manager said to him, ‘Take your bill,
sit down, and quickly change it to 1,500
liters!’ 7 He said to another man, ‘How
much do you owe?’ The man replied, ‘A
thousand baskets of wheat.’ The manager
said to him, ‘Take your bill and change
8
When
it to eight hundred baskets!’
the master heard what his manager had
done, he praised the dishonest manager
for being so shrewd. The truth is, the people who belong to this world are wiser
than the people who belong to God in how
they relate to the people around them. 9 I
tell you, use the money you have in this
world to make friends for yourself. Then
when the money is gone, you will have
friends who will welcome you into the
eternal homes. 10 People who faithfully
manage only small amounts of money can
also be trusted with much more. People
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who are dishonest in the way they handle unimportant duties will be dishonest
in the way they handle important matters.
11
So if you have not faithfully handled
the money God has given you from this
world, he will certainly not let you have
the true riches of heaven. 12 If you have
not faithfully managed property that belongs to other people, you should not expect anyone to give you property of your
own. 13 No servant is able to serve two different masters at the same time. If he tried
to do that, he would hate one of them and
love the other one, or he would be loyal
to one of them and despise the other one.
You cannot devote your life to serving God
if you are also devoting your life to acquiring money and other material possessions.”
14

When the Pharisees who were there
heard Jesus say that, they made fun of him
because they loved to acquire money. 15
But Jesus said to them, ”You try to make
other people think that you are righteous,
but God knows your hearts. Keep in mind
that many things that people praise as being very important, God considers to be
detestable.
16

The laws that God gave Moses and what
the prophets wrote were proclaimed until John the Baptizer came. Since then I
have been preaching that God will soon
show himself as king. Many people are accepting that message and are very eagerly
asking God to rule their lives. 17 All of
God’s laws, even those that seem insignificant, are more permanent than heaven
and earth.
18

Any man who divorces his wife and
marries another woman is committing
adultery, and any man who marries a
woman who is divorced from her husband is also committing adultery.”
19

Jesus also said, ”Once there was a rich
man who wore ﬁne purple and linen

clothes. Every day he gave expensive
feasts. 20 And every day a poor man whose
name was Lazarus was laid at the gate of
the rich man’s house. Lazarus’ body was
covered with sores. 21 He was so hungry
that he wanted to eat the scraps of food
that fell from the table where the rich man
ate. While he was lying there dogs came
22
Eventually the
and licked his sores.
poor man died. Then he was taken by the
angels to his ancestor Abraham. The rich
man also died, and his body was buried.
23
In the place of the dead, the rich man
was suffering great pain. He looked up
and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus
24
sitting very close to Abraham.
So
the rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham,
I am suffering very much in this ﬁre! So
please pity me, and send Lazarus here so
that he can dip his ﬁnger in water and
touch my tongue to cool it!’ 25 But Abraham replied, ’Child, remember that while
you were alive on earth you enjoyed many
good things. But Lazarus was miserable.
Now he is happy here, and you are suffering. 26 Besides that, God has placed a huge
ravine between you and us. So those who
want to go from here to where you are
are not able to. Furthermore, no one can
cross from there to where we are, either.’
27
Then the rich man said, ’If that is so, Father Abraham, I ask you to send Lazarus
to my father’s house. 28 I have ﬁve brothers who live there. Tell him to warn them
so that they do not also come to this place,
where we suffer great pain!’ 29 But Abraham replied, ‘No, I will not do that, because your brothers have what Moses and
the prophets wrote long ago. They should
obey what they wrote!’ 30 But the rich
man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham, that
will not be enough! But if someone from
those who have died goes back to them
and warns them, they will turn from their
sinful behavior.’ 31 Abraham said to him,
‘No! If they do not listen to what Moses
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and the prophets wrote, even if someone
would rise from among the dead and go
warn them, they would still not be convinced that they should turn from their
sinful behavior.’”

that he had been told to do! 10 Similarly,
when you have done everything that God
has told you to do, you should say, ‘We are
only God’s servants and do not deserve for
him to thank us. We have only done the
things that he told us to do.’”

Chapter 17

11

1

Jesus said to his disciples, ”Things that
tempt people to sin will certainly happen,
but how terrible it will be for anyone who
causes those things to happen! 2 It would
be better for that person if someone fastened a huge stone around his neck and
threw him into the sea, than if he were to
cause to sin someone who is weak in his
faith. 3 Be careful how you act. If one
of your brothers sins, you should rebuke
him. If he says that he is sorry for having
sinned and asks you to forgive him, then
you should forgive him. 4 Even if he sins
against you seven times in one day, if he
comes to you each time and says, ‘I am
sorry for what I did,’ you must continue
forgiving him.”
5

As Jesus and his disciples were walking
along the road to Jerusalem, they were going through the area between the regions
of Samaria and Galilee. 12 As Jesus entered
a village, ten lepers came toward him, but
stood at some distance away. 13 They
called out, “Jesus, Master, please have pity
on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said
to them, “Go and show yourselves to the
priests.” So they went, and as they were
going, they were healed. 15 Then one of
them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, praising God loudly. 16 He
came to Jesus and he lay down on the
ground with his face at Jesus’ feet, and
he thanked him. This man was a Samar17
Then Jesus said, ”I healed ten
itan.
lepers! Why did the other nine not come
back? 18 This foreign man was the only
one who returned to thank God; none of
the others came back!” 19 Then he said
to the man, “Get up and go on your way.
God has healed you because you trusted
in me.”

Then the apostles said to the Lord, “Give
us more faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “Even
if you had faith that was no bigger than
this tiny mustard seed, you could say to
this mulberry tree, ‘Pull yourself with 20 One day Jesus was asked by some Pharyour roots out of the ground and plant isees, “When will God begin to rule everyyourself in the sea’ and it would obey one?” He replied, ”That is not about signs
that people can see with their own eyes.
you!”
21
People will not be able to say, ‘Look!
7
Jesus also said, ”Suppose that one of
He is ruling here!’ or ‘He is ruling there!’
you had a servant who was plowing your
because, contrary to what you think, God
ﬁelds or taking care of your sheep. After
has already begun to rule within you.”
he comes into the house from the ﬁeld,
you would not say, ‘Come sit down im- 22 Jesus said to his disciples, ”There will be
mediately and eat!’ 8 Instead, you would a time when you will want to see me, the
say to him, ‘Prepare a meal for me! Then Son of Man, ruling powerfully. But you
put on your serving clothes and serve it will not see that. 23 People will say to you,
to me so that I can eat and drink! After- ‘Look, the Messiah is over there!’ or they
wards you can eat and drink.’ 9 You will will say, ‘Look, he is here!’ When they say
not thank your servant for doing the work that, do not follow them. 24 Because when

1467

LUKE
the lightning ﬂashes and lights up the sky
from one side to the other, everyone can
see it. Similarly when I, the Son of Man,
come back again, everyone will see me. 25
But before that happens, I must suffer in
many ways, and I will be rejected by people. 26 But when I, the Son of Man, come
again, people will be doing things just like
people were doing at the time when Noah
lived. 27 At that time people ate and drank
as usual, and they got married as usual, up
until the day when Noah and his family
entered the big boat. But then the ﬂood
came and destroyed all those who were
not in the boat. 28 Similarly, when Lot
lived in the city of Sodom, people there ate
and drank as usual. They bought things
and they sold things. They planted crops
and they built houses as usual. 29 But on
the day that Lot left Sodom, ﬁre and burning sulfur came down from the sky and
destroyed all those who stayed in the city.
30
Similarly, when I, the Son of Man, return to earth, people will be unprepared.
31
On that day, those who are outside their
houses, with all the things that they own
inside the houses, must not take time to
go inside to take them away. Similarly,
those who are working in a ﬁeld must not
turn back to get anything; they must ﬂee
32
Remember what happened
quickly.
33
to Lot’s wife! Anyone who continues in
his own way of living will die. But anyone who leaves his way for my sake will
34
live forever.
I tell you this: On the
night when I return, there will be two people sleeping in one bed. The one who believes in me will be taken and the other
one will be left behind. 35-36 Two women
will be grinding grain together; one will
be taken and the other left behind.” 37 His
disciples said to him, “Lord, where will
this happen?” He replied to them, “Wherever there is a dead body, the vultures will
gather to eat it.”

Chapter 18
1

Jesus told his disciples another story to
teach them that they ought to pray continually and not become discouraged if
God does not immediately answer their
prayers. 2 He said, ”In a certain city there
was a judge who did not revere God and
did not care about people. 3 There was
a widow in that city who kept coming to
that judge, saying, ’Please get justice for
me from the man who is opposing me in
court. 4 For a long time the judge refused
to help her. But later, he said to himself, ’I
do not revere God and I do not care about
people, 5 but this widow keeps bothering
me! So I will judge her case and make sure
she is treated fairly, because if I do not
do that, she will exhaust me by continually coming to me!’” 6 Then the Lord Jesus
said, ”Think carefully about what the unjust judge said. 7 Even more certainly will
God, who is just, bring about justice for his
chosen people, who pray earnestly to him
night and day! And he is always patient
with them. 8 I tell you, God will quickly
do justice for his chosen ones! Nevertheless when I, the Son of Man, come back to
earth, there will still be many people who
do not believe in me.”
9

Then Jesus also told the following story
to some people who thought they were
righteous and who looked down on other
people. 10 He said, ”Two men went up
to the temple in Jerusalem to pray. One
of the men was a Pharisee. The other
was someone who collected taxes from
the people for the Roman government. 11
The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself in this way, ’O God, I thank you that
I am not like other people. Some steal
money from others, some treat others unjustly, and some commit adultery. I do not
do any of those things. And I am certainly
not like this sinful tax collector who cheats
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people! 12 I fast two days every week and
I give to the temple ten percent of all that
I earn!’ 13 But the tax collector stood far
away from the other people in the temple
courtyard. He would not even look up toward heaven. Instead, he beat on his chest
and said, ‘O God, please be merciful to me
and forgive me, because I am a terrible
sinner!’” 14 Then Jesus said, “I tell you that
the tax collector was forgiven as they left
to go home, but not the Pharisee. This is
because everyone who exalts himself will
be made humble, and everyone who humbles himself will be exalted.”
15

tual riches in heaven. Then come and be
my disciple!” 23 The man became very sad
when he heard that, because he was extremely rich. 24 When Jesus saw how sad
the man was, he too became very sorrowful. He said, “It is very diﬃcult for those
who are wealthy to agree for God to rule
over them.” 25 In fact, it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for rich people to let God rule their
lives.” 26 Those who heard Jesus say that
replied, “Then it seems that no one can be
saved!” 27 But Jesus said, “What is impossible for people is possible for God.” 28
Then Peter said, ”Look, we have left everything we had in order to become your disciples. 29 Jesus said to them, ”Yes, and I
also tell you that those who have left their
homes, their wives, their brothers, their
parents, or their children in order to submit to God’s will for them 30 will receive
in this life many times as much as they left
behind, and in the coming age they will receive eternal life.”

One day people were bringing even
their babies to Jesus so that he would put
his hands on them and bless them. When
the disciples saw this, they told them not
to do that. 16 But Jesus called for the children to be brought to him. He said, ”Let
the little children come to me! Do not
stop them! It is humble and trusting people like these children over whom God
will agree to rule. 17 Indeed I say to you
that whoever does not accept with humil- 31 Jesus took the twelve disciples to a
ity like a child for God to rule over them, place by themselves and said to them, ”LisGod will not accept that person at all.”
ten carefully! We are now going up to
18
Jerusalem.
While we are there, everyOnce a Jewish leader asked Jesus, “Good
teacher, what must I do in order to have thing that the prophets wrote long ago
eternal life?” 19 Jesus said to him, ”Why about me, the Son of Man, will be ac32
My enemies will put me
do you call me good? God is the only one complished.
into the power of the non-Jews. They will
who is truly good!
mock me, treat me with disdain, and spit
20
In answer to your question, certainly on me. 33 They will whip me and then
you know the commandments that God they will kill me. But on the third day after
gave to Moses for us to obey: ‘Do not com- that I will become alive again.” 34 But the
mit adultery, do not murder anyone, do disciples did not understand any of those
not steal, do not give a false report, honor things that he said. God prevented them
your father and mother.’” 21 The man said, from understanding the meaning of what
“I have obeyed all those commandments he was telling them.
22
ever since I was young.”
When Jesus heard him say that, he replied to him, 35 As Jesus and his disciples came near
“You still need to do one more thing. Sell to the city of Jericho, a blind man was
all that you own. Then give the money sitting beside the road. He was begging
to people who have very little to live on. for money. 36 When he heard the crowd
The result will be that you will have spiri- of people passing by, he asked someone,
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“What is happening?” 37 They told him,
“Jesus, the man from the town of Nazareth,
38
is passing by.”
He shouted, “Jesus,
you who are descended from King David,
have pity on me!” 39 Those who were
walking at the front of the crowd scolded
him and told him to be quiet. But he
shouted even more loudly, “You who are
descended from King David, have pity on
me!” 40 Jesus stopped walking and commanded the people to bring the man to
him. When the blind man came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do you want me
to do for you?” He replied, “Lord, I want
you to enable me to see!” 42 Jesus said to
him, “Then see! Because you have trusted
in me, I have healed you!” 43 Immediately
he was able to see. And he went with Jesus, praising God. And when all the people there saw this, they also praised God.

Chapter 19
1

Jesus entered Jericho and was going
through the city. 2 There was a man there
named Zacchaeus. He was in charge of
collecting taxes and was very rich. 3 He
wanted to see Jesus but he could not see
him over the crowd. He was a very short
man and there were many people around
Jesus. 4 So he ran further down the road.
He climbed a sycamore ﬁg tree so he could
see Jesus when he came by. 5 When Jesus got there, he looked up and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, I
have to stay at your house tonight!” 6 So
he came down quickly. He was glad to welcome Jesus into his home. 7 But the people
who saw Jesus go there grumbled, saying,
“He has gone to be the guest of a real sinner!” 8 Then Zacchaeus stood up while
they were eating and said to Jesus, “Lord,
I want you to know that I am going to give
half of what I own to poor people. And
as for the people whom I have cheated, I

will pay them back four times the amount
I have gotten from them.” 9 Jesus said to
him, ”Today God has saved this household,
because this man has shown that he is a
true descendant of Abraham. 10 Remember this: I, the Son of Man, came to ﬁnd
and save people like you who have gone
astray from God.”
11

The people were listening to everything
Jesus said. Since he was getting close to
Jerusalem, Jesus decided to tell them another story. He wanted to correct their
idea that as soon as he got to Jerusalem
he would begin to rule as king over God’s
people. 12 He said, ”A prince prepared to
go to a distant country in order to receive
from a higher king the right to become
king over the country where he lived. After he received the right of being king, he
would return to rule his people. 13 Before
he left, he summoned ten of his servants.
He gave each of them an equal amount of
money. He said to them, ‘Do business with
this money until I return!’ Then he left.
14
But many people of his country hated
him. So they sent some messengers to follow him and say to the higher king, ‘We
do not want this man to be our king!’ 15
But he was made king anyway. Later he
returned as the new king. Then he called
in the servants to whom he had given the
money. He wanted to know how much
they had gained by doing business with
the money he had given them. 16 The ﬁrst
man came to him and said, ‘Sir, with your
money I have earned ten times as much!’
17
He said to this man, ‘You are a good servant! You have done very well! Because
you have faithfully taken care of a small
amount of money, I will give you ten cities
to rule over.’ 18 Then the second servant
came and said, ‘Sir, the money you gave
me is now worth ﬁve times as much!’ 19
He also said to that servant, ‘Well done! I
will put you over ﬁve cities.’ 20 Then another servant came. He said, ’Sir, here is
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your money. I wrapped it up in a cloth and
hid it to keep it safe. 21 I was afraid of what
you would do to me if the business failed. I
know you are a hard man who takes from
others that which does not really belong to
you. You are like a farmer who harvests
grain that another man planted.’ 22 He
said to that servant, ’You wicked servant!
I will condemn you by the words you just
said. You knew I was a hard man, because
I take what does not belong to me and harvest what I did not plant. 23 So you should
at least have given my money to money
lenders! Then when I returned I could
have collected that amount plus the interest it would have earned!’ 24 Then the
king said to those who were standing near,
‘Take the money from him and give it to
the servant who made ten times as much!’
25
They protested, ‘But sir, he already has
a lot of money!’ 26 But the king said, ’I
tell you this: To the people who use well
what they have received, I will give even
more. But from the people who do not
use well what they have received, I will
take away even what they already have.
27
Now, as for those enemies of mine who
did not want me to rule over them, bring
them here and execute them while I am
watching!’”
28

After Jesus said those things, he continued on the road up to Jerusalem, going
29
When they
ahead of the disciples.
got close to the villages of Bethphage and
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, 30 he
said to two of his disciples, ”Go to the village just ahead of you. As you enter it,
you will see a young donkey tied up there
that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and
bring it to me. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why
are you untying the donkey?’ say to him,
‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 So the two disciples went to the village and found the donkey, just as Jesus had told them. 33 As they
were untying it, its owners said to them,
“Why are you untying our donkey?” 34

They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then
the disciples brought the donkey to Jesus.
They threw their cloaks on the donkey’s
back for him to sit on and helped Jesus
get on it. 36 Then as he rode along, others
spread their cloaks on the road in front
37
of him to honor him.
As they came
along the road that goes down from the
Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of his
disciples began to rejoice and praise God
loudly for all the great miracles that they
had seen Jesus do. 38 They were saying
things like, “May God bless our king who
comes with God’s authority! May there
be peace between God in heaven and us
his people, and may everyone praise God!”
39
Some of the Pharisees who were in the
crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell your disciples to stop saying those things!” 40 He
replied, “I tell you this: if these people
were silent, the stones themselves would
shout to praise me!”
41

When Jesus came near to Jerusalem and
saw the city, he cried about its people. 42
He said, ”I wish that today you people
knew how to have God’s peace. But now
43
you are unable to know it.
I want
you to know this: Soon your enemies will
come and will set up a barricade around
your city. They will surround the city and
attack it on all sides. 44 They will break
through the walls and destroy everything.
They will destroy it and you and all your
children. When they ﬁnish destroying everything, there will not be one stone left
on top of another. All this will happen
because you did not recognize the time
when God came to save you!”
45

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into
the temple courtyard. He saw in that
place the people who were selling things,
46
and he began to chase them out. He
said to them, “It has been written in the
scriptures, ‘I want my house to be a place
where people pray,’ but you have made it
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a hideout for thieves!”
47

Each day during that week Jesus was
teaching people in the temple courtyard.
The chief priests, the teachers of religious
laws, and other Jewish leaders were trying to ﬁnd a way to kill him. 48 But they
did not ﬁnd any way to do it, because all
the people were eager to hear him.

Chapter 20
1

One day during that week Jesus was
teaching the people in the temple courtyard and telling them God’s good message. As he was doing that, the chief
priests, the teachers of the Jewish laws,
and other elders came to him. 2 They
said to him, “Tell us, what right do you
have to do these things? And who gave
3
He replied, ”I will
you this right?”
also ask you a question. Tell me, 4 about
John baptizing people: Did God command
him to baptize or did humans command
him?” 5 They discussed this among themselves. They said, ”If we answer, ‘God commanded him,’ then he will say, ‘So why did
you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘It
was only humans who told him to baptize,’
the people will stone us to death, because
they all believe that John was a prophet
that God sent.” 7 So they replied that they
did not know who told John to baptize. 8
Then Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell
you who sent me to do those things.”
9

Then Jesus told the people this parable,
”A man planted a vineyard. He rented the
vineyard to some men to care for it. Then
he went to another country and stayed
there for a long time. 10 When it was
time to harvest the grapes, he sent a servant to the men who were taking care of
the vineyard, so they would give him his
share of the grapes that the vineyard had
produced. But after the servant arrived,

they beat him and sent him away without
any grapes. 11 Later, the owner sent another servant. But they beat and shamed
him also. They sent him away without
any grapes. 12 Still later, the owner sent
another servant. This third servant they
wounded and threw out of the vineyard.
13
So the owner of the vineyard said to
himself, ‘What should I do now? I will
send my son, whom I love very much.
They will probably respect him.’ 14 So he
sent his son, but when the men who were
caring for the vineyard saw him coming,
they said to each other, ‘Here comes the
man who will some day inherit the vineyard! Let us kill him so that this vineyard
might become ours!’ 15 So they dragged
him outside the vineyard and they killed
him. So I will tell you what the owner of
the vineyard will do to them! 16 He will
come and kill those men who were taking
care of the vineyard. Then he will arrange
for other people to take care of it.” When
the people listening to Jesus heard this,
they said, “May a situation like this never
happen!” 17 But Jesus looked directly at
them and said, ”You can say that, but think
about the meaning of these words that are
written in the scriptures,
’The stone which the builders rejected
has become the most important stone in
the building.
18

Everyone who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone
on whom it falls.”
19

The chief priests and the teachers of the
Jewish laws realized that he was accusing
them when he told the story about those
wicked men. So they immediately tried to
ﬁnd a way to arrest him, but they did not
arrest him, because they were afraid of
what the people would do if they did so. 20
So they watched him carefully. They also
sent spies who pretended to be sincere.
But they really wanted to get Jesus to say
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something wrong for which they could accuse him. They wanted to be able to turn
him over to the governor of the province.
21
So one of the spies asked him, ”Teacher,
we know that you speak and teach what
is right. You tell the truth even if important people do not like it. You teach truthfully what God wants us to do. 22 So tell
us what you think about this matter: Is it
right that we pay taxes to the Roman government, or not?” 23 But he knew that they
were trying to trick him to get him into
trouble, either with the Jews, who hated
to pay those taxes, or with the Roman government. So he said to them, 24 “Show me
a Roman coin. Then tell me whose picture
is on on it. And tell me whose name is on
it.” So they showed him a coin and said,
“It has the picture and name of Caesar, the
head of the Roman government.” 25 He
said to them, “In that case, give to the government what belongs to them, and give
to God what belongs to him.” 26 The spies
were amazed at his answer, so much that
they could not answer him. There was
nothing that Jesus said before the people
standing around him that the spies could
ﬁnd anything wrong with.
27

After that, some Sadducees came to Jesus. They were a group of Jews who said
that no one will rise from the dead. 28
They also wanted to ask Jesus a question.
One of them said to him, ”Teacher, Moses
wrote for us Jews that if a man who has
a wife but no children dies, his brother
should marry the widow so that she can
have a child by him. In this way, people
will consider that the child is the descendant of the man who died. 29 Well, there
were seven brothers in one family. The
oldest one married a woman but she did
not having any children. Later he died,
leaving her to be a widow. 30 The second
brother followed this law and married the
widow, but the same thing happened to
him. 31 Then the third brother married

her, but the same thing happened again.
All seven brothers, one by one, married
that woman, but they had no children,
and one by one they died. 32 Afterwards,
the woman died, too. 33 Therefore, if it is
true that there will be a time when people who have died will become alive again,
whose wife do you think that woman will
be then? Keep in mind that she was married to all seven brothers!” 34 Jesus replied
to them, ”In this world, men take wives,
and people give their daughters in marriage to men. 35 But the people whom God
considers worthy of being in heaven after
they rise from the dead will not marry. 36
Also, they cannot die anymore, because
they are like the angels of God who live
forever. They are God’s children, since
they are children whom God raised to new
37
But in the account of the bush,
life.
even Moses wrote about how God raises
the dead to life. In the place where he
wrote, he calls the Lord, ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.’ Moses showed us that the leaders
of God’s people, when they die, still worship and honor God, because they still live
before God. That proves that God makes
people who die, alive again. 38 Now he is
the God of those who are alive. He is not
the God of people who are dead! But all
of us are given life so we can be with God,
and when we are with him, we can honor
him!”
39

Some of the teachers of the Jewish
law replied, “Teacher, you have answered
very well!” 40 After that, no one dared to
ask him any more questions like that to
trap him.
41

Later Jesus said to them, ”I will show
you that when people say that the Messiah
is only a descendant of King David, they
are wrong! 42 David himself wrote in the
Book of Psalms about the Messiah,
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’Sit here beside me at my right, where I things you are looking at will be destroyed
will highly honor you.
completely. Yes, the time is coming when
not one of these stones will be left on top
43
Sit here while I completely defeat your
of another.”
enemies.’
44

King David calls the Messiah ‘my Lord’!
So the Messiah cannot be just someone descended from King David! What I just said
proves that he is much greater than David,
right?”
45

While all the other people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, 46 ”Beware
that you do not act like the men who teach
our Jewish laws. They like to put on long
robes and walk around to make people
think that they are very important. They
also like people to greet them respectfully
in the marketplaces. They like to sit in the
most important places in the synagogues.
At dinner parties they like to sit in the
seats where the most honored people sit.
47
They also steal all the property of widows. Then they pray for a long time in public. God will certainly punish them very
severely.”

Chapter 21
1

Jesus looked up from where he was sitting and saw rich people putting their gifts
into the temple offering box. 2 He also saw
a poor widow put in two small coins of
very little value. 3 And he said to his disciples, ”The truth is that this poor widow
has put into the offering box more money
than all these rich people. 4 For they all
have a lot of money, but they gave only
a small part of it. But this widow, who
is very poor, has given all the money that
she had to buy what she needed.
5

Some of Jesus’ disciples were talking
about how the temple was adorned with
beautiful stones and decorations that people had given. But Jesus said, 6 “These

7

Then they asked him, “Teacher, when
will these things happen? And what will
happen to show that these things are
about to take place?” 8 Jesus replied, ”Be
careful that no one deceives you. For
many people will come and each will
claim to be me. Each will say about himself, ‘I am the Messiah!’ They will also say,
‘The time is almost here, when God will
rule as king!’ Do not follow after them to
become their disciples! 9 Also, whenever
you hear about wars and people ﬁghting
each other, do not be terriﬁed. For these
things must happen before the end of the
world comes.”
10

”Various people groups will attack each
other, and various kings will ﬁght each
other. 11 And in various places there will
be great earthquakes, as well as famines
and terrible diseases. Many things will
happen that will cause people to be very
afraid, and people will see strange things
in the sky that will show that something
12
very important is going to happen.
But before all these things happen, they
will arrest you, treat you badly and hand
you over to the synagogues for trial and
hand you over to the prisons. They will
put you on trial in the presence of kings
and high government authorities because
you follow me. 13 That will be a time for
you to tell them the truth about me. 14
So be determined not to worry ahead of
time about what you will say to defend
yourselves, 15 because I will give you the
right words and wisdom so that you will
know what to say. As a result, none of
the people accusing you will be able to say
16
you are wrong.
And even your parents and brothers and other relatives and
friends will betray you, and they will kill
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some of you. 17 In general, everybody will
hate you because you believe in me. 18 But
not even one hair from your head shall be
destroyed. 19 If you go through diﬃcult
times and prove your trust in God, you
will save yourselves.”
20

”When you see armies surround
Jerusalem, then you will know that they
will soon destroy this city. 21 At that time
those of you who are in the region of Judea
must ﬂee to the mountains. And those of
you who are in this city must leave. Those
of you who are in the nearby countryside
must not come into the city. 22 For this
will be the time when God will punish
this city; when he does, the words in the
scriptures will come true. 23 How terrible it will be for the pregnant women and
those nursing their babies in those days,
because there will be great suffering in
the land, and its people will suffer enormously because God will be angry with
them. 24 Many of them will die because soldiers will attack them with weapons. Others will become prisoners and they will
be sent to many places around the world.
The Gentiles will keep marching their
troops through the streets of Jerusalem
for as long as God allows.”
25

”At this time, strange things will happen to the sun, the moon, and the stars.
And on earth, people groups will become
very frightened, and they will become confused because of the roaring ocean and its
huge waves. 26 People will be so afraid
that they will faint, because they are waiting for what will happen next in the world.
The stars in the sky will have to leave from
27
Then all people
their usual places.
will see me, the Son of Man, coming in the
clouds with power and brilliant light. 28
So when those terrible things begin to happen, stand up straight and look upward,
because God will soon rescue you.”
29

about the ﬁg trees, and even all the trees.
30
Whenever you see that their leaves are
sprouting, you know that summer is near.
31
In the same way, when you see these
things that I have just described happening, you will know then that God will soon
show himself as king. 32 I am telling you
the truth: This generation of people will
not come to an end before all these things
that I have just now described happen. 33
The sky and the earth will come to an end,
but what I tell you will never come to an
end.
34

”Be very careful to control yourselves.
Do not go to parties where people are acting immorally or getting drunk. And do
not carry the cares of this life with you. If
you live this way, you will stop waiting for
me to return. And then, at that moment,
I will surprise you when I come. I will
come so suddenly it will be like when a
animal trap springs closed without warning. 35 Indeed, I will return without warning, and that day will come when you are
not ready to see me. 36 So you must be
always ready for my coming. And always
pray that you may be able to go through all
these hard things in safety, and that I, the
Son of Man, declare you innocent when I
come to judge the world.”
37

Each day Jesus was teaching people in
the temple. But every evening he went
out of the city and stayed all night on the
Mount of Olives. 38 And early every morning all the people came to the temple to listen to him.

Chapter 22
1

It was now almost time for the Celebration of Unleavened Bread, which people also call the Passover. 2 Now the
chief priests and the teachers of the JewThen Jesus told them a parable: ”Think ish laws were looking for a way to kill Je-
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sus because they feared the people who and thanked God for it. He said, ”Take this,
followed him.
and share it among yourselves. 18 For I
tell you that I will not drink any of this
3
Then Satan entered into Judas, the one
wine again until God rules everyone evcalled Iscariot, who was one of the twelve
erywhere.” 19 Then he took some bread
disciples. 4 He went and talked with the
and thanked God for it. He broke it into
chief priests and the oﬃcers of the temple
pieces and gave it to them to eat. As he did
guard about how he might turn Jesus over
so, he said, “This bread is my body, which I
to them. 5 They were very pleased that he
am about to sacriﬁce for you. Do this later
wanted to do that. They offered to pay him
to honor me.” 20 In the same way, after
money for doing this. 6 So Judas agreed,
they had eaten the meal, he took the cup of
and then he started looking for a way to
wine and said, ”This is the new covenant I
help them arrest Jesus when there was no
will make using my own blood, which will
crowd around him.
pour out for you. 21 But, look! The person
7
Then the Day of Unleavened Bread came, who will hand me over to my enemies is
22
Indeed, I, the Son
the day when the lambs for the Passover here eating with me.
8
Celebration had to be killed.
So Jesus of Man, will die, because that is what God
said to Peter and John, “Go and prepare has planned. But how terrible it will be
the meal for the Passover Celebration for for the man who hands me over to my en23
us so we can eat it together.” 9 They emies!” Then the apostles began to ask
replied to him, “Where do you want us one another, “Which one of us is planning
10
He answered, to do this thing?”
to prepare to eat it?”
”Listen carefully. When you go into the
24
After that, the apostles began to argue
city, a man carrying a large jar of water
will meet you; follow him into the house among themselves; they said, “Which one
that he enters. 11 Say to the owner of the of us will have the most honor when Jesus
25
Jesus answered them,
house, ‘Our teacher says to show us the becomes king?”
room where he can eat the Passover meal ”The kings of the Gentile nations like to
together with us, his disciples.’ 12 He will show people that they are powerful. Yet
show you a large room that is on the up- they give themselves the title, ‘ones who
26
But you should not be
per ﬂoor of the house. It will be all set up, help the people.’
like
those
rulers!
Instead,
the most honwith everything ready for guests. Prepare
the meal for us there.” 13 So the two disci- ored persons among you should act as if
ples went into the city. They found every- they were the youngest, and the one who
27
For you
thing to be just as Jesus had told them. So leads must act like a servant.
they prepared the meal for the Passover know that the important person is the one
who eats at the table, not the servant who
Celebration there.
brings the food. But I am your servant.
14
When it was time to eat the meal, Jesus came and sat down with the apostles. 28 You are the persons who have stayed
15
He said to them, ”I have wanted very with me during all the hard things I have
much to eat this Passover meal with you suffered. 29 So now, I will make you powbefore I suffer and die. 16 I tell you, I erful oﬃcials when God rules everyone,
will not eat it again until I do so when just as my Father appointed me to rule as
God rules everyone everywhere, when a king. 30 You will sit and eat and drink
he ﬁnishes what he started to do in the with me when I become king. In fact, you
Passover.” 17 Then he took a cup of wine will sit on thrones to judge the people of
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the twelve tribes of Israel.”
31

heaven came and and gave him courage.
44
He was suffering greatly. So he prayed
more intensely. His sweat was falling to
the ground like large drops of blood. 45
When he got up from praying, he returned
to his disciples. He found that they were
so tired out because of their sorrow that
they were sleeping. 46 He woke them up
and said to them, “You should not be sleeping! Get up! Pray that God will help you so
that nothing will persuade you to sin.”

”Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has asked
God to let him test you, like someone
shakes grain in a sieve, and God has permitted him to do it. 32 But I have prayed
for you, Simon, that you will not completely stop believing in me. So when you
come back to me, give courage again to
these men, your brothers. 33 Peter said
to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you
to prison; I am willing to die with you!” 34
Jesus replied, “Peter, I want you to know 47 While Jesus was still speaking, a crowd
that this night, before the rooster crows, of people came to him. Judas, one of the
you will say three times that you do not twelve disciples, was leading them. He
know me!”
came up to Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Je35
Then Jesus asked the disciples, “When I sus said to him, “Judas, will you really kiss
sent you out to the villages, and you went me, the Son of Man, in order to hand me
49
When the diswithout any money, food, or sandals, was over to my enemies?”
there anything you needed but could not ciples realized what was happening, they
get?” They replied, “Nothing!” 36 And he said, “Lord, shall we strike them with our
50
One of them struck the sersaid, “But, now, if anyone among you has swords?”
some money, he should take it with him. vant of the high priest, but only cut off his
51
Also, whoever has food should take it with right ear. But Jesus said, “Do not do any
him, and whoever does not have a sword more of that.” Then he touched the ser52-53
Then Jeshould sell his coat and buy one!” 37 I vant’s ear and healed him.
tell you this because what a prophet wrote sus said to the chief priests, the oﬃcers of
about me in the scriptures must happen: the temple guards, and the Jewish elders
‘People considered him to be a criminal.’ who had come to arrest him, ”It is surprisEverything that is written about me in the ing that you have come here with swords
scriptures is happening. 38 The disciples and clubs to arrest me, as if I were a robsaid, “Lord, look! We have two swords!” ber. For many days I was with you in the
He replied, “Enough. Do not talk like this temple, but you did not try to arrest me at
all! But this is the time you are doing what
any longer.”
you want. It is also the time when Satan is
39
Jesus left the city and went to the Mount doing the evil things as he wants to do.
of Olives, as he usually did; his disciples
went with him. 40 When he came to the 54 They seized Jesus and led him away.
place where he wanted to go, he said to They brought him to the high priest’s
them, “Pray that God will help you not to house. Peter followed them far behind. 55
be tempted to sin.” 41 Then he went about The people lit a ﬁre in the middle of the
thirty meters from them, knelt down and courtyard and sat down together. Peter
56
prayed. He said, 42 “Father, the terrible sat among them.
A female servant
things that are about to happen to me: If saw Peter sitting there as the ﬁre shone
you are willing to keep from happening, upon him. She looked at him carefully
do it. But do not do what I want, but and said, “This man was also with the one
what you want.” 43 Then an angel from whom they have arrested!” 57 But he de-
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nied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know
him!” 58 A little later someone else saw
Peter and said, “You also are one of those
who were with the man they arrested!”
But Peter said, “Man, I am not one of
them!” 59 About an hour later someone
else said loudly, “The way that this man
speaks shows that he is from the region of
Galilee. Certainly this man was also with
the man whom they arrested!” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you
are talking about!” Immediately a rooster
crowed, while he was still speaking. 61
The Lord Jesus turned around and looked
right at Peter. Then Peter remembered
what the Lord had said to him, “This night,
before the rooster crows, you will deny
three times that you know me.” 62 And he
went out of the courtyard and cried with
great sorrow.

that he is equal to God!”

Chapter 23
1

Then the whole group got up and took
him to Pilate, the Roman governor. 2 They
accused him in front of Pilate: “We have
seen this fellow causing trouble by telling
lies to our people. He has been telling
them to not pay taxes to Caesar, the Roman emperor. Also, he has been saying
that he is the Messiah, a king!” 3 Pilate
then asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” Jesus replied, “Yes, it is just as you
have asked me.” 4 Then Pilate said to the
chief priests and to the crowd, “This man
is not guilty of any crime.” 5 But they kept
on accusing Jesus; they said, “He is trying to get the people to riot! He has been
teaching his ideas throughout all of the re63
The men who were guarding Jesus
gion of Judea. He started doing this in the
made fun of him and beat him. 64 They
region of Galilee and now he is doing it
put a blindfold on him and said to him,
here, also!”
“Show us that you are a prophet! Tell us
6
who it was that struck you!” 65 They said When Pilate heard their words, he asked,
many other evil things about him, insult- “Does this man come from the district of
Galilee?” 7 Because Pilate learned that Jeing him.
sus was from Galilee, where Herod An66
At dawn the next morning, many of the tipas ruled, he sent Jesus to him, because
Jewish leaders gathered together. In this Herod was in Jerusalem at that time. 8
group were the chief priests and the men When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad.
who taught the Jewish laws. They took Je- He had been wanting for a long time to
sus to the Jewish council chamber. There see Jesus, because he was hearing many
they said to him, 67 “If you are the Mes- things about him and wanted to see him
siah, tell us!” But he replied, ”If I say that perform a miracle. 9 So he asked Jesus
I am he, you will not believe me. 68 If I many questions, but Jesus did not reply
ask you what you think about the Messiah, to any of them. 10 And the chief priests
you will not answer me. 69 But from now and some experts in the Jewish laws stood
on, I, the Son of Man, will be sitting next near him, accusing him very of all kinds
11
Then Herod and his solto almighty God and ruling!” 70 Then they of crimes.
all asked, “If that is so, are you saying that diers made fun of Jesus. They put expenyou are the Son of God?” He answered, sive clothes on him to pretend that he was
“Yes, it is just like you say.” 71 Then they a king. Then Herod sent him back to Pisaid to each other, “We certainly do not late. 12 Until that time Herod and Pilate
need any more people to testify against had been very hostile to each other, but
him! We ourselves have heard him say that very day they became friends.
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13

Pilate then gathered together the chief
priests and other Jewish leaders and the
crowd that was still there. 14 He said to
them, ”You brought this man to me, saying that he has been leading the people to
revolt. But I want you to know that after
having examined him while you were listening, I do not think that he is guilty of
any of the things you have told me about.
15
Even Herod does not think he is guilty.
I know this, because he sent him back to
us without punishing him. So it is clear
that this man does not deserve to die. 16
So I will tell my soldiers to whip him and
then set him free.” 17 (Pilate said this because he had to set free one prisoner at the
Passover Celebration.) 18 But the whole
crowd shouted together saying, “Put this
man to death! Set Barabbas free for us!”
19
Now Barabbas was a man who had led
some people in the city to rebel against the
Roman government. He was also a murderer. He was in prison because of these
crimes, and he was waiting for them to
put him to death. 20 But Pilate wanted
very much to set Jesus free, so he tried to
speak to the crowd again. 21 But they kept
on shouting, saying, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 22 Pilate spoke to them a third
time and asked them, “Why? What crime
has he committed? He has done nothing
for which he deserves to die. So I will
have my soldiers whip him and then set
him free.” 23 But they kept insisting with
loud voices that Jesus should be die on a
cross. Finally, because they continued to
shout so loudly, they persuaded Pilate 24
to do what they requested. 25 So he set
free the man who was in prison because
he had fought against the government and
murdered people! He then commanded
the soldiers to take Jesus and do what the
crowd wanted.

countryside. As the soldiers were leading
Jesus away, they grabbed hold of Simon.
They took from Jesus the cross that they
had made him carry, and they they put
it on Simon’s shoulders. They told him
27
to carry it and follow behind Jesus.
Now a large crowd was following Jesus.
It had many women who were beating
their breasts and wailing for him. 28 Jesus
turned to them and said, ”You women of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me! Instead,
weep because of what is going to happen
to yourselves and your children! 29 For
I want you to know that there will soon
be a time when people will say, ‘How fortunate are the women who have never
given birth to children or nursed babies!’
30
Then the people in this city will say, ‘We
wish that the mountains would fall on top
of us and that the hills would cover us up!’
31
If I have to die, even though I have nothing wrong, terrible things will certainly
happen to people who deserve to die.
32

Two other men who were criminals
were also walking to the place where they
would die with Jesus. 33 When they came
to the place named ‘The Skull’, there they
cruciﬁed Jesus by nailing him to a cross.
They did the same thing to the two criminals. They put one at the right side of Jesus and one at his left side. 34 But Jesus
said, “Father, forgive these people who
did this, because they do not really know
whom they are doing this to.” Then the soldiers divided his clothes by gambling with
something like dice, to decide which piece
of clothing each one would get. 35 Many
people stood nearby, watching. Even the
Jewish leaders were mocking Jesus: “He
saved other people! If God has really chosen him to be the Messiah, he should save
36
The soldiers also mocked
himself!”
him. They came up to him and offered
26
Now there was a man named Simon, him some sour wine. 37 They kept saying
who was from the city of Cyrene in Africa. to him, “If you are the King of the Jews,
He was coming into Jerusalem from the save yourself!” 38 They also fastened on
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the cross above his head a sign that stated, they decided to kill Jesus and when they
‘This is the King of the Jews.’
did it it. He was waiting eagerly for the
time when God would send his king to be39
One of the criminals who was hanging
gin to rule. 52 Joseph went to Pilate and
on a cross also insulted Jesus; he said, “You
asked Pilate to permit him to take Jesus’
are the Messiah, are you not? So save
body to bury it. Pilate gave him permisyourself, and save us too!” 40 But the other
sion, 53 so he took Jesus’ body down from
criminal stopped him from speaking; he
the cross. He wrapped it in a linen cloth.
said, ”You should be afraid of God punishThen he put his body in a burial chaming you! They are punishing him and us
ber that someone had cut in a rock cliff.
in the same way. 41 We two deserve to die.
No one had ever put a body in it before.
They are punishing us as we deserve for 54
It was the day when people got ready
the evil things that we did. But this man
for the Jewish day of rest called the Sabhas done nothing wrong!” 42 Then he said
bath. It was soon going to be sunset, the
to Jesus, “Jesus, please remember to save
start of the Sabbath. 55 The women who
me when you begin to rule as king!” 43 Jehad come with Jesus from the district of
sus replied, “I want you to know that today
Galilee followed Joseph and the men who
you will be with me in paradise!”
were with him. They saw the burial cham44
Then it was about noontime. But it be- ber, and they saw how the men laid Jesus’
came dark over all the land until three body inside it. 56 Then the women went
o’clock in the afternoon. 45 There was no back to where they were staying in order
light from the sun. And the thick curtain to get spices and ointments to put on Jesus’
that closed off the most holy place in the body. However, they did no work on the
temple split into two pieces. 46 When that Sabbath, just as the Jewish law required.
happened, Jesus shouted loudly, “Father,
I put my spirit into your care!” After he
said that, he stopped breathing and died.
47

When the centurion who was over the
soldiers saw what happened, he said, “Indeed, this man has done nothing wrong!”
48
What he said honored God.
When
the crowd of people who had gathered
to see these men die saw what actually
happened, they returned to their homes,
hitting their own chests to show that
they were sorrowful. 49 All of Jesus’ acquaintances, including the women who
had come with him from the region of
Galilee, stood at a little distance away and
watched everything happen.
50-51

Now there was a man named Joseph
from Arimathea, a Jewish town. He was
a good and a righteous man, and he was
a member of the Jewish council. He saw
everything happen, but he had not agreed
with the other Council members when

Chapter 24
1

Before dawn on Sunday those women
went to the burial chamber. They took
with them the spices that they had prepared to put on the body of Jesus. 2 When
they arrived, they discovered that somebody had rolled the stone away from the
entrance to the burial chamber. 3 They
went into the burial chamber, but the
body of the Lord Jesus was not there! 4
They did not know what to think about
that. Then suddenly two men stood by
them wearing bright, shining clothes! 5
The women were frightened. As they
bowed down low to the ground, the two
men said to them, ”You should not be looking for someone who is alive in a place
where they bury dead people! 6 He is not
here; he has been made alive again! Re-
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member that while he was still with you
in Galilee, he said to you, 7 ‘They will have
to hand me, the Son of Man, over to sinful men. They will kill me by nailing me
to a cross. But on the third day after that,
I will become alive again.’” 8 The women
remembered what Jesus had said to them.
9
So they left the burial chamber and went
to the eleven apostles and his other disciples and told them what happened. 10
The women who told these things to the
apostles were Mary from Magdala village,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and
the other women who were with them. 11
But the apostles dismissed their words as
nonsense. 12 However, Peter got up and
ran to the burial chamber anyway. He
stooped down and looked inside. He saw
the linen cloths in which Jesus’ body had
been wrapped, but Jesus was not there. So,
wondering what had happened, he went
home.
13

That same day two of Jesus’ disciples
were walking to a village named Emmaus.
It was ten kilometers from Jerusalem. 14
They were talking with each other about
all the things that had happened to Je15
While they were talking and
sus.
discussing those things, Jesus himself approached them and started walking with
them. 16 But God did not allow them to
17
Jesus said to them,
recognize him.
“What have you two been talking about
while you were walking?” They stopped,
and their faces looked very sad. 18 One
of them, whose name was Cleopas, said,
“You must be the only person who is visiting Jerusalem who does not know the
events that have happened there in recent
days!” 19 He said to them, “What events?”
They replied, “The things that happened
to Jesus, the man from Nazareth, who
was a prophet. ’God enabled him to perform great miracles and to teach wonderful messages. The people thought he was
wonderful.” 20 But our chief priests and

leaders handed him over to the Roman authorities. The authorities sentenced him
to die, and they killed him by nailing him
21
to a cross.
We were hoping that he
was the one who would free us Israelites
from our enemies! But this does not seem
possible now, because three days have already passed since he was killed. 22 In
spite of this, some women from our group
amazed us. Early this morning they went
to the burial chamber, 23 but the body of
Jesus was not there! They came back and
said that they had seen some angels in a
vision. The angels said that he was alive!
24
Then some of those who were with us
went to the burial chamber. They saw that
things were exactly as the women had reported. But they did not see Jesus.” 25
He said to them, ”You two foolish men!
You are so slow to believe all that the
prophets have written about the Messiah!
26
You should certainly have known that
it was necessary that the Messiah should
suffer all those things and die, and then
enter his glorious home in heaven!” 27
Then he explained to them all the things
that the prophets had written in the scriptures about himself. He started with what
Moses wrote and then explained to them
what all the other prophets wrote.
28

They came near to the village to which
the two men were going. He indicated
that he would go further, 29 but they urged
him not to do that. They said, “Stay with us
tonight, because it is late in the afternoon
and it will soon be dark.” So he went in the
house to stay with them. 30 When they
sat down to eat, he took some bread and
thanked God for it. He broke it and gave
some pieces to them. 31 And then God enabled them to recognize him. But immediately he disappeared! 32 They said to each
other, “While we were walking along the
road and he talked with us and enabled us
to understand the scriptures, we started
thinking that something very, very good
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was going to happen, although we did not
know what. We should not stay here; we
should go tell others what happened!” 33
So they left immediately and returned to
Jerusalem. There they found the eleven
apostles and others who had gathered together with them. 34 They told those two
men, “It is true that the Lord has become
alive again, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then those two men told the others what had happened as they were walking along the road. They also told them
how they both recognized him as he broke
some bread for them.

suffer and die, but on the third day after that he would become alive again. 47
They also wrote that those who believe
in him must preach everywhere that people should turn away from committing sin
and turn to God, so that he would forgive
their sins. The followers of the Messiah
should preach that message because God
sent them to do so. They wrote that they
should start preaching it in Jerusalem and
then go and preach it to all people groups.
48
You must tell people that you know that
those things that happened to me are true.
49
And I want you to know that I will
send the Holy Spirit to you, as my Father
36
As they were saying that, Jesus him- promised that he would do. But you must
self suddenly appeared among them. He stay in this city until God ﬁlls you with the
said to them, “May God give you peace!” power of the Holy Spirit.”
37
They were startled and afraid, because 50
Then Jesus led them outside the city unthey thought that they were seeing a
til they came near the village of Bethany.
ghost! 38 He said to them, ”You should not
There he lifted up his hands and blessed
be alarmed! And you should not doubt
them. 51 As he was doing that, he left them
that I am alive. 39 Look at the wounds in
and went up to heaven. 52 After they wormy hands and my feet! You can touch me
shiped him, they returned to Jerusalem
and see my body. Then you can see that it
very joyfully. 53 Each day they went into
is really I myself. You can tell that I am rethe temple courtyard, and spent a lot of
ally alive because ghosts do not have bodtime praising God.
ies, as you see that I have!” 40 After he said
that, he showed them the wounds in his
hands and his feet. 41 They were joyful
and amazed, but they still could hardly believe that he was really alive. So he said
to them, “Do you have anything here to
eat?” 42 So they gave him a piece of broiled
ﬁsh. 43 While they were watching, he took
it and ate it.
44

Then he said to them, “I will repeat
what I told you while I was with you: Everything that was written about me in
the Law of Moses, the writings of the
Prophets, and in the Psalms, all must be
45
Then he enabled them to
fulﬁlled!”
understand the things that had been written about him in the scriptures. 46 He
said to them, ”This is what you can read
in the scriptures: That the Messiah would
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one and only Son of the Father, who shows
us that God loves us faithfully and teaches
us about his truth.

Chapter 1

15

1

In the beginning was the Word. The
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was with God before he be3
gan to create anything.
He is the
one who carried out God’s command to
create everything—yes, absolutely everything that was made! 4 All life is in the
Word, so he could give life to everything
and everyone. The Word was God’s light
that shone on everyone, everywhere. 5
This light shone in the darkness, and the
darkness tried to put it out, but it could
not.
6

God sent a man named John. 7 He came
to testify to the people about the light.
What he said was true, and he proclaimed
that message so that everyone might believe. 8 John himself was not the light, but
he came to tell people about the light. 9
This was the true light that shines upon everyone, and that light was coming into the
world.
10

One day John the Baptizer was telling
people about the Word, and Jesus came to
him. John shouted to the crowd around
him, “I told you someone would come after me, someone who is much more important than I am. He existed long before
me, eternal ages before I was born. This
man here! This is that man I was talking
16
We have all beneﬁted very
about!”
much from what he has done. Again and
again, he has acted very kindly toward us.
17
Moses proclaimed God’s laws to the Jewish people. Jesus the Messiah was kind to
us far beyond what we deserved and he
taught us true things about God. 18 No one
has ever seen God. But, Jesus the Messiah,
who himself is God, is always close to the
Father, and he has made us know him.
19

This is what John gave as his testimony:
The Jews sent priests and the Levites from
Jerusalem; they came to ask John, “Who
are you?” 20 So John testiﬁed to them and
said, “I am not the Messiah!” 21 Then they
asked him, “What do you say about yourself? Are you Elijah?” He said, “No.” They
asked again, “Are you the Prophet whom
the prophets say will come?” John answered, “No.” 22 So they asked him once
more, “Then who do you claim to be? Tell
us so that we can go back and report to
those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” 23 He answered as Isaiah the
prophet had written, “I am the one shouting in the wilderness, ‘Make the road good
for the Lord to come to us.’ ”

The Word was in the world and, although he had made the world, none of
its people knew who he was. 11 Although
he came to the world he owned, and even
to his own people, the Jews, they rejected
him. 12 But all who took him into their
lives and trusted in him, to them he gave
the right to become God’s children. 13
These are children born from God. They
were not born by means of a normal human birth nor out of a human desire or 24
Some of these people came to John from
choice nor because of a husband’s desire
the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Since
to become a father.
you say you are not the Messiah nor Eli14
Now the Word became a real human jah nor the Prophet, then why are you bapbeing and lived here where we live for a tizing?” 26 John replied, ”I am baptizing
while. We have seen him display his splen- people with water, but there is now somedid and amazing nature, the nature of the one standing among you whom you do not
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know. 27 He follows after me, but I am not (which means ‘teacher’), tell us where you
important enough even to untie his san- are staying.” 39 He replied, “Come with me,
dals.”
and you will see!” So they came and saw
where Jesus was staying. They stayed with
28
These things happened at the village of
him that day because it was getting late (it
Bethany over on the east side of the Jorwas about 4 pm.)
dan River. That is the place where John
was baptizing.
40
One of those two disciples who followed
29
The next day John saw Jesus coming to- Jesus was named Andrew; he was Simon
ward him. He said to the people, ”Look! Peter’s brother. 41 Andrew ﬁrst went off
The Lamb of God, who will give his life as a to ﬁnd his brother Simon. When he came
sacriﬁce to take away the sins of the world. to him, he said, “We have found the Mes30
He is the one of whom I said, ‘Someone siah (which means ‘Christ’)!” 42 Andrew
will come after me who is more important took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked intently
than I am, because he existed long before at Peter, and said, “You are Simon. Your
me, eternal ages before I was born.’ 31 I father’s name is John. You will be given
did not know him at ﬁrst, but now I know the name Cephas.” Cephas is an Arawho he is. My work was to come and bap- maic name that means ‘solid rock.’ (Peter
tize with water those who were sorry and means the same thing in Greek.)
turned from their sins. I want the people
43
The next day Jesus decided to leave
of Israel to know who he is.”
the
Jordan River valley. He went to the
32
It was John’s work to tell us what he
region around Galilee and found a man
saw. He spoke like this: ”I saw God’s Spirit
named Philip. Jesus said to him, “Come
as he was descending from heaven in the
with me.” 44 Philip, Andrew, and Peter
form of a dove. The Spirit came down
were all from the town of Bethsaida (in
and remained on Jesus. 33 At ﬁrst, I myGalilee). 45 Then Philip went to search
self did not know him, but God sent me
for his friend Nathaniel. When he came
to baptize people with water, people who
to him, he said, “We have found the one
said they wanted to turn from their sinful
Moses wrote about, the Messiah. The
ways. God told me, ‘The man on whom
prophets prophesied that he would come.
you will see my Spirit descend and remain
The Messiah is Jesus. He is from the
is the one who will baptize all of you with
town of Nazareth. His father’s name is
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I bear
46
Nathaniel replied, “From
Joseph.”
witness to you that he is the Son of God.”
Nazareth? Can anything good come out of
35
John the Baptizer was at the same place Nazareth?” Philip replied, “Come and you
again the next day with two of his disci- will see!” 47 When Jesus saw Nathaniel apples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, proaching, he said this about him, “Look
he said, “Look! The Lamb of God, the there! There is an honest and good Isman whom God appointed to give his life, raelite! He never deceives anyone!” 48
like a lamb killed by the people of Israel Nathaniel asked him, “How do you know
37
as a payment for their sins!”
The what kind of man I am? You do not know
two disciples of John, when they heard me.” Jesus replied, “I saw you before
John, left John and followed him. 38 Je- Philip called you, when you were sitting
sus turned around and saw them follow- by yourself under the ﬁg tree.” 49 Then
ing him, and he asked them, “What are Nathaniel declared, “Teacher, you must
you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi be the Son of God! You are the King of Is-
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rael we have been waiting for!” 50 Jesus
replied to him, “Do you trust in me just
because I told you that I saw you under
the ﬁg tree? You will see me do things
that are much greater than that!” 51 Then
Jesus said to him, “I am telling you the
truth: Just like the vision your ancestor Jacob long ago saw, some day you will see
heaven opened up, and you will see God’s
angels going up and coming down on me,
the Son of Man.”

Chapter 2
1

Three days later, there was a wedding in
Cana, a city in Galilee, and Jesus’ mother
was there. 2 They also invited Jesus and
3
They
his disciples to the wedding.
served wine to those attending the wedding and they drank all the wine they had.
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They are out
of wine.” 4 Jesus said to her, “Madam,
what does that have to do with me? The
chosen time to begin my most important
work has not come yet.” 5 Jesus’ mother
turned and said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 There were six empty
stone jars there. They held water so that
the guests and servants could wash their
hands and feet, and so that other Jewish
rites of cleansing could be done. Each jar
could hold 75 to 115 liters. 7 Jesus said
to the servants, “Fill the jars with water!”
So they ﬁlled the jars to the brim. 8 Then
he told them, “Now, draw some water out
of a jar and take it to the director of the
feast.” So the servants did that. 9 The director of the feast tasted the water, which
had now become wine. He did not know
where the wine had come from, although
the servants knew. So he called the bridegroom to himself. 10 “Everyone serves the
best wine ﬁrst, and later when the guests
have drunk a lot and the best is gone, then
they serve the cheap wine. But you have

11
kept the best wine until now.”
That
was the ﬁrst miracle Jesus did, one that
signiﬁed truth about Jesus. He did it in
the village of Cana, in the region of Galilee.
There he showed that he could do amazing things. So the disciples trusted in him.
12

After this Jesus and his mother and
brothers, along with his disciples, went
down to the city of Capernaum, and they
stayed there a few days.
13

Now it was almost time for the Jewish
Passover Celebration. Jesus and his disciples went up to Jerusalem. 14 There in the
temple courtyard he saw men selling cattle, sheep, and pigeons. The animals were
sold to those who were making their sacriﬁces at the temple. He also saw men sit15
ting at tables selling temple money.
So Jesus made a whip from some leather
cords and he used it to drive out the sheep
and the cattle from the temple. He overturned the tables of the moneychangers
and scattered their coins on the ground.
16
He commanded those who were selling
pigeons, “Take these pigeons out of here!
Do not turn my Father’s house into a marketplace!” 17 This reminded his disciples
about what someone had written in the
scriptures long before, “I love your house
so much, O God, that I will die for it.”
18

The Jewish leaders asked him, “What
miracle can you do for us to prove you
have permission from God to do what you
are doing?” 19 Jesus replied to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will
rebuild it again.” 20 “Are you saying that
you are you going to rebuild this entire
temple is just three days?” they asked him.
“It took forty-six years to build this temple.” 21 However, the temple Jesus was
speaking about was his own body, not the
temple building. 22 Later, after Jesus had
died and God had raised him from the
dead, his disciples remembered what he
had said about the temple. They believed
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both what the scriptures said and what Je- it goes. It is just like that with everyone
sus himself had said.
who is made alive by the Spirit: The Spirit
gives a new birth to whomever he desires.
23
When Jesus was in Jerusalem during the 9
Nicodemus replied to him, “How can this
Passover Festival, many people trusted in
be true?” 10 Jesus replied to him, ”You
him because they saw the miracles that
are an important teacher in Israel, and yet
signiﬁed truth about Jesus. 24 Nevertheyou do not understand what I am saying?
less, Jesus knew what people were like, 11
I am telling you the truth, we say the
and because he knew them so well, he did
things that we know to be true, and we are
not trust them. 25 He did not need anyone
telling you what we have seen, yet none of
to tell him how evil people were. He knew
you to whom we speak these things trusts
everything about them.
what we are saying. 12 If you do not trust
what I say when I tell you about things of
this earth, how will you trust what I say
when I tell you about things of heaven? 13
I, the Son of Man, am the only one who
has gone up to heaven, and I am the only
1
There was a man named Nicodemus. He one who has come down here to the earth.
was a member of the Pharisees, a very 14 Long ago Moses, when he was in the
strict group within the Jewish faith of that wilderness during the Exodus, lifted up
day. He was an important man, a mem- a poisonous snake on a pole and all who
ber of the highest Jewish governing coun- looked up at it were saved. In the same
cil. 2 He went by night to see Jesus. He way, the Son of Man must be lifted up 15
said to Jesus, “Teacher, we know that you so that whoever looks up and trusts in him
are a teacher who has come from God. will have eternal life.
We know this because no one could perform the miracles you are doing unless 16 God loved the world in this way: He
3
Jesus replied to gave his only Son, so that anyone who
God helped him.”
what Nicodemus said, “I am telling you trusts in him would not die, but would
the truth, no one can enter God’s kingdom have everlasting life. 17 God did not send
unless he is born again.” 4 Then Nicode- his Son into the world to pronounce senmus said to him, “How can a person be tence on it, but to save it. 18 Everyone who
born again when he is old? No one can en- trusts in the Son, God will never condemn.
ter his mother’s womb and be born a sec- But everyone who does not trust in him,
ond time!” 5 Jesus answered, ”I guaran- God has already put under his condemnatee that this also is true, no one can enter tion, because they did not put their trust
God’s kingdom unless he is born both by in the name of the only Son of God. 19
water and the Spirit. 6 If someone is born God has made his justice for sinful people
from a human, that person is a human plain for all to see: His light has come into
being. But those who are born again by the world, but the people of this world
the work of God’s Spirit have a new spir- have loved their darkness and they hide
itual nature that God makes within them. from the light. They loved the darkness
7
Do not be amazed when I tell you that because what they were doing was ugly
you must be born again. 8 It is like this: and evil. 20 Everyone who does wicked
The wind blows wherever it wants. You deeds hates the light, and they never will
hear the sound of the wind, but you do come to it because the light exposes what
not know where it comes from or where they do and reveals how wicked they are.

Chapter 3
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21

But those who do what is good and true
come to the light so that what they do may
be seen by all and so that all might know
that they were obeying God when they did
these things.
22

After those things happened, Jesus and
his disciples went to the region of Judea.
He stayed there a while with his disciples
and he baptized many people.
23

John the Baptizer was also baptizing
people near the village of Aenon near
Salim in the region of Samaria. There was
much water in that place, and so many
people kept coming to John. 24 This is before the time when John’s enemies had
put him in prison. 25 An argument arose
between some of John’s disciples and one
particular Jewish man about washing to
make oneself acceptable to God. 26 Those
who were arguing came to John and said,
“Teacher, there was a man who was with
you when you were baptizing people on
the other side of the Jordan River. You
pointed him out to us and told us who he
was. Well, now he is baptizing across the
way in Judea and many people are going
out to him.” 27 John replied to them, ”A
person cannot receive even one thing unless God gives it to him. 28 You know I
was telling the truth when I told you, ‘I
am not the Messiah, but I was sent before him to make the road good for when
he came.’ 29 I am like the friend of the
bridegroom. I am standing there waiting
for the groom to come. The friend of the
bridegroom is very happy when he hears
the bridegroom’s voice when he ﬁnally arrives. Therefore, because all this has happened, my joy is overﬂowing because he
has come. 30 Over time he will grow in status and importance, and I will become less
and less important.

speak only of things that belong to the
earth. The one who comes from heaven
is above everyone on the earth and everything there is. 32 Now there is one here
who gives his testimony to what he has
seen and heard, but no one accepts what
he says or trusts it to be true. 33 However,
those who have trusted in what he said,
they testify that God is the source of all
truth, and that he alone is the measure
and standard of everything that is true. 34
God has sent his spokesman, and what he
has said is true, for he speaks God’s words.
And he gives his Spirit with no concern for
how much he gives. 35 The Father loves
the Son and he puts everything under his
power. 36 Whoever trusts in God’s Son has
everlasting life. Whoever does not obey
the Son of God can never have everlasting
life, and the righteous fury of God for every sin which that person has done will remain upon him forever.”

Chapter 4
1

Jesus got a report about the Pharisees.
They found out that Jesus was gaining
more followers than John the Baptizer
and that he was baptizing more people
than John was. 2 But Jesus himself was
not personally doing the work of baptizing; his disciples were doing that. 3 So
Jesus and his disciples left the region of
Judea and returned once more to Galilee.
4
Now they had to go through the region
of Samaria. 5 So they arrived at a town
called Sychar in the region of Samaria. Sychar was near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph long ago.
6
Just outside the town of Sychar was Jacob’s well. Jesus was very tired from his
long journey, and he sat down to rest be31
Jesus comes from heaven, and he is side the well. It was about noon. 7 A
higher in position than anyone else. We woman from Samaria came out to the well
have our home on earth, and we can to draw some water. Jesus said to her,
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“Give me a drink.” 8 Now his disciples had
left him alone because they had gone into
the town to buy food. 9 The woman said
to him, “I am surprised that you, a Jew, are
asking me, a woman from Samaria, for a
drink.” 10 Jesus replied to her, “If you had
known the gift that God wants to give you
and if you had known who is asking you
for a drink, you would have asked me for
a drink, and I would have given you liv11
ing water.”
”Sir, you do not have a
bucket or a rope with which to draw the
water up out of the well, and this well is
deep. Where would you get this living water? 12 You cannot be greater than our father Jacob. He dug this well that we use
today, and he drank from it himself, as
did his children and his animals.” 13 Jesus
replied to her, ”Everyone who drinks water from this well will be thirsty again, 14
but those who drink the water I will give
them will never be thirsty again. The water I give will become a spring of water
that ﬁlls them up and brings them everlasting life.” 15 The woman said to him,
“Sir, give me this water, so that I will never
be thirsty or have to come here to draw
water again.”
16

Jesus knew she did not understand what
he was saying, so he said to her, “Madam,
go and call your husband and bring him
here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I
do not have a husband.” Jesus said to
her, ”You are right in saying that you have
no husband, 18 because you have had not
one, but ﬁve, husbands, and the man you
are living with now is not your husband.
What you have said about not having a
husband is true.”
19

The woman said to him, ”Sir, I see you
are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped
God right here on this mountain, but you
Jews say that Jerusalem is the place we
must worship God. Who is right?” 21 Jesus said to her, ”Madam, believe me when

I say that a time is coming when neither
here on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem,
will people worship the Father. 22 You people in Samaria worship what you do not
know. We Jewish worshipers know whom
we worship because salvation comes from
the Jews. 23 The time is coming and has
now arrived when those who truly worship God will worship the Father spiritually and in truth. The Father searches for
such people so that they may worship him
in this way. 24 God is Spirit, and those
who worship him must worship him spiritually, and the truth must lead them in
worship.” 25 The woman said to him, “I
know that the Messiah is coming (the one
also called ”Christ“). When he comes, he
will tell us everything we need to hear.” 26
Jesus said to her, “I, who am speaking to
you now, I am he!”
27

Just then, the disciples came back from
town. They were amazed that Jesus was
talking with a woman who was not a member of his family. (That was against the
Jewish custom.) Nevertheless, no one was
brave enough to ask him, “What were you
doing talking to a woman by yourself?” or
“Why are you talking with her at all?”
28

The woman left her water jar there and
went back into town. She said to the people of the town, 29 “Come and see a man
who told me everything I have ever done!
He could not be the Messiah, could he?” 30
Many people started heading out of town,
going where Jesus was.
31

His disciples, who had just returned
with the food, urged him, “Teacher, eat
something.” 32 Jesus said to them, “I have
food to eat that you know nothing about!”
33
So they were saying to one another, “No
one else could have brought him something to eat, could they?” 34 Jesus said,
”I will tell what I am most hungry for: It is
to do what my Father who sent me wants
and to complete all his work. 35 At this
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time of the year you usually say, ‘There
are four months left, and then we will harvest the crops.’ Yet look all around you!
The ﬁelds are ready for harvest at this moment. The non-Jews are now wanting God
to rule over them; they are like the ﬁelds
that are now ready to be harvested. 36 The
one who believes this and is ready to work
in this kind of harvest is already receiving
his payment and is gathering much fruit
for eternal life. Those who sow the seed
and those who reap the harvest will be
glad together. 37 This statement is true:
One person plants the seeds, and another
person harvests the crops. 38 I sent you to
gather the harvest from a crop you did not
plant. Others have worked very hard, but
you are now joining in their work.”
39

Many Samaritans who lived in the town
of Sychar put their trust in Jesus because
of what they heard about him from all the
woman told them. She said, “He told me
everything I have ever done.” 40 When
the Samaritans came to Jesus, they urged
him to stay a longer time with them. So
he stayed there two more days. 41 Many
more of them trusted in Jesus because of
what he proclaimed to them. 42 They told
the woman, “We believe in Jesus now, not
just because of what you told us about him
but also because we have heard his message for ourselves. Now we know that this
man truly is the Savior of the world.”
43

After those two days in Samaria, Jesus and his disciples left and went to the
region of Galilee. 44 (Jesus himself conﬁrmed that a prophet receives honor in
many places but never in the place where
he grew up.) 45 However, when he arrived
in Galilee, many of the people there welcomed him. They knew who he was because they saw all the things he had done
in Jerusalem during the recent Passover
Festival that was held there. 46 Jesus went
back again to Cana in Galilee. (That was

where he had turned the water into wine.)
There was an oﬃcial of the king who lived
in Capernaum just twenty-seven kilometers away, and his son was very sick. 47
When that man heard that Jesus had come
back to Galilee from Judea, he went to Jesus in Cana and begged him, “Come down
to Capernaum and heal my son. He is
about to die!” 48 Jesus said to him, “Unless
you see me do things that prove who I am
and watch me do miracles, you will not
trust in me!” 49 Yet the oﬃcial said to him,
“Sir, please come down to my home before
my son dies!” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go.
Your son will live.” The man trusted what
Jesus said and he started on his way back
home. 51 As he was traveling down to his
home in Capernaum, his servants met him
along the road. They told him, “Your child
is going to live.” 52 He asked them, “At
what time did my son begin to improve?”
They said to him, “His fever ceased yesterday afternoon at one o’clock.” 53 Then
the boy’s father realized that this was the
time Jesus told him, “Your son lives.” So he
trusted in Jesus, along with everyone who
lived in his house.
54

That was the second time Jesus did
something to prove to people who he was.
He did it during the time that he came
to the region of Galilee, having traveled
there from Judea.

Chapter 5
1

Then the time came for another Jewish
festival, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem
for it. 2 There is in Jerusalem beside one
of the gates going into the city, a place
called the Sheep Gate. At that gate there
is a pool called Bethesda (as it said in Aramaic). Next to the pool are ﬁve roofed
porches or colonnades. 3-4 There was a
great number of people there who were
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sick, blind, and could not walk. Many people who could not walk were lying on the
porch. 5 One man who could not walk
had been there for thirty-eight years. 6 Jesus saw him lying there and realized that
he had been in this condition for a long
time. He said to the man, “Do you want to
become healthy and strong?” 7 The man
replied to him, “Sir, I have no one here to
help me get down into the pool when the
water is stirred. While I am trying to get to
the pool, someone else always steps down
in front of me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get
up! Take up your bed and walk!” 9 At
once the man was healed, and he picked
up his bed and walked.

God his own Father, claiming that he was
equal to God.
19

Jesus replied to them, ”I am telling you
the truth: I, the Son of Man, can do nothing on my own authority. I can do only
what I see the Father doing. Whatever the
Father does, that is what I, the Son, do. 20
The Father loves me, the Son, and shows
me everything he is doing. Even greater
works than these the Father will show me,
so that you may see what I can do and be
amazed. 21 As the Father raises up those
who have died and gives them life again,
so I, the Son, give life to anyone I want. 22
The Father judges no one, but has given
over all judgment to me, 23 so that all people may honor me, the Son, in the same
way that they honor the Father. Whoever
does not honor me cannot honor the Father. 24 I am telling you the truth: Anyone who hears my message and trusts that
God sent me has eternal life and will not
come into God’s judgment. Instead, he has
gone from being dead to being alive.

Now that day was the Sabbath, the day of
rest. 10 So the Jewish leaders said to the
man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath day, and you know it is against our
law for you to carry your mat on this day
of rest.” 11 The man who had been healed
said to them, “But the one who healed me
told me, ‘Take up your bed and walk!’ ” 12
They asked him, “Who was that man?” 13
25
I am telling you the truth: A time is comNow although Jesus had healed the man,
the man did not know his name. After ing when those who have died will hear
healing him, Jesus had left the man and my voice, that of me, the Son of God, and
those who hear me will live. 26 For as the
disappeared into the crowd.
Father is able to cause people to live, in
14
Later, Jesus found the man in the tem- the same way he has given power to me,
ple and said to him, “See, you are well now. the Son, to cause them to live. 27 The FaDo not sin anymore, so nothing worse will ther has given me authority to do whathappen to you.” 15 The man went away ever he knows is just, because I am the
28
and told the Jewish leaders that the man Son of Man.
Do not be surprised at
16
So the this because there will be a time when all
who had healed him was Jesus.
Jews began efforts to stop Jesus because people who have died will hear me call,
he was doing marvelous things and was 29 and they will come out of their graves.
showing his power and because he often God will raise to everlasting life those who
did those works on the Sabbath day. 17 have done good. But those who have done
Jesus gave this answer to them, “My Fa- evil—God will raise them up, but only to
ther is working even now, and I am also condemn them and punish them forever.
working.” 18 This is why the Jews were try- 30 I can do nothing on my own. Whatever
ing more and more to put Jesus to death, I hear from the Father, that is how I judge,
not only because he was breaking the Sab- and I judge in a just manner. I judge justly
bath day, but also because he even called because I do not try to do what I want, but
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what the Father wants, he who sent me all the while, you refuse to seek the true
here.
honor that comes from the one and only
God.
31
If I alone were the only one to be a 45
Do not think that I am the one who acwitness about myself, no one would be32 cuses you before my Father. You thought
lieve my witness to be true or reliable.
Nevertheless, there is someone else who Moses would defend you, so on him you
However, it is
bears witness about me, and I know that have set your hopes. 46
If you had achis testimony about me is true. 33 You Moses who accuses you.
have
sent messengers to John the Baptizer, and cepted what Moses said, you would
47
received
what
I
said
as
the
truth.
Since
34
he told you the truth about me.
I do
not actually need for him or anyone else you did not even believe in what Moses
to be a witness about me, but I am say- wrote, how could you possibly trust what
ing these things so that God can save you. I have said to you!”
35
John the Baptizer was a burning and
shining lamp, and you were glad to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 However,
the witness I give about myself is even
greater than the witness John gave about
1
me. All the things that the Father has al- Jesus went across the lake to the other
lowed me to do—I do those things every side. The name of the lake was the “Sea
day, and you see me doing them—those of Galilee” to some people; other people
2
A large
things tell much about who I am; they ex- called it the “Sea of Tiberias.”
plain my purpose for coming here. They crowd followed him because they had
are proof that the Father has sent me. 37 seen the wonders he had done in healing
3
The Father who sent me, he is the one who people who were very sick. Jesus went
has given testimony about me. You have up on a steep hillside and sat down with
4
never heard his voice and you have never his disciples. Now it was the time of the
seen him physically. 38 The proof that you year for the Passover Festival, a special
5
do not have his word living in you is that celebration of the Jews. Jesus looked up
you do not trust me, the one he sent. 39 and saw that there was a very large crowd
You carefully study the scriptures because of people making their way toward him.
you think that by studying them you will Jesus said to Philip, “Where will we buy
ﬁnd eternal life, and those scriptures tell bread so that all these people can have
6
about me. 40 Yet still you refuse to come to something to eat?” He asked Philip this
me in order that you might receive ever- question to test him, to see what sort of
answer he would give. However, Jesus allasting life from me.
ready knew what he was going to do about
41
If people praise me or congratulate me, this problem. 7 Philip replied to him, “If
I ignore them. 42 I know this about you, we had the money that a man can earn in
43
I have come two hundred days of work, it would not be
you do not love God.
with my Father’s authority, but still you enough money to buy bread to give each
do not welcome me or trust me. If some- person in this big crowd even a little piece
one else came with his own authority, you to eat.” 8 Another one of his disciples,
would listen to him. 44 How can you trust Andrew, who was Simon Peter’s brother,
in me when you work so hard for oth- said to Jesus, 9 “There is a boy here who
ers among yourselves to honor you? Yet has ﬁve little barley loaves of bread and

Chapter 6
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two small ﬁsh. Yet, how could so little food
feed so many people?” 10 The place where
the people were all coming together had
a lot of grass. So Jesus said, “Tell the people to sit down.” So all of the people sat
down, and after the disciples counted the
crowd, they found that there were about
ﬁve thousand people. 11 Then Jesus took
the small loaves of bread and the ﬁsh, and
he thanked God for them. Then he passed
the bread and the ﬁsh among all who were
sitting on the ground. The people ate all
the ﬁsh and bread they wanted. 12 When
everyone had ﬁnished eating, he said to
the disciples, “Gather up all the pieces of
barley bread that the people did not eat.
Do not let anything go to waste.” 13 So
they gathered up the pieces from the ﬁve
barley loaves, and they ﬁlled twelve large
baskets full from what was left over.

alized that there had been only one boat
there the day before. They also knew
that Jesus had not gone in the boat with
his disciples. 23 Some men came across
the lake from the city of Tiberias in other
boats they had. They put their boats near
the place where the people had eaten the
bread, that bread for which the Lord had
given thanks to God. 24 When the crowd
realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, some of them got into
those boats and sailed to Capernaum to
ﬁnd Jesus.
25

14

After the people saw the miracle that Jesus had performed in front of them, they
said, “Surely he is the Prophet that God
has been going to send into the world!”
15
Jesus knew what the people were planning; they were about to come and force
him to be their king. So he left them and
went up the mountain to be by himself.

They searched and found Jesus in Capernaum on the other side of the Sea of
Galilee. They asked him, “Teacher, when
26
did you come here?”
Jesus replied
to them, ”I am telling you the truth: You
are not looking for me because you saw
me perform miracles that show who I am.
No! You are looking for me only because
you ate until you were full of the loaves of
bread. 27 Stop working for food that will
soon spoil! Instead, work for the food that
will bring you everlasting life! That is the
bread that I, the Son of Man, God’s chosen
one, will give you. For God the Father approves of me in every way.”

16

28

When it was evening, his disciples went
down to the Sea of Galilee, 17 got into a
boat, and started to sail across the sea to
the city of Capernaum. It was now dark,
and Jesus was not with them. 18 A strong
wind started to blow, and the waves on
the sea became very rough. 19 After they
had rowed ﬁve or six kilometers, the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water and
coming near the boat. They were terriﬁed! 20 Jesus said to them, “It is I! Do
not be afraid!” 21 They were very glad to
take him into the boat. As soon as he was
with them, their boat arrived at the place
where they were going.

Then the people asked him, “What
works and service should we do to please
God?” 29 Jesus replied, “What God wants
you to do is this: Trust in me, the one
30
he has sent.”
So they said to him,
”Then perform another miracle to prove
who you are so that we can see it and believe that you came from God. What will
you do for us? 31 Our ancestors ate manna,
just as the scriptures say: ‘God gave them
bread out of the heavens to eat.’”
32

Jesus said to them, ”I am telling you the
truth: It was not Moses who gave your ancestors that bread from heaven. No, it was
my Father, the same one who is giving you
22
The next day the crowd of people that the true bread from heaven. 33 The true
had stayed on the other side of the lake re- bread of God is I, the one who has come
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down from heaven in order to make ev- tors ate the manna in the wilderness, but
eryone in the world truly able to live.”
they still died. 50 However, the bread that
I am speaking of is the bread that comes
34
They said to him, “Sir, always give us down from heaven, and the one who eats
this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them, ”Just as it will never die. 51 I am the bread that
people need food to live, everyone needs makes people truly live, the bread that
me to live spiritually. Those who take or- came down from heaven. If anyone eats
dinary food and water will become hun- this bread, he will live forever. The bread
gry and thirsty again. But for those who that I give for the life of the world is the
ask me and trust me to enable them to live death of my physical body.”
spiritually, I will do this for them. 36 Nevertheless, I have told you that, although 52 The Jews who had listened to Jesus were
you see me, you still do not trust me. 37 now angrily arguing among themselves.
All the people my Father gives to me will They could not understand how anyone
come to me, and I will never drive away could promise that others would eat his
anyone who comes to me. 38 I came down own body. 53 So Jesus confronted them
from heaven not to do what I want, but to with diﬃcult words: ”I am telling you the
do the will of him who sent me. 39 This truth: Unless you eat the ﬂesh of me, the
is what the one who sent me wants, that I Son of Man, and drink my blood, you will
lose none of those whom he has given me, never live forever. 54 Those who eat my
and that I raise all of them up on the last ﬂesh and drink my blood will live forever,
day. 40 For this is what my Father wants, and I will make them alive again at the
that everyone who looks in faith on me, last day 55 because my ﬂesh is true food
the Son, and who trust in me, will have ev- and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever
erlasting life. I will raise them up on the eats my ﬂesh and drinks my blood will
be joined to me, and I will be joined to
last day.”
him. 57 My Father, who makes everyone
41
The Jewish leaders began to grumble alive, has sent me, and I live because my
about Jesus because he said, “I am the Father has made me able to. In the same
bread who came down from heaven.” 42 way, those who feed on me will live forThey said, “Is this not Jesus, whose father ever because of what I will do for them.
is Joseph? Do we not know his father and 58 I am the true bread that comes down
mother? How can he say with any truth, from heaven. Anyone who eats me—this
43
Jesus bread—will never die, but will live for‘I have come from heaven’?”
answered them, ”Stop grumbling among ever! What I do is not like what hapyourselves. 44 No one can come to me un- pened to your ancestors because they ate
less the Father who sent me draws him to the manna and then died.” 59 Jesus said
me. The one who comes to me, I will raise these things while he was teaching in the
him up on the last day. 45 It is written in synagogue in the city of Capernaum.
the Prophets, ‘God will teach them all.’ Everyone who hears and learns from the Fa- 60 Many of his disciples said, “What he
46
ther comes to me.
No one has seen is teaching is hard to understand. How
the Father except me, the one who comes can anyone accept what he is saying?” 61
from God. I alone have seen the Father. 47 Jesus was aware that some of his disciI am telling you the truth: Whoever trusts ples were complaining, so he said to them,
48
I am the ”Does what I teach offend you? 62 What
in me has everlasting life.
bread that gives true life. 49 Your ances- would you say if you saw me, the Son of
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Man, go back up to heaven? 63 Only the
Spirit gives life that can make anyone live
forever. The human nature is no help in
this matter. The words I have taught you
tell you about the Spirit, and they tell you
about eternal life. 64 Yet there are some
of you who do not trust what I am teaching you.” Jesus said this because he knew
from the start of his work who it was who
would not trust in him, and he knew the
person who would betray him.
65

Then he said, “That is why I told you that
no one can come to me and to live forever
unless the Father makes him able to come
to me.”
66

From that time on, many of Jesus’ disciples turned back from following him. 67
So he said to the twelve, “You also do not
want to leave me, do you?” 68 Simon Peter replied, ”Lord, to whom would we go?
Only you have the message that allows us
to live forever! 69 We trust in you, and
we know for certain that you are the Holy
One whom God has sent!” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the
twelve disciples? Yet one of you is a devil!”
71
He was talking about Judas, the son of
Simon Iscariot. Even though Judas was
one of the twelve, he was also the one who
would later betray Jesus.

Chapter 7
1

After this, Jesus went to other areas in
the region of Galilee. He avoided traveling to Judea because the Jewish authorities were searching for a way to charge
him with a crime and to have him put to
death. 2 Now it was time for the Jewish
Festival of Shelters. This was a time to
remember when the Jewish people lived
in tents during the Exodus long ago. 3
Because the festival was to take place in
Judea, Jesus’ brothers said to him, ”Leave

here and go to Judea so your other followers can see the powerful works you can
do. 4 No one hides his work if he wants
people to know what kind of a person he
is. Show yourself to the world!” 5 For not
even his own brothers trusted in him or
thought he was telling the truth. 6 So Jesus said to them, ”It is not yet time for me
to bring my work to an end. However,
you can choose any time you want to accomplish whatever you wish. 7 The people who live for themselves and love the
things of this world cannot hate you, but
they do hate me. I am the one who tells
them that what they do with their lives is
evil. 8 You go ahead to the festival. I am
not going up now; it is not the right time
for me.” 9 After he said that, Jesus stayed
a little longer in Galilee.
10

However, a few days after his brothers
left for the festival, he also went, but he
did so secretly. 11 The Jewish opponents
of Jesus were looking for him, hoping to
ﬁnd him at the festival. They were asking
people, “Where is Jesus? Is he here?” 12
Among the crowds, many people were quietly speaking with each other about Jesus.
Some were saying, “He is a good man!”
Others were saying instead, “No! He is deceiving and misleading the crowds!” 13 Because they were afraid of the Jewish enemies of Jesus, no one spoke of him in
a public place where other people could
overhear what they were saying.
14

When the Festival of Shelters was about
half over, Jesus went to the temple courtyard and started to teach there. 15 The
Jews were amazed at what he was saying.
They said, “This man never studied our
doctrines with an approved instructor; he
never enrolled in our schools! How does
he know so much?” 16 Jesus replied to
them, ”What I teach does not come from
myself. It comes from the one who sent
17
If anyone chooses to do what
me.
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God wants, he will ﬁnd out if what I teach
comes from God or if I speak only by my
own authority. 18 Anyone who speaks on
his own authority speaks so others will
honor only him. However, if a servant
works hard to honor the person who sent
him, to give him a good reputation as a
man of integrity, there is no fault in that
kind of a servant. 19 Did not Moses give
you the law? Yet none of you does what
the law demands. You are the ones plotting to murder me right now!
20

Someone in the crowd answered, “You
have a demon! Name the person who
21
wants to put you to death!”
Jesus
replied to the crowd, ”Because I did one
work of power for you to see, you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you a law, and
that law says you must circumcise your
male children and that you must do that
exactly seven days after the children are
born. (To be accurate, this rite was from
your forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and not from Moses, who wrote down
the law about this practice.) Because of
that requirement in the law, you sometimes have to circumcise a baby on the
Sabbath day, and that is working, too!
23
You sometimes circumcise boys on the
Sabbath so that you will not violate the
law of Moses. So why are you angry with
me, saying I worked on the Sabbath when
I was healing a man! Healing someone is
more wonderful, and it is a greater work
than circumcising a baby! 24 Stop deciding whether healing this man was right or
wrong according to a false application of
God’s law, and that without any thought!
Instead, decide what a person should do
and how he should be judged by the principle of what is right and what is just according to God, not man.”

things publicly, but the authorities are not
saying anything to oppose him. Is that because they know he is the Messiah? 27
But this cannot be the Messiah! We know
where this man came from, but when the
Messiah comes, no one will know where
he is from.”
28

So while Jesus was teaching in the temple courtyard, he called out as he taught,
”Yes, you say you know me, and you think
you know where I am from. But I have
come here not because I appointed myself. Instead, the one who sent me bears
the truth as his testimony, and you do not
know him. 29 I know him because I have
come from him. He is the one who sent
me.”
30

Then they tried to lay their hands on
him, but no one could arrest him because
it was not yet the time for him to complete
his work and for his life to end. 31 Many
in the crowd, after they heard him and
saw his works, put their trust in him. They
said, “When the Messiah comes, will he be
able to do more miraculous signs than this
man has done?” 32 The Pharisees heard
them quietly speaking these things about
Jesus. So they, the chief priests and Pharisees together sent some oﬃcers to arrest
him.
33

Then Jesus said, ”I will be with you for
a only a short time. Then I am going back
to the one who sent me. 34 You will search
for me, but you will not ﬁnd me. Where
I am going, you cannot come.” 35 So the
Jewish people who were his enemies said
to themselves, ”Where can this man go
where we cannot ﬁnd him? Does he intend to go where the Jews are spread all
across the Greek world, and will he teach
the people there these new things? 36
What did he mean when he said, ‘You will
25
Some of the people from Jerusalem search for me, but you will not be able to
were saying, ”Is this not the man they are ﬁnd me,’ and when he said, ‘Where I am
trying to put to death? 26 He is saying these going, you cannot come?’”
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37

So on the last day of the festival, the
great day, Jesus stood up cried out with
a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him
come to me and drink.” 38 Whoever trusts
in me, as the scripture said, ‘Out of his
heart will ﬂow rivers of living water.’” 39
He said this about the Spirit, whom the
Father was going to give to those who
trusted in him. God had not yet sent the
Spirit to live within those who trusted
him because Jesus had not yet ﬁnished his
work, that work which would bring great
honor to God by saving his people through
his death.
40

When some of the crowd heard those
words, they said, “This truly is the Prophet
that we were expecting.” 41 Others said,
”The Messiah cannot come from Galilee.
42
Do not the scriptures say that Messiah
must come through the descendants of
David and that he must be born in Bethlehem, the village that was David’s home?”
43
So there was a division of opinion about
Jesus. 44 Some of the people wanted to arrest him. Yet no one laid a hand on him.
45

So the oﬃcers returned to the chief
priests and the Pharisees. These were the
oﬃcers that the rulers had sent to arrest
Jesus. The Pharisees said to the oﬃcers,
“Why did you not seize him and bring
him here?” 46 The oﬃcers replied, “No
one ever spoke like this man.” 47 Then
the Pharisees replied, ”Have you been deceived, too? 48 None of the Jewish authorities or the Pharisees have trusted in Jesus. 49 This crowd who does not know
the teachings of our laws, let them be
cursed!”
50

Then Nicodemus spoke. (He was the
one who had gone to see Jesus at night
to speak with him, and he was one of the
Pharisees.) He said to them, 51 “Our Jewish law does not permit us to condemn a
man before we have listened to him. First,
we give him a hearing, and we must learn

about what he has done.” 52 They replied
to him, “Are you also from Galilee? Search
carefully and read what is written in the
scriptures! You will ﬁnd that no prophet
comes from Galilee.”
53

[Then they all left and went to their own
homes.

Chapter 8
1

Jesus went with his disciples to the
Mount of Olives, and they stayed near
there that night. 2 Early the next morning, Jesus returned to the temple courtyard. Many people gathered around him,
and he sat down to teach them. 3 Then
men who taught the Jewish laws and some
who were Pharisees brought a woman to
him. She had been caught in the act of
adultery—she had been sleeping with a
man who was not her husband. They
made her stand up in the front of this
group so they could question her. 4 They
said to Jesus, ”Teacher, this woman was
caught committing adultery with a man,
someone not her husband. 5 Now Moses
commanded us in the law that we must
execute such a woman with stones. Nevertheless, what do you say we should do?”
6
They asked this question as a trap so
that they could accuse him of saying something wrong. If he said that they should
not kill her, they could say that he dishonored the law of Moses. However, if he
said that they should kill her, he would be
breaking the Roman law that reserved for
the governor the power to execute people.
However, Jesus bent down and wrote
something on the ground with his ﬁnger.
7
While they continued to question him,
he stood up and said to them, “Whichever
one of you has never sinned, you are one
who should lead the rest to punish her.
You throw the ﬁrst stone!” 8 Then Jesus
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stooped down and wrote some more on
9
the ground.
After they heard what
he said, those who were questioning him
started walking away, one by one, the
older ones ﬁrst and then the younger ones.
They knew they were all sinners. Finally
only Jesus was there with the woman. 10
Jesus stood up and asked her, “Woman,
where are those who accuse you? Has no
one brought a charge against you that you
must be punished?” 11 She said, “No, sir,
no one.” Then Jesus said, “I do not condemn you either. Go home now, and from
now on, do not sin like this anymore!”] [1]
12

Jesus spoke to the people again. He said,
”I am the light of the world. Anyone who
follows me will have the light that gives
life, and he will never walk in darkness
again. 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “It
sounds as though you are trying to convince us to trust you by talking about yourself more and more! What you say about
yourself does not prove anything!” 14 Jesus replied, ”Even if I were the only one to
say these things about myself, what I say
is true because I know where I came from
and I know where I am going. Nevertheless, you do not know where I came from
and you do not know where I am going.
15
You judge people according to human
standards and the laws of men. I have
not come at this time to judge anyone. 16
When I do judge, it will be right and just
because I am not the only one who will
bring justice. I and the Father who sent
me, we will execute justice together. 17
It is written in your law that a matter can
be settled only when there are at least two
witnesses to give evidence in the case. 18 I
am bringing evidence to you about myself,
and my Father who sent me also brings evidence about me. So you should believe
that what we tell you is true.”

me, and you do not know my Father. If
you knew me, you would also know my Father.” 20 He said these things when he was
near the treasury within the temple courtyard, the place where the people brought
in their offerings. Yet no one arrested him
because it was not yet time for him to die.
21

Jesus also said to them, “I am going
away, and you will seek me, but it is certain that you will die in your sin. Where
I am going, you cannot come.” 22 His
Jewish opponents said among themselves,
“Perhaps he is thinking that he will kill
himself, and that is what he means when
he says, ‘Where I am going you cannot
23
come.’ ”
Jesus continued saying to
them, ”You are from this earth below, but I
am from heaven above. You belong to this
world. I do not belong to this world. 24 I
told you that you will die and that God will
condemn you for your sins. This will certainly happen unless you trust that I am
God, as I say I am.”
25

“Who are you?” they asked him. Jesus
said to them, ”Ever since the very beginning, I have been telling you! 26 I could
judge you and say that you are guilty of
many things. Instead, I will say only this:
The one who sent me tells the truth, and
I tell the people in the world only what I
have heard from him.”
27

They did not understand that he was
talking about the Father. 28 So Jesus said,
”When you have lifted me up on a cross
to kill me—me, the Son of Man,— you will
know that I am God, and you will know
that I do not do anything on my own authority. Instead, I only say what my Father
has taught me to say. 29 He who sent me
is with me, and he has not left me alone
because I do only the things that delight
him.” 30 As Jesus was saying these things,
many more people trusted in him.

19

Then they asked him, “Where is your 31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who now
father?” Jesus replied, “You do not know were saying that they trusted in him, ”If
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you listen to all I teach you and live by
it in everything you do, you are truly my
disciples. 32 You will know the truth, and
the truth will lead you to be free from everything that made you its slaves.” 33 They
answered him, ”We are the descendants
of Abraham, and we have never been anyone’s slaves. Why do you say we need to
be free? 34 Jesus replied, ”I am telling you
the truth: All who sin obey their sinful desires just as a slave is forced to obey his
master. 35 Slaves will not remain as permanent members of a family but may be
set free to return home or sold. However,
a son is a member of the family forever.
36
So if the Son sets you free, you will be
absolutely free. 37 I know that you are
in Abraham’s family; you are his descendants. Yet, your people are trying to put
me to death. You will not trust anything I
say. 38 I tell you all about the wonders and
wisdom my Father has shown me, but you
are only doing what your father told you
to do.”

people ﬁrst sinned. He has abandoned
God’s truth; it is not in him. Whenever he
lies, he is speaking according to his character because he is a liar; everyone who
lies does what the devil wants him to do.
45
Because I tell you the truth, you do not
believe me! 46 Which one of you ﬁnds me
guilty of sin? Since I tell you the truth,
what reason do you give for not trusting
me? 47 Those who belong to God hear and
obey what he tells them. The reason that
you do not hear and obey his message is
that you do not belong to God.”
48

His Jewish enemies replied to him, “We
are certainly right in stating that you are a
Samaritan—you are not really a true Jew
at all!—and that a demon lives in you!” 49
Jesus replied, ”A demon does not live in
me! I honor my Father, and you dishonor
me! 50 I do not try to persuade people to
praise me. There is someone else who desires to give me what I deserve, and he is
the one who will judge everything that I
say and do. 51 I am telling you the truth: If
39
They replied to him, “Abraham is our anyone holds ﬁrm to my word and trusts
ancestor.” Jesus said to them, ”If you were in it as I gave it, that person will never
Abraham’s descendants, you would be do- die!”
ing the things he did. 40 I have been telling
you the truth that I heard from God, but 52 Then his Jewish enemies said to him,
you are trying to put me to death. Abra- ”Now we are sure that a demon lives
ham did not do things like that. 41 No! You within you! Abraham and the prophets
are doing the things that your real father died long ago! Yet you say that anyone
did.” They said to him, “We do not know who holds ﬁrm to what you teach will not
about you, but we are not illegitimate chil- die! 53 You are not greater than our father
dren. We have only one Father, and that Abraham. He died and all the prophets
42
Jesus said to them, ”If God died with him. So who do you think you
is God.”
were your Father, you would love me be- are?” 54 Jesus replied, ”If I tried to get peocause I came from God and now I have ple to praise me, that would be worthless.
come here to this world. I did not come It is my Father who praises me, my charbecause I myself decided to come but be- acter and goodness, and yet he is the one
cause he sent me. 43 I will tell you why of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 Alyou do not understand what I say. It is though you do not know him, I do know
because you do not accept my message or him. If I said that I did not know him, I
my teachings. 44 You belong to your father, would be a liar like you. I know him and
the devil, and you desire to do what he I always obey what he says. 56 Your father
wants. He was a murderer from the time Abraham was happy when, as a prophet,
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he looked forward and saw what I could one.” Others said, “No, but he just looks
do.”
like that man.” However, the man himself
10
So they said
57
Then the Jewish leaders said to him, said, “Yes, I am the man!”
“You are not ﬁfty years old yet! You have to him,11“How is it that you are now able to
seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “I see?” He replied, “The man called Jesus
am telling you the truth, before Abraham made some mud and used it like medicine
was, I AM.” 59 So they picked up stones to and put it on my eyes. Then he told me
put him to death. However, Jesus hid him- to go to the pool of Siloam and wash. So I
and then I could
self, left the temple, and went somewhere went there and washed,
12
They
said to him,
see
for
the
ﬁrst
time.”
else.
“Where is that man?” He said, “I do not
know.”
13

[1]

8:11 The best ancient copies do not have
John 7:35-8:11

Chapter 9
1

Some of the people there took the man
to a gathering of the Pharisees. 14 Now it
was on the Sabbath day when Jesus did
this miracle. 15 So the Pharisees asked the
man again about how he was now able to
see. He said to them, “The man put mud
on my eyes and I washed, and now I see.”
16
Some of the Pharisees said, “We know
this man Jesus is not from God because he
does not keep the Sabbath day.” Others
from that group asked, “If he were a sinner, how could he do such works of power
that everyone sees?” So there was a difference of opinion among the Pharisees. 17
They asked the blind man again, “What do
you say about him, since he is the one who
restored your sight?” The man said, “He is
a prophet.”

