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Chapter 1
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses in the tent of
meeting in the wilderness of Sinai. This
happened on the first day of the second
month during the second year after the
people of Israel had come out from the
land of Egypt. Yahweh said, 2 ”Conduct a
census of all themen of Israel in each clan,
in their fathers’ families. Count them by
name. Count every male, each man 3 who
is twenty years old or older. Count all who
can fight as soldiers for Israel. You and
Aaron must record the number of men in
their armed groups. 4 A man from each
tribe, a clan head, must serve with you as
his tribe’s leader. Each leader must lead
the men who will fight for his tribe. 5

These are the names of the leaders who
must fight with you:

From the tribe of Reuben, Elizur son of
Shedeur;

6 from the tribe of Simeon, Shelumiel
son of Zurishaddai;

7 from the tribe of Judah, Nahshon son
of Amminadab;

8 from the tribe of Issachar, Nethanel
son of Zuar;

9 from the tribe of Zebulun, Eliab son of
Helon;

10 from the tribe of Ephraim son of
Joseph, Elishama son of Ammihud;

from the tribe of Manasseh, Gamaliel
son of Pedahzur;

11 from the tribe of Benjamin, Abidan
son of Gideoni;

12 from the tribe of Dan, Ahiezer son of
Ammishaddai;

13 from the tribe of Asher, Pagiel son of
Okran;

14 from the tribe of Gad, Eliasaph son of
Deuel;

15 and from the tribe of Naphtali, Ahira
son of Enan.”
16 Thesewere themen appointed from the
people. They led their ancestors’ tribes.
They were the leaders of the clans in Is-
rael. 17 Moses and Aaron took these
men, who were recorded by name, 18 and
along with these men they assembled all
the men of Israel on the first day of the
second month. Then each man twenty
years old and older identified his ances-
try. He had to name the clans and fam-
ilies descended from his ancestors. 19

Then Moses recorded their numbers in
the wilderness of Sinai, as Yahweh had
commanded him to do.
20 From the descendants of Reuben, Is-
rael’s firstborn, were counted all the
names of each and every man twenty
years old or older able to go to war, from
the records of their ancestor’s clans and
families. 21 They counted 46,500 men
from the tribe of Reuben.
22 From the descendants of Simeon were
counted all the names of each and every
man twenty years old or older able to go to
war, from the records of their ancestor’s
clans and families. 23 They counted 59,300
men from the tribe of Simeon.
24 From the descendants of Gad were
counted all the names of each and every
man twenty years old or older able to go to
war, from the records of their ancestor’s
clans and families. 25 They counted 45,650
men from the tribe of Gad.
26 From the descendants of Judah were
counted all the names of each and every
man twenty years old or older able to go to
war, from the records of their ancestor’s
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clans and families. 27 They counted 74,600
men from the tribe of Judah.
28 From the descendants of Issachar were
counted all the names of each and every
man twenty years old or older able to go to
war, from the records of their ancestor’s
clans and families. 29 They counted 54,400
men from the tribe of Issachar.
30 From the descendants of Zebulun were
counted all the names of each and every
man twenty years old or older able to go to
war, from the records of their ancestor’s
clans and families. 31 They counted 57,400
men from the tribe of Zebulun.
32 From the descendants of Ephraim son
of Joseph were counted all the names of
each and every man twenty years old or
older able to go to war, from the records
of their ancestor’s clans and families. 33

They counted 40,500 men from the tribe
of Ephraim.
34 From the descendants of Manasseh son
of Joseph were counted all the names of
each and every man twenty years old or
older able to go to war, from the records
of their ancestor’s clans and families. 35

They counted 32,200 men from the tribe
of Manasseh.
36 From the descendants of Benjamin
were counted all the names of each and ev-
ery man twenty years old or older able to
go to war, from the records of their ances-
tor’s clans and families. 37 They counted
35,400 men from the tribe of Benjamin.
38 From the descendants of Dan were
counted all the names of each and every
man twenty years old or older able to go to
war, from the records of their ancestor’s
clans and families. 39 They counted 62,700
from the tribe of Dan.
40 From the descendants of Asher were
counted all the names of each and every
man twenty years old or older able to go to
war, from the records of their ancestor’s

clans and families. 41 They counted 41,500
men from the tribe of Asher.

42 From the descendants of Naphtali were
counted all the names of each and every
man twenty years old or older able to go to
war, from the records of their ancestor’s
clans and families. 43 They counted 53,400
from the tribe of Naphtali.

44 Moses and Aaron counted all thesemen,
together with the twelve men who were
leading the twelve tribes of Israel. 45 So
all themen of Israel from twenty years old
and older, all who could fight inwar, were
counted in each of their families. 46 They
counted 603,550 men.

47 But the men who were descended from
Leviwere not counted, 48 because Yahweh
had said to Moses, 49 ”You must not count
the tribe of Levi or include them in the to-
tal of the people of Israel. 50 Instead, as-
sign the Levites to care for the tabernacle
of the covenant decrees, and to care for all
the furnishings in the tabernacle and for
everything in it. The Levites must carry
the tabernacle, and they must carry the
tabernacle’s furnishings. They must care
for the tabernacle and make their camp
around it. 51 When the tabernacle is to
move to another place, the Levites must
take it down. When the tabernacle is to
be set up, the Levites must set it up. Any
stranger who comes near the tabernacle
must be killed. 52 When the people of
Israel set up their tents, each man must
do so near the banner that belongs to his
armed group. 53 However, the Levites
must set up their tents around the taber-
nacle of the covenant decrees so that my
anger does not come upon the people of
Israel. The Levitesmust care for the taber-
nacle of the covenant decrees.” 54 The peo-
ple of Israel did all these things. They
did everything that Yahweh commanded
through Moses.
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Chapter 2
1 Yahweh spoke again toMoses and Aaron.
He said, 2 ”Each one of the Israelites must
camp around his standard, with the ban-
ners of their fathers’ houses. They will
camp around the tent of meeting on every
side. 3 Those will be camping on the east
of the tent ofmeeting, where the sun rises,
they are the camp of Judah and they are
camping under their standard. Nahshon
son of Amminadab is the leader of the peo-
ple of Judah. 4 The number of the people
of Judah is 74,600. 5 The tribe of Issachar
must camp next to Judah. Nethanel son
of Zuar must lead the army of Issachar. 6

The number in his division is 54,400 men.
7 The tribe of Zebulun must camp next to
Issachar. Eliab son of Helonmust lead the
army of Zebulun. 8 The number in his di-
vision is 57,400. 9 All the number of the
camp of Judah is 186,400. Theywill set out
first.
10 On the south side will be the camp of
Reuben under their standard. The leader
of the camp of Reuben is Elizur son of
Shedeur. 11 The number in his division
is 46,500. 12 Simeon is camping next
to Reuben. The leader of the people of
Simeon is Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 13
The number in his division is 59,300. 14

The tribe of Gad is next. The leader of the
people of Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel. 15

The number in his division is 45,650. 16

The number of all the men assigned to the
camp of Reuben, according to their divi-
sions, is 151,450. Theywill set out second.
17 Next, the tent of meeting must go out
from the campwith the Levites in themid-
dle of all the camps. They must go out
from the camp in the same order as they
come into the camp. Every man must be
in his place, by his banner.
18 The divisions of the camp of Ephraim
under their standard. The leader of the

people of Ephraim is Elishama son of Am-
mihud. 19 The number in his division is
40,500. 20 Next to them is the tribe ofMan-
asseh. The leader ofManasseh is Gamaliel
son of Pedahzur. 21 The number in his di-
vision is 32,200. 22 Next will be the tribe
of Benjamin. The leader of Benjamin is
Abidan son of Gideoni. 23 The number in
his division is 35,400. 24 All those num-
bered in the camp of Ephraim is 108,100.
They will set out third.
25 On the north will be the divisions of the
camp of Dan. The leader of the people of
Dan is Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 26

The number in his division is 62,700. 27

The people of the tribe of Asher campnext
to Dan. The leader of Asher is Pagiel son
of Okran. 28 The number in his division is
41,500. 29 The tribe of Naphtali is next.
The leader of Naphthali is Ahira son of
Enan. 30 The mnumber in his division is
53,400. 31 All those numbered in the camp
with Dan is 157,600. They will go out from
the camp last, under their banner.”
32 These are the Israelites, numbered
according to their families. All those
counted in their camps, by their divisions,
are 603,550. 33 But Moses and Aaron did
not count the Levites among the people
of Israel. This was as Yahweh had com-
manded Moses. 34 The people of Israel
did everything that Yahweh commanded
Moses. They camped by their banners.
They went out from the camp by their
clans, in the order of their ancestor’s fam-
ilies.

Chapter 3
1 Now this is the history of the descen-
dants of Aaron and Moses when Yahweh
spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai. 2

The names of Aaron’s sons were Nadab
the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and
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Ithamar. 3 These are the names of
the sons of Aaron, the priests who were
anointed and who were ordained to serve
as priests. 4 But Nadab and Abihu fell
dead before Yahwehwhen they offered to
him unacceptable fire in the wilderness
of Sinai. Nadab and Abihu had no chil-
dren, so just Eleazar and Ithamar served
as priests with Aaron their father.
5 Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said, 6

”Bring the tribe of Levi and present them
to Aaron the priest for them to help him.
7 They must perform the duties on behalf
of Aaron and the whole community be-
fore the tent of meeting. They must serve
in the tabernacle. 8 They must care for
all the furnishings in the tent of meeting,
and they must help the tribes of Israel to
carry out the tabernacle service. 9 You
must give the Levites to Aaron and his
sons. They are wholly given to help him
serve the people of Israel. 10 You must ap-
point Aaron and his sons as priests, but
any foreigner who comes near must be
put to death.”
11 Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
12 ”Look, I have taken the Levites from
among the people of Israel. I have done
this instead of taking each firstborn male
who is born among the people of Israel.
The Levites belong to me. 13 All the first-
born belong to me. On the day that I
attacked all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, I set apart for myself all the first-
born in Israel, both people and animals.
They belong to me. I am Yahweh.”
14 Yahweh spoke to Moses in the wilder-
ness of Sinai. He said, 15 “Count the de-
scendants of Levi in each family, in their
clans. Count everymalewho is onemonth
old and older.” 16 Moses counted them,
following the word of Yahweh, just as he
was commanded to do. 17 The names
of Levi’s sons were Gershon, Kohath, and
Merari. 18 The clans coming from Ger-

shon’s sons were Libni and Shimei. 19 The
clans coming from Kohath’s sons were
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 20

The clans coming fromMerari’s sonswere
Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of
the Levites, listed clan by clan.
21 The clans of the Libnites and the
Shimeites come from Gershon. These are
the clans of the Gershonites. 22 All the
males from a month old and older were
counted, totaling 7,500. 23 The clans of
the Gershonites must camp on the west
side of the tabernacle. 24 Eliasaph son
of Lael must lead the clans of the descen-
dants of the Gershonites. 25 The family of
Gershonmust care for the tent of meeting
including the tabernacle. They must care
for the tent, its covering, and the curtain
used as the entrance to the tent of meet-
ing. 26 They must care for the courtyard
hangings, the curtain at the courtyard
entrance—the courtyard that surrounds
the sanctuary and the altar. They must
care for the ropes of the tent of meeting
and for everything in it.
27 These clans come fromKohath: the clan
of the Amramites, the clan of the Izharites,
the clan of the Hebronites, and the clan
of the Uzzielites. These clans belong to
the Kohathites. 28 8,600 males have been
counted aged one month old and older to
take care of the things that belong to Yah-
weh. 29 The Kohath clans must camp on
the south side of the tabernacle. 30 Eliza-
phan son of Uzziel must lead the clans of
the Kohathites. 31 They must care for the
ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars,
the holy things that are used in their ser-
vice, the curtain, and all the work around
it. 32 Eleazar son of Aaron the priest must
lead the men who lead the Levites. He
must supervise the men who care for the
holy place.
33 Two clans have come from Merari: the
clan of the Mahlites and the clan of the
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Mushites. These clans have come from
Merari. 34 6,200 males have been counted
aged one month old and older. 35 Zuriel
son of Abihail must lead the clans of Mer-
ari. They must camp on the north side of
the tabernacle. 36 The descendants of
Merari must care for the framing of the
tabernacle, the crossbars, posts, bases, all
the hardware, and everything related to
them, including 37 the pillars and posts of
the courtyard that surround the taberna-
cle, with their sockets, pegs, and ropes.
38 Moses and Aaron and his sons must
camp on the east side of the tabernacle,
in front of the tent of meeting, toward
the sunrise. They are responsible for
the fulfillment of the duties of the sanctu-
ary and the duties of the people of Israel.
Any foreignerwho approaches the sanctu-
ary must be put to death. 39 Moses and
Aaron counted all the males in the clans
of Levi who were aged onemonth old and
older, just as Yahweh commanded. They
counted twenty-two thousand men.
40 Yahweh said to Moses, ”Count all the
firstbornmales of the people of Israelwho
are aged one month old and older. List
their names. 41 You must take the Levites
for me—I am Yahweh—instead of all the
firstborn of the people of Israel, and the
livestock of the Levites instead of the first-
born of the livestock of the descendants
of Israel.” 42 Moses counted all the first-
born people of Israel as Yahweh had com-
manded him to do. 43 He counted all the
firstborn males by name, aged one month
old and older. He counted 22,273 men.
44 Again, Yahweh spoke to Moses. He
said, 45 ”Take the Levites instead of all the
firstborn among the people of Israel, and
take the Levites’ livestock instead of the
people’s livestock. The Levites belong to
me—I am Yahweh. 46 You must collect
five shekels for the redemption of each of
the 273 firstborn people of Israel who ex-

ceed the number of the Levites. 47 You
must use the shekel of the sanctuary as
your standard weight. The shekel equals
twenty gerahs. 48 You must give the price
of redemption that you paid to Aaron and
his sons.” 49 So Moses collected the pay-
ment of redemption from those who ex-
ceeded the number of those redeemed by
the Levites. 50 Moses collected the money
from the firstborn of the people of Israel.
He collected 1,365 shekels, weighing with
the shekel of the sanctuary. 51 Moses gave
the redemptionmoney to Aaron and to his
sons. Moses did everything he was told to
do by Yahweh’sword, as Yahweh had com-
manded him.

Chapter 4
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron.
He said, 2 ”Conduct a census of the male
descendants of Kohath from among the
Levites, by their clans and families. 3

Count all the men who are thirty to fifty
years old. These men must join the com-
pany to serve in the tent of meeting. 4 The
descendants of Kohath must take care of
the most holy things reserved for me in
the tent of meeting. 5 When the camp
prepares to move forward, Aaron and his
sons must go into the tent, take down the
curtain that separates the most holy place
from the holy place and cover the ark of
the testimony with it. 6 They must cover
the ark with sea cow skins. They must
spread a blue cloth over it. They must
insert the poles to carry it. 7 They are
to spread a blue cloth on the table of the
bread of the presence. On it they must
put the dishes, spoons, bowls, and jars
for pouring. Bread must always continue
to be on the table. 8 They must cover
them with a scarlet cloth and again with
sea cow skins. They must insert poles to
carry the table. 9 They must take a blue
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cloth and cover the lampstand, alongwith
its lamps, tongs, trays, and all the jars of
oil for the lamps. 10 They must put the
lampstand and all its accessories into a
covering of sea cow skins, and they must
put it on a carrying frame. 11 They must
spread a cloth of blue on the gold altar.
They must cover it with a covering of sea
cow skins, and then insert the carrying
poles. 12 They must take all the equip-
ment for the work in the holy place and
wrap it in a blue cloth. They must cover it
with sea cow skins and put the equipment
on the carrying frame. 13 They must re-
move the ashes from the altar and spread
a purple cloth on the altar. 14 They must
put on the carrying frame all the equip-
ment that they use in thework of the altar.
These objects are the firepans, forks, shov-
els, bowls, and all the other equipment for
the altar. They must cover the altar with
sea cow skins and then insert the carrying
poles. 15 When Aaron and his sons have
completely covered the holy place and all
its equipment, and when the campmoves
forward, then the descendants of Kohath
must come to carry the holy place. If they
touch the holy instruments, they must die.
This is the work of the descendants of Ko-
hath, to carry the furnishings in the tent
of meeting. 16 Eleazar son of Aaron the
priest oversees the care of the oil for the
light, the sweet incense, the regular grain
offering, and the anointing oil. He over-
sees the care of the entire tabernacle and
all that is in it, the holy place and its equip-
ment.”

17 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron.
He said, 18 ”Do not allow the Kohathite
tribal clans to be removed from among
the Levites. 19 Protect them, that theymay
live and not die, by doing this. When
they approach themost holy things 20 they
must not go in to see the holy place even
for a moment, or they must die. Aaron
and his sons must go in, and then Aaron

and his sons must assign each of the Ko-
hathites to his work, to his special tasks.”

21 Yahweh spoke again to Moses. He said,
22 ”Conduct a census of the descendants
of Gershon also, by their ancestor’s fam-
ilies and by their clans. 23 Count those
who are thirty years old to fifty years old.
Count all of them who will join the com-
pany to serve in the tent of meeting. 24

This is the work of the clans of the Ger-
shonites, when they serve and what they
carry. 25 They must carry the curtains of
the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, its cov-
ering, the covering of sea cow skin that is
on it, and the curtains for the entrance to
the tent ofmeeting. 26 Theymust carry the
curtains of the court, the curtain for the
doorway of the court’s gate, which is near
the tabernacle and near the altar, their
ropes, and all the instruments for their
service. Whatever should be done with
these things, they must do it. 27 Aaron
and his sons must direct all the service
of the descendants of the Gershonites, in
everything that they transport, and in all
their service. You must assign them to all
their responsibilities. 28 This is the service
of the clans of the descendants of the Ger-
shonites for the tent of meeting. Ithamar
son of Aaron the priest must lead them in
their service.

29 Youmust count the descendants of Mer-
ari by their clans, and order them by their
ancestor’s families, 30 from thirty years
old and older up to fifty years old. Count
everyone who is going to join the com-
pany and serve in the tent of meeting. 31

This is their responsibility and their work
in all their service for the tent of meet-
ing. They must care for the framing of the
tabernacle, its crossbars, posts, and sock-
ets, 32 along with the posts of the court-
yard around the tabernacle, their sockets,
pegs, and their ropes, with all their hard-
ware. List by name the articles they must
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carry. 33 This is the service of the clans
of the descendants of Merari, what they
are to do for the tent of meeting, under
the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the
priest.”
34 Moses and Aaron and the leaders of the
community counted the descendants of
the Kohathites by the clans of their ances-
tor’s families. 35 They counted them from
thirty years old and older up to fifty years
old. They counted everyone who would
join the company to serve in the tent of
meeting. 36 They counted 2,750 men by
their clans. 37 Moses and Aaron counted
all themen in the clans and families of the
Kohathites who serve in the tent of meet-
ing. In doing this, they obeyed what Yah-
weh had commanded them to do through
Moses.
38 The descendants of Gershon were
counted in their clans, by their ancestor’s
families, 39 from thirty to fifty years old,
everyone who would join the company to
serve in the tent ofmeeting. 40 All themen,
counted by their clans and their ances-
tor’s families, numbered 2,630. 41 Moses
andAaron counted the clans of the descen-
dants of Gershon who would serve in the
tent ofmeeting. In doing this, they obeyed
what Yahweh had commanded them to do
through Moses.
42 The descendants of Merari were
counted in their clans by their ancestor’s
families, 43 from thirty to fifty years old,
everyone who would join the company to
serve in the tent ofmeeting. 44 All themen,
countedby their clans and their ancestor’s
families, numbered 3,200. 45 Moses and
Aaron counted all these men, the descen-
dants ofMerari. In doing this, they obeyed
what Yahweh had commanded them to do
through Moses.
46 So Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of Is-
rael counted all the Levites by their clans
in their ancestral families 47 from thirty

to fifty years old. They counted everyone
whowould dowork in the tabernacle, and
whowould carry and care for the items in
the tent of meeting. 48 They counted 8,580
men. 49 At Yahweh’s command, Moses
counted each man, keeping count of each
by the type of work he was assigned to
do. He counted each man by the kind of
responsibility he would bear. In doing
this, they obeyed what Yahweh had com-
manded them to do through Moses.