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man
who had been blind his whole life, since
the day he was born. 2 The disciples asked
him, “Teacher, whose sin caused this man
to be born blind? Was it this man himself
3
who sinned, or was it his parents?”
Jesus replied, ”It was not that either this
man or his parents sinned. He was born
blind so that today people may see the
powerful work God would do in him. 4
We must do the works of the one who sent
me while it is still day. Night is on the way 18 Now the Jews who were opposed to
and when it arrives, no one will be able to Jesus did not believe the man had been
work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am blind and then became able to see. So they
the light of the world.”
sent someone to bring in the man’s par6
When he said this, he spit on the ground. ents so that they could be questioned also.
He made mud with his saliva, and applied 19 They asked his parents, “Is this your
it like a medicine to the man’s eyes. 7 Then son? Do you say that he was blind from
Jesus said to him, “Go and wash in the pool the day he was born? How, then, is he
of Siloam!” (The name of the pool means able to see?” 20 His parents replied, ”We
‘sent’). So the man went and washed in the know that this is our son. We know that he
pool. When he came back, he was able to was blind when he was born. 21 Neverthesee. 8 The man’s neighbors and others less, we do not know how he is now able
who had seen him when he was begging to see. We also do not know who healed
said, “Is that not the man who used to sit his eyes. Ask him, he is old enough to
here and beg?” 9 Some said, “He is the speak for himself.” 22 The Jews who were
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against Jesus had previously agreed with
one another that they would take anyone
who declared that Jesus was the Messiah
and ban him from the synagogue. 23 That
is why his parents said, “Ask him, he is old
enough to speak for himself.”
24

So they called the man who had been
blind, and they asked him to come before
them a second time. When he got there,
they said to him, “Swear to God that you
will speak only the truth! We know that
this man who healed you is a sinner and
that he does not keep the law that Moses
gave us.” 25 He replied, “Whether he is a
sinner or not, I do not know. One thing
I do know is that I used to be blind, but
now I see.” 26 So they said to him, “What
did he do to you? How did he heal you so
that you now see?” 27 He answered them,
“I have told you that already, but you did
not believe me. Why do you want me to
tell you again? Do you also really want
to become his disciples?” 28 Then they
became angry and insulted him: ”You are
that man’s disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples! 29 We know that God spoke to
Moses; but about this man, we do not even
know where he comes from.” 30 The man
replied, ”That is very amazing! You do
not know where he comes from, but he is
the one who opened my eyes so that I can
see! 31 We know that God does not listen
to the prayers of sinners, those who ignore
his law, but he listens to people who worship him and who do what he wants. 32
Not since the beginning of the world has it
been heard anywhere that someone was
able to open the eyes of a man who was
blind from birth! 33 If this man had not
come from God, he could do nothing like
that!” 34 They replied to him, “You were
born in sin and have lived your whole life
entirely in sin! Do you think you are qualiﬁed to teach us?” Then they banned him
from the synagogue.

35

Jesus heard about what the Pharisees
did to the man he healed, how they threw
him out of the synagogue. So he went and
searched for the man. When he found
him, he said to him, “Do you believe in me,
the Son of Man?” 36 The man answered,
“Sir, who is he? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him. He is the one who is speaking to you now.” 38 The man said, “Lord, I
believe.” Then he went down on his knees
and worshiped him.
39

Jesus said, “I have come into this world
to judge the world so that those who do
not see may see and so that those who see
may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard him say
this, and they asked Jesus, “Are we also
blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, ”If you were
blind, you would have no guilt. However,
because you now defend yourself and say,
‘We see,’ your guilt is staying with you.

Chapter 10
1

”I am telling you the truth: The one who
enters into the sheep pen, must always enter through the gate. If he climbs in any
other way, he is not the one who cares for
the sheep, but he is a thief and a criminal
who steals the sheep. 2 The man who enters the pen through the gate is the true
shepherd, for he takes care of the sheep. 3
The hired man who guards the gate when
the shepherd is away will open the gate
for him when he comes. However, the
sheep recognize only the shepherd’s voice
and only when he calls them by name.
Then he leads them outside of the pen to
feed them and to give them water. 4 After
he has brought out all of his own sheep,
he goes in front of them. His sheep are eager to follow him because they know his
voice. 5 They will never follow a stranger
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who calls out to them. They will run away loves me is that I will sacriﬁce my life. I
from him because they do not recognize will give up my life, and I will take it up to
the stranger’s voice.”
live again. 18 No one is causing me to lay
down my life. I have chosen to sacriﬁce
6
Jesus used this illustration from the work myself. I have authority to lay down my
of shepherds. Nevertheless, his disciples life and I have authority to take it up and
did not understand what he was telling to live again. This work is from my Father,
7
them.
So Jesus spoke to them again, and he has commanded me to do it.”
”I am telling you the truth: I am the gate
through which all the sheep enter into the 19 After hearing these words Jesus had
pen. 8 All who came before me, they were been speaking, the Jews were divided in
thieves and criminals who stole the sheep; their opinion of him. 20 Many of them
but the sheep did not listen to them, and said, “A demon is controlling him and has
they would not follow them. 9 I myself am caused him to become crazy. Do not waste
like that gate. If anyone enters through time listening to him!” 21 Others said,
the gate and goes into the pen where the “What he is saying is not something a man
sheep are, he will be safe, and he will go oppressed by a demon would ever say. No
out and ﬁnd good pasture. 10 The thief demon can open the eyes of a blind man!”
comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. I
22
The time for the celebration called
have come so that they may have life and
the Festival of Dedication had now come,
that life will be full to overﬂowing.
the time when the Jewish people remem11
I am like a good shepherd. The good bered when their ancestors puriﬁed the
shepherd will die in order to protect and temple in Jerusalem and gave it to God
to save his sheep. 12 Someone pays the again. It was in the winter. 23 Jesus was
hired man money to watch over the sheep. walking in the temple courtyard in the
He does not treat the sheep like they be- place called Solomon’s porch. 24 The Jewlong to him; he is just an employee doing ish opponents of Jesus gathered around
a job. So when he sees a wolf coming to him and said, “How long will you keep us
kill the sheep, he does not risk his life. He wondering about who you are? If you are
leaves the sheep and runs away so that it the Messiah, tell us plainly so that we can
is possible for the wolf to attack the sheep, know.” 25 Jesus answered them, ”I have
seizing some of them and scattering oth- told you, but you would not believe me.
ers. 13 The hired worker runs away be- You know who I am because of the miracause he is only working for the money. cles and other things I do by my Father’s
He does not care about what happens to name and his authority. Those things tell
the sheep. 14 I am, myself, the good shep- you all you need to know about me. 26 You
herd. I know my own sheep, and my own do not believe in me because you do not
sheep know me, 15 just as I know my Fa- belong to me. You are sheep who belong to
ther, and my Father knows me. Because another shepherd. 27 My sheep hear my
of that, I am willing to die for my sheep. voice. I know each one of them by name;
16
I have other sheep that do not belong they follow me and obey me. 28 I give them
to the same group of sheep that you do. I eternal life. No one can ever destroy them,
will cause them to listen to me also. They and no one will ever be able to steal them
will listen to me, so there will eventually away from me. 29 My Father gave them to
be only one ﬂock of sheep under me, the me; he is greater than anyone, so no one
only shepherd. 17 The reason my Father is able to steal them away from him. 30 I

1501

JOHN
John said about this man is true!” 42 Many
people came to trust him; they put their
31
The enemies of Jesus again picked up
trust in who he was and in what he would
stones to throw at him and to put him to
do for them.
death. 32 Jesus said to them, “You have
seen me do many good works, things that
my Father had told me to do. For which of
them are you going to stone me?” 33 The
Jewish opponents replied, “We are wanting to take your life, not because you did 1 A man named Lazarus fell very sick.
any good work, but because you, just a He lived in the village of Bethany where
man, are insulting God and are making Mary and Martha lived. 2 This is the same
yourself God!” 34 Jesus replied to them, Mary who later would pour perfume on
”In the scriptures it is written what God the Lord to show her love and honor of
said to the rulers whom he had appointed: him, and would wipe his feet with her
‘I have said that you are like gods (with hair. It was her brother Lazarus who was
great honor and with power over many).’ sick. 3 So the two sisters sent someone to
35
God said that to those leaders when tell Jesus about Lazarus; they said, “Lord,
he appointed them. No one objected to the one you love is ill.” 4 When Jesus heard
that, and nothing that is in scripture can about Lazarus’ illness, he said, “This illbe shown to be false. 36 I am the one ness will not end in the death of Lazarus.
whom my Father chose to send here into The purpose of this illness is so that people
this world. So why are you angry with may see and know how great God is when
me for saying that I am equal with God he does wonderful things and so that I,
37
when I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?
the Son of God, also will show his great
If I were not doing the works that my Fa- power.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, her
ther told me to do, I would not expect you sister Mary, and Lazarus. 6 Nevertheless,
to believe in me. 38 However, because I when Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick,
am doing these works, place your trust in he delayed going to see him. He stayed
what these works tell you about me even where he was for two more days.
though you do not trust what I say. If you 7
to disciples, “Let us go back
do that, then you will know and under- Then he said
8
The
disciples said, “Teacher,
to
Judea.”
stand that my Father is in me and that I
just a short while ago the Jews who oppose
am in my Father.”
you wanted to murder you with stones,
39
After they heard that, they tried to seize and now you want to go back there again!”
Jesus again, but he got away from them 9 Jesus answered them, ”You know there
one more time.
are twelve hours of light in a day, is that
not true? The one who walks during the
40
Then Jesus went back across to the east
daytime will walk safely because he can
side of the Jordan River. He went to the
see what is in the road. 10 However, when
place where John the Baptizer had bapa person walks during the night, he may
tized many people at the beginning of his
easily stumble because he cannot see.”
ministry. Jesus stayed there for several
days. 41 Many people came to him. They 11 After saying these things, he said to
were saying, “John the Baptizer never per- them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
formed a miracle, but this man has per- asleep, but I will go there to wake him
formed many miracles! Everything that up.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord,
and the Father are one.”

Chapter 11
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if he has fallen asleep, he will get well.” 13
Jesus was really speaking about Lazarus’
death, but the disciples thought that he
was talking about the sleep that we all
know gives us rest. 14 Then he told them
plainly, “Lazarus has died.” 15 Jesus continued, “But, for your sakes, I am glad that
I was not there when he died so that you
may see why you can trust in me. Now it
is time; let us go to him.” 16 Then Thomas,
who was called ‘The Twin,’ said to the rest
of the disciples, “Let us also go with Jesus
so that we may die with him.”
17

When Jesus arrived in Bethany, he
found that Lazarus had already died and
had been in the tomb for four days. 18
Now Jerusalem was only about three kilometers from Bethany. 19 Many Jews knew
Lazarus and his family, and they came
from Jerusalem to comfort Martha and
Mary over their brother’s death. 20 When
Martha heard someone say Jesus was
nearby, she went out to the road to meet
him. Mary did not get up but stayed in the
house. 21 When Martha saw Jesus, she
said to him, ”Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. 22 Yet,
even now I know that whatever you ask
from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24
Martha said to him, “I know that he will
come alive again on the day when God
raises all the dead on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, ”I am the one who raises
people from the dead; I am the one who
gives them life. Whoever trusts in me,
even if he dies, yet he will live again. 26
All those who receive life joined to me and
who trust in me—they will never die. Do
you believe me?” 27 She said to him, ”Yes,
Lord! I trust what you say and I trust who
you are, that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, the one God promised would come
into the world.
28

house and took Mary her sister aside privately and said to her, “The Teacher is
here, and he is calling for you.” 29 When
Mary heard this, she got up quickly and
went out to him. 30 Now Jesus had not
yet come into the village; he was still at
the place where Martha had met him. 31
The people who had come to the house
to comfort the sisters saw Mary get up
quickly and go outside. So they followed
her, thinking that she was going to the
tomb where they had buried Lazarus in
order to grieve for her brother there.
32

Mary came to the place where Jesus
was; when she saw him, she fell down
before him at his feet and said, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her grieving and crying, and that the mourners
who had come with her were also crying,
he cried out in distress deep within his
spirit, and he was very upset. 34 He said,
“Where have you laid his body?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus
wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how much
he loved Lazarus!” 37 However, some others said, “Did he not open the eyes of the
blind man? Why could he not have kept
this man from dying?”
38

Jesus was physically shaken and emotionally upset when he came to the tomb.
It was a cave, and the entrance had been
covered by a large stone. 39 Jesus gave a
command to those standing there, “Take
away the stone.” However, Martha objected, “Lord, by this time there will be a
putrid odor, for he has been dead for four
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell
you the truth when I told you that if you
trusted me, you would see who God is and
you would know what God can do?”
41

So they took away the stone. Jesus
looked up toward heaven and said, ”Father, I thank you that you have heard me.
After she said that, she returned to the 42 I know that you always hear me. I said
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this for the sake of the people who are
standing here so that they might put their
trust in you and have conﬁdence in the
fact that you sent me.” 43 After he said that,
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” 44 The man who had died came
out! His hands were still wrapped and
his feet were still bound with linen strips
of cloth, and there was a cloth wrapped
around his face as well. Jesus said to them,
“Take off the strips of cloth that bind him
and untie him. Let him go.”
45

As a result, many of the Jews who had
come to see Mary and who had witnessed
what Jesus did, put their trust in him. 46
Nevertheless, some of the others went to
the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
had done. 47 So the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered all the members of the
Jewish council together. They were saying
to each other, ”What are we going to do?
This man is performing many miracles. 48
If we allow him to keep doing them, everyone will trust in him and rebel against
Rome. Then the Roman army will come
and destroy both our temple and our nation!”
49

One of them on the council was Caiaphas, the high priest for that year. He
said to them, ”You all know nothing! 50
Do you not realize that it is better that one
man die for the people than that the whole
nation perishes?” 51 He said that, not because he thought of it himself. Instead,
since he was the high priest that year,
he was prophesying that Jesus would die
for the Jewish nation. 52 But he was also
prophesying that Jesus would die, not just
for the Jewish nation only, but also so he
could gather into one nation from all the
children of God, those who live in other
lands everywhere. 53 So from that day forward, the council began to look for any
way to arrest Jesus and put him to death.
54

eled around publicly among his Jewish opponents. Instead, he left Jerusalem and,
with the disciples, went to a town called
Ephraim in an area near the wilderness
and desert region. There he stayed with
his disciples for a while.
55

Now it was almost time for the Jewish Passover Celebration, and many worshipers went up from the country and the
villages to Jerusalem. They would wash
themselves in preparation, to make themselves clean according to the Jewish rules,
so that they would be allowed to celebrate
56
the Passover.
The worshipers who
came to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival were all looking for Jesus. When they
came and stood in the temple, they said
to one another, “What do you think? He
will not come to the Passover, will he?” 57
The Jewish chief priests and the Pharisees
had issued orders that if anyone found out
where Jesus was, they should report it to
them, so that they could arrest him.

Chapter 12
1

Jesus arrived in Bethany six days before
the Passover Festival began. Bethany was
the village where Lazarus lived, the man
Jesus made alive again after he had died.
2
There in Bethany, they gave a dinner to
honor Jesus. Martha made preparations
for the dinner, and Lazarus was among
those who were sitting together and eating. 3 Then Mary took a bottle of expensive perfume (called nard) and, to honor
Jesus, she poured it out on his feet and
then wiped his feet with her hair. The
fragrance of the perfume ﬁlled the entire
house.
4

However, one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, (he was the one who broke the trust
Jesus had in him, and soon he would give
Because of that, Jesus no longer trav- Jesus up to his enemies)—he objected and

1504

JOHN
said, 5 “We should have sold this perfume
for three hundred days’ wages and given
the money to the poor.” 6 He said this, not
because he cared about the poor people,
but because he was a thief. He kept charge
of the bag that held their money, but he
would take money for his own use whenever he wanted. 7 Then Jesus said, ”Leave
her alone! She bought this perfume for
the day when I would die and they would
bury me. 8 You will always have the poor
with you, but you will not always have
me.”

ished his work and had received again his
full powers as God, they looked back and
remembered what the prophets had written about him and what people had done
to him.
17

The crowd that was following along
with Jesus kept telling others what they
had seen: That Jesus had called Lazarus
out of the tomb and had made him alive
again. 18 The other crowd of people, those
who went out of the city gate to meet Jesus,
did so because they heard he had done
great things to show them his power. 19
9
A large crowd of Jews in Jerusalem heard So the Pharisees said to each other, “See!
that Jesus was in Bethany, so they went We are gaining no advantage here. Look!
there. They came not only because Je- The whole world is following him!”
sus was there, but also to see Lazarus, 20
Among those who went up to Jerusalem
whom Jesus had made alive. 10 Then the
during
the Passover Festival were some
chief priests decided it was necessary to
21
They came to Philip, who was
put Lazarus to death, as well, 11 for it Greeks.
from
Bethsaida
in the district of Galilee.
was because of him that many of the Jews
were no longer believing in what the chief They had something to ask him; they said,
22
priests were teaching; instead, they were “Sir, would you introduce us to Jesus?”
So Philip reported this to Andrew, and
putting their trust in Jesus.
they both went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus an12
The next day the large crowd that had swered Philip and Andrew, ”It is time for
come for the Passover Festival heard that God to show the people everything that I,
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 So the Son of Man, have done and to tell them
they cut branches from palm trees and all that I have said. 24 I am telling you the
went out to welcome him as he came into truth: Unless a seed of wheat is planted
the city. They were shouting, “Hosanna! in the earth and dies, it remains only one
Praise God! God bless the One who comes seed; but after it dies in the ground, then it
in the Name of the Lord! Welcome, King will grow and produce a harvest of many
25
of Israel!” 14 When Jesus came near to seeds.
Anyone who tries to live to
Jerusalem, he found a young donkey and please himself will fail, but anyone who
sat on it, riding into the city. By doing this, does not live to please himself will keep
he fulﬁlled what had been written in scrip- his life forever. 26 If anyone wants to serve
ture:
me, he must also follow me because my
15
”Do not be afraid, you who live in servant must be where I am. The Father
will honor everyone who serves me.
Jerusalem.
27

Now my soul is greatly troubled. Should
I say, ‘Father, save me from this time
He is riding on a donkey’s colt!”
when I will suffer and die!’? No, for this
16
When this happened, his disciples did is the very reason I came into this world.
not understand that this was a fulﬁllment 28 My Father, show how powerful you are
of prophecy. However, after Jesus had ﬁn- in all you have said, in all you have done,
Look! Your King is coming.
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and in all you are!”

If they could, they would understand;

Then God spoke from heaven, “I have already displayed my nature, my words,
and my works; and I will do it again!” 29
The crowd that was there heard the voice
of God, but some said it was just thunder. Others said an angel had spoken to
Jesus. 30 Jesus replied to them, ”The voice
you heard speaking was God’s voice. However, he spoke not for my beneﬁt, but for
yours! 31 Now is the time for God to judge
the world. Now is the time when he will
drive out Satan, the one who rules this
world. 32 As for me, when people raise
me high on a cross, I will draw everyone
to myself.” 33 He said this to let the people
know how he would die.
34

Someone in the crowd answered him,
“We understand from the scriptures that
the Messiah will live forever. So why do
you say that the Son of Man will die? Who
is this ‘Son of Man’?” 35 Jesus answered,
”My light will shine on you for just a little longer. Walk in the light while you
have my light, or the darkness will overtake you. Those who walk in the darkness
cannot see where they are going! 36 Trust
in that light while you have the light; then
you will belong to the light.
After he said those things, Jesus left them
and hid from them. 37 Although Jesus had
done many miracles, most of the people
did not believe what he had told them. 38
This was to make come true what Isaiah
the prophet had written long ago:
”Lord, who has believed anything that
they have heard from us?
The Lord has shown us how he can powerfully rescue us!” 39 Yet, they could not
trust in him for the reason that Isaiah had
written: 40 ”The Lord has made them so
they cannot see,
and he has made them stubborn;
they cannot even see with their eyes,

they would repent and pray for me to
forgive them.
For this reason, I cannot heal them!”
41

Isaiah wrote those words long ago because he understood that the Messiah
would serve God powerfully.
42

Although this was true, many of the
leaders of the Jewish people put their trust
in Jesus. Nevertheless, they greatly feared
that the Pharisees would ban them from
the synagogues, so they did not speak out
about trusting in Jesus. 43 They preferred
that other people praise and respect them
rather than that God would praise them.
44

Jesus shouted out to the crowd that had
gathered, ”Those who put their trust in me
are not only putting their trust in me but
also are putting their trust in the Father
who sent me. 45 When you see me, you
are also seeing the one who sent me. 46
I have come into the world as the light of
the world; whoever puts his trust in me
will not remain in the darkness.
47

I do not judge those who listen to
my words but refuse to obey me. I did
not come into the world to condemn the
world. 48 Yet, there is something that will
condemn those who reject me and do not
follow my message. They are condemned
by the message I have spoken to them. 49
When I taught about God, I was not merely
saying what I thought. The Father, who
sent me, gave me clear instructions on
what I should say and how I should say it.
50
I know that the Father’s most important
instructions are the ones that teach people how to live forever, and I have said exactly what my Father has told me to say.”

Chapter 13
1
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Festival was to begin. Jesus knew it was
time for him to leave this world and to return to his Father. He showed how much
he loved those who were with him here
in this world, and he loved them until the
end of his life. 2 Before Jesus and the disciples had their evening meal, the devil had
already put the thought into the mind of
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, that he
would hand Jesus over to his enemies. 3
Yet Jesus knew that his Father had given
him complete power and authority over
everything. He also knew that he himself
had come from God and would soon return to God. 4 Jesus got up from the dinner. He took off his outer clothing and
wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 He
poured out some water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to
wipe them dry with the towel.

other’s feet. 15 I have given you an example to follow in order that you should do
as I have done for you. 16 I am telling you
the truth: A servant is not greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than
the one who has sent him. 17 If you know
these things, how fortunate you will be if
you do them.
18

I am not saying this about all of you. I
know the ones I have chosen. However,
what is written in scripture must come
true: ‘The one who ate my food with me
as a friend, he has turned against me and
treated me like an enemy.’
19

I am telling you this now before he
hands me over so that when it does happen, you may believe that I am God. 20 I
am telling you the truth: If you receive the
one I send to you, you are also receiving
me; and whoever receives me, is also re6
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ceiving my Father, the one who sent me.”
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
21
7
After Jesus said this, he was troubled
Jesus replied to him, “You do not unwithin
himself. He solemnly declared, “I
derstand now what I am doing for you,
8
Peter am telling you the truth: One of you is gobut later you will understand.”
22
said, “You will never wash my feet!” Je- ing to hand me over to my enemies.”
sus replied to him, “If I do not wash you, The disciples looked at one another. They
then you have nothing to do with me.” 9 were confused about which of them he
23
One of the disciples,
So Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, wash was talking about.
not only my feet! Wash my hands and my John, the one whom Jesus especially loved,
24
10
Simon
head also!”
Jesus said to him, “One was at the table next to Jesus.
Peter
motioned
to
John
that
he
should
ask
who has taken a bath needs only to wash
his feet. The rest of his body is already Jesus which disciple he was talking about.
25
So John leaned back against Jesus and
clean. You are clean, but not all of you.” 11
26
He knew who was going to hand him over. asked him quietly, “Lord, who is it?”
That is the reason he said, “Not all of you Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I
will give this piece of bread after I dip it in
are clean.”
the bowl.” Then he dipped the bread and
12
After he ﬁnished washing their feet, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.
put his outer clothing on again. Then he 27 As soon as Judas took the piece of bread,
sat down at his place again and said, ”Do Satan entered in to him and took control
you understand what I have done for you? of him. Jesus said to him, “Whatever you
13
You call me ‘teacher’ and ’Lord. You are need to do, do it quickly.” 28 No one else
right to say this, for that is what I am. 14 at the table knew why Jesus had said that
If I, your teacher and Lord, have washed to him. 29 Some thought that because Juyour feet, you also ought to wash one an- das had the money bag, Jesus was telling
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him to go and buy some things needed for to be with me, so that where I am, there
the Passover Festival. Others thought Je- you may be with me. 4 You know where I
sus was telling Judas to give something to am going, and you know the way.”
the poor. 30 After receiving the bread, im- 5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
mediately Judas went out. It was night.
know where you are going. How can we
31
After Judas left, Jesus said, ”Now God know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, ”I am
will make people know what I, the Son of the way, I am the truth, and I am the life.
Man, am doing. I, the Son of Man, will No one can come to the Father and live
make people know what God is doing as with him unless he comes through me. 7
well, and people will praise him for it. 32 If you knew me, you would have known
Since I, the Son of Man, make God known my Father also. From now on, you know
to people and since I honor him, God will him and you have seen him.”
also honor me. God will do this immedi8
Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the
ately.
Father and that will be all we will ever
33
Little children, I am with you just a lit- want!” 9 Jesus said to him, ”Philip, I have
tle while longer. You will look for me; but, been with you so long, and still you do not
just as I told the Jews, and as I am now know me. Those who have seen me, have
telling you, where I am going, you cannot seen my Father. So why do you say ‘Show
34
I will give you this new com- us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that
come.
mand: You must love one another, just as I I am joined to my Father and that my Fahave loved you. 35 If you love one another, ther is joined to me? The things I have
all people will know that you are my disci- told you—I did not think of these things;
ples.”
rather, it is my Father who has sent me
36
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where to tell you all of these things, for my Faare you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I ther is joined to me and works through
am going, you cannot come with me now; me. 11 Trust me because I have told you
but you will come later.” 37 Peter said, that I am joined to the Father and that the
“Lord, why can I not come with you now? Father is joined to me, or else trust me beI would lay down my life for you!” 38 Jesus cause of all the signs and mighty acts you
12
I am telling you
answered, “Would you really lay down have seen me do.
your life for me, Peter? I am telling you the truth: Whoever trusts in me will also
the truth: The rooster will not crow in the do the things that I do. He will do even
morning before you will say three times greater works because I am going to be
with the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in
that you do not know me!”
my name, that I will do. I will do this in
order that everyone might honor the Father and that they might know the Father
because of everything that I, his Son, do. 14
If you ask the Father for anything because
1
”Do not be upset or anxious. You are
you belong to me, I will do it.
trusting in God; trust also in me. 2 Where
my Father lives there are many places to 15 If you love me, you will live as I have
live. If that were not true, I would have taught you. 16 Then I will ask the Father
told you. I go there to prepare a place for to give you another gift, and he will send
you. 3 If I am going there to prepare a you another Helper, one who will come
place for you, I will return and take you alongside you to be with you forever. 17

Chapter 14
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He is the Spirit who tells the truth about
God. The unbelieving people in this world
will never welcome Him. The world cannot see him or know him. You know him
because he lives with you and he will be
18
joined to you.
I will not abandon
you and leave you with no one to care for
you; I will come to you. 19 Soon the world
will not see me anymore, but you will see
me. Because I live, you will live. 20 When
you see me again, you will know that I
am joined to the Father and that you are
joined to me and I to you. 21 Everyone
who has heard my commandments and
obeys them, they are the ones who love
me. And the ones who love me, my Father
will love them, too; I will love them and I
will reveal myself to them.”
22

Then Judas (not Iscariot, but the other
disciple with the same name) spoke to Jesus. He said, “Lord, how will you reveal
yourself just to us and not to the whole
world?” 23 Jesus replied to him, ”This is
how you can tell whether people love me:
Whether they do what I have told you to
do. Any people like this, my Father will
love them. He and I will come to them
and live with them. 24 As for those who
do not love me, they will not obey what
I have told them to do. The things I have
told you are not things that I have decided
to say on my own; instead, they are things
that my Father has sent me to tell you.
25
I have said these things to you while
I am still with you. 26 The Helper, the
one who comes alongside to be with you—
my Father will send him in my name. He
will teach you everything that you need to
know. He will also cause you to remember all the things that I have told you. 27
As I leave you with peace, it is my peace
that I am giving to you. I give you a kind
of peace no one and nothing that belongs
to this world can give you. So do not be
upset or anxious; and do not be afraid.

28

You heard me say to you that I am going
away and will later come back to you. If
you loved me, you would be glad that I am
going back to the Father because the Father is greater than I am. 29 I have told you
these things now before they happen so
that, when they do happen, you will continue to trust me. 30 I will not be able
to talk with you much longer because the
ruler of this world is coming. However,
he has no power over me, 31 and I will do
what the Father has commanded me to do.
This is so that the world will know forever
that I love the Father. Come, let us go from
here.”

Chapter 15
1

”I am the true vine, and my Father is
the gardener. 2 Every branch in me that
does not grow fruit—my Father cuts it off
and takes it away. As for every branch
that gives good fruit, he makes it clean
by pruning it so that it may produce even
3
You are already pure bemore fruit.
cause of the message I spoke to you. 4
Remain joined to me, and I will remain
joined to you. As the branch cannot bear
any fruit on its own, neither can you bear
fruit unless you stay joined to me and depend upon me for everything.
5

I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain joined to me and I remain
joined to you, you will bear much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing at all. 6
Everyone who does not stay joined to me
and draw his life from me will be thrown
away like a dead branch. Those branches
are gathered together and thrown into the
ﬁre and burned. 7 If you stay joined to me
and live by my message, you can ask God
for anything, and he will do it. 8 When
you bear much fruit, it causes people to
honor the Father. Then you are my disciples.
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As the Father loved me, so I have loved
you. Continue to allow me to love you. 10
If you obey what I tell you to do, you will
continue to allow me to love you. You will
be like me in this way: I obeyed what my
Father required me to do, and because of
my obedience, I have stayed in his love.
That will be true of you, too. 11 I told you
these things so that my joy may be in you,
and so that you may rejoice to the fullest
12
What I command you to do
extent.
is this: Love each other in the way that
I have loved you. 13 No one has greater
love than a person who gives up his life for
his friends. 14 You are my friends if you
not only listen to my commands but also
live by them. 15 I no longer call you my
servants, for the servant does not understand what his master is doing. I now call
you friends, for everything I heard from
my Father I made it all known to you so
that you also could understand it. 16 You
did not choose me, but I chose you for a
reason, so that you should go out and bear
much fruit and so that your fruit should
last forever. As a result, everything you
ask the Father in my name, he will do for
you. 17 This is what I command you to do:
Love one another.

sent me and because they do not know my
Father, who has sent me to you. 22 If I had
not come and spoken God’s message to
them, they would not have been guilty of
rejecting me and my message. However,
now I have come and told them God’s message, and they have no excuse for their sin.
23
Whoever hates me also hates my Father.
24
If I had not done those things among
them, those things in which I showed my
power, things that no one else has ever
done, they would not have been guilty of
sin. Yet now that they have seen me, they
hate me, and they hate my Father, too. 25
These words were written in their law and
have now come true: ‘They hated me for
no reason.’
26

When the Helper comes, he is the one
who will come from the Father and who
will comfort you. He is the Spirit who tells
the truth about God and me. He will tell
everyone who I am, and he will show everyone all that I have done. 27 You also
must tell everyone what you know about
me because you have been with me the
whole time from the very ﬁrst days when
I began to teach the people and to do miracles.”

18

If the world despises you, you should realize that it hated me ﬁrst. 19 If you belonged to the unbelievers in this world,
the world would love you, and you would
love what they love and do what they do.
But you do not belong to them; instead, I
chose you to come out from among them.
That is the reason the unbelievers in this
world despise you. 20 Remember when I
taught you this: ‘A servant is not greater
than his master.’ Since they have made
me suffer, you can be sure they will make
you suffer also. If any of them have received my teachings and followed them,
they will also follow what you teach them.
21
The unbelievers in this world will do
horrible things to you because you repre-

Chapter 16
1

I told you these things so that you would
not stumble or stop trusting in me because
of the diﬃculties you must face. 2 Diﬃcult
days are ahead. Your enemies will stop
you from worshiping in the synagogues.
However, something even worse will happen. The days are coming when people
will put you to death and think that they
are pleasing God. 3 They will do this because they have not known the Father or
me. 4 I have told you these things so that at
the time when these hardships come, you
will remember that I warned you. I did
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not tell you these things at the beginning Then after a little while, you will see me
because I was with you then.
again.” 17 So some of his disciples said
to one another, “What does Jesus mean
5
”Now I am going back to the Father. He
when he says to us, ‘In a little while, you
is the one who sent me. Yet none of you
will not see me,’ and ‘after a little while,
dares to ask me, ‘Where are you going?’
you will see me again’ and what does he
6
Because I have said these things to you,
mean by ‘because I am going back to my
now sorrow has ﬁlled up your hearts. 7 I
Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does
tell you the truth, it is good for you that
he mean by saying, ‘after a little while’?
I am going away. Unless I go away, the
We do not understand what he is saying.”
Helper who comforts you will not come. If
I go away, I will send him to you. 8 When 19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him
the Helper comes, he will convict them more questions. So he said to the disciof the sins they have committed; he will ples, ”Why are you asking each other what
show them that they do not reach God’s I meant? I said that in a little while, you
standard of goodness; and he promises would not see me; and then after a litthem that God will judge them because tle while, you would see me again. 20 I
they did what God commanded them not am telling you the truth: You will cry and
to do. 9 Their guilt from sin comes because grieve, but those who belong to this world
they could not put their trust in me. 10 will rejoice. You will go through great sadTheir failure to measure up to God’s stan- ness, but your sadness will turn into joy.
dard of goodness is conﬁrmed because I 21 This is like a woman who is suffering
am going back to my Father, and you will the pains of labor when giving birth. Afno longer see me. 11 Their ﬁnal account- ter her baby is born, she forgets her aning will come when God brings his pun- guish because of the joy she has that her
ishment against them for their sin. This is child has been born into the world. 22 You,
shown by the punishment that Satan, the like her, have sorrow now, but I will see
prince of this world, will receive because you again and God will give you great joy,
he fought against God.
joy no one can take from you. 23 On that
12

I have many more things I want to tell
you. However, if I tell you now, you will
not be able to live well knowing these
things. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will lead you into all the truth you
need to know. He will not speak from his
own authority, but whatever he hears he
will tell you, and he will tell you ahead of
time about things that will happen. 14 The
Spirit will honor me by telling you who I
am and showing you what I have done. He
will explain to you everything he heard
from me. 15 Everything my Father has
belongs to me. That is why I said that the
Spirit will take whatever he receives from
me and will explain it to you.
16

day, you will have no more questions to
ask me. I am telling you the truth: Whatever you ask the Father, he will it give it to
you when you ask because you are joined
to me. 24 Up until now, you have not asked
for anything like that. Ask and you will
receive it, and God will give you such joy
that ﬁlls everything.
25

I have been speaking these things using language of parables and riddles, but
there will soon be a time when I will no
longer use that kind of language. Instead,
I will tell you all about my Father in language that you can clearly understand. 26
At that time you will make your requests
to God in my name and according to God’s
In a little while, you will not see me. purposes. I will not have to ask the Father
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to meet your needs, 27 for the Father himself loves you because you have loved me
and have put your trust in me and because
you know that I came from God. 28 I came
from the Father, and I entered this world.
Now I am leaving this world, and I am going back to the Father.”
29

Then his disciples said, ”Finally! Now
you are speaking plainly and not using ﬁgurative language. 30 Now we understand
that you know everything. There is no
need to ask you questions. This is why we
gave you our trust, and we know for certain that you came from God.”
31

Jesus replied to them, ”Do you now ﬁ32
nally put your trust in me?
Look!
The time is coming when others will scatter you everywhere! Each one will go toward his own home, and you will leave
me. However, I will not be alone because
the Father is always with me. 33 I have told
you these things so you may have peace in
me. In the world you have trials and sorrows, but be brave! I have conquered the
world!”

Chapter 17
1

After Jesus said these things, he looked
up to the sky and said, ”Father, it is time
for you to announce to everyone and to
tell them who I, your Son, am, and to show
them all that I have done. Do this so that
I, your Son, may reveal you to everyone
who you really are, the great King who
can do anything. 2 Do this just as you
have allowed me, your Son, to rule over
all people. Father, you have done this in
order that I might be able to them live
forever—all whom you have given to me.
3
This is everlasting life: To know you,
Father—you, who are the only true God,
and to know me, Jesus the Messiah, the
one whom you have sent into the world.

4

I have brought all kinds of people to you
to show them all about you. I did this by
ﬁnishing the work you gave me. 5 Father,
give me honor by bringing me into your
own presence, as we were before the time
we created the world.
6

Those whom you chose from everyone in
this world to belong to me—I have taught
them who you really are and what you are
like. They belonged to you and you have
given them to me. They have believed
in what you said to them, and they have
obeyed it. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.
8
I gave them the message that you gave
me. They accepted it, and now they know
for sure that I came from you, and they believe that you sent me. 9 I am praying for
them. I am not praying for those who belong to this world, those who continue to
oppose you. I am praying for those whom
you gave me because they belong to you.
10
All I have belongs to you, and all you
have is mine. They know who I am, and
they sincerely tell the truth about who I
am. 11 I am not staying in the world any
longer. However, they are staying in the
world. I am coming to you. Holy Father,
keep them safe; keep them belonging to
yourself by the same power that you gave
to me so that they may be united together,
just as we are. 12 While I was with them, I
kept them safe and watched over them by
your own power. Not one of them was lost,
except the one whom you had destined
for destruction, as the scriptures foretold
long ago.
13

Now I am coming to you, Father. I have
said these things while I am here in the
world so that I may give them my complete joy. 14 I have spoken your messages
to them, and the world has hated them
and would not listen to your message. The
world hated them because, like me, they
do not belong to this world, but they have
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another home.
I am not asking for
you to take them out of this world, but
instead for you to protect them from the
harm that the evil one can do to them.
16
They do not belong to this world, just
as I do not. 17 Set them apart for yourself by teaching them the truth about yourself. Teach them what they need to know
so that you can set them apart, for your
messages are completely true. 18 As you
sent me into the world, I am sending them
into the world. 19 I am giving myself completely to you for their sakes so that they
can truly give themselves to you.
20

”I am praying not only for these, but also
I am praying for those who will trust in me
when they hear their message. 21 I pray
that they may all be united, just as you
and I are united. Father, you are united
to me, and I am to you—may they also
be united to us. Do this so that the world
will know you sent me. 22 I have shown
them who I am, and they have seen what
I have done. I have taught them this so
that they may be united together, as you
and I are united. 23 I am united with them
and you are united with me. I have done
this so that they may be perfectly united
together and so that the unbelievers may
know that you sent me and that you love
them, just as you love me.
24

”Father, I want these whom you have
given to me to be with me always where I
am so that they can see the splendor and
majesty you will give to me when I am
with you. You do this because you have
loved me from before the time we created
the world.

Chapter 18
1

When Jesus ﬁnished his prayer, he went
with his disciples and crossed the Kidron
Valley. On the other side there was a grove
of olive trees, and they entered it.
2

Judas, the one who was about to hand Jesus over to his enemies, knew where the
place was because Jesus often went there
with his disciples. 3 Now the chief priests
and the Pharisees had ordered some soldiers and oﬃcers to go there with Judas.
So they went to the garden with lanterns,
torches, and weapons. 4 Jesus knew what
was going to happen to him, so he went
forward and asked them, “For whom are
you looking?” 5 They replied to him, “Jesus the Nazarene.” Jesus said to them, “I
am that person.” (Now Judas, the one who
was handing him over, was standing with
6
When Jesus said to them, “I
them.)
am that person,” they swiftly moved back
and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them
again, “For whom are you looking?” They
answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 Jesus
replied to them, ”I told you that I am that
person. Since I am the one you are looking for, let these other men go. 9 This happened in order to fulﬁll the words he had
said when he was praying to his Father, “I
did not lose even one of those you gave
me.”
10

Then Simon Peter drew out a short
sword and struck the high priest’s servant,
a man named Malchus, and cut off his
right ear. 11 Jesus said to Peter, “Put your
sword back into its sheath! Of course I
will suffer in the way that my Father has
25
O Righteous Father, the world does not planned for me to do.”
know you, but I know you; and these with 12 Then the group of soldiers, along with
me here know that you have sent me to their captain and some of the temple
them. 26 I have made them know who you guards, seized Jesus and tied him to preare. I will continue to do this so that you vent him from escaping. 13 Then they
may love them like you love me and so took him to Annas, the father-in-law of Cathat I may be united with them.”
iaphas, who was the high priest that year.
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It was Caiaphas who had advised other
leaders that it would be better that one
man should die for the people than that
all the people should perish.

the high priest’s servants, a relative of the
man whose ear Peter had cut off, said to
him, “Surely I saw you in the olive tree
grove with the man they have arrested,
did I not?” 27 Peter again denied it, and
15
Simon Peter followed Jesus and so did
immediately a rooster crowed.
another disciple. The other disciple was
known to the high priest, so he had per- 28 Then the soldiers led Jesus from Camission to enter the high priest’s court- iaphas’ house to the headquarters of Piyard when the soldiers took Jesus. 16 Pe- late, the Roman governor. It was early
ter had to stop outside at the gate. So the morning. Pilate was not a Jew, so Jeother disciple went out again and spoke sus’ accusers thought that if they entered
to the servant girl who was watching the his headquarters, they would deﬁle themgate, and she let Peter in. 17 That servant selves and be unable to celebrate the
girl said to Peter, “You are one the disci- Passover Festival. So they did not go in.
ples of the man whom they have arrested, 29 So Pilate came out to talk to them. He
are you not?” He said, “No, I am not.” 18 It said, “Of what are you accusing this man?”
was cold, so the high priest’s servants and 30 “If this man were not a criminal, we
temple guards made a charcoal ﬁre and would not have brought him to you!” they
were standing and warming themselves replied. 31 Then Pilate said to them, “Take
around it. Peter was also there with them. him yourselves, and judge him by your
He was standing and warming himself.
own law.” Then the Jewish leaders said,
19

The high priest questioned Jesus about
his disciples and what he had been teaching them. 20 Jesus replied, ”I have spoken
openly to everyone. I have always taught
in the synagogues and in the temple, in the
places where our people come together.
I have said nothing in secret. 21 So why
are you asking me these questions? Ask
the people who heard what I taught them.
They know what I said.” 22 When Jesus
said these things, one of the temple guards
standing near him struck him hard with
his hand. He said, “That is not the right
way to answer the high priest.” 23 Jesus
replied to him, “If I had said something
wrong, tell me what it was. However, if
what I said was right, you should not slap
me!” 24 Then Annas sent Jesus, who was
still tied up, to Caiaphas the high priest.
25

Simon Peter was still standing and
warming himself. Another person said to
him, “You are one of the disciples of the
man whom they have arrested, are you
not?” He said, “No, I am not.” 26 One of

“We want to execute him, but your Roman
law prevents us from doing that.” 32 They
said this in order to make true what Jesus
had said about the kind of death he was
going to die.
33

Pilate then went back inside his headquarters. He summoned Jesus and said to
him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 34 Jesus replied, “Are you asking because you
yourself want to know, or did others tell
you to ask me this question?” 35 Pilate
replied, “I am not a Jew! Your own nation
and the chief priests have delivered you
over to me. What have you done wrong?”
36
Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not part
of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would have been ﬁghting to keep me from being handed over to
my Jewish opponents, but my kingdom is
not of this world.” 37 Then Pilate said to
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus replied,
“Yes. The reason I was born and came
into this world was to tell people the truth
about God. Everyone who loves the truth
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listens to me.”
is true?”

38

Pilate asked him, “What you not speak to me? Do you not know
that I have authority to release you, and I
also have authority to crucify you?” 11 JeAfter Pilate asked that question, he went
sus answered him, “You would have no auoutside and talked to the Jewish leaders
thority over me at all, if God had not given
again. He said to them, ”I ﬁnd he has broit to you. So the one who handed me over
ken no law. 39 However, you Jews have
to you is guilty of a worse sin.”
a custom where every year during the
Passover Festival, you ask me to release 12 From that moment on, Pilate kept tryone man who is in prison. So would you ing to release Jesus. However, the Jewlike for me to release to you the King of the ish leaders cried out, “If you release this
Jews?” 40 They shouted again, “No, do not man, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyrelease this man, but release Barabbas!” one who makes himself a king, stands opNow Barabbas was a revolutionary.
posed to Caesar.” 13 When Pilate heard
that, he brought Jesus out. Then Pilate sat
down before him in the judgment seat, the
place where he usually pronounced verdicts. This was called “The Stone Pavement,” and in Aramaic it was “Gabbatha.”
1
Then Pilate sent for Jesus. He had his sol- 14 Now it was the day before the Passover
diers beat him severely using whips. 2 The Festival, the day of preparation. It was
soldiers also twisted together a crown and almost noontime when Pilate said to the
they put it on his head. They also put a Jews, “See, here is your king!” 15 They
purple robe on him. 3 They mocked him shouted, “Take him away! Take him away!
and said, “Greetings, King of the Jews!” Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Should
and they struck him over and over again. I crucify your king?” The chief priests
16
4
Pilate came outside again and said to replied, “We have no king but Caesar!”
the people, “Look, I am bringing him out So Pilate handed Jesus over to them, and
to you so that you can know that I ﬁnd they took him away.
no reason to punish him.” 5 So Jesus 17
He went out, carrying his own cross by
came out, wearing the crown of thorns
himself to the place called “The Place of a
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them,
Skull,” which in Aramaic is called “Golgo“Look, here is the man!” 6 When the chief
tha.” 18 There they cruciﬁed him, and at
priests and temple guards saw him, they
the same time they also nailed two other
shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Picriminals to their crosses. One was on eilate said to them, “Take him yourselves
ther side, with Jesus in the middle.
and crucify him! As for me, I ﬁnd no reason to punish him.” 7 The Jewish lead- 19 Pilate also told someone to write on a
ers replied to Pilate, “We have a certain board a notice and fasten it to Jesus’ cross.
law that says he ought to die because he It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
claimed to be the Son of God.” 8 When Pi- Jews.’ 20 Many Jews read this sign, because
late heard this, he was even more afraid. the place where Jesus was cruciﬁed was
9
He entered his headquarters once more near the city, and the sign was written
and called the soldiers to bring Jesus back in three languages: Aramaic, Latin, and
inside. Then he said to Jesus, “From where Greek. 21 The chief priests went back to
do you come?” However, Jesus gave him Pilate and said, “You should not have writno answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “Will ten, ‘King of the Jews’, but rather, this man

Chapter 19
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said, ‘I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate crosses on the Sabbath, so they went to
replied, “You must leave the sign exactly Pilate and asked him to break the legs of
as I have written it.”
the three men so that the men would die
23
After the soldiers had put Jesus on the quickly32and their bodies would be taken
So the soldiers came and broke
cross, they took his clothes and divided down.
them into four parts, one part for each sol- the legs of the ﬁrst and then of the other,
dier. However, they kept his tunic sepa- the two33men who had been cruciﬁed with
When they came to Jesus, they
rate. This tunic had been woven from top Jesus.
So they did not
to bottom from one piece of cloth. 24 So saw he was dead already.
34
Instead,
one of the
break
his
legs.
they said to each other, “Let us not tear it.
Instead, let us decide who will keep it as soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear,
and water poured
one piece by casting lots for the one who and right away blood
35
The one who saw this
will get it.” This happened to make come out of his body.
bears witness—his testimony is true, and
true the scripture that said,
he knows he is telling the truth—so that
”They divided my clothes among them. you may put your trust in Jesus. 36 These
things happened in order to fulﬁll what
They cast lots for my clothing.”
was
written in scripture: “No one will
25
The soldiers did those things.
break any of his bones.”
Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene 37
And they fulﬁlled another scripture that
were all standing near his cross. 26 When
read: ‘They will look on the one whom
Jesus saw his mother standing there and
they have pierced.’
John, the disciple whom he especially
loved, standing nearby, he said to his
38
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea,
mother, “Mother, here is the one who will
27
a
disciple
of Jesus, but a secret disciple
act like a son to you.” And he said to the
disciple, “Here is your mother!” So from because he was afraid of the Jews, went
that very moment, that disciple took her to Pilate and asked him if he might take
away Jesus’ body. Pilate gave Joseph perto live in his home.
mission, so he came and took away the
28
A little later, Jesus knew that every- body of Jesus. 39 Nicodemus, who had
thing that God sent him to do had now once come to Jesus at night, also came
been done, and in order to make come and brought with him a mixture of myrrh
true one ﬁnal thing that the scriptures had and aloe spices to prepare the body for
foretold, he said, “I am thirsty!” 29 A jar burial. The spices weighed about 33 kiloof sour wine stood there, so they took a grams.
40
They took the body of Jesus
short branch from a hyssop plant and put and wrapped it in strips of linen cloth, and
a sponge on it, and they dipped in the sour they packed the wrappings full with all
wine and held it up to Jesus’ mouth. 30 Af- the spices. 41 Now in the place where Jeter Jesus drank the sour wine, he said, “It sus was cruciﬁed was a garden, and at
is ﬁnished,” and he bowed his head and the edge of the garden was a new tomb
died.
in which no one had been buried. 42 The
31
This was the day of preparation for the Passover was about to begin that evening,
Passover (and the next day was a very and they chose this tomb because it was
special Sabbath). It was against the law close at hand and because they could bury
to allow dead bodies to remain on the Jesus quickly. So they laid Jesus there.
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Chapter 20
1

Now on the ﬁrst day of the week,
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb very
early in the day, while it was still dark.
She saw that someone had moved the
stone away from the tomb. 2 So she
ran to Jerusalem, where Simon Peter
and the other disciple—the one whom Jesus loved—were staying, and told them,
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb,
and we do not know where they have put
him!” 3 When they heard this, Peter and
the other disciple rushed out to the tomb.
4
They were both running, but the other
disciple was faster than Peter and reached
the tomb ﬁrst. 5 He bent down and looked
into the tomb; he saw the strips of linen
lying there, but he hesitated to go in. 6
Then Simon Peter, who was running behind him, arrived there, but he went inside the tomb. He, too, saw the strips of
linen cloth lying there, 7 but he also saw
the cloth cover that had been on Jesus’
head, folded and put aside, separate from
the linen strips. 8 Then the other disciple also went inside; he saw these things
and began to believe that Jesus had risen
from the dead. 9 They still did not understand the scriptures that said Jesus must
rise from the dead.

why are you weeping? For whom are you
looking?” She thought the man speaking
to her was the gardener, and she said to
him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me
where you have put him, and I will take
him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She
turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 17 Jesus
said to her, “Do not touch me, for I have
not yet gone up to heaven to be with my
Father. Go to my disciples and tell them,
‘I am about to return to heaven to be with
my Father and your Father, to the one who
is my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples and announced,
“I have seen the Lord”—and she reported
to them what Jesus had said to her.
19

On the evening of that day, the ﬁrst
day of the week, the doors were locked,
and the disciples were staying inside because they were afraid that the Jewish authorities might arrest them. Suddenly Jesus came and stood in the middle of their
group; he said to them, “May God give you
peace.” 20 After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. The disciples
had great joy when they saw the Lord! 21
Jesus said to them again, “May God give
you peace. Just as the Father sent me, now
I am sending you.” 22 After he said this,
he breathed on them and said, ”Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins
10
So the disciples went back to their of anyone, God will forgive them. If you
homes. 11 Mary was left standing just out- do not forgive another’s sins, they will be
side the tomb, weeping. As she wept, she held against them.”
bent down and looked into the tomb. 12
She saw two angels dressed in white robes 24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, who
sitting on the very place where Jesus’ body was called “The Twin,” was not with the
had been, one at the head, the other at the other disciples when Jesus came to them.
feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 25 The other disciples told him, “We have
you weeping?” She said to them, “They seen the Lord.” However, he said to them,
have taken away my Lord, and I do not “Unless I see the marks of the nails in his
know where they have put him!” 14 After hands and put my ﬁngers in the holes
she said that, she turned around and saw made by the nails, and unless I put my
Jesus standing there, but she did not know hand into the gaping wound on his side,
that it was he. 15 He said to her, “Woman, I will never put my trust in him.”
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Eight days later, his disciples were again
inside the house, and this time Thomas
was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them,
and he said to them all, “May God give you
peace.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your ﬁnger here and see my hands, and
put out your hand and place it in my side!
Stop doubting that it is I; put your trust in
me.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Now
you believe that I have risen because you
see me. Yet God gives great happiness to
those who have not seen me and still believe.”
30

Now Jesus did many other works of
power and miracles that proved who he
is. The disciples witnessed them, but they
were so numerous that I have not written
them all down in this book. 31 Nevertheless, I have written these so that you may
have complete conﬁdence that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and so that by
trusting in him, you may have eternal life
in his name.

Chapter 21
1

After that, Jesus appeared to the disciples
by Lake Tiberias (also known as the Sea of
Galilee). He made himself known in this
way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called The
Twin), Nathaniel of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee (James and John), and two
other disciples, were together. 3 Simon Peter said to the others, “I am going ﬁshing.”
They said, “We will go with you.” They
went out and got into the boat, but that
night they caught nothing. 4 In the morning as day was breaking, Jesus stood on
the shore, but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “My
friends, do you have any ﬁsh?” They said,
“No.” 6 He said to them, “Throw your net

out off the right side of the boat and you
will ﬁnd some.” They cast it as he told
them, and they caught so many ﬁsh in the
net that they were unable to pull the net
into the boat! 7 John, the disciple whom
Jesus especially loved, said to Peter, “It is
the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard him
say this, he tucked up his outer garment
around himself (he had worn almost nothing while working), and jumped into the
water. 8 The other disciples came to shore
in the boat, pulling behind the net full of
ﬁsh. They were not far from shore, only
ninety meters away. 9 When they got to
shore, they saw a charcoal ﬁre ready and
hot, with ﬁsh cooking on it, and there was
some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring
some of the ﬁsh that you have just caught!”
11
Simon Peter got back in the boat and
dragged the net to the shore, full of large
ﬁsh. There were 153 of them. Even so, the
net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them,
“Come and eat breakfast!” None of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?”
They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came
and took the bread and gave it to them. He
did the same with the ﬁsh. 14 This was the
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after God had brought him back from
the dead.
15

When they ﬁnished breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me more than these others
love me?” Peter said to him, “Yes, Lord,
you know I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed
my lambs.” 16 Jesus said to him a second
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” He replied, “Yes, Lord, you know
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Be
a shepherd to my sheep.” 17 Jesus said
to him a third time, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me?” Peter was grieved because Jesus asked him three times, “Do
you love me?” Peter said, “Lord, you know
everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” 18 I am telling
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you the truth: When you were young, you
put your own clothes on and you walked
about wherever you wanted to go. However, when you are old, you will stretch
out your hands, and someone will dress
you and will lead you where you do not
want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate
how Peter would die in order to honor
God. Then Jesus said to him, “Follow me.”
20

Peter turned around and saw John, the
disciple whom Jesus especially loved following them. He was the one who had
leaned close to Jesus at the table and said,
“Lord, who is going to hand you over to
your enemies?” 21 When Peter saw him,
he said to Jesus, “Lord, what is going to
happen to this man?” 22 Jesus said to him,
“If I want him to remain alive until I return, that is not your concern! You follow
me.” 23 So the report circulated among the
brothers and sisters that this disciple was
not going to die. Yet Jesus did not say that
he would not die. He said only, “If I want
him to remain alive until I return, that is
not your concern!”
24

I, John, am the disciple who is bearing
witness about all these things, and I have
written them down. We know that his testimony is true.
25

Jesus did many other things, so many
that if they were all written down, I suppose the whole world could not contain
the books that would be written.
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two men wearing white clothes stood beside them. They were angels. 11 One of
them said, “You men from Galilee, you do
not need to stand here any longer looking
up at the sky! Some day this same Jesus,
whom God took from you up to heaven,
1
Dear Theophilus,
will come back to earth. He will return in
the same manner as you just now saw him
In my ﬁrst book that I wrote for you, I
go when he went up to heaven.”
wrote about many of the things that Jesus
did and taught 2 until the day on which 12 Then after the two angels left, the
God took him up to heaven. Before he apostles returned to Jerusalem from the
went to heaven, he told the apostles by the Mount of Olives, which was a short dispower of the Holy Spirit the things that tance from Jerusalem. 13 After they enhe wanted them to know. 3 After he had tered the city, they went into the upstairs
suffered and died on the cross, he became room in the house where they were stayalive again. As he appeared often during ing. Those who were there included Pethe next forty days, the apostles saw him ter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas,
many times. He proved to them in many Bartholomew, Matthew, another James
ways that he was alive again. He talked the son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot,
with them about how God would rule the and Judas the son of another man named
lives of people in his kingdom.
James. 14 All these apostles began to pray
4
One time while he was with them, he together all the time. Others who prayed
told them, ”Do not leave Jerusalem. In- with them included the women who had
stead, wait here until my Father sends his been with Jesus, Mary who was Jesus’
Spirit to you, as he promised to do. You mother, and his younger brothers.

Chapter 1

have heard me speak to you about that. 5 15 During those days Peter stood up among
John baptized people in water, but after a his fellow believers. There was a group
few days God will baptize you in the Holy of about 120 followers of Jesus at that
Spirit.”
place. He said, 16 ”My brothers, there are
6
One day when the apostles met together words about Judas that King David wrote
with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, will long ago. These words had to come true,
you now become the king of Israel?” 7 and they did, because the Holy Spirit told
17
Although Judas
He replied to them, ”You do not need to David what to write.
know the time periods and the days when was an apostle like us, he guided the peothat will happen. My Father alone has de- ple who arrested Jesus and killed him.”
cided when that will happen. 8 But the 18
Now this man earned money by doing
Holy Spirit will make you strong when he
this evil. With this money he bought a
comes to you. Then you will tell people
ﬁeld. Then he fell there onto the ground,
about me in Jerusalem and in the regions
his body split wide open, and all his inof Judea, Samaria, and all over the world.”
testines fell out. 19 All the people who
9
After he said that, he rose up into heaven,
reside in Jerusalem heard about that, so
and a cloud kept them from seeing him
they called that ﬁeld according to their
any longer.
own Aramaic language, Akeldama, which
10
While the apostles were still staring to- means “Field of Blood,” because it was
ward the sky as he was going up, suddenly where someone died.
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Peter also said, “I see that what happened to Judas is like what the Psalms
says: ‘May his family line die out; may
there be no one left in it at all.’ And it
seems that these other words that David
wrote also refer to Judas: ‘Let someone
else take over his work as a leader.’ ”
21

”So it is necessary for us apostles to
choose a man to replace Judas. He must
be one who was with us all the time when
the Lord Jesus was with us. 22 That is, from
the time when John the Baptizer baptized
Jesus until the day when Jesus left us and
rose up to heaven. The man to replace Judas must be one who saw Jesus alive again
after he died.”
23

So the apostles and other believers suggested the names of two men. One man
was Joseph Barsabbas, who also had the
name Justus. The other man was Matthias.
24-25
Then they prayed: “Lord Jesus, Judas
stopped being an apostle. He sinned and
went to the place where he deserves to
be. You know what every man thinks in
his own heart, so please show us which
of these two men you have chosen to take
the place of Judas.” 26 Then they cast lots
to choose between the two of them, and
the lot fell for Matthias, and he became an
apostle along with the other eleven apostles.

Chapter 2
1

On the day when the Jews were celebrating the Pentecost festival, the believers were all together in one place in
Jerusalem. 2 Suddenly they heard a noise
coming from the sky that sounded like a
strong wind. Everyone in the entire house
where they were sitting heard the noise.
3
Then they saw what looked like ﬂames
of ﬁre. These ﬂames separated from one
another, and one of them came down on

the head of each of the believers. 4 Then
all of the believers were ﬁlled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak different
languages, in the way that the Spirit made
each one able to.
5

At that time many Jews were staying
in Jerusalem to celebrate the Pentecost
festival. They were Jewish people who
always worshiped God. They had come
from many different countries. 6 When
they heard the loud noise like a wind, a
crowd of them came together at the place
where the believers were. The crowd
was amazed because each of them was
hearing one of the believers speaking in
his own language. 7 They were completely amazed, and they said to each
other, ”All these men who are speaking
have come from Galilee, so how can they
know our languages? 8 But all of us hear
them speaking our own language that we
learned from birth! 9 Some of us are
from the regions of Parthia and Media and
Elam, and others of us are from the regions of Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia. 10 There are some people
there from Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt,
and the regions in Libya that are near the
city of Cyrene. There are others of us who
are here visiting Jerusalem from Rome. 11
They include native Jews as well as nonJews who believe what we Jews believe.
And others of us are from the Island of
Crete and from the region of Arabia. So
how is it that these people are speaking
our languages about the great things God
has done?” 12 The people were amazed
and did not know what to think about
what was happening. So they asked one
another, “What does this mean?” 13 But
some of them made fun of what they saw.
They said, “These people are talking like
this because they have drunk too much
new wine!”
14
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apostles and spoke loudly to the crowd of
people; he said, ”You men of Judea and
you others who are staying in Jerusalem,
listen to me, all of you, and I will explain
to you what is happening! 15 Some of you
think that we are drunk, but we are not
drunk. It is only nine o’clock in the morning, and people here never get drunk at
this time of the day! 16 Instead, what has
happened to us is the miraculous thing
that the prophet Joel wrote about long ago.
He wrote:
God says, 17 ’During the last days, I will
give my Holy Spirit to all people, and your
sons and daughters will tell people my
messages, and I will give visions to the
young men and I will give dreams to the
old men. 18 During those days I will give
my Holy Spirit to my servants, so they can
tell people my messages. 19 I will cause
amazing things to happen in the sky, and I
will do miracles on the earth to show that
important and amazing things will happen. Here on the earth there will be blood,
20
In the
ﬁre, and smoke everywhere.
sky the sun will appear dark to people and
the moon will appear red to them. Those
things will happen before I, the Lord God,
will come to judge everyone. 21 And I
will save all those who call to me to help
them.’”
22

Peter continued speaking, ”My fellow Israelites, listen to me! When Jesus from
Nazareth lived among you, God proved
to you that he had sent him by making
him able to do many amazing miracles
that showed that he was from God. You
yourselves know that this is true. 23 Even
though you knew that, you handed this
man Jesus over into the hands of his enemies. However, God had already planned
for that, and he knew all about it. Then
you urged men who do not obey God’s law
to kill Jesus. They did that by nailing him
to a cross. 24 He died, but God raised him

up again, because it was not possible for
him to remain dead. God caused Jesus to
become alive again.”
25

”Long ago King David wrote what the
Messiah said,
I knew that you, Lord God, would always
hear me. You are right beside me, so I
will not be afraid of those who want to
harm me. 26 Because of that my heart was
glad and I rejoiced; even though I will die
one day, I know that you will always help
me. 27 You will not make me remain in
the place where the dead are. You will not
even let my body waste away, because I
am devoted to you and always obey you.
28
You have shown me how to become
alive again. You will make me very happy
because you will be with me forever.”
29

Peter continued, ”My fellow Jews, I am
sure that our forefather, King David, died,
and that the people buried him. And the
place where they buried his body is still
here today. 30 King David was a prophet
and he knew that God promised to him
that one of his descendants would become
king. 31 A long time ago, David knew what
God would do. He said that God would
cause Jesus the Messiah to live again after
he died. God would not allow him to remain in a grave, and he would not let his
body waste away.”
32

”After this man Jesus had died, God
caused him to become alive again. All of
us, his followers, know this because we
saw him. 33 God has greatly honored Jesus by placing him at his right hand to
rule with him, his Father. He has given
us the Holy Spirit, and that is what you
are seeing and hearing here today. 34 We
know that David was not speaking about
himself because David did not go up into
heaven as Jesus did. Besides that, David
himself said this about Jesus the Messiah:
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siah, ’Rule here at my right hand, 35 while owned, and they gave some of the money
I completely defeat your enemies.’”
to others among them, according to what
46
they needed.
Every day they gath36
Peter ended by saying, “So I want you
ered in the temple area, and then they
and all other Israelites to know that God
would have meals together in their homes.
made Jesus both Lord and Messiah, this
They were happy when they were eatsame Jesus whom you had nailed to a
ing together, and they shared what they
cross and killed.”
had with one another. 47 As they did so,
37
When the people heard what Peter and they kept praising God, and all the other
the other apostles said, they knew they people in Jerusalem respected them. As
had done wrong. The people said to them, those things were happening, every day
the Lord Jesus increased the number of
“What should we do?”
people who were being saved from the
38
Peter answered them, ”Each of you punishment of their sins.
should turn away from your sinful behavior. If you now believe in Jesus we will
baptize you. God will forgive your sins,
and he will give you his Holy Spirit. 39 God
has promised to do this for you and your
1
One day Peter and John were going to
children, and for all others who believe in
Jesus, even those who live far away from the temple courtyard. It was three o’clock
here. The Lord our God will give his Holy in the afternoon, at the time when people
2
There was a man there
Spirit to everyone whom he calls to be- prayed there.
40
who
had
not
been
able to walk from the
Peter spoke much
come his people!”
more and spoke strongly to them. He told time he was born. He was sitting by the
them, “Ask God to save you so that he will gate called Beautiful Gate, at the entrance
not punish you when he punishes these to the temple area. People carried him
there every day, so that he could ask those
evil people who have rejected Jesus!”
who were entering the temple courtyard
41
So the people who believed Peter’s mes- to give him some money.
sage were baptized. There were about 3
As Peter and John were about to enthree thousand of those who joined the
ter the temple courtyard, he began to ask
group of believers that day. 42 They conthem to give him some money. 4 As Petinually obeyed what the apostles taught.
ter and John looked directly at him, Peter
They met many times together with the
said to him, “Look at us!” 5 So he looked
other believers and they ate a meal and
directly at them, expecting to get some
prayed together every day.
money from them. 6 Then Peter said to
43
All the people who were in Jerusalem him, “I do not have any money, but what I
respected and honored God very much can do I will do for you. In the name of Jebecause the apostles were doing many sus Christ of Nazareth you are healed. Get
kinds of miraculous things. 44 All of those up and walk!” 7 Then Peter grasped the
who believed in Jesus believed the same man’s right hand and helped him to stand
things and regularly met together. They up. That moment the man’s feet and analso kept sharing everything that they had kles became strong. 8 He jumped up and
with one another. 45 From time to time began to walk! Then he entered the temsome of them sold some of their land ple area with Peter and John, walking and
and some of the other things that they leaping and praising God!

Chapter 3
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9

All the people in the temple saw him
walking and praising God. 10 They recognized that he was the man who used to sit
at the Beautiful Gate in the temple courtyard and ask people for money! So all
the people there were greatly amazed at
11
what had happened to him.
As the
man clung to Peter and John, all the people were so surprised that they did not
know what to think! So they ran to them
at the place in the temple courtyard that
is called Solomon’s Porch.
12

When Peter saw the people, he said to
them, ”Fellow Israelites, you should not
be surprised about what has happened to
this man! Why do you look at us as though
we had power by ourselves to make this
man walk? 13 So I will tell you what is
really happening. Our ancestors, including Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, worshiped
God. And now God has greatly honored
Jesus. Your leaders brought Jesus to the
governor, Pilate, so that his soldiers would
execute him. You were the ones who rejected Jesus in the presence of Pilate, after Pilate had decided that he should release Jesus. 14 Although Jesus was God’s
own Messiah of Israel, the Righteous One,
you asked for a killer to be set free instead
of him! 15 God considers that you killed Jesus, the one who gives people eternal life.
But God has caused him to become alive
again. We saw Jesus many times after he
became alive again. 16 It is because this
man trusts in Jesus that he is strong again
and able to walk in front of you all.”

away from your sinful lives and ask God
to help you do what pleases him, in order that he may completely forgive you
for your sins, and in order that he may
strengthen you. 20 If you do that, there
will be times when you will know that the
Lord God is helping you. And some day
he will again send back to earth the Messiah, whom he has given to you. That person is Jesus. 21 Jesus will certainly stay
in heaven until the time when God will
cause all that he has created to become
new. Long ago God promised to do that,
and he chose holy prophets to tell that
to people. 22 For example, the prophet
Moses said this about the Messiah: ’The
Lord your God will send a prophet like
me from among you. You must listen to
everything he says to you. 23 Those who
do not listen to that prophet and obey
him will no longer belong to God’s people, and God will destroy them.’” 24 Peter continued, ”All the prophets have told
about what would happen during these
days. Those prophets include Samuel and
all the others who later also spoke about
these events before they happened. 25
When God strongly promised to bless our
ancestors, he also surely promised to bless
you. He said to Abraham about the Messiah, ‘I will bless all the people groups
on the earth as a result of what your descendant will do.’” 26 Peter concluded, “So
when God sent Jesus to the earth to serve
him as Messiah, he sent him ﬁrst to you Israelites to bless you, in order to stop you
doing what is wicked.”

17

”Now, my fellow countrymen, I know
that you and your leaders killed Jesus because you did not know that he was the
Messiah. 18 However, God predicted long
ago that people would put Jesus to death.
God told all the prophets to write what
people would do to the Messiah. They
wrote that the Messiah, whom God would
send, would suffer and die. 19 So turn

Chapter 4
1

Meanwhile, there were some priests in
the temple courtyard. There was also the
oﬃcer in charge of the temple guard, and
some members of the Sadducee group. All
these men came to Peter and John while
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the two of them were speaking to the people. 2 These men were very angry because
the two apostles were teaching the people about Jesus. What they were telling
them was that God caused Jesus to become
alive again after he had been killed. 3 So
these men arrested Peter and John and
put them in jail. The Jewish council had
to wait until the next day to question Peter
and John, because it was already evening.
4
However, many people who had heard
Peter speak put their faith in Jesus. The
number of men who believed in Jesus increased to about ﬁve thousand.
5

The next day the high priest called the
other chief priests, the teachers of the
Jewish laws, and the other members of
the Jewish council, and they gathered together in one place in Jerusalem. 6 Annas,
the former high priest, was there. Also
there were Caiaphas the new high priest,
John and Alexander, and other men who
were related to the high priest. 7 They
commanded guards to bring Peter and
John into the room, and then they asked
Peter and John, “Who gave you power to
heal the man that could not walk?”
8

As the Holy Spirit gave Peter power, Peter said to them, ”You fellow Israelites
who rule us, and all of you other elders, listen to me! 9 Today you are questioning us
about a good deed we did for a man who
could not walk, and you ask us how he became healed. So let me tell you and all
other Israelites this: 10 It is by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth that this man was
healed, so that he is now able to stand before you. It was you who nailed Jesus to a
cross and killed him, but God caused him
to become alive again.

for God has given no other man in the
world to us who can save us from the guilt
of our sins!”
13

The Jewish leaders realized that Peter
and John were not afraid of them. They
also learned that these two men were ordinary people who had not studied in
schools. So the leaders were amazed.
They knew that these men had spent time
with Jesus. 14 They also saw the man who
had been healed standing there with the
Peter and John, so they were not able to
say anything against them.
15

The Jewish leaders told guards to take
Peter, John, and the healed man outside of
the room where they were meeting. After
they did so, the leaders talked with each
other about Peter and John. 16 They said,
”There is nothing that we can do to punish these two men! Everyone who is living
in Jerusalem knows that they have done
an amazing miracle, so we cannot tell people that it did not happen! 17 However, we
must not allow other people to hear what
they have been teaching about this Jesus.
So we must tell these men that we will
punish them if they continue to tell other
people about the one who they say gave
them the power to heal this man.” 18 So
the Jewish leaders told the guards to bring
the two apostles into the room again. After the guards had done so, they told them
both that they should no longer speak or
teach about Jesus to anyone.
19

But Peter and John said, ”Would God
think that it is right for us to obey you
and not to obey him? We will let you decide what you think is right. 20 But as
for us, we cannot obey you. We will not
stop telling people about the things that
11
Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the one of we have seen Jesus do and what we have
whom the scriptures speak:
heard him teach.”
“The stone that the builders threw away 21 Then the Jewish leaders again told Pehas become the most important stone in ter and John not to disobey them, but they
the building.” 12 Only Jesus can save us, decided not to punish them, because all
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the people in Jerusalem were praising God
about what had happened to the man that
could not walk. 22 He was more than forty
years old, and he was not able to walk
since the day that he was born.
23

After Peter and John left the council,
they went to the other believers and told
them everything that the chief priests and
Jewish elders had said to them. 24 When
the believers heard this, they all agreed as
they prayed to God together, ”O Lord! You
made the sky, the earth and the oceans,
and everything in them. 25 The Holy Spirit
caused our ancestor, King David, who
served you, to write these words:
’Why did the people groups of the world
become angry
and the Israelite people plan uselessly
against God?

told them to speak, and this is what they
did.
32

The group of people who believed in
Jesus were in complete agreement about
what they thought and what they wanted.
Not one of them said that he alone owned
anything. Instead, they shared with one
another everything that they had. 33 The
apostles continued to strongly tell others
that God had caused the Lord Jesus to become alive again. And God was helping all
the believers very much. 34-35 Some of the
believers who owned land or houses sold
their property. Then they would bring the
money for what they sold and they would
give it to the apostles. Then the apostles
would give money to any believer who
needed it. So all the believers had what
they needed to live on.
36

Now there was a man named Joseph,
26
The kings in the world prepared to who belonged to the tribe of Levi, and who
came from the Island of Cyprus. The aposﬁght God’s Ruler,
tles called him Barnabas; in the language
and the rulers joined with them
of the Jews that name means a person who
37
He sold a
to oppose the Lord God and the one always encourages others.
whom he had chosen to be the Messiah.’ ﬁeld and brought the money to the apostles for them to give to other believers.
27
It is true! Both Herod and Pontius Pilate, together with the non-Jews and the
Israelite people, came in this city against
Jesus, whom you chose to serve you as the
Messiah. 28 You allowed them to do this 1
Now there was one of the believers
because it was what you decided long ago
whose name was Ananias, and whose
would happen.”
wife’s name was Sapphira. He also sold
29
”So now, Lord, listen to what they are some land. 2 He kept for himself some of
saying about how they will punish us! the money he had received for the land,
Help us who serve you to speak about Je- and his wife knew that he had done that.
sus to everyone! 30 Use your power to do Then he brought the rest of the money and
great miracles of healing, signs and won- presented it to the apostles.
ders in the name of your holy servant, Je- 3
Then Peter said, ”Ananias, you let Satan
sus!”
completely control you so that you tried to
31
When the believers had ﬁnished pray- deceive the Holy Spirit. Why did you do
ing, the place where they were meeting such a terrible thing? You have kept for
shook. The Holy Spirit gave them all yourself some of the money you received
power to boldly speak the words that God for selling the land. You did not give us

Chapter 5
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all of it. 4 Before you sold that land, you
truly owned it. And after you sold it, the
money was still yours. So why did you
ever think about doing this wicked thing?
You were not trying to deceive only us! No,
you tried to deceive God himself!” 5 When
Ananias heard these words, immediately
he fell down dead. And all who heard
about Ananias’ death became terriﬁed. 6
Some young men came forward, wrapped
his body in a sheet, and carried it out and
buried it.
7

About three hours later, his wife came in,
but she did not know what had happened.
8
Then Peter showed her the money that
Ananias had brought and asked her, “Tell
me, is this the amount of money you two
received for the land you sold?” She said,
“Yes, that is what we received.” 9 So Peter said to her, “You both did a terrible
thing! You two agreed to try to deceive
the Spirit of the Lord! Listen! Do you hear
the footsteps of the men who buried your
husband? They are right outside this door,
and they will carry you out, too!” 10 Immediately Sapphira fell down dead at Peter’s
feet. Then the young men came in. When
they saw that she was dead, too, they carried her body out and buried it beside her
husband’s body.
11

All the believers in Jerusalem became
greatly frightened because of what God
had done to Ananias and Sapphira. And
everyone else who heard about these
things also became greatly frightened.
12

God was enabling the apostles to do
many amazing miracles that showed the
truth of what they were preaching among
the people. All the believers were meeting together regularly in the temple courtyard at the place called Solomon’s Porch.
13
All of the other people who had not believed in Jesus were afraid to be with the
believers. However, those people continued to greatly respect the believers. 14

Many more men and women started believing in the Lord Jesus, and they joined
the group of believers. 15 As a result, people were bringing those who were sick
into the streets and laying them on stretchers and mats, in order that when Peter
came by at least his shadow might fall on
some of them and heal them. 16 Large
crowds of people were also coming to the
apostles from the towns near Jerusalem.
They were bringing the sick and those
who were being tormented by evil spirits,
and God healed all of them.
17

Then the high priest and all who were
with him—they were all members of the
Sadducee group—became very jealous of
the apostles. 18 So they commanded the
temple guards to arrest the apostles and
19
But
to put them in the public jail.
during the night an angel from the Lord
God opened the jail doors and brought the
apostles outside. Then the angel said 20 to
the apostles, “Go to the temple courtyard,
stand there, and tell the people all this
message of eternal life.” 21 After hearing
this, the apostles entered the temple courtyard about dawn and began to teach the
people again about Jesus. Meanwhile, the
high priest and those who were with him
summoned the other Jewish council members. Together they were all the leaders of
Israel. After they had gathered together,
they sent guards to the jail to bring in the
apostles. 22 But when the guards arrived
at the jail, they discovered that the apostles were not there. So they returned to
the council and reported, 23 “We saw that
the jail doors were very securely locked,
and the guards were standing at the doors.
But when we opened the doors and went
in to get those men, none of them was in24
When the captain of
side the jail.”
the temple guards and the chief priests
heard that, they became greatly confused,
and they wondered where all these events
would lead.
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Then someone came and reported to
them, “Listen to this! Right now the men
whom you put in jail are standing in the
temple courtyard, and they are teaching
26
the people!”
So the captain of the
temple guards went to the temple courtyard with the oﬃcers, and they brought
the apostles back to the council room. But
they did not treat them roughly, because
they were afraid that the people would kill
them by throwing stones at them.
27

him. He stood up in the council and told
the guards to take the apostles out of the
35
room for a short time.
After the
guards had taken the apostles out, he said
to the other council members, ”Fellow Israelites, you must think carefully about
what you want to do to these men. 36
Some years ago a man named Theudas rebelled against the government. He told
people that he was an important person,
and about four hundred men joined him.
But he was killed, and all those who had
been accompanying him were scattered.
So they were not able to do anything that
they had planned. 37 After that, during the
time when they were writing down names
of the people in order to tax them, a man
named Judas from the region of Galilee rebelled and persuaded some people to follow him. But he was killed, too, and all
those who had accompanied him went off
in different directions. 38 So now I say this
to you: Do not harm these men! Release
them! I say this because if the things that
are happening now are just something
that humans have planned, someone will
stop them. They will fail. 39 But if God has
commanded them to do these things, you
will not be able to stop them, because you
will ﬁnd out that you are working against
God!” The other members of the council
40
accepted what Gamaliel said.
They
told the temple guards to bring the apostles and beat them. So the guards brought
them into the council room and beat them.
Then the council members commanded
them not to speak to people about Jesus
any more, and they released the apostles.

After the captain and his oﬃcers had
brought the apostles to the council room,
they commanded them to stand in front of
the council members, and the high priest
questioned them. 28 He said to them,
“We commanded you not to teach people
about that man Jesus! But you have disobeyed us, and you have taught people all
over Jerusalem about him! Furthermore,
you are trying to make it seem that we
are the ones who are guilty for that man’s
death!” 29 But Peter, speaking for himself
and the other apostles, replied, ”We have
to obey what God commands us to do, not
what you people tell us to do! 30 You are
the ones who killed Jesus by nailing him
to a cross! But God, whom our ancestors
worshiped, caused Jesus to become alive
again after he died. 31 God has honored Jesus more than anyone. He has made him
the one to save us and rule over us. He
has allowed us Israelites to stop sinning,
so that he might forgive us for our sins. 32
We tell people about these things that we
know happened to Jesus. The Holy Spirit,
whom God has sent to us who obey him, is
also conﬁrming that these things are true.”
41
33
So the apostles went out from the counWhen the council members heard this,
they became very angry with the apostles, cil. They were rejoicing because they
knew God had honored them by letting
and they wanted to kill them.
people disgrace them because they were
34
But there was a council member named following Jesus. 42 Every day after that,
Gamaliel. He was a member of the Phar- the apostles went to the temple area and
isee group. He taught people the Jewish to various people’s houses, and they conlaws, and all the Jewish people respected tinued teaching people and telling them
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that Jesus is the Christ.

following the message about how they
should trust in Jesus.

Chapter 6

8

1

During that time, many more people
were becoming believers. The non-native
Jews began to complain about the native born Israelites, because the widows
among them were not receiving their fair
share of food every day.
2

So, after the twelve apostles had heard
what they were saying, they summoned
all the other believers in Jerusalem to
meet together. Then the apostles said to
them, ”We would not be doing right if
we stopped preaching and teaching God’s
message in order to distribute food to
people! 3 So, fellow believers, carefully
choose seven men from among you, men
whom you know that the Spirit of God directs and who are very wise. Then we will
instruct them to do this work. 4 As for us,
we will keep on using our time to pray and
to preach and teach the message about Jesus.”
5

God was giving Stephen power to do
many amazing miracles among the people that showed that the message about
Jesus was true. 9 However, some people
opposed Stephen. They were Jews from
a group that regularly met together in a
synagogue that was called the Freedmen’s
Synagogue, and also people from the cities
of Cyrene and Alexandria and from the
provinces of Cilicia and Asia. They all began to argue with Stephen. 10 But they
were not able to prove that what he said
was wrong, because God’s Spirit enabled
him to speak very wisely.
11

So they secretly persuaded some men
to falsely accuse Stephen. Those men
said, “We heard him say bad things about
12
Moses and God.”
So they made the
other Jewish people angry at Stephen, including the elders and the teachers of the
Jewish laws. Then they all seized Stephen
and took him to the Jewish council. 13
They also brought in some men and paid
them money so they would give false testimony. They said, ”This fellow keeps saying bad things about this holy temple and
about the laws that Moses received from
God. 14 What we mean is that we have
heard him say that this Jesus from the
town of Nazareth will destroy this temple
and will tell us to obey different customs
than Moses taught our ancestors.”

What the apostles recommended
pleased all of the other believers. So they
chose Stephen, a man who strongly believed in God and whom the Holy Spirit
controlled completely. They also chose
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, who was from the city of
Antioch. Nicolas had accepted the Jewish
religion before he had believed in Jesus. 6 15 All the people in the council room stared
The believers brought these seven men to at Stephen and saw that his face resemthe apostles. Then the apostles prayed for bled the face of an angel.
those men and placed their hands on the
heads of each one of them to cause them
to do that work.
7

Chapter 7

So the believers continued to tell many
people the message from God. The num- 1 Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are
ber of people in Jerusalem who believed the things that these people are saying
in Jesus was increasing greatly. Among about you true?” 2 Stephen replied, ”Felthem were many Jewish priests who were low Jews and respected leaders, please lis-
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ten to me! The glorious God whom we
worship appeared to our ancestor Abraham while he was still living in the region
of Mesopotamia, before he moved to the
city of Haran. 3 God said to him, ‘Leave
this land where you and your relatives are
living, and go into the land which I will direct you to.’ 4 So Abraham left that land,
which was also called Chaldea, and he arrived in Haran and lived there. After his
father died, God told him to move to this
land in which you and I are now living.
5

At that time God did not give Abraham
any land to own here, not even a small
plot of this land. But God promised that he
would later give this land to him and his
descendants, and that it would always belong to them. However, at that time Abraham did not have any children who would
inherit it.
6

Later God told Abraham, ’Your descendants will go and live in a foreign country. They will live there for four hundred
years, and during that time their leaders
will mistreat your descendants and force
them to work as slaves. 7 ‘But I will punish the people who make them work as
slaves. After that, your descendants will
leave that land, and they will come and
worship me in this land.’
8

Then God commanded that every male
in Abraham’s household and all of his
male descendants should be circumcised
to show that they all belonged to God.
Later Abraham’s son, Isaac, was born, and
when Isaac was eight days old, Abraham
circumcised him. Later Isaac’s son, Jacob,
was born. Jacob was the father of the
twelve men whom we Jews call the patriarchs, our forefathers.
9

You know that Jacob’s older sons became jealous because their father favored
their younger brother Joseph. So they
sold him to merchants, who took him to
Egypt, where he became a slave. But God

helped Joseph; 10 He protected him whenever people caused him to suffer. He enabled Joseph to be wise, and he caused
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, to think well
of Joseph. So Pharaoh appointed him to
rule over Egypt and to look after all of
Pharaoh’s property.
11

While Joseph was doing that work,
there was a time when there was very little food in Egypt and also in Canaan. People were suffering. At that time Jacob
and his sons in Canaan also could not ﬁnd
enough food. 12 When Jacob heard people report that there was grain that people could buy in Egypt, he sent Joseph’s
older brothers to go there to buy grain.
They went and bought grain from Joseph,
but they did not recognize him. Then
they returned home. 13 When Joseph’s
brothers went to Egypt the second time,
they again bought grain from Joseph. But
this time he told them who he was. And
so Pharaoh learned that Joseph’s people
were Hebrews and that those men who
had come from Canaan were his brothers. 14 Then after Joseph sent his brothers back home, they told their father Jacob that Joseph wanted him and his entire
family to come to Egypt. At that time Jacob’s family consisted of seventy-ﬁve people. 15 So when Jacob heard that, he and
all his family went to live in Egypt. Later
on, Jacob died there, and our other ancestors, his sons, also died there. 16 Their
bodies were brought back to our land and
were buried in the tomb that Abraham
had bought from Hamor’s sons in the city
of Shechem.
17

Our ancestors had become very numerous when it was almost time for God to rescue them from Egypt, as he had promised
Abraham that he would do. 18 Another
king had begun to rule in Egypt. He did
not know that Joseph had greatly helped
the people of Egypt, long before his own
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time. 19 That king cruelly tried to get rid
of our ancestors. He oppressed them and
caused them to suffer greatly. He even
commanded them to throw their newborn babies outside their homes so that
they would die.
20

During that time Moses was born, and
God saw that he was a very beautiful child.
So his parents secretly cared for him in
their house for three months. 21 Then
they had to put him outside the house, but
Pharaoh’s daughter found him and cared
for him as though he were her own son. 22
Moses was taught all the learning that the
people in Egypt knew, and when he grew
up, he spoke and did things powerfully.
23

One day when Moses was about forty
years old, he decided that he would go
and visit his relatives, the Israelites. 24
He saw an Egyptian mistreating one of
the Israelites. So he went over to help
the Israelite man, and he avenged the Israelite man by killing the Egyptian. 25
Moses thought that his fellow Israelites
would understand that God had sent him
to free them from being slaves. But they
26
The next day,
did not understand.
Moses saw two Israelite men ﬁghting each
other. He tried to make them stop ﬁghting
by saying to them, ‘Men, you two are fellow Israelites! Why are you hurting each
other?’ 27 But the man who was injuring
the other man pushed Moses away and
said to him, ’No one appointed you ruler
and judge over us! 28 Do you want to kill
me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’
29
When Moses heard that, he ﬂed from
Egypt to Midian land. He lived there for
some years. He got married, and he and
his wife had two sons.
30

One day forty years later, the Lord God
appeared as an angel to Moses. He appeared in the ﬂame of a bush that was
burning in the desert near Mount Sinai.
31
When Moses saw it, he was amazed, be-

cause the bush was not burning up. As he
went over to look more closely, he heard
the Lord God say to him, 32 ‘I am the God
whom your ancestors worshiped. I am the
God that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worship.’ Moses was so afraid that he began
to shake. He was afraid to look at the
bush any longer. 33 Then the Lord God
said to him, ’Take your sandals off to show
that you honor me. Because I am here,
the place where you are standing is especially mine. 34 I have certainly seen how
the people of Egypt are continually causing my people to suffer. I have heard my
people when they groan because of it. So
I have come down to rescue them from
Egypt. Now get ready, because I am going
to send you back to Egypt.’
35

This Moses is the one who had tried to
help our Israelite people, but whom they
rejected by saying, ‘No one appointed you
ruler and judge!’ Moses is the one whom
God himself sent to rule them and to free
them from being slaves. He is the one
whom an angel in the bush commanded
to do that. 36 Moses is the one who led
our ancestors out from Egypt. He did
many kinds of miracles in Egypt in order
to show that God was with him, at the Sea
of Reeds, and during the forty years that
the Israelite people lived in the wilderness. 37 This Moses is the one who said
to the Israelite people, ‘God will cause another man from among your own people
38
It
to be a prophet like me for you.’
was this man Moses who was among the
Israelites who were together in the wilderness; he was with the angel who had spoken to him on Mount Sinai. It is Moses to
whom God had the angel on Mount Sinai
give him our laws, and he was the one
who told our ancestors what the angel had
said. He was the one who received from
God words that tell us how to live eternally and passed them on to us.
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However, our ancestors did not want to
obey Moses. Instead, they rejected him
as their leader and wanted to return to
Egypt. 40 So they told his older brother
Aaron, ‘Make idols for us who will be our
gods to lead us. As for that fellow Moses
who led us out of Egypt, we do not know
what has happened to him!’ 41 So they
made an image that looked like a calf.
Then they offered sacriﬁces to honor that
idol, and they sang and danced because of
what they themselves had made. 42 So God
stopped correcting them. He abandoned
them to worship the sun, moon and stars
in the sky. This agrees with the words that
one of the prophets wrote:

remained in this land and was still here
when King David ruled. 46 David pleased
God, and he asked God to let him build
a house where he and all of our Israelite
people could worship God. 47 But instead,
God told David’s son Solomon to build a
house where people could worship him.”
48

”However, we know that God is greater
than everything, and he does not live in
houses that people have made. It is like
the prophet Isaiah wrote:
49-50

God said, “Heaven is my throne and
the earth is my footstool. I myself have
made everything both in heaven and on
the earth. So you human beings cannot
make a place good enough for me to live
God said, ’You Israelite people, when in!”
you repeatedly killed animals and offered
51
”You people are extremely stubborn tothem as sacriﬁces during those forty years
that you were in the wilderness, were you ward him! You are exactly like your anoffering them to me? 43 On the contrary, cestors! You always resist the Holy Spirit,
52
Your ancestors caused
you carried with you from place to place just as they did!
every
prophet
to
suffer.
They even killed
the tent that contained the idol representing the god Molech that you worshiped. those who long ago announced that the
You also carried with you the image of Christ would come, the one who always
the star called Rephan. Those were idols did what pleased God. And the Christ has
that you had made, and you worshiped come! He is the one whom you recently
them instead of me. So I will cause you turned over to his enemies and insisted
53
You are the peoto be taken away far from your homes to that they kill him!
regions even farther than Babylon coun- ple who have received God’s laws. Those
were laws that God caused angels to give
try.’
to our ancestors. However, you have not
44
”While our ancestors were in the desert, obeyed them!”
they worshiped God at the sacred tent that 54
When the Jewish council members and
showed that he was there with them. They
others there heard all that Stephen said,
had made the tent exactly like God had
they became very angry. They were grindcommanded Moses to make it. It was exing their teeth together because they were
actly like the model that Moses had seen
so angry at him!
when he was up on the mountain. 45
Later on, other ancestors of ours carried 55 But the Holy Spirit completely conthat tent with them when Joshua led them trolled Stephen. He looked up into heaven
into this land. That was during the time and saw a dazzling light from God, and he
that they took this land for themselves, saw Jesus standing at God’s right side. 56
when God forced the people who previ- “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open, and I
ously lived here to leave. So the Israelites see the Son of Man standing at God’s right
were able to possess this land. The tent side!”
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When the Jewish council members and
others heard that, they shouted loudly.
They put their hands over their ears so
that they would not hear him, and immediately they all rushed at him. 58 They
dragged him outside the city of Jerusalem
and started to throw stones at him. The
people who were accusing him took off
their outer garments in order to throw
stones more easily, and they put their
clothes on the ground next to a young man
whose name was Saul, so that he could
guard them. 59 While they continued to
throw stones at Stephen, Stephen prayed,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”
60

Then Stephen fell on his knees and cried
out, “Lord, do not punish them for this
sin!” After he had said this, he died.

Chapter 8
1-2

Then some men who revered God
buried Stephen’s body in a tomb, and they
mourned greatly and loudly for him.
On that same day people started severely
persecuting the believers who were living
in Jerusalem. So most of the believers ﬂed
to other places throughout the provinces
of Judea and Samaria. The apostles remained in Jerusalem. 3 While they were
killing Stephen, Saul was there approving
that they should kill Stephen. So Saul also
began trying to destroy the group of believers. He entered houses one by one, he
dragged away men and women who believed in Jesus, and then he put them into
prison.
4

The believers who had left Jerusalem
went to different places, where they continued preaching the message about Jesus.
5
One of those believers whose name was
Philip went down from Jerusalem to a city
in the district of Samaria. There he was
telling the people that Jesus is the Christ. 6

Many people there heard Philip speak and
saw the miraculous things that he was doing. So they all paid close attention to his
words. 7 For example, Philip commanded
evil spirits to come out of many people,
and they came out screaming. Also, many
people who were paralyzed and many others who were lame were healed. 8 So
many people in that city greatly rejoiced.
9

There was a man in that city whose
name was Simon. He had been practicing sorcery for a long time, and he amazed
the people in the district of Samaria with
his magic. He claimed he was “Simon
the Great One!” 10 All the people there,
both ordinary and important people, listened to him. They were saying, “This
man is the Great Power of God.” 11 They
continued to listen to him carefully, because for a long time he had astonished
them by practicing sorcery. 12 But then
they believed Philip’s message about the
good news about when God would show
himself as king and about Jesus Christ.
The men and the women who believed
in Jesus were baptized. 13 Simon himself
believed Philip’s message and was baptized. He began to constantly accompany
Philip, and he was continually amazed by
the great miracles he saw Philip doing,
things that showed Philip was speaking
the truth.
14

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard
that many people throughout Samaria district had believed God’s message, they
sent Peter and John there. 15 When Peter
and John arrived in Samaria, they prayed
for those new believers to receive the Holy
Spirit. 16 For it was clear that the Holy
Spirit had not yet come upon any of them.
They had only been baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John
placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
18
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people as a result of the apostles placing
their hands on them. So he offered to give
money to the apostles, 19 saying, “Enable
me also to do what you are doing, so that
everyone on whom I place my hands may
receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said
to him, ”May you and your money be destroyed, because you tried to get God’s gift
with money! 21 You cannot work with us
in what we are doing, because your heart
is not right with God! 22 So stop thinking wickedly like that, and plead that the
Lord, if he is willing, will forgive you for
what you wickedly thought in your heart
to do! 23 Turn away from your evil ways,
because I perceive that you are extremely
envious of us, and you are a slave of your
continual desire to do evil!” 24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord that he
will not do to me what you just said!”
25

After Peter and John told people there
what they knew personally about the Lord
Jesus and declared to them the message of
the Lord, they both returned to Jerusalem.
Along the way they preached the good
word about Jesus to people in the district
of Samaria.
26

One day an angel whom the Lord God
had sent commanded Philip, “Get ready
and go south along the road that extends
from Jerusalem to the city of Gaza.” That
was a road in a desert area. 27 So Philip
got ready and went along that road. On
the road he met a man from the land of
Ethiopia. He was an important oﬃcial
who took care of all the funds for the
queen of Ethiopia. In his language people
called their queen Candace. This man had
gone to Jerusalem to worship God, 28 and
he was returning home and was seated
riding in his chariot. As he was riding,
he was reading aloud in the book of the
prophet Isaiah.