Chapter 5
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said, 2 ”Com-
mand the people of Israel to send away
from the camp everyone with an infec-
tious skin disease, and everyone who has
an oozing sore, and whoever is unclean
through touching a dead body. 3 Whether
male or female, youmust send themout of
the camp. They must not defile the camp,
because I live in it.” 4 The people of Israel
did so. They sent them out of the camp, as
Yahweh commanded Moses. The people
of Israel obeyed Yahweh.
5 Again Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
6 ”Speak to the people of Israel. When a
man or woman commits any sin such as
people do to one another, and is unfaith-
ful to me, that person is guilty. 7 Then
he must confess the sin that he has done.
He must completely pay back the price
of his guilt and add to the price one-fifth
more. He must give this to the one he has
wronged. 8 But if thewronged person has
no close relative to receive the payment,
he must pay the price for his guilt to me
throughapriest, alongwith a ram to atone
for himself. 9 Every offering of the people
of Israel, the things that are set aside and
brought to the priest by the people of Is-
rael, will belong to him. 10 The offerings
of every person will be for the priest; if
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anyone gives anything to the priest, it will
belong to him.”

11 Again, Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
12 ”Speak to the people of Israel. Say to
them, ’Suppose that a man’s wife turns
away and sins against her husband. 13

Then suppose that another man sleeps
with her. In that case, she is defiled. Even
if her husband does not see it or know
about it, and even if no one catches her
in the act and there is no one to testify
against her, 14 nevertheless, a spirit of
jealousy might still inform the husband
that his wife is defiled. However, a spirit
of jealousy might falsely come on a man
when his wife is not defiled. 15 In such
cases, the man must bring his wife to the
priest. The husband must take an offer-
ing required on her behalf, a tenth of an
ephah of barley flour. He must pour no
oil on it and put no frankincense on it, be-
cause it is a grain offering of jealousy, a
grain offering for remembering, as a re-
minder of the iniquity.

16 The priest must bring her near and
place her before Yahweh. 17 The priest
must take a jar of holywater and take dust
from the floor of the tabernacle. He must
put the dust into the water. 18 The priest
will set the woman before Yahweh and he
will untie the hair on the woman’s head.
He will put into her hands the grain offer-
ing of remembrance, which is the grain of-
fering of suspicion. The priest will hold in
his hand the bitter water that can bring a
curse. 19 The priest will put the woman
under an oath and say to her, ’If no other
man had sexual relations with you, and if
you have not gone astray and committed
impurity, then you will be free from this
bitter water that can bring a curse. 20

But if you, a woman under her husband,
have gone astray, if you are defiled, and
if some other man has slept with you, 21

then, (the priest must cause the woman to

swear an oath that can bring downa curse
on her, and then he must continue speak-
ing to the woman) ’Yahweh will make you
into a curse thatwill be shown to your peo-
ple to be such. This will happen if Yah-
weh causes your thigh to waste away and
your abdomen to swell. 22 This water that
brings the curse will go into your stomach
and make your abdomen swell and your
thighs waste away.‘ The woman is to reply,
’Yes, let that happen if I am guilty.’

23 The priest must write these curses on a
scroll, and then he must wash away the
written curses into the bitter water. 24

The priest must make the woman drink
the bitter water that brings the curse. The
water that brings the curse will enter her
and become bitter. 25 The priest must take
the grain offering of jealousy out of the
woman’s hand. Hemust hold up the grain
offering before Yahweh and bring it to the
altar. 26 The priest must take a handful
of the grain offering as a representative
offering, and burn it on the altar. Then
he must give the woman the bitter wa-
ter to drink. 27 When he gives her the
water to drink, if she is defiled because
she has committed a sin against her hus-
band, then the water that brings the curse
will enter her and become bitter. Her ab-
domen will swell and her thigh will waste
away. The woman will be cursed among
her people. 28 But if the woman is not
defiled and if she is clean, then she must
be free. She will be able to conceive chil-
dren.

29 This is the law of jealousy. It is the law
for a woman who strays away from her
husband and is defiled. 30 It is the law
for a man with a spirit of jealousy when
he is jealous of his wife. He must bring
the woman before Yahweh, and the priest
must do to her everything that this law of
jealousy describes. 31 The man will be
free from guilt for bringing his wife to the

11



Numbers

priest. The woman must bear any guilt
she might have.”

Chapter 6
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said, 2

”Speak to the people of Israel. Say to
them, ’When aman or awoman separates
himself to Yahweh with a special vow of
a Nazirite, 3 he must keep himself from
wine and strong drink. He must not drink
vinegar made from wine or from strong
drink. He must not drink any grape juice
or eat fresh grapes or raisins. 4 In all the
days that he is separate to me, he must
eat nothing that is made from grapes, in-
cluding everything made from the seeds
to their skins.
5 During all the time of his vow of sepa-
ration, no razor is to be used on his head
until the days of his separation to Yahweh
are fulfilled. He must be set apart to Yah-
weh. Hemust let the hair grow long on his
head.
6 During all the time that he separates him-
self to Yahweh, he must not come near
a dead body. 7 He must not make him-
self unclean even for his father, mother,
brother, or sister, if they die. This is be-
cause he is separated to God, as everyone
can see by his long hair. 8 During all the
time of his separation he is holy, reserved
for Yahweh.
9 If someone very suddenly dies beside
him and defiles his consecrated head,
then he must shave his head on the day
of his purification—on the seventh day he
must shave it. 10 On the eighth day he
must bring two doves or two young pi-
geons to the priest at the entrance to the
tent of meeting. 11 The priest must offer
one bird as a sin offering and the other as
a burnt offering. These will atone for him
because he sinned by being near the dead

body. He must consecrate his head again
on that day. 12 He must set himself apart
to Yahweh for the days of his consecration.
Hemust bring amale lamb one year old as
a guilt offering. The days before he defiled
himself must not be counted, because his
consecration was defiled.

13 This is the law about the Nazirite for
when the time of his separation is com-
plete. He must be brought to the entrance
of the tent of meeting. 14 He must present
his offering to Yahweh. He must offer as
a burnt offering a male lamb one year old
and without blemish. He must bring as a
sin offering a female lamb one year old
and without blemish. He must bring a
ram as a fellowship offering that is with-
out blemish. 15 He must also bring a bas-
ket of breadmadewithout yeast, loaves of
fine flour mixed with oil, wafers without
yeast rubbed with oil, together with their
grain offering and drink offerings. 16

The priest must present them before Yah-
weh. He must offer his sin offering and
burnt offering. 17 With the basket of un-
leavened bread, he must present the ram
as a sacrifice, the fellowship offering to
Yahweh. The priest must present also the
grain offering and the drink offering. 18

The Nazirite must shave his head indicat-
ing his separation to God at the entrance
to the tent of meeting. He must take the
hair from his head and put it on the fire
that is under the sacrifice of fellowship of-
ferings. 19 The priest must take the boiled
shoulder of the ram, one loaf of bread
without yeast out of the basket, and one
wafer without yeast. He must place them
into the hands of the Nazirite after he has
shaved his head indicating separation. 20

The priest must wave them as an offer-
ing before Yahweh, a holy portion for the
priest, together with the breast that was
waved and the thigh that was presented
for the priest. After that, the Nazirite may
drink wine.
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21 This is the law for theNaziritewhovows
his offering to Yahweh for his separation.
Whatever else he may give, he must keep
the obligations of the vow he has taken, to
keep the promise indicated by the law for
the Nazirite.’”
22 Again Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
23 ”Speak to Aaron and to his sons. Say,
’You must bless the people of Israel in this
way. You must say to them,
24 ”May Yahweh bless you and keep you.
25May Yahwehmake his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
26MayYahweh look on youwith favor and
give you peace.”’
27 It is in this way that they must give my
name to the people of Israel. Then I will
bless them.”

Chapter 7
1 On the day that Moses completed the
tabernacle, he anointed it and set it apart
to Yahweh, together with all of its furnish-
ings. He did the same for the altar and
all its utensils. He anointed them and set
them apart to Yahweh. 2 On that day, the
leaders of Israel, the heads of their an-
cestor’s families, offered sacrifices. These
men were leading the tribes. They had
overseen the counting of the men in the
census. 3 They brought their offerings
before Yahweh. They brought six cov-
ered carts and twelve oxen. They brought
one cart for every two leaders, and each
leader brought one ox. They presented
these things in front of the tabernacle. 4

Then Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said, 5
“Accept the offerings from them and use
the offerings for the work in the tent of
meeting. Give the offerings to the Levites,
to each one as his work needs them.” 6

Moses took the carts and the oxen, and

he gave them to the Levites. 7 He gave
two carts and four oxen to the descen-
dants of Gershon, because of what their
work needed. 8 He gave four carts and
eight oxen to the descendants of Merari,
in the care of Ithamar son of Aaron the
priest. He did this because of what their
work required. 9 But he gave none
of those things to the descendants of Ko-
hath, because theirs would be thework re-
lated to the things that belong to Yahweh
that they would carry on their own shoul-
ders. 10 The leaders offered their goods
for the dedication of the altar on the day
thatMoses anointed the altar. The leaders
offered their sacrifices in front of the al-
tar. 11 Yahweh said to Moses, “Each leader
must offer on his own day his sacrifice for
the dedication of the altar.”

12 On the first day, Nahshon son of Ammi-
nadab, of the tribe of Judah, offered his
sacrifice. 13 His sacrifice was one silver
platter weighing 130 shekels and one sil-
ver bowl weighing seventy shekels, by the
standard weight of the sanctuary shekel.
Both of these objects were full of fine flour
mixed with oil for a grain offering. 14

He gave one gold dish that weighed ten
shekels and was full of incense. 15 He
gave as a burnt offering one young bull,
one ram, and a one-year-old male lamb.
16 He gave one male goat as a sin offer-
ing. 17 He gave two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and fivemale lambs that were
a year old, as the sacrifice for a fellow-
ship offering. This was the sacrifice of
Nahshon son of Amminadab.

18 On the second day, Nethanel son of Zuar,
leader of Issachar, offered his sacrifice.
19 He offered as his sacrifice one silver
platter weighing 130 shekels and one sil-
ver bowl weighing seventy shekels, by the
standard weight of the sanctuary shekel.
Both of these objects were full of fine flour
mixed with oil for a grain offering. 20
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He also gave one gold dish weighing ten
shekels, full of incense. 21 He gave as a
burnt offering one young bull, one ram,
and a one-year-old male lamb. 22 He gave
one male goat as a sin offering. 23 He
gave two oxen, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs that were a year old,
as the sacrifice for a fellowship offering.
This was the sacrifice of Nethanel son of
Zuar.

24 On the third day, Eliab son of Helon,
leader of the descendants of Zebulun, of-
fered his sacrifice. 25 His sacrifice was one
silver platter weighing 130 shekels, and
one silver bowl weighing seventy shekels
by the standard weight of the sanctuary
shekel. Both of these objects were full of
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offer-
ing. 26 He also gave one gold dish weigh-
ing ten shekels, full of incense. 27 He
gave as a burnt offering one young bull,
one ram, and a one-year-old male lamb.
28 He gave one male goat as a sin offer-
ing. 29 He gave two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and fivemale lambs that were
a year old, as the sacrifice for a fellowship
offering. This was the sacrifice of Eliab
son of Helon.

30 On the fourth day, Elizur son of Shedeur,
leader of the descendants of Reuben, of-
fered his sacrifice. 31 His sacrifice was one
silver platter weighing 130 shekels and
one silver bowl weighing seventy shekels,
by the standard weight of the sanctuary
shekel. Both of these objects were full of
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offer-
ing. 32 He also gave one gold dish weigh-
ing ten shekels, full of incense. 33 He
gave as a burnt offering one young bull,
one ram, and a one-year-old male lamb.
34 He gave one male goat as a sin offer-
ing. 35 He gave two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and fivemale lambs that were
a year old, as the sacrifice for a fellowship
offering. This was the sacrifice of Elizur

son of Shedeur.
36 On the fifth day, Shelumiel son of Zur-
ishaddai, leader of the descendants of
Simeon, offered his sacrifice. 37 His sac-
rifice was one silver platter weighing 130
shekels and one silver bowl weighing sev-
enty shekels, by the standard weight of
the sanctuary shekel. Both of these ob-
jects were full of fine flour mixed with oil
for a grain offering. 38 He also gave one
gold dish weighing ten shekels, full of in-
cense. 39 He gave as a burnt offering one
young bull, one ram, and a one-year-old
male lamb. 40 He gave one male goat as
a sin offering. 41 He gave two oxen, five
rams, fivemale goats, and fivemale lambs
that were a year old, as the sacrifice for a
fellowship offering. This was the sacrifice
of Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai.
42 On the sixth day, Eliasaph son of Deuel,
leader of the descendants of Gad, offered
his sacrifice. 43His sacrificewas one silver
platter weighing 130 shekels and one sil-
ver bowl weighing seventy shekels, by the
standard weight of the sanctuary shekel.
Both of these objects were full of fine flour
mixed with oil for a grain offering. 44

He also gave one gold dish weighing ten
shekels, full of incense. 45 He gave as a
burnt offering one young bull, one ram,
and a one-year-old male lamb. 46 He gave
one male goat as a sin offering. 47 He
gave two oxen, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs that were a year old,
as the sacrifice for a fellowship offering.
This was the sacrifice of Eliasaph son of
Deuel.
48 On the seventh day, Elishama son of
Ammihud, leader of the descendants of
Ephraim, offered his sacrifice. 49 His sac-
rifice was one silver platter weighing 130
shekels and one silver bowl weighing sev-
enty shekels, by the standard weight of
the sanctuary shekel. Both of these ob-
jects were full of fine flour mixed with oil
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for a grain offering. 50 He also gave one
gold dish weighing ten shekels, full of in-
cense. 51 He gave as a burnt offering one
young bull, one ram, and a one-year-old
male lamb. 52 He gave one male goat as
a sin offering. 53 He gave two oxen, five
rams, fivemale goats, and fivemale lambs
that were a year old, as the sacrifice for a
fellowship offering. This was the sacrifice
of Elishama son of Ammihud.

54 On the eighth day, Gamaliel son of
Pedahzur, leader of the descendants of
Manasseh, offered his sacrifice. 55 His sac-
rifice was one silver platter weighing 130
shekels and one silver bowl weighing sev-
enty shekels, by the standard weight of
the sanctuary shekel. Both of these ob-
jects were full of fine flour mixed with oil
for a grain offering. 56 He also gave one
gold dish weighing ten shekels, full of in-
cense. 57 He gave as a burnt offering one
young bull, one ram, and a one-year-old
male lamb. 58 He gave one male goat as
a sin offering. 59 He gave two oxen, five
rams, fivemale goats, and fivemale lambs
that were a year old, as the sacrifice for a
fellowship offering. This was the sacrifice
of Gamaliel son of Pedahzur.

60 On the ninth day, Abidan son of Gideoni,
leader of the descendants of Benjamin, of-
fered his sacrifice. 61 His sacrifice was one
silver platter weighing 130 shekels and
one silver bowl weighing seventy shekels,
by the standard weight of the sanctuary
shekel. Both of these objects were full
of fine flour mingled with oil for a grain
offering. 62 He also gave one gold dish
weighing ten shekels, full of incense. 63

He gave as a burnt offering one young
bull, one ram, and a one-year-old male
lamb. 64 He gave one male goat as a sin
offering. 65 He gave two oxen, five rams,
five male goats, and five male lambs that
were a year old, as the sacrifice for a fel-
lowship offering. This was the sacrifice of

Abidan son of Gideoni.
66 On the tenth day, Ahiezer son of Am-
mishaddai, leader of the descendants of
Dan, offered his sacrifice. 67 His sacri-
fice was one silver platter weighing 130
shekels and one silver bowl weighing sev-
enty shekels, by the standard weight of
the sanctuary shekel. Both of these ob-
jects were full of fine flour mixed with oil
for a grain offering. 68 He also gave one
gold dish weighing ten shekels, full of in-
cense. 69 He gave as a burnt offering one
young bull, one ram, and a one-year-old
male lamb.. 70 He gave one male goat as
a sin offering. 71 He gave two oxen, five
rams, fivemale goats, and fivemale lambs
that were a year old, as the sacrifice for a
fellowship offering. This was the sacrifice
of Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai.
72 On the eleventh day, Pagiel son of
Okran, leader of the descendants of Asher,
offered his sacrifice. 73 His sacrifice was
one silver platter weighing 130 shekels
and one silver bowl weighing seventy
shekels, by the standard weight of the
sanctuary shekel. Both of these objects
were full of fine flour mingled with oil for
a grain offering. 74 He also gave one gold
dish weighing ten shekels, full of incense.
75 He gave as a burnt offering one young
bull, one ram, and a one-year-old male
lamb. 76 He gave one male goat as a sin
offering. 77 He gave two oxen, five rams,
five male goats, and five male lambs that
were a year old, as the sacrifice for a fel-
lowship offering. This was the sacrifice of
Pagiel son of Okran.
78 On the twelfth day, Ahira son of Enan,
leader of the descendants of Naphtali, of-
fered his sacrifice. 79 His sacrifice was one
silver platter weighing 130 shekels and
one silver bowl weighing seventy shekels,
by the standard weight of the sanctuary
shekel. Both of these objects were full of
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offer-
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ing. 80 He also gave one gold dish weigh-
ing ten shekels, full of incense. 81 He
gave as a burnt offering one young bull,
one ram, and a one-year-old male lamb.
82 He gave one male goat as a sin offer-
ing. 83 He gave two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and fivemale lambs that were
a year old, as the sacrifice for a fellowship
offering. This was the sacrifice of Ahira
son of Enan.
84 The leaders of Israel set all these apart
on the day that Moses anointed the al-
tar. They set apart the twelve silver plat-
ters, twelve silver bowls, and twelve gold
dishes. 85 Each silver platter weighed 130
shekels and each bowl weighed seventy
shekels. All the silver vessels weighed
2,400 shekels, by the standard weight of
the sanctuary shekel. 86 Each of the twelve
gold dishes, full of incense, weighed ten
shekels by the standardweight of the sanc-
tuary shekel. All the gold dishes weighed
120 shekels. 87 They set apart all the
animals for the burnt offerings, twelve
bulls, twelve rams, and twelve year-old
male lambs. They gave their grain offer-
ing. They gave twelve male goats as a sin
offering. 88 From all their cattle, they gave
twenty-four bulls, sixty rams, sixty male
goats, and sixty male lambs a year old,
as the sacrifice for the fellowship offering.
This was for the dedication of the altar af-
ter it was anointed.
89 When Moses went into the tent of meet-
ing to speak with Yahweh, he heard his
voice speaking to him. Yahweh spoke to
him from above the atonement lid on the
ark of the testimony, from between the
two cherubim. He spoke to him.