Philip ran to the chariot and heard the oﬃcial reading what the prophet Isaiah had
written. He asked the man, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He answered Philip, “No! I cannot possibly understand it if there is no one to explain it to
me!” Then the man said to Philip, “Please
come up and sit beside me.” 32 The part
of the scriptures that the oﬃcial was reading was this: ”He is as calm as a sheep that
people lead to the place where they are going to kill it, or as a lamb stands in silence
while its wool is being cut off.
33

He will be humiliated. He will not
receive justice. No one will be able to tell
about his descendants—for he will have
no descendants—because they will take
away his life on this earth.”
34

The oﬃcial asked Philip concerning
these words that he was reading, “Tell me,
who was the prophet writing about? Was
he writing about himself or about someone else?” 35 So Philip replied to him; he
began with that scripture passage, and he
told him the good message about Jesus.
36-37

While they were traveling along the
road, they came to a place where there
was some water. Then the oﬃcial said
to Philip, “Look, there is some water! I
would like you to baptize me, because I
do not know of anything that would prevent me from being baptized.” 38 So the
oﬃcial told the driver to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the oﬃcial went
down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. 39 When they came up out of the water, suddenly God’s Spirit took Philip away.
The oﬃcial never saw Philip again. But although he never saw Philip again, the oﬃcial continued going along the road, very
happy.
40

Philip then realized that the Spirit had
miraculously taken him to the town of
29
God’s Spirit told Philip, “Go near to that Azotus. While he traveled around in that
chariot and keep walking close to it!” 30 So region, he continued proclaiming the mes-
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sage about Jesus in all the towns between 11 The Lord Jesus told him, ”Go to Straight
the cities of Azotus and Caesarea. And he Street to the house that belongs to Judas.
was still proclaiming it when he ﬁnally ar- Ask someone there if you can talk to a
rived in Caesarea.
man named Saul of Tarsus, because he
is praying to me at this moment. 12 Saul
has seen a vision in which a man named
Ananias entered the house where he was
staying and put his hands on him in order
that he might see again.” 13 Ananias an1
Meanwhile, Saul angrily continued to swered, ”But Lord, many people have told
threaten to kill those who followed the me about this man! He has done many
Lord. He went to the high priest in evil things to the people in Jerusalem who
Jerusalem 2 and requested him to write let- believe in you! 14 The chief priests have
ters introducing him to the leaders of the given him power to come here to DamJewish synagogues in Damascus. The let- ascus in order to arrest all those who beters asked them to give Saul power to seize lieve in you!” 15 But the Lord Jesus told
any man or woman who followed the way Ananias, ”Go to Saul! Do what I say, bethat Jesus had taught, and to take them as cause I have chosen him to serve me in
prisoners to Jerusalem so that the Jewish order that he might speak about me both
leaders could judge and punish them.
to non-Jewish people and their kings and
16
3
While Saul and those with him were trav- to the Israelite people. I myself will tell
eling, they were approaching Damascus. him that he must often suffer in order to
17
Suddenly a brilliant light from heaven tell people about me.” So Ananias went,
shone around Saul. 4 Immediately he fell and after he found the house where Saul
down to the ground. Then he heard the was, he entered it. Then, as soon as he
voice of someone say to him, “Saul, Saul, met Saul, he put his hands on him, and
5 he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus himwhy are you trying to hurt me?”
Saul asked him, “Lord, who are you?” He self commanded me to come to you. He is
replied, ”I am Jesus, whom you are hurt- the same one who appeared to you while
ing. 6 Now stand up and go into the city! you were traveling along the road to DamSomeone there will tell you what I want ascus. He sent me to you in order that
you to do.” 7 The men who were travel- you might see again and that you might be
ing with Saul were so astonished that they completely controlled by the Holy Spirit.”
18
Instantly, things like ﬁsh scales fell from
could not say anything. They just stood
there. They heard the Lord speak, but Saul’s eyes, and he was able to see again.
19
they did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up Then he stood up and was baptized. Affrom the ground, but when he opened his ter Saul ate some food, he became strong
eyes he could not see anything. So the again. Saul stayed with the other believmen with him took him by the hand and ers in Damascus for several days.
led him into Damascus. 9 For the next 20
Right away he began to preach about
three days Saul could not see anything,
Jesus in the Jewish synagogues. He told
and he did not eat or drink anything.
them that Jesus is the Son of God. 21
10
In Damascus there was a follower of Je- All the people who heard him preach
sus named Ananias. The Lord Jesus made were amazed. Some of them were sayhim see a vision and said to him, “Ana- ing, “We can hardly believe that this is
nias!” He replied, “Lord, I am listening.” the same man who pursued the believers

Chapter 9
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in Jerusalem and who has come here to
take them as prisoners to the chief priests
in Jerusalem!” 22 But God enabled Saul
to preach to many people even more convincingly. He was proving from the scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. So the Jewish
leaders in Damascus could not think how
to disprove what he said.

sus, his hometown.

26

Sharon Plain saw Aeneas after the Lord
had healed him, so they believed in the
Lord Jesus.

31

So the groups of believers throughout
the entire regions of Judea, Galilee, and
Samaria lived peacefully because no one
was persecuting them anymore. The Holy
Spirit was strengthening them and encouraging them. They were continuing to
honor the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit
23
was
enabling many other people to beSome time later, the Jewish leaders
24
there plotted to kill him.
During each come believers.
day and night those Jews were continu- 32 While Peter was traveling throughout
ally watching the people passing through those regions, once he went to the coastal
the city gates, in order that when they saw plain to visit the believers who lived in
33
Saul they might kill him. However, some- the town of Lydda.
There he met a
one told Saul what they planned to do. 25 man whose name was Aeneas. Aeneas
So some of those whom he had led to be- had not been able to get up from his bed
lieve in Jesus took him one night to the for eight years because he was paralyzed.
high stone wall that surrounded the city. 34 Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ
They used ropes to lower him in a large heals you! Get up and roll up your mat!”
basket through an opening in the wall. In Right away Aeneas stood up. 35 Most of
this way he escaped from Damascus.
the people who lived in Lydda and on
When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he
tried to meet with other believers. However, almost all of them continued to be
afraid of him, because they did not believe that he had become a believer. 27 But
Barnabas took him and brought him to
the apostles. He explained to the apostles
how, while Saul was traveling along the
road to Damascus, he had seen the Lord
Jesus and how the Lord had spoken to him
there. He also told them how Saul had
preached boldly about Jesus to people in
Damascus. 28 So Saul began to meet with
the apostles and other believers throughout Jerusalem, and he spoke boldly to people about the Lord Jesus.
29

Saul was also speaking about Jesus with
Jews who spoke Greek, and he was debating with them. But they were continually
trying to think of a way to kill him. 30
When the other believers heard that they
were planning to kill him, some of them
took Saul down to the city of Caesarea.
There they put him on a ship going to Tar-

36

In the town of Joppa there was a believer whose name was Tabitha. Her
name in the Greek language was Dorcas.
She was always doing good deeds for poor
people by giving them things that they
needed. 37 During the time that Peter was
in Lydda, she became sick and died. Some
women there washed her body according
to the Jewish custom. Then they covered
her body with cloth and placed it in an upstairs room in her house.
38

Lydda was near the city of Joppa, so
when the disciples heard that Peter was
still in Lydda, they sent two men to go
to Peter. When they arrived where Peter was, they urged him, “Please come
immediately with us to Joppa!” 39 Peter
got ready right away and went with them.
When he arrived at the house in Joppa,
they took him to the upstairs room where
Dorcas’ body was lying. All the widows
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there stood around him. They were crying and showing him the tunics and other
garments that Dorcas had made for people while she was still alive. 40 But Peter sent them all out of the room. Then
he got down on his knees and prayed.
Then, turning toward her body, he said,
“Tabitha, stand up!” Immediately she
opened her eyes and, when she saw Peter,
she sat up. 41 He grasped one of her hands
and helped her to stand up. After he had
summoned the believers and especially
the widows among them to come back in,
he showed them that she was alive again.
42
Soon people everywhere in Joppa knew
about that miracle, and as a result many
people believed in the Lord Jesus. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa many days with a man
named Simon who made leather from animal skins.

Chapter 10
1

There was a man who lived in the city
of Caesarea whose name was Cornelius.
He was an oﬃcer who commanded one
hundred men in a large group of Roman
soldiers from Italy. 2 He always tried to
do what would please God; he and his entire household were non-Jews who habitually worshiped God. He sometimes gave
money to help poor Jewish people, and he
prayed to God regularly.
3

One day at about three o’clock in the afternoon Cornelius saw a vision. He clearly
saw an angel whom God had sent. He
saw the angel coming into his room and
saying to him, “Cornelius!” 4 Cornelius
stared at the angel and became terriﬁed.
Then he asked fearfully, “Sir, what do you
want?” The angel who was sent from God
answered him, ”You have pleased God because you have been praying regularly to
him and you often give money to help

poor people. Those things have been like
a memorial offering to God. 5 So now
command some men to go to Joppa and
tell them to bring back a man named Simon whose other name is Peter. 6 He is
staying with a man, also named Simon,
who makes leather. His house is near the
ocean.” 7 When the angel who spoke to
Cornelius had gone, he summoned two of
his household servants and a soldier who
served him, one who also worshiped God.
8
He explained to them everything that the
angel had said. Then he told them to go to
city of Joppa to ask Peter to come to Caesarea.
9

About noon the next day those three
men were traveling along the road and
were coming near Joppa. As they were
approaching Joppa, Peter went up on the
ﬂat housetop to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat. While
some people were preparing the food, Peter saw a vision. 11 He saw the sky open
and something like a large sheet being
lowered to the ground, with its four corners raised up. 12 Inside the sheet were
all kinds of creatures. These included animals and birds that the Mosaic laws forbade Jews to eat. Some had four feet, others crawled on the ground, and others
were wild birds. 13 Then he heard God
say to him, “Peter, stand up, kill some of
these and eat them!” 14 But Peter replied,
“Lord, surely you do not really want me to
do that since I have never eaten anything
that our Jewish law says is unacceptable
to you or something that we must not eat!”
15
Then Peter heard God talk to him a second time. He said, “I am God, so if I have
made something acceptable to eat, do not
say that it is not acceptable to eat!” 16 This
happened three times. Immediately after
that, the sheet with the animals and birds
was then pulled back into the sky.
17
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what that vision meant, the men who had
been sent by Cornelius arrived. They
asked people how to get to Simon’s house.
So they found his house and were standing outside the gate. 18 They called and
asked if a man named Simon, whose other
19
name was Peter, was staying there.
While Peter was still trying to understand
what the vision meant, God’s Spirit said
to him, ”Listen! Three men are here who
want to see you. 20 So get up and go downstairs and go with them! Do not think that
you should not go with them, because I
have sent them here!” 21 So Peter went
down to the men and said to them, “Greetings! I am the man you are looking for.
Why have you come?” 22 They replied,
“Cornelius, who is a Roman army oﬃcer,
sent us here. He is a good man who worships God, and all of the Jewish people
who know about him say that he is a very
good man. An angel said to him, ‘Tell some
men to go to Joppa to see Simon Peter and
bring him here, so that you can hear what
he has to say.’ ” 23 So Peter invited them
into the house and told them that they
should stay there that night.
The next day Peter got ready and went
with the men. Several of the believers
from Joppa also went with him. 24 The
day after that, they arrived in the city of
Caesarea. Cornelius was waiting for them.
He had also invited his relatives and close
friends to come, so they were there in his
25
When Peter entered the
house too.
house, Cornelius met him and bowed low
in front of him to worship him. 26 But
Peter grasped Cornelius by the hand and
lifted him to his feet. He said, “Stand up!
Do not bow down and worship me! I myself am only human, like you!”
27

While he was talking to Cornelius, Peter
and the others entered the house and saw
that many people had gathered together
there. 28 Then Peter said to them, ”You all

know that any of us Jews think we are disobeying our Jewish laws if we associate
with those who are descendants of nonJewish parents or if we even visit in their
homes. However, God has shown me in
a vision that I should not say anyone is so
deﬁled and unclean that God would not accept him. 29 So when you sent some men
to ask me to come here, I came right away
without objection. So, please tell me, why
have you asked me to come here?”
30

Cornelius replied, ”About this time
three days ago I was praying to God in my
house, as I regularly do at three o’clock
in the afternoon. Suddenly a man whose
clothes shone brightly stood in front of
me 31 and said, ’Cornelius, God has heard
your prayer. He has also noticed that you
have often given money to help poor people, and he is pleased with that. 32 So now,
send messengers to go to the city of Joppa
in order to ask Simon whose other name is
Peter to come here. He is staying near the
ocean in a house that belongs to another
man named Simon, who makes leather.’
33
So I immediately sent some men who
asked you to come here, and I certainly
thank you for coming. Now we all are
gathered here, knowing that God is with
us, in order to hear all the things that the
Lord God has commanded you to say. So
please speak to us.”
34

So Peter began to speak to them. He
said, ”Now I understand that it is true that
God does not favor only certain groups
of people. 35 Instead, from every people group he accepts everyone who honors him and who does what pleases him.
36
You know the message that God sent
to us Israelites. He proclaimed to us the
good news that he would cause people to
have peace with him because of what Jesus Christ has done. This Jesus is not Lord
only over us Israelites. He is also the Lord
who rules over all people. 37 You know
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what he did throughout the land of Judea,
beginning in Galilee. He began to do those
things after John had been proclaiming to
people that they should turn away from
their sinful behavior before he baptized
them. 38 You know that God gave his Holy
Spirit to Jesus, the man from the town of
Nazareth, and gave him the power to do
miracles. You also know how Jesus went
to many places, always doing good deeds
and healing people. He was healing all the
people whom the devil was causing to suffer. Jesus was able to do those things because God was always helping him.”
39

”We all saw the things Jesus did in
Jerusalem and around every part of the
country of Israel where he lived. His
enemies killed him by nailing him to a
wooden cross. 40 Then God raised him
back to life on the third day after he died,
and he made sure that many people would
see him alive after he was brought back to
life. People were sure it was him who had
died, and now they saw with their own
eyes, and were fully convinced, that he
was alive again. 41 At that time God did
not let everyone see him, only those he selected to spend time with him and to eat a
meal together in those ﬁrst days just after
God raised him back to life. 42 God commanded us to preach to the people and he
told us to tell them that he appointed Jesus to be the judge of everyone one day, a
day that is sure to come. He will judge all
those who will still be living and all those
who have died before that time. 43 All the
prophets who wrote about him long ago
told the people about him. They wrote
that if anyone believed in him, God could
forgive whatever sins they have done, because of what this man, Jesus, had done
for them.”

tions who were listening to the message.
45
The Jewish believers who had come
with Peter from Joppa were amazed that
God had generously given the Holy Spirit
to people from all different nations, too.
46
The Jewish believers knew that God
had done that because they were hearing
those people speaking languages that they
had not learned and telling how great God
is. Then Peter said 47 to the other Jewish
believers who were there, “God has given
them the Holy Spirit just like he gave him
to us Jewish believers, so surely all of you
would agree that we should baptize these
people!” 48 Then Peter told those nonJewish people that they should be baptized as believers in Jesus Christ. So they
baptized all of them. After they were baptized, they requested that Peter stay with
them several days. So Peter and the other
Jewish believers did that.

Chapter 11
1

The apostles and other believers who
lived in various towns in the province of
Judea heard people say that some nonJewish people had also believed the message of God about Jesus. 2 But there were
some Jewish believers in Jerusalem who
wanted all followers of Christ to be circumcized. When Peter returned from Caesarea to Jerusalem, they met with him and
criticized him. 3 They said to him, “Not
only was it wrong for you to visit in the
homes of uncircumcized non-Jews, you
even ate with them!”
4

So Peter began to explain exactly what
had happened. 5 He said, ”I was praying
by myself in the city of Joppa, and in a
trance I saw a vision. I saw that something
44
While Peter was still speaking those like a large sheet was being lowered from
words, suddenly the Holy Spirit came heaven by its four corners, and it came
down on all those people from other na- down to where I was. 6 As I was look-
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ing intently into it, I saw some tame animals and also some wild animals, reptiles,
and wild birds. 7 Then I heard God commanding me, ‘Peter, get up, kill and eat
them!’ 8 But I replied, ‘Lord, you surely do
not really want me to do that, because I
have never eaten anything that our laws
say that we must not eat!’ 9 God spoke
from heaven to me a second time, ‘I am
God, so if I have made something acceptable to eat, do not say it is unacceptable.’
10
This same thing happened two more
times, and then the sheet with all those animals and birds was pulled up into heaven
again.
11

At that exact moment, three men who
had been sent from Caesarea arrived at
the house where I was staying. 12 God’s
Spirit told me that I should not hesitate
to go with them even though they were
not Jews. Six Jewish believers also went
with me to Caesarea, and then we went
into that non-Jewish man’s house. 13 He
told us that he had seen an angel standing in his house. The angel told him,
’Tell some men to go to Joppa and bring
back Simon whose other name is Peter. 14
He will tell you how you and everyone
15
else in your house will be saved.’
As I started to speak, the Holy Spirit suddenly came down on them, just like he
had ﬁrst come on us during the Pentecost
festival. 16 Then I remembered what the
Lord had said: ‘John baptized you with
water, but God will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.’ 17 God gave those non-Jews
the same Holy Spirit that he had given to
us after we had believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ. So I could not possibly tell God that
he did wrong when he gave them the Holy
Spirit!”

the non-Jews so that they will have eternal
life, if they turn from their sinful behavior.”
19

After Stephen died, many of the believers left Jerusalem and went to other
places because they were suffering there
in Jerusalem. Some of them went to
Phoenicia, some went to the Island of
Cyprus, and others went to Antioch, a city
in Syria. In those places they were continually telling people the message about Jesus, but they told only other Jewish people. 20 Some of the believers were men
from the Island of Cyprus and Cyrene city
in north Africa. They went to Antioch and
were also telling non-Jewish people about
the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord God was powerfully enabling those believers to preach
effectively. As a result, very many nonJewish people believed their message and
trusted in the Lord.
22

The group of believers in Jerusalem
heard people say that many people in Antioch were believing in Jesus. So the leaders of the believers in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he got there, he
realized that God had acted kindly toward
the believers. So he was very happy, and
he was encouraging all of the believers to
continue to trust completely in the Lord Jesus. 24 Barnabas was a good man whom
the Holy Spirit completely controlled, one
who trusted God completely. Because of
what Barnabas did, many people there believed in the Lord Jesus.
25

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus city in
Cilicia to look for Saul. 26 After he found
him, Barnabas brought him back to Antioch to help teach the believers. So during
a whole year Barnabas and Saul met regularly with the church there and taught
large numbers of people about Jesus. It
18
After those Jewish believers heard what
was at Antioch that the disciples were ﬁrst
Peter said, they stopped criticizing him.
called Christians.
Instead, they praised God, saying, “Then
it is clear to us that God has also accepted 27 During the time that Barnabas and Saul
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were at Antioch, some believers who were
prophets arrived there from Jerusalem. 28
One of them, whose name was Agabus,
stood up in order to speak. God’s Spirit
enabled him to prophesy that there would
soon be a famine in many countries. (This
famine happened when Claudius was the
29
Roman emperor.)
When the believers there heard what Agabus said, they decided that they would send money to help
the believers who lived in Judea. Each of
them decided to give as much money as he
was able to give. 30 They sent the money
with Barnabas and Saul to the leaders of
the believers in Jerusalem. y

Chapter 12
1

before Herod planned to bring Peter out
from prison to have him executed publicly, Peter was sleeping in the prison between two soldiers, with two chains binding him. Two other soldiers were guarding the prison doors. 7 Suddenly an angel from the Lord God stood beside Peter,
and a bright light shone in his cell. The angel poked Peter in the side and woke him
up and said, “Get up quickly!” While Peter was getting up, the chains fell off from
his wrists. However, the soldiers were not
aware of what was happening. 8 Then
the angel said to him, “Fasten your belt
around you and put on your sandals!” So
Peter did that. Then the angel told him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow
9
So Peter put on his cloak and
me!”
sandals and followed the angel out of the
prison cell, but he had no idea that all this
was really happening. He thought that
he was dreaming. 10 Peter and the angel
walked by the soldiers who were guarding the two doors, but the soldiers did not
see them. Then they came to the iron gate
that led into the city. The gate opened
by itself, and Peter and the angel walked
out of the prison. After they had walked
some distance along one street, the angel
suddenly disappeared. 11 Then Peter ﬁnally realized that what had happened to
him was not a vision, but that it had really happened. So he thought, “Now I really know that the Lord God sent an angel to help me. He rescued me from what
Herod planned to do to me and also from
all the things that the Jewish leaders expected would happen.”

It was about this time that King Herod
Agrippa sent soldiers to arrest some of
the leaders of the group of believers in
Jerusalem.
The soldiers put them in
prison. He did that because he wanted
to make the believers suffer. 2 He commanded a soldier to cut off the head of
the apostle James, the older brother of the
apostle John. So the soldier did that. 3
When Herod realized that he had pleased
the leaders of the Jewish people, he commanded soldiers to arrest Peter, too. This
happened during the festival when the
Jewish people ate bread without yeast. 4
After they arrested Peter, they put him in
prison. They commanded four groups of
soldiers to guard Peter. Each group had
four soldiers. Herod wanted to bring Peter out of prison and judge him in front of 12
When Peter realized that God had resthe Jewish people after the Passover Festicued him, he went to Mary’s house. She
val was ﬁnished. He then planned to exewas the mother of John whose other name
cute Peter.
was Mark. Many believers had assembled
5
So for several days Peter stayed in prison. there, and they were praying that God
But the other believers in their group in would help Peter somehow. 13 When PeJerusalem were praying earnestly to God ter knocked at the outer entrance, a serthat he would help Peter. 6 The night vant girl named Rhoda came to ﬁnd out
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who was outside the door. 14 When Peter
answered her, she recognized his voice,
but she was so happy and excited that she
did not open the door! Instead, she ran
back into the house. She announced to
the other believers that Peter was standing outside the door. 15 But one of them
said to her, “You are crazy!” But she continued saying that it was really true. They
kept saying, “No, it cannot be Peter. It is
probably his angel.” 16 But Peter continued knocking on the door. So when someone ﬁnally opened the door, they saw that
it was Peter, and they were completely
amazed! 17 Peter motioned with his hand
for them to be quiet. Then he told them
exactly how the Lord God had led him out
of the prison. He also said, “Tell James, the
leader of our group, and our other fellow
believers what has happened.” Then Peter left and went away somewhere else.

day that Herod had planned to meet with
them, he put on very expensive clothes
that showed that he was king. Then he sat
on his throne and formally addressed all
the people who had gathered there. 22
Those who were listening to him shouted
repeatedly, “This man who is speaking is
a god, not a man!” 23 So, because Herod let
the people praise him instead of praising
God, immediately an angel from the Lord
God caused Herod to become seriously ill.
Many worms ate his intestines, and soon
he died very painfully.
24

The believers continued telling God’s
message to people in many places, and the
number of people who believed in Jesus
was continually increasing.
25

When Barnabas and Saul ﬁnished delivering the money to help the Jewish believers in the province of Judea, they left
Jerusalem and returned to the city of An18
The next morning the soldiers who had tioch, in the province of Syria. They took
been guarding Peter became terribly up- John, whose other name was Mark, with
set, because they did not know what had them.
happened to him. 19 Then Herod heard
about it. So he commanded soldiers to
search for Peter, but they did not ﬁnd
him. Then he questioned the soldiers
who had been guarding Peter, and com1
Among the group of believers in Antimanded them to be led away to be executed. Afterwards, Herod went from the och in the province of Syria there were
province of Judea down to the city of Cae- prophets and those who taught people
about Jesus. They were Barnabas; Simeon,
sarea, where he stayed for some time.
who was also called Niger; Lucius, who
20
King Herod had been furiously angry from Cyrene; Manaen, who had grown
with the people who lived in the cities of up with King Herod Antipas; and Saul.
Tyre and Sidon. Then one day some men 2 While they were worshiping the Lord
who represented them came together to and fasting, the Holy Spirit said to them,
the city of Caesarea in order to meet “Choose Barnabas and Saul to serve me
with Herod. They persuaded Blastus, who and to go and do the work that I have
was one of Herod’s important oﬃcials, to chosen them to do!” 3 So they contintell Herod that the people in their cities ued to fast and pray. Then they put their
wanted to make peace with him. They hands on Barnabas and Saul and prayed
wanted to be able to trade with the peo- that God would help them. Then they sent
ple that Herod ruled, because they needed them off to do what the Holy Spirit had
to buy food from those regions. 21 On the commanded.
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The Holy Spirit gave Barnabas and Saul
instructions about where to go. So they
went down from Antioch to the city of Seleucia by the sea. From there they went
by ship to the city of Salamis on the Island
of Cyprus. 5 While they were in Salamis,
they went to the Jewish meeting places.
There they proclaimed the message from
God about Jesus. John Mark went with
them and was helping them.
6

The three of them went across the entire
island to the city of Paphos. There they
met a magician whose name was Bar Jesus. He was a Jew who falsely claimed to
be a prophet. 7 He was with the governor
of the island, Sergius Paulus, who was an
intelligent man. The governor sent someone to ask Barnabas and Saul to come to
him because he wanted to hear the word
of God. 8 However, the magician, whose
name is translated Elymas in the Greek
language, tried to stop them. He repeatedly tried to persuade the governor not
9
Then Saul, who
to believe in Jesus.
now called himself Paul, empowered by
the Holy Spirit, looked intently at the magician and said, 10 ”You are serving the
devil, and you try to stop everything that
is good! You are always lying to people
and doing other evil things to them. You
must stop saying that the truth about the
Lord God is false! 11 Right now the Lord
God is going to punish you! You will become blind and you will not be able to see
the sun for a while.” At once he became
blind, as though he were in a dark mist,
and he groped about, searching for someone to hold him by the hand and lead him.
12
When the governor saw what had happened to Elymas, he believed in Jesus. He
was amazed by what Paul and Barnabas
were teaching about the Lord Jesus.

Perga John Mark left them and returned to
his home in Jerusalem. 14 Then Paul and
Barnabas traveled by land from Perga and
arrived in the city of Antioch in the district
of Pisidia in the province of Galatia. On
the Sabbath they entered the synagogue
and sat down. 15 Someone read aloud
from what Moses had written in the books
of the law. Next someone read from what
the prophets had written. Then the leaders of the Jewish meeting place sent a message to Paul and Barnabas: “Fellow Jews,
if one of you wants to speak to the people
here to encourage them, please speak to
us now.”
16

So Paul stood up and motioned with his
hand so that the people would listen to
him. Then he said, ”Fellow Israelites and
you non-Jewish people who also worship
God, please listen to me! 17 God, whom we
Israelites worship, chose our ancestors to
be his people, and he caused them to become very numerous while they were foreigners living in Egypt. Then God did powerful things in order to lead them out of
slavery. 18 Even though they repeatedly
disobeyed him, he endured their behavior for about forty years while they were
in the wilderness. 19 He enabled the Israelites to conquer seven people groups
who were then living in the region of
Canaan, and he gave their land to the Israelites to possess forever. 20 All of these
things happened about 450 years after
their ancestors had gone to Egypt.”

”After that, God chose people to serve as
judges and as leaders to rule the Israelite
people. Those leaders continued to rule
our people, and the prophet Samuel was
the last judge to rule them. 21 Then, while
Samuel was still their leader, the people
demanded that he choose a king to rule
13
After that, Paul and the men with him them. So God chose Saul, the son of Kish,
went by ship from Paphos to the city of from the tribe of Benjamin, to be their
Perga in the province of Pamphylia. At king. He ruled them for forty years. 22 Af-
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ter God had rejected Saul from being king,
he chose David to be their king. God said
about him, ‘I have seen that David, son of
Jesse, is exactly the kind of man who desires what I desire. He will do everything
that I want him to do.’”

killed Jesus by nailing him to a cross. Then
his body was taken down from the cross
and placed in a tomb. 30 However, God
raised him from the dead. 31 For many
days he repeatedly appeared to his followers who had come along with him from
Galilee to Jerusalem. Those who saw him
23
”From among David’s descendants, God are telling the people about him now.”
brought one of them, Jesus, to us Israelite 32
”Right now we are proclaiming to you
people to save us, just as he had promised
this
good message. We want to tell you
David and our other ancestors that he
he promised to
would do. 24 Before Jesus began his work, that God has fulﬁlled what
33
our
Jewish
ancestors!
Now
he has done
John the Baptizer preached to all of our Israelite people who came to him. He told this for us who are their descendants, and
them that they should turn away from also for you who are not Jews, by making
their sinful behavior and ask God to for- Jesus alive again. That is just like what
give them. Then he would baptize them. David wrote in the second Psalm, when
25
When John was about to ﬁnish the work God was speaking about sending his Son,
that God gave him to do, he was saying,
’You are my Son,
‘Do you think that I am the Messiah whom
today I have become your Father.’
God promised to send? No, I am not. But
listen! The Messiah will soon come. He is 34 God has raised the Messiah from the
so much greater than I am that I am not dead and will never let him die again. God
even important enough to take the san- said to our Jewish ancestors, ‘I will surely
dals off of his feet.’”
help you, as I promised David that I would
26

”Dear brothers, and all you who are
descendants of Abraham, and you nonJewish people among you who also worship God, please listen! It is to all of us
that God has sent the message about how
he saves people. 27 The people living in
Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus. They did not understand
the messages of their own prophets even
though the prophets were read aloud to
them every Sabbath, and then what the
prophets predicted long ago was made
true when they condemned Jesus to death.
28
Many people accused Jesus of doing
wicked things, but even though they could
not prove that he had done anything for
which he deserved to die, they asked Pilate the governor to condemn Jesus to
death. 29 They did to Jesus all the things
that the prophets long ago had written
that the people would do to him. They

do.’ 35 In another Psalm of David, he also
says about the Messiah: ‘You will not allow the body of your holy one to decay.’ 36
While David was living, he did what God
wanted him to do. And when he died, his
body was buried, as his ancestors’ bodies
had been buried, and his body decayed.
So he could not have been speaking about
himself in this Psalm. 37 But Jesus was
the one God raised from the dead, and his
body did not decay.”
38

”Therefore, my fellow Israelites and
other friends, it is important for you to
know that God can forgive you for your
sins as a result of what Jesus has done. He
will even forgive you for those things that
you could not be forgiven for by the laws
that Moses wrote. 39 All people who believe in Jesus are no longer guilty of any
of the things that they have done that displeased God. 40 So then be careful that
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God does not judge you, as the prophets
‘I have chosen you to reveal things about
said that God would do! 41 The prophet me to non-Jewish people that will be like a
wrote that God said:
light to them. I have chosen you to tell people everywhere in the world the message
‘You who ridicule me, you will certainly
that I want to save them.’”
be astonished when you see what I am doing, and then you will be destroyed. You 48 When the non-Jewish people heard
will be astonished because I will do some- those words, they began to rejoice, and
thing terrible to you while you are living. they gave God praise for the message
You would not believe that I would do that about Jesus. All of the non-Jewish people whom God had chosen for eternal life
even though someone told you!’”
believed the message about the Lord Je42
After Paul ﬁnished speaking and were sus. 49 At that time, many of the believers
going away, many of the people there traveled around throughout that region,
asked them to return on the next Sab- spreading the message about the Lord Jebath and say these things to them again. sus everywhere they went.
43
When the meeting was over, many of
50
However, some leaders of the Jews
them began to follow Paul and Barnabas.
These people were both Jews and non- talked to some important women who
Jews who worshiped God. Paul and Barn- worshiped with them, as well as the most
abas continued talking to them, and were important men in the city. They perurging them to continue to trust that God suaded them to try to stop Paul and Barnkindly forgives people’s sins because of abas. So those non-Jewish people led
many people against Paul and Barnabas,
what Jesus did.
and they drove them out of their region.
44
On the next Sabbath day, most of the 51 As the two apostles were leaving, they
people in Antioch came to the Jewish shook the dust from their feet to show
meeting place to hear Paul and Barnabas those leaders that God had rejected them
speak about the Lord Jesus. 45 But the and would punish them. Then they left
leaders of the Jews became extremely jeal- the city of Antioch and went to the city of
ous when they saw the large crowds of Iconium. 52 Meanwhile the believers conpeople that were coming to hear Paul and tinued to be ﬁlled with joy and with the
Barnabas. So they began to contradict the power of the Holy Spirit.
things that Paul was saying and also to insult him. 46 Then, speaking very boldly,
Paul and Barnabas said to those Jewish
leaders, ”We had to speak the message
from God about Jesus to you Jews ﬁrst before we proclaim it to non-Jews, because 1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as
God commanded us to do that. But you usual into the Jewish meeting place and
are rejecting God’s message. By doing that, spoke very powerfully about the Lord Jeyou have shown that you are not worthy sus. As a result, many Jews and also nonof eternal life. Therefore, we are leaving Jews believed in Jesus. 2 But some of
you, and now we will go to the non-Jewish the Jews refused to believe that message.
people to tell them the message from God. They told the non-Jews not to believe it;
47
We are doing this also because the Lord they made some of the non-Jews angry toGod has commanded us to do it. He said ward the believers there. 3 So Paul and
Barnabas spent a long time there speakin the scriptures,
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ing boldly for the Lord, and the Lord Jesus enabled them to do many miracles. In
this way he showed people the truth of the
message that, even though we do not deserve it, the Lord saves us.
4

The people who lived in Iconium had
two different opinions. Some agreed with
the Jews. Others agreed with the apostles. 5 Then the non-Jewish people and
the Jews who opposed Paul and Barnabas
talked among themselves about how they
could mistreat Paul and Barnabas. Some
of the important men in that city agreed
to help them. Together, they decided
that they would kill Paul and Barnabas by
throwing stones at them. 6 But Paul and
Barnabas heard about their plan, so they
quickly went away to the district of Lycaonia. They went to the cities of Lystra and
Derbe in that district and to the surrounding area. 7 While they were in that area,
they continually told the people the message about the Lord Jesus.
8

In Lystra, a man was sitting there who
was crippled in his legs. When his mother
gave birth to him, he had crippled legs, so
he was never able to walk. 9 He listened
as Paul was speaking about the Lord Jesus.
Paul looked directly at him and could see
in the man’s face that he believed that the
Lord Jesus could make him well. 10 So with
a loud voice, Paul called out to him, “Stand
up!” When the man heard that, he immediately jumped up and began to walk
around.
11

When the crowd saw what Paul had
done, they thought that Paul and Barnabas were the gods that they worshiped.
So they shouted excitedly in their own Lycaonian language, “Look! The gods have
made themselves to look like people and
have come down from the sky to help
us!” 12 They began to say that Barnabas
was probably the chief god, whose name
was Zeus. And they began to say that

Paul was Hermes, the messenger for the
other gods. They thought that because
Paul was the one who had been speaking.
13
Just outside the gates of the city there
was a temple where the people worshiped
Zeus. The priest who was there heard
what Paul and Barnabas had done, so he
came to the city gate, where many people had already gathered. He brought two
bulls with wreaths of ﬂowers around their
necks. The priest and the crowd of people
wanted to kill the bulls as part of a ceremony to worship Paul and Barnabas. 14
But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul,
heard about that, they were very upset, so
they tore their own clothes. They rushed
among the people, shouting, 15 ”Men, you
must not kill those bulls to worship us! We
are not gods! We are just human beings
with the same feelings as you! We have
come to tell you some good news! We
have come to tell you about the God who
is all-powerful. He wants you to stop worshiping other gods, because they cannot
help you. This true God made the heavens, the earth, the oceans, and everything
in them. 16 In the past, all of you nonJewish people worshiped whatever gods
that you wanted to. God let you worship
them, because you did not know him. 17
But he has shown us that he acts kindly
toward us. He is the one who causes it to
rain and causes crops to grow. He is the
one who gives you plenty of food, and ﬁlls
your hearts with joy.” 18 The people heard
what Paul said, but they still thought that
they should sacriﬁce those bulls to worship Paul and Barnabas. But ﬁnally, the
people decided not to do it.
19

However, some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and persuaded many of
the people of Lystra that the message Paul
had been telling them was not true. The
people who believed what those Jews said
became angry with Paul. They let the Jews
throw stones at him until he fell down, un-
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conscious. They all thought that he was
dead, so they dragged him outside the city
and left him lying there. 20 But some of
the believers in Lystra came and stood
around Paul, where he was lying on the
ground. And Paul became conscious! He
stood up and went back into the city with
the believers.

Paul and Barnabas in the work that they
27
had now completed.
When they arrived in the city of Antioch, they called the
believers together. Then Paul and Barnabas told them all that God had helped
them to do. Speciﬁcally, they told them
how God had enabled many non-Jewish
people to believe in Jesus. 28 Then Paul
and Barnabas stayed in Antioch with the
The next day, Paul and Barnabas left the other believers for a long time.
city of Lystra and traveled to the city
of Derbe. 21 They stayed there several
days, and they kept telling the people the
good message about Jesus. Many people became believers. After that, Paul
and Barnabas started on their way back. 1 Then some Jewish believers went down
They went again to Lystra. Then they from Judea province to Antioch. They
went from there to Iconium, and then started teaching the non-Jewish believers
they went to the city of Antioch in the there, saying, “You must be circumcised
province of Pisidia. 22 In each place, they to show that you belong to God, as Moses
urged the believers to keep on trusting commanded in the laws that he received
in the Lord Jesus. They told the believ- from God. If you do not do that, you
ers, “We must suffer many hardships be- will not be saved.” 2 Paul and Barnabas
fore God will rule over us forever.” 23 strongly disagreed with those Jews and
Paul and Barnabas chose leaders for each started arguing with them. So the believcongregation. Before Paul and Barnabas ers at Antioch appointed Paul and Barnleft each place, they gathered the believ- abas and some of the other believers to
ers together and spent some time pray- go to Jerusalem, in order that they might
ing and fasting. Then Paul and Barnabas discuss this matter with the apostles and
entrusted the leaders and other believers other leaders.
to the Lord Jesus, in whom they had be3
After Paul, Barnabas, and the others
lieved, in order that he would care for
were
sent on their way by the believthem.
ers in Antioch, they traveled through
24
After Paul and Barnabas had traveled the provinces of Phoenicia and Samaria.
through the district of Pisidia, they went When they stopped at different places
south to the district of Pamphylia. 25 In along the way, they reported to the bethat district, they arrived at the town of lievers that many non-Jews had become
Perga and preached God’s message about believers. As a result, all the believers
the Lord Jesus to the people there. Then in those places rejoiced greatly. 4 When
they went down to the seacoast at the Paul, Barnabas, and the others arrived
town of Attalia. 26 There they got on a ship in Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the
and went back to the city of Antioch in apostles, other elders, and the other bethe province of Syria. That was the place lievers in the group there. Then Paul
where Paul and Barnabas had been cho- and Barnabas reported the things that
sen to go to other places and preach, and God had enabled them to do among nonwhere the believers had asked God to help Jewish people.
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But some of the Jewish believers who
belonged to the Pharisee sect stood up
among the other believers and said to
them, “The non-Jews who have believed
in Jesus must be circumcised, and they
must be told to obey the laws that God
gave to Moses.”

speaking, James, the leader of the group
of believers in Jerusalem, spoke to them.
He said, ”Fellow believers, listen to me. 14
Simon Peter has told you how God previously blessed the non-Jews. God did that
by choosing from among them a people
15
who would belong to himself.
The
words that God spoke long ago, words that
6
Then the apostles and the elders met towere written by one of the prophets, agree
gether in order to talk about this matter. 7
with that:
After they had discussed it for a long time,
16
Peter stood up and spoke to them. He said,
Later on I will return and I will choose
”Fellow believers, you all know that a long a king from the descendants of David. It
time ago God chose me from among you will be like someone who builds a house
other apostles, in order that I might tell again after it has been torn down. 17 I will
the non-Jewish people also about God’s do this in order that all other people might
love, and in order that they might believe try to know me, the Lord God. This will inin him. 8 God knows the hearts of all peo- clude even the non-Israelites whom I have
ple. He showed me and others that he had called to belong to me. You can be certain
accepted the non-Jews to be his people by that this will happen because I the Lord
giving the Holy Spirit to them, just like he God have spoken these words. 18 I have
had also done for us. 9 God made no dis- done these things, and I have made my
tinction between us and them, because he people know about them since long ago.”
made them clean inside simply as a result 19
James continued to speak. He said,
of their believing in the Lord Jesus. That is
”Therefore I think that we should stop
exactly how he has forgiven us. 10 Why do
bothering the non-Jewish people who are
you want to force the non-Jewish believturning away from their sins and turning
ers to obey our Jewish rituals and laws?
to God. That is, we should stop demandDoing that is like putting a heavy burden
ing that they obey all our laws and rituon them, because it forces them to obey
als. 20 Instead, we should write a letter
laws that even our ancestors broke and
to them, requiring only four things: They
that we Jews today have ever been able
should not eat meat that people have ofto keep! So then, stop making God angry
fered to idols, they should not sleep with
by doing that! 11 We know that God saves
someone to whom they are not married,
us Jews from our sins because of what the
they should not eat meat from animals
Lord Jesus did for us. God saves us Jews
that have been killed by being strangled,
exactly like he saves those non-Jews who
and they should not eat the blood of anbelieve in the Lord Jesus.”
imals. 21 In many cities, for a very long
12
All the people there became silent after time people have been proclaiming the
Peter had spoken. Then they all listened to laws that Moses wrote, laws prohibiting
Barnabas and Paul, as the two of them told those things. And every Sabbath those
about the many great miracles that God laws are read in the Jewish meeting places.
had enabled them to do among the non- So if the non-Jews want to know more
Jewish people, miracles that showed that about those laws, they can ﬁnd out in our
meeting houses.”
God had accepted the non-Jews.
13

When Barnabas and Paul had ﬁnished

22
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with all the other believers in Jerusalem,
accepted what James had said. Then they
decided that they should choose men from
among themselves and that they should
send them, along with Paul and Barnabas,
to Antioch, to let the believers there know
what the leaders at Jerusalem had decided.
So they chose Judas, who was also called
Barsabbas, and Silas. These were both
leaders among the believers at Jerusalem.
23
Then they wrote the following letter
that they asked Judas and Silas to take to
the believers at Antioch: ”We apostles and
elders who are your fellow believers send
our greetings to you as we write this to
you non-Jewish believers who live in Antioch and other places in the provinces of
24
People have told
Syria and Cilicia.
us that some men from among us went
to you, although we had not sent them to
you. We heard that they have troubled
you by telling you things that confused
your thinking. 25 So after we met together
here, we decided to choose some men and
ask them to go to you, along with Barnabas and Paul, whom we love very much.
26
Those two have put their lives in danger
because they serve our Lord Jesus Christ.
27
We have also sent Judas and Silas to you.
They will tell you the same things that we
are writing. 28 It seemed right to the Holy
Spirit and to us that you should not be required to obey a lot of burdensome Jewish
laws. Instead, we only require you to obey
the following instructions,
29

You should not eat food that people
have sacriﬁced to idols.
You should not eat blood from animals, and you should not eat meat from
animals that people have killed by strangling them.
Also, you should not sleep with someone
to whom you are not married.
If you avoid doing these things, you will
be doing what is right. Farewell.”

30

The four men they selected went down
from Jerusalem and came to Antioch.
When all the believers there had assembled together, they gave the letter to them.
31
When the believers there read the letter, they rejoiced, because its message encouraged them. 32 Being prophets, Judas
and Silas spoke a lot and encouraged the
believers there, and helped them to trust
more strongly in the Lord Jesus.
33

After Judas and Silas had stayed there
for some time and were ready to return
to Jerusalem, the believers at Antioch
wished them well, and then they left. 34[1]
35
However, Paul and Barnabas continued
to stay in Antioch. While they were there,
they, along with many others, were teaching people and preaching to them the message about the Lord Jesus.
36

After some time Paul said to Barnabas,
“Let us go back and visit the fellow believers in every city where we previously
proclaimed the message about the Lord
Jesus. In that way, we will know how
well they are continuing to believe in the
Lord Jesus.” 37 Barnabas agreed with
Paul, and said that he wanted to take John,
whose other name was Mark, along with
them again. 38 However, Paul told Barnabas that he thought that it would not
be good to take Mark with them, because
Mark had left them when they were previously in the region of Pamphylia, and
had not continued to work with them.
39
Paul and Barnabas strongly disagreed
with each other about this matter, so they
separated from each other. Barnabas took
Mark along with him. They got on a
ship and went to the Island of Cyprus.
40
Paul chose Silas, who had returned to
Antioch, to work with him. The believers there prayed to the Lord God, asking him to graciously help Paul and Silas.
Then the two of them departed from Antioch. 41 Paul continued traveling with Silas
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through Syria and Cilicia provinces. In Spirit of Jesus kept them from going there.
those places they were helping the groups 8 So they went through the province of
of believers to trust strongly in the Lord Mysia and arrived at Troas, a city by the
Jesus.
sea. 9 That night God gave Paul a vision
in which he saw a man from the province
of Macedonia. He was calling to Paul, saying, “Come to Macedonia and help us!” 10
After he saw the vision, we left for Mace15:34 [1] The best ancient copies omit verse donia, because we believed that God had
34 (see Acts 15:40). Vs. 34, But Silas called us to proclaim the good news with
thought it would be best for him to stay the people there.
there.
11
We got on a boat and sailed from Troas
to Samothrace, and the next day went
to the city of Neapolis. 12 Then we left
Neapolis and went to Philippi. It was a
very important city in Macedonia, where
1
Paul and Silas went to the cities of Derbe many Roman citizens lived. We stayed in
and Lystra and visited the believers there. Philippi for many days.
A believer whose name was Timothy lived
13
On the Sabbath day we went outside the
in Lystra. His mother was a Jewish be2
city
gate down to the river. We had heard
liever, but his father was a Greek. The
believers in Lystra and Iconium said good someone say that Jewish people gathered
things about Timothy, 3 and Paul wanted to pray there. When we arrived, we saw
to take Timothy with him when he went some women who had gathered to pray,
to other places, so he circumcised Timo- so we sat down and began to tell them
14
A woman whose name
thy. He did that so that the Jews who lived about Jesus.
in those places would accept Timothy, be- was Lydia was one of the women who
cause they knew that his non-Jewish fa- was listening to Paul. She was from the
city of Thyatira, sold purple cloth, and
ther had not circumcised him.
worshiped God. The Lord God caused
4
So Timothy went with Paul and Silas, and her to pay attention to the message that
they traveled to many other towns. In Paul spoke, and she believed it. 15 After
each town they told the believers the rules Paul and Silas baptized Lydia and the oththat had been decided by the apostles and ers who lived in her house, she said to
elders in Jerusalem.
them, “If you believe I have been faithful
5
They helped the believers in those towns to the Lord, come into my house and stay
to trust more strongly in the Lord Jesus, there.” After she said this, we stayed at
and every day more people became believ- her house.
ers.
16
Another day, while we were going to
6
Paul and his companions were stopped the place where people gathered to pray,
from speaking the word in Asia by the we met a young woman who was a slave.
Holy Spirit, so they went through the re- An evil spirit was giving her power to
gions of Phrygia and Galatia. 7 They ar- tell the future about people. People paid
rived at the border of the province of money to the men who were her owners,
Mysia, and they wanted to go north into in return for her telling them what would
the province of Bithynia, but again the happen to them. 17 This young woman

Chapter 16
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followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men serve the God who is the
greatest of all gods! They are telling you
how God can save you.” 18 She continued
to do this for many days. Finally, Paul
became angry, so he turned toward the
young woman and spoke to the evil spirit
that was in her. He said, “In the name of
Jesus Christ, come out of her!” Right away
the evil spirit left her. 19 And then her
owners realized that she could no longer
earn money for them because she could
no longer predict what would happen to
people, so they were angry. They grabbed
Paul and Silas and took them to the public square where the rulers of the city
were. 20 The owners of the young woman
brought them to the city rulers and told
them, ”These men are Jews, and they are
greatly troubling the people in our city.
21
They are teaching that we should follow rules that our laws do not allow us
Romans to obey!” 22 Many of the crowd
joined those who were accusing Paul and
Silas, and they started to beat them. Then
the Roman rulers told soldiers to tear the
shirts off Paul and Silas and to beat them
with rods. 23 So the soldiers beat Paul and
Silas badly with rods. After that, they took
them and put them into the prison. They
told the jailer to make sure they did not
get out. 24 Because the oﬃcials had told
him to do that, the jailer put Paul and Silas
into the room that was farthest inside the
prison. There, he made them sit down on
the ﬂoor and stretch out their legs. Then
he fastened their ankles in holes between
two large pieces of wood, so that Paul and
Silas could not move their legs.
25

About midnight, Paul and Silas were
praying and praising God by singing songs.
The other prisoners were listening to
them. 26 Suddenly there was a very strong
earthquake that shook the jail. The earthquake caused all of the doors of the jail to
open and all of the chains that fastened

27
the prisoners to fall off.
The jailer
woke up and saw that the doors of the jail
were open by the earthquake. He thought
that the prisoners had left the jail, so he
pulled out his sword to kill himself, because he knew that the city rulers would
kill him if the prisoners became free. 28
Paul saw the jailer and shouted to him,
“Do not kill yourself! We prisoners are all
here!” 29 The jailer shouted to someone to
bring torches so he could see who was still
in the prison. Shaking with fear, he fell
down in front of Paul and Silas. 30 Then he
brought Paul and Silas out of the jail and
asked: “Sirs, what do I need to do to be
saved?” 31 They answered, “Trust in the
Lord Jesus, and you and your household
will be saved.”
32

Then Paul and Silas spoke about the
Lord Jesus to him and everyone in his
household. 33 Then the jailer washed their
wounds, right at that time in the middle
of the night. Then Paul and Silas baptized
him and everyone in his household. 34
Then the jailer took Paul and Silas into his
house and gave them food to eat. He and
all in his household were all very happy
because they had believed in God.
35

The next morning, the city rulers told
some soldiers to go to the prison to say
to the jailer, “Let those two prisoners go
now!” 36 When the jailer heard this, he
went and told Paul, “The city rulers have
told me to let you go. So you two can leave
the prison now and go in peace!” 37 But
Paul said to the jailer, “The city rulers told
men to beat us in front of a crowd, even
though we are Roman citizens, and put us
in prison. And now they want to send us
away without telling anyone! We will not
accept that! Those city rulers must come
themselves and free us from prison.” 38 So
the soldiers went and told the city rulers
what Paul had said. When the city rulers
heard that Paul and Silas were Roman cit-
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izens, they were afraid because they had
done the wrong thing. 39 So the city rulers
came to Paul and Silas and told them that
they were sorry for what they had done
to them. The city rulers brought them
out of the prison and asked them to leave
the city. 40 After Paul and Silas left the
prison, they went to Lydia’s house. There
they met with her and the other believers. They encouraged the believers to continue trusting in the Lord Jesus, and then
the two apostles left the city of Philippi.

Chapter 17
1

They traveled through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to the
city of Thessalonica. There was a Jewish
meeting place there. 2 On the sabbath
Paul went to the meeting place as he usually did. For three weeks he went there on
each sabbath day. He spoke to the people
about how the scriptures said that Jesus
would be the Christ. 3 He showed from
the scriptures that the prophets wrote that
the Messiah would have to die and come
alive again. He said, “This man Jesus is the
Christ. He died and became alive again,
just like the prophets said he would.” 4
Some of the Jews there believed what Paul
had said and began to meet with Paul and
Silas. There were also many non-Jewish
people and important women who worshiped God who also believed the message
about Jesus, and they also began to meet
with Paul and Silas.

Jason where Paul and Silas were staying.
They wanted to bring Paul and Silas outside to where the crowd of people were. 6
They discovered that Paul and Silas were
not at the house, but they found Jason and
grabbed him. They dragged him and some
of the other believers who were with him
to where the city rulers were. They said,
”The men who have caused trouble everywhere in the world have come here also,
7
and this fellow Jason has asked them to
stay at his house. They are acting against
the emperor. They say that another person, whose name is Jesus, is the real king!”
8
When the crowd of people that had gathered and the city rulers heard that, they
became very angry and excited. 9 The
city rulers made Jason and the other believers pay a ﬁne and told them that they
would give the money back to them if Paul
and Silas did not cause any more trouble.
Then the city rulers let Jason and the other
believers go.
10

So that same night, the believers sent
Paul and Silas out of Thessalonica to the
town of Berea. When Paul and Silas arrived there, they went to the Jewish meeting place. 11 Most of the Jews in Thessalonica had not been willing to listen to
God’s message, but the Jews who lived in
Berea were very willing to listen, so they
listened closely to the message about Jesus. Every day they read the scriptures
for themselves to ﬁnd out if what Paul
said about Jesus was true. 12 Because of
Paul’s teaching, many of the Jewish people believed in Jesus, and also some of the
important non-Jewish women and many
5
But some leaders of the Jews became an- non-Jewish men believed in him.
gry because many people believed what
Paul taught. So they went to the public 13 But then the Jews in Thessalonica heard
square and persuaded some evil men to that Paul was in Berea preaching the mesfollow them. In this way, the leaders of the sage from God about Jesus. So they went
Jews gathered a crowd and caused them to Berea and said things to the people
to make a lot of noise. Those Jews and there that made them very angry with
others ran to the house of a man named Paul. 14 Some of the believers in Berea
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took Paul to the seacoast to go to another
city. But Silas and Timothy stayed in
Berea. 15 When Paul and the other men arrived at the coast, they got on a boat and
went to the city of Athens. Then Paul said
to the men who had come with him, “Tell
Silas and Timothy to come to me here in
Athens as soon as they can.” Then those
men left Athens and returned to Berea.

had carved on it: THIS HONORS A GOD
THAT WE DO NOT KNOW. So now I will
tell you about that God whom you worship but you do not know.
24

He is the God who made the world and
everything in it. He rules over all beings
in heaven and on earth, and he does not
live in temples that people have built. 25
He does not need to have anything made
16
In Athens, Paul waited for Silas and Tim- for him by people because he makes peoothy to come. In the meantime, he walked ple live and breath, and he gives them evaround in the city. He became very dis- erything they need.
tressed because there were many idols in 26
In the beginning, God created one couthe city. 17 So he went to the Jewish meetple, and from them God produced all the
ing place and talked about Jesus with the
people groups that now live everywhere
Jews, and also with the Greeks who had
on the earth. He put each people group
accepted what the Jews believe. He also
in its place for its time. 27 He wanted peowent to the public square every day and
ple to realize that they need him. Then
talked to the people whom he met there.
maybe they would look for him and ﬁnd
18
Paul met some teachers who liked to him. God wants us to look for him, altalk about what people believe. People though he is very close to each one of us.
called some of them Epicureans, and they 28 It is because of God that we live, move,
called others Stoics. They told Paul what and exist, as one of you has said, ‘Because
they believed, and they asked him what he we are his chldren.’
believed. Then some of them said to one 29
Therefore, because we are God’s chilanother, “He is saying something about
dren, we should not think that God is like
some strange gods.” They said that begold, silver, or stone, made into something
cause Paul was telling them that Jesus had
by man . 30 During the times when people
died and then had become alive again.
did not know what God wanted them to
19
So they took him to the place where the do, he did not punish them for what they
city leaders met. When they arrived there, did. But now God commands all people
they said to Paul, ”Please tell us, what is everywhere to turn away from their evil
this new message that you are teaching deeds. 31 He tells us that on a certain day
people? 20 You are teaching some things that he has chosen he is going to judge all
that we do not understand, so we want to of us justly by the man he has chosen, makknow what they mean.” 21 The people of ing sure we understand this by raising this
Athens and also the people from other re- man from the dead .”
gions who lived there loved to talk about 32
When the men heard Paul say that a
what was new to them.
man had become alive again after he had
22
Then Paul stood up in front of the peo- died, some of them laughed at him. But
ple and said, ”People of Athens, I see that others asked him to come back and tell
you are very religious. 23 I say that be- them about it another day. 33 After they
cause, while I was walking along I saw the said that, Paul walked away. 34 However,
things that you worship, I even saw an some of the people went with Paul and bealtar that had these words that someone lieved the message about Jesus. Among

1553

ACTS
those who believed in Jesus was a man
named Dionysius who was a member of
the council. Also, there were a woman
named Damaris and some other people
with them who believed.

Chapter 18
1

After that, Paul left the city of Athens and
went to the city of Corinth. 2 There he met
a Jew whose name was Aquila, who was
from the region of Pontus. Aquila and his
wife Priscilla had come a short time previously from the city of Rome, in Italy. They
left Rome because Claudius, the Roman
emperor, had ordered that all the Jews
must leave Rome. 3 Aquila and Priscilla
made tents to earn money. Paul also made
tents, so he stayed with them, and they
worked together. 4 Every Sabbath, Paul
went to the Jewish meeting place, where
he spoke to both Jews and non-Jews. He
taught them about Jesus.
5

When Silas and Timothy came from the
region of Macedonia, Paul was strongly
moved by the Spirit to tell the Jews that
Jesus was the Christ. 6 But the Jews began to turn against Paul and to say evil
things about him. So he shook the dust
from his clothes and he said to them, “If
God punishes you, it is your responsibility, not mine! From now on I will talk to
those who are not Jewish!” 7 So Paul left
the Jewish meeting place and went into a
house that was next to it, and preached
there. Titius Justus, the owner of the
house, was a non-Jewish man who worshiped God. 8 After that, the ruler of the
Jewish meeting place, whose name was
Crispus, and all of his family believed in
the Lord. Many other people in Corinth
heard about Crispus and his family, they
also believed in Jesus and were baptized.

Lord Jesus said to him, ”Do not be afraid
of the people who are against you, but
keep talking about me, 10 because I will
help you and no one will be able to hurt
you here. Keep telling them about me, because there are many people in this city
who belong to me.” 11 So Paul stayed in
Corinth for a year and a half, teaching
the people the message from God about Jesus.
12

When Gallio became the Roman governor of the province of Achaia, the Jewish leaders got together and seized Paul.
They took him before the governor and accused him, 13 saying, “This man is teaching people to worship God in ways that go
against our Jewish laws.” 14 When Paul
was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews,
”If this man had broken our Roman laws,
I would have listened to what you Jews
want to tell me. 15 However, you are talking about words and names and your own
Jewish laws, so you yourselves must talk
to him about this. I will not judge these
things!” 16 After Gallio had said that, he
told some soldiers to take the Jewish leaders away from the court. 17 Then the people grabbed the leader of the Jews, Sosthenes. They beat him right there in front
of the judge’s seat. But Gallio did nothing
about it.
18

Paul stayed with the believers in
Corinth for many more days. Then he got
on a ship with Priscilla and Aquila and
sailed for the province of Syria. He got his
hair cut off in Cenchrea because of a vow
that he had made. 19 They arrived at the
city of Ephesus, and Priscilla and Aquila
stayed there.

Paul himself entered the Jewish meeting
place and spoke to the Jews about Jesus.
20
They asked him to stay longer, but he
did not agree to stay. 21 But as he left, he
told them, “I will come back, if God wants
9
One night Paul had a vision in which the me to.” Then he got on a ship and sailed
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away from Ephesus.

Chapter 19

22

When the ship came to the city of
1
While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul left
Caesarea, Paul got off. He went up to
Phrygia
and Galatia and went through
Jerusalem and greeted the believers there.
Then he went to the city of Antioch in the Asia, and he came back to Ephesus. He
met some people who said that they were
region of Syria.
believers. 2 He asked them, “Did you re23
Paul spent some time with the believers ceive the Holy Spirit when you believed
there. Then he left Antioch and walked to God’s message?” They answered, “No, we
heard that
many cities in the regions of Galatia and did not. We have not even
3
there
is
a
Holy
Spirit.”
So
Paul
asked,
Phrygia. He urged the believers to believe
more and more in the message from God “So when you were baptized, what did
you know?” They replied, “We believed
about Jesus.
what John the Baptizer taught.” 4 Paul
said, “John’s baptism was a sign that peo24
While Paul was going through Galatia
ple were turning to God and away from
and Phrygia, a Jewish man named Apollos
their evil thoughts and deeds. He also
came to Ephesus. He was from the city of
told them to believe in someone else, one
Alexandria and spoke very well about the
who
is coming after him, and that person
scriptures. 25 Other believers had taught
5
So when those men heard
is Jesus.”
Apollos how the Lord Jesus wanted peothat, they were baptized in the name of
ple to live, and he enthusiastically taught
the Lord Jesus. 6 After that, Paul placed
those things to the people. However, he
his hands on their heads one by one, and
was not teaching everything about Jesus,
the power of the Holy Spirit came upon
because he only knew about the baptism
each of them. The Holy Spirit gave them
of John the Baptizer. 26 Apollos went to
power to speak in languages that they had
the Jewish meeting place, and he told the
not learned, and they also spoke messages
people there about the things that he had
that the Holy Spirit told them. 7 There
learned. When Priscilla and Aquila heard
were about twelve men whom Paul bapwhat he taught, they asked him to come to
tized and who received the Holy Spirit.
their home where they taught him more
8
about Jesus.
For three months after that, Paul entered
the Jewish meeting place in Ephesus on
27
When Apollos decided that he would each Sabbath and taught and persuaded
like to go to the region of Achaia, the be- people about Jesus and how God would
lievers in Ephesus told him that it would show himself as king. 9 But some of the
be good for him to do that. So they wrote Jews would not believe the message and
a letter to the believers in Achaia saying did not want to to hear it any more. They
that they should welcome Apollos. After said many bad things about what Paul was
he got there, he helped those whom God teaching. So Paul left them and took the
had kindly enabled to believe in Jesus. 28 believers with him to meet in the meeting
Apollos was talking very powerfully with place of Tyrannus. 10 For two years Paul
the leaders of the Jews while many other taught people there. In this way, most of
people listened. By reading from the scrip- the Jews and non-Jews who lived in the retures, he was able to show them that Jesus gion of Asia heard the message about the
Lord Jesus.
was the Messiah.
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God also gave Paul the power to do miracles. 12 If those who were sick could
not come to Paul, pieces of cloth that Paul
touched would be taken and placed on the
sick people. As a result, the sick people
would become well, and the evil spirits
would leave them.
13

There were also some Jews who walked
from town to town, and they commanded
the evil spirits in those places to depart
from people. Some of those Jews told the
evil spirits to come out of people by saying “I command you to come out by the
power of the Lord Jesus, the man whom
Paul teaches about!” 14 There were seven
men who were doing this. They were sons
of a man named Sceva, a Jew, who called
himself a chief priest. 15 But one day as
they were doing that, the evil spirit did
not come out of that person. Instead, the
evil spirit said to them, “I know Jesus, and
I know Paul, but no one has given you
power to do anything to me!” 16 After saying that, suddenly the man who had the
evil spirit jumped on the sons of Sceva.
He knocked all of them down and hurt
each of them. He tore off their clothes and
wounded them. They became frightened
and ran out of the house. 17 All the people
who lived in Ephesus, both Jews and nonJews, heard what had happened. They
became afraid because they saw that the
man with the evil spirit was very strong.
At the same time, they honored the name
of the Lord Jesus.
18

At that time, while other believers were
listening, many believers told about the
evil things that they had been doing. 19
Some of the people who were sorcerers
took their scrolls that told how to work
magic and burned them in a place where
everyone could see them. When people
added up how much the scrolls cost, it
came to ﬁfty thousand silver coins.
20

In this way, many people heard the mes-

sage about the Lord Jesus and believed in
him.
21

After Paul completed his work in Ephesus, the Spirit led him to decide to go to
Jerusalem, but ﬁrst he planned to go see
the believers in the regions of Macedonia
and Achaia. Paul said, “After I have been
to Jerusalem, I will also go to Rome.” 22 He
sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia. But Paul stayed in the
city of Ephesus, in the province of Asia.
23

Soon after that, people in Ephesus began to make a great amount of trouble because of Jesus and the teaching about him.
24
There was a man there whose name was
Demetrius. He made statues of the goddess Artemis (who is also known as Diana) out of silver. Demetrius made a lot
of money for all the men who made and
sold these idols.
25

Demetrius called together the workmen
who made the idols. He said to them,
”Men, you know that we make a lot of
26
money doing our work.
You know
that Paul has taught many people who
live in Ephesus to no longer buy the statues that we make. Now even the people
from many other towns in our province
no longer want to buy what we make.
Paul tells people that the gods that we
worship are not gods and that we should
not worship them. 27 If people listen to
him, they will stop our business. People will not think that they should come
any longer to the temple of Artemis (also
known as Diana) to worship her. People
will no longer think that Artemis is great.
Yet all the province of Asia and even the
whole world worship her!” 28 All the men
there became angry at Paul when they
heard what Demetrius said. They began
to shout, “The goddess Artemis of the Ephesians is great!” 29 Many of the people in
the city became angry at Paul and began
shouting. Some of the people took hold
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of Gaius and Aristarchus, two men from
Macedonia who traveled with Paul. Then
the whole crowd of people ran, dragging
those men along with them, to the city theater. 30 Paul wanted to go into theater
to talk to the people, but the other believers would not let him go there. 31 Some
city rulers who were friends of Paul heard
what was happening. They sent someone
to tell Paul not to go into the theater.
32

The crowd of people in the theater kept
shouting. Some shouted one thing, and
some shouted something else. But most of
them did not even know why they were
33
meeting!
One of the Jews there
was named Alexander. Some of the Jews
pushed him to the front of the crowd so
that he could speak to the people. Alexander put his hands up trying to get the
crowd to stop shouting. He wanted to tell
them that the Jews did not cause the trouble. 34 But many of the non-Jewish people
knew that Alexander was a Jew and knew
that the Jews did not worship the goddess
Artemis. So the non-Jews shouted for two
hours, “Great is the goddess Artemis of the
Ephesians!”
35

Then one of the city rulers made the
crowd stop shouting. He said to them,
”My fellow citizens, everyone in the world
knows that the sacred image of our goddess Artemis fell down from heaven! 36
Everyone knows that, and no one can say
that these things are not true. So you
should be quiet now. Do not do anything
stupid. 37 You should not have brought
these two men here, because they have
not done anything evil. They have not
gone into our temples and taken things
from there, and they have not spoken
38
Therefore, if
evil of our goddess.
Demetrius and his fellow workmen want
to accuse anyone of doing anything bad,
they should do it in the right way. There
are courts that they can go to if they want

to, and there are judges who have been
chosen by the government. You can accuse anyone there. 39 But if you want to
ask about anything else, you should ask
for your rulers to take care of it when
those rulers come together. 40 This is
not a good meeting! Take care of this
trouble the right way because we do not
want to go against the government. If the
rulers asked me what you were all shouting about, I would not be able to give them
a good answer.” 41 That is what the city
ruler said to the crowd. Then he told them
all to go home, and they did go to their
homes.

Chapter 20
1

After the people at Ephesus had stopped
rioting, Paul called the believers together.
He urged them to continue to trust in the
Lord Jesus. Soon after that, he told them
“Goodbye” and left to go to the region of
Macedonia. 2 After he arrived there, he
urged them to continue to trust in the
Lord Jesus. Then he went to Greece. 3 He
stayed in Greece for three months. Then
he planned to return to Syria by ship, but
he heard that some of the Jews there were
planning to kill him as he traveled. So he
decided to go by land, and he went again
4
The men who
through Macedonia.
were going to travel with him to Jerusalem
were Sopater, the son of Pyrrhus, from
the town of Berea; Aristarchus and Secundus, who were from the city of Thessalonica; Gaius, who was from the city of
Derbe; Timothy, who was from the region
of Galatia; and Tychicus and Trophimus,
who were from the province of Asia. 5
Those seven men went ahead of Paul and
me, Luke, by ship from Macedonia, so they
got to the city of Troas before we did and
waited for the two of us there. 6 But Paul
and I traveled by land as far as the city
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of Philippi. After the Jewish Festival of
Bread made without Yeast, we got on a
ship that was going to the city of Troas. After ﬁve days we arrived at Troas and met
the other men who had traveled ahead of
us. Then we all stayed in Troas for seven
days.

that, we sailed to the Island of Samos. The
next day we left Samos and sailed to the
city of Miletus. 16 Miletus was just south of
the city of Ephesus. Paul did not want to
stop at Ephesus because he did not want to
spend time in Asia. If possible, he wanted
to arrive in Jerusalem by the time of the
Pentecost festival, and the time of that fes7
On the ﬁrst day of the week, we would tival was near.
gather together and we would share a
17
When the ship arrived at Miletus, Paul
meal together with the other believers.
Paul spoke to the believers until midnight, sent a messenger to Ephesus to ask the
because he was planning to leave Troas elders of the group of believers there to
the next day. 8 Many oil lamps were burn- come to talk with him.
ing in the upstairs room in which we had 18 When the elders came to him, Paul said
gathered. 9 A young man whose name to them, ”From the ﬁrst day when I arwas Eutychus was there. He was seated rived here in the province of Asia until the
on the sill of an open window on the day I left, you know how I acted among
third story of the house. As Paul contin- you the entire time that I was with you.
ued talking for a long time, Eutychus be- 19 You know how I kept serving the Lord
came sleepier and sleepier. Finally, he fell Jesus very humbly and how I sometimes
sound asleep. He fell out of the window wept. You also know how I suffered bedown to the ground. Some of the believ- cause the Jews who were not believers ofers went down immediately and picked ten tried to harm me. 20 You also know
him up. But he was dead. 10 Paul also that, when I preached God’s message to
went down. He lay down and stretched you, I never left out anything that would
out on top of the young man and put his help you. You know that I taught you
arms around him. Then he said to the peo- God’s message when many people were
ple who were standing around, “Do not present, and I also went to your homes
worry; he is alive again!” 11 Paul went up- and taught you there. 21 I preached both
stairs again and he prepared a meal and to Jews and to non-Jews, telling them all
he ate it. Afterwards he talked with the that they must turn away from their sinful
believers until the sun came up. Then he behavior and believe in our Lord Jesus.”
left. 12 The other people took the young
22
”And now I am going to Jerusalem, beman home, and were greatly comforted
cause the Holy Spirit has clearly shown
because he was alive again.
me that I must go there, and I must obey
13
We then went to the ship. But Paul did him. I do not know what will happen to
not get on the ship with us in Troas, be- me there. 23 But I do know that in each
cause he wanted to go more quickly over- city I have visited, the Holy Spirit has told
land to the town of Assos. The rest of us me that in Jerusalem people will put me
got on the ship and sailed for Assos. 14 We in prison and will cause me to suffer. 24
met Paul in Assos. He got on the ship with But I do not care even if people kill me, if
us, and we sailed to the city of Mitylene. ﬁrst I am able to ﬁnish the work that the
15
The day after we reached Mitylene, we Lord Jesus has told me to do. He called me
sailed from there and arrived at a place to tell people the good message that God
near the Island of Chios. The day after saves us by doing for us what we do not
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deserve. 25 I have preached to you the
message about how God will show himself
as king. But now I know that today is the
last time that you fellow believers will see
me. 26 So I want you all to understand that
if anyone who has heard me preach dies
without trusting in Jesus, it is not my fault,
27
because I told you everything that God
has planned for us. 28 You leaders must
continue to believe and obey God’s message. You must also help all the other believers for whom the Holy Spirit has given
you to care for. Watch over yourselves
and the group of the Lord’s believers as
a shepherd watches over his sheep. God
bought them with the blood that ﬂowed
from his Son’s body on the cross. 29 I know
very well that after I leave, people who
teach lies will come among you and will
do great harm to the believers. They will
be like ﬁerce wolves that kill the sheep. 30
Even in your own group of leaders there
will be some who will lie to other believers
by teaching them the wrong things. They
will teach those messages so that some
people will believe them and will become
their followers. 31 So watch out that none
of you stops believing the true message
about our Lord Jesus! Remember that day
and night for three years I taught you that
message and warned you with tears to be
faithful to the Lord.”
32

showed you that we should work hard in
order to have enough money to give some
to those who are needy. We should remember that our Lord Jesus himself said,
‘A person is happier when he gives to others than when he receives from them.’”
36

When Paul had ﬁnished speaking, he
knelt down with all of the elders and
prayed. 37 They all cried a lot, and they
hugged Paul and kissed him. 38 They were
very sad because he had said that they
would never see him again. Then they all
went with him to the ship.

Chapter 21
1

After we said goodbye to the elders from
Ephesus, we got on the ship and traveled
on the water to the Island of Cos, where
the ship stopped for the night. The next
day we went in the ship from Cos to the
Island of Rhodes, where the ship stopped
again. The day after that we went to the
town of Patara, where the ship stopped. 2
At Patara we left that ship, and someone
told us that there was a ship that would
be going to the region of Phoenicia. So we
got on that ship, and it left. 3 We traveled over the sea until we could see the
Island of Cyprus. We passed to the south
of the island and continued sailing until
we arrived at the region of Phoenicia, in
the province of Syria, at the city of Tyre.
The ship was going to stay there several
days because its workers had to unload
the cargo.

”Now as I leave you I ask God to protect you and to keep you believing the message that he saves us by doing for us what
we do not deserve. If you continue believing the message that I told you, you will
become strong, and God will give you for4
Someone told us where the believers in
ever the good things that he has promised
to give to all of those who belong to him. Tyre lived, so we went and stayed with
them for seven days. Because God’s Spirit
33
As for myself, I never wanted anyone’s revealed to them that people would cause
money or ﬁne clothing. 34 You yourselves Paul to suffer in Jerusalem, they told Paul
know that I have worked with my hands that he should not go there. 5 But when
to earn the money that my friends and it was time for the ship to leave again,
I needed. 35 In everything that I did, I we prepared to continue on our way to
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Jerusalem. When we left Tyre, all the men
and their wives and children went with us
to the edge of the sea. We all knelt down
there on the sand and prayed. 6 After we
all said goodbye, Paul and we his companions got on the ship, and the other believers returned to their own homes.

“May the Lord’s will be done!”
15

After those days in Caesarea, we prepared our possessions and left to go by
land up to Jerusalem. 16 Some of the believers from Caesarea also went with us.
They took us to stay in the house of a man
whose name was Mnason. He was from
7
After we left Tyre, we continued on that the Island of Cyprus, and he had believed
ship to the city of Ptolemais. There were in Jesus when people were ﬁrst beginning
believers there, and we greeted them and to hear the message about him.
stayed with them that night. 8 The next
17
When we arrived in Jerusalem, a group
day we left Ptolemais and sailed to the city
18
of Caesarea, where we stayed in the home of the believers greeted us happily. The
of Philip, who spent his time telling oth- next day Paul and the rest of us went to
ers how to become followers of Jesus. He speak with James, who was the leader of
was one of the seven men whom the be- the church there. All of the other leadlievers in Jerusalem had chosen to care ers of the church in Jerusalem were also
19
Paul greeted them, and then he
for the widows. 9 He had four daugh- there.
told
them
all of the things that God had
ters who were not married. Each of them
frequently spoke messages that the Holy enabled him to do among the non-Jewish
people. 20 When they heard that, James
Spirit had told them.
and the other elders thanked God. Then
10
After we had been in Philip’s house one of them said to Paul, ”Brother, you
for several days, a believer whose name know that there are very many thousands
was Agabus came down from the district of us Jewish people here who have beof Judea and arrived in Caesarea. He lieved in the Lord Jesus. Also, you know
frequently spoke messages that the Holy that we all continue very carefully to obey
Spirit had told him. 11 Coming over to the laws that Moses gave us. 21 But our
where we were, he took off Paul’s belt. fellow Jewish believers have been told
Then he tied his own feet and hands with that when you are among non-Jews, you
it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘The tell the Jewish believers who live there
Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will tie up that they should stop obeying the laws
the hands and feet of the owner of this of Moses. People say that you tell those
belt, like this, and they will put him in Jewish believers not to circumcise their
the hands of non-Jewish people as a pris- sons and not to practice our other cusoner.’ ” 12 When the rest of us heard that, toms. We do not believe that they are
22
we and the other believers there asked telling the truth about you.
But our
Paul, “Please do not go up to Jerusalem!” fellow Jewish believers will hear that you
13
But Paul replied, “Please stop crying have come, and they will be angry with
and trying to discourage me from going! you. So you need to do something to show
Why are you crying and trying to discour- them that what they heard about you is
age me from going? I am willing to go not true. 23 So please do what we sugto prison and also to die in Jerusalem be- gest to you. There are four men among
cause I serve the Lord Jesus.” 14 When we us who have made a vow to God. 24 Go
realized that he would go to Jerusalem, we with these men to the temple and do the
did not try any longer to stop him. We said, ceremonies there necessary for you and
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them to be able to worship in the temple.
Then, when it is time for them to offer the
sacriﬁces, pay for what they offer. After
that, they can shave their heads to show
that they have done what they said they
would do. When people see you in the
courts of the temple with those men, they
will know that what they have been told
about you is not true. Instead, all of them
will know that you obey all our Jewish
laws. 25 As for the non-Jewish believers,
we elders here in Jerusalem have talked
about which of our laws they should obey,
and we wrote them a letter, telling them
what we decided. We wrote that they
should not eat meat that people have offered as a sacriﬁce to any idol, that they
should not eat blood from animals, and
that they should not eat meat from animals that people have killed by strangling
them. We also told them that they should
not sleep with someone to whom they
are not married.” 26 So Paul agreed to do
what they asked, and the next day he took
the four men, and together they puriﬁed
themselves. After that, Paul went to the
temple courts and told the priest what day
they would ﬁnish purifying themselves
and when they would offer the animals as
sacriﬁces for each of them.
27

When the seven days for purifying
themselves were nearly ﬁnished, Paul returned to the temple courtyard. Some
Jews from Asia saw him there, and they
were very angry at him. They called out
to many other Jews who were in the temple courtyard to help them take hold of
Paul. 28 They shouted, “Fellow Israelites,
come and help us to punish this man! This
is the one who is teaching people wherever he goes that they should despise the
Jewish people. He teaches people that
they should no longer obey the laws of
Moses nor respect this holy temple. He
has even brought non-Jews here into the
court of our temple, causing this place to

become polluted!” 29 They said these because they had seen Paul walking around
in Jerusalem with Trophimus, who was
a non-Jew. Their laws did not permit
non-Jews to be in the temple, and they
thought that Paul had brought Trophimus
30
into the temple courtyard that day.
People all over the city heard that there
was trouble at the temple courtyard, and
they came running there. They caught
Paul and dragged him outside of the temple area. The gates to the temple courtyard were shut, so that the people would
not riot inside the temple area.
31

While they were trying to kill Paul,
someone ran to the fortress near the temple and told the Roman commander that
many people in Jerusalem were rioting at
the temple. 32 The commander quickly
took some oﬃcers and a large group of
soldiers and ran to the temple area where
the crowd was. When the crowd of people who were yelling and beating Paul saw
the commander and the soldiers coming,
they stopped beating him.
33

The commander came to where Paul
was and took hold of him. He commanded
soldiers to fasten a chain to each of Paul’s
arms. Then he asked the people in the
crowd, “Who is this man, and what has he
done?” 34 Some of the many people there
were shouting one thing, and some were
shouting something else. Because they
continued shouting so loudly, the commander could not understand what they
were saying. So he commanded that Paul
be taken into the fortress so that he could
question him there. 35 The soldiers led
Paul to the steps of the fortress, but many
people continued to follow them, trying to
kill Paul. So the commander told the soldiers to carry Paul up the steps into the
fortress. 36 The crowd that followed kept
shouting, “Kill him! Kill him!”
37
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fortress, he said in Greek to the commander, “May I speak to you?” The commander said, ”I am surprised that you can
speak Greek! 38 I thought that you were
that fellow from Egypt who wanted to
rebel against the government not long ago,
and who took four thousand violent men
with him out into the desert, so that we
could not catch him.” 39 Paul answered,
“No, I am not! I am a Jew. I was born in
Tarsus, which is an important city in the
province of Cilicia. I request that you let
me speak to the people.” 40 Then the commander permitted Paul to speak. So Paul
stood on the steps and motioned with his
hand for the crowd to be quiet. And after the people in the crowd became quiet,
Paul spoke to them in their own Hebrew
language.

Chapter 22
1

Paul said, “Jewish elders and my fellow
Jews, listen to me now while I speak to
those who are accusing me!” 2 When the
crowd of people heard Paul speaking to
them in their own Hebrew language, they
became quiet and listened. Then Paul said
to them, 3 ”I am a Jew, as are all of you.
I was born in the city of Tarsus , in the
province of Cilicia, but I grew up here in
Jerusalem. When I was young, I learned
the laws that Moses gave to our ancestors.
Gamaliel was my teacher. I obeyed those
laws because I have wanted to obey God,
and I am sure that all of you also obey
those laws. 4 That is why I tried to arrest
those who believed the message of God
about Jesus. I looked for ways to kill them.
Whenever I found men or women who
believed the message, I had them thrown
into jail. 5 The high priest knows this, and
so do the other men who belong to our
Jewish council. They gave me letters to
take to their fellow Jews in the city of Dam-

ascus. Those letters gave me power to go
there and arrest people who believed in Jesus. I was then to take them as prisoners
to Jerusalem, so that they would be punished here.
6

So I went to Damascus. About noon, as
I got near to Damascus, suddenly a bright
light from the sky ﬂashed all around me.
7
The light was so bright that I fell to the
ground. Then I heard the voice of someone speaking to me from up in the sky, saying, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you do things
to hurt me?’ 8 I answered, ‘Who are you,
Lord?’ He replied, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth
the one whom you are hurting.’ 9 The
men who were traveling with me saw the
bright light, but they did not understand
what the voice said. 10 Then I asked, ‘Lord,
what do you want me to do?’ The Lord told
me, ‘Get up and go into Damascus. A man
there will tell you all that I have planned
for you to do.’ 11 After that, I could not
see, because the bright light had caused
me to become blind. So the men who were
with me took me by the hand and led me
to Damascus. 12 A man whose name was
Ananias came to see me. He was a man
who honored God and obeyed the Jewish laws. All the Jews living in Damascus
said good things about him. 13 He came
and stood beside me and said to me, ‘My
friend Saul, see again!’ Instantly I could
see and I saw him standing beside me. 14
Then he said: ’The God whom we worship
and whom our ancestors worshiped has
chosen you and will show you what he
wants you to do. He has shown you the
righteous one, Jesus the Messiah, and you
have heard him speak to you himself . 15
He wants you to tell people everywhere
what you have seen and heard from him.
16
So now do not delay! Stand up, let me
baptize you, and pray to the Lord Jesus
and ask God to forgive you for your sins!’”
17
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day I went to the temple courtyard and
while I was praying there, I saw a vision. 18 The Lord spoke to me, saying,
‘Do not stay here! Leave Jerusalem now,
because the people here will not believe
what you tell them about me!’ 19 But I
said to him, ’Lord, they know that I went
to many of our synagogues looking for
people who believe in you. I was putting
in jail those whom I found who believed
in you, and I was even beating them. 20
They remember that when Stephen was
killed because he told people about you,
I stood there watching and approving of
what they were doing. I even guarded the
outer clothes that those who were murdering him had thrown aside!’ 21 But the
Lord said to me, ‘No, do not stay here!
Leave Jerusalem, because I am going to
send you far away from here to other people groups, the non-Jews!’”

prison and said to Paul, “Tell me, are you
really a Roman citizen?” Paul answered,
“Yes, I am.” 28 Then the commander said,
“I am also a Roman citizen. I paid a lot of
money to become a Roman citizen.” Paul
said, “But I was born a Roman citizen.”
29
The soldiers were about to whip Paul
and to ask him questions about what he
had done. But when they heard what Paul
said, they left him. The commander also
became afraid, because he knew that Paul
was a Roman citizen and that he had broken the law when he commanded the soldiers to tie up Paul’s hands.
30

The commander still wanted to know
why the Jews were accusing Paul. So the
next day he told the soldiers to take the
chains off Paul. He also called the chief
priests and the other council members to
meet. Then he took Paul to where the
council was meeting and told him to stand
22
The people listened to what Paul was before them.
saying until he talked about the Lord sending him to other people groups. Then
they began shouting, “Kill him! He does
not deserve to live any longer!” 23 While
they were shouting, they took off their
outer garments and threw dust into the 1 Paul looked at the Jewish council memair, which showed how angry they were. bers and said: “My fellow Jews, all my life
24
So the leader commanded that Paul be I have lived respecting our God, and I do
taken into the prison. He told the soldiers not know of anything that I have done that
that they should whip Paul in order to I knew was wrong.” 2 When Ananias the
make him tell what he had done that made high priest heard what Paul said, he told
the Jews so angry. 25 Then they stretched the men who were standing near Paul to
his arms out and tied them so that they hit him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said
could whip him on his back. But Paul said to Ananias, “God will punish you for that,
to the soldier near him, “You will be act- you hypocrite! You sit there and judge
ing unlawfully if you whip me, a Roman me, using the laws that God gave Moses.
citizen whom no one has put on trial and But you yourself disobey those laws, becondemned!” 26 When the oﬃcer heard cause you commanded me to be struck
that, he went to the commander and re- without having proved that I have done
ported it to him. He said to the comman- anything that is wrong!” 4 The men who
der, “This man is a Roman citizen! Surely were standing near Paul said to him, “You
you would not command us to whip him!” should not speak badly to God’s servant,
27
The commander was surprised when our high priest!” 5 Paul replied, “My felhe heard that. He himself went into the low Jews, I am sorry that I said that. I did

Chapter 23

1563

ACTS
not know that the man who told one of
you to hit me is the high priest. If I had
known that, I would not have talked badly
about our high priest, because I know that
it is written in our Jewish law, ‘Do not
speak evil of any of your rulers!’ ”
6

Paul knew that some of the council members were Sadducees and others were
Pharisees. So he called out in the council
hall, “My fellow Jews, I am a Pharisee, and
all in my family were Pharisees, as well.
I have been put on trial here because I
am sure that one day God will cause those
who have died to become alive again.” 7
When he said that, the Pharisees and Sadducees started to argue with one another
about whether or not people who have
died will become alive again, and each of
them were arguing with the other. 8 The
Sadducees believe that after people die,
they will not become alive again. They
also believe that there are no angels and
no other kinds of spirits. But the Pharisees believe all these things. 9 They began shouting at one another as they argued. Some of the teachers of the laws
who were Pharisees stood up. One of
them said, “We think that this man has
done nothing wrong. Maybe an angel or
some other spirit spoke to him and what
he says is true.” 10 Then the Pharisees
and Sadducees became violent with one
another. So the commander was afraid
that they would tear Paul to pieces. He
told soldiers to go down from the prison
and take Paul away from the council members and bring him up into the barracks.
11

That night, Paul saw the Lord Jesus
come and stand near him. The Lord said
to him, “Have courage! You have told people here in Jerusalem about me, and you
must tell people in Rome about me too.”
12

The next morning some of the Jews who
hated Paul met and talked about how to
kill him. They told themselves that they

would not eat or drink anything until he
was dead. They asked God to curse them
if they did not do what they promised.
13
There were more than forty men who
wanted to kill Paul. 14 They went to the
chief priests and Jewish elders and told
them, ”God has heard us promise that we
will not eat or drink anything until we
have killed Paul. 15 So we request that you
go to the commander and ask him, on behalf of the whole Jewish council, to bring
Paul down to us. Tell the commander that
you want to talk to Paul some more. We
will be waiting to kill Paul while he is on
the way here.”
16

But the son of Paul’s sister heard what
they were planning to do, so he went into
the fortress and told Paul. 17 When Paul
heard that, he called one of the oﬃcers
and said to him, “Please take this young
man to the commander, because he needs
to tell him something.” 18 So the oﬃcer
took the young man to the commander.
The oﬃcer said to the commander, “The
prisoner Paul called me and said, ‘Please
take this young man to the commander,
because he needs to tell him something.’ ”
19
The commander took the young man
by the hand, led him off by himself, and
asked him, “What do you need to tell me?”
20
He said, ”There are some Jews who want
to bring Paul before their council tomorrow. They will say that they want to ask
him some more questions. But that is not
true. 21 Do not do what they ask you to do,
because there are more than forty Jewish
men who will be hiding and waiting to kill
Paul when he passes by on the way to the
council. They even promised to God that
they will not eat or drink anything until
they have killed Paul. They are ready to
do it, and right now they are waiting for
you to agree to do what they are asking
you to do.” 22 The commander said to the
young man, “Do not tell anyone that you
have told me about their plan.” Then he

1564

ACTS
sent the young man away.
23

Then the commander called two of
his oﬃcers and told them, ”Get a group
of two hundred soldiers ready to travel.
Take along seventy soldiers riding horses,
and two hundred other soldiers carrying
spears. All of you must be ready to leave at
nine o’clock tonight, to go down to the city
of Caesarea. 24 And take along horses for
Paul to ride, and escort him to the palace
of Governor Felix.” 25 Then the commander wrote a letter to send to the governor.
This is what he wrote: 26 ”I am Claudius
Lysias writing to you. You, Felix, are our
governor whom we honor, and I send you
my greetings. 27 I have sent you this man,
Paul, because certain Jews seized him and
were about to kill him. But I heard someone tell me that he is a Roman citizen, so
I and my soldiers went and rescued him.
28
I wanted to know what those Jews were
saying that he had done wrong, so I took
him to their Jewish council. 29 I listened
while they asked this man questions and
he answered them. The things they accused him about had to do with their Jewish laws. But Paul has not disobeyed any
of our Roman laws. So our oﬃcials should
not execute him or even put him in prison.
30
Someone told me that some Jews were
planning to kill this man, so I sent him to
you, so that you may give him a fair trial
there. I have also commanded the Jews
who have accused him to go there to Caesarea and tell you what they are accusing
him about. Goodbye.”
31

ernor read the letter and then he said to
Paul, “What province are you from?” Paul
answered, “I am from Cilicia.” 35 Then
the governor said, “When the people who
have accused you arrive, I will listen to
what each of you says and then I will judge
your case.” Then he commanded that Paul
be guarded in the palace that King Herod
the Great had built.

Chapter 24
1

Five days later Ananias the high priest
went down there from Jerusalem, along
with some other Jewish elders and a
speechmaker whose name was Tertullus.
There they told the governor what Paul
had done that they thought was wrong.
2
The governor commanded Paul to be
brought in. When Paul arrived, Tertullus
began to accuse him. He said to the governor, ”Honorable Governor Felix, during
the many years that you have ruled us,
we have lived well. By planning wisely,
you have improved many things in this
province. 3 Therefore, Governor Felix, we
always thank you for everything that you
have done for all of us, wherever you have
done those things. 4 But, so that I will
not take up too much of your time, I ask
that you kindly listen to what I have to say.
5
We have observed that this man, wherever he goes, causes trouble with the Jews.
He also leads the entire group whom people call the followers of the Nazarene. 6
He even tried to do things in the temple in
Jerusalem that would pollute it, so we arrested him. [1] 7[2] 8[3] If you question him
yourself, you will be able to learn that all
these things about which we are accusing
him are true. 9 Then the Jewish leaders
there told the governor that what Tertullus had said was true.

So the soldiers did what the commander told them. They got Paul and took him
with them during the night down to Antipatris. 32 The next day, the foot soldiers
returned to Jerusalem, and the soldiers
who rode horses went on with Paul. 33
When they arrived in the city of Caesarea,
they gave the letter to the governor, and 10 Then the governor motioned with his
they placed Paul before him. 34 The gov- hand to Paul that he should speak. So Paul
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replied, and said, ”Governor Felix, I know
that you have judged this Jewish province
for many years. Therefore I gladly defend myself. I know that you will listen to
me and will judge me fairly. 11 You know
that it has not been more than twelve days
since I went up to Jerusalem to worship
God. 12 No one can say that they saw me
arguing with anyone in the temple courts
because I did not do that. No one can say
that they saw me causing people to riot in
any Jewish synagogue or causing trouble
anywhere else in Jerusalem, because I did
not do that. 13 So they cannot prove to you
the things about which they are now accusing me. 14 But I admit to you that this
is true: I do worship the God that our ancestors worshiped. It is true that I follow
the way that Jesus taught us. I also believe
everything that Moses wrote in the laws
that God gave him and everything that
the other prophets wrote in their books.
15
I believe, just like these men also believe, that some day God will cause everyone who has died to become alive again,
both those who were good and those who
were wicked. 16 Because I believe that
day will come, I always try to do what
pleases God and what other people think
is right. 17 After I had been in other places
for several years, I returned to Jerusalem
to bring some money to my fellow Jews
who are poor. 18 Some Jews from Asia saw
me in the temple courts after I had completed the ritual that allows one to worship God. There was no crowd with me,
and I was not causing people to riot. 19
But it was those Jews who caused the people to riot. They should be here in front
of you to accuse me, if they think that I
did something wrong. 20 But if they do
not want to do that, these Jewish men who
are here should tell you what they think I
did that was wrong when I defended myself in their council. 21 They might say that
I did something wrong when I shouted,

‘You are judging me today because I believe that God will cause all people who
have died to become alive again.’”
22

Felix already knew much about what
people called the Way, and so he stopped
the trial. He said to them, “Later, when
Commander Lysias comes down here, I
will decide this case.” 23 Then he told
the oﬃcer who was guarding Paul to take
Paul back to the prison and make sure that
Paul was guarded all the time. But he said
that Paul was not to be chained, and if
his friends came to visit him, the oﬃcer
should allow them to help Paul in any way
that they wanted to.
24

Several days later Felix came back with
his wife Drusilla, who was a Jew, and
called for Paul to speak with him. Felix listened to what Paul said to him about trusting in Jesus Christ. 25 Paul talked to him
about what God wants people to do in order to please him. He also explained how
people should control how they act and
that there would be a time when God will
judge all people. Felix became afraid after hearing those things, so he said to Paul,
“That is all I want to hear now. When I
have time, I will ask you to come to me
26
Felix was hoping that Paul
again.”
would give him some money, so he sent
for Paul to come to him many times. Paul
talked with Felix many times, but he did
not give Felix any money, and Felix did
not tell his soldiers to release Paul from
prison.
27

When two years had passed, Porcius
Festus became governor in place of Felix.
Felix let Paul remain in prison because he
wanted to please the Jewish leaders.

24:6 [1] the best ancient copies omit the second part of 24:6 And we wanted to judge
him according to our law
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24:7 [2] The best ancient copies omit vs 7,
But Lysias, the commander of the Roman
fortress, came with his soldiers and took
him away from us.

you, who represent the Emperor. This is
where I ought to be judged. I have done
nothing wrong to the Jewish people, as
11
you know very well.
If I had done
anything
deserving
of
death,
I would not
24:8 [3] The best ancient copies omit the
refuse to to die; but there is nothing that
ﬁrst part of vs 8, sending us to you.
they accuse me of that deserves such a
punishment. No one can condemn me just
to satisfy them. I ask that Caesar himself
judge me.” 12 After Festus conferred with
his advisors, he said, “You have appealed
1
Festus began to rule as governor of the to Caesar, and so to Caesar you shall go!”
province. Three days later, he left the 13
After several days, King Herod Agrippa
city of Caesarea and went up to Jerusalem.
arrived
at Caesarea, along with his sister
2
There, the chief priests and other JewBernice. They had come to pay their reish leaders stood before Festus and said
spects to Festus. 14 King Agrippa and Berthat Paul had done things that were very
nice stayed many days in Caesarea. After
wrong. 3 They urgently asked Festus to
some time had passed, Festus told Agrippa
bring Paul to trial in Jerusalem. But they
about Paul. He said, ”There is a man here
were really planning to attack him on the
whom Felix kept in prison. 15 When I went
road and kill him. 4 Festus replied, “Paul
to Jerusalem, the chief priests and the Jewis under guard in Caesarea, let him stay
ish elders came before me and asked me
there. I myself will go down to Caesarea
to condemn him to death. 16 But I told
very soon.” 5 “So,” he said, “you should go
them that when someone has been acthere with me, those of you who are able
cused of a serious crime, it is not a custo. If you have anything to accuse Paul of,
tom for Romans to condemn a person imyou can do it there.”
mediately. Instead, we allow the accused
6
Festus remained in Jerusalem with the man to stand face to face with his accusers
temple leaders eight or ten more days. and defend himself against what they say
Then he went back down to the city of Cae- about him. 17 So when those Jews came
sarea. The next day Festus commanded here to Caesarea, I did not delay the trial
that Paul be brought to him, where he at all. The day after they arrived, I sat
sat in the judge’s seat. 7 After Paul was in the judge’s seat and ordered the guard
brought before the judge’s seat, the Jew- to bring in the prisoner. 18 But when the
ish leaders who had come down from Jewish leaders told me what the prisoner
Jerusalem gathered around him to accuse had done wrong, I did not think that anyhim of many serious charges, but they thing they said was serious. 19 Instead,
were not able to prove any of them. 8 Then what they argued with him about were
Paul spoke for himself. He said, “I have things in their own religion and about a
done nothing against the law of the Jews, man whose name was Jesus who had died,
nor against the temple, nor against the em- but whom Paul said was alive. 20 I did
peror.” 9 But Festus wanted to please the not understand these matters, or how to
Jewish leaders, so he asked Paul, “Are you ﬁnd out the truth. So I asked Paul, ‘Are
willing to go up to Jerusalem so I can judge you willing to go to Jerusalem, so I can
you there about these things?” 10 Paul judge you there about these things?’ 21
replied, ”No, I am now standing before But Paul asked for Caesar himself to judge
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his case, so I ordered him to be kept under
guard until I could send him to Casear.”
22
Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I myself
would like to hear what this man has to
say.” Festus answered, “I will arrange for
you to hear him tomorrow.”
23

The next day Agrippa and Bernice entered the hall of judgment, and all the
other people were honoring them. Some
Roman commanders and important men
in Caesarea came with them. Then Festus
commanded that the guards should bring
Paul in. 24 After Paul entered, Festus said,
”King Agrippa and all the rest of you who
are here, you see this man! Many leaders
of the Jews, both in Jerusalem and here,
asked me not to let him live any longer. 25
But I found nothing that he had done to deserve death. Even so, he has asked Caesar
to judge his case, so I have decided to send
him to Rome. 26 But I do not know what exactly I should write to the emperor about
him. That is why I have brought him here
to speak to you all, and especially to you,
King Agrippa! I have done this so that you
may question him. Then I may know what
to write to the emperor. 27 I think that it
would be unreasonable to send a prisoner
to the emperor in Rome without telling exactly what were the wrong things people
say that he has done.”

tions that we argue about. So I ask you to
listen patiently to me.”
4

”All my fellow Jews know about how I
have conducted my life from the time I
was a child. They know how I lived in
the city where I was born and also later in
Jerusalem. 5 They have known me from
my very beginning, and they could tell
you, if they wanted to, that since I was
very young I obeyed the most rigid customs of our religion very carefully. I lived
just like the other Pharisees. 6 Today I am
on trial because I am conﬁdently expecting that God will do what he promised to
our ancestors. 7 Our twelve Jewish tribes
are also conﬁdently waiting for God to do
for us what he promised, as they honor
him and worship him, day and night. Honored king, I conﬁdently expect that God
will do what he promised, and they also
believe that! But it is for what I expect
God to do that they say I have done wrong.
8
Why would any of you think that God
could not raise the dead?
9

There was a time in the past when I, too,
was sure that I should do everything that
I could to stop people from believing in Jesus from Nazareth town. 10 So that is what
I did when I lived in Jerusalem. I shut
up many of the believers in prison, as the
chief priests there had given me power to
do. And when their people killed believers, I voted in favor of that. 11 I punished
those Jewish people in every synagogue
where I could ﬁnd them. I would force
them, with all my anger against them,
1
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “We will now
to make them insult God and curse his
allow you to speak on your own behalf.”
name. I even went off to foreign cities to
Then Paul stretched out his hand to show
ﬁnd them so I could do everything in my
that he was about to speak. He said, 2
power to stop them.
”King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate
that today that I can explain to you why 12 ”The chief priests gave me power to arthe Jewish leaders are wrong when they rest believers in Damascus, and that is
say I have done evil things. 3 I am es- where I went. But while I was on my way,
pecially fortunate because you know all 13 at about noon, I saw on the road a bright
about the customs of us Jews and the ques- light in the sky. It was even brighter than
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the sun! It shone all around me, and also
around those who were traveling with me.
14
We all fell to the ground. Then I heard
the voice of someone speaking to me in
the Hebrew language. He said, ‘Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me? It is hard
15
for you to kick against the goads.’
Then I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ He said,
’I am Jesus! I am the one you are ﬁghting against. 16 But get up and stand on
your feet! I have appeared to you in order
to make you into a servant and a witness
both of what you have seen of what you
know about me now and what I will show
you later. 17 I will protect you from the
people and the non-Jews to whom I will
send you, 18 in order to open their eyes,
to turn them from darkness to light, and
from the power of the enemy to God. In
this way God will forgive their sins and
give to them the things that all my people
will have forever, the people who belong
to me by faith.
19

”So, King Agrippa, I did what God told
me in a vision to do. 20 First, I spoke to the
Jews in Damascus and those in Jerusalem,
and in all the countryside of Judea, and to
the non-Jews there also. I told them that
they should stop sinning and ask God for
help. I told them also that they should
do those things that show that they have
stopped sinning.
21

It is because I preached this message
that some Jews seized me when I was in
the temple courtyard and tried to kill me.
22
However, God has been helping me, so
I have continued to proclaim these things
to this very day. I have continued to tell
both ordinary people and important people exactly what the prophets and Moses
said would happen. 23 They said that the
Christ would suffer and die, that he would
be the ﬁrst to rise from the dead. They also
said that he would proclaim, both to his
own people and to the non-Jewish people,

that God is truly able to save them.”
24

Before Paul could say anything further,
Festus shouted out in a loud voice: “Paul,
you are crazy! You have studied too much,
and it has made you insane!” 25 But Paul
answered, ”Your Excellency Festus, I am
not insane! On the contrary, what I am
saying is true and quite sane! 26 For King
Agrippa knows the things that I have been
talking about, and I can speak freely to
him about them. I am sure that none of
these things could have escaped his notice,
because none of these things happened in
secret.” 27 “King Agrippa, do you believe
what the prophets wrote? I know that you
believe those things.” 28 Then Agrippa answered Paul, “In just a short time you have
almost persuaded me to become a Christian!” 29 Paul replied, “Whether it takes a
short time or a long time, it does not matter. I pray to God that you and also all
of the others who are listening to me today will also become like me, except for
30
Then the king stood.
these chains!”
The governor, Bernice, and all the others
also got up 31 and left the room. After they
left, they said to each other, “This man
has done nothing deserving death or his
chains.” 32 Agrippa said to Festus, “If this
man had not appealed to Caesar, he could
have been released.”

Chapter 27
1

When the Governor decided that we
should sail for Italy, he put Paul and
some other prisoners into the control of
an army captain whose name was Julius.
He held the rank of centurion and was
part of a large number of soldiers who
were under the direct command of the emperor. 2 We boarded a ship from the city of
Adramyttium in Asia. The ship was about
to sail to places on the coast of Asia. In this
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way we went to sea. Aristarchus, from
Thessalonica in Macedonia, went with us.
3
The next day we arrived at Sidon. Julius
treated Paul kindly and gave him permission to go see his friends, who would care
for him. 4 Then the ship set sail from
there. We went along the coast of Cyprus,
which was sheltered from the wind, because the wind was against us. 5 After
that, we crossed over the sea close to the
coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia. The ship
arrived at Myra, which is in Lycia. We
got off the ship there. 6 In Myra, Julius
found a ship that had come from Alexandria and would soon sail to Italy. So he arranged for us to go aboard that ship, and
7
we left.
We sailed slowly for many
days and came near to Cnidus, but we got
there with diﬃculty, because the winds
were against us. After that, the wind was
very strong and did not allow the ship to
move straight ahead westward. Instead,
we sailed along the coast of the Island of
Crete, where the wind was not blowing
strongly, and we passed near Salmone, a
piece of land sticking out into the water. 8
The wind was still strong, and it prevented
the ship from moving ahead fast. So we
moved slowly along the coast of Crete, and
we arrived at a town that was called Fair
Havens, near Lasea.
9

to sea from there. They hoped that they
could reach Phoenix and spend the winter there. Phoenix is a town in Crete. On it
blow winds both from the northwest and
southwest. 13 Because there was only a
gentle wind blowing from the south, the
ship’s crew thought that they could travel
like they wanted to. So they lifted the anchor up out of the sea, and the ship sailed
close along the coastline of the island of
Crete. 14 After a short time, however, a
stormy wind blew down from the shore. It
blew across the island from the north side
and hit the ship. That wind is called Euroclydon, “the Northeast Wind.” 15 It blew
strongly against the front of the ship, and
we could not sail against it. So the sailors
let the wind move the ship in the direction
that the wind was blowing. 16 The ship
then sailed along the coast line of a small
island named Cauda. We were able, with
diﬃculty, to fasten the lifeboat securely to
17-18
After the sailors hoisted
the ship.
the lifeboat onto the ship, they used cables to reinforce the ship. They passed
them under the ship’s hull to strengthen
the ship. The sailors were afraid that we
would run aground on the sandbars called
Syrtis, so they lowered the sea anchor and
in this manner the wind drove us along.
The wind and the waves continued to toss
the ship about roughly, so on the next
day the sailors began to throw things overboard. 19 On the third day of the storm,
the sailors threw overboard most of the
sails, ropes, and poles, in order to make
the ship lighter. They did this with their
own hands. 20 The wind continued to blow
very strongly for many days, and the sky
was full of dark clouds day and night so
that we could not see the sun or the stars.
We had lost all hope that we would survive.

Much time passed, and it had now become dangerous to sail, because the Jewish fasting period had already passed and
the sea would become very stormy. So
Paul said to the men on the ship, 10 “Men,
I see that if we sail now, it will be disastrous for us with much injury and loss,
not only of the cargo and the ship, but
also of our lives.” 11 But the Roman captain did not believe Paul. Instead, he believed what the pilot and the owner of
the ship said, and he decided to do what
12
they advised.
The harbor was not 21 None of us on the ship had eaten for
a good place to remain during the win- many days. Then one day, Paul stood up in
ter, so most of the sailors advised going front of us and said, ”Friends, you should
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have listened to me when I said that we
should not set sail from Crete. 22 But now,
I urge you, do not be afraid, because none
of us will die. The storm will destroy
the ship but not us. 23 I know this, because last night God, the one to whom I belong and whom I serve, sent an angel who
came and stood by me. 24 The angel said
to me, ‘Paul, do not be afraid.S You must
go to Rome and stand before the emperor
there so that he can judge you. I want
you to know that God has granted to you
that all those who are traveling by ship
with you will also survive.’ 25 So cheer
up, my friends, because I believe that God
will make this happen, exactly as the angel
told me. 26 However, the ship will crash on
some island, and we will go ashore there.”
27

On the fourteenth night after the storm
had begun, the ship was still being blown
across the Adriatic sea. About midnight,
the sailors thought that the ship was getting close to land. 28 So they lowered a
rope to measure how deep the water was.
When they pulled the rope up again, they
measured it and saw that the water was
forty meters deep. A little later, they measured again and found thirty meters. 29
They were afraid that the ship might go
onto some rocks, so they threw out four
anchors from the ship’s stern. Then they
prayed that it would soon be dawn so that
they could see where the ship was going.
30
Some of the sailors were planning to escape from the ship, so they lowered the
lifeboat into the sea. In order that no one
would know what they planned to do, they
pretended that they wanted to lower some
anchors from the ship’s front. 31 But Paul
said to the army captain and the soldiers,
“If the sailors do not stay in the ship, you
have no hope of surviving.” 32 So the soldiers cut the ropes and let the lifeboat fall
into the water.
33

on the ship to eat some food. He said, ”For
the past fourteen days you have been waiting and watching and not eating anything.
34
So, now I urge you to eat some food. You
must do this to live. Not even one hair
from your heads will perish.” 35 After Paul
had said that, while everyone was watching, he took some bread and thanked God
for it. Then he broke the bread and began to eat some of it. 36 Then they were
all cheered up and ate some food. 37 Altogether there were 276 of us on the ship.
38
When everyone had eaten enough, they
lightened the ship by throwing the rest of
the wheat into the sea.
39

At dawn we could see land, but the
sailors did not know where we were.
However, they could see a bay and a wide
area of sand at the water’s edge. They decided to try to run the ship up onto the
beach. 40 So they cast off the anchors and
let them fall loose into the sea. At the same
time, they untied the ropes that fastened
the rudders, and they raised the front sail
so that the wind would blow into it. They
they steered the ship toward the shore. 41
But the ship sailed into turbulent waters
and ran hard onto a sandbank that was
just under the waves. The front of the ship
stuck there and could not move, and big
waves beat against the back of the ship, so
that it began to break apart.
42

The soldiers had it in mind to kill all the
prisoners so that none of them could swim
away and escape. 43 But army captain
wanted to save Paul, so he stopped the soldiers from doing this. Instead, he commanded that everyone who could swim
should jump into the water and swim to
shore. 44 Then he told the others to hold
onto planks or other pieces from the ship
and go toward the shore. We did what
he said, and in that way all of us arrived
Just before dawn, Paul urged everyone safely on land.
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Chapter 28

they brought us food and other things that
we would need on the ship.

1

After we had arrived safely on the shore,
we learned that it was an island called
Malta. 2 The people who lived there gave
to us better than the usual hospitality.
They lit a ﬁre and invited us to come and
warm ourselves, because it was raining
and it was cold. 3 When Paul collected
some sticks of wood and put them on the
ﬁre, a poisonous snake came out from the
ﬁre to escape from the heat, and it bit Paul
on his his hand and stayed there. 4 The
people from the island saw the creature
dangling from Paul’s hand, they said to
each other, “Probably this man has murdered someone. Although he has escaped
from being drowned in the sea, the god
of justice will cause him to die.” 5 But
Paul simply shook the snake off into the
ﬁre, and nothing happened to him. 6 The
people were expecting that Paul’s body
would soon swell up with a fever or that
he would suddenly fall down and die. But
after they had waited a long time, they
saw that nothing was wrong with him. So
the people changed what they were thinking and said to one another, “This man is
not a murderer! He is a god!”
7

Now in a place near to where they were,
there were some ﬁelds that belonged to
a man whose name was Publius. He was
the chief oﬃcial on the island. He invited
us to come and stay in his home. He took
very good care of us for three days. 8 At
that time Publius’ father had fever and
dysentery, and he was lying in bed. So
Paul visited him and prayed for him. Then
Paul placed his hands on him and healed
him. 9 After Paul had done that, the other
people on the island who were sick came
to him, and he healed them, too. 10 They
brought us gifts and showed in other ways
that they greatly respected us. When we
were ready to leave three months later,

11

After we had stayed there three months,
we got on a ship that was from Alexandria and that was going to Italy and sailed
away. On the front of the ship there were
carved images of the twin gods whose
names were Castor and Pollux. 12 When
we arrived at the city of Syracuse, we
stayed there three days. 13 Then we sailed
and arrived at the city of Rhegium in Italy.
The next day, the wind was blowing from
the south, so in only two more days we
reached the town of Puteoli. There we left
the ship. 14 In Puteoli we met some fellow believers who wanted us to stay with
them for seven days. After this, we ﬁnally
arrived at Rome.
15

In Rome, some fellow believers had
heard about us, so they came to meet
us. Some of them met us at the town
called The Market on Appian Road, and
others met us at the town called The Three
Inns. When Paul saw those believers, he
thanked God and was encouraged. 16 After we arrived in Rome, Paul was permitted to live in a house by himself. But there
was always a soldier there to guard him.
17

After Paul had been there three days,
he sent a message to the Jewish leaders
to come and talk with him. When they
came to him, Paul said to them, ”My dear
brothers, although I have not opposed our
people nor spoken against the customs of
our ancestors, our leaders in Jerusalem
seized me. But before they could kill
me, a Roman commander rescued me
and later sent me to the city of Caesarea
for Roman authorities to put me on trial.
18
The Roman authorities questioned me
and wanted to release me, because I had
not done any bad thing for which I should
be executed. 19 But when the Jewish leaders there spoke against the desire of the
Romans to set me free, I had to request
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that the emperor judge me here in Rome.
But my reason for doing that was not that
I wanted to accuse our leaders about anything. 20 So I have requested you to come
here so that I can tell you why I am a prisoner. It is because I believe in what the
people of Israel conﬁdently expect God
will do for us.” 21 Then the Jewish leaders said, ”We have not received any letters
from our fellow Jews in Judea about you.
Also, none of our fellow Jews who have arrived here from Judea has said anything
bad about you. 22 But we want to hear
what you think about this group that you
belong to, because we know that in many
places people are speaking against it.”

They do not want to hear with their ears
or understand with their hearts,
for then they would come back to me
and I would heal them.
28

Therefore, you should know that God
is offering to save the non-Jews, and they
will listen.” 29[1]
30

For two whole years Paul stayed there in
a house that he rented. Many people came
to see him, and he received them all gladly
and talked with them. 31 He preached and
taught people about how God would show
himself as king, and he taught them about
the Lord Jesus Christ. He did that with
23
So they decided that they would come great boldness, and no one tried to stop
back on another day to hear Paul speak to him.
them. When that day arrived, even more
people than before came to where Paul
was staying. Paul told them about how
God would rule everyone; he talked about 28:29 [1] Acts 28:29 - the oldest and most achow the law of Moses and the prophets curate ancient copies of the book of Acts
foretold Jesus. Paul talked with all who do not include the additional words found
would listen from morning until evening. in Acts 28:29; and for that reason they are
24
Some of those Jews were persuaded to not included here.
believe what Paul said about Jesus was
true, but others did not believe that it was
true. 25 When they began to disagree with
each other, and when they were about
to leave, Paul had one more thing to say:
”The Holy Spirit said the truth to your ancestors, when he spoke these words to Isaiah the prophet:
26

Go to your people and say to them:

’You hear with your ears, but you never
understand what God is saying.
You see with your eyes but you never
really see the things that God is doing. 27
These people do not understand, because
they have become stubborn.
their ears are almost deaf;
and they have closed their eyes because
they do not want to see.
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Chapter 1
1

I, Paul, who serve Christ Jesus, am writing this letter to all of you believers in
the city of Rome. God chose me to be
an apostle, and he appointed me in order
that I should proclaim the good news that
comes from him. 2 Long before Jesus came
to earth, God promised that he would reveal this good news by means of what his
prophets wrote in the sacred scriptures. 3
This good news is about his Son. As to
his Son’s physical nature, he was born a
4
descendant of King David.
As to his
divine nature, it was powerfully shown
that he is God’s own Son. God showed
this when his Holy Spirit caused him to become alive again after he died. He is Jesus
Christ our Lord. 5 He has shown us great
kindness and appointed us to be apostles.
He did that in order that many among all
the people groups would believe in him
and obey him. 6 You believers who are
living in Rome are included among those
whom God has chosen to belong to Jesus
Christ. 7 I am writing this letter to all of
you in Rome whom God loves and whom
he has chosen to become his people. I pray
that God our Father and Jesus Christ our
Lord may continue to act kindly toward
you and will continue to cause you to have
peace.
8

As I begin this letter, I thank my God for
all you believers in Rome. It is because of
what Jesus Christ has done for us that I am
able to do that. I thank him because people all over the Roman Empire are talking
about how you are trusting in him. 9 God,
whom I devotedly serve as I proclaim to
people the good news concerning his Son,
knows that I tell the truth when I say that
I always mention you whenever I pray to

God. 10 I especially ask God that if he desires me to visit you, somehow at last I
shall be able to do so. 11 I pray this because I long to visit you to help you in order that you may trust and honor Christ
more and more. 12 I mean that I want us
to encourage each other by telling each
other how we trust in Jesus. 13 My fellow
believers, many times I planned to visit
you. I certainly want you to know that.
But I have not been able to come to you because something has always stopped me. I
have wanted to come in order that more
people among you might trust in Jesus,
just as in other places among the nonJews. 14 I feel obliged to proclaim the good
news to all non-Jewish people, to those
who speak Greek and to those who do not,
to people who are smart and to those who
are unintelligent. 15 As a result, what I
have eagerly desired is that I might proclaim this good news to you who are living
in Rome also.
16

I very conﬁdently proclaim the good
news about what Christ has done, because
this good news is the powerful way in
which God saves those who trust in what
Christ has done for them. Speciﬁcally,
God ﬁrst saves the Jews who believe the
good news, and then he saves non-Jews.
17
By means of this good news God reveals how he puts people right with himself. This is like what a prophet wrote long
ago in the scriptures: “Those whom God
puts right with himself will live because
they trust him.”
18

God in heaven makes it clear that he is
angry with all who show no respect for
him and who do wicked things. He shows
them that they deserve for him to punish them. Because they do wicked things,
they also keep other people from knowing
what is true about God.
19

All non-Jews can clearly know what God
is like, because God himself has revealed
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this to everyone. 20 People cannot actually see with their eyes what God is like.
But ever since he created the world, the
things in it make us understand things
about him—for example, he has always
been able to do powerful things. Another
example is that everyone knows that he is
completely different from all that he has
created. So no one is able to say truthfully, “We never knew about God.” 21 Although non-Jews knew what God is like,
they did not honor him as God, nor did
they thank him for what he had done. But
instead, they began to think foolish things
about him, and they were no longer able
to understand what he wanted them to
22
know about himself.
Although they
claimed that they were wise, they became
foolish, 23 and they refused to admit that
God is glorious and will never die. Instead, they made and worshiped idols that
resembled people who will some day die,
and then they made other idols that resembled birds and four-footed animals,
and ﬁnally they made idols that resembled reptiles.
24

So God allowed the non-Jews to do immoral sexual things that they strongly desired, things that they thought they had to
do, because they wanted so much to do
them. As a result, they began to dishonor
each other’s bodies by their sexual actions.
25
Also, they chose to worship false gods
instead of admitting what is true about
God. They worshiped things that God created instead of worshiping him, the one
who created everything, the one whom
we should all praise forever! Amen.
26

So God allowed the non-Jews to do
shameful sexual things that they strongly
desired. As a result, many women began
sleeping with other women—something
that goes against nature. 27 Similarly,
many men abandoned their natural relationships with women. Instead, they

developed strong sexual desire for each
other. They committed homosexual acts
with other men, acts that were shameful.
As a result, God has punished them by sicknesses in their bodies, which is the direct
consequence of that kind of sin.
28

Furthermore, because they decided that
it was not worthwhile to know God, he
allowed their own worthless thoughts to
completely control them. As a result, they
began doing evil things that no one should
29
do.
They strongly desire to do all
kinds of unrighteous deeds and evil things
to others and take things that belong to
others and harm others in various ways.
Many constantly envy other people and
desire to murder people and to cause arguments and quarrels between people and
deceive others and speak hatefully about
others. 30 Many say evil things about others and slander others. Many act especially hatefully toward God and violently
toward others and treat others contemptuously and boast about themselves to others and invent new ways to do evil deeds.
Many children disobey their parents. 31
Many act in other foolish ways that offend
God and do not do what they promised
others that they would do and do not even
love their own family members and do
not act mercifully toward other people. 32
Although they know that God has declared
that those who do such things deserve to
be killed, they not only do these kinds of
evil things, but they also approve of others who do them.

Chapter 2
1

You may say that God must punish people for doing what he hates. But when you
say that, you are really saying that God
should punish you because you also have
lived the same kind of life. You did the
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same things they have done. 2 We know
very well that God will judge and punish
fairly people who do such evil deeds. 3 So
you who say that God should punish others for doing evil deeds, although you do
evil deeds yourself, you should certainly
not think that you yourself will be able to
escape from God when he begins to punish you! 4 And you should not say, “God
is acting very tolerantly and patiently toward me, so I do not need to turn away
from my sin.” You should understand
that God is patiently waiting for you to repent from your sins. 5 But instead, because you are stubborn and refuse to stop
sinning, God will punish you even more
severely. He will do that at the time when
he shows that he is angry and judges all
people fairly.
6

God will pay back everyone according
to what they deserve for what they have
done. 7 Speciﬁcally, some people keep doing good deeds, because they want God to
honor them, and they want to live forever
with him. God will reward them in this
way. 8 But some people act in a selﬁsh
way and refuse to believe that what God
says is true, and they do the things that
God says are wrong. God will be very angry and will punish them severely. 9 He
will cause everyone who habitually does
evil deeds to suffer greatly and to have
many troubles. This certainly will happen
to the Jews who refuse to accept God’s message, because God gave them the privilege
to be his special people, but it will also
happen to the non-Jews. 10 But God will
praise, honor, and give a peaceful spirit
to every person who habitually does good
deeds. He will certainly do this for the
Jews because he chose them as his special
people, but he will also do it for the nonJews. 11 God will do this fairly, because he
pays no attention to how important anyone is.

12

Although non-Jews do not have the laws
that God gave to Moses and still sin without having a law, God will bring them
to ruin forever. And he will also punish
all the Jews who have disobeyed his law,
because he will judge them according to
what the law says. 13 It is right for God to
punish them because it is not those who
know about God’s laws that he makes righteous. Only those who have obeyed all
of God’s law, they are the only ones God
makes righteous. 14 Whenever the nonJews, who do not have the law of God, follow those laws because they obeyed them
by the light of nature, they prove that
they have a law within themselves, even
though they never had the laws that God
gave to Moses. 15 They show that they
know in their own minds what God commands in his law, for each person in his
very own conscience either accuses himself of bad behavior or defends himself. 16
God will punish them at the time when he
will judge people according to what they
have thought and done secretly. He will
judge people by authorizing Christ Jesus
to judge them. This is what I tell people
when I preach the good news to them.
17

Now I have something to say to anyone
of you Jews to whom I am writing: You
trust that God will save you because you
know the laws that he gave to Moses. You
boast that you belong to God. 18 You know
what God desires. Because you have been
taught God’s laws, you are able to know
which things are right and to choose to do
them. 19 You are certain that you are able
to show God’s truth to non-Jews, and that
you can instruct those who know nothing
about God. 20 You are certain that you can
instruct those who believe foolish things
about God and those who are like children
because they know nothing about him at
all. You are certain about all this because
you have the law that teaches you truly
about God. 21 Since you claim that you
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have all these advantages because you are
a Jew, it is disgusting that you teach others but do not obey the laws yourself! You
who preach that people should not steal
things, it is disgusting that you yourself
steal things! 22 You who command people not to sleep with someone to whom
they are not married, it is disgusting that
you commit adultery yourself! You who
command others not to worship idols, it is
disgusting that you do not avoid disgusting things. 23 You who boast saying, “I
have God’s laws,” it is disgusting that you
disobey those same laws! As a result you
are insulting God! 24 You must not be like
our ancestors, about whom were written
these words in the scriptures: “The nonJews speak evil about God because of the
evil actions of you Jews.”

Chapter 3
1

Someone might say then, “If that is true,
then it appears that there is no advantage
to be a Jew over a non-Jew, and being circumcised does not beneﬁt us Jews at all.”
2
But I tell you that being Jews has many
beneﬁts. First of all because it was to
their ancestors that God spoke his words,
words that show us who he is. 3 Does the
Jews not being faithful mean that God will
not bless as he promised that he would? 4
No, it certainly does not mean that! God
always does what he has promised, even
though people do not. All those who accuse God of not keeping his promises to us
Jews are very mistaken. King David wrote
about this: “So everyone must acknowledge that what you have said about them
is true, and that you will always win the
case when anyone accuses you of doing
25
Any one of you who is circumcised to wrong.”
show that he belongs to God can beneﬁt
from that if he obeys the law that he gave 5 So if God did not bless because we were
to Moses. But if you, a circumcised person, wicked, can we say that he acted unfairly?
disobey the law, God will consider you to That he was wrong to punish us out of
be no better in God’s sight than someone anger? (I am speaking as ordinary huwho is not circumcised. 26 This means mans speak.) 6 We should certainly not
that God will certainly consider that even conclude that God should not judge, benon-Jews who are not circumcised can be- cause if God did not judge, it could not poscome his people if they obey the things sibly be right for him to judge the world! 7
that he commanded in his laws. 27 These But someone might answer, ”The fact that
people, who are not circumcised but who God truly keeps his promises becomes
still obey God’s laws, will declare that God very clear because for example, I told a
is right when he punishes you, for you are lie and the result is that people praise God
circumcized but still break the law. 28 It because he has mercy! So God should no
is not those who perform rituals for God longer say that I should be punished on
who are true Jews, and it is not being cir- account of my having sinned, since peocumcised in their bodies that causes God ple are praising him because of it! 8 If
to accept them. 29 On the contrary, we what you, Paul, say is true, then we might
whom God has changed inwardly are the as well do evil things in order that good
true Jews. God has accepted us and God’s things like that will result!” Some people
Spirit has changed our nature, not be- speak evil about me because they accuse
cause we perform the rituals commanded me of speaking like this. God will punish
by the law. Even if other people will not people who say such things about me, and
praise us, God will praise us.
they will deserve for him to punish them!
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9

Shall we conclude that God will treat
us more favorably and will treat the nonJews less favorably? We can certainly
not conclude that! The Jews and also the
non-Jews have sinned and so they deserve
for God to punish them. 10 The following
words that are written in the scriptures
support this,
No person is righteous. There is not even
one righteous person! 11 There is no one
who understands how to live properly.
There is no one who seeks to know God!
12

Absolutely everyone has turned away
from God. God considers them depraved.
There is no one who acts righteously; no,
there is not even one!
13

What people say is foul, like the
smell that comes from a grave that has
been opened. By what people say, they deceive people.
By what they say they injure people, just
like the poison of snakes injures people.
14

They are continually cursing others
and saying cruel things.
15

They go quickly to murder people.

16

Wherever they go they ruin everything and make people miserable.

21

When God declares us right with him it
does not depend on our obeying the law
that he gave Moses. It was written about
in the laws and by the prophets that Goe
forgives our sins by a different way. 22
God erases the record of our sins because
we trust in what Jesus Christ has done for
us. God does this for every person who
trusts in Christ, because he considers that
there is no difference between Jews and
non-Jews. 23 All people have done evil,
and everyone has failed to accomplish the
glorious goals that God set for them. 24
Our record of sins has been erased by his
acting kindly to forgive our sins, without
our doing anything to earn it. Christ Jesus
accomplished this by redeeming us. 25
God showed that Christ turned away his
anger by shedding his blood when he died,
and we must believe in what he did for
us. The sacriﬁce of Christ shows that God
acted in a just manner. Otherwise, one
might not have thought he was just, because he had overlooked sins that people
had previously committed, for he is patient. 26 God appointed Christ to die for us.
By doing that, he now shows that he is just,
and he shows that he is justly able to erase
the record of sins for everyone who trusts
in Jesus.

They have not known how to live 27 It is not at all because we obey the
laws of Moses that God erases the record
peacefully with other people.
of our sins. So there is no way that we
18
They absolutely refuse to honor God!
can boast that God favors us because we
19
We know that whatever these laws com- obeyed those laws. Instead, it is because
mand is to those who are required to obey. we believe in Christ that God erases the
This means that Jews or non-Jews are not record of our sins. 28 So it is clear that
able to say anything contrary when God God makes someone right with himself if
demands an answer for having sinned. 20 that person trusts in Christ—not if that
29
It is not because people have done the person obeys the law.
You who are
things that God’s laws require that God Jews certainly should not think that you
will erase the record of their sins because are the only ones whom God will accept!
no one has done those things completely. You certainly should realize that he will
In fact, the result of our knowing God’s accept non-Jews, too. Of course, he will
laws is that we know clearly that we have accept non-Jews, 30 because, as you ﬁrmly
believe, there is only one God. It is this
sinned.
17
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same God who will make Jews—who have
been circumcised—right with himself because they trust in Christ, and it is also God
who will make non-Jews—who have not
been circumcised—right with himself, because they also trust in Christ. 31 If you
say that God makes us right with himself
because we trust in Christ, does that mean
that the law is now useless? Certainly not.
Instead, that law is truly valid.

Chapter 4
1

Abraham is the revered ancestor of us
Jews. So think about what we can learn
from what happened to Abraham. 2 If
it was because of Abraham’s doing good
things that God put him right with himself,
Abraham would then have had reason to
boast about that to people, (but, even so,
he would not have had any reason to boast
to God about it). 3 Remember that in the
scriptures it is written that Abraham believed what God promised to do for him,
and that for this reason, God considered
Abraham to be right with himself. 4 Now
if we receive wages for work that we do,
those wages are not considered to be a gift.
Instead, they are considered to be what
we have earned. Similarly, if we could do
something to obligate God to be kind to
us, then that would not be a gift. 5 But
in reality, God makes right with himself
people who did not honor him previously.
Instead, they now trust in him, and God
therefore considers them to be right with
himself. 6 Similarly, it is as David wrote
in the Psalms about anyone whom God
considers to be right with himself without
earning it:
7

”How fortunate are the people whose
sins God has forgiven, whose sins he no
longer looks at. 8 How fortunate are the
people whose sins he no longer keeps a
record of.

9

Being fortunate like this is not something
that only we Jews can experience. No, it
is also something that non-Jews can experience. We know this, because it is written in the scriptures that Abraham trusted
in God, so God considered him to be right
with himself. 10 Think about when God
did this for Abraham. He did it before
Abraham was circumcised, not after. 11
God commanded that Abraham be circumcised many years after God had already
accepted him. Circumcision was the mark
that showed that Abraham already was
right with God. So we can learn here that
God considered Abraham to be the ancestor of everyone who trusts in him, even
of those who are not circumcised. In this
way, God considers all these people to be
right with himself. 12 Likewise, God considers Abraham to be the ancestor of all
us who are true Jews, that is, all Jews
who not only have the mark of circumcision on their bodies, but—much more
importantly—who live like our ancestor
Abraham did before he was circumcised,
when he was simply trusting in God.
13

God promised Abraham and his descendants that they would possess the world.
But when he promised that, it was not because Abraham was obeying any law. Instead, it was because Abraham believed
that God would do what he promised. So
God put Abraham right with himself. 14
If people possess the world because they
obey God’s law, then it is useless to trust in
God for anything, and his promise means
nothing. 15 Remember that in reality, God
says in his law that he will punish anyone who does not perfectly obey it. Also
remember, however, that for people who
have no law, it is impossible to disobey
16
So it is because we trust in God
it.
that we will receive the things that he has
promised to us as a gift, because he is very
kind. He gives these things to everyone
whom he regards as a true descendant of
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Abraham—us Jewish believers, who have
God’s law and trust him, and also those
non-Jews who do not have God’s laws but
who trust in him as Abraham did. For God
regards Abraham as the true ancestor of
all of us believers. 17 This is what God said
to Abraham in the scriptures: “I will make
you the ancestor of many ethnic groups.”
Abraham received this directly from God
who raises dead people to life and creates
things out of nothing. 18 He trusted ﬁrmly
in this promise of God, even though there
was no physical reason for him to expect
that he would have descendants because
he and his wife were too old to bear children. God had promised Abraham that he
would become the ancestor of many ethnic groups by saying, “Your descendents
will be like the stars in the sky.” 19 He
did not doubt that God would do what he
promised, even though he knew that his
body was not able to father a child (he was,
after all, about one hundred years old),
and he knew that Sarah had never had
children, especially now, because she was
so old. 20 He did not doubt at all that God
would do what he had promised. Instead,
he trusted in God more strongly, and he
thanked God for what God was going to
do. 21 He was also convinced that God was
able to do whatever he promised that he
was going to do. 22 And that is the reason
that God considered Abraham to be right
with himself.
23

The words in the scriptures, “God considered him to be right with himself because he trusted in him,” are not only
about Abraham. 24 They were also written about us, whom God would consider
to be right with himself because we trust
in him, the one who caused our Lord Jesus to become alive again after he died. 25
God allowed men to execute Jesus because
of our evil deeds. And God caused Jesus to
live again because God wanted to put us
right with him.

Chapter 5
1

God has put us right with himself because we trust in our Lord Jesus Christ. So
we are now at peace with God. 2 Because
of what Christ has done for us, it is as if
God has opened up a door for us to go to
where he will be kind to us. So we rejoice
because we are conﬁdently expecting that
God will gladly share his greatness with
3
us.
When we suffer because we are
joined to Christ, we also rejoice because
we know that when we are suffering, we
are learning to endure things patiently. 4
And we know that when we endure suffering patiently, God approves of us. And
when we know that God approves of us,
we conﬁdently expect that he will do great
things for us. 5 And we are very conﬁdent that we will receive the things that
we wait for, because God loves us very
much. His Holy Spirit, whom he gave to us,
causes us to understand how much God
loves us.
6

When we were unable to save ourselves,
it was Christ who, at the time that God
chose, died for us people, although we
were not honoring God at all. 7 Rarely
will anyone die for another person, even if
that person were righteous, although for
a good person perhaps someone might be
courageous enough to die. 8 Nevertheless,
as for God, the way he showed us that he
loves us is that Christ died for us while we
were still rebelling against God. 9 So it is
even more certain that Christ will save us
from God’s anger about sin since we are
right with God because Christ died for us
and shed his blood for our sins. 10 Even
when we were his enemies God made us
to be his friends with because his Son died
for us. Since Christ is alive again, it is
even more certain that Christ will save us.
11
And that is not all! Now we also rejoice because we have been made friends
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with God, because of what our Lord Jesus disobeyed God that many people became
Christ has done for us.
sinners. Similarly, it is because one person, Jesus, obeyed God when he died that
12
All people are sinful because Adam, the he will put many right with himself. 20
ﬁrst man whom God created, sinned long God gave his law to Moses in order that
ago. Because he sinned, he eventually people might realize how greatly they had
died. So all people who have lived since sinned; but as people sinned more, God
then became sinners, and they all die. 13 continued to act even more kindly toward
People in the world sinned before God them in a way that they did not deserve. 21
gave his law to Moses but there was no He did that in order that, unlike people die
way to recognize sin against that law. 14 because they sin, his kind gift might put
But we know that from the time when them right with himself. Then they can
Adam lived until the time when Moses live forever because of what Jesus Christ
lived, all people sinned, and that they died our Lord has done for them.
as a consequence. Everyone died, even
those who did not break a direct command from God as Adam did. Adam’s sin
affected all people, just like what Christ
did, the one who came later, also affects
1
Someone might say in reply to what
all people. 15 But the gift that God gives is
not like Adam’s sin. Because Adam sinned, I have written that since God has acted
everybody dies. But because another sin- kindly toward us, perhaps we should congle man, Jesus Christ, died for us all, God tinue to sin in order that his kindness
2
kindly offers us this gift of everlasting life, would be the greater. No, certainly not!
16
And We are like people who have died, who
although we do not deserve it.
there is another way in which God’s gift is can no longer do anything evil. So we
3
When we
different from Adam’s sin. Because Adam should not continue to sin.
sinned, all people after him have sinned, were baptized in union with Christ Jesus,
and so God declared that all people de- God viewed us as dying with Christ on his
4
So, when
serve to be punished. But as a kind gift, cross. Do you not know this?
17 we were baptized, God viewed us also as
God offers to put us right with himself.
All people die because of what one man, being with Christ in his tomb. God the FaAdam, did. But now many of us experi- ther used his power to raise Christ from
ence that God has kindly given us a very the dead; in the same way, he made it pos5
great gift—which we do not deserve—and sible for us to live life in a new way. Since
he has put us right with himself. It is also God views us as joining with Christ when
very certain that we will rule with Christ he died, he will also make us rise with him
6
in heaven. This will happen because of from the dead. God views us sinners as
having died on the cross with Christ, in orwhat one man, Jesus Christ, did for us.
der to put an end to our sinful nature. As a
18
So, because one man, Adam, disobeyed result, we no longer have to sin. 7 For whoGod’s law, all people deserve to be pun- ever has died no longer has to sin. 8 Since
ished. Similarly, because one man, Jesus, God views us as having died together with
acted righteously by obeying God while he Christ when he died, we believe that we
lived and died, God offers to put every- will also live with him. 9 We know that
one right with himself, for them to live for- since God enabled Christ to live again afever. 19 It was because one person, Adam, ter he died, Christ will never die again.

Chapter 6
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Nothing will ever be able to make him die
again. 10 When he died, he went free from
our sinful world, and he will never die
again; but because he lives again, he lives
in order to serve God. 11 In the same way,
you must view yourselves as God views
you: You are dead people, unable to sin
any longer; but you are also living people,
living to serve God and joined to Christ Jesus. 12 So when you want to sin, do not
allow yourselves to do what you want. Remember that your body will die one day.
13
Do not use any part of your body to do
anything wicked. Instead, present yourselves to God as people who are now alive
after belonging to the realm of the dead.
Use every part of your body for God. Allow him to use you to do righteous things.
14
When you desire to sin, do not do it! The
laws that God gave Moses did not enable
you to stop sinning. But now God controls
you and kindly helps you not to sin.

20

It is true that in the past, you behaved as
people who were free from God’s power
and righteousness (because you did whatever your evil minds told you to do). You
did not have to do things that were right.
21
But though you were like a slave to sin,
God has set you free from sin and made
you his servant. As a result you are being
made holy, and the result of that is that
you will live forever with him. 22 But now
you do not have to sin any longer. You
are no longer slaves like that. Instead, you
have become slaves of God. In return, he
has set you apart as his own people, and
he will allow you to live forever, with him.
23
All who do what their evil minds tells
them to do receive payment, too, but that
payment is death. They will be apart from
God forever. But as for God, he pays no
wages to his slaves at all. Instead, he gives
us a free gift: He allows us to live forever
with him, joined to Christ Jesus our Lord.

15

We might think from this that because
the laws God gave Moses did not enable
us to stop sinning and God is now treating us kindly anyway, that God permits us
to continue sinning. Absolutely not! 16 If
you offer to obey someone, you become
his slaves. If you obey when you wish to
sin, then you become the slaves of sin and
die as a result. But if you obey God, then
you become his slaves and, as a result, will
do the right things that God wants you to
do. 17 In the past you sinned in whatever
way you wanted to sin—you were slaves
of sin. But then you began to sincerely
obey what Christ taught you. I thank God
for that. 18 So now you do not have to sin
any longer; sin is no longer your master.
Instead, you are slaves of God, who is righteous. 19 I am writing to you in a way
that ordinary people can understand. In
the past you were slaves to your desires so
you did all kinds of impure and evil things.
But now act justly as God acts, so that he
will set you apart for himself as his people.

Chapter 7
1

My fellow believers, you know about
laws. So you certainly know that people
have to obey laws only while they are
alive. 2 For example, a woman must be
faithful to her husband as long as he is
alive. But if her husband dies, she is does
not have to act any longer as if she were
married. The law releases her from the
marriage. 3 So if she goes to another man
while her husband is alive, she will be an
adulteress. But if her husband dies, she
no longer has to obey that law. Then if
she marries another man, she will not be
4
In the same way, my
an adulteress.
brothers and sisters, when you died with
Christ on his cross, the law of God could no
longer control you. You were free to join
Christ, so that you might honor God. You
can do this because you are alive again.
God has joined you to Christ, and he has
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raised Christ from the dead. 5 When we
were doing what our evil thoughts told
us to do, when we learned God’s law, we
wanted to sin more and more. So we did
evil things that would lead God to separate us from him forever. 6 But now God
has freed us from having to obey law of
Moses—it is as though we have died, and
the law can no longer tell us what to do.
God has done this for us so that we may
worship him in a new way that the Spirit
shows us, rather than in the old way that
the law required.
7

Could we say that people want to sin
more if they know God’s laws? Then
those laws themselves must be evil. No,
of course not! The law is not evil! But
it is true that I did not really know what
sin was until I learned about it in the law.
For example, I did not realize that it is evil
to desire what is not yours until I learned
that the law says, “You must not desire
what is not yours.” 8 And because of what
that commandment stated, my sinful desire to have things that belong to others
caused me to covet in many ways. But
where there is no law, there is no sin. 9
Formerly, when I did not know what God’s
law required, I used to sin without worrying about what I was doing. But when I became aware that God had given us his law,
I suddenly realized that I was sinning, 10
and I realized that I was apart from God.
The law that was supposed to allow me
to live forever, if I obeyed it, was leading
me to die instead. 11 When I wanted to
sin, I thought that I would live forever if
I obeyed the law enough. But I was mistaken: I thought I could keep sinning at
the same time. In fact, God was going to
separate me from him forever because I
did not truly obey the law. 12 So we know
that the law that God gave to Moses is
perfectly good. Everything that God commands us to do is also without fault, just,
and good.

13

Could we say then that the law that God
gave Moses, which is good, drove us away
from God! Certainly it did not do that!
But instead, the law, which is good, made
me want to sin. I knew that as a result, I
was far away from God. And also, because
I learned what God had commanded, I
knew that what I was doing was truly sinful.
14

We know that the law came from God
and changes our attitude. But I am a person whose attitude tends toward sin. It
is as though I had been forced to become
a slave of my desire to sin — I had to do
15
whatever my desires told me to do.
The things that I do, I often do not understand. That is, sometimes it is the good
things that I want to do that I do not do.
And sometimes it is the evil things that I
detest that I do. 16 Since I do the evil things
that I do not want to do, I agree that the
law of God directs me in the right way. 17
So, it is not because I wish to sin that I
sin. Instead, I sin because the desire to
sin causes me to sin. 18 I know that when
I follow my own attitude I can do nothing good. I know this because I want to
do what is good, but I do not do what is
good. 19 I do not do the good things that
I want to do. Instead, it is evil things that
I do not want to do that I do. 20 When I
do evil things that I do not want to do, it
is not that really I that do those things. Instead, my attitude that favors sin is making me sin. 21 I ﬁnd, then, that what always
happens is that when I want to do what is
good, there is an evil desire present within
me that prevents me from doing good. 22
In my new attitude I am very happy about
the law of God. 23 Nevertheless, I sense
that there is a different power that is in
my body. It is opposed to what with my
mind I desire to do, and it makes me do
what my old sinful attitude wants me to
do. 24 When I consider this, I feel that I am
a very wretched person. I want someone
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to set me free from the control of what my
body desires, in order that I might not be
separated from God. 25 I thank God that
it is by Jesus Christ our Lord that he sets
us free from the control of what our bodies desire. So with our minds, I on the one
hand want to obey God’s law. But also, I
often let our sinful desires control me because of my old sinful attitude.

Chapter 8
1

So God will not condemn and punish
those who are joined to Christ Jesus. 2
God’s Spirit causes us to live in a new way
because we are joined to Christ Jesus. In
this way, I no longer have to sin when I
think about sinning, and I will no more
3
We tried to
be separated from God.
obey God’s law in order to live with God,
but it was useless to think that we could—
we could not stop sinning. So God helped
us instead: He sent his own Son into the
world in order that his Son might atone
for our sin. His Son came having a body
that was like the body of us who sin. His
Son came to offer himself as a sacriﬁce
for our sin. When he did this, he also
showed that our sins are truly wicked, and
that anyone who sins deserves to be punished. 4 So we can now fulﬁll all that
God required in his law. We do this, not
by our acting the way our old evil attitude desires, but instead by living as God’s
Spirit desires us to live. 5 People who
live by their evil attitudes think about pay
attention to those attitudes. But people
who live by what God’s Spirit wants think
about the things of the Spirit instead. 6
Those who think about and are concerned
about what their evil attitude desires will
not live forever. But those who want what
God’s Spirit desires will live forever and
have peace. 7 Let me explain this. To the
extent that people want what their evil at-

titude desires, they are acting contrary to
God. They do not obey his law. In fact,
they are not even able to obey his law. 8
The people who do what their evil attitude
tells them cannot please God. 9 But we
do not have to let our old evil nature control us. Instead, we can let God’s Spirit
control us, because he lives within us. If
the Spirit who comes from Christ does not
live in people, they do not belong to Christ.
10
But since Christ is living in you by his
Spirit, God views your bodies as dead, so
you no longer have to sin. And he views
your spirits as alive, because he has put
11
you right with himself.
God caused
Jesus to live again after he died. And because his Spirit lives in you, God will also
make your bodies, which now are sure to
die, live again. He caused Christ to live
again after he died, and he will make you
live again by causing his Spirit to do it.
12

Therefore, my fellow believers, we
are obligated live as the Spirit directs us.
What we are not obligated to live as our
old evil nature wants us to. 13 If you do
what your old evil nature wants, you will
surely not live forever with God. But if the
Spirit stops you from doing those things,
then you will live forever.
14

We who obey the Spirit of God are God’s
children. 15 This is because you have not
received a spirit who makes you live in
fear. You are not like slaves who fear their
masters. On the contrary, God has give
you his Spirit, and his Spirit has made us
God’s children. The Spirit now enables us
to cry out to God, “You are my Father!” 16
The Spirit himself conﬁrms what our spirits say, that we are God’s children. 17 Because we are God’s children, we also will
one day receive what God has promised
us. And we will receive this together with
Christ. But we must suffer for doing good
as Christ did, in order that God may honor
us.
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18

I think that what we suffer during the
present time is not worth paying attention
to, because the future splendor that God
will reveal to us will be so great. 19 The
things that God has created are very eagerly waiting for the time when he will reveal who his true children are. 20 God
caused the things that he created to be
unable to achieve what he had intended.
That was not because they wanted to fail.
On the contrary, God made them that way
because he was certain 21 that the things
he created will one day no longer die, decay, and fall apart. He will free these
things from that, in order that he can
do the same wonderful things for these
things that he will do for his children. 22
We know that until now it is as though all
things that God created have been groaning together, and they want him to do
those same wonderful things for them.
But now it is just like a woman who is having the pains that come before she gives
23
Not only do those
birth to a child.
things groan, but we ourselves also groan
inwardly. We who have God’s Spirit, who
is like a partial gift we have received as
we wait for everything that God will give
us, we groan inwardly. We groan while
we wait eagerly for the time when we will
receive our full rights as God’s adopted
children. That will include his freeing our
bodies from the things that hinder us on
earth. He will do this by giving us new
bodies. 24 For God saved us because we
had conﬁdence in him. If we had now
the things for which we have been waiting, we would not need to wait for them
any longer. After all, if you possess something that you have been expecting to get,
you certainly do not need to wait for it any
longer. 25 But because we keep waiting expectantly to receive what we do not yet
have, we wait for it eagerly and patiently.

proper for us to pray. But God’s Spirit
knows; as he prays for us, he groans in a
way that cannot be expressed in words. 27
God, who examines our inner attitude and
mind, understands what his Spirit desires.
His Spirit prays for us who belong to God
exactly as God wants him to pray.
28

And we know that for those who love
God, he works out all things that happen to them in a way that does us good.
He does this for those whom he has chosen, because that was what he planned
to do. 29 God knew previously that we
would believe in him. We are those who
God also decided previously would have
a character like his Son’s character. The
result is that Christ is God’s ﬁrstborn Son,
and those who are God’s children are
the many younger brothers of Jesus. 30
And the ones God decided previously who
would be like his Son, he also called them
to be with him. And the ones he called
to be with him, he also made them to be
right with himself. And to the ones whom
he has put right with himself, he also will
give them honor.
31

So I will tell you what we must learn
from all these things that God does for us.
Because God is acting on our behalf, no
one can win against us! 32 God did not
spare even his very own Son. Instead, he
turned him over to others to cruelly kill
him in order that all we who believe in
him may beneﬁt from his dying for us. Because God did that, he will also certainly
give us freely everything that we need to
live for him. 33 No one can accuse us before God of doing wrong, for he has chosen us to belong to him. He is the one
who has put us right with himself. 34 No
one can condemn us any longer. Christ is
the one who died for us—and more than
that, he also was raised from the dead—
26
Similarly, God’s Spirit helps us when and he is ruling with God in the place of
we are weak. We do not know what is honor, and he is the one who is pleading
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for us. 35 Absolutely no one and nothing
can cause Christ to stop loving us! Even
if someone aﬄicts us, or even someone
harms us, or even if we have nothing to
eat, or even if we do not have enough
clothes, or even if we live in a dangerous
situation, or even if someone will kill us.
36
Such things may happen to us, just as it
is written that David said to God, “Because
we are your people, others repeatedly attempt to kill us. They consider that we are
only people to be killed, like a butcher considers that sheep are only animals to be
slaughtered.” 37 But even though all these
bad things happen to us, we win completely over these things because Christ,
who loves us, helps us. 38 I am completely
convinced that neither anything from the
realm of the dead, nor what happens to
us while we live, nor angels, nor demons,
nor present events, nor future events, nor
powerful beings, 39 nor powerful beings
in the sky or below it, nor anything else
that God has created can cause God to stop
loving us. God showed us that he loves us
by sending Jesus Christ our Lord to die for
us.

Chapter 9
1

Because I am joined to Christ, I will tell
you the truth. I am not lying! My conscience conﬁrms what I say because the
Holy Spirit controls me. 2 I tell you that I
grieve very greatly and deeply about my
3
I personally would
fellow Israelites.
be willing to let God curse me and, keep
me apart from Christ forever if that would
help my fellow Israelites, my natural kinsmen, to believe in Christ. 4 They, like me,
are Israelites. God chose them to be his
children. It is to them that he showed how
wonderful he is. It is with them that he
made the covenants. It is to them that he
gave the law. They are the ones who have

the worship of God. They are the ones to
whom God promised many things. 5 It was
our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
whom God chose to begin our nation. And,
most importantly, it was from us Israelites
that the Christ was born as a human being.
He is God, the one who is worthy that we
praise him forever! This is true!
6

God promised to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob that their descendants would all inherit his blessings. But although most of
my fellow Israelites have rejected Christ,
that does not prove that God has failed to
do the things that he promised. For it is
not all people who are descended from Jacob and who call themselves the people
of Israel whom God considers to be truly
his people. 7 And it is also not all of Abraham’s natural descendants that God considers to be Abraham’s true descendants.
Instead, God considers only some of them
to be Abraham’s true descendants. This
agrees with what he told Abraham: “It is
Isaac, not any of your other sons, whom
I will consider to be the true father of
8
What I mean is,
your descendants.”
not all of Abraham’s descendants are the
people that God accepts as his own children. Instead, only the people that God
had in mind when he promised to give
Abraham descendants—it is these people
whom he considers to be Abraham’s true
descendants and his own children. 9 This
is what God promised Abraham: “About
this time next year I will come back to you,
and Sarah your wife will bear a son.” God
promised this, and he made it happen. 10
It was similar with Rebecca, the wife of
Isaac, Abraham’s son, when Rebecca conceived twins. 11 Before the twins, Jacob
and Esau, were born, 12 the children had
not yet done anything good or bad, God
said to Rebecca, “The older one will serve
the younger one, contrary to normal custom.” God said this in order that we might
know this: That when he plans to do some-
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thing, he chooses the people because he
wants to choose them, not because they
have done anything for him. 13 It is just
what God said in the scriptures: “I chose
Jacob, the younger son. I rejected Esau,
the older son.”
14

Someone might ask me, “Is God unjust by choosing only certain people?” I
would reply, “He is certainly not unjust!”
15
God told Moses, “I will pity and help anyone whom I choose!” 16 So God chooses
people, not because they want God to
choose them or because they try hard to
please him. Instead, he chooses people
because he himself has mercy on unde17
serving ones.
Moses recorded that
God had told Pharaoh, “This is why I made
you king of Egypt: It was so I might ﬁght
against you and everyone in the world
will help others respect my reputation.”
18
So we know that God kindly helps the
ones he wants to act kindly toward. And
we also know that he makes stubborn anyone who he wants to be stubborn, such as
Pharaoh.
19

Maybe one of you will say to me, “Because God determines ahead of time everything that people do and no one can resist what God has wished, it is not right for
God to punish those who sin.” 20 I would
reply, “You are only a human being, so
you have no right to criticize God! He is
like a man who makes clay pots. A pot
has no right to ask its maker, ”Why did
you make me like this?” 21 Instead, the potter certainly has the right to take a lump
of clay and use part of it to make a beautiful pot that people will value highly—
and then use the rest of the clay for a
pot that someone will use every day. Cer22
Altainly God has the same right.
though God desires to show that he is angry about sin, and although he desires to
make clear that he can powerfully punish
people who have sinned, he tolerated very

patiently the people who caused him to be
angry and who deserved to be destroyed.
23
God has been patient in order that he
might make clear how very wonderfully
he acts toward those upon whom he has
mercy, whom he prepared ahead of time
in order that they might live with him. 24
That means us whom he chose—not only
us Jews, but also non-Jews. 25 God has the
right to choose from among both Jews and
non-Jews, as the prophet Hosea wrote:
”Many people who were not my
people—I will say they are my people.
Many people whom I did not love before, I will say that I now love them.”
26

And another prophet wrote: ”Where
God told them before, ‘You are not my people,’
in those same places they are told
that they will become children of the true
God.”
27

Isaiah also exclaimed concerning the Israelites: ”Even though the Israelites are
so many that no one can count them, like
sand particles beside the ocean, only a
small part of them will be saved, 28 because the Lord will punish completely and
speedily the people who live in that land,
as he said that he would do.”
29

Isaiah also wrote, “If the Lord of the
heavenly armies had not mercifully allowed some of our descendants to survive,
we would have become like the people of
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, whom
he completely destroyed.”
30

We must conclude this: Although the
non-Jews were not trying to be holy, they
discovered that God would put them right
with himself if they trusted in Christ. 31
But the people of Israel did indeed try to
be holy by obeying God’s law, but they
were not able to. 32 They were not able to,
because they tried to do things to please
God. They lost their balance when they
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refused to trust God to forgive them by
putting their trust in Christ. 33 This is what
a prophet said would happen: “Listen! I
am placing in Israel one who is like a stone
on which people will stumble. What he
does will make people angry. Nevertheless, those who believe in him will not be
ashamed.”

is Lord, and if you truly believe that God
raised him from the dead, he will save you.
10
If people believe these things, God will
put them right with himself. And for those
who state publicly that Jesus is Lord—God
11
will save them.
It is written in the
scriptures about the Christ, “Whoever believes in him will not be disappointed or
ashamed.” 12 In this way, God treats the
Jews and the non-Jews the same. Because
he is the same Lord for all people who
believe in him, he greatly helps all who
ask him to help them. 13 This is just like
1
My fellow believers, what I greatly de- what the scriptures say: “The Lord God
sire and what I pray to God earnestly for is will save all those who ask him.”
that he will save my own people, the Jews. 14
Most people have certainly not believed
2
I declare truthfully about them that although they earnestly go after God, they in Christ, and some people might try
do not understand how to go after him in to explain why they have not done so.
the right way. 3 They do not know how They might say, ”People certainly cannot
God puts people right with himself. They ask Christ to help them if they have not
want to put themselves right with God, so ﬁrst believed in him! And they certainly
they do not accept what God wishes to do cannot believe in him if they have not
for them. 4 Christ has perfectly obeyed heard about him! And they certainly candoes not
the law in order to put everyone who be- not hear about him if someone
15
And
those
preach
to
them
about
him!
lieves in him right with God. So the law is
who could preach to them about Christ,
no longer necessary.
certainly cannot do so if God does not send
5
Moses wrote about people who tried to them. But if some believers preached to
obey all of God’s laws: “It is the people them, it would be just like the scriptures
who have done perfectly the things that say: ‘It is wonderful when people come
the law requires who will live forever.” 6 and bring good news!’” 16 I would reply in
But those whom God puts right with him- this way to those who say such things: God
self because they trust in Christ—to them has indeed sent people to preach the mesMoses says, “No one should try to go to sage about Christ. But not all the people
heaven,” that is, in order to bring Christ of Israel have paid attention to the good
down to us. 7 Moses also says this to them: news! It is like what Isaiah said when he
“No one should try to go down to where felt very discouraged: “Lord, it seems as if
the dead are,” that is, in order to bring hardly anyone believed what they heard
Christ back from the dead for us. 8 But us preach!” 17 So then, I tell you that peoinstead, those who believe in Christ can ple are believing in Christ because they
say what Moses wrote: “You can ﬁnd out hear about him, and people are hearing
about God’s message very easily. You can the message because others are preaching
speak about it and think about it.” This about Christ!
is the message that we proclaim: People
must believe in Christ. 9 This message is 18 But if someone said to those people, “Of
that if anyone of you conﬁrms that Jesus course the Israelites have heard this mes-
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sage,” I would say, ”Yes, indeed! It is like rest of your prophets, and they have dewhat the scriptures say:
stroyed your altars. I am the only one who
believes in you who remains alive, and
“The people living all over the world
now they are trying to kill me!” 4 God
have seen the creation, and what it proves
answered him like this: “You are not the
about who God is—even the people living
only one left who is faithful to me. I have
in the most remote places in the world
taken care to keep for myself seven thouhave understood this!”
sand men in Israel, men who have not
19
Furthermore, it is true that the Israelites worshiped the false god Baal.” 5 So, simreally did hear this message. They under- ilarly, there is also at this time a leftover
stood it, too, but they refused to believe it. group of us Jews who have become believRemember that Moses was the ﬁrst one to ers. God has chosen us to become believwarn the people like this. He told them ers only because he acts kindly toward us,
that God said, “You think that the non- in ways that we do not deserve. 6 Since
Jewish nations are not real nations at all. it is because he acts kindly toward those
But some of them will believe in me, and I whom he chooses, it is not because they
will bless them. Then you will envy them have done good things that he has chosen
and be angry at them, people who you do them. If God chose people because they
20
Remem- did good deeds, then he would not need
not think understand me.”
ber also that God said very boldly through to act kindly toward them.
Isaiah, “The non-Jews who did not try to 7
Since God chose only some people of Isknow me will surely ﬁnd me! I will surely
rael, this makes us know that most of the
reveal what I am like to those who did not
Jews failed to get what they were looking
ask for me!”
for—(although the Jews whom God chose
21
But God also speaks about the Israelites. did get it). Most of the Jews remained
He says, “For a long time I have held out unwilling to understand what God was
my arms to the people who disobeyed telling them. 8 This is exactly what the
and rebelled against me, in order to invite prophet Isaiah had written about: “God
caused them to be stubborn. They should
them to return to me.”
be able to understand the truth about
Christ, but they cannot. They should obey
God when he speaks, but they do not. It
is like that to this very day.” 9 The Jews
remind me of what King David said, when
1
If I should ask, “Has God rejected his peo- he asked God to cause his enemies’ senses
ple the Jews?” The answer would be, ”Cer- to be dull: ”Make them stupid, like anitainly not! Remember that I also belong mals that fall into nets or traps! May they
to the people of Israel. I am a descendant feel as safe as if they were at their banof Abraham, and I belong to the tribe of quets, but let those feasts be times when
Benjamin, but God has not rejected me! 2 you will catch them, and they will sin,
No, God has not rejected his people, whom with the result that you will destroy them.
he chose long ago to be people whom he
10
May they not see the danger when
would bless in a special way. Remember
it comes to them. May you always make
that Elijah mistakenly complained to God
them suffer because of their troubles.”
about the people of Israel, as the scriptures say: 3 “Lord, they have killed the 11 If I should ask, “When the Jews sinned
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by not believing in Christ, did that mean
they will always be apart from God?” I
would reply, “No, they have certainly not
separated themselves from God permanently! Instead, because they sinned, God
is saving non-Jews in order to cause the
Jews to envy the way he blesses non-Jews,
so that they will ask Christ to save them.”
12
When the Jews rejected Christ, the result was that God abundantly blessed the
other people in the world by offering
them the opportunity to believe. And
when the Jews failed spiritually, the result
was that God abundantly blessed the nonJews. Since that is true, think how wonderful it will be when the complete number of the Jews whom God has chosen will
believe in Christ !
13

Now it is to you non-Jews that I am saying what follows. I am the one who is
the apostle to non-Jews such as you, and I
highly value this work that God appointed
me to do. 14 But I also hope that by my
labors I will make my fellow Jews jealous, with the result that some of them will
15
God has
believe and thus be saved.
rejected most of my fellow Jews because
they refused to believe, with the result
that he made peace between himself and
other people in the world. If that is what
happened after most of the Jews rejected
Christ, think about the excellent things
that will happen after they trust in him. It
will be like they have risen from the realm
of the dead! 16 Just like the whole lump
of dough will belong to God if people offer to God the bread baked from the ﬁrst
part of it, so the Jews will belong to God
because their ancestors belonged to God.
And just like the branches of a tree will belong to God if the root belongs to God, so
the descendants of our great Jewish ancestors who belonged to God will also some
day belong to God.
17

people break off dead branches of a tree.
And each of you non-Jews whom God has
accepted is like a branch of a uncultivated olive tree that someone spliced into
the trunk of a cultivated olive tree. God
has caused you to beneﬁt from how he
blessed our ﬁrst Jewish ancestors, just as
branches beneﬁt from the sap from the
root of a cultivated olive tree. 18 However,
you non-Jews must not despise the Jews
whom God rejected, even though they are
like the branches that someone breaks off
from the tree! If you want to boast because of how God has saved you, remember this: Branches do not feed a root. Instead, the root feeds the branches. Similarly, God has helped you because of what
you have received from the Jews! You
have given the Jews nothing that helps
19
them.
Maybe you will say to me,
“God rejected the Jews like people break
bad branches off a tree and throw them
away, and he has done this in order that
he might accept us non-Jews, just like people put branches of a wild olive tree into
the trunk of a good tree.” 20 I would reply that this is true. However, it is because the Jews did not believe in Christ,
God rejected them. As for you, it is only because you believe in Christ that you stand
strong! So do not become proud, but instead be ﬁlled with awe! 21 Since God
did not spare those unbelieving Jews, who
grew up like a tree’s natural branches that
came from the root, then know, if you do
not believe, he will not spare you either!
22

Note then, that God acts kindly, but he
also acts severely. He has acted severely
toward the Jews who have refused to trust
in Christ. God has acted kindly toward
you, but he will act severely if you do not
keep trusting in Christ. 23 And if the Jews
believe in Christ, God will also put them
back into the tree again, because God is
able to do that. 24 You non-Jews who were
God has rejected many of the Jews, like previously apart from God have beneﬁted
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from the ways in which God blessed the
Jews. That is like taking branches that
someone has cut from a wild olive tree—a
tree that just grew without anyone planting it— and, contrary to what people usually do, splicing them into a cultivated
olive tree. So God will much more readily receive back the Jews because they belonged to him before! That will be like
putting the original branches that someone cut off, back into the olive tree to
which they originally belonged!

will act mercifully toward them again. 32
God has declared and proved that all people, both Jews and non-Jews, have been
disobedient to him. He has declared that
because he wants to act mercifully toward
us all.

“The one who sets his people free will
come from where God is among the Jews.
He will forgive the sins of the Israelite people.”

Chapter 12

33

I marvel how great are the wise things
that God has done and what he has always
known! No one can understand them or
know them fully. 34 I remember the scriptures that say, “No one has ever known
what the Lord thinks. No one has ever
35
25
And, “No
My non-Jewish fellow believers, I cer- been able to give him advice.”
one
has
given
anything
to
God
in
a way
tainly want you to understand this secret
truth, so that you do not think you know that God had to reward him.”
everything: Many people of Israel will 36 God is the one who created all things.
continue to be stubborn until all the non- He is also the one who sustains all things.
Jews whom God has chosen have believed The reason that he created them was that
in Jesus. 26 And then God will save all of they might praise him. May all people
Israel. Then these words in the scriptures honor him forever! May it be so!
will become true:

27

And as God says,

“The covenant that I will make with them
is one by which I will forgive their sins.”
28

The Jews rejected the good news about
Christ and now God treats them as his enemies. But that has helped you non-Jews.
But because they are the people whom
God chose, God still loves them because
of what he promised to do for their ancestors. 29 He still loves them, because
he never changed his mind about what
he has promised to give them, and about
how he has called them to be his own people. 30 You non-Jews once disobeyed God,
but now he has acted mercifully toward
you because the Jews disobeyed him. 31
Similarly, now they have disobeyed God.
The result is that in the very same way in
which he acted mercifully toward you, he

1

My fellow believers, since God has acted
mercifully toward you in so many ways, I
appeal to all of you that you present yourselves like a sacriﬁce that is alive, a sacriﬁce that you give to God alone and that
pleases him. This is the only right way
to worship him. 2 Do not let unbelievers
guide you in how you behave. Instead,
let God change your way of thinking and
make it new, in order that you may know
what he wants you to do, so you may know
how to act in ways that please him, the
ways in which he himself acts.
3

Because God has kindly appointed me to
be his apostle, which I did not deserve, I
say this to every one of you: Do not think
you are better than you really are. Instead, think about yourselves in a sensible way, a way that is the same as the way
in which God has allowed you to trust in
him. 4 Although a person has one body,

1591

ROMANS
it consists of many parts. All of the parts
are necessary for the body, but they do
not all function the same way. 5 Similarly,
we, although we are many, are united into
one group because we are joined to Christ,
and we belong to one another. So no one
should act as though he is more impor6
tant than the others!
Instead, since
each one of us can do different things because God makes us different from each
other, we should do them eagerly and
cheerfully! Those of us to whom God gives
messages for others should speak in a way
that ﬁts our trust in God. 7 Those whom
God has enabled to serve others should
do that. Those whom God has enabled to
teach his truth should do that. 8 Those
whom God has enabled to encourage others should do it wholeheartedly. Those
whom God has enabled to give things to
others, should do so without holding back.
Those whom God has enabled to manage
others should do it, and do it with care.
Those whom God has enabled to help the
needy should do it cheerfully.

sire for others what you desire for yourselves. Do not be proud in how you think;
instead, be friends with people who seem
unimportant. Do not consider yourselves
wise. 17 Do not do evil deeds to anyone
who has done evil to you. Act in a way that
all people will know is good! 18 Live peacefully with other people whenever it is possible, to the extent that you can control the
situation.
19

My fellow believers whom I love, do not
do evil in return when people do evil to
you! Instead, allow God to punish them.
The scriptures say, “ ‘I will pay back those
who do evil. It is my right to pay them
back,’ says the Lord.” 20 Instead of doing
evil to those who have done evil to you, do
as the scriptures teach: “If your enemies
are hungry, feed them! If they are thirsty,
give them something to drink. By doing
that, you will cause them to feel the pain
of shame and perhaps they will change
their attitude toward you.” 21 Do not let
evil deeds that others have done to you
overcome you. Instead, do for them bet9
The way you must love people is to love ter than what they have done to you!
them sincerely! Hate what is evil! Continue to eagerly do what God considers to
be good! 10 Love one another as members
of the same family do; and in regard to
honoring one another, you should be the
ﬁrst ones to do it! 11 Do not be lazy. In- 1 Every believer must obey the governstead, be eager to serve God! Be enthusi- ment oﬃcials. Remember that God is the
astic as you serve the Lord! 12 Rejoice be- only one who gives oﬃcials their authorcause you are conﬁdently awaiting what ity. Furthermore, those oﬃcials that exGod will do for you! When you suffer, be ist are ones who have been appointed by
patient! Keep praying and never give up! God. 2 So whoever resists the oﬃcials is re13
If any of God’s people lacks anything, sisting what God has established. Furthershare with them what you have! Be cre- more, those who resist oﬃcials will cause
ative in hosting others! 14 Ask God to be the oﬃcials to punish them. 3 I say this,
kind to those who persecute you because because rulers do not cause people who
you believe in Jesus! Ask him to be kind to do good deeds to be afraid. Instead, they
them; do not ask him to cause bad things cause people who do evil to be afraid. So
to happen to them. 15 If they are joyful, if any of you do good, they will praise you
you should rejoice with them! If they are instead of punishing you! 4 All oﬃcials exsad, you should be sad with them! 16 De- ist in order to serve God, in order that they
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may help each of you. If any of you does
what is evil, of course you should be afraid
of them. The oﬃcials exist to serve God
by punishing those who do evil. 5 So, it
is necessary for you to obey the oﬃcials,
not only because they will punish you if
you disobey them, but also because you
know within yourselves that you should
6
be subject to them!
It is for this reason that you also pay taxes, because the
oﬃcials are ones who serve God as they
continually do their work. 7 Give to all
the oﬃcials what you are supposed to give
to them! Pay taxes to those who require
that you pay taxes. Pay duties on goods
to those who require that you pay those
duties. Respect those whom you ought to
respect. Honor those whom you ought to
honor.

is almost ended, like a night that is nearly
ended. The time when Christ will return
is near. So we must stop doing the wicked
deeds that people like to do at night, and
we must be doing the things that will help
us resist evil, as soldiers who put on their
armor in the daytime get ready to resist
their enemies. 13 We must behave properly, as though the time when Christ will
return were already here. We must not
get drunk and do evil things with others.
We must not commit any kind of sexual
immorality or wild sensual behavior. We
must not quarrel. We must not be jealous
of other people. 14 On the contrary, we
should be like the Lord Jesus Christ so that
others will see what he is like. You should
stop wanting to do the things that your old
evil nature wants to do.

8

Pay all of your debts when you are supposed to pay them. The only thing that is
like a debt that you should never stop paying is to love one another. Whoever loves
others has fulﬁlled all that God requires
in his law. 9 There are many things that
God has commanded in his law, such as do
not commit adultery, do not murder anyone, do not steal, and do not desire anything that belongs to someone else. But
we can sum up the meaning of all the law
in this sentence: “Love your neighbor as
you love yourself.” 10 If you love everyone around you, you will harm no one. So
whoever loves others fulﬁlls all that God’s
law requires.
11

Do what I have just told you, especially
since you know how important is the time
in which we are now living. You know
that it is time for you to be fully alert and
active, like people who have awakened
from sleeping, because the time when
Christ will ﬁnally deliver us from this
world’s sin and sorrow is near. That time
is closer now than when we ﬁrst believed
in Christ. 12 Our time to live in this world

Chapter 14
1

Accept those who are not sure whether
God will permit them to do certain things
some people think are wrong. But when
you accept them, do not argue with them
about what they think. These questions
are only personal opinions. 2 Some people believe that they may eat all kinds of
food. Others believe that God does not
want them to eat certain things, so they believe that they may eat only vegetables. 3
Anyone who thinks that it is all right to eat
all kinds of food must not despise those
who do not think that. Anyone who thinks
it is not all right to eat all kinds of food
must not condemn those who think differently, because God himself has accepted
those people. 4 You are wrong when you
evaluate somebody else’s servant. We are
all God’s servants so God is the master
of us all. He is the one who will decide
whether those people have done wrong!
No one should judge another in this regard, because he is able to keep them faith-
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ful to him.
5

Some people regard certain days as more
holy than other days. Other people regard
all days as equally suitable for worshiping God. Each person should be fully convinced about such matters, thinking and
deciding for himself and not for others. 6
As for those who believe that they should
worship on a certain day of the week, it
is to honor the Lord that they worship on
that day. And as for those who think that
it is all right to eat all kinds of food, it is to
honor the Lord that they eat those foods,
because they thank God for their food.
As for those who abstain from eating certain kinds of food, it is to honor the Lord
that they do not eat those foods, and they
also thank God for the food that they do
eat. So these people are not wrong, even
though they think differently. 7 None of
us should live merely to please ourselves,
and none of us should think that when we
die, it affects only us. 8 While we live, it is
the Lord whom we belong to and should
be trying to please, and not just ourselves.
And when we die, it is the Lord whom we
should be trying to please. So, while we
live and also when we die, we should try
to please the Lord, for we belong to him.
9
For Christ died and became alive again
in order that he might be Lord whom all
people should obey, both those alive and
those who are dead.
10

It is disgraceful that you who obey certain rules say that God will punish your
fellow believers who do not obey them.
For God will judge each one of us. 11 We
know this because it is written in the scriptures:
”Everyone will bow down before me!
And everyone will praise me.”
12

So we will each have to tell God what we
have done and let him decide whether or
not he approves of it.

Since it is God who will judge everyone, we must stop saying that God should
punish some of our fellow believers! Instead, you must be determined to never
cause another brother or sister to sin or
to stop trusting Christ. 14 Because I am
joined to the Lord Jesus, I am absolutely
certain that there is nothing that by itself
is wrong to eat. But if people think it is
wrong to eat something, then for them it
is wrong to eat it. So you should not encourage them to eat it. 15 If you eat food
that a fellow believer thinks is wrong to
eat, you might cause him to stop obeying
God. You would no longer be loving him.
Do not cause any fellow believer to stop
trusting in Christ. After all, Christ died for
him, too! 16 Similarly, do not do something that fellow believers would call bad,
even if you think it is good. 17 When God
rules how we live, we do not worry about
what we eat and drink. Instead, we think
about how what is the right way to obey
him, have peace with each other, and rejoice because of the Holy Spirit. 18 Those
who serve Christ by acting in such ways
please God, and others will also respect
them.
19

So we should always eagerly try to live
in a way that will cause peace among fellow Christians, and we should try to do
what will help each other to trust and obey
Christ. 20 Do not destroy how God has
helped any believer just because you want
to eat a certain kind of food. It is true
that God allows us to eat every kind of
food. But if you eat something that another believer thinks is wrong, then you
are encouraging him to do what he thinks
is wrong. 21 It is good neither to eat meat
nor to drink wine, nor to do anything else
at any time if it will cause one of your fellow believers to stop trusting in God. 22
Let God tell you what things are right for
you to do, but do not try to force others
to accept what you believe. And you will
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please God if you have no doubts about
your convictions about what is right and
wrong to do. 23 But some believers fear
that God will not be pleased if they eat certain kinds of food. And indeed, he will say
that they have done wrong, if they do not
do what they believe to be right. If we do
anything without being certain that God
approves of it, we are sinning.

Chapter 15
1

Those of us believers who are sure
that God allows us to do many more
things than other believers think he allows them to do—we should be patient
with them and allow them to inconvenience us. This is more important than
our pleasing ourselves. 2 Each of us
should do the things that please our fellow
believers, and things that will help them,
things that will encourage them to trust in
Christ. 3 We should please our fellow believers, since Christ has set us an example.
He did not do things to please himself. On
the contrary, he tried to please God even
when others insulted him. That was as
the scriptures say: “When people insulted
you, it was as though they were also insulting me.” 4 Remember that all the things
written in the scriptures are there to teach
us, so that we may become patient in hardship. In this way the scriptures will encourage us to expect that God will do for
us everything that he has promised.
5

I pray that God give you patience and encouragement so that you all live in peace
with each other, doing as Christ Jesus did.
6
If you do this, you all will be praising
God together, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
7

So I say to all of you believers at Rome,
accept each other. If you do that, people
will praise God as they see you behave like

Christ. Accept each other just like Christ
8
accepted you!
I want you to remember that Christ helped us Jews to know
the truth about God. That is, he came to
make come true everything that God had
promised our ancestors that he would do.
9
But he also came to help the non-Jews,
so they would praise God for his mercy.
God’s mercy has produced what is written
in the scriptures that David said to God:
“So I will praise you among the non-Jews;
I will sing and praise you.” 10 Moses also
wrote, “You non-Jews, rejoice with us who
are God’s people.” 11 And David wrote in
the scriptures, “Praise the Lord, all you
non-Jews; may everyone praise him.” 12
And Isaiah wrote in the scriptures, “There
will be a descendant of King David who
will rule over the non-Jews. They will conﬁdently expect him to fulﬁll what he has
promised.”
13

I pray that God cause you to be conﬁdently expecting him to do what he has
promised. I pray that he will cause you to
be completely joyful and peaceful as you
trust in him. The Holy Spirit will enable
you to more and more conﬁdently expect
to receive what God has promised you.
14

My fellow believers, I myself am completely sure that you yourselves have
acted toward others in a completely good
way. You have done that because you
have known completely all that God
wants you to know and because you are
able to teach each other. 15 However, I
have written to you quite openly in this
letter about some things in order to remind you about them. I have written this
because God has made me an apostle, although I did not deserve this. 16 He did this
in order that I should work for Jesus Christ
among the non-Jews. God has appointed
me to act like a priest as I proclaim his
good news in order that he may accept the
non-Jews who believe in Christ. They will
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be like an offering that the Holy Spirit has in the provinces of Macedonia and Achaia
set completely apart for God only.
decided to contribute money to help the
believers in Jerusalem, God’s own people,
17
It follows that, because of my relation- who are poor. 27 They themselves deship with Christ Jesus, I am happy about cided to do this, but truly they owe somemy work for God. 18 I will speak boldly thing to God’s people in Jerusalem. The
only about the work that Christ has accom- non-Jewish believers beneﬁted spiritually
plished through me that non-Jews might from Jewish believers because they heard
pay attention to the message about Christ. the message about Christ from them, so
These accomplishments came because of the non-Jews should also help the Jewish
words and deeds 19 by showing signs and believers in Jerusalem by giving them maother things that convince people. I have terial things. 28 When I ﬁnish this task of
done those things God’s Spirit has enabled delivering all this money that the believme. In this way I have traveled all the way ers in Macedonia and Achaia have given, I
around from Jerusalem to the province of will leave Jerusalem and visit you in Rome
Illyricum, and I have completed my work while I am on my way to Spain. 29 And
of proclaiming the message about Christ I know that when I visit you, Christ will
in those places. 20 As I proclaim that mes- abundantly bless us.
sage, I am always eagerly trying to pro- 30
Because we belong to our Lord Jeclaim it in places where people have not
sus
Christ and because the Spirit of God
already heard about Christ. I do that in
order that I might not be simply contin- causes us to love each other, I urge you
uing the work that someone else already all that you help31me by fervently praying
Pray that God will prostarted. I do not want to be like a man who to God for me.
builds a house on someone else’s founda- tect me from the unbelieving Jews while
tion. 21 On the contrary, I teach non-Jews, I am in Judea. And pray that the believso that what happens may be like what ers in Jerusalem will be glad to receive
32
was written: “The people who have never the money that I am bringing them.
heard any news about the Christ, they will Pray these things in order that God may be
see him. Those who have never heard of pleased for me to come to you, and that I
may be able to rest among you—and you
him will understand about him.”
rest with me—for a while. 33 I pray that
22
Because I have attempted to preach the God, who causes us to have peace, will be
message about Christ in places where they with all of you and will help you. May it
have not heard about him, I have been be so!
stopped many times from coming to visit
you. 23 But now there are no more places
in these regions where people have not
heard about Christ. Furthermore, for several years I have wanted to visit you. 24 So
I hope to go to Spain, and I hope that you 1 By means of this letter I am introducing
will help me on my journey. And I would and recommending to you our fellow belike to pause on my journey for a while liever Phoebe, who will be taking this letin order to enjoy being with you. 25 But I ter to you. She is a servant in the assemcannot visit you now, because I am about bly in the city of Cenchrea. 2 I request that
to go to Jerusalem in order to take money you receive her because you are all joined
for God’s people there. 26 The believers to the Lord. You should do that because

Chapter 16
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God’s people ought to welcome their fellow believers. I am also requesting that
you help her by giving her whatever she
needs, because she has helped many people, including me.

fellow believers who meet with them that
I am sending my greetings to them. 15
I also send my greetings to Philologus, to
his wife Julia, to Nereus and his sister, and
to Olympas, and to all God’s people who
meet with them. 16 Greet one another
3
Tell Priscilla and her husband Aquila affectionately in a pure way, when you
that I send greetings to them.
They gather together. The believers in all the
worked with me for Christ Jesus, 4 and assemblies joined to Christ greet you.
they were even willing to die for me. I
thank them, and the non-Jewish congrega- 17 My fellow believers, I tell you that you
tions also thank them for saving my life. must be careful about the people who
5
Also tell the congregation that meets in are causing divisions among you and who
their house that I send my greetings to cause people to stop honoring God. Keep
them. Tell my dear friend Epaenetus the away from such people! 18 They do not
same thing. He is the ﬁrst man in the serve our Lord Christ! On the contrary,
province of Asia to believe in Christ. 6 Tell they only want to satisfy their own desires.
Mary, who has worked hard for Christ in They deceive the people using smooth
order to help you, that I send my greetings talk and praise so the people do not reto her. 7 Tell the same thing to Androni- alize that these troublemakers are teachcus and his wife Junia, fellow Jews, who ing false things. 19 Believers everywhere
were in prison with me. They are well know that you have obeyed what Christ
known among the apostles, and they be- says in the good news. So I rejoice about
came Christians before I did. 8 I also send you. But I also want you to be smart
my greetings to Ampliatus, who is a dear enough to recognize what is good and stay
friend and is joined to the Lord. 9 I also away from what is evil. 20 If you do all
send my greetings to Urbanus, who works these things, God, who gives us his peace,
for Christ with us, and to my dear friend will soon smash the work of Satan because
Stachys. 10 I also send my greetings to of your authority! I pray that our Lord
Apelles, of whom Christ has approved be- Jesus will continue to act kindly toward
cause he successfully endured trials. Tell you.
the believers who live in the house of Aristobulus that I send my greetings to them. 21 Timothy, who works with me, and Lu11
Also tell Herodion, who is my fellow Jew, cius, Jason, and Sosipater, who are my felthat I send my greetings to him. Tell the low Jews, want you to know that they are
same thing to those who live in the house sending their greetings to you. 22 I, Tertius,
of Narcissus, those who belong to the Lord. one who belongs to the Lord, also want
12
Tell the same thing to Tryphaena and you to know that I am sending my greether sister Tryphosa, who work hard for ings to you. I am writing down this letthe Lord. I also send my greetings to Per- ter as Paul tells me what to write. 23-24
sis. We all love her, and she has worked I, Paul, am staying in the house of Gaius,
very hard for the Lord. 13 Tell Rufus, who and the whole assembly here meets in his
is an outstanding Christian, that I send my house. He also wants you to know that
greetings to him. Tell the same thing to he is sending his greetings to you. Erashis mother, who has treated me as though tus, who manages the city’s money, sends
I were her son. 14 Tell Asyncritus, Phle- his greetings to you also, along with our
gon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brother Quartus.
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Now to God, the one who is able to
strengthen you spiritually by my proclamation of the good news of Jesus Christ
that God did not reveal in any age before
our own time — 26 but now God has made
it known by means of what the scriptures
said would happen — so that people in all
the people groups in the world may believe in Christ and obey him. 27 May God,
who alone is wise, be praised forever, because of what Jesus Christ has done for us.
May it be so!
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Chapter 1
1

I, Paul, am writing this letter. Sosthenes,
our fellow believer, is with me as I write
this letter to you. God appointed me to be
an apostle of Christ Jesus, and God chose
me to serve him. 2 This letter is to the
church of God in Corinth, to those whom
Christ Jesus has set apart for God, with everyone else—everywhere—who calls on
God to save them in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.
3

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ love you and give you peace.
4

I thank my God every day for you because of the many costly gifts that Christ
Jesus has given to you because he loves
you. 5 Christ has given you so many things.
He helped you in all your speaking and
in all your knowledge. 6 You yourselves
are the proof that these statements about
Christ are true. 7 That is the reason you
do not lack any gift from the Spirit of God
while you wait for the day when God will
make the Lord Jesus Christ known and
will show him to everyone. 8 God will also
make you strong so you can serve him to
the very end, so you will bring no shame
upon yourselves on the day that our Lord
Jesus Christ returns to earth. 9 God is keeping his promise to do that. God called you,
so you can know and love his Son, Jesus
Christ, who is our Lord.
10

My brothers and sisters, I beg you by
the authority of Jesus, that you come to
an agreement and that you settle your disagreements, and that you no longer divide yourselves into groups. Learn to see
things from the same point of view and
to work together to accomplish the same
task. 11 Those in Chloe’s house have re-

ported to me that there are divisions and
12
disagreements among some of you.
This is the problem. Each of you claims
to have loyalty to one leader or another.
One says, “I am loyal to Paul.” Another
says, “I am loyal to Apollos.” Someone
else says, “I am loyal to Peter.” And the
last one says, “But I am loyal to Christ.”
13
But Christ does not divide his loyalty.
Paul was not cruciﬁed for you. The person who baptized you did not baptize you
in the name of Paul. 14 I thank God that I
baptized only a few people there; among
them I baptized Crispus and Gaius. 15 It
would not be true that I baptized them in
my name. 16 (Now I remember that I also
baptized the household of Stephanas, but
other than those people, I do not remember baptizing anyone else in Corinth.) 17
The most important work Christ sent me
to do was to tell everyone the good news
about him, not to baptize people. I did not
proclaim the good news using human wisdom or clever words so instead I could use
the power of the work of Christ dying on
the cross.
18

For those who are dead to the things of
God cannot understand him. Christ died
for them on the cross, but this message
is pointless to them. However, for those
of us whom God has rescued and brought
to life, this message allows God to powerfully work in us. 19 A prophet wrote in the
scriptures:
”The wisdom of those who think they
are wise,
I will destroy,
and I will make the brilliant plans of the
intelligent
to be utter failures.”
20

Where are the wise people of this
world? They did not understand anything about God. Neither did the scholars, nor those skilled in debate. For God
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has shown that everything they call wisdom is really foolishness. 21 In the wisdom of God, unbelievers did not come to
know God by their own wisdom. So God
was pleased to use a message that they
thought was foolish. That is message we
proclaimed and it had power to save all
who believe it. 22 The Jews wanted public displays of miraculous power before
they would follow anyone. The Greeks
are looking for wisdom through new and
fresh ways of thinking about spiritual
ideas. 23 But we proclaim a message about
Christ, who died on a cross. For the Jews
this message about the cross of Christ is
something they cannot receive because
death on a cross brings a curse with it.
To the Greeks it is too foolish to deserve
their attention. 24 But for us, we whom
God called so we can know him, that message shows that God acted powerfully and
wisely by sending Christ to die for us. The
good news is not tied to any race or philosophy; in Christ there is no distinction
between Jews and all the other nations
and races on earth. 25 For the things of
God that appears foolish are really wiser
that the most brilliant ideas human beings can imagine. And the things of God
that appear weakest are stronger than the
strongest and greatest human being who
ever lived.
26

Brothers and sisters, look at the kind
of person you were when God called you.
See how unimportant you were. You were
not the wisest of people. You were not
important enough for people to obey you.
You had no important ancestors. 27 Instead, God chose the things that made no
sense to unbelievers so that they would
stop praising themselves. God chose to
use things that were weak to put to shame
the things they believed were so strong.
28
God chose what the unbelievers think is
of no importance in order to show that the
things they consider to be important have

no value. 29 God did this so that no human
being could have any reason to praise himself and he should offer God all praise instead. 30 Because of what God has done,
you are now joined to Christ Jesus, who
has made clear to us how wise God is. He
has put us right with God, he has set us
apart for God, and he has rescued us and
brought us to safety. 31 So, as the scriptures say:
“The one who praises himself should
praise himself only in what the Lord has
done for him.”

Chapter 2
1

When I came to you, brothers and sisters,
I did not make beautiful speeches, nor did
I repeat to you the things that wise men
said. I told you the hidden truths about
God. 2 I decided not to talk to you about
anything other than Jesus Christ and his
3
death on the cross.
You know how
weak I was when I was with you. You
know that fear ﬁlled my heart, and that
you saw me trembling in terror. 4 But you
heard my message, and you know that
when I spoke to you I did not give carefully planned speeches. Instead, the Spirit
of God showed you that I was speaking the
truth because of the power of the miracles
he did through me. 5 I taught this way
so you might trust in God because of his
power, and not because of anything having to do with human wisdom.
6

Now it is to those who trust fully in Christ
that we speak. You now have wisdom,
and that wisdom has nothing to do with
the kings and governors in this life, all of
whom will soon pass away. 7 No, we proclaim wisdom that God has kept hidden
until now; that wisdom is the wise things
God decided to do before he created the
world, and he decided to do those things
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so that he and other beings would some- But we can know the very thoughts of
day honor us. 8 None of those who rule Christ.
this world knew about God’s wise plans.
If they had understood them, they never
would have nailed the Lord, the one who
is so very great, to the cross. 9 But in the
scriptures it says:
1
My brothers and sisters, when I was with
”The things that no one has seen,
you, you were not ready to hear the difthat no one has heard,
ﬁcult truths about God. I could speak to
you only as if you were little children who
and that no one could imagine—
are joined to Christ. 2 I taught you things
these are what God has prepared for that were easy to understand, as a mother
those who love him.”
feeds milk to her babies. You were not
ready for solid food. And even now, you
10
These are the very things that God has
are not ready. 3 I say this because you
shown us by the Spirit. For the Spirit sees
are still acting as unbelievers even though
everything and he knows everything. He
you are Christians. I know you are not
even knows the deepest and hidden seready because many of you are jealous
crets that only God knows about himself.
and quarreling with each other, and you
11
No one except the spirit of the person
are judging things just as if you were still
knows what he is thinking. So it is that
unbelievers. 4 Some of you say you are folno one knows the hidden things of God exlowing what I, Paul, have taught; others
cept the Spirit of God. 12 The Spirit that
say they are following what Apollos has
God gave us is not a spirit that comes from
taught. You are acting the way unbelievthis world. We received the Spirit who
ers act.
comes from God. This Spirit helps us understand all the gifts God freely gives to 5 Compared to the great work that God
us. 13 We teach these lessons that people has done in your lives, Apollos is not imschooled in the wisdom of this world can- portant. Neither is Paul important. We
not understand. These lessons are taught are both servants, and we serve the same
only by the Spirit of God. He helps us un- God in the ways that he has assigned to
14
derstand what these lessons mean.
us. 6 Even though I was the ﬁrst to plant
The one who does not know God cannot the seed of God’s word in you, it was Apolaccept these spiritual lessons. To him they los who made sure you grew in faith. But
sound like the lessons of fools. Even if he it was God alone who can give spiritual
wanted to accept them, he would be un- growth to you. 7 Let me say it again: The
able to, because only people who have the ones who plant the seeds and water them,
wisdom that comes from God can under- we do not matter in the least. God is the
stand these things. 15 The one who knows one who gives the growth. You are like a
God evaluates all matters, but God will not garden that he has planted. 8 The one
accept their evaluation of him. 16 As one of who plants and the one who waters are
our prophets wrote:
working in the same job, and each one individually will receive a wage as a reward.
”It is impossible for anyone to know all
The reward is the amount he is paid meathat is in the mind of the Lord.
sured by how hard each one worked. 9
We are working together with God and we
No one is able to teach God.”

Chapter 3
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both belong to God. But as for you, God is consider him a fool for doing so. When
growing you in his ﬁeld. It is as if he were he leaves those things alone, he will begin
constructing a building out of you.
to learn what is true wisdom. 19 What the
world considers to be great wisdom is re10
God generously gave me the skills so I
ally foolishness to God. For scripture says,
can do this task for him. I worked among
“God catches the wise in their own foolyou like an expert builder with great care.
But after me, someone else will build on ish plans.”
what I began. Everyone builds on what 20 And again scripture teaches,
others did before. But each one must be
“The Lord overhears all the planning
careful how they build. 11 For no other
of
the
wise, and he knows that in the end,
foundation can be laid other than the one
that has already been set in place. That they will lose everything.”
foundation is Jesus Christ. 12 We are like 21 So stop boasting about how good one
builders who choose what to put on top of Christian leader is or how good another
that foundation. Builders can chose to use Christian leader is. For God has given you
valuable materials like gold, silver, and all things. 22 God gave you Paul, and he
precious stones, or they can choose to use gave you Apollos, and Peter. And God
worthless materials like wood, hay, and gave you this world, and your life, and his
straw. 13 God will judge our work and put victory over death. And God gives you evon display what each of us has done for erything that exists and everything that
him. He will send ﬁre to test the work we will exist in the future—they are all yours;
have done. That ﬁre will prove the quality 23 and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.
of the work that we did for him. 14 If what
a person builds survives the ﬁre that tests
what he built, he will receive a reward for
his work, 15 But if the ﬁre burns up all his
work, he will lose all his reward, but God
can still save him, even though the ﬂames 1 A person should consider us as sercompletely devour everything he did.
vants of Christ, and as those to whom God
entrusted the hidden truths in the good
16
Surely you know that you are the
news. 2 We must faithfully do the work
dwelling place where God lives, that you
that God has given us to do because he
are his temple. Surely you know that the
3
If a human being,
trusts us to do it.
Spirit of God lives inside of you. 17 God
or even a court of law, judges my life, I
promises that he will destroy anyone who
think little about it. I do not consider it
attempts to destroy his temple. This is
worthwhile to judge myself. 4 I am not
because his temple belongs to him alone.
aware of anyone who accuses me of doing
And he protects you by the same promise
wrong. But that does not mean that I am
because you are now his temple and you
innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5
belong to him alone!
So then, you should not judge anything be18
Be on guard that you do not deceive fore it is time. The Lord will do that when
yourselves. If any of you thinks he has he returns. He is the one who can bring to
great wisdom that unbelievers will ad- light everything that is hidden even in tomire, he should be careful. He would be tal darkness, and he can make a right judgfar better off if he leaves alone all the ment because he knows what each person
things that unbelievers want, even if they truly thinks. When he comes, everyone

Chapter 4
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will receive whatever honor they deserve to them. And yet, they treat us like the
from the Lord.
garbage of the world and like the ﬁlth
that people want to throw into a garbage
6
Now, brothers and sisters, the rule we heap.
follow is “Do not go beyond what they 14
I am not trying to shame you, but I want
have written in the scriptures.” Apollos
to
correct you as a loving parent would
and I live by it. For your sakes we teach
15
If you had ten thouonly in this way so you can learn from correct a child.
us. It keeps you from being too proud sand teachers telling you about Christ,
about the people who are teaching it to you would still have only one spiritual
you, whether it is I or Apollos. 7 There is father. I became your father in Christ
no difference between you and any other when you believed16the good news that I
So I urge you to folbeliever. All of you have received every- preached to you.
17
That is why I sent
thing as a gift. None of you is better than low my example.
Timothy
to
you.
I
love
him, and he is my
any other. None of you should boast like
you are different from all the rest. We are faithful child. He will remind you of how
I live as I am joined to Christ. I teach the
all just the same.
same things everywhere we go and in ev8
But you act as if you have everything ery church we visit.
you want! You live as if you were rich! 18 Some of you have become proud. You
And you live as if you were reigning kings live as though I might not come back to
and queens—even without our help. Well, you soon. 19 But if the Lord wants me to
I wish you really had become kings and come, I will come to you soon. Then I will
queens, for then we could have ruled with learn not only how these arrogant people
you! 9 But in reality, it seems that God has talk, but I will ﬁnd out whether they have
put us apostles on display at the end of a God’s power in them. 20 God’s kingdom is
line of prisoners being paraded after a bat- not about what you say; it is about God’s
tle. We are like men who have been sen- power. 21 What would you want me to do?
tenced to death; we have been put on dis- Should I come to punish you with harsh
play for the whole world to see, both an- discipline, or should I come so you can see
gels and human beings. 10 Others think how much I love you by how gentle I am
of us apostles as fools because we live for to you?
Christ, and yet you see yourselves as wise
people. We appear weak, but you seem to
be the strong ones! You praise and honor
yourselves, but we apostles are the ones
whom other people hate. 11 Up to this
present time we apostles go around hun- 1 People have told us that there is somegry and thirsty. We have been so poor one in your church who is living in sexwe could not afford our own clothing. Of- ual immorality, a kind of immorality that
ﬁcials have brutally beaten us again and even the unbelievers do not allow. A man
again. We have no place to call our home. has a lover who is his father’s wife. 2 You
12
We work hard with our hands to make have been so arrogant! Rather you should
a living. When others curse us, we bless have wept over this sin, for this harms the
them in return. When others make us whole church. You must put this man out
suffer, we endure it. 13 When people tell of your church. 3 I am not with you physlies about us, we answer by being kind ically, but I am very concerned for you all,

Chapter 5
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and I am with you in my spirit. And I have
already judged the one who did this, just
as if I were with you. 4 When you gather
together for worship under the authority
of the Lord Jesus—and I am worshiping
with you in spirit— 5 you should turn this
man over to Satan out into the world, so
that his physical body might be destroyed,
so that God may save his spirit on the day
of the Lord’s return.
6

It is not good that you are praising yourselves. Surely you know that evil is like
yeast: A little yeast makes the whole loaf
rise. 7 Sin is like that yeast. You must clean
out the old yeast and throw it away so that
it cannot infect the whole batch of dough.
You are like an unleavened batch of dough.
As in the Passover Festival, the yeast must
be kept away from the bread. For Christ
is our Passover lamb: He became the sacriﬁce for us. 8 So let us celebrate the
Passover Festival, and let us follow all the
rules of puriﬁcation. We must throw out
the old yeast, which stands for disobedience and wickedness, and we must celebrate the festival by obeying God and
speaking truth to each other. If we do that,
we will be like the bread that has no yeast.
9

I wrote to you, that you must not
keep company with sexually immoral people. 10 Of course, I did not mean that
you should not associate with unbelievers
who are immoral, or who selﬁshly desire
many things, or who trick and cheat to
take from others, or who worship idols.
You would have to leave this world to
11
Instead, I
avoid all people like that.
mean that you are not to be close friends
with a fellow believer who is living in sexual immorality. We must include other
sins, such as greed, or idolatry, or one who
is abusive in the way he talks to others,
or a drunkard, or a swindler. You must
not even eat with these people who claim
to trust in Christ, yet they do these terri-

ble things. 12 For I have no obligation to
judge those who are outside the church of
Christ. Your duty is to judge those who are
in it. 13 God is the one who will judge those
who are outside the church. The scriptures command us,
“You must take away the evil person
who is among you!”