Chapter 8
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said, 2

“Speak to Aaron. Say to him, ‘The seven

lamps must give light in front of the lamp-
stand when you light them.’ ” 3 Aaron did
this. He lit the lamps on the lampstand to
give light toward the front of it, as Yahweh
had commanded Moses. 4 The lampstand
wasmade in thisway andYahweh showed
Moses the pattern for it. It was to be ham-
mered gold from its base to its top, with
hammered cups like blossoms.

5 Again, Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
6 ”Take the Levites from among the peo-
ple of Israel and purify them. 7 Do this to
them to purify them: Sprinkle the water
of atonement on them. Make them shave
their entire body, wash their clothes, and
in this way purify themselves. 8 Then
have them take a young bull and its grain
offering of fine flour mingled with oil. Let
them take another young bull as a sin of-
fering. 9 You will bring the Levites in
front of the tent of meeting and assemble
the whole community of the people of Is-
rael. 10 When you bring the Levites before
Yahweh, the people of Israelmust lay their
hands on the Levites. 11 Aaron must of-
fer the Levites before Yahweh, as a wave
offering from the people of Israel so that
they may do the service of Yahweh. 12

The Levites must place their hands on the
heads of the bulls. You must offer one
bull for a sin offering and the other bull
for a burnt offering to me, to atone for
the Levites. 13 Present the Levites before
Aaron and before his sons, and lift them
up as a wave offering to me.

14 In this way you must separate the
Levites from among the people of Israel.
The Leviteswill belong tome. 15 After that,
the Levites must go in to serve in the tent
of meeting. You must purify them. You
must offer them as a wave offering. 16 Do
this, because they are entirely mine from
among the people of Israel. They will take
the place of each male child who opens
the womb, the firstborn of all the descen-
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dants of Israel. I have taken the Levites
formyself. 17 All the firstborn fromamong
the people of Israel are mine, both of peo-
ple and of animals. On the day that I
took the lives of all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt, I set them apart for myself.
18 I have taken the Levites from among
the people of Israel instead of all the first-
born. 19 I have given the Levites as a gift
to Aaron and his sons. I have taken them
from among the people of Israel to do the
work of the people of Israel in the tent of
meeting. I have given them to atone for
the people of Israel so that no plague will
harm the people when they come near to
the holy place.”

20 Moses, Aaron, and the whole commu-
nity of the people of Israel did this with
the Levites. They did everything that Yah-
weh had commanded Moses concerning
the Levites. The people of Israel did this
with them. 21 The Levites purified them-
selves and washed their clothing, and
Aaron presented them as a wave offer-
ing to Yahweh and he made atonement
for them to cleanse them. 22 After that,
the Levites went in to do their service in
the tent of meeting before Aaron and be-
fore Aaron’s sons. This was as Yahweh
had commanded Moses about the Levites.
They treated all the Levites in this way.

23 Yahweh spoke again to Moses. He said,
24 ”All of this is for the Levites who are
twenty-five years old and more. They
must join the company to serve in the tent
of meeting. 25 They must stop serving
in this way at the age of fifty years. At
that age they must not serve any longer.
26 They may help their brothers who con-
tinue to work at the tent of meeting, but
they must serve no more. You must direct
the Levites in all these matters.”

Chapter 9
1 Yahweh spoke toMoses in thewilderness
of Sinai, in the first month of the second
year after they came out from the land of
Egypt. He said, 2 ”Let the people of Israel
keep the Passover at its fixed time of year.
3 On the fourteenth day of this month, at
evening, youmust keep the Passover at its
fixed time of year. You must keep it, fol-
low all the regulations, and obey all the
decrees that are related to it.” 4 So, Moses
told the people of Israel that they should
keep the Festival of the Passover. 5 So
they kept the Passover in the first month,
on the fourteenth day of the month, at
evening, in the wilderness of Sinai. The
people of Israel obeyed everything that
Yahweh commandedMoses to do. 6 There
were certainmenwho became unclean by
the body of a dead man. They could not
keep the Passover on that day. They went
before Moses and Aaron on that same day.
7 Those men said to Moses, “We are un-
clean because of the dead body of a man.
Why do you keep us from offering the sac-
rifice to Yahweh at the fixed time of year
among the people of Israel?” 8 Moses said
to them, “Wait for me to hear what Yah-
weh will instruct about you.”

9 Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said, 10

”Speak to the people of Israel. Say, ‘If any
of you or your descendants are unclean
because of a dead body, or are on a long
journey, he may still keep the Passover
to Yahweh.’ 11 In the second month on
the fourteenth day at evening, they will
eat the Passover meal. They must eat the
Passover lamb with bread that is made
without yeast and with bitter herbs. 12

They must not leave any of it until the
morning, or break any of its bones. They
must follow all the regulations for the
Passover. 13 But any person who is clean
and is not on a journey, but who fails to
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keep the Passover, that personmust be cut
off from his people because he did not of-
fer the sacrifice that Yahweh requires at
the fixed time of year. That man must
carry his sin. 14 If a stranger lives among
you and keeps the Passover in Yahweh’s
honor, he must keep it and do all he com-
mands, keeping the rules of the Passover,
and obeying the laws for it. Youmust have
the same law for the foreigner and for all
who have been born in the land.”

15 On the day that the tabernacle was
set up, the cloud covered the taberna-
cle, the tent of the covenant decrees. At
evening the cloud was over the taberna-
cle. It appeared like fire until morning.
16 It continued that way. The cloud cov-
ered the tabernacle and appeared like
fire at night. 17 Whenever the cloud was
taken up from over the tent, the peo-
ple of Israel would set out on their jour-
ney. Wherever the cloud stopped, the peo-
ple would camp. 18 At Yahweh’s com-
mand, the people of Israel would travel,
and at his command, they would camp.
While the cloud stopped over the taber-
nacle, they would stay in their camp. 19

When the cloud remained on the taber-
nacle for many days, then the people of
Israel would obey Yahweh’s instructions
and not travel. 20 Sometimes the cloud
remained a few days on the tabernacle.
In that case, they would obey Yahweh’s
command—they would make camp and
then travel on again at his command. 21

Sometimes the cloud was present in camp
from evening until morning. When the
cloud lifted in the morning, they jour-
neyed. If it continued for a day and for
a night, only when the cloud lifted would
they journey on. 22 Whether the cloud
stayed on the tabernacle for two days, a
month, or a year, for as long as it stayed
there, the people of Israel would stay in
their camp and not travel. But whenever
the cloud was taken up, they would set

out on their journey. 23 They would camp
at Yahweh’s command, and they would
travel at his command. They obeyed Yah-
weh’s command given through Moses.

Chapter 10
1 Yahweh spoke toMoses. He said, 2 ”Make
two silver trumpets. Hammer the silver
to make them. You must use the trumpets
to call the community together and to call
the community to move their camps. 3

The priests must blow the trumpets to call
all the community together in front of you
at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 4

If the priests blow only one trumpet, then
the leaders, the heads of the clans of Is-
rael, must gather to you. 5 When you blow
a loud signal, the camps on the east side
must begin their journey. 6 When you
blow a loud signal the second time, the
camps on the south side must begin their
journey. They must blow a loud signal
for their journeys. 7 When the commu-
nity gathers together, blow the trumpets,
but not loudly. 8 The sons of Aaron, the
priests, must blow the trumpets. This will
always be a regulation for you throughout
your people’s generations. 9 When you
go to war in your land against an adver-
sary who oppresses you, then you must
sound an alarm with the trumpets. I, Yah-
weh your God, will call you to mind and
save you from your enemies. 10 Also, at
the times of celebration, both your regu-
lar festivals and at the beginnings of the
months, youmust blow the trumpets over
your burnt offerings and over the sacri-
fices for your fellowship offerings. These
will act as a reminder of you to me, your
God. I am Yahweh your God.”
11 In the second year, in the secondmonth,
on the twentieth day of the month, the
cloud was lifted from the tabernacle of
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the covenant decrees. 12 The people of Is-
rael then went on their journey from the
wilderness of Sinai. The cloud stopped in
the wilderness of Paran. 13 They made
their first journey, following Yahweh’s
command given through Moses. 14 The
camp under the banner of Judah’s descen-
dants went out first, moving out their in-
dividual armies. Nahshon son of Am-
minadab led Judah’s army. 15 Nethanel
son of Zuar led the army of the tribe of
Issachar’s descendants. 16 Eliab son of
Helon led the army of the tribe of Zebu-
lun’s descendants. 17 The descendants
of Gershon and of Merari, who cared for
the tabernacle, took down the tabernacle
and then set out on their journey. 18 Next,
the armies under the banner of Reuben’s
camp set out on their journey. Elizur son
of Shedeur led Reuben’s army. 19 Shelu-
miel son of Zurishaddai led the army of
the tribe of Simeon’s descendants. 20 Elias-
aph son of Deuel led the army of the tribe
of Gad’s descendants.
21 The Kohathites set out. They carried
the sanctuary’s holy equipment. Others
would set up the tabernacle before the
Kohathites arrived at the next camp. 22

The armies under the banner of Ephraim’s
descendants set out next. Elishama son
of Ammihud led Ephraim’s army. 23

Gamaliel son of Pedahzur led the army of
the tribe of Manasseh’s descendants. 24

Abidan son of Gideoni led the army of the
tribe of Benjamin’s descendants.
25 The armies that camped under the
banner of Dan’s descendants set out last.
Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai led Dan’s
army. 26 Pagiel son of Okran led the army
of the tribe of Asher’s descendants. 27

Ahira son of Enan led the army of the tribe
of Naphtali’s descendants. 28 This is the
way that the armies of the people of Israel
set out on their journey.
29 Moses spoke to Hobab son of Reuel the

Midianite. Reuel was the father of Moses’
wife. Moses spoke to Hobab and said, “We
are traveling to a place that Yahweh de-
scribed. Yahweh said, ‘I will give it to you.’
Come with us and we will do you good.
Yahweh has promised to do good for Is-
rael.” 30 But Hobab said to Moses, “I will
not go with you. I will go to my own land
and my own people.” 31 Then Moses
replied, ”Please do not leave us. You know
how to camp in the wilderness. You must
watch out for us. 32 If you go with us, we
will do for you the same good that Yahweh
does to us.”
33 They journeyed from the mountain of
Yahweh for three days. The ark of the
covenant of Yahwehwent before them for
three days to find a place for them to rest.
34 Yahweh’s cloud was over them by day-
light as they journeyed.
35 Whenever the ark set out, Moses would
say, “Rise up, Yahweh. Scatter your ene-
mies. Make those who hate you run from
you.” 36 Whenever the ark stopped, Moses
would say, “Return, Yahweh, to Israel’s
many tens of thousands.”

Chapter 11
1 Now the people complained about their
troubles as Yahweh listened. Yahweh
heard the people and became angry. Fire
from Yahweh burned among them and
consumed someof the campon its edges. 2
Then people called out to Moses, so Moses
prayed to Yahweh, and the fire stopped. 3
That place was named Taberah, because
Yahweh’s fire burned among them.
4 Some foreign people began to campwith
Israel’s descendants. They wanted better
food to eat. Then the people of Israel be-
gan to weep and say, ”Who will give us
meat to eat? 5 We remember the fish that
we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the
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melons, the leeks, the onions, and the gar-
lic. 6 Now our appetite is gone, because all
we can see is this manna.” 7 Manna was
like coriander seed. It looked like resin. 8

The people walked around and gathered
it. They ground it in mills, beat it in mor-
tars, boiled it in pots, and made it into
cakes. It tasted like fresh olive oil. 9When
the dew fell on the camp in the night, the
manna also fell. 10Moses heard the people
weeping in their families, and every man
was at the entrance to his tent. Yahweh
was very angry, and in Moses’ eyes their
complaining was wrong. 11 Moses said to
Yahweh, ”Why have you treated your ser-
vant so badly? Why are you not pleased
with me? You make me carry the load of
all these people. 12 Did I conceive all these
people? Have I given them birth so that
you should say to me, ‘Carry them closely
to your chest as a father carries a baby?’
Should I carry them to the land that you
swore to their ancestors to give them? 13

Where can I find meat to give to all this
people? They are weeping in front of me
and are saying, ‘Give us meat to eat.’ 14 I
cannot bear all these people alone. They
are toomuch forme. 15 Since youare treat-
ing me this way, kill me now—if I find fa-
vor in your eyes—do not let me see my
misery.”

16 Yahweh said to Moses, ”Bring to me
seventy of Israel’s elders. Be sure that
they are elders and officers of the peo-
ple. Bring them to the tent of meeting to
stand there with you. 17 I will come down
and talk with you there. I will take some
of the Spirit that is on you and put it on
them. They will bear the burden of the
people with you. Youwill not have to bear
it alone. 18 Say to the people, ’Conse-
crate yourselves, for tomorrow and you
will indeed eat meat, for you have wept
and Yahweh has heard. You said, “Who
will give us meat to eat? It was good for
us in Egypt.” Therefore Yahweh will give

you meat, and you will eat it. 19 You will
not eat meat for only one day, two days,
five days, ten days, or twenty days, 20 but
you will eat meat for a whole month until
it comes out of your nostrils. It will dis-
gust you because you have rejected Yah-
weh, who is among you. You have wept
before him. You said, “Why did we leave
Egypt?”’” 21 Then Moses said, ”I am with
600,000 people, and you have said, ‘I will
give them meat to eat for a whole month.’
22 Should we kill flocks and herds to sat-
isfy them? Should we catch all the fish in
the sea to satisfy them?” 23 Yahweh said to
Moses, “Is my hand short? Now you will
see whether or not my word is true.”
24 Moses went out and told the people
Yahweh’s words. He gathered seventy of
the people’s elders and positioned them
around the tent. 25 Yahweh came down
in the cloud and spoke to Moses. Yahweh
took some of the Spirit that was on Moses
and put it on the seventy elders. When
the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied,
but only on that occasion and not again.
26 Twomen remained in the camp, named
Eldad and Medad. The Spirit also rested
on them. Their names were written on
the list, but they had not gone out to the
tent. Nevertheless, they prophesied in the
camp. 27 A young man in the camp ran
and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.” 28 Joshua son
of Nun, Moses’ assistant, one of his cho-
senmen, said toMoses, “MymasterMoses,
stop them.” 29 Moses said to him, “Are you
jealous for my sake? I wish that all of Yah-
weh’s people were prophets and that he
would put his Spirit on them all!” 30 Then
Moses and the elders of Israel went back
to the camp.
31 Then a wind came from Yahweh and
brought quail from the sea. They fell
near the camp, about a day’s journey on
one side and a day’s journey on the other
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side. The quail surrounded the camp
about two cubits above the ground. 32 The
people were busy gathering quail all that
day, all the night, and all the next day.
No one gathered less than ten homers of
quail. They shared the quail all through
the camp. 33 While the meat was still be-
tween their teeth, while they were chew-
ing it, Yahweh became angry at them. He
attacked the people with a very great dis-
ease. 34 That place was named Kibroth
Hattaavah, because there they buried the
people who had craved meat. 35 From
Kibroth Hattaavah the people traveled to
Hazeroth, where they stayed.

Chapter 12
1 Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against
Moses because of the Cushite woman
whom he had married. 2 They said, “Has
Yahweh spoken only with Moses? Has he
not spoken also with us?” Now Yahweh
heard what they said. 3 Now the man
Moses was very humble, humbler than
anyone else on earth.
4 Right away Yahweh spoke to Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam: “Come out, you three,
to the tent of meeting.” So the three of
them went out. 5 Then Yahweh came
down in a pillar of cloud. He stood at the
entrance to the tent and called Aaron and
Miriam. They both came forward. 6 Yah-
weh said, ”Now listen to my words.

When a prophet of mine is with you,

I will reveal myself to him in visions

and speak to him in dreams.
7 My servant Moses is not like that.

He is faithful in all my house.
8 I speak to Moses directly, not with vi-

sions or riddles.

He sees my form.

So why are you unafraid

to speak against my servant, against
Moses?”
9 Yahweh’s anger burned against them,
and then he left them. 10 The cloud rose
from over the tent, and Miriam was sud-
denly leprous—she was as white as snow.
When Aaron turned toward Miriam, he
saw that she had leprosy. 11 Aaron said to
Moses, ”Oh, mymaster, please do not hold
this sin against us. We have spoken fool-
ishly, andwe have sinned. 12 Please do not
let her be like a deadnewbornwhoseflesh
is half consumedwhen it emerges from its
mother’s womb.” 13 So Moses called out
to Yahweh. He said, “Please heal her, God,
please.” 14 Yahweh said to Moses, “If her
father had spit in her face, she would be
disgraced for seven days. Shut her outside
the camp for seven days. After that bring
her in again.” 15 So Miriam was shut out-
side the camp for seven days. The people
did not journey until she had returned to
the camp.
16 After that, the people journeyed from
Hazeroth and camped in thewilderness of
Paran.

Chapter 13
1 Then Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
2 “Send some men to examine the land of
Canaan, which I have given to the people
of Israel. Send a man from every tribe
of their ancestors. Each man must be a
leader among them.” 3 Moses sent them
from the wilderness of Paran, so that they
might obey Yahweh’s command. All of
themwere leaders among the people of Is-
rael. 4 These were their names: from the
tribe of Reuben, Shammua son of Zaccur;
5 from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son
of Hori; 6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb
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son of Jephunneh; 7 from the tribe of Is-
sachar, Igal son of Joseph; 8 from the tribe
of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun; 9 from
the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu;
10 from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son
of Sodi; 11 from the tribe of Joseph (that
is to say, from the tribe Manasseh), Gaddi
son of Susi; 12 from the tribe of Dan, Am-
miel son of Gemalli; 13 from the tribe of
Asher, Sethur son of Michael; 14 from the
tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son of Vophsi; 15

from the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Maki.
16 Thesewere the names of themenwhom
Moses sent to examine the land. Moses
called Hoshea son of Nun by the name of
Joshua.

17 Moses sent them to examine the land
of Canaan. He said to them, ”Approach
from the Negev and go up into the hill
country. 18 Examine the land to see what
it is like. Observe the people who live
there, whether they are strong or weak,
and whether they are few or many. 19

See what the land is like where they live.
Is it good or bad? What cities are there?
Are they like camps, or are they forti-
fied cities? 20 See what the land is like,
whether it is good for growing crops or
not, and whether there are trees there or
not. Be brave and bring back samples of
the land’s produce.” Now the timewas the
season for the first ripe grapes.