Chapter 6
1

When you have a dispute with another
believer, you should not have the audacity to take that matter before a civil judge
who is not a believer. Take the matter to
fellow believers, whom God has set apart
for himself. 2 You should know that we
who belong to God will judge the world.
If you will judge the world one day, you
should be able to settle matters that are
less important. 3 You should know that
you will judge angels! Certainly you are
able to judge matters in this life. 4 And if
you can settle matters that are important
in this life, you should not ﬁnd it necessary to hand off disputes between Christians to be settled by unbelievers. 5 I say
this to show how you have disgraced yourselves. There certainly must be someone
in the church who is sensible enough to
settle these disputes when these sort of
cases come up between Christian brothers and sisters. 6 But instead, some believers among you accuse other believers in a
civil court and you allow a judge who is an
unbeliever to settle the matter!
7

When you have any disputes between
one another it means that you have not
done what you should have done. Allow
a brother or sister to take advantage of
you rather than you take them to court.
8
Instead, you have wronged and cheated
others, and the ones you cheated are your
own brothers and sisters.
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9

Surely you understand that the wicked
will not come under God’s rule. Do not believe them when they tell you otherwise.
The truth is that the sexually immoral,
those who worship anything or anyone
other than God, those who break their
marriage vows, those who engage in perverse acts of so-called worship involving
sex, and those who engage in the practice of homosexuality, 10 those who steal,
the ones who are greedy for more, those
who get drunk, those who tell lies about
others, and those who trick and cheat to
steal from others—these will never come
under Gods’ rule. 11 Some of you used to
do these things. But God has made you
clean from your sins, he has set you apart
for himself, and he has made you right
with himself. He has done all this through
the power of the Lord Jesus Christ and the
Spirit of our God.
12

Some say this: “I am free to do anything
I want, because I am joined to Christ.” Yes,
but because something is permitted does
not mean it is good for me. “I am free
to do anything I want”—but I will not allow anything to become my master. 13
People also say, “Food is made for a person’s body to digest, and a person’s body
is made to digest food”—but God will soon
do away with both food and the body’s
normal functions. Of course, they are really talking about sleeping with people.
However, God did not make our bodies
so we could be sexually immoral. But the
body is to serve the Lord, and the Lord will
provide for the body. 14 God raised the
Lord from the dead, and he will also raise
us up by his power to live again.

is like the scriptures say about marriage:
“The two will become one.” 17 And those
who are joined to the Lord becomes one
spirit with him.
18

So when you want to commit a sexual
sin, run away from it as quickly as you
can! People say, “Every sin that a person
commits is committed outside the body”—
except that when one sins sexually, he
sins against his own body. 19 You should
know that your body is a dwelling place, a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you. God
gave you his Spirit and now you no longer
belong to yourself. Instead, you belong to
God. 20 God purchased you with the price
of his Son’s life. Therefore honor God in
all you do in your human body.

Chapter 7
1

You wrote to me some questions about
how married believers should live. Here
is my answer. There may be times in
which it is good to abstain from sleeping together in marriage. 2 But people
are tempted very often to be sexually immoral. So each husband should have his
own wife, and each wife should have her
own husband. 3 And each married believer should have the right to sleep with
with his or her spouse. 4 For the husband gives control of his body to his wife.
And the wife gives control of her body to
5
So do not deprive one
her husband.
another of sleeping together, unless you
both agree to abstain from it for a short period of time, so that you may pray. But after that time is over, come together again.
Do not allow Satan to tempt you because
15
You should know that your bodies are
you cannot control yourself.
joined to Christ. Should you take away
that which is a part of Christ and join it 6 I am not commanding you to get married,
together with a prostitute? Never! 16 You but I will compromise because I know that
understand that anyone who sleeps with many of you are married or will wish to
a prostitute becomes united with her. It marry. 7 My example is before you: I am
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single, and sometimes I wish that each of
you were single in order to serve God. But
God gives many different gifts to his children; he makes some able to be married,
and others to remain single.
8

To those of you who have never married
and those whose husbands have died, I
say that it would be good if you continue
to be single, like me. 9 But if it is hard
for you to control yourself, you should get
married. It is better for you to marry than
to suffer from strong sexual desires.
10

The Lord gives his own commands to
you who are married: “The wife should
not separate from her husband.” 11 (But
if she separates from her husband, she
should not marry again, or else she should
make peace with her husband.) And, “the
husband should not divorce his wife.”
12

And I have this to say—and this is my
advice, not the Lord’s command—to you
who have a wife who is not a believer: If
she is content to stay with you, do not divorce her. 13 And if you are a woman with
a husband who does not believe, and if
he is content to stay with you, do not divorce him. 14 The unbelieving husband is
set apart in a special way because the wife
trusts in God. It is the same for an unbelieving woman with a husband who trusts
in God. It is the same for your children:
They are set apart in a special way to God,
because one parent believes in Christ.
15

However, if the unbelieving spouse
wants to leave you, you should let that
person go. In this situation, the vow you
took when you married is no longer binding on you. God has called us to peace.
16
You do not know how God may work
through the life you live before your unbelieving spouse. And you do not know
whether your life may become a means
by which God might save your husband or
your wife.

17

We must live the life the Lord has assigned us to live, and to obey the call God
gave us. This is the principle in all the
churches. 18 If you were circumcised before you became a Christian, you should
not try to remove the marks of that circumcision. If you were not circumcised
when God saved you, you should not let
anyone circumcise you. 19 Circumcision
or uncircumcision—these are not important to us. But what is important is that
we obey what God commands us to do. 20
So continue to live and work as you did
when God called you to trust in Christ. 21 If
you were a slave when God saved you, do
not worry about it. Of course, if you have
the chance to gain your freedom, take advantage of the opportunity. 22 This is because anyone who the Lord calls a slave is
a free person because of the Lord. In the
same way, you become God’s slave when
he calls you, even if you were never a
slave to anyone. 23 God bought you with
the price of his Son; your freedom is precious. So do not become slaves of humans.
24
Brothers and sisters in Christ, whatever
you were when God called you, whether
you were slave or free, remain in that
same position.
25

Regarding the question about those who
have never married, I will give my views,
but I have no speciﬁc commandment from
the Lord on this question. But you can
have conﬁdence in my reply because God
has been kind to me and enabled me to
be someone whom people can trust. 26
Therefore, because of the diﬃcult times
that seem to be coming upon us all, I think
it is good for you to remain as you were
when God called you. 27 To you who are
married, I say this: Do not seek to be freed
from your vow. As for you who are not
married, do not try to ﬁnd a wife. 28 But
to the men who are single, I say, if you
marry, you have committed no sin. I give
the same advice to the single women: If
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you get married, you have committed no
sin. However, if you marry, you will have
many worldly troubles, and I would spare
you those kind of troubles.
29

This is what I mean about the time in
which we are living, brothers and sisters:
We have a short amount of time left. From
now on those who are married will have
to live as though they were not married,
because of all the trouble that is coming.
30
Those who are ﬁlled with grief should
not cry. Those who are rejoicing over
some wonderful event should have no joy
on their faces. Those who have spent
money to buy something should take no
delight in it; they should live as if they
owned nothing. 31 And those who deal
with the things of the world should not
involve themselves completely with them.
For this world system is about to crumble
into nothing.
32

I want you to be free from things to
worry about. As you see, the unmarried
man is concerned about the matters that
are important to the Lord. He wants to
serve the Lord and do what he wants. 33
But the man who is married must also
concern himself for the ordinary matters
of the world as well as serving and pleasing his wife. 34 So married men can only
do some of the things they need to do.
It is the same with widows and young
ladies who have not married: As believing
women, they are concerned to spend their
time serving the Lord with their entire
selves, with their physical abilities and
with their spirit. But married women are
concerned about the day-to-day matters
of the world—such as how to please their
husbands. 35 I tell you this to help you. I
am not trying to control you. If you follow
my advice, you will ﬁnd it easier to serve
the Lord without worrying about things
that married people worry about.
36

woman, but if he ﬁnds he is not treating
her with respect because she is becoming
too old to marry, he should get married.
This is not a sin. 37 But if he has decided
that he does not desire to marry at the
present time, and if he is in control of the
situation, he makes a good decision not to
marry. 38 So the one who marries his ﬁancée does a good thing and does not sin;
and the one who chooses not to marry also
chooses something even better.
39

A woman must remain with her husband as long as he lives; if her husband
dies, she is free to marry whomever she
wishes, but she must marry only someone
who has faith in the Lord. 40 However, it is
my judgment that a widow will be happier
if she does not marry again. And I think
that I, too, have the Spirit of God.

Chapter 8
1

Now, about the question you asked regarding eating food that was offered to
idols: We know that people say, “We all
have knowledge.” But if you think you
know a lot, you can become very proud
of yourself. If, however, when you love
others, you help them grow strong in their
faith. 2 The truth is that if someone assumes he knows something, he has not yet
learned the humbleness he needs to know.
3
When you love God, God knows you.
4

Now about eating food sacriﬁced to idols:
Let us begin with this principle: Just as
some say, “Idols in this world do not actually exist,” and, as Moses taught, “There is
only one God.” So idols are not real gods;
they are not living gods at all. 5 But I know
that some people say that many gods and
lords exist in the heavens or on the earth—
after all, there are many supernatural beings who have real power. 6 Yet even so,
If a man has promised to marry a we say,
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Chapter 9

”There is one God, the Father,
from him come all things, and for him
we live.

1

To people who criticize how I work, I reply like this: I am an apostle. I have seen
Jesus
our Lord. I am free. You are the reAnd there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ;
sult of the work I did—you are my work2
Even if some others do not
he made everything there is, and he is manship.
think I am a true apostle, I am a true aposthe one who gives us life.”
tle to you. By the Lord’s stamp of approval,
7
But not everyone knows this. Some you are the proof that I am a true apostle.
worshiped an idol in earlier times, and, 3 I answer those who say that I am not
now, if they eat food sacriﬁced to an idol, a true apostle by not using money that
they worry that they are still worshiping you believers give me for payment for my
a god. They are torn between two opin- service. 4 Of course we have the right to
ions, and they are weak in their faith in live on such money. 5 We certainly have
Christ, so they feel they are honoring an the right to travel with a believing wife,
idol when they eat food that has been of- like the other apostles do—like the Lord’s
8
fered to it.
We know that the food brother and Cephas. 6 No one made a rule
we eat does not make us better or worse that only Barnabas and I must work to
before God. 9 But what is important is support ourselves. 7 No soldiers serves
your brothers and sisters in Christ. You in the army at his own expense. No one
are free to eat that food, but you should plants a vineyard without being able to
not cause people to fall down in their faith eat the grapes or drink the wine. No one
because you have the freedom to eat it. shepherds a ﬂock and without drinking
10
You know that idols were never alive, some of the milk that comes from the aninor were they gods at all. But if broth- mals.
ers and sisters who do not know the differ- 8
sense. But the law says
ence between right and wrong see you eat- This is common
9
For the law of Moses says,
ing in an idol’s temple, they would think this as well.
you were encouraging them to turn back “When an ox is treading out the grain, do
to their idolatry. 11 As a result, if your not stop it from eating some of it.” There is
weaker brother or sister sees you eat meat more10that God is concerned about in this
This law is about us. Moses is sayoffered to idols because you have freedom law.
in your mind to eat that food but they did ing that those who work in any job should
not have the same freedom—you by act- beneﬁt from the fruit of that work, just
the grain on which he
ing as a free person could destroy your like the ox eating
11
If we have sown the seed
fellow believer for whom Christ died. 12 is treading.
of
the
good
news
to you, is it too much for
So, you sin against your weaker brothers
money from you in our supand sisters when you encourage them to us to receive
12
Others received this kind of help
do something that their sense of right and port?
from
you,
and we have certainly proven
wrong tells them not to do. This is sinning
against Christ. 13 Therefore, if my brother that we deserve it even more than they do.
or sister are unable to serve God well be- However, we have not accepted anything
cause they have seen me eat something, I from you, even though we were entitled
will never eat meat again! I do not want to it. Instead, we endure all kinds of hardships so that we do not make it more difto do anything that causes them to fall.
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ﬁcult for people to believe in the good
news about Christ. 13 Certainly you know
that those who helped carry out the sacriﬁces offered to God in the temple received some of those offerings for their
own needs. They received some of the
food offered to God. 14 In the same way,
the Lord has commanded that those who
proclaim the good news are to receive
their living wages from the good news.
They receive part of what is given to God
for their needs.

with those who are non-Jews, those who
live apart from the law of Moses, I became
like them (though I myself am not outside
God’s law, and I am obedient to the law
of Christ), so that I can persuade those
apart from the law to trust in Christ. 22 To
those who are weak about rules and laws,
I lived as they did, so I could persuade
them to trust in Christ. I have lived under
rules and with many life-styles and with
all kinds of people so that in any way God
chooses to work, God will rescue some of
them. 23 I do all this so I may proclaim the
15
But I have not demanded any of these good news about Christ, so that I will also
things for myself. And that is not why I experience the good things the good news
am writing this to you now. I boast that I brings to us.
never demand these things from you, and 24
You know when people run in a race,
I would have to stop boasting of you were
to pay me, so I would rather die than have they all run, but only one of them wins the
you pay me. 16 If I proclaim the good news, prize. 25So you also should run to win the
I am not doing anything for which I should prize. Every athlete is careful in how he
boast. I feel obliged to preach the good trains. They are running so one of them
news. I would grieve with many tears if may get a crown of victory that is put on
I could not do what God called me to do. their heads; but it is made of olive leaves,
17
When I preach the good news because I and it quickly perishes and fades away.
want to, I have a great reward. But even if But we are running so we might26receive
ThereI only preached because someone forced a crown that will last forever.
me to preach, I would still have to preach, fore, in everything I do, I do it for a purbecause God trusted me to do this work pose. I do not waste my effort or exhaust
air like a boxer who
for him. 18 So what is the reward that God myself by striking the
27
has
no
opponent.
I
discipline my body
gives me? It is that when I preach the good
news, I offer it without anyone paying me and I make it obey my commands. I do not
for it. Instead, I offer it for free so that I want to preach the good news to others
can do it without receiving the payment and then lose my reward because I failed
to fulﬁll what he commanded me to do.
the Lord would allow me to take.
19

I am not obligated to anyone, but I am
a servant to everyone, so that I might persuade more and more people to trust in
Christ. 20 When working with Jewish people, I become like a Jew, so that I may win
them to Christ. To those who were living
under the law I lived as they lived, in order that those living under the law may
trust in Christ as I trust in him. I lived as
they lived, even though I am not living my
life by the law’s demands. 21 When I am

Chapter 10
1

I want you to remember, brothers and
sisters, that our Jewish ancestors were following God, who led them out of Egypt
by means of a cloud during the day, and
that they passed through the Sea of Reeds
on dry land. 2 And as we have been baptized into Christ, so the Israelites were to

1609

1 CORINTHIANS
follow Moses as he followed God in the
cloud and across the sea. 3 They all ate the
supernatural manna that God gave them
from heaven, 4 and they all drank the
supernatural water that God gave them
when Moses struck the rock. The rock was
Christ. 5 But God was angry with most of
them because they worshiped other gods
and rebelled against him, so their dead
bodies lay on the ground all across the
wilderness.
6

Now these things were an example for
us, so we would learn not to greatly desire evil things, as they did. 7 Some of
our ancestors also worshiped idols. As
the scripture says, “The people sat down
to eat and drink and then they rose up to
dance wildly in a sexual way.” 8 Twentythree thousand of our Jewish ancestors
died in one day because of their sexual immorality. 9 Let us not test the authority
of Christ by disobeying him, as some of
our ancestors did, and poisonous snakes
killed them. 10 Do not grumble about what
God provides, as some our ancestors did,
and an angel destroyed them.
11

Now these things happened to our ancestors; they were written so we could
learn from them—we, who are living very
close to when the world will end. 12 And
so the lesson is this: If you think you are
strong and are standing strong, be very
careful, because this is just when you may
fall. 13 Every temptation you have fought
against is shared by us all, but God has
given us his promise and he will not permit the temptation to be greater than your
ability to ﬁght against the sin. When the
temptation comes, God will provide a way
for you to get free of it, so you may endure
the temptation to sin.
14

Therefore, my loved ones, run away as
fast as you can from idol worship. 15 I
speak to you as people who consider carefully how you live; think about what I am

saying here. 16 When we drink the cup of
wine that we bless, we share in the blood
of Christ. When we break the bread, we
share in the body of Christ. 17 There is only
one loaf of bread, and we, although we are
many, all make up just one body together,
and we all take and eat from the one loaf
of bread together.
18

Think about the people of Israel. Those
who eat the sacriﬁces at the altar share in
the altar. 19 So I am saying that an idol
is not something real and to eat food sacriﬁced to an idol is not signiﬁcant. But
even so, there are important issues here.
20
What I mean is this: When non-Jews
make their sacriﬁces, they are really making them to demons, and not to God at all.
And I do not wish that you share anything
with demons. 21 You must not drink from
the Lord’s cup and then later drink the
cup of demons. You must not share in the
Lord’s supper and then later eat a meal
with demons. 22 To do so would provoke
the Lord to become jealous about split loyalty. You are not stronger than he is!
23

Some say, “Everything is lawful,” but
not everything is for our good or for the
good of other people. Yes, “everything is
lawful,” but not everything helps people
to grow strong in their life with God. 24 Do
not work for your good only, but also for
the good of other people. All of us must act
toward everyone in such a way as to help
them all. 25 Here is our rule: You may
buy and eat whatever meat you want in
the market without having to ask whether
it was sacriﬁced to idols or not. 26 As the
psalmist says, “The earth is the Lord’s and
everything in it.” 27 If a non-Jewish unbeliever invites you to a meal, and you
desire to go, eat whatever he serves you.
God does not require you to ask him about
28
where he purchased the food.
But
if someone says to you, “We bought this
food at the idol temple and it was sacri-
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ﬁced to the gods,” then do not eat the food,
for the good of the person who served it,
and so as not to cause conﬂict in the sense
of right and wrong. 29 This is being careful about how that other person thinks
about right and wrong, not how you think
about it. My personal choices are not to
be changed by what another person believes is right or wrong. 30 If I enjoy the
meal with thanksgiving, I should not permit someone else to condemn me.
31

The rule here is that whether you eat a
meal or drink something offered to you, or
whatever you do, do everything in a way
so that you give praise to God. 32 Do not
be offensive to Jews or to Greeks, nor even
to those in the church of God, about matters such as these. 33 I make it my duty to
please everyone I can, in every way that
is possible. I do this by not seeking my
own good. Instead, I try to build up other
people by helping them, so that God might
save them.

Chapter 11
1

Follow my example, just like I follow the
example of Christ.
2

I praise you because you remember me
in all you do, and you hold tight to all the
important teachings that I have passed
down to you and you have kept them just
as I taught them to you. 3 I want you to
understand that Christ has authority over
every man, and that a man has authority
over a woman, and that God has authority over Christ. 4 So if any man covers his
head when he prays or when he proclaims
a message from God, he brings disgrace on
himself. 5 But if a woman prays or proclaims a message God gave her with her
head uncovered, she brings disgrace on
herself. For it is exactly the same as if she
had shaved her head. 6 If a woman refuses

to cover her head, then she should cut her
hair short, like a man’s. But you know that
it is disgraceful for a woman to have her
hair cut short or to have her head shaved.
So, instead, she should cover her head. 7
A man should not cover his head because
God made him like himself, and the man
reﬂects some of what God himself is like.
But women reﬂect some of what men are
like. 8 For God did not make the man
Adam from the woman Eve; instead, he
made the woman Eve from the man Adam.
9
It was not the man whom God created to
help the woman, but the woman to help
the man. 10 This is why women should
cover their heads, as a sign of the authority, and because of the angels.
11

So as we live joined to the Lord, women
need men to help them, and men need
women to help them. 12 This is because the
woman was made from the man, and the
man is born from the woman. They are
dependent on one another. But all things
come from God. 13 Judge this for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to
God without a cover on her head? 14 Nature itself teaches us that it is a disgrace
for a man to have long hair, 15 but nature
also teaches that long hair for a woman
is a display of her beauty. Her hair is
given to her by God to cover her beauty.
16
But if anyone in the church wishes to
argue about this matter, we do not have
any other custom than this, nor do any of
the churches do anything different.
17

In these instructions, I cannot praise
you for what you are doing about the
Lord’s supper. When you come together
to eat, instead of encouraging and helping one another, you make the fellowship in the church much worse. 18 The
ﬁrst matter of concern is that when you
come together, you come with different
groups and factions. This is what people
have told me, and I believe that some of
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what they say is true. 19 It appears that
you need to have different groups among
yourselves so that you can test and approve the ones that have places of honor,
and others that do not. 20 When you come
together you are not eating the Lord’s Supper. 21 When you eat, one person brings
an entire meal and eats it as soon as he
arrives; he does not wait for anyone else.
Another person goes hungry while other
people drink so much wine that they get
drunk. 22 You act as though you did not
have houses to eat and drink in! You
treat the church with dishonor, and you
despise the purpose for which you gather.
You humiliate those who are poor. I can
say nothing good about this. This is a disgrace.
23

For I have passed on to you what I received from the Lord, that on the night
when the Lord Jesus was handed over to
his enemies, he took bread, 24 and after
he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
“This is my body, which is for you, do
25
After the
this and remember me.”
same manner, he took the cup, after they
had eaten, and said, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this as often as
you drink it, remember me.” 26 For every
time you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the death of the Lord until
he comes again.

the Lord’s body, eats and drinks the judgment of God on himself. 30 Many among
you are physically ill, and several have
even died because of the way you have
treated the Lord’s body. 31 If we examine ourselves before we take the communion, God will not judge us. 32 But when
the Lord judges and punishes us, he disciplines us to correct us, so that he will not
condemn us along with the world that has
rebelled against God.
33

My fellow believers, when you come together for the Lord’s Supper, wait for one
another. 34 If one of you is hungry, eat at
home—so that when you come together as
the church, it will not be an occasion for
God to discipline you.
And when I come to you, I will give you
instructions concerning the other matters
you wrote me about.

Chapter 12
1

And now let me teach you about spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters. I want
you to know how to use them. 2 You may
recall how, when you worshiped idols—
idols that could not even speak a word—
they led you astray. 3 The Spirit of God
helps you declare, “Jesus Christ is Lord.”
No one who is ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit
27
All who come to this celebration of the would ever say, “Jesus is accursed!”
Lord’s Supper should come to give honor 4
The Spirit gives many different gifts to
to God in the way it is shared. Those who
the people of Christ, but he is the same
eat the bread and drink the cup must do
Spirit. 5 There are also many different
so in a manner that honors the Lord. Anyways to serve God, but there is only one
one who dishonors the bread and the cup
Lord. 6 There are also many ways for peowill be guilty of the body and blood of the
ple to work in God’s kingdom, but it is God
Lord. 28 Therefore we should all examwho gives the power to his people to work
ine ourselves before we take the commufor him.
nion. We should only eat the bread and
drink the cup after we have examined our- 7 God makes it possible for each believer
selves. 29 Anyone who eats and drinks to show that he has some of the Spirit’s
this Supper and does not consider what is power; God does this in order to help all
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believers together to trust him and honor
him more. 8 For the Spirit makes one person able to speak a message with great
wisdom from God, and he makes another
person able to pass on to others some
knowledge from God. 9 To another believer the Spirit gives the gift of trusting
God for wonderful things. To still another
person he gives the ability to pray to God
for him to heal people. 10 The Spirit makes
some believers able to do powerful deeds
so that people will praise God. As for certain other believers, he makes them able
to speak messages from God. The Spirit
makes still other believers able to tell spirits who honor God from spirits who do
not. To still others, the Spirit gives various kinds of languages in which to speak
messages from God, and he makes others able to interpret those messages into
our language. 11 Again and again we see
the many different gifts, but it is the same
Spirit who gives these gifts to individuals,
as he chooses.
12

As the human body is a union of many
parts, and every part of the body makes
the whole, so it is with Christ. 13 For it is
by the Spirit of Christ that, when we were
baptized, we were each joined together
into the body of Christ. It made no difference what our background was, either
Jew or Greek, slave or free, but each of us
received the gift of the Holy Spirit.
14

Remember, the body is not just one part,
but many parts work together to make up
the entire body. 15 If your foot spoke to
you and said, “I am not the hand, therefore, I am not part of your body,” it would
not be less a part of your body because it
was not like your hand. 16 And if your ear
said to you, “I am not an eye. For that reason, I have no place in the body,” it would
not be less a part of your body because
it was not an eye. 17 If your whole body
were an eye, there would be nothing with

which to hear. If your whole body were an
ear, there would be nothing with which to
smell. 18 But God ﬁtted each part of the
body together, and it works just as he designed it. Every part is needed. 19 If each
of us were exactly like all the other parts,
we would not have a body at all. 20 We
are all many members, but only one body.
21
In your body, the eye cannot say to the
hand, “I do not need you”; it surely does
need the hand. Nor would the head say
to the feet, “I do not need you.” 22 Even
the parts that are weak are all still essential to the body as a whole. 23 The parts
that we would be ashamed for others to
see, we take more care to cover them. In
this way we show more respect for them.
24
but God has joined the distinguished
parts with the less important ones. And
God gives honor to those less presentable
parts, because they are part of the body.
25
God honors the entire body in this way
so there is no division in the church, and
that members of the body of Christ might
care for every member of the body with
the same affection, no matter what their
purpose or role, gifting or abilities. 26 Because we are one body, when one member
suffers, we all suffer. When one member
is given honor for something they accomplished for Christ, the entire body rejoices
together.
27

Now you are the body of Christ, and
individually, you are all members of it.
28
God has also given people as gifts to
the church. He gave to the church ﬁrst
apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then those who do powerful deeds, those
who perform healing, those who provide
helps, those who do work of administration, and those who have various kinds of
languages that the Spirit has given them.
29
Not all of us are apostles. Not all are
prophets. Not all are teachers. Not all do
powerful deeds. 30 Not all of us can heal
the sick. Not all of us can speak in special
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languages. Not all of us can interpret messages into other languages. 31 But I want
you to eagerly seek after the greater gifts.
And now, I will show you a more excellent
way.

Chapter 13
1

If I could speak so that I could amaze and
persuade people to do what I wanted, or
if I could speak the language of angels—
but if I did not love people, all my talking would be worth less than a noisy gong
or a cymbal that only clangs. 2 If I could
proclaim messages for God, and if I could
explain secret truths about God, and if I
trusted in God so much that I could move
a mountain—but if I did not love people, I
would be worth nothing. 3 If I gave away
all I own to feed the poor, or if I sacriﬁced
myself to be burned to rescue someone
else—but if I did not love people, I would
gain nothing.
4

If you truly love others, you will endure hardships with joy. If you truly love,
you will be kind to others. If you truly
love, you will not resent that other people possess things you do not have. If you
truly love, you will not boast about yourself or be proud. 5 If you truly love others, you will not abuse them. You will
not live to please yourself. No one will
be able to make you angry quickly. You
will not keep track of the wrong things
people have done. 6 If you truly love others, you will not be happy if anyone does
wicked things; instead, you will be happy
when people are faithful to God. 7 If you
truly love others, you will endure everything that happens. You will trust that God
will do the best things for people. You will
trust in God regardless of what happens.
You will obey God regardless of what hardships you are facing.

8

If you truly love, you will not stop loving. Those who are able to speak God’s
messages, speak in strange languages, or
know hidden truths, do these things only
for a while. One day they will stop doing
these things. 9 Now, in this life, we know
only a small part of all there is to know.
Those who proclaim God’s messages do so
only partially. 10 But when things are complete, everything that is partial or incom11
plete will end.
When I was a small
child, I talked as a child talks, I thought as
a child thinks, and I made decisions as a
child makes decision. But when I became
an adult, I stopped acting like a child, and
I started acting like an adult. 12 What we
understand about Christ now, we understand very imperfectly, not well at all. But
when Christ returns, we will see him face
to face. Now we know only part of what
is true. But then we will know him fully,
just as he knows us fully. 13 It is important that we trust in Christ now. It is important that we are certain that he will
do for us everything that he has promised.
And it is important that we love him and
each other. But the greatest of these three
things is love.

Chapter 14
1

Strive for how to love others and for gifts
that strengthen your fellow believers. Especially strive to be able to proclaim his
messages that he gives you to say. 2 When
a person speaks in a language given by
the Spirit, he is not speaking to people, because no one can understand him, but he
is speaking to God. He is saying things
to him as the Spirit leads him. 3 On the
other hand, the prophet who proclaims
the messages from God speaks directly to
people. He does this in order to help them
by making them stronger, to help them be
unshakable, and to give them comfort so
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they can be happy even in hardship. 4 A
person who speaks in a language given
by the Spirit builds himself up and gives
himself help, but a person who proclaims
the messages of God builds up everyone
and helps everyone in the church to be
stronger in their faith.
5

Now I wish that all of you spoke in such
languages, but it would be far better for
the entire church if more and more of
you had the gift of speaking God’s messages. Anyone who speaks messages from
God is helping to strengthen his fellow
believers. For this reason, he is doing
work that is more important than those
who proclaim messages in various other
languages—unless someone is able to interpret those messages.
6

If I come to you and am only speaking
in languages given by the Spirit, how can
that help you? That cannot help you unless I speak to you and help you know matters that were hidden from you, or unless
I help you understand facts you did not
know, or unless I proclaim to you some
message you did not hear before, or unless I teach you some rule that you had
7
If someone is
never learned before.
playing the ﬂute or harp (they are not living things), and if the notes on the ﬂute
or harp sounded no different from each
other, no one would be able to tell which
tune I was playing. 8 And if a soldier blew
the trumpet poorly, the army would not
know whether to get ready for battle. 9
This is what it is like when you say words
that no one can understand: No one will
know what you have said. 10 There are
certainly many languages in the world,
and all of them give meaning to those who
understand them. 11 But if I do not understand someone’s language, I will be like a
foreigner to him, and he will be like one
to me. 12 So because you want very much
for the Spirit to work in you, try to help

the believers in the church to trust Christ
and obey him.
13

For that reason, pray that God will enable you to interpret what you say in a language that God has given you. 14 If anyone prays in such a language, his spirit certainly prays, but his mind does not. 15
Therefore, we should pray with our spirit,
but also pray with our mind. And it is the
same if we sing praise to God. 16 If you
insist on praising God only in your spirit,
the outsider will never understand what
you are saying, and will never be able to
agree with the message. 17 For if you give
thanks in your spirit, that is well and good
for you, but you are not helping the other
believers. 18 I thank God that I speak in
tongues more than any of you do. 19 But
to the church I would rather speak ﬁve
words with my mind, words with which
I can teach others, than say ten thousand
words in a strange language.
20

Brothers and sisters, you should think
like adults. But when you think about evil
things, you should think like small children. Your thinking should be sensible. 21
In the law it is written that God says,
”I will speak to my people Israel
by foreigners, men who speak in strange
languages;
but my people will still not understand
me.”
22

So if a believer speaks in a language
that God has given him, this impresses the
unbelievers who might be listening. But
if a believer speaks a message from God,
this impresses the other believers. 23 You
can see how confusing it would be if all
the believers met together and spoke in
different languages. Any unbeliever who
heard them would call them all crazy. 24
But if you were all taking turns speaking
true messages from God, any unbeliever
would realize that he was guilty of sinning
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against God. 25 This unbeliever would become aware of what was deep in his conciousness. He would fall down with his
face to the ground in wonder and fright,
and he would praise God and say that God
is truly with you.
26

Brothers and sisters, it should be this
way when you worship God together.
Each of you should come with a psalm
to sing, or something to teach from the
scriptures, or something that God has told
you, or with a message in a language that
God has given, or with an interpretation
of such a message. Everything you do together should encourage each other, for
you are Christ’s church. 27 If there are
any who wish to speak a message in a
language from the Spirit, there should be
no more than two or three such persons.
They should speak one at a time, and
someone should interpret the messages.
28
However, if there is no one able to interpret those messages, then those who
speak in languages from the Spirit should
keep silent and speak only to God.

34

Women should keep silent in church
for they are not permitted to speak. They
must not interrupt the one who is speaking God’s message, but they should always
obey their husbands, as also the law says.
35
When women want to learn, instead
of interrupting the worship, they should
speak with their husbands at home. It dishonors her husband for a woman to interrupt the service. 36 Were you the people
by whom God gave us his word? Or are
you the only ones to whom it came? 37
Those of you who think you are prophets
or spiritual should agree that the things I
write are what the Lord has commanded
and follow what I have written. 38 But as
for those who do not acknowledge what
I have written, you should not acknowledge them in your assembly.
39

So, brothers and sisters, with earnest desire speak God’s messages to the church;
and do not forbid anyone from speaking
in languages that God gives. 40 All that you
do in the worship of the church, do it in a
pleasant and orderly way.

29

If there are any who want to speak a
message from God, there should be only
two or three such persons; and everyone
else should judge those messages according to what the scriptures say. 30 But if
God allows someone seated in the assembly to understand a message, then the one
speaking the message should stop speaking. In this way, all the believers can listen to the meaning of the message. 31 For
each of those who proclaim the messages
of God should do so. But they must do so
one by one, in order, so that all the believers can learn and receive courage to love
God better. 32 For those who truly speak
God’s messages control the spirit in which
they do so. 33 For God does not create confusion; instead, he makes peace.

Chapter 15
1

And now I wish to remind you, brothers and sisters, about the good news I proclaimed to you. You believed this message
and now you live according to it. 2 This
good news saved you, as long as you hold
ﬁrmly to it—unless you did not truly believe it.
3

For I have passed on to you what others ﬁrst told me, that Christ died for our
sins, as the scripture foretold he would; 4
also that they buried him, and that God
raised him to life on the third day, all just
the way the scriptures said it would happen. 5 Then Christ appeared to Cephas
This next question is answered the same (known as Peter), and then he appeared
way in all the churches of God’s people. to the rest of the apostles. 6 He later ap-
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peared to more than ﬁve hundred brothers and sisters in the Lord when they were
all together. Some of them have since
died, but most are still alive and can verify this. 7 Then he appeared to James, and
then again to all the apostles. 8 Last of
all he appeared to me, although I am very
unlike the other apostles. 9 For I am the
least of the apostles. I made the church
of Christ suffer greatly, so I do not deserve to be an apostle. 10 But God has
been very kind to me, so I am an apostle, and he has done much good through
me. Really, I have worked harder than
all the other apostles. Still, it was not really I who worked, but God, who gave me
the strength. 11 So whether it is the other
apostles or I who preached to you, we proclaimed the good news about Christ, and
you believed us.
12

Now some of you are saying that those
who are now dead will not rise anymore.
This cannot be true, because we have announced to you that Christ rose from the
dead. 13 If no one rises from the dead, then
God certainly has not raised Christ. 14 And
if he has not raised Christ from the dead,
then what we preach makes no sense at
all, and what you believe about Christ can
do nothing for you in your life or in your
death. 15 In addition, people will see that
we have told lies about God, if the dead
really do not rise again. 16 Again I say, if
no one rises from the dead, then God has
not even raised Christ. 17 And if he has
not raised Christ, then what you believe
is useless, and God still condemns you because you have sinned. 18 If that is the
case, then all those who have died trusting in Christ have also died with no hope
of resurrection. 19 If in this life only we
have hope in Christ, and we expect him to
do nothing for us after we die, then of all
people we most deserve the pity of others,
for we have believed in a lie.

20

But in fact, God has raised Christ from
the dead, and he is only the ﬁrst of the
many people that he will raise. 21 For everyone in the world dies because of what
one man, Adam, did. However, those
who have died will live again—also because of what one person has done; that
is, the man Christ Jesus. 22 Because, just
as all die because Adam sinned, in the
same way, all will live again because of
what Christ has done. 23 But they will rise
from the dead in a certain order: Christ
is the ﬁrst to have risen from the dead;
then those who are joined to Christ will
live again when he returns to earth. 24
Then the world will come to an end, when
Christ will present all the world to God
the Father, for him to rule. This is when
Christ will bring to an end all who have
the status of rulers, and everything that
has reigning authority and all seats of
power in this world. 25 For Christ must
rule until God has conquered every one
of his enemies, and placed them under
Christ’s feet to show that they have no
more power. 26 The ﬁnal enemy that God
will destroy is death itself. 27 For the scriptures say, “God has placed everything under his feet,” that is, Christ’s feet. But it is
clear that this does not include God himself. 28 After God has placed all things into
Christ’s power, then the Son also will place
himself in the power of God the Father, so
that God may be the same in relation to
everyone and everything.
29

If there is no resurrection from the dead,
as some say, then there is no reason for
people to receive baptism for the sake of
those who have died, as some do. If God
does not bring any dead people back to
life, then here is no reason for living people to receive baptism for the sake of those
who have died. 30 And we apostles would
have no reason to risk our lives every day,
as we do, to proclaim the good news if
there is no resurrection from the dead. 31
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My brothers and sisters, I am so proud
of you; you are like my possessions that
I show off to Christ Jesus our Lord. Every day I am in danger of dying! 32 If God
will not raise the dead, then I fought with
those wild animals at Ephesus for nothing. What the poets wrote would in that
case be true: “Let us eat food and drink
wine today, because we will die tomorrow.” 33 Do not be tricked: “If you have
bad friends, you will not care to live any
longer in the right way.” 34 Sober up! Live
in the right way and do not keep sinning.
Some of you do not know God at all. I say
this to shame you.
35

Someone may ask you, “How can the
dead rise? What kind of body could they
ever have?” 36 You know nothing! You do
not think about the fact that any seed you
plant in the ground will not start to grow
until it dies. 37 And what a farmer plants
does not look the same as what will come
up. It is only a bare seed; it will change
into something entirely different. 38 God
will give it a new body just as he chooses,
and to each seed put into the ground he
will give a different body. 39 Not all living
creatures are the same. There are human
beings, and there are animals on the land
of many kinds, and there are the birds and
ﬁsh. All of them are different. 40 There
are also different kinds of things in the
heavens. The nature of those bodies in
the sky is different from the nature of the
things on this world. 41 There is one kind
of the nature for the bright sun, and another kind for the softer moon. There is
still another kind of nature for the stars,
but the stars all differ one from another
in many ways.

it grows with honor and power. 44 What
goes into the ground belongs to this earth,
but what rises from the dead has God’s
power. So, there are things that belong to
this earth, and there are things that have
God’s power, which lasts forever.
45

So the scriptures say, “The ﬁrst man,
Adam, was a living being who gave his
children and descendants life.” But Christ,
the second Adam, gave people God’s
power to live forever. 46 What belongs to
the earth came ﬁrst, the natural, and then
came what belongs to God, that is the spiritual. 47 The ﬁrst man, Adam, belonged to
the earth, for he was made from dust. But
the second man, Christ, belongs to heaven.
48
All those who are made from dust are
just like Adam, the one who was made
from dust. All those who belong to heaven
are just like Christ, the man from heaven.
49
Just as God made us like the man who
was made from dust, so he will also make
us be like the man from heaven.
50

Now I say this, brothers and sisters, human beings who will die cannot obtain the
things that God promises to give all those
whom he rules. It is just as the things
that die cannot become things that do not
die. 51 Look! I tell you something that
God has hidden from us. Not all believers will die, but God will change all of
us. 52 He will change us in an instant, as
fast as one can blink his eye, when God’s
angels blow the ﬁnal trumpet. For they
will blow that trumpet and then God will
raise the dead so as to never die again.
53
For it is these bodies that will die, but
God will make them live forever, never to
die again, and it is these bodies that now
can be destroyed, but God will make them
54
new, never to die again.
When this
42
It is the same way when people rise happens, then it will come true, what the
from the dead. What goes into the ground scriptures say:
has died, but what rises will never die
“God has totally defeated death.”
again. 43 When it goes into the ground, it
55
”Death will never win again!
is in the dirt, but when God raises it again,
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The pain of dying has been taken kindly and see to it that he has nothing
away!”
to be afraid of, for he is doing the Lord’s
work, just like I am doing. 11 Do not let any56
It is sin that brings such pain to us when
one treat him as unimportant. Help him
we are dying. And sin’s power comes into
on his way as much as you can; send him
our lives because of the law. 57 But now
away in peace so that he may join me. I am
we thank God because he gives us victory
expecting him to travel with other brothover death through our Lord Jesus Christ!
ers who are coming my way.
58
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, 12
You asked about our brother Apollos.
be solid in your faith, unmoveable in your
I
urged
him strongly that he should visit
life, doing more and more in the Lord’s
work. You know that whatever you do for you when the other brothers came to you.
He decided not to come now, but he will
him will last forever.
come to you later when he has opportunity.

Chapter 16

13

Be on guard, do not wander from your
faith. Work for the Lord like grown men,
and be strong. 14 Do everything through
1
Now I wish to answer your questions the power of love.
about the money that we are collecting
15
You know the people in the house of
for the people in Jerusalem who belong
Stephanas.
You know that they were the
to God. You should do exactly what I told
the believers in the churches in Galatia to ﬁrst ones in the province of Achaia to bedo. 2 Every Sunday, each of you should lieve, and they are determined to help
put some money aside, as you are able, those who belong to the Lord. I urge
16
obey people
so you will not need any more collections you, brothers and sisters,
3
like
them
who
help
in
the
work
and who
You must choose people,
when I come.
17
I was glad when
whomever you wish, to take your gifts to work hard with us.
Stephanas,
Fortunatus,
and
Achaicus arJerusalem. And when I arrive, I will send
4
letters with them about your gift.
If it rived here from Corinth, because they
is the right thing to do, they will travel to- made up for the fact that you were not
here. 18 They encouraged and helped me
gether with me to Jerusalem.
in my spirit, and they helped you as well.
5
I am planning to come to you when I Tell others about how much they helped
travel through the region of Macedonia. you.
6
Perhaps I will stay with you, and perhaps all through the winter, so that you 19 The churches in Asia send greetings.
can help me along the way in my trip. 7 Aquila and Priscilla send you greetings as
I do not want to see you for only a short you do the work of the Lord, and the other
time. I hope that the Lord will allow me to believers that meet in their home do so as
spend enough time together that we can well. 20 The rest of the brothers and sisters
help each other. 8 I want to stay in Eph- greet you, too. Greet one another with a
esus until the Festival of Pentecost, 9 be- kiss of affection.
cause the Lord has opened a door for me 21
I, Paul, am writing this sentence with
there, although there are still many who
my own hand. 22 If anyone does not love
oppose us.
the Lord, let a curse be on him. O Lord,
10
Now when Timothy comes, treat him come! 23 May the kindness we do not de-
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serve that comes from the Lord Jesus be
with you. 24 I send you this reminder that
I love all of you, as you all are joined together in Christ Jesus.
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That sentence of death taught us not to
rely on our own strength but on God, who
raises the dead and brings them back to
life. 10 But God rescued us from those terrible dangers, and he promises to rescue
11
us in the future.
He will do this as
1
I, Paul, together with Timothy our you help us by praying for us. Now many
brother, write this letter to you. Christ Je- thank God because he has been so kind to
sus sent me to serve him and to obey God’s us, since many have prayed for us.
will. We are sending this letter to those
who come together as God’s people in the 12 We can very happily say that we have
city of Corinth; we are also sending it to we lived toward all people in an honest
the all Christians who live in the region of and sincere way. We lived in the world as
Achaia—people whom God has set apart God’s own people and we have deep trust
for himself. 2 May God give you the free in God, that was a gift from him. We do not
gifts of his love and peace—these things live in any way that the world values. We
that come from God our Father and from do not listen to the world’s wisdom when
we choose what we will do. Instead, God
the Lord Jesus Christ.
has made us honest and holy in how we
3
May we always praise the God and Falive. 13 You have read my letters. I have
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ—he is the
written them so you can understand them.
one who does us acts of kindness and who 14
You know a little about us already, but
always comforts us. 4 God comforts us
on the day when the Lord Jesus returns, I
when we go through any painful trial. His
hope that you will be very proud of us in
comfort heals our lives so we can give
his presence, and we will be very proud of
away that very same comfort to other peoyou.
ple who are suffering. 5 Just as we experience the sufferings of Christ which 15 I am so sure that this will be the case
are beyond all measure, we also experi- that I have wanted to come to you ﬁrst,
ence through Christ comfort that cannot so I could visit you twice. 16 I planned to
be measured. 6 So whenever we experi- see you both when I was on my way to
ence sufferings, it is so God may comfort Macedonia and then when I was coming
you and rescue you from danger. When- back from there, so you could send me
ever God comforts us, it is so you can be on my way to Judea.
17
My mind was
comforted even more, so he can teach you made up that this would be the plan. I
to wait for God, when you suffer in the was not telling you “Yes” and then telling
same way we suffered. 7 We are certain you “No.” I was not making my plans like
about what will happen to you; because unbelievers often make plans. 18 But God
you suffer like we suffer, God will also is faithful in guiding us, and we do not
comfort you, as he does us.
confuse you, either. We are making our

Chapter 1

8

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we want
you to know about the trouble we had in
the province of Asia. That trouble gave us
such pain that we could not bear it. We
were almost certain that we were going
to die. 9 They pronounced the sentence of
death on us; we were waiting to be killed.

plans and staying with them. 19 Our “Yes”
comes from the Son of God, Jesus Christ—
the one we proclaimed to you; and there
has never been any confusion in him—
with him there is no “Yes and then No.” Instead, it has always been simply “Yes” in
him. 20 For the promises of God are “Yes”
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because they come from him. And we add
our conﬁrmation to his “Yes.” And we
say about God’s honor: “It is True! Yes!”
21
God makes the bond between us Christians strong because we both are joined to
Christ, and he is the one who sends us out
to tell people the good news. 22 He put his
oﬃcial seal on us, so people will know he
approves of us. And he gave us the Spirit
who lives within us, as an unbreakable
promise that he will do even more things
for us.
23

May God himself assure you about my
reason for not coming to you, Christians
in Corinth: It was so that you would not
have to face me giving correction to you.
24
We are not like masters who give you
orders about how you must trust in God.
However, we want to work with you, so
you can learn to trust God no matter what
happens, and have joy in trusting him.

we should do about this man and his sin.
He has now been punished and his punishment was fair. 7 So this is where we
are now: He suffered through his punishment, but now it is time to forgive him
for what he did and to love him so that
he might not be discouraged by feeling too
sad.
8

In front of all the believers, tell him how
much you love him. 9 I wrote you to see
if you would obey God and deal with this
problem. 10 So the man you forgave, I also
forgive. Whatever I have forgiven—even
the smallest matters—I have forgiven out
of my love for you, and I forgive as though
Christ were standing in front of me. 11 By
forgiving this man, we made it so Satan
could not trick us into doing something
worse. We know all about his tricks and
his lies.
12

Chapter 2
1

In the last visit I made to Corinth I know
that I hurt you very much by what I said
to you. I decided this time that I would
not make another painful visit to you. 2
I caused you much pain on my last visit,
and the people who could cheer me up the
most would be the same people whom I
3
hurt when I was there.
I wrote that
letter to you so when I came to you, you
would not make me feel sad again—you,
who should actually make me rejoice! I
was sure that we all have the reasons to
be joyful. 4 I wrote to you then because I
still had much hurt and pain in my heart—
I cried many tears for you, and I did not
want to hurt you anymore. I want you to
know how much I love all of you.
5

This person who fell into sin—he did not
just make me sad by what he did; his sin
made all of you sad. 6 We all agree what

Even though the Lord opened many
ways for us to share the good news in the
city of Troas, 13 I was worried about our
brother Titus, because I did not ﬁnd him
there. So I left the believers in Troas and
returned to Macedonia to look for him. 14
We thank God that we are joined together
with Christ, and Christ always leads us in
his march of victory. Through our lives
and our message, everywhere we go, we
are like those who have been near burning incense; but our fragrance does not
come from real incense, but it comes from
knowing Christ, and because we know
him we have his fragrant aroma. 15 God
smells this same fragrance, and it reminds
him of Christ. And those who God rescues
smell this same fragrance in us. Even the
people whom God does not rescue smell
that aroma that reminds them of Christ.
16
To those people that God does not rescue, that aroma of Christ is like the smell
of a dead person dying once again. But to
those whom God is rescuing—they smell
Christ, who is alive, coming to make them
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from his face. 8 How much more brightly
does the ministry of the Spirit shine! 9
Even the law shined with God’s brilliant
light. But that brilliant light of the law can
only bring death to everyone. So how very
much more does his brilliant light shine
in us when God makes us right with himself! 10 When the brilliant light of the law
is compared with God’s work of putting us
right with himself, it is as if the law is not
wonderful at all, because what replaced it
is so much more wonderful! 11 So you can
see that the law, which is passing away,
was wonderful, but you can also see that
1
You know us well, and you should trust what is replacing it will be even more wonus. A stranger might need someone you derful; and it will last forever.
know to write you a letter to introduce
12
Since we apostles trust in God for the
him to you, but you know us very well. 2
13
We
You yourselves are like a letter that intro- future, we have great courage.
duces us to other people, because every- are not like Moses, who put a veil over
one who knows you can see how much his face so the children of Israel would
you trust us. 3 The way you live is like a not have to look at the fading light from
14
Long ago, the children of Israel
letter that Christ himself has written and God.
refused
to
believe God’s message. Even tothat we brought to you. Of course, it is
not a letter written with ink or on stone day, when the old law is read, they wear
tablets. No, it is a letter that the Spirit that same veil. Only when we are joined
15
of the true God has written on your own with Christ does God take the veil away.
Yes, even today, whenever they read the
hearts.
law of Moses, it is as if they had a veil over
4
This is how we trust God, because we are their minds. 16 But when a person turns to
joined to Christ. 5 We are not able to do the Lord, God removes that veil. 17 Now
anything for God in our own strength, so the word “Lord” here means “the Spirit.”
we cannot claim to be able to. Instead, it is Where the Spirit of the Lord is, people beGod who gives us all we need to serve him. come free. 18 But for all of us who believe,
6
God gave us what we needed to be ser- we look at him with no veil over our faces,
vants of the new covenant. This covenant and we reﬂect his brilliant light more and
does not get its strength from the law that more. This is what the Lord does; and he
was written down, but from the Spirit of is the Spirit.
God. The written letter of the law brings
death, but the Spirit gives life.
alive, too. Indeed, no one is able by himself to spread this fragrance! 17 You know
that many people go from city to city selling the word of God for money. But we
are not like them. We work hard to please
God and we do what he wants. And we
speak about Christ because we know God
sees everything we do, and we announce
Christ because we are joined to him.

Chapter 3

7

Chapter 4

God’s law brings death, and he wrote it
on stone tablets, and he gave it to Moses.
It came with the brilliant light that always shines where God is. And that glory 1 God gave us this responsibility to carry
shined on Moses’ face; his face shined so out, and he also had mercy on us. So we
brightly that the Israelites could not look are not downhearted. 2 We are careful
at his face. That bright light slowly faded not to do anything we would be ashamed
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of doing, and we have nothing to hide
from anyone. We do not promise something that God will not give, and we do not
twist God’s message to make it say what
we want. We proclaim only the truth. In
this way, we present ourselves for you to
judge us as we stand before God. 3 If the
good news is hidden with a veil, it is hidden from those who are dying apart from
God. 4 For them, the god of this world has
made them blind to the truth because they
do not trust the good news about the wonderful honor of Christ—for it is Christ who
shows us what God is like. 5 We do not
proclaim ourselves to you as people who
can rescue you from any evil. Instead,
we proclaim Christ Jesus as our Master,
and we are your servants because we are
joined to Jesus. 6 For God is the one who
said, “Light will shine out of the darkness.”
He has shone his light into our hearts, so
that when we trust in Jesus Christ, we can
learn how wonderful God is.
7

Now we carry these precious gifts from
God in our bodies, which are fragile like
clay pots. There can be no mistake about
where our strength comes from: It comes
only from God. 8 We have suffered many
different kinds of trouble, but they have
not destroyed us. We may be confused
about what we should do, but we never
give up. 9 Some people try to harm us, but
we are never alone; it is as if some people knocked us down, but we always get
up again. 10 We are often in danger of dying, as Jesus died, but our bodies will live
again, because Jesus is alive. 11 For those
of us who are alive, God is always leading
us to face death because we are joined to
Jesus, so that when people look at us, they
can know that Jesus is alive. 12 So you can
see that death is doing its work in us, but
that life is working in you.

We also trust in God, and we also speak
about what he has done for us. 14 We know
that God, who raised up the Lord Jesus
from the dead, will also raise us up from
the dead with him, and that Jesus will take
us along with you, and take us to be where
God is. 15 All that I have suffered is to help
you, so that more and more people can
know how God loves them freely, and so
that they may praise him more and more.
16

We are not discouraged. When our bodies are dying a little each day outwardly,
God is making us new every day on in
the inside. 17 For these short, easy times
of suffering are getting us ready for the
day when God will make us wonderful forever, wonderful in ways that no one can
measure or explain. 18 For we are not waiting for things that we can see, but for the
things we cannot see. The things that we
can now see are temporary, but the things
we cannot see, they last forever.

Chapter 5
1

We know that these bodies are only temporary dwelling places, like tents that do
not last very long. But we know that when
we die, God gives us a permanent place in
which we will live, a body that lasts forever, a body that God has made. 2 While
we live in our physical bodies, we groan
with longing for the bodies we will have
when we will live with God— 3 because
when God clothes us in our new bodies,
that will be our covering, like clothing.
4

For we live in these bodies that one day
will die, and we long for the day when we
lay aside these bodies. Not that we are eager to die, but we are eager to be clothed
with our eternal bodies, just like the saying that says, “All that dies, will be swal13
We trust in God, just as the scriptures lowed up by life.” 5 God himself prepares
say: “I trust in God; this is why I speak.” our new bodies for us, and he guarantees
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that we will receive them by giving us his Christians, now we judge no one like this.
17
Spirit.
When anyone is joined with Christ and
trusts in him, he becomes a new person.
6
So you should always be certain that as
Everything from the past is gone—See!—
long as we live in our bodies on the earth,
18
God makes everything in you new.
we are away from Lord, who is in heaven
All these gifts come from God. He made
7
(we live our lives by trusting in him, and
peace with us so that we are no longer ennot by trusting in what we can see). 8 Beemies of God. Now we have peace with
cause we have put our trust in him, we
God through the cross of Christ. Also,
would much rather give up our present
God has given us the responsibility of anbodies so we could be at home with the
nouncing that he is bringing people and
Lord. 9 Therefore we make it our goal
himself together. 19 That message brings
to obey him, whether we are here or in
God and people together and is how God
heaven. 10 For we will all stand before
made peace with the world by what Christ
Christ when he sits as the judge of all. He
did. God is not applying their sins to their
will judge what we did when we were in
account. Instead, Christ has taken our
this life. Christ will give us what we desins away and has given us this message
serve, and he will judge what was good or
that makes peace and brings God and peobad.
20
ple together.
So God has appointed
11
us
to
represent
Christ.
God pleads with
Therefore we know what it is to honor
the Lord, so we make sure to tell people you through us. So we plead with you
what kind of God he is. God knows what on Christ’s behalf: Through Christ, let him
kind of people we are, and I expect that make peace with you and bring you to
21
God made Christ the offering
you also understand whether we are do- himself.
12
for
sin—the
one who never sinned—so
We are not trying to
ing good or evil.
prove again that we are genuine servants that when we trust in Christ and believe
of God. We only want you to know what in him, God makes us right with himself.
kind of people we are, and to give you
a reason to be proud of us. We do this,
so that you can answer those who praise
their own actions, but do not care about
what they really are in their inner being. 1
We work together, and we beg you not
13
If people think we are crazy, well, we
to
receive the gift of God’s love in a way
are serving God. But if we are in our right
2
For
minds, it is to help you. 14 Our love for that makes no difference for you.
God
said,
Christ drives us on. We are sure of this:
Christ died for all, therefore we all have
”At a time when I displayed my loving
died with him. 15 Christ died for all, so that mercy, I listened to you,
those who live should not live for themAnd when I completed the work of my
selves, but should live for Christ, who died
salvation,
I helped you.”
for their sins; and he is the one whom God
raised from the dead.
Look, this is the day when God is having
mercy on you; this is the day that he is res16
Since we live no longer for ourselves,
cuing you.
we judge no one according to the way the
unbelievers judge. We once even viewed 3 We certainly do not want to give anyChrist by these human standards. But as one reason to do wrong, because we want

Chapter 6
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no one to accuse us of preaching the good
news in order to encourage evil doing. 4
We have proved again and again that we
are God’s true servants. We endure great
suffering, we face with courage people
who hurt us, and we live through hard
times. 5 People have beaten us very badly;
others have locked us up in prisons; we
were the cause for people to riot; we have
done hard physical labor; we have passed
many long nights without sleep, and we
have often gone with very little food. 6 But
in all this, our lives are pure, our knowledge is deep, and we are able to wait until God ends our suffering. We know how
kind Christ is to us; we are ﬁlled with
the Holy Spirit, and we love others. 7 We
live according to God’s true Word, and we
have God’s power. By means of Christ,
God has put us right with himself. This is
the truth that we continuously believe; it
is like armor that a soldier wears, and like
weapons for both of his hands. 8 Sometimes people honor us; at other times, they
dishonor us. Sometimes they say many
evil things about us; at other times, they
praise us. They accuse us of lying, even
though we tell the truth. 9 We live like
persons whom nobody knows, but some
people know us very well. Some try to
kill us for announcing the message about
Christ, even though no one legally ever
condemns us to death. 10 We live with
great sorrow but we always rejoice. We
live as some of the poorest people, but
we have the treasure of the good news
that makes many rich. You can see that
we own nothing, but the truth is that all
things belong to us.

love us in return.

11

1

We have spoken to you very openly and
honestly, fellow believers at Corinth. We
have freely shown you that we love you.
12
We are not the ones holding back, but
you seem to be reluctant to show that you
love us. 13 It would be a fair exchange—
I am speaking as to children—for you to

14

Do not work in unsuitable ways with
people who do not trust Christ. What do
people who live by God’s measure and
rules have in common with those who
break his laws and do what they want?
Darkness and light cannot be together. 15
How can Christ agree in any way with the
demon Beliar? What does a person who
trusts in God have in common with another person who does not trust in God?
16
How right would it be to bring pagan
idols into the temple of God? For we are
the temple of the living God, just as God
said:
”I will have my home among my people.
I will live my life among them.
I will be their God
and they will be my people.”
17

The scriptures therefore say:
”Come out from among the unbelievers

and be separate from them,” says the
Lord,
”Do not handle anything that makes you
ﬁlthy and unable to worship me;
and I will open my arms and welcome
you, 18 and I will be your Father,
and you will be my sons and daughters.”
says the all-powerful Lord.

Chapter 7
Dear ones, since God has promised to do
these things for us, we should stop doing
anything with our bodies or minds that
keeps us from worshiping God. Let us
keep trying to avoid sinning; let us keep
honoring God and trembling in his presence.

1626

2 CORINTHIANS
2

Open your hearts to us! No matter what
you may have heard about us, we have
not wronged anyone. And we have never
taken advantage of anyone. 3 I do not
scold you to condemn you. We love you
with all our hearts! We are united in purpose and we will live with you and die
with you. 4 Moreover, I not only love you, I
praise you to others—and I am ﬁlled up to
overﬂowing with such joy because of you,
even when we are going through severe
aﬄictions.
5

When we came to you in Macedonia,
we were exhausted. We had troubles
on every side—we faced hardships that
other people caused, and we feared many
things. 6 But God always comforts us
when we are discouraged, and he comforted us at that time by sending Titus
to be with us. 7 Titus’s coming was a
great comfort, but you also comforted him
when you were with him. When he came
to us, he told us of your deep love for us,
and how you were sorry for us in our sufferings. He also told us about how you
were deeply concerned for me, so I rejoiced even more because of you.
8

I know the letter I wrote to you made
you sad, but I had to write it. I did regret it when I wrote it, but what I wrote to
you was necessary to help you deal with
the problems in the church. I knew that
your sorrow would last only for a short
time. 9 And so now I can rejoice, not because you were sad when you read my letter, but because your sorrow turned you
away from the sin that was hurting you so
much, and it changed your sadness into
a sorrow that God brought to you, a sorrow that gave you so much more than
you had lost. 10 This kind of sorrow turns
a person away from sin so that God can
rescue him; people are glad, in the end,
to have had this kind of sorrow. On the
other hand, worldly sorrow, a sadness for

your sins only because you were caught
in them, can lead only to death. 11 Now
think about how much good you wanted
to do because you had this sorrow that
God gave you. You wanted to show me you
were innocent. You were so concerned
about that accusation of sin, and you were
so worried about how that person had
sinned. You wanted justice to be done. In
sum, you showed that you were innocent.
12
What I wrote to you was not intended
for the wrongdoer, and it was not written either for the one who suffered the
wrong, but it was written for you to understand how much you are faithful to us.
God knows that you are faithful to us. 13
By all of this we are very encouraged!
We were so happy about what Titus told
us, and we were also happy because you
had given him rest and helped him. 14 I
told him very good things about you, how
proud I was of you, and you did not put
me to shame when he came to you. We
praised you so much to Titus, and you
proved it was all true! 15 Now his love
for you has grown because he has seen for
himself how much you follow God, and
he knows how you welcomed him among
yourselves—you welcomed him with fear,
because God is holy, and with trembling,
because you know God is great. 16 I am
ﬁlled with joy because in everything, I
have conﬁdence in you.

Chapter 8
1

We want you to know, brothers and
sisters, about how God has been kindly
working in wonderful ways among the
churches in the province of Macedonia.
2
Although the believers there were suffering very much, they were rejoicing so
much that, although they are poor, they
gave much money for the collection for
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the believers in Jerusalem. 3 They gave
as much as they were able—and I testify
it is true—and some sacriﬁced and gave
so much they suffered need themselves,
but they still gave. They wanted to give,
4
and they begged us over and over and
pleaded with us to allow them to give to
this collection, so they could help those believers whom God has set apart for himself. 5 We did not think they could give
like that. But they ﬁrst gave themselves to
the Lord, and then they gave themselves
to us. 6 Titus had already begun encouraging you to contribute money, so we urged
him to guide the collection to its end. 7 As
you do better than others, not only in your
trust in God, in your encouraging words,
in what you have learned, in taking a task
to completion, and in your love for us—
make sure you do very well by completing
this collection also.

the future, they will have more than they
need, and perhaps then, they will be able
to help you. That is fair for everyone. 15
This is like the scriptures say:
”The one who had much did not have
anything left to share;
but the one who had only a little did not
need anything more.”
16

We thank God because he has caused
Titus to care for you as much as I do. 17
When we asked him to help you, he agreed
to do so. He was so eager to help you
that he decided to visit you himself. 18
We have sent Titus along with another
Christian brother. All the believers in the
churches praise him because he preaches
the good news very well. 19 The believers in the churches asked him to go with
us to Jerusalem to help us take to the believers there what you and the others are
giving to them. We all want to contribute
8
I am not giving you an order, but I want
this money in order to honor the Lord and
you to prove how much you love the Lord
to show everyone how much we believers
by comparing how you give to how others
help each other.
give to people in need. 9 I say this, because
you know how kind Jesus Christ has been 20 We are doing everything we can to keep
to you. Although he possessed everything, anyone from asking why we are asking for
he gave it all up and became poor. He did this money that you are giving so generthis in order to make you rich. 10 And ously. 21 We are careful to do all this in
in this I have some encouragement to give an honest and open way. We want everyyou: You started this ministry of help a one to know how we are doing this, and
year ago, and when you began it you were we know that the Lord sees us, too. 22
eager to do it. 11 In the same way, you And with these brothers we are sending to
should ﬁnish this work. Just as you were you, we are adding still one more brother.
eager to begin this work, you should be ea- We have seen that this brother does imger to end it, and to do this as quickly as portant work in a very faithful manner.
you can. 12 God will accept what you do in He now desires even more to help you
this task, if you are eager to do it. You must because he trusts you very much. 23 As
ﬁnish the work by giving money from the for Titus himself, he is my partner; he
money that you have. You cannot give works alongside me. The other brothers—
what you do not have. 13 We are not tax- it is the churches in our region who have
ing you because we do not want others to chosen them to go with us to Jerusalem.
have to support themselves. But it is fair When other people see them, they will
for you to help them. 14 You have more praise Christ very much because of them.
than you need at this time; what you have 24 So show these brothers how you love
left over will be enough for them, too. In them; show them why we spoke so well
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about you, and why we could not stop gret doing it. You should not feel that anytelling all the churches how proud we are one is forcing you to give, because God
of you.
loves a person who is happy to give. 8 God
can give you all kinds of gifts more and
more, so that you will always have what
you yourselves need, and also enough to
do good things with. 9 As it is written in
the scriptures:
1
Now about this collection of money for
”He gives good things to people everythe believers in Jerusalem—all those peo- where,
ple whom God has set apart for himself, I
and he gives to the poor what they need.
really do not need to write anything more
to you. 2 I already know that you want
He does these things forever.
to help, and I praised you for this to the 10
God gives seed to the one who sows, and
believers of Macedonia. In fact, I told
he gives bread to one who bakes it. He
them that you, and the other people of the
will also supply your seed and increase
province of Achaia, have been preparing
what you are able to give away to others.
for this collection since last year. Your en- 11
God will make you rich in many ways,
thusiasm is an example that has moved
so that you can be generous. As a result,
the believers of Macedonia to take action.
many others will thank God for what they
3
For I am sending the brothers ahead of
receive through the work that we apostles
me, so that when they meet you, they will
have done.
see that we did not praise you for nothing; I also sent them ahead of me so that 12 We receive this money, not only to help
you would be ready to ﬁnish the work, our Christian brothers and sisters in need;
as I promised others you would be. 4 I we also do it so that many, many believam afraid that some Macedonians might ers will thank God. 13 Because you began
come with me when I come a little later, this task, you have shown what kind of
and that they might ﬁnd that you are not people you are. You honor God by obeyready to give all that you want to give. If ing him and believing what he says in the
that happens, we will be ashamed that we good news about Christ. You also honor
spoke so well about you—and you would him by giving generously. 14 The ones to
be ashamed, too. 5 I decided it was nec- whom you will give will greatly desire to
essary to make every effort to send the see you; they will pray for you, because of
brothers to you, so they could set in or- the wonderful way in which God has been
der everything necessary to receive the kind to you. 15 We give thanks to God for
money you have promised to give. In this gift from him—his gift is so great we
this way, this money will be something cannot express it in words.
you freely offer, rather than a tax that we
make you pay.

Chapter 9

6

Chapter 10

The point is, anyone who sows very little seed will also have a small crop to harvest, but anyone who sows a great amount 1 Now I, Paul, beg of you—and I am humof seed will gather a great harvest. 7 First ble and gentle as I do so, because Christ
decide in your heart how much money to has made me that way: I, who was shy
give, so when you give it you will not re- when I was in front of you, but forceful
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when I am writing you a letter from far
away: 2 I beg of you that, when I come,
I will not have to be harsh with you. I
am afraid, however, that I will have to
be, in order to speak against the people
who think that we work with human stan3
dards.
For though we now are living in our physical bodies, we are ﬁghting like armies ﬁght. 4 And we are ﬁghting with weapons, but these weapons are
not designed by human beings, but by God.
These weapons are powerful, so powerful that they can tear apart any false arguments. 5 In this way we can tear apart
every false argument and all those who
rise up against God. Those are the ones
who try to keep people from knowing him.
We keep and hold every thought that people have and we take those thoughts as
our prisoners. God would work in those
who did not obey him, and they will turn
to him, and one day they will obey Christ.
6
When you completely obey Christ yourselves, we will be ready to punish any who
remain disobedient to him.
7

You should look at the clear facts. If anyone has faith that he belongs to Christ, remind him that just as he belongs to Christ,
so do we! 8 When I praised myself about
our authority as apostles, that may have
been too much for you. But the Lord gave
that authority to me not to destroy you,
but to help you and make you strong. So I
am not ashamed of the authority the Lord
gave me. 9 Though my letters seem strong
when you read them, I do not want you
to be afraid when you read them. That
is not why I have written them to you. 10
Some people who know me and read my
letters say, “We should take his letters seriously because they say powerful things,
but when Paul is with us, he is physically
weak and he is not worth listening to.” 11
Let those who criticize me know that what
we write to you in our letters are the very
things we do when we are with you.

12

We will not even try to compare ourselves with those who praise themselves.
When they compare themselves to one another, it proves only that they are fool13
ish.
We will praise ourselves only
about what God has given us to do. And
we will work only as he has told us to
work; our work, however, includes you
also. 14 When we reached out to you, we
did not go beyond where God assigned us
to work. He assigned your region to us,
and we were the ﬁrst to tell you the Good
News about Christ.
15

We are not boasting about the work
God gave to others, as if we had done that
work. Instead, we hope that you will trust
God more and more, and that in the same
way, God will assign us a larger region to
work in. 16 We hope for this, in order that
we may share the good news with people
beyond where you live. We will not take
credit for work that any other servants of
God are doing, in their own regions where
they serve him. 17 The scriptures say,
“Let the one who is proud, be proud of
the Lord.”
18

When a person praises himself for what
he has done, God does not reward him
for doing that. Instead, he rewards those
whom he approves.

Chapter 11
1

It is foolish for a person to praise himself, but that is what I am doing. Please
allow me to continue a little. 2 For I want
to guard you carefully. I want to guard
you the way God himself would guard
you. I am like a father who promised
you in marriage to only one husband and
who wants to be the one who presents
you, as a pure virgin bride, to Christ. 3
But as I think about you, I have become
afraid that someone has tricked you, like
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the devil tricked Eve. I am afraid that
someone has convinced you to stop loving
Christ with an honest heart. 4 I say this because you do not seem to mind if someone
else comes and tells you different things
about Jesus than what we told you, or if
he wants you to receive a different spirit
from the Spirit of God, or a different kind
of good news. 5 People call those teachers
“super-apostles,” but I do not think they
are greater than I am. 6 It may be true
that I never studied how to give wonderful speeches, but I certainly know many
things about God, as you learned when I
spoke to you.
7

Was I wrong to serve you as a humble
person in such a way that others praised
you instead of me? Was I wrong to preach
the good news to you without charging
any money? 8 Yes, I allowed believers
in other churches to give me money so I
could serve you. Maybe you will say that
I was robbing them. But I asked you for
nothing. 9 There was a time when I was
with you that I needed many things, but I
did not ask you for any money at all. The
brothers who came from Macedonia provided all I needed, instead. I have done everything I could for you not to be in hardship because of me, and this I will continue to do. 10 I am telling the complete
truth about Christ and how I have worked
for him. So I will continue to let everyone
in all the region of Achaia know about this.
11
You do not really think that I refused
your money because I did not love you, do
you? Far from it! God knows I love you.
12

I will continue to serve you in this same
way, so that I stop those who say that they
are equal to us. They will have no excuse
to offer for how they boast. 13 Such people are false apostles claiming that God
has sent them. They are workers who always tell lies, and they are pretending to
be apostles of Christ. 14 They should not

surprise us. Even Satan pretends to be an
angel shining with the light of God’s presence. 15 His servants also pretend to serve
God; they pretend to be good. God will
punish them as they deserve.
16

No one should think I am a fool. But if
you really do think of me as a fool, then I
will go ahead and continue to praise myself a little more. 17 When I speak in this
way, this is not the way the Lord speaks
of me; it is simply me speaking like a fool.
18
Many have been proud about who they
are in this life. Well, I can be that way,
19
You will certainly gladly put
too.
up with my foolishness, since you are so
wise yourselves! 20 I say this because you
have tolerated leaders who treated you
like slaves; you followed those who created divisions among you; you let your
leaders take advantage of you; you permitted your leaders to imagine themselves
to be better than others; and you permit
them to slap you in the face but you do
nothing about it. And do you really call
yourselves wise? 21 I could be ashamed,
because when we were with you, we were
22
Are
too timid to treat you like that.
those people Hebrews? So am I. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants
of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ?—I speak like a man who
is out of his mind! I worked harder than
any of them; I have been in more prisons
than they; I have had more severe beatings than they, and I have faced death
24
more times that than they have.
Five times the Jews punished me with the
thirty-nine lashes, beating me each time
until I nearly died. 25 Three times I was
beaten by my captors with wooden rods.
Once they threw stones at me to kill me.
Three different ships I was on were lost to
the storms, and I have spent a night and
a day in the open ocean hoping for rescue. 26 I have been on many journeys and I
have known dangers in rivers, I have been
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in danger from robbers, danger from my
own people, the Jews, danger from the
non-Jews, danger in cities, danger in the
wilderness, danger in the ocean, danger
from false brothers who betrayed us. 27
I have worked hard and been in hardship,
often gone without sleep; I have been hungry and thirsty with nothing to eat. I have
been cold and without enough clothing. 28
In addition to all that, I worry every day
about how well the churches are doing. 29
There is no fellow believer who is weak,
without me being weak with him. There
is no fellow believer who has led another
person into sin, without me being very angry about it.
30

If I must boast, I will boast only about
things like these, things that show how
weak I am. 31 The God and Father of the
Lord Jesus Christ—may everyone and everything give him praise!—he knows I am
not lying!
32

At the city of Damascus, the governor
under King Aretas put a guard around the
city, hoping to arrest me. 33 But my friends
put me in a basket and let me down me out
of the city, through a window in the wall,
and I escaped from him.

Chapter 12
1

Even though it does no good, I must continue to defend myself, so I will continue
by boasting about some visions that the
Lord gave me. 2 Fourteen years ago God
took me, a man who is joined to Christ,
up to the highest heaven—although only
God knows whether he took me up only
in my spirit or in my body, too. 3 And I—
whether in my body or only in my spirit,
God alone knows— 4 I was taken up into
a place in heaven called paradise. There
I heard things that were so holy and that
I am not able to tell them to you. 5 I can

boast about that—but God made all that
happen, not I. For myself, I can be proud
only about how God works in me, a weak
man. 6 Even if I kept on boasting about
myself, I would not be foolish, because I
would be saying only what was true. However, I will boast no more, so that you can
judge me only by what you hear me say,
or by what you already know about me.
7
So I will leave the subject of the amazing visions that God gave me; except that
I should tell you that God sent me something very diﬃcult to bear, a device from
Satan, in order to cause me to suffer. God
did this so that I would not become proud
about the visions I saw. 8 I prayed three
times to the Lord about this matter; each
time I begged him to take this away from
me. 9 But he said to me, “No, I will not take
this away from you. All you need is for
me to love you and be with you, because
I do my most powerful work in you when
you are weak.” That is why I would rather
be proud of my weakness, so that Christ’s
power can come and make me strong. 10
I can face anything because Christ is with
me. It may be that I must be weak, or that
others might treat me with scorn, or that I
must have great hardships, or that others
will try to kill me. It may be that I will continue to suffer hardships of various kinds.
In any case, when my power is gone, then
I am at my strongest.
11

When I write this way, I am praising myself. But I had to do so, because you should
have had conﬁdence in me. I am just
as good as these “super-apostles,” even
though I am really nothing at all. 12 I
gave you the true signs of being an authentic apostle—miracles that I did very
patiently among you: Wonderful miracles
that proved that I truly serve Jesus Christ.
13
You certainly were just as important
as all the other churches! The only way
you were different was that I received no
money from you as I did from them. For-
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give me that I did not ask this from you!

many of who disobeyed God earlier and
have not stopped sinning in various sex14
So listen to this! I am now ready to visit
ual ways.
you for a third time, and on this trip, as
on all the others, I will not ask you for
any money. I do not want anything you
have. What I want is you! You know the
principle that we all follow in our families:
The children should not pay the expenses 1
This is the third time I am coming to you
of their parents, but the parents save up
to deal with these matters. The principle
to pay the expenses of the children. 15 I
in dealing with these issues is what the
will most happily do everything I can for
scripture says: “Every accusation against
you, even if it means losing my life. If
another must be based on the testimony
this means that I love you more than ever,
of two or three persons,” not just one. 2
surely you should love me more than ever
When I was there on the second visit I
as well.
said to those who had sinned and who had
16
And so, someone might say that al- been charged before the church, and to
though I did not ask you for money, I the entire church, and I will say it again:
tricked you into letting me myself pay I will not overlook these charges. 3 I tell
for everything I needed. 17 Well, I never you this because you are looking for proof
cheated you by using someone else I sent that Christ is speaking through me. He is
to you, did I? 18 For example, I sent Titus not weak in dealing with you; instead, he
and the other brother to you, but they did is working in you by his great power. 4 We
not ask you to support them, did they? Ti- learn from Christ’s example, because they
tus never made you pay his expenses, did cruciﬁed him when he was weak, yet God
he? Titus and the other brother treated has made him alive again. And we, too,
you the same as I did, is this not so? We are weak as we live and follow his examlived our lives in the same way; you never ple, but with him, God will strengthen us
had to pay anything for us.
as we talk with you about these sins that
some of you have committed.
19
You do not really think that I have been
trying to defend myself in this letter, do 5 It is yourselves whom you must examine
you? God knows that I am joined to Christ, and see how you live. You must look for
and that I have written everything in or- evidence that you trust in how God loves
der to strengthen you in trusting him. 20 you and has mercy on you. It is you whom
But when I come to you, I may not ﬁnd you you must put yourself to the test and ask
as I wished. When I come you may not if Jesus Christ lives within you? He lives
want to listen to me. I fear that you are in every one of you, unless, of course, you
arguing a lot among yourselves, that some fail this test. 6 And I hope that you will
of you are jealous of one another, and that ﬁnd that we pass the test and Christ lives
some of you become very angry with each in us. 7 Now we pray to God that you may
other. I fear that some of you are putting not do anything that is wrong. We pray for
yourselves ﬁrst, that you are talking about this, not because we want to seem better
each other, and that some of you are very than you by passing that test. Instead, we
selﬁsh. 21 I am afraid that when I come want you to know and do the right things.
to you and see you, God will humble me. Even if we seem to have failed, we want
I am afraid that I will have to mourn for you to succeed. 8 The truth controls what

Chapter 13
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we do; we cannot do anything against the
truth. 9 We have joy when we are weak
and you are strong. We pray that you may
always trust and obey God completely. 10
I am away from you now as I write this to
you. When I come to you, I do not have to
deal harshly with you. Because the Lord
made me an apostle, I prefer to encourage
you and not to make you weaker.
11

The last thing, brothers and sisters, is
this: Rejoice! Act and behave better than
you have been acting, and allow the Lord
to give you courage. Agree with each
other and live in peace together. If you
do these things, God, who loves you and
brings you peace, will be with you. 12 Welcome each other in a way that tells everybody how much you love each other. 13
All of us here, whom God has set apart
for himself, greet you. 14 May the Lord Jesus Christ act kindly toward you, may God
love you, and may the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

1634

GALATIANS

GALATIANS

not need people to like me, because it is
God who approves of me. I am not trying
to please people. If I were still trying to
please people, then I would not really be
serving Christ.

Chapter 1
1-2

I, Paul, am writing to my dear brothers and sisters in the province of Galatia.
I am Paul, the apostle. No group of people
made me an apostle, and God did not tell
anybody to make me one. Instead, I am
an apostle because Jesus Christ and God
the Father have sent me as one—yes, God
the Father, who made Christ live again after he had died! I and all the fellow believers who are here with me greet you
all in the churches in the province of Galatia. 3 I pray that God, our Father, and the
Lord Jesus Christ will kindly help you and
give you peace. 4 Christ sacriﬁced himself to God for our sins, in order to take
us away from this world in which people
act in such evil ways. He did this because
God, our Father, wanted him to. 5 Because
that is true, let us now praise God forever
and ever.
6

As you know, Christ called you in his
kindness to trust in him. But now I am
amazed that you have stopped trusting in
him! Now you believe a different message, which some people say is the true
good news about God. 7 Christ never told
us another good news, but other people
are confusing you. They want to change
the good news about Christ; they want you
to believe that Christ actually said something different. 8 But even if we apostles
or an angel from heaven should tell you a
good news that is not the same as what we
told you before, God should punish that
person forever. 9 As we have already told
you, so now I say to you again that someone is telling you a form of the good news
that he says is good, but it is not the same
as what you believed. So I ask God that
he condemn that person forever. 10 I do

11

My fellow believers, I want you to know
that the message about Christ that I proclaim to people is not one that some person created. 12 I did not learn this good
news from any ordinary human being,
and no such person taught it to me. Instead, it was Jesus Christ himself who
taught me.
13

People have told you about what I did in
the past when I worshiped God in the Jewish way. I never stopped doing the worst
things to the groups of believers that God
had established. I tried to destroy those
believers and their groups. 14 I honored
God in the Jewish way more thoroughly
than any other Jew my own age. I was
very angry when I saw other Jews neglecting to obey the traditions that our ancestors had kept. 15 However, I was still in
my mother’s womb when God chose me
to serve him, and he did this because it
pleased him to do so. 16 He showed me
that Jesus is his Son; he did this so that
I would tell others the good news about
his Son in regions where the non-Jews live.
But I did not immediately go to any mere
humans in order to understand that message better. 17 And I did not immediately
leave Damascus and go to Jerusalem to see
the apostles there, the men who had become apostles before I became one. Instead, I went away into the region of Arabia, a region of wilderness. Later I returned once more to the city of Damascus.
18
It was actually three years after God revealed this good news to me that I went up
to Jerusalem to visit Peter. I stayed with
him for ﬁfteen days. 19 I also saw James,
the half-brother of our Lord Jesus and the
leader of the believers in Jerusalem, but
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I did not see any other apostle. 20 God
knows that what I am writing to you is
completely true! 21 After I left Jerusalem,
I went to the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22
At that time believers in the Christian congregations who were in the province of
Judea still had never seen me. 23 They only
heard others keep saying, “Paul, the one
who in the past was doing violent things
to us, is now proclaiming the same good
news that we believe and he had been trying to stop!” 24 So they kept praising God
because of what had happened to me.

Chapter 2
1

After fourteen years passed, Barnabas,
Titus, and I went up again to Jerusalem.
2
We did this because God had told me
we should go. I explained privately to
the most important leaders of the believers the content of the good news that I
had been proclaiming in the regions of the
non-Jews. I did this because I wanted to
make sure that they approved of what I
had been preaching. I wanted to make
sure that I had not been working uselessly.
3
But those leaders did not even require
Titus, who was with me and was an uncircumcised Gentile, to be circumcised. 4
The people who would have required him
to be circumcised were not true believers, but they pretended that they were fellow believers. They watched us closely
to see how we obey God without following all the Jewish laws and rituals, since
we know that Christ Jesus has freed us
from those things. These false believers
would like to make us like slaves to the
law. 5 But not even brieﬂy did we agree
with them about circumcision. We resisted them in order that the true good
news about Christ might continue to ben6
But those who others said
eﬁt you.
were the leaders did not add anything to

what I proclaim. Those leaders are important men, but they do not matter to me, because God does not favor certain persons
more than others. 7 Instead, the leaders
understood that God was trusting me to
proclaim the good news to the non-Jews,
just as Peter was proclaiming the good
news to the Jews. 8 That is, just as God
had empowered Peter to go as an apostle to take God’s message to the Jews, he
also empowered me to go as an apostle
9
to take his message to the non-Jews.
Those leaders understood that God had
kindly given to me this special mission. So
James, Peter, and John, the leaders of the
believers in Christ, leaders who many people knew and honored, shook hands with
us because we were fellow workers with
them. We agreed that God had sent us to
the non-Jews, who were not circumcised,
and that God had sent them to Jews, who
were circumcised. 10 They only urged us
to still remember to help the poor among
the fellow believers who live in Jerusalem.
That is exactly what I have been eager to
do.
11

But later while I was in the city of Antioch, after Peter came there, I looked
into his eyes and told him that what he
was doing was wrong. 12 This is what
happened. Peter went to Antioch and
started eating regularly with non-Jewish
believers there. Later there were certain Jewish believers who came to Antioch who claimed that James, the leader
of the believers in Jerusalem, had sent
them. And when those men came, Peter
stopped eating with the non-Jewish believers and would not associate with them. He
was afraid that the Jewish believers from
Jerusalem would criticize him for associating with non-Jews. 13 Also, the other Jewish believers in Antioch joined in Peter’s
hypocrisy by separating themselves from
the non-Jewish believers. Even Barnabas
thought he had to stop associating with
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the non-Jews! 14 But when I realized that
they were not following the truth of the
good news about Christ, and when all the
fellow believers had come together, I said
to Peter in front of them all, “You are Jewish, but you have been living like a nonJew who does not follow the law. So how
can you possibly persuade the non-Jews
to live like Jews?” 15 We were born as
Jews, not as non-Jewish sinners who know
nothing about God’s law. 16 But we now
know that it is not because a person obeys
the law that God gave to Moses that God
makes a person right in his sight. God
does that only if that person trusts in Jesus
Christ. Even some of us Jews have trusted
Christ Jesus. We did that so God would
declare us good in his sight, because we
trust Christ, and not because we try to
obey the law that God gave to Moses. God
has said that he will not declare anyone
good in his sight just because they obey
the law. 17 But when we asked God to
make us right in his sight by trusting in
Christ, we stopped trying to obey the law,
so the law proved us to be sinners for doing that. But this certainly does not mean
that Christ is in favor of sin. Certainly not!
18

If I again believed that God would make
me right in his sight because I obey his
law, I would be like a man who rebuilds a
shaky old building that he had once torn
down. Everyone would see that I was
breaking God’s law. 19 As I was trying to
obey God’s law, I became like a dead man;
it was as if the law had killed me. This
happened so that I might live to worship
20
It is as though my old way of
God.
life ended when Christ died on the cross.
I no longer direct my life. Christ who lives
in my heart now directs how I live. And
whatever I do now while I live, I do it trusting in God’s Son. He is the one who loved
me and offered himself as the sacriﬁce to
provide God’s forgiveness to me. 21 I do
not set aside God’s kindness, as if keep-

ing the law could make us right with God.
Otherwise, Christ would have died on the
cross for nothing.

Chapter 3
1

You fellow believers there in Galatia
are very foolish! Someone must have bewitched you with their evil eye! I told
you exactly how they had cruciﬁed Jesus
Christ, did I not? 2 So I want you to tell
me only one thing: When the Holy Spirit
came to you, did he come because you
were obeying the law of Moses? Or did the
Spirit come to you because you had heard
the good news and trusted in Christ? Certainly this is what happened. 3 You are
very foolish! You ﬁrst became Christians
because God’s Spirit enabled you. But now
you think you will continue until you die
by trying as hard as possible to obey the
law. 4 All the diﬃcult things you have
experienced after you believed in Christ
would have been of no value at all if you
had not been trusting in him. 5 When God
now generously gives to you his Spirit and
performs mighty deeds among you, do
you think that it is because you obey God’s
law? Surely you know it is because when
you heard the good news about Christ,
you trusted in him!
6

What you have experienced is just as
Moses had written in the scriptures about
Abraham. He wrote that Abraham trusted
God, and as a result God declared Abraham good in his sight. 7 You should realize, therefore, that it is those who trust in
Christ to save them whom God has made
into descendants of Abraham. 8 Even before God began to make non-Jews good in
his sight when they trusted in him, men
wrote in the scriptures that he would do
this. God announced this good news to
Abraham, as we read in the scriptures,
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“Because of what you have done, I will
bless all the people groups in the world.” 9
So, we know by this that it is all those who
trust in Christ whom God blesses along
with Abraham, who also trusted in God.
10
God curses all those who think they can
please God by obeying his law. It is just as
you can read in the scriptures, “God will
eternally punish everyone who does not
continuously and completely obey all the
laws that Moses wrote in the book of the
law.” 11 But God has said that if he declares any people good in his sight, it will
not be because they obeyed his law. You
can read in the scriptures, “Every person
whom God declares to be good will live
because he trusts God.” 12 Whoever tries
to obey the law is not trusting in Christ,
“Whoever starts to do the things in the law
must obey them all.”
13

Christ stopped God from having to curse
us as they wrote in the law he must. This
happened when God cursed Christ in our
place. You can read in the scripture,
“God curses everyone whom they hang
on a tree.” 14 God cursed Christ in order to bless the non-Jews who believe in
Christ just as he blessed Abraham. And he
blessed the non-Jews so that we might receive the Spirit, whom he promised to all
who trust in Christ.
15

My fellow believers, God’s promise is
like a contract between two people. After
they sign it, no one can cancel it, nor can
they add anything to it. 16 God promised to
bless Abraham and his special descendant.
The scriptures do not say, “your descendants,” that is, many people, but instead
“your descendant,” meaning just one person, Christ. 17 This is what I am saying.
God established an agreement with Abraham that the law which he gave to Moses
430 years later could not cancel. 18 This
is because if what God is giving to us forever comes because we keep his law, then

he would not be giving it because he had
promised to do so. In reality, however,
God gave Abraham this gift because he
had freely promised to give it.
19

So why did God later give his law to us?
God gave his law to teach us that we all deliberately break it. And looking forward,
God gave the law for the time when a descendent of Abraham would come. That
descendent is the one who receives the
promise that was made before to Abraham. The angels protected and applied
the law by the authority of the one who
would stand between God and people. 20
Now, when one person speaks directly
with another, there is no mediator. And
God himself made his promises directly to
Abraham.
21

So do the words of the law speak against
what God promises? Certainly not. If we
could obey the law and then live forever
with God, then he certainly would have
regarded us as good in his sight. 22 But
that was impossible. Instead, because we
sin, the law in the scriptures controls us—
and all things—just as if we were in prison.
So when God promised to free us from
that prison, he was speaking about anyone who believes in Jesus Christ. 23 Before God revealed the good news about
how people should trust in Christ, his law
was like a soldier who kept us in prison,
unable to move about. 24 Like a father protects his small child by telling a slave to
take care of him, God was supervising us
by his law until Christ came. He did this so
that he might now declare us good in his
sight, if we trust in Christ. 25 But now that
we can trust in Christ, we no longer need
God’s law to supervise us.
26

I say this because you are all God’s children because you have trusted in Christ
Jesus. 27 All of you who trust in Christ
and were baptized so that you are joined
to him, have taken on the characteris-
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tics of Christ’s life. 28 If you are believers, it does not matter to God if you are
Jews or non-Jews, slaves or free persons,
males or females, because all of you are
together joined to Christ Jesus. 29 Furthermore, since you belong to Christ, he
makes you into descendants of Abraham,
and you will receive everything that God
has promised him and us.

Chapter 4
1

Now, I will further discuss children and
heirs. An heir is a son who will later possess all that his father has. But as long as
that heir is a child, he is like a slave whom
others control. 2 Until the day that his
father has previously determined, other
persons supervise the child and manage
his property. 3 Likewise, when we were
like young children, we were under the
evil rules that everyone in this world lives
by. Those rules controlled us like masters
control their slaves. 4 But when the time
that God had determined arrived, he sent
Jesus, his Son, into the world. Jesus was
born to a human mother, and he had to
obey the law. 5 God sent Jesus to rescue us
from the law controlling us. He did this
6
Beto adopt us as his own children.
cause you are now God’s sons, he sent the
Spirit of his Son to live in each of us. It is
his Spirit who enables us to call God, “Father, our dear Father!” This shows that
we are God’s sons. 7 So, because of what
God has done, no longer is each of you
like a slave. Instead, each of you is a child
of God. Since each of you is now God’s
child, God will also give you all that he has
promised. God himself will do it!
8

When you did not know God, you worshiped gods that really did not really exist.
You were their slaves. 9 But now you do
know God as your God. Perhaps it would

be better, however, to say that now God
knows each of you. So why are you returning again to follow the weak and worthless evil rules of this world? You do not really want to become their slaves all over
again, do you? 10 It actually seems that
you do! You are once more obeying what
others insist you should do on certain special days and at special times in certain
months, seasons, and years. 11 I worry
about you! I worked so hard for you, but
12
it seems that it was all for nothing.
My fellow believers, I strongly urge you to
become like me, because I do not let the
law control me. I became like you nonJews when I became free from the law, so
you too should free yourselves from the
gods. When I ﬁrst went to you, you did
not harm me at all, but now you are making me worry about you very much.
13

You remember that the ﬁrst time I told
you the good news, I did it because I was
sick. 14 Although you might have despised
me because I was sick, you did not reject
me. Instead, you welcomed me like you
would welcome an angel that came from
God. You welcomed me like you would
welcome Christ Jesus himself! 15 But now
you are no longer happy! I know for certain that you would have done anything
to help me. You would have torn out your
own eyes and given them to me, if that
would have helped me! 16 That is why I
have become so sad now. You seem to
think that I have become your enemy because I have continued to tell the truth
17
Those who are
about Christ to you.
insisting on obeying the Jewish laws are
trying to get you to follow them, but they
are not doing it for your good. They want
to keep you away from me, because they
want you to follow them, not me. 18 Well,
it is good to insist on doing the right things;
you should do this always, and not only
when I am with you. But make sure it
is the right people who are teaching you
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what to do! 19 You who are like my chilBut one day you will shout with joy
dren, once again I am very worried about
even though you have no children
you, and I will continue to be worried unnow.
til you become like Christ. 20 But I do wish
Like a woman who cannot give birth to
that I could be with you now and that I
might talk more gently with you, because children,
right now I do not know what to do about
and you feel deserted.
you.
You will have more children than
21
Let me try to explain this again. Some
any woman with a husband could
of you desire to obey all the law of God,
but do you really pay attention to what the have borne.”
law says? 22 In the law we read that Abra- 28
Now, my fellow believers, you have
ham became the father of two sons. His
become children of God because you befemale slave, Hagar, bore one son, and his
lieved in what God promised to give to
wife Sarah, who was not a slave, bore the
us. You are like Isaac, who was born beother. 23 Ishmael, the son born by Hagar,
cause Abraham had believed in what God
the female slave, was conceived naturally.
promised to give to him. 29 But long ago
But Isaac, the son born by Sarah, who was
Abraham’s son Ishmael, who was born
not a slave, was conceived miraculously
naturally, caused trouble for Abraham’s
because God had promised Abraham that
son Isaac, who was born because the Holy
he would have a son. 24 Now these two
Spirit made it happen. It is the same way
women symbolize two covenants. God
now. The people who are slaves to God’s
made the ﬁrst covenant with the people
law persecute those of us who trust in
of Israel at Mount Sinai. That covenant rewhat Christ has promised to give us. 30
quires the Israelites to live like a slave to
But these are the words in the scriptures:
the law. So Hagar, the female slave, sym“The son of the woman who was not a
bolizes this covenant. 25 So Hagar symslave will inherit what his father owns.
bolizes Mount Sinai, in the land of AraThe slave boy will inherit nothing. So send
bia. But Hagar also symbolizes the city of
away from this place the female slave and
Jerusalem as it is today. This is because
her son!” 31 My fellow believers, we are
Jerusalem is like a slave mother: She and
not children who have a slave woman as
all her children—that is, her people—are
our mother, but we are the children who
like slaves, because they all must obey the
are born from a woman who was free, and
law that God gave to Israel at Mount Sinai.
so are we are free too!
26
But there is a new Jerusalem in heaven,
and that city is like a mother of all us who
believe in Christ, and that city is free! 27
That new Jerusalem will have many more
people than the old Jerusalem. This is be1
cause the prophet Isaiah wrote,
Christ set us free from the law so that

Chapter 5

”You who live in Jerusalem, you must it may control us no longer. So stop anyone who says you are still slaves to the
rejoice!
law, and do not let the law control you
Now you have no children,
like slaves again. 2 Consider very carelike a woman who cannot have chil- fully what I, Paul, an apostle, now tell you.
dren!
If you let anyone circumcise you, what
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Christ has done for you will not help you
at all! 3 Once again I solemnly declare to
every man whom they have circumcised,
that he must obey the law perfectly, for
God to declare him good in his sight. 4 If
you expect God to declare you good in his
sight because you try to keep the law, you
have separated yourself from Christ; God
will no longer act kindly toward you. 5
We whom God’s Spirit enables us to trust
in Christ are conﬁdently waiting for the
time when God will declare us good in His
sight. 6 God is not concerned whether we
are circumcised or not circumcised. Instead, God is concerned about whether we
trust in Christ, with the result that we love
others because we trust in him.

free so you could sin. Instead, love and
serve each other, because you are now
free to do that! 14 Remember something
that Jesus said. He said all the law means
this: “Love each person like you love yourself.” 15 So if you attack and harm each
other like wild animals, you might completely destroy each other.
16

So I tell you this: Always let God’s
Spirit lead you. If you do that, you will
not sin, as normal human beings want
to do. 17 When you want to sin, you go
against God’s Spirit. And God’s Spirit goes
against what normal humans want. These
two are always ﬁghting against each other.
The result is that you do not always do the
good things that you truly desire to do. 18
7
You were following Christ so well! Who But when God’s Spirit leads you, the law
stopped you from obeying his true mes- does not control you.
sage? 8 God, the one who chose you, is
19
Now what normal human beings want
not the one who is persuading you to think
like this! 9 This false teaching that some- to do is easy to see. They commit evil
one is teaching you is in danger of spread- sexual actions, sexual actions that even
ing to all of you, just like a little yeast in go against what is natural, and they de20
the dough causes it all to swell up. 10 I am sire things that are against good laws.
certain that the Lord Jesus will keep you They also worship false gods and things
from believing in anything else except his that represent those gods. They try to get
true good news. God will certainly pun- evil spirits to act for them. People are hosish anyone who is confusing you by teach- tile to others. People quarrel with each
ing this false message, whoever he is. 11 other. People are jealous. People behave
But, my fellow believers, maybe someone angrily. People try to get others to think
is saying that I still teach that you must let highly of them and do not consider what
them circumcise you. I certainly taught others want. People do not associate with
that before I followed Christ, but I am not others. People associate only with those
21
teaching that any longer. But what they who agree with them. People want what
are saying cannot be true; otherwise, no others have. People get drunk. People get
one would be persecuting me now. No, I drunk and riot. And they do other things
tell you that if people think they have to like these. I warn you now, just like I
be circumcised to follow Christ, then the warned you previously, that the ones who
fact that Christ died on the cross no longer constantly act and think like this will not
make any difference to them. 12 I wish receive what God has for his own people
that those who are confusing you would when he reveals himself to everyone as
king. 22 But as we grow in trusting Christ,
go all the way and castrate themselves!
God’s Spirit starts causing us to love oth13
My fellow believers, God has called you ers. We are joyful. We are peaceful. We
to set you free. But do not think he set you are patient. We are kind. We are good. We
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are ones whom others can trust. 23 We are
gentle. We control our behavior. There is
no law that says people should not think
and act in such ways. 24 Furthermore, we
who belong to Christ Jesus have stopped
allowing ourselves to do the evil things
that we did in the past. It is as though we
had nailed them to a cross and killed these
evil things!
25

Since God’s Spirit has enabled us to live
in a new way, we should behave as the
Spirit leads us. 26 We should not be proud
about ourselves. We should not make
each other angry. We should not envy
each other.