21 So the men went up and examined the
land from the wilderness of Zin to Re-
hob, near Lebo Hamath. 22 They went
up from the Negev and arrived at Hebron.
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, clans de-
scended from Anak, were there. Now He-
bron had been built seven years before
Zoan in Egypt. 23 When they reached the
Valley of Eshkol, they cut down a branch
with a cluster of grapes. They carried it on
a staff between two of their group. They
also brought pomegranates and figs. 24

That placewas named theValley of Eshkol,

because of the grape cluster that the peo-
ple of Israel cut down there.
25 After forty days, they returned from
examining the land. 26 They came back
to Moses, Aaron, and all the community
of the people of Israel in the wilderness
of Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back
word to them and to all the community,
and showed them the produce from the
land. 27 They told Moses, ”We reached
the land to which you sent us. It certainly
flows with milk and honey. Here is some
produce from it. 28 However, the people
who make their homes there are strong.
The cities are fortified and very large. We
also saw descendants of Anak there. 29

The Amalekites live in the Negev. The Hit-
tites, Jebusites, and Amorites have their
homes in the hill country. The Canaan-
ites live by the sea and along the Jordan
River.”
30 Then Caleb silenced the people who
were before Moses and said, “Let us go up
and take possession of the land, forwe are
certainly able to conquer it.” 31 But the
other men who had gone with him said,
“We are not able to attack the people be-
cause they are stronger than we are.” 32

So they spread around a discouraging re-
port to the people of Israel about the land
that they had examined. They said, ”The
land that we looked at is a land that eats
up its inhabitants. All the people whom
we saw there are people of great height. 33
Therewe sawgiants, descendants of Anak,
people who came from giants. In our own
sight we were like grasshoppers in com-
parison with them, and this is what we
were in their sight, too.”

Chapter 14
1 That night all the community wept
loudly. 2 All the people of Israel criticized
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Moses and Aaron. The whole community
said to them, ”We wish we had died in the
land of Egypt, or here in this wilderness!
3 Why did Yahweh bring us to this land to
die by the sword? Our wives and our little
ones will become victims. Is it not better
for us to return to Egypt?”
4 They said to each another, “Let us choose
another leader, and let us return to Egypt.”
5 Then Moses and Aaron lay facedown be-
fore all the assembly of the community of
the people of Israel. 6 Joshua son of Nun
and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were
some of those sent to examine the land,
tore their clothes. 7 They spoke to all the
community of the people of Israel. They
said, ”The land that we passed through
and examined is a very good land. 8 If Yah-
weh is pleasedwith us, thenhewill take us
into this land and give it to us. The land
flows with milk and honey. 9 But do not
rebel against Yahweh, and do not fear the
people in the land, for they are bread to
us. Their protectionwill be removed from
them, because Yahweh is with us. Do not
fear them.” 10 Then all the congregation
said to stone them with stones. But the
glory of Yahweh appeared at the tent of
meeting to all the people of Israel.
11 Yahweh said to Moses, ”How long must
this people despise me? How long must
they fail to trustme, despite all the signs of
my power that I have done among them?
12 I will attack them with plague, disin-
herit them, andmake from your own clan
a nation that will be greater and mightier
than they are.”
13 Moses said to Yahweh, ”If you do this,
then the Egyptians will hear about it, be-
cause you rescued this people from them
by your power. 14 They will tell it to this
land’s inhabitants. They have heard that
you, Yahweh, are present with this people,
because you are seen face to face. Your
cloud stands over our people. You go be-

fore them in a pillar of cloud by day and
in a pillar of fire by night. 15 Now if you
kill this people as one man, then the na-
tions that have heard of your fame will
speak and say, 16 ‘Because Yahweh could
not take this people into the land that he
swore to give them, he has killed them in
the wilderness.’ 17 Now, I beg you, use
your great power. For you have said, 18

‘Yahweh is slow to anger and abundant
in covenant faithfulness. He forgives in-
iquity and transgression. He will by no
means clear the guilty when he brings
the punishment of the ancestors’ sin on
their descendants, to the third and fourth
generation.’ 19 Pardon, I plead with you,
this people’s sin because of the greatness
of your covenant faithfulness, just as you
have always forgiven this people from the
time they were in Egypt until now.”

20 Yahweh said, ”I have pardoned them in
keeping with your request, 21 but truly, as
I live, and as all the earth will be filled
with my glory, 22 all those people who saw
my glory and the signs of power that I did
in Egypt and in thewilderness—they have
still tempted me these ten times and have
not listened to my voice. 23 So I say that
they will certainly not see the land about
which I made an oath to their ancestors.
Not one of themwho despised me will see
it, 24 except for my servant Caleb, because
he had another spirit. He has followedme
fully; I will bring him into the land which
he went to examine. His descendants will
possess it. 25 (Now the Amalekites and
Canaanites lived in the valley.) Tomorrow
turn and go to the wilderness by the way
of the Sea of Reeds.”

26 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron.
He said, 27 ”How long must I tolerate this
evil community that criticizes me? I have
heard the complaining of the people of Is-
rael against me. 28 Say to them, ‘As I
live,’ says Yahweh, ’as you have spoken in
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my hearing, I will do this to you: 29 Your
dead bodies will fall in this wilderness, all
youwho complained against me, youwho
were counted in the census, the whole
number of the people from twenty years
old and upward. 30 You will certainly not
go into the land that I promised to make
your home, except Caleb son of Jephun-
neh and Joshua son of Nun. 31 But your
little ones who you said would be victims,
I will take them into the land. Theywill ex-
perience the land that you have rejected!
32 As for you, your dead bodies will fall
in this wilderness. 33 Your children will
be shepherds in the wilderness for forty
years. They must bear the consequences
of your acts of rebellion until the end of
your corpses in the wilderness. 34 Just
as the number of the days during which
you examined the land—forty days, you
must likewise bear the consequences of
your sins for forty years—one year for ev-
ery day, and youmust knowwhat it is like
for me to oppose you. 35 I, Yahweh, have
spoken. I will certainly do this to all this
evil community that is gathered together
against me. They will be completely cut
off, and here they will die.’”

36 So the men Moses sent to spy out the
land, who returned and made the en-
tire community grumble againstMoses by
spreading a bad report about the land—
37 these men who had brought out a bad
report about the land were struck down,
and they died of a plague before Yahweh.
38 Of those men who had gone to spy
out the land, only Joshua son of Nun and
Caleb son of Jephunneh remained alive.

39 When Moses reported these words to
all the people of Israel, they mourned
very deeply. 40 They rose up early in the
morning and went to the top of the moun-
tain and said, “Look, we are here, and
we will go to the place that Yahweh has
promised, for we have sinned.” 41 But

Moses said, ”Why are you now violating
Yahweh’s command? Youwill not succeed.
42 Do not go, because Yahweh is not with
you to prevent you from being defeated
by your enemies. 43 The Amalekites and
Canaanites are there, and you will die by
the sword because you turned back from
following Yahweh. So he will not be with
you.” 44 But they presumed to go up into
the hill country; however, neither Moses
nor the ark of the covenant of Yahweh
left the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites
came down, and also the Canaanites who
lived on those hills. They attacked the Is-
raelites and defeated them all the way to
Hormah.

Chapter 15
1 Then Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
2 ”Speak to the people of Israel and say to
them, ’When you go into the land where
you will live, which Yahweh will give to
you, 3 you are to prepare an offering by
fire to Yahweh, either a burnt offering or
a sacrifice to fulfill a vow or a freewill of-
fering, or an offering at your feasts, to pro-
duce a pleasing aroma for Yahweh from
the herd or the flock. 4 You must offer to
Yahweh a burnt offering as well as a grain
offering of a tenth of an ephah of fineflour
mixedwith one-fourth of a hin of oil. 5 You
must also offer with the burnt offering,
or for the sacrifice, one-fourth of a hin of
wine for the drink offering for each lamb.
6 If you are offering a ram, you must pre-
pare as a grain offering two-tenths of an
ephah of fine flour mixed with a third of
a hin of oil. 7 For the drink offering, you
must offer a third of a hin of wine. It will
produce a sweet aroma for Yahweh. 8

When you prepare a bull as a burnt offer-
ing or as a sacrifice to fulfill a vow, or as a
fellowship offering to Yahweh, 9 then you
must offer with the bull a grain offering
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of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour
mixedwith half a hin of oil. 10 Youmust of-
fer as the drink offering half a hin of wine,
as an offering made by fire, to produce a
sweet aroma for Yahweh.
11 It must be done this way for each bull,
for each ram, and for each of the male
lambs or young goats. 12 Every sacrifice
that you prepare and offer must be done
as described here. 13 All who are native-
born Israelites must do these things in
this way, when anyone brings an offering
made by fire, to produce an aroma that
is pleasing to Yahweh. 14 If a foreigner
is staying with you, or whoever may live
among you throughout your people’s gen-
erations, he must make an offering made
by fire, to produce a sweet aroma for Yah-
weh. Hemust act as you act. 15 Theremust
be the same law for the community and
for the foreigner who stays with you, a
permanent law throughout your people’s
generations. As you are, so also must be
the traveler staying with you. Hemust act
as you act before Yahweh. 16 The same law
and decree must apply to you and to the
foreigner who is staying with you.’”
17 Again Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
18 ”Speak to the people of Israel and say
to them, ’When you come into the land
where I will take you, 19 when you eat the
food produced in the land, you must offer
an offering and present it to me. 20 From
the first of your dough you must offer a
loaf to raise it up as a raised offering from
the threshing floor. Youmust raise it up in
this way. 21 You must give to me a raised
offering throughout your people’s genera-
tions from the first of your dough.
22 You will sometimes sin without intend-
ing to do so, when you do not obey all
these commands that I have spoken to
Moses— 23 everything that I have com-
manded you through Moses from the day
that I began to give you commands and

onward throughout your people’s genera-
tions. 24 In the case of unintentional sin
without the community’s knowledge, then
all the community must offer one young
bull as a burnt offering to produce a sweet
aroma for Yahweh. Along with this must
be made a grain offering and drink of-
fering, as commanded by the decree, and
one male goat as a sin offering. 25 The
priest must make atonement for all the
community of the people of Israel. They
will be forgiven because the sin was an er-
ror. They have brought their sacrifice, an
offering made by fire to me. They have
brought their sin offering before me for
their error. 26 Then all the community of
the people of Israel will be forgiven, and
also the foreigners who are staying with
them, because all the people committed
the sin unintentionally.

27 If a person sins unintentionally, then he
must offer a female goat a year old as a sin
offering. 28 The priest must make atone-
ment before Yahweh for the person who
sins unintentionally. That person will be
forgiven when atonement has been made.
29 Youmust have the same law for the one
who does anything unintentionally, the
same law for the one who is native born
among the people of Israel and for the
foreigners who are staying among them.
30 But the person who does anything in
defiance, whether he is native born or a
foreigner, blasphemes me. That person
must be cut off from among his people.
31 Because he has despised my word and
has broken my commandment, that per-
son must be cut off completely. His sin
will be on him.’”

32 While the people of Israel were in the
wilderness, they found a man gathering
wood on the Sabbath day. 33 Those who
found him brought him to Moses, Aaron,
and all the community. 34 They kept him
in custody because it had not been de-
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clared what should be done with him. 35

Then Yahweh said to Moses, “The man
must surely be put to death. All the com-
munity must stone him with stones out-
side the camp.” 36 So all the community
brought him outside the camp and stoned
him to death as Yahweh had commanded
Moses.
37 Again Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
38 ”Speak to the descendants of Israel and
command them to make for themselves
tassels to hang from the borders of their
garments, to hang them from each border
by a blue cord. Theymust do this through-
out their people’s generations. 39 It will
be a special reminder to you, when you
may look at it, of all my commandments,
to carry them out so that you do not look
to your own heart and your own eyes and
prostitute yourselves to them. 40 Do this
so that you may call to mind and obey all
my commandments, and so that you may
be holy, reserved forme, your God. 41 I am
Yahweh your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, to become your God. I
am Yahweh your God.”

Chapter 16
1 Now Korah son of Izhar son of Kohath
son of Levi, along with Dathan and Abi-
ram sons of Eliab, andOn son of Peleth, de-
scendants of Reuben, gathered some men.
2 They rose up against Moses, along with
other men from the people of Israel, two
hundred and fifty leaders of the commu-
nity who were well-known members in
the community. 3 They assembled them-
selves together to confront Moses and
Aaron. They said to them, “You have
gone too far! All the community is set
apart, every one of them, and Yahweh is
among them. Why do you lift up your-
selves above the rest of Yahweh’s commu-
nity?”

4 When Moses heard that, he lay face-
down. 5 He spoke to Korah and to all those
with him, ”In the morning Yahweh will
make knownwho belongs to him andwho
is set apart to him. He will bring that per-
son near to him. The one he chooses he
will bring near to himself. 6 Do this, Ko-
rah and all your group. Take censers 7 to-
morrow and put fire and incense in them
before Yahweh. The one whom Yahweh
chooses, that man will be set apart to Yah-
weh. You have gone too far, you descen-
dants of Levi.” 8 Again, Moses said to Ko-
rah, ”Now listen, you descendants of Levi:
9 is it a small thing for you that the God of
Israel has separated you from the commu-
nity of Israel, to bring you near to himself,
to do work in Yahweh’s tabernacle, and
to stand before the community to serve
them? 10 He has brought you near, and
all your kinfolk, the descendants of Levi,
with you, yet you are seeking the priest-
hood also! 11 That is why you and all your
group have gathered together against Yah-
weh. So why are you complaining about
Aaron, who obeys Yahweh?”

12 Then Moses called for Dathan and Abi-
ram, the sons of Eliab, but they said, ”We
will not come up. 13 Is it a small thing that
you have brought us up out of a land flow-
ing with milk and honey, to kill us in the
wilderness? Now you want to make your-
self ruler over us! 14 In addition, you have
not brought us into a land flowing with
milk and honey, or given us the fields and
vineyards as an inheritance. Now do you
want to blind us with empty promises?
We will not come to you.”

15 Moses was very angry and said to Yah-
weh, “Do not respect their offering. I
have not taken one donkey from them,
and I have not harmed any of them.” 16

Then Moses said to Korah, ”Tomorrow
you and all your company must go be-
fore Yahweh—you and they, and Aaron.
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17 Each of you must take his censer and
put incense in it. Then each man must
bring before Yahweh his censer, two hun-
dred and fifty censers. You and Aaron,
also, must each bring your censer.” 18

So every man took his censer, put fire in
it, laid incense in it, and stood at the en-
trance to the tent of meeting with Moses
and Aaron. 19 Korah assembled all the
community against Moses and Aaron at
the entrance to the tent of meeting, and
Yahweh’s glory appeared to all the com-
munity.

20 Then Yahweh spoke to Moses and
to Aaron: 21 “Separate yourselves from
among this community that I may con-
sume them immediately.” 22 Moses and
Aaron lay facedown and said, “God, the
God of the spirits of all humanity, if one
man sins, must you be angry with all the
community?” 23 Yahweh replied toMoses.
He said, 24 “Speak to the community. Say,
‘Get away from the tents of Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram.’ ”

25 ThenMoses rose up andwent to Dathan
and Abiram; the elders of Israel followed
him. 26 He spoke to the community and
said, “Now leave the tents of these wicked
men and touch nothing of theirs, or you
will be consumed by all their sins.” 27

So the community on every side of the
tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram left
them. Dathan and Abiram came out and
stood at the entrance to their tents, with
their wives, sons, and their little ones. 28

Then Moses said, ”By this you will know
that Yahweh has sent me to do all these
works, for I have not done them of my
own accord. 29 If these men die a natu-
ral death such as normally happens, then
Yahweh has not sent me. 30 But if Yah-
weh creates something new, and the earth
opens its mouth and swallows them, with
everything that they possess, and they go
down alive into Sheol, then you must un-

derstand that these men have despised
Yahweh.”
31 As soon as Moses finished speaking all
these words, the ground opened under
those men. 32 The earth opened its mouth
and swallowed them, their families, and
all the people who belonged to Korah, as
well as all their possessions. 33 So they
and all that they possessed went down
alive into Sheol. The earth closed over
them, and they perished from among the
community. 34 All Israel around them
fled from their cries. They exclaimed,
“The earth may swallow us up also!” 35

Then fire flashed out fromYahweh and de-
voured the 250 men who had offered in-
cense.
36 Again Yahweh spoke to Moses and said,
37 ”Speak to Eleazar son of Aaron the
priest and let him take up the censers out
of the flames, for the censers are set apart
to me. Then let him scatter the burning
coals at a distance. 38 Take the censers of
those who lost their lives because of their
sin. Let them be made into hammered
plates as a covering over the altar. Those
men did offer them beforeme, so they are
set apart to me. They will be a sign of my
presence to the people of Israel.”
39 Eleazar the priest took the bronze
censers that had been used by the men
who were burned up, and they were ham-
mered out into a covering for the altar, 40
to be a reminder to the people of Israel, so
that no outsider who was not descended
from Aaron should come up to burn in-
cense before Yahweh, so they might not
become like Korah and his group—just as
Yahweh had commanded throughMoses.
41 But the nextmorning all the community
of the people of Israel complained against
Moses and Aaron. They said, “You have
killed Yahweh’s people.” 42 Then it hap-
pened, when the community had assem-
bled against Moses and Aaron, that they
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looked toward the tent of meeting and, be-
hold, the cloud was covering it. Yahweh’s
glory appeared, 43 and Moses and Aaron
came to the front of the tent of meeting.
44 Then Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said,
45 “Go away from in front of this commu-
nity so that I may consume them immedi-
ately.” Then Moses and Aaron lay down
with their faces to the ground. 46 Moses
said to Aaron, “Take the censer, put fire
in it from off the altar, put incense in it,
carry it quickly to the community, and
make atonement for them, because anger
is coming from Yahweh. The plague has
begun.” 47 So Aaron did as Moses di-
rected. He ran into the middle of the com-
munity. The plague had quickly started
to spread among the people, so he put in
the incense and made atonement for the
people. 48 Aaron stood between the dead
and the living; in this way the plague was
stopped. 49 Those who died by the plague
were 14,700 in number, besides thosewho
had died in the matter of Korah. 50 Aaron
returned to Moses at the entrance to the
tent of meeting, and the plague ended.

Chapter 17
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses. He said, 2

”Speak to the people of Israel and get staffs
from them, one for each ancestral tribe,
twelve staffs. Write each man’s name on
his staff. 3 You must write Aaron’s name
on Levi’s staff. There must be one staff
for each leader from his ancestors’ tribe.
4 You must place the staffs in the tent of
meeting in front of the covenant decrees,
where I meet with you. 5 It will happen
that the staff of the man whom I choose
will bud. I will cause the complaints from
the people of Israel to stop, which they are
speaking against you.” 6 So Moses spoke
to the people of Israel. All the tribal lead-
ers gave him staffs, one staff from each

leader, selected from each of the ancestral
tribes, twelve staffs in all. Aaron’s staff
was among them. 7 Then Moses deposited
the staffs before Yahweh in the tent of the
covenant decrees.
8 The next day Moses went into the tent of
the covenant decrees and, behold, Aaron’s
staff for the tribe of Levi had budded. It
grew buds and produced blossoms and
ripe almonds! 9 Moses brought out all the
staffs from before Yahweh to all the peo-
ple of Israel, and each man took his staff.
10 Yahweh said toMoses, “Put Aaron’s staff
in front of the covenant decrees. Keep it
as a sign of guilt against the people who
rebelled so that you may end complaints
against me, or they will die.” 11 Moses did
just as Yahweh had commanded him.
12 The people of Israel spoke to Moses
and said, ”We will die here. We will all
perish! 13 Everyone who comes up, who
approaches Yahweh’s tabernacle, will die.
Must we all perish?”