Chapter 6

11

1

My fellow believers, if you discover that
a brother or sister is doing wrong, those of
you whom God’s Spirit is directing should
gently correct that person. Furthermore,
as you correct another person, you should
be very careful so that you do not sin either. 2 When there are brothers or sisters
who have problems, you should help each
other. By doing that, you will do what
3
Christ commands.
I say this because
people who think more highly of themselves than they should merely fool themselves. 4 Instead, each of you should constantly test and decide if you can approve
what you yourself are doing and thinking.
You can be proud because what you yourself have done is good, and not because
what you have done is better than what
anyone else has done. 5 I say this because
you must each perform your own individual tasks.
6

will harvest exactly the kind of crop that
he plants, God will pay back people according to what they have done. 8 God
will punish eternally those who commit
the sins that they wish to. But those who
please God’s Spirit will live forever with
God because of what God’s Spirit does for
them. 9 But we should not tire of doing
what pleases God, because eventually, at
the time that God has determined, we will
receive a reward, if we do not stop doing
the good things that we have been doing.
10
So whenever we have opportunities, we
should do what is good to all people. But
especially we should do what is good to all
our fellow believers.

If fellow believers teach you the truth
about God, then you should share your
possessions with them. 7 You should not
deceive yourselves. Remember that no
one can deceive God. Just like a farmer

I am now writing this last part of this
letter to you in my own handwriting. Notice the large letters with which I am now
writing. 12 Some Jewish believers want to
circumcise you so that the other Jews will
think highly of them for making converts
to Judaism. But they are doing this just so
that the others will not persecute them for
believing that Christ died on the cross to
save us. 13 The reason that I say this is that
not even those people keep the law of God;
instead, they want to circumcise you so
they can boast that they have made more
converts to the Jewish faith. 14 I myself,
however, desire very much never to boast
about anything like that. The only thing
I will be proud about is our Lord Jesus
Christ and his dying on the cross. When
he died on the cross, he made everything
the unbelievers wish for to be nothing in
my sight, and he made what I wish for to
be nothing in their sight. 15 I will be very
proud about that, because God does not
care whether people are circumcised or
not. Instead, he cares only that he changes
them into new people. 16 May God give
peace and act kindly toward all who live
like this. These believers are the true nation of Israel that belongs to God!
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17

I say that people have persecuted me
for declaring the truth about Jesus, and as
a result I have scars on my body, unlike
your new teachers. So let no one trouble
me about these matters again!
18

My fellow believers, may our Lord Jesus
Christ kindly be good to all of you. Amen!
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EPHESIANS
Chapter 1
1

I, Paul, write this letter to my dear fellow
believers whom God has set apart for himself, and who are loyal to Christ Jesus—
I am writing to the fellow believers who
are living in the city of Ephesus. I am
Paul, whom God chose and whom God
sent to you as an apostle of Christ Jesus. 2 I
pray that God our Father and Jesus Christ
our Lord will give you his kindness and
peace.
3

Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! He has caused us great joy through
every kind of heavenly spiritual blessing
that Christ gives to us. 4 Before God created the world he chose us to be his people
through Christ, who set us apart for God
to live blamelessly in his sight. 5 Because
he loves us, God planned long ago to adopt
us as his own children because of what Jesus Christ has done. He planned to adopt
us because it pleased him to have us as his
children, so he did what he wanted to do. 6
Because of this we now praise God for his
amazing kindness given to us by his Son
whom he loves, kindness that we did not
deserve.
7

Jesus has freed us as if he purchased
us out of a slave market. He freed us by
his death; that is, God has forgiven us of
our sins, because he has been very, very
kind to us. 8 He has been very kind to
us, and he has given us every kind of wisdom. 9 God has now explained the secret
of his plan. He has helped us to know the
great work of Christ that he had planned.
He did that because he chose to do it in
that way, and he showed us what Christ
would do for us. 10 God planned that at the
time that he appointed he would unite all
things in heaven and all things on earth,

and Christ would be the one who will rule
11
them.
Long ago God chose to unite
us to Christ. He planned to do this, and
he always does exactly what he wishes to
do. 12 God did that so that we who believe in Christ would live to give praise
to God’s glory. We were the ﬁrst ones to
13
trust in Christ.
It was in Christ that
you also, after you had heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation—it was
in him that you also have believed and
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.
14
The Holy Spirit is proof that we will receive all that God has promised. All this is
great reason to praise him!
15

Because God has done so much for you,
and because I heard how you trust in the
Lord Jesus and love all whom God has
chosen for himself, 16 I have not stopped
thanking God for you and praying for you
often. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father who lives in shining light, may help you think wisely and
understand everything about what he reveals to you. 18 I pray that God may teach
you about what he wants to do for us, and
why we know he is speaking the truth. I
pray that we may know how great are the
things he promises to give to us and to
everyone whom he will choose to belong
to himself. 19 And I pray that you will
know how very powerfully God acts for
us who are trusting in Christ. He works
powerfully for us, 20 just like he acted powerfully for Christ when he caused Christ
to become alive again after he died, and
raised him to the place of highest honor
in heaven. 21 In that place, Christ rules
as supreme over every powerful spirit on
every level of authority and over every
name that exists. Jesus is much higher
than any other being, not only now, but
22
God has put all beings unforever.
der the rule of Christ, as if they were all
under his feet. And God has appointed
Christ as the ruler over everything among

1644

EPHESIANS
all believers everywhere. 23 It is as if all
believers together were Christ’s own body.
He ﬁlls all believers everywhere with his
power, just as he ﬁlls all the universe with
his power.

Chapter 2
1

Before you trusted Christ you were powerless to obey God. You were as helpless as
a person who is dead. 2 You were like most
people in the world today, and you, too,
did what Satan wants—Satan is the ruler
the evil spirits who have such power over
the world. Satan is the evil spirit who is
at work in the lives of people who disobey
God. 3 We were at one time among those
who disobeyed God; we did the evil things
that we desired, things that would bring
pleasure to our bodies and our minds. So
God was very angry with us, just as with
the others.
4

But God acts very mercifully, and he
loves us very much. 5 We were like dead
people, powerless to obey God, but then
he made us live again by joining us to
Christ. God has saved us because he has
been very, very kind to us. 6 He raised us
up from among those who are like dead
people, and he gave us seats of honor to
rule with Christ Jesus in heavenly places.
7
He did this to show in future times how
kind he has been to us, for we are joined
to Christ Jesus.
8

For God has saved you from his punishment by his extreme kindness given to
you because you trust Jesus. You have not
saved yourselves; this is a gift from God—
9
a gift that no one can earn, so no one can
boast and say that he has saved himself.
10
So God has created us as new people
joined to Christ Jesus, so we can do good
things—things that God planned long ago
for us to do.

11

Do not forget that you non-Jewish believers were previously called Gentiles because you were not born as Jews. The
Jews insulted you by calling you “uncircumcised pagans.” They call themselves
“the circumcision”; by this they mean that
they, not you, are God’s people, although
circumcision is something that only humans do, not God. 12 At that time, you did
not have any part of Christ and you were
not part of his people Israel. You did not
know God’s promises and law. You did
not have conﬁdence in the future that God
promised you, and as you lived your lives,
you did not know God. 13 But now because of what Christ Jesus has done, you
have been able to trust in him because
Christ agreed to die on the cross.
14

Christ has brought peace and unity between Jews and non-Jews by destroying
the barrier between us, as if he had destroyed a wall of hate that separated our
peoples from one another. 15 He made
it no longer necessary for us to obey all
the Jewish laws and commandments. He
made Jews and non-Jews into one people
instead of two because he made peace between us. 16 Jesus caused Jews and nonJews together to both become friends with
God in one new group of believers. By dying on the cross, Jesus made it possible for
17
Jethem to stop hating each other.
sus came and proclaimed the gospel that
brings peace with God; he proclaimed it
both to you non-Jews, who did not know
about God, and to us Jews, who did know
about God. 18 Through Jesus both Jews
and non-Jews now can speak with the Father because God’s Spirit lives in all believers.
19

Therefore now you non-Jews are no
longer strangers and foreigners to God’s
people, but instead you are fellow members with those whom God has set apart
for himself, and you belong to God’s fam-
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ily for whom God is the Father. 20 You
are like stones that God has made to be
part of his building, and the building is
built on what the apostles and prophets
taught. The most important stone, the cornerstone, of the building is Christ Jesus
himself. 21 Jesus is increasing his family
of believers and ﬁtting them together like
a temple of stones is built and ﬁt together,
increasing as the Lord joins new believers
to himself. 22 Jesus is building you up together, both Jews and non-Jews, into one
family in which God lives by means of his
Spirit.

kindness and mercy to proclaim to nonJews the good news about what Christ has
done for us, which is so much that no one
can learn all about it. 9 My mission is
to explain to everyone what God’s plan
is, something that God has kept hidden
from long ago, from the time when he created everything. 10 What God has wisely
planned, he has even shown to powerful angels in heaven through his people
who trust in Christ. 11 That is what God
had always planned for eternity, and it is
what he accomplished through the work
12
of Christ Jesus our Lord.
So now
when we pray, we can come to God conﬁdently and without being afraid, because
we trust in Jesus, who has fulﬁlled God’s
plan. 13 So I ask that you do not be discour1
Because God has done all this for you aged because of my suffering many things
non-Jews, Christ Jesus has put me, Paul, in for you here in prison, which actually end
prison for your sake. 2 I assume that you up honoring you.
know that God has honored me by giving 14
Because God has done all this for you, I
me a certain task to do for your sake. 3
kneel and pray to God our Father. 15 He is
He gave me this task because of the secret
the one who gives every family in heaven
truth about which I wrote to you brieﬂy; 4
and on the earth their name. 16 I pray
when you read what I have already writbecause of his great power that God will
ten brieﬂy about that, you will be able to
give you power and will strengthen you
understand that I clearly understand the
by his Spirit who lives in your spirits. 17 I
truth about Christ. 5 Formerly, God did
pray that Christ may live in your hearts benot fully reveal the good news that was to
cause you trust in him, and that you will
come to anyone. It was something that no
be like a ﬁrmly rooted tree and a building
one understood, but now his Spirit has refounded upon stone, 18 so that you may be
vealed the good news to his apostles and
fully able to understand, along with the all
prophets whom the Spirit called to serve
those set apart for God, how wide and long
6
This hidden truth is that the
God.
and high and deep is the love of Christ. 19
non-Jews now share together with Jews
For this love is so great that we cannot unthe spiritual riches of God, and belong
derstand it, but because of this love, I pray
to the same group of God’s people, and
that God may ﬁll you all with himself.
will share all the things God has promised
them because they are joined to Christ 20 God is able to do much greater things
Jesus—this is the gospel. 7 I am now God’s than we usually ask him to do, or even
servant to spread the good news, a work I that we might think that he can do, bedid not deserve to do, but which God gave cause of his power that is working within
me working in me with his power.
us. 21 May all believers assembled to wor-

Chapter 3

8

Although I am the least worthy of all ship God, and Christ Jesus himself, honor
God’s people, God has enabled me by his God more than they honor anything else.
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May all believers from all generations of the one who was cruciﬁed for our sins,
history praise him forever and ever! So came back to life, and ascended to the
let it be done.
most exalted position in heaven, in order
11
that he might control everything.
He appointed some believers to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and
some to lead and others to teach the
groups of believers. 12 This was to prepare
1
Therefore, from this prison where I am
God’s people to do God’s work and serve
because I proclaim the Lord Jesus, I urge
others, so that all the people who belong
you whom God has chosen to live in a
to Christ might become spiritually strong
way that honors Jesus, who called you. 2 13
He wants all of us believers to be united
Humbly and gently and patiently serve
together as we all trust in him and grow to
the needs of one another because you love
fully understand him. He wants us to beeach other. 3 Do all you can to remain
come mature believers, together, growing
united with one another by peacefully livto become perfect, as he himself is perfect.
ing together with each other. 4 All believ- 14
Once we are mature, we will no longer
ers form one group, and there is only one
be ignorant of what is true, like little chilHoly Spirit, and you were chosen to conﬁdren. We will no longer follow every new
dently wait for God to fulﬁll His promises
teaching, like a boat is blown around by
to you. 5 There is only one Lord, Jesus
the wind and waves. We will not allow
Christ, and there is one faith, that is the
people who teach what is false to trick us
trust we have in God; and there is only one
and deceive us. 15 Instead, we will live by
true Christian baptism. 6 There is one God,
loving God and trusting his true teachings,
the true Father of all. He rules over everyand we will become more and more like
one, and he is working through all events,
Christ in every way. He controls his peoand he is working within everything that
ple like a person’s head controls his body.
happens.
16
He enables all believers everywhere to
7
God has generously given to each be- grow together and love each other, like a
liever spiritual gifts that Christ has mea- person’s body ﬁts together and holds tosured out to us as he wishes. 8 This is simi- gether by the joints that connect the body
lar to what the psalmist said about God re- together, which allows the body to grow
ceiving tribute money from those whom and build itself up because the parts of
he had conquered,
body depend upon each other.

Chapter 4

When he ascended to his city at the top 17 By the authority of the Lord Jesus, I
of the mountain,
strongly aﬃrm that you must no longer
live like the unbelieving non-Jews do. The
he led the captives into captivity
futile way they think directs them how to
and gave their gifts of tribute to his peolive. 18 They are unable to think clearly
ple.
about what is right or wrong. They cannot
9
The words “he ascended” certainly make comprehend obeying God because they
us know that Christ had also previously refuse to listen to his message, and so they
descended to the earth from heaven, like do not have the eternal life that Jesus gives
God’s anointed king coming down from us. 19 They have chosen to do shameful
Jerusalem to ﬁght. 10 Christ, who de- things their bodies desire without stopscended to earth to conquer evil, is also ping. They commit all kinds of immoral
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acts and are obsessed with them more and
more, and they are greedy for anything
they desire.
20

But when you learned about Christ you
did not learn to live like that. 21 Now
that you have heard about Jesus and he
has taught you, you know that his way is
the true way to live. 22 Jesus taught that
you must stop living the way you used to
live. You were like corpses that were decaying because you were deceiving yourselves with what you desired. 23 You must
let God change your spirits and how you
think. 24 You must start living like new persons. God has created you as new persons.
You are set apart for him. He created you
to live in the right way, to be truly dedicated to God.
25

Therefore, quit lying to one another.
As the scripture says, “Speak truthfully
to one another because we now are each
other’s fellow believers.” We now belong
to one another in God’s family. 26 If you get
angry, do not let your anger become sin.
Before the end of the day, stop being angry
27
so that you will not allow the devil to attack you. 28 Those who have been stealing
must not steal any longer. Instead, they
must work hard to earn their living by
their own efforts, so that they may have
something to give to those who are needy.
29
Do not use foul language. Instead, say
good things that will help people when
they need help, things that help those who
hear. 30 Do not make the Holy Spirit of God
sad by how you live. He has promised that
God will one day rescue us from this world
of evil. 31 Do not be resentful at all toward
others. Do not become angry in any way
or shout abusively at others. Never slander others. Never plan evil toward others. 32 Be kind to one another. Act mercifully toward each other. Forgive each
other, just like God forgave you because
of what Christ has done.

Chapter 5
1

Imitate God because he loves us, because
you are his children. 2 Live by loving others just like Christ loved us when he gave
himself up on the cross as the offering and
sacriﬁce to God for our sins, which was
very pleasing to God. 3 Do not suggest
any kind of immoral act and do not desire what others have or wrong things others do. Such sins can cause people to say
bad things about God’s people, who are
together set apart for God, not for sin. 4
Do not tell obscene stories to others or say
foolish things or joke about committing
sins. Such things are not what people who
belong to God talk about. Instead, thank
God for his love when you talk to others.
5
You can be sure of this: No person who
is sexually immoral or indecent, or who
is greedy (for this is the same as worshiping idols) will be among God’s people over
whom Christ rules as king. 6 Do not let
anyone deceive you with false arguments.
Because they do these sinful things, God
will be angry with the people who disobey
him.
7

So do not join with those who do these
kinds of sins. 8 Before you believed in the
Lord Jesus, you were living in sinful disobedience, as if a dark night surrounded
you all the time. But now live in the light
of the Lord. 9 Like light produces good
things, so also those who live in the light of
Jesus know and do what is good, right, and
true. 10 Test and ﬁnd out what pleases the
Lord. 11 Do not participate together with
those who are doing the worthless deeds
done in spiritual darkness. Instead, just
say, “Those sinful acts are worthless,” 12
because the evil things people do in the
secret of darkness are too shameful to describe in the light. 13 Everything that light
exposes can then be clearly seen and better understood 14 because the light shows
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what it truly is. It is like when God’s word power of his word Jesus puriﬁed believexplains the sins that destroy people and ers by removing the punishment for our
Jesus who forgives and renews people. So sins, as if he had washed us with water.
27
believers say,
Now Christ can present all believers to
himself as a completely clean, forgiven,
”Wake up from your sleep
faultless group, without sin. 28 Each man
and arise from living like dead people. should love his wife as he loves his own
body. When men love their wives, it is
Christ will enable you to understand
as though they loved themselves, 29-30 behis forgiveness and new life.”
cause no one ever hated his own body. In15
So be very careful how you live. Do not stead, he feeds his own body and cares
behave as foolish people do. Instead, be- for it, just like Christ also cares for all us
have as wise people do. 16 Use the time believers in his worldwide assembly. We
you have on earth wisely because the days have become one31group of believers that
The scriptures say this
here are ﬁlled with evil. 17 So do not belongs to him.
be foolish. Instead, understand what the about people who marry:
Lord Jesus wants you to do, and do it!

18

Do not become drunk by drinking alcoholic drinks, which can ruin your life.
Instead, let God’s Spirit control what you
do at all times. 19 Sing to each other
Psalms, and sing songs about Christ, and
sing songs that God’s Spirit gives you. Sing
these Psalms and other songs from your
hearts to praise the Lord Jesus. 20 At all
times thank God the Father for everything
because of what the Lord Jesus Christ has
done for you. 21 Humbly submit yourselves to each other because you honor
Christ.
22-23

Wives should submit to their own husband’s leadership as they do to the Lord
Jesus, because the husband is the leader
of the wife as also Christ is the leader of
the worldwide assembly of believers. He
is the Savior who has saved all believers
from being condemned for their sins. 24
Just as all believers submit themselves to
the authority of Christ, the women must
submit themselves completely to the authority of their husbands.
25

“When a man and a woman marry,
they should permanently leave their fathers and mothers. They should be joined
as husband and wife, and the two of them
will become as though they were one person.”
32

It is diﬃcult to understand the meaning
of these things that God has now revealed,
but I am telling you about Christ’s love for
his worldwide assembly of believers. 33
However, as for you, each man must love
his wife just as he loves himself, and each
woman must respect her husband.

Chapter 6
1

You children, because you belong to the
Lord Jesus, obey your parents, because it
is right for you to do that. 2 God commanded in the scriptures,
“Greatly respect your father and mother.”
That is the ﬁrst law that God commanded
in which he also promised something. He
promised,

Each of you husbands, love your wife 3
“If you do that, you will prosper, and you
as Christ loved all believers and gave up
will live a long time on the earth.”
his own life for us on the cross, 26 so that
he might set us apart for himself. By the 4 You parents, do not treat your children
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so severely that they become angry. Instead, bring them up well by instructing
them and by disciplining them in the manner that the Lord Jesus wants you to do.
5

You slaves, obey those who are your masters here on the earth. Obey them very respectfully and sincerely just like you obey
Christ. 6 Obey them not only when they
are watching you. Instead, obey them
as though you were slaves of Christ, not
slaves of your masters. Do enthusiastically what God wants you to do. 7 Happily
serve your masters, as you would serve
the Lord Jesus, not as you would serve ordinary people. 8 Do this because you know
that one day the Lord Jesus will reward
each person for whatever good deeds that
person has done. It makes no difference
whether that person was slave or free.
9

You masters, just like your slaves should
serve you well, you must treat them well.
Stop threatening them. Do not forget that
the one who is their Lord and your Lord
is in heaven. He judges whether you have
done right without preferring one person
over another.
10

Finally, rely completely on the Lord Jesus to strengthen you spiritually by his
own mighty power. 11 Just like a soldier
puts on all his armor, you should use every resource from God to successfully resist the devil when he cleverly schemes
against you. 12 We are not ﬁghting against
other humans, but instead we are battling
against all kinds of demonic rulers and
evil spirits who live in spiritual darkness.
13
Therefore, just as a soldier puts on all
his armor, so also you must put on all of
the armor of God so that you can stand
against evil in this time of evil on earth.
With God’s armor, you can ﬁght against attacks of evil and live for God.

breastplate, you put on your breastplate
by doing what God has commanded you
to do. 15 Just as soldiers put on their boots,
be ready to go anywhere you are needed
for the sake of the gospel. You carry the
gospel with you everwhere you go, and
you bring peace with you everywhere. 16
As the soldier takes up a shield for protection, so you take up the shield of faith,
and that shield will put out the ﬂaming
darts that the evil one will shoot at you.
Your shield will protect you. 17 As the soldier puts on a helmet to protect his head,
your helmet of protection is your salvation. The soldier has a sword, but your
sword is the word of God, which is “the
sword of the Spirit.” 18 And let God’s Spirit
direct you in how you pray and what you
pray for. Keep praying to God at all times
and keep asking God to meet the needs
that other people have. If you are going
to be effective in your prayers, you must
keep spiritually alert. Take special care to
19
And
pray for all God’s holy people.
pray for me. Pray that God will tell me
what I should say whenever I speak, in order that I may boldly tell others the good
news about Christ. People did not know
that message before, but God has now revealed it to me. 20 I am a representative
of Christ because of that, here in prison.
Pray that when I tell others about Christ, I
may speak without being afraid, because
that is how I ought to speak.
21

In order that you may know about what
is happening to me and what I am doing,
I am sending Tychicus to you with this letter. He will tell you everything that is happening here. He is a fellow believer whom
we all love very much, and he serves the
Lord Jesus faithfully. 22 That is the reason
that I am sending him to you; I want you
to know how my companions and I are. I
14
Stand ﬁrm as a soldier is on guard. want him to comfort and encourage you.
Wear truth like the soldier fastens his belt
around his waist; and as he puts on a 23 I pray that God our Father and the Lord
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Jesus Christ may cause all of you fellow believers to have inner peace, to love each
other, and to have faith in God. 24 May God
give his grace to all people who love our
Lord Jesus Christ without ceasing.
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because God has declared you good in his
sight because of Jesus Christ. Then other
people will see how you honor God.

Chapter 1

12

1

I, Paul, am writing this to the dear fellow
believers who live in the city of Philippi.
We, Paul and Timothy, are sending this letter to all of you in Philippi whom God has
set apart for himself, you who are joined
to Christ Jesus. We are also sending this
letter to the overseers and deacons who
are serving there. 2 We pray that God our
Father and Jesus Christ our Lord will be
kind to you and give you peace.
3

I thank my God as I pray to him, whenever I think about you. 4 I am constantly
praying for you with joy 5 and thanking
God because you are working with Timothy, me, and others in proclaiming the
good news from the ﬁrst day you believed
until now. 6 I know that God is doing very
good things among you. I am completely
conﬁdent that he will ﬁnish those things
at the time when Jesus Christ returns. 7
It is right for me to feel this way about
you because I love you from my heart.
You have been partners with me in carrying out the work that God kindly gave
me to do, whether now as I am in prison,
or when I speak in public about the good
news and show people that it is true. 8 God
sees how deeply I desire to be with you,
just as I deeply love you all, just as Christ
Jesus tenderly loves us all.
9

My fellow believers, I want you to know
that the hard things I have suffered have
not prevented me from proclaiming the
good news to people. Instead, my hardships have enabled even more people to
hear the good news about Christ. 13 In
particular, all the military guards here in
Rome and many other people in this city
now know that I am a prisoner because I
proclaim the good news about Christ. 14
Also, most of the believers here now proclaim the good news about Jesus more
courageously and fearlessly because they
trust the Lord more ﬁrmly to help them.
They speak about Jesus more conﬁdently
because they have seen the Lord help me
in prison to speak the good news.
15

Some people are proclaiming the good
news because they are jealous and they
want believers to honor them rather than
me. But others are proclaiming the good
news because they love Christ and they
want people who have not heard the good
news to hear it. 16 Those who proclaim
the good news because they love Christ
know that God appointed me to speak in
public and explain why the good news is
true. 17 But those who are proclaiming
the good news about Christ for selﬁsh reasons do not have good reasons for doing
so. They believe they are causing me more
suffering while I am here in prison. 18
But it does not matter! People are proclaiming the good news about Christ, either for good reasons or for bad reasons.
So I am rejoicing that people are spreading the message about Jesus Christ! And I
will continue to rejoice in that!

I am praying for you, that you might
love each other more and more, and that
you might know and understand why God
wants you to do so. 10 I also pray that
God will enable you to know what you
should believe and the best ways in which
you should act. I pray for this so that you 19 I will rejoice because I know that God
might be honest and blameless at the time will free me from prison. He will do this
when Christ returns. 11 I also pray that you because you are praying for me and bewill always do the things that you can do cause the Spirit of Jesus Christ is helping
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Chapter 2

me. 20 I eagerly and conﬁdently expect
that in no way will I fail to do what I
should do. Instead, I will have courage 1
Since Christ encourages us, since he
now, just as in the past. I will honor Christ
loves us and comforts us, since God’s
with my body, whether I live or die.
Spirit fellowships with us, and since Christ
is very merciful to us, 2 make me com21
As for me, I live to honor Christ. But if I pletely happy by doing the following
die, it will be even better for me. 22 On the things: Agree with one another, love one
other hand, if I continue to live here in my another, act together as one person, and
3
body in this world, I will be able to serve try to accomplish the same things.
Christ here. So I do not know whether I Never try to make yourselves more imprefer to live or to die. 23 I cannot choose portant than others nor boast about what
which I prefer, living or dying. I long to you are doing. Instead, be humble, and
die and leave this world and go to be with in particular, honor one another more
4
Christ, because to be with Christ would be than you honor yourselves. Each one of
very much better for anyone. 24 But it is you should not only be concerned about
more necessary that I remain alive here your needs. You should also be concerned
on earth because you still need me to help about other people and help them when
you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I they have needs.
know that I will remain alive with you all 5 Think the same way as Christ Jesus
to help you rejoice and trust Christ more. thinks:
26
So you should be happy about me be6
Although he is deserving of all the honcause of Christ Jesus when I am once again
ors that God should receive,
with you.
he took his honors and laid them down,
and did not hold on to them.
27
Most importantly, behave in front of
7
Instead, he gave up everything,
the people who live around you in a way
taking on the qualities of a servant,
that shows that you honor the good news
about Christ. Do this so that whether or
and he became a human being.
not I come and see you, how you live will
8
And he humbled himself by taking on
make me happy. They should tell me that
you together are doing your best to be- human form,
lieve and live as the good news teaches us.
and in his humility he obeyed God
28
Do not let any of those people who are
even though obedience to God meant
against you frighten you! When you are
he had to die,
courageous and resist them, this will show
and he died a terrible death, the death
them that God will destroy them but will
29
God is kind to you: He is al- of a criminal, death on the cross.
save you.
9
lowing you to suffer for Christ as well as
Because of Christ’s obedience to him,
30
to trust in him.
You are having to re- God honored him very much;
sist those who oppose the good news, just
he honored him more than anyone else
like you saw that I had to resist such people there in Philippi, and just like you hear who has ever lived,
10
so that when everyone hears the
that I still have to resist such people here
name “Jesus”
now.
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everyone will bow down to honor him, about what Jesus Christ considers important. 22 But you know Timothy’s proven
people who are in heaven, and on earth,
character, because as a son with a father
and under the earth;
he served me in the gospel. 23 I conﬁdently
11
so that everyone will say the same expect to send Timothy to you as soon as I
praises,
know what will happen to me. 24 And because I believe that the Lord wants this to
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
happen, I am conﬁdent that they will soon
and they will praise God the Father be- release me, and that I will come to you mycause of him.
self.
12

My dear friends, as you always obeyed
God when I was with you, now that I
am apart from you, obey him even more.
Honor God together, be humble, and do
your best to live as those whom God is saving. 13 For God is working in your hearts
so that you will want to do and then actually do the good things that please him.
14

Do everything without complaining
or arguing, 15 so that you neither do
nor think of anything wrong as you live
among unbelievers, since many of these
are wicked people who call evil good.
Among these wicked people you should
be like the stars at night that shine in the
midst of darkness. 16 Keep trusting in the
message that can make you live forever. If
you do this, I will rejoice at the time when
Christ returns, because then I will know
that I did not work among you uselessly.
17

And I will greatly rejoice with you all,
even if they kill me, and my blood pours
out like something I offer to God. It will be
in addition to what you sacriﬁce to God because you trust in him. 18 In the same way
you, too, should rejoice together with me!
19

I am trusting in the Lord Jesus to be
able to send Timothy to you soon. I hope
that when he returns, he will encourage
me by telling me about what God is doing in your lives. 20 I have no one else
like Timothy who genuinely cares for you.
21
All the others whom I might send to
you are concerned only about their own
matters. They are not concerned enough

25

I believe that I must send Epaphroditus
back to you. He is a fellow believer and
my fellow worker and soldier for Christ,
and your messenger and servant whom
you sent to help me in my need. 26 When
Epaphroditus learned that you heard he
was sick, he became very worried and began longing to be there with all of you at
Philippi. 27 Indeed, he was so sick that he
almost died, but he did not die. Instead,
God was very kind to him and also to me,
so that I would not have a reason to grieve
much. 28 So I am sending him back to
you as quickly as possible. I will do this in
order that you may rejoice when you see
him again, and that I might grieve less. 29
Welcome Epaphroditus with the great joy
we have because the Lord Jesus loves us.
Honor him and other believers like him.
30
As he was working for Christ, he almost
died. He ran the risk of dying in order to
supply the things that I needed, something
you could not do because you are far away
from me.

Chapter 3
1

Finally, my fellow believers, continue to
rejoice because you belong to the Lord.
Though I will now write to you about
those same matters that I mentioned to
you before, this does not make me tired,
and it will protect you from those who
would like to harm you.
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Beware of those people who are as dangerous to you as wild dogs. They just mutilate men’s bodies so they will become
Jews. 3 But as for us—the Spirit of God
enables us to truly worship God; we rejoice because we trust in Christ Jesus; and
the rituals or ceremonies that people perform mean nothing to us. Therefore we
ourselves are what it truly means to be circumcised. 4 If anyone could have done
enough things to please God, it would
have been me.
5

They circumcised me seven days after I
was born. I was born as one of the people of Israel. I am from the tribe of Benjamin. You cannot ﬁnd a person more Hebrew than myself! My ancestors were all
Hebrews. And it was as a Pharisee that
I obeyed all the laws of Moses and what
our ancestors taught about them. 6 I was
so passionate to make people obey the law
that I caused believers in Christ to suffer.
No one could say that I ever disobeyed the
law.

when he died. 11 All of this is because I
fully expect that God will cause me to live
again, as he has promised.
12

I do not claim that all of these things
have fully happened to me yet. But I
keep trying to receive these things, because these things are why Christ Jesus
took possession of me. 13 My fellow believers, I certainly do not yet think that all
these things have completely happened to
me. But I am like a runner, because I do
not look backward as I run toward the ﬁnish line. 14 Instead, I keep running toward
the ﬁnish line, in order to win the prize,
which is to live forever with God. This
is what God has called me for, and what
Christ Jesus has made possible. 15 So all
of us who have become strong believers
should think this same way. But if any
of you do not think this same way, God
will reveal this to you. 16 Whatever is true
about us now, however far we have come,
let us trust Christ more and more in the
same way we have done until now.

7

But everything that I then considered to
be important I now consider to be worthless, because Christ has changed me. 8
Instead, even more I now consider all
things as not only worthless, but as useless garbage to throw away, compared to
how great it is to know Christ Jesus my
Lord. I have removed from my life everything worthless, in order to beneﬁt from
Christ. 9 I now belong completely to Christ.
I know that I cannot make myself good in
God’s sight by keeping the law. Instead I
trust totally in Christ, so God has declared
me good in His sight. 10 When God declared me good in his sight, he did this so
that I could begin to know Christ; so that
God could begin to work in me with the
same power with which he raised Christ
from the dead; so that I could begin to suffer along with Christ as he suffered; and so
that Christ could make me more like him

17

My fellow believers, join with me and
imitate me, and observe closely those people who live as I do, and imitate our example. 18 There are many people who say
that they believe in Christ, but they really
oppose what he did on the cross for us.
I have told you about those people many
times before, and now I am sad, even crying, as I tell you about them again. 19
God will destroy them in the end because
their god is their desire to eat, and they
live shamefully and think about things of
the earth. 20 As for us, we are citizens
of heaven. It is from heaven that we are
eagerly awaiting our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to return. 21 He will change the
bodies we have now, weak and humble
bodies, into bodies like his own powerful
body. He will do this with the same power
with which he controls all things.
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Chapter 4
1

who gives us his peace, will be with you.
10

My fellow believers, I love you and I
long for you. You give me joy; you will be
the reason for which God will reward me.
Dear friends, continue to believe ﬁrmly in
the Lord, as I have described to you in this
letter.
2

I rejoice greatly and thank the Lord
because now, after some time, you sent
money to me, and so you have once again
shown that you are concerned about me.
Indeed, you were concerned about me all
the time, but you had no opportunity to
show it. 11 I am not saying this because I
need certain things. In fact, I have learned
to be content with whatever I have. 12 I
am able to be needy or to have plenty. I
have learned how to be satisﬁed in all circumstances. I know the secret of how to
be happy at all times. 13 I am able to do everything because Christ makes me strong.
14
Nevertheless, you did the right thing to
share with me in my hardship.

I urge you, Euodia, and I urge you, Syntyche, to again have a peaceful relationship
with each other, because you are both
joined to the Lord Jesus. 3 And I also urge
you, my faithful partner, please help these
women. They have faithfully proclaimed
the good news and worked with me, together with Clement and the rest of my
fellow laborers, whose names are in The
Book of Life in which God has written the 15 My friends there at Philippi, you yournames of all those people who will live for- selves know that during the time I ﬁrst
proclaimed the good news to you, when
ever.
I left there to go away from the province
4
Always rejoice for the Lord Jesus! I say
of Macedonia, no assembly of believers
again, rejoice! 5 All people must see that
sent me funds or helped me in any way exyou are gentle because the Lord is near.
cept you only! 16 Even when I was in the
6
Do not worry about anything. Instead,
city of Thessalonica, you sent money more
in every situation pray to God, tell him exthan once to supply what I needed. 17 I say
actly what you need, and ask him to help
this, not because I desire that you give me
you. And thank God for all he does for
money now. Instead, I want to see you do
you. 7 Then God’s peace, which is much
even more things that God will praise you
greater than we can understand, will be
for.
like a soldier that is guarding how you feel
and how you think, as we are joined to 18 I have plenty of things now. I have
so many things that you sent me through
Christ Jesus.
Epaphroditus. These things are like when
8
Finally, my fellow believers, whatever
priests burn an animal sacriﬁce to God
is true, whatever is worthy for people to
and it smells good to him. 19 God, whom
honor, whatever is right, whatever no one
I serve, will supply everything you need
can ﬁnd fault with, whatever is pleasing,
because you belong to Jesus Christ, who
whatever people should admire, whatowns the splendor and wealth of heaven.
ever is good, whatever deserves people to 20
So people should praise God our Father,
praise it: These are the things that you
who
will rule forever and ever in brilliant
should always be thinking about. 9 Those
light! Amen!
things that I have taught you and that you
have received from me, those things that 21 Greet for me all the believers. They
you have heard me say and that you have all belong to God! The believers with me
seen me do, those are the things that you greet you, as well. 22 All of God’s people
yourselves should always do. Then God, here send their greetings to you. Espe-
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cially the fellow believers who work in the
palace of Caesar, the emperor, send their
greetings to you.
23

My desire is that our Lord Jesus Christ
will continue to act kindly toward you all.
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Chapter 1
1

I, Paul, write this to the dear fellow believers in the city of Colossae. This is from
Paul, whom God chose to send to you as
an apostle of Christ Jesus, and this letter
is also from Timothy, our fellow believer
joined to Christ. We are sending this letter
to all of you. 2 We send this letter to those
God has set apart for himself—those who
are faithful believers who belong to Christ.
We pray that God our Father will give you
his kindness and peace.
3

We often thank God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, while we are praying
for you. 4 We give God thanks because
we have heard that you trust in Christ Jesus and that you love all those whom God
has set apart for himself. 5 You love our
fellow believers because you conﬁdently
are waiting for the things God is reserving
for you in heaven. You ﬁrst heard about
these things when you heard the true message, the good news about Christ. 6 Believers are proclaiming this good news
that you heard in Colossae to everyone
in the world. It is just as it has worked
in you also, from the ﬁrst day you heard
it and understood how truly kind God is.
The good news is like a ﬁeld planted with
crops that are growing and will give a very
7
Epaphras taught you
large harvest.
the good news. We love him because he
serves Christ together with us and works
for Christ faithfully in our place. 8 He told
us that you love all God’s people because
God’s Spirit has empowered you to love
God and others.
9

Since the time we heard about how you
love, we have always been praying for
you. We ask God to show you everything
he wants you to do, and to make you wise

so that you will understand what God’s
Spirit is teaching you. 10 We pray that
you will live in a way that will help others honor the Lord also, so that he will
approve of you. We pray that you will
grow to understand God more and do every good thing that he tells you to do. 11
We pray that God will strengthen you with
all his mighty power, so that you will patiently endure every diﬃculty. 12 We pray
that you will be rejoicing and thanking
God our Father, because he has declared
you worthy to be with the others whom
he has set apart for himself; this is so he
can give you all the things that he is keeping for you when you are with him in the
light of his presence.
13

God our Father has rescued us from the
evil that controlled us; he has made his
Son, whom he loves, to rule over us now.
14
By means of his Son he has set us free
from that evil; that is, he has forgiven our
15
sins.
When we know the Son, we
know what God is like, even though we
cannot see him. The Son has ﬁrst place
over everything that he has created. 16 For
the Son created all things, as the Father
desired him to do: Everything in the sky
and everything on earth, everything that
we can see and everything that we cannot see, such as angelic beings of all kinds
and powers and authorities, all things exist because the Son created them because
the Father wanted him to. And they exist for him. 17 The Son himself existed
before anything else, and he holds everything together. 18 He rules all believers—
the church—like a person’s head rules his
body. He rules over the church because
he started it. He was the ﬁrst person to
come back to life with a perfect body. So
he is greater than every thing. 19 God the
Father was pleased to make everything he
is to live in Christ. 20 It also pleased God to
bring everything back to himself in peace
through Jesus. God offered peace to all
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people and all things everywhere on earth strength.
and in heaven. He did this by causing the
Son to die on the cross as a sacriﬁce, shedding his blood as he died.

Chapter 2

21

Before you believed in Christ, God considered you his enemies, and you were unfriendly to God because you thought evil
thoughts and because you did evil deeds.
22
But now God has offered peace between
yourselves and himself and has made you
his friends. He did this when Jesus gave
up his body and life for us by dying. This
made it possible for us to belong to God;
he ﬁnds nothing wrong in us now, nothing to blame us for. 23 But you must continue to trust Christ completely; then you
will be like a house that they built on solid
rock. Do not for any reason stop believing
in what God has promised to do for you
in the good news that people all over the
world have heard. This is the same good
news that I, Paul, am serving God by proclaiming to people.

1

I want you to realize that I am doing
my best to help you and those in Laodicea,
and also the believers who have never
seen me personally. 2 I do this so that
I might encourage them and you yourselves to love each other and unite yourselves together. I desire that you all conﬁdently and completely understand this secret truth about God and that this truth is
Christ! 3 It is only by means of Christ that
we can know what God is thinking and
how wise he is. 4 I am telling you this
in order that no one may deceive you. 5
Even though I am absent from you physically, I am very much concerned about
you, just as if I were indeed with you. Yet I
am rejoicing because I know that you follow Christ in a way that no one can stop
you, that you trust in Christ without giv24
Now I rejoice that I am suffering for ing up.
your beneﬁt. Yes, in order to help the 6
You began to believe in Christ Jesus the
church, which is like Christ’s body, I sufLord by trusting in him, so also live by
fer things that must still happen. 25 God
trusting him. 7 You should rely completely
made me his servant and gave to me speon Christ Jesus the Lord, just like a tree
cial work to do, which is to proclaim the
spreads its roots deep into the ground.
full message of God to non-Jewish people
You
learned to trust Christ very much in
like you. 26 From ancient times, for genthis way, like men build a house on a good
erations, God did not tell this good news,
foundation. And you should always give
but now he has revealed this mystery to
thanks to God.
those whom he has set apart for himself.
27
It is to these people—Jews and non-Jews 8 Do not believe anyone who says that
like yourselves just as much—that God you must obey what people have taught
planned to tell this wonderful secret. It about how to honor God or that you must
is this: Christ will live in you and make obey what they worship in this world. Inyou conﬁdently expect to share in God’s stead, obey Christ, 9 because the man Je28
glory!
We are wisely warning and sus Christ is fully God. 10 Now God has
teaching every person about Christ so that given you everything you need because
we might bring into God’s presence each he has joined you to Christ, and he rules
one as knowing God completely, joined over every other person, spirit, and anto Christ. 29 It is to do this that I work gel. 11 It is as if God has also circummy hardest, because Christ is giving me cised you. But this was not as though
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a piece of human being cut ﬂesh from
your body. Instead, Jesus took away the
power of sin that was within you, and
this “circumcision” is the one that Christ
does when he conquered your sinful nature and took it away from you. 12 Because they have baptized you, God considers that when men buried Christ, they
buried you along with him. He considers that when he made Christ come alive
again, he made you come alive also, because you trusted that he could make you
live again. 13 God viewed you as being
dead, because you were sinning against
him, and because you were not Jews, so
you did not worship him. But he made
you come alive together with Christ; he
forgave us of all our sins. 14 We have all
sinned so much, but God has forgiven our
sins. It is like a man might forgive people
who owe him money, so he tears up the
papers they signed when he loaned them
the money. But as for God, it is as if he had
nailed those papers on which he had written all our sins and all the laws that we
had broken to the cross on which Christ
died. 15 Moreover, God defeated the evil
spirit beings who rule people in this world,
and he let everybody know that he had defeated them. It was just as if he had paraded them around in the streets as prisoners.

God has made them see. They boast about
these things because they think like people everywhere think who do not honor
God. 19 Such persons are not joined to
Christ. Christ is the head of the body,
and that body is all those who believe in
him. The whole body depends upon the
head. The head takes care of each part
and puts together all the bones and ligaments so they work together, and it is God
who makes it grow.
20

God considers that you died with Christ
when he died. So now the spirits and
all the rules that people make for how to
please God—none of these things rule you
anymore. So why are you still living as if
these things were real? Why do you still
obey those things? 21 These rules are such
as: “Do not handle certain things. Do not
taste certain things. Do not touch certain
things.” Do not think you still have to obey
such regulations. 22 These rules are all
about things that perish in this world as
people use them, and they were made up
and taught by men, not by God. 23 These
rules may seem to be good. But people
made them because they were trying to
honor God in their own way. That is why
those people often look so humble; that is
why they often hurt their own bodies. But
if we obey these rules, we do not really
stop wanting to sin.

16

So disregard anyone who says that God
will punish you because you eat certain
foods and drink certain drinks or because
you do not celebrate special yearly festivals or when the new moon appears or
weekly Sabbaths. 17 These kinds of rules
and events only picture what is truly coming. What is truly coming is Christ him18
self.
Those same people pretend to
be humble, and they love to worship angels. Do not let them convince you to do
the same. If you do, you will lose what
Christ has promised you. These people
are always talking about visions they say

Chapter 3
1

God considers that he made you alive
again when he made Christ alive after he
died. And Christ is in heaven and is sitting at God’s right side, the place for the
person of greatest honor and power. You
also should try to live here as if you were
already there. 2 Desire what Jesus is keeping in heaven to give you; do not desire
the things here on earth. 3 For God considers that you have died and no longer
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tience 13 and bear with each other. If anyone complains against someone else, forgive one another. Just as the Lord Jesus
has forgiven you, so also you must forgive
each other. 14 And what is most important
is to love one another, because by doing
that you will tie yourselves together per5
Therefore, think of the desires you have fectly.
to do evil things in this world as enemies 15
Christ is the one who makes you to live
that must die. You must execute them:
in
peace with God and one another, so
Do not try to do sexually immoral or impure acts. Do not think in lustful or evil always behave so as to remain at peace.
ways. And do not be greedy, because that This is why he has called you to be tois the same as worshiping idols. 6 It is gether. 16And always thank God for everyAs you live and serve God, albecause people do things like these that thing.
ways
obey
together what Christ has taught
God is angry with them and will punish
them, for they do not obey him. 7 You your- you. Teach and instruct each other with
selves also formerly lived like that when wisdom; praise and thank God sincerely
you were participating with those who be- as you sing psalms, hymns, and songs that
haved like that. 8 But now you must stop honor him.
doing these things. Do not be angry at 17 Whatever you say, and whatever you
each other; do not try to make trouble for do, do it all to honor the Lord Jesus, and
each other. Do not insult each other or do it while you give thanks to God for what
talk in shameful, disgusting ways. 9 And Christ has done for you.
do not lie to one another. Do not do any
18
Wives, obey your husbands; this is
of these things, because you have become
right
and according to what the Lord Jesus
a new person now, a person who does not
19
Husbands, love your
do these evil things any more. 10 You are has commanded.
wives
and
do
not
be
harsh
with them.
a new person, and God is always making
you to know him better and better and to 20 Children, obey your parents in every
be like him, as he created you to be. 11 way, because the Lord God is pleased
God has made us into new persons joined when you do that. 21 Fathers, do not cause
to Christ, and he is always making us new. anger in your children, so they do not beSo it is no longer important whether any- come discouraged.
one is a non-Jew or a Jew, or whether any22
Slaves, obey your masters in this world
one is circumcised or is not circumcised,
or whether anyone is a foreigner, or even in every way. Do not obey your masters
uncivilized, or whether anyone is a slave only when they are watching you, like
or not a slave. But instead what is impor- those who merely want their masters to
tant is Christ, who is all things in all of think they always obey. Instead, obey
your masters sincerely from the heart beyou.
cause you honor the Lord Jesus. 23 What12
Because God has chosen you and set you ever work you do, work wholeheartedly
apart as his people, and because he loves for the Lord Jesus rather than for people.
you, serve others compassionately and Do not work like those who are working
mercifully and with kindness. Humbly merely for their human masters, 24 beand gently care for one another with pa- cause you know the Lord will repay you;
belong to this world. He considers that
he has hidden you with Christ to keep you
safe. 4 When God reveals Christ to everyone on earth in his shining light, then he
will also reveal you in that same light, because Christ makes you live!
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you will receive your share of what the
Lord has promised you. Jesus Christ is the
real master whom you are serving. 25 But
God will judge each person in the same
way; he will punish those who do wrong
as they deserve.

Chapter 4
1

Masters, treat your slaves justly and
fairly supply what they need, because you
know that you also have a master who is
in heaven.
2

Keep praying without stopping. Do not
be lazy, but instead keep praying and
thanking God. 3 Pray together for us too,
so that God will make it possible for us to
freely explain the good news, the secret
about Christ that God is now revealing everywhere. It is because we proclaimed
this good news that I am now in prison. 4
Pray that I might be able to fully explain
the good news.

and Mark, who is Barnabas’ cousin, greet
you. I have instructed you about Mark, so
if he comes to you, welcome him. 11 Jesus,
who is also named Justus, greets you, too.
These three men are the only Jewish believers working with me to proclaim God
as king through Christ Jesus. They have
12
greatly helped and encouraged me.
Epaphras, who is your fellow townsman
and a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you.
He prays earnestly for you very often, that
you might be strong and believe everything that God teaches us and promises us.
13
I can say that he has worked very hard
for you, for those who live in the city of
Laodicea, and for those who live in the city
of Hierapolis. 14 Luke the doctor, whom I
love, and Demas greet you.
15

Greet the fellow believers who live
in Laodicea, and greet Nympha and the
group of believers that meets in her house.
16
After someone reads this letter among
you, have someone also read it to the assembly in Laodicea. And read the letter
from Laodicea, too. 17 Tell Archippus to
5
Live wisely around those who are not make sure that he completes the task that
believers, and make each moment valu- God gave him to do.
able by using it wisely. 6 Always speak 18 I, Paul, greet you now in my own handgraciously and in a pleasant and interest- writing. Remember me and pray for me in
ing way to those who do not believe in the prison. I pray that our Lord Jesus Christ
Lord Jesus. Then you will know how to would continue to act graciously toward
speak to each person about the Lord.
you all.
7

Tychicus will tell you everything that has
been happening to me. He is a fellow believer whom I love, who helps me faithfully, and who serves the Lord Jesus together with me. 8 The reason that I am
sending Tychicus to you with this letter is
that you might know about us and that he
might encourage you. 9 I am sending him
to you with Onesimus, who is a faithful
fellow believer, whom I love and who is
your fellow townsman. They will tell you
all about what has been happening here.
10

Aristarchus, who is in prison with me,
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Chapter 1
1

I, Paul, am writing this letter. Silas and
Timothy are with me. We are sending this
letter to you who are the group of believers in the city of Thessalonica who are
joined to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. May God be kind to you and
give you peace.
2

We always thank God for you all when
we mention you while we pray. 3 We
continually remember that you work for
God, who is our Father, because you trust
in him and you earnestly help people because you love them. You have a solid conﬁdence in the future, because you know
our Lord Jesus Christ! 4 My fellow believers whom God loves, we also thank him
because we know that he chose you to become his people. 5 We know that he chose
you because when we told the good news
to you, it was much more than words only.
The Holy Spirit powerfully worked among
you, and he strongly assured us that our
message to you was true. In the same way,
you know how we spoke and how we conducted ourselves when we were with you,
in order that we might help you. 6 We
have now heard that you are living like
we live and are following our example.
But more important, you are also living
like our Lord lived. You received the message of God’s love with great joy that only
comes from the Holy Spirit, even though
you had to go through many trials and difﬁculties. 7 All the believers who are in
the provinces of Macedonia and Achaia
are learning how they should trust God
just like you have learned and as you are
trusting him. 8 Other people have heard
you tell the message from the Lord Jesus.
Then they also proclaimed the good news

to people who live throughout Macedonia
and Achaia. Not only that, but people who
live in many faraway places have heard
that you trust in God. So we do not need
to tell people what God has done in your
lives. 9 People who live far from you are
telling others how warmly you welcomed
us when we came to you. They also report
that you stopped worshiping false gods
and that now you worship and serve the
God who alone is the living God, and he
is the real and only God. 10 They also tell
us that now you wait expectantly for his
Son to return to earth from heaven. You
ﬁrmly believe that God caused him to live
again after he died. You believe also that
Jesus will rescue all of us, who trust in him,
when God punishes all the people of the
entire world.

Chapter 2
1

My fellow believers, you know that our
time with you was very worthwhile. 2 Although people in Philippi city previously
mistreated us and insulted us, as you
know, God caused us to be courageous.
As a result, we told you the good news
that God sent us to tell you, even though
some people in your city opposed us very
3
When we encouraged you to
much.
obey God’s message, we did not speak to
you something false. And we do not want
to get something for ourselves by immoral
means. We do not try to deceive you
or anyone else. 4 On the contrary, God
trusted us to tell you the good news, because he had examined us and considered
us to be the right people to do this work.
As we teach people, we do not say what
they like to hear. Instead, we say what
God wants us to say, because he judges
5
You know
everything that we think.
that we never praised you in order to get
anything from you. And we never said
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anything to you to convince you to give
us things. God knows that this is true! 6
We never tried to get you or anyone else
to honor us, although we could have demanded that you give us the things we
needed to live while we were with you, because Christ had sent us to you. 7 On the
contrary, we were gentle when we were
among you, as a mother gently takes care
of her own children. 8 So, because we love
you, we were delighted to personally tell
you the good message that God gave us.
But also we were delighted to do all that
we could do to help you because we began
to love you very much. 9 My fellow believers, you remember that we worked hard
during the day and also at night. This is
how we earned money, so that we would
not have to ask any one of you to give us
what we needed. We did this while we proclaimed to you the good news about God.
10
Both you and God know that we lived
toward you believers in a very good and
right way—in a way that no one could criticize. 11 You know also that we behaved
toward each one of you as a father who
loves his children behaves toward them.
12
We kept strongly exhorting and encouraging you to live like God’s people should,
because he has called you to become his
people to whom he will show himself as
king with the most wonderful power.
13

This is why we always thank God, because when you heard the message that
we told to you, you accepted it as the
true message, the good message that God
gave to us. We ourselves did not invent
it. We also thank God that he is changing your lives because you trust this message. 14 We are certain about these things,
because you acted just like the groups of
believers in Judea acted. They also are
joined to Christ Jesus, and, just as they
endured it when their fellow countrymen
mistreated them because of Christ, in the
same way you have endured it when your

own fellow countrymen mistreat you. 15
Those Jews had killed the Lord Jesus and
many prophets, too. Other unbelieving
Jews forced us to leave many towns. They
really make God angry, and they work
against what is best for all human beings!
16
For example, they try to stop us from
telling the good news to non-Jews; they do
not want God to save them! They have
sinned almost as much as God will allow
them to before he punishes them at last!
17

My fellow believers, when we had to
be away from you for a short time, we
felt like parents who had lost their children. We strongly desired to be present
with you. 18 Indeed I, Paul, tried to return
several times to see you. But each time
Satan prevented us from returning. 19 Indeed, it is because of you that we hope to
do God’s work well; it is you who make us
proud; it is because of you that we hope
to succeed in serving God. It is because
of you as well as others that we hope that
the Lord Jesus will reward us when he returns to earth. 20 Indeed, it is because of
you that even now we are pleased and are
joyful!

Chapter 3
1

As a result of that, when I could no longer
endure worrying about you, I decided that
Silas and I would stay behind alone in the
city of Athens, 2 and we sent Timothy to
you. You know that he is our close associate and also works for God by proclaiming the good news about Christ. Silas and I
sent him in order that he would urge you
to continue to strongly trust in Christ. 3
We did not want any of you to turn away
from Christ in fear because of what you
were suffering. You well know that God
knew that others would mistreat us because of Christ. 4 Remember that when
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we were present with you, we kept telling
you that others would mistreat us. And
that is what happened, as you know. 5
This is why I sent Timothy to you, because
I could wait no longer to know whether
you were still trusting in Christ. I was
afraid that Satan, the one who tempts us,
had caused you to stop trusting in Christ.
I was afraid that everything we had done
with you was useless.

Chapter 4
1-2

Now, my fellow believers, I want to
write about some other matters. I urge
you—and when I urge you, it is the same
as the Lord Jesus himself urging you—to
conduct your lives in a way that pleases
God. We taught you to do that because of
what the Lord Jesus had told us to say. We
know that you are conducting your lives
6
But now Timothy has just returned to that way, but we strongly urge that you do
Silas and me from being with you, and he that even more.
has told us the good news that you still 3 God wants you to do no sin, living in a
trust in Christ and that you love him. He way that will show that you completely betold us also that you always happily re- long to him. He wants you to avoid domember us and that you want very much ing any sexually immoral acts. 4 That is,
us to visit you, just as we want to visit you. he wants each one of you to know how
7
My fellow believers, even though we are to live with your wife, in a way that honsuffering very much because of what peo- ors her and you do not sin against her. 5
ple are doing to us here, we have been You must not use her to satisfy your lustcomforted because Timothy told us that ful desires (as non-Jews do because they
you still trust in Christ. 8 Now it is as if do not know God). 6 God wants each one
we are living in a new way, because you of you to control your sexual desires, in orare trusting very much in the Lord Jesus. der that no one of you sin against your fel9
We cannot thank God enough for what low believer and take advantage of him or
he has done for you! We greatly rejoice her by doing things like that. Remember
over you when we pray to our God! 10 We that we strongly warned you previously
constantly and fervently ask God that we that the Lord Jesus will punish all people
will be able to visit you, and that we will who commit sexually immoral acts.
7
be able to help you to trust in Christ more When God chose us believers, he did not
strongly!
want us to be people who behave in a sex11

We pray to God, our Father, and to our
Lord Jesus, that they will enable us to return to you. 12 As for you, we pray that the
Lord Jesus will help you to love each other
and other people more and more, just like
we continue loving you more and more. 13
We pray that our Lord Jesus will make you
want to please him more and more. We
pray that God our Father will enable you
to become more like him, and that no one
can criticize. We pray this, so that when Jesus comes back to earth and all those who
belong to him come with him, he will be
pleased with you.

ually immoral way. On the contrary, he
wants us to be people who do not sin. 8 So
I warn you that those who disregard this
teaching of mine are not just disregarding
me, a human being. On the contrary, they
are disregarding God, because God commanded it. Remember that God sent his
Spirit, who does not sin, to live in you!
9

I want to urge you again that you should
love your fellow believers. You do not really need that anyone write to you about
that, because God has already taught you
how to love each other, 10 and because you
already are showing that you love your
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fellow believers who live in other places
in your province of Macedonia. Nevertheless, my fellow believers, we urge you to
love each other more and more. 11 We
urge you also to try hard to attend to your
own affairs and to not meddle with the affairs of others. We urge you also to work
at your own occupations to earn what you
need to live. Remember that we taught
you previously to live like that. 12 If you
do these things, unbelievers will acknowledge that you behave decently, and you
will not have to depend on others to supply what you need.
13

true, encourage each other by sharing this
teaching with each other.

Chapter 5
1

My fellow believers, I want to tell you
more about the time when the Lord Jesus
will come back. Really, you do not need
that I write to you about that, 2 because
you yourselves know accurately about it
already! You know that the Lord Jesus will
return unexpectedly. People will not expect him, just as no one expects a thief
when he comes at night. 3 At some time
in the future many people will say, “All is
peaceful and we are safe!” Then suddenly
God will come to punish them severely!
Just as a pregnant woman who experiences birth pains cannot stop those pains,
those people will have no way to escape
from God. 4 But you, my fellow believers,
you are not like people who live in darkness, because you know the truth about
God. So when Jesus returns, you will be
ready for him. 5 You belong to the light, to
the daytime. You are not like those who
belong to the darkness, to the nighttime.
6
So we believers must be aware of what
is happening. We must control ourselves
and be ready for Jesus to come. 7 It is at
night when people sleep and do not know
what is happening, and it is at night when
people become drunk. 8 But we believers belong to the day, so let us control ourselves. Let us be like soldiers: As they protect their chests with breastplates, let us
protect ourselves by trusting in Christ and
loving him. As they protect their heads
with helmets, let us protect ourselves by
expecting Christ to rescue us completely
from evil.

My fellow believers, we also want you
to understand what will happen to our
fellow believers who now are dead. You
must not be like the unbelievers. They
grieve deeply for people who die because
they do not expect to live again after they
die. 14 We believers know that Jesus died
and that he rose to live again. So we
also know well that God will cause those
joined to Jesus to live again, and that he
will bring them back with Jesus. 15 I write
this because the Lord Jesus revealed to me
what I am now telling you. Some of you
may think that when the Lord Jesus comes
back, we believers who are still living will
meet Jesus sooner than those who have already died. That is certainly not true! 16 I
write this, because it is the Lord Jesus himself who will descend from heaven. When
he comes down, he will command all of
us believers to rise. The chief angel will
shout with a loud voice, and another angel
will blow a trumpet for God. Then the ﬁrst
thing that will happen is that the people
who are joined to Christ will live again. 17
After that, God will take up into the clouds
all of us believers who are still living on
this earth. He will take us and those other
believers who have died, in order that we
all might together meet the Lord Jesus in 9 When God chose us, he did not plan
the sky. As a result of that, we all will for us to be people whom he will punish.
be with him forever. 18 Because all this is On the contrary, he decided to save us
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because we trust in what our Lord Jesus
Christ has done for us. 10 Jesus died to
atone for our sins in order that we might
live together with him, whether we are
alive or whether we are dead when he returns to earth. 11 Because you know that
this is true, continue to encourage each
other, as indeed you now are doing.
12

My fellow believers, we ask that you recognize as leaders those people who work
hard for you. This means that you must
respect these leaders as fellow believers—
you see how hard they work to help you
grow in faith. These leaders guide you
and they teach you how to live for the
Lord. 13 We ask that you honor them because you love them and because of the
work they do. We also urge you to live
peacefully with each other.

our Lord Jesus Christ comes back to earth.
24
Because God has called you to be his people, you can certainly trust him to keep on
helping you in that way.
25

My fellow believers, pray for me, for
Silas, and for Timothy. 26 When you
gather together as believers, greet each
other affectionately, as fellow believers
should. 27 Make certain that you read this
letter to all the believers who are among
you. When I tell you this, it is the same
as if the Lord were speaking to you! 28
May our Lord Jesus Christ continue to act
kindly toward you all.

14

My fellow believers, we urge that you
warn believers who want to live off what
others give them instead of working. Also
encourage believers who are fearful, and
help all people who are weak in any way.
We also urge you to be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that none of you does
evil deeds to anyone who has done evil to
you. On the contrary, you must always try
to do good deeds to each other and to everyone else.
16

Be joyful at all times, 17 pray continually, 18 and thank God in all circumstances.
God wants you to behave like that because
of what Christ Jesus has done for you.
19

Do not keep God’s Spirit from working
among you. 20 For example, do not despise
anything that the Holy Spirit tells someone. 21 On the contrary, evaluate all such
messages. Accept the parts that are good
and obey them. 22 Do not obey any kind of
evil message.
23

May God give you peace and make you
without fault so that you do not sin. May
he keep you from sinning in any way until
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ever, far from where he rules with very
great power. 10 The Lord Jesus will do this
when he comes back from heaven at the
time that God has decided. As a result, all
we who are his people will praise him and
marvel at him. And you will be there, too,
1
I, Paul, and Silas and Timothy are writ- because you believed what we solemnly
ing this letter to you in the city of Thessa- told you.
lonica, who are a group of believers joined 11
In order that you might praise Jesus like
to God our Father and to Jesus Christ our
this, we are also always praying for you.
Lord. 2 We pray that God our Father, and
We pray that God will make you worthy
Jesus Christ our Lord, will continue to act
to live in the new way he has called you to
kindly toward you and that he will conlive. We pray also that he will make you
tinue to give you peace.
able to do good in every way that you de3
Our fellow believers, we are always sire, and that since he is so powerful, he
thanking God, and we should do this, be- will also make you able to do every kind
cause you are trusting in the Lord Jesus of good thing because you trust in him.
more and more, and because every one 12 We pray this because we want you to
of you is loving each of the others more praise our Lord Jesus, and we want him
and more. 4 As a result, we keep proudly to honor you. This will happen because
talking about you to the other groups of God, whom we worship, and our Lord Jebelievers belonging to God. We tell them sus Christ keep acting kindly toward you.
how you are being patient and how you
continue trusting in the Lord Jesus, even
though other people frequently cause you
much trouble.

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

5

Since you are enduring all that trouble,
we clearly know that God will judge all
people justly. In your case, he will declare to everyone that you are worthy for
him to rule forever, because you are suf6
God will
fering as you trust in him.
certainly cause trouble for those people
who are troubling you, because it is right
for him to do so. 7 He also considers that
it is right that he should reward you by
bringing you through your hardships. He
will do that for both you and us when
our Lord Jesus shows himself to everyone
when he returns from heaven with his
powerful angels. 8 Then with blazing ﬁre
he will punish those people who are not
loyal to him, those who refuse to accept
the good news about our Lord Jesus. 9
Our Lord Jesus will drive them far from
himself, where he will destroy them for-

1

Now I want to write to you about the
time when our Lord Jesus Christ will return and when God will gather us together
with Jesus. My fellow believers, I urge you
2
to think calmly about any message that
may have come to you. It does not matter if it is a message that someone claims
God’s Spirit revealed to him, or if it comes
from some person, or if it is a letter that
someone claims that I wrote: I do not
want you to believe that the Lord Jesus has
already returned to earth. 3 Do not allow
anyone to persuade you to believe such a
message.
The Lord will not come immediately. First,
many people will rebel against God. They
will accept and obey a certain man who
will sin very greatly against God, the one
whom God will destroy. 4 He will be the
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supreme enemy of God. He will proudly
work against everything that people consider to be God and everything that people
worship. As a result, he will even enter
God’s temple and sit down there to rule!
He will publicly proclaim that he himself
is God! 5 I am sure that you remember
that I kept telling you these things while I
was still with you there in Thessalonica.

Lord Jesus loves, we should always thank
God for you. We should do this because
he chose you to be among the ﬁrst people
to believe in the truth about Jesus, among
the ﬁrst people that God would save, and
to set you apart for himself by means of
his Spirit. 14 We thank God that he chose
you as a result of our proclaiming the message about Christ to you, in order that God
might honor you in some of the same ways
6
You also know that there is something
that he honors our Lord Jesus Christ.
that is preventing this man from showing
15
So, our fellow believers, continue to
himself to everybody now. He will not be
able to show himself until the time that strongly believe in Christ. Continue beGod will allow him to. 7 Although Satan lieving the true things that we have taught
is already secretly causing people to reject you when we spoke to you and wrote a letGod’s laws, the one who is preventing this ter to you.
man from revealing himself now will con- 16 We pray that our Lord Jesus Christ himtinue to prevent him until God removes self and God, our Father—he who loves us
him. 8 It is then that God will allow this and will encourage us forever and who
man, who rejects God’s laws completely, kindly makes us expect to receive good
to show himself to everyone in the world. things from him— 17 may God and Jesus
Then the Lord Jesus will speak a single Christ together encourage you! And may
command that will destroy him. Just by they cause you to continue doing and sayshowing himself to everyone when he re- ing good things.
turns, Jesus will cause that man to become
completely powerless.
9

But before Jesus destroys him, Satan will
give that man very great power. As a result, he will do all kinds of supernatural
miracles and amazing deeds, and many
people will believe that God was making
him able to do those things. 10 And by
doing wicked deeds, that man will completely deceive those who are doomed to
perish. He will be able to deceive them because they did not agree to love the true
message about how Jesus could save them.
11
So God will enable this man to easily deceive them, so that they will believe what
this man falsely claims that he is. 12 The
result will be that God will judge and condemn all those who refused to believe the
truth about Christ, people who instead enjoyed doing everything that is wicked.
13

Chapter 3
1

As for the other matters, our fellow believers, pray for us that more and more
people will soon hear our message about
our Lord Jesus and honor it, just as you
have done. 2 Pray also for us that God will
keep wicked and evil people from harming us, for not everyone believes in the
Lord.
3

Nevertheless, the Lord Jesus is trustworthy! So we are sure that he will cause you
to continue to be strong. We are also sure
that he will protect you from Satan, the
4
Because we are all joined
evil one.
to our Lord Jesus, we are conﬁdent that
you are now obeying what we have commanded you, and that you will obey what
Our fellow believers, you whom our we are commanding you in this letter. 5
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We pray that our Lord Jesus would continue to help you know how much God
loves you and how much Christ has endured for you.

what we have written in this letter, publicly identify that person. Then do not associate with him, in order that he may become ashamed. 15 Do not think of him
as though he were your enemy; instead,
6
Our fellow believers, we command you—
warn him as you would warn your other
and it is as if the Lord Jesus Christ himfellow believers.
self were saying this—that you stop associating with every fellow believer who is 16 I pray that our Lord Jesus himself, who
lazy and refuses to work. That is to say, gives peace to his people, will give peace
you must stay away from those who are to you always and in every situation.
not conducting their lives in the manner I pray that our Lord Jesus will continue to
that others taught us and that we in turn help you all. 17 Now I have taken the pen
taught you. 7 We tell you this because you from my scribe, and I, Paul, am sending
yourselves know that you should behave this greeting to you as I write this myself.
like we behaved. We did not merely sit I do this in all my letters in order that you
around without working while we were may know that it is truly I who have sent
living among you. 8 That is to say, we did this letter. This is how I always end my
not eat anyone’s food if we did not pay letters. 18 I pray that our Lord Jesus Christ
for it. Instead, we worked very hard to will continue to act kindly to you all.
support ourselves during the day and the
night, in order that we would not have to
depend on any of you for what we needed.
9
We have always had the right to depend
on you for money because I am an apostle, but instead, we worked hard in order to be good examples for you, in order
that you should behave like we behave.
10
Remember that when we were there
with you, we kept commanding you that
if any fellow believer refuses to work, you
should not give him food to eat. 11 Now we
tell you this again, because someone has
told us that some of you are lazy and not
working at all. Not only that, some of you
are interfering with what other people are
doing.
12

We command those fellow believers
who are not working, and urge them,
just as if the Lord himself were speaking,
that they should mind their own business,
earn what they need to live on, and support themselves.
13

Fellow believers! Do not ever get tired
of doing what is right!
14

If any fellow believer does not obey
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behavior, to control those who steal others and sell them as slaves, to control liars
and false witnesses in courts of law, and to
stop whatever is different from our good
and healthy teaching. 11 All of this agrees
with the wonderful good news that God,
1-2
I, Paul, am writing this to Timothy. God whom we praise, has taught us, and that
our Savior and Christ Jesus are those in he trusts me to announce to others.
whom we have conﬁdence for the future,
and Christ commanded me to be an apos- 12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, because
tle. You became a Christian when I told he gave me the strength to serve him. He
you about Jesus Christ, and you are my also relies on me to serve him. 13 In past
true son in the Lord. May God the Fa- times, I insulted and persecuted the bether and Christ Jesus our Lord be kind to lievers. I did violent deeds, but God had
you, have mercy upon you, and give you mercy on me because I did not believe,
peace.
and I did not know what I was doing. 14

Chapter 1

3

The reason that I urged you to remain
in Ephesus while I traveled to Macedonia
was so that you would command certain
men not to teach what is different from
what we teach. 4 And command them
not to give their time and attention to old
useless stories and lists of ancestors that
people never stop thinking about. These
things only cause people to argue with
each other, but do not help them to know
God’s plan to save us—a plan that we believe by faith. 5 Instead, the purpose of
what we command you to teach is to love
God from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from faith that is sincere. 6
Some men have stopped trying to do these
good things; instead, they are now saying
useless things. 7 They want to teach about
the law, but they do not understand it. Yet
they insist that what they teach is true.
8

But we know that law is good if we know
how to use it according to what the law
9
says.
We know that the law is not
made to control good people, but to control rebellious people and those who do
not honor God, for sinners, and disrespectful persons, for murderers and for those
who even murder their own parents. 10 It
is made also to control homosexuals and
all people who practice improper sexual

God was extremely kind to me, for he
made me able to believe in Christ Jesus
and love him because he united me to
him.

15

Everyone should accept this fact, because we can count on it completely: Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners.
It is true that I am the worst sinner of all.
16
But because I am the worst sinner, God
had mercy on me before many others, so
that they would see how patient he is. God
is patiently waiting to give everlasting life
to those who believe in him.
17

The eternal king cannot be seen, and he
cannot die. He alone is God. It is he whom
everyone will honor and praise forever
and ever. Amen. 18 Timothy, my child,
I command you: Remember what certain
believers prophesied about you. Do this in
order to follow those things as you work
hard for the Lord. 19 Trust God and keep
a good conscience. Some people have not
paid attention to their own consciences.
So what has happened to their faith is a
disaster. 20 Hymenaeus and Alexander
are two men like this. I have handed them
over to Satan for him to attack them, so
that they may learn not to insult God.
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Chapter 2

deceived. It was the woman whom he
completely deceived, so that she sinned.
15
But God will save women as they bear
1
Most importantly, because false teachers children, if they continue in faith and love
are dangerous, I urge all the believers to and holiness, with modesty.
ask God and pray to him to help all people, and to thank him for them. 2 Pray
for kings and for everyone who has power
over others, so that we may live quietly
and peacefully in a way that we can honor
God and other people. 3 God, who saves 1 You should rely on what I tell you here:
us, listens to us when we pray like this. He If someone desires very much to oversee
sees it as good. 4 He wants to save every- believers, he wants to do something really
one. He wants everyone to learn what is excellent. 2 For that reason, however, an
true about him. 5 The truth is this, that overseer must be someone whom no one
there is one God, and there is only one per- accuses of anything bad. He must have
son who can make us acceptable to him. only one wife. He must not do anything
Christ Jesus, the man, is this one person. to excess; he must think in wise ways. He
6
He gave himself to set all people free— must behave well, and he must welcome
and that was the proof of what God was strangers. He must be able to teach othdoing through Christ’s death. 7 To declare ers. 3 He must not be an alcoholic and not
this truth, God made me a messenger and quick to ﬁght. Instead, he must be patient
an apostle. I speak the truth; I am not ly- and peaceful with others. And he should
ing. I teach the Gentiles the things that not be greedy for money. 4 He should conthey should truly believe.
trol the people in his own home well. His
children should obey him with respect. 5
8
Therefore, I want men everywhere to
I say this because if a man does not even
pray and to lift up their hands to God in a
know how to control the people in his own
way that he will accept. Believers should
house, how can he care for an assembly
not pray to show anger or doubt about
of God’s people? 6 A new believer should
God. 9 I also want the women to dress
not be be an overseer, because he might
themselves carefully. They should conthink that he is better than other people.
trol themselves so that they do not dress
If that happened, God might punish him
to show themselves off to others. Instead
like he punished the devil. 7 Those outof braided hair, gold, pearls, or expensive
side of the church must also think well of
clothing, 10 women should dress themhim. Otherwise he might be shamed and
selves in what is right for women who do
the devil might persuade him to sin.
good works and who say that they honor
God. 11 When men are teaching the be- 8 Deacons, in the same way, should be peolievers, women should listen quietly, and ple whom others respect. They should be
they should give respect to their teachers sincere when they speak. They should
and do all they can to learn from them. 12 I not drink too much wine, and they must
do not allow women to teach or to tell men not be greedy for money. 9 They should
what to do. Women who honor God keep believe in the true things that God has
quiet when the believers come to learn. 13 told us, and at the same time know what
For Adam was formed ﬁrst, then Eve after is right, and then do it. 10 Find these
him. 14 And it was not Adam that the snake qualities in them ﬁrst, and then choose

Chapter 3
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them to serve because no one can ﬁnd anything wrong with them. 11 In the same
way, other people should respect deacons’
wives. Their wives should not talk badly
about other people. They must not do anything to excess, and they must be honest
in everything they do. 12 A deacon must
have only one wife and must control his
children and his possessions well. 13 Good
deacons are men whom the other believers highly respect. They come to trust in
Christ Jesus very much.
14

As I write to you these things, I hope to
come to you soon. 15 But if I do not come
soon, I am writing to you now so that you
may know how to act in the family of God,
which is the group of those who believe in
God, who gives life to all things. It is these
who teach the truth and witness that it is
true. 16 And we say together that the truth
that God has revealed to us is very great,
and we honor him for it:
”Christ was God revealed in a human
body.
The Holy Spirit proved that he was genuine.
Angels saw him.
Believers announced him among the
nations.
People in many parts of the world believed in him.
God took him up to himself and gave
him his power.”

Chapter 4
1

Now the Spirit clearly says that in later
times, some people will stop believing the
truth about Christ and pay attention to
spirits who deceive believers and demons
who teach false things. 2 These people
will say one thing but do any evil thing

they wish, as if a hot iron had burned and
3
ruined their minds.
They will try to
stop believers from marrying. They will
tell them not to eat certain things, even
though God has created them, so that believers who have come to know the truth
can share them with each other while
thanking God for them. 4 I say this because everything that God has made is
good. We reject nothing that we receive
from God while thanking him for it. 5 For
by praying to God and by believing his
word we set it apart for him. 6 If you keep
speaking this truth to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good servant of Jesus
Christ. You will serve him well, because
the message that we believe is strengthening you, as the good things God has taught
you and that you have followed. 7 But do
not listen to the things that mean nothing and to the stories that only old women
tell. Instead, train yourself to honor God.
8
Physical exercise helps only a little, but
if you honor God, this will help you with
everything as you live now on earth and
9
as you live in the future with God.
What I have just written is something that
you can rely on. It is worth believing completely. 10 For this reason we work very
hard, as hard as we can, because our hope
is in God who lives, the savior of all humanity, but especially the savior of those
who believe. 11 Declare and teach these
things to the believers.
12

Do not allow anyone to say that you are
useless because you are young. Instead,
show other believers how to live. Show
them this by how you speak, by how you
live, by how you love, by how you trust
God, and by how you keep from committing evil deeds. 13 Until I come to you, see
to it that you read God’s word to the believers in public, and that you explain and
14
Be sure to
teach it to the believers.
use the gift that is in you, what God gave
to you when the elders laid hands on you
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and spoke God’s messages to you. 15 Be
sure to do all these things and live according to them. In this way, all the believers will see that you are doing them better
and better.
16

Control yourself very carefully and do
everything that we teach. Keep doing
these things. If you do so, you will save
yourself and the people who listen to you.

Chapter 5
1

Do not speak harshly to a man older
than yourself. Instead, encourage him as
if he were your father. Do the same to
younger men as if they were your brothers. 2 Encourage older women as mothers,
and younger women as if they were your
sisters. Act toward them in a way that no
one can criticize.
3

Respect the widows if they are true widows. 4 But if a widow has children or
grandchildren, these should honor their
mother at home and pay her back for everything she has done for them. If they
do this, they will please God. 5 Now, a
real widow is a widow who has no family members. So she depends on God and
on what he gives her when she asks him
and prays to him all day and night long.
6
But a widow who lives for how she can
please herself is dead, even though she is
still alive. 7 You should announce these
things so that these widows and their families will not do anything wrong. 8 But
anyone who does not try to help his own
relatives, especially those who live in his
own house, that person rejects what we
believe. He is, in fact, worse than an unbeliever.

to whom she had been faithful. 10 People must know that she does good deeds:
Perhaps she takes care of children; perhaps she welcomes strangers; perhaps she
helps the believers or people who are suffering; or perhaps she is known for doing
a large variety of good things. 11 But do
not put younger widows on the widows’
list, because they often want to marry
again when they change their minds and
put married love ahead of Christ. 12 When
they do this, then they become guilty of
going back on their commitment to being
widows. 13 Also, they go from house to
house and get into the habit of doing nothing. They also engage in foolish and trivial
activities and say things that they should
not say. 14 So I prefer that younger widows get married, have children, and run
their households, so that Satan, the enemy, gets no opportunity to accuse them
of doing wrong. 15 I write these things because some younger widows have already
left the way of Christ to follow Satan.
16

If any believing woman has widows
among her relatives, let her help them, so
those widows will not be a burden to the
church. In this way the church will be able
to help real widows.
17

Let the believers give double honor to
the elders who lead them well, and especially to the elders who preach and teach
God’s word. 18 For the scripture says, “You
shall not keep the ox from eating the grain
that he is treading out” and “The laborer
deserves to get his pay.”
19

Do not listen to anyone who accuses an
elder of doing wrong, unless two or three
people are testifying about the matter. 20
Those who continue to sin, correct them
where everyone can see you, so that the
rest of the people will be afraid to sin.

9

Put a woman on the list of true wid- 21 God, Jesus Christ, and the chosen angels
ows if she is more than sixty years old. see me as I solemnly command you to do
She also must have had only one husband, these things. Be sure that you do not judge
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anyone before you should. Be sure that completely wrong because they have reyou do not favor one person over another jected true things. As a result, they make
when you lead the believers.
the mistake of thinking that by doing religious things they will get a lot of money.
22
When you want someone to begin to
serve the believers, make no decision too 6 Well, we truly do gain great beneﬁt when
quickly, so you do not choose them too we behave in a way that honors God and
soon. And do not be a partner with any- when we are content with what we have.
one in sinning. You must keep yourself 7 Indeed, we brought nothing into the
without fault. 23 No longer drink only wa- world when we were born, and we cannot
ter, Timothy. Instead, drink a little wine take anything out of it when we die. 8 So if
for your many stomach sicknesses. 24 The we have food and clothing, we should be
sins of some people are clear to everyone, satisﬁed with these. 9 But some people
and the church does not need much time strongly desire to be rich. As a result, they
to judge them. But the church does not dis- do wrong things to get money, and this
cover some sins until later. 25 In the same will cause them to be caught as animals
way, some good deeds are clear to every- get caught in traps. They foolishly desire
body, but even the other good deeds will many things, and so they get hurt. God
become clear at some time in the future. will completely destroy them! 10 People do
all sorts of evil things when they want to
have a lot of money. Because some people
longed for money, they have stopped believing the truth that all of us believe and
they have caused themselves to be very
1
As for believers who are slaves, they sorrowful.
should honor their masters in every way, 11
But you, the man who serves God, keep
so that no one will insult God or what we
completely away from such love of money.
teach.
Decide that you will do what is right,
2
Slaves who have believing masters and that you will honor God. Trust God,
should not respect them less, for they are and love others. Endure diﬃcult circumbrothers. Instead, they should serve their stances. Always be gentle with people. 12
masters even better, because the masters Fight a good ﬁght for that faith that saves
whom they serve are their brothers whom you! Take hold of this great gift of eternal
they should love. Teach and announce life and cling to it through everything you
experience, no matter where you go. Rethese things to the believers.
member that God chose you to live with
3
If anyone teaches false doctrines that do
him forever. These gifts of God are in you,
not agree with the reliable and true teachand you made a good confession about
ings of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 that person
them when you stood before many peois very proud and does not understand
ple.
anything. They want to argue about unimportant matters and about certain words, 13 God, who gives life to all things, knows
and people who listen to them envy others. everything that you do.
Christ Jesus
They quarrel with others and with one an- also knows everything that you do. He
other. They say bad things about others. strongly declared what was true when he
They suspect that others have evil motives. was on trial before Pontius Pilate. 14 So as
5
Their whole way of thinking has become you remember those things, I command

Chapter 6
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you to hold tightly on to what Christ has
commanded us in every way. Hold fast
to those teachings in a way that our Lord
Jesus Christ will not need to criticize you
about what is wrong, until he comes again.
15
Remember that God will cause Jesus to
come again at the proper time. God is awesome! He is the only Ruler! He rules over
all other people who rule! 16 He is the only
one who will never die, and he lives in
heaven in light that is so bright that no one
can approach it! He is the one whom no
person has ever seen and whom no person is able to see! My desire is that all people will honor him and that he will rule
powerfully forever! May it be so!
17

Tell the believers who are rich here in
this present world that they should not
be proud, and that they should not trust
in their many possessions, because they
cannot be certain how long they will have
them. Instead, they should trust in God.
He is the one who abundantly gives us everything we have in order that we may
enjoy it. 18 Also, tell them to do good
things. These are true wealth. Indeed,
they should share with others very much
of what they have. 19 If they do that, it
will be as though they were storing up for
themselves many things that God will give
them. When they do this, they will have
the life that is the real life.
20

Timothy, faithfully proclaim the true
message that Jesus has given to you. Avoid
the people who want to chatter about
things that are not important to God.
Avoid the people who say that they have
true knowledge but who say things that
are against the true things we teach. 21
Certain men teach these things and so
they stop believing the truth. May God be
kind to you all.

1676

2 TIMOTHY

2 TIMOTHY
Chapter 1
1

I, Paul, am writing to Timothy. Christ
Jesus sent me as an apostle to tell everyone that if they are united with him, God
promises to make them live both now and
forever. 2 Timothy, I love you like my own
son. May God our Father and Christ Jesus
our Lord act kindly and mercifully and
peacefully toward you.
3

I thank God and I serve Him because I
truly want to do what he wants, just as
my ancestors did. I have always remembered to pray for you, Timothy, night and
day. 4 I really want to see you because I remember how you cried for me. If I see you
again, I will rejoice so much. 5 I remember that you truly believe in Jesus! First,
your grandmother Lois and your mother
Eunice trusted their lives to Jesus Christ,
and I am sure that you also trust in Jesus
Christ just like they did!
6

Because you trust in Jesus, I remind you
to start using again the gift God gave you
when I put my hands on you and prayed
for you. 7 When God’s Spirit came to us,
he did not cause us to be afraid; instead,
he caused us to have power to obey God,
to love him and others, and to control ourselves.

stead, he saved us because he planned
to give us this gift! God caused the Messiah Jesus to pass this gift to us, even before the world began. 10 Now everyone
can see that God can save them, because
our Savior the Messiah Jesus came and destroyed death and showed everyone the
Gospel, the truth that he causes people to
live forever. 11 It was for this reason that
God decided to send me to be an apostle,
preacher, and teacher. 12 In these tasks
I suffer, but I am not ashamed, because I
know and have trusted Jesus Christ, and I
am convinced that he is able to protect my
faith in him until the ﬁnal day.
13

As you trust in Jesus Christ and love
him, follow the meaning of true words,
which you heard from me. 14 God is relying on you, that you will preach the good
message that he gave to you. Protect that
message by relying on the Holy Spirit who
lives in us.
15

You know that almost all the believers
in Asia have stopped being friends with
me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.
16
But I pray that the Lord will be kind
to the family of Onesiphorus. Often he
helped me, and he was not ashamed that
I am in prison. 17 On the contrary, when
he came here to Rome, he kept searching
for me until he found me. 18 May the Lord
be kind to Onesiphorus on the ﬁnal day.
You know all the ways that he helped me
in Ephesus.

8

So do not think that you will have shame
if you tell others about our Lord Jesus.
And do not think you will have shame if
you are my friend, because I am in prison
because I trust in Jesus. Instead, be willing to suffer hardship as you tell others
about the good news. God will make you
able to suffer all hardships. 9 He will do
this because he saved us and called us
to be his own people. God did not save
us because of any good works we did; in-

Chapter 2
1

You are like a son to me. So I urge also
that you let God empower you as a result of Christ Jesus acting kindly toward
you. 2 Command and trust faithful men to
teach the things you heard from me and
from many others who have testiﬁed in
the same way to others, too.
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Endure as I do what we suffer for Christ
Jesus, like a good soldier endures what he
suffers. 4 You know that soldiers, in order
to please their captain, do not become involved in civilian affairs. 5 Likewise, athletes competing in games cannot win unless they obey the rules. 6 And the farmer
who works hard must receive his share of
the crops ﬁrst. 7 Think about what I have
just written, because, if you do, the Lord
will enable you to understand everything
that you need to understand. 8 As you
suffer hardships, remember Jesus Christ,
a descendant of King David. God raised
him from the dead, as I also preach in the
gospel message. 9 For this gospel I suffer
to the point of being imprisoned as a criminal. But the word of God is not in prison.
10
Therefore I willingly endure all that I
am suffering for the sake of those whom
God has chosen. I do this in order that
Christ Jesus will save them, too, and that
they will be forever with him in the glorious place where he is. 11 You can depend
on the words that we sometimes say:
”If we have died with Jesus, we will also
live with him.
12

him.

If we endure, we will also reign with

But if we deny him, he also will deny us.
13

If we are unfaithful to Jesus, he continues to be faithful;
for he cannot deny himself.”
14

correctly, for everyone can depend on the
fact that it tells the truth.
16

Stay away from people who talk in ways
that insult God, because this kind of talk
dishonors God more and more. 17 This
kind of words will spread like an infectious disease. Hymenaeus and Philetus
are two examples of men who talk like
this. 18 These men have stopped believing.
They say that the resurrection of the dead
has already happened. In this way they
convince some Christians to stop trusting
19
in Christ.
However, the truth about
God still exists. It is like a ﬁrm foundation
of a building, on which someone has written these words: “The Lord knows those
who belong to him” and “Everyone who
says he belongs to the Lord must stop doing wicked deeds.”
20

In a wealthy person’s house there are
not only utensils made of gold and of silver, but also utensils made of wood and of
clay. The gold and silver utensils are used
on special occasions. But the wood and
clay utensils are used in ordinary times.
21
Therefore, those who rid themselves of
what is evil in their lives will be able to
work well for the Lord. They will be like
utensils ready to do any kind of good work.
They will become very useful to the Master to do special work for him, every good
deed, in fact. 22 Do not keep on wanting
the sinful things that young people usually
desire. Instead, try to do right things. Try
to trust in God and love him. Try to live in
peace. Stay together with the people who
worship the Lord sincerely.

Those whom you appointed to teach
others God’s truth, keep reminding them
about these things that I have told you. 23
Do not talk with anyone who foolishly
Warn them before God not to ﬁght over
wants to argue about matters that are not
foolish words, because doing so does not
important. Do not talk with them, because
help anything and can ruin those who lisyou know that when people talk about
ten.
foolish things, they begin to quarrel. 24
15
Do your best to cause God to approve But those who serve the Lord must not
you as a worker who has no need to be quarrel. Instead, they should be kind to all
ashamed, who teaches the word of God people, they should be able to teach God’s
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truth well, and they should be patient
with people. 25 That is, they should gently instruct the people who argue against
them. Perhaps God may give them the
opportunity to repent and come to know
the truth. 26 In that way they may think
correctly and be like people who have escaped from a trap set by the devil. It is the
devil who has deceived them in order to
get them to do what he wishes them to do.

Jannes and Jambres tried to stop Moses,
so do these men now try to stop people
from obeying the truth. These men are ruined in how they think. They are frauds in
matters of the faith. 9 Nevertheless, they
will not succeed very much in what they
do, because most others will clearly see
that these people understand nothing. It
is just like how the people of Israel saw
that Jannes and Jambres were foolish.
10

Chapter 3
1

I want you to know this: In the ﬁnal
period of time before the Lord returns, it
will be very dangerous. 2 People will love
themselves more than anyone else. They
will love money. They will boast about
themselves. They will be proud. They
will insult others. They will not obey their
parents. They will not thank anyone for
anything. They will not honor God. 3
They will not love even their own families. They will refuse to be at peace with
anyone. They will slander others. They
will not control themselves. They will be
brutal toward others. They will not love
what is good. 4 They will betray the ones
they should protect. They will do dangerous things without thinking. They will be
proud, and they will do what pleases them
instead of loving God. 5 They will seem to
honor God, but they will refuse to accept
the power that God truly wants to give
them. Stay away from people like this. 6
These men persuade foolish women to let
them come into their houses. Then they
deceive those women so that they control
what they think. These are women who
sin all the time, so they follow these evil
men into doing all sorts of bad things that
they enjoy doing. 7 Even though these
women are always wanting to learn new
things, they are never able to learn what
is actually true. 8 In the same way that

Timothy, you have followed what I
taught you. You have seen my way of living. You have seen how I want to serve
God. You have seen how I trust in him.
You have seen how I have peace even
when I am suffering. You have seen how I
love God and the believers. You have seen
how I keep on serving God even when it is
very hard to do so. 11 You have seen how
people persecuted me. You have seen every way in which I suffered when I was in
Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. I suffered
very much in those places, but the Lord
has taken me out of all that suffering. 12
Indeed, they will make suffer every one
who wants to live in a way that he honors
Christ Jesus. 13 Evil men and frauds will
continue to become more evil. They will
lead people away from what is true, and
they will allow others to lead themselves
away also. 14 But as for you, keep on doing the things that you have learned to do,
and the things that you have come to believe are right. Remember me, because I
am the one who taught you these things. 15
Remember also that even when you were
a young child, you learned what God says
in the scriptures. These can teach you
how Christ Jesus saves us, when we trust
in him. 16 All the scriptures come from
God’s Spirit, so we should read them in
order to teach the truth about God. We
should also read them in order to persuade people to believe the truth. Also
to correct people when they sin. Also to
teach people how to do what is right. 17
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We should do these things so that God can
train every believer and give him what he
needs in order to do every kind of good
thing.

Chapter 4
1

When Christ Jesus comes soon to rule, he
will judge those who still live and those
who died. And now he and God are watching me as I command you 2 to proclaim the
message about Christ. Be ready to do this
when it is easy to do so and also when it is
not easy. Convince people about what is
right when they have done wrong. Warn
them not to sin. Encourage them to follow Christ. Do these things as you teach
them, and always be willing to wait for
them to do better. 3 I tell you these things,
because the time will come when people
among us will not follow what God truly
teaches. Instead, they will ﬁnd many men
who will teach that it is good to do anything they wish to do. In this way, they
will always be looking for something new
and different to learn. 4 They will stop listening to the truth, and they will pay attention to foolish stories. 5 But as for you, Timothy, control yourself no matter what happens. Be willing to endure diﬃcult things.
Do the work of preaching the Gospel. Complete the work you must do to serve the
Lord.
6

I tell you these things, because soon I
will die and leave this world. I will be
like the cup of wine that they pour out
on the altar and sacriﬁce to God. 7 I am
like an athlete who has done his best in a
contest. I am like a runner who has ﬁnished his race. I have done my best to
obey God. 8 Now a prize is waiting for me
because I have lived in the right way for
God. The Lord will judge me in the right
way. He will give that prize to me when

he comes again. And he will give it also
to everyone who waits eagerly for him to
9
come again.
Timothy, try to come to
10
me soon.
Demas left me behind and
went to Thessalonica, because he loves life
in this world too much. Crescens went to
Galatia, and Titus went to Dalmatia. 11
Only Luke is still with me. Get Mark and
bring him with you. Do this because he
can help me very much. 12 I have sent
Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come,
bring the outer garment that I left at Troas
with Carpus. Also bring the scrolls, especially those made from animal skins.
14

Alexander the metalworker acted very
badly toward me. The Lord will punish him for what he has done. 15 You
also should be on guard against him because he did everything possible to stop
our preaching.
16

The ﬁrst time I stood in court and explained my work, no believers stood by
my side to encourage me. They all stayed
away. May God not hold them responsible for this. 17 But the Lord stood with
me and helped me. He made me strong,
so that I fully spoke his word and so that
all the Gentiles listened to it. In this way
God saved me from dying. 18 The Lord will
rescue me from every evil thing they do.
He will bring me safely to where he rules
in heaven. May people praise him forever.
Amen.
19

Greet Priscilla and Aquila. Greet the
people in the home of Onesiphorus. 20
Erastus stayed in Corinth city. As for
Trophimus, I left him in Miletus city because he was sick. 21 Try to come before
winter. Eubulus greets you, also Pudens,
Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers. 22
May the Lord be with your spirit. May he
be kind to all of you.
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trol his emotions. 9 He must always believe the true things we have taught him,
and he must live according to them. He
must do this in order to persuade people
to live like this too, and in order to correct
people if they do not want to live like this.

Chapter 1
1

I, Paul, write this letter to you, Titus.

10

I am a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ. God sent me to teach the people whom he has chosen as his own to
trust him more. I work to help his people to know what is true, so that they can
live in a way that pleases God. 2 His people
can learn how to live like this because they
are conﬁdent that God will cause them to
live forever. God tells no lies. Even before
the world began, he promised to cause us
to live forever. 3 Then, at the right time,
he communicated his plan through this
message that he trusted me to preach. I
do this in order to obey the command of
God, who saves us. 4 I am writing to you,
Titus, because you are like a son to me
because we both believe in Jesus Christ.
May God the Father and Christ Jesus who
saves us continue to be kind to you and
to give you peace. 5 I left you on the Island of Crete for this reason: that you do
the work that is still unﬁnished and also
appoint elders for the group of believers
in every city, just as I told you to do. 6
An elder must be without blame, the husband of one wife, with faithful children
not accused of reckless behavior or undisciplined. 7 You yourself must continually
do what is good so that others will see
what they should also be doing. When you
teach the believers, make sure that everything you say is true and say it in a way
that they will respect. 8 Rather than that,
he must welcome strangers and love the
things that are good. He must always act
sensibly and treat other people in a fair
and honest manner. He must always act
in a way that is right for someone who is
devoted to God and he must always con-

I tell you these things because there
are many people who refuse to obey those
who are in authority over them. The people who are the most like this are the ones
who tell all followers of Christ to become
circumcised. 11 You and the leaders whom
you appoint should prevent such people
from teaching the believers. They are
teaching things that they should not teach,
causing entire families to believe wrong
things. They only do it so that people will
give them money. This is very shameful!
12
One man of Crete, someone his people
thought was a prophet, said, “Cretans are
always lying to one another! They are like
dangerous wild animals! They are lazy
and always eat too much food.” 13 What
he said is true, so correct them forcefully
so that they may believe and teach correct
14
things about God.
They should stop
living according to stories invented by the
Jews and commandments that came from
people, not God, people who have stopped
obeying what is true. 15 If someone does
not have sinful thoughts or desires, then
for that person everything is good. But
if anyone is wicked and does not believe
in Christ Jesus, everything that he does
makes him unclean. Such a person’s way
of thinking has been ruined. He does not
even feel guilty when he does what is evil.
16
Even though they claim to know God,
what they do shows that they do not know
him. They are disgusting. They disobey
God and can do nothing good for him.

Chapter 2
1
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people what is appropriate behavior for
people who believe the truth about God.
2
Tell the older men that they must control themselves at all times, that they must
live in a way that other people respect,
and that they must act sensibly. Tell them
that they must also ﬁrmly believe the true
things about God, love others truly, and do
all these things even when it is diﬃcult.
3
Tell the older women, like the men, to
live so that everyone knows that they respect God very much. Tell them that they
must not say mean or false things about
other people, and that they must not be addicted to drinking a lot of wine. Instead,
they should teach others what is good. 4
In this way, they will be able to advise
the younger women to love their own husbands and children. 5 The older women
should also teach the younger women to
control what they say and do, not to act in
a bad way toward any man, to work well
at home, and to do what their husbands
tell them. They should do all these things
so that no one can mock God’s message
6
As for the younger men, urge
to us.
them likewise to control themselves well.
7
When you teach the believers, make sure
that everything you say is true and say it
in a way that they will respect. 8 Teach
people what is right with messages that no
one can criticize, so that if anybody wants
to stop you, other people will shame them
because they will have nothing bad that
they can justly say about any of us. 9 As
for those believers who are slaves, teach
them that they should always submit to
their masters. Tell them to live in a way
that pleases their masters in every way,
and to not be argumentative with them.
10
They must not steal even little things
from their masters; instead, they should
be faithful to them, and they should do
everything in a way that leads people to
admire all that we teach about God, who
saves us.

11

Titus, all that I have written adds up to
this: Everyone is now able to know that
God wishes to save them; this is his gift
to them. 12 This saving grace from God
trains us, as if we were children, to say
no to the desires that are found in this
world. It helps us to think about things in
the right way, to be honest, truthful, and
fair to other people and to always keep
God in our thoughts and actions while we
live in this world. 13 At the same time,
God teaches us to wait for what he will certainly do in the future, which is something
that will make us very happy: That is, Jesus the Messiah, our Savior and powerful
God, will return to us in great splendor. 14
He gave himself to die as the payment to
free us from our lawless nature, to make
us his cherished possession, a treasured
people that he has made clean, a people
whose greatest joy is to do what is good.
15

Titus, speak about these things. Urge
those who hear you to live as I have described. And use your full right of command to correct our brothers and sisters
when it is necessary. Let no one disregard
what you say.

Chapter 3
1

Titus, be sure to remind our people that,
as much as possible, we should comply
with the rules and laws that govern our society. We need to be obedient and ready to
do good at every opportunity. 2 We should
not say disrespectful things about anyone
or argue with people. It is good to let other
people have their preferences instead of
pushing to get our own way, and to treat
everyone with gentleness.
3

We need to remember that there was
a time when we ourselves were foolish
and unpersuaded about these things. We
were led astray and served various pas-
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sions and pleasures as if we were their
slaves. We spent our lives envying each
other and doing evil. We caused people
to hate us and we hated each other. 4
But when God showed us that he was acting generously to save us because he loves
us, 5 he saved us by washing us clean on
the inside, giving us a new birth, and making us new by the Holy Spirit. He did not
save us because we do good things, but he
saved us because he is merciful. 6 God
generously gave us his Holy Spirit when
Jesus the Messiah saved us. 7 By this gift,
God has declared that everything is made
right between him and us. And more than
that, we will share in everything that the
Lord Jesus has to give us, especially everlasting life with him.

who need help. If they do this they will be
living in a useful way for God.
15

Titus, all those who are with me greet
you! And please greet our friends there
who love us as fellow believers. May God
continue to show great kindness to all of
you.

8

This is a statement that can be trusted. I
want you to continually emphasize these
things so that those who have believed
God may constantly devote themselves to
doing those things that are good and that
help others. These things are excellent
and beneﬁcial for everyone. 9 But stay
away from senseless debates, controversies about lists of Jewish ancestors, and arguments and disputes about religious law.
Those kinds of discussions are a waste of
time and they do not help you in any way.
10
If people insist on engaging in these
divisive activities after you have warned
them one or two times, then have nothing
more to do with them, 11 because people
like that have turned away from the truth;
they live in sin and condemn themselves.
12

When I send Artemas or Tychicus to
you, do your best to come to me at the
town of Nicopolis, because I have decided
to stay there for the winter. 13 Do everything you can to send Zenas the law expert, and Apollos on their journey, along
with everything that they need. 14 Make
sure that our people learn to occupy themselves with doing good things for people
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Chapter 1
1

I, Paul, am a prisoner who serves Christ
Jesus. I am here with Timothy, our fellow believer. I am writing this letter to
you, Philemon, our dear friend and fellow
worker. 2 I am also writing to Apphia, our
fellow believer, and to Archippus, who is
like a soldier who serves along with us.
And I am writing to the group of believers that meets in your house. 3 I pray that
God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ
will continue to act kindly toward you all.
I pray that he will continue to cause you
to have peace.
4

When I pray for you, I always thank God,
because I keep hearing about how you
trust in the Lord Jesus. I also hear about
how you keep on loving and helping all
the believers. 6 I pray that because you
trust in Christ the same as we do, you may
be able to know every good thing that we
have to give you regarding Christ. 7 I have
greatly rejoiced and have much courage
because you, my dear friend, have been
loving God’s people and helping them.
5

Although he is very dear to me, I am
sending him back to you. 13 I would like
to have kept him with me, in order that
he might serve me in your place. I need
him because I am in prison because of
my preaching the message about Christ.
14
However, because I had not yet asked
you and you had not yet permitted me to
keep him here with me, I decided not to
keep him here. I decided that you should
help me only if you really want to help me.
15
Perhaps the reason that God permitted
Onesimus to be separated from you was so
you could have him back forever! 16 You
will no longer have him only as a slave. Instead, you will have him as someone who
is more than a slave. You will have him as
a fellow believer! He is very dear to me,
but he certainly will be even more dear to
you. This is because now he not only belongs to you as a slave, but he also belongs
to the Lord.
17

So if you believe that you and I are doing God’s work together, welcome him as
you would welcome me. 18 If he has done
you any kind of harm, or if he is in debt
to you, let me take the responsibility for
that. 19 I, Paul, am now writing this in my
own handwriting: I will repay you what
he owes you. I could say to you that you
8
So I want to ask you to do something. I owe me even more than Onesimus owes
am completely conﬁdent that I have the you, because what I told you saved your
authority to command you to do what own life.
you should do, because I am an apostle 20 Indeed, my brother, let me beneﬁt from
of Christ. 9 But because I know that you you because of the Lord. Since we are
love God’s people, I request this instead both joined to Christ, make my heart glad.
of commanding you to do it. It is I, Paul, 21
I have written this letter to you, because
an old man and now also a prisoner beI am sure that you will do what I am askcause I serve Christ Jesus, who am requesting you to do. In fact, I know that you will
10
I request that you do someing it.
do even more than what I am asking you
thing for Onesimus. He is now like a son of
to do.
mine because I told him about Christ here
in prison. 11 Although his name, as you 22 Also, get a guest room ready for me to
know, means “useful,” he was useless to stay in, because I conﬁdently expect that
you in the past. But now he is useful both as a result of your prayers for me, I will
to you and to me!
be released from prison and will come to
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you all.
23

Epaphras, who is suffering with me in
prison because he is joined to Christ Jesus, sends his greetings to you. 24 Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, who are
my other fellow workers, also send their
greetings to you. 25 I pray that the Lord Jesus Christ will continue to be kind to you.
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and his ministers who serve him to be
like ﬂames of ﬁre.”
8

But in the scriptures, it is also written
about God’s Son:

Chapter 1
1

”You who are God will rule forever,

Long ago God communicated frequently
to our ancestors in various ways by what
the prophets said and wrote. 2 But now
when this ﬁnal age is beginning, God has
communicated to us by his own Son. God
has chosen him to possess all things. By
him God also created the universe. 3 God’s
Son is the light of God’s powerful brilliance. He shows exactly what God is truly
like. All things that exist—he keeps them
existing by giving powerful commands.
After he had acted so that all sin should
be forgiven, he rose into heaven and sat
down at the highest place of honor, at the
right side of God the Father, where he
rules with him.

and you will reign justly over your kingdom.
9

You have loved people’s righteous
deeds and you have hated people’s sinful
deeds.
So God, whom you worship, has caused
you to be more joyful than anyone else.”
10

We also know that his Son is superior to
angels because in the scriptures it is written about God’s Son,
”Lord, it was you who created the earth
in the beginning.
You also made the rest of the universe,
the stars and everything in the sky.

11
Those things will no longer exist, but
God has made his Son to be so much
more important than the angels that he you will keep on living forever.
has far more honor and authority than
They will wear out as clothing wears
they do. 5 In the scriptures no one ever out.
reported that God said to any angel what
12
You will roll them up as if they were
he said to his Son:
old clothes.
”You are my Son!
Then you will change all that is in the
Today I have declared to all that I am universe for something new,
your Father!”
like someone putting on new clothes.
4

And he never said about any angel what
But you stay the same, and you live forhe said in another scripture passage about ever!”
his Son:
13
God has never said to any angel what he
”I will be his Father,
said to his Son:
and he will be my Son.”

”Sit in the most important place next to
me
and rule with me
6
When God brought his honored Son, his
while I defeat all of your enemies for
only Son, into the world, he commanded:
you to rule over them!”
“All my angels must worship him.”
14
The angels are only spirits whom God
7
And in the scriptures it is written about
has sent out to serve and care for believthe angels:
ers whom God will soon save completely,
”God has made his angels to be spirits, as he has promised to do for them.
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Chapter 2
1

So, since that is true, we must pay very
great attention to what we have heard
about God’s Son, so that we do not grad2
ually stop believing it.
When the angels spoke God’s law to the people of Israel, what they said was valid. God justly
punished all who disobeyed him and violated his law. 3 Since this is true, we will
certainly not escape God; he will certainly
judge us if we ignore the good news about
how he saves us. It was the Lord Jesus
who ﬁrst told us about this, and the disciples who heard him have assured us that
he did so. 4 God also conﬁrmed to us that
this message was true by giving believers
power to do mighty deeds that prove these
things are true. And the Holy Spirit also
gives many gifts to the believers, just as he
desires to distribute them.
5

appeared in this life as a little less important than the angels. Because he suffered
and died, God has made him the most important of all. He has made Jesus king
over everything, because Jesus died for all
mankind. It was because God was so kind
to us that this happened.
10

It was proper that God should make Jesus complete in every way by suffering
and dying for us. God is the one who
created all things, and he is the one for
whom all things exist. And Jesus is the one
who enables God to save people. 11 Jesus, the one who sets his people apart for
God, and those same people whom God declares as good before him, are all from the
same source, God himself. So Jesus is not
embarrassed to proclaim them to be his
own brothers and sisters. 12 The psalmist
wrote that Christ said to God,
”I will proclaim to my brothers how
awesome you are.

God has not put the angels in charge
of the new world he will make, but inI will sing praise to you in the middle of
stead, he is putting Christ in charge of it. the assembly of believers!”
6
Someone solemnly spoke to God about 13
And a prophet wrote in another scripthis somewhere in the scriptures, saying,
ture passage what Christ said about God:
”No human being is worthy enough for
“I will trust him.”
you to think about him!
And in another scripture passage, Christ
No human is worthy enough for you to said about those who are like his children,
care for him!
“I and the children whom God has given
7
You created humans a little less impor- me are here.”
tant than the angels,
14
So since those whom God calls his chilYet you have greatly honored them, as dren are all human beings, Jesus also bepeople honor kings.
came a human being just like them. The
devil has the power to cause people to be
8
You have put everything under their
afraid to die, but Christ became human so
control.”
that by his dying and defeating death he
God has determined that mankind will might make the devil powerless. 15 Jesus
rule over everything. That means that did this in order to free all of us who, all
nothing will be left out from him ruling it. our lives, could not rid ourselves of the
But now, at this present time, we do not fear of death. 16 Because Jesus became
see mankind ruling over everything. 9 a human being, it is not angels that he has
However, we do know about Jesus, who come to help. No, it is us who trust God as
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Abraham did whom he wants to help. 17
So God had to make Jesus to be exactly like
us, like his human “brothers.” He became
a high priest who acts mercifully to all people and who acts faithfully for God, so he
could die for the people’s sins and make
a way for God to forgive them. 18 Jesus
is able to help those who are tempted to
sin because he himself suffered and was
tempted to sin, just as we are tempted to
sin.

10

So I became angry with those people,
and I said about them, ‘They are never
faithful to me, and they do not understand
how I wanted them to conduct their lives.’
11

I was angry with them and solemnly
declared, ‘They will not enter the land of
Canaan where I would let them rest!’”

Chapter 3
1

My fellow believers, God has set you
apart and has chosen you to belong to himself. So consider Jesus. He is God’s apostle
to us and is also the high priest whom we
say we believe in together. 2 He faithfully
served God, who appointed him, just like
Moses faithfully served all of God’s people, whom we call God’s house. 3-4 Now
just as every house is made by someone,
God made everything. So God has considered that Jesus is worthy for people to
honor him more than they honor Moses,
just as the one who builds a house deserves for people to honor him more than
5
they should honor the house.
Moses
very faithfully served God as he helped
all of God’s people, just as a servant faithfully serves his master. So Moses testiﬁed
about what Jesus would say later. 6 But
Christ is the Son who rules over God’s people, and we are the people he rules if we
continue to courageously believe in Christ
and conﬁdently expect God to do all that
he has promised to do for us.
7

The Holy Spirit caused the psalmist to
write these words in the scriptures to the
Israelites:
”Now, when you hear God speak to you,
do not refuse to obey him, and do not let
your desires be more important that what
8

God says, for if you do, you would be just
like your ancestors long ago, when they
turned away from God and did not obey
him. 9 Your ancestors repeatedly tested
me, to see whether I would be patient with
them, even though for forty years they
saw all the amazing things I did.

12

So, fellow believers, be careful that
none of you stops trusting in Christ because of evil in your heart, which would
cause you to reject the only God who actually lives. 13 Instead, each of you must encourage each other every day, while you
still have the opportunity. If you are stubborn, others will deceive you and lead you
to sin. 14 We are now joined to Christ if
we continue to seriously and conﬁdently
trust in him, from the time we ﬁrst trusted
in him to the time when we die. 15 The
psalmist wrote in the scripture that God
said,
“Now, when you hear me speaking to
you, do not stubbornly disobey me as your
ancestors did when they rebelled against
me.”
16

Remember who it was who rebelled
against God, even though they heard him
speak to them. It was all of God’s people
who Moses led out of Egypt. 17 And remember who it was with whom God was
disgusted for forty years. It was God’s
people who sinned, and their dead bodies lay there in the desert. 18 And remember about whom God solemnly declared,
“They will not enter the land where I
would let them rest.” It was those Israelites who disobeyed God. 19 So, from
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that example we know that it was because
they did not keep trusting in God that they
were unable to enter the land where God
would allow them to rest.

Chapter 4

time when we may enter that place of resting. That time is now! We know that is
true because much later than when the Israelites rebelled against God in the desert,
he caused King David to write what I have
already quoted,

“Right now, when you understand what
God is saying to you, do not stubbornly dis1
God has promised that we would rest, obey him.”
but we must be careful, because we can 8 If Joshua had led the Israelites to enmiss God’s place of rest. 2 We have heard ter the only place of resting God would
the good news about how Jesus gives us give them, then much later God would
God’s rest, just as the Israelites heard God not have spoken again about another day
promise that they would rest in Canaan. of rest. But he did give them another
But just as that message did not help many promise of rest. 9 So, just as God rested
Israelites because they did not trust God on the seventh day after he ﬁnished creas Joshua and Caleb did, the good news ating everything, there remains a time
about Christ will not help us if we do not when God’s people will rest eternally. 10
3
We who have believed in Whoever enters God’s place of resting has
trust God.
Christ are able to enter the place of rest ceased from his work, just as God ﬁnished
because God said,
doing his work of creating everything.
“Because I was angry with the people 11 So we eagerly enter into the rest of
of Israel, I solemnly declared, ‘They will God by following Christ, so that the exnot enter the land where I would let them ample of those who disobey will not inrest.’ ”
12
God’s
ﬂuence us and ruin us too.
God said this even though his plans had words are alive and powerful, and they
been ﬁnished from the time he created the are able to cut like a sharp sword—cutting
world. 4 What was written in the scrip- so deep that it can separate out the diftures about the seventh day after he had ference between our soul and our spirit.
spent six days creating the world, shows God’s words are just like a sword that cuts
deeply, down so deep they can cut into us
that this is true:
like a sharp sword cuts through the joints
“Then, on the seventh day, God rested
of an animal. Those words cut even into
from his work of creating everything.”
the hardest places in us, like a sword that
5
But note again what God said about the can cut down into the marrow within the
Israelites in the passage that I quoted pre- bones. God’s words are like a judge, deciding what thoughts are good or what
viously:
thoughts are bad, and his words test the
“They will not enter the land where I
motives hidden deep within each of our
would let them rest.”
hearts. 13 God knows everything about ev6
Some people still enter God’s rest. But eryone. Nothing is hidden from him. Evthe Israelites who ﬁrst heard God promise erything is completely open to him and he
that they would rest—they did not enter sees everything we do. We must all apthat place of resting, because they refused pear before God and we must tell him how
to believe God. 7 But God set another we have lived our lives.
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So we have a great high priest who
ascended through the heavens when he
returned to God’s presence. He is Jesus,
God’s Son. So let us courageously say
openly that we trust Jesus Christ. 15 Our
high priest can indeed have mercy on us
and encourage us, we who tend to sin easily, because Satan also tempted him to sin
in every way that he tempts us to sin—but
he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to
Christ, who rules from heaven and does
for us what we do not deserve, so that he
might kindly help us and have mercy on
us when we need him to do so.

Chapter 5
1

When God chooses a high priest, he selects a man from the people. This man
must serve God for the people; he must
give God gifts and sacriﬁce animals to him
for the people’s sins. 2 A high priest can be
gentle with those who know little about
God and with those who sin against him.
This is because the high priest himself is
weak with sin. 3 As a result, he also must
sacriﬁce animals, because he sins just like
the people do. 4 But no one can honor
himself by deciding to become the high
priest. Instead, God chose each man to become a high priest, as he chose Aaron to be
the ﬁrst high priest. 5 Similarly, Christ also
did not honor himself by becoming high
priest. Instead, God the Father appointed
him by saying to him what the psalmist
wrote in the scriptures:
“You are my son! Today I have declared
that I am your father!”
6

And he also said to Christ what the
psalmist wrote in another scripture passage:

7

In the days when Christ was living here
in the world, he prayed to God and cried
out loudly to him in tears. He asked God,
who could save him from dying. And God
listened to him, because Christ honored
him and obeyed him. 8 Although Christ
is God’s own son, he learned to obey God
by suffering and dying. 9 By accomplishing everything that God wanted him to do,
he has now become fully able to save eternally all who obey him. 10 God has designated him to be our high priest in the way
that Melchizedek was a high priest.
11

I want to tell you much about the
many ways in which Christ resembles
Melchizedek. This is hard for me to explain to you because you ﬁnd it so diﬃcult
to understand. 12 You became Christians
long ago. So by now you should be teaching God’s truths to others. But you still
need someone to teach you again the elementary truths of the words of God from
the scriptures, starting from the beginning. You need those basic truths like babies need milk. You are not ready to learn
more diﬃcult things, things that are like
the solid food that mature people need. 13
Remember that those who are still learning these elementary truths do not understand what God says about becoming righteous. Neither do they yet know right
from wrong. They are just like babies who
need milk! 14 But the more diﬃcult spiritual truth is for people who know God better, just like solid food is for people who
are adults. They can tell the difference
between what is good and what is evil,
because they have trained themselves by
learning what is right and what is wrong.

Chapter 6

“You are a priest eternally in the way 1-3 So, we must not keep discussing what
we ﬁrst learned about Christ, things that
that Melchizedek was a priest.”
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all believers must learn at ﬁrst. Some of
these things are how to stop doing sinful deeds, those that lead to death, and
how to start trusting in God. There are
also important things we teach: various
kinds of baptism, why we often pray while
putting our hands on each other; and also
about how God will raise us all from the
dead and judge everyone in a way that
will last forever. Indeed, we will discuss
these things again later, if God gives us
the chance to do it. But now we must
discuss things that are harder to understand; these are things that will help us
to trust in Christ in all times, no matter
4
what happens.
I will explain why
it is important to do this. Some people
have at one time understood the message
about Christ. They learned what it was
like for God to forgive them and for Christ
to love them, and they received gifts from
the Holy Spirit. 5 They found for themselves that God’s message is good, and
they learned how God will work powerfully in the future. 6 But now, if these people reject Christ, no one will be able to persuade them to stop sinning and to trust in
him again! That is because it is as though
these people have nailed the Son of God
to his cross again! They are causing people to despise Christ in front of others. 7
Think about this: God has blessed land on
which rain has frequently fallen and on
which plants grow for the farmers. 8 But
what will happen to believers who do not
obey God is like what happens to land on
which only thorns and thistles grow. Such
land is worthless. It has become land that
the farmer will curse and whose plants he
will burn away.
9

You can see that I am warning you, dear
friends, not to reject Christ. At the same
time, I am certain that you are doing better than that. You are doing the things
that are in conformity with the fact that
God is saving you. 10 Since God always

acts justly, he will not overlook all you
have done for him; he will not overlook
how you have loved and helped your fellow believers, and how you are still helping them. 11 We greatly desire that each
of you continue to show the same effort
you are showing now, so that to the very
end of your lives, you will be sure you will
receive all that God promised to give you.
12
I do not want you to be lazy. Instead, I
want you to do what other believers have
done, those who are receiving what God
promised them, because they trusted in
him and were patient.
13

When God promised to do great things
for Abraham, there was no one greater
than himself whom he could ask to force
himself to do those things. So he asked
himself. 14 Then he said to Abraham, “I
will certainly bless you and I will certainly
greatly increase the number of your descendants.” 15 So after Abraham patiently
waited for God to do what he promised,
God did for him what he had promised. 16
Keep in mind that when people promise
something, they ask a more important person to punish them if they do not do what
they promise. This is how they often settle disputes. 17 So when God wanted to
demonstrate very clearly to us who would
receive what he had promised that he
would not change what he had planned to
do, he said that he would declare himself
guilty if he did not do what he promised.
18
He did that to strongly encourage us,
because he has done two things that cannot change: He promised to help us, and
he told us that he would declare himself
guilty if he did not help us. Now, God
cannot lie. That is why we have trusted
in him, just as he has encouraged us to
do. 19 Yes, we conﬁdently expect to receive what God has promised to do for us.
It is as if we were a ship, whose anchor
is holding us ﬁrmly in one place. The one
we conﬁdently expect to hold us is Jesus,
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because he has gone into God’s very presence. This is why he is just like the high
priests who go behind the curtain into the
innermost part of the temple, where God
is present. 20 Jesus went into God’s presence ahead of us to allow us to enter in
that same place with God, too. Jesus has
become a high priest forever, in the way
that Melchizedek was a high priest.

Chapter 7
1

of everything from Abraham. He also
blessed Abraham, the man to whom God
promised many descendants. 7 Now everyone knows that the more important
people bless the less important people,
just as Melchizedek blessed Abraham. So
we know that Melchizedek was greater
than Abraham. 8 In the case of the priests
who are descendants of Levi, they are all
men who will die one day, but even they
received tithes. However, in the case of
Melchizedek, who received a tenth of everything from Abraham—it is as if God
testiﬁed that Melchizedek keeps on living,
since scripture does not speak about him
dying. 9 And it was as though Levi himself, and all the priests descended from
him—those who received tithes from the
people—paid tithes to Melchizedek because their ancestor Abraham paid tithes
to him. When Abraham paid tithes to
Melchizedek it was as though Levi and all
the priests descended from him acknowledged that Melchizedek was greater than
Abraham. 10 This is true because we can
say that Levi and his descendants were
still in Abraham’s body when Melchizedek
met Abraham.

Now I will say more about this man
Melchizedek. He was the king of the city
of Salem and was also a priest of God,
who rules the universe. He met Abraham
and his men who were returning home
from defeating the armies of the four
kings. Melchizedek blessed Abraham. 2
Then Abraham gave to him one tenth of
all the things he took after winning the
battle. Now Melchizedek’s name means
ﬁrst, “king who rules righteously,” and,
since Salem means “peace,” his name also
means “the king who rules peacefully.” 3
The scriptures provide us with no record
of Melchizedek’s father, mother, or ances- 11
God gave the law to his people at
tors; nor do the scriptures tell us when he
the same time he gave regulations about
was born or when he died. It is as if he conthe priests. So if the priests who were
tinues to be a priest forever. In this way,
descended from Aaron and his ancestor
he is a little like the Son of God.
Levi could have provided a way for God
4
You can realize how great this man to forgive people for disobeying those
Melchizedek was from the fact that Abra- laws, those priests would have been adeham, our famous ancestor, gave him a quate. In that case, no other priest like
tenth of the best things he took from Melchizedek would have been necessary.
the battle with the kings. 5 According 12 But we know those priests were not adto the laws God gave Moses, the descen- equate, because a new type of priest like
dants of Abraham’s great-grandson Levi, Melchizedek has come. And since God has
who were priests, should take tithes from appointed a new type of priest, he also
God’s people who were their relatives, had to change the law. 13 Jesus, the one
even though those people also were fel- about whom I am saying these things, is
low descendants of Abraham. 6 But this not a descendant of Levi. Instead, he came
man Melchizedek, who was not among from the tribe of Judah, which never gave
the descendants of Levi, received a tenth any person who served as priest. 14 The
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scriptures clearly state this. And in fact,
Moses never said that any of Judah’s descendants would become priests. 15 Furthermore, we know that the priests descended from Levi were inadequate, since
it is even more obvious that another priest
has appeared who is like Melchizedek. 16
This priest is Jesus; he became a priest, but
not because he fulﬁlled what God’s law required about being a descendant of Levi.
Instead, he has the kind of power that
came from a life that nothing can destroy.
17
We know this since God conﬁrmed it in
the scripture passage in which he said to
his Son,
“You are a priest eternally, just as
Melchizedek was a priest.”
18

God withdrew what he had ﬁrst commanded about the priests because those
priests are unable to make sinful people
holy. 19 No one was able to become good
by obeying the laws that God gave Moses.
On the other hand, God gave us a better
reason to have conﬁdence in him, because
he makes it possible for us to come near to
him.
20

Furthermore, when God appointed
Christ as a priest, he solemnly declared it.
When God appointed former priests, he
did not do this. 21 But when he appointed
Christ to be a priest, it was by these words
that the psalmist wrote in scripture:

tinue to be a high priest forever. 25 So
Jesus can completely and eternally save
those who come to God, since he lives forever to plead with God to forgive them
and keep them safe.
26

Jesus is the kind of high priest that we
need. He was holy, he did no wrong, and
he was innocent. God has now separated
him from living among sinners, and has
now taken him up to the highest heaven.
27
The Jewish high priests need to sacriﬁce
animals day by day as well as year by year.
They do this, ﬁrstly, to cover their own
sins, and then to cover the sins of other
people. But because Jesus never sinned,
he does not need to do that. The only thing
he needed to do to save people was to
sacriﬁce himself once, and that is exactly
what he did! 28 We need a high priest like
Jesus, because the priests, who were appointed as commanded in the law, sinned
like all humans sin. But God solemnly
declared after he had given his laws to
Moses that he would appoint his Son to be
high priest. Now his Son, who is God the
Son, Jesus, is forever the only perfect high
priest.

Chapter 8
1

The most important part of everything
that I have written is that we have a high
”The Lord has solemnly declared
priest who has sat down to rule in the
place of greatest honor in heaven, beside
—and he will not change his mind:
God himself. 2 He serves in the sanctu‘You will be a priest forever!’”
ary, that is, in the true place of worship
22
Because of that, Jesus himself guaran- in heaven. That is the true sacred tent, for
tees that the new covenant will be better the Lord set it up, not Moses.
than the old one.
3
God appoints every high priest to offer
23
And formerly, priests could not keep gifts and sacriﬁces for the people’s sins. So
serving as priests because they would al- since Christ became a high priest, he also
ways die. So there were many priests to had to offer something. 4 Since there are
take the place of the ones who died. 24 But already priests who offer gifts as God’s law
because Jesus lives eternally, he will con- requires, if Christ were now living on the
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earth, he would not be a high priest at all.
5
The priests in Jerusalem perform rituals
that are only a copy of what Christ does
in heaven. This is because when Moses
was about to set up the sacred tent, God
told him, “Be sure that you make everything according to what I showed you on
Mount Sinai!” 6 But now Christ serves in
a much better way than the Jewish priests
do. In the same way, the new covenant
that he established between God and people is better than the old one. When he established the new covenant, he promised
us better things than the laws that God
gave Moses.
7

God needed to make this new covenant,
because the ﬁrst covenant had not done
everything well. 8 Because God declared
that the Israelites were guilty of not obeying the ﬁrst covenant, he wanted a new
covenant. This is what a prophet wrote
about that:
”The Lord says, ’Listen! There will soon
be a time

I will be their God, and they will be my
people.
11

No one will need to teach a fellow
citizen
or tell his fellow kinsmen, ‘You acknowledge that the Lord is God,’
because all my people will acknowledge
me.
Everyone among my people, from
the least important to the most important,
will know me.
12

I will mercifully forgive them for the
wicked things they have done.
I will no longer consider that they are
guilty for their sins.”
13

Since God said that he was making a
new covenant, we know that he considered that the ﬁrst covenant was no longer
in use, and that it would soon disappear.

Chapter 9

when I will make a new covenant with
the people of Israel and the people of Ju- 1 In the ﬁrst covenant God regulated how
dah.
people of Israel should worship, and he
9
That covenant will not be like the told them to make a place to worship him.
covenant that I made with their ancestors 2 The sanctuary that the Israelites set up
was the sacred tent. In its outer room
when I led them out of Egypt like a fathere were the lampstand and the table
ther leads his young child.
on which they put the bread on display
They did not continue to obey my before God. That room was called the
covenant,
holy place. 3 Behind the curtain on one
side of the holy place there was another
so I let them alone,’ says the Lord.
room. That was called the very holy place.
10
’This is the covenant that I will make 4 It had an altar covered with gold for
with the Israelites,
burning incense. It also had the sacred
after the ﬁrst covenant has ended,’ says chest. All its sides were covered with gold.
In it was the golden pot which contained
the Lord:
pieces of the food they called manna. In
’I will enable them to understand my
the chest there was also Aaron’s walking
laws,
stick that had budded to prove that he
and I will enable them to obey them was God’s true priest. In the chest were
sincerely from their hearts.
also the stone tablets on which God had
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written the Ten Commandments. 5 On top
of the chest were ﬁgures of winged creatures that symbolized God’s glory. Their
wings overshadowed the sacred chest’s lid
where the high priest sprinkled the blood
to atone for the sins of the people. I cannot
now write about these things in detail.
6

After they have arranged all these things
in this way, the Jewish priests habitually
go into the outer room of the tent to do
their tasks. 7 But into the inner room only
the high priest goes once a year. He always takes the blood of animals that they
have slaughtered. He offers the blood to
God for his own sins and for the sins that
the other Israelites have committed. This
includes the sins they committed but they
did not know they were committing sins.
8
By those things the Holy Spirit indicated
that God did not reveal the way for ordinary people to enter into the inner room,
the very holy place, while the outer room
still existed. In a similar way, he did not
reveal the way for ordinary people to enter the presence of God while the Jews offered sacriﬁces in the old way. 9 This was
a symbol for the time in which we are now
living. The gifts and sacriﬁces offered in
the sacred tent cannot make a person always know right from wrong or always do
right from our hearts and in a way that he
pleases God. 10 Those rules about what to
eat and drink, and about what to wash—
all those rules are no longer any good because God has made a new covenant with
us. This new covenant is a much better
system.
11

But when Christ came as our high priest,
he brought the good things that we have
now. Then he went into God’s presence
in heaven, which is like the sacred tent,
but it is not part of the world that God
created. It is better than the tent Moses
set up here on earth because it is perfect.
12
When a high priest goes into the in-

ner room in the tent each year, he takes
goats’ blood and calves’ blood to offer as
a sacriﬁce. But Christ did not do that. It
was as though he went into that very holy
place only once because he gave his own
blood on the cross, just one time. By doing that, he redeemed us forever, because
13
his blood ﬂowed from himself.
The
priests sprinkle on people goats’ blood
and bulls’ blood and the water that has
been ﬁltered through the ashes of a red
heifer that they have completely burned.
By performing that ritual, they then say
that God will now accept that the people should worship him. 14 If all that is
true, then it became even more true when
Christ, who had never sinned, sacriﬁced
himself to God—he did this by the power
of God’s eternal Spirit. Because he sacriﬁced himself, God now forgives us for
having sinned, for having done things that
would have made us die forever. Now it is
as though we had never sinned; now we
can worship the true God.
15

By dying for us, Christ made for God a
new covenant with us. We were trying to
please God by means of the ﬁrst covenant,
but we were still guilty of having sinned.
When he died, he freed us from having to
die for our own sins. As a result, all of
us whom God has called to know him will
receive what he has promised to give us
forever. 16 A covenant is like a will. In
the case of a will, in order to put its provisions into effect, someone must prove that
the one who made it has died. 17 A will
goes into effect only when the one who
makes the will has died. It is not in effect
when the one who made it is still alive. 18
And so God put the ﬁrst covenant into effect only by means of animals’ blood that
ﬂowed when the priests sacriﬁced them.
19
After Moses had declared to all the Israelites everything that God commanded
in the laws that God gave him, he took
calves’ and goats’ blood mixed with water.
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He dipped into this blood scarlet wool that
he tied around a sprig of hyssop. Then
he sprinkled with some of the blood the
scroll itself containing God’s laws. Then
he sprinkled more of that blood on all the
people. 20 He said to them, “This is the
blood that brings into effect the covenant
that God commanded that you obey.” 21
Likewise, he sprinkled that blood on the
sacred tent and on every object that they
used in working there. 22 It was by sprinkling blood that they cleansed almost everything. That was what was stated in
God’s laws. If blood does not ﬂow when
they sacriﬁce an animal, God does not forgive the sins of those people.
23

So by animal sacriﬁces it was necessary
for the priests to cleanse the things that
symbolized what Christ does in heaven.
But God has to cleanse the things in
heaven by means of much better sacriﬁces than those. 24 Christ did not enter the
very holy place that humans made, which
only represented the true very holy place.
Instead, he entered heaven itself, in order to now be in God’s presence to plead
with God for us. 25 The high priest enters the very holy place once every year,
taking blood that is not his own, to offer
it as a sacriﬁce. But when Christ entered
heaven, it was not in order to offer himself repeatedly like that. 26 If that were
so, he would have needed to suffer and
shed his blood repeatedly since the time
when God created the world. But instead,
in this ﬁnal age, Christ has appeared once
so that by sacriﬁcing himself, God will forgive all our sins and will not condemn us
any more because we have sinned. 27 All
people must die once, and after that God
will judge them for their sins. 28 Likewise,
when Christ died, God offered him once to
be a sacriﬁce, to punish him in the place
of the many people who had sinned. He
will come to earth a second time, not in
order to sacriﬁce himself again for those

who have sinned, but in order to save us
who wait for him and expect him to come.

Chapter 10
1

The law does not show very well the
good things that God will give us later.
The law is like a shadow of something
else. If people come to worship God by
offering the same kinds of sacriﬁces every year, they can never become perfect.
2
If God had removed the guilt of those
who brought these sacriﬁces, they would
not feel that they were still guilty. So
they would certainly have stopped offering those sacriﬁces! 3 But rather, the fact
that they offer those sacriﬁces each year
reminds them that they are still guilty for
their sins. 4 So we know that even if we offer animals such as bulls or goats to God,
even if he sees their blood ﬂow, that will
not stop us from being guilty.
5

That is why, as Christ was coming into
the world, he said to his Father,
”It is not sacriﬁces and offerings that
you have wanted,
but you have prepared for me a body to
offer.
6

Animals that completely burn up when
people offer them to you, these animals
have not pleased you,
and neither do other sacriﬁces please
you.
7

Because of this, I said, ’My God, listen!

I have come here in order to do what
you want me to do,
just as they have written about me in
the scriptures.’”
8

First Christ said, “It is not sacriﬁces
and offerings and animals that the priests
have completely burned up and other offerings to atone for those who have sinned
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that you have really wanted. They have
not pleased you.” He said that even
though those things were offered according to the laws that God gave Moses! 9
Then, concerning his offering himself as a
sacriﬁce to atone for people’s sin, he said,
“Listen! I have come here to do what you
want me to do!” Thus Christ got rid of
the ﬁrst way of atoning for sin, in order
to establish the second way of atoning for
sin. 10 Because Jesus Christ did what God
wanted him to do, God set us apart for himself. This happened when Jesus Christ offered his own body once as a sacriﬁce, a
sacriﬁce that he will never need to repeat.
11

19

So, my fellow believers, because we
trust in what Jesus accomplished when
his own blood ﬂowed for us, we can conﬁdently go into God’s very presence that
was symbolized by the very holy place in
the sacred tent. 20 He has enabled us to go
into God’s presence by making a new way
in which we can live forever. This new
way is Jesus, who died for us. 21 Christ is
a great priest who rules over us, we who
are God’s people. 22 So we must approach
God sincerely by conﬁdently trusting in Jesus. It is he who has made our hearts pure
from having sinned. It is as if he sprinkled
his own blood over our hearts, and as if he
had washed our bodies in pure water. 23
We must unwaveringly keep stating what
we believe. Since God faithfully does all
he promised to do, we must conﬁdently
expect him to do these things. 24 And let
us think how each of us can best encourage each other to love one another and to
do good deeds. 25 We must not cease assembling ourselves to worship the Lord,
as some people have done. Instead, each
one of us must encourage the others. Let
us do that all the more since we know that
the time that the Lord will return is near.

As every priest stands daily in front
of the altar, he performs rituals and offers the same kind of sacriﬁces that could
never remove the guilt for anyone’s sins.
12
But Christ offered a sacriﬁce that will
be enough forever, and he offered it only
one time! After that, he sat down to rule
beside God in the place of highest honor.
13
From now on, he is waiting for God to
completely defeat all his enemies. 14 By
offering himself once as the sacriﬁce for
sin, he perfected forever those in whom
God has worked his cleansing and purity.
15
The Holy Spirit also conﬁrms to us that 26 If we deliberately and habitually sin
that is true. First he says:
after we have known the true message
16
”When the time of the ﬁrst covenant about Christ, no other sacriﬁce will help
us. 27 Instead, we must fearfully expect
with my people has ﬁnished,
that God will judge us, and then he will
I will make a new covenant with them.
righteously punish all his enemies in a fuI will do this for them:
rious ﬁre. 28 Everyone who rejected the
I will cause them to understand my laws laws that God gave Moses had to die without mercy when at least two or three peoand I will cause them to obey them.”
ple testiﬁed against him. 29 That was se17
Then he said:
vere punishment. But Christ is God’s Son,
and he is also God. If anyone rejects the
”I will forgive them for their sins,
covenant that he has made and despises
and I will consider that they are no the blood that ﬂowed from him—if that
longer guilty for having sinned.”
person rejects the blood in exchange for
18
When God has forgiven someone’s sins, which God forgave him—if that person rethat person does not need to make any jects the Spirit of God, who acted so kindly
more offerings to make up for his sin!
toward him—then God will punish him
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30
very, very severely.
We can be sure and cause God to destroy us. Instead, we
of this, since we know that God said, “The are people who trust in him, so that he will
right and power to give people what they save us forever.
deserve for having sinned belongs to me.
I will punish them as they deserve.” And
Moses wrote, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It will be a terrible thing if the allpowerful God who really lives seizes and
1
Faith is when people trust God and they
punishes you!
are sure they will receive the things they
32
Remember the earlier times when you
conﬁdently expect him to give them. Faith
ﬁrst understood the truth about Christ.
is when people are certain they will see
You endured much hardship, and when
those things happen, though, for now,
you suffered, you continued to trust God.
those things cannot be seen. 2 Because our
33
At times people insulted you in public;
ancestors trusted in God, he approved of
at other times they made you suffer. At
them. 3 Because we trust in God, we unother times you suffered with other bederstand that God formed the universe by
lievers in their hardships. 34 You not only
commanding that it exist. So the things
were kind to those who were in prison bewe see were not made from things that alcause they believed in Christ, but you also
ready existed.
accepted it joyfully when unbelievers took
away your possessions. You accepted it 4 Because Adam’s son Abel trusted God, he
because you yourselves knew very well sacriﬁced something better to God than
that you had possessions in heaven for- what his older brother Cain offered to God.
ever, possessions that are much better So God spoke well about what Abel sacrithan those that they took from you! 35 ﬁced, and God declared that Abel was righSo do not become discouraged when they teous. And although Abel is dead, we still
cause you to suffer, because if you con- learn from him about trusting God.
tinue to trust in God, he will greatly re- 5 Because Enoch believed God, God took
ward you. 36 You must patiently continue him up to heaven. Enoch did not die, but
to trust in him in order that, because of no one could ﬁnd him. Before God took
your doing what God wants you to do, he him away, he testiﬁed that Enoch pleased
will give you what he has promised. 37 A him well. 6 Now it is possible for people to
prophet wrote in the scriptures that God please God only if they trust him, because
said about the Messiah:
anyone who wants to come to God must

Chapter 11

”In just a short time the one I promised ﬁrst believe that God exists and that he rewards those who try to know him.
would come will surely come;
he will not delay coming.

7

God warned Noah that he would send
38
But those who belong to me, who act a ﬂood, and Noah believed him. He honrighteously, will continue to live trusting ored God by building a ship to save his
family. In this way he showed that the
in me.
rest of the people deserved for God to
If they are cowards and stop trusting in punish them. So Noah became a person
me,
whom God made right with himself, because Noah trusted him.
I will not be pleased with them.
39

But we are not people who are cowards

8
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that he would give his descendants. Because Abraham trusted him, he obeyed
God and left his country, even though
he did not know where he was going. 9
Because Abraham trusted God, he lived
as though he were a foreigner in a land
that God had promised to give his descendants. Abraham lived in tents, and his
son Isaac and his grandson Jacob did also.
God promised to give to Isaac and Jacob
the same things that he promised to give
Abraham. 10 Abraham was waiting to live
in the permanent city that God himself
11
would design and build.
And even
though Sarah was unable to have children
because of her old-age, Abraham received
the ability to father a child, because he
considered Yahweh to be faithful because
he had made the promise to him that he
would have a son. 12 So, although Abraham was too old to have children, from
that one man people descended who are
as many in number as the stars in the sky
and are as countless as the grains of sand
along the shore, just like God promised
him.

17

Because Abraham trusted God, he was
ready to kill his son Isaac as a sacriﬁce
when God tested him. Abraham, to whom
God promised to give a son, was going to
sacriﬁce the very son whom he had given
him, the only son whom his own wife
had borne! 18 It was about this son that
God had said, “It is only from Isaac that
I will consider your family to descend.”
19
Abraham considered that to fulﬁll that
promise, God could make Isaac live again
even if he died after Abraham had sacriﬁced him! The result was that when Abraham did receive Isaac back after God told
him not to harm Isaac, it was as though he
received him back even after he died.
20

Because Isaac trusted God, he prayed
that God would bless his sons Jacob and
Esau after he died.
21

Because Jacob trusted God, as he was
dying, he prayed God would bless each of
the sons of his own son Joseph. He worshiped God as he leaned upon his walking stick before he died. 22 Because Joseph
trusted God, when he was about to die in
Egypt, he thought ahead to the time when
13
While they still trusted in God, all these
the Israelites would leave Egypt, and he inpeople died. Even though they had not yet
structed his people to carry his bones with
received the things that God had promised
them when they left Egypt.
to give them, it was as though they had
seen those things in the distance, and they 23 Because Moses’ father and mother
were glad. It was as though they had ad- trusted God, they hid their son for three
mitted that they did not belong to this months shortly after he was born, beearth, but that they were only here tem- cause they saw that the child was beauporarily. 14 As for people who say such tiful. They were not afraid of disobeying
things, they clearly show that they long for what the king of Egypt had commanded,
a place that will become their true native that all the Jewish male babies must die.
land. 15 If they had been thinking that 24 The daughter of the king, whom they
their true native land was the place from called Pharaoh, raised Moses, but when
which they had come, they could have sim- Moses had grown up, because he trusted
ply returned there. 16 But, instead, they de- God, he refused to accept the royal privisired a better place in which to live. They leges that would have been his if people
desired a home in heaven. So God has pre- considered him as “the son of Pharaoh’s
pared a city for them to live with him, and daughter.” 25 He decided that it was better
he is pleased for them to say that he is for others to mistreat him for a time along
with God’s people, than to temporarily entheir God.
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joy living sinfully in the king’s palace. 26
He decided that if he suffered for Christ,
it would be worth far more in God’s sight
than owning the treasures of Egypt that
he would receive as one of Pharaoh’s family. He looked forward to the time when
God would give him an eternal reward. 27
Because he trusted God, Moses left Egypt.
He was not afraid that the king would
be angry because he left. He kept going
because it was as though he kept seeing
God, whom no one can see. 28 Because
Moses believed God would save his own
people, he obeyed God’s commands about
Passover, which became a yearly festival.
He commanded the people to kill lambs
and sprinkle their blood on their doorposts so that the angel who causes people
to die would not kill the oldest male Israelites with the oldest sons in each Egyptian family.
29

Because the Israelites trusted God when
they walked through the Sea of Reeds, it
was as though they were walking on dry
land! But, when the army of Egypt also attempted to cross where the sea had been,
they drowned, because the sea came back
and ﬂooded them!
30

Because the Israelite people trusted
God, the walls around the city of Jericho collapsed, after the Israelites marched
around the walls for seven days.
31

Rahab was a prostitute, but because she
trusted God, she did not perish with those
inside Jericho who disobeyed God. Joshua
had sent spies into the city to ﬁnd ways to
destroy it, but God saved Rahab because
she welcomed those spies peacefully.
32

lands ruled by powerful men. Some ruled
Israel and justly treated men and nations.
Some received from God the things that
he promised to give them. Some forced
lions to keep their mouths shut. 34 Some
escaped from burning up in ﬁre. Some escaped from others who tried to kill them
with swords. Some became well again
after being sick. Some became powerful when they fought wars. Some caused
armies that came from foreign lands to
run away from them. 35 Some women
who trusted God received their relatives
back again when God made them live
again after they had died. But others who
trusted God were tortured until they died.
They were tortured because they refused
to agree when their enemies said, “We
will release you if you deny that you believe in God.” They refused to do that,
because they wanted to live with God
forever, which is better than continuing
to live on earth. 36 Other people who
trusted God were mocked. Some had their
backs cut open by being struck with whips.
Some were chained and put in prison. 37
Some of those believers were stoned to
death. Others were sawn completely in
two. Others were killed with swords. Others of these people who trusted God wandered around the land wearing garments
made only of skins from sheep and goats.
They did not have any money. People
constantly oppressed them and harmed
them. 38 The people on earth who caused
those who trusted in God to suffer like this
were so bad that they did not deserve to
live with people like those who trusted
God. Some who trusted God wandered
in deserts and mountains. Some lived
in caves and in other large holes in the
ground.

I do not know what more I should
say about others who trusted in God. It
would take too much time to tell about
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 39 Although God approved of all these peoSamuel, and the other prophets. 33 Be- ple because they trusted him, he did not
cause they trusted God, some of them did give them what he had promised them.
great deeds for him. Some conquered 40 God knew ahead of time that what he
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would give us and them later would be betand he severely corrects everyone he
ter than giving them immediately what he calls his own.”
promised. What God intends is that only
7
when they and we are together will we God may discipline you by requiring you
to endure diﬃcult things that happen to
have all that God intends us to have.
you. When God disciplines you, he is treating you as a father treats his children. All
fathers discipline their children. 8 So if
you have not experienced God disciplining you like he disciplines all his children,
1
We know about many people like these you are not true children of God. You are
who proved that they trusted in God. Let like illegitimate children who have no faus put off everything that weighs us down ther to correct them. 9 Furthermore, our
and so we put away the sin that clings to natural fathers disciplined us when we
us. Then let us run our race patiently and were young, and we respected them for
do everything God gives us to do until we doing that. So we should certainly more
make it to the ﬁnish line. 2 And let us keep readily accept God our spiritual Father disthinking about Jesus and give him all our ciplining us so we will live eternally! 10
attention. He is the one who leads us and Our natural fathers disciplined us for a
he makes our faith complete. He is the one short time as they considered right, but
who endured the terrible suffering on the God always disciplines us to help us share
cross and he paid no attention to the peo- in his holy nature. 11 During the time
ple who tried to shame him. He did this God is disciplining us, it does not seem to
because he knew how joyful God would be anything about which we can rejoice.
make him later. He now sits at the place Instead, it pains us. But later it causes
of highest honor beside the throne where those who have learned from it to live
God rules in heaven.
righteously, which produces peace in us.

Chapter 12

3

Jesus patiently endured it when sinful people hatefully acted against him.
Strengthen your hearts and minds with
Jesus’ example so that you will not give
up trusting God or become discouraged.
4
While you have struggled against being tempted to sin, you have not yet bled
and died because of resisting evil, as Jesus did. 5 Do not forget these words that
Solomon spoke to his son, which are the
same with which God encourages you as
his children:

12

So, instead of acting as though you were
spiritually tired out, trust God’s discipline
to renew you. 13 Go straight forward following Christ so that believers who are
weak in trusting Christ will gain strength
from you and not become crippled. Instead, they will be spiritually restored as
an injured and useless limb becomes well
again. 14 Try to live peacefully with all
people. Do your best to be holy, since
no one will see the Lord if he is not holy.
15
Beware that none of you stops trusting
”My son, pay attention when the Lord in God, who has done kind things for us
that we did not deserve. Be on guard so
is disciplining you,
that none of you act in an evil way toand do not be discouraged when the
ward others, because that will grow like a
Lord punishes you,
root grows into a big plant, leading many
6
because everyone the Lord loves he believers to sin. 16 Do not let anyone be
also disciplines,
immoral or disobey God like Esau. He
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exchanged the rights he had as a ﬁrstborn son for only one meal. 17 Esau later
wanted to get back his birth rights and all
that his father Isaac’s blessing would give
him. But Isaac refused to do what Esau requested. So Esau found no way to get back
his birth rights and blessing, even though
he sought it tearfully.
18

In coming to God, you have not experienced things like what the Israelite people experienced at Mount Sinai. They
approached a mountain that God commanded them not to touch because he
himself had come down to that mountain.
They approached a blazing ﬁre, and it was
gloomy and dark, with a violent storm.
19
They heard a trumpet sound, and they
heard God speak a message. It was so
powerful that they pleaded for him not
to speak to them like that again. 20 For
God had commanded them, “If a person
or even an animal touches this mountain,
you must kill him.” The people were terriﬁed. 21 Truly, because Moses was terriﬁed
after seeing what happened on the mountain, he said, “I am trembling because I am
very afraid!” 22 Instead, you have come
to the presence of God who truly lives in
heaven, to the “New Jerusalem.” That is
like what your ancestors did when they
came to worship God on Mount Zion in
Israel, upon which the earthly Jerusalem
was built. You have come to where there
are countless angels who are rejoicing
as they have gathered together. 23 You
have joined the assembly of all the believers who have privileges as ﬁrstborn
sons, whose names God has written down
in heaven. You have come to God, who
will judge everyone. You have come to
where the spirits of God’s people are, people who lived righteously before they died,
and whom God has now made perfect in
heaven. 24 You have come to Jesus, who
arranged a new covenant between us and
God by the blood that ﬂowed when he

died on the cross. Jesus’ blood made it possible for God to forgive us, and his blood
is better for us than Abel’s blood.
25

Beware that you do not refuse to listen
to God who is speaking to you. The Israelite people did not escape God punishing them when Moses warned them here
on earth. So we shall surely not escape
God punishing us if we reject what he says
when he warns us from heaven! 26 The
earth shook when he spoke at Mount Sinai.
But now he has promised, “I will shake
the earth again, one more time, and I will
27
shake the heavens, too.”
The words
“again, one more time” indicate that God
will remove those things on earth that he
will shake, everything that he has created.
He will do this in order that the things
in heaven that cannot shake may remain
forever. 28 So let us thank God that we
are becoming members of a kingdom that
nothing can shake. Let us worship God
by gratefully thanking him and by being
greatly in awe of his great power and love.
29
Remember that the God we worship is
like a ﬁre that burns up everything that is
impure!

Chapter 13
1

Continue to love your fellow believers.
Do not forget to be hospitable to needy
travelers. By caring for strangers, some
people have welcomed angels into their
home without knowing it. 3 Remember
to help those who are in prison because
they are believers, as though you were in
prison with them and were suffering physically as they are doing.
2

4

Men and women who are married to
each other must respect each other, and
they must be faithful to each other. God
will surely condemn those who act immorally or adulterously. 5 Live without
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constantly wanting money, and be happy happens. That will be something we can
no matter how much or little you own. Re- sacriﬁce to him instead of animals. We
member what Moses wrote that God said: must be ready to openly say to others that
we trust in Christ.
”I will never leave you;
16
Always be doing good deeds for others
I will never stop providing for you.”
and sharing the things you have, because
6
So we can say conﬁdently as the psalmist doing things like that will be as though
said,
you are offering sacriﬁces that will please
“Since the Lord is the one who helps me, God.

I will not be afraid! People can do noth- 17 Obey your leaders and do what they
ing to me that will keep God from helping tell you, since they are the ones who are
me.”
guarding your welfare. Some day they
7
Your spiritual leaders have told you the will have to stand before God so that he
message about Christ. Remember how can say if he approves of what they have
they have conducted their lives and imi- done. Obey them in order that they can do
tate how they have trusted in Christ. 8 Je- the work of guarding you joyfully and not
sus Christ is the same now as he always have to do it sadly, because if you cause
has been, and he will be the same forever. them to do it sadly, that will certainly not
9
So do not let other people persuade you help you at all.
to believe other things about God, strange 18 Pray for me and those with me. I am
things that you have not learned from us. certain that I have not done anything that
For example, do not let anything make displeases God. I have tried to act well
you obey various rules about what to eat toward you in every way. 19 I urge you
and not to eat. These rules cannot help us. earnestly to pray that God will quickly re10

Those who serve in the sacred tent have
no right to eat at the sacred altar where
we worship Christ. 11 After the high priest
brings into the very holy place the blood
of animals that they have sacriﬁced to
atone for sins, other people burn the bodies of those animals outside the camp. 12
Similarly, Jesus suffered and died outside
the gates of Jerusalem in order that he
might make us, his people, special for God.
He did this by offering his own blood as a
sacriﬁce for our sins.
13

So we must go to Jesus to be saved; we
must allow others to insult us just like
people insulted him. 14 Here on earth,
we believers do not have a city such as
Jerusalem. Instead, we are waiting for the
heavenly city that will last forever.

move the things that stop my coming to
you.
20

Jesus provides for us, protects us, and
guides us as a great shepherd does for
his sheep. And God, who gives us inner peace, raised our Lord Jesus from the
dead. By doing that God conﬁrmed his
eternal covenant with us by the blood that
ﬂowed from Christ when he died on the
cross. 21 So I pray that God may equip
you with everything good that you may
do what he desires. May he accomplish in
us what pleases him, as he watches us follow Jesus, who offered up himself for us.
May all people praise Jesus Christ forever.
Amen!
22

My fellow believers, since this is a short
letter that I have written to you, I ask you
15
Because Jesus has died for us, we must that you patiently consider what I have
continually praise God no matter what just written to encourage you.
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23

I want you to know that our fellow believer Timothy has gone free from prison.
If he comes here soon, he will accompany
me when I go to see you.
24

Tell all your spiritual leaders and all
your other fellow believers who belong to
God in your city that I greet them. The believers in this area who have come from
Italy greet you also.
25

May God continue to love you and protect you by his kindness.
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causes the ﬂowers to fall and no longer
be beautiful. Like the ﬂower that dies,
rich people will die while they are earning
money.

Chapter 1

12

God honors those who endure hard trials, because God will reward them by mak1
I, James, serve God and am bound to God ing them live forever, as he has promised
through the Lord Jesus Christ. I am writ- to do for all who love him.
ing this letter to the twelve Jewish tribes 13
When we are tempted to sin, we must
who trust in Christ and who are scattered
not
think it is God who is tempting us, bethroughout the world. I greet you all.
cause no one can persuade God to do evil,
2
My fellow believers, consider it some- and he never tries to persuade anyone to
14
thing to greatly rejoice over when you ex- do evil.
But everyone wants to do
3
perience various kinds of hardships. Un- evil, and so they do it, just as if they are
derstand that as you trust God in hard- falling into a trap. 15 After that, their evil
ships, they help you to endure even more thoughts lead them to commit sin, and this
hardships. 4 Endure hardships to their sin takes over their minds until it destroys
very end, so that you may follow Christ in them. Then, when evil desires come toevery way. Then you will not fail to do gether, sin is born, which means the perwell.
son commits sin and can only be forgiven
5
If anyone of you needs to know what to by Jesus. And when sin produces its ﬁnal
do, let him ask God, who gives generously result, death comes, both the death of the
and is not angry at anyone who asks. 6 body and the death of the spirit, meaniBut when you ask God, trust him to an- ing the sinner is separated from God forswer you. Do not doubt that he will an- ever. Only Jesus can save us from this ﬁswer and always help you, because peo- nal death.
ple who keep doubting God cannot follow
him, like a wave of the sea that is blown
back and forth by the wind and thus cannot continue in the same direction. 7 Indeed, people who doubt should not think
that the Lord God will do anything that
they request him to do. 8 For they are people who cannot decide whether they will
follow Jesus or not follow Jesus. These
people do not do what they say they will
do.

16

My fellow believers whom I love, stop
deceiving yourselves. 17 Every truly good
and perfect gift comes from God the Father, who is in heaven. He is the true God
who gives us light. God does not change
like created things change, like shadows
that appear and disappear. God never
changes and He is always good! 18 God
chose to give us spiritual life when we
trusted in his true message. So now believers in Jesus have become the ﬁrst people
to have true spiritual life, which only Je9
Believers who are poor should be glad
sus can give.
because God has honored them. 10 And
believers who are rich should be glad that 19 My fellow believers whom I love, you
God has humbled them, which helps them know that every one of you should be
trust in Jesus Christ, because they and eager to pay attention to God’s true mestheir riches will pass away, just as wild sage. You should not quickly speak your
ﬂowers wither. 11 When the sun rises, the own thoughts, nor quickly get angry, 20 bescorching hot wind dries the plants and cause when we get angry we cannot do the
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righteous things that God wants us to do.
21

So stop doing all kinds of evil, and
humbly accept the message that God
planted in your inner beings, because he
is able to save you if you accept his message. 22 Do what God commands in his
message. Do not only listen to it, because
people who only listen to it and do not
obey it think wrongly that God will save
them. 23 Some people hear God’s message
but do not do what it says. They are like
someone who looks at his face in a mirror. 24 Although he looks at himself, he
goes away from the mirror and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But
other people look closely at God’s message, which is perfect and which sets people free to voluntarily do what God wants
them to do. And if they continue to examine God’s message and do not just hear it
and then forget it, but do what God tells
them to do, God will bless them because
of what they do.
26

clothes enters your meeting place. Then
suppose that a poor person who wears
shabby clothes also comes in. 3 And suppose that you show special attention to
the one dressed in ﬁne clothes by saying,
“Please sit here in this nice seat!” and you
say to the poor one, “You stand over there
or sit on the ﬂoor!” 4 You have then judged
5
Lisone another for wrong reasons.
ten to me, my brothers and sisters whom
I love. God has chosen poor people who
seem to have nothing of value, to trust
in him very much. So he will give them
great things when he rules everyone everywhere. This is what he has promised to
do for everyone who loves him. 6 But you
dishonor the poor people. Think about it!
It is the rich people, not the poor people,
who are causing you to suffer! It is the
rich people who forcibly take you to court
to accuse you in front of judges! 7 And
they are the ones who speak evil against
the Lord Jesus Christ, the one who is worthy of praise, to whom you belong! 8 If
you follow the royal law, as they are written in the scriptures, you will see the command, “Love your neighbor as you love
yourself.” If you love others, you are doing what is right. 9 But if you honor some
people more than others, you are doing
wrong. And because you do not do what
God commanded us to do, he condemns
you because you disobey his laws.

Some people think that they worship
God rightly, but they habitually speak evil
talk. Those people are wrong in thinking
that they worship God rightly. The fact is
that they worship God in vain. 27 One of
the things that God has told us to do is to
take care of orphans and widows who suffer hardship. Those who do that, and who
do not think or act immorally like those
who do not obey God, truly worship God,
who is our Father, and God approves of 10 Those who disobey only one of God’s
laws, even if they obey all his other laws,
them.
God considers to be as guilty as anyone
who has disobeyed all of his laws. 11 For
example, God said, “Do not commit adultery,” but he also said, “Do not murder
anyone.” So if you do not commit adultery
1
My brothers and sisters, do not think of but you murder someone, you have behonoring some people more than others come a person who disobeys God’s laws.
as you at the same time trust in our Lord
Jesus Christ, the one who is greater than 12 Always speak and act toward others as
anything. 2 For example, suppose that people should whom God will judge using
a person who wears gold rings and ﬁne the law that frees us from being punished

Chapter 2
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for our sins. 13 Because when God judges
us, he will not act mercifully toward those
who do not act mercifully toward others.
But if we are merciful to others, then we
will not fear God when he judges us.
14

obey him. 22 In this way, Abraham trusted
in God and obeyed him. When he obeyed
him, he ﬁnished doing what he was trusting God for. 23 And so it happened as
it is written in the scriptures, “Because
Abraham truly trusted in God, God viewed
him as someone who did the right thing.”
God also said about Abraham, “He is my
friend.” 24 From the example of Abraham
you can realize that it is because people
do good deeds that God considers them to
be righteous, and not only because they
trust in him. 25 Similarly, it was certainly
because of what Rahab did that God considered her to be good. Rahab had been
a prostitute, but she cared for the messengers who came to spy out the land, and she
helped them to escape by sending them
home on a different road from the one
that they came on.

My brothers and sisters, some people
say, “I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,”
but they do not do good things. What they
say will do them no good. If they only believe with words, God will certainly not
save them. 15 To illustrate, suppose that
a brother or sister is continually lacking
clothes or food for each day. 16 And suppose one of you says to them, “Do not
worry, go away, get warm, and ﬁnd the
food you need!” But if you do not give
them the things that they need for their
bodies, then that will be no help to them!
17
Similarly, if you do not do good deeds
to help others, what you say about believ- 26
Just as when a person no longer breathing in Christ is as useless as a dead person!
ing is dead and his body is useless, in the
You do not really believe in Christ.
same way, someone who says he trusts in
18
But someone may say to me, “God saves God but does nothing good trusts in God
some people only because they trust in uselessly.
him, and he saves others because they do
good deeds for people.” I would answer
that person, ”You cannot prove to me that
people truly trust in God if they do not
do good deeds for others! But by doing
good deeds for others I will prove to you 1 My brothers and sisters, not many of
that I truly trust in God! 19 Think about you should desire to become teachers of
it! You believe that there is only one real God’s word, because you know that God
God who truly lives, and you are right to will judge us teachers more severely than
believe that. But the demons also believe he will judge other people. 2 In many ways
that, and they tremble because they also we do what is wrong. But those who conknow that God truly lives, and that He will trol what they say will be all that God inpunish them. 20 Also, you foolish person, I tends them to be. They will be able to conwill give you proof that if someone says, “I trol all their actions. 3 To illustrate, if we
trust in God,” but does not do good deeds, put a small metal bit into the mouth of a
what that person says does not help him in horse in order to cause the horse to obey
any way. 21 We all honor Abraham, our us, we can turn the horse’s large body and
ancestor. He tried to obey what God told cause it to go where we want it to. 4 Think
him to do; he tried to give his son Isaac also about ships. Although a ship may be
to God on the altar. God considered Abra- very large and although it can be moved
ham to be a righteous person for trying to by strong winds, by turning a very small

Chapter 3
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rudder people can direct the ship wherever they want it to go. 5 In the same way,
although our tongues are very small, if we
do not control them, we can harm people
by talking big. Think also about how just a
small ﬂame of ﬁre can cause a large forest
to burn.
6

Just like a ﬁre burns a forest, when we
say things that are evil, we can destroy
many people. What we say reveals that
there is much evil within us. What we
say contaminates all that we think and
do. Just like a ﬂame of ﬁre easily causes
the whole surrounding area to burn, what
we say can cause sons and daughters and
their descendants to want to do evil for
the rest of their lives. It is the devil himself
who inﬂuences us to speak what is evil. 7
Although people are able to tame all kinds
of wild animals, birds, reptiles and creatures that live in the water, and people
have tamed them, 8 no one is able to control what he says. The words we speak
are an uncontrolled evil. Our words can
do great harm, just like poison that kills.
9
We use our tongue to praise God, who
is our Lord and Father, but we also use
our same tongue to ask God to do evil to
people. That is very wrong, because God
made people like himself. 10 We praise
God, but with our same mouth we also ask
for evil things to happen to others. My
brothers and sisters, this should not be! 11
Surely bitter water and good water do not
come out of the same spring! 12 My brothers and sisters, a ﬁg tree cannot produce
olives. Nor can a grapevine produce ﬁgs.
Neither can a salty spring produce good
water. Similarly, we should speak only
what is good, and we should not speak
what is evil.
13

If any of you thinks that you are wise
and know much, you should always act in
a good way to show people that your good
deeds are the result of your being truly

wise. Being wise helps us to act gently toward others. 14 But if you are very envious of other people and lie against them
and do them wrong, you should not pretend that you are wise. By boasting like
that you are saying that what is true is actually false. 15 Those who think like this
are not wise as God wants them to be. Instead, they are only thinking and acting as
people who do not honor him. They think
and act according to their own evil desires.
They do what the demons want them to do.
16
Remember that people who think like
this do not control themselves. They envy
other people and act as if what they were
doing were right, but it is wrong. They
do every sort of evil. 17 God in heaven
makes us wise. First of all, he teaches us
to be morally pure. He teaches us how to
make peace with others. He teaches us to
be kind to others and to help them. He
teaches to be kind to those who do not deserve it. He teaches us to do good things
that have lasting results. He teaches us
to never stop doing what is right and to
be honest. 18 Those who act peacefully toward others cause them to also act peacefully, with the result that they all live together and act in the right way.

Chapter 4
1

Now I will tell you why you are ﬁghting
among yourselves and quarreling with
each other. It is because each of you wants
to do the evil things that you enjoy doing,
things that do not please your fellow believers. 2 There are things that you very
much desire to have, but you do not get
those things, so you want to kill those who
hinder you from getting them. You desire
what other people have, but you are unable to get what you desire, so you quarrel and ﬁght with one another. You do not
have what you desire because you do not
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ask God for it. 3 Even when you do ask
him, he does not give you what you ask
for because you are asking for the wrong
reason. You are asking for things in order
that you may use them just to enjoy yourselves in bad ways.

in fact, there is only one who has the authority to forgive our evil and to condemn
people, and that is God. He alone is able
to save people or to destroy people. You
certainly have no right to take God’s place
and judge others.

4

13

Like a woman who is unfaithful to her
husband, you are being unfaithful to God
and not obeying him anymore. Those who
behave as evil people do belong to this
world and are enemies against God. Perhaps you do not realize that. 5 Surely you
do not think that it is for no reason that
God told us in the scriptures that the Spirit
he placed in us yearns for us to live our
lives in ways that please him. 6 But God
is powerful and very kind to us, and he
wants very much to help us stop sinning.
That is why the scripture says, “God opposes those who are proud, but he helps
those who are humble.”
7

So submit yourselves to God. Resist the
devil, and as a result he will run away
8
from you.
Come near spiritually to
God. If you do, he will come near to you.
You who are sinners, turn away from doing what is wrong and do only what is
good. You who cannot decide whether
you will commit yourselves to God, stop
thinking wrong thoughts, and think only
his thoughts. 9 Be sorrowful and weep because of the wrong that you have done.
Do not laugh, enjoying only what you selfishly desire. Instead, be sad because you
have done what is wrong. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord; if you do, he will
honor you.
11

My brothers and sisters, stop speaking
evil against one another, because those
who speak evil against a fellow believer
and thus condemn one who is like a
brother or sister to them are really speaking against the law that God gave us to
obey. If you speak against his law, you are
acting like a judge who condemns it. 12 But

Some of you are arrogantly saying, “Today or tomorrow we will go to a certain
city. We will spend a year there and we
will buy and sell things and earn a lot
of money.” Now, you listen to me! 14
You should not talk like that, because you
do not know what will happen tomorrow,
and you do not know how long you will
live! Your life is short, like a mist that
appears for a short time and then disappears. 15 Instead of what you are saying,
you should say, “If the Lord is willing, we
will live and do this, or we will do that.” 16
But what you are doing is boasting about
all the things that you plan to do. Your
boasting like that is evil.
17

So if anyone knows the right thing that
he should do, but he does not do it, he is
sinning.

Chapter 5
1

Now I have something to say to you rich
people who say you believe in Christ. Listen to me! You should weep and wail
loudly because you will experience terrible troubles! 2 Your wealth is worthless, as though it were rotted. Your ﬁne
clothes are worthless, as though moths
had ruined them. 3 Your gold and silver
are worthless, as though they were corroded. When God judges you, this worthless wealth of yours will be evidence that
you are guilty of being greedy, and as rust
and ﬁre destroy things, God will severely
punish you. You have in vain stored up
wealth in a time when God is about to
4
Think about what you
judge you.
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have done. You did not pay the wages
you promised to the workmen who harvested your ﬁelds for you. The pay you
kept for yourself shows me your guilt and
how unfair you were to them. The workers cry out to God because of the way you
treat them. And the Lord God of the angel armies listens to their loud cries. 5
You have bought anything you wanted so
you could live like kings. Just like cattle fatten themselves, not realizing that
they will be slaughtered, you have lived
just to enjoy things, not realizing that God
will severely punish you. 6 You have arranged for others to condemn innocent
people. You have arranged for others to
kill people, even though those people had
not done anything wrong. They were not
able to defend themselves against you. My
brothers and sisters, that is what I say to
the rich people who oppress you.
7

So, my brothers and sisters, although
rich people cause you to suffer, be patient
until the Lord Jesus Christ comes back. Remember that when farmers plant a ﬁeld,
they wait for their valuable crops to grow.
They must wait patiently for the rain that
comes at the planting season and for more
rain that comes just before the harvest
season. They wait for the crops to grow
and mature before they can harvest them.
8
Similarly, you also should wait patiently
and trust the Lord Jesus ﬁrmly, because
he is coming back soon and will judge all
people fairly. 9 My brothers and sisters,
do not complain against each other, in order that the Lord Jesus may not condemn
and punish you. It is he who will judge
us, and he is ready to appear. 10 My brothers and sisters, as an example of how to be
patient, consider the prophets whom the
Lord God sent long ago to speak his messages. Although people caused them to
suffer much, they endured it patiently. 11
We know that God honors and helps those
who endure suffering for him. You have

also heard about Job. You know that although he suffered much, the Lord God
planned to bring good to Job because he
endured that suffering. And from that we
know that the Lord is very compassionate
and kind.
12

Also, my brothers and sisters, I want to
say something important about how you
talk. You must not take an oath by calling on heaven or by calling on the earth
to stand as a witness for the promise you
make. All you need to say is “Yes” or “No.”
God will judge you when you say more
than that.
13

Whoever among you is experiencing
trouble should pray that God would help
him. Whoever is cheerful should sing
songs of praise to God. 14 Whoever among
you is sick should call the leaders of the
congregation to come to pray for him.
They should put olive oil on him and,
with the Lord’s authority, pray. 15 The
prayer that is offered to God with faith
will heal the person who is sick, and the
Lord will restore his health. If that person
has sinned, God will forgive him. 16 So,
because the Lord is able to heal the sick
and to forgive sins, tell each other the sinful things that you have done, and pray
for each other in order that you may be
healed. If righteous people pray and ask
fervently for God to do something, God
will act powerfully and will certainly do it.
17
Although the prophet Elijah was an ordinary person like us, he earnestly prayed
that it would not rain. And it did not rain
for three and a half years. 18 Then he
prayed again, asking God to send rain, and
God sent rain, and plants grew and produced crops again.
19

My brothers and sisters, if anyone
of you stops obeying the true message
from God, some other person among you
should persuade that person to once again
do what God has told us to do. If he stops
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doing what is wrong, 20 all of you should
remember that because of that other person, God will save the sinner from spiritual death and will forgive his many sins.
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Jesus Christ comes again. 8 You love Jesus, although you have not seen him. Although you do not see him now, you rejoice very much; 9 because you trust in
him, God is saving you from the guilt of
your sins.

Chapter 1
1

I, Peter, whom Jesus Christ made an apostle, am writing this letter to you who believe in him, you whom God has chosen
to belong to himself. I am writing to you
who live in the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, far
away from your true home in heaven. 2
God our Father chose you as he himself
decided previously, and his Spirit has set
you apart in order that you may obey Jesus Christ, and in order that his blood may
make you acceptable to God. May God act
very kindly to you, and may he make you
live more and more peacefully.
3

Praise God, who is the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! It is because he is kind to us
and he has shown us great mercy, by causing us to experience the new birth that
gives us a living hope, and we receive the
new life because God raised Jesus Christ
to life from the dead ones. 4 He has enabled us to expect to receive things that
he has kept for us in heaven, things that
will last forever. 5 God, by his mighty
power, is guarding you as you trust in Jesus. He is guarding you so that he may,
at the end of the time in which we now
live, completely rescue you from Satan’s
power. 6 You rejoice because of what will
happen then, but now you are grieving for
a short time while you suffer many different hardships. God is allowing you to be
tested, as precious metals are tested to see
if they are pure. These trials that you are
experiencing are necessary. 7 These hardships happen in order to prove that you really do trust in Jesus. This means more to
God than all the gold in the world, which
ﬁre can destroy. Because you trust in Jesus, God will honor you very highly when

10

Long ago prophets spoke messages that
God had shown them about how he would
one day save you. They investigated very
11
They wanted
carefully these things.
to know whom the Spirit of Christ that
was in them was referring to. They also
wanted to know what time he was talking
about. This was because the Spirit was
telling them beforehand that the Christ
would suffer and die, and that glorious
things would happen to him afterwards.
12
God told them that it was not for their
own sake that he was revealing these
things to them, but that it was for your
sake. They proclaimed them to you because the Holy Spirit whom God sent from
heaven enabled them to do that. And even
angels would like to know more about
these truths about how God saves us.
13

Therefore, prepare your minds to obey
God. What I mean is that you should discipline your minds. Be conﬁdent that you
will receive the good things that God will
kindly do for you when Jesus Christ returns from heaven. 14 And because you
should obey your heavenly Father, just as
children ought to obey their fathers here
on earth, do not do the evil deeds that you
previously wished to do, when you did not
know the truth about God. 15 Instead, just
like God, the one who chose you to belong
to him, is holy, you also must be holy in everything that you do. 16 Be holy, because it
is written in the scriptures that God said,
“You must be holy because I am holy.”
17

God is the one who judges what each
one does, and he does this very fairly.
Since you call him ‘Father,’ behave in a
right way while you are living here on
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earth. You are like people whom others have driven from their homes, because you are living away from heaven,
18
your true home.
Live reverently
because you know that it was not with
things like gold and silver—things that
will not last forever—that God bought you,
so you could stop behaving foolishly, as
you learned to do from your ancestors. 19
Instead, it was with the precious blood of
Christ that ﬂowed from his body when he
died that God bought you. Christ was a
like the lambs that the Jewish priests sacriﬁced: Perfect, without any blemishes or
20
spots.
God chose him to do this before he created the world. But it was not
until now, when the world will soon end,
that God revealed him to you. 21 Because
of what Christ has done, you are trusting
in God, who caused him to become alive
again after he died, and who greatly honored him. As a result, God is the one in
whom you are trusting and expecting that
he will do great things for you.
22

Because you have obeyed the truth
about God and have allowed him to make
you pure and to love our fellow believers,
continue to love each other earnestly and
sincerely. 23 I ask you to do this, because
you now are living a new life. It was not
by means of something that will perish
that you received this new life. Instead, it
was by means of something that will last
forever: The promises of God, which you
have believed. 24 We know that this is
true because, as the prophet Isaiah wrote,
”All people will perish like grass perishes. And all the greatness that people
have will not last forever,

about Christ that we proclaimed to you.

Chapter 2
1

Therefore, do not act maliciously in any
way or deceive others. Do not be hypocrites, and do not envy others. Do not
ever speak evil about anyone untruthfully.
2
Just as newborn babies long for their
mothers’ pure milk, you should desire to
learn true things from God, so that by
learning it you may become like adults in
trusting him. You must do this until the
time when God sets you completely free
from all the evil in this world. 3 Also,
you must do this because you have experienced that the Lord acts very kindly toward you.
4

Come to the Lord Jesus. He is like the
most important stone in the foundation
of a building, but he is living, not lifeless
like a stone. Many people rejected him,
but God chose him and considers him to
be very valuable. 5 And like men build
houses with stones, God is joining you together like a building in which his Spirit
lives. He is doing this in order that you—
like the priests who offer sacriﬁces at the
altar, might do things that please God be6
cause Jesus Christ has died for you.
What the scriptures say show us that this
is true: “I am placing in Jerusalem someone who is like a very valuable stone, the
most important stone in the building, and
those who believe in him will never become ashamed.”
7

Therefore, God will honor you who belike the ﬂowers in the grass do not last lieve in Jesus. But those who refuse to believe in him are like the builders that the
long.
scriptures talk about: “The stone that the
The grass withers and the ﬂowers die, builders rejected has become the most im25
but God’s message endures forever.” portant stone in the building.”
This message that endures is the message

8

It is also written in the scriptures:
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”He will be like a stone that causes peo- has the greatest power. 14 It also includes
ple to stumble,
governors, because God sends them to
punish those who do what is wrong and
and like a rock that people trip over.
to praise those who do what is right. 15
Just as people are injured when they stum- What God wants is for you to do good. If
ble over a rock,
you do that, you will cause foolish people
who
do not know God to be unable to say
people who disobey God’s message inthat you have done wrong. 16 Behave as
jure themselves;
though you were free from having to obey
that is what God determined would hap- any master, but do not think that you can
pen to them.”
do evil because of that. Instead, behave as
17
9
But you are people whom God has cho- servants of God should. Act respectfully
sen to belong to him. You are a group toward everyone. Love all your fellow bethat worship God like priests, and you lievers. Honor God, and honor the king.
rule with God like kings. You are a peo- 18 You slaves who are believers, subple group that belongs to God, so that you mit yourselves to your masters and commight proclaim the wonderful things he pletely respect them. Submit yourselves
has done. He has called you from your for- not only to those who act in a good and
mer ways, when you were ignorant of his kind way toward you, but also submit
truth, and he has made you understand yourselves to those who act in a harsh way
the marvelous true things about him. 10 toward you. 19 You should do that because
What the scriptures say is true about you: God is pleased with those who know what

”Formerly, you were no people group he wants and obey him, and who, for this
reason, accept to suffer pain because their
at all,
masters treat them unjustly. 20 God will
But now you are God’s people group.
certainly not be pleased with you if you
At one time God had not acted merci- do something that is wrong and then they
fully toward you,
beat you for that. But if you do what is
But now he has acted mercifully toward good and still suffer harm, you are suffering for doing what is good. If you enyou.”
21
One
dure that, God will praise you.
11
You people whom I love, I urge you to of the reasons why God chose you is that
think about this: You are like foreigners you might suffer. When Christ suffered
whose real home is in heaven. So you for you he became an example for you, in
should not do the sinful things you used order that you would imitate what he did.
to want to do, because if you do them, you 22 Remember how Christ conducted himwill not be able to live well with God. 12 self,
Keep behaving in a good way among those
He never sinned,
who do not know God. If you do that, although they may say that you do what is
And he never said anything to deceive
evil, they will see that you are doing good people.
things, and at the time when God comes to
23
When people insulted him, he did not
judge everyone, they will honor him.
insult them in return.
13
Because you wish to honor the Lord JeWhen people caused him to suffer, he
sus, obey everyone who has proper authority. This includes the king, because he did not threaten to get revenge.
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Instead, he decided to let God, who al- with them. Treat them respectfully, realizways judges justly, prove that he was inno- ing that they are usually weaker than you
cent.
are. But also realize that God is making
24
He himself endured the punishment them to live forever, just like you. Do this
for our sins in his body when he died on so that nothing will hinder you from praythe cross, in order that we would stop sin- ing.
8

ning and start living rightly.

It is because they wounded him that God
has healed you. 25 Truly you were like
sheep that had become lost, but now you
have returned to Jesus, who cares for you
as a shepherd cares for his sheep.

Chapter 3
1

You women believers should submit
yourselves to your husbands. Do this in
order that if any of them do not believe
the message about Christ, they may become believers without your having to
say anything to them. 2 They will believe
in Christ when they see that you honor
them and that you are completely faith3
ful to them.
Do not try to do this
by decorating the outside of your bodies,
such as having fancy hair arrangements
or wearing gold jewelry and ﬁne clothes.
4
Instead, make your inner beings beautiful in a way that will not fade. I mean,
have a humble and quiet attitude, which
is something that God considers to be very
5
valuable.
The women who honored
God, who lived long ago, made themselves
beautiful in this way. They trusted in God
and obeyed their husbands. 6 Sarah, for
example, obeyed her husband Abraham
and called him master. God will consider
you to be her daughters if you do what is
right and are not afraid of what your husbands or anyone else may do to you because you are believers.

To end this part of my letter, I say to
all of you, agree with each other in what
you think. Be sympathetic toward each
other. Love each other as members of the
same family should. Act compassionately
toward each other. Be humble. 9 When
people do evil things to you or insult you,
do not do the same to them. Instead, ask
God to help them, because that is what you
have been chosen by God to do, in order
that he may help you. 10 Consider what
the psalmist wrote about the proper way
of conducting our lives:
”As for those who want to enjoy life and
for good things to happen to them,

they must not say what is evil or speak
words that deceive others.
11

They must continually refuse to do
evil, and do what is good instead.
They must try to help people act peacefully toward each other;
they must earnestly urge people to act
in a peaceful way,
12

because the Lord accepts what righteous people do.
He listens to righteous people when they
pray, and he answers them.
But he rejects those who do evil.”
13

Who is going to harm you if you are
making every effort to do what is good?
14
But even if you suffer because you did
what was right, God will bless you. “Do
not be afraid of the things that other fear;
and do not be troubled when people treat
7
You men who are believers, just as your you badly.” 15 Instead, acknowledge in
wives should respect you, you should con- your inner beings that Christ is your masduct your lives in an appropriate way ter, whom you love. Always be ready to

1715

1 PETER
answer anyone who demands that you tell
them about what you are conﬁdently expecting God to do for you. But answer
them humbly and respectfully, 16 and
make sure that you do nothing wrong, in
order that those who speak evil about you
may be ashamed when they see the good
way in which you are conducting yourselves because you are joined to Christ. 17
It may be that God wants you to suffer.
If so, it is better to do good deeds, even
if you suffer for doing them, than to do
evil deeds. 18 I say that because Christ
died once for the sake of people who have
sinned. He was a righteous person who
died for unrighteous people. He died in
order that he might bring us to God. During the time that he had an ordinary body,
he was killed, but God’s Spirit caused him
to become alive again. 19 The Spirit also
enabled him to go proclaim God’s victory
to the evil spirits whom God had imprisoned. 20 Long ago, during the time that
Noah was building a big boat, those evil
spirits disobeyed God when he waited patiently to see if people would turn from
their evil behavior. Only a few people
were saved in that boat. Speciﬁcally, God
brought only eight persons safely through
the waters of the ﬂood, while all the others drowned in it. 21 That water represents the water in which we are baptized,
by which God saves us because he raised
Jesus Christ from the dead. This water,
of course, removes no dirt from our bodies. Instead, it shows that we are requesting God to assure us that he has removed
our guilt for having sinned. 22 Christ has
gone into heaven and is ruling in the place
of highest honor next to God, after God
caused all the evil and powerful spirit beings to be made obedient to him.

Chapter 4
1

Therefore, because Christ suffered in his
body, you also be willing to suffer. Those
who suffer in their bodies have stopped
their sinning. 2 As a result, during their
remaining time here on earth, they do not
do the things that sinful people desire to
do, but instead they do the things that God
wants them to do. 3 I say that to you because you have already spent too much
of your time here on earth doing what
the people who do not know God like to
do. In the past you committed all kinds of
sexually immoral acts, you got drunk and
then participated in orgies and carousing,
and you worshiped idols, which is disgusting to God. 4 Now your friends are surprised that you do not join with them anymore when they do these things. As a result, they say bad things about you. 5 But
one day they will have to admit to God everything they have done. He is the one
who will judge them. 6 That is the reason
why Christ preached the good news to the
dead. He did that so that, although God
had judged them when they were alive,
they might by the power of the Holy Spirit
live forever as God lives. 7 All things on
this earth will soon come to an end. Therefore, keep thinking sensibly, and control
what you think so that you can pray well.
8
Most importantly of all, love each other
sincerely, because if we love others we
will not try to ﬁnd out what they have
done wrong. 9 Provide food and a place
to sleep for those Christian travelers who
come among you, and do it without complaining. 10 Believers should all use the
gifts that God has given them to serve others. They should manage well the various
gifts that God has kindly given them. 11
Those who speak to the assembly of believers should do that as if they were speaking the very words of God. Those who do
kind deeds for others should do it with the
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strength that God gives them, in order that
you might honor God as Jesus Christ enables us to do so. May we all praise God
because he has all authority to rule everything forever. May it be so! 12 You whom I
love, do not be surprised about the painful
things that you are suffering because you
belong to Christ. Those things are testing
you as people test metal by putting it into
a ﬁre. Do not think that something strange
is happening to you. 13 Instead, rejoice
that you are suffering the same kinds of
things that Christ endured. Rejoice when
you suffer, in order that you may also be
very glad when Christ returns and shows
everyone how glorious he is. 14 If others
insult you because you believe in Christ,
God is pleased with you, because it shows
that the Spirit of God, the Spirit who reveals how great God is, lives within you.
15
If you suffer, do not let it be because
you murdered anyone, or stole anything,
or did some other kind of evil thing, or
because you interfered in someone else’s
affairs. 16 But if you suffer because you
are a Christian, do not be ashamed about
it. Instead, praise God that you are suffering because you belong to Christ. 17 I say
this, because it is now time for God to begin judging people, and ﬁrst he will judge
those who belong to him. Since he will
judge us believers ﬁrst, think about the
terrible things that will happen to those
who do not obey the good news that comes
from him! 18 That will be as it is written in
the scriptures:

and he is the one who always does what
he promises to do. And so they should continue to do what is right.

Chapter 5
1

Now I will say this to those among you
who are elders, you who lead the assemblies of believers: I am also an elder. I
also am one of those who saw Christ suffer, and I will also share some of the glory
that Christ has in heaven. 2 I appeal to you
elders to take care of the people who are
in your assemblies. Do this as if you were
shepherds who take care of their ﬂocks of
sheep. Do this, not because you must do
it, but instead do it willingly, as God desires. Do not be greedy to get money for
doing it, but instead do it enthusiastically.
3
Do not act like domineering bosses over
the people whom God has assigned to you,
but instead be examples to them by the
way in which you conduct your lives. 4 If
you do that, when Jesus, who is like our
chief shepherd, appears, he will give each
of you a splendid reward. That reward
will be like the wreaths that are given to
athletes who win races, but your reward
will never wither like those wreaths do.
5

Now I will say this to you young men.
You must obey the older men in the assembly. All of you believers should act
humbly toward each other, because it
is true that God opposes those who are
”Many righteous people will have to
proud, but he acts kindly toward those
suffer many diﬃcult trials before going to
who are humble.
heaven.
6
Therefore, realizing that God has great
So ungodly and sinful people will surely
power to punish proud people, humble
have to suffer much severe punishment
yourselves in order that he may honor
from God!”
you at the time that he has determined. 7
19
Therefore, those who suffer because Because he takes care of you, let him take
God wishes it, should trust God to keep care of all the things that you are worried
them—God is the one who created them about.
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8

Always be alert and pay attention, because the devil, who is your enemy, is going around, looking for people to destroy.
He is like a lion that roars as it prowls
around, seeking someone to kill and devour. 9 You must resist him by continuing to ﬁrmly trust in Christ and his message, remembering that your fellow believers all over the world are suffering
similar hardships. 10 God is the one who
kindly helps us in every situation, and he
is the one who chose us to share his eternal glory in heaven because we are joined
to Christ. And after you have suffered for
a while because of things that people do to
harm you, he will remove your spiritual
defects, he will strengthen you to trust
him more, and he will support you in every way. 11 I pray that he will rule powerfully forever. May it be so!
12

Silas has written this letter for me as I
have dictated it to him. I consider that he
is a faithful fellow believer. I have written
this short letter to you to encourage you,
and I want to assure you that what I have
written is a true message about the things
that God kindly does for us, things that we
do not deserve. Continue to ﬁrmly believe
this message.
13

In this city that we sometimes call ‘Babylon,’ the believers, whom God has chosen
to belong to him just like he chose you,
send you their greetings. Mark, who is
like a son to me, also sends you his greetings. 14 Greet each other with a kiss on the
cheek to show that you love each other. I
pray that God will give peace to all of you
who are joined to Christ.
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Chapter 1
1

I, Simon Peter, am writing this letter to
you. I serve Jesus Christ, and I am an
apostle that he appointed. I am sending
this letter to you whom God has caused
to believe in Christ just like he caused us
apostles to believe in Christ. You and we
have the same honor of believing in Jesus
Christ. He is God, he is completely just, he
is the one whom we worship, and he is our
Savior. 2 I pray that God will continue to
act very kindly toward you and give you a
deep peace, because you truly know God
and Jesus, who is our Lord.
3

God has given us everything that we
need in order that we might live forever
and honor him. He does this by his power
as God, and he does this because we know
him. He has also given it to us as a result
of our knowing him. He is the one who
chose us to be his people because he is
powerful and good. 4 Because he is this
way, he has promised us that he will do
very great and priceless things for us. He
has also said to you that as you believe in
what he has promised, you will be able to
act in a right way, just like God acts in a
right way, and that you will no longer be
on the way to perish because of desiring
to do evil things, as the unbelievers are.
5

you are not only faithful to him, but that
you also honor him. 7 And make sure that
you do not only honor him, but that you
also have a concern for your fellow believers, as brothers and sisters ought to
have for each other. And make sure that
you not only have a concern for your fellow believers, but that you also love others. 8 If you do all these things, and if
you do them more and more, that shows
that knowing our Lord Jesus Christ produces very great results in your lives. 9
But if these things are not true about people, it means they are not aware that these
things are important, just like a blind person is not aware of what is around him.
They think only about earthly matters,
just like a shortsighted person sees clearly
only things that are near. It seems that
they have forgotten that God has forgiven
them for their former sinful lives. 10 Instead of acting like those people, try to behave so as to make everyone know that
God has chosen you to be his people. If
you do that, you will certainly never become separated from God, 11 and God will
very wholeheartedly welcome you into
the place where our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ will rule his people forever.
12

I intend to keep on reminding you
very frequently about these matters, even
though you already know them and are
ﬁrmly convinced that they are true. 13 I
consider it right that I should help you to
continually think about these matters by
reminding you about them as long as I am
alive, 14 because I know that I shall die
soon, just like our Lord Jesus Christ clearly
has revealed to me. 15 Moreover, I will
make every effort by writing these things
down to enable you to remember them at
all times after I have died.

Because God has done all that, do your
best not only believe in Christ, but to live
good lives. And make sure that you are
not only living good lives, but that you
also learn more and more about God. 6 In
addition, do your best, not only to know
more and more about God, but also to
control yourself in what you do and say.
And make sure that you not only control 16 We apostles told you that our Lord Jesus
what you do and say, but also that you Christ is powerful and that he is coming
are faithful to him. And make sure that back some day. We were not basing what

1719

2 PETER
we told you on stories that we had cleverly
invented. Instead, we told you what we
ourselves saw with our own eyes, that the
Lord Jesus is supremely great. 17 God, our
Father, greatly honored him when God’s
great light surrounded him, and he said,
“This is my Son, whom I love very much;
I am very pleased with him.” 18 We ourselves heard God say that from heaven
when we were with Christ on that holy
19
We are even more sure
mountain.
that what the prophets wrote about Christ
long ago is completely reliable. Pay attention to what they wrote, because it is
like a lamp that is shining in a dark place
that helps people see where they are going. That light will shine until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts. 20 It is important that you understand that no prophet could interpret by
his own imagination. 21 No prophecies
come from the decision of a human being.
Those who spoke messages from God did
so when the Holy Spirit helped them do it.
Therefore the Spirit must also help us understand what they mean.

Chapter 2
1

Long ago, various people among the Israelites pretended to give true messages
from God, and people will do the same
with you. At ﬁrst you will not know who
they are, and they make some stop trusting in Christ; they will start thinking that
the Lord is not important—although he is
the one who redeemed them. But soon,
God will make these false prophets perish. 2 And many believers will imitate how
these false prophets live. In this way they
will insult what is true about God. 3 They
will tell you lies in such a way that they
will make a proﬁt off of you. God will not
wait very long before he punishes them;
they will soon perish.