Chapter 18
1 Yahweh said to Aaron, ”You, your sons,
and your ancestor’s clan will be responsi-
ble for all sins committed against the sanc-
tuary. But only you and your sons with
you will be responsible for all sins com-
mitted by anyone in the priesthood. 2 As
for your fellow members of the tribe of
Levi, your ancestors’ tribe, youmust bring
them with you so they may join you and
help youwhen you and your sons serve in
front of the tent of the covenant decrees.
3 They must serve you and the whole tent.
However, theymust not come near to any-
thing in the holy place or connected with
the altar, or they and also you will die. 4

They must join you and take care of the
tent ofmeeting, for all thework connected
with the tent. A foreigner must not come
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near you. 5 You must take responsibility
for the holy place and for the altar so that
my anger does not come on the people of
Israel again. 6 Look, I myself have chosen
your fellow members of the Levites from
among the descendants of Israel. They
are a gift to you, given to me to do the
work connected to the tent of meeting. 7

But only you and your sons may exercise
the priesthood regarding everything con-
nected with the altar and everything in-
side the curtain. You yourselves must ful-
fill those responsibilities. I am giving you
the priesthood as a gift. Any foreigner
who approaches must be put to death.”

8 Then Yahweh said to Aaron, ”Look, I
have given you the duty of handling the
offerings raised up to me, and all the holy
offerings that the people of Israel give to
me. I have given these offerings to you
and your sons as your ongoing share. 9

This will belong to you from themost holy
things that is kept from the fire. From
every offering of theirs—every grain of-
fering, every sin offering, and every guilt
offering—they are set apart to you and to
your sons. 10 These offerings are very
holy; every male must eat it, for they are
holy to you. 11 These are the offerings that
will belong to you, set apart out of all their
gifts of the wave offerings of the people of
Israel. I have given them to you, your sons,
and your daughters, as your portion for-
ever. Everyonewho is ceremonially clean
in your family may eat any of these offer-
ings. 12 All the best of the oil, all the
best of the new wine and grain, the first-
fruits that the people give tome—all these
things I have given to you. 13 The first ripe
produce of all that is in their land, which
they bring to me, will be yours. Everyone
who is clean in your family may eat these
things. 14 Every devoted thing in Israel
will be yours. 15 Everything that opens
the womb, all the firstborn which the peo-
ple offer to Yahweh, both of man and ani-

mal, will be yours. Nevertheless, the peo-
ple must certainly buy back every first-
born son, and theymust buy back the first-
born male of unclean animals. 16 Those
that are to be bought back by the peo-
ple must be bought back after becoming
one month old. Then the people may buy
them back, for the price of five shekels,
by the standard weight of the sanctuary
shekel, which equals twenty gerahs. 17

But the firstborn of a cow, or the firstborn
of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat—you
must not buy back these animals; they
are set apart to me. You must sprinkle
their blood on the altar and burn their
fat as an offering made by fire, an aroma
pleasing to Yahweh. 18 Their meat will
be yours. Like the raised breast and the
right thigh, their meat will be yours. 19

All the holy offerings that the people of
Israel present to Yahweh, I have given to
you, and to your sons and to your daugh-
ters with you, as a continual share. It is
an everlasting covenant of salt, a binding
covenant forever, before Yahweh for both
you and your descendants with you.” 20

Yahweh said to Aaron, ”You will have no
inheritance in the people’s land, nor will
you have any share of property among the
people. I am your share and inheritance
among the people of Israel.

21 To the descendants of Levi, look, I have
given all the tithes in Israel as their inher-
itance in return for the service that they
provide in working at the tent of meeting.
22 From now on the people of Israel must
not come near the tent of meeting, or they
will be responsible for this sin and die. 23

The Levites must do the work connected
to the tent ofmeeting. Theywill be respon-
sible for any sin regarding it. Thiswill be a
permanent law throughout your people’s
generations. Among the people of Israel
they must have no inheritance. 24 For the
tithes of the people of Israel, which they of-
fer as a contribution tome—it is these that
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I have given to the Levites as their inher-
itance. That is why I said to them, ‘They
must have no inheritance among the peo-
ple of Israel.’”
25 Yahweh spoke toMoses and said, 26 ”You
must speak to the Levites and say to them,
’When you receive from the people of Is-
rael the tenth that I have given to you
from them for your inheritance, you will
present a contribution from it to Yahweh,
a tenth of the tithe. 27 Your contribution
must be considered by you as if it were
a tenth of the grain from the threshing
floor or of the production from the wine-
press. 28 So you also must make a con-
tribution to Yahweh from all the tithes
that you receive from the people of Israel.
From themyoumust give his contribution
to Aaron the priest. 29 Out of all the gifts
you receive, you must make every contri-
bution to Yahweh. You must do this from
all the best and theholiest things that have
been given to you.’ 30 Therefore youmust
say to them, ’When you present the best of
it, then it must be credited to the Levites
as the product from the threshing floor
and the winepress. 31 Youmay eat the rest
of your gifts in any place, you and your
families, because it is your pay in return
for your work in the tent of meeting. 32

You will not incur any guilt by eating and
drinking it, if you have presented to Yah-
weh the best of what you have received.
But you must not profane the holy offer-
ings of the people of Israel, or you will
die.’”

Chapter 19
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and Aaron. He
said, 2 ”This is a statute, a law which I
am commanding you: Say to the people
of Israel that they must bring to you a red
heiferwithout flawor blemish, andwhich

has never carried a yoke. 3 Give the heifer
to Eleazar the priest. He must bring it out-
side the camp, and someone must kill it
in front of him. 4 Eleazar the priest must
take some of its blood with his finger and
sprinkle it seven times toward the front of
the tent of meeting. 5 Another priest must
burn the heifer in his sight. He must burn
its hide, flesh, and its blood with its dung.
6 The priest must take cedarwood, hyssop,
and scarlet wool, and throw it all into the
middle of the burning heifer. 7 Then he
must wash his clothes and bathe in water.
Then he may come into the camp, where
he will remain unclean until the evening.
8 The one who has burned the heifer must
wash his clothes in water and bathe in
water. He will remain unclean until the
evening. 9 Someone who is clean must
gather up the heifer’s ashes and put them
outside the camp in a clean place. These
ashes must be kept for the community of
the people of Israel. They will mix the
asheswithwater for purification from sin,
since the ashes were from a sin offering.
10 The onewho gathered the heifer’s ashes
must wash his clothes. He will remain un-
clean until the evening. This will be a per-
manent law for the people of Israel and
the foreigners who stay with them.

11 Whoever touches the dead body of any
man will be unclean for seven days. 12

Such a person must purify himself on the
third day and on the seventh day. Then he
will be clean. But if he does not purify him-
self the third day, then hewill not be clean
on the seventh day. 13 Whoever touches a
dead person, the body of a man who has
died, and does not purify himself—this
person defiles Yahweh’s tabernacle. That
personmust be cut off from Israel because
the water for impurity was not sprinkled
on him. He will remain unclean; his un-
cleanness will remain on him.

14 This is the law for when someone dies
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in a tent. Everyone who goes into the
tent and everyone who is already in the
tent will be unclean for seven days. 15

Every open container with no cover be-
comes unclean. 16 Similarly, anyone out-
side a tent who touches someone who has
been killed with a sword, any other dead
body, a human bone, or a grave—that per-
son will be unclean for seven days. 17

Do this for the unclean person: Take some
ashes from the burnt sin offering andmix
them in a jarwith freshwater. 18 Someone
who is clean must then take hyssop, dip it
in the water, and sprinkle it on the tent,
on all the containers inside the tent, on
the persons who were there, and on any-
one who touched the bone, the one who
was killed, the one who died, or the grave.
19 On the third day and on the seventh
day, the clean person must sprinkle the
unclean person. On the seventh day the
unclean person must purify himself. He
must wash his clothes and bathe in water.
At evening he will become clean.
20 But anyone who remains unclean, who
refuses to purify himself—that person
will be cut off from the community, be-
cause he has defiled Yahweh’s sanctuary.
Thewater for impurity has not been sprin-
kled on him; he remains unclean. 21 This
will be an ongoing law concerning these
situations. The one who sprinkles the wa-
ter for impurity must wash his clothes.
The one who touches the water for impu-
rity will become unclean until evening. 22
Whatever the unclean person toucheswill
become unclean. The personwho touches
it will become unclean until evening.”

Chapter 20
1 So the people of Israel, thewhole commu-
nity, went into the wilderness of Zin in the
first month; they stayed at Kadesh. There
Miriam died and was buried.

2 There was no water for the community,
so they assembled together against Moses
and Aaron. 3 The people complained
against Moses. They said, ”It would have
been better if we had died when our fel-
low Israelites died in front of Yahweh! 4

Why have you brought Yahweh’s commu-
nity into this wilderness to die here, we
and our animals? 5 Why did you make us
come up out of Egypt to bring us to this
horrible place? Here there is no seed, figs,
vines, or pomegranates, and there is no
water to drink.” 6 So Moses and Aaron
went away from in front of the assembly.
They went to the entrance of the tent of
meeting and lay facedown. There Yah-
weh’s brilliant glory appeared to them. 7

Yahweh spoke to Moses and said, 8 “Take
the staff and assemble the community,
you, andAaron your brother. Speak to the
rock before their eyes, and command it to
flow with water. You will produce water
for them out of that rock, and you must
give it to the community and their cattle
to drink.” 9 Moses took the staff from be-
fore Yahweh, as Yahweh had commanded
him to do.

10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the as-
sembly together before the rock. Moses
said to them, “Listen now, you rebels.
Must we bring water out of this rock for
you?” 11 Then Moses raised his hand and
struck the rock twice with his staff, and
much water came out. The community
drank, and their cattle drank. 12 Then
Yahweh said to Moses and Aaron, “Be-
cause you did not trust me or honor me
as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel,
you will not bring this assembly into the
land I have given them.” 13 This place was
called the waters of Meribah because the
people of Israel had quarreled with Yah-
weh there, and he showed himself to them
as holy.

14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh
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to the king of Edom: Your brother Israel
says this: ”You know all the difficulties
that have happened to us. 15 You know
that our ancestors went down to Egypt
and lived in Egypt a long time. The Egyp-
tians treated us harshly and also our an-
cestors. 16 When we called out to Yahweh,
he heard our voice and sent an angel and
brought us out of Egypt. Look, we are in
Kadesh, a city on the border of your land.
17 I am asking you to let us pass through
your land. We will not pass through field
or vineyard, nor will we drink the water
in your wells. We will go along the king’s
highway. We will not turn aside to the
right hand or to the left until we have
passed your border.” 18 But the king of
Edom replied to him, “You may not pass
through here. If you do, I will come with
the sword to attack you.” 19 Then the peo-
ple of Israel said to him, “We will go along
the highway. If we or our livestock drink
your water, we will pay for it. Just let
us walk through on foot, without doing
anything else.” 20 But the king of Edom
replied, “You may not pass through.” So
the king of Edom came against Israel with
a strong hand with many soldiers. 21 The
king of Edom refused to allow Israel to
cross over their border. Because of this, Is-
rael turned away from the land of Edom.

22 So the people journeyed from Kadesh.
The people of Israel, the whole commu-
nity, came to Mount Hor. 23 Yahweh spoke
to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor, on
Edom’s border. He said, 24 ”Aaronmust be
gathered to his people, for he will not en-
ter the land that I have given to the people
of Israel. This is because youboth rebelled
against myword at the waters of Meribah.
25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and
bring them up to Mount Hor. 26 Take
Aaron’s priestly garments off him and put
them on Eleazar his son. Aaron must die
and be gathered to his people there.” 27

Moses did as Yahweh commanded. They

went up Mount Hor in the sight of all
the community. 28 Moses took Aaron’s
priestly garments off him and put them
on Eleazar his son. Aaron died there on
the top of the mountain. Then Moses and
Eleazar came down. 29 When all the com-
munity saw that Aaron was dead, the en-
tire nationwept for Aaron for thirty days.

Chapter 21
1 When the Canaanite king of Arad, who
lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was
traveling by the road to Atharim, he
fought against Israel and took some of
them captive. 2 Israel vowed to Yahweh
and said, “If you give us victory over these
people, then we will completely destroy
their cities.” 3 Yahweh listened to Israel’s
voice and he gave them victory over the
Canaanites. They completely destroyed
them and their cities. That place was
called Hormah.
4 They traveled from Mount Hor by the
road to the Sea of Reeds to go around
the land of Edom. The people became
very discouraged on the way. 5 The peo-
ple spoke against God and Moses: “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? There is no bread,
no water, and we hate this miserable
food.” 6 Then Yahweh sent poisonous
snakes among the people. The snakes bit
the people; many people died. 7 The peo-
ple came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned because we have spoken against
Yahweh and you. Pray to Yahweh for him
to take the snakes away from us.” So
Moses prayed for the people. 8 Yahweh
said to Moses, “Make a snake and attach
it to a pole. It will happen that everyone
who is bitten will survive, if he looks at it.”
9 So Moses made a bronze snake and at-
tached it to a pole. When a snake bit any

32



Numbers

person, if he looked at the bronze snake,
he survived.
10 Then the people of Israel traveled on
and camped at Oboth. 11 They traveled
from Oboth and camped at Iye Abarim in
thewilderness that facesMoab toward the
east. 12 From there they traveled on and
camped in the Valley of Zered. 13 From
there they traveled on and camped on the
other side of the Arnon River, which is
in the wilderness that extends from the
border of the Amorites. The Arnon River
forms the border of Moab, between Moab
and the Amorites. 14 That is why it says
in the scroll of the Wars of Yahweh,

”…Waheb in Suphah, and the valleys of
the Arnon,

15 the slope of the valleys that lead to-
ward the town of Ar

and lie along the border of Moab.”
16 From there they traveled to Beer, the
well where Yahweh said toMoses, “Gather
the people together for me to give them
water.”
17 Then Israel sang this song:

”Spring up, well!

Sing about it,
18 about the well that our leaders dug,

the well the nobles of the people dug,

with the scepter and their staffs.”

Then from the wilderness they traveled
to Mattanah. 19 From Mattanah they
traveled to Nahaliel, and from Nahaliel to
Bamoth, 20 and from Bamoth to a valley in
the land of Moab. That is where the top of
Mount Pisgah looks down on the wilder-
ness.
21 Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon
king of the Amorites saying, 22 “Let us
pass through your land. We will not turn
into any field or vineyard. We will not

drink the water from your wells. We will
travel by the king’s highway until we have
crossed your border.” 23 But King Sihon
would not allow Israel to pass through
their border. Instead, Sihon gathered all
his army together and attacked Israel in
the wilderness. He came to Jahaz, where
he fought against Israel. 24 Israel attacked
the army of Sihon with the edge of the
sword and took their land from the Arnon
to the Jabbok river, as far as the land of
the people of Ammon. Now the border of
the people of Ammon was fortified. 25 Is-
rael took all the Amorite cities and lived in
all of them, including Heshbon and all of
its villages. 26 Heshbon was the city of Si-
hon king of the Amorites, who had fought
against the former king of Moab. Sihon
had taken all his land from his territory
to the Arnon River. 27 That is why those
who speak in proverbs say,

”Come to Heshbon.

Let the city of Sihon be rebuilt and es-
tablished again.

28 A fire blazed from Heshbon,

a flame from the city of Sihon

that devoured Ar of Moab,

and the owners of the high places of
Arnon.

29 Woe to you, Moab!

You have perished, people of Chemosh.

He has made his sons to be fugitives

and his daughters to be prisoners

of Sihon king of the Amorites.
30 But we have conquered Sihon. Hesh-

bon is devastated all the way to Dibon.

We have defeated them all the way to
Nophah,

which reaches to Medeba.”
31 So Israel began to live in the Amorites’
land. 32 Then Moses sent men to look at
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Jazer. They took its villages and drove out
the Amorites who were there.
33 Then they turned and went up by the
road of Bashan. Og king of Bashan went
out against them, he and all his army, to
fight them at Edrei. 34 Then Yahweh said
toMoses, “Do not fear him, because I have
given you victory over him, all his army,
and his land. Do to himas you did to Sihon
king of the Amorites, who lived at Hesh-
bon.” 35 So they killed him, his sons, and
all his army, until none of his people were
left alive. Then they took over his land.

Chapter 22
1 The people of Israel traveled on until
they camped in the plains of Moab near
Jericho, on the other side of the Jordan
River from the city.
2 Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel
had done to the Amorites. 3 Moab was
very afraid of the people because they
were many, andMoab was in terror of the
people of Israel. 4 The king ofMoab said to
the elders of Midian, “This multitude will
eat up all that is around us as an ox eats
up the grass in a field.” Now Balak son of
Zippor was king of Moab at that time. 5

He sentmessengers to Balaam son of Beor,
at Pethor which is by the Euphrates River,
in the land of his nation and his people.
He called him and said, ”Look, a nation
has come here fromEgypt. They cover the
face of the earth and they are right now
next to me. 6 So please come now and
curse this nation for me, because they are
too strong forme. Perhaps then I canman-
age to attack them and drive them out of
the land. I know that whomever you bless
will be blessed, and whomever you curse
will be cursed.”
7 So the elders of Moab and the elders
of Midian left, taking payment for divina-

tion. They came to Balaam and spoke to
him Balak’s words. 8 Balaam said to them,
“Stay here tonight. I will bring you what
Yahweh says to me.” So the leaders of
Moab stayed with Balaam that night. 9

God came to Balaam and said, “Who are
these men who came to you?” 10 Balaam
answered God, ”Balak son of Zippor, king
of Moab, has sent them to me. He said,
11 ‘Look, the people who have come from
Egypt cover the surface of my land. Now
come and curse them for me. Perhaps I
will manage to fight them and drive them
out.’” 12 God replied to Balaam, “Youmust
not gowith thosemen. Youmust not curse
the people of Israel because they have
been blessed.” 13 Balaam rose up in the
morning and said to Balak’s leaders, “Go
back to your land because Yahweh refuses
to allowme to go with you.” 14 So the lead-
ers of Moab left and went back to Balak.
They said, “Balaam refused to come with
us.”

15 Balak sent again more leaders who
were even more honored than the first
group. 16 They came to Balaam and said to
him, ”Balak son of Zippor says this, ’Please
let nothing stop you from coming tome, 17
because I will pay you extremely well and
give you great honor, and I will do what-
ever you tell me to do. So please come and
curse this people for me.’” 18 Balaam an-
swered and said to Balak’s men, ”Even if
Balak would give me his palace full of sil-
ver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word
of Yahweh, my God, and do less or more
thanwhat he tells me. 19 Now then, please
wait here tonight too, so that I may learn
anything further that Yahweh says to me.”
20 God came to Balaam at night and said to
him, “Since these men have come to sum-
mon you, get up and go with them. But
only do what I tell you to do.”

21 Balaam got up in the morning, saddled
his donkey, and went with the leaders of
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Moab. 22 But because hewent, God’s anger
was kindled. The angel of Yahweh placed
himself in the road as someone hostile to
Balaam, who was riding on his donkey.
Balaam’s two servants were alsowith him.
23 The donkey saw the angel of Yahweh
standing in the roadwithhis drawn sword
in his hand. The donkey turned off the
road and went into a field. Balaam struck
the donkey to turn her back to the road.
24 Then the angel of Yahweh stood in a
narrow part of the road between some
vineyards, with a wall on his right side
and another wall on his left side. 25 The
donkey saw the angel of Yahweh again.
She went against the wall and pinned Bal-
aam’s foot against it. Balaam struck her
again. 26 The angel of Yahweh went fur-
ther and stood in another narrow place
where there was no way to turn to either
side. 27 The donkey saw the angel of Yah-
weh, and she lay downunder Balaam. Bal-
aam’s anger was kindled, and he struck
the donkeywith his staff. 28 Then Yahweh
opened the donkey’s mouth so she could
talk. She said to Balaam, “What have I
done to you that induced you to strike me
these three times?” 29 Balaam replied to
the donkey, “It was because you acted so
stupidly with me. I wish there were a
sword in my hand. If there were, by now
I would have killed you.” 30 The donkey
said to Balaam, “Am not I your donkey on
which you have ridden all your life long to
this present day? Have I ever been in the
habit of doing such things to you before?”
Balaam said, “No.”

31 Then Yahweh opened Balaam’s eyes,
and he saw the angel of Yahweh stand-
ing in the road with his drawn sword in
his hand. Balaam lowered his head and
lay facedown. 32 The angel of Yahweh
said to him, ”Why have you struck your
donkey these three times? Look, I have
come as someone hostile to you because
your actions before me have been wicked.

33 The donkey saw me and turned away
from me these three times. If she had not
turned away from me, I would certainly
have killed you and spared her life.” 34

Balaam said to the angel of Yahweh, “I
have sinned. I did not know that you stood
against me in the road. So now, if it is dis-
pleasing to you, I will turn back.” 35 But
the angel of Yahweh said to Balaam, “Go
on aheadwith themen. But youmust only
speak the words that I tell you.” So Bal-
aam went with the leaders of Balak.
36 When Balak heard that Balaam had
come, he went out to meet him at a city in
Moab at the Arnon, which is on the bor-
der. 37 Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not
send men to you to summon you? Why
did you not come to me? Am I not able to
honor you?” 38 Then Balaam replied to
Balak, “See, I have come to you. Do I now
have any power to say anything? I can
only say the words that God puts into my
mouth.” 39 Balaam went with Balak, and
they arrived at Kiriath Huzoth. 40 Then
Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep and gave
somemeat to Balaam and the leaders who
were with him.
41 In the morning, Balak took Balaam up
to the high place of Baal. From there Bal-
aam could see only a part of the Israelites
in their camp.

Chapter 23
1 Balaam said to Balak, “Build seven altars
here for me and prepare seven bulls and
seven rams.” 2 So Balak did as Balaam re-
quested. Then Balak and Balaam offered
a bull and a ramon every altar. 3 ThenBal-
aam said to Balak, “Stand at your burnt of-
fering and I will go. Perhaps Yahweh will
come to meet me. Whatever he shows me
I will tell you.” So he went away to a hill-
top with no trees. 4 While he was on the
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hilltop, God met him, and Balaam said to
him, “I have built seven altars, and I have
offeredup abull and a ramon each one.” 5

Yahweh put a message in Balaam’s mouth
and said, “Return to Balak and speak to
him.” 6 So Balaam returned to Balak, who
was standing by his burnt offering, and all
the leaders of Moab were with him. 7

Then Balaam began to speak his prophecy
and said,

”Balak has brought me from Aram,

the king of Moab from the eastern
mountains.

‘Come, curse Jacob for me,’ he said.

‘Come, defy Israel.’
8 How can I curse those whom God has

not cursed?

Howcan I oppose thosewhomYahweh
does not oppose?

9 For from the top of the rocks I see him;

from the hills I look at him.

See, there is a people who live alone

and do not consider themselves as
just an ordinary nation.

10 Who can count the dust of Jacob

or number even only one-fourth of
Israel?

Let me die the death of a righteous per-
son,

and let my life’s end be like his!”
11 Balak said to Balaam, “What have you
done to me? I brought you to curse my en-
emies, but look, you have blessed them.”
12 Balaam answered and said, “Should I
not be careful to say only what Yahweh
puts in my mouth?”
13 So Balak said to him, “Please come with
me to another place where you can see
them. You will only see the nearest of
them, not all of them. There youwill curse

them for me.” 14 So he took Balaam into
the field of Zophim, to the top of Mount
Pisgah, and built sevenmore altars. He of-
fered up a bull and a ram on each altar.
15 Then Balaam said to Balak, “Stand here
by your burnt offering, while I meet with
Yahweh over there.” 16 So Yahweh met
Balaam and put a message in his mouth.
He said, “Return to Balak and give him
my message.” 17 Balaam returned to him,
and look, he was standing by his burnt
offering, and the leaders of Moab were
with him. Then Balak said to him, “What
has Yahweh said?” 18 Balaam began his
prophecy. He said,

”Rise up, Balak, and hear.

Listen to me, you son of Zippor.
19 God is not a man, that he should lie,

Or a human being, that he should
change his mind.

Has he promised anything without do-
ing it?

Has he said he would do something
without carrying it out? 20 Look, I have
been commanded to bless.

God has given a blessing, and I cannot
reverse it.

21 He has seen no hardship in Jacob

or trouble in Israel.

Yahweh their God is with them,

and shouts for their king are among
them. 22 God brought them out of Egypt

with strength like that of a wild ox.
23 There is no sorcery thatworks against

Jacob,

and no fortune-telling harms Israel.

Instead, it must be said about Jacob and
Israel,

‘Look what God has done!’
24 Look, the people rise like a lioness,
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as a lion emerges and attacks.

He does not lie down until he eats his
victim

and drinks the blood of what he has
killed.”
25 Then Balak said to Balaam, “Do not
curse them or bless them at all.” 26 But
Balaam answered and said to Balak, “Did
I not tell you that I must say all that Yah-
weh tells me to say?” 27 So Balak replied
to Balaam, “Come now, I will take you to
another place. Perhaps it will please God
for you to curse them there for me.” 28

So Balak took Balaam to the top of Mount
Peor, which looks downon thewilderness.
29 Balaam said to Balak, “Build me seven
altars here and prepare seven bulls and
seven rams.” 30 So Balak did as Balaam
had said; he offered up a bull and a ram
on each altar.

Chapter 24
1 When Balaam saw that it pleased Yah-
weh to bless Israel, he did not go, as at
the other times, to use sorcery. Instead,
he looked toward the wilderness. 2 He
raised his eyes and saw that Israel was
camped, each in their own tribe, and the
Spirit of God came on him. 3 He received
this prophecy and said,

”Balaam son of Beor is about to speak,

the man whose eyes are wide open.
4 He speaks and hears God’s words.

He sees a vision from the Almighty,

Before whom he bows down with his
eyes open.

5 How beautiful are your tents, Jacob,

the place where you live, Israel!
6 Like valleys they spread out,

like gardens by the riverside,

like aloes planted by Yahweh,

like cedars beside the waters.
7 Water flows from their buckets,

and their seed is well-watered.

Their king is to be higher than Agag,

and their kingdom will be honored.
8 God brings him out of Egypt,

with strength like a wild ox.

He will eat up the nations who fight
against him.

He will break their bones to pieces.

He will shoot them with his arrows.
9 He crouches down like a lion,

like a lioness. Who dares disturb him?

May everyone who blesses him be
blessed;

may everyone who curses him be
cursed.”
10 Balak’s anger was kindled against Bal-
aam and he struck his hands together in
anger. Balak said to Balaam, ”I called you
to curse my enemies, but look, you have
blessed them three times. 11 So leave me
right now and go home. I said I would
greatly reward you, but Yahweh has kept
you fromgetting any reward.” 12 ThenBal-
aam replied to Balak, ”I said to themessen-
gers that you sent to me, 13 ‘Even if Balak
gave me his palace full of silver and gold,
I could not go beyond Yahweh’s word and
anything bad or good, or anything at all
that I might want to do. I can say only
what Yahweh tells me to say.’ Did I not
say this to them? 14 So now, look, I will go
back to my people. But first let me warn
you what this people will do to your peo-
ple in the days ahead.” 15 Balaam began
this prophecy. He said,

”Balaam son of Beor speaks,
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The man whose eyes are wide open.
16 This is a prophecy of someone who

hears words from God,

who has knowledge from the Most
High,

who has visions from the Almighty,

Before whom he bows down with open
eyes.

17 I see him, but he is not here now.

I look at him, but he is not near.

A star will come out of Jacob,

and a scepter will rise out of Israel.

He will shatter Moab’s leaders

and destroy all the descendants of
Seth.

18 Then Edomwill become a possession
of Israel,

and Seir will also become their posses-
sion,

enemies of Israel,

whom Israel will conquer with force.
19 Out of Jacob a kingwill comewhowill

have dominion,

and he will destroy the survivors of
their city.”
20 Then Balaam looked at Amalek and be-
gan his prophecy. He said,

”Amalek was once the greatest of na-
tions,

but his final end will be destruction.”
21 Then Balaam looked toward the Kenites
and began his prophecy. He said,

”The place where you live is strong,

and your nest is in the rocks.
22 Nevertheless you Kenites will be con-

sumed by fire

when Assyria carries you away cap-
tive.”
23 Then Balaam began his final prophecy.
He said,

”Woe! Whowill survive when God does
this?

24 Ships will come from the coast of Kit-
tim;

they will attack Assyria and will con-
quer Eber,

but they, too, will end in destruction.”
25 Then Balaam got up and left. He re-
turned to his home, and Balak also went
away.

Chapter 25
1 Israel stayed in Shittim, and the men be-
gan to prostitute themselves with women
of Moab, 2 for the Moabites had invited
the people to the sacrifices to their gods.
So the people ate and bowed down to
Moabite gods. 3 The men of Israel joined
in worshiping Baal of Peor, and Yahweh’s
anger was kindled against Israel. 4 Yah-
weh said to Moses, “Kill all the leaders of
the people and hang them up before me
to expose them in the daylight, so that my
fierce anger may turn away from Israel.”
5 So Moses said to Israel’s leaders, “Each
of you must execute his people who have
joined in worshiping Baal of Peor.”
6 Then one of the men of Israel came and
brought amonghis familymembers aMid-
ianite woman. This happened in the sight
of Moses and all the community of the
people of Israel, while they were weep-
ing at the entrance to the tent of meet-
ing. 7 When Phinehas son of Eleazar son
of Aaron the priest, saw that, he rose up
from among the community and took a
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spear in his hand. 8 He followed the Is-
raelite man into the tent and thrust the
spear through both of their bodies, both
the Israelite man and the woman. So a
plague that God had sent on the people
of Israel stopped. 9 Those who died by
the plague were twenty-four thousand in
number.
10 Yahweh spoke to Moses and said, 11

”Phinehas son of Eleazar son of Aaron the
priest, has turned my rage away from the
people of Israel because he was passion-
ate with my zeal among them. So I have
not consumed the people of Israel in my
fierceness. 12 Therefore say, ’Yahweh
says, ”Look, I am giving to Phinehas my
covenant of peace. 13 For him and his de-
scendants after him, it will be a covenant
of an everlasting priesthood because he
was zealous for me, his God. He has
atoned for the people of Israel.“”’
14 Now the name of the Israelite man who
was killed with the Midianite woman was
Zimri son of Salu, a leader of an ances-
tor’s family among the Simeonites. 15 The
name of the Midianite woman who was
killedwasKozbi daughter of Zur, whowas
head of a tribe and family in Midian.
16 So Yahweh spoke to Moses and said, 17
”Treat the Midianites as enemies and at-
tack them, 18 for they treated you like en-
emies with their deceitfulness. They led
you into evil in the case of Peor and in the
case of their sister Kozbi, the daughter of
a leader in Midian, who was killed on the
day of the plague in the matter of Peor.”

Chapter 26
1 It came about after the plague that Yah-
weh spoke to Moses and Eleazar son of
Aaron the priest. He said, 2 “Count all the
community of the people of Israel, from

twenty years old and up, by their ances-
tor’s families, all who are able to go to
war for Israel.” 3 So Moses and Eleazar
the priest spoke to them in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan at Jericho and said,
4 “Count the people, from twenty years
old and up, as Yahweh commandedMoses
and the people of Israel, who came out of
the land of Egypt.”
5 Reubenwas the firstborn of Israel. From
his son Hanok came the clan of the
Hanokites. From Pallu came the clan of
the Palluites. 6 From Hezron came the
clan of the Hezronites. From Karmi came
the clan of the Karmites. 7 These were the
clans of Reuben, who numbered 43,730
men. 8 Eliab was a son of Pallu. 9

Eliab’s sons were Nemuel, Dathan, and
Abiram. These were the same Dathan and
Abiram who followed Korah when they
challengedMoses and Aaron and rebelled
against Yahweh. 10 The earth opened its
mouth and swallowed them up together
with Korahwhen all his followers died. At
that time, fire devoured 250 men, who be-
came a warning sign. 11 But Korah’s line
did not die out.
12 The clans of Simeon’s descendants were
these:

Through Nemuel, the clan of the Ne-
muelites,

through Jamin, the clan of the Jaminites,

through Jakin, the clan of the Jakinites,
13 through Zerah, the clan of the Zer-

ahites,

through Shaul, the clan of the Shaulites.
14 These were the clans of Simeon’s de-
scendants, who numbered 22,200 men.
15 The clans of Gad’s descendants were
these:

Through Zephon, the clan of the Ze-
phonites,

through Haggi, the clan of the Haggites,
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through Shuni, the clan of the Shunites,
16 through Ozni, the clan of the Oznites,

through Eri, the clan of the Erites,
17 throughArod, the clan of the Arodites,

through Areli, the clan of the Arelites. 18
Thesewere the clans of Gad’s descendants,
who numbered 40,500 men.
19 Judah’s sons were Er and Onan, but
these men died in the land of Canaan. 20

The clans of Judah’s other descendants
were these:

through Shelah, the clan of the Shelan-
ites,

through Perez, the clan of the Perezites,
and

through Zerah, the clan of the Zerahites.
21 The descendants of Perez were these:

Through Hezron, the clan of the
Hezronites,

through Hamul, the clan of the
Hamulites. 22 These were the clans of Ju-
dah’s descendants, who numbered 76,500
men.
23 The clans of Issachar’s descendants
were these:

Through Tola, the clan of the Tolaites,

through Puah, the clan of the Puites, 24
through Jashub, the clan of the Jashubites,

through Shimron, the clan of the Shim-
ronites. 25 These were the clans of Is-
sachar, who numbered 64,300 men.
26 The clans of Zebulun’s descendants
were these:

Through Sered, the clan of the Seredites,

through Elon, the clan of the Elonites,

through Jahleel, the clan of the Jahleel-
ites. 27 These were the clans of the Zebulu-
nites, who numbered 60,500 men.

28 The clans of Joseph’s descendants were
Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 The descen-
dants of Manasseh were these:

throughMakir, the clan of theMakirites
(Makir was Gilead’s father),

through Gilead, the clan of the Gilea-
dites. 30 Gilead’s descendants were these:

Through Iezer, the clan of the Iezerites,

through Helek, the clan of the Helekites,
31 through Asriel, the clan of the As-

rielites,

through Shechem, the clan of the She-
chemites,

32 through Shemida, the clan of the
Shemidaites,

through Hepher, the clan of the Hep-
herites. 33 Zelophehad son of Hepher had
no sons, but only daughters. The names of
his daughterswereMahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milkah, and Tirzah. 34 These were the
clans of Manasseh, who numbered 52,700
men.
35 The clans of Ephraim’s descendants
were these:

Through Shuthelah, the clan of the
Shuthelahites,

through Beker, the clan of the Bekerites,

throughTahan, the clan of the Tahanites.
36 The descendants of Shuthelah were, by
Eran, the clan of the Eranites. 37 These
were the clans of Ephraim’s descendants,
who numbered 32,500 men. These were
Joseph’s descendants, counted in each of
their clans.
38 The clans of Benjamin’s descendants
were these:

Through Bela, the clan of the Belaites,

through Ashbel, the clan of the Ashbe-
lites,
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through Ahiram, the clan of the Ahi-
ramites,

39 through Shephupham, the clan of the
Shuphamites,

through Hupham, the clan of the
Huphamites.
40 Bela’s sons were Ard and Naaman.
From Ard came the clan of the Ardites,
and from Naaman came the clan of the
Naamites. 41 These were the clans of
Benjamin’s descendants. They numbered
45,600 men.
42 The clans of Dan’s descendants were,
by Shuham, the clans of the Shuhamites.
Thesewere the clans of Dan’s descendants.
43 All the clans of the Shuhamites num-
bered 64,400 men.
44 The clans of Asher’s descendants were
these:

Through Imnah, the clan of the Imnites,

through Ishvi, the clan of the Ishvites,

through Beriah, the clan of the Beriites.
45 The descendants of Beriah were these:

Through Heber, the clan of the
Heberites,

through Malkiel, the clan of the
Malkielites.
46 The name of Asher’s daughter was
Serah. 47 These were the clans of Asher’s
descendants, who numbered 53,400men.
48 The clans of Naphtali’s descendants
were these:

Through Jahzeel, the clan of the Jahzeel-
ites,

through Guni, the clan of the Gunites,
49 through Jezer, the clan of the Jezerites,

through Shillem, the clan of the
Shillemites.
50 These were the clans of Naphtali’s de-
scendants, who numbered 45,400 men.

51 This was the complete count of men
among the people of Israel: 601,730.
52 Yahweh spoke toMoses and said, 53 ”The
land must be divided among these men
as an inheritance according to the num-
ber of their names. 54 To the larger
clans you must give more inheritance,
and to the smaller clans youmust give less
inheritance. To every family you must
give an inheritance according to the num-
ber of men who were counted. 55 How-
ever, the land must be divided by ran-
dom lots. They must inherit the land as
it will be divided among their ancestors’
tribes. 56 Their inheritance must be di-
vided among the larger and the smaller
clans, distributed to them by random lot.”
57 The Levite clans, counted clan by clan,
were these:

Through Gershon, the clan of the Ger-
shonites,

through Kohath, the clan of the Ko-
hathites,

through Merari, the clan of the Mer-
arites.
58 The clans of Levi were these:

the clan of the Libnites,

the clan of the Hebronites,

the clan of the Mahlites,

the clan of the Mushites,

and the clan of the Korahites.

Kohath was the Amram’s ancestor. 59

The name of Amram’s wife was Jochebed,
a descendant of Levi, who was born to
Levites in Egypt. She bore to Amram
their children, who were Aaron, Moses,
and Miriam their sister. 60 To Aaron
were born Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar. 61 Nadab and Abihu died
when they offered before Yahweh unac-
ceptable fire. 62 The males who were
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counted among them numbered twenty-
three thousand, all males one month old
and up. But theywere not counted among
Israel’s descendants because no inheri-
tancewas given to themamong the people
of Israel.
63 These are the ones who were counted
by Moses and Eleazar the priest. They
counted the people of Israel in the plains
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 64

But among these there was no man who
had been counted by Moses and Aaron
the priest when the descendants of Israel
were counted in the wilderness of Sinai.
65 For Yahweh had said that all of those
people would certainly die in the wilder-
ness. There was not a man left among
them, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and
Joshua son of Nun.