4

God destroyed the angels who sinned.
He threw them into the worst place in hell
and imprisoned them there in darkness in
order to keep them there until he judges
and punishes them. 5 He also destroyed
the people who lived in the world long
ago. He saved only eight of them, including Noah, who was a righteous preacher.
He did this when he destroyed by a ﬂood
all the ungodly people who were living
then. 6 He also condemned Sodom and
Gomorrah cities and then burned them
completely to ashes. This is a warning
to those who afterwards would live so
7
as to dishonor God.
But he rescued
Abraham’s nephew, Lot, who was a righteous man. Lot was greatly distressed because the people in Sodom were doing
very immoral deeds. 8 That righteous man
was in agony because every day he saw
and heard those wicked people do things
against God’s law. 9 And since the Lord
God rescued Lot, you can be sure that he
knows how to rescue people who honor
him, and how to keep those who do not
honor him ready for the time when he
will punish them. 10 He will punish especially severely those who do what they
themselves want to do, things that make
them displeasing to God. They boldly do
whatever they wish to do; they even insult God’s powerful angels. 11 But God’s
angels, even though they are much more
powerful than those people, do not insult
anyone in front of God, not even them!
12
Those people who teach false things—
who are like animals that cannot think
like us—they say bad things about God,
whom they do not even know. So he will
destroy them like we hunt down and destroy wild animals that even nature has
no use for. 13 The wrong things they do
harm them themselves: They party and
get drunk by day and night. They are like
stains and spots on clothing that once was
clean. 14 They want to sleep with every
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woman whom they see. They can never
sin enough. They persuade people who
are not very faithful to God to join with
them. As athletes train for sports, these
people train themselves to be greedy. But
God has cursed them! 15 They refuse to
live like God wants them to. They have imitated what the prophet Balaam, the son of
Beor, did long ago. He thought he would
act in a wicked way and gain a reward
for it. 16 But God rebuked him for sinning.
And even though donkeys do not speak,
God used Balaam’s own donkey to speak
to him with a human voice and stop his
insane action.
17

These people who teach falsely are like
springs that give no water; they are like
clouds that quickly pass overhead before
they can give rain. Therefore, God has reserved the darkness of hell for those teachers. 18 They boast about themselves, but
what they say is worth nothing. They persuade people who have recently become
believers and who have just now ceased
to do wicked things. They persuade them
to sin again by doing whatever sinful people like to do. 19 They tell them that they
are free to do whatever they like. But
they themselves are slaves who must obey
whatever their evil minds tell them to do.
Certainly a person is a slave to whatever
20
But suppose that you
controls him.
began to know our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and that you stopped doing the
things that kept God from accepting you.
Then suppose that you began doing those
same wicked things again, then you would
be even worse off now than you were at
ﬁrst. 21 It would have been better for
them if they had never learned how to
live in the right way. But God will punish
them even more, since they have rejected
what he instructed them to do, what we
apostles passed on to them. 22 The way
in which they are behaving again is just
like the proverbs that people say: “They

are like dogs that return to eat their own
vomit,” and, “They are like pigs that have
washed themselves and then roll again in
the mud.”

Chapter 3
1

This letter that I am now writing to you
whom I love, is the second letter that I
have written to you. I have written both
these letters to you in order that by reminding you about the things you already
know, I may stimulate you to think sincerely about those things. 2 I want you
to remember the words that were spoken
by the holy prophets long ago, and also
to remember what our Lord and Savior
commanded, things that we, your apostles, told you about.
3

It is important for you to understand
that in the time immediately before Christ
comes back, people will ridicule you for
saying that Christ will come back. Those
people will do whatever evil deeds they
wish to do. 4 They will say, “Although
Christ promised that he would come back,
he has not. Since the ancestors died, everything has remained the same. Things
are as they always have been since God
created the world!” 5 They will say this because they deliberately overlook the fact
that God, by commanding long ago that
it should be so, caused the heavens to exist, and he caused the earth to come up
out of water and to be separate from the
water. 6 And God, by commanding that
it should be so, later destroyed the world
that existed at that time, by causing the
earth to be ﬂooded with water. 7 Furthermore, God, by commanding that it should
be so, has set apart the heavens and the
earth that exist now, and they are being
kept until the time when he will judge ungodly people. And at that time he will de-
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stroy the heavens and the earth by burning them. 8 Dear friends, I want you to
understand well that the Lord God is willing to wait a long time to judge the people
in the world! How much time passes before the Lord God judges the people in the
world does not matter to him! He considers that one day passes no more quickly
than a thousand years, and he also considers that a thousand years pass as quickly
as one day passes to us! 9 Therefore, you
should not think that because Christ has
not yet come back to judge people, the
Lord God is delaying what he promised.
Some people think that this is so, and they
say that Christ never will come back. But
you should understand that the reason
why Christ has not yet come back to judge
people is that God is being patient toward
you, because he does not want anyone to
be lost eternally. Instead, he wants everyone to turn away from their sinful behavior. 10 But the day of the Lord’s return
will come unexpectedly. He will come like
a thief comes—without warning. At that
time there will be a great roaring sound.
The heavens will cease to exist. The elements will be destroyed by ﬁre, and the
earth and everything in it that anyone has
ever done will be revealed to God for him
to judge.

are righteous.
14

Therefore, dear friends, because you
are waiting for these things to happen,
do all that you can to conduct your lives
in a way that honors God, in order that
Christ may see that you do not sin and that
you are living peacefully with each other.
15
And think about this: Our Lord Jesus
Christ is patient because he wants to save
people. Our dear brother Paul also wrote
wise words to you about these same matters, because God enabled him to understand these events. 16 In the letters that
Paul wrote there are certain things that
are diﬃcult for people to understand. People who know nothing about God and who
speak at random interpret these things
wrongly, as they also interpret the other
parts of the scriptures wrongly. The result is that they will lead God to punish
them. 17 Therefore, dear friends, since
you already know about these false teachers, guard against them. Do not let these
wicked people deceive you by telling you
things that are wrong. Do not let them persuade you to doubt what you now ﬁrmly
believe. 18 Instead, live in such a manner
that you experience more and more our
Savior Jesus Christ acting kindly toward
you, and that you get to know him better
and better.

11

Because God will certainly destroy all I pray that everyone will honor Jesus
these things like I just said, you certainly Christ both now and forever! May this
know how you should behave. You should truly be so!
behave in a way that honors God, 12 while
you eagerly wait for Christ to return on
the day that God has appointed, and you
should try to make that day come soon.
Because of what God will do on that day,
the heavens will perish. The elements will
melt and burn up. 13 Although all those
events will happen, we rejoice because we
are waiting for the new heavens and new
earth that God has promised. The only
people who will be in the new heavens
and on this new earth will be people who
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ways right. So if we admit to him that
we have sinned, he will forgive us for our
sins and will free us from the guilt of everything we have done wrong. Because of
that, we should admit to him that we have
sinned. 10 Because God says that everyone
1
I, John, am writing to you about the one has sinned, those who say that they have
who existed before there was anything never sinned talk as though God lies! They
else. He is the one whom we apostles lis- reject what God says about us!
tened to as he taught us. We saw him.
We ourselves looked at him and touched
him. He is the one who taught us the message about eternal life. 2 (Because he came
here to the earth and we have seen him, 1
You who are as dear to me as my own
we proclaim to you clearly that the one
children, I am writing this to you to keep
whom we have seen is the one who has alyou from sinning. But if any of you believways lived. He was previously with his Faers does sin, remember that Jesus Christ,
ther in heaven, but he came to live among
the righteous one, pleads with the Father
us.) 3 We are proclaiming to you the mesfor him to forgive us. 2 Jesus Christ volsage about Jesus, the one whom we saw
untarily sacriﬁced his own life for us, so
and heard, in order that you may join tothat as a result God forgives our sins. Yes,
gether with us. The ones with whom we
God is able to forgive our sins, but not only
have joined are God our Father and his
ours. He is also able to forgive the sins of
Son Jesus Christ. 4 I am writing to you
people everywhere!
about these things so that you will be convinced that they are true, and that as a re- 3 I will tell you how we can be sure that we
sult we may be completely joyful.
know God. If we obey what he commands
us to do, that shows us that we are joined
5
The message that we heard from God
together with him. 4 Those who say, “We
and that we are proclaiming to you is this:
know God,” and do not obey what God
He never sins. He is like a brilliant light
commands us to do, are liars. They are not
that has no darkness at all. 6 If we claim
conducting their lives according to God’s
to have joined together with God, but if
true message. 5 But those who obey what
we conduct our lives in an impure manGod commands them to do are the people
ner, that is like living in evil darkness. We
who love God in every way. This is how
are lying. We are not conducting our lives
we can be sure that we are joined with
according to God’s true message. 7 But livGod. 6 If we say that we are in union with
ing in a pure manner, as God is living in
God, we should conduct our lives as Christ
a pure manner in every way, is like living
did.
in God’s light. If we do that, we can join together with each other, and God forgives 7 Dear friends, I am not writing that you
us and accepts us because Jesus died for must do something new. Instead, I am
us. 8 Those who say that they have never writing something that you have known to
sinned are deceiving themselves and are do since you ﬁrst believed in Christ. This
refusing to believe what God says about is part of the message that you have althem. 9 But God always does what he ways heard. 8 But I will say something
says he will do, and what he does is al- again to you on this same topic: I can say

Chapter 1

Chapter 2
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that I am telling you to do something new.
It is new because what Christ did was new,
and what you are doing is new. This is because you are ceasing to do evil and you
are doing more and more good. It is like
when night passes away and day dawns,
the true day of Christ. 9 Those who claim
that they are like people who live in the
light, but who hate any of their fellow believers, are still like people who live in
darkness. 10 But those who love their fellow believers behave like people who are
living in the light; they have no reason to
sin. 11 Those who hate any of their fellow
believers are still like people who are living in darkness, unaware of what is true
about God.
12

I am writing this to you whom I love as
though you were my own children. God
has forgiven your sins because of what
Christ has done for you. 13 I am writing to
you believers who are older than the others. You have known Christ, who has always lived. I am also writing to you young
men; you have defeated Satan, the evil
one. And I am writing to you little children, because you know God the Father.
14
I will say it again: I am writing this to
you older men because you have come to
know Christ, the one who has always existed. And I am writing to you young men,
because you are strong and you continue
to obey what God commands, and because
you have defeated Satan, the evil one.
15

Do not behave like the people in the
world who do not honor God. Do not desire the things they want to have. If anyone lives like they live, they are proving
they do not love God our Father. 16 I am
writing this, because all the wrong things
that people do, all the things that people see and try to obtain for themselves,
and all the things that they boast about—
all these things have nothing to do with
our Father in heaven. They belong to the

world. 17 The people in the world who do
not honor God, along with everything that
they desire, will disappear. But those who
do what God wants them to do will live forever!
18

You who are very dear to me, it is now
just before Jesus returns to earth. You
have already heard that the person who
will pretend to be Christ is coming; actually, many such persons have already
arrived—but they are all against Christ.
Because of this, we know that Christ will
return very soon. 19 These people refused
to remain in our congregations, but they
never really belonged with us in the ﬁrst
place. When they left us, we clearly saw
20
that they had never joined with us.
But as for you, Christ, the one who is holy,
has given you his Spirit; it is his Spirit who
teaches you all the truth. 21 I am writing
this letter to you, not because you do not
know the truth about God, but because
you do know what it is. You also know
that God teaches us nothing that is false;
instead, he teaches us only what is true.
22
The worst liars are the ones who deny
that Jesus is the Christ. All who do this are
against Christ, because they refuse to believe in the Father and the Son. 23 Those
who refuse to acknowledge that Jesus is
God’s Son are in no way joined with the
Father, but those who acknowledge that
Christ is the Son of God are also joined
with Father. 24 So, as for you, you must
continue to believe the truth about Jesus
Christ that you ﬁrst heard, and to live according to it. If you do that, you will stay
joined to the Son and the Father. 25 And
what God told us is that he will cause us to
live forever!
26

I have written this to you to warn you
about those who want to deceive you con27
cerning the truth about Christ.
As
for you, God’s Spirit, whom you received
from Christ, remains in you. So you do
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not need anyone else to be your teacher.
God’s Spirit is teaching you everything
that you need to know. He always teaches
the truth and never says anything that is
false. So continue to live in the way that
he has taught you, and remain joined with
him.
28

Now, my dear ones, I urge you to continue to remain joined with Christ. We
need to do that in order that we may be
conﬁdent that he will accept us when he
comes back again. If we do that, we will
not be ashamed when we stand before
him when he comes. 29 Since you know
that Christ always does what is right, you
know that all those who continue doing
what is right are the ones who have become God’s children.

Chapter 3
1

Think about how much our Father loves
us: He allows us to say that we are his
children. And this is indeed true. But
people who are unbelievers have not understood who God is. So they do not understand who we are, that we are God’s
children. 2 Dear friends, even though at
present we are God’s children, he has not
yet shown us what we will be like in the future. However, we know that when Christ
comes back again, we will become like
him, because we will see him face to face.
3
So all those who conﬁdently expect to see
Christ face to face, will keep themselves
from sinning, just like Christ, who never
sins. 4 But everyone who continues to
sin is refusing to obey God’s laws, because
that is what sin is, refusing to obey God’s
laws. 5 You know that Christ came in order to completely remove the guilt of our
sins. You know also that he never sinned.
6
Those who continue doing what Christ
wants them to do, do not continue sinning

repeatedly. But those who repeatedly sin
have not understood who Christ is, nor
have they truly joined with him. 7 So I
urge you who are very dear to me, do not
let anyone deceive you by telling you that
it is all right to sin. If you continue doing
what is right, you are righteous, just like
Christ is righteous. 8 But anyone who continues to sin repeatedly is like the devil, because the devil has always been sinning
since the world began. And the reason
why God’s Son became a human being was
to destroy what the devil has done. 9 People do not continue sinning repeatedly if
they have become children of God. They
cannot continually sin because God has
made them his children, and he has put
into them what he himself is like. 10 Those
who are God’s children are clearly different from those who are the devil’s children. The way that we can know who
are Satan’s children is this: Those who do
not do what is right are not God’s children.
And those who do not love their fellow believers are not God’s children.
11

The message that you heard when you
ﬁrst believed in Christ is that we should
love each other. 12 We should not hate others as did Adam’s son, Cain, who belonged
to Satan, the evil one. Because Cain hated
his younger brother, he murdered him.
I will tell you about why he murdered
his brother. It was because Cain habitually behaved in an evil way, and he hated
his younger brother because his younger
brother behaved in the right way. 13 You
should not be amazed when unbelievers
hate you. 14 Because we love our fellow
believers, we know that God has made us
to live forever with him. But God regards
anyone who does not love their fellow believer as a person who is not living in life
but is living under the power of death. 15
God treats anyone who hates their fellow
believers as though they had done something just as bad as committing murder.
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Anyone who does not love his brother is
16
living for death, not life.
The way
that we now know how to truly love our
fellow believers is by remembering that
Christ died for us of his own free will. So
in the same way, we should do anything
for our fellow believers, even die for them.
17
Many of us have the things that are necessary for us to live in this world. If we become aware that any of our fellow believers do not have what they need and if we
refuse to provide for them, it is clear that
we do not love God as we claim to do. 18 I
am saying to you whom I love dearly, let
us not merely say we love each other; let
us love each other by helping each other.
19

If we truly love our fellow believers, we
can be sure that we are living according to
the true message about Christ. As a result,
we will not feel guilty in the presence of
God. 20 We can pray conﬁdently, because
although we might feel guilty because we
have done wrong, God deserves for us to
trust him. He knows everything about us.
21
Dear friends, if our minds do not accuse
us of having sinned, then we can pray conﬁdently to God. 22 When we conﬁdently
pray to him and request something from
him, we receive it because we do what he
commands us to do, and because we do
what pleases him. 23 I will tell you what
he commands us to do: We must believe
that Jesus Christ is his Son. We must also
love each other, just as God commanded
us to do. 24 Those who do what God commands are those who are joined with God,
and God is joined with them. And it is because we have his Spirit, whom he gave to
us, that we can be sure that God is joined
with us.

ple. But you must think carefully about
what you hear them teach, so that you
may know whether they are teaching the
truth that comes from God or not. 2 I will
tell you how to know whether someone is
teaching truth that comes from the Spirit
of God. Those who aﬃrm that Jesus Christ
came from God to become a human like us
are teaching a message that is from God.
3
But those who do not aﬃrm that truth
about Jesus are not teaching a message
from God. They are teachers who oppose
Christ. You have heard that people like
that are coming among us. Even now they
are already here.
4

As for you who are very dear to me,
you belong to God, and you have refused
to believe what those people teach, because God, who enables you to do what he
wants, is greater. 5 As for those who are
teaching what is false, they belong with
all the people in the world who refuse to
honor God. That is why what they say
comes from those same people, and those
same people listen to them. 6 As for us, we
belong to God. Whoever knows God listens to what we teach, but whoever does
not belong to God does not listen to what
we teach. This is how we can distinguish
between people who teach truth about
God, and those who deceive others.
7

Dear friends, we must love each other,
because God enables us to love each other,
and because those who love their fellow
believers have become God’s children and
know him. 8 God shows his love to people. So those who do not love their fellow believers do not know God. 9 I will
tell you how God has shown us that he
loves us: He sent his only Son to live on
the earth to enable us to live eternally because of him. 10 And God has shown us
what it means to truly love another per1
Dear friends, many people who have son: It does not mean that we loved God,
a false message are teaching it to peo- but that God loved us. So he sent his Son to
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sacriﬁce himself, in order that he—God—
11
may forgive us when we sin.
Dear
friends, since God loves us like that, we
certainly ought to love each other!
12

No one has ever seen God. Nevertheless, if we love each other, it is clear that
God lives within us and that we love others just like he intends us to do. 13 I will
tell you how we can be sure that we are
joined with God and that God is joined
with us: He has put his Spirit within us. 14
We apostles have seen God’s Son, and we
solemnly tell others that the Father sent
him to save the people in the world from
suffering eternally for their sins. 15 So
God remains joined with those who say
the truth about Jesus. They say, “He is the
Son of God.” And so they remain joined
with God. 16 We have experienced how
God loves us and we believe that he loves
us. As a result, we love others. Because
God’s nature is to love people, those who
continue to love others are joined with
God, and God is joined with them. 17 We
should love others completely. And if we
do that, when the time comes for God to
judge us, we will be conﬁdent that he will
not condemn us. We will be conﬁdent of
that because we are living in this world
joined to God, as Christ himself is joined
to God. 18 We will not be afraid of God if
we truly love him, because those who love
God completely cannot possibly be afraid
of him. We would be afraid only if we
thought that he would punish us. So those
who are afraid of God certainly are not loving God completely. 19 We love God and
our fellow believers because God loved us
ﬁrst. 20 So those who say “I love God” but
hate a fellow believer are lying. Those
who do not love one of their fellow believers, whom they have seen, certainly cannot be loving God, whom they have not
seen. 21 Keep in mind that this is what
God has commanded us: If we love him,
we must also love our fellow believers.

Chapter 5
1

All those who believe that Jesus is the
Christ are children of God, born from God.
And whoever loves anyone who is a father
certainly loves his child also. 2 We can
be sure that we truly love God’s children
when we love God and do what he commands us to do. 3 I am saying this because
what loving God really means is that we
do what he commands. Also, it is not difﬁcult to do what he commands. 4 All of
us whom God has caused to become his
children have been able to refuse to do
what unbelievers want us to do. We are
stronger than everything that is against
God. We are able to refuse to do wrong because we trust in Christ. 5 Who is the person who is stronger than everything that
is against God? It is anyone who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God.
6

Think about Jesus Christ. He is the one
who came to earth from God. God showed
that he had truly sent Jesus when John
baptized Jesus in water, but also when Jesus’ blood ﬂowed from his body when he
died. And God’s Spirit declares truthfully
that Jesus Christ came from God. 7 These
three are like three witnesses who give testimony: 8 God’s Spirit, the water and the
blood. These three all tell us the same
thing. 9 We usually believe what other
people tell us. But we can certainly trust
much more in what God says. And he has
certainly testiﬁed about his Son. 10 Those
who trust in the Son of God know within
their inner beings what is true about him.
But those who do not believe what God
says call him a liar, because they have
refused to believe what God has testiﬁed
about his Son. 11 This is what God says
to us: “I have given you eternal life.” We
will live forever if we are joined with his
Son. 12 Those who are joined with God’s
Son will live forever with God. Those who
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are not joined with him will not live forever.
13

I have written this letter to you who believe that Jesus is the Son of God, in order that you may know that you will live
forever. 14 Because we are joined with
him, we are very conﬁdent that he hears
us when we ask him to do anything he
approves of. 15 Also, if we know that he
hears us—whatever we ask—then we can
be sure that we will receive whatever we
asked from him.
16

Suppose you see one of our fellow believers sinning in a way that would not
separate them from God,and when you
see sinning, you should ask God and pray
that God will give that person life—that is,
to that person who is not commiting a sin
that would separate him from God. But
there are some people who sin in a way
that causes them to be separated from God
forever. I am not saying you should ask
God to help people who sin in that way. 17
Everything that is wrong is a sin against
God, but not every bad thing we do can
18
separate us from God forever.
We
know that if a person is a child of God, he
does not keep sinning again and again. Instead, the Son of God protects him so that
Satan, the evil one, does not harm him.
19
We know that we belong to God, and
we know that the whole world is under
20
the control of the evil one.
We also
know that the Son of God has come among
us and has enabled us to understand the
truth; we are joined to him who is true,
God’s Son Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is truly
God, and he is the one who enables us to
have eternal life.
21

I say to you who are very dear to me,
guard yourselves from worshiping gods
that have no real power.
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the reward which we, together with you,
have been working for, and you will not
receive the complete reward of being eternally united to God! 9 Those who change
what Christ taught and do not continue
to believe what he taught are not joined
with God. But those who continue to believe what Christ taught are joined with
both God, our Father, and with his Son.
10
So when anyone comes to you who
teaches something different from what
Christ taught, do not welcome him into
your homes! Do not encourage him by
greeting him or wishing him well in any
way! 11 I say that because if you treat people like that as you would treat a fellow believer, you are helping them do their evil
deeds.

Chapter 1
1

You all know me as the chief Elder. I
am writing this letter to you believers, the
congregation that I love so much. God has
chosen you, and I love you because what
we know about Christ is true! Not only
do I myself love you, but all those who
know and accept the true message that Jesus taught also love you! 2 This is because
all of us believe God’s true message. It is
in our inner beings and we will continue
to believe it forever! 3 God the Father and
Jesus Christ, who is his Son, will continue
to act kindly and mercifully toward us be- 12 Even though I have much more that I
cause they love us. They will enable us to want to tell you, I have decided not to say
have peace, because they truly love us.
it in a letter. Instead, I expect to be with
4
I am very happy because I have learned you soon and talk directly with you. Then
13
that some of you are living according to we can be completely joyful together.
the truth that God has taught us. this is Your fellow believers in the congregation
just what our Father commanded us to do. here, whom God has also chosen, all greet
you.
5
And now, dear congregation, I beg you
to obey what he has commanded us to do.
This is why I am writing to you. What
he commanded—that we should love each
other—is nothing new; instead, it was
when we ﬁrst believed in Christ that we
learned that we should love each other.
6
This is what it means to love God and
each other—we should obey what God
commands us to do. What he commands
us to do is love him and each other.
7

Many people who deceive others have
left your congregation and have now gone
out among other people in your area.
They are the ones who refuse to believe
that Jesus Christ became human. They are
the ones who deceive others and oppose
Christ himself. 8 So be careful that you
do not let those teachers deceive you! If
you let them deceive you, you will lose
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himself also refuses to welcome the fellow believers who are traveling around
doing God’s work. And those who want to
welcome them—he stops them by making
them leave the congregation.

Chapter 1
1

You know me as the chief Elder. I am
writing this letter to you, my dear friend
Gaius, whom I truly love. 2 Dear friend, I
ask God that things may go well for you in
every way, and that you may be physically
healthy just as you are healthy in respect
to God. 3 I am very happy because some
fellow believers have come here and told
me that you live in accordance with the
true message about Christ. They said that
you are behaving in a manner that is consistent with God’s truth. 4 I am very happy
when I hear that people whom I helped to
believe in Christ are living in a way that
matches God’s truth! 5 Dear friend, you
are serving Jesus loyally whenever you
do things to help fellow believers, even
strangers whom you do not know, who
are traveling around doing God’s work. 6
Some of them have reported before the
congregation here how you have showed
that you love them. You should continue
to help such people do their work in a way
that honors God.

11

Dear friend, do not imitate a bad example like that. Instead, keep imitating good
examples. Remember that people who do
good deeds truly belong to God. Anyone
who keeps doing what is bad has never
seen God.
12

All the believers who know Demetrius
say that he is a good person. If the truth
were a person, he would say the same
thing! We also say he is a good person, and
you know that what we say about him is
true.
13

When I began to write this letter, I had
much more that I intended to tell you. But
now I do not want to say it in a letter.
14
Instead, I expect to come and see you
soon. Then we will talk directly with one
another. 15 May God give his peace to
you. The friends here send you greetings.
Please give our greetings to all our friends
there, personally and by name.

7

When those fellow believers went out to
tell people about Jesus, they received no
money from people who do not believe in
Christ. 8 So we who believe in Christ ought
to give food and money to such people as
these, to work with them to help others
know God’s true message.
9

I wrote a letter to your group of believers to tell them to help those other believers. However, Diotrephes does not accept my letter, because he wants to dominate you. 10 So when I arrive there I will
publicly tell everyone what he does: He
tells others evil nonsense about us in order to harm us by what he says. He is
not content with only doing that, but he
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1

I am Jude. I am a servant of Jesus Christ
and a brother to James. I am writing to
you whom God has called to him, to you
whom God the Father loves, to you whom
he is keeping for Jesus Christ. 2 May God
have much mercy on you. May he give
you much peace, and may he love you
very much.
3

You whom I love, I tried very hard to
write a letter to you about how God has
saved us all together. I needed to write to
encourage you to do your best to speak for
the true things that we believe. These are
things that God has taught to all those who
trust in Christ. These things will never
change. 4 There are men who are creeping into your assemblies; they are like
the wicked men the prophets wrote about
long ago—they teach false things and they
twist the grace of God into giving permission to commit sexual sin. In this way they
oppose what is true about Jesus Christ, our
only Master and Lord.
5

Although you previously knew all these
things, there are certain things about
which I desire to remind you. Do not forget that although the Lord rescued his people from Egypt, he later destroyed most
of those same people, those people who
did not believe in him. 6 Also, there were
many angels to whom God assigned positions of authority in heaven. But they
did not continue to rule with authority in
those positions. Instead, they abandoned
those places. So God has put those angels in chains forever in darkness in hell.
They will stay there until the important
day in which God will judge and punish
them. 7 Similarly, the people who lived
in Sodom and Gomorrah cities and the

nearby cities committed sexual immorality. They sought all kinds of sexual relations that differ from what God permits.
So God destroyed their cities. What happened to those people and those angels in
heaven shows that God will punish people,
such as the ones who teach false doctrine,
in the eternal ﬁre of hell. 8 Similarly, these
people in your midst also deﬁle their own
bodies by living immorally. They say that
God has sent them visions that tell them
to do this. But they do not obey God’s commands, and they insult his wonderful angels.
9

Even when Michael the archangel argued with Satan about who would take
possession of Moses’ body, he kept from
insulting and condemning him; he merely
said, “May the Lord punish you!” 10 But
these people about whom I am writing
say evil words about everything good that
they do not understand. They are just like
wild animals that cannot think, because
all the things that they are naturally able
to understand destroy them.
11

God will punish very severely those
who do these things. They behave like
Cain did. They commit the same sin as
the sin Balaam committed for money, and
they will die like Korah, who rebelled
against Moses. 12 These people are like
rocks under the water that ships crash
against. When they share in your love
feasts, they have no shame, because they
eat only to please themselves. They are
like clouds that give no rain, clouds that
the wind pushes along. They do no good
deeds, for they are like trees in late autumn that bear no fruit. They are like people who have died two times; they are like
trees that have been uprooted. 13 They do
not control themselves. They are like the
sea’s strong waves in a storm, and they
pollute others with their shame, just as
the waves bring up foam and dirt onto the
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beaches. They are like stars that do not
stay where they should in the sky. God
will put them in very great darkness forever.
14

Enoch, the seventh person in the line of
people who descended from Adam, said
this about those teachers of false doctrine:
”Listen carefully to this: The Lord will certainly come with a countless number of
his saints. 15 They will judge everyone
and will punish all wicked people, and all
who dishonor God. The angels will do this,
because of all the harsh things that these
people have spoken against God.” 16 These
teachers of false doctrine grumble about
the things that God does. They complain
about what happens to them. They do the
evil things because they wish to do them.
They talk boastfully. They praise people
in order to get things from them.

into the ﬁre of everlasting punishment. Be
kind to people who sin, but be afraid to
join them in those sins. Instead, hate even
their clothing, because it is made dirty by
their sins.
24

God is able to keep you trusting in him.
He will also take you into his presence,
where there is brilliant light. You will rejoice very much and be free from sin. 25
He is the only true God. He has saved us
as a result of what Jesus Christ our Lord
did for us. God was glorious, great, and
mighty, and he ruled with great authority
before time began. He is still like that, and
he will remain like that forever! Amen!

17

But you people whom I love, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ said long ago. 18 They told you,
“Just before the last day, some people will
laugh at the true things that God has told
us. They will commit the sins with their
bodies that they wish to commit because
they dishonor God.” 19 These are the people who make believers angry with each
other. They do all the wicked things that
they want to do. The Spirit of God does not
live within them.
20

But you people whom I love, strengthen
each other using the truth about God that
you believe. Let the Holy Spirit guide you
in the way to pray. 21 Keep conducting
your lives in a way that is right for those
whom God loves. Keep constantly expecting that our Lord Jesus Christ will act mercifully toward you. Keep expecting that
until the time when we begin living eternally with him.
22

Be kind to those who are not certain
about what teachings they should believe,
and help them. 23 Keep others from going
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Chapter 1
1

This book has the things that Jesus Christ
showed to me, John. God showed these
things to Jesus in order that he might pass
them on to his servants. These things
will happen soon. Jesus communicated
these things by sending his angel to me,
his servant John. 2 As a witness I, John, reported everything I saw and heard about
the word of God, and the true accounts
that were given about Jesus Christ. 3 God
will do good to anyone who reads these
words and to any who hear them when
they are being read aloud. He will do good
to those who listen carefully to them and
obey them, for the time when these things
happen is approaching quickly.
4

I, John, am writing this letter to the
seven groups of believers in the province
of Asia. May God be kind to you and give
you peace, for he is the one who has always existed, who exists now, and who
will always exist in the future. May the
seven spirits who are sitting in front of
his throne do these things for you, too. 5
May Jesus Christ—who has faithfully told
us the truth about God and—also be kind
to you and give you peace. For he is the
ﬁrst one whom God raised from the dead,
and he is the one who rules the kings of
the earth. He is the one who loves us and
who has freed us from the guilt of our sins
by his blood when he died on the cross. 6
He is the one who has begun to rule over
his kingdom; he has set us apart to be
priests who worship God his Father as he
commanded. It is Jesus Christ whom we
must honor and praise forever. This is the
truth.
7

Look! Christ is coming in the clouds. Everyone will see him, including those who

killed him by nailing him to a cross. Every
tribe on the earth will be in sorrow and
grief when they see him coming. That is
the truth! 8 The Lord God declares, “I am
the one who began all things, the Alpha,
and I am the one who will cause all things
to end, the Omega. I am the one who exists, who has always existed, and who will
always exist. I am the One who rules over
everything and everyone.”
9

I, John, your fellow believer, am suffering as you are because Jesus rules over us.
We share together the call to suffer for our
faith. We are part of his reign and rule
over all things, and we are patiently enduring every trial and test that comes. I
was imprisoned and sent to the Island of
Patmos because I kept telling people about
God’s message and the truth about Jesus.
10
On one of the days we worship the Lord
with other believers, God’s Spirit took control of me. Then I heard behind me someone speaking. He voice was like a trumpet
that was being played. 11 He said to me,
“Write on a scroll what you see, and send it
to seven groups of believers. Send it to the
believers in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia,
12
When I heard these
and Laodicea.”
words, I turned to see who was speaking. Then I saw seven golden lampstands.
13
In the middle of the lampstands there
was someone who looked like a human being. He wore a robe that reached to his
feet and a golden sash around his chest.
14
The hair on his head was as white as
wool or fresh fallen snow. His eyes were
like a brilliant ﬂame. 15 His feet looked
like gleaming bronze. When he spoke, his
voice had the volume and depth of a great
river of rushing water. 16 He was holding seven stars in his right hand. A sword
with two sharp edges was coming out of
his mouth. His face shone as bright as
the sun at midday. 17 When I saw him,
I fell down at his feet as though I were
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dead. But he put his right hand on me
and said to me, ”Do not be afraid! I am
the First One who began all things and the
Last One who causes all things to end. 18
I am alive, even though I died once, and
indeed, I am alive forever! I have power
over death and I control the place of the
dead. 19 So write down what you have
seen. And write down what is happening now. And write down what will happen in the future. 20 The meaning of the
seven stars that you saw in my right hand
and of the seven golden lampstands is this:
The seven stars represent the angels who
watch over the seven groups of believers
in Asia, and the seven lampstands represent the seven groups that are there.”

Chapter 2
1

”Write this message to the angel of the
group of believers in the city of Ephesus:
The one who holds the seven stars in his
right hand, and the one who walks among
the seven golden lampstands says this: 2
’I know all you have done. I know that
you work hard for me. I know you are patient when you go through hard times. I
also know that you cannot tolerate people
who are evil, and that you question people
about their faith, and you know those who
claim to be apostles, but they are not. 3 I
know also that you endure patiently when
you suffer for believing in me and that
you continue to serve me steadfastly, even
when people caused you to suffer because
you followed me. You have continued to
serve and hold to my words even when it
was diﬃcult. You did not give up or stop,
even though it has been diﬃcult for you.
4
Nevertheless, you have done something
wrong: You no longer love each other and
me as you did when you ﬁrst came to trust.
You do not have the same love for me now
that you had at ﬁrst. 5 So, I tell you to re-

member how you used to love me. Love
me again like you did at the ﬁrst. If you
do not, I will come to you and remove
your lamp so you will no longer be my
people together. 6 But you do one thing
very well: Those Nicolaitans, the people
who say you can worship idols and act
immorally—you hate what they do, just as
I hate it. 7 Everyone who wants to understand my message must listen carefully
to the message that God’s Spirit is saying
to the groups of believers assembled together. The message is this: I will allow
those who are victorious to eat fruit from
the tree that gives eternal life, the tree that
is in God’s garden.’”
8

”Write this message to the angel of the
group of believers in the city of Smyrna:
’I am saying these things to you. I am the
ﬁrst, the one who began all things and I
am the last, who causes all things to end.
I am the one who died and became alive
again. 9 I know about how you have suffered. I know about how you are poor
and lack many things that you need (but
you are really rich in the things that are
eternal and that can never be taken from
you). You know what it is like to have people curse you and say terrible things about
you because you follow Christ. Those Jews
(who are not real Jews) who curse you
and say terrible things about you, they are
members of the gathering of Satan, and
not the gathering of God’s people. 10 Do
not be afraid of any of the things that you
are about to suffer. The truth is that the
devil is about to put some of you in prison,
to put you in a diﬃcult place where you
are being tested to see what kind of faith
you have. For a short period of time you
will suffer. Continue to trust in me, even
if they kill you because you trust in me.
and I will put a wreath on your head that
will be a sign that you have eternal life
and that you have overcome. 11 Listen
carefully to the message that God’s Spirit
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speaks to the groups of believers assem- you love me and each other, and that you
bled together. All who conquer will never trust in me. I know that you serve others
die a second time.’”
and that you steadfastly endure a lot of difﬁculties. I know that you are doing these
12
”Write this message to the angel of the things more now than you did in the past.
group of believers in the city of Perga- 20 Nevertheless, you have done something
mum: ’I am saying these things to you. I wrong: You tolerate that woman among
am the one who has the sword with two your people who is like that wicked Queen
sharp edges. 13 I know that you live where Jezebel who lived long ago. She says that
Satan’s power is strong and his inﬂuence she is a prophetess. However, by what
is everywhere. I know that you ﬁrmly be- she teaches, she is deceiving my servants.
lieve, and you hold on to what I love and She is urging them to commit sexual imwhat is important to me—even when they morality and to eat food that they have ofkilled my faithful servant Antipas, who fered to idols. 21 Although I gave her time
had kept telling people who I am and what to turn away from her sexual immorality
I did for them. 14 But, even so, I see some and pagan practices, she did not want to
matters that are hurting your testimony stop. 22 As a result, I will cause her to
and weakening your obedience. You per- become very ill. I will also cause those
mit some of your members to teach things who act immorally as she does to suffer
like Balaam taught long ago. He taught greatly, if they do not stop doing what she
Balak to eat food that had been offered does. 23 Some have become like her chilto idols and that sexual immorality was dren by accepting what she teaches, and
permitted among God’s people. 15 In that I will certainly kill them. Then all the
way, you are also permitting some of your groups of believers will learn that I am the
members to practice what the Nicolaitans one who ﬁnds out what everyone thinks
teach, that sexual immorality is permit- and desires. I will reward each of you acted, which, of course, it is not permitted. cording to what you have done. 24 But
16
Stop doing this and change your direc- I have something good to say about the
tion, or I will come to you suddenly and rest of you believers in the city of Thyatira.
I will make war against them with the It is good that you do not accept these
sword in my mouth, the word of God. 17 wrong things. It is good that you reject
Listen carefully to the message that God’s what those teachers call their “secret pracSpirit speaks to the groups of believers. tices” that Satan taught them. I will not
To him who conquers, I will give the hid- burden you with any other commands. 25
den manna, that will feed and strengthen Just keep believing ﬁrmly in me and obey
you and I will also give him a white stone, me until I come. 26 As for those who conon which I will engrave a new name for quer Satan and who keep on doing what I
him, and the name I give him only he will command until they die, I will give them
know.’”
my authority over all people. 27 They will
control them as if they were striking them
18
”Write this message to the angel of the with an iron rod. They will destroy evilgroup of believers assembled together in doers just as people shatter clay pots. 28 I
the city of Thyatira: ’I, the Son of God, do all of this with the authority my Father
whose eyes shine like a ﬂame of ﬁre and gave me, and I will give the morning star
whose feet shine like gleaming bronze, am to those who rule with me so that we may
saying these things to you. 19 I know all have great joy in our victory. 29 Everyone
the good things that you do. I know that
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who wants to understand must listen carefully to the message that God’s Spirit is saying to the groups of believers assembled
together.’”

Chapter 3
1

”Write this message to the angel of the
group of believers assembled in the city of
Sardis. ’I am saying these things to you. I
am the one who has the seven spirits of
God and the seven stars. I know everything that you have done. You appear to
be alive, but you are dead. 2 Be alert! Do
more work for me, or what you have already done will become worthless. You
must do this because my God knows that
3
So then,
you have not done enough.
keep remembering God’s message and the
truth that you accepted when you heard it.
Always obey it and turn away from your
sinful behavior. If you do not do this, I
will come to you when you are not expecting me, as a thief comes. You will never
know at what time I will come to judge
you. 4 Nevertheless, you have a few believers there in the city of Sardis who have not
been doing what is wrong. It is as though
they have not dirtied their garments. As
a result, because they are worthy to live
with me, they will live with me and will
be pure in every way, like people who are
dressed in pure white clothing. 5 Those
who conquer Satan I will dress in these
same white garments. I will never erase
their names from the Book of Life that contains the names of the people who have
eternal life. Instead, I will acknowledge
in the presence of my Father and his angels that they belong to me . 6 Everyone
who wants to understand must listen carefully to the message that God’s Spirit is saying to the groups of believers assembled
together.’”
7

group of believers assembled in the city of
Philadelphia: ’I am saying these things to
you. I am the One who is holy, the True
One. Just as King David had authority to
allow people to enter the ancient city of
Jerusalem, so I have the authority to allow people to enter my kingdom. I am the
one who opens doors so that no one can
close them and the one who closes doors
so that no one can open them. 8 I know
everything you have done. Be aware that
I have opened a door for you that no one
can close. I know that although you have
little power, you have obeyed what I say,
and you have not denied that you believe
9
in me.
Be careful! I am aware that
some of your people meet together with
those who follow Satan. They claim to be
Jews, but I know that they are not true
Jews. They are lying. I will cause them to
come to you and to bow down humbly at
your feet and to acknowledge that I love
you.
10

Because you have obeyed me when I
commanded you to endure suffering patiently, I will keep you safe from those
who will try to make you disobey me.
They will soon do this to everyone in the
entire world. 11 I am coming soon. So continue to do what I have told you, in order
that no one may cause you to lose your reward that God has reserved for you. 12
I will make those who conquer Satan secure. They will be ﬁrm like the pillars in
the temple of my God, and they will remain there forever. I will mark them with
the name of my God, showing that they belong to him. I will also mark them with
the name of the city of my God, the New
Jerusalem, the city that will descend out
of heaven from my God. I will also mark
them with my new name, showing that
they belong to me. 13 Everyone who wants
to understand must listen carefully to the
message that God’s Spirit is saying to the
”Write this message to the angel of the groups of believers assembled together.’”
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”Write this message to the angel of the
group of believers assembled in the city
of Laodicea: ’I am saying these things to
you. I am the one who guarantees all of
God’s promises. I am the one who testiﬁes about God reliably and accurately. I
am the ruler over all of God’s creation. 15 I
know everything that you have done: You
do not deny that you trust in me, but you
do not love me much. You are like water that is neither cold nor hot. I wish
that you were either cold or hot! 16 Because you were not hot and also you were
not cold, I am about to reject you, as if I
were spitting lukewarm water out of my
17
mouth.
You are saying, ‘I am rich
and have acquired a lot of wealth. I lack
nothing!’ But you do not realize that you
are lacking in many ways. You are like
people who are very wretched and pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I advise
you to obtain from me all that you need,
as though you were buying from me pure
gold so that you may be truly rich. Let me
make you righteous, as though you were
buying from me white garments so that
you might wear clothes instead of being
naked and ashamed. Let me help you to
understand the truth, as though you were
buying from me eye salve to put on sick
19
Since I rebuke and correct all
eyes.
those whom I love, turn away with all
your heart from your sinful behavior. 20
I am here! I am calling each one, and
I am standing and waiting at your door
and knocking on the door. If you hear my
voice and you open the door, I will come
in and we will eat together as friends. 21 I
will permit everyone who conquers Satan
to sit and rule with me on my throne, just
as I conquered Satan and now sit and rule
with my Father on his throne. 22 Everyone
who wants to understand must listen carefully to the message that God’s Spirit is saying to the groups of believers assembled
together.’”

Chapter 4
1

After these things I, John, saw in the vision that there was a door open in heaven.
The one whose voice was like a loud trumpet, the one who had spoken to me previously, said to me, “Come up here! I will
show you events that must happen later.”
2
Immediately I experienced that God’s
Spirit was specially controlling me. There
was a throne there in heaven, and on the
throne someone was sitting and ruling. 3
His appearance shone like a brilliant crystalline jasper jewel and like a brilliant red
carnelian jewel. Around the throne was a
rainbow that shone like a brilliant green
4
emerald jewel.
Around the throne
there were twenty-four other thrones. On
these thrones twenty-four elders were sitting. They were wearing pure white garments and had golden crowns on their
heads. 5 From the throne there came lightning and rumblings and thundering. In
front of the throne were burning seven
torches, which represent the seven spirits
of God. 6 In front of the throne there was
also what looked like a sea made of glass.
It was clear, like crystal. On each of the
four sides of the throne there was a living
creature. Each one was covered with eyes
in front and behind. 7-8 The ﬁrst living
creature was like a lion. The second living creature was like an ox. The third living creature had a face like a man’s face.
The fourth living creature was like an eagle that was ﬂying. Each of the four living creatures had six wings. These wings
were covered with eyes both top and bottom. Day and night they constantly say:
”Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, who
rules over all.
He is the one who has always existed,
who exists now, and who will always
exist.”
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9-10

The living creatures praise, honor, and
thank the one who sits on the throne, the
one who lives forever. Whenever they
do that, the twenty-four elders lie down
on the ground before the one who sits on
the throne. They worship him, the one
who lives forever and ever. They lay their
crowns in front of the throne and say:

King David, has overcome Satan! As a result, he is worthy to break the seven seals
on the scroll and to open it!” 6 Then I
saw a Lamb standing there in the midst
of the four living creatures and the elders
around the throne. Although he was alive,
he had marks that showed that someone
had killed him. He had seven horns, and
he had seven eyes that are the seven spir11
”Our Lord and God,
its of God that God sends out over all the
you are worthy that all beings should earth. 7 The Lamb came and took the
praise you;
scroll from the right hand of the one sitting on the throne. 8 When he took the
you are worthy that all beings honor
scroll, the four living creatures and the
you; and
twenty-four elders prostrated themselves
you are worthy that all beings acknowl- before him. They each had a harp, and
edge
they had golden bowls full of incense that
represents the prayers of God’s people. 9
that you are the powerful one.
The living creatures and the elders sang a
Because you alone created all things.
new song. They sang:
Moreover, because you intended that
”You are worthy to receive the scroll
they should exist,
and to open its seals
because you were killed, and because
you created them; as a result, they exyou
redeemed
ist.”
people for God from every tribe, language, people,

Chapter 5
1

and people group with your blood when
you died.

I saw that there was a scroll in the
right hand of the one who was sitting on
the throne. The scroll was written on
its outside as well as on its inside, and
it was sealed with seven seals. 2 I saw
a strong angel who was announcing in a
loud voice, “The person who is worthy to
break the seals of the scroll and then to
3
But
open it should come and do it!”
no created being in heaven, on the earth,
or under it was able to open the scroll
and see what was written on it. 4 I wept
loudly because there was no one worthy
to do that. 5 But one of the elders said to
me, “Do not cry any longer! Look, the one
who is called the Lion from the tribe of
Judah, who is the descendant and heir of

10

You have caused them to become a
people over whom our God rules
and to become priests who serve him;
they will rule on the earth.”
11

As I continued to look, I heard the voices
of many angels around the throne and
around the living creatures and the elders.
There were millions of them, a crowd so
large that no one could count them. 12
They were singing in a loud voice:
”The Lamb whom they killed—
it is right that we should praise his
power, wealth, wisdom, and strength.
It is right that all created things should
honor him and praise him!”
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13

And I heard every creature in heaven to buy it. Also make it happen that three
and on the earth and under the earth and liters of barley will sell for the same price.
on the sea say,
But do not reduce the supply of olive oil
or wine.” 7 Then the Lamb opened the
”We must forever praise, honor, and
fourth seal, and I heard the fourth living
glorify the one who sits on the throne
creature say, “Come!” 8 This time I saw a
and the lamb.
pale horse appear. Someone was riding it;
May they reign with complete power his name was “The one who causes people to die.” Someone else was following
forever!”
him; this person’s name was “The place
14
The four living creatures said, “May it where dead people go.” God gave these
be so!” Then the elders prostrated them- two persons power to kill one-fourth of all
selves on the ground and worshiped God people on earth. They could kill them with
and the lamb.
weapons, or with famine, or with sickness,
or with wild animals.

Chapter 6
1

9

I saw the Lamb open the ﬁrst of the seven
seals of the scroll. Then one of the four
living creatures said in a voice as loud as
thunder, “Come!” 2 and a white horse appeared. There was someone riding it, and
he had a bow and arrows. God gave him
a wreath of leaves to wear on his head to
show that he was to conquer evil. He went
out to continue to do battle and to win. 3
Then the one looking like a Lamb opened
the second seal, and I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 When he said
that, a red horse appeared. There was also
someone riding it, and God had given him
the power to cause people to no longer live
peacefully, but instead to kill each other.
For this purpose he carried a large sword.
5
Then the Lamb opened the third seal,
and I heard the third living creature say,
“Come!” This time, I saw a black horse appear. There was someone riding it, and he
had a pair of balance scales in his hand.
6
Then I heard a voice that sounded like
it was coming from among the four living creatures. It said to the person on the
horse, “Make it happen that one liter of
wheat will cost so much that a man must
work a whole day to earn enough money

Then the Lamb opened the ﬁfth seal, and
I saw under the altar in heaven the spirits
of God’s servants whom others had killed
because these servants had believed God’s
message, the message to which God himself bore witness. 10 They loudly asked
God, “Sovereign Lord, you are holy and
true. How long will it be before you condemn and punish the people on earth who
murdered us?” 11 Then God gave to each
of them a white robe, and he told them
to be patient a little longer. They should
be patient until the number of those who
also served the Lord with them—who
were their brothers and sisters in Christ—
would be killed just like they themselves
had been killed because of their faith.
12

Then I saw the Lamb open the sixth seal,
and the earth shook violently. The sun
became as black as cloth made of black
wool. The whole moon became red like
blood. 13 Stars fell to the earth in great
numbers, just as immature ﬁgs fall when
a ﬁg tree shakes in a strong wind. 14 The
sky split open and rolled up on either side
just as an old scroll rolls up when it is split
in two. Every mountain and island was
15
shaken out of its place.
As a result,
all the people on earth, including kings,
high-ranking people, generals, rich peo-
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ple, powerful people, along with everybody else, both slave and free, hid in caves
and between the mountain rocks. 16 They
shouted to the mountains and to the rocks,
”Fall on us and hide us so that the one who
sits on the throne will not be able to see
us, and so that the Lamb will not be able
to punish us! 17 This is the terrible day on
which they will punish us. No one will be
able to survive!”

Chapter 7
1

After this I saw four angels standing
on the earth. One was standing at the
north, one at the east, one at the south,
and one at the west. They were keeping back the winds from blowing and destroying things on the earth, on the ocean,
or even on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel come up from the east. He
was carrying God’s seal. With this seal
God, who is all-powerful, marks his own
people to protect them. This angel called
out with a loud voice to the four angels
whom God had told to harm the earth
and the ocean. 3 He said to them, “Do
not harm the earth or the ocean or the
trees until we have marked the servants
of our God on their foreheads.” 4 Then
the angel and his fellow angels marked
all God’s servants. I heard the number of
people whom they marked. The number
was 144,000. They were people from every tribe of Israel. 5 The angels marked
twelve thousand people from the tribe of
Judah, twelve thousand from the tribe of
Reuben, twelve thousand from the tribe of
Gad, 6 twelve thousand from the tribe of
Asher, twelve thousand from the tribe of
Naphtali, and twelve thousand from the
tribe of Manasseh. 7 In addition, there
were twelve thousand from the tribe of
Simeon, twelve thousand from the tribe
of Levi, twelve thousand from the tribe

of Issachar, 8 twelve thousand from the
tribe of Zebulun, twelve thousand from
the tribe of Joseph, and twelve thousand
from the tribe of Benjamin.
9

After these things happened, I saw a
huge crowd. There were so many people that no one could count them. They
were from every nation, every tribe, every
people group, and every language. They
were standing before the throne and before the lamb. They were wearing white
robes and held palm branches to wave
with their hands in order to celebrate. 10
They shouted loudly, “Our God, the one
who sits on the throne, and the Lamb have
rescued us from Satan’s power!” 11 All the
angels were standing around the throne,
around the elders, and around the four
living creatures. They all lay before the
throne with their faces to the ground and
worshiped God. 12 They said, “Yes, it is so!
We praise, thank, and honor you, our God,
forever! We acknowledge that you are
completely wise, the powerful one, who is
able to do all things forever! It is so!”
13

Then one of the elders asked me, “These
people who are wearing white robes, do
you know who they are and from where
they come?” 14 I answered him, “Sir, I
do not know. Surely you know who they
are!” He said to me, ”These are the people have come through the great tribulation. The Lamb died for them, and God
has forgiven them for their sins. It is as if
they have washed their robes in his blood
15
Because of
and made them clean.
this, they are in front of God’s throne, and
they worship him day and night in his temple. God, the one who sits on the throne,
will protect them. 16 As a result, they will
never again be hungry. They will never
again be thirsty. The sun will never again
beat on them, nor will any heat scorch
them. 17 This is because the Lamb who is
at the throne will take care of them, just
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as a shepherd takes care of his sheep. He
will guide them to the source of eternal
life, just as a shepherd leads his sheep to
springs of water. God will cause them to
no longer be sad. It will be as if he were
wiping away all tears from their eyes.”

Chapter 8
1

Then the Lamb opened the seventh seal,
and there was no sound at all in heaven
for a short time. 2 I saw the seven angels
who stand in front of God. He gave each
of them a trumpet. 3 Another angel came
and stood at the altar. He had a golden
bowl for burning incense. God gave him a
large quantity of incense in order that he
might offer it, with the prayers of all God’s
people, on the gold altar that is in front of
God’s throne. Then he burned this incense
on the altar. 4 From the bowl in the angel’s hand, the smoke of the incense, along
with the prayers of God’s people, went up
to God. 5 Then the angel took the golden
bowl and ﬁlled it with coals of ﬁre from
the altar. He threw it all onto the earth.
Thunder crashed and rumbled, lightning
ﬂashed, and the earth shook.
6

Then the seven angels, each of which had
one of the seven trumpets, got ready to
blow them. 7 The ﬁrst angel blew his trumpet, and hail and ﬁre mixed with blood
poured down onto the earth. As a result,
one-third of everything on the surface of
the land was burned up: one-third of the
trees burned up, and one-third of all the
green grass was burned up. 8 Then the
second angel blew his trumpet, and something that was like a huge mountain burning with ﬁre fell into the ocean. As a result,
one-third of the ocean became red like
blood, 9 one-third of the living creatures in
the ocean died, and one-third of the ships
in the ocean were destroyed. 10 Then the

third angel blew his trumpet, and a huge
star, which was burning like a torch, fell
from the sky into one-third of the rivers
and into one-third of the springs of water.
11
The name of the star is Bitterness. As a
result, the water in one-third of the rivers
and springs became bitter. Many people
died from drinking the water because it
had become bitter. 12 Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and God struck the
sun, the moon, and the stars so that they
lost their light for one-third of the time.
The sun did not shine during one-third of
the day, and the moon and stars did not
shine during one-third of the night.
13

As I watched, I heard an eagle that was
ﬂying high in the sky shouting in a loud
voice, “Terrible things will happen to the
people who live on the earth when the
three remaining angels blow their trumpets! They are about to blow them!”

Chapter 9
1

Then the ﬁfth angel blew his trumpet,
and I saw a star that had fallen from the
sky to the earth. God gave it the key to
the shaft that went down but had no ending. 2 When he opened that shaft, smoke
rose from it like smoke from a great burning furnace. The smoke prevented anyone
from seeing the light of the sun and the
sky. 3 Locusts also came out of the smoke
onto the earth. God gave them power to
sting people as scorpions sting people. 4
God told the locusts that they should not
harm the grass of the earth or any plants
or any tree. God said that they should
harm only those people who did not have
the mark on their foreheads to show that
they belonged to God. 5 God did not allow
the locusts to kill those people. Instead,
the locusts kept torturing people for ﬁve
months. The pain those people felt was
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like the pain that a scorpion causes when
it stings someone. 6 During the time when
the locusts torture rebellious people, the
pain will be so bad that people will want
to ﬁnd a way to die, but they will not ﬁnd
any way. They will long to die, but they
7
will not be able to die.
The locusts
looked like horses that are ready for battle.
They had on their heads what looked like
golden crowns. Their faces were like the
faces of people. 8 They had long hair like
women’s long hair. Their teeth were as
strong as lions’ teeth. 9 They wore breastplates made of metal. When they were
ﬂying, their wings made a noise like the
roar of many horses pulling chariots as
they are rushing into battle. 10 They had
tails like tails of scorpions. With these
tails they could sting people. Their power
to harm people during those ﬁve months
was in their tails. 11 The king who ruled
over them was the angel of the shaft that
went down but had no ending. His name
in the Hebrew language is Abaddon. In
the Greek language it is Apollyon. Both of
these names mean “Destroyer.”

soldiers who rode them looked like. The
soldiers wore breastplates that were red
like ﬁre, dusky blue like smoke, and yellow like sulfur. The heads of the horses
were like the heads of lions. From their
mouths came ﬁre, smoke, and fumes of
burning sulfur. 18 Those three things—
the ﬁre, the smoke, and the burning sulfur from the horses’ mouths—killed onethird of the people. 19 The power of the
horses was in their mouths and in their
tails. Their tails had heads like snakes by
which they harmed people. 20 But the rest
of the people, those who were not killed by
the plagues of ﬁre and smoke and burning sulfur, did not turn from the sinful
things they were doing. They did not stop
worshiping demons or the idols that they
themselves had made of gold, of silver, of
bronze, of stone, and of wood. The people did not stop worshiping them, even
though they were idols that could not see,
hear, or walk. 21 They did not stop murdering people, or practicing sorcery, or acting in sexually immoral ways, or stealing
things.

12

That ended the ﬁrst terrible event. But
be aware that two more terrible events
are still to come.

Chapter 10

13

1

Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet,
and I heard a voice from the four corners of the golden altar that is in God’s
presence. 14 The voice was saying to the
sixth angel, the one who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels whom I have
bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15
Then those four angels went free, those
who had waited for that exact hour of that
day, month, and year. They went free
in order that they might enable their soldiers to kill one-third of the people. 16
The number of those soldiers riding on
horses was two hundred million. I heard
someone say how many there were. 17 In
the vision I saw what the horses and the

In the vision I saw another mighty angel
come down out of heaven. A cloud surrounded him. There was a rainbow over
his head. His face shone like the sun. His
legs looked like columns of ﬁre. 2 He had
in his hand a small scroll that was open.
He set his right foot on the ocean and his
left foot on the land. 3 He shouted something with a loud voice, a voice like the
roar of a lion. When he shouted, it thundered seven times; in the thunder were
words that I could understand. 4 I was
about to write the words that I heard, but
a voice from heaven said to me, “Keep secret what the thunder said! Do not write it
down!” 5 Then the angel whom I had seen
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standing on the ocean and the land raised
his right hand toward heaven, 6 and he
asked the one who lives forever—the one
who created heaven and everything that
is in it, who created the earth and everything that is on it, and who created the
ocean and everything that is in it—to say
that what he was going to say was true.
The angel said that God would no longer
delay in doing what he had planned to
do. 7 He said that when the time came
for the seventh angel to blow his trumpet,
God’s secret plan would be ﬁnished, just
as he had said long ago to his servants, the
prophets.
8

The one whom I had heard speak from
heaven spoke to me again. He said, “Go
and take the open scroll from the hand
of the angel who is standing on the ocean
and on the land.” 9 So I went to the angel
and asked him to give me the little scroll.
He said to me, “Take it and eat it. In your
mouth it will taste sweet like honey, but
10
I
it will make your stomach bitter.”
took the little scroll from the angel’s hand
and ate it. In my mouth it tasted sweet
like honey, but then it made my stomach
bitter. 11 Then someone said to me, “You
must speak God’s messages again about
many nations, people groups, speakers of
many languages, and many kings.”

Chapter 11
1

Then an angel gave to me a reed similar
to a measuring stick. God said to me, ”Go
to the temple, measure it and the altar in
it, and count the people who are worshiping there. 2 But do not measure the courtyard outside of the temple building because I have given it to the non-Jewish people groups. As a result, they will trample
the city of Jerusalem for forty-two months.
3
I will send two witnesses to announce

what I reveal to them for 1,260 days. They
will show they are sad about the people’s sin by wearing rough clothes made
from goat’s hair.” 4 Those witnesses are
the ones that are represented by the two
olive trees and the two lampstands that
are in the presence of the Lord, who rules
the earth. 5 If anyone tries to harm those
witnesses, ﬁre comes from the witnesses’
mouths and destroys them. If people want
to harm them, the two witnesses certainly
kill them in the same way. 6 Those witnesses will have authority over the sky in
order to keep rain from falling during the
time that they are announcing what God
reveals to them. They also will have authority to cause water everywhere to become blood; they will also have authority to send down to the earth all kinds of
plagues. They will do this as often as they
wish. 7 When they have ﬁnished announcing to people the message from God, the
beast that comes up from the shaft that
went down but had no ending will attack
them, overcome them, and kill them. 8
The dead bodies of the two witnesses will
lie in the street of the great city where
their Lord was cruciﬁed, the city that is
symbolically called Sodom or Egypt because its people are very evil like the people who lived in Sodom and Egypt. 9 Individuals of many people groups, tribes,
language groups, and nations will look at
their dead bodies for three and a half days.
But they will not allow anyone to bury
10
their bodies.
When the people who
live on the earth see that the witnesses
are dead, they will rejoice and celebrate.
They will send gifts to each other because
these two prophets had sent plagues that
tormented them. 11 But after three and a
half days, God will cause them to breathe
again and live. They will stand up, and the
people who see them will be terriﬁed. 12
The two witnesses will hear a loud voice
from heaven saying to them: “Come up
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here!” Then they will go up into heaven
in a cloud. Their enemies will watch them
go up. 13 At that same time there will be
a great earthquake, as a result of which a
tenth of the buildings in the city will collapse, and seven thousand people will die.
The rest of the people will be afraid and
will acknowledge that the God who rules
in heaven is awesome.

and this includes those who are small
and those who are great.
It is time for you to destroy the people
who destroy the earth.”
19

14

Then God opened his temple in heaven,
and I saw in it the sacred chest. Lightning was ﬂashing; it was thundering and
rumbling; the earth shook, and large hailstones fell from the sky.

15

Chapter 12

That will be the second terrible event.
Be aware that the third terrible event will
happen soon after.
Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet. Voices in heaven shouted loudly, “Our
Lord God and the Christ whom he has appointed can now govern all the people in
the world, and they will continue to rule
those people forever!” 16 The twenty-four
elders, who sit on their thrones in God’s
presence, bowed down their faces to the
ground and worshiped him. 17 They said:
”Lord God, you are the one who rules
over everything!
You are the one who exists now!
You are the one who has always existed!
We thank you that you have defeated
with your power
everyone who has rebelled against you,
and you now rule over all the people in
the world.
18

The unbelieving people of the nations
were angrily raging at you.
As a result you have become very angry
with them.

1

Then something very important appeared in the sky. It was a woman, whose
clothing was the sun. The moon was under her feet. On her head was a wreath
of victory that was made of twelve stars. 2
She was about to deliver a child, and she
cried out because she was suffering pain.
3
Something else very unusual appeared
in the sky. It was a huge red dragon. It had
seven heads and ten horns. On each of its
heads was a royal crown. 4 The dragon’s
tail dragged a third of the stars from the
sky and threw them to the earth. The
dragon set himself in front of the woman
who was about to give birth in order that
he might eat her child as soon as it was
5
born.
Then she gave birth to a son
who is destined to rule all groups of people with complete authority as if he were
using an iron rod. God snatched away her
child and took him to his throne. 6 But the
woman ﬂed into the wilderness. She has a
place there that God has prepared for her
in order that he may take care of her for
1,260 days.

You have decided that this is the right
7
Then there was a battle in heaven.
time for you to judge all those who have
Michael and the angels that he comdied.
manded fought against the dragon. The
The time has come for you to reward all
dragon and his angels fought back against
your servants who were the prophets and
Michael and his angels. 8 But the dragon
the others who believe in you,
did not win the battle; nor did God aland all those who honor you,
low the dragon and his angels to stay
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in heaven any longer. 9 Instead, God
threw the huge dragon out of heaven. The
dragon is the ancient serpent, the one
whose names are the Devil and Satan. He
is the one who deceives people all over the
earth. He was thrown to the earth along
with all his angels. 10 Then I heard someone in heaven shout loudly,

The serpent, that is, the dragon, was not
15
able to reach her there.
Then the
serpent poured water like a river from
his mouth toward the woman in order to
sweep her away with the water. 16 But the
ground helped the woman by opening up
and swallowing the river that the dragon
poured out from his mouth. 17 Then the
”Now our God has saved his people by dragon was very angry with the woman,
so he went away to ﬁght against the rest
his power, and he rules all people!
of her descendants. They are the people
Now Christ has begun to rule!
who obey God’s commandments and who
18
Then the
This is because God has thrown speak the truth about Jesus.
the accuser of our fellow believers out of dragon stood on the ocean shore.
heaven.
He was the one who stood before God
day and night and told him that they had
done what is wrong.

Chapter 13

1
Then I saw a beast come up out of the
Our fellow believers overcame him
because the Lamb had shed his blood and ocean. It had ten horns and seven heads.
On each of its horns there was a royal
died for them
crown. On each of its heads there was a
and because they spoke the truth about name that insulted God. 2 This beast was
him to other people.
like a leopard. But its feet were like the
feet of a bear, and its mouth was like the
They did not seek to remain alive,
mouth of a lion. The dragon made the
but were willing to let people kill them
beast very powerful. He gave him the aufor speaking the truth about him.
thority to rule over people as king. 3 One
12
So everyone in heaven should rejoice. of the heads of the beast looked as if someBut terrible things will happen to you one had wounded it so that it died. But
people who live on the earth and on the its wound had healed. As a result, all the
ocean because the devil has come down people of the earth marveled at the beast
and followed it. 4 They also worshiped the
to you.
dragon because he had given the beast auHe is very angry because he knows that thority to rule over them. They also worhe has only a short time before God judges shiped the beast and said, “No one is as
and punishes him.”
powerful as the beast! Who could ever
13
When the dragon realized that he had ﬁght against it?” 5 God allowed the beast
been thrown down to the earth, he pur- to speak proudly and to insult him. God
sued the woman who had given birth to also allowed it to rule the people for fortya son. 14 But God gave to the woman two two months. 6 When it spoke, it insulted
wings like the wings of a very large ea- God, his name, the place where he lives,
gle in order that she might ﬂy into the and all who live in heaven. 7 God also
wilderness. There is a place there that allowed the beast to ﬁght against his peoGod had prepared for her. There God took ple and conquer them. It had authority to
care of her for three and one-half years. rule over every tribe, over every nation,
11
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over the speakers of every language, and
over every people group. 8 All the people living on earth will worship it. They
are the people whose names are not in the
Book of Life that belongs to the Lamb who
had been killed. These are the names of
the people that he wrote in the book before God created the world, the names of
those who belong to God. 9 Everyone who
wants to understand must listen carefully
to this message from God. 10 If God has
decided that some people will be captured
by their enemies, they will be captured. If
God has decided that some people will die
in war, they will die in war. So God’s people must endure suffering and be faithful
to him.
11

were important people or unimportant
people, rich or poor, free or slave. Everyone! 17 The second beast required this so
that people could not buy anything or sell
anything if they did not have the mark,
that is, the name of the beast or the number representing its name. 18 You must
think wisely to understand the meaning
of the mark. Anyone who thinks wisely
should understand that the number represents mankind. It is 666.

Chapter 14
1

But then I saw the Lamb standing on
Mount Zion in Jerusalem. With him were
144,000 people. His name and his Father’s name had been written on their
foreheads. 2 I heard a sound from heaven,
which was as loud as the sound of a
huge waterfall or mighty thunder. It
also sounded like many people playing on
harps. 3 The 144,000 people were singing
a new song while they stood in front of
the throne, in front of the four living creatures, and in front of the elders. Only
the 144,000 people, the ones whom the
Lamb had redeemed from among the people on the earth, could learn that song. No
one else could learn that song. 4 Those
144,000 are the ones who did not corrupt
themselves with women; for they never
had sexual relations. They are the ones
who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.
These are the ones whom the Lamb had redeemed for God from among the people of
earth; they are the ones whom the Lamb
had ﬁrst offered to God and to himself. 5
These people never lied when they spoke,
and they never acted immorally.

Then I saw another beast come up from
the earth. It had two small horns on its
head as a sheep has. But it spoke harshly
as a dragon does. 12 It rules people with
power in order to do what the ﬁrst beast
wants. It forces the people who live on
the earth to worship the ﬁrst beast, that
is, the beast that almost died but whose
wound was healed. 13 The second beast
also did awesome miracles, even causing
ﬁre from the sky to fall to earth while people watched. 14 He did these miracles on
behalf of the ﬁrst beast. By doing that,
he deceived the people on the earth so
that they thought they should worship the
ﬁrst beast. But this happened only because God allowed it to happen. The second beast told the people living on earth
to make an idol to represent the ﬁrst beast,
the one that was alive, even though some15
one had killed him with a sword.
God allowed the second beast to breathe
life into that idol in order that the idol
might speak. And the beast commanded
that whoever refused to worship the idol
should be killed. 16 The second beast 6 Then I saw another angel ﬂying between
also required that people should write the the sky and heaven. He was bringing
ﬁrst beast’s name on the right hand or on God’s eternal good news to earth in order
the forehead of everyone, whether these that he might proclaim it to people who
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live on the earth. He will proclaim it to
every nation, to every tribe, to speakers
of every language, and to every people
group. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Honor
God and praise him because it is now
time for him to judge everyone! Worship
him because he is the one who created
the heaven, the earth, the ocean, and the
springs of water.” 8 Another angel, a second one, came after him saying, “The very
evil city of Babylon is now completely destroyed! Babylon made people of all the
nations engage with her in the passion of
sexual immorality. Babylon is like someone who gives another person too much
wine to drink!” 9 Another angel, a third
one, came afterward, saying in a loud
voice, ”If people worship the beast and its
image or allow its mark to be put on their
foreheads or on their hands, 10 God will be
angry with them and his anger will be like
strong wine that he will make them drink.
He will torment them in burning sulfur in
the presence of his holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb. 11 The smoke from
the ﬁre that torments them will rise forever. God will torment them continually,
day and night. This is what will happen to
the people who worship the beast and its
image or who allow its name to be written
on them.” 12 So God’s people, those who
obey what God commands and who trust
in Jesus, must faithfully continue obeying
and trusting him. 13 Then I heard a voice
from heaven saying, “Write this: How fortunate from now on are those who die in
union with the Lord.” God’s Spirit says,
“Yes, after they die, they will no longer
have to endure suffering. Instead, they
will rest, and everyone will know the good
things that they have done.”
14

Then I saw another surprising thing.
It was a white cloud, and on the cloud
someone was sitting who looked like the
Son of Man. He was wearing a golden
crown on his head. In his hand he held a

sharp sickle. 15 Still another angel came
out of the temple in heaven. In a loud
voice, he said to the one who was sitting
on the cloud, “The time has come to reap
the grain on the earth, so with your sickle
reap the grain because the grain is ripe.”
16
Then the one who was sitting on the
cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and
he harvested the earth. 17 Another angel came out of the sanctuary in heaven.
He also held a sharp sickle. 18 From the altar came still another angel. He is the one
who takes care of the ﬁre of the altar. He
said in a loud voice to the angel who held
the sickle, “With your sickle cut off the
clusters of grapes in the vineyards on the
earth! Then gather the clusters of grapes
together because its grapes are ripe!” 19
So the angel swung his sickle on the earth.
Then he threw the grapes into the huge
place where God will angrily punish. 20
God trampled the grapes in the winepress
outside the city, and blood came out! The
blood ﬂowed in a stream so deep that it
reached up to the bridles of the horses and
extended for three hundred kilometers.

Chapter 15
1

Something else very unusual appeared
in the sky. I saw seven angels, whose duty
it was to punish rebellious people in seven
different ways. This is the last time that
God will punish people this way, for it will
fully show how angry he is.
2

I saw what looked like an ocean that
looked as though it was made of glass and
mixed with ﬁre. I also saw the people who
had overcome the beast by not worshiping it or its image, and by not allowing
its servant to mark them with the number that represents the beast’s name. They
were standing by the ocean (that was as
clear as glass), and they were holding the
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harps that God gave them. 3 They were
singing a song like God’s servant Moses
sang long ago. They sang this to praise the
Lamb in this way:
”Lord God, who rules over everything,
whatever you do is powerful and marvelous!
You always act righteously and truthfully.
You are king forever over all the groups
of people!
4

O Lord, everyone will fear you and
honor you because you alone are holy.
All kinds of people will come and bow
down before you
because you have shown that you have
judged everyone in the right way.”
5

After this I saw that the temple in heaven
was open, where the sacred tent was. 6
The seven angels whose duty it was to punish rebellious people in seven different
ways came out of the very holy place. The
angels were dressed in clean, white linen
garments; they wore gold bands around
7
One of the four livtheir chests.
ing creatures gave each of the seven angels a golden bowl ﬁlled with wine. The
wine symbolized that God, who lives forever, was very angry with the people who
had rebelled against him and was going
to punish them. 8 The temple was ﬁlled
with smoke that symbolized the presence
of the glorious and all-powerful God. No
one was able to enter the temple until the
seven angels ﬁnished punishing the people of the earth in seven different ways.

Chapter 16

from here and pour out on the earth the
wine in the seven bowls. This will make
the people suffer because God is angry
2
with them.”
So the ﬁrst angel went
and poured out on the earth what was
contained in his bowl. As a result, horrible and painful sores broke out on the
people who had allowed the beast’s servants to write the beast’s name on them,
those who had worshiped the beast’s im3
age.
Then the second angel poured
out upon the ocean what was contained
in his bowl. When he poured out his bowl,
the water changed its appearance, and it
turned into blood, but not living blood. It
was like the blood of a dead man, and every creature that lived in the ocean died.
4
Then the third angel poured out upon
the rivers and water springs what was
contained in his bowl. When he poured
out his bowl, the water in the rivers and
springs turned into blood. 5 I heard the
angel who has power over the waters say
to God, ”O God, you exist and have always
existed. You are the holy one. You are
a fair judge of people. 6 The people who
rebelled against you murdered your holy
people and the prophets. So you are just
in punishing them by giving them blood to
drink. This is what they deserve.” 7 Then
I heard someone at the altar answer, “Yes,
Lord God, you who rule over everything,
you punish people rightly and justly.” 8
Then the fourth angel poured out on the
sun what was contained in his bowl. He
was given permission to make the sun so
hot that it would scorch people with ﬁre. 9
So the people were severely burned, and
they said evil things about God because
he had the power to make them suffer in
these ways. But they still refused to turn
away from their evil behavior and refused
to praise him.

1

In the vision I heard someone in the tem- 10 When the ﬁfth angel poured out on the
ple speak in a loud voice to the angels throne of the beast what was contained in
who had the seven bowls. He said, “Go his bowl, it became dark where the beast
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ruled. So the beast and the people whom
the beast ruled were biting their tongues
because they were suffering intense pain.
11
They insulted God who rules in heaven
because their sores were so painful. But
they refused to stop doing the evil things
that they were doing. 12 Then the sixth
angel poured out on the Euphrates River
what was contained in his bowl. The water in the river dried up so that the rulers
from the eastern countries could cross it
with their armies. 13 Then I saw evil spirits that looked like frogs. One came out
of the mouth of the dragon, one from
the mouth of the beast, and one from the
mouth of the false prophet. 14 Those spirits were demons who were able to perform miracles. They went out to the rulers
of the whole world in order to gather their
armies. This is so that they will ﬁght
on the important day when Almighty God
punishes his enemies. 15 (I heard the Lord
Jesus say, “You must listen carefully to me:
I am coming unexpectedly, like a thief. So
I will be happy with those who stay alert
and keep on living in the right way so that
they will not be ashamed. They will be
just like a person who keeps his clothes
on so that he will not be ashamed in front
of other people.”) 16 The evil spirits will
gather the rulers at a place named in the
Hebrew language Armageddon.
17

Then the seventh angel poured out into
the air what was contained in his bowl.
As a result, someone said with a loud
voice from the throne in the very holy
place, “The time for God to punish rebellious people is ﬁnished.” 18 When the angel emptied his bowl, lightning ﬂashed,
there were rumblings and thunder, and
the earth shook. It shook more violently
than it had ever shaken since people ﬁrst
lived on earth. 19 As a result, the very large
city split into three parts. God also destroyed the cities in the other nations. God
did not forget that the people of Babylon

had sinned very much. So he made them
drink a cup of the wine that made them
suffer because he was angry with them.
20
Also as a result of the earthquake, every
island disappeared, and the mountains became ﬂat land. 21 Huge hailstones, each
weighing thirty-three kilograms, fell from
the sky onto the people. Then people blasphemed God because he had punished
them in this terrible way, and because the
hailstones were very large.

Chapter 17
1

One of the seven angels, who had one
of the seven bowls, came to me and said,
”Come with me and I will show you how
God will punish the prostitute, the woman
who represents the city in which there
are many canals of water. 2 The kings of
the earth have acted immorally and idolatrously with her. The people on the earth
acted immorally in the same way. It was
as if they had gotten drunk on wine that
she gave them.”
3

Then God’s Spirit took control of me,
and the angel carried me away to a desolate area. There I saw a woman who
was sitting on a red beast. The beast had
written names all over itself. They were
names that insulted God. The beast had
seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman
was wearing purple and red clothes. She
had jewelry of gold, precious stones, and
pearls; she held in her hand a golden
cup. The cup was full of something to
drink that stands for the detestable and
ﬁlthy things that she does when she commits sexual immorality. 5 There was a
name written on her forehead, a name
with a secret meaning. It is “This woman
is Babylon, the very evil city! She is the
mother of all the prostitutes on the earth.
She teaches them to do all the ﬁlthy, immoral things in the world.” 6 I saw that
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the woman had become drunk because
she had drunk the blood of God’s people,
those who had suffered for proclaiming
the truth about Jesus. When I saw her, I
was completely amazed.
7

The angel said to me, ”Do not be amazed.
I will explain to you the hidden meaning
of the woman and of the beast on which
she rides, the beast with the seven heads
and the ten horns. 8 The beast that you
saw lived previously. Eventually God will
destroy him, but now he is not alive. He
is about to come up from the shaft that
went down but had no ending. When that
beast appears again, the people on the
earth will be amazed. They are people
whose names have not been written in the
Book of Life before God created the world.
9
People need to think wisely to understand this: The seven heads of the beast
on which the woman sits symbolize the
seven hills of the city that the woman represents. They also symbolize seven rulers.
10
Five of those rulers have died. One is
still alive. The seventh ruler has not yet
come. When he comes, he must remain
for only a short time. 11 The beast that
lived before and then was not alive will
be the eighth ruler. He is actually one of
those seven rulers, but God will certainly
destroy him. 12 The ten horns that you
saw represent ten rulers who have not yet
begun to rule. They will receive authority
in order to rule people together with the
beast, but they will rule for only a short
time, as if it were for only one hour. 13
Those rulers will all agree to do the same
thing. As a result they will give to the
beast their right and authority to rule people. 14 The rulers and the beast will ﬁght
against the lamb. He will defeat them because he is the Lord who rules over all
other lords and the King who rules over
all other kings. The people who are with
him are the ones whom God has chosen
and called to himself, and who keep serv-

ing him faithfully.” 15 Then the angel said
to me, ”The waters that you saw in the city
represent many different kinds of people,
and many different groups of people, and
different languages that the people speak,
where the prostitute sits. 16 The ten horns
that you saw represent rulers. They and
the beast will hate the prostitute. So they
will take away everything that is in the city
as if they were leaving it naked. They will
destroy it as if devouring ﬂesh, and they
will burn it completely. 17 They will do
that because God has caused them to decide to do what he wants them to do. As
a result, they will let the beast have their
power to rule until what God has said is
fulﬁlled. 18 The prostitute that you saw
represents the very evil city whose leaders rule over the kings of the earth.”

Chapter 18
1

After this I saw another angel, one who
had great authority, coming down from
heaven. The earth became bright because
he was shining so intensely. 2 He shouted
with a very loud voice, ”God is about to
completely destroy the very evil city of
Babylon. As a result, all kinds of evil spirits will live there, and all kinds of foul and
detestable birds will live there. Babylon is
like a prostitute 3 with whom all the people groups engaged with her in the passion of sexual immorality, which is like
getting drunk on too much wine. Yes, and
the kings of the earth have done the same
things with her. The world’s merchants
became rich because she wanted to commit so much sexual immorality.”
4

I heard Jesus speak from heaven. He
said, ”My people, ﬂee from that Babylon
in order that you do not sin as those people do. If you sin as they do, I will punish
you in those seven different ways, just as
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I will punish them. 5 It is as though their
sins have been piled up to heaven and God
remembers them, so now he will punish
them.”
6

To the angels whom God assigned to punish Babylon, Jesus said, ”Pay back the people of that city to the same extent that they
harmed other people. Cause them to suffer twice as much as they caused other
7
people to suffer.
To the same extent
that Babylon, like a woman, has honored
herself and done the things she wanted to
do, to that extent torment her and cause
her to grieve. Do that because in her mind
she thought, ‘I rule as a queen! I am not
a widow, and I will never mourn as widows do!’ 8 So in one day, terrible calamities will come upon her. The people in that
city will die, others will mourn for them,
people will be hungry because there will
be no food, and the city will burn up. The
Lord God is able to punish her because he
is mighty.”
9

The kings on earth who have acted immorally with her and have done just what
they wanted to do with her will weep and
mourn for her when they see the smoke
of the ﬁre that will burn there. 10 They
will stand far away from Babylon because
they will be afraid that they will suffer just
as she does. They will say, “How terrible it
is for Babylon, that strong city! God is punishing her suddenly and swiftly!” 11 The
merchants of the earth will weep and will
mourn for her because no one in her will
ever again buy the things that they have
to sell. 12-13 They sell ornaments made of
gold, silver, precious stones, and pearls.
They sell expensive cloth made of ﬁne
linen and silk, expensive cloth that is dyed
purple and crimson. They sell all kinds
of rare wood, all kinds of items made of
ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron, and marble. They sell cinnamon, spice, perfume,
frankincense, wine, olive oil, ﬁne ﬂour,

and grain. They sell cattle, sheep, horses,
and chariots. They even sell human be14
ings as slaves.
The good things you
people longed to have are gone! All your
luxurious and splendid possessions have
vanished! They will be gone forever! 15
The merchants who sold these things and
who had become rich will stand far away
because they will be afraid that they will
suffer just as the city has. They will weep
and mourn, 16 and they will say, ”Terrible
things have happened to that great city!
That city was like a woman, dressed in
clothes made of ﬁne linen cloth and expensive cloth dyed purple and crimson, and
adorned with gold, precious stones, and
pearls. 17 But suddenly and swiftly God
has destroyed all these expensive things.”
Every ship’s captain, all people who travel
by ship, all sailors, and all others who
earn their living by traveling on the ocean
will stand far away from the city.” 18
When they see the smoke of the ﬁre that is
burning there, they will shout, “No other
city has ever been like that great city!”
19
They will throw dust on their heads
to show that they are sad, and they will
shout, weep, and mourn. They will say,
“Terrible things have happened to Babylon. That city made many people rich,
the people who had ships that sail on
the ocean in order to sell their expensive
things. God has suddenly and swiftly destroyed that city!”
20

Then someone spoke from heaven saying, “You who live in heaven, rejoice over
what has happened to Babylon! You who
are God’s people, including you apostles
and prophets, rejoice. You must rejoice;
God has justly punished the people there
because they acted so terribly toward
you!”
21

Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large stone for grinding grain, and he threw it into the ocean.
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Then he said, ”You people in the great city
of Babylon, God will throw down your
city so that it will disappear just as that
stone disappeared in the ocean! Your
city will be gone forever! 22 In your city,
there will never again be anyone playing
harps, singing, playing ﬂutes, or blowing
trumpets. There will no longer be any
skilled workers making things. There will
never again be people grinding grain at
23
No lamp will ever again
the mills.
shine there. There will never again be the
happy voices of any bridegroom and his
bride. God will destroy your city because
your merchants were the most important
men in the world. You used witchcraft
to deceive people of all groups of people.
24
You are also responsible for killing the
prophets and others of God’s people. Indeed, you are guilty of every murder committed on the earth!”

Chapter 19

4

The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures prostrated themselves and
worshiped God, who sits on the throne.
They said:
“It is true! Hallelujah!”
5

Someone spoke from the throne and
said,
”All you who are his servants, praise
our God!
All you who honor him, whether you are
important or not, everyone praise him!”
6

Then I heard something like the noise of
a huge crowd of people, like the sound of a
huge waterfall, and like the sound of loud
claps of thunder. They were shouting:
”Hallelujah! Our Lord God, who rules
over everything, reigns!
7

We should rejoice, we should be extremely glad, and we should honor him
because it is now time for the Lamb to
be united with the woman he is marrying.
She has made herself ready.

8
God has permitted her to dress herself
After these things I heard what sounded
in ﬁne linen, bright and clean.”
like a huge crowd in heaven. They were
Fine, bright, and clean linen represents
shouting things like,
the righteous actions of God’s people.
”Hallelujah! He has saved us!
9
Then the angel said to me, “Write this:
He is glorious and mighty!
how fortunate are the people whom God
2
Praise him because he judges truly and invites to the feast when the Lamb marries his wife!” He also said to me: “These
justly!
words that God declares are true!” 10 I imHe has punished the very evil city that mediately prostrated myself at his feet in
was like a prostitute because their people order to worship him. But he said to me,
persuaded the other people of earth to act “Do not worship me! I am just your fellow
immorally as they did.
servant and the fellow servant of your felPraise him because he has punished low believers, those who speak the truth
about Jesus. God is the one you should
them for murdering his servants!”
worship because it is the Spirit of God who
3
The crowd shouted a second time, say- gives people the power to speak the truth
ing,
about Jesus!”
1

“Hallelujah! The smoke of the ﬁre that 11 Then I saw the heavens open up, and
I was surprised to see a white horse. Jeis burning that city will rise forever!”
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sus, the one who was riding on the horse,
is called “Trustworthy and Genuine.” He
judges all people according to what is
right; he ﬁghts in justice against his enemies. 12 His eyes shone like a ﬂame of
ﬁre. There were many royal crowns on
his head. A name had been written on
him. Only he knows the meaning of that
name. 13 The cloak he was wearing was
drenched with blood. His name is also
“The Message of God.” 14 The armies of
heaven were following him. They were
riding on white horses. They were wearing clothes made of clean white linen. 15
A sharp sword extends from his mouth;
with it he will strike the rebellious people
groups. He himself will rule them powerfully as though he had an iron rod. He
will crush his enemies as a person crushes
grapes in a winepress. He will do this for
God, who rules over everything and who
is furiously angry with them because of
their sins. 16 On his cloak over his thigh a
name had been written: “King who rules
over all other kings and Lord who rules
over all other lords.”
17

Then I saw an angel standing in the
light of the sun. He called loudly to all
the ﬂesh-eating birds ﬂying high in the
sky, ”Come and gather for the large feast
that God is providing for you! 18 Come
and eat the ﬂesh of all God’s enemies who
are dead—the ﬂesh of kings, of army commanders, of people who fought powerfully, of horses and of the soldiers who
rode them, and the ﬂesh of all other kinds
of people, whether they were free or slave,
important or not. All kinds!” 19 Then I
saw the beast and the kings of earth with
their armies; they had gathered together
to ﬁght against the rider on the horse and
his army. 20 The rider on the white horse
captured the beast and the false prophet.
The false prophet is the one who had performed miracles in the beast’s presence.
By doing that he had deceived the peo-

ple who had accepted the beast’s mark on
their foreheads and who had worshiped
its image. Then God threw the beast and
the false prophet alive into the lake of ﬁre
that burns with sulfur. 21 The rider on the
horse killed the rest of their armies with
his sword, the one that extended from his
mouth. All the birds gorged themselves on
the ﬂesh of the people and horses that he
had killed.

Chapter 20
1

Then I saw an angel coming down from
heaven. He had the key to the deep, dark
pit, and he was carrying a large chain in
his hand. 2 He seized the dragon. That
dragon is the ancient serpent, the devil,
that is, Satan. The angel bound him with
the chain. That chain could not be loosed
for one thousand years. 3 The angel threw
him into the deep, dark pit. He shut the
door of the pit, locked it, and sealed it to
prevent anyone from opening it. He did
that in order that Satan might no longer
deceive all the many groups of people, until those one thousand years are ended.
After that time, Satan must go free for a
short time in order that he can do what
God has planned.
4

I saw thrones on which people were sitting. God gave them authority to judge. I
also saw the souls of other people whose
heads had been cut off because they had
spoken the truth about Jesus and had declared God’s message. They were people
who had refused to worship the beast or
its image, and who had not allowed the
beast’s servants to put the beast’s mark on
them, either on their foreheads or on their
hands. They became alive again, and they
ruled with Christ during those one thousand years. 5 They were the ones who
lived again the ﬁrst time that God caused
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dead people to live again. The rest of the
believers who had died did not live again
until after those one thousand years. 6
God will be pleased with those who live
again this ﬁrst time. God will consider
them holy. They will not die a second time.
Instead, they will be priests who serve
God and Christ, and they will rule with
Christ during those one thousand years.
7

When the one thousand years are ended,
God will release Satan from his prison. 8
Satan will go out to deceive the rebellious
people groups all over the earth. These
are the nations that the prophet Ezekiel
called Gog and Magog. Satan will gather
them to ﬁght against God’s people. There
will be so many of them ﬁghting against
God’s people that no one will be able to
count them, just as no one can count the
9
grains of sand on the ocean shore.
They will march over the whole earth and
will surround the camp of God’s people in
Jerusalem, the city that God loves. Then
God will send ﬁre down from heaven, and
it will burn them up. 10 God will throw
the devil, who had deceived those people,
into the lake of burning sulfur. This is also
where God had thrown the beast and the
false prophet. As a result, they will continually suffer severely forever.
11

had done, just as he had recorded it in
the books. 13 The people whose bodies
were buried in the sea became alive again
in order to stand before God’s throne. Everyone who had been buried on the land
became alive again also in order to stand
before the throne. God judged each one
of them according to what each one had
done. 14 All the unbelievers—those who
had been in the place where they waited
after they died—were thrown into the
burning lake. The burning lake is the
place in which people die the second time.
15
God also threw the people whose names
were not in the book, the book where God
has written the names of the people who
have eternal life, into the lake of ﬁre.

Chapter 21
1

Then I saw a new heaven and a new
earth. The ﬁrst heaven and the ﬁrst
earth had disappeared, and the oceans no
longer existed. 2 I saw God’s holy city,
which is the new city of Jerusalem. It
was coming down out of heaven from God.
God had prepared it and decorated it, just
as women decorate a bride in order to
3
marry a man.
Then I heard a loud
voice calling out from the throne of God
saying, ”Listen to this! Now God will live
with people. He will live right in the midst
of them! They will be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will be their
God. 4 He will cause them to no longer be
sad. He will stop them from weeping ever
again. None of them will ever again die or
mourn or cry or suffer pain because God
has taken away those things and they are
gone forever.”

Then I saw a huge white throne on
which God was sitting. He was so fearsome that the earth and the sky disappeared from his presence completely;
they were no more. 12 I saw that the people who had died but now lived again
were standing in front of the throne. They
were both important and unimportant
people! The books in which God records
what people do were opened. Another
book was also opened, which is the Book
of Life in which God has written the 5 Then God, who sits on the throne, said,
names of people who have eternal life. “Listen to this! I am now making everyGod judged the people who had died and thing new!” He said to me: “Write these
now lived again according to what they things that I have told you because you
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can trust that I will certainly cause them
to happen.” 6 He also said to me, ”I have
completed all these things! I am the one
who began all things and the one who will
cause all things to end. To everyone who
wants it, I will freely give water from the
spring that causes people to live forever.
7
I will give this to all who are victorious over Satan. I will be their God, and
they will be my children. 8 But those who
are cowardly, those who do not believe in
me, those who do detestable things, those
who murder people, those who sin sexually, those who do witchcraft, those who
worship idols, and every liar will all suffer in the lake that burns with ﬁre and sulfur. That is what it means to die a second
time.”
9

Then one of the seven angels who had
the seven bowls of wine—the wine that
caused the seven last ways of suffering—
came and said to me, “Come with me and I
will show you the people who have permanently united with the Lamb as a woman
marries a man!”
10

Then God’s Spirit took control of me,
and the angel took me to the top of a very
high mountain. He showed me God’s holy
city, the new Jerusalem, which was com11
ing down out of heaven from God.
It was shining with the brilliant light that
came from God himself. The city was shining as a very precious jasper stone shines,
and it was clear like crystal. 12 Around
the city was a very high wall. The wall
had twelve gates. An angel was at each
gate. The names of the twelve tribes of
Israel were written over the gates. Each
gate had the name of one tribe. 13 Three
gates were on the east side, three gates
were on the north side, three gates were
on the south side, and three gates were
14
on the west side.
The city wall had
twelve foundation stones. On each foundation stone was the name of one of the

twelve apostles whom the Lamb had appointed.
15

The angel who was speaking to me carried a golden measuring rod, a rod that he
used to measure the city, its gates, and its
wall. 16 The city was square in shape; it
was as long as it was wide. After the angel measured the city with his rod, he reported that it was 2,200 kilometers long,
and that its width and height were each
the same as its length. 17 He measured
its wall and reported that it was sixty-six
meters thick. The angel used the measure
that people normally use.
18

The city wall was made of something
like the green stone that we call jasper.
The city itself was made of pure gold that
looked like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were beautifully made with precious stones. The
ﬁrst foundation stone was jasper, the second foundation stone was sapphire, the
third foundation stone was chalcedony,
the fourth foundation stone was emerald,
20
the ﬁfth foundation stone was sardonyx,
the sixth foundation stone was sardius,
the seventh foundation stone was chrysolite, the eighth foundation stone was beryl,
the ninth foundation stone was topaz,
the tenth foundation stone was chrysoprase, the eleventh foundation stone was
jacinth, and the twelfth foundation stone
21
The twelve gates of
was amethyst.
the city were something like huge pearls.
Each gate was like a single pearl. The
city streets appeared to be pure gold that
looked like clear glass.
22

There was no temple in the city. The
Lord God himself, who rules over all, and
the Lamb are there, so there was no need
for a temple. 23 The city will not need the
sun or the moon to light the city because
the light coming from God will light the
city, and the Lamb will also be its light. 24
The people groups will live with the light

1755

REVELATION
of the city shining on them. The kings of
the earth will bring their wealth into the
city to honor God and the lamb. 25 The
gates of the city will not be shut at the end
of the day as they usually are shut because
there will be no night there. 26 The people
of the world will also bring their wealth
into the city. 27 Nothing that is morally impure, no one who does deeds that God considers detestable, and no one who tells lies
will ever enter that city. Only those people whose names are written in the book
that belongs to the lamb, the book that has
the names of people who have eternal life,
will be there.

Chapter 22
1

Then the angel showed me the river that
causes people who drink from it to live forever. The water was sparkling and clear
like crystal. The river was ﬂowing out
from the throne where God and the Lamb
were sitting. 2 It ﬂowed down through the
middle of the main street of the city. On
each side of the river were trees with fruit
that causes people who eat it to live forever. The trees bear twelve kinds of fruit;
they produce one crop each month. The
people groups use the leaves of the trees
as medicine in order that their wounds
may heal. 3 There will never be anyone
or anything there that God will curse. The
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in
the city. God’s servants will worship him
there. 4 They will see him face to face,
and his name will be written on their foreheads. 5 There will never again be night.
God’s servants will not need the light of a
lamp or the light of the sun because the
Lord God will shine his light upon them.
They will rule forever.

certainly make them happen. The Lord
God who inspires the prophets sent his angel to show the people who serve him the
events that must happen soon.” 7 Jesus
says to all his people, “Listen to this! I am
coming soon; God will abundantly bless
everyone who obeys the message that has
been written in this book.”
8

I, John, am the one who heard and saw
in a vision these things that I have written down. When I had heard and seen
them, I immediately lay down in front of
the angel who had shown me these things
in order to worship him. 9 But he said
to me, “Do not worship me! I am just a
servant of God like you! I am also a servant like your fellow believers who are
the prophets, and like those who obey the
message in this book. Instead, worship
10
God!”
He also said to me, ”Do not
keep secret the message about what God
has foretold in this book because it is almost time for him to fulﬁll this message.
11
Since that time is near, if those who act
in an evil manner want to continue to act
that way, let them continue to do so. God
will soon pay them back for that. If those
who are vile want to continue to be vile,
let them continue to do so. God will soon
pay them back for that. Those who are
acting righteously should continue to act
righteously. Those who are perfect should
continue to be perfect.”
12

Jesus says to all people: ”Listen! I am
coming soon! And I will pay back and punish or reward everyone according to what
each one has done. 13 I am the one who began all things and the one who will cause
all things to end. I am before all things and
I am at the end of all things. 14 God is very
pleased with the people who wash their
robes and make them clean because they
will be able to eat the fruit of the tree that
6
The angel said to me: “These things that enables people to live forever and because
God has shown you are true, and he will they will be able to enter the gates into the
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holy city. 15 Outside are people who are
unholy. They include people who practice
witchcraft, people who sin sexually, people who murder others, idol worshipers,
and all people who enjoy telling lies and
are continual liars. They can never enter
that city.”
16

“I, Jesus, sent my angel in order that
he might say to you people who are
the groups of believers that all these
things are true. I am the descendant of
King David whom the prophets promised
would come. I am the one who is like the
bright morning star.”
17

God’s Spirit and his people, who are
like the bride of Christ, say to each one
who desires to believe, “Come!” Whoever
hears this should also say to each one who
desires to believe, “Come!” The people
who want to come should come! Everyone who desires the water that enables

people to live forever should take it as a
free gift!
18

I, John, solemnly warn everyone who
hears the message about what I have foretold in this book: If anyone adds anything
to this message, God will punish him in
the ways that this book tells about. 19 If
anyone takes away any of the message
about what I have foretold in this book,
God will take away that person’s right to
eat fruit from the tree that enables people
to live forever. He will also take away that
person’s right to enter God’s city. Both
these things are described in this book.
20

Jesus, who says that all these things are
true, says, “Certainly I am coming soon!”
I, John, reply, “May it be so! Lord Jesus,
come!”
21

I pray that our Lord Jesus will continue
to act kindly to all of you who are God’s
people. Amen!
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