Chapter 27
1 Then to Moses came the daughters of
Zelophehad son of Hepher son of Gilead
son of Machir son of Manasseh, of the
clans of Manasseh son of Joseph. These
were the names of his daughters: Mahlah,
Noah, Hoglah, Milkah, and Tirzah. 2 They
stood beforeMoses, Eleazar the priest, the
leaders, and before all the community at
the entrance to the tent of meeting. They
said, 3 ”Our father died in the wilderness.
He was not among those who conspired
against Yahweh in the company of Korah.
He died for his own sin, and he had no
sons. 4 Why should our father’s name
be taken away from among his clan mem-
bers because he had no son? Give us land
among our father’s relatives.” 5 So Moses
brought their case before Yahweh.
6 Yahweh spoke to Moses and said, 7

”Zelophehad’s daughters are speaking cor-
rectly. You must certainly give them land
as an inheritance among their father’s rel-

atives, and you must ensure that their fa-
ther’s inheritance passes on to them. 8 You
must speak to the people of Israel and say,
’If a man dies and has no son, then you
must cause his inheritance to pass to his
daughter. 9 If he has no daughter, then
youmust give his inheritance to his broth-
ers. 10 If he has no brothers, then youmust
give his inheritance to his father’s broth-
ers. 11 If his father has no brothers, then
you must give his inheritance to his near-
est relative in his clan, and hemust take it
for his own. This will be a law established
by decree for the people of Israel, as Yah-
weh has commanded me.’”

12 Yahweh said toMoses, ”Go up themoun-
tains of Abarim and look at the land that
I have given to the people of Israel. 13

After you have seen it, you, too, must be
gathered to your people, like Aaron your
brother. 14 This will happen because you
two rebelled against my command in the
wilderness of Zin. There, when the water
flowed from the rock, in your anger you
failed to honor me as holy before the eyes
of the whole community.” These are the
waters ofMeribah of Kadesh in thewilder-
ness of Zin.

15 Then Moses spoke to Yahweh and said,
16 ”May you, Yahweh, the God of the spir-
its of all humanity, appoint aman over the
community, 17 a man who may go out and
come in before them and lead them out
and bring them in, so that your commu-
nity is not like sheep that have no shep-
herd.” 18 Yahweh said to Moses, ”Take
Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom my
Spirit lives, and lay your hand on him. 19

Place him before Eleazar the priest and
before all the community, and command
him before their eyes to lead them. 20 You
must put some of your authority on him,
so that all the community of the people of
Israel may obey him. 21 He will go before
Eleazar the priest to seek my will for him
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by the decisions of the Urim. It will be at
his command that the people will go out
and come in, both he and all the people of
Israel with him, thewhole community.” 22

So Moses did as Yahweh had commanded
him. He took Joshua and placed him be-
fore Eleazar the priest and all the commu-
nity. 23 He laid his hands on him and com-
manded him to lead, as Yahweh had com-
manded him to do.

Chapter 28
1 Yahweh spoke toMoses and said, 2 ”Com-
mand the people of Israel and say to them,
‘You must offer sacrifices to me at the ap-
pointed times, the food of my offerings
made by fire to produce a sweet aroma for
me.’ 3 You must also say to them, ’This
is the offering made by fire that you must
offer to Yahweh—male lambs a year old
without blemish, two each day, as a regu-
lar burnt offering. 4 One lamb you must
offer in the morning, and the other lamb
you must offer in the evening. 5 You must
offer a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a
grain offering, mixed with one-fourth of
a hin of beaten oil. 6 This is the regu-
lar burnt offering that was commanded at
Mount Sinai to produce a sweet aroma, an
offering made by fire to Yahweh. 7 The
drink offering with it must be one-fourth
of a hin for one of the lambs. You must
pour out in the holy place a drink offer-
ing of strong drink to Yahweh. 8 The other
lamb you must offer in the evening along
with another grain offering like the one of-
fered in the morning. You must also offer
another drink offering with it, an offering
made by fire, to produce a sweet aroma
for Yahweh.
9 On the Sabbath day you must offer two
male lambs, each a year old without blem-
ish, and two-tenths of an ephah of fine

flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil,
and the drink offering with it. 10 This is to
be the burnt offering for every Sabbath, in
addition to the regular burnt offering and
the drink offering with it.

11 At the beginning of each month, you
must offer a burnt offering to Yahweh.
You must offer two young bulls, one ram,
and seven male lambs a year old with-
out blemish. 12 You must also offer three-
tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain
offering mixed with oil for each bull, and
two-tenths of fine flour as a grain offer-
ing mixed with oil for the one ram. 13 You
must also offer a tenth of an ephah of fine
flourmixedwith oil as a grain offering for
each lamb. This is to be the burnt offer-
ing, to produce a sweet aroma, an offer-
ing made by fire to Yahweh. 14 The peo-
ple’s drink offerings must be half a hin of
wine for a bull, a third of a hin for a ram,
and one-fourth of a hin for a lamb. This is
to be the burnt offering for every month
throughout themonths of the year. 15 One
male goat as a sin offering to Yahwehmust
be offered. This will be in addition to the
regular burnt offering and the drink offer-
ing with it.

16 During the first month, on the four-
teenth day of the month, comes Yahweh’s
Passover. 17 On the fifteenth day of this
month a feast is to be held. For seven days,
bread without yeast must be eaten. 18 On
the first day, there must be a holy assem-
bly to honor Yahweh. You must not do
regular work on that day. 19 However,
you must offer a sacrifice made by fire, a
burnt offering to Yahweh. You must of-
fer two young bulls, one ram, and seven
male lambs a year old, without blemish.
20 Along with the bull, you must offer a
grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah
of fine flour mixed with oil, and along
with the ram, two-tenths. 21 With each of
the seven lambs, you must offer a tenth
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of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil,
22 and one male goat as a sin offering to
make atonement for yourselves. 23 You
must offer these in addition to the regu-
lar burnt offering required each morning.
24 As described here, you must offer these
sacrifices daily, for the seven days of the
Passover, the food of the offeringmade by
fire, a sweet aroma for Yahweh. It must
be offered in addition to the regular burnt
offering and the drink offering with it. 25

On the seventh day you must have a holy
assembly to honor Yahweh, and you must
not do regular work on that day.
26 Also on the day of the firstfruits, when
you offer a new grain offering to Yahweh
in your Festival ofWeeks, youmust have a
holy assembly to honor Yahweh, and you
must not do regular work on that day. 27

Youmust offer a burnt offering to produce
a sweet aroma for Yahweh. You must of-
fer two young bulls, one ram, and seven
male lambs a year old. 28 Offer also grain
offering to gowith them: Fine flourmixed
with oil, three-tenths of an ephah of fine
flourmixed with oil for each bull and two-
tenths for the one ram. 29 Offer a tenth
of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil
for each of the seven lambs, 30 and one
male goat to make atonement for your-
selves. 31 When you offer those animals
without blemish, alongwith their drink of-
ferings, this must be in addition to the reg-
ular burnt offering and the grain offering
with it.’”

Chapter 29
1 ”In the seventh month, on the first day
of the month, you must have a holy as-
sembly to honor Yahweh. You must not
do regular work on that day. It will be
a day when you blow trumpets. 2 You
must offer a burnt offering to produce a

sweet aroma for Yahweh. You must offer
one young bull, one ram, and seven male
lambs a year old, each without blemish. 3

Youmust offerwith them their grain offer-
ing, fine flour mixed with oil, three-tenths
of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the
ram, 4 and one-tenth for each lamb of the
seven lambs. 5 You must offer one male
goat as a sin offering to make atonement
for yourselves. 6 Make these offerings in
the seventhmonth in addition to all of the
offerings youwillmake on thefirst of each
month: the special burnt offering and the
grain offering to go with it. These must
be in addition to the regular burnt offer-
ing, its grain offering, and its drink offer-
ings. As youmake these offerings, youwill
obey what has been decreed to produce a
sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to
Yahweh.

7 On the tenth day of the seventh month
you must have a holy assembly to honor
Yahweh. You must humble yourselves
and do no work. 8 You must offer a burnt
offering to produce a sweet aroma for Yah-
weh. You must offer one young bull, one
ram, and seven male lambs a year old.
They must each be without blemish. 9

Youmust offer with them a grain offering,
fine flour mixed with oil, three-tenths of
an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the
one ram, 10 and a tenth of an ephah for
each of the seven lambs. 11 Youmust offer
one male goat as a sin offering. This will
be in addition to the sin offering of atone-
ment, the regular burnt offering, its grain
offering, and their drink offerings.

12 On the fifteenth day of the seventh
month you must have a holy assembly to
honor Yahweh. You must not do regular
work on that day, and you must keep the
festival for him seven days. 13 You must
offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made
by fire to produce a sweet aroma for Yah-
weh. You must offer thirteen young bulls,
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two rams, and fourteenmale lambs a year
old. Each must be without blemish. 14

You must offer with them a grain offer-
ing, fine flour mixed with oil, three-tenths
of an ephah for every bull of the thirteen
bulls, two-tenths for each ram of the two
rams, 15 and a tenth of an ephah for each
of the fourteen lambs. 16 You must offer
one male goat as a sin offering in addition
to the regular burnt offering, its grain of-
fering, and the drink offering with it.
17 On the second day of the assembly, you
must offer twelve young bulls, two rams,
and fourteen male lambs a year old, each
without blemish. 18 You must make with
them a grain offering and the drink offer-
ings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the
lambs, making as many offerings as were
commanded. 19 You must offer one male
goat as a sin offering in addition to the reg-
ular burnt offering, its grain offering, and
their drink offerings.
20 On the third day of the assembly, you
must offer eleven bulls, two rams, and
fourteenmale lambs a year old, eachwith-
out blemish. 21 You must make with them
a grain offering and the drink offerings
for the bulls, for the rams, and for the
lambs, making as many offerings as were
commanded. 22 You must offer one male
goat as a sin offering in addition to the reg-
ular burnt offering, its grain offering, and
their drink offerings.
23 On the fourth day of the assembly, you
must offer ten bulls, two rams, and four-
teen male lambs a year old, each without
blemish. 24 You must make with them a
grain offering and the drink offerings for
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs,
making as many offerings as were com-
manded. 25 You must offer one male goat
as a sin offering in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its grain offering, and their
drink offerings.
26 On the fifth day of the assembly, you

must offer nine bulls, two rams, and four-
teen male lambs a year old, each without
blemish. 27 You must make with them a
grain offering and the drink offerings for
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs,
making as many offerings as were com-
manded. 28 You must offer one male goat
as a sin offering in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its grain offering, and their
drink offerings.
29 On the sixth day of the assembly, you
must offer eight bulls, two rams, and four-
teen male lambs a year old, each without
blemish. 30 You must make with them a
grain offering and the drink offerings for
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs,
making as many offerings as were com-
manded. 31 You must offer one male goat
as a sin offering in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its grain offering, and their
drink offerings.
32 On the seventh day of the assembly,
you must offer seven bulls, two rams, and
fourteenmale lambs a year old, eachwith-
out blemish. 33 You must make with them
a grain offering and the drink offerings
for the bulls, for the rams, and for the
lambs, making as many offerings as were
commanded. 34 You must offer one male
goat as a sin offering in addition to the reg-
ular burnt offering, its grain offering, and
their drink offerings.
35 On the eighth day you must have an-
other solemn assembly. You must not do
regular work on that day. 36 You must
make a burnt offering, an offering made
by fire to produce a sweet aroma for Yah-
weh. You must offer one bull, one ram,
and seven male lambs a year old, each
without blemish. 37 You must offer their
grain offering and their drink offerings
for the bull, for the ram, and for the lambs,
making as many offerings as were com-
manded. 38 You must offer one male goat
as a sin offering in addition to the regular
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burnt offering, its grain offering, and their
drink offerings.
39 These are what you must offer to
Yahweh at your fixed festivals. These
must be in addition to your vows and
freewill offerings. You must offer these
as your burnt offerings, grain offerings,
drink offerings, and fellowship offerings.”
40 Moses told the people of Israel every-
thing that Yahweh had commanded him
to say.

Chapter 30
1 Moses spoke to the leaders of the tribes
of the people of Israel. He said, ”This is
what Yahweh has commanded. 2 When
anyonemakes a vow toYahweh, or swears
an oath to bind himself with a promise,
he must not break his word. He must
keep his promise to do everything that
comes out of his mouth. 3 When a young
woman living in her father’s house makes
a vow to Yahweh and binds herself with
a promise, 4 if her father hears the vow
and the promise by which she has bound
herself, and if he says nothing to reverse
her, then all her vowswill remain in force.
Every promise by which she has bound
herself will remain in force. 5 But if
her father hears about her vow and her
promise, and if he says nothing to her,
then all the vows and promises that she
took on herself will remain in force.
6 However, if her father hears all the vows
she made and her solemn promises with
which she has bound herself, and if he
overrules her on that same day, then they
will not remain in force. Yahweh will for-
give her because her father had overruled
her. 7 If she marries a man while she is
under those vows, or if she makes rash
promiseswithwhich she obligates herself,
those obligations will remain in force. 8

But if her husband stops her on the day
that he hears about it, then he cancels the
vow that she has made, the rash talk of
her lips with which she has bound herself.
Yahweh will release her.
9 But as for a widow or a divorcedwoman,
everything by which she has bound her-
self will remain in force against her. 10 If
a woman made a vow in her husband’s
house or obligates herself by taking an
oath, 11 and her husband hears of it, but
he says nothing to her and he does oppose
her, then all her vows must stand and
the obligations she made must remain in
force. 12 But if her husband cancels them
on the day that he heard about them, then
whatever came out of her lips about her
vows or promises will not remain in force.
Her husband has canceled them. Yahweh
will release her.
13 Every vow or oath a woman takes that
binds her to deny herself something may
be confirmed or canceled by her husband.
14 But if he says nothing at all to her
day after day, then he confirms all her
vows and binding promises that she has
made. He has confirmed them because he
has said nothing to her at the time that
he heard about them. 15 If her hus-
band tries to cancel his wife’s vow a long
time after he has heard about it, then he
will be responsible for her sin.” 16 These
are the statutes that Yahweh commanded
Moses to announce—statutes for what is
between a man and his wife and between
a father and his daughter when she is in
her youth in her father’s family.

Chapter 31
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and said, 2 “Take
vengeance on the Midianites for what
they did to the Israelites. After doing that,
you will die and be gathered to your peo-
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ple.” 3 So Moses spoke to the people.
He said, ”Arm some of your men for war
so they may go against Midian and carry
out Yahweh’s vengeance on it. 4 Every
tribe throughout Israel must send a thou-
sand soldiers to war.” 5 So out of Israel’s
thousands of men, one thousand was pro-
vided from each tribe, twelve thousand
men armed for war. 6 Then Moses sent
them to battle, a thousand from every
tribe, along with Phinehas son of Eleazar
the priest, and with some articles from
the holy place and the trumpets in his
possession for sounding signals. 7 They
fought against Midian, as Yahweh had
commanded Moses. They killed every
man. 8 They killed the kings of Midian
with the rest of their dead: Evi, Rekem,
Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Mid-
ian. They also killed Balaam son of Beor,
with the sword. 9 The army of Israel took
captive the women of Midian, their chil-
dren, all their cattle, all their flocks, and
all their goods. They took these as plunder.
10 They burned all their cities where they
lived and all their camps. 11 They took
all the plunder and prisoners, both people
and animals. 12 They brought the prison-
ers, the plunder, and the captured things
to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and to the
community of the people of Israel. They
brought these to the camp in the plains of
Moab, by the Jordan near Jericho.

13 Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all the
leaders of the community went to meet
them outside the camp. 14 But Moses was
angry with the officers of the army, the
commanders of thousands and the cap-
tains of hundreds, who came from battle.
15 Moses said to them, ”Have you let all
the women live? 16 Look, these women
caused the people of Israel, through Bal-
aam’s advice, to commit sin against Yah-
weh in the matter of Peor, when the
plague spread among Yahweh’s commu-
nity. 17 Now then, kill every male among

the little ones, and kill every woman who
has ever slept with a man. 18 But take for
yourselves all the young girls who have
never slept with a man. 19 You must camp
outside the camp of Israel for seven days.
All of you who have killed anyone and or
have touched any dead person—youmust
purify yourselves on the third day and on
the seventh day—you and your prisoners.
20 You must purify every garment and ev-
erything made of animal hide and goats’
hair, and everything made of wood.”

21 Eleazar the priest said to the soldiers
who had gone to war, ”This is a decreed
law that Yahweh has given to Moses: 22

The gold, silver, bronze, iron, tin, and
lead, 23 and everything that resists fire,
you must put it through the fire, and it
will become clean. You must then purify
those things with the water of cleansing.
Whatever cannot go through the fire you
must cleanse with that water. 24 You must
wash your clothes on the seventh day, and
then you will become clean. Afterward
you may come into Israel’s camp.”

25 Then Yahweh spoke to Moses and said,
26 ”Count all the plundered things that
were taken, both people and animals. You,
Eleazar the priest, and the leaders of the
community’s ancestor’s clans 27 must di-
vide the plunder into two parts. Divide
it between the soldiers who went out to
battle and all the rest of the community.
28 Then levy a tax to be given to me from
the soldiers who went out to battle. This
taxmust be one out of every five hundred,
whether persons, cattle, donkeys, sheep,
or goats. 29 Take this tax from their half
and give it to Eleazar the priest for an of-
fering to be presented to me. 30 Also
from the people of Israel’s half, you must
take one out of every fifty—from the per-
sons, cattle, donkeys, sheep, and goats.
Give these to the Levites who take care of
my tabernacle.” 31 So Moses and Eleazar
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the priest did as Yahweh had commanded
Moses.
32 Now the plunder that remained of what
the soldiers had taken was 675,000 sheep,
33 seventy-two thousand oxen, 34 sixty-one
thousand donkeys, 35 and thirty-two thou-
sand women who had never slept with
any man. 36 The half that was kept for
the soldiers numbered 337,000 sheep. 37

Yahweh’s part of the sheepwas 675. 38 The
oxen were thirty-six thousand which Yah-
weh’s tax was seventy-two. 39 The don-
keys were 30,500 from which Yahweh’s
part was sixty-one. 40 The persons were
sixteen thousand women of whom Yah-
weh’s tax was thirty-two. 41 Moses took
the tax that was to be an offering pre-
sented to Yahweh. He gave it to Eleazar
the priest, as Yahweh commandedMoses.
42 As for the people of Israel’s half that
Moses had taken from the soldiers who
had gone to war— 43 the community’s half
was 337,500 sheep, 44 thirty-six thousand
oxen, 45 30,500 donkeys, 46 and sixteen
thousand women. 47 From the people
of Israel’s half, Moses took one out of ev-
ery fifty, both of people and animals. He
gave them to the Levites who kept care of
Yahweh’s tabernacle, as Yahweh had com-
manded him to do.
48 Then the officers of the army, the com-
manders over thousands and the captains
over hundreds, came to Moses. 49 They
said to him, ”Your servants have counted
the soldiers who are under our command,
and not one man is missing. 50 We have
brought Yahweh’s offering, what each
man found, articles of gold, armlets and
bracelets, signet rings, earrings, and neck-
laces, tomake atonement for ourselves be-
fore Yahweh.” 51 Moses and Eleazar the
priest received from them the gold and
all the articles of craftsmanship. 52 All
the gold of the offering that they gave to
Yahweh—the offerings from the comman-

ders of thousands and from the captains
of hundreds—weighed 16,750 shekels. 53

Each soldier had taken plunder, eachman
for himself. 54 Moses and Eleazar the
priest took the gold from the commanders
of thousands and captains of hundreds.
They took it into the tent of meeting as a
reminder of the people of Israel for Yah-
weh.

Chapter 32
1 Now the descendants of Reuben and
of Gad had large numbers of livestock.
When they saw the land of Jazer and
Gilead, the land was a wonderful place
for livestock. 2 So the descendants of Gad
and Reuben came and spoke to Moses, to
Eleazar the priest, and to the leaders of the
community. They said, 3 ”This is a list of
places we have surveyed: Ataroth, Dibon,
Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam,
Nebo, and Beon. 4 These are the lands
that Yahweh attacked before the commu-
nity of Israel, and they are good places for
livestock. We, your servants, have a lot of
livestock.” 5 They said, “If we have found
favor in your eyes, let this land be given to
us, your servants, as a possession. Do not
make us cross over the Jordan.”
6 Moses replied to the descendants of Gad
and Reuben, ”Should your brothers go to
war while you settle down here? 7 Why
discourage the hearts of the people of Is-
rael from going over into the land that
Yahweh has given them? 8 Your fathers
did the same thing when I sent them from
Kadesh Barnea to examine the land. 9

Theywent up to the Valley of Eshkol. They
saw the land and then discouraged the
hearts of the people of Israel so that they
refused to enter the land that Yahweh had
given them. 10 Yahweh’s anger was kin-
dled on that day. He took an oath and said,
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11 ’Surely none of the men who came up
out of Egypt, from twenty years old and
up, will see the land about which I swore
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, be-
cause they have not completely followed
me, except for 12 Caleb son of Jephun-
neh the Kenizzite, and Joshua son of Nun.
Only Caleb and Joshua have completely
followed me.’ 13 So Yahweh’s anger was
kindled against Israel. He made them
wander around in thewilderness for forty
years until all the generation who had
done evil in his sight was destroyed. 14

Look, you have risen up in your fathers’
place, like just more sinful men, to add to
Yahweh’s burning anger toward Israel. 15

If you turn away from following him, he
will again leave Israel in the wilderness
and you will have destroyed all this peo-
ple.”

16 So they came near Moses and said, ”Al-
low us to build fences here for our cattle
and cities for our families. 17However, we
ourselves will be ready and armed to go
with Israel’s army until we have led them
into their place. But our families will live
in the fortified cities because of the other
people who still live in this land. 18 We
will not return to our houses until every
one of the people of Israel has obtained
his inheritance. 19 We will not inherit the
landwith themon the other side of the Jor-
dan, because our inheritance is here on
the east side of the Jordan.”

20 So Moses replied to them, ”If you do
what you say, if you arm yourselves to
go before Yahweh to war, 21 then every
one of your armed men must cross over
the Jordan before Yahweh, until he has
driven out his enemies from before him 22

and the land is subdued before him. Then
afterward you may return. You will be
guiltless toward Yahweh and toward Is-
rael. This land will be your possession
before Yahweh. 23 But if you do not do

so, look, you will have sinned against Yah-
weh. Be sure that your sin will find you
out. 24 Build cities for your families and
pens for your sheep; then do what you
have said.” 25 The descendants of Gad and
Reuben spoke to Moses and said, ”Your
servants will do as you, our master, com-
mands. 26 Our little ones, our wives, our
flocks, and all our livestock will stay there
in the cities of Gilead. 27 However, we,
your servants, will cross over before Yah-
weh to battle, everymanwho is armed for
war, as you, our master, say.”

28 So Moses gave instructions concerning
them to Eleazar the priest, to Joshua son
of Nun, and to the leaders of the ances-
tor’s clans in the tribes of the people of Is-
rael. 29 Moses said to them, ”If the descen-
dants of Gad and Reuben cross over the
Jordanwith you, everymanwho is armed
to battle before Yahweh, and if the land
is subdued before you, then you will give
them the land of Gilead as a possession.
30 But if they do not cross over with you
armed, then theywill acquire their posses-
sions among you in the land of Canaan.”
31 So the descendants of Gad and Reuben
answered and said, ”As Yahweh has said
to us, your servants, this is what we will
do. 32 We will cross over armed before
Yahweh into the land of Canaan, but our
possessed inheritancewill remainwith us
on this side of the Jordan.”

33 So to the descendants of Gad and
Reuben, and also to the half tribe of Man-
asseh son of Joseph, Moses gave the king-
dom of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and
of Og, king of Bashan. He gave to them
the land, and distributed to them all its
cities with their borders, the cities of the
land around them. 34 The descendants
of Gad rebuilt Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 35

Atroth Shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah, 36 Beth
Nimrah, and Beth Haran as fortified cities
with pens for sheep. 37 The descen-
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dants of Reuben rebuilt Heshbon, Elealeh,
Kiriathaim, 38 Nebo, Baal Meon—their
names were later changed, and Sibmah.
They gave other names to the cities that
they rebuilt. 39 The descendants ofMachir
son of Manasseh went to Gilead and took
it away from the Amorites who were in it.
40 Then Moses gave Gilead to Machir son
of Manasseh, and his people settled there.
41 Jair son ofManassehwent and captured
its towns and called them Havvoth Jair. 42
Nobah went and captured Kenath and its
villages, and he called it Nobah, after his
own name.

Chapter 33
1 Thesewere themovements of the people
of Israel after they left the land of Egypt by
their armed groups under the leadership
of Moses and Aaron. 2 Moses wrote down
the places from where they left to where
they went, as commanded by Yahweh.
These were their movements, departure
after departure. 3 They traveled from
Rameses during the first month, leaving
on the fifteenth day of the first month. On
the morning after the Passover, the peo-
ple of Israel left openly, in the sight of all
the Egyptians. 4 This happened while the
Egyptianswere burying all their firstborn,
those whom Yahweh had killed among
them, for he also inflicted punishment on
their gods.
5 The people of Israel set out from Rame-
ses and camped at Succoth. 6 They set
out from Succoth and camped at Etham,
on the edge of the wilderness. 7 They set
out from Etham and turned back to Pi
Hahiroth, which is opposite Baal Zephon,
where they camped opposite Migdol. 8

Then they set out from opposite Pi Hahi-
roth and passed through the middle of
the sea into the wilderness. They trav-

eled three days’ journey into the wilder-
ness of Etham and camped at Marah. 9

They set out from Marah and arrived at
Elim. At Elim were twelve springs of wa-
ter and seventy palm trees. That is where
they camped. 10 They set out from Elim
and camped by the Sea of Reeds. 11 They
set out from the Sea of Reeds and camped
in the wilderness of Sin. 12 They set out
from the wilderness of Sin and camped at
Dophkah. 13 They set out from Dophkah
and camped at Alush. 14 They set out from
Alush and camped at Rephidim, where
no water was found for the people to
drink. 15 They set out from Rephidim and
camped in the wilderness of Sinai. 16 They
set out from the wilderness of Sinai and
camped at Kibroth Hattaavah. 17 They set
out from Kibroth Hattaavah and camped
at Hazeroth. 18 They set out from Haze-
roth and camped at Rithmah. 19 They
set out from Rithmah and camped at Rim-
mon Perez. 20 They set out from Rimmon
Perez and camped at Libnah. 21 They set
out from Libnah and camped at Rissah.
22 They set out from Rissah and camped
at Kehelathah. 23 They set out from Ke-
helathah and camped at Mount Shepher.
24 They set out from Mount Shepher and
camped at Haradah. 25 They set out from
Haradah and camped at Makheloth. 26

They set out fromMakheloth and camped
at Tahath. 27 They set out from Tahath
and camped at Terah. 28 They set out from
Terah and camped at Mithkah. 29 They
set out fromMithkah and camped at Hash-
monah. 30 They set out from Hashmonah
and camped at Moseroth. 31 They set
out from Moseroth and camped at Bene
Jaakan. 32 They set out from Bene Jaakan
and camped at Hor Haggidgad. 33 They set
out from Hor Haggidgad and camped at
Jotbathah. 34 They set out from Jotbathah
and camped at Abronah. 35 They set
out from Abronah and camped at Ezion
Geber. 36 They set out from Ezion Geber

50



Numbers

and camped in the wilderness of Zin at
Kadesh. 37 They set out from Kadesh and
camped at Mount Hor, at the edge of the
land of Edom.
38 Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor at
Yahweh’s command and died there in the
fortieth year after the people of Israel had
come out of the land of Egypt, in the fifth
month, on the first day of the month. 39

Aaron was a 123 years old when he died
on Mount Hor.
40 The Canaanite, the king of Arad, who
lived in the southern wilderness in the
land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the
people of Israel.
41 They set out from Mount Hor and
camped at Zalmonah. 42 They set out from
Zalmonah and camped at Punon. 43 They
set out from Punon and camped at Oboth.
44 They set out from Oboth and camped
at Iye Abarim, on the border of Moab. 45

They set out from Iye Abarim and camped
at Dibon Gad. 46 They set out from Dibon
Gad and camped at Almon Diblathaim. 47

They set out from Almon Diblathaim and
camped in the mountains of Abarim, op-
posite Nebo. 48 They set out from the
mountains of Abarim and camped in the
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
49 They camped by the Jordan, from Beth
Jeshimoth to Abel Shittim in the plains of
Moab.
50 Yahweh spoke to Moses in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan at Jericho and said,
51 ”Speak to the people of Israel and say
to them, ’When you cross over the Jordan
into the land of Canaan, 52 then you must
drive out all the land’s inhabitants before
you. You must destroy all their carved fig-
ures. You must destroy all their cast fig-
ures and demolish all their high places. 53

You must take possession of the land and
settle in it, because I have given you the
land to possess. 54 You must inherit the
land by lot, according to each clan. To the

larger clans you must give a larger share
of land, and to the smaller clans you must
give a smaller share of land. Wherever
the lot falls to each clan, that land will be-
long to it. You will inherit the land accord-
ing to your ancestors’ tribes. 55 But if you
do not drive out the land’s inhabitants be-
fore you, then the people you allow to stay
will become like objects in your eyes and
thorns in your sides. They will make your
lives difficult in the land where you settle.
56 Then it will happen that what I now in-
tend to do to those people, I will do also to
you.’”

Chapter 34
1 Yahweh spoke toMoses and said, 2 ”Com-
mand the people of Israel and say to them,
’When you enter the land of Canaan, the
land that will belong to you, the land of
Canaan and its borders, 3 your southern
border will extend from the wilderness of
Zin along the border of Edom. The east-
ern end of the southern border will be on
a line that ends at the southern end of the
Salt Sea. 4 Your border will turn south
from the hill of Akrabbim and pass along
through thewilderness of Zin. From there,
it will run south of Kadesh Barnea and
continue to Hazar Addar and further to
Azmon. 5 From there, the border will turn
from Azmon toward the brook of Egypt
and follow it to the sea.
6 The western border will be the coastline
of the Great Sea. Thiswill be yourwestern
border.
7 Your northern border will extend along
a line that you must mark out from the
Great Sea to Mount Hor, 8 then from
Mount Hor to Lebo Hamath, then on to
Zedad. 9 Then the border will continue to
Ziphron and end at Hazar Enan. This will
be your northern border.
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10 Then you must mark out your eastern
border from Hazar Enan south to Shep-
ham. 11 Then the eastern border will go
down from Shepham to Riblah, on the
east side of Ain. The border will continue
along the east side of the Sea of Kinnereth.
12 Then the border will continue south
along the Jordan River to the Salt Sea and
continue down the eastern border of the
Salt Sea. This will be your land, following
its borders all around.’”
13 Then Moses commanded the people of
Israel and said, ”This is the land that you
will receive by lot, which Yahwehhas com-
manded to give to the nine tribes and
to the half tribe. 14 The tribe of the de-
scendants of Reuben, following the assign-
ment of property to their ancestor’s tribe,
and the tribe of the descendants of Gad,
following the assignment of property to
their ancestor’s tribe, and the half tribe of
Manasseh have all received their land. 15

The two tribes and the half tribe have re-
ceived their share of land beyond the Jor-
dan at Jericho eastward, toward the sun-
rise.”
16 Yahweh spoke to Moses and said, 17

”These are the names of the men who
will divide the land for your inheritance:
Eleazar the priest and Joshua son of Nun.
18 You must choose one leader from every
tribe to divide the land for their clans. 19

These are the names of the men:

From the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of
Jephunneh.

20 From the tribe of the descendants of
Simeon, Shemuel son of Ammihud.

21 From the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad
son of Kislon.

22 From of the tribe of the descendants
of Dan a leader, Bukki son of Jogli.

23 From the descendants of Joseph, of
the tribe of the descendants of Manasseh
a leader, Hanniel son of Ephod.

24 From the tribe of the descendants
of Ephraim a leader, Kemuel son of Shiph-
tan.

25 From the tribe of the descendants
of Zebulun a leader, Elizaphan son of Par-
nak.

26 From the tribe of the descendants of
Issachar a leader, Paltiel son of Azzan.

27 From the tribe of the descendants of
Asher a leader, Ahihud son of Shelomi.

28 From the tribe of the descendants of
Naphtali a leader, Pedahel son of Ammi-
hud.”
29 Yahweh commanded these men to di-
vide the land of Canaan and to give each
of the tribes of Israel their share.

Chapter 35
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses on the plains of
Moab by the Jordan at Jericho and said,
2 ”Command the people of Israel to give
some of their own shares of land to the
Levites. They must give them cities to
live in andpastureland surrounding those
cities. 3 The Levites will have these cities
to live in. The pasturelandwill be for their
cattle, their flocks, and all their animals.
4 The pasturelands around the cities that
you will give to the Levites must extend
from the city walls for one thousand cu-
bits in every direction. 5 You must mea-
sure two thousand cubits fromoutside the
city on the east side, and two thousand
cubits to the south side, two thousand cu-
bits to the west side, and two thousand
cubits to the north side. This will be the
pasturelands for their cities. The cities
will be in the center. 6 Six of the cities
that you will give to Levites must serve as
cities of refuge. Youmust provide these as
places to which a person who has killed
someone can flee. Also provide forty-two
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other cities. 7 The cities that you give to
the Levites will total forty-eight. Youmust
give their pasturelands with them. 8 The
larger tribes of the people of Israel, the
tribes that have more land, must provide
more cities. The smaller tribes will pro-
vide fewer cities. Each tribe must provide
for the Levites according to the share that
it has received.”

9 Then Yahweh spoke to Moses and said,
10 ”Speak to the people of Israel and say
to them, ’When you cross over the Jordan
into the land of Canaan, 11 then you must
choose cities to serve as cities of refuge
for you, a place to which a person who
has killed someone unintentionally may
flee. 12 These cities must be your refuge
from the avenger, so that the accusedman
will not be killed without first standing
trial before the community. 13 You must
choose six cities as cities of refuge. 14

You must provide three cities beyond the
Jordan and three in the land of Canaan.
They will be cities of refuge. 15 For the
people of Israel, for the foreigners, for any-
one living among you, these six cities will
serve as a refuge to which anyone who
kills someone unintentionally can flee.

16 But if an accused man has struck his
victim with an instrument of iron, and if
his victim dies, then the accused is indeed
a murderer. He must certainly be put to
death. 17 If an accused man has struck
his victim with a stone in his hand that
might kill the victim, and if his victim dies,
then the accused is indeed amurderer. He
must certainly be put to death. 18 If an
accused man has struck his victim with a
woodenweapon that might kill the victim,
and if the victim dies, then the accused is
indeed a murderer. He must certainly be
put to death. 19 The avenger of blood
may put the murderer to death. When he
meets him, the avenger of blood must put
him to death. 20 If he strikes another in

hatred or throws something at him, while
hiding to ambush him, so that the victim
dies, 21 or if he strikes him down in hatred
with his hand so that the victim dies, then
the accused who struck him must surely
be put to death. He is a murderer. The
avenger of bloodmay put themurderer to
death when he meets him.

22 But if an accused man suddenly hits
a victim without premeditated hate or
throws something that hits the victim
without lying in wait 23 or if he throws a
stone that could kill a victim without see-
ing the victim, then the accused was not
the victim’s enemy; he was not trying to
hurt the victim. But this iswhat to do if the
victim dies anyway. 24 In that case, the
community must judge between the ac-
cused and the avenger of blood on the ba-
sis of these rules. 25 The community must
rescue the accused from the power of the
avenger of blood. The community must
return the accused to the city of refuge to
which he had originally fled. He must live
there until the death of the current high
priest, the one who was anointed with the
holy oil. 26 But if the accused man at
any time goes beyond the border of the
city of refuge to which he fled, 27 and if
the avenger of blood finds him outside the
border of his city of refuge, and if he kills
the accused man, the avenger of blood
will not be guilty of murder. 28 This is
because the accused man should have re-
mained in his city of refuge until the death
of the high priest. After the death of the
high priest, the accused may return to the
land where he has his own property.

29 These laws must be statutes for you
through all your people’s generations in
all the places where you live. 30 Whoever
kills any person, the murderer must be
killed, as testified to by the words of wit-
nesses. But one witness’ word alone may
not cause any person to be put to death. 31
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Also, you must not accept ransom for the
life of a murderer who is guilty of murder.
He must certainly be put to death. 32 You
must not accept ransom for the one who
has fled to a city of refuge. You must not
in this way allow him to reside on his own
property until the high priest dies. 33 Do
not pollute in this way the landwhere you
live, because blood from murder pollutes
the land. No atonement can be made for
the land when blood has been shed on it,
except by the blood of the one who shed it.
34 So youmust not defile the land inwhich
you live because I am living in it. I, Yah-
weh, live among the people of Israel.’”

Chapter 36
1 Then the leaders of the ancestors’ fam-
ilies of the clan of Gilead son of Machir
(who was Manasseh’s son), who were
from the clans of the descendants of
Joseph, came and spoke before Moses and
before the leaders who were the heads of
the ancestor’s families of the people of Is-
rael. 2 They said, ”Yahweh commanded
you, our master, to give a share of land
by lot to the people of Israel. You were
commanded by Yahweh to give the share
of Zelophehad our brother to his daugh-
ters. 3 But if his daughters marry men in
another tribe of the people of Israel, then
their share of land will be removed from
our ancestor’s share. It will be added to
the share of the tribes that they join. In
that case, it will be removed from the as-
signed share of our inheritance. 4 In that
case, when the year of Jubilee of the peo-
ple of Israel comes, then their share will

be joined to the share of the tribe that they
have joined. In this way, their share will
be taken away from the share of our an-
cestors’ tribe.”
5 So Moses gave a command to the peo-
ple of Israel, at Yahweh’s word. He said,
”What the tribe of Joseph’s descendants
says is right. 6 This is what Yahweh com-
mands concerning Zelophehad’s daugh-
ters. He says, ‘Let them be married to
whom they think best, but they must
marry only within the family of their fa-
ther’s tribe.’ 7 No share of the people
of Israel must change from one tribe to
another. Each one of the people of Israel
must continue with the share of his ances-
tor’s tribe. 8 Every woman of the people
of Israel who owns a share in her tribe
must marry someone from the clans be-
longing to her father’s tribe. This is so that
everyone of the people of Israel may own
an inheritance from his ancestors. 9 No
share may change hands from one tribe
to another. Everyone of the tribes of the
people of Israel must keep his own inheri-
tance.”
10 So Zelophehad’s daughters did as Yah-
weh had commanded Moses. 11 Mahlah,
Tirzah, Hoglah, Milkah, and Noah, the
daughters of Zelophehad, married descen-
dants of Manasseh. 12 They married into
the clans of the descendants of Manasseh
son of Joseph. In this way, their inher-
itances remained in the tribe to which
their father’s clan belonged.
13 These are the commands and the de-
crees that Yahweh gave by Moses to the
people of Israel in the plains of Moab by
the Jordan at Jericho.
